‘ 5

Ll o

3 4 ¢

T

6 7 8 9

AN

EXAMINATION
Statutes
| NOW IN FORCE RELATI’NG }4
ASSIZE OF BREAD;

REMARKS ON THE BILL

 INTENDED TO BE BROUGHT INTO PARLIAMENT

BY THE

COUNTRY BAKERS.

L Lo

BY JAMES NASMITH, D.D.

@NE OF HIS MAJESTY’S JUSTICES OF THE PEACE FOR
THE COUNTY OF CAMBRIDGE AND ISLE OF ELY.

—_ ,
| igbech ¢
PRINTED AND SOLD BY JOHN WHITE.

60LD ALSO BY RIVINGTONS, LONDON; DEIGHTON,
CAMERIDGE; AND EDWARDS, ELY. '

(PRICE TWO SHILLINGS AND SIXPENCE)
P&~ o :
1800,

ot e tat




O THE RIGHT HONORABLE

PHILIP
EARL OF HARDWICKE,

LORD LIEUTENANT

OF TIE

COUNTY OF CAMBRIDGE,

THIS TRACT

IS RESPECTFULLY DEDICATED
BY HIS LORDSHIP’s

- MOST OBEDIENT "HUMBLE SERVANT,;

JAMES NASMITH.

o




g St e

e Qg e e ey

B e e

A s e

T 84 W9 Nt N At e s

e

EXAMINATION,
&, Ecn

CHAP. 1.
e
Introdultion.

N a feafon of fcarcity, as the preflure is

univerfally felt, fo are the minds of men naturally.
turned to the caufes from whence that fearcity has
arifen.  The labourer réturning from the Village
Shop with the diminutive loaf to fatisfy the craving
appetites of a numerous family, wonders how the
quantity he ufed to purchafe for the fame money
fliould have thus rapidly decreafed ; and, unfkilled
in calculation, he fufpeéts there muft be fome othér
caufe than a fcanty harveft, and that the avarice of
fnan has joined to incréafe the fufferiigy inflidted
by providence. If he applies for information, é
can only be told that the price of Bread is fixed
by the Magiftrates according to a certain Table

eftablifhed by Law: but by what rules that Table

was conftruéted, what proportion of profit is allowed
to the Baker, and whether that proportion be no
more than the due reward of his labour; or

whether the public diftrefs brings with it an increafe

B
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of gain to him, and he enriches himfelf moft in
feafons of g_encral calamity, are queftions which few
are prepared to refolve.. Sufpicion ever accom-
panies igﬁorance: and while men do not know
what the Baker is allowed, they will ever be prone
to fuppofe the allowance extravagant. :

My intention isto enqﬁifé into the Principles on
which the Tables of -Affize in the Statutes of
31 Geo. 2. c. 29. and 13 Geo. g. c. 62 have been

formed: to ainve{"d‘ga‘t’e" how far they uniformly

adhere or deviate from thefe principles : .to poing

_out how the iyreguiaritiés‘, for fuch will bé-found to

exift, affe@t the prices or weight of bread: and
to point out the means "of remedying thefe irre-

gularities, and correfting the Tables fo as to make

them firi€tly conformable to their ?ridéiplés} |

And "béca"u:fc objle&idr:ls kh‘avé' been. brought
againft the very principles on which the prefent
Tables are conﬁru&cd, I fhall confider how a New

and General Table may be formed, not liablc to

*the fame objettions,

¢

CHAP. IL
Of the Principles on which the Tables of
| . Affize are conflrutted.

THE Standard which regulates the Sale of Bread
is the Bufhel of Wheat, which as it rifes or falls in

‘value, proportionally increafes or diminifhes the

price or weight of the Loaf.” The Baker, for his
labour, expenfe, and profit, has an allowance on
the Bufhel of Corn, the fixing of which allowance is.
left to the difcretion of the Magifirates, and it is
now generally 1s. 6d. per bufhel. The amount

of thefe two articles, that is of the price of the

Buihel of Wheat, and the allowance to the Baker
for baking it, forms the firft column in the tables

of Affize.

. Loaves are baked of two delcriptions, diftin-
guithed in the Statutes by the names of Afized
Bread and Prized Bread. The Affized Loaves
always fell at the fame price, fuch as Penny
Loaves, Two-penny Loaves, &c. but vary' in
weight with ‘the varying price of the Bufhel of
Wheat : the Prized Loaves, better kno vn by their
B2 '
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~ufual appellations of Peck Léaves; Half Peck

Loaves, and Quarter Peck Loaves, are always
refpeétively of the fame determinate weight, and are
regulated in price by the price of wheat. The

remaining columns of the Affize Tables contain, -

firft, the weight of the Affize Loaves, and next the
prices of the Prized Loaves. -

Now, before the weight of the one, or the prices of
the other, can be calculated from  the price of .the
Buthel of Wheat,'it is neceffary to afcertain what
proportion the price of the Buthel of 'Wheat bears
to the Price of the Sack of Flour, and what pro<
portion the weight of the Sack of Flour bears to
the weight of the Bread made.from it.- Let us

firft feek information from the Statute. oo

¢ Magiftrates-and Juftices, within their feveral

¢ jurifditions, being to fet the Affize and fix the:

¢ Price of the feveral Loaves of Bread, having
« refpet to the Price which the Grain, Meal or
« Flour of which the fame are made fhall bear in

¢ _the Market; but no provifion being made how

o
n

they fhall know what price the refpe&tive {orts of
¢¢ Meal and- Flour fhould be efteemed to b.ear,»ih:
<« proportion to the price of Wheat, they are there-.
« forc to take notice, That the Peck Loaf of each
s fort of Bread is to weigh, when well baken,

¢ 17lb. 6oz. Avoirdupoife, and the reft.in propor~

& tion; and that every.Sack of Meal or Flour is

J

¢ 10 weigh 2 cwt. 2 grs.mett, and that from every
s« Sack of Meal or Flour there ought to be pro-
« duced 20 fuch Peck ILoaves -of Bread; and by

- oblerving the faid rule, Magiftrates and Juftices

« may at all times know if the Baker hath more or
& lefs than the allowance they intend to give him.”

It has" been alledged by a refpetable writer on
this fubje&t, that though we have here given us the
proportion between the weights of the Sack of Flour
and of the 20 Peck Loaves of Bread baked from
it, we are flill left entirely in the dark as to - the
proportional prices of the Bufhel of Wheat and

- Sack of Flour: he confiders this paint as inten-

tionally left in obfcurity, and fays, ¢ it feems to

-« have been a fecret too valuable to be entrufted: to

« the public or even to the legiflature.” I apprehend
this feeming omiffion in the Statute to have arifen,
not from the artifice of the Bakers, but from this

_ proportion being then generally known, though it be

now funk in oblivion, and the proportion that then
exifted very materially changed by the many changes
and improvements which have taken place in the

* manufafuring of Flour. Butif I am herein mil-

taken, and the Bakers both drew up the Table of

" Affize, and alfo ftudioufly endeavoured to-conceal

from the knowledge of the public on what pro-
portion between the refpellive prices of Flour and
Wheat it was calculated, they appear to me to have
been very bungling contrivers. - The learned
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writer, whom I have hefore quoted, has thought

it neceflary to inform his readers in a note, that

¢ four-fevenths of 36 is four times 36 divided by

¢ feven.” Now, if he imagines the Bench of Magif~
trates or Juftices to be ufually formed of men to
whom explanations of thisfort are neceflary, I readily

allow the problem to be beyond their folution, and
I will further allow that it would be nattral for -
fuch men to miftake the Peck of Flour for the

Peck of Wheat, and to be furprifed to find that

Four Peck Loaves of Wheaten Bread cannot beA ‘
made from "the' Buthel of Wheat. But if there be -

fuch a Bench exifting, either in borough or county,
it is to be hoped, that inftead of bewildering their
underftandings with a matter too hard for them,

they would call to their affiftance fome better head - |
than their own; and if they propofed the queftion

to the fchoolmalter or excifeman of the town,
either would tell them, ¢ Seek in the Table the
e« price of the Peck Loaf, compute what 20 {fuch
« Toaves fell for atthat price, whichis what the

e Sack of Flour produces to the Baker when
¢« baked and fold in Loaves of that fize: divide

¢ the amount, of the 20 Loaves by the Sum in the
% firft column of the Table correfpondent to the
¢ price of the Peck Loaf, and the quotient will

¢ give you the proportion which the Price of the

« Sack of Flour in' the judgement of the cal-~
¢ culators of the Table bears to the price of the

"« Buthel of Wheat,” I have entered  into -this

detail to refcue a ufeful body of men from. the .
fufpicions incautioufly raifed againft: them Dby this

worthy and intelligent . author, who. unfortunately

- fetting out on a miftaken fuppofition that the de-
_nomination of Peck when applied to the Loaf had

a reference to the Meafure. of Corn and not of
Flour, has employed four pages to fhew that Four

Peck’ Loaves of Wheaten Bread cannot be made

{from the Bufhel of Wheat, but that the table allows

" a Buthel and an half; this he fuppofes the Magiftrate
" notaware of, and concludes that the Baker receives -

half as' much again‘as it was intended to allow him.
Now this is to fuppofe, that for.nearly half a cen-
tury the ‘Magiftrates have beeh blind fools, and the
Bakers defigning knaves, ~who have impofed upon

_them with impunity.  But furely it is more rea-

{onable, and will better agree with the opinion the
public would with to entertain of the ability of the
Magiltrates, . and the integrity of = the trade, to
fu‘ppofekthat the Legiflature, when it diretted the

Magiftrates to give the ‘Baker an allowance on the

B_u{hel of Wheat for baking, meant he fhould
receive that allowance for every Bufhel of Wheat
ufed; and that whatever number of bufhels and

parts 'of a bufhel are equivalent in' value to the

Sack of Flour, the fame number of allowances and
parts of an allowance are to be given to the baker

for baking it. For inftance, if in Wheaten Bread

the propertion between the refpe&ive prices of the

Sack of Flour and the Bufhel of Wheat is, as-will -
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be prefently fhewn, that of 73 0 1, “then it was’

the intention of the legiflature that the allowance
for baking the Sack fhould be 71 times that granted

on the Bufhel of Wheat, and therefore, when the
Jatter is 15. 6d. the former will be 11s. gd. But of the
allowance to the baker I {hall treat more largely in
another place, I now return to the inveftigation of
thé relative values of the feveral kinds of Flour

compared with the bufhel of wheat, as aﬁumed for '

the foundauon of thefe Tables.

To begm with Wheaten Bread : ‘when the Bufhei
of Wheat is at 4s. and the bakers allowance is
15. 6d. the correfpondent price of the Peck Loaf
is 25. 1d. Twenty Peck Loaves, therefore, fell for
41s. 8d. this fum dlwded by 5s. 6d. gives 7% ot
fomewhat exceedmg 7Ld.  If the trial be repeated
when Wheat is at dxfferem: prices, the refult will
ftill be 7 and a fraftion, varying invalae, but always
fomewhat grcater than an half.
next line of the table be mfpe&ed, when
Wheat is advanced to 4s. 3d the bufhel, making,
with the allowance to the baker, gs. gd we fhall
find the correfpondent price of the Peck Loaf té
be gs. 21d. and that of the Quartern Loaf only 63d.
where the Peck Loaf e\{ceeds in' price four
Quarter Peck Loaves by £4. many fimilar irre-

gularities will appear on the moft curfory view of

the Table; it may, there{'ore without rifk of error,
be inferred, that the varying excefs of the ‘pros

Now if the very

portion found above that of 73 to 1, is entirely.
owing to the irregularities of the table, and that'y%
to1 isthe proportion on whieh it ;wa;s,, caleul-at'e’d. :

In the fame table wuh the welghts and pmces of |
‘W heaten Bread, are given thofe of Houfhold: Bread,
and ¢ the Wheaten Loaves,” falth the - Statute,
¢« are three-fourths of the weight of ithe Houthold
¢ Loaves, and the prices of the Houfhold Loaves
« are always three-fourths of the prices of the
¢ Wheaten Loaves.”” The refpe@ive values of
the different kinds of Flour of which Wheaten and
Houfhold Bread are made being thus fixt in the
proportion of 4 to 3, the proportion of the refpefive
prices of the Sack of Houfhold Flour’ and of the
Bu{hel of . Wheat will be as 53 to 1. For as
4: 33t 75 53 If, to verify this refult, we apply the
preceding rule, we fhall find that when the bufhel
and bakers allowance is 6s. the prlce of the Peck
Loaf is 1s. '81d and confequently 26 Peck Loaves -
fell for 345 2d divide by 6, and the quotient will
be 542 exceedmg 53 by .- or %, and wheréver the
trial is made, a fimilar excefs, fometimés’ greater
and fometimes lefs, but always mconﬁderable, will
be found, and may be afcribed to the fame caufe as
the hke excefs in the former palt of the 1:ablee “

s

Beﬁdes Wheaten and Houﬂlo]d Bread the ﬁatute

" iof 31 Geo. 2. alfo mentions - White Bread ; bu

at ls caniﬁdered as a luxury, the ufe of ‘which s
. C .




LT ST T 7 - '

NSNSy S e .

AT A et e Qo s

R

i e

10

madé to depend on the permiffion of the Magiftrates,
and it is fuppoled to be made only in loaves of a
fmall fize, for the breakfaft or tea-tables of the
opulent, and all the dire€tion given concerning it

~ is; that «if the Magiftrates or Juftices fhall think

¢ fit to allow of any White Loaves of the price of
<« 3d. or 2d. they are to weigh at all times three<
e fourths of the weight of the Wheaten Loaves of

~ «¢-the famie price.”: The price of articles of luxury
is not-the objeét of this enquiry ; -and if the baker

“has,. as would ‘probably be found on examinations

~very confiderable. profit, as well on this White'

Bread as on fundry {mall articles not {ubjeét to the.
' Aflize, which are baked.and {fold by many of the
trade, it feems good policy by granting him larger
gain on fuperfluities to compenfate the very mo=~

~ derate profit to which he muft neceflarily be con

fined on articles of general confumption.

Befides the table regulating the weights and prices

" of loaves of wheaten and houthold bread, the flatute
* of 31 Geo. 2. containsa {econd table of the affize and
prices of PBread made of Rye, Barley, Oats, Beans,

or Malilin, which table ¢« is framed for Bread to be )
« made of the whole produce of the faid feveral

« grains, except the bran or hull thereof only.”?
On examination of this table I find the refpettive
proportions of the -price of the Sack' of Meal or

Flour to that of the bufhel of the grain from’
- whenee it is made, to be as follows, Rye 73 to Ly

at

Barley 63 to 1, Oats 14% t0 1, Beans 51 to 1y

Malflin 6%to 1.

The Statute further enadts, that no Bread of

inferior quality to Wheaten Bread fhall be fold at

a higher price than Houfhold Bread, and the ex-
planatory a& of g Geo. 3. c. 2. exprefsly prohibits
Juftices from allowing the making for fale or felling -
4 any forts of affize bread. made of the flour or

<. meal of wheat, other than and befides Wheaten
- and Houfhold - Bread, and loaves of white bread

&« of gd. or under.” But by a fubfequent att
13 Geo. 3. ¢. 62. the ufe of bread of an inter-
mediate quality called Standard Wheaten Bread is
permitted, and a table cftablithed regulating the
weight and price of loaves of this denomination: -
in which the proportion of the refpe&ivé prices of

' the fack of flour and bufhel of wheat is that of

62 to 1.

And by ana& paffed.in the:3 6th year of the King,
a. bread inferior to houthold is permitted, made
from the whole produce of the wheat ; 506 of coarfe
‘bran, to be taken from each bufhel, excepted : but
for fixing the affize and price of fuch bread, re-
ference is made to former ftatutes,
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CHAP. IL.

.

- The-Price Tables examined and ‘corredled..

‘lH‘AVIfNG ‘determined ftixe‘ﬁpriﬂé‘iples ‘on ‘which
AEL

the tables are formed; the next objeft-of eh-
Quiry is how fai they: regularly ‘adhere 'to thefe -
printiples 5 and-whethiet -the -baker, “u thie. prices
thetein ety and- the weighits thercin eftablifhed,
Yeceivies fio mote than the allowance “for:baking
granted by the Magiftrates on the buthel of wheat
of other grain of which the bread s made.: :1f ‘the
tables Thould ‘be found to ‘be calculated with fuch
laxity as to- give the baker-an increafe ol profit
beyond that allowance, then they ought to be rew
formed; for the Magiftrates can never adequately
judge ‘what allowance to fix,if the baker hasanother
At Tatent fource of gains the extentiof which cannot
bé afeertained bat by a tedious calculation.: T fhall
‘-bégir‘m ithe .e'e'_riq‘airy svith the Price: Tables, the firft of
which is to be found in Stat. g1:Geo. 2. c.'@y. for
although Peck, Half - Peck, -and Quarter Peck
" Loaves had long before been in ufe, yet till then
there had been no law which regulated the prices at
which they fhould be fold. This deficiency feems to

have been heretofore fupplied by the general powers -
'yefted in the Magiftrates « to regulate the baking

i

15

¢ of bread and ‘all things concerning the fame,”
and Stat. g Geo. 2. c. ‘2g. confirmed the exercife
of thefe powers by enatting a penalty againft {elling

“at a higher price than thould be fixed by the alﬁze,
- though 'prizéd loaves -are not mentioned in the
" table of affize eftablifhed by Stat. 8 Ann

in.force. . -

5°Co 18, then -

RS

-1 am unacq\j’ainted what rules thefe fubordinate

-authorities - followed  in regulating . the. prices s .1

retirn, therefore, to the examining of thofe. fixed
by the ftatutes now in force: and this examinatioh
will be carried on ina feries of tables, cach of
which: will be divideéd into fix columns.. -

Column 1.is the fame as the firft column. in the
Adlize Table of the ftatute, and contains the price of
the .bufhel of wheat, or other grain, and the
allowance for baking the fame. ’

»

" Column 2 is the price of the fack of flour or meal,
and allowance for baking, calculated from the firt
scolumns in the refpetive proportions mentioned in
the preceding chapter.

‘Column g contains the price of the Quarter Peck
Loaf, or Peck Loaf, where the inferior fize is not -
included in the table in the Ratute. ‘

‘Column 4 fhews the amount of 80 Quarter Peck
Loaves, or 20 Peck Loaves, which is what the
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“baker receives for a whole fack of flour, »whern
-baked and fold in loaves of thofe fizes.

- Column 5'i‘s« the difference between the fourth
and- the fecond columns, which, when the former

‘exceeds, as is nearly the univerfal cafe, the excels

is fo much increafe of profit to the baker beyond
his fixed allowance: in the few inftances where the

~produce is lefs than the price of the fack of - flour
and bakmg, the deﬁmency is dlﬁmgm{hcd by an

aﬁcn{k

Column 6 thews the correted price, by’w—hich

the table may- be rendered firi€tly confonant to the
principles on which it was calculated: where no

“alteration is requifite, the column is left blank,

TR

15.
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"This and the following tables begin when the price
of the bufhel of wheat and baking is 4s. od. that
is, the baker’s allowance being '15. 6d. ‘when the
quarter of wheat is at 26s. below which price it is
not probable it fhould ever fall, and therefore the
upper part of .the’,: tables in the ftatutes tﬁay be con-
fidered as become obfolete and no longer of any

ule. The examination is alfo confined to'the price

of the'Ql’;ar‘teﬂPeék, or WIiere" the tablési include no
other, of the Peck Loaf, for two reafons, becaufe
the fale is chicfly . of ,Quajrte,r Peck Loaves,
Half Peck and Peck Loaves being rarely, if
ever, baked: and’ becaufe, if the tables in the
flatutes fhould undergo a revifion, the Legis-
Jature would px‘()bqbly render them conformable
to the dire@ions in ftatute 3 Geo. g. c. 2. whereby
3t is enaed, that in places where no affize of bread

- is fet, < evefy peck, half peck, 'quartérj(;;f peck,

« and balf quarter of peck loaf of wheaten bread
“ {hall be fold in proportion to each other as to
« price, and the like as to houfhold bread.” Now

this proportion cannot be obferved but by either

 fixlt computing the price of the quarter peck loaf,

and then making -the price of the half peck loaf
doublé, and that of the peck loaf quadruple of it:

~ and as to halfquarter peck-loaves, « the prices of
& fuch, if fold fingly, may be half a farthing higher

¢ than is allowed by the table; when it fhall happen
« ‘that the fairth’ing s fplit.” {29 Geo. 2. . 29)-

or ?b'y: Deginning with the peck loaf excluding é.ﬂ

F

17
frations of ‘a penny from its .price, and deter-.
mining ihe prices of the half and quarter peck
loaves by divifion. - . ,

 “T'his proportion has been greatly neglefted in the
tables now in force: and it does not feem to have

“been broken through always in favor of the pui-

é\t}af¢y, _thgt he might buy the larger loaf {fomewhat,
cheaper than thofe of a lefler fize, but he is in fome.
inftances’ obliged to pay at a higher rate for the
former than for the latter. ‘ - "

* From the fifth column of the preceding table it
appears, that the increafe of profit to the baker
beybnd ‘his ftated allowa‘n'ce ‘on a fack of flour
baked and fold in quarter peck loaves, is on an

average 1s5. g%d. but if the calculation be made
on the twelve laft prices of the table only, it amounts
on them to 2s. okd. And thus is the price un-
nece{f_a'fily c—;nham;ed when bread is the deareft, and
conflequently the ability of ‘the lower ranks of
fociety to anfwer, the demand the leaft.. On loaves
of a larger fize this inequality is not quite fo greats
but the average increafe of profit through the

whole table. is, on the half . peck loaves, 1s. 13d.
on the peck loaves 15, 15d. in the fack.

Havmg difcovered the evil, the remedy is next
to be fought: if we attend to the two firft columns
of the preceding table, ‘we fhall find that when the
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‘and increafed in the next four bv 1od. 7Ld. sd.
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bufhel of wheat advances gd. the pllCe of the fack
of flour increafes’ 1s. 10%d. an addition of one
farthing to the price of the quarter peck loaf is only
‘15, 84. on the fack ; and therefore the {fecond and
fourth column cannot be made exa&lv to tally, but
when the fum in the fecond column is fome multlple
of 2od and this can happen only one time in eight.

Forit isevident, that while the price of the buthel
increafes 2s. by eight’ ‘equal advances, and that of

the fack of flour 15s. by eight like advances, the .

price of the quarter peck loaf muft advance nine
farthings, which can only be done by feven ad-
vances  of one farthing each, and one double
advance of an halfpenny. If this double advance
be made the firft in the exght, the increafe of profit
“to the baker will, tnroucrh the eight be a feries of
arithmetical prorrre{ﬁon, beginning with 1754 and
endxng with o, the fum of which bemg zod. his
average increafe of profit would be 834, which is

Jittle more than half what he has from the prel’enti
affize. But if the double advance was made the.

laft of the eight, the feries would then be inverted,
and would be wholly in diminution of his ftated

and 2Zd. and at the elohth advance the fum arifing
from the fale of 80 quarter peck loaves will again
be exa&ly equal to the price of the. fack of flour
and the allowance for bakmg And on the whole

- the baker will, on the’ ‘average, have no more than

114, per fack beyond that allowance.

This method of makmc the fourth advance in
the elght a double one, has been followed in cal-
culating the corretted prices. And to avoid repe-
tition, let it be obferved, that both in the preceding
and following tables regarding priced loaves, the
prices have been correfted by one general rule.
Inflead of the amount of the price of the fack of flour
and allowance for ba]cmg, take the multiple: of 20d.
neareft to it n value, and from t/mzce calculate the price
of the quarter peck loaf; but where the fum differs equally
- from two multiples, exceeding the leffers and falling fhort
‘of the greater by 1od. there make your calculation
Jrom the greater. This rule will always give the
general average in favor of the baker, though in

the lealt degree poﬁibleg

allowance, which would be leflened on an average . __ o
‘ 83d. in the faclf The firlt method would (thouoh in , , . o |
a lefs clegree than the prefent qf'ﬁze) be injurious to R
the public, the fecond to the baker. But if the
21;; ' double advance be me fourth in order, then, on
the firft three, the baker’s allowance will be di-
inifhed l)y the fevera. fums of 27d. 5d and 734
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Td,&le‘ 2'.-4—-.HOZ{,ﬂZ,0'Zd Bread. B From this table it appears, that the prices of the
IR S ———C, AR o : houfhold loaves, as fixed by the ftatute, are higher
S R e R RO B B I S R S R : . : ) =,
525 ;‘2 ig ;éi ,; %% % g than they ought to be in nearly the fame proportion
L SR ES’}: R T EE with thofe of the wheaten: for as the average in-
AN A = N . creafe of profit to the baker on a fack of wheaten
B oA A A A N DR ,, P ona .
é 9 zg ?‘i ° 3‘1 '2{6; 8 0" o3 : flour baked and fold in quarter peck loaves is, as
; 11l o 4% 28 4.} 0 21} , g . ’ . S , .
i 2 3 20 6o 41 g0 e 5 ! has been fhewn, 1s. gid. fo it appears, from the
d + * 1 3 3 . o ‘3 e H L : N i~ y
gt gg g‘; 12; ° ‘éz g; i 218§ o al preceding calculation to be 11Xd. on the fame
59 82 43| ©.5183 4 |0 11z O 4xp ST a1, P TEE S AR =
f; 6 o33 9|o 535 o1 slo 5 quantity of houfhold loaves.
il 6 '8/ 35 2|0 5336 811 6|0 5% SR :
ik 6 636 620 stla6 8|0 ul R L
il 6 9l 37 113} 0 21 38 4o 4f * Stat, 8 4nm, c. 18. direts, that the weight of the
z;g ’é - 7] ; 22 g; o el i‘f 9 ?, '12’)% o el wheaten loaf {hould always be three-fourths of the
gt 1.9y A5 ] I S T2y { weisht Y pri
Al 7 Bl 42 sl| o gé 43 4| 1 -1% o 1(5)% weight of the houthold loaf of the fame price:
A S ©48° il o 63 45 vl 3Lt : R . . o . : . .
i \ % Z ii‘ 5109 6| fg ol o bz ‘: which dire€tion has been copied into Stat. g1 Geo. 2.
il 33 46 5 for g ) ab 8} 0 3 _g c. 29. and from the divifibility of the pound
i -8 .6} 47: 93} o 75484 | o 01 f NI L . {
i "8 949 2o 7H 50 o0 9 ’ ; Avoirdupoife, may be obferved with the greateit
Bt _ g g gi k! ‘g_:g% g; . i : gé 0 7 accuracy: but the latter fratute having eftablithed,
; 9 6] 53 sil'o 81 55 o1 632: o ;7;4 for the firft time, a price table, adds, that ¢ the’
Al o o g% ‘134 ° gi gg 4 ;4 « prices of the houthold loaves are always three-
i 16 % 571 8 |0 85l ;8 4]0 8 « fourths of the prices of the wheaten loaves.”
H i € { 21 e R € I 3, i ' . . e . .
R 1o 9 34 Z.’x’_ o gx 2? o g'g‘* Now this is not the cafe in the price table of the
| - 109132 5% O gl 2N M0 T : Cean whi ~ : { to thi
B {; 1i o 61 103 0 of 23 411 .g’,% o- 9k flatute, which has not even adhered to’ this pro-
7o 11 5| O 3 X 2 -l . XL ol .. .
S }} a2 52 %g PR B - Bl o 32 portion as nearly as might 1.]3VC been done: nor
; ; 9 g? éé o 1o gg 8o 67 z can the proportion be precifely obferved in any
Ll o 10l .| o0 -
2 * 12 5l 68 11 | o 10df 70 i I B w1l table whatever. For; fuppofing the prices of the
L - g ;‘: gzl © ;‘i% 77; 2 " ﬁ 2 igé : ' peck loaf wheaten to be freed from the fraftion of
j z I z e . . : g
; 13 o 73 1l o 112 ol 110l 011 ‘ a penny, which now occur in about a third of
o 1 6I 4 75 :ri ) j p y
. Ig 8 '77;1 113 g i ?]g ale gz them; and that by this corre@ion the prices of the
) 13 9 7; 4% 0 112 gs a0 11% o 111 ‘peck loaf houfhold could be accuratély made
3 14 0| 7 1 o0 o O} 1o 113 . . L
; iy I Z% D oule 8 %% 0 11 three-fourths of the former: yety as thefe mufk
14 6/ 81 631 off g3 4!t 0slt o3 | : -
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abound with fraions, fo, when they come to be
divided and {ubdivided for the prices of the balf
peck and quarter peck loaves, the proportion muft
frequently be departed from. Inﬁead, therefore,

23

In thisand the following tables relating to bread made
from other grain than wheat, I have been obliged

“to ufe in my calculation the price of the peck loaf,

it being the only one inferted in the price table of the

of computing the prices- of the houthold loaves
from the wheaten, it {eems more expedlent to take
_the refpeltive values of the facks of flour in the given
proportions of gto 4, and to calcu]ate the prices of
the loaves by the rule before laid down. This has
been done in the prcccdmo table, but as the ad-
vance on the fack of flour correfpondent to that of
gd. on the bufhel of wheat, is in houfhold bread
1S, 4——0? to-avoid an unufual notation I have, in

ftatute. The fra&lions of a penny, which fo frequently
occurin thefe prices, render it very unfit for ufe, and

gives an undue latitude to the baker in ﬁxmg the
prices of the {maller loaves. And the advances

. in the price of the peck loaf being made in fo
defultory a manner, varying from 3d. to 13d. may
render it doubtful whether the proportion I have

o afflumed of the refpetlive pri_ces} of the f'ack’ of
flour and buthel of rye be the fame as the framers

: the table made’ that advance altematel 15, d. . . -
! d ,d Y b of the table had in view: if I bave erred, and
A and 15, 43 - . :
} 45 i E . SEEEETIL fhould have taken it at 7+ to 1, inftead of 73 1O 1,
i ;
¢ Table a.— Rye Bread the increafe of profit to the baker at the prices
, towards the conclufion of the table would be nearly
s Eiﬁ 5 o éo “53 "§. °§§ 3 R do_ubl(?d. ' The exanfmauon begins as»ea&xv‘ly as “the
g Seg |88l | gk g S5m0 | SE table is likely to be in ufe, when the price of the
i ': [™ > < [ NE ~ [™ 8 3 ;:;“ S
L SEAETRR] ML & e 1S L quarter of ryc is only 14s. the table itfelf ends
¢ s . d. .odo}os. dop s de . d. . d.
Pl % ‘ ; 3 52'3 10 : :% ;3 9l ° dﬁ i -d2 . much too foon, and fhould be extended. Itisto
B g Oz 31 1 33l 25 5 © 313 be obferved, that the prices in this table .in the
R 24 -1 5 23 . 1
gi':?? 2 3 23 4| 1 é% 29 7| 0 g | 1 ¢ ﬁatute book vary from thofe in Burn in no lefs
f!w :i 2 g; 2 : gé g; 2 Z ; roa than fix inftances: I have followed ‘the former,
§ 4 9| g4 40| 1 82| g4 7| o 3¥| 1t 9 becaufe there is a refponfibility in the law printers
s | g ; ‘;g 2 1 1? ‘g’g 2 o o ' of the crown, Wthh does not attach to the editor
b 5 6| 40 4| 2 o | g0 0y 0 4* of a private work. The copy of the ﬁa*utes I ufe_
i 5 9] 42 21 2 1 41 81 o 6% N f 8 ‘ o
. 6 o| 44 o 2 22| 44 7| 0 7| 2 = : 1s the quaxto eomon I 17 6
b 6 3| 45 10 2 gij 46 g| O 5 2 4 ;
! 6 6|47 8] 2 5|48 40 8
y 6 9l a9 6] 2 6 | 50 of 0o 6
% 7 ol 51 4] 2 7| 51 8l o 4




profit to the baker on the fack of flour baked and
{old at the prices here examined, is, on an average,

15, Ld. At the porge&ed prices his ftated allow-
ance will be diminifhed 5Lid. in the fack. This is
the fingle inftance in which the ‘application of the
general rule abridges his fixt profit; and this is
occafioned by the advance on the fack of flour
exceeding 20d. only one farthing, fo that the
balance will be gg times againft him, and then

40 times {ucceffively in his favor.

2 o
4 25
Table 4—Barley Bread. . g o
4 ; 34 - Tdble g~—~0at Bread.
g o] erte . g - S . '8 R k: e
:.TJ%DS,_:; ZS o"g k‘g:g ng \ qu,g '.—ég N !F;ér T 8 = "5 .
s82] 888 | 8% | 2o | 25| EE S8 oy w | s lox &
SAQ| maH a8 S| ogM g i idel “53.@_ Gt | 98 | gE R
- e | e ] — o I - o'Q A wii
T d | 5. d.| s d. 5. d. s d s d. mg_cq ?im {'_g:r-'i E"O & R
2 ¢l 18 63| 0 113} 19 2 o~ 17i o-11. ' mo A& b I
g o|l 20 8|1 ol{ 20100 7|1t O s, dl s, d.] 5. dfse dof s dofsodf
3 3| 2t 114 1 1fy 22 6l o 63 1+ 1 12 8,83 9 1 nil g2 1 |*o 11] 1 8
g 6| 23 nil 1 22l 24 7 o111, 2 2 6| 36 8|1 to’| g6 gt g
3 9| 25 g3l 1 8% 26 gl O 113 1 8 2 9 400 4f 2. 1| 41 811 42 ol
4 o[ 27 o |1 4i|e7 0L}t 4 13 ol44 o2 23 44 2|0 2|2 sl
3 sl 28 81 5|0 7 oroRt & g glar 8 2 447 1|*o gl 2 s
4 6| go 43|t 78 gl 1 gil+ 6 g 6l 5r. 4| 2 61f 50 10 |*o €. 2 7}
4 ol g2 of + 8 |33 4 8L 7 3 9l 55 of = 854 7% 52 9
: ol33 9|t 9|8 ot 3l B 4 of 58 8| 2 113 58 g o 1f ety
5 38l 85 51| * 1o 36 8| 1 2311 9 1 4. 862 4| g oz 61 g|*0 11} 3 i
5 -6 37 1z| 11t 38 4 1 23t 10 4 6166 of g 27 64 o |¥1 1618 4]
2 gl 38 oil2 o 40 Ot o] 1 11 14 o) 6g 8l gl 51| 68 g |*i of g 6f:
6 ol 40 6|2 1 | 4t 81 2|2 o ;6.0 73 4] & 8193 41|~
16 glaz 22l2 2 |43 4/t 132 ! 577 o g8 4l 4 g0
6 6 43 10k 2 3 |45 ©of 1 13| % 2 (5 68 8ig n |81 81 o4 of
6 of 45 6i| 2 4 |40 81 1l 2 g 5 98 4/ 4 8|8 oto 8| |
7 ol 47 812 5’ 48 4l 1 112 4 2»'0 88 ol 4 589 -2 't 2l 4 5"
: . - gl.or 8,4 7392 1|0 5.4 7
: . . g 6| o5 4jL4" 9| 95 o |%o 4]
The prices of the barley loaf are in part liable ry ,2.199, o5 o |00 (6) 1 o 4 11
to the fame objettion as thofe of rye bread. The — :  51_’—»;2 oz O 2 5 2
N : afe. Thei ' : :
fraGtions render it unfit for ufe. The increafe of The!prices of the cat loaves are about double

thofe oﬁff"»tiﬂ'{e rye loaves; and the refpelive weights
of the affized loaves -of thefe two forts of bread

~ approach Rill nearer this proportioni The prices

of both are calculated.in the fame negligent man-
ner, and the advances in pri‘ce?_arefailike uriequal

_in both': fo that the fame doubt,- on what propor-
~ tion beétween: the values of thie’ fack of flour and

bufhel Q,-f' grédn thé'cp'mpuitation‘ ivas?1ﬁadé; arifes
in botb;_:_ cafes. In fupport of tHe propdrtion
aﬁumedfr ine this e}caminatibn, it may be:obferved,

E‘,
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that though in the price tables the balance is fome-
times againft the. baker, yet the average of the
whole is in his favor; and that in the tables of
affized bread, the welghts, both of the rye and oat
loaves, are univerfally lower than what they would
be if accurately calculated. ,

Where the affize of oat bread is fet, it ﬂlould
be obferved, that as more than double the meafure
of oats is neceflary to make a fack of oat meal,
than of wheat to produce a fack of fuch flour as

the Standard Wheaten bread is made of, fo the

allowance to the baker on the bufhel of oats fhould

not exceed one half what he has on the bufhel of .
wheat, For as his expenfes in making a fack of

cither into bread are, I apprehend, nearly the fame,
fo fhould the allowance on both be alike,

- Table 6—~Becm viead

- Lo . .
e ."-h-ﬁu"c ol el 8 u S, o
SSEleuill 39 | o9 | %4 cf'éa»:
g ieged| £y | Ee | BA | EA
A [T ) p-«d': PR+ g 8‘
s.od.ys. d | s, dif s. di} s.do|os.d
g 8| 17 10%| 0 10| 17 11} O ©0F] 0 11
g 619 glo11if19g 7/0 4|1 ©
3 9l 20 7i 1 off 2010/ 0 23/ 1 ©
4 of22 O0}1 13|l 22 10 1111 1
4 3123 43j 1 2} 23 9| o 4331 2
4 6] 24 911t 8125 oflo g8
4 9| 26 1Ll 1 g2l 26 glo 131 4
5 o 27 6I 1 43| 271310 511 5
5 8| 28 103] 1 5‘;7 29 710 83[1 ;5
5 67 30 3I.~1 77| 82 6] 2 3,11 6
5 9|8t 7zl 1t 73 3211 37t 7
{0 o33 ol 8laz 40 4|
6 3l g4 4f t 8334 70 2% 9
6 6] a5 911 9L g51000 111 g
6 11 1 10l 6] o 4%
91 3 17| 1 103 37 47| % 10
7 o/ 38 6|1 11t g9 210 8|1 11
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As the allowance on the bufhel of wheat would |
be too great to be granted on the bufhel of oats,
fo would it be too fmall on the buthel of beans to
indemnify the baker’s expenfes, and yield ‘him a
reafonable profit on bread made from this latter

grain. 7 _
Maflin Bread.

~“The proportion between the prices of the fack

‘»f maflin flour and of the buthel of maflin being ’

that of 62 to 1, while the latter advances 3d. the
former is increaled 2od. An advance of 1d. in
the price of the peck loaf produces the fame fum,
fo that the 20 peck loaves always fell for exa@ly
the amount of the price of the fack of flour and
baker’s allowance: and the table no where wants

correéhon.

Standa,rd W/zeaten Bread

‘ The prlce table for loaves of this bread in Stat.
13 Geo. 3. c. 62, is calculated on the fame pro=
portion as that for maflin bread in Stat. 31 G¢os 2.
€, 2g. and is equally accurate, | '

R A e i o A A
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T he Weights of Aﬁzed Loaves exammed
and: . cor‘r,e&’ecl :

"AVf\TC gone: through the price tables in: the
ﬁatutca, and pomted out their inaccuracies,
1 ‘thall proceed to examine; ‘in like ‘manner, the
tables regulating the ‘weights of the different forts
of affized loaves; and fhail confine my enquiry to
the weiglit of the twelve~penny loaf, as the reft may
be -determined from it. In: the table Dr. Burs
bas given us from Stat. g1 Geo.-2. there are the
‘prices of the penny loaf only: and he fays; #as the
& weight of the penny loaf is here only fpecified,
¢ the weight of larget loaves may he’eafily afcer-
« tained by addition.”  An incautious reader may
béhehce Tead to’ fuppof“ thefé words to have been
copled from the flatite (for the paragraph ftands
between' two others that are {o copled), and ‘might
conclude that the a& contains the welght of no
loaves of higher prices, whereas it has no-lefs than
five different columns for the feveral prices of
18d. 12d. 6d. 2d. and 1d. loaves, Burn’s Juftice

is more convenient for.geﬁeral ufe than the Statute

Bagk; but the weights of the larger loaves, when

29

alcertained as he' dircls, will moft. frequently fall ;
ihort, by a few drachms, of thofe in the table; )
which the clerks to the nngll’crates, in diawing out
the aﬂiz:e, ﬂlould always have recourfe, both that
the a& may be {trx&ly complied with, and that they
may av oid the errors to which thﬁy may be llable
in computanons ha{’u ly made. :

The followmg tables of exammatlon are thus

_ con{tru&ed G

The WO ﬁrﬁ columns are the fame as m thc ’
plecedmg tables. ‘ ‘

oy et

The third | column is the. wetght of the twelve..

Ty penny lan from the a{ﬁze table of the ﬂatutes.

1 Y i~ - CL : : A"/ o

The fomth column contams the fum recelved by
the baker for a fack of ﬂour baked and fold m

a{ﬁzed foaves. = . i .

The ﬁfth column ﬂates the 1ncrcafe of proﬁt,
beyOnd h1s ﬁxed allowance, whlch he has from it.
’I‘ he ﬁxth column 1s the wexght of the twelve-
penny loaf cor re&ed . :

And ‘the feventh t'he mcrea{e of' welgllt to the
purchafer from fuch covre&lon., RS
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{old in affized loaves of Wheater Bread, on an
average, the fum of 1s5.713d. beyond his flated
allowance : ‘and that the correétion of the tables
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Tablev 1.—Wheaten Bread.
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examination there have appeared grounds to {ufpeft the
accuracy of the crown printers. Errors in tables which

regulate the price and weight of our daily food muft arife
from a negligence, both hablc to and dcfcrvmg of
punifhment. g
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fingle inftance, computed it at 350/6. This excefs
diminifhes the allowance of the baker, on an
average, 23d. in the fack: and if the calculation
be made (as in column 6 of the preceding table)
at the proportion eftablifhed in the ftatute, the
weight of the twelve-pénny loaf would be leffened
on an average, 10z. 2dr.

| - Standard W/zeaten Breazi.
The table. generally makes the we‘igh‘t of the
twelve-penny loaf heavier by idr. than my calcu-

lation, always allowing that drachm for the re“nammg
fra&ion, which T have’ negle&ed ' '

Havmé blought thxs examination to a conclu-

fion, if the author thould ‘be afked to what pur-

pofe he has beftown fo much time, or what fruit
he can poflibly expett from his labours, fince if all
thc ccorrettions which he has fuggefted were
adopted, "they could diminith the price of the
quarter peck loaf but one farthing, or add but one
ounce to the weight of the twelve-penny loaf: he

'rephes that if he could be, the ~humble means of

faving in feafons of fcarcity one farthing in the
pocket of the labourer, or of adding a ﬁngle
ounce of bread to his fcanty meal, he would. think
both his time well beftown, and his labours amp]y
repaid. Baut he acl:nowledges a further view : he

has.the prefumption to hope, that this minute detaxl

39
of the inaccuracies of the prefent tables may fug-
geft the neceflity of greater care and circum{pettion

in forming new ones. Thofe now in force have

been firongly objetted to by a refpeé’(able writer*
already noticed, who contends that their very prin-
ciples are erroneous, that more bread is made
from . a fack of flour, and more flour produced
from a bufhiel of ‘wheat, than the tables admit: the
firlt objetion regards the baker, the feeond the
mealman : both fhall be confidered in order.

* Rev. Luxe Hestor, Archdeacon of Bucks; in lis
Obfervations on Stat, 31 Geoy 2. €, 29,
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‘T 1; ;‘emarked by, the. p,Ho‘qqura,b,le QS‘HIN E§

BarrincTON, in his Obfervations on- the

morg angignt - ftatutgs,, ¢ that thofe:who fupply; the
« people with their neceflary:food: or .drink -at.
« bakers, millets, and brewers) have not only

« always been fufpefled, more than other traders,
« of impofitions, but have likewife been fubjet
« to regulations of particular feverity.”” And the
worthy and fenfible writer, whole objetlions come
now under confideration, frequently exprefles
himlelf fo incautioufly as to {lrengthen popular
prejudice : and the whole of his treatife tends to
bring into difgrace two bodies of men, both of them

‘ufeful and neceffary to the public, and of repre-

fenting the preffure, {o univerfally felt in feafons like

~ the prelent, as arifing, in no {mall demee, from

their exorbitant gains. If their gains be.indeed {o
exorbitantly great as he reprefents them, it will well
fuit the wifdom of the legiflature to. abridge them.
But the evidence ought to be coolly and impar-
tially weighed before they-are conderoned, and the

SISPERNE ST i TR SR ST S EA N £
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pralticability and expediency of new regulations:

fhould be very maturely confidered before their
cftablifhment is attempted. i

Mr. Hestoe tells us, that he has calculated the

profits of the baker % on a f{uppofition that his.
« allowance is 1s. 64.”° that ¢ this being the al-

« lowance fuppofed in the table, it may be pre-
¢ {umed that lefs would not be given him,”” that he
beheves <« lefs has never been given,” and that

it is the opinion of many, < that 1s. 64. is the -
« allowance fixed by the flatute.”” It is to be-

wdhed the worthy gentleman had recolleéted the

obfervation of Lord CoxEk, quoted by Dr. BURN,‘_

«_ Abridgements are ‘of good and neceflary ufe to

¢ ferve as tables, but not to ground any opinion:””

for if, inftead of relying on the abftraét of the a&
in Burn, he had turned to the Statute Book, he

would there have found the ufe of the table of

aflize explained by two eXamplcs,"in_,one of which.
the allowance to the baker is 1s5. 6d. and in the
other only 15.. So that the ftatute did not fix the
allowance, nor in fatt has it been every where the,
fame, it remaining in fome dlﬂrxﬂs, till very lately,
under 15, 64,

In the preceding tables, whatever accrued to the

- baker beyond the allowance fixed by the magiftrates,
is called an Increafe of Ploﬁt becaufe it may be

prefumed the leglﬂature meant the allowance to.
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be. fo fixed as' not only to repay his charges, but
allo to yield a-fuitable reward to his labour and
induftry. But the word profit cannot be applied
with propriety, as Mr. Hesvor has applied it, to
the whole -of his allowance. He calculates his
whole profit on four peck loaves, meaning both his
allowance and the furplus arifing {rom the laxity with
which the table of affize is conftru€ted to be 25. 6d. a
{um, he obferves, equal to the price of halfa bufhel
of wheat, when it is 5s. per bufhel; this he deems
not'only ¢ to have been unneceflary for the main-
« tenance of the baker, but allo injuiious to the
« public and diftrefling to the poor; until the
« ftatute, with the concurrence of the -bakers

‘¢ themfelves, bécame a dead letter.”” - The com-

parifon of the baker’s allowance and contingent
profits, with the price of any quantity of corn, is
wholly irrelevant. If we would know whether that
allowance and other profits are too great or not,
the queftion muft be determined by an accurate
appreciation of his neceffary charges and expenfes.
1f the excefs of his allowance together with his

~other profits above thefe charges and expenfes,

appear too great, they ought, and the magiftrates
are empowered by the ftatute to curtail them.
Mr. Hesror tells us, that in London, from 1792,
the flatute has been laid afide by the mutual con-
fent of the magiftrates and bakers: I am un-

acquainted with the peculiar privileges of the city

of London, whole rights are preferved by the

43

ftatute, and I ‘do not doubt they\were pgffe&l)z .

regular in thus abrogating within their jurifdi¢tion
the affize eftablifhed by att of parliament, and
fubftituting in its' room a bye-law of their ewn;
of the advantage refulting from this change to the
public we are not ‘made acquai'n‘tcd; the author,
not having told us what, or whether any alteration
was made in the affize table: as to the diminution
of the baker’s allowance, it might have been done
by the magiftrates without rendering the ftatute
a dead letter. This allowance and contingent

" advantages Mr. _His Lop appreciates at 12s. 6d.

on the fack of flour; the magiftrates in 1792,

reduced it to 10s. and by the a& pafled in 1797, -

it was again advanced to 11s. 8d.. How far-the
baker’s contingent ‘profits were affefted by the
-regulations in 1792 I.cannot tell: but the table
in the a& paffed in 1797 has cut them off in the

priced loaves, and probably alfo in the affized

loaves: my readers will -excufe me that 1 ftop not
to make a minute calculation, becaufe I think the
London table, however accurate In this refpeét, by
no ways fitted for general adoption. The reduttion,
“therefore, made by the London table on the baker’s
allowance is only from 12s.6d. to 11s. 84. and
-Mr. Hesror himfelf ..,c‘onc,_eiv‘es the former al-
Jowance of 10s. to be ‘inadequate to the juft
éxpe&ations of the baker: for after mentioning

~ another latent {fource of profit, which fhall pre-

{ently be confidered, he adds, « but this is not
o Gz
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¢« mentioned to prejudice the bakers: for every
« perfon, by induftry and care in their feveral
¢ profeflions and occupations, fhould procure, not
< only prefent fubfiftence, but a fuitable provifion
¢ for themfelves and families. And in London
¢ the baker’s profits, under the regu]ations of this
« city table, are not fufficient, I applehend for the
“« purpofe. I confels myfelf, on a- comparifon
of the paﬁaoes here cited, unable to dlﬁmé,ulfh at
what premfe point between 10s. and 125. 6d. per
fack, the allowance would, in Mr. Hesror's
opin,i(on,’ become fufficient, and yet neither in-
jurious to the public nor oppreffive to the poor.

v

But before we proceed further to fcrutinize
this allowance, let us. previoufly enquire into
the changes which, in fucceffive \ages,' it has
undergone. The firft ftatute on- this’ fubje&t we

have on record, is that of 51 Hen. 3. which, how-

ever numerous its miftakes in the proportion
“between the weight of bread and the price to be
paid for it, has the peculiar merit of being very
explicit in declaring its intentions. ¢ And it is to
% be known, that g baker, in every quarier of wheat,
< (as is proved by the King’s baker) may gain 4d.
“ and the bran and two loaves for “advanizge, for
« three fervants 1Ld. Sfor two luds Ld. for fult Zd.
« for kneading —;—d. Jor candle Zd. forwood 2d, forv
"¢ his boultel 1Ld. In'toto, adds WyNGATE inhis
% Abridgement, 123d. which, being -trebled, ac-

P’
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« according to the rate of money now, amounts
¢ to gs. 2Ld. and may, therefore, be now conceived
« fit for a baker to gain in'the uttering of -every
¢« quarter of wheat. Howbeit note, that by the
¢« book of affize now in ufe, publifhed by pro-
¢ c1amatxou towards the latter end of the relgn of
% Queen Elizabeth, bakers inhabiting corporate

“« towns (in regard that they pay fcot and lot there)

¢ are allowed 6s. in every quarter of the middle
¢ prized wheat for their charge in bakmg, “and
s coumry or foreign bakers only 4s.” Between
the reign of Q. Eliz. and that of Q. Ann, this
allowance increafed, if we may credit the aflertion
of the bakers themfelves, from 6s. on the quarter
of w1eat, to 10s. on the fack of flour, and it is

, I believe, at prefent, any where h]ghcr than
11s. gd. (or 1s. 6d. per bufhel) except in London,

where it is 11s. 84.  Two queftions, therefore,

arife, firft, whether the increafe of allowance has

been in proportion to the decreafe in the value of '
money: and, fecondly, if ‘it has not, whether it is
neverthelefs, adequate to what the trade may juftly
expedt as an indemnification of their charges, and
‘a due reward of their labours. The firft queftion

muft, I believe, be determined in the negative;
and it muft bte granted, that 115 gd. mow is
not equivalent in' value to 6s. in the time of
Q. Eliz. nor even to 12%d. at the early period in
which the firt fable of affize was made. Nor
could it be expetted that it fthould be fo: for 1
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apprehend the greater the value of money, and the
higher the rate of intcreft, the greater will be the
profits of every trade: and that neither the profits
of the trader, nor the wages of the artifan or

Jabourer, bear now the fame proportion to the

value of money as they did formerly. The baker,

 therefore, in this refpedl, is on the fame footing

with the reft of community : and the propriety of
increafing his prefent allowance muft depend on
the refolution of the fecond queftion, without any
reference to the praftice or cuftom of paft ages.
In determining this point the carly ftatute of Hen. 3.
has given an example worthy of imitation, it not
only fixes the baker’s allowance in the grofs, but
it enters into a minute detail of the purpofes for

“ which that allowance is given: - And if the legi{~

Jature {thould think fit to continue the difcretionary
power now vefted in the magiftrate, the bakers
thould not expett “that their vague complaints of

 the infufficiency of what is now allowed them, can

or ought to be attended to, but they thould

““accompany their- complaints with a fair and open

Ratement of what are their neceflary expenfes.
And if apy alteration be made in the prefent laws,
every latent fource of profit fhould be removed,
and the bakers fhould be rigidly confined to their
allowance, whether permanently fixed by the legif-
Jature, or left, as at pxefent, to the diferetion of the
maglﬁxates. : * ~
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In the two preceding chapters it has been fhewn,
what increafe of profit the baker - derives from the
tables of affize now in force, fuppofing the prin-
ciples on which-thofe tables-are calculated to be
true. The ftatute of 31 Geo. 2. fays, .that from
every fack of flour there ‘ought to be produced,

‘on an average, 20 peck loaves, weighing, when

well ‘baken, each 17/b. 60z. - But- Mr. Hesror

_has fhewn, from repeated experiments, that the

fack of flour will ‘produce nearly 22 fuch loaves.

“The baker has therefore hére a latent fource of

profit- not generally known, but, I apprehend, it
was intended he fhould have it: and in fatt the
trade could not be carried on without fome -al-
lowance of this nature, though I think-the prefent

a very injudicious one, and highly requiring to be-

otherwife regulated. It has been the cuftom, from
time immemorial, for the baker to allow to his

wholefale cuftomers thirteen loaves o the dozen.

When the Ratute, therefore, fixt the produce of
the fack of flour at 20 peck loaves, the calculation

was fo madé as to give the: baker the fame advan-

tage as he does to his wholefale cuftomer : for as
12 is to 13, fo'is 20, the number of loaves fixt by
the ftatute, to 212, which is nearly the real produce
of the fack of flour. 'In the country efpecially,
a confiderable part of the bread baked is not
fold at the fhop of the baker, but by retailers: and
this thirteenth loaf, or what is now more general,
and fomewhat exceeds it, a penny in the fhilling,
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is the profit of the retailer.

That the retailer, -or
the baker himfelf- -when' ie fells by retail, fhould

‘have fome profit for his'conflant att endance on
his thop, appears reafonable: but that this profit

thould vary with the price of corny and when that
is as-high as it isat prefent fhould nearly equal the
whole of the bake_if;s firft allowance is unreafonable
and burdenfome to the public. The bakers, without

“confidering they receive it themlfclves, now grudge

it .to their- retallers, and have - reduced it -ore:
half, It appears to e, ‘thatit ought to be wholly:
taken away, and the baker compenfated by an:in-
creafe of his firlt allowance.: In: the- fimilar trade
of the mealman'the allowance to the retaller always
commues the- hme, however the price of flour
may vaxy, and is in fome places 2s.. 6d.-in others
gs. 4d. per facks
for {elling a fack of flour by retail muft alfo be a
fufficient profit on the fale of the fame quantity of
flour when baked into bread. - It feems, therefore,
‘expediént foin'c‘reafé’the weight of the bread to
be made from the fack of flour from g4y Lib.as 1t
ftands at prefent, to g76/.% the peck toaff.would

then weigh 18/6: 120z the half. peck: -loa'{i 9lb.. 60z

and the quarter peck loaf 4/b. 110z. = An addition
of gs. 4d on the fack of flour would be a fair
comanfauon to the-baker, and would enab e him

i Thc exall - wc1ght of 21% Pcck Loavcs is 3761!)
707. 5dr.

What is an adequate 1ecompenfe ’
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to make the fame allowance to the retailer as the

mealman. The effeft of this regulation would be,
that the peck lozf would fell 2d. dearer thanm it
does at prefent, and the purchafer would have
1lb. 6oz, of bread for this additional 2d. When
wheat is at %s. per bufkel, be would neither gain
nor lofe by the alteration in the purchafe of the
wheaten loaf, nor in that of the ftandard wheaten
when the bulhel ds at gs. gd. but asit advanced
beyond thofe prices he would be benefited
by itz and when the affize is, as 2t prefent,

at 135. 64. for the bufhel and baking, and comw

fequently the pound of bread fells at fomewhat
more than gid. he weuld be a gainer g3d.in the
wheaten peck loaf, or 3d. on the quarter peck loaf,
whidh would be a very feafomable relief in times of
foarcity : and he would have a proportionate ins
creafe in the weight of the affized loaves.. -

-+ To-this regulation it will probably be ‘objetied,
«on the part of the bakers, that though the weight
of the fack of flour, when baked, may, on an

average, be gy6lh. yet that in bad feafons it will

fall far fhort of it, and ficarcely equal 34 75lb.
which the Ttatute how fixes it and that, therefore,
it:would be very wunjufl to fubjeét the tradetoa
-oontingent lofs fo.much the heavieras it would

happen ~when the price -of corm was the higheft,

To which it may be replied, that all tablgs m:uﬁ:
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be formed from general averages, which fuppole
that the produce will fometimes exceed, and
fometimes fall fhort of what it is ftated at:.that

" if they were fo calculated: as to exclude the. pof-

fibility of a drmmutlon of profit, they would,

) general feafons, “make ‘thofe profits exorbitant, and 4

lay an unreafonable burden on the public: that if
at any time, the quamlty of bread made from a fack

“of flour ihould fo far fall fhort of the ftandard
‘propofed as to fubje&t the baker to a lofs, which

he has no profpett of feeing compenfated in a

| more favorablé feafon, and which it would be un-
“reafonable to €xpe& hé fhould fubmit to; while

the magiﬁrates are permitted to retain the dif-
cretionary powers they now have, a temporary

‘remedy may be applied to this temporary evil, by

increafing the allowance for bakmrr durmg its con-

o nnuance.

v

Bat while I am_endeavouring to *vmdlcatﬂa the
‘trade from the Tufpicion of making great and exor-
bitant profits, and have thus minutely enquired
into their contingent” gains ‘that the magiftrates

B may adequately judge what allowance to fix, they
are themfelves loud in their complaints of grievances .

fuftained, and hardfhips endured, through the
asuse of the difcretionary powers now vefled in
the magiftrates; they have eftablifhed a corrzsa

 PONDENCE among the trade nearly from one end
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of the kingdom to the other: they have drawn up .

a Bill to emancipate themfelves from the oppreffion
they have fo long fuffered, and have appointed
peLEGATES to folicit its paflage’ through the two
houfes of parliament. ‘An examination into the
merits of this Bill, and the expediency of the re-

gulauons it is intended to eftablifh, will be the .

fubjet of the following chapter.
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 CHAP. VI

Remarks on the Country Bakers Bell. .

HOUGH it will. be readily admitted, that

any body of men, who find themfelves

‘aggrieved, either by the tenor of the exifting laws,
- or_by the manner in which they are carried into
: \‘CXCCUUOT’I have a conftitutional right both to apply

to the legiflature for redrefs, and previoufly to
confult together what mode of redrefls they fhould
pray for; yet the pe;fevermo induftry and great
expenfe with which the bakers have circulated their
plans in every town, and that, it fhould feem, with
warious fuccefs, has, I appreherd, had a tendency

"to excite, in many places, a fenle of grievances
which were not before felt, and to draw forth a

complaint of hardfhips which they were not before
fenfible of fuffering. The Bill now in circulation
1is not that which was orlgmaﬂy prepared ; in May
1aft they. declared their opinion, % that the ap-
& plication to parliament would be more likely

"% (o fucceed if they abandoned the large {cale on

¢ which they orginally'meant to proceed, and to

% get anew bill drawn, comprehending therein a

. 53
« few of the moft prominent grievances under
« which the trade laboured ®*.”” I have never {een
the firft Bill, which, I am told, was very volu-
minous; that which is now in circulationis declared

to contain only a few of thedr moft prominent greivances,
though in their own Obfervations on this Bill, they

~are made to fay, «if the foregoing matters com-

“ plamed of were regulated and paffed into a
¢ law, the country bakers conceive their feveral
« grievances will be at an end.”

Leaving to the trade the tafk of reconciling thefe

- feemingly oppofite declarations, I proceed to con-

fider the motives on which the plan originated,

~and the ends it is defigned to ferve: and that I

may not undefignedly miftake either the one or

~ the other, I' fhall ftate both in their own words,

and here infert the . Obfervatxons which they have
cxrculated with the Bill,

* From a printed circular Letter, dated Swaffham

3oth December, 1799, and figned Wirrian STUCKEY.
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“ OUervations% on the Country Bakers Bill,
“ intended lo be prefented to Parlament.”

cee@®ose

“ The Country Bakers complam that they havc

« long laboured under great and manifeft hard- "

« fhips,” under many of the claufes and prov1ﬁons
« in the A& of gift Geo. II, and from the want
¢ of aregular and impartial affize, fo that they are
« under the neceflity of applying to the Legil-
« lature for redrefs. To prevent mifreprefentations,
% and to obviate the effe@ts of any ill founded
4 obJeEhons that may be made, they humbly
« fubmit the following, as the moft prominent
« features of their grievances, under which they
¢ now more 1mmed1atc1y labour.

« FirsT.—With refpe& to the Affize of Bread.
« The A& of the g31ft Geo. 11. direfls the Affize .
¢« and Weight of Bread to be fet, when and as

¢ often as the Magiftrates fhall think proper, and to
% {et fuch Aflize from the Price which Grain,
& Meal, or Flour fhall bear in the Public Market
& in or near the Place or Places for which any
« {uch Affize fhall be fo fet, making reafonable
« Allowance to the Bakers, for their Charges,
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Labour, Pains, Livelihood, and Profit, as the
Magiftrates ' may deem proper. Now as the
above Claufe is only difcretionary in the Magis«

tratés, to - fet an Affize or not, and to make an
‘Allowance to the Bakers as they fhall think

proper the Country Bakers heavily complain

‘of the abufe of fuch difcretionary power: and

with fubmiffion alledge, that they conceive it
would ‘be more juft and fatisfattory to the

‘Magiftrates, and all Parties concerned, to have

an A& for the more certain making an Aflize,
and regulating the manner of making thereof,
and for that purpofe to have Two Affize Tables,

‘the one for Wheat, and the other for Flour, with

the Prices fixed for the different variations in
the Market, in  the fame manner (though not
in the fame proportions) as the London Tables:

the Magiftrates fetting fuch Affize from which

ever Table they fhall choofe: And as great
hardfhips have been experienced by the Trade,
inthe manner and mode of fetting the Affize, in

{everal inftances, the Bakers wifh to have a
- Claufe in the A&, direling the average to be

‘&

taken from the aggregate quantity of Wheat or

Flour fold ;—they alfo want the Legiflature
ée

to'give to the Country Bakers one fure, certain,

« and fixed Allowance for their Charges, Labour,

.

Pai’ns, Livelihood, and Profit, with the Addi-

tional Duty on Salt, and not to leave it dif-

crenonary, as befoxe ﬁated s—for noththﬁandm@
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the doublé Expenfe of alinoft every Article
« in life, and near Six times as much in Parlia--
¢« mentary and Parochial Taxes, fince the Reign
¢ of Queen Ann (at whiéh_time Ten Shillings
« per fack of flour was deemed a fair compen«
« fation to the Baker) yet the Country Bakers

« are now prepared to fhes that, for feveral years

« paft, the faid Ten Shillings per Sack has not
« been allowed them, but in many inftances cone
« fiderably lefs—from 10s. down to 8s. and under.

« SpcoNpLY.— With refpeét to the two claufes
« in the A& of gift Geo. I1. refpefling .the

« weighing and marking of Bread, the Country
<« Bakers conceive the penalties rather too fevere,
« and Hhope the fame may be modified, fimilar to
« the London Bakers At. ’ R

- ¢« TuirpLy.—The ‘Cou;ntry Bakers wifh to
& be put upon the fame footing -as thé.Lonﬁmg

"« Bakers refpefling baking on the Lord’s day. -

« If the foregoing matters complained of are

~« regulated and pafled into 2 law,: the. Country

« Bakers conceive their feveral Greivam’?es. will
« be at anend, the Magiftiates will be affifted, and
-« more certain in the manner and mode of fetting
< the Affize, and the commuhi‘ty at large greatly
-« benefited by ft. .~ - RS
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“ The Commitice of Bakers.

¢ ROBERT KIDAL and HAMMOND
« HOLLIDGE, for Norfolk.

« JOHN SNOOK and JAMES PAUL, for

-« Hampfhire. R
¢« JOSEPH BRYANT, for Bedfordfhire.
« ;],OHN BAKER, for Hun‘tingdon{‘hixﬁéf

« WILLIAM FIGG, for Suffex.

« WILLIAM SERVANT, for the Weft Riding

-« of Yorkfhire. | A
« Ww. PARK, for thé Town of Scarborough,
~ « Yorkfhire. : . R
« JAMES PHILP, for Berkfhire.
« DANIEL RABAN, for Bucks.

« J. B.WILDBORE, for Cambridgefhire.

« JACOB SMITH, for the City of Norwich.
*‘QJOHN H,ILYARD, for the Town of Lynn,
-« Norfolk. . ' »

« HENRY EDWARDS, and ROBERT GUY,

« for Effex. - S
« JOSEPH VERLANDER, of Colchefter.

‘& W MURCH, and WM. DINGLE, for the

s Cqunty‘of Deyon.” : -

| et EORtCE——

Having thus left the Bakers to open' their
own caufe, and feen the few prominent gievances to

which they mow think fit to reftrain their com-

plaintgs L fhall next weigh the expediency and
‘ ' ~ 1
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pra@ticability of the regulations propofed to be
eﬁc.bhfhcd by the Bill. :

By fe&tion 4 it is ena&ed that when the magls-
trates fha!l require the | prices of grain, medl, and

+ flour to be certified, they thall alfo caufe the
refpe&lve quancities to be alfo certified : ‘for
which purpole’ thcy are mvcﬁed with the famc
powets in refpe& to procuring returns ofquamxtles,
as they have already under Stat, 31 Geo. 2. in regard
to procuunm returns of prices.

This regulanon is a w1fe one, n"lt be pra&vcab]e,
which I doubt its bcmg in all places. Where

~ there is an Infpe&or of the Market, the maga{’cratesa

being authorized to fee his returns, may obtain a
comp]ete knowledge both of the quantities " and

prices : but where there is no In!pe&or, I ap~

prehend the Powers granted by 31 Geo. 2. c. 29.
§ 17,18, 19, will be found on trial inadequate to
the purpofe: and that to carry this regulation
effe€tually into execution, it wou'd be neceffary
to oblige every dealer, in places where there is
no Infpettor, to make a return to fhe Clerk of
the Market fimilar to that made to the Infpeétors.
As the law now ftands, though the buyer or feller ig
fubje&t to a penalty if he refufes to difclofe the true
real prices at which be has bought or fold ; yet as

he is not obliged to do this till required, the clerk
of the market muft be very alert indeed if he can

59
ﬁnd an opportunity of feverally putting the que{hon
{0 all the buyers and fellers, and minuting - their
anfwers, between the time of their having com-
leated their bargains and their quitting the market.
And as to flour, no return can be procured, becaufe
in moft coumry markets no flour i is fold. B

The next feé’tmn, which’ d;re&s the a{ﬁze to be {'et
from the aggregate price, quavtity, and amount of
the refpe&tive forts and kinds of grain, meal, ‘and
flour fo certified, and not otherwife, is unoba-

:eflionable in regard to the public, but would
in fome diftriéts, from local circumftances, . be
hnghly oppreflive to the buker, if htcrally camed

- into execution®.

The intention of {eétion 6 is permanem]y to ﬁx
the bakers alowance, and to take away the dif=
¢retionary puwcrs now intrufled to the maoxﬁratis.
It has been feen in their own Obfervations on the
Bill, that the bakers openly. accule the mag,lﬁratless
of havmg aBuseD this power, and that from thi

*‘ In the dl{’cn& wherein 1 am now writing, from the
corn there grown, and fiom the
want of mills to convert the fame into Flour, and g:;:ntr:
‘habit the bakers are in. of fe cking fupplies iron; z; neccfﬁt;
the Mag!f’uates have lately been under the };)m{r;:l nese 1Y
of fixing the 2ffize three fhillmgs in the bu

%Jeyoud what the average pric

la

inferior quality of the

e of the market w0uld jultify, -
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abufe have proceeded the numerous hardthips and

grievances under which they reprefent themfelves
as labouring. The charge is a heavy one, and

ought to ‘be fupported by full and fufficient proofs,
and to the difcuflion of thofe proofs when pro..

duced I refer for the decifion on the juftice of
the, charge. If the legiflature fhould admit it to |
~be well founded, theyv'may,_ perhaps, alfo accede

to the petition of the bakers, and permanently fix

their  allowance: and probably it~ will be’ by

evidence brought from the vicinity of the metropolis,
that the quantum of this allowance will be deter-
mined. But I apprehend that fuch a general
regulation would be injurious to the intereft of the
public, and that the fame allowance which .would
be no more than reafonable for the baker in Effex,
Hertfordfhire, Middlefex, and Surrey, would be
extravagantly high in Cornwall or Wales, Weft=
moreland or Cumberland.  Whilft the prices of
fuel, labour, and houfe rent differ, as they do ag
prefent in the various parts of the kingdom, it
fhould be a very ftrong neceflity .that fhould
induce the legiflature to fix one and the fame
allowance throughout the whole. | |

Seﬁlon 7 eﬁabhfhes new tables of aﬂize, fwhxch
we are told in a writter note,  cannot be pre-
« pared until the Bill goes before a Committee of
¢ the  Houfe of Commons, as. they muft depqnd‘
« on the allowance the Houfe may be difpofed
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% to grant.” I conjeftare from this note, that.
the bakers expe& to be entrufted with the cal-
culation of thefe tables, and in my opiriion the
trult would be mifplaced. ~ The Jaws of this king~
dom have always, with great wifdom; withheld
truft 'where there is the moft diftant chance of its
being abufed through the intereft the parties en=
trufted may have in the fubje@. Thus a judge of
affize may not {it in-the c'ounty where he was born’;
a ftheriff -is not peumtted to return a jury when
he “1is related to ~either parties at {uit; the ma-

~giftrate cannot Jom in licenfing an alehoufe if he

bé a common brewer, diftiller, or malfter; nor
execute the afls relatmc to the affize of bread if -

“he follows or is concerned in the bufinefs of a

miller, mealman, or baker. After thefe examples,
it will not, I hope, be thought invidious to affirm,
that a committée of bakers are not the fitteft per=
fons to be employed in framing a table of affize.:

.. We learn, from the obfervations before inferted;

~ that the proportions in the intended tables are 1o be

different from the London tables: and as the
merit or demerit of fuch tables depend as well on
the juftnefs of the proportions affumed for their
bafis, as on the accuracy of calculation; it would
have been candid in the trade to have openly de-
clared the proportions ithey with fo have eftablithed.

Too litlé attention feems hitherto to have been

" paid-to the fubje@: and I much doubt that former
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parliaments have trufled too implicitly to othersy
both as to the proportions on which the tables are
formed, and the accuracy with. which they are
calculated. - The calculation mwuft always be a
matter of truft ;/ we cannot expe&t a Committee of

the Houfe to fit day after day examining the-

ﬁgurés of a table: bat it may be hoped, that

‘caution and ‘circumfpefion” will be ufed in the

choice of the perfons to whom the truft'is com-
mitted. The negligence and partiality with which
the ' tables in Stat. g1 Geo. 2. c. 29. are drawn,
fhow the neceflity of this caution ‘and circum-
fpettion. But though the calculation muft, of
courfe, be committed to others, the legiflature

fhould itlelf fix the proportions on which'it is -
to proceed, and explicitly declare its intentions..

This was done for the firft time in-Stat. 13 Geo. 3.
e. 62. where the refpetiive weights ‘of the bufhel
of corn and the flour to be produced from it are
exallly defined.  The want of fuch definitions in
former afls leaves us ignorant ‘of the grounds on

which the alterations in the affize have been made:

and we can only conjetture why the weights of the
aflized loaves in the tables of g1 Geo. 2. are one

eighth lefs than thole in the pregeding tables of’

8 Aun, c. 18,

Se&tion 8 of the bill empowers any two

bakers, in places where no affize‘is fet, to require

the. fame to - be done; and the ,magiﬁrates hall,
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within - days after fuch 'va_ réquifition being
made to them, fet an affize. [-did not. expett to

" find the want of an affize among the more pro-

manent grievances of the bakers: where no power
is exercifed, power cannot be abufed; and where
the feller is the uncontrouled arbiter both of price -
and weight, there can exift no hardfhip but of his
own - impofing. - Without inveftigating the end
they may have in view, I would remind the bakers
that though there are penalties againft thofe who
{ell at higher prices, or in lefler weight than is fixed
by the aflize, there has as yet been no punifhment

-enafled againft fuch as may cho/ofe,to.fupply the

poor with bread at a cheaper rate. And I can
tell them, that while theyare at a confiderable ex-
penle in circulating'complaim and murmur through
every market town in the kingdom, there fill
exift, in the country, fome of their humbler
brethren, who live happy and contented with more
moderate gains than what they might receive under
the fan&tion of the law, if an affize was fet.

The next grievance of the bakers is the feverity
of the penalties for deficiency in weight, or for not
duly marking their bread, which they hope will
¢ be modified fimilar to the London bakers'a&.”
Convi&ions for either of thefe offences are, 1
believe, rare; and it may fafely be aflerted, that
delinquency is much more frequent than punifhment.
If the bakers, however, are not content with the
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power of mltmatlon now vefted in the mag1ﬁrates,
and fear the abufe of this power alfo, no great ob-
- jettion lies againft the modification of the penalties,
provided. difficulties- be not placed in the way of
the profecutor to prevent conviétion. - Such dif-
ficulties would, I apprehend; be raifed by the
fubfequent claufes of the bill. . The gthSeétion
declares bakers not liable to pum{hment for de-
ﬁc1ency in weight, unlefs the weight be afcertained
within ~ hours after it is baked. The " Stat.

31 Geo 2. allows, ‘in the country, three days from

the time when it fhall have been expofed to fale.
1t the time is to be limited to hours, and thofe to be
computed from the time of baking, I know not
how the profecutor can either know how long the
bread has been baked, nor, in the country, lay

his information within the fhort fpace limited: him:.

The baker, if the number of hours is to be-24;
may keep it back till they be expxred before he
,fends it to his diftant retail fhops, and may then

fell it with impunity, however deficient in' weight.

The effeét of this claufe would be to fcreen the
offenders: and I do not believe that bakers and
fellers of bread ‘are, as the bill infinuates, “‘pfo-
¢« {ecuted and punifhed more feverely than in
<« juftice and equity they ouOht to- be,” under the
laws now exifting.

- The third obje& of the bill, which is to put
the countrv bakers upon the fame footing with the

London bakers refpeting bakmg on the Lord s
day, is hxghly praife- worthy

1 {hall eonclude thefe - Obfervations with re- -
marking, that though the bill has a claufe faving

‘the rights of the city of London, the fimilar re

fervation of the rights ‘of the two Univerfities, .
and of the Liberty of Weftminfter, ufually inferted
in all afts relatmg to the aﬁize of bread, is herc'

om;tted
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Of t/ze Mealmcms Prqﬁt”

HE aﬁize of' bread is fixed by two propor--

- tions, fuppofed to exift between the weight

of bread and _the weight of the flour whereof it

is made, and between the refpeétive prices of flour
and corn. The confideration' of the latter pro-
portion may appear to {ome unneceffary, who may
alk, why cannot the aﬂizb be as eafily fixt imme-
diately from the price of flour, as by the cir-
cuitous method of computing it from the price of

- corn. But this is what could not be heretofore done,

and though now become prafticable, its expediency

“may be much doubted. - As long as the trades of
baker and mealman continued united, which they

generally were till the beginning of this century,

the price of corn was the only ftandard that ¢Quld"'

be: ufed, becaufe, from its firft purchafe in the
market till it was fold in bread, it went through
the hands of but one perfon, who both made
the flour and baked it. The province of the

‘miller was then confined to “grinding, and his re-
‘ward a toll taken in kind. While the fame perfon
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was thus both baker. and miealman, the. profits of
each branch centered: in him, and the public had
no intereft in enquiring what proportion of his
gains accrued from the one or the other. But
when a feparation took place, and the bakers in
general relinquifhed -the ‘manufaltory of flour to
the millers, who, by the affiftance of a fuperxor
machinery, could do it more perfe&tly-and at a
cheaper rate; the mealman, though not included
by name, was virtually bound by the affize: for as’
the baker was ftill obliged to obferve the prices
and weights which continued to be fixt by the
price of corn, the mealman was under the ne-
ceflity of making fuch forts of flour, and felling
them at fuch pr1ces as would enable the baker to
comply with the regulations of the affize. - And
this was, probably, for fome time ftriftly obferved:
the boulting engines of -the bakers would not all
be laid afide at one inftance; and it was not tilk
they were in general knocked in pieces, or moul-
dered into duft, that the bakers were brought en<

tirely into fubjcﬂxon to the mealmen, both as to

the quality and price of flour, and the latter com-
pleted their triumph by prevailing on the legiflature
to empower the magillrate to regulate the affize
as well by the price of flour as by the price of
corn, This was firft done by Stat. 8 Ann, C. 18.

Wthh dire@s the magifirates, in fettmo the affize, -

to have refpett to the price the grain, meal or _flour

whereof the bread is' made, fhall bear in market.-
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This ‘dire@ion muft, I apprehend, have appcared
rather enigmatical to the magiftrates of thofe times,
becaufe there was no fixed ftandard between: the
refpettive weights of flour and bread. . This de-
ficiency was fupplied in Stat. g1 Ge. 2. c. 29.
which, by defining the weight of -the loaf made
from a peck, (or 14/h. of flour) has enabled
the magiftrates at all times to know <« if the

«¢ baker hath more or lefs than the allowance the}r’

« intend to give him.”” This fubftitution of the price
of flourinftead of the price of corn has been further
countenanced by what is called the London Bakers
A&, where the table contains two collateral columns,
fhewing the correfpondent prices of wheat and
flour: and the table in the bill intended to be
brought into parliament by the country bakers is,
we are told, to be confirufted in the fame form,
though on different proportions. Thus have the

mealmen nearly emancipated themfelves from all
controul of the law, and the option apparently left

to the magiftrate to fet the affize either by the price

. of corn or flour, is, in pra&ice, of ‘little ufe,

Whenever the ‘mealmen raife the price of flour

“beyond its due proportion, the bakers will tell

the magifirates, that if the affize be not fet ac-

cording to this enhanced price, they neither can

nor will continue their trade. ~ This fturdy language
has, I believe, lately been ufed in more than one

| diftriét ; and all laws now exifting, or that may
~bhe made to regul‘ate the affize of bread, willy
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in a great meafure, fail of their end till the meal-

man as well as he baker‘is,fubje&ed to them.

_While the baker was alfo the mealman, his profits

in both capacities were - ftriétly limited: and no

' yeafon can be affigned, now that the’ trades are

feparated, why the more principal branch fhould
remain without any legal reftraint. The effefts
of this emancipation are feverely felt by com-
munity, not only in the enhanced price of bread,

- whenever the mealman advances his flour beyond

the proportion of the tables, but alfo in the ex-
orbitant profit which the retailers make by the fale
of flour. While no reftraint is-laid on the meal-.

. man, the retailer is equally uncontrouled. In fome

parts the latter is mierely the agent of the forme_r;
for whom he fells, and receives a fixt allowance o

os. 6d. or at moft gs. 4d. per fack for his trouble =

whilft in other diftri€s the retailer is left at liberty
_to make what profit he pleafes, and this has 'latgzly
been carried as high as 4d. and 6d. in the ftone,
06 6s. 8d. and 10s. on the fack. ‘The djl_et (?f Vthe
labourer is chieﬂyf-farinac‘?.ous', and ﬂour‘ is the
;pt‘inciple ingredient in‘many arti(i\es of .hls food
befides bread: the fame wife policy yxrhlch. ﬁxes
the pricé of his bread fhould alfov ‘a{certam_ t.he
rate at which he may purchafe flour, ar.;d free him
| fréirbnk the extor'tion to which he is now liable.

: If the 1égiﬂathre {hould think proper to fub_]'eé:i
the mealman as well as the baker toan affize, it
will be a confideration of gr’gatimporvtanc,e, whcf-
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ther the proportions eftablithed in the prefent tables

- thould be preferved, or whether there is juft caufe,

as” Mr. Archdeacon Hesvor fuggefts, to reduce
them; and by the ‘redution to render both bread
and flour at all times cheaper to the purchafers. - It
is a queflion upon which I do not think- myfelf
competent to give a decifive opinion. I fhall,

 therefore, only enquire into the variations which

have taken place in thefe proportions, affign my
reafons for doubting the juftnefs of Mr. Hesto#’s
conclufions, and fuggeft the regulations which ap-

pear neceffary to- render any law on the fubje&
effe&ual o

Pafﬁncr over the Aﬂize Table in Stat 51 H%n 3

hecaufc the names of the féveral forts of bready

and the denominations of" the welghts then in ufe,
are become obfolete and unintelligible, there are
three: other tables exiftent {ucceffively made in-the
reigns of Q. Elizabeth, Q. Anin, and K. George 2.
The forts of bread are diftinguifhed in all of them
by the fame names of White, Wheaten, and Houf-

_hold Bread. And the price of the quarter of wheat |
is feverally made by them equal to, the followmg‘

wei ghts of bread.

- White, Wheaten, Houfhold:
By Q. Elizabeth’s Table,* -276

- By Table in Stat. 3 Ann, c.. 18, ¢ . 278 |
By Table in Stat 3t Geoi 2 ¢, 29 ) 2'§1 gl

.l The Troy we:ght ufed in thlS table is here 1educed
to szrdupazﬁ to compare it with the others, '

1
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If thefle wexghts of. bread be reduced to the re-
fpettive welghts of flour from ‘whence they are
made by the propomon e{‘cabh{hed in Stat. 31. -Geo.
2. they wxll be as under. o

o«

White. Wheaten IIou{ho‘ld

ey B | b
By Q Elzzabetk’s Table : 221" | 334 | 445

By Tablein 8 Annec 180 | 221 | 335 448
By Table in 31 Geo, 2. c. 29. 218 | 298 | 396

It hence appears, that the refpeflive values of

corn. and the flour from whence white bread is

made has remained the fame from time immemorial*;.
and that no alteration took place in the proportions

~of the other two forts of flour till the att pafled in

g1 Geo. 2. W hofoever looks back to the hiftory of
that period, and confults the Journals of the Houfe

" of Commonis, and there finds that petitions were

prefented from fundry places, praying relief from
the high prices of bread corn, will ‘be furprifed
that the legiflature, in anfwer to thefe. petitions,
paffed an a& by which the weight of the twelve-
penny loaf was diminithed nearly one-eighth from
what it Thould have been by the Stat. 8 Aun.then
in force: this will appear by the following coms
panfon of the two tables, o :

% The fmall vananons in the numhers arife from the:t
bemg calculated from the wexght of the penny loaf.

T O T s i
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- fooner was this ftandard rendered uneertwain:by

the affize, to the price of flour as well-as to that of

72
- Weight of Twelve-penny Loaf. :

S

By Stat. 8 dnn.’ ,3? Statl g1 Geo. 5

P‘rilc'e of Bufhel
~and Baking.

: l —
| Wheaten. Houﬂxold.- Wheaten. Houﬂmld, .

on. dr.\lb. oz, dr.
12, 4’,4"“: Lo
8 o 5|
C1oa4)

4 13 10]. .

v

lh. 0z. dr.lo. 0z, dr.\l
10! 6 13[13 14
615 4] 9 4

5. 8.0 615,
42 125 9~
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. Now, I apprehend, this circumftan¢e, which-at firft
view has fo. odd an appearance, can no otherwife
be accounted for than by attributing it to the effelt
of the innovation i_ntro'ducéd inito the bread laws
by ‘-_the'Stat. of 8. Ann. While the: pri‘ce.bf the
bufhel  of “wheat ‘rema'inedf:the;,:folcf {tandard: ;o?
the affize; both mealman and baker were 'obliged"
firiétly to Aobferve the pfoportibns'eﬁabliﬂled;‘both.
as to price of flour and weight of bread. ' But:no

direfting the magiftrates to have regard :in fixing

corn,  than the mealman altered thé finenefs “of :his
flour and enhanced its price, the change fuited the
palates of the confumers, the loaf was grad’u‘al'lyr
diminifhed in weight though “increafed in ﬁnencfs;‘** '
t.ill‘ the ‘magiftrates ~were “obliged to adopt. an
imaginary inftead of the real  price of whéat; oy
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make it agree with the price which flour bore -in:
the market. 8o that the Stat. of Geo: 2'. made. no-
change .in:the “price of ‘bread in .the m?troppiis,-
but only: rendered the law ,conforma/b]c “to the,
praflice’ there prevalent. The cafe was different:

in the remoter parts.of the kingdom, where luxury-

'prev_ailing:lefs,land ‘the people r‘e,taimr_lg; their .old.

taftes and- habits. of. life, the vp_roport,ions,of the. -

Stat.' of Q. dAnn had been better obferved; there

the newa&t was not favorably received, and, though.

a - fchool-boy at the time;. I well gem_cmibqr“;t‘hc.‘

publication of @ {mall. tra, fhewing. how much.

the public were lofers by -the new. regulations,
which tended not to lowers butr.di‘d a&ually_increzy@
the price of bread to the confumier. This inftance.
fhould ferve as-a falutary caution of the dangers
attending = every. innovation in laws refpelting the

«

'g'enerals‘police“,of “the - nation. . They. are ulually.

produ&ive of incon—veniencies, ' not fo_rcfeen, ~and,
difficuit, when felt, to. remove. -« When  par-
« liament ‘in" 1709, for the firft time, inftead of
¢ reducing the prattice to the, law,, made the law

« to_comform to the pratice, they left the good.

& fenfe, and forgot the juftice of their anceftors:

« they repealed the old law and introduced con-.
« fufion ; which, with its train of perverfive,
& mifchiefs, remains triumphant to- this ‘day.

& The millers no longer obferve, in the ma-

& nufafturing of flour, the making fuch forts as
¢ the forts of bread, direéted. by the law'to be

L
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s ‘made for' fale, require; nor keep ‘any pro-
“«portion ‘of price between the forts of - flour
13 "thi'c‘h"thc'y ‘do make, “and the- price of:the Jgraih
« 'whe"rei)f:»»‘it'E is ' made. - ‘The legiflaturey inftead of
« affifting"the ‘magiftrate, -gave “way and'ithrew’ all
“open 6 the. difcretion and:at' the ‘mercy of 'the
¢ mealman‘-<thiéy ~emancipated - oné branch’ of
«’the' manufa€tiiré of bread' from" under the regii~
- «'lations of the affiz& aiid 'yetaffized the ‘whole;
«:when manufaGured;'at a fixt:rate. - The' inZ
% juftice ¢nds ot in’ the'injury done the: baker,

- <but becomes ‘éhormdus,’ with:added oppreflion,

“'to the’ vla_‘bou*r\’iﬁg claffes of the ‘people, by leaving
« the price” of their fuftenance’ atthe 'diferetion
¢ and mercy of Eth'e"?r’r')'ealméfn*?’.’?»fi*f"‘Td ‘thist:very
intelligent writer 1 refer ‘my readers, where:they
will find the - fubjeét fully difcuffed; and" thé: ne=
ceflity of regulating forts, goodnefs, and- prices of
flour, 'by‘an affizé V*fully' p;rove‘di.v“ A bill: for 'that
purpofe was brought into the Houfe of Commdns
in'1775, butthe ‘paffing it fulpended till ‘the next
,fe{ﬁoxi's;” ¢ in’order to be ‘coﬁ'ﬁ'dered-"by‘ the mem-
s bers in the country confulting their conftituents,
 and in"order that being circulated, it might be
¢ {ubmitted to examination, -obje&tions made-tc it
« confidered, - and’ improvements’‘or amendmént

" . * Thefe paflages .5r¢§~ji}€;lk_‘_(‘3n from a Pamphlet prmted

“in 1795, entitled,’ Cq)vzj’ﬁd_emti_bnyy bnit‘he»Sca_réz'ty and high Prices

of Bread Cbrn’i and " Bread, in a feries of 'thtéf&,ﬂzjzﬂfféd te
be written by Governor Po'wNane, -~ T o oo
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« received.’?., But the price of co}rn_falling'}he

" pext year, . the fubjet was not. relumed in. the en«’

fuing‘;feiﬁons;ofk,par,liam\ept. s

- Two A&s have however’ p_afféd,ggpn_e prior_ffmd
oi]‘e:-a.';'fu-bfequent . to this attempt -of . obtaining 2
ge?ne;‘a\ Jaw:.the end of both. which was. the re-
eftablifhment of the affize table of Q. Anun,: with-
out derogaﬁ(ig frqm,that;‘of-, Geo. 2. .. The ftandard
wheaten bread of 13 Geo: 3. C. 62. is no other than

' the wheaten -bread in Queen Amws table: and the
houfhold bread: in- the latter, the fameas the bread -

permitted: to be .made by Stat. 36 Geo. 3. C. 22+
So that the laws now in force admit of five different
forts of bread. to be ‘made from wheat alone_:_{l
diverfity .which feems unneceflary : and it is hum-
bly fubmitted: to- the confideration of ‘the. legif~

lature,! whether. dow that from an -increafed popu-

~lation: and other-‘conc‘uprf‘ent caufes,qt‘he,{ave‘rage

produce _of - the-kingdom is, no. longear: ,eqjua,l to its
confumption, it ‘would not be. expedient ,who}ly
to-repeal the flatute:of 31-Geo. 2. and tore-eftablifh
the. affize of ‘the, former att-of Queen. 4nn. Such

a law, which feems neceflary, not only.as a temporary -

but as a permanent regulation, would conﬁdcrab]y
reduce the confumption, and eight bufhels of
wheat-would be made to produce the fame weight of
bread as!nine do p()w, at leaft in the metropolis-and
great towns whére wheaten' bread is chiefly eate‘n.‘ :
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* The author of the consiprraTIonsfays, that
« the miller does not: fo divide the meal as to
« make the flour proper for the Standard Wheaten
« Bread, and that the bakers feem afraid that the
« people thould ever know what it is and how good
% j¢ 55, This may be the cafe in the metropolis,
where there is a great and’ conftant demand for the
finer flours : but in the country, where the con-
fumption of thefe is fmall,: the greater part of the

- wheat Is made’-_into what is there called sEconDs;
the price of 'which is always in the. proportion

which the ftatute direfls  for Standard Wheaten
Bread ; and the bread ‘made from it;is fold in
7quartér~fp’e’ék: loaves, either ‘at the prices in the
table of 13 ‘Geo.” 3. or.in fome places at a lower

“rate. This was the pra&ice in a’ diftriet where I
“long refided, and it is but juftice to the principal
-mealmen there to obferve,-that, during the fcarcity -

‘of 1795, they were the protettors of the public,
‘and cxerted their utmoft efforts to keep down the
prl;i/ce of ‘flour. ‘The kingdom is now in:fimilar
diftrels, and it would have given me pleafure to have

‘been able to' make the fame acknowledgement to

‘thofe who fupply the part of the country where
lno’\v 1iv’e.'= 3 R SUTIE RV TN EN

‘But to return to the more immediate conlide-
ration of the ‘profit : of the mealmen. The inno-

vations gradually introduced by the .trade in the

manufaftory of flour, have had one conftant end
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in view, the diverting the confumption altogether
wo the finer forts, upon which their profit is the
gréat'eﬁ.z ~Thé confequence has been ‘th-at,“thc
public is become accuftomed to eat a finer fort
of bread, for which they neceflarily pay a ‘higher
price : more wheat is ufed ; the increafed demand
yaifes the price of the grainy and ftill" further en=

‘hances that of bread. Now the only remedy to

an evil fo frequently and fo feverely felt, is to
tread back our fteps, and- to return to the plain
fimplicity of living of our -anceftors: to petition

the legiflature to oblige the mealman ' to make
" fuch forts of flour, and to fell them at fuch prices

as may' enable the baker to bake the {everal forts
of bread permitted by the Stat. of Q. Ann, 'and
to }lirohibitvthe' making for fale any- other ‘bread
whatever. While we perfitt in the ufe -of . fine

bread, we fhall; 1 apprehend, look in vain fqra

reduBlion in price,

A late worthy writer® has ‘indeed -opened to us
ample refources in the reduétion of the enormous
profits made, as-he {ays, by the mealman: the hopes

" he has excited will, I fear, prove fallacious. - He |
.argues'thus. 1n the Stat. of g1 Geo. 2. the fack of

wheaten flour is eftimated of 'eqUaj Va\ﬁ’e with 7%
bufhels of ‘wheat: But a. fack of flour 1s made
from 6 buthels only: therefore the mealman has

| ‘/;* Mr. Ar»chds:aicon"ljlzs'x.or,: o
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on every fack of flour a profit of -one buflrel'and
“a half, ‘or 25 per cent. the courfe of his trade
enables him to make 1g returns in the year, his

gains therefore at the end of the twelvemonth wilk
be 300 per- cent. or in other words he will have

quadrupled the capital he employed. Without fol-

lowing the author through the intricate calculations

from which he has drawn this conclufion, 1 apy
prehend an ordinary ‘degree of attention to, what
pafles round us, may. c‘onyi'qcc‘uis _t,ha:‘,!po’ﬁfuch
profits are made.. The ,prjcri.mcn_ts on which he

refts. do. not appear .conclufive : ‘and . the method

he ufes, in. Chap. 2. §-4. of fubftituting one kind

of flour for another, is liable to objettion, becaufe

prices  arbitrarily fixed* are no juft eriterion of
real produce., I -doubt the mealman cannot make
12 returms, and there are deduftions of which
Mr. Hesrop {eems not ,aWare, which confiderably
reduce his profits. The firft erction of mills is
very expénfive, the repairs of them frequent and
heavy, and their rents proportionably high. - The
allo,wap;cggt()ﬁ the retailer, .and I .ap‘preh;end:. the
;ba;kevirw}izils, ,:;';t,h'e‘,far_ne, difcount, whenb,;ﬂour_ is at
45s. per fack, which méy be deemed ;\n‘,aycragc}z

‘price, amounts to -5 per cent. So that the, real

profits - of “the trade muft be _veir;y_' confiderably
under -what Mr. Hesror flates them at.): It is
obfervable that in the Billt brought into parliament

* I mean not by 1'\."Ir.yv Hesroe, but the Mealmen,
¥ Sce the table of aflize printed’in the Confiderations.
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- by Governor PowNALLIN 1775,’fd¢'ﬂzev due making
of flowry and to regulate the foﬁs, goodnefs, -and prices
thereof, &e. the price of the ftandard: . wheaten
bore the fame proportion’ to- the price of wheat,
as'it does in Stat. 13 Geo. 3. and the prices of ithe:
wo other forts from whick wheaten and -houthold
bread are made, were 1é%'tr'iﬂc' higher/ than in’ the
proporti ons fixed by Stat. g1 Geo 2: and: therefore
‘that: Honourable gentleman, who: had paid 'great
attention to- the fubjeét; and as Chairman of 'the
Committee had ample means of information, muft
cither have ‘thought the profits' of ‘the - mealmany
as fixed. by: thofe: ftatutes, ‘reafonable; “or: ‘dééxne‘d
it hazardousand ‘inexpedient to attempt - their

reduion.~ And yet ‘when it'is confidered oW |

long the prefent proportions have been’ éﬁab’liﬂ;’@d;
(for: the “deviation™ in Stat. 31, Geo. 2. may he re=
garded’ as ‘an altération “in- finenels  rather than! in
proportion) and that during: a great part of the
period - the mealman, ‘then the. ‘baker. alfo, "was
{ubje&t to a heavy and often arbitrary toll in
kind* upon  grinding his corn; aburden’from

~ which the ‘mealman is now -exempt: and further,

that more flour is now produced from a given
quantity’ of wheat than could heretofore ‘be done

by the  imperfe€t machinery then:in ufe; the

o Suit at the lord’s mill was one of thé feudal f'ei;vi'cés",
and very rigidly exafted. See in Annales. de Dunflable, an

. account of the Priox’s breakin g a}l the hépd- mills in town,

o N R T e
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nataral conclufion feems to-be; that the mealinan
could now afford to fell his flour. at a' lower rate.
But the validity of this ‘conclufion fhould’ be con-

firmed by -experiment before. any alteration - is’

- attempted. " The experiments hitherto : made :'do
not appear:to. me to be ftriétly applicable ‘to the:
queftion. ' What feems in. the firlk- place wanting,
is&dobligb the mealman to makeé fuck forts of flour
as are requifite; for the feveral forts'of .bread! per-

" mitted by the- ftatutes ; and in'order to:determine

at;what rates fuch ﬂo'zirs,ﬂ)ould-,.bcv fold, experiments

fhould -be made on: the manufaoring of wheat
into thofe - flours, and not intoothers unfuitable for,

- the purpofe. . But this is not to beg,eXpé&ed,: from

any private perfon, becaufe flours'not now ufually:
made would Jwith_ difficulty :-ﬁnd; a fale.. - A’ feries
of experiments. might, however, be entered upon
at the expenfe of Government, under the dire@ion

of the Commiffioners of the V ittualing * Office;

or of the Board of Agricultyre. = -

.+ Let- the flour .produced by a l_oid .of ~wheat
be {fo divided into two equal parts, as to make two
forts of bread only, and let the; dimenfions  of
wire or cloth through which they pafs be - exaly
fixed: it: would be moft beneficial to tbe>publ,ic
that thefe two forts were the wheaten or houthold of
otl_d, times* v butj if the tafte of the age be fo vitiated
-~ # That is _what is now -called_. Standard - Vthzit’cﬁ,‘ and
the coarfe Bread of 36 Geo. 3, R

81.

that wafte muft flill dccompany want, then -the
experi:mkent muft bé direfted to the wheaten zfnd
houthold bread of 31 Geo. 2.. Thefe flours be}ng
carefully weighed and prized .in the proportion
cfablifhed by “the “tables, “their ‘aggregate value

compared with the coft of the load of Whe?t will
{hew the mealman’s profits; and the 1eg1ﬂatur.e |
will from therice be enabled to judge whether,thelr ,‘

profits are greater than théy'dughbt, to be. One

‘objetion “may. bé madeto the - criterion: here pro-

pofed = :that :it A{uppoles. t:befm@?l;méﬂ will ‘ﬁ;hd a
smarkét for equal ‘quantities ‘of both kinds of - flour,

_ which nay. well be doubted. . Let then the, cx-

‘perimenits: be made: on one kmd of flour '91,11)(3 . anfi
‘the-&nquiry- be confined ;to the prices at wlyéch,t_.]‘t_
may: be fold: et the STANDARD bread be made of
permit two other f(jrté of bread, one ﬁnc;r,ag@ .one
coaffcr, to be made; the ta_bles fhould be fo con-
firified asto givé the greateft profit both to mealman
and baker on the Standard Bread. . The. contrary
15 tlré cafe. with the prefent tables, {o that both kﬁnd
their: greateft - advantage. in the finer. forts, and
fieithér the one will prepare ;_ﬂ'our,.,_-‘nor. the other
bake - bread of .the coarfer. . . L ‘

that-flour = ‘and at the,fame tiine that the law fhould

el:‘}
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CHAP VIII

------

Plcm OJ( cm Ajﬁze Ta,b[g' ‘ |

HENEVER the bxead ]aws come under‘
‘the confideration of parhamente it:is to:-be

»hoped the refult-will -be ithe . 1educmg the feveral

ftatutes now in- force mto ‘one! A€ty by:theiregu-
"ations of whlch the mealman .and the baker: may

ibe equally bound. ' Suchiarlaw would neceflarily
compxehend hew: tables ‘of affizes ione! for regu-

;latx“g ‘the ‘price’ of ﬂoura ‘the: Other the prlce aﬁd,
wemht of bread A et :

Y ) He
SN

“In ﬁxmg the’ prlces of - flour from thofe “<:)f the

. grain'from’ whence it is made, the rule before ‘given
_"Tm p. .19. V{hmﬂfi be: ‘obferveéd ;;and the prices thould
always ‘be multiples of 2od. vas is' done in the

I;}‘)’ﬂdbri tables.” One table: would fuffice for all
the various flours and’'meals - from:~whence
bread is permitted to be made: the firt column

“fhould .contain the price of the gquarter of corn,
- -the followmg columns firft the prices of flours

made from wheat, aid then of thofe prepared from

‘other grain,

' of ‘the aﬁized loaves.

. The allowance to the bakér fhould be “on the

fack of flour, and' not . .on the bufhel of grain:
that he’ may always have: the -fame for baking an
equal  weight of flour . of whatever. kind it . bes
becaufe his' expenfes ‘are the fame on the cdarfer
as on the finer forts.  But under the ftatutes now
in force the allowance being on the bufhel, varies
with the -proportion the fack of flour bears to it
So that when this allowance is. is. 6d. per bufhely
whilft: he receives' 115 gd..on every fack of flour
uled for -wheaten bread, this allowance is reduced

" to 10s. per fack in the ftandard wheaten bread, and

to 8s. 5xd. in houfhold bread. ~And in bread

from other grain the difproportion is ftill greater.
For 1s. 6d. on the buthel would be 22s. on the

fack of flour made from oats; and only 8s. gd. on

* that made from beans.” Thisill- convemency would

be- obv1ated by giving oné fixt allowance on’ the

fack of flour of evcry kmd, whlch {hould always

be a muluple of 2od

The fecond table {hould have in the firft column,
the price of the fack of flour and allowance -for
bakmg, and the fucceedmg columns firt the

prxces of ‘the prxced 1oaves,

(S
[

The prices are Very eaﬁly calculated, that of the

‘peck Toaf  being always =5 part of the fum in the

and next the wewhts
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firt column, = To determine the weights of the
affized loaves the a& muft firfl fix the weight - of

- bread to. be made from the fack of flour; I refer to

“what has been faid in Chapter V. on the propriety of
withdrawing the thirteenth baf granted to. the baker
in the prefent tables, and compenfating  him by an
increafe in his allowance.” ‘The. weight of bread
to be made from ‘the whole fack of flour  being
fixty the wejghts of the feveral affized loaves: thould
be ¢alculated from it with accuracy and precifion.
A table ‘thus confiruéted would ferve for every
denomination of bread. - . ,

E xﬁ&cmczt?}'oh; of z%/wl&fer o the propofed. Tdfb:iﬂ.& |

To give an example of the ufe of thefe tables,
I thall fuppofe them conftruéted on the fame pro-
proportions as. thole now in. force, and the feveral
denominations of ‘bread for which the affize is to
be fet the fame as at prefent: the price of wheat

returned to the magiftrate to be 48s. the quarter,

‘and the baker’s allowance. to. be fixg ac 135, 4d.

per fack.

 From the fist table X fhould find, that when the
quarter of wheat is at 48s. the prices of the fack of

flour are to be as follows :—

For W‘héaten.‘ﬁréa,d 455 t;o whlch add é-_l:l c;)wr%mc_:c

for baking 135, 4. in all 585, 4d,

85

Fdr Qtandérd Wheaten Bread 4os. making, with |

allowancey 535. 4d

For Houfhold Bread ggs. 44. making, -with
allowance, 46s. 8d. _ A

Then in the fecond table op.p;oﬁ_te,,to iSsh %}ile
would be found the prices and w.elgh.ts at whic ihe
Affize is to be fet for Wheaten Bre.a(.i; and ©oppo ; c
to 53s. 4d. and 46s. 8d. the refpg&wq prlces :md
weights for the Affize of Standard Wheaten 2

Houthold Bread.
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