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LETTER

TOA

Member of Parliament.

s I R,

W T was, I believe, - the general

- hope and expe&ation, that, by
this time, my fellow-citizens

‘might have been felicitated on their
relief from that preflure of dearth
‘and fearcity, under which they have
frequently groaned for feveral years

B pait;



palt; and which, but for the vigh

lance and feafonable interpofition of
the legiflative power, would have
been quite infupportable.  But tho’

“the time is fully come when ,we
might have feen the completion of

our wifhes, in the reducion of the
price of every {pecies of Provifion,
the article of ‘Corn more - efpecially,
this pleafing hope has hitherto proved
delufive, the general wifh is ftill un-
.accomplifhed, and the expedtation
even of moderate plenty, if not to-
tally abortive, feems likely to be pro-
tracted, to the injury, and great dif-

~ couragement of our manufatures,

confequently to the confumption .of

them---and ultimately to the incon~

.venience of government itfelf, from
a deficiency in the revenue arifing

~from thofe branches of trade which.
- are moft immediately aﬁ’e&ed, e

For

[ 3 1]

For notwithftanding the many fa-

vorable appearances, and the flatter-
ing -accounts with which we have
been amufed for feveral yéarsv -paﬁ'.
the prefent ftate of the _Cor_n—market;
dqes but -too plainly fhew that the
event 1s 1in no’ degree ' anfwerable t‘d

'thefe kindly prognoftics.

- How then are we \to'_h()pé for
moderate ‘plenty ? where are we to
{eek relief P---We are to hope fbf
plenty, at leaft for the prev_e.ﬁt’ion of
want---we are to feek for -préfent‘

relief,- and (as:far as human pru-
dex;ge_; can ‘fuggeft) for the means of
duture fecurity, from the wifdom
and ‘attentive care of p‘arl"iaiﬁeht;
whu:h Itruft will be .emplo}iéd Viri |
. :getting the. beft ‘informat,‘idn from

impartial and. difinterefted perfons;
gnd thereupon found fuch meafiires,




e
as may beft promote the general
good of this country. And here;

Sir, by the bye, I avoid making ufe

of a too-common mode of expref-i
" fion; viz. Landed and commercial
Interefis-—-becaufe 1 cannot view
thefe disjun&ively---but I confider

them as concomitant branches of

the general intereft, neither of which
“ought to be cramped in complaifance
to the other, beécaufe fuch complai-
- fance will eventually opéfa;te to the
deftru@ion of both.

1 fhall hete be afked what mea-

{ures can be devifed which may {o

- operate, as to promote 'éach braﬁth "

of the general intereft in conjunc-

~ tion, without a rifque of fuch clafh-

ing as may poflibly endaf?gér both

' the one and the other alternately ?

| With

e

l
\
|

“tife on this {fubjeét; but not having

[ 5 1

With an intention to anfwer this
queftion, rather than employ my-
felf merely in inveftigating the caufes
of the high Price of Provifions, as
feveral writers have ineffeitively

done, I have thrown together fome
hints, which I intended for.a Trf:a.«ém&?t

Fa)

ng
leifure to expatiate on them agree-

able to my firft ‘intention, I fhall
therefore prefent them to you in
their original fimplicity ; with only
a few of the moft firiking obferva-
tions and inferences, and leave it to

* your better judgment to enlarge
“upon them.

v In rgen"era"l, ‘high prices, bbth'of

Corn and other Provifions, proceed,

- in great meafure, from the fame

cau_fes-m-—?.re highly influential on
each other---thercfore the {fame re-
| | medies
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medies will probably: cure- both.-«-

But fome of thefe caufes are out of
~ the. reach of human. prudence “to:

prevent, being entirely providential :.

and .thefe caufes I confider as the

moft effeive to. ‘produce the fcar~

mtv and deunefs {o nmverfally la- B

mented |

For mﬁance, Unkmdly feafons'
‘haVe feveral times, ‘within a few -
years paft, occafioned Acarcity of
Corn of all forts--- Unexpe&ed floods

have alfo rotted and drowned gredt
numbers .of ﬂ1eep Such caufes of

fcarcuy as thefe cannot-be . pre- .

vented by any human prefaence—-—-—
Their effe¢ts may, neverthelefs,” be
confiderably allev1ated by human

pr udence. |

 There

71

There are likewife other."“caﬁfes

which arife ‘out of the circumftances
of the times---as,

- 1ft, The increafe of monied pro-
perty: among us. This caufe, though

it muft be confidered as an increafe

of national ftrength, is certainly pro-

.du&ive of internal part1al poverty
for a feafon: Becaufe it neceflarily
‘occafions ‘a proportionable ‘decreafe
of the {pecific value of mony.---For,

| 2dly; The neée{ﬁfy otr manu-
fa&urers are under of making goods
for foreign markets as’ cheap as the

-manufacturers in other countries,
‘where mony is not fo plenty, . con-
ftrains them to give low Wages to
-the laborers - they employ in - the
Afeveral branches of manufadture:
:But low wages will not maintain

th_bff:
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thofe laborers in dear times----
‘Hence arifes a continual alterca-

tion between merchants, manufac-
turers, and laborers---The confe-

quences of - which_are, debafement
" of the ftaple and workmanthip, and
:deprematron at foreign markets—--
Hence a ftagnation of trade; the re-

‘fult of :which,

it is w~very obvious,

muft be very injurious:to (I had al-
“moft faid the deftrution of ) every

branch of the common intereft---

This principally concerns the arti-
-cle of bread-corn, and houthold

Prov1ﬁons. :

S | ~-w0111d “in" the next.place ob-

‘ferve, that the manufacurers of Corn

for home confumption, efpecially

the two great branches (brewery

-and- dlﬂﬂlery), are influenced.in like

:manner---for if ‘the prices of grain
| be

[9]

be enormous, maltﬁer, brewer, anc

diftiller, are alike difcouraged 5 and '

it may reafonably be feared that the

‘manufactures will be debafed con-~
'fumpuon leflened, and government
fuﬁex uy lofs of revenue. S

S u/

Seemg then that, by the mcrefxfe

j'of mony, the price of every article
of family expence is unavmdably
enhanced every attempt to reduce

the prices to fuch as were. known

twenty or thirty years ago, would
| For although

be vain and futile.

every article be not advanced in

the fame degree, yet fomethmg’

approachmg very near to equahty

will eafily be d1fcovered by every

attentive obferver. "Nor can any

- meafure be devifed for ﬁoppmg the
progrefs of dearnefs, I do not fay
o fcarcrty (for this caufe alone will

C - occafion -

.
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| eecaﬁon dearth, Without the al& of’
fcarcfty) except a totdl fupprefﬁon

of every branch of forexgn commeree
where the balance is in favor of
Great Britain-—-an idea which furely

~cannot ﬁnd harbor in the breaft of

Ellly man

Cey

Senﬁble and pra&mab’*e remedles
mu{’c therefore be fought for till

. found--——expedlents ‘which. will fo

comport with our cofnmermal in-
terelt as at once to fu:pport the land-
ed mtereﬁ by enabling farmers, la-

‘borers, manufaturers and merchantsé
to accommodate- themfelves to the
“times; fince the times W111 not bend

to then' convemence. o

Now,, Sir, as my dedared mten- ,
' tion is, rather to fuggeft fuch reme-

dies than ‘to tread the ‘beaten traét”

- - - O of

O oL o o Al ~
R B e b s i i
. &

[{‘ I.L. ]s

of clamor and complaint, I will beg
leave to point out {ome fuch meafures
as feem beft to. promlfe redrefs of
,;hefe clamors and compla1nts—--And
ﬁrﬁ Wlth refpeét to Corn. Suppofe,
by parhamentary mterpoﬁnon, fuchy

2 .modus of beunty on exporta.txon
ﬂ‘xould be eﬁabhfhed as may atonce
encourage the growth, and preferve
gnedlocnty of . Prices. - 'lhe utﬂnty
of fuch a modus is to ‘me very Ob‘v |

“vious; and I own I do not fee any

1mped1ments to the pra&mablhty of

it: which I hope will ftrike your-
fclf,- and every member of the houfe
of commons, in the fame way, on a

- few minutes reflexion.---For I would
propofe, Sir, that the prefent fixed

bounty of five thillings per quarter’

- on exportation, which I think by
- far too indefinite, and therefore in-

adequate to theprefent ﬂate of thmos, |

-

B - Cz2 ﬂlould
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“ For~ inftance---the follow-

I

e is prefented to you, which

will better illuftrate- my meaning,

b

- 1no-ta
“J& e o
and fhew,  ina more concife' view,

~ the propriety of fuch a plan than a
| Pr‘olix”arid“labofed explanation.

-
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wh

Thus, when Corn is cheap, the
farmer will be encouragcd to fell, and
will be largely compenfated out of
the public. ﬁock—a—fo; the reft, his
Plentlful crop,. (the caule'of cheap-
nefs) may reafonably be - prefumed

‘ ﬁlfﬁclent compenfatlon.--—-—E comm

-—-When the pnce of Corn fhall grow |

| dearer, enormous prices miay be pre-

vented by endeavormg to kecp it at

home‘ infomuch that the maufac- o
turer W1lI be reheved from the fears of

loﬁn by h1s manufaétures, and fmm

the temptatxonof debafing the quahty .
of them; the merchant may export.
goods to forelgn markets, on: as good

terms oz Jeaf? as our rivals in com-
merce, and the laborer bé freed from

every probable d'mger of dlﬁrefs. |

Efpemally,

If,
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If in ald of thlS plan, iome other'
falutary prbvxﬁons be made by pas~
liament, for encotiraging the pro<
~ duce and elevation” of cattle, theep,
and the ﬁnaller articles of fuftentas
tion; as pigs, geefe, poultry, &c.
Thefe fmaller articles havmg been
greatly dlfcouraged by two forts of
lmpr»overnent lately ‘become very
‘much in vogue among us; viz. the
confohdatmg {mall farms into large "
ones, and mcloﬁng commons---a

word ‘or two on. each of thefe heads k
Wlth your Ieave. | SRR :

1ft, The umtmg feveral ﬁnali

- farms in order to compofe very:
| iarge ones, though by many confider~

ed in the light of an impr ovement
has conduced not a little to enhance

the price of Provifions---becaufe al-
‘though (as the owners of fuch lands

contcnd} |




,.,contend) there {hould be hopes-of a
more plentlful produce of Corn, by
~ the ‘occupiers of {uch farms, than by

farmers of lower rank and ability

- threh by - the way is grasis dittum)

yet. the produé’aon of all the fpecies
 of leffer Provifions, ufually raifed
: by {mall farmers s Viz. prgs, geefe,

'poultry, eggs, and butter, isin great:

. meafure, if not totally negleéted by
~ the great ‘farmers; whofe attention

| bemg engroﬁed by their grand objed,

Corn, cither have not leifure to ad-

vert to thefe fmaller matters, or, elfe |
confider thern as of little or no im-

portance to themfelvcs. ‘Hence arifes

a {carcity of thefe fmaller articles---

and a great fcar01ty of any one. fort
W111 undoubtedly : affe& the price of
every other fort. It muft: however,

be confefled, ‘that very fmall farms

do not feem caiculated to produce

any

[ 7 y
any thrng elfe beﬁde the ﬁnaller

artrcles. -

Both thefe extremes, I thmk may
e eafily fhewh to- be injurious " to
<omimerce” and-to ‘the perfeGtion: of
Agrlculture-,-—and confequently to
‘the Janded - 1ntereﬂ ‘Buta reform
in thefe pomts ‘1$ not- perhaps an
Ob]e& of parhamentary concern+ but

~only- of - ‘petfonal’ pr udence in-the

land-owners. Thefe oentlemen would
‘therefore, do well to confider, what
evils have already arifen from this

'nraéhce——-—what farther - and" @ill

ereater ‘may anfe—--and Where they
erl termmate. RRE |

2d The mcloﬁng large traé’cs of

5cgmmonable land---Thoeugh this may
-‘:produce good effeds i in future, feems
‘;'-for the prefent to operate in a quite

D contrary
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contrary way, for want of  {ome

reftritions and limitations, in the
adts of parliament paffed for that
purpofe. - For if, as one may fairly

fuppole, the landsin the vicinity of

‘any, city, or manufaduring town,

were formerly deftined and occupied;

~ {o as-to. produce  the feveral fpecies

of {uftenance chiefly in requeft for

the fupport of the inhabitants:--<
Then it follows that the converfion
of any confiderable portion of fuch

land to the production of any thing

elfe befide, muft for the prefent,

oceafion a {carcity of fomething more

ufeful and important to that neigh-

borhood. Land, for example, here- -

tofore in pafturage, may be converted
to tillage, and wvite ver/a. In either

«afe that particular neighborhood
may be in fome degrec affected, even
in time of maderate plenty, but will

-probably {uffer greatly in {earce times.
| e But

[ 19 7 |
: But this is not all---this evil is
likely to increafe, and be ,perpet_:ﬁ-'
ated, unl'eﬁ»; the pracice of incloﬁhg
be reftrained by fome Ca‘utibna,ry'

- claufes, to be inferted in all - fuch-

like a&s of parliament for the future.
I have been credibly informed rth'ax:‘t;,
in -fomc- »’c.ountries, '-I'arger- tfr:i&-é of |
common field land heretofore in

 illage, but now by mnclofing con-

verted #o pq/imﬂageé. do not a# prefent
produce any thing ferviceable to the
n\eifg}hboring towns : Becaufe: the
owners 'of fuch inclofed -commons
do ot choofe either to fecd theep,

‘or {uckle lambs, on thofe grounds,

for fome years, in order to gain ‘time
for the growth of hedges: By which
means the public is deprived of fomen
confiderable quantity of fuftenance,

- without any equivalent at all,

D 2 " A]fh(}tigh



fecure plenty in- gemeral : Not of
Corn only, but of every fpecies of

[ 20 ]

»'A‘fthough the high price of Corn -
has, of late been the chief obje of - -
tumultuous -elamor; - I: cannot,. for

my own part, conceive that com-=

plaints on this ‘head could poffibly

have arifen to any very inconvenient -

height, were it not for the cencur=

rence and co-operation of , the dear-
nefs of every other article of houthold
“expence-~-It feems highly expedient;

therefore to employ effeftual care to

{fuftentation whatfoever.” One means
of .which (after having {fufficiently
provided"fbr‘tjhe article of Corn, by

fome fuch-like modus as has been
already fuggefted) 1 think may be;

to'preferve a quantity of commen-
able land in the circuit of townsand

.Viilage‘s, for the fake of - producing

pigs, ‘geefe, poultry, eggs, butter,

&‘Co"""‘

[ 2r 1}
&c.<--This leffer fort of produce has

heretofore been the cuftomary attens - .

tionand @mgﬂoymémbf éotjtégers and
fmall farmers: And thefe articles.

have been greatly diminifhed; and
{feem-in great danger of being intirely
loft to the community, by the pres

fent mode of inclofing. Moreover the

'eommifﬁoners' appointed to parcel out.
-and make allotment of fuch grounds

when inclofed, fhould be ‘exprefsly

- enjoined to fecure fome immediate

produce,- cither of Corn, cattle, or

‘the leffer articles of Provifion.

A regulation of this fort I-think"®

will - be extremely beneficial---nor
can it -reafonably be objedted to by
the petitioners for fuch bills: For,
in. a national view, it appears per-

fedly right and fit that the proprie-

tors of fuch'lands as are defirous of

inclofing
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inclofing (Who{'e motive thereto may
be fuppofed to be of a private nature)

thould be hmlted in fome degree,

and even cramped. for a feafon, rather
than the publlc good. ﬁlould be facri-
~ ficed to their particular convenience.
For unlefs every article of fuﬁenta~

tion fhall be attended to, as well as

Corn, a fcarmty‘ of any one fort, will
undoubtedly mﬂuenqe the price of

- all the reft.

| A, parallel 1s much to be deﬁred

) between the price of Corn and flefh
meat, as Well as between one fpecies
of Corn .and another---As therefore
it was thouoht expedlent formerly
to allow a large bounty on exporta-
tion of Corn, in order to encourage

the produce 5 why may not the fame

policy be adopted, and applied (pro

re nata ) to the produce of other ar~

tlcles

>_sthat, unlefb mony ihall remain - at\

I 23 1
ticles - hkevmfe? And this i ina Way |
of premium to thofe Who ﬂmll breed

‘ and elevate the greateﬁ' numbers of

pigs, geefe, poultry, &c? Wh1ch
artlcles, (mconﬁderable as. they may
appear to fome people, are really of
nnportant ufe. in every : market both
in town and country

Some perfons are: of oplmon thati'
tempm ary remeches are all that the
prefent ex1geney requlres-——If by .

-temporary they intend remedies of |

thort duratton, I fear fuch will be\f.-
found to be’ of Very uncertain opera-‘_'w
tion "dfo, ;md ther efore madequate to
the prefent dlfhefs and the 1mpend-»
ing danger. But if they mean {uch
xemed1es as will a& gently and with
moderation, and which may ‘here-
after be 1mproved 5 it is very obvious

11:& .
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its prefent Value, no other but’ fuch
remedies can poﬁibly be devifed.
T'therefore crave leave to offer to
your notice the precedmg plan; _as,
in mjt apprehenﬁon, the moft- per
mianent-<and: ‘the"'moft eafy ‘to. be
inodelled and. reduced to fuch pro-=
portlons as may alfo fuit' ‘the next

eneration. For could the Very beft
plan be* 1mmed1ately adopted and
inftitutéd for a feries of years; it is
 evident; from the ‘foregoing confis
deratmn, that the effe@ of it would
foonwéar out; and that (unlefs Great

Bntam {hall hereafter ‘be obhged to

carry on’ o loﬁng ‘trade abroad) {omie
farther ‘alterations W111 becose ‘ne-
ceﬁ"ary, ‘in avcommodatlon of fuc—-
,ceedmgtlmes.. | ST

The pohcy mﬁltuted at the clofe‘ A
| Qf the laﬁ century, has been proved'

by

[ 25 ]

‘_ by experlence truly wife in its degree,
~ as it was adapted to the then exigency

of the nation. What then can be
more dlfcrete than to purfue the fame
: pohcy 710, w1th fuch Var1at10n, both

“in the degree and toward the ObJu&S, |
- as may beft fuit the flate and cir-

cumﬁances of the prefent day

The then obje& of parhamentary ’,

| care and concern Was the ploduce

| fary and proper to allow a bounty

on . exportauon of wheat till the

PI‘lCﬁ {hould exceed fix fhlllmes per |

. bufhel, WhICh Prov1ﬁon was  in-
rdeed hlghly exp\.dmnt at 'a tlme

| ‘When agrlculture claimed an un-

COHIII]OII degree Of VIgOI’OUS a1d and

. encouragement In our day, it has
- been found neceffary to prohibit the
| -exportatmn (of wheat efn c:al]y) fcve~

E ral
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ral times- Wxthm a few years pa aft,
even before it was fold for the utmoft
price entitled to bounty. And th1s,"
as T boﬁcéivé becaule by providéntieif
occurrences, to fay nothmg of occa-
fional artifices, the p11ce of every
other artu:le of Prov1ﬁon is fo much-
increafed, that every advance of the
Corn-market is too. feve1ely felt,—-
But however defirable it ‘may feem
that the price of Provnﬁons thould
be kept low, it ‘¢cannot furely be
- proper to DI‘Cfb them down too low:
Expemence has abundantly ‘proved
that extreme cheapnefs 1s equally
m_,uuous to the manufacturer and
the farmer : Seemg that great mul~
titudes of laborers, w111 not, in fuch
(,heap times, work more days in a
week, than will. pmcure them even
a fcanty Provifion for their feveral
families, and _‘Wzl wafte the reft of
o | their

[ 27 ]

thelr (I {hould fay the public’s) time
in idlenefs and debauchery

:

I témain, |
S I R,

~ Your moft obedient,

v ~ Humble Servant,

i T ~ PAMPHILUS.
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