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TAX UPON INCOME, &c.
. b
et ——— v
YN .all cafes of national emergency, the. necc!- ; 3
fity of providing for an adequate expenditur. .
fhould never prevail over political prudence an:l L
juftice, Every wife ftatefman will preferye the i
ftem of national produce, that it may afford bim %
future fupplies, inflead of cutting it down, for 5 !
the purpofe of more effeftyally obtaining a pre- L
fent abundance. Vigorous exertions may b. !
made to defend a ftate from imminent danger,
but if they are adopted on principles deftruttivc o
to national commerce and induitry, the courtry b
muft fall a vi€tim to that imbecility which wili
ever be the confequence of fuch impolitic - rafl.- 4
nefs, The wealthof a nation does not fo muc::
depend ypon its produce, as upon its ehergies :
which extend commerce, and animate induftry.
Every tax, therefore, that tends to cripple tradc, 3
and difcourage labour, muft eventually ruin the
ftate wherever it is adopted. S
Confidering the Tax upon Income, as flated S
by Mr. PitT, haying fuch a deftrutive prmn- A
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ciple to. trade, is the caufe .of the following
obfervations, . . . .. -

Admitting the expediency of providing the
“fum of 23,0575000l. for the fervices of 1799,
fome other meafure fhould have been adopted

than that of levying the whole property,

as confifting of real, fpeculative, or fiftitous,

in a ftate of minifterial tything. Had hc pro-
pofed to tax, in a juft proportional ratio, the ab-
{olute property of the country,. whether coniift-
ing of income arifing from rental of lands, leafes,
mortgages, dividends from the funds, penfionary
or purchafed annuities, or even feyvants® fala-
ries, he would het have materially nfeebled the
ftamina ‘which fupports the life and fucceflive
growth of public révenue. ‘e wWould tiot have
fubjefted the trader to 'the difzgreeable alterria:
tive of cither fubmitting ‘to the arbitrary Jevies
of Commiffiopers, . or “difclofing a ftate of cir-
cumftances which may prove ‘the ‘ruin ‘of his
‘credit, and confequently that of himfelf ‘and fa-
mily, And, -in a_country ‘like that of ‘Great
Britain, which poffefles "a”‘c‘()'r;'nmefcve"ft__lppq‘x_-t;gd
chiefly by credit, what temerity muft ‘it ‘be’in a
Minifter to enforce a meafure which tends to
unnerve this animating ‘principle of ‘its ‘prefers
yation and encreafe? Wil there not ‘be many
inftances of Commiffioners being the ‘principal

creditors of thofe fubjeéted to their aflefment ?

“The pretence, ihéréfofé,_rgf_‘f\_ich;_ﬁo’rpmi{ﬁon_ers
" being fworn to fecrecy, will ‘not fecure the trader
entjufted by fach creditors, from the worft of
" evils  that . could poflibly attend ‘a publi¢ dif-
clofure of his ¢ircumftances. The only perfon,

‘ | B ?e\rhapg\;
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perhaps, on whofc"opiniioh of his folvency his.
exifience depends as a tradefiman, is thus poflel-

fed of bis circumftances, and confequently of
“the knowledge of the perfon he has trufted be-

ing no longer worthy of credit. -
< . < A% . J

In fuch inftances as thefe, -which are liable ta-
be innumgérable; the trader not only lofes his
eredit, but is, perhaps, arrefted, immediate-

ly for debts for which he has not had {ufficient

time to provide ; but, had he been allowed his

ufual credit, he might have paid the debt, and
 thus preferved his credit; -extended his ‘bufinefs,

and fecured himfelf gpd family from immediate
1t may be fajd, that perfons continuing bufinefs
on fuch afiflitious credit, isinjurious tocommerce,
This is an aflertion that'is equally as vain, as
it s the -common-place cant of fuch as adopt
vulgar prejudices: for axioms founded: on -truth
and propriety.  Were the ‘trade -of this-country
to be reduced to ‘that which 1is -'or'lly-cai"l'ied on
by perfons of ablolute property, it would moft
probably ‘be reduced to a tenth part-of its prefent

eftimate. ‘And the revenue on which the ftate

muft ever depend for its fupport and:-exiftence,
would be ‘diminifhed in ‘proportion. In fuch a

deprefled and reduced ftate of natiopal property

and income, howlong would Mr. PitT have to

~boall of'this cpuutry b‘g’ing»the’saviour of ‘Man-
Kkind:?> S IR S S A

To-diminifh ‘the number of ‘traders, ‘is to de-

firoy that competition which produces excellence
-of manufa@ure and renders the prices-of its arti.
cles fo-low-as ‘to obtein our ‘merchants the pre-

ference
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ference in foreign markets, Nor is it always the

opulent tradefman who preferves. the extent and

confequence of our internal or foreign trade..

They produce monopolics which ~deprefs: in-
dyftry and encreafe the indigence. of »the,podr

and middling claffes until the high-price of pro-
yifions augments the. price of labour and thus
‘py.entuglly_;rend‘cr our manufallures above the
prices at which they can be furnifhed by our
rivals in foreign markets. The induftriqus,
trader or artizan of {mall capital, therefore, who
is'obliged to haye a quick return promotes the
‘extention of commerce - by rendering our com.
modities at a price which muft neceffarily under-
{cll the foreign competitor,  * = © o

~ In every fpecies of taxatjon, whe;her.prbpor; A

tional, cunnp_la_t’ivc, or perfonal ; they ought tq
jmpair the fruits not the fund ; the expences not
the favings of the perfontaxed; the {fervices, not

“the perfons. performing them. - But in the tax

upon Income now propofed by the minifter all
thefe wife and juft principles are abandoned.
It will attach upon the abfolute fund and not the
growing produce.. It affeéls partjcularly ihe favs

ings and not the expences. of the perfon: taxed,

For all thofe whg have by a life fpent in ceconomy

and.induftry fayed an.income barely fufficient o
fupport them in the days of age and infirmity, arg

10 haye this fcanty income diminifhed at the difs

‘retion of the Commiffioners.  And as it is meant

to.be levied upon ‘all anpual incomes of 60l and

upwards, it will affe€t the perfohs and not the ler-

“vices-of the Artizans who hayve nothing to fupport

._}bemfclg)es-apd_fémi;lies but what arifes from their

daily

r71

daily labour. It will operate like thole pérfonéﬂ
tixes asthe corvée ufed in Franees the fix days
labour on the high roadss -and the militia fervice

before pay was allowed in;England. Forif fuch

Artizans'are obliged to pay a portion - of theif
earnings which barely fapply them at prefent with
neceflaries, it will oblige them to. allot a portion
of their .roft to additionidl . labour to avoid the

~ dreadful alternative of themfelves and families

fuffering - the greateft: extremities- of indigence.

. By encreafing, . therefore, their hours of labout
~and-diminifhing thofe of their reft, they will fuf-
fer the greateft of all perfohal.in’convenience,- by -

~obliging them to continue their toil when their

-wearinels requires eafe and refefhment. But if

the tax was only to effe& fach incomes arifing

from labour as could be fpared without obliging
the perfons fo taxed to encreafe their toil to {up.

-ply the deficiency thus caufed in what was necel-
fary to their fupport, it would then affe& his fer-
‘vice, and not his perfon. - e

But, upon the principle -of {ubjeéting fuch.to
this tax as have incomes of ‘6ol. ‘Mr. PiTT can-
ot but know, that thoufands of mechanics will

{uffer the above-inconvenience, in coufequcnce

of their prefent earnings, . without any  deduc-
tion, not being fufficient to fupply themlfelves,
and a numerous family, with neceflary cloathing,
dwelling, and fubfiftence. Is it wife, is it hu-
mane, is it confiftent with the greatnefs of mind
which' fhould charaflerife -the Minifter - of a
Great Nation, to fubmit the laborious part: of

 the community to fuch-a feverity of impoft ?

- Qught they not to be cherithed with every en-
- | couragement,

e T T T
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" gourdgement, inftead of. being difpirited, - by
~ being- thus * deprived of thofe - comforts to
~4which - thieir toilfome hours fo jultly entitle

.them ? To ' relax their energies of induftry

by any depreflive meafure; is to unnerve the

finews of national profperity and preferva-

‘tion. On whom do we depend for the fupply of
~ that wealth which is to protett us as a nation ; or

ennoble us as a people, but on the unfettered

“labours of manufafturers, artizans, &c.? The
~ wealth and confequence of Great Britain is not

" derived from riches amaffed by individuals, but
 from the a&ive énergies of the poor, exercifed

{effing abundance. of wealth.
knows that Spain is an example. She, with all

in’ cultivation and manufaltures. Although. it

Afeems a paradox;.yet Mr. P1TT €annot ‘be ig-

norant that a nation may be indigent, whilft pol-
Of this he well

her Peruvian and Mexican  pofleffions, isy com-

. paratively fpeaking; ina fate of national beg-

gary, from her lubjeéts not being encouraged to
adopt habits of labour and ingenuity.
Mr. Pirr will perhaps {fupport. this tax by

_urging the necefity of  fuppofing that without

this of providing an adequate fupply for our

. prefent exigencies. . Admitting the neceffity to

the great extent of 23 millions the ration can-

- not.be faved, yct it can be no argument that
- any neceflity canpoffibly exilt to render it wile
" for aman te curdown the tree on -which alone he

muft depend for future fubfifience. He might

. -as welldie by the fword of an enemy as by famine

‘brought upon:};i_mf;lf, - And howeyer he may
: _ptglong L:h(:_.pc,mod of his downfall, it muft in-
.evitably arrive when he has fo wedkly deprived

himfelf

{umption.
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of the only growing means he had of fubfiftence
and protetion. 1n fuch fituations of ftate ne-=

ceffity, every mode fhould be tried of raifing

money, except that of unnerving induftry, de-.
prefling genius, or deftroying the growing fund
of national produce. R

From what has been obferved, the Tax upon

Income is pregnant with all the inconveniencies

of a cumulative and perfonal tax blended to-

gether, For, asa cumulative tax upon poflef-
Con it firflt affefts the pofleflor-fo as to render it
difficult for him to-augment his income in pro«
portion to the tax he pays. 2dly, Its being
Taid, upon palt ‘and - prefent gains, inftead
of any determinate price of labour or con-

under which it 1s laid, implying" no tranfition
of property, nor any change in the balance of
wealth between individuals. Thefe inconve-

" niencies attending  fuch cumulative taxes as

thofe of the land-tax, poll-tax, window-tax, du-
ties upon coaches, and fervants, that upon 1n-

. duftry in- France, and many others, are there-

.

fore encreafed, by its having in addition that
evil of a perfonal tax, which afeéts the perfon,
and not the purfe of thofe cn whom it 1s laid.
The objeftion againil the tythes, of its affelling
the whole, and not the furplus produce -of the
land, bears no comparifon with thofe that may
be juftly urged -againft this “T'ax upon Income:
For it not only is to affe&t the. whole produce,
but the whole rental and profits arifing from the
toil exercifed to obtain that produce. ~Theland-
holder is to pay for . the value of his lands, the

: ' B tenans

PR

And, 3dly, By - the circumftances
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tenant for the profits he derives from their culsi-
vation, the trader who fupplies the manufac-
turer with his raw materials, ‘and the manufac-
turer, who.makes them -into articles of foreign
commerce; or domeftic utility ; the merchani,
who fends' them to diftant nations, the retail
dealer, who fupplies the: confumer, and the me-
chanic, by whole toil they are completed, all
are to be fubjetted to the Tax upon Income. |
Before I proceed to confider further the ten-
dency of this Tax upon Tax, it may be necef-
fary here to ftate the nature of the oath that I
hear is to be taken by every perfon refpetling
his income. This will timely prepare thofe who
are to be objeéts of this taxation, to arrange
fuch a ftatement of their circumftances, as may
enable them to afcertain what income they have
and confequently the fum they have to contri-
lf)oute t:oha plarlllot;t taxgtion which Mr. Ti1ERNEY
emphatically ftated to be putiing a ¢
property of England inrequffftion.g : 6722‘/7’-:()1”-,',“
It is expelted, that the oath will be formed
for ‘the afcertaining income, nearly to- the fdl-’-
lowing purport: - , .
¢ Be it enafted, that on or before the sth of
April, 1799, all perfons thall prepare eftimates
of their property, employment, and confequent-
lfgr(zf t}t‘heg mco.r{nre, which they are to verify be-
e Commiflione 1 7
cath, in fuch a form.rs © Ab‘e a»ppomted},. by an
- “ 1 A.B. do folemnl fear, befd > Al
mighty God, that, to the b);ﬁ of my.kno:x?led;;e
and belief, the whole value of my | property is
contained in the fchedule now delivered, and

-~ from
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¢rom which T neither do-or can derive an income ‘
amounting to more than the {um of
: o So help me God.” -
4. That fchedule of property and income,
is to be written withouvabbreviatiop;._and figned
by the pofleflor. Should they be unable to

-write, their marks are to be affixed. .

3. This fchedule is to be delivered to- the

-Commiffioners, who will, of courfe, be required

to {end the faid fchedules, &c. to the Tax-office,
where they may be regiftered in books kept open

for the in{peélion of perfons properly applying.

4. All perfons attempting to deliver falfe eftim
mates of their property and income, will be fub--
je€t to have their concerns infpefted by a Sur-

“veyor, who is to make his report of the fame to
the Commiffioners, who will be empowered, in

fuch cafes, to fix the quota to be paid, according
as he may  think the ability of the perfon will

juftify.  And, however this may be beyond what

‘the real inceme of the perfon canrauthorile, yet

‘he can have no redrefs, butby a full difclofure

of what proﬁtshederi-ves from land, from trade,
annuity, or profeffion. As this part of the fub-
jett is the moft important, the following parti-
culars are taken from the {peech of the Mi-

-nifter . T 3
& When doubts are entertained that a falfe
ftatement has been given, it fhall be cempctent

for the Commiflioners to call for a fpecitication

of income, It will be neceflary to fimplify and

to ftate with precifion the different propurtions

" of income arifing from land, from trade, annul-

ty, or profeffion, which fhall entitle to deduc-
T B2 . tlon.
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tion. The Commiffioners are then to fay, whe-
ther they are fatisfied with the flatement which
has been given. - The Officer or Surveyor is to
be allowed to examine and report whether there
appears reafon to believe that the aflefiment is
adequate. When the day of examination ar-
rives, the Commiffioners fhall hear whet tiie Sur-

“yeyor and the party have to alledge in fupport
‘of the objeétions and the aflciiment, and ex-

amine other individuals. "The {chedule, which

‘fhall be drawn up in fuch 2 manrer, as accurate-

ly to define every cafe of cxception or deduc-
tion, fhall be prefented by the party with his
claim clearly fpecified. Yo the truth of the
{chedule be thall make oath. The party known
fhall not be compelled to anfwer, his books fhall
not be called for, nor his confidential clerks or
agent examined: . If however, he declines to {ub-
mit to the inveftigation of his books, and the ex-
amination of his clerks, and other mecans of al
certaining the truth, it {hall be competent for
the Commiflioners to fix the aflfeliment, and their
decifion: fhall be final, unlefs he appeals to the
higher Commiffioners, : L v
« [ am well aware, that the powers vefled
in the Commiffioners are confiderable; but, at

the fametime, it muft be obvious, that unlefs fi-

milar powers be vefled fomewhere, the {ubftantial
principie of the meafure would be defeated, anG
its utility frufirated. 1am fure, that I fhould be
happy that every kind of improvement, every
kind of modification, compatible with the great
end in view, fhould be adopted. Whatever falls
mey be dilclofed to the commiffioners, in the
o o - " courle

will be the fubjetl of turther ¢

courfe of their inveftigations, they fhould be

{worn not to reveal, After a ftatement has been
made by the party on oath, it ought never to be

‘brought forward, unlefs in cafes where perjury is

flagrant in order to lay the foundation for a pro-
fecution {or that offence. Confidering then that
the commiffioners are to be {worn to {ecrecy, I
cannot perceive that the objettions commonly
urgedagainfidifclofure canbewellfounded. The
diladvantages of public difclofure will be avoided
and every difpofition cmployed to guard againft
its being turned to the prejudice of the party who
fhall be {ubmitted to it. There is but little dan-
ger that men, {uch as the Commiffioners will be,
will a&t from idle, wanton curiefity, or from

any malicious motives, nor can there be any well -

founded jealoufy that hy a difclofure, under an
oath of {ecrecy, any fuperiority will be given to
arival orio anenemy. '

¢« There is one clafs of perfons in whofe favour
an exception as to dilclofure thould {till be made.
With them every difclofure might be more per-
nicious than in other cafes. 1 allude to the re-
tail traders : thofe whole capital is more limited,

whofe credit is more doubtful, and whofe profits '

lefs confiderable. Perhaps the mitigated rate
with which this clafs was indulged under the
Affefled Taxes, and the power of lwearing ofi on
the fcore of income, may, without inconveniences
be continued in theiv faveur. This however
onfideration when
the details of ihie plan come to be examined.”
© That the public may have as complete an idea

: of
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of the propofed tax upon income, the following
further particulars are flated. :

Mr. Piri’s ftatement of the income of Eng-
land which he propofes to make the fubje& of
Affeflment confifts of the following particulars
viz. . : ,

Land rental, after deduling one-fifth - 20,000,600
Tenants’ rental of land, dedutling

two-thirds of rack rent - - 6,000,000
Tythes dedufling one-fifth - 4,000,000
Mines, Canal Navigation, &c. de--

dufting one-fifth - 3,000,000
Rental of houfes, deduéting one-fifth 5,000,000
Profits -of profeflions - - 2,000,000
Rental of Scotland, taken at one-- a '

" eighth of that of England - 5,000,000
Income of perfons, refident in Great -~

Britain drawn from pofleflions be- «

yond feas .- 5,000,000
Amount of annuities from the public A
. funds, after deduting one-fifth for :

excmptions and modifications 12,000,0C0
Profits on. the capital 80,000,c00l.

employed in foreign commerce 12,000,000
Profits on the capital, 120,00¢,000].

employed in domeflic trade and

the profits of {kill and induftry 28,000,000

« -
£ 102,000,000

As it may be neceffary to make fome obfer-

vations on the inequality and impolicy of taxing

income arifing from indullry in the fame propor-
tion as that arifing from capital, the following
' ' {tatement

[ t5 ]

ftatement is made of the particular fums of the
different Itims compofing the diftin& heads of
capital and income with the fum-total of each.

Having feen a ftatement of this erroneoully
detailed in fome particulars, we ‘have taken the
trouble ourflelves of arranging the following,
with every attentjon to accuracy.

INCOMES FROM CAPITAL.

Land rental, after neceflury deduc-

. tions - - 120,000,000
Houfes rental - = ' 5,000,0C0
Income of Scotland, arifing from.
land and houfe rental, taken at -
one-cighth of that of England 4
amounting to 25,000,000l. 1s 3,125,000
Income from beyond the {eas 55000,000
Annuities from the public funds

12,000,000

B p———. sorasr—

Total of income from capital £45,125,000

INCOMES FROM INDUSTRY.

Tythes - - s 4,000,000
Tenants’ rental - . 6,000,000
Profeflions - - - 2,000,000
Mines, canal navigations, &ce- 3,000,000
Income arifing- in Scotland from the Lo

-above, amounting to 15,000,002l

in England; this taken ‘at one-

eighth is - - 1,875,000
On capital employed in forcign

commerce . - 12,000,000

On
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On :Capital‘ ‘employed in domeftic

‘trade anc the profits of fkill and
‘indu{‘cry e - A zS,oQo,ood

e ———

Total income from i.nduﬁ‘ryj [56,875,00;) ‘

Income from capital 45,125,000
- Ditto from induftry 56,875,000
Total Income of capital and in-1) e i

duftry intended to be aﬁeifed > £7102,000,000

in England and Scotland. ) - A .
By the above ftatement, which exaltly correl-
ponds 1n fubftance althcugh not in form with that

"made by Mr. Ptz in the committce we find that

England isto have g7,c00,000l. of income arifing
from capital and induftry afleffed while Scotland
is to have only §,000,000l. ' :

" Neither Incomes beyond the feas, annuities
from the public funds, capitalsemployed in foreign
and domeftic commerce, the profits from fkill and
induftry in Scotland, are according to Mr. P11T’s
fatement,  to ‘be fubject fo this Affefflment.
Does this exemption arife from a with to fcanda-
life that conntry fo much as to fuppofe they have
neither any incomes beyond the feas, property in
the funds, capitals employed in foreign and do-
meftic commerce, ot any: profit arifing from their

- {kill and induftry as to be. worthy the attention

and trouble of our affeflors? Or is this exemp-

tion meant as a compliment to Mr. Dunpas:

whom he knows is fo much intercfled in the pro-
fperity of Azs country as that he would have con-
fidered it not only a nerfonal infule but a pofi-
tive injury offered .to himfelf had Scotland been
fubjetled-to a highe affefiment ? In either cafe,

: w6
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te eannot but think the dignity of Scotland 15

moft fhamefully infulted. Fond as the Seotch

" have been reprefented by the illiberaly to be of

money,we are certain they have too much national
pride and honour, not to be ready to fhare with
England in the burthens of taxation,as they are
to riflc their lives in her defence.” But whatever
‘may be the idea of the minifter, in thus fubjecting
only 5,000,000l of income to affzflu.ent in- Scot-
land, while 97,000',0001.“0f income is intended
to ke affeffed in England, the fa& is certainly,as
aboveis ftated, according to the eftimare derajled
by Mr. Prrr:  For he only fpecifies, that Scot-
land ‘is  to -pay. aflefflment for one-eighth -of
- 40,000,000, of income,  which, he - calculates,
‘arifes in England from only the following purtia
culars, viz.o S

Land rental =~ = = = %

Tenants rental . - - - 6,000,000

Tythes” - - ' - a7 4,0005000

Produce of mines, &e. = -+ 4,000,000

Rental of houfes . = - - §,600,000
1 2,000,000

b “Total Engli{h ihcome [-4.0,000,00"0'

: ,Théfe form - the 4o,ooo,oool.' of -En‘gﬁfh- in-

come- On which he obferves, ¢ Seotland will™
s¢ be allowed, confidering the rapid imptovement

¢ of that country, to be rated low, at one-eighth
s of England, which gives us 5,000,000L”7

. Stewart {tates, in his Political (E.conomy, that it

is the duty of: a flatelman  to augment-the quan-

tity of meney in proportion as he intends to muls
: S (@ ti};)l)f
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tiply taxes on ‘his people. He ftates alfo, on
this fubje, that the money of a country bears
no determinate: proportion to -circulation ; it s
the money circulating, multiplied by the number
of tranfitions from hand to hand. o
¢« When a proportional tax is propofed,” fays
he, <€ itisin a manner as if the ftate interpofed
at the time of alienation, and exacted of the pur-
chafer a certain value in money, in proportion to
the commodity, as the price of the permiffion to
acquire what his own induftry has not produced.
From this I draw the following confequence ; thac
in proportion to the tax an additional fum of mo-
" ney is drawn into circulation which would other«
wife have remained in the pocket of the pur-
chafer ; confequently on impofing proportional

taxes they cannot at firft exceed that . proportion 1

of money which is found in the pockets of the
confumers, over and above what they ufed to pay
for what they confumed.” - o
Stri@ly conformable to-this duty and policy

~ of augmenting the fpecie, previous to encreafe of
taxation, Mr. PrTT is preparing a new coinage

" of guineas, half-guineas, and feven fhilling
pieces; and every preparation is making at the

Mint for a new filver coinage which is fhortly

to'commence. They will be both ready to 'be

brought into circulation when the tax upon in-

come is fully prepared, to draw it into the trea-

fury caffers, according to the afleffiments upon

‘the varicty of incomes arifing, as ftated above,
from capitals’and induftry. Like a wife fiatefl-

man, that, as the great part of the péoplefori

whom this tax is to be levied, cannot keep their
L o money

:lettors in the following propertions :
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momy}locke‘d up, fo as to enable them'to pay

.this additional afleffment, he has prepared this
.encreafe to the fpecie, that it.may circulate

through them into the hands of the revenue, col-

"PERSONS POSSESSING -

. Lo L s 4
. 60 and under 65 = 1-120 party or O 10 O
65 - . 70..1-95. - 13 8
70 75 170 1 0.0
75 - 8o 1-65 . 1.3 ©
. 8o - 85 1-60. 1 6 -8
) 85 g0 1-55. .1 10 O
90 95 150 116 .0
95 100. 1-45 2 2 3
. 100" - - 105 I-40 210 O
. 105 - 110 . 1-38 2 15 3 -
- 110 o115 1-36. g 1 O
11y 126 1-34. 3 7 8
3120 125 1-32 - 315 O
125 130 1-30 4 3. 4
13 135 1-28 4 12 10 -
135 140 1-26 5 319
140 145 1-24 516 8
145 150 1-22 6 11 .0
150 . 155 1-2Q 7 10 O
. 156 - 160  1-19 8 3 o
- 160 165 118 817 o
165 - 170 1-17 g 14 ©O
170 . 175 1-16- . 10 12 O
175 - - 180 1-15 11 13 ©
- 180 185 1714 12 17 ©
] 1'85‘.' ' ’ 190 1-13 14 .4 ©
S oTge . Ig5 1-12 1516 o
.. 195 200 1-11 17 14 ©
' C 2 ‘ All

~%Ww, -



[ 20 1]

- Al incomes of zool. and upwards 10 per cent,

~ .~ By the above, and the preceding ftatement, we
. find, that the much. greater part of the affefl-
- ments will fall upon  the incomes arifing from in-

duftry. Perfons, whofe incomes are from  two
to four guineas per week, are fuch as will feel
moft- the burthen of this tax. Head clerks,

riders, managers of large manufafiories, perfons
in refpcttable offices, artizans in the molt curi-

ous branches of mechanics, and many others,

who derive fuch incomes from {kill, ingenuity,
or refpeflable connexions, are now obliged to
live in a ftyle of fuch decency of appearance,
as can fcarcely be defrayed by their incomes.
They are, however, obliged to facrifice every
other confideration, to the necefity of not dil-

gracing- the employ, or concern in which they -

are engaged. This tax upon income, in addition .

16 all the former exifting taxes, added to their
houfe-rent, wearing-apparel, &c. will deprive
them and their families of many little comforts,
if not of abfolute neceflaries, -which are the pre-
{ent chjedts of their induftry, S
But the general principle of making a perfon

who has an income of three guineas per week,

-pay at the ratz of 8. per annum, is exceedingly
“partial-and burthenfome, :in.a country “where
there exift already fo.many taxes, to pay the
intereft of an enormous national debt. © Per-
Jons who ﬁge not poffefied of any furplus,. to be
the objelts of au additional burthen, may, have,
like Aifop’s afs, thelr acks broken' by the ad-
dition of = fingle feather. S
A Minifier, 1n his anxicty for raifing fupplies
" ' . in

[: 9.1’-];

4n proportibn to natiohaléxigency, fhould con-

fider the ability of the people, Teft his taxes have .
more the effe@ of rapacity, than proving the.
nieans of public prote€tion.” They fhould never.

attach’ upon thofe who are likely tofind them fo-

perfonally injurious, as to counteract that fatis-
fattion they would otherwife feel in contributing -
to the means of public welfare and prefervation.
Although it is ncceflary that every individual
fhould contribute his portion - towards his fhare-

- of perfonal protetion, derived from the ftate of

which he is a member, it thould be required of
him in a manner that is more - calculated to win
his attachment, than to irritate his feelings, and
much lefs: to deprefls thofe attive - energies
‘which render his induftry - beneficial to his

country, while it obtains a comfortable fubfift-

ence for himfelf: and - family. - The middling
“claffes of the people fhould therefore: be confi-
dered , with regard to taxation, as the fenfitive
plant is to_the approach of the Alighteft touch,
from which it recedes, as if’ threatened with the
greateﬁ violence. . .- - - B NP
In cafes of emergency, let their portion of
‘affeflment be fuch as they can pay, without fet--
-tering their exertions, encreafing their toil, or
‘difcouraging their emulation. Let it ‘pot in=
trench upon thofe comforts. which f{weeten and
ftimulate their indultry. —Glorious as it may be
to every Englilhman to {ee his country prove
sthe faviour of mankind, who would enjoy it
.when he faw it effe€ted by planting a crown ot

. thorns Tound the {weating brow of the labouring

:?r;izan? If, therefore, 1t ‘is neceffary to raife
- 23,0C0,000l.
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23,000,000l by an affeflment.upon income, . let
it be done with more equality, Let not a per:
fon whafe income is only 200l. per year, pay in
the fame proportion as one whofe income amounts
to -as.many thoufands. The following (cale
would: be more equal, lefs irkfome, and not -fo
liable to evafion. =~ - . '

‘. None to be aflefled whéfé_‘ i)r;_é‘dxiic-uiswli_et{‘s than |

1ool. perannum.. .o
- 100and under 1 50 to pay 1-40 part,.or 2 10

o
150 - 200 . I-30 .5 0.0
200 .. 500 - 1-20. 10 0 O
50O . 1000. -1-10. . . 50 0 O
1000- -~ 2000 ' I-9 11 2. O
2000 andupwards ~  1-8 . 250. 0 9.

T am perfuaded if Mr. PrrT could be prevailed

-upon to-adopt fuch a fyftem. of affefiment as the
above,.that he would find much lefs oppofition to
his project of taxing income than he will in what
he propofed to the Committee, - ... =
. Although I confider any tax upon ingome 28
incompatible with that equality which fhould be
the principle of all taxation, yet, as the plan is

-propofed, 1 offer the above as the only means to -
" be devifed, removing thofe objetions to which it
~is certainly liable. But there are many other ob-
jéctions to which the attention of the Committee -
jhould: be direéted, in order that the aflfeflments

#hould be governed according to the nature as

~well as the amount of income.

Perfons poflefled of funded prope'x;ty have ah

“jncome that makes it neceffary for them .to be -
.more. provident for ‘themfelves and their poile-
“rity, than: fuch as are pofiefled of equal fums in

landed

[ 23 )
Janded property. “The value of "the' latter ‘does
not depend in any proportionate degree, :on the
fate of political viciffitude, as that of the formers

Perfons, therefore, whofe income is derived

from Rock capitals fhould - not be affefled - in
the fame degree as thofe whofe income is derived

. from rents of freehold, &c. -

Such as derive incomes from capitals employ- -
ed in' trade, are more deferving of lenity than
either thofe poffeffing funded or landed proper-
ty. They neither enjoy the eafe of the ftock-
holder, or the fecurity of the land-holder. Their
capitals produce no income, but' by inceffant
care and fatigue, and a confiderable danger of
having it greatly diminifhed, if not entirely loft,
by failures, plunder of fervants, and cafualties
for- which they can have no protettion, by in-
furance-or any other means provided for lofles of
fire, fhipwreck, or naval ceptions. This tax

~thould, therefore, attach as lightly as poflible

upon them; fo as to avoid the too great diminu-
tion of what they ought to fave to preferve them-
felves and families from the imminent ruin too
frequently attending fuch loffes as are more or
lefs unavoidable in all concerns of traflic. - _
If it be true what Montefquieu aflerts’; that lix
berty produces exgeflive taxes, we muft be, or at
leafll have been, the fireeft people upon earth : fot
there is no nation, poffefling the ‘léaft “pretence -
to ‘the bleffings of freedom, whofe taxes will.
equal ours, when this meafnre, as-propofed by
Mr. Pt is eftablithed. But 1 fhould not dare
to refle@ on his niext fentence; that * the effett
of exceflive ‘taxes is {lavery,” unlefs lie had im=
T :  mediately
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mediately * foothed . my mind with this heart:

enlivening- affertion. < ‘And - flavery produces

a diminution of tribute.” o _

- Hume  obferves, ¢ In general all . poll taxes
¢ even ‘when not arbitrary, which they .com-
« monly are, may -be elteemed dangerous:. bes

« caufe it is eafy to add a litle more, and a

« little more to- the -fum. demanded; that- thefe
« taxes are apt to become altogether opprefiive

« and intolerable. . On the other hand, a duty -

¢ oncommodities - checks jtfelf; and a prince
¢ will foon find, that an encreafe of the import is
¢« no encreafe of his revenue.” . Sl

<« Hiltorians inform us,” he adds, ¢ that one
« of the-chief caufes of the deftruction of the
« Roman ftate was, the alteration that Conftan+
< ‘tine introduced into the finances, by fubftituts

& jng poll tax in lieu of almoft all the tithes,

« cultoms, and excifes, which - formerly. com-
« pofed the revenue of the empire. The people
« in all the provinces were fo, grinded and op-
s prefled by the publicans, that they were glad
¢ to take refuge under. the conquering arms of
« the Barbarians, whofe dominion, as they had
« fewer neceffities and lefs art, was found-pre:
& ferable to the refined tyra nny of the Romans.”
. His objettions to 2 poll tax .feeln,’ when com-
pared with a tax on commodities, to arife from

refle&ing,: that a man ‘may'av_oid the inconyvenl-

he may go without a wig, but he cannot without

“The fame may be obferved of this tax npon 1n-
come ; forhe may as well go without his head }?S
come ; forhe may . ) » e

kY

ence.of the latter, when he cannot of the former; -

~ himfelf could form
Nor could it be provided for; as no ¢heck ¢ould

tfious, v
~* One great objedtion
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the income by which he is fubfifted. “Heé mufh;.
therefore, .pay whatever is-afleffed upon-it. He
has not the option of?no_t-pa,ying'thej tax as ‘he has
by going without any garment which he confiders

is taxed too- high for ‘his circumftances. No'!

He is tied to the ftake of afleffment to be worried
by furveying curs and tak-gathering terriers..

" This Tax vpon Income feems to have originat-

ed in the mind of Mr. PrrT, from what he may

‘have heard refpe@ing the French tax upon induf:

try during their monarchy. | This tax was {up-
pofed. to be proportional to the profits upon trade,
and other branches of induftry. ~All merchants
and tradefmen;" in cities and in the country, paid
this tax-on the pretence of making every ‘perfon
i the ftate contribute in proportion to the advan-
tages he reaped. Nothing would have been more
juft, could the tax have been proportionally levied, -

~witheut injuring the ftate more than it’ derived
" benefit from this {pecies of révenue- ~But’ the

fa& -was' dire&tly the reverfe. It was found im-

~ poflible to make it bear any propotrtion to thie pro-
* fits- of "induftry; for none but the - perfon taxed
. could guefs at -the extent of his incomie ; and in

many cafes of precarious employment, the perfon
no idea of his annual income.

be put upon the Affeffor, urilefs fo far as general |
rules wheregiven for “each clafs of thie induf-

6 this tax upon income
will be, the'irkfome intrufions of furveyors, who
may be made the inceffant inflruments of minifte-
rial inquifition, Like wafps and hornets they

' muft
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muft be fuffecred to .feed}upon the fweets of our
cupboards and tables, or elfe we may expelt to
feel the venom of their ftings. . ' :

 Stewart, in- his Political (Fconomy, makes
‘the. following obfervations upon taxing  in-
come: - . . : ST S
¢ In impofing cumulative taxes upon income,
it is very proper to confider the nature of every
fpecies of it with refpett to flability. Landed

property is fixed, and cannot efcape. taxation,

were the tax to be carried to the extention. of
the  full income. Were. the fame proportion
to be laid on houfes, they would foon fall to
ruin, becaule the annual proprietor -would not
keep them up. Like circumftances muft be at-
tended to in taxing every other article of re-
venue. . N ; o

_ % The method of afcertaining .the value of
this kind of property is, to oblige -all leafes
to be worded under a fufficient penalty. . This
is the method in France, for the fake of the

“controle, which is ‘enafted upon .the . reading
" them ; and this, no doubt, facilitates the raifing

fuch incomes. B } v

« The value once afcertained, the whole in-
come is at the mercy of the ftate, in proportion
to the impofiibility of avoiding it by any change

of the twentieth penny, which operates upon all

on the nature of the fund. It is from this cir-
cumftance that I call all fuch taxes arbitrary im-

pofitions. . .And I call them alfo cumulative, be-

~ caufe the reafons given by the fRatefman for im-
poling them is, that it is juft every one fhould

o

RN
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pay a general tax for the fupport of the ftate, in
'proportion to his abilities. L

< As thefe taxes cannot be carried beyond
the value of the income, which the proprietor
cannot withdraw from under the burden, we fee
the impoflibility of eftablifhing them upon that
jncome which proceeds from money. If atax

- of fo much per cent. bc impofed upon money

icnt, at intereft, the lender may immediately
call in his capital from his debtor, and fend
it ‘away beyond the redch of the tax. If the
calling it in be prohibited, then all credit is
deftroyed for the future, and no more money
will be lent. If they fhoild incline to profit by
the advantage found in fecuring money upon
landed property, and if, trufting to' the 'defire.
men have of {ettling their capitalsin that way, he

fhould take one or more per cent upon’ capitals

fo fecured, it-will ftill have the effeét of hurting
the ¢redit of fanded men, whohave frequently no
good fecurity but their land to give. = =~

: .

"« Were cumulative taxes properly 1aid upon

perfonal fervice, a regularity in levying them at
fhort intervals, and, accotding to fome propor-
tion'would do a great deal towards communicat-
ing to them all the advantages of thofe of the pro-
portional kind: .

% Thus a tax laid upon thofe who wor-k‘l.'b'y the -

day, may be levied in fuch a manner as to be tole-

rablyealy. - A penny a day, or more if neceflary,

paid’by everyinduftricus individualregularly onge
a week, would foon enable him to raife his price

“in that proportion ; but tien deduétions muft be

allowed for all accidental impediments; and were
fich z plan to be concerteld, many ollier circums-

D2 ftances
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frances would enter into it, which.it .would. be.
fuperfluous here to mentiop, . - -~ .
. The .above is ftated as . the probable fource

from which Mr. Pitt drew hisidea of the tax up-

on income. Had he confined himfelf tothe equi-

tablc 'priti(_:ipl,e above ftated, his plan-would not

Lave been fo liable to cenfure. ~But as he has
extended it to fuch a fyftem of inordinate affeff-
ment as will, prevent the induftrious man from re-
imburfing himfelf, by raifing his price of labour,
without raifing at the fame time the price of pro-
vifions, the tax is to be confidered as the moft.
fevere that has been ever laid upon the induftri-
ous fubjefls of this country. - o

" As. Mr. Prer has made an eftimate of the in -

come of this country arifing from Land rental.

Tenants rental, Tythes, Mines, Canal ‘Naviga.

tion, &c. Rental of houfes, Profeflions, Rental
of Scotland, Income of perfons refident in Great
Britian, drawn from pofleflions beyond the feas,
Annuities from the public funds, Capital -em-
ployed in foreign commerce and domeftic ‘trade,

with the profits arifing from fkill and induftry,

and the whole amount he ftates to be no more
than 102,000,000, with all the late improvements

and encreafe of commerce, I begleave to prefent .

an eftimate which amounts to 122,000,000l. in
England only," without any reference to Scotland
or Wales. And whatis more: worthy of obfer-
vation i$, that this eftimate was made long before
any minifter now living could have to boaft- of
our trade having encreafed or our national prof-
perity augmented by the wifdom of his adminif-

. PRO.
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. PRODUCTS OF ENGLAND, = '

As containing 49,450 fqua‘rc?‘-‘ _milqs,’ fférmi,n‘gl

33:000;000-acresof land -+
- Acresof cultivated land

Ditto of arable i 16,000,000 ¢
Ditto of"_grafs' L RS R | 6',060’,0‘00“4’:'
Number of farms - - 111,498
Rental -~ <« " 16,000,000 -

- Value of thefoil at 335 years pur=-.~ = = ="

chafe: ... 0700 0t [£36,000,000

~-The" above "re'nvtald is e'x'c‘lbl;ﬁvc “of" houfes. -

How much higher they would carry it is'a queftion’

that can only be conjectured ; but confidering the
amazing riches of the city of London, and the
flourifhing; -encreafing- ftate . of * fo ‘many ‘other
cities and: towns, with the prodigious number"

7
et

of fplendid: as‘well as convenient country feats;

that are every -where . fpread: over - the. king-"

dom, the rent of them muft be very confiderable ‘-

and undoudtedly raife the above fum to confi-
derably more than twenty millions. - When the
houfes of London were” calculated at one hun-
dred thoufand, the Rental was fuppofed toa-
mount to two millions; now they are” one: ‘hun-
dred and fifty - thoufand, it ought, by the fame
rule;-to amount to three millions, though T+ be-

lieve that-fum beyond the truth; it is an average

of twenty per houfe; but thof¢ of the whole king-

alowances, five millions, which, afterall ¢ircum-
ftances are confidered, particularly the rentalof
of this-town -being probably under that of the
whole kingdom, muft I think yet remain under

~ the -

- dom muft exceed, by thefe rules, with proper”
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the truth.” Five millions a year, at twenty years
pur\chafe, amounts to ox}chutl:dred mllhqn_s,whlach
nake:the total 636,000,000l
m Suppofe that {%oqk yields a p_roﬁt. to the m}fn-
‘ers of three per cent. their annual income then
amgunts to 19,080,.000.1., ok ~6 L ’1
At gL per cent. it comesto 22,2 ,0’9001' ;
At 4 per cent it is- -2 5,44?{000 -
It certainly muft be a miatter of va : confe
quence to keep the property of the’ kmg‘ om Qg |
the encreafe, which I take to be the fureft ‘mar
of a flonrithing people: Now 1t 18 wﬁblf:,: ‘fvro%x
this table, that agriculture forms one of the grar
pitlars- of the riches of the ftate ; improvements
in its cncreafed property,and confequently income,
and ought, therefore, to receive from polmc'xlzitlt:s
and the great, all poffible encouragement. Vf‘e
sife of the rent of one fhilling per acre, ncreaics

the stental of the lands of Eagland 1,600,000l:3.

yeat.':“-.' ' o L REEE
./, . STOCK IN HUSBANDRY.

Liveftock -~ =  57:365721
-Furniture = . == - 11,200,000
_Sundries - 35,000,000

... Total fock - £ 113,685,721
Suppofing this ftock is taken at 110,000,000l

“and-that it pays an intereft of 10 per cent. the

2profit of agriculture is - 11,000,000 °

LAt 12 percent. itis £ 13,000,000
LAt 15 per cent. e . 163,500,060
At zOpercent, e 2,000,000
‘1‘},( Oo i}\'i Lbll{- ‘ " 2 s l;})g‘.o-

e st 8

e '!
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.+~ PRODUCTS.: - . /=i

| A*fofal of arable crops,excluﬁvc i

H

- of .potatoes, cabbages, &ec.- 48,237,69:

»
-
7

w

Live ftock, implements, &c. 113,685,721

Total oflive and dead ftock,&c.
‘exclufive of woods, parks, :
chafes, &c. - - £161,323,412

The fame political writer calcu- o
lates the farmers’ profits'on the -~

above ftock, &e.. =~ .. £ 18,237,691
. INCOME OF SOIL., - - . =
* The landlords’. rent - 16,000,000 . -
The tenants’ profit 18,237,651
- The clergy - .. §55500,U00
- ‘The induftrious poor, being the :

- amount of labour - - 14,526,037
The non-induftrious. poor; be- -~ . =
ing the amount of .rates - - - 866,666

- Intereft of money - - - . 4 400,000 -

Total of incomes arifing from
foil . -

| T £'59,601,294.

' ,Conﬁde.t;ing that this eftimate was made lprea"

-vious to the general inclofure of the country, the

late improvements in agriculture, the encreafs
of value in all kinds of ftock, and ‘the grcae
competition of farms, the above may now be
fairly calculated to amount to at leait ‘one-third
more, which make the income from the foil . .-
£ 79,468:392

Which
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‘Which is 49,468,3921. above the {um ftated by
“ Mr: Prrr. -What 'his. reafons may be for res
prefenting it fo much lefs than. what it really is,

fhall be hereafter confidered: - But. at prefent

we . fhall only ftate- the general  income - ac-
cording to the calculation of our author, which
he made previous to the American-war. - - -

The foil, from: capi.t’al -and labour,
- including 6,000,000l. for woody

~ timber; miaes, &c. - 665,000,000
Manufa@ures = e . 27,000,000
Commerce L - 10,000,000
Public revenue < - 9,000,000
Sum‘s“at_intcre{t - . = 7 5,0005000
Law, phyfic, &c. - = 5,000,000
Income of England only ~* - £ 122,000,000

The above -may-be fairly confidered asone=
third lefs than the real'income ‘of England.: But,
to render ourftatement as free from -obje&lion as
poffible, -we fhall allow only a: one.fourth in ad-
dition to the 122,000,000l which makes the in-
come of this country, exclufive of Wales and

'Scotland, . 152,500,000, a fum exceeding; by
one-third, what has béen fiated by Mr. P ITT. -
- The further confideration of this {fubjett is re-
ferved for another Pamphlet. ‘We fhall therefore
only at préfent add, ihat .the whole income of
Great Britain, fuppofing ‘Wales:included, will
amount to 172,r25,500l.- which is‘nearly:threes
fourths above Mr. P1TT’s computation.® - < -

FINIS



