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| ’I‘he Method of growmg of W 6o L
Lo n Scozf/and

i P R O POS A L S for 1mprov1ng the
Q\uahty of our W o OL..

'-In TWO LETTERS to the Comm1f~ / .
ﬁoners and Truftees for i 1mp10vmg Frsuga®
IRIES énd MANUFAQTURES in Scotland Sl

GEN’TLEMEN,
4 OR feveral years 1 heard an’ umverfal
B complamt of the low price of tarred
‘wool; and I was fatisfied, by my
- own expenence, ‘that the farmers
had reafon to complain 3 for"'follo'wing'the

| ‘ | '4imearmg, T thared the fame’ fate 3 and found,

*that though 1 changed my Wool-merchant, |
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- exported now: thaf’ formerly
“of thofe employed in manufaéturxncr the wool
at home .and. partrcular}y of the houfewwes |
and prwate families, who I foon found had -
They |

[4]

and carmed tBe yearfy produce of my fheep to

different markets, it feldom returned more
than my expence for tarring or finearing.
I was anxious to know the caufe, and for

thrs purpofe apphed to thofe who I thought

had the beft opportutiities of knowmg what
‘quantities of wool were formerly {hipped oft -
- for France, what at this perlod ‘and what was
~{ent to England, and othet markets ; but I re-
~ ceived from them very imperfec accounts, and |

was only told in’ general, ‘that much lefs was

the greatef’c fhare of the Woollen trade..

vconvmced me, that the farmers and wool-

growers firft and pr1nc1pa11y occafioned the'

‘,leﬂ'enmov the quantlty of -wool manufaétured

By deglecting the - proper’ management in

Amearing arid- wafhing their theep. . Some of - §
the oldeft: people informed me;," that. they re- |

- membered the ‘wool much better of its kind,

Land much lefs fpoﬂed W1th tar, than at pre-

: _;fent L : T
e All thxs led me naturally to conje&fure that |

| ':the prohlbmon of the exportatxon of Wool as

it

L then mqurred-

s ] SN
it is generally. believed,” was not the only caufe
in this country of. finking the price ; but that

' the farmers, finding they could 1mpofe upon

‘the buyers, ‘and fell tar in place of ‘wool, be-k

gan to. lay their fheep with greater quantities,
the value of tar being. much- lower than that

of wool. And this trick they camed on, ﬁnd- o

‘ing at fheep-thearing the weight greatly in-

- ftone or 16 Ib. of wool  as ‘it carne from the'

* creafed, occafioned by the mofsand. d1rt Whlch

ftuck to the fleeces mfomuch that out. of a

fheep, feldom more. remamed after fcourlng,

| than 8 1b fometrmes 75 and When the fheep .

fpa{’cured upon wrld and moﬂ'y grounds, not

o 'above 6. R
. (3 cannot eaﬁly be determlned Who ﬁr{t in- -

:txoduced the - cuﬁom of tarring ; but as our

| forefathers, though better- fmearers -than us,

.that it was fome farmers in ‘the head of |

did not fully underftand the lofs or advantage

| -attending’ the’ pra&ice, I fhall not take up

your time with an unprofitable inquiry.

T here is a tradition, . and I believe there are

fome very old people yet alive who remember,

R Tweeddale Who 1ntrodueed the cuﬁom of over-

o fmearmg, which, as, it- brought with it pre-

{ent proﬁt2 foon fpread over the country It

Az B R was;
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I A | |
| was not conﬁdered that the manufaé’turers
: would foon dtfcover the tl’le ‘that the wool

would fall to its true value, and that the mer"
chants Would g0 to another market

However, that they mlght carry on- the im-=

- pofition with a-fhew of reafon; they univer-

| fally gave out, that the néw method of fmear-
ing was abfoluaely necefTary for the health of

 their theep. - Their children hearmg this fo of-
- ten'repeated, ‘took- it for.. granted ‘and their
Anatural bent to follow the common pra&xce,
: Wthh thcy beheved neceflary, conﬁrmed

them in’ their opmlon. . ‘What heightened the

mrsfortune was;- -that our. gentlemen then ne~
ver 1nteref’ced themfelves in matters of - fo low
and fcrvrle a nature § and the manufaé’curers‘
and merchamts were eaﬁ]y led ta beheve, ‘that

the perfons ‘who wereg: daﬂy verfant in 1heep
«underﬁood them beft.

- We have had very few Whofe knowledgc

was fuch as to enable .them' to write on the
Aubject: and even in England, Whele {fo'ma-

fny ood laws have ‘been made for the ad..

- --vancement of rheﬂ WOOH@H manufaé’cur e, none

of thexr wiiters Whom I have feen, give any
' ﬁ-'dlreéhons forfalvmg or’ taumg, though it is

*‘;ﬂinoﬂ: u.n;verfally pra&rfed in the north of | |
i o Eﬂglaﬂd o

[ 71
Eng Jand, and where it feems to be as nec:eﬁaa
ry as in Scotland. e -

'The letter to the Marqms of Roc/%mgbzzm,
prmted in the year 1752, intitled, The com-

| plaints qf the manufaturers, ‘relating to the
“abufes in marking the jbeep, and wma’mg the
awool, naturally raifes.in a Seots reader melan-

choliy refletions. ~ As this paper is rare, I

fhall here gwe you the author s own Words,
p.8.&9

oo The rnanufaé‘curers of Wool complam,
s that, for feven years laft paft, fince the prlce
<. of wool has increafed, the growers have in-
56 ?creafed the mark of pitch and tar, by lay-;
£ ing on the fhieep a greater: quantity than is
€ neceiTary tq diftinguifh the property, and

- ciin fome places repeating it feveral times in
§¢ g year, for no other reafon, than in order
- #¢ to make the fleece heav1er for fale ; info-

¢ much that the tar-mark, Wthh formerly,.

6w hen clipped off, weighed, In {ome forts
& of wool, no more ‘than from fix to eight

-#¢ pounds, in a pack of two hundred and forty
X3 pounds, has of late Wexghed from: twelve to
< fixteen pounds, ‘and " in other forts, the
I3 weight of the tar -mark is ﬁ'om fix to twelve

ge pounds, Wthh was. formerly no more than

S from
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= from four to eight-pounds,' in a pack con~
. % tammg the fame quantity. - This tar-mark
# is wound up with the fleece, ‘and fold and

£ paxd for at the fame pnce W1th the reﬂ: of

- -f‘“ the Wool PR

< It s afterwards cut oﬁ' by the manu-

| s facturer; and whatever it weighs, half of :
F it s computed to be tar, and half wool. .
- % That which is tar is abfolutely good for

nothmg the wool mcorporate with the tar

© ¢ 35 likewife fo much wafte, as the expence ,

<t and trouble of difcharging the tar froni-the
¢ wool exceeds the réal value or worth of it

-« and" the wool which femains where the
. €

'\.

[ 4

‘."

“tar-mark ‘has been clipped: off, although

“¢¢-good wool, occafions a great lofs and pre-
$¢ Judlce to -the manufacturer ; becaufe . the
-¢¢ tar-mark cannot be cut off, without {hort- !
.¢¢ cning the ftaple, which being thortened, is
%< rendered only fit for making ftuff of an:in-
¢ ferior forty
-#¢ jts natural length it might have been work-
~4¢ed up into a-fine manufa@ure of great va-
#¢-lue: and the diﬁ'erericeariﬁnsr from this
$¢ orievance only, that is, - of the price- of the
%< goods made of the fhort or the long ftaple,
L5 "Where the bef’c wool is ufed, may be rec-

, whereas, had it remained in

e . _"‘koned

. 1

e

[9]

% koned at no lefs than 20 per cent. whxch

- 5¢ the. manufaé’curer lofes.”

‘This gives usa mlferable 1dea df the prefen&

| fcate of our wool in the fouthern. parts of. Scot~
 land. 'The Eﬂglz/b complain, that in 2401b.
: ;Welght of then' worft wool, 16 1b.: are abufed

by the tar—-rnarks, whereas we feldom find,
that. ours, when fcouredy yields' above one

‘half of the wemht taken from the fheep s back

and even that fpoﬂed like the Engls jZ» tar-

| marks; by fhortemng the Pcaple : befides, it 1s
umverfally mixed- with fmall p1eces of - pltch -

of which it cannot be freed by any means yet

'dlfcovered -and on which account a great part
 of the ‘worft kinds will receive no dye, but.

thofe-of the coarfeﬂ nature, and. that with
great lofs of dymg materlals and labour. S
~Long before ‘this fhort but valuable per~

o formance fell into my hands, I had frequently
employed myfelf in formmg conJe&ures of the

quantity of wool. yearly produced in Scoz‘lzmd
and learnmg the ufes to which it was apphed

but more. particularly in trying ‘experiments
wpon - my own; theep; and endeavouring to

“prevail with:.my neighbours to do the fame,
for the improvement of ‘the wool. |

However, the obfervations of thxs author
S - - were -
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| ‘that may be exported; or made up into difs

RS

Were of great fervn‘:e to mie, as they reprefentecf .

in a very lively mianner; the folly of our ma-
nagement, and. ftrengthened the - opinion that
our errors might be remedied by proper care. .

'To know what quantmes of wool we Have;

~ ferent kmds of manufadures, and- then fent

abroad, or ufed for the clothmg of ourfelves
at homeé ; the beft manner, in my humble. ap-
prehenﬁon, is; to confidér what counties, or .

parts. cof ¢ounties; want wool ~what have no

" inore than fufficient for fervmg ‘themfelves 3

“and ‘what produce not only fufficient for thema N
~ felves; but for the fupply of othersy ... .
. It.would fwell this lettet to'tco great q bulk,-l -
~tmnutely to point otit. the partxculars, and:-as . -
(it can hardly be otherwife brought to dny tos

lerable degree of exa@nefs; I fhall, in general |

only give -hints; which may be of fervice o -
“thofe who have better opportumnes and qua-

llﬁcatxons for obfervatlong

.. In general, it will be allowed, that the couna
~ties-on the north fide of the river Forth, fel-
~ dom produce 2 fufficient quantity of wool to
“clothe the inhabitants.

For ‘though Aberdeen
and the nelghbourhood annually export large

parcels of ftockmgs and Woollen ftuffs, it muft

be

-
i

[  1

be remembered, that the ‘gieé.tef’c fhate of the

wool that grows in the fouth 1s fent to that

county.. . | - | e
The: three countles of Loz‘bmn never. pro-
duce ‘wool fufficient for themfelves; ;and I

,fuppofe it will be granted by thofe-who know
the country; that that part of the thire of Stir~
ling on the fouth fide of the Forth, the fhn‘e ,,

of Renfrew, -with the county of Lanark,

which Glafgow and Hamilton are ﬁtuated 1a-

There may be

bour tinder ‘the fame want.

~ {fome doubt about the quantity of wool produ-

ced in the fhire of Air, and thire of Galloway 3
but when one comes to reﬁeé’t upon the num-~
ber: of inhabitants in the thire of Air, and the

| numbers of black cattle bred and fattened i in

the fhiré of Galloway, there will be little rea~

fon to' fuppofe they have more in that quar—v

ter than they ufe themfelves.

~ The ftewartry of Gzzllo‘wczy,k and county of |
- Dumffries, befides what they manufacture

themfelves, annually dlfpofe of a conﬁderable

- quantity of wool.
. The fhlre of T cviotdale does the fame 3 but "

if the fhne of Berwick ‘produces more than
fupphes 1ts own 1nhab1tants, it muf’c be a trifle.

B f Wn:hout




‘Without all queftion, the people of Tweed-
‘dale and the Foref? {ell by far the greateft quan-
tity of wool, in proportion to their numbers 5
‘b’u"t\' as the pirod‘ucé of th_efe two counties is 02"
the very coarfeft kind, it can, in ‘its"pkréfent

" ftate, amount to very little.

" From the confideration of thefe particul‘érl’s,

- '-it?Will'appca:, that the fcountry is of very {mall

extent, and wild, that grows.more wool than

. duflicient for clothing the inhabitants. - For
“though the fhires of Dumfries and Teviotdale,

:With the ﬁeWartfy: of Galloway, fell wool 5 yet
a great pr;oportion of thefe counties is applied
to the raifing of grain, and of black cat’tle..-“v

To finith this obfervation, - I am of opinion,
“that the centre of the wool-growing coﬁﬁtry

muft be fomewhere near the head of - Taweed-

dale; from which imagine a circle to be de-
‘;('cribed, the contents of that circle, or.the ez
~ tent of the country which pr-oduces more wool
than fupplies its.own inh’abi‘;ants; will be fbund K

‘to be extremely fmall, - -
As we have adopted the methods, and fol=

good order, it is hoped, by going on in that.

- manner, we may be able in time to feed more

L ,ﬂl‘?ﬁpi

s

- -IQ/Wedﬂ th’e{ examplé of the Englifh, in fome
few places, of laying down our grounds in |

{o much to the growth of

B A L
fheep ; and that the fpecies of that cattle, arid
their wool, will improve ; nothirig‘contr\ibuting |
fine wool as good
pafture: R CP T I
. On finding that the quantity is not €qual to
what is generally:-thought;,.} we fhould not de=
{pair, but ehdeavour to improve what we

‘have ; which s certainly ftill of great value,
and, by proper'care-,-;may be highlyladv_zinced "

in its quality. However, I would not here en=
‘make our wOoH_en’ ftand in competition with
our -linen manufaéture; ‘which, without all
doubt; is more agreeable to the genius “o_f the

~ people, and can be further extended, without
* raifing the jealoufy of our neighbours. P |
- 'Fo bring about the improvement of our
~ wool;’ I endeavoured to find out the methods

‘of managing their fheep in England; and par~

f tiédlarly their manner of tarring or {alving: on
which; you. will find, ouf greateft dependence

for the future improvement of - our wool muft
reft for as to the nature of the foil; quality

of the air; and fituation of the ground, all

which have alfo. remarkable influence, thefe

are not at our difpofal.

32’. Upon

deavour; as fome inadvertently have doeney to

Ty
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Upon mqmry, I found in Englaond the getta

tlemen, as well as here, knew little of the
matter;: leavmg to their fervants the manage-

ment of their fheep ; and the manufa@curers,‘

elther Jealous of hurtmg their - trade, or really
‘ignorant, would, or could glve very. little in-
| /formatlon
great quantmes of tar hurt both the fheep and
' their wool; that the more greafe. was mixed
“with the tar, the wool ‘would be the better,

“only,. in' general, ‘T learned, that

‘that the tar-mark to diftinguith property {thould

| be as {mall ‘as poﬁible, that great care. ouorht
. to be taken in wathing' the fheep before. chp-e .
ping; and that no dirt {hould be Wound up

with the flecce: -
. That the wool cut from the fheep fent from

- this country to. Eﬂglmza’ ‘the firft “feafon after
being {meared in' Scotland, ‘was very coarfe,

and fold at much the fame price it does here ;

the fecond year, being falved and marked: in
their manner, fold from 6 to 7 ﬂnllmgs per
. ftone, - ‘which is about double the price:of the

firft year; and ilill continued to grow finer, if |

the theep-were young’s though the fheep that

thus improved in their wool, fed on commons,

¥ and other grounds covered with as coarfe grafs, |
. o ,

and

~ the farmer as to the wool-—merchant,

Dis 1

.and as cold and much expofed as’ any of our

hills. |
This obfervaflon, ds to the: cold
afcertamed every fpring, from the time the

fiiow continuesto' lie upon their hxlls, thch

is generally longer than upon ours - -
* On this flénder information I began to make

’experlments ; and foon found to be true what

the Englifb: hinted" with refpeé‘c to the'addi=

-~ tional quantity of- greafe, and - wafhmg ‘the
- fheep

“but; till the year 1752, could find no
perfon «that could falve after. their manner;
when I had the good fortune to find one, who

had- fefved’ for -fore years ds-a thepherd in

that track .of high land Wthh hes between

l’brk/bzre and Lancafbire.
It-would be ‘needlefs to give the Whole va~
,rx,ety ‘of.experiments I have tried, it belng fuf-

- ficient :for cur purpofe ‘to mentlon thofe that

anfwered: beft. .
- To: compare thc new with the cornmori
v'praétxee, the expence of the new method with

the other, the advantage which the” country

may expet from following the new method,
the marking without tar, ‘the manner of wath-
ing, and the profit arifing from it, as well to

inay be*
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18, 1 mlxed 8 1b. of butter, Scots Wexght

Wthh is equal to 12 1b. Englzjg, with a Scofs
pint of tar, (and you wﬂl be pleafed to ob-

ferve all my experiments were made with the

fame weight and meafure); Wlth th1s compoﬁ-o

. tion fmeared 28 fheep. » |
= zd{y, 1 mixed 4 1b. of butter, 4 lb of render—
 ed tallow, and 1 pint of tar, (I am not certain

whether the tar was from Norway or the Plan-
tations ; however this - makes no great differ-
ence; as the Plantatlon tar has of late been
much improved) ; W1th this rmxture I tarred

| 32 fheep Co B
3dly, After reﬂe&mcr of What advantage it
Would be to the country, if we could with |

{fuccefs ufe whale-oil - in place of butter, I

made up a mmgmg or falve of :the followmg
compoﬁuon : 1 pint of whale-oil,; 4 1b: of tal-~
low, and 1 pint of tar.
~ufed, the oil being fuppofed too. thin of itlelf
for: fmearmg hght

With  this T got a neigh-
bour to tar 32 fheep. It feemed to anfwer
well; but as the {theep were fold before thear-
I am not {o certain of the fuccefs
of this as of the two former experlments. .
Befides the impr ovement of the wool, there
is, by following: any of thefe new methods,
- | \ : conﬁderable

y .

The tallow is here

" and the tar fix pence per pint,
very. hlghef’c puce, ‘the expence of" tarung a

AT
confiderable CXPCHCC faved ; Wthh W111 appear

from the followmg ftate. -
By the firft expenment 28 fheep are fmear—

ed, with 8 1b. of butter, and 1 pmt of -tar.

Allowing the butter to be fix pence per 1b.
“which is the_

fheep will amount only to 7% farthmgs
. By the fecond expertment the butter, tal-

: low, and tar, being valued at the fame prlce,

the expence of each fheep W111 be 63 farthmgs-

- per piece.

- The expence of mixing Wlth 011 in place of

"’butter tall comes cheaper, as the oil can be

"bought for g pence per pint. But fuppofe it
1 ﬂnllmg, then the charge will ftand thus:

e thilling for 1 pint of oil, 4 Ib. of tallow;
2 fhrlhngs, I pmt of tar, 6 pence;. 32 fheep
,‘_covered charge s+ farthings.

"The common way of the country is, to mix

2 1b. of butter, 1 thilling, with 1 pint of tar,

6 pence; with this. they generally {mear §

theep; the expence 14 farthings per theeps
- which is double the charge of any of the for-

‘mer experrments Others mix no more than

- 12 lb. of butter with 8 pmts of, tar, and lay 11;
- on m the fame propm t10n° - '

8 Qm(‘{g




o [ 13 ] |
Some; itds true, cheat themfelves, by mix=

ing their falve with urine, and others by mixing
it ‘'with -water in whlch the tender branches of

broom have been. boiled. . This extraordmary |

| cOmpoﬁtlon may have fome effe, as it increa-
fes the quantity of the falve, and leffens the
proportion of the tar, though I rather believe
~ thefe mgredlents to be hurtful in then' own

nature. . In cold grounds, fome farmers lay a

pint of tar, mixed as above, upon 4 theep,
and others {mear no more than 3 young fheep' |
,‘Wltll that quantity ,

F or .it is thé common. p1a&1ce to Iay thc

young heavier than the old ; for no other reas

fon that I can difcover, than that they are

ftronger, and better able to. W1thf’cand the bad

)
DA

effeéts of over—tarrmg, and the fleeces by thl,s o

means come to Welgh more -at Ihearmg

Tallow is of great fervice in the above ﬁm«-,
ple compofitions, as it makes the falvmg firm
and hard during - the time of the operation; .
and: as it thould :be laid or fpread in the Ihade,‘

of the wool. as fmall and as clofe to the ﬂcm as -

poffible with one finger only, it eafily rolls be-

fore, ‘and leaves a fufficient . quantﬁ:y of ﬁuﬁ:' '

upon each part; the perfon employed never

11ftmg abOVC the fize of a- hazel nut at one
e nme,. -

f i ]

fimeé ¢ dnd except what mu& be- kept in
{inall dith for immediate ufe; the falve fhoul& |
be laced in the open air,; or fome cool ihade, ‘

to preferve it hard and firm. =~ -~ ¢
If a {mearer underftands his buﬁnefs, hd

will: tar the -numbers -above mcntloncd with -
the " quantities {pecified; o even more ;- but

if unfkilful, not {o many

- The ftuff or falve in the cominon. method |
is “laid -on thh three ﬁngers, or the Whol&

hand.-

~ In the year 17 52, I tned the two ﬁrﬁ: i
. 17 £3; as I foundthie good effects, I followed
the fame pra&xce, * and added the third ‘expes
 timent of the oil’ mixed with tallow. This |
~ feafon 1 have continued ‘the fame method}
' and as iny ferVants are. become more expert, -
they fmear more| fheep thh the fame quantlty =

than they did formerly.r :

-1 have alfo'tried, upori my own. Ptock the

oil-and tallow ; ‘and that I might fill know
moré of the efféds of decreafing the quantity

of tar; ¥ mlxed 7 1b. of butter, and g 1b. of -
tallow, with: 1 pint of tar ; ~with' this falving,
my férvants, -having been orderéd todo it ag.
light as poﬁible, covered 51 large” wedders.

E -The expence, 7 1b. of butter, 3 thillings and -
| C - 6 pences

1
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6 pence 5 the tallow, 2,Ih11hnors and 6 pence 3
_the tar, 6 pence; this divided by 51, the num-

ber of fheep, amounts to httle ‘more than"

’V6 farthmgs per fheep.

The: nelghbourhood vwhen they heard of

. thlS laft experiment, thought it ridiculous;
- but when they faw the fheep fmeared they
| 'asrreed they were fufficiently covered in every

part with tar ; the fubtility of its nature, and
~ the: d1V1ﬁb1hty of its parts, bemg far beyond
-their Conceptlon, or indeed that of the moft

fthmkmg, till they make the expenment. |
It is hardly neceﬁ'ary to obferve here the

| Iavmgs of materials, and. the carriage, asat

- firft view there feems to be about one half:

but’ fuppofe the falving in’ th1s method to coft o
two thirds. of the money. laid out in fmearlng

in the common way, the dlﬂ'erence W111 a~
mount to a very large fum.. |
'The, . parlfh in Wthh I hve feeds about

40 ooo theep 3 fuppofe only a penny per piece

faved in fmearmg, this- wxll “amount to }661
B 13 s. 4.d. Sterling..
- The faving will ﬁxll be greater, 1f we fup~

| pofe the whole country to follow this method 5
~when it will certainly, as in hke cafes, lower
" -,the prxce of mateuals and ca,1r1age, thch I

have

[ 2x ]

'have all alonor reckoned at the prlce gWen

thefe two laft years, When they fold at a Very

h1 h rate. :
g hould the Whale—011 come to be ufed thc»

expence will il diminith, 00

- Till the. neighbourhood faw that there was\
an immediate decreafe of expence, feW or
none: followed the example: - however,. laﬂ:
winter convinced- thofe' who tr1ed the experi-
ment, that it contrlbuted more towards the
health of their fheep than the old method as

fewer died that were. fmeared in the hght |
‘way ; “and laft winter and fprmg was the moft B
-deftructive: feafon for fheep that has happened L

for ‘many years.

‘The ﬁoremaﬁers dxfagree arnong& thema-
~ felves as to the very. intention of {mearing. -

Some confider: its- p11nc1pa1 ufe to be,. the
prefervmg the fheep from cold ;. others from

B the rains; . others;again the deﬁroymg of ine

{ects, or preventmg, or curing thefcab.. They

thmk the tar the: p11nc1pa1 1ngredlent in the
falve ; but being too hot of 1tfelf they quah-\”

fy it with butter.

They pretend various. othe1 reafons 5 but I »’

am now convinéed their chief defign in laymg

@n fuch quantmes of taris, to make then' wool
| C 2z wexgh,_

s
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Welgh -which. many are fo honeﬁ as. to acn
j{nowledge. RS AN,

The prmcxpdl advantage, in my humble 0=

pm1on, arlﬁng from fmearmg with' tdr, 1s, the
killing of infects, preventing the fcab,. or cus

ting the- fheep When 1nfe&ed W1th that dlf-'

;emp er ¢« v

" All who" are acquamted Wlth the nature of
{heep know, ‘what terrible numbers of the in-
feGts' called ,{eds breed upon the young in par-
‘tmulaw ‘anid what' fwarms of even common.

maggots, in fome grounds; will ftick to any
 {mall hurt'where the fkin i ‘broken ;.
there depoﬁtmg their fpawn or eggs. SE T

the ﬂlCS, -

The cure is as umverfally known, of coyer=

ing the palt ‘with tar: but if" thlS is not time- -

oufly done, the maggots eat their.way into the
fheep’s body, or even into. the. hcad 1f they
| ;ﬁx where the creature cannot tub,"

For curmg the fcab, tar is certamly a good |
remedy, as’ it operates very quick and effec-

tually on’ dogs manged to a high degree, and
- when no other known remedy will ‘anfwer.
~ What may lead the farmers to fay that the

. tat keeps the {heep warm, is, that it prevents

the infe@s from breeding, and cures the fcab ;
Whyfch dlﬁcmpcrs caufe the fheep to rub, and

leave

- of the Wool

leave their wool upon every bufh and rugged -
When they have thus loft their wool,
they are’ certamly hurt with  the cold, forced

ftone,

to leave their pafture on the open grounds for
fhelter,
‘weak, with their wool twifted in bufhes and

brier s, half dead, and fomenmes, ;f ncglcc‘lu{ |
ed, are loft dltogether. -~ S
. ‘As by thefe obfervations we fee that tar is

neceﬁ“a.ry, or fome other cheap thing Whlch’ |

may anfwer the fame purpofe, we fhould en=~
deavour to' learn how it may be applied with

fafety, and not hurt the theep, or the quality
it being the cheapcf’c if not the

only remedy known, - that can be ufed to fo

= great an extent. :
-All.- they who, by thelr employmcnts, Aare -
fobhged to handle tar, know, that if they rub;

their hands with -a fufficient quantity of any
kind of greafe, it {foon makes the tar lofe.its
hold, and mixing with the greafe, is cafily

 wathed off: at the fame time they know, that
no other’ thmg, in common u(e, will have the o

/{ame effe&.

. Wiool-combers alfo point out the methodw
of prefervmg our Wool from " being - fpoiled.on:
the ﬂueeps ‘back, by their ufing fuch large |

: quantities

and are ﬁequently found when
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' *quantltles of oil or greafe, to free it from pltch

or any other kind of naf’cmefs |
“The expenments I tned are fouuded upon

‘ thls prmcxple, That greafe, if mixed in a fuf=
ficient quantity, is a proper lixivium, and will

_prevent the tar from having bad effeé’cs, ‘and
even ufeful in helping to remove the remains

- of. the tar from the fleece af'ter itis thorn ; that
‘a much fmaller quantity of tar is neceffary to
| deﬁroy mfeé’cs, and cure the fcab, than is com-
~monly ufed ;
“no other way, than preventmg the lofs'of then"
“wool by rubbing, &¢. ; that the more greafe
that is mixed with it, the greater fuccefs it will

probably have,” of keepmg out the cold raln, |

, and melted {now.

“that it keeps the theep warm in

Nature feems to pomt out thxs as a remedy,

as all the creatures who 1nhab1t the northem
" countries, and live much in the Water, and
~upon ice, are remarkable for the quantities of

fat that lies 1mmed1ately under the {kin, which

s certamly placed there by the. Author of na-

ture, to keep out the water that mlght otheru

Wlfe penetrate.
- ThlS {hould gwe a hint,’ to tar, Or rather )
| greafe, the lean {heep more than the fat : but
the contrary is the praé‘uce 5 for itis a com-a |

[ 25}

1 mon faymg, When they meet with 2 fat fhee p,’ o

Give him a good 11ck of tar, he 1is able to
'bear it. C N

than otherwife : for it is found by expenence,

- that when a {mall quantity is mixed with the
tar, it flicks to that part of the wool to which
it was firft attached ; this bemg pufhed on by

the young: growth it runs in knots at the
ends, and is plaited and woven together to
fuch a deoree, that it cannot with  prefit be
dlﬁntangled by any invention yet found out,

| but mu{’t be -cut off, as: they do the marT{ {o B

much complamed of 'in England.

- When the wool comes to fick thus tooee-
ther at the ends, ‘it .commonly divides, and

~makes a fhade along the back ; here the rain

~ enters, and the fhow and hoarfrof’c conﬁ:antly

| lodge, and ftarve the theep to death.

When fheep are {meared in the hght ‘way,
the wool ‘never runs in knots, but is always#
~ kept moift with the greafe ; and if care is ta-

ken; at falving, to caft the run of the thades

' acrofs the back, it wxll feldom, if ever, dlvxde .
~.'This precaution has never been followed €% |

cept by myfelf and a few others;

It is certain, that the tar wﬂl. continue longer f
‘upon the fkin, when well mixed with greafe,

TR
Xi §
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Our farmers here, a8 Well as in Engldrz“af '
| hegle& not the. advantage of laymo- on great
quantities of pure or unmixed tar, by way of }

mark; and even pretend it is deﬁgned to keep
‘the ﬁ)eep warm, and ‘that nothlng elfe will

ftand the weathet‘ and anfw‘er the ongmal de-f X

| ﬁgn of diftinguithing property. But- nothing
- is more falfe than this: for I have found, by
repeated experlence, that if fheep are marked

with keelﬁone, or red: chalk, at chppmg, af-a, |

ter the fleece is cut off, it will laft to Martine

‘mas; and if it is then fenewed when the
theep are frneared, it will contmue thhout ,

any additional help, till {hearmg-time again §

and is eaﬁly rubbed off at wathing, or when
“the wool is fcoured. TItis alfo to be obferved; .

that marking with keel cofts no expence.
- Farmers that would have their wool put up "
in order, thould hand-wath all their {heep.

'This, at firf, may feem a hard tafk to thofe

~who have great ftocks; but if they will take
the fmall trouble, to place one of their {hlftmg-

bughts that they milk their ewes in, upon a
‘burn or river fide, and ‘make .two or. three

- :men go into the water, the fervants Who are
generally employed upon farms of that extent |

,iwﬂl eafily Wa{h a thoufand in one day o
| | The'

4

The perfon Who frnears hls* theep hght and |

waihes his wool clean; has a: great advantage
over. his nelghbours ‘who "do" not' follow the
{fame praéhce ; -as he can fend hlS wool to the
market at lefs: expence of ‘carriage
‘ wool at: prefent {eldom produces dbove one
' half after fcourmg, the fairmeér, or Wool—mera |

ehant (for it is' the’ fame thing: whoever ad< -
aGually: pays: one: “half

vanees the money),
of the: carrlage ‘for naftinefs” of no ufe;but

which, being foreced and- drawn together ina,

| pack and carrxed in hot weather, | ‘melts;: and
mlxmg with: the Wool hurts 1t more than s
Wy-imagineds: 0 MR
gér:rgegce thaﬁ: is: ﬁneared w1th t’af, well mmed

i :\17;71t‘h‘:fgrcafe, will certamly be: fome- hghter
when cut from r.he theep, ‘than that which is
othervmfe 5 “but when both’ come to be fcoured

the former Wﬁl be “'found much ‘heavier 5 5 no=~

‘ thing: fhen remaining but the wool itfelf, of a
finer  nature, the: ftaple longer, and\ confe-
ently of: hxgher~ value:" Sy e
quln greportxon asT m#xed the tar’ W1th greafe,
Ifopnd. this, and: got ‘the higher prices for my

‘ Wool
{old the1r Wool under 3

fold fomc of naine for 6 fhxllmgs and 6 pence 3
. and

for 4s our-

and-when .my neighbours: laft” feafon
thillings pér’ ftone, I._

At

AN e T B
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- duce the: beft parc
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and could ‘have fold all I had for above 6 thil-

lmgs, ‘but kept it, in order
riments a little farther. .

T hough the order and manner’ in Wthl’l .

thxs is wrote. may not be: very acceptable, yet

E hope what is faid will convince’ .you, -that

the future: fuccefs of our: Woollen manufa&ure

will much depend upon the 1mprovement of
- our WOOl

“that the ‘bad. fucceﬁs our manu—-
facturers have lnthe1 to had, is in a gr eat mea-

fure owmg to the. matemals, and the unlkllful
tarrmg of ‘our fheep 3 SR

- That the 1 premiums givento. manufaéturersa

accordlng to the prefent plan appomted byt thd

Honourable Truﬁees and: approven of by his

will not be fufficient encour agement
Unlefs the wool is made better

That it is not impofiible, to. 1mprove our
wool at an eafy and moderate charge. '

"It is therefore humbly {ubmitted, What ef-

, ,feé’c it would have, ta give part of the ‘money

| allowed for pr omotmg the woollen manufacs
ture, in premiums to the farmers, Who Ihould .

| ‘and appomted times, pro- j‘

cels of wool, ‘under proper

regulations;. to Judges appomted by the Ho-

_nourable Ttuf’cees and atthefe ﬂatlons ~meets

mgs |

at.certain Pcations

to carry my eXpr.

[ 29 l

ings fhould Be held of the farmers and WOol-{
‘merchants, to make bargams for that com~

modity:

T hough thlS regulatlon, and fuppofed im= -
provement fhould not' for fome time engage
~the manufaé‘curers of our own countxy to ex-% ;
tend their trade ; yet the certam reformation: of -
‘our wool would induce: the: Englg/b to buy .
from us; and th61 eby pomt out 1ts t”fue Value
| to our own people. ‘

It would alfo remove, in a great meafure,

."the chief ob)eéhon the farmers hive to follow |
“the new methiod of fmearmg, as the premiums

given would fully pay - for the- fuppofed addl-

. s by the death of theep. - - |
_tIOIIlzl 1t(l)lfe gelghbourhood wheré the eXpen-&
meérits -were tried, fevéral of the farmers hax;e
followed the example; but it is not probable .
“that this can foon become the general praéhce,
unlefs promoted by publtc encouragement. .
R & arring, in the nofth country, would ;:er—
: tamly have remarkahle good effeé‘cs, by killing;

the infets, and preven‘tmg or curing the {cab,

ly -
ftempers their theep are certainly
o WHieh e and indeed any

- perfon of knowledge Would conclude thxs ﬁ'om

| then‘ a pearance.‘j R T IV
;,P . D=2 - If

more liable than in the fouth';
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<can be of fervice, it will give me pleafure.
{E R A

g debul‘g}h Dec. 13 -
}Sri“cjty of mixing whale-oil and tar, may be ea~
/oo thin of themfelves for falving, an addition

fir mnefs RRTRL

“that are i ght fmeared, 'as thofe that are black

~ with tar and dirt. This objection will be: re-
. moved, in agreat meafure, by mixing with
~ oil, without doing hurt to the fheep or their

of

P OSTSCRIPT.
.- The doubt that has arifen about the pro=

fily removed ;. for -1 know from experience,
that they will mix intimately,” though, being

“of a fmall proportion of butter, - or rather tal-
low, is neceffary to bring them to”a proper

... Some farmers :‘hafre" ‘obferifed‘,. that thé— Eng-.
 #ifl are not fo fond of buying our young fheep -

wool; for the oil isknot' fo fbpn‘ as other kinds

of greafe dried up by the heat of the anihal s
and fheep {meared in this way will be known

for eight months after the Qperatidn{'tby'lthe
| grééﬁnefs and dark colour of the fleece; and

.

“in proportion s the falve continues upon the

fkin, it will be granted, that the fheep will

fuffer the lefs injury from the weather. But it

is a - miftaken notion, that' the Englzﬁ,prefer_ o

fheep that are black and covered with tar, to
~“the fheep whofe fleeces are. Whitc;' and cle;aner_. |

Formerly it was the pradtice, to lay ’1‘;10{’: tar
“upon’ thofe ‘that fed upon cold and wild
- grounds; and it may be ftill the cafe in fome

| : placfé:s'~': “which made the Englifb farmers . ar-

 cold and mofly grounds, and fo, abufed with

gue: with themfelves, If fheep fed on fuch

| tar, look . fo well, - what may we not »e‘xp_e&,
 when we feed them on better - paftures, and

faliie’themﬁinioulj;manner? .

" Our ftorematfters, obferving tﬁe Eézglz)’b-fatm-,

et reafon in this way, not only {mear thofe

heavier that are intended for the Engli/b mar-
ket ; but when the theep have the fortune to
feed on dry grounds; and in a milder climate,

“drive them through deep miry plac,es; before

'th‘ey offer them to fale, to adomﬂthcmiwith,
ST that

b DL R ATt
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~ that colour they 1magme the Engl //9 fo be fd; N
o fond of.

However, Iam fenﬁble, could ‘we he pre-«

- valled on to fmear in the new manner, . oug

: Engl /(b merchants, hearmg of our reforma-

" tion in this artlcle, would foon alter thelr me-~,
thod of Judglng, and give a hlgher pricey reas:

| fonably expeting a more than proportionable ..
- return from the change in the wool, all our -
L year-old fheep being fold in the fleece. :
| Mlxrng with oil would brmg along with'it
_inany other advantages By faving our butter;
- we would have fiifficient for other purpofes;
. which has of late never been the .cafe. - It

would likewife greatly promote the whalex

fithing, by creating at home a new market for
our oil; -in return for which thofe employed |
in the cold Gremkmd {eas . would confume an
additionial ‘quantity- of our coarfe woollen :

goods, gram, and black cattle e
In the month of Oé?aéer laf’r 1 falved 6 5

lheep Wrth 1 pint of tar, mixed with 8 1b. of
butter and 6 Ib. of tallow; which coﬁ's fome- ’
thing lefs than 6 farthings per piece.. " And to

try fill furthet what - length. we mlght with

fafety dmnnxfh the tar, ‘I put. 3:'chopins:of
- ,Whale-oxl into 1 mutchkm ; but finding i it ne-

ver

o pmg
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- wer thickened, though expofed to the cold I
 added 2 1b..of rendered tallow.  This. addmon

foon brought it to a proper conﬁﬁence, and

with it I fmeared 20 fheep: ~which you will

be pleafed 1 to obferve, "at the prrce 1 have rated ‘

“the: materlals all along, is alittle more than

1-penny per piece, and -about one twentieth

* part of the tar generally ufed. They have en-
~ dured the cold through winter, and are Juf’t |
~ mow in a§ good order as any of the flock, = -

With a defign to make others try experr—g

ments, it mlght be propofed what effe&t it N

would have, toufe, in ‘place of the ﬁngers, ,' |
a fmall bruth for’ laying on the falve:
_To. fmear our fheep 1mmed1ately after clip-,

:To fmear or rub before Wmter, with the ,
fame materials, ‘our black cattle that are much- _
expofed 5 1t belng obferved, that thefe cattle

| .fuffer much by worms bred in thexr hldesg
?nd other drﬁempers of the ﬂml
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L E T T E R n st

GENTLEMf»EN,

- ¥ N ‘the: month - of B Ieceméer 17 54_, I gaveg
; _you the: trouble of ‘a letter,, containing afi. .
| account of the prefent ﬁate of our tatred: Wool -
“in the fouth country 5 the 1nducements Wthh

I fu pofe, at firft tempted the farmers to’ ift=

“\troduce fo foul 2 pméhce, and their 1llpground~ L
ed: reafons to contmue ‘the: fame. I there en-

deavoured  to. thow the bad: confequence an

_ improper method of tarring had in: preventing
"the increafe. of our woollen” manufa&ure, ‘and

the loﬁes the country fuftained: byit. I then - |

pomted out a method, by which, I humbly

| ife: 1 the
1 rehend ‘great favings would -ar1
| qizntrty of materials ufed by .the’ farmers ift

tarring,.. at the fame time that'the wool would

be! greatly improven; and the fheep themfelves’ '
no wife hurt,, but rather receive’ a: New’ addis
" tion of value by better management

"o frengthen the above affertions, I gave
a faxr account of fome experrments I had then

trred to fheW, ‘that our prefent ‘method of
tarrmg is 1mproper, ‘and hurts both the theep
and their wool; “that one half of the expence
of tarrmg or falvmo mlght be faved and that

~the

/
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the produce of our I’cocks would be greatly i RN

proven thereby

. After: mentlonmg the above partrculars, I
took the hberty to hinty whether the. giving of

premHJms, under - proper. regulatrons, to the
farmers or f’coremaf’cers Who thould: be found

to produce the beﬁ parcels of that commodrty,

Would not -be of" great fervice 'in promotmg'

the growth of good wool, and increafe our

“Wwoollen manufa&ures 3 the manufa&urers ha-e .
ving, upon all occafions; given'it a$ a chref :
teafon for the {mall-advance made in that va~
luable branch of trade, That out wool Was fo~ |
~ fpoiled with tar, that it Would nelther fpin,

'dye, or drefs, fo as to" be fit for a forergn~

market; or at leaft, to free the Wool of the
~ tar and dirt, * which of neceflity adhered to it,. .
fo as not to fuﬁer in thefe operatrons, made- \
it fo expenﬁve ‘that they ‘could ‘not” go to
market fo cheap as the Englifh, who falved or:
- tar1ed their fheep after a better method.

Havmg the pleafure to ﬁnd that the ob-« ,k’

- fervations made in my former letter gave fatif~
| faéhon 1 now venture to propo[e the follow-

| mg fcheme for | encouragmg the country, byit-
premrums, to 1mprove the quahty,k as Well as. e

mcreafe the quantrty of Wool

E SCHEME




N That the fum of
- vrded into twelve fhares

{363;“
SCHEME

Thefe are to. be dlﬁrrbuted mto PI‘IZES at “
E the fdllow1ng places o ,

e New Galloway, for the i’cewartry of Kzrkcud—-

bright.
Kzlmamodz for the fhrre of Azr. -

- Sanqubar, for sz‘lfdale
 Mofat, for Annandale.
Langholm, for Efkdale.
 Lanark, for Clydefdale, o :

Peeéles, for Tweeddale.

- Selkirk, for the Forreft. . BT
: j’edéurgb for the lower part of ﬂ?vzatda[e, .
Hawick, for the hrgher part of that county. e

Greenlaw or Lauder; for Berwickfbire.

chddzﬂgtm, for Ecﬁ-Laz‘bzan S

The above places are named as bemg moft '
| convenlent for ﬁtuatron or markets for wool,
E and Where branche§ of that manufaé’ture are
carrred on. -
- may be appomted as {hall be thought proper, o
“or as the funds will anfwer | ~
That the. encouragement gwen to each of .
o 7thefe places fhall be leldCd mto three prizes,
B | fuppofe} :

However, ‘more or fewer ftatrons

{hould be d1~r

{37 ,]

fupr\ofe 5, 3, zl Sz‘erlmg a—prece, no parcei = _,
given in to. contend for a premlum to contain ol

o lefs.than 3 packs,

‘of at leaft 10 {’tones each.
No. parcel to gain above one prize; and
muft be all the property of one farmer, and

of the yeat’s growth in WhICh he contends for

'the prize. | ik
| The above quantrty is hurnbly propofed as
o _the largenefs of the pareel would prevent ma~

: ny tricks; and prrvate perfons from gammg

ho kept'] lefs than 300 theep. .

* That the premiums {tiould be deterrnmed o
" 4t the times when fairs and markets are held -
at thefe towns,. ‘and when the wool-merchants

~ are fuppofed annually to come and buy up the R

produce of the nerghbourmg country. | |

~ That the judge or judges fhould be appomt« o
 ed by the Honourable Troftees. . :

RQuery- ‘Might not the prefent rrdrng oﬁieer -

- be obhged and 1mpower ed to do this, - and .to |
¢l for the affiftance and advrce of othe1 S o0
»thought neceffary? ' | - |

"~ 'To add the more {pirit to thrs laudable unQ |
dertaking, I would humbly- propofe, that a
centr cal place fhould be fixed on, Where, af-

ter the above prizes were determmed a h1gher R
~ fum than any of the former fhould be givento .
~ the perfon who' fhould produce the beft pack S

kf ~rof Wool brought from any- of the {tatxons be- |
| | E 2 - fore
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_ fore mentxoned

. again.a chance grven them to. carry oﬁ". alfo

 the prmcrpal .prize, -and: thow the’ 1mprove- -

| ment of . their. wool to merchants 85’6

- The. \allowmg one pack.. here to garn the |

-prlze, is intended to fave carriage :
prevent trlcks, the perfon, after gammg any
of . the fmall out—prrzes, fhould immediately

declare his mtentlon to enter hrmfelf a. candl- -
~date for the great premlum, in. that cafe the |

- judge there fhould be-impowered to. mark. the
~pack agreed on, fo that no change of the con-
tents ‘could be-made Wlthout difcovery.. .

However, if any new drfputant offered he
fhould be obliged to. produce. thtee packs, and

- on the fame condrtrons with thofe at-the: Out=

{tatrons, to brmg all. the drfputants upon !ther -
fame, level.

~ That - you mlght have an opportumty to. fee |
the produce of the drﬁ"erent counties,’ and the '

annual improvement, the town of Edznéwgb

1 humbly apprehend, would be the moft pro- |

per: place for. determlmng this . laft -prize. or,

‘a variety of .premiums’ tempting . a2
?reater number of candrdates to try. thelr for~

Y
B )
o

At the fame trme that the premmms Werc

et advertlfed it Would be proper to gwe the beft

R dne&rons

and that the gainers of the,
| prxzes at. thefe out—ﬁatlons, fhouId have here -

but to |

LY NN R e A, 3 i
. . § -

- Pnzes
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"1 é‘c ohs to the farmers for tarrmg, markmg,
d recti

d wafhing’; by following: ~which they would
. all 4

the’
I sbable chance to gain t
have th?bu?ﬁf rfo bmd them down to cer-

| ules; for that, I doubt would l{l‘avsv ee;rf ;l
t?ln::flf:eét as they are all, or mo{tly o
5 .

ded to their old cuﬁoms that nothmg but
¢

r wﬂl*

| demonﬁratxon repeated over a;md OVer,
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