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THHNE

SOME

CO\TSIDERATIONS

‘ For Employmg the

POOR of thls KINGDOM, @Qc. |

the Rife, Progrefs, and prefent

conﬁder of fome Means to Red-reﬁs it. K

I fhall not therefore enter into the feve:al
. quticulars contained in the above-mentloned
Pamphlet, but fay in general that there are .
many ‘Things,

yery failly - and hone”t‘y

, AVING lately read a Pamphlet,
) entitled the Golden Fleece, with
‘Decay of our Woollen Manufac-

tr_ies,' it lead me into fome further Enqui- |
ries of the Caufes of the faid Decay, and to

B - flated,
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© ftated, worthy,of Notice; and if the Scheme =
-~ were poffible tobe perfected; inregardto.the -
~taking away'thejbu/r’,tlh‘eﬁﬁjme_;"DgtieS‘fOn» the

 moft effential-Neceffaries of Life, it would be
“a Work deferving the tmoft eﬂlneﬂ'Conﬁdcra- Y
 Gonfoquence, not only for the Woollen Mant-

- fa&ures, but for the whole ,Manuf%&ure,i's_ of

- England. R

~ However, while they continue as they are,

it cannot be conceived to be the Intereft of

© the Landfd Gentlemen of England, to per-
mit the Tmportation ‘of Irifb Worfted or
Yarn, becaufe of thofe numerous and bur-

thenfome Taxes on moft of the effential

| Neceffaries of Life, - which the Englifb now

" labour under; and if 1am rightly informed,

none  of them affe the Manufaltures of

Ireland.

- There then muft be fuch aﬂD‘ifp'rOpbrtiOﬁ'

in the Price of Manufaéturing, that the Trifb |

Poor will be able to work and {pin for

Three Pence a Pound, what the Poor of
" Englond cannot afford to work and {fpin for
Six Perce a Pound 5 add to that, the Cheap-~
" nefs of Provifions in Treland : Will not there-
fore the Merchant, the Undertaker of this our
valuable Woollen Commodity, fly or refort
RO | : wholly
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Way, to propofe firft, 2 Method for fecure-

- n{xrhé‘lly\‘ to fthe Place where they can han; La-
~ bour cheapeft? By which Means; I coﬁéeiské, ,
that none of the Poor of England (if that

 Schiemic thould pafs irito a Law) would be em-

~ ployed in the Cloathing Trade, and confider-
ing the great Complaint .of Poverty, the hea-
vy Burthens moft Parifhes lie under to main-
* tain their Poor, which daily encreafes, _the -
~ Swarm of Beggars and idle People, the grea’f
Decay of our antient Trade for Woollen Cloth,
~which the Englifb once had the Régit%tior;
- of being the only excellent Artificers, other
" Nations knowing little or nothing of it Yet

~ now we find bY‘Lunhapp}r'Experien'ce,, that
- they equal, if not - excell us therein, and .
~therefore it muft be our fafeft, our wifeft

ing that Manufadure to ourfelves, -

. For if we fend our Money beyond Sea for

~ Yarn and Labour, then the more we buy,
the lefs Money we have to pay, which will

- caufe Scarcity of Money, and alfo want of

Trade whereby to get more ; but if we be-

ftow our Money in Commodities made at
,?Qm‘?a’ our Money and Trade will certainly -
 increafe; and though a little while we pay
- fomewhat more, yet it is cafier to part with
- one  Shilling, when ‘Money and Trade is
plenty and increafing, than to part with Six
R B2 Pence
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- Pence - when Money and T rade - are’ both -
© wanting, efpecially feeing the one Shlllmg f
remains at Home, ‘and returns again, but the |
‘Six Pence is carried into another ngdom, |

'~ and loﬁ 1rrecoverab1y

W001 is alfo the main Support of that |
~which maintains -and mc1eafes the
‘Wealth, St1ength and Glory - of the Englifb

Nation, therefore of all Commodities of our
“own Growth, this ought to be moft’ carefully’
‘_encouraged for it confiftsin the Confumptlon |
“of our Woollen Draperies at home, in Expor-
‘tation and - quick Markets. ‘abroad, :
‘want of an Expechent to attain thefe ‘Ends,
:whereby it might effeGtually be. promoted .
our Wool is fallen from One Shilling, to Six

~and  for

Pence a Pound by reafon that the Number

of People at pxefent employed therein, ‘are
‘not able to Manufa&ure it half fo faft as it
. gTOWS and as it is moft evident,  that the
'Exportation of eur unwrought Wool hath

deftroyed our Foreign Markets for -the Sale

of our "Cloth; {o it is as eafily to be demon-

“firated, :
- Briiifb and Irifb. Wool been Exported,- as at

that had not fuch Quantities of

prefent it is faid there are in vaft Quantities,

it would have fallen from One Shilling, to -

‘Four Pence a Pound, becaufc as the Stock of -

‘Wool mcreafes the Price muft decreafe in -
| | Proportxon,_ .

it b e T
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- ftroy.our Trade,

'Terms;

~ fine, and the French Wool fo thort and coarfe,
| _-that they will neither work . together. nor a~
‘part without ours: Beﬁdes we have Fullers-

- have none.

[5]

Prooortmn fo that there is no Way (as th@

‘nor yet to keep it up where it is

we muft Export our Wool, whereb,y_ we de-

‘and the Irifh Wool will confiderably rajfe its

- Price, even from one Shilling, to two Shillings

‘a Pound, - which W111 mfalhbly remoye . ‘the

B Expm tation of it.

T h1s bemg done the Manufé&ures abroad 1
| .}wxll foon be deﬁroy ’d, nay, come to nothing,
~or at leaft not to hinder the Sale of*our Cloths,

as they now do; "and for this moft certain
Reafon, " that they can’t make Cloth without
a Mixture of our Wool; but on moft unequal
for the Spanifb W ool is 1o thort and

Earth, the Foreloners have none, or ought to
And when we conﬁder that for
a certain T ruth the ‘Woollen Manu{é&ure is

-a Tenth Part, at leaft in Fourteen, of all the -
~ other Manuﬁ&urcs of  England, which are
':;,‘;:;E*{pmted ‘we cannot be too a@tive in the pro-
‘ otmg this natural Woollcn "Treafure, which

will

or brmo all the idle poor
People to Induz{’cry7 by converting it at Home
~as faft as it grows in Great-Britain and Ire-
land y - by which Means only, -the Brzz‘z/b

- que now ftands) . to raife the PI‘ICC of Wool,
for either
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will make the Mercantile Trade flourith, in-

- creafe our Wealth, bea nurfing Mother to.
~ our Seamen, Shipping and Navy, the Terror
- of other Nations. - S L

. To demonftrate the gre,a;: Profit of the

 Woollen Trade, 1 obferve, thata Pound of

~Wool of one Shilling Price will make a Yard

of the fineft Cloth, which, at a Medium, will

‘be worth ten Shillings ; {0 that if you export
~unwrought Wool, or have it work’d: up in

any other Kingdom, then, onein every Hun-

 dred Pounds worth of Wool, welofeamongft
ot ManufaGurers nine Hundred Pounds, and

{o in Proportion, if it be fpun elfewhere. - Be-

5ﬁdes»-fhe"EmPIOyment of the Poor, it hath
this other Good attending it, for it breeds them -
uptoa Habit of Induftry, to learn whilft they .
are young to gain their Living when old: Add

to that the Returns of our Woollen Cloths
that are now Exported, which T am inform’d,

" amount to twelve Millions a Year. And as it
“is moft-certain, if’ this Manufa&ure is forced
~and encouraged, which can be no Way done.

but by our employing]the» Poor, there will
‘be more than treble the Number oW €=

' '~vp1'oy"’d;; (if the Scheme T fhall propofc here
takes Effe@) and “the Returns from Abroad .
- will bear their additional Proportion. - 0
oo heaft
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© Leaft it might be furmifed that it may fall -
“out, that we fhould employ miore Poor in the |
- Woollen Trade than we can export and vend,
and if that thould be found fo, we 'r_n\ay em-

ploy fome of them in making of Linnen; for
confidering the vaft Charge we are Yearly at,

~ in purchafing Linnen from gther Nations,
~ whereby our Treafure is exhaufted, it might

turn out to be a moft profitable

This Linnen Maﬁtifa&ury'ié an Eﬁiploy-"

‘ment for the weakeft People, -not capable of

ftronger Work : ‘Women and Children, and
decrepid aged People, now the moft charge-

‘ able to Parifhes, and thofe who live idle, and f
are fupported by the Sweat of other Mens

Labours, and can by no other Employ {0 ef~

fe@ually be brought to live induftrioufly.

‘ \:‘B’y'Experieﬁcé,"tis“foiind,"y that three ‘quar-
ters of 2 Pound of Thread, worth Twelve

Pence per Pound fpinning, will make one EIl -

of Cloth worth two Shillings’; which three

. quarters of a Pound, two Spinners may {pin in-

one Day ; hence it follows, that Eight Thou-
{and Spinners will {pin Thread enough in one

| ]?ay\ to make Four Thoufand Ells of Cloth, -
worth Four Hundred Pounds; and working
-~ but two Hundred and Sixty Days in a Year,

may

ot : V mployment
for the Good of Great-Britain.

SO gt
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may fpm one Hundred and four Thouﬁtnd

o Pounds worth of Lmnen Cloth

It is genexally thouoht the yearly Sum |
‘ fent out of the Nation for Linnen Cloth,
is computed at a Million - of Money ; and as

~ there are Nine Thoufand feven Hundred and -

T wentv-ﬁve Parithes, and that Ni ine in each
Parifh fpm Linnen- Cloth “we.may gain the

~ Million fent out of the Natlon and more :

And fure T am, that double the Number may

be employ’d in ‘each Parifh, takeé the Parifhes

one with the other, - beﬁdes the Hands that

*may he {pared to carry. on the Woollen Ma-
| »nufa&ure and were this Linnen. Manuf%x&ure

thus encouraged the Landholders of Eﬂglzmd

would  quickly think. it well worth - their
' While to raife fufficient Hemp and Flax for

the Manufa&urel

Nelther need the Nation be at Part of the S
wild-and foreign Expence, if we employ all
~ Sorts of idle’ fturdy People in- bunching
 Heémp, and making Cordage ;

Thoufands of Women and Children in" {pin-

ning . Lmt and Yarn for Cordage, Sails and
Nets for the- Navwation of the Nation and-
F1{h1no Trade ; the Kmo might fill his Stores )
for the Royal N avy cheftper than-now, and .
| by the Labour of hlS own Sub jects, and not

be

R

and many:

[9]

be depending upon othe1 N atlons for thefe in

Tnne of War

. /

Could 1t be conﬁﬁent wn:h the Freedom_ -
and leerty of England, the beft and moft

proper Method would be, to provide them' out
of fuch Malefa&ors as fhall be fentenced for
Tranfportatxon to condemn ‘them to Work-

Houfes for Years, where they may be fervice
able for the Purpofes before mention’d, and
“alfo to fit Tier to the Diftaffs, reel Yarn, |
. Swmgle, or hitchell ‘Hemp or Flax ‘weave,

&c. and which an ordmary Ingenmty may at-
~ tain to in afew Days, tather than to fend
 them out with 4 Brand to commit further Vil=
 lainies, or tranfport them whenece they pre-

fently return: And this the rather to be no-

- tieed, that it is with great Difficulty Mer-

chants take them off the Sheriffs Hands; and
often, after being fentenced for ‘T ranfportatx-

on, they lic for Years, and fometimes during

I,.lie in Prlfon for want of Tranfportatlon

at an annual Eypence to the County ; or
“often obtain. a general Pardon; becaufe they

know not what to do with. them . 'This Me—

' thod 1 thmk alfo would be the moft Chrif- )

tian and Chantable Way s and by fuch a
Method all thefe impudent ‘\Tlght-Walk\erb,
and N urferxes of Debauchery, may be wholly
removed .

G | This




This mlght be compleated by Five Work« -
' ~Houfes, one in the Eaft, one in the Weft,
~one in the North, one in the South and one

.mLomlm ; R R

I Would recommend all Chanty Schools,

- éxcept thofe which have a Royal Foundation, -
to bring tp theit Youth, fome to Spinning,
* Knitting,  Weaving, Sc:ourmg, ‘as well as

Wiiting and Reading; and fome likewife to
other manufacturing Bufinefs, at leifure Times,
swhich their Genius beft fits them for ; that

* when their Pens fail them, and the T.earning

that they acquire generally at thofe publick

‘Schools fets them above the Vulgar Rank;
~ and habits them to an inadive Llfe, to la-

bour, (that often‘Thave obferved it very un-
fortunate) then they will have Recourfe to
the laborious Part, -

when oid wﬂl not depart from 1t

1 have heard of Propofals for ere&mg
ka—Houfes in every County, more or lefs,

~ anfwering the Largenefs or Commodroufneﬁi
and that

of each County, for Manufaéture ;
thefe Work-Héufes fhould be ere&ed by an-

equal Pound Rate on I.ands and T ythes, @c. |

Other

‘and what they learn in '
. their Youth they will fall in Love wrth and

! "T hat many Parifhes join in fetting up Work-
Hopufes, and raife Twelve Pence in the Pound -
to provide Looms, Working Tools, &c.’ and

L]

Other Propoﬁxls T have heard. mentxon d

~.when few Parifhes affociate; Two thllmgs

or more; ‘and that the firft Year will be in

preparmcy of Houfes @e. the Twelve Pence |

_may-require a Contnbutron fbr the Stock. of
‘Wool, Flax, Henmp, ¢, which with the Sa-

laries of the  Officers, and other incident

Charges of the Souety, may. amount to er

\ fPe,nce a Pound more,

Many of the hke I have heard of but the -
,very Fxpence of eredting thefe Work-Houﬁ:s,
“ the Looms, ‘Working-Tools, Salaries of Of-
ficers, and other mcrdent Charges, were there
Do other Reafon, - is a Forbiddance to encou-
“rage fuch Methods, as the greateft Part of the

Defign by that Means is fruftrated, in layme,
a Tax upon . the Country, not to buy:in a

- Stock of Wool, Hemp, or Flax; to employ
their Poor, but to ereét Houfes, 8¢, ~where

the Country may be led into fuch an Expence

- that the Parifhes, who undertake this, may

plunge ‘themfelyes' into ‘a Debt never to be :

out of and thelr Poor ﬂ'lll to mamtam, L

T o obvm.te thefe Dlﬂrcultres, as well asfor

prevenrmg the Expedxent of bringing WOI’-H \
C 2 - fted.
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ﬁed and Yarn from Irelmfrd ‘and-for the bet-

“ter’ employing the Poor of Great-Britain,
- which will be a ‘Means to work out all -our.
 Wool, that' now erther rotts or is ftolen into
France ; and that the fole Manufacture of

Eingli //9, Tifb, or Scottifph Wool, : ‘may ina

~few Years, by this, -happily be accomplifh’d in
sBritain for as: the Woollen Manufacture re-
-turns Treafure to the Nation, fo the Encou-
-ragement of the Lmnen Manu{é&ure preferves‘
- it from going: out ; and by this Means be the

richeft Nation in. E%M])e, for Wealth and

- Power; and Wealth in every Kingdom is one
wof the eﬁéntial Marks of their Greatnefs,’ and
.that is beft: exprefs’d in the Meafure and Great-

~1iefs of their Trade; -and then what can give
‘a greater Luftre than encouraging our Wool-

-?en Manufature? Which, as I before obferved .
-is a Tenth Part in. I‘ourteen of _all the other

- Manufactures exported ; and the Linnen as
.great a Confumer of our Wealth, and greater |

thfm any other xmported

| T he Method then that I ihall propofe 1s, to
1aife a Stock, or Fund, to provide fuch Work

for the Poor of each Panfh in every County,
~as they may do at their own Homes, which,
- never {o homely, is more defired than any
other Place; for ﬁlppofe a Woman hath a fick

ﬁ:{mband or Child, or fome Infirmity upon
| heliélf

g
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herfelf in all fuch Cafes the might do fome- |

thmcr at Home, but can’t leave her. own
Houfe Then they w111 have an Opper tunity
of 'working at fuch Times they can necefa~
nly {parefrom their othier Occafions, who be-

ing to work.in their own Hotufes, and when
they ‘can with - more Convemency attend it, =
they may earn a Subfiftence, which is ﬁ‘om |

Four Pence to Six Pence'a Day, ‘working, T
ﬁty, only‘at fuch Times ;. thus they will be
' pleafed with it as” fo much Money - given

~them,. and WOuId not have done them ‘half

4o ‘'much:Good as the Pleafure of the Em...
ployment in thls Labour. g

Whereas real VVork—Houfes are only ﬁt for -

Vagrants and fturdy Beg ggars, who have. no

Habitation, and muft be held to their Labour
as Galley-Slaves are tied to their Oars; but
- for. poor‘People who ‘have Habitations of*
their ‘own,. who are known to the Parith

where they live, who would take Pains at
Home ; others who are in° Want through
Misfortunes in Life, *tis fit, *tis reafonable,
’tis becoming E%gl b leerty, to employ
thern no where elfe but at Home

And thlS Method for the Employment of o

the Poor in' Labour -at- Home, - is the ﬁngle

Pomt I fhall reft upon.
Thcre

P e e A
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' There are Fifty Two Counties in England
‘.and Wales, and: for a Stock to employ the

- Poor-of each Parith in each County, I would
: -propeié a Stock or Pund of . Five Hundred

" and Twenty Thoufand Pounds, to be raifed

by.a Lottery at "Three per Gent. which Five
Hundred and Twenty Thoufand Pounds fhall
be divided {o, that each County thall have
Ten Thgufand Pounds for a Stack or Fund to

- employ their Poor, cither in the Woollen or
~Linnen Manufa&ure, or the, Sum to be pro--
‘portion’d according to the Smallnefs or Targe-

nefs of .the Counties,’ which 1is - moft’ commo-

dious for each County'; - which faid Sum I

‘would propofe fhould be pald into. the Bank ;
and that each County fhall pay every C’brzﬂ-
malfs into the Bank of ,Eﬂg/émﬂ’ Three Hun-

dred. Pounds Neat Money, or in. Proportion

1o the Diftribution of it, to be dlﬁrlbuted to
the Claxmants of the Tickets of fuch Lot=
- {:ery, _one Ycar aﬁ:er the fcnd Lottery 18 drawn.

‘T hat Fou1 ju{haes of the ?ﬁace for each‘ |
' County, on the ‘Bench in the: Publick Hall

er-Coust, at every General Quarter Seffions
“of the Peace.to be held for each County, afs

ter Proclamation made three Times there, for

what Money that fhall be wanting to employ
the. Poor, . or lay i i a proper Stock of Wool,

. -Flax or Hemp, fhall there ﬁgn an Inﬁru.. |

xnent_

[1s]

mefit in open Court, in the Blank Form of

" Blank, to draw on the Bank for any Suin

of Money out of the faid Sum fo depoﬁted
in the Bank and that the Member ot Memu-
bers that ferve in Parhament for the Time
being, for each County, City, or Borough,

of ¢éach Gounty, thall likewife fign the ﬁime,

if they are then prefent at fuch General Qiiar=

s ter Seffions of the Peace to be held for fuC’h ~

County, o otherwife, that they fhall'be tender’d

the fame to fign, prowded he or they are Té=
« fident within fuch Gounty, at the General |

Quaiter Seffions as aforefaid, ‘o within one
Month next after and then if fuch Member

~6r Members fhall refufe to fign fuuch Draught

or Inftrament, he or they ‘fhall declare their

‘Reaforss in Writing in another Paper, which

thall exprefs the Draught, the Sum drawn for,
and Date thereof, for not figning the fame; a
Copy-of Wthh Reafons fhall be Kept w1th, |
the Records of the Couty, -and the Original
fhall be fent, certified by ‘the Clerk of the

Peice, W1th the Accourts {0 pafi'd at every

General Qlarter Seffions ; and for Whlch Cer= |
fificate the Clerk of thé Peace ‘fhall not chirge
above Two Shillings and Six Pence, unlefs hie

~ be obhged to ‘tiavel Twenty Miles to obtain

the fitre, ‘then e fhall riot charge above One

Pound One Shﬂlmg 5 and if he be obhged to
| tra,vel under Twcnty Miles, on'the faid, Ac-

count
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" count, he fhall not charge. above Ten Shil»

lings; -which faid Sum fhall be charged to
-the common Expences: ‘which may, attend the
Woollen and Linnen Manuﬁt&ury, and car-
~xied on to the next Account - o

T hat an Account fhall be gwen at each 3

General Qlarter Sefﬁons held for cach: County,

of what Stock of Wool, Flax, or Hemp, hath N
- beenbought fromTime toTlme from the Time

of the Account laft deliver'd to the Juftices
of the faid laft General Quarter Seffions 4

| what hath been pald for Work fince the faid |
Time; what deliver'd out,. -and, ‘what.remains
undehver’d ‘what Caih is in. Hand and alfo.

in the Cu{’cody of the Bank ; thh a. proper.

- Certificate from the Bank of the Ca{h re~ R
malnmg in then Hands |

T hat the I\/Iember or Membels for each :
County fhall, if he or they be in Lomz’m, |

and able to attend the Parliament, (otherwife,

“of each. capital City or Borough for each |

County) deliver the faid Accounts to each

Houfe of Parlxament thhxn one Month after .

every Sitting of Parhament how fuch Accounts

ftand ; what Money remains in ‘the Bank ; 5
~ what Stock or Cath remains in each County 5
as alfo, what Quantity of Work deliverd

out, and remains undehver d up 5 what Proﬁt

s

| [ 17 ] |
is made in each County, to the Date of the
faid Account, from the Foot of the laft Ac-
count {o ftated at each General Quarter Seffi=
ons, to be perufcd by the Members of both |

Houfes of Parhament. AR I RN R

That thls general Account :[hall be fo made -
up at every Michaelmas General Quatter

7 : Seﬂions, becaufe the Members of Parhament—_ |

are at that Ti ime generally in the Country

T hat none of the faxd County s Money‘
!hall be deliver'd to any Perfon or Perfons,

without giving a proper Security for being ac-

countable for the fame, as alfo employing of
itto the Purpofe beforemention’d ; * and that

- fuch Security fhall be given in the open Ge- |
* neral Quarter Seflions, before Four Ju{hces

at leaft ; which Security fhall remain withthe
Records of the County, untill it be duly dif=

| | charged by the Performance of the Covenants |

That whoever ihall mlfapply or nnbezzle |
any of the Money, Goods, or Effects of the

~ faid: County Stock as aforefaid, fhall be pro~ .

fecuted in all Refpeéts as n Cafe of an Ex=

|  tent from the Crown; and fhall take Placeof -

all Debts or Mortgages whxch may  happen
after the ==~~~ Day of --=— upon the Eﬁate -

or Eﬁates of fuch Perfon fo oﬁ'endmg .
o D That
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