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THERE can' be only two ' apologles-,

which can ‘juftify an 1ndxv1dual in

| prefummg to make an addrefs to the pubhc.r

One is, when advantage in fituation gives

him an advantage in acquiring knowledge‘

to enable him 1o form an oplmon and'

the other i is, when the commumcauon off'
that oplmon may be of ufe to the pubhc.

| “The Court of Exchequer in Scot]and at
| the fame time that it is a court of Juﬁxce, ‘
| is alfo the boaxd of treafury for Scotland,

i and therefore bound to underf’cand and at-/_
. rend to the mtereﬁs of the revenue, Whlch? '
are




- _nufaure..

C4)

are always conne&ted with, or rather des
pendent upon the, ftate of trade and ma-
‘When his Majefty honoured &

me with a chair in that Court, attention
to the nature and f’tate of the diftillery-bu-
finefs, and to the laws relative' to both,

far greatér' magnitudg to the revenue, and
to the landed mtere& of Brltam than
people in general were aware of. But

| faw, with concern, that the trader, and

the officer of the revenue in Scotland at
léaf’t;,, ftood on terms of mutual hofti-
, hty; the one complaining ,cootinually» of
opprgiﬁon,' and the other of fraud.—

Quarrels between the revenue and the z
are thofe of man and wife.—

- trader, .

Both lofe by the conteft : For, if govern-

ment opprefles the trader, there will be

‘nue ; and,

be underfold, and the revenue injured.

(5)

tereﬁs, and to make them better fnends for
the futurc, made me ﬂumble upon .the
1dea, that, if the tax on the dlﬁzﬂlery Was |
lald on, and levmd in proportlon to the ca-

N paCIty of the f’tll], mﬁead of bemg colleGed
.~:i; by the quantity and quahty of the llquor, as
foon fhowed me that it was an obje& of [§
poﬁible for the trader to defr aud or for the
| officer to opprefs ; becaufe
fure of the vellel was once. taken it could»N
& not be altered without being 1mmed1ately

is done at prefent, it would be almof’c dm=-

if the mea-

percexved Whereas, the laying the tax on
the liquor in the prefent mode, was ‘the

| fource of continual difpute, and often of

| uncertainty, and put it in the power of the

officer to opprefs the trader, either from de-
fign, or mxﬁakc, or temper, the trader to

cheat in his account of quantity and qua-
: hty, and both of them to collude togethe1 ,,
fitde tra de, and confequently little reve- to the ruin of the trade and the revenue.
on, the other hand, if the

ﬁhuggler ‘fucc‘eeds,‘then the fair trader will |

of their country

B gave the 1dea to the pubhc in %otland

An anx1ety to reconcile thefe hoftile in- bUt did not pre{'ume to do fo in England ;

tereﬁs,

becaufe
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) derftood their own affairs beft ; although I
- did beheve, and tune has conﬁrmed me m
the belief, that, if taxes were impofed 1 upon
many branches of manufa&ure which are
“worked in" veffels, by the capacxty of the
veflel, and not by the quantxty and quahty
of the commodtty, one half of the frauds
agamﬂ: the revenue would be prevented.
By little and little, though by flow degrees,
(as genera]ly happens with regard to hew o-

pinions}), public opinion followed me. The‘

commzﬂioners of excxfe in Scotland conveyed
~ theidea to the treafury, and the committee

- on {muggling, fuggefted it to parhament.
The Scots counties inftructed thelr mem-

bers i in its favom t..cotland aII to a man

has declared for it now j and if | England‘ -
underﬁood pelhaps I fhould rather have,

'~ faid, attended to the fub_]e& all England' 2 o
- | |wide in its relations to other branches of -

bufinefs, fuch as the coal, the corn, - the K
| |malting, the COOPerage, the veflel, and .

to a man, except fix dlﬁlllery houfes in
London, Would declare for it too,

If

becaufe I thought that the Enghfh un-

(7))

If we were told in Britain that fix grear
houfes in Parls or Vlenna were enabled
| by the ‘ftate of the laws to ingrofs the whole

dlﬁx]lery of Franee, or of the Auftrian do- .
| minions, we fhould not believe it. And yet

| fix great houfes in London do at this hour
engrofe. the whole diftillery of England a
trifle excepted, (for it is faid there are only
two diftilieries in - England out of Lon-

don) by which a few private perfons enjoy
| 2 monopoly againft the landed intereft, the
L | people; and the revenue of England ; for,
by combining together, they can fix the
f | price of grain as they pleafe. againft the -
| | landed intereft, the price of their {pirits as
| they pleafe againft the people, and the a-
, mount of the dxﬁxllely tax as they pIeafe
F agamﬁ the revenue,

The ﬁngulamty of this. ﬂate of thlngs in. -

a branch of bufinefs fovaftin. 1tfelf,. and-fo .

utenﬁl
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utenfil, the fattenmg, ﬂaughtermg, falt.,
lng, the calrlaﬁe, the ﬂnppmg trades, and

~almoft cvery branch of rural employment
“deferves to be accounted for.
the followmg is the juft account of the

- caufes of the ﬁngulanty

Bxlls fent to the Houfe of Commons up- .

on fubjeéts of finance generaﬂy originate,

and ought to ouglnate in that part of ad-
miniftration, to which government com- -

mits the care of natlonal treafures ; be-

caufe official men have better opportunities
~ for official knowledge than private perfons.

Public accounts ‘are the general fources of
information ; but though thefe, when a

deficiency appears in the common produce |

of a tax, may fhow that there is a defe&
in the law which regulates it, they cannot
point out the remedy.

be got from private informatlon and opini-
""This in partlcular is the cafe with re-

gard to alterations upon dlﬁlllery laws ; be-
 caufe the objeés of them are chym1cal o~

, - peratxons,

I imagine

The remedy ‘muft

(o)
peratione, and as Iong as the laws thall con-
tinue to collet the dutieson thefe by quantlty |
and quahty, amode of colleGtion which in its

own nature is expofed to uncertamty, mif-
'take, difpute, and fraud, there muft be

more than common difficulty, delicacy, and
danger, in attempting to improve a f)?—

ftem which in itfelf is unlmploveable. In.

thxs fituation, minifters of finance, who

are feldom gleat chemifts, ‘have naturallv

applied for information and counfel to the

- London dlﬁﬂlels ; who paying great taxes -
“to the ﬁate are ertitled to atttention from'

the ftate; who belng very rich, are fuppofed

to be very wile ;. vvho bemg at hand have

always ready accefs to miniffers and feme-—
taries ; who havmg weight in parliament

_ "by their own and the votes of their frlends,

can on that account more eaﬁly carry laws

. through parliament, which themfelves have
'fuggeﬂed on fubje&s which almoft none
but tHemfelves underﬁand 3 and who will

naturaHy p;omlfe to' fupport that mlmﬁer ’
who fupports them. But the ‘London di--
' B - tillers,




Pc llers, like moft other men, contes ’ted their
. private interefts with then puDhc advxces

Confulted in. this ‘manner, they fuggefted
;fuch leoulcmons as they knew could. not
fail to ha ave the effect, thou'rh othe*s did
notknow i it, to give a monopoly of the trade
‘kto them agami’c the nation. This was
brou<vht about by. vauous Ways One was
| ;to fwel lup the legal fize of Pnl]s fo that
~ none but nch men could d1ﬁ11 and to vary
: thf.’l“ legal fizes ﬁom time to time, in order'
;to ﬁll other traders with fear and uncer-

tamty, am difcourage them with experice,

vAt)Othﬁ’I was to make the tax hlgh above

all bounds which frwhtened al but the
rich ; and when many were by this means

. dnven out of the trade, theta*c was brought 1
down again, Some years ago, it amount-

ed to 4 {h. and 11d. a gallon, Whlch the
London diftillers well knew it was impof-
fible for the trade to bear ; but at one

dath, it was in November 1"84 brought |

cmr,,neaﬁ-éa-?&wm to 21h. 1d. A

‘ 'tmrd was to make the fate of the dx[’uﬂers,

( 1)

by the mtricacy of 1<~:gulat10ns, uepend
greatly on the dlfcretxonary power of the

| officers. A fourth contrivance was to o=

bl 1ge the dlfhnei mtendmg to e*moxt tQ

Leep the (hﬁulezy for expmtatlon feparate

from his dlﬁll]ery for home’ confumptlon.

Thls it was foneﬁ:en would require fo Ialge_ |
a capltal as few meh couad fpaxe to put into

the trade. The laft advantaoe ‘and - per-

hap% not ‘the Ieaﬁ: which they had, was,’
 that as long as the tax on fomts was laid

on by quantxty and quality, it was ‘necef--
fary for the fecumy of the revenue that

: they ihould not be allowed to be removed
from place to p]acc, Wlthout a permit, de-

A clanng them to have paid the duty But 1t; .
was eaﬁer for the London diﬂxller, in the |

heart of a great and bufy city, ‘to remove

hlS fplrlts from door to door, or from theﬂ -

dlﬁxller to the reéhﬁer hvmrr pe1 haps at the

dlﬁance of twenty yards, or ﬁ-@m the Work-" |

‘houfe for Home confumptlo % the work-
houfe for exportatxon which pays no duty,

perhaps adjommo to each other, and both

be]Onging

'
e e e e s v o g
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be]onwmg to’ the fame perfon, without
permit, than for people in the country to
carry them from partfh to parifh, w1thout

" permit. — Thefe vauoUs circumftances put
it in the power of a few London diftillers,

of vaft capltals to’ corrupt a few oﬁieers
with greater. cafe than the reft of the nation
could corrupt a great number, or if the

_oﬁicer was 1ncorrupt1b1e, feveral, 1if not all

of the above circumftances, gave advantages
to the London diftiller. -againft all other
drﬁrllers, in the arts o‘f,deeelvmg him.

The other cl’afs of men Whom a mini- |

ﬁer, who can be no revenue oﬁ’ieer him-
felf, would naturally confult upon fuch an
occafion, are the revenue ofﬁcers,, Such an
officer in prote&mg the dlf’nllery lawsis ina
contlnual ftate of warfale, becaufe the exer-
cife of his duty is a continual ftate of watch-
1ng lee moft other men of war, he knows

fo engme to obtain his end but . force. §

Ftnes, and conﬁfeatlons, are continually §

in hlS tmagxnatlon, from the habit ot read-

ing,

4
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1ng laws which infli& them; but he be=

“comes. more pecuharly enamoured of them,

becaufe a large fhare of them goes into his

own pocket. Such a man thinks more of
| [pumfhmg frauds than of preventmg them, |

of laymg traps to catch the offender, than
of a regu]atlon that Would render the of'—-‘;

fence :mpoﬂible. Under the. pretence or |
perhaps from real zeal to. guard the revenue,

he will prefs f01 ]evymg the tax by the

8 quantlty and quahty of the hquor where

the 1ntrxcacy and multlphcatlon of regula—

tions give: great and dlfcretlonary pow-
ers to himf{elf, But he will never fuggeﬁ

the ﬁmple 1dea of a tax by a licence pro-

POI‘thHCd to the capa01ty of the ftill, which
would reduce h:s own 1mp01tance, make
his office in. one branch. of his bufi-
neis dlmoﬁ: ufelefs, d1m1n1ﬂ1 the number of

his brethren, and force the trader to be ho-

neft, even though he W1fhed to be other-

¢

Wlfe. .

'Itk_-has nerer»bee'n the fate of 'Englandﬁto

have had a minifter who, like Monfienr

. - . Neckar,




, traders.
fate of an Enghfh minifter to have had the |

Tous ﬁnanmex, whofe fentlments

' "Whom he was falthful

_frauds agalnﬁ: the revenue -
-multrphcauon of ﬁnes,

( 12)

Néckar, h‘ad been hiltnfelf cngagéd in ‘trade",\
and thereforé had felt the mlfchlefs brought
| ,on it by dlfcrettonary powers in oﬂicerSrover |

It has: perhaps never been the

genius of that {ublime and thereiore gene-
in the

account of hlS condu& to the Pnnce “to

and to the coun-
try to Whlch he was farthful too, were,

~ that the ﬁrl‘c duty of a great mlnlﬁer

n the department of ﬁnances, is to le-

VY taxes by contrivances that are ﬁmple

not intricate in regulatlon, thch execute

‘ lthemfelves, 1nﬂead of dependmo- on the
will of others ; and the fecond, to be more

proud of preventmg than of punlfhmo

and conﬁfca-
tlons, in Wl}lCh the officer has an mtelel’c

| enrlch the ofﬁcer, but 1mpover1{h the ﬁate

becaufe the penaltxes, either levied pubhcly

by the officer, or privately fettled by col- -

,luﬁon Wlth hlm, are new and addltronal
' taxes

That the

( 15 )

“taxes upon the fubjeé’t Whlch £0 into his -
‘pocl\et ‘but not to the Treafury That

difcretionary powers in oﬂicers {poil their
‘own. manners, alxenate the affeé’cxons of
thofe who contnbute to the revenue, a- |
galnﬂ: the mteleﬂs of the ‘revenue, de-
bafe. the mind of the trader, ' who ﬁnds
himfelf dependent in his profeﬂ'on when
all other profeflions are free, and make the
Punce himfelf be confidered by his fubje@s

as no more than the tyrant of a thoufand |
tyrants, o ' ‘

From thofe cn‘cumﬁances, in Whrch, in. -
thxs addrel’s, no complaint has been made
of one minifter, but of all minifters, and
not fo much of them as of' thexr fituation, -
the dll’ullery laws of England fince the‘
reign of Charles IL down to this day, pre-
fent one of many proofs, that though there. -
is more fenfe, there is alfo more. nonfenfe |
in the l’tatute-book of England upon the:
lntereﬂs of . trade and ﬁnance, than in al-
mo& any other laW book in. the ‘world,

SRR | R . There
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T here 18 one, and but one Way, to recover
~the falle ﬁeps which have been made.—
Refurn to ﬁmpllclty, quit intricacy, follow
the.fhort road not the long, the fraight
‘not the crooked ; make one regulatlon, not
~ one hundred; 'le'vy the tax by the capacity
of the flill, not b) the opmlon or capmce
of the ofﬁcer a '

Effe&s always follow caufes The pur-

l fuit of a contrary line of- condu@ has given

a monopoly of the diftillery, as I faid

‘before, to fix great London houfes againit -

all England, and would have glven them
the fame monopoly agamﬁ all Scotland
“had fhe not “been fupported by the
cheapnefs of Wages ‘and feuel, ‘and - by
‘the ’ good fenfe of ‘her people, Which led
them, inftead of fetthng all the d1ﬁ1llery=-
" buﬁnefs in one city, to fpread it all over
the country, Where the dllhller, by fatten-

ing cattle, and laymg the ‘manure plOdU.- :

ced in the dll’nllery upon “his’ farm, com-

bmed the proﬁts of manufa&ure and agri-

T culture

( 17 )

‘culture together, to the beneﬁt of “mmfelf

| and his country

~ But the Il_Q:l‘l:ll and middle parts of Eng-—

| land have, or may have the fame advan-

tages o-vervLon‘d'on; and although the fou-
thern parts of England have not feuel, and

“perhaps labour, fo cheap as the northern

and middle parts of England, yet they ftill

‘have both of them cheaper than London.

The natural feats of the d"iﬁillery‘ in Bri-

~ tain are therefore the country, not the city ;

and when it is cooped up in London, in
place of being permitted to take its natural

- range, it is in an unnaturaland forced ftate. -

When Monfieur Colbert was partly invi-
ting, and partl'y forcing the inhabitants of
France to quit the country, and to eftablith

themfelves in great towns, by which he
ruined the agriculture of France ever fince,
-one of his friends faid to him ° Vous avez,

G
trouves le voxture 1envelse de un coté,

et VOUus allez le renverfer de lautxe —_—
G “You
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/

¢ You found the carriage\qvérturned to the
“one fide, and you are going to overturn
it to the other.’
feat of manufalure is always prejudicial

~An unnatural ftate and

to the community atlarge ; becaufe it raifes
the price of it,.and thereby leffens the ex-

_ tent of the market, and ‘confeq’ue_:nt»]y lef-

fens the revenue, which always rifes when -

price is low, and the market great, and
falls when price is high, and the markét
fmal],. | | | ‘

It does not. follow from the advantages :

Whmh the country has GV€I' London for

- the diflillery-bufinefs, that therefore the |
London- diftiller is to lofe his bufinefs.
On the LO“llldly, the London diftillers have

{everal advantages on their fide which fe-
cure the continuance of their buﬁnefs to
theim. Suéh'as immenfe frocks,
~ credits. which their fuperiority in fortune

the" ]ong '

enables them to give, long pofleflion of the

trade, charadler in it, fuperlor knowledge in
- the arts of it, an 1mmenfe mzﬂ'ke* in Lon-—
o don

.
|
|
|
|

¢ 19 )
don itfelf, and téady accefs to all f'orexgnv

Thus
both parties, the c1ty and the country, will

markets, by means of the Thames.

be only rivals to each other in mduﬂry
“and ingenuity. Each to fecure a market
will fell low, and make his fpirits good ;
aﬁd ‘the certain confequence muft be, a
proportlonal increafe of coniumptxon at
home, and of exportation abroad, to the
advantage of the landed man, the revenue,
4 The London
dxf‘uller will indeed be obliged to fmsfy
hlmfelf with a proﬁt perhaps of 15 per
cent. like the reﬂ of the fubje&s, ‘inftead

perhaps of 50.

and the hipping of Britain.

‘No other harm can follow
from levymg the tax by the capamty of the
All, which leaves no dlfcretlonary power
to the oﬂicer, mﬁead of the prefent mode
of coIIeé’tlon, Wlnch does. |

Sub_]e&s of this fort are perhaps as well
underftood in Scotland as in any coun-
try in Eulope becaufe there are many in-

| genious men in it, whofe minds are inqui-

{itive
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ﬁtive'and n&ive their imaginations not difs
tracted by the pleafures of Paris, nor their
_ paflions engaged in the purfuits of the par-
ty-politics of London, fallely called am-

bition. Truth follows inquiry, and pre-

 vails: It came lately to be not the gesy
neral, but the unanimous opinion of Scot-

- land, that.}there was a radical error in the
. whole fyftem of the di{l_illery. laws 3 and
that the only way to eure it, was to levy

the tax.all- over Britain by the capamty of

the ftill. At a general meeting of the landed
intereft of Scotland compofed of delegates

from the countles, and of a large affembly

of men of property, fome weeks ago, the

following refolutions pafled ‘unan-im'onﬂy, .

¢ Imzer Parlzamem‘ bozyé, Edméurgig

¢ jfcm 11. 17864t agenecral meet-

¢ ang of the Landed Intereft of Scot-
¢ land, George Buchan- Hepburn: of
¢ Smeatcm, Ef7; chofen Pr fﬁf

“The minutes of the former general

“ meeting, the report of the committee,.
(3

and §

(2t )

¢and the grounds and reafons upon which
¢ that report was founded, being all read,
¢ and deliberately confidered by the meet-

¢ ing, they unanlmouﬂy approve of the re-
port, and appomt the thanks of the land-
ed 1ntere{’c to_‘be gwen to the gentleman

¢ who prepared the grounds and reafons

¢ that have been now read to the meetmrr. :

¢ Refolved; That an appllcatxon fhall be
made to- Parhament for a ‘new law for
¢ impofing a duty, by way of annual lx-—
¢ cenfe, upon each gallon of the ﬁlll, accor-
¢ ding to its contents, for the whole of the
“ united kingdom ; (excepting that part of
¢ Scotland which is comprehended under -
the late dllhllery adt, 25th Geo. II, cap.
“ 32d), wpon the footing of the other pro-

‘ ¢ pofitions. flated in faid report ; and the

¢ ,reprefentatives.for Scotland in both houfes
¢ of parliament ar,e reqneﬁed to give their
‘ countenance and fnpport to any bill that
‘ may be brought into parliament for in-

| “troducing a law upon thefe terms : And.

¢ as
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¢ as the tendency of this law is to mcreafe

| ¢ the agnculture and the populatlon of |

¢ Gleat Brltam ‘and to increafe the con-

¢ fumpuon of Britifh gram by anmhllaung.

¢ the fmugglmg of forelgn {pirits, that tbc’

¢ landed mterdi of England /kall be in-

¢ wited 10 Jom the landed mtelef’c of bcot-»
“land in promoting this law.’ '

Some of the 0tbér.propoﬁt5mu of the

committe¢ of the landed intereft, in their

report to the general meeting, which were
thus referred to, and apptroved by the gc-
| neral mcetmg, were as follows.

Artlcle 2d. ¢ That the revenue; in place
“of being levied in the prefent mode,
¢ fhould be changed to an annual llcence,
“to be’ paid by the dlﬁlller upon each gala
¢ Ion of his ﬁnglmg and doubhng ﬁllls, ac-
- cordmg to thelr contents |
| Article‘ 3de ¢ That‘thé duty to be fo
pald thould be 30 ﬂullmgs ‘upon each

. gaHon,

(23 )

gallon, both of the ﬁnglmg and of the
¢ doubling {’cxlls S |

In amcle 4th it is fald that among o=

ther advantages, the following will refult
from the mode propofed, ¢ Agriculture and

“ dittillery will be united to their mutual
¢ advantage, Whereby the wafte lands will

“ be cultivated, and the population of Great
¢ Britain zncrecym' in an. aﬁomfhmg de-
gree ’ '

§ “ The trade of diftilling will be thrown
“ open, and every part of the united, king=

R ¢ dom will be put upon a fazr and an equal
‘ footing in the gommon market of Great -

¢ Brzmm ,

| Artlcle 7th ¢ That a provmc1al latv -
_“fuch as was propofed Iaf’t year, for levy— |

“ing the revenue upon the dlﬁlllery of

,’ "t Scotland dxfferent from the mode of le-

‘ vying the revenue upon the dxﬁxllcry of

B England, would be praduﬁwe of great

¢ imequality
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¢ snequality betwixt the manufalturers in
S the fame nation, and, in all probability,
* would create wvery dangerous confequences
/‘totbeﬁate | R

Artlcle 5th ¢ That the fmalleft hcenfed
¢ ftill fhould be reduced from 4oo to 30°gal-

“ lons, under this limitation, that no ]1cenfe 1
¢ 'ﬂioulzd‘be.-gré'nted to any perfon for a ftill | 1_

¢ of 100 gallons or under, unlefs the perfon
"‘deﬁring"to have the licenfe fhould poflefs
¢ a farm for which he pays L. 30 Sterling:
¢ of yearly rent ; or, if the grounds {hall’
¢ be his own property, that they thall be
¢ truly and bona fide worth L. 30 Sterling

¢ yearly, to be afcertained by trial before | ‘

¢ the fheriff, or otherwife, as th¢ fodom

¢ of parliament fhall di:e&; ; and th_;t;‘ the

¢ perfon receiving fuch licenfe fhall ceafe
o poflefs lands to the value aforefaid, the

< Ticenfe fhall igfs faéto become void, unlefs |
¢ fuch hcenfe {hall be transferred to the .

¢ fucceedmg poﬁ'eﬂ'or of the lands,’

| ufedarall:

As

(25 )

As the principles on which this laft refp.
lution are ‘founded may not occur at firft
ﬁght to the landed intereft of Eng]and, it
When diftilleries

are placed in great towns, the mantire made

is right to explam them.

at them is fometimes thrown away and not
It is often not even made, from
‘want ofﬁraw and ‘at beft it improves only
a {mall fpace of land round the town. But
when they dre fpread through the countr Vs
all the manure that can be. made is made ; 3

Citds all ufed, and it improves. every farm

on which the dlﬁlllely ftands. Add to this,
that the farmers grain or firaw when car-

| ried to a diftillery in a town at a diftance,

is loaded with the expence of carriage ; but
when confumed in a d1fhllcry at home, or
in its nexghbourhood it is.not. ‘It was per-
fonally known' to fome of the committee
of the general meeting of the landed inte-

’ reﬂ of Scotland, that a flill of no more than.
- 400 gallons will in a year ploduce dung

fufficient to manure 40 Engh{h acres of
D o Wheat
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‘wheat, or 5o of batf]ey._ There were well
‘vouched data before others, to {fhow that,
thoughi6o. acres. of arable land i in Eaft Lo~

thian will. not yield the farmer an annual

' .proﬁt of above L.6o, yet that a dlﬂlllery

added to.it, to feed 8o oxen, on a proﬁt of

L. 8 each,. and 200 {wine: on a proﬁt of B
20 fhlllmgs each, would. yxeld him a gam
Vof above L. 8oo, mdependent of his profits
as a_ diftiller, The proportions vary be-
tween a great and a fmall fill, only as.
greater an.d lefler differ from each other;
“or rather the proportion of- ~advantage  lies.
on the fide of the fmall ftill ; becaufe, ina
fmall {ull, every thing is faved Whe1eas mn
agr eat one, there is much wafte.  In the
middle parts of Ameri ica, a]mo{’c every:far--
‘mer has a {mall ftill by his kltchen fire, as
‘regular y as he has acator a dog. _ Many‘
hundred ftills go every year from. G]afg,oWg
to Virginia and Maryland. In thofe coun=-
tries, the farmer takes tohimfelf the profit of N |
- dx{hlhng |
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dlf’nlhng the produce of his own farm, in-
ftead of giving away that profit to a diftiller

at a diftance, as is done in England. The
London dlﬁlllers fweep the dung of their

diftilleries into the common thores, or into -
the Thames

But the Ameucans and
the Scots convert it into gold; and the
countles of England m:ght do fo to, The

-fifth refolution of the committee, which

‘was approved by the general meeting, had -
therefore two views: One was, to combine

the interefts of the- diftillery with thofe of

agriculture : And the other was, toincreafe
‘the revenue; becaufe, in this world, a
| great number of fmalls come to more than -
| afmall number of greats, In place of fix
~ vaft diftilleries in London, they might be - |

Very numerous in the counties of Britain,
if the mode of colle@ion was altered. The

| landlord would. foon feel the difference i in
- the rife of his: rentvroll '

The refolurions above recited were com-
: "munlcated by the comrmttee named by the

general




. upon him on the fub_]e& of it.
, morlal was not communicated to the com-~

- mittee of the landed intereft of Scotland

by the meeting of Scots members; but a

| copy of it was laid on the table of the com-
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'general meeti'ng; to the reprefentatives for
Scotland in both houfes of Parliament. But
~inftead of fol llowing them forth, a meeting
of members of thehoufe of Commons for
| Scotland whofe names I know not, drew |
‘up a memonal to Mr Pitt, afking no more
than a temporary- relief for Scotland, and

defired to know when' they might wait

nwree, which was {aid to I iave been handed

‘there from ‘the. commitiee of a general

m&etmg of the farmers of Scotland, who

‘have a, ﬁock-purfe raifed by contribution

of the different parithes of Scotland,” and

employ an agent at London who had fent
But the authenticity of

the copy to them,

it was doubted - by the committee, for which

I know no reafon, except that the contents ‘.
~ of it were probably deemed incredible ;
~and therefore 1 was obhged to apply to

{fome

That me=

e o
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fome members of the commlttee of far-
mers, and from them got a copy of the

| memorial, which they averred to be a true

one. That copy contams thc followmg
paﬂ'age. |

¢ That thls is a fub_]e& Wthh requu‘es
¢ the moPc ferlous deliberation of Parha-,

‘ ment, to make Juch Icg/z’mg arrangements
‘as may be favourable for the fubje&s of

‘ all pargs o tbe, kmgdom, and beneﬁc1a1 to
the revenue.

¢ But n t/oe mean. tzme and until ﬁ;cb
* permanent armngement: can be- made, the.
! legxﬂature will certamly fee good ground .
“for granting them fuc/o zmmedzate tempo-
“rary relzef as will not only remove their
prefent dlﬁsrefs, but prevent the lofs of
‘ that part of the revenue arifing from the
exmfe on fpmts, which muft be total]y
anmhxlated, if the confumptxon of the
country is fupphed with forexgn fmuggled
fpmts, and the liome grown gram fuffer~
‘ed to penfh ’ ,
The
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'The ‘fiate of the buﬁnefs ftands thelefore
now at a treaty ‘with a mlmﬁer, inftead of
an apphcatmn to Paxhament ; and in “that
treaty an experiment, not a cure, a partlal
compromlfe, not a general regulanon, or,
as the memorial of ‘the meeting of Scots
members very properly exprefles it, @ tem-
porary relzgf, inftead of a permcment ar-

mngement are a{ked

Caf this"ztreat'}:r: fhall end éither in a tempo-
‘rary relief ‘got for Scotland, orin a perma-
nent one, giving the tax by the ftill to
Scotland alone but not to Britain ; Eng-
land W111 Jofe the benefit of that mode of
taxation ; and in both cafes, both England
and’ Scotland will fuffer. It is 1mpoﬁible,
in the nature of thlngs to colle& taxes in
‘the famé kmgdom by different modes of
colle@ion, Wlthout the one fide getting

~ the advamage of the other.  Either

" the London ‘diftillers will: underfell the

Scots, by the advantage Whmh a dxfcreu«
R onaxy

| lone, but Britain ; and
| relolutions of the general meeting
?
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onary.;power ~in- the - officer, - and: confe~.

quently the .opportunity of bribing. him,
gives to the London dlﬁxller ; or the Scot .
diftiller will undelfell the Enghfh one, by K
the fecurity whick a’tax by the fill confersi
on the Scots ones - ‘One fide will: certainly
ery murder, perhaps both : ]ealqufy ang

quarrel between the two natxons wxll be
the confequence.

And therefore I WhO When appomted
‘a member of the committee of the general~:
fmeetmg of the landed intereft of Scotland ‘
to carry their refolutions into eﬁ“e& ‘wa |
intrufted with an- important and honourab] :
blanch of duty—¢9' ferve not’ Scot]and a:

, In’ terms of the

to invit
‘the landed. intereft of hngland to join: thz :

Ianded 1intereft of . Scotland m thls com-;i
mon caufe-—-—thmk and feel 't,.‘rny duty. to

let the landed 1ntereﬂ: .of .4 ;f pland. know

......

‘Why I humbly am of opxmon, Taar

TH F




FHE LANDED INTEREST oF" ENGLANﬁ

’o‘HOULD OPPOSE THE TEMPORARY RE-

| LIEF FOR SCOTLAND, AND SUPPORT

m PARLIAMENT THE. PERMANENT AR-

RANGEMENT OF A 'I‘AX BY THE STILL

FOR BRITAIN. o

The advantages of a tax by the ﬁlll to
the diftiller, the . landed intereft, and the

revenue, are as follows SRR

ADVANTAGES 7o Tat DISTILLER.

Advantage 1ft. The diftiller would be re-
Tieved: from the dlfcretlonary power of the
There are affuredly not two more |

"‘"hmourable béﬁl‘“ds in Europe than thofe of
o excxff:f

ofﬁc er
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exmfe in England and Scotland and yet
they have fometimes ezecuted the fame law
in different ways in the fame lxmgdom.--The« .
aét of the fourth of Queen Anne was the

*firft ftatute which gave an opp'ortu'n\ity, for

| the officerto make the trader account by a

prefumpuve charge ; that is to fay, upon a

" 'calculatlon and fuppofition that a certain

~than had formelly been done.

quantlty of gram will ploduce a certain
" quantity of {pirits ; but it gave a dx_fc1et1~. -

onary power to the officer to check that
mode of accountmg by the real produce.‘
In confequence of this dlfcretxonary power
the check was not made ufe of {until the
laft diftillery a& in the year 1784), againft
the London d1ﬁlllers afking permits of fale, -
but was made ufe of againft kthe Scots ones
aﬂ{iyn'g them. With the progrefs of arts,
and ingenuity in the diftillery bufinefs, a
greater Quantity, of {pirits came in time to
be drawn from the fame quantity of grain
The Lon-‘

don dlfhller was permltted to get the bene-
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fit of the increafe in vacéounti‘ng for the du=
~ties, but the Scots diftiller was -notll; {o
that in effe& the firft was rewarded for his
ingenuity with abounty, and the laft punith-
- ed with atax,—Again, the way of executing

the diftillery laws is thus defcribed by the -

prefes of the Scots committee, in his prin-
ted circular letter to the Scots reprefen-
tatives in the houfe of Lords and Comi-
mons :

¢ night and day by excife officers of different
¢ denominations, and he'is ﬁequently fur-

¢ veyed feventeen times in the tvventy-foux

¢ hours, by a fucceflion of officers ; 3 which’

. ¢fo harafles him and his fervants ‘that, in-
¢ dcpendent of accumulatmg expence upon
¢ him, he cannot go on with his manufac-
¢ ture” ‘This is no match: ‘The officers
relieve - each other, and can fleep ; the di-
- frillers fewants cannot, unléfs he puts hlm-
felf to the charge of additional ones to fit
up all night, whilft they go to reft. It is
believed that' no fuch feverities are ufed in
executing the dxﬁxllery laws in  London.—

A gain, l |

| ufed there.
the treafury (I relate it to their honour)
.were o fenﬁble of the hardihip, that

: ¢ The diftiller has his houfe poflefled ,they generouﬂy refufed to take their

| in parhament
| above, contains thefe words :
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Again, large ~quantities of {pirits fent to
London under authority of the Excife in
Scotland, and their firengths. aféertained ,,

with one of the hydrometers recommended
and ufed by the Board of Excife in Scot~

land, have been feized in London, becaufe

they did not agree with the hydrometers
The prefent {fecretaries of

common fees of office, when the orders
for refhtutlon paffed through their hands,

" The letter from the prefes of the Scots
‘commlttee to the Scots reprefentatives

which I have mentioned

¢ The di-

‘ ﬁlller is the only dealer in fp1r1ts, either
“ domeftic or foreign, who is obliged by

] ¢ ftatute to _rédlice his fpirits‘by water to a

particular fixed ﬁrength which is tried by
¢ the hydmmeter and the fmalle{’c varlatlon '

| ‘betw1x€: the inftruments conﬂzu&ed in

“ Scotland and the mﬁrumﬁtnts conﬁrué’ced

‘in
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“in hng‘land hqve, in fq&“t been the caule

¢ of large quantities of Scots fpmts being

K felzed in the Thames, upon a variation of
¢ fomethmg under -two per cent. and fpirits
¢ to the value of many thoufand pounds
¢ were detained for months, whereby the
x trader fuﬁered a very confiderable lofs.
Iﬂ, In bemg dxfa_ppomted of his'market. .

¢ 2dly, In the out-lay of a Srery great part
3a’ly, Being taken off his

¢ of his ftock.
¢ buﬁnefs, obhged to go to London, and
remammg a confiderable tlme there, foli-
¢ citing the return of his fp1r1ts, and which
© was at laft obtained, only upon the condz-s
‘_ tion .of his fatisfym(r the feizure maker.’

I give thefe examples, not with a view to
complain of the Scots board, who, in
checking’ the account of the prefumptive

by the real produce, only exercifed the - |

d1fcret10nary powers given to them by

the a& of the fourth of Queen Anne, pro-.

~bably had orders from’ ‘the treafury for
tht they did, and were not obliged to

inquire }
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inquire whether thefe orders were (as was
faid) or were not procured by the fuggef-
tion of the London diftillers, to fecure to
“them{elves, by the advantage which that
~way of accounting gave them, the mono~
poly of -the trade againft Scotland.—I do

| not complain of the exceffive watch over

the Scots dlﬁlllels, when the London ones
are expofed to no fuch feverity: On the

contrary, I'kﬁow that, as long as the tax is
levied by the quanuty and quality of the
hquor, watching is not only neceflary, but
abfolutely neceflary ; for as the ‘operations

- of diftilling, unlike to thofe of malting,

which require ten or twelve days at leaft

| to be compleated, are compleated in a fhort. .

fpace of time; and, as they depend on
chemiftry, this ﬂl(‘nt;fpace.of time can be
abridged, and the work accelerated by the

.Ap()wer[of fire ; fo, I fay, 1 know that rthe'y
~ require the continual vxgllance of the officer.

~—I do not complam of the abufe of "the

hydrometer, which, in the above cafes, I
1mpute to mlf’cake, and not to deﬁgn ; be-

caufe
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caufe the inftrument itfelf is an inftrument
of miftake.

But, what every man of common feeling
muft agree with me in is, that fatal muft
be thofe laws which can'pu-t it in the power
of any man or fet of men, to create an in-
cquahty in taxation between the dxﬁ'@rent
fubje@ts of the fame king ; fhort ﬁghted
thofe financiers, and unpolitic thofe politi-

cians, who can fuppofe that honefty is for |

ever the quality of one part of the ‘united
kmgdom, and difhonefty of the other; that
virtue is for ever attached to the capltal in
all nations the natural feat of vice, and "de-‘ '
' tachied from her natural feats in the coun-
try, the common habitations of innocence.
~—-Unprovident muft be thofe Jaws which, by
laying the tax on quantity and quality, re-
quire ten or twelve officers to collect at one
diftillery, if they colle@ it fairly, what
a tax by the {till ‘'would require only one
officer to colle@ in twenty diftilleries.—That
legiflators muft be fill more fhort-fight-
DR RS - ed,

- (3
ed, xmpohtlc, and unprovxdent who attempt
to afcertain the quantum of the tax to be le-
vied by an inftrument, the flandard of which
depends merely on opinion, is fufficiently e-
nough deﬁned 1n no ac of parliament to fet
the trader on his guard,and which philofophy

itfelf cannot afcertain - ; for the hydrometer

varies with the accuracy of Lhe artift who
makes it, with the dexterity and lon 1g pradice
of the officer (often a very young aukward

and unexperienced one) who ufes it, with

: the climate of different latitudes; and with
the weather in the fame day in the fame la-

| Even the degree of the warmth of .
the hand in holding the wveflel which con-.

| tains the fpirit, will make a difference in

titude.

the effect of the. hydrometer One of the

| firft Judges in Europe of the powers of na-
| ture and of art in chemical operations, I

mean Dr Black profeflor of chemlﬁry in

‘ -debuzgh ‘gave in ev1dence in the Court

of I:.xchequer there, in a trial, the iflue of
which depended on the truth of the hydro-
meter, that if it Was corroded it would be

~ lighter
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lxghter and makc the fpmts appear: Weaker
that, if hurt even by a dimple, it would fink

| and make the fpirits appear ftronger ; -that

its accuracy, unaccompanied with a ther-
mometer, could not be trufted ; and that it
was poflible to put ingredients into the li~
quor to ftop its operations altogether A

~ judge Who reveres an act of parliament, but

the laws of juftice more, and who confiders

o the obje& of the crown in blmgmg trials

to beJuﬁlce and not vi&ory, inftructed the
jury to acquxt the fubjeé’c, and he was o=

beyed

The golden rulewhich Lord Bacoriflays

down‘for\thé exercife of the powers of a

judge, will, in a degree of no fmall extent
to the profperity of a flate, apply to the
powers entrufted * with revenue officers,

¢ optima eﬁ lex quae minimum relmqmt

¢ judici, opthnus judex qui minimum fibi." |
¢ That 1s Lhe beﬁ law- Whlch leaves the leaft

‘10 aJudge, and he is the beft judge who
\ ¢ leaves

N
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“leaves the leaft to himfelf.” It is the obfer-
vation of a much wifer man, {if a wifer can

be), I mean Tacitus, and which was much
in the mouth of the late Earl of Chatham,

When the amendments upon the Habeas

Corpus a& were in agitation ; m%fa/érm- :

tus ubt lex mcem‘cz.

| The words of Judge Blackifton, who fure-

ly was no enemy to the revenue or to good

government, in his Commentaries on the

laws of England, vol. 1. p. 318. are, ¢ That
“ the rigour and arbxtrary proceedings of

“ excife lavvs feem hardly compatlble with

‘the temper of a free nation.” I cannot
- go fo far ; compulfion and freedom are very

compatible when compulfion is necefary,
but very incompatible indeed when it is
not neceflary.. There are two ways of le-

vying the diftillery duty ; the one is cafy,
‘and of which nobody will complain ; the

other (to make ufe of Judge Blackifton’s
~words) rigid and arbltrary Strange that
2 nation, Wwife and high fplrxted like the

F - Eng hﬂ:a
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Englith, thould hefitate a moment which
to prefer, when both are in their choice!

Advantage 2d. 'The quality of corn-
fpirits would be improved, |
Of all the chemical arts, none are more
fufceptible of improvement than thofe of
fermentation and diftillation. The laft of
‘thefe arts was not even known to the an-
~cients, and they are ftill but in their infan-
cy. At prefent a diftiller pays duLy by the
wafh, to wit, 5 d. on the gallon. In order
to leffen that duty, he makes the wath as
faft, and confequently as ﬁrong as he can,
the certain confequence of which is, that he
18 m_]ured both in quanuty and quality, If
he was left at liberty to make the wafh
as weak as he pleafed, which would be the
'»cbnfequénce of a tax by the fill, he would
’géi'n_two: gallons more of {pirits ona quarter

of grain. The qualitywouldbeamended ina |
ill greater proportion ; for fplrlts are fofter ,

or har{her to the taﬁe, juft in p10p01t10n as

the §

the 'C’bnt'rivancés of art,

’(‘43)

the wath is ftrong or weak, In thefe
loffes, the nation lofes, juft in the fame

~proportion that he does, by wafte, and lofs

of character to a great national commodity.

5 When the diftiller. draws 14 gallons of

wafh inftead of 16, froma quarter of grain‘, ,
the nation lofes precifely one-eighth part
of what ought to be the produce, of the
Britith dlﬁlllery,‘ and one-eighth part of

the grain that is confumed in it. Again,

| his time and ingenuity are ernployed in

contrivances, to avoid paying the full duties;

| and not to excel his neighbour in his

bufinefs. But let him work as he pleafes,
faft or flow, ftrong or weak, and, like o-
ther men whofe minds and whofe fortunes:
are at eafe, he will. improve and excel,

| Let the law prote&, not hurt the Britifh

artizans, and they will beat all Europe in
In Spain, Portu-
gal, and the other fouthern countries of
Europe, there is fcalcely a man knowing in

- mechanics or chemiftry to be found, The
northern kingdoms are almoft as ignorant.

The
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The pofleflion of the ufeful arts is con-
fined to Holland, Germany, France, and

the Britifh dominions. The Dutch know
the arts of diftillation well, and gain by

them ; but’ they have nelther gram nor

feuel at home.
ny is, 'Wxth fome exceptions, more in prac-

- The mgenmty of Germa-

tice than in theory ; and in France, with

fome exceptions, more in theory than in
practice. Ingenuity in the laft of thefe
countries is employed more in  writing
books than in any t‘hing‘ ‘¢lfe, the rules of
which whofoever follows Would be ruined,
and is, for the moft pa1t confined to the

" walls of academ1es But there 18§ more

practical zngenuziy in Britain alone than in [

all the reft of the univerfe put together

Such a man as Mr Wedgewood ufurps in §:

a manner the province of ‘a higher order
of bein%s; he may be faid in manufacture
to be a Creator |
progreis of ingenuity can be retarded by

the laws only. The Dutch draw fpirits not

only of a better quahty, but in a greater §
quantxty,' =

In fuch a country, the |

~ters of the Britith excife. -

- pleafe.

five taxes.
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‘quantity,to the extent of four or five gallons,”

from aquarter of our own gram than wedo;

(“ Vide the Reafons annexed to the Report: -

“ of the Scots bommutee ) Why 2 be-
caufe, as that Report well ebferves, the
Datch diftiller is under no. locks and feals
of the officer, nor the mﬁmty of other fet-
'The diftillers
can work when they pleafe, and how they

The hydrometer is unknown in

that country |
‘Advantage‘gd The fmugghng of fo-‘

reign {pirits will be prevented. S

T here is one, and but one way to pre-= *
vent the fmuggling of forelgn {pirits, which
is to make our own {pirits cheaper than |
forelgn ones. At prefent, the diftiller pays
" One to the King ; a fecond to
his fervants, to brlbe them not to mform
the officer ; a third to the ofﬁcer not to in-
form his fupenors ; a fourth in the lofs of
time to hxmfelf his fervants, and Work in

per—




( 46 )

petrforming fome parts of his work, not
when he pleafes, but. when the oﬁicer plea-

fes; and a fifth, in the expence, lofs of

time, and vexation which falls upon him

when difputes happen between him and
the excxfe, whichare confiderable, even when

he is fuccefsful, but are often attended with
his ruin, if judgment goes againft him,
“The extent of fines and forfeitures; with

" the expences accompanying them, are, I -
am afraid, far more confiderable than the

nation has any idea of. A great fhare of
them goes to the officer ; ‘in Scotland a

fmall fhare to the King, but of which he

gets nothing ; and all of them are real taxes

on fome body or ‘other. Now, if the a-

mount of the laft four of thefe five taxes
were thrown into one bag, I'imagine they

would- far outweigh the fifth in another

 bag. "But colleét the tax by the fill,; and

the mahufa&ure lel pay only one tax
mﬁead ofﬁve RS

~One
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" One of the moft laudable purfuits of the
Scots Committee, was to endeavour to find
out:the exact point of taxation, at which
the King might’ be fecured of a large re~
venue, and’ ‘yet the manufatturer be ena=-

| bled to underfell the fmuggler of foreign

| out as follows:

fpirits, The refult of the. inquiry came

“Foreign Gin is felling at

f prefent in thé northern patts of Scotland

at the unconceivably low price of 2's, 6d.

per gallon, {(a price not much. greater than

the duties-on our own fpirits), and Brandies
not much higher, ‘which is. near fifty per
cent. cheaper than Britifh {pirits can be
fold for; and the fea coaﬂs,. and even the
interior parts of .the country, are inunda- "
ted -with them. - The reafon 1is obvious,
- A fmuyggler, in calculating. his profit and
lofs, takes into the account the rifk of fei-
zure by fea, and the rifk of feizure by
land, to avoid the danger of which, he
pays -largely to ﬂnpmaﬁers, helpers of all
But the late a& of
parliament which ordered fmuggled fpirits

' - Lo

kinds, and carriers.




o -for remedies.
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to be ftaved, faved the fmuggler all this
~ trouble and expence, becaufe the officer
was not animated to feize when he was to

get nothing, or almoft nothmg, by it. In

fhort, the dlfcouragement of the officer to |

do his duty, when he was to get no fhare
of the feizure, was an encouragement to

the fmuggler. [t was a bounty to France

and Holland againft Bntam I know very

well that there were evils in giving the of-
ficer a fhare of the feizure, which called
But thefe femedies might
have been found out, Wlthout wafting and
deftroying a valuable commodlty, to the

- aftonifhment of the common dnderﬁand?,

ings of by-ftanders, and ‘creating a tor-

por. and lethargy in officers, inftead of |

~a@ivity and vigilance. But, as that regu-

latlon will probably be repealed, we inquired
into the common price of fmuggled {pirits
befo_le that a& was made, and found that

the price of gin had been about 5's. and of

Brandy about 6s. 6d. per, gallon, Now,
in’ order to brmg the price of Britifh

fpmts
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fpifits lower than that price, we calculated
the tax on a (iill at 30 s. per gallon, to be
hinenence‘ on the gallon of {pirits, and
adding that to one (hilling and ninepence,
which is the prefent [elling price for ex-

portation at tbe port of London, it comes

| out that the felling price might be 2 5. 6d.
| the gallon; a dif.fqrénce between the price
| of foreign and home fpirits which could
| not fail to drive foreign {pirits off the Bri-
| tith coafts, inftead of their being flaved
there, for which foreigners are much o=

bliged to-us, and laugh at us when they
hear of it, becaufe they know that an old
quantity deftroyed, will require a new
QUa'ntity. to fupply- its place. |

I do not fay that thirty thillings a gallon |

on the ftill would have. laid ninepence a

gallon on the liquor. If there be an error
m the calculanon in that refpect, the com~
mlttee were led into 1t by calculations which

the London diftillers were faid to. have |

| made up-for the Scots ones, in the courfe

KE . of
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of a late treaty between them. But it i

{30

of little confequence; becaufe the tax on the
- fiill can be confiderably heightened, and |
yet the point hit, at which a great revenue |
ean be infured to the King, and a certainty

of underfellmg the fmuggler of fo1elgn {pi-

rits be mfured to the home manufaéurer. -

I thought, and always faid in public and

in private, although, unfortunately, I was

not liftened to, that the tax offered of thit-
'ty,fhlllmgs a gallon was too httle/,, that the
manﬁfa&ure could bear twenty, or even
 thirty thillings more, and yet rife trinmphant

over the -manufadture of Holland and |

France; that it was imprudent in the Scots
to be haggling upon terms with the mini-

fter, if it was true, as was faid (of which T

know nothing), that he was furrounded
with London diftillers, and the conne&ions

of London diftillers’; that, on the contrary,
| at the coal hill, carriage to the fea, freight,

by generofity on their fide, they fhould

" thame him into generofity on his fide. But

‘when, in this addrefs, I now apply my-

felf to the landed ‘intereft” of England,

(51

I fay, that they fhopld meet t'heu' mini-
fter like men, and
and to themfelves, fhould put it in his
power to go to parliament, and fay with
“honour to him and his ftation, that al-
though he had confented to alter the {fyftem’

in juftice to him

of cOlIé&ing the diftillery duties, he had

altered it for the emolument of the reve=

nue, and to raife the rent-rolls of the coun~

| iry gentlemen of England,

~ Advantage 4th, Britain, inftead of im~
porting foreign fpirits from abroad, will ex-

| port her’s to foreign countries, by which |
B her (hipping will be 1ncreafed as well as
f her manufature, |

| The Dutch pay the Englith tax of 13s.
B 74d. and 16-zoths upon Britith coals ufed

in their diftilleries, befides the. prime coft

| commiflion, mﬁuance, and carriage from
| the fea, ‘all which added together bring
A them above 1000 per cent, dearer than we

pay
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pay for them. They purchale malt from
England, in which, in addition to its ori-
ginal value, there 1s added carriage to the
commlfﬁon, infurance, and
carriage from the fea : Notwithflanding
which two difadvantages on the two great

fea, freight,

materials employed in the manufaéture of
dpirits, the Dutch are enabled to make {pi-
rits of our own grain, and to fmuggle them
with profit on our own coafts, Can any

thing but improvident laws be the caufe of

fo fingular a circumﬁance? But the fame §

laws. which when improvident created the

evil, can when provident remove it,

On this head a flattering range of in-
uniry opened itfelf to the views of the com-
“mittee. We wifhed to afcertain with pre-
cifion, whether it was not in the power of
~ parliament, by, proper encouragements to
the diftillery of Britain, to infure the ex-
clufive ‘markets of Europe in the North,
:md of Africa in the South, to the Britifh

d.!.ﬁﬂl\.r. Cur ambmon was {’topped Time
| failed
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failed us. Our tenants were at our doors

~imploring for prote&ion againft the mono-

-poly of the London diftillers, and declaring
their inability to pay their rents fince the -
Scots diftilleries had - ftopped. - In fuch a
fituation we could not do what we - withed
to do before we made our report, that is, to
have:got the prices of {pirits upon an ave-
rage of years in different parts of the world,

andto have been informed of the regulatlons
concerting them in the different countriesin
which they were made; in order to 'Iénow.
if the fpirits. of other countries. might not

combat ours in point of price, by regula-
tion againft regulation. But I believe there
was not one of the committee who was not
fatisfied in his own mind, that it was in the

power of Butons, a1ded by parliament, to

drive Dutch gin out of Germany, and

French brandy out of the Baltic. -
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OBSERVATION cOMMON T0 THESE
~ 1wo Last ADVANTAGES..

There are perfons in this = country,

‘and' I doubt not in England too, mighty’

wife in their own eyes, but mean in mine,

| who think and dare to fay, that inveftiga-

tions to prove the probability of Britith {pi- .
rits being afforded cheaper in Britain and
elfewhere, than French ones, are uncover-

ing tender ground, at a time when a com-
mercial treaty is in dependence with France,
one of whofe chief views in liftening to

that treaty muft be, the hope of finding a

vent for her fpirits in Britain. -~ This is a

compliment which will not be thou?ght a

very courtly one by the perfon to whom it
is meant to be paid. For it fuppofes, that
he means to facrifice the diftilleries of Bri-
tain to the brandies of France, and to raife
the manufacures of another count’ry on
the ruins of his own, left his doing other-

- wife thould provoke a nation, whofe pride

it was the glory of his father to pull down.
SNESh

- A

| f

 ter, milk, and cheefe, in the fecond cafe,—
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ADVANTAGES 10 tur FARMER,

The advantages of a diftillery on a farih

- are the following : It fattens many oxen

and fwine, by which the vpri_ce of butcher~
meat is kept moderate, for the bcneﬁt of
the labourer, and the cheapnefs of labour,

~ ~It {fupplies food for the horfes and cows,

(and, to my Own experience, even to the
theep) of the farm, by which it leffens the
expence of draught in the firft, and of but--

It raifes a quantity of manure for the land,
~—The crop which it chiefly requires is bar-

ley, and the cleaning the land neceflary to -

Prepare it for barley, makes it produce for

| the crop of that year, and two crops after

1t, more than it would have produced in the

tommon way of culture in half a dozen,—

It prefents a rmarket to the farmer which

~ The profit of the farmer, and the rent~
- toll of the landlord will be raifed, =
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he had not before.—That market is regu=
lar, becaufe it keeps pace with the progrefs
of the diftillery ; hence his grain will be

kept eonﬁantly at an equal rate in its price,
inftead of ftarting fometimes too high, and

falling fometimes too low, as it does now ;

variations which difturb the farmer in his"
- proje&s and exertions, becaufe they fome-

times tempt him to overftock the market,

‘and at other times frighten him from even

{upplyingit :--The farme‘r finds that market
at his hand, inﬂe’a'd"ofz being obliged to car-

ry his grain to a market at a diftance at

home, or to export it to other countries, to
enable them, by the aid of a bounty, to eat

~ bread cheaper than he does :—And yet that
foreign market will fill be preferved to §
Lim, only with this dlﬂ'erence in favour of

his country, that it will be exported in 2
manufa@ured, not a raw ftate. o

Sﬁppofe the fills of London made up

100,000 gallons, and that every 4o0 gal-
Ions would manure 40 acres of wheat, and

thaf "

| into Great Brxtam.
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that the produce was L. 10 extraordmary’
an: acre ; then the dung ‘thrown into the
common fhores, or into the Thames; is an

“annual lofs of L. 100,000 to the ‘nation.
~But as the diftilleries of ‘London make" up

much more than 100,000 gallons the lofs
is much greater And if all the diftilleries of
Britain were to center in London, - which
they affuredly will do, if the prefent mode
of colleGtion be not altered, then the Iofs
to the nation, in the food of the people,
would be annual]y L 345,000. | :

1 it fhall be the effed of taxing {pirits

by the fize of the. fill, to ftop the- fmug- |
| gling of forelgn fpmts, it will do fo imme=
‘ -dlately, if it does fo at all.
| there will be an 1mmedlate annual market
| opened ‘for more than L. 400,000 worth -

In that cafe,

of Brm{h vgrain, The Scots committee, in

‘ the couxfe of their i inquiries, had reafon to
believe, that conﬁderab]yabove five mrlhom :

of foreign fplrzts were annually fmugg‘lcd
Now, fuppofe the fels
H. ling

T
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. ling price of Englifh grain to be L. 1, 4 fh,
per quarter, and the quarter to giveonly 15
gallons of fpirits ; then to fupply the place

ofthe finuggl«ed‘ifpi.rits there would be requi- .

red 333,333 quarters of grain to be manu-
faured into Britith fpirits, and confe-
" quently a new demand for Britifh grain to
the extent of L. 400,000 a year.

ADVANTAGE To TiE REVENUE.

_,I"‘Ad,‘varifagc '\ 1ft. The qxpence\' of col-

le@ing the revenue of diftillery will be di-

minifhed. In the country in which I now

write, there are fometimes a number of offi-

cers employed night and day, in guarding

one dli’ullcry But if the tax by the fll took

place,, one officer might furvey twenty di-
ftilleries in one day; becaufe he would have

nothmg to do in makmg his- rounds but
' . to

to ftoop hns head, and look at the ftamp on
the fill. ‘

Advantage 2d I'muds agamﬁ the ofﬁcel

~ would-be rendered. almeft ‘impoffible ;- be- |

caufe, if the meafure of the ftill be once
taken, it cannot be altered without the. of-

ficers”perceiving it.

Advantage 3d.. The revenue will be i in-
creafed |

ThIS isa certam confequence ﬁom the

_extenfion and profperity of manufaé’cure, |
'aguculture, commerce, and ﬂnppmg But

I confine my view to the mcreafed revenue -
to arife from the dif’ullery alone

- The moﬁ cautious way of p;oéecding to

find out what a tax will yield for the fu-

ture, is to inquire What it fhould produce

now, 1f no frauds were made ufe of to e~
fcape from it. / ‘

The
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The prefent frauds againft the tax on
{pirits, arife either from the {muggling
of foreign, or from eluding the duties of
the home made fpirits.. - The fmuggled fo-
reign - {pirits being confiderably above five
million’ of gallons;'thc duties loft on them,
at'2s. 1d. per gallon are: above L. 500 ©00

a year.

Tt 1s more dificule: to know the amount
- of what is loft by the cther fpemes of abufe,

The only iaformation

- yet not impofiible.

hitherto laid b‘efo‘fe»the pubhb,-tOrenable it -

to. form a jtjd&ment on this head, are the
reports of the committee of the Houfe of
Commons two years ago upon fmugghng
That committee, in their firft ‘report to the
houfe of 24th December 1~783, fay, that

- they had reafon to believe, that the quan-
tity- of fpirits annual ly fent from Scotland

_into }Lngland alone, exceeded, the Whole
~quantity which paid. duty” t;e-ffe%
which a conclufion might at-firft fight be

drawn, that what was confuméd in Scotland

~had paid no duty at ail ; and that from one

‘ " pla@e

from

‘ ,‘wnh thofe of Scotland and Briftol,,
| comparifon of the. ﬁock made with the ftock
' {ent .out by permit. And as long as the laws
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: place in- anland (meaning Brlf’col) there

were removed to London'i in one year above

three times: the quantity of *Britifh' {pirits

more than:paid Britifh duties, - What the
‘amount of the frauds in the London diftil-

Jeries were’ is not known R becaufe the di-~

ftilleries ‘of that city - were not. put'to the
fame teft by - the committee of the Houfe

by a

ftand as they do, and are executed as they
are ; ; and as long as committees fhall con-
fine their inveftigation of frauds to Scotland

“and Briftol, but pafs over the fecrets of the
. grand {eat of the Britith: dlﬁlllery at Lon- ]

don, where it was not impoffible to fuppofe

- frauds might have been committed as well

as . elfewhere, that amount will probablv
never .be known. - But the conclufion
which mxght have been drawn from the a-
bove report of the commlttee of the houfe

of the 24th. December 1783, was, in fo far
as xelated to Scotland dzfproved by a fub-

fequent
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- fequent repmt, whxch {howed that the
committee had not taken mto their conﬁ-

| deration fome circumftances relating to the -
mode of colle&ing the Scots duties, which

had not been explained to them, but which
“have been fince fully explained, to the fa-
fisfaltion of every unprejudiced perfon, by
Mr Rofs, in his late able pamphlet, entitled,

“ The prefent ftate of the Diftillery of [

¢ Scotland.”—But I do not pretend either

to afperfe or to vindicate the horiour of ei--
- ther country : I do, in'my confcience, be-
lleve, that London, Scotland ‘Briftol, all
defrauded the revenue alike ; and they will
for ever continue to do {o, until 2 mode of
- colleCtion, that opens a door to an 1nﬁn1ty
of frauds, ﬂmll be: aboh{hed . :

This report, therefore, cannot lead us to
 the knowledge of what we want " But
there is anOther way of gettmg atit: The
Boards, the Treafury, and Parllament in
| laymg a duty lately on fills in the I-Ilgh-

lands of Scotland, calculated (as may be
' feen
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,‘ feen in the ﬁatute), that a 40 gallon ftill

would yxeld 1660-gallons of pure {pirits,
from 250 bolls of barley, or 1500 bufhels of
malt, of the grain of the Highland counties.
Now, if a flill of 40 gallons produces from
nghland graln 1660 gallons of pure {pi-

rits, the whole dll’ullely of Brltam, amount- ' ’A

ing to.345,000 gallons of fiills (ex.cluﬁvc
of Fairntoth ftills), thould have produced
fourteen mtlltons three hundred and feven-
teen thoufand ﬁvehundred gallons offpmts, .
and brought a revenue at the duty ‘of_,z th.
1 d. per gallon, of one million four hundred
and ‘ninety-one thoufand four hundted and
fix pounds or near to a million and a nalf

- The calculatlon in the nghlands goes up= -

on a fuppotmon, and | believe a veryJu{’t
one, that- a Scots boll- of Htghland grain
will yield fix gallons 16-25ths of fputts,

and confeqUently that an. Engltih quarter,
~ which is one-fourth more than a Scots boll,
will yleld fomewhat more than elght gal—

lons:  But grain of England and of the
low country of Scotland, produces upon |

—an
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an average of both ccountries,. about 16 gals
lons of {pirits from a quarter of § vram that
is to fay, about double of ‘what Highland
grain produces ; and ther efore the fuppofed
produce of the 345,000 gallrons of ftills, to
- wit, 14,317,500 gallons of fpmts, {hould
be doubled ; and then the revenue fhould
have been near three mrlhons ; that is to
fay, above feven times more than it has

‘produced upon an average of years fince
Upon thefe
prmcrples, the remaining ﬁx-fevenths, ot

the high duties were laid on.

about two million fix hundred thoufand
pounds, is the fum of Whlch government
has been defrauded, and for ever will be

defrauded though all the chemifts, d‘{h]';; | will be denied by none, thata 4o gallon ailt
lers, and revenue officers of Europe fhould |

Iay their heads toget’rler to contrive checks .

to prote& it, as long as the tax fhall be
colle&ted by the: quantity and ‘quality of
the liquor. The fum may appear enor-
mMous :
- ﬁlllery is far greater than mmxﬁers and

trea~

‘But the buﬁnefs of the Brm{h di~ -

lation,
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ireafury-boards have h:therto been permxth
ted to know.

It may be objeGed to the above calcii~
that the produce of the 345,000
eallons of flills is over-rated, becaufe there
is no allowance given for thofé which were

not alwayé‘? employed.  Anfwet iﬁ.A The

| Boards, the Treafury, and the Patliament,
did not, in their calculations upon the High-

land ftills; make that allowance more than
I do. Anfwer 2d. If I have over-rated the -

produce of a ftill in a fmall degree, I have

| under-rated the producein an otherrefpectin

': agreat degree For it is notorious to all,and,

| will produce far mofe from Highland grain

than 1660 gallons in a year. That a& of
parliament was made to fhow indulgence

to a part of the ifland, which from the -

'coldnef% of the chmate, cannot fubfift with-

out the ufe of fpirits. The act itfelf fup-«
pofes that the ftill will produce more than
the number of gallons allowed by the a&t ;
I | for
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_for it makes provifion for the officers char~
ging the overplus ; and accordingly many
Highland flills are at this hour charged
with that overplus, having exhaufted the
credit which the a& allows them. I have
feen an 'opi'nibn, faid to have been writ-
ten by a very honourable and able gen-
tleman in“the employment of the Fx-
cife here, ‘I mean Mr Bonar, that a

fiill will produce much more than [ have

brought out by chufing an a& of parlia-
~ment for my ftandard of calculation, - And
indeed from my own obfervation on diftil-
le"rie\s on my eftate, I know that the cal-
culation, if tried by the ftandard of expe-

rien(:e,'vv:ould ‘be found to have ftated the §

produce of a flill too low ; the confequence
is, that the frauds againft the revenue muft
- have been proportionally greater. -

The apparent extravagance of the fums

which the foregoing calculations will prove:

government to have loft by the prefent {y-
- ftem of the diftillery laws, will be attempt-

~ed
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ed o be checked by coxﬁpaling them with
the produce of the malt-duties and brewery

| i dutles And it will be aﬂ{ed how fhould

the tax upon the diftillery have ‘produced
fo much, when the malt-tax and the brew-

‘ery-tax produce fo much lefs? Th s 1s to

check the accounts of one deﬂmltel by

thofe of another. ‘The malt and brewery |

duties are defrauded to- a great extent, and

| for reafons fome of which are fimilar to
thofe which have been attended ‘with ﬁml-—, |

lar effeCts in the d1fhllexy - But thdt ex~
tent will never be known, until brewexs
are taxed by the capacity of their Veﬂ‘els,

thing not 1mpoﬂible to be ‘accomplifhed,
and the maltfters are taxed in fome fuch

way, a thing not impoffible-neither. But, in
the mean time, let an account be "cgted, in
which, on one fide, the number of inhabi-
tants in. Brltam, with the number of bottleo
of malt-liqior which each may be fup-

pofed‘,tgo drink in a year, and the quan-

tum of duty which fhould have arifen

{rom thence, may be placed; and on the
| other

-

|
it
e

LS
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other fide, the quantum of duty that really
has arifen. The balance will thow that the
propofed ¢heck needs a check. The na-
tion is blind to the immenlﬁty of its own
N i‘efoﬁrces,fr_om the tax on malt, beer, and
- dpirits, if they were. truly brought to the

Treafury, by a mode of colleGion almoft §

incapable of béing defrauded.—In moft
European nations there are taxes upon
butchers meat ; and from thence the quan-
tity of butchers meat eat in other countries

nﬁht be known. But, if " that amount
was known, and comgaxed with what is
confumed i in hngland_, the fuperior quantlty
.eat in this laft’ vco‘untry over any other
in Europe of the fame number of peo-
uple', would appeér incredible. “Why ? be-
canfe Englafnd has not only more wealth,
but thhat wealth is more equally divided,
and runs more through alf_ ranks, than
fnény country in the world. The fame
wealth, and equality of its divifion, add-
F‘d to the right _Of' every man to do Wha‘iz

e pleafes, which makes him think that the

enjoyment of freedom confifts in the in-
| : dulgence

L | of Europe. °
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du]gence of vice, are the caufes why there

are more malt liquors and more fpmtuOus
liquors drunk in England, than in one half

gentlemen of Parxs do of the fineft wmcs
in the unlvelfe In a year.

The above mode of dlfcovermg the ex-
tent of the dxf’uﬂery frauds, if ‘it be a.Juﬁ'
one, Iays the faddle on the right horfe ; for,
even fuppofing that the whole confump—-
tion of Scotland paid no duties, as was er-
roneouﬂy fuppdfed in the ‘report of  the
committee to the Houfe of Commons and
that the Briftol people fent to London three
times more than they pay dutles for; yet

fhll thexe would remain a monﬂrous b.4~

]anre in which govemment has been” in-
Jurcd and thch balance can lie no where
but at the door of the London dlfhllers
although they are ready to cry, ¢ ﬁop
¢ thief}’ agai inft the whol € of one of hls

Majeﬁy s kmgdomso "
| I

‘The porters of London drink
riiore porter in fix months, than all the
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~ If the London diftiilers think, that I have
done them injuftice in fuppofing that they
have had any fhare in this abftra&ion
from the public revenue, they may eafily

juftify themf{elves, they have omly to

move the Houfe of Commons, that an

~ account from the Board of Excxfe be laid

‘before the houfe for fome years prlor to
November 1784, not. lefs than three, of
their ftocks that paid dutles, and of their
ftocks permltted out by the 1eél1ﬁers If the
quantum of the ftocks that paid duties, and
- of the ftocks fent out by permit, balance
each other, the London diftillers are free of
1mputat10n
other, the imputation is. juft. At the fame
time, although the difference in the balance
will afcertam a great deal, yet it will not
: afcertam the whole extent of the abftrac-
-/thIl ; becaufe the quantmes confumed in
raw {pirits, by druggifts, chermf’cs, and o~

thers, and the ‘quantities for whlch the rec~ §

tifiers have not taken permlts, for the con-

fumption of London, which muft be very

great will not -appear . in the account a~

gamﬁ

If they do not balance each

/ iftence,
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gam{’c the diftillers.
account to be laid before the houfe ;

then it will become the duty of any frzend
to'the revenue of England or of any friend
to the landed intereft of England, to throw

vdown the gauntlet in the common mufeof

bot/a and to move for that account,

' But, whether the fault be laid at the door

of Scotland London, or Buﬂol, in times

Apaﬁ it is plain that it may be prevented
for the future by adoptlng a mode of col-

leé’uon that i is fubje& to no abufe

The true ﬁnkmg fund to pay the natlon-

al debt hes not in borrovvmg with the one

| hand, to pay W1th the other ; ; butin ma~
king effectual the taxes that are,. not in

looking about for thofe that are not in ex-.

reign {pirits was prevented to a confiderable

degree, though not entlrely and that only o

55,000 gallons in new Britifh {tills Were

| »employed to fupply in Br1t1ﬂ1 fpirits, the
deﬁ-”,

But if the difil-

~lers fhall avoid to move for any fuch |

Suppoﬁng the fmugglmg of fo-
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~ deficiency, which would make' the: whole
{tills in Great Britain to amount to 460,000 -
and that a tax of L. 3 per gallon ‘was paid

for the licence ; then the tax going into
the Treafury would amount te L. 1,260,000

a year; and twice that fumi -would be fa-

ved fo the fubjecks, who at prefent pay

to others what parhament intended they

thould pay to the King. To this fhould
be added L. 3 a gallon upon: the 10,600
gallons of I‘ermto{h ftills, which formerlyf‘
payed nothmg, ‘and the whole revenue to

. government would be L. 1,230,000 which

is about three times as rnuch as it has pro--

- duced upon an average of years ﬁnce the
o

hxgh duties were laid on.

-gnQEIECTTON&wi

Objeﬁlon Iﬁ The dlﬁxllevs by workmg

' mght and day, in order to get the greater
beneﬁt of the hcenfc,, W1Il make fuch a;

quan-

Ty

quantity of fpirits in the firft year s will

fupply the demand of the next,. and thus
pay 1 no tax. the fecond year | ,

: Axifwcr Thxs is fo far from Bemg the
cafe, that they will hard]y be able the firfy

C year to fupply the pew demand created by

B exportcd from Bmtam

‘beating the fmugglmg of forexgn fpmts out

of the held Thefe, as. has beet} faid, a—"

,,,,,

‘mllhons Df gallons, and wﬂl requlre at .
. leaft 333,000 quarters of gram, at (fup~_
poﬁn,g ‘only) fifteen gallops to the quar~

ter, to make them, Now, where is this

| barley to be found ! Not. furely in Bri-
'§ tain; for there is n‘Bt fo much annuallyv '

But, if the diftil=
ler can hardly find gram to fupply the |
demand of one year,” and - 6ne-fifth or .
fizth part over, where is he to find grain
for the corxfumptxon of two years; and rwo

_ ‘ﬁfths or fixths over ? There is.not as much

grain on all the fea—coaﬁs of-Europe, With=

in the reach of Britain, as would enab]ev.'

him to do fo.—But fuppofing the dn’hllerv ,
: K - werg
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were to aim at laying up aﬁippiy\of {pirits,
“if not to the extent of the confumption-of
" the whole of the fecond year, yet to the

extent of the confumptlon of a_part of it,

~ they. muft go abroad for the grain ; and
thén they would ﬁnd in the advanced price

a{ked by foreigners upon a new ‘demand,
 in the vaft out- lay of money requlred to

| buyr graln, and to work it up, in the lofs of
intereft of that money, in' wafte, in cellar-

age, and in the uncertamty of the market |
from the danger of other fpeculators play-

" mg the fool as “well as themfelves ; I fay, -

in all thefe things, they ‘would foon ﬁnd a

cure’ f01 then fpeculauons

- Befides, the fevenue avlv‘va}ys'ﬁn‘ds' refour-

“ces againft the advantages taken of itfelf,
The diftiller might by law be difabled from
'carry_mgon his ‘works, or conveying them

- to another -perfon; for two or tllree')fears,'-
if he d1d not renew his annual hcence ; and
then he Would be a fool mdeed, if, for 2§

momenﬂ

»_nefs :
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m‘bmentary‘ gain, ‘he fhould fubmlt to a
laﬁm g lofs.

Objeé'tlon 2d. The cheapnefs ‘of : fp‘i{its-

 would hurt the health and morals, of the
-_people.,- o ' g¥ '

~ Anfwer.

provifions high, left the people of England
become.gluttons? Shall we.never leflen the
duty on porter, left the porters of London

get drunk. with it? Should we d:fcourage -
" the breed of pirit in horfes, leﬁ they break -
the necks of their mafters *—Do French
- brandy, or Dutch crm, hurt the health and

than Brmfh corn- fplrlts? Does not the
| _‘cheapnefs of a pleafure generally ma‘ce men
indifferent about it.? When an Enghfh re~
’-glment goes to Glbraltar or the Weft In-— |
~ dies,. the.men_are for the ﬁrﬁ month or

WO, contmually fuddled Wlth wine or. rum,

But, when the charm of novelty goes
L ~ off,

Ought we to keep the price of

“~

on account of the novelty of the*r cheap— -
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&ff; they become fober again, ' ‘The brandy
and wine countries .are the fobeteft in Eu-
rope. A Dutchman, who can drink gin
very cheap, prefers to it a beverage made
of fermented oats. An Anmierican, who
has a ftill at his elbow, feldom taftés  its
contents, but to know how much it Wlll

bring in a market.

Ob_]eéhon 3d. It will be dlfﬁcult to Lnow ‘
the power of a ftill, and confequently to
know the tax proportioned to that power,
: Whl(.h thould be ]axd on the gaHon of the

- ﬁlu-

| rAnfvx,r'er He who rhakes thxs objeQion,

whoever he be, if it be'to one in power,
means to deceive and hoodwink the man
whom he pretends to befriend. There wag

no dlﬁiculty found in dxfcoverlng the power
of a fiill, when the tax was laid 'on the
Hwh]and fills. A few experxenced diftil-
‘lets, or even a few of their clerks, could

do |

|
|
§
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do the fame ‘thing again; upon a larger and
lefs local feale, | S :

{

Thofe who have fmall ﬁills wxll mdeed "

| fay, that they fhould pay lefs thin the
| stedt ones ; and thofe who havé gréat fills

| will fay, that they fhould pay lefs than the
fmall Gnes
foment, and try to make advantage of the
| divifion.
\-chemxﬁ's atid diftillers, and above all among
| men of plairi fenfe and obfervatlon 1t will
| be found, that they thould pay all equally

| in proportlon o, the fize Df thelr ﬁllls

Their common ehemies will

‘But, upen’ ‘invéftigation’ among'

Obje&xon 4.th The revénue WIH be/..

expofed to unufual fraud if fmall Hlls are .
authomfed
Y greater s fiall Alls By law will open a
vdoor to fmail ftills againft law and the
'wa(h wzll be pnvafely COnveyed ffom the
| }enc to the othcr | e ERe

They will ‘be changed for

- Anfwer,
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| . Anfwer." : Thefe imaginary dangérs are
faid to have been fuggefted at- the Trea-

Aury, probably by the London diftillers, to
get-a monopoly of the trade to themfelves

'agamf.’t\.Scotland ~and perhaps by the great
Scots diftillers, :to " get -a monopoly of the §

“trade againft their: poorer ‘brethren. . Stills
~ are compofed of two parts, the caldron and

‘the worm ;:.the: caldron. is-of " copper, the |}

- worm is of léad. Thefe are not made in
-unfeen places, but in towns; in, the - fhops of

- copperfmiths, and manufa@urers of lead,

~d1ﬁ”erent and. often dtﬁant from each other,

' Thefe cannot be concealed ; the very found §
of the hammer is an informer agam{’c the

o -copper-fmlth .Both the maker of the cal-

to take out hcenfes, be put under the fur-

- vey of the officer, and obhged to account
~ for ‘all the ftills- that they make Eve1y |
~ caldron and ‘worm {hould have the makers |

name ftamped on it ; the ume 1t Was fent

.off the perfon it was fent to: It fhoul |

not be rcmovable from the dxfullery but in} -
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fight of the ,oﬁicer,fﬁor.traﬁsferred to ano-

ther without a new ftamp fimilar to the
former. The flill might be built up almoft

~to-the lip, with ftone and lime, or. brick
“and lime, and girt with bars of - iron, on

which locks might be faﬁened and: f’tamps,

{eals, and letters, in ,the officer’s. hand-wri-
ting; affixed to both, With thefe precau-

tions, it would not be poﬁible to deceive

‘the ofﬁcer

It is not true, that allowmg {mall Pul

| by law will open a door to unentered ﬁlHS' |

agam{’t‘;lazw_., morethan at prefent. The
door is already open, and many {mall un-

A entered ftills are now. ufed ; becaufe no
- ftamps are required. . But if ftamps were
required upon all ftills, and the copper-
- {mith and worm-maker put under furveys,
~the door would be fhut even againft thofe
which at prefent are illegally made!;ufe’ of,
~ ~The chief dangers of the abufe of {mall
ftills, by having wafh' conveyed fecretly

to them, and even making fpirits, arifes

chiefly
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ed, was intended to banifh fmall ftills from
towns, by providing that no’ perfon fhould
be allowed to have a ftill under IOO gal—

lons, who dxd not po:(Tcﬁ; a farm of' 30 acres.

at lcaft

f"_tuatlon to be paying comphments to mini-
§ 1 ﬁers, either in pubhc or private. Whether,
;_what follovvs ‘may pafs for comphment or

When the Lord Ad-

Even W1thout all :hefe pre;.autlons, many
hundred fmall fills are ufed in many coun-

tries in. Eurepe ; and yet the excife upon

- them is colledted. Many fuch were: ufed
in England, fror the 8th and gth: years of -
the reign of Kmfr William, when twenty

gallor fills Were firft charged with duties, -
until the 2d year of George 1I. when f’cxl]s

- under 100 gallons were pxohlblted ; and

yet the duties were - colle@ed - then ‘as’

of the different opmmpo on this hCad have

ftood the teft of experxence. Stills of 30 -

gallons were laft year, by a& of par liament,
allowed in ’ihe nghlands of ‘Scotland,
guardcd

Juﬂ:xce .\'

e

f‘rgeEence I know not.
: tvocate of Scotland went laft week to Lon-
f'idon to do his. duty in parhament I faid tol '
§ him, that I was afraid our diftillery plan' ‘
: “Would not ‘meet with' fair' play where he
Thefe fears were founded on
; the great, mﬂuence of the London diftillers:
in parhament and on the mtxmate connec-

thIlS Wthh fome of their intimate friends

S L T . ;»ual“defd-b {ome, not all, of the- recautions
chiefly in towns. = But, with a view to pre- grataee by.jome, ) O HIED

~ vent this danger, the fifth article of the -
~ Seots refolutions, above recited and explain-

X have mentioned, Hﬁ;ve the‘cnteréd Atills

.been convicted of fraud to. any extent ﬁnce

that txmeP Are the unentered Mtills increa-
";}\fed 1n number ﬁnce that time Thele is no:
;A_ev1dence of elther; at ]eai’c[ am fure no-
legal evxdegce—-—otherwxfe I muﬂ: have
hedgrd/df . ’ '

/AvItlls not proper for a perfon in my ﬁ—-

‘was going.

faid to have with the - minifier.
HIS Lord{hlp s anfwer was that I was mif~

taken 3; ,




o e kmgdom ihou d have been thrown mto

ould be 11‘1- |
‘_e part of an»

conﬁder‘n as a very hum;lxatmo c1rcuni;-\‘1
ﬁance, (to ufe the vvords of Mr Rofs’s |
pa'nphlet mentwned above) Thata WhO]@

| F 1N




