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R.I.GHT HONOURABLE WILLIAM PITT
oo CHANCELLOR OF THE EXCHEQULR, h
: R e, e G, i
SIR, s l“.“

IN dedlcatmg thils httle Work to you, I ra.
ther. feek 'to honour my own name than exalt
yours, which can receive no additional luftre -

from my feeble: attempts at- pane ryric 3 yet a

~ confcioufnefs of - my own infignificance cannot

ftifle the admiration yogr fplendid talents ,have,

infpired; nor can T fupprefs the impulfe I feel -~

to pay that tribute of applaufe to one fo Juf’dy :
entltled to every commendation. - -

- You, like every other great minifter, from 4

~ Mecanas to a Cardinal Ximeneé, and from the

Iatter to your illuftrious Father, have found ene-

mies as well as adulators.  Adulation 1 fhall doubt-

lefs be'charged with by many an 1rafc1ble politi-
-c1an, but_confcious. fi ncerlty fortifies me. agamﬁ

~ their- «cavils. It is your condu&t as a mmlﬁer

that T make the theme of eulogy.
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“The -'conauét of public men is certainly open
to difcuffion.

oenerally dealt out to:them with a hberal hand ;

Cenfure, when they merit -it, is

~but When thelr conduct claims our hlgheﬁ admis

1at10n, an. mvxdxous prmc1ple, unhappily too

"prevalent, robs them of half their wéll-earned

praifé.

In all ages mankind have difcovered an unac-

countable propénfity to extol the paft.'and de-

preciate the prefent:-this 7foible pfevd'ils' im'or'e"*xfri

our own country thah in any other'; but 1mpar- h

-~ tial and difpaffionate pelfons will Judge of men

and. meafures ‘on more rational grounds than vul-

gar ‘prejudices or:the ephemelal fluCtuations of

popmarxty,———-nelther furm{hmg a fair. crltenon of .

the true chara@er of a minifter. -
To form a correél, Judgment of . the ablhtles of
a minifter, we: muﬁ advert to the. eﬁ”e&s -of

“his admmxﬁratx.on.: Youwere enveloped_ Wlthi

difficulties unparalleled in the hiftory of ‘men;

yoz had not, like your predeceflors, an inexhauf-

tible repert’ofﬁz to refort to for governing your con- -

du‘&‘in offices

became, funounded by foreign and” “dometftic .

.tlaltOlS, in momentary expe&atlon of a moﬁ:'/ -

New and.perilous as your fi fituation:

DEDICATION vik
dreadful exploﬁon you nobly retamed the helm,
fteered ' the .agitated. bark. of : ftate through
political ocedns ~unknown .and’ unexplored

- when the lowermg heavens apparently threat-'
‘ened - its inftant. and irreyocable anmhdaﬂon-—-
when defpair.had marked every countenance, -
<and the deftrutive torrent rufhed in at’ every.
chiink,—~in :that portentous ‘moment, when the.

| fughtful abyfs feemed opening to fwallow. all,

you, with tranfcendent fortitude, pxloted the
 buffeted ftate-bark !

8o when an angel, by divine command,

“ With rifing tempefts thakes a guilty land,

¢ Such as, of late, o%er pale-Britannia pafs’d,

¢ Calm and ferene he drives the furious blaft;

“ And, pleas’d th’  Almighty’s orders to- perform,
" % Rides in the whirlwind and dire&s the form.”

The mcreafng commerce of the kingdom,—
the' glorious attitude fhe has affumed on the
face of the globe, after every infidious attempt-
to proftrate her greatnef's and fully her naval

OIOrles,mfure]y demand our applaufe, and c]alm

- our higheft admiratjon. But, alas! all fublunary

joys are fleeting: we no fooner become eafed from

one dreadful appreherifion, than another fucceeds:

m~famine, in the midft of Plenty ! {carcity, at a




, threaten us. with. all their conc

DED‘ICATION .

Vlll

time of unequalled exubemme! and faé’;’zizom:

dearthy - in {pite- of fuperior - fecundity ! ! now:

—To. you, Sirs the - country Took up for relief
from you they: claiim it;+—and  from: you, I truft;

they will recewe its

then hve in hiftoric page’ as the bgff, as well ast
e——and: be by all ad--

greatefts munﬁer of his tim
mired.- Wlth an enthuﬁafm equal to that of

SIR, .
Your ‘moi’é»refpe&ﬁﬂ; ‘mof_‘c? f}eveted, :

’ 'And humble feiirﬁéllﬁaz 2

“FHE AUTHOR.

N

omltant hom’ors b

~The. name. ' of Pirr muft

 STRICTURES
TRU}; 1(K;,,EAUSE

OF:

IHE PRESENT ALARMING ‘%CARCITY X
8(c. & c.

Homo sum, humam mkzl (2 me alienum puto ,
- TERENCE,

"HE enormous price of provifions being a fubject of

. the high'e{’t impdi‘té‘nee, and coming home to the

f'ee]mcrs of every individual member of fociety, whether
he . moves in the hxgher, the middle, or the humb

prheres of life, it becomies ‘well worth the attention of
* thofe who poffefs means and oppoxtumty to inveftigate

the caufe of {uch an’ ev11 and enter upon ‘an impartial

‘ dlfcufﬁon of the  erroneous fyﬂ;em to which the prefent

dearth is afcabab;e, and, in the cour {e “of fuch an invef~

tigation, to fuggeft fuch plans as may ultunately teﬁd to
prevent fimilar diftrefles. :

I cannot but lament my mablhty to do Ju{’uce to fo i~

tricate and. complex a {ubjedt, aware ds Iam of the deep

‘ rcfearches and laborious exertions of fome of the.ableft
wii iters in the moft divilifed as: well as enlightened parts

‘ of. Europe on this momentous topic. I tremble, There-
l.fore, at my prefumptlon in entermg the Tifts 5 but when i
* refle@, that, if fuccefs crowns my humble- effo‘lts, ‘mil-
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lions of rny fellow-creatures may be benefited~—and, if I

- no mifchief to the caufe I have undertaken to advocate-—
I am emboldened to hazard a few obfervations thereon.

k ‘ UhCOl nnecied wrth, and confequently unbxaf"ed by,
party pledxleé‘clom, my fentiments are the genuine effu-

they have hitherto been found. irremediable. . Imprefled
with the moft anxious folicitude to adminifter to their re-
lief, T am urged to commit my ideas on this diftreffing
fubjc& to public infpection, from a hope that fome abler

‘pen may, by adopting my hints, frame a f{yftem capable

W lief. .
: © Much has been 1mputed to the expenfive war we are at

have by many been ‘afcribed ; buton a candid and impar-
tial mvefhgatxon it will be found that the war hilb rather

- price of every article of fubhﬂcnce. We muft not form
our judgment of the political and fifcal cir cumftances of

* nations by the rules of appreciating the oécurrences of
private life. .
monftrated, that our increafed expenfes have been  the
o natural refult ‘of dddmonal refources pouring in ‘upon

that a large propostion. of the fubfidies paid to our allies,

as well as of . the imnienfe contributions our inveterate
1 foes have lev1ed on- them, have found their way to our

coffers '—~Br1tdm ﬁanda a political phzenomenon on the
jface of the g]obe 1 and Poi’cemty will, m her Inﬂorv, con-
temphte with admlratlon the noble f’truggle the has made

T i e e

under cucumf’nnces of depxcﬁion tlnt muft havc apy mlled

fail, the abortive attempts of an obfcure individual can do °

fions of a mind réfponfive to the cries o_f furrounding
W thoufands, finking under preffures as infupportable as

of diffufing genm al benefit, and a501d111g permaneut re~ -
prefent engaged-in, and to which our calamitous dcarths ’

been the pretext for, than, the caufe of, the plefent high

It may with mathematical precifion be de-

us from every quarter, nay I will undutﬂfe to prove,

3

the ftrongeft minds | Poﬁenty will know how to. appre-
ciate the merits of thofe who, in the day of nervelefs de-
’ fpondence, and paxalyfed horror, placed themfelves in the
-Abreqch, with a fortitude unparalleled, and a magnanimity
Aunuv*mlled, in the annals of nations ! Pofterity will exult
in the noble and impofing. attitude fhe affumed when the
reft of Europ@ were crouching at the feet of the mon-
ftrous cbzmzera, and when ‘the gxeateﬁ potentates that "
attempted to tame. her were- panic- ﬁruck by a bare lock
from her Cor fican ,(eeper ' : g
It has, however, been obferved by authorrty to whrca

"I bow with all due deference, “ That a protrated war,
€t at an expenfe of ﬁxty-four mllhons per annum, muft
“ eventually be ruin.”” This affertion could not be con-
troverted were we in other circumftances ; but,-in our.
prefent ﬁtuauon, the appeayance is more alar ming than
the realzty The immenfe increafe of commerce from
the year 1792 to the prefent period exceeds all previous
calculation ; the fotal of Britith manufactures and fo-
reign melchandxfe exported, and 'of goods imported, in.
the year 1499, 'unountmg to the enormous fum of
123,700,055 125 4d. If to this is added the' annual
landed produd, confiderably more than 90,000,000/.
{although, by various modxﬁcatlons, and in many in-
ftances by unfair evafions, it appears, by the produce of
the income- tax, to be no more than 55,000, 000..) and if .
e Ilkewxfe add the funded intereft (exclufive of what is
paid to forezsmera), makmg 15,000,000/, befides other
_innumerable leflfer rcfomces, not neceffary to partxculanfe
1in.this paper—the annual circulation of convertible pro-~
perty cannot be taken at lefs than 2 30,000,000/ ﬁerhng ;
Jeven-tenths of which re- produces capital, and again
- becomes applicable to the various ufes of tillage, manu--

fa&mes, commerce, navigation, building, repairs, and
. , B2
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gcneral xmprovcmtnts ; while the" rem'umncr three- “tentBs

“are funk and abforbed in fubfiltence, and under the ge-
"neral head of unplodu&we expenditure.

Thus a vaft

cuculdtmg balance is annually Jeft in the ftate for the

"perfm mance of all 1ts neceﬂ'axy funChom, without trench-

ing on its capital. If the fa&t5 bear me out ‘in my ‘poli-

‘tical arithmetic, (and which I trift they will, on the fni-
‘nuteft inveltigation, be found to do,) T would afkk ‘wherice
“eome, thefe refources ? I boldly aver, the prefent war has

created a great part of thofe refom ces?  The: fubverfion

of the trade of Holland, the captare of her colonies, the

almoft total annihilation of French 1nanuf1&ures, -the

thutting up the ports of Spain and intérruption of ‘her

~American 2id Indian commerce, t the humiliation of Ve-
nicé and (:mm, Thas —ontributed to throw the commerce
of the crloo@nno tlic arms of Britain! to fay no thmg of
‘America, which wotld, in ail mobabmty, have had the -
fame intercourfe wmx us had we been bleffed with an ear-
lier peace.. ' '
But I would by no ‘means ‘Tave it" inferred that, in ad-
ducing thefe ob ic‘.‘vatlo.l‘;, 1 am an advocate for a bellum
Interneciinui ; I lament as much as any man exx{’rmg
thie dire heceflity we are under of c‘myu*') on fo dreadiul
a warfare, in fpite of the- bnous advantarres refultmcr
‘fo this nation from its continuance; but T will ‘maintain
what ‘ns beeft genexouﬂy COOCCqu to ine, namd), that
¢ Peace in [oine vefpects may, be dangerous.” That is pre-
cisely the do@rine I with to inculcate. God forbid that
g fhould tirge the protration of the war, could a fafe and
pelmanent pcac be ‘obtained ! ‘But e‘cperlments in ‘politics

v

-are ‘alivays ha',ardous, ‘and become dou‘)ly fo when we -

fare co.npellcd to try the eﬂicacy of” pauﬁc ineafures with

a treacherous' enemy in the wenith of 'his power ; 'who, in.

“*peace ‘or- wary Would ftill feek our chcrué‘unn. From. .

frame, and. imparting new cnergies to the P:ate

5

{uch invidious neighbours we muft'look for additional fe-
curities to give permanence to compadcts of amity, or we
fhould only refrain frem hoftilities to. give our rivals new

breath to re-engage in the arduous conte{’p
- An expenditure offxtyfaur millions is, beyond doubt,

~analar ming circumftance ; but national expenditure muft

always be branched: under two heads, that is, the produc-
tive and'the unprodu@cwe. By praa’uﬁzw expenfes I mean
thofe difburfements” which. circulate in. our own.coun-

Ctry . or-. its, dependencies, and create, or rather rencw,

capital, which thereby becomes a mere change of pro-
perty from its former pofleffor to a. fucceeding one, with-
out. inducing-any very .confiderable’ dlmmunon of the na-

tional ftock in its operations. By unploduuwe expenfes
1 mean {uch,as are funk or abforbed by confumption, or,
~on being exported, - tend- 0 form new capital to a foreign
‘natiafn, and unlikely to ﬁnd its way back in. the courfe, of
-commercial circulation. = Such expenditure is certainly an
inevitable lofs to the commuhity : but fo long as our real
fpr_,oﬁts, of ‘whatever nature they may be-,:excced this lat-

.ter head of expenditure, fo long fhall we continue an af-

fluent, a free, and an independent, nation. » .
If the various and immenfe fums expended in the war
yere totally funk, or wholly abforbed by abfolute con-
fumpﬂon or ﬁnal -expatriation, fo as never to ﬁnd its way
back or re- -¢circulate in a new form or {hape, then, [
admit, our ruin would be as fpeedy as inevitable: but
national expenditure bears no analogy to private expenfe;

.the one merely flows to the extremities, but finds its way.

back to the heart of the empire‘ with aftonifthing velo- .-

-city, refufcnatmfr the body po]mc, lavigorating the entire

whxlt, -

.pnvate or individual expenfe ends where it bﬂgan, and,

‘~hke a torxent prec;pxmted from f’cupendou:) rodcs, pan-

...... A 3 | |
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never make its way back to the fource whence it was-
dathed.. Thus the one is.a mere transfer of convertlblc

- property from one defcrlpuon of fubjeds, to the contem— ' ‘ !

_ > way progreﬁively into the coffers of the ﬁate and, by

! that g(adual and regular re-aion of cuculatmg mcdla,
enabhng her, to perform all her political fun&ions and-
financial operattom with reciprocal facility. ~ Zhus the
j)roblem of a flate I:ecomzng richer from its interior expendi-
ture may be fairly fo[ved National nches and national
happinefs, however, are not always concomitant b]e{ﬁngs o
A.ancxent as well as'modern h1f%01v demontftrate the fallacy

of a contrary don.cune but national affluence is moft

- porary; and generally. the. lefs’ opulent, members of the -

fame ftate, who, by produ&tve labour, are enabled to .
obtain g part of property which mlght otherwife haye’

only remamed in the coffers of the nch ; whxle the other

- 15 a total and 1rrecoverable lofs, that can m no {hape rc-

‘l R vert to its ongmal proprletor. ‘ ‘ o '

i It was to this fecret, but certam, opexatlon of ﬁfcal o N B ., certainly effential to national p} wwer, and as mdlfpenﬁblv
‘cxrculatxon, that. Holland became enabled,. for more than :

" meceflary to the lndepcndcnt exiftence of the body politic’
_ ezg/?ly years; to contend Wlth the. then potent monarchy - . as the vital blood in the human body is for the regalar
. . .

LOf Spain in one Of the moft extenfive wars that Europe -~ “operation of the 'lmm'tl fun(ﬁxons. Without dﬁiuence a

‘ ftate becomes feeb]e, ‘totters to us centre, and'is at L.ngth
it ’ 11 htmg her ba*t‘es with mercenary -troops, agamf’t the

' , ‘wholly fwallowed by fome rapacious newaboul. With-
fineft armies- “and the ableft: gcncxals of that or gny other . ' out vital blood to animate the human fmme— But '

age: but by her ﬂcets wintering in her own harbours, and . it were an’infult to the under ftanding of my readel were
1t nece{ﬁry to remmd hnn of the mcvltable fata‘xty that
Qmuﬁ: enfue. g ’

Havmg premifed thefe obfervatlons, as cifential to the | ,
Antroduion of the plans I am about to propofe for ge-
)neral rehef it becomes neceflary to animadvert on the
err oneoub fyﬁem whlch m my humble opinion, has'been-
‘productive of the.evils we complain of, and hazard a few
beneral remarks on the various caufes that have had fo
: . | permcwus a- tendency, before T explain my fy,ﬁem ; and
' then ftate the fluCtuations in the price of grain,. efpecially
wheat and other articles of fuﬂen'xnce, from the Noi-
| man conqueft to the prefent times ; and 11Lew1fe the va-
‘rious meafures that have, during fo long a penod been
‘adopted by our anceftors, as well ,as’thofe reforted to in -

N our days,” during the feveral dearths ihat have prevaxled m
N o 'thxs countr/y from that epocha. o e
It'is notto any phyfical alteration of our foil that we

| | " By

ever thneﬁ"ed ; and that, too, under the dlfadvantage of

e

e e

i makmg her ports their homg, and’ expendmg there the o i

: nches they a(:qmred by their captures, added to their im- ‘

* merife and unrivalled commerce, they not only {upported |

their prodigious expenfes with cafe, but the ftate becamc BN

“enriched to a degree exceedmcr all pra&ica] calculanon L

" In like manner did the lefs brilliant republu, of Genoa,

‘ * about three centuries ﬁnce, carly on a moft burthenfome v ‘ ,

v war with Vemce, then her moft formxdable and - 1mp1a- gk
cable rival, at an e‘cpenfe fo enormous that the muft in-
ev1tably have’ funk under its preffure, had not her immenfe
debts been contracied with her own fubjets, who, by .

: ﬁxen pr odxgxous commexce, were enabled to fupport the

' ﬁate by their loans, and, in confequence of erecting the ' '. | o
celebrated bank of St. George, th(.y eﬁe&ed the appalent
dxﬂicult ‘operation of" convertlng ‘thofe” very debts into

‘ frefh refotirces’ for the government, by a conftant crea-

‘tlon'angd mtcnox cxrculatxon of new capzta/ makmw ILS
oo nledd S S . i '3
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are to attribute the recent and profent {carcity, but to. the
material ch’mge ‘which has taken place in the minds and

‘manners. of its 1nha.b1tants. ‘The rage for accumulatmg
weakh, wlnch pervades all ranks in focxety, has abforbed P
‘the fomal virtues : to the generous ardour, the umfoun '

mduﬁrv, and the noble dlﬁntereﬁ:ednefs, thch a.mmated

_an almoﬂ: umverfal Pl 1nc1ple of rapac1ty ; and a thui’c for
: fa&mous 1eﬁnement has been fubftituted -for ﬁmphcnty of

mannels, and the blunt but manly mteorlty of g -once-
valued and refpeé‘red yeomanry' ' Lo

. If the amazing decreafe of every {pecies of produce is
not owm;r to any phy ﬁcal alteration in our foil, to what
caufe is fo fupernatura] a change in the {pace of forty
years-to be afcribed ? Or is our population fo wonderfully

| Jincreafed in that fhort peuod that, inftead of exporting
grain to the amount of cight millions annually, (which.
‘was atually the cafe in the years 1744, 1745, 1746,

1747, and 1748, as appears by the bounties then paid,

~ the entriés outwcnd and a table 1'11d before Parhament,

that the average medium of exports for thofe five years
amounted to 8,007, 9481 fterling, at the price of from

3§s..to §Os, per quarter,) we. {hould now be driven to
import grain to the amount of upwards of ten millions,
’makmg a balance: agamf‘c the natxon, in thofe articles, of
. upwards of elg‘nteen mﬂhons {’cexhng' There is fome-
'thmzr fo very myﬁerxous in the wondctful change, that it
v mvoluntarﬂy leads ‘me to follow up the remar k by a fhm(r

of queries, rather, than a fceble attempt to develope the

: cauf ! I would thgn inquire of the agrioulturi/fhow it has
’ .,haupcned that {fuperior improvements in aration and tlllaoc
. have caufed frerility inftead of. incr eafcd fccundlty in our

foil? I would fain learn why oursis the only. country in the

cuiveify where gxuberant and plentiful hatvefts produce

-9

Jearcity, and even famine 2 By what inexplicable, ph&non‘
menon has the increafing value of land, and unrivalled opu-
lgme of the fm mer, relulted from defectivecrops, beavy loffes,

~and ruznous,;/i’afm;s 2 1 would gladly know by what curious

and latent procefs of nature Succefsfultillagein England ope+
rates in an iuverfe ratio # Or has that venerable old lady

“Britannia, after prefiding fo long over our ifle with un, .

{ullied reputatlon, afflicted her fons with a more than Ba-

* bylonian confufion of language, that, by the firangeft

perverfion, they fubflitute the term dearth for the more
appropriate one of plenty # Will it not be prudent in oyr

.fenate to confult the my{’clc oracles of Mark-lane and

Bear-éey, more znigmatical in their refponfes than the
ancient oracles of Pythian Apollo or the Cumszan Sybils ?
How it has happened, that fome of the mufhroom-gentry,

. who pay their devotions to the altar of, Mammon, and
~even offer buman facrifice to propitiate the Gad, have,

from their vz Joffes, and the oppreffions heaped. on. their
trade, come to vie with the ancient nobility of the king}
dom in ‘the {plendour of their willgs and glare of their
equipages £ Let me prevail on them to, fuljniiﬂ_l the people

- witha clue to extricate them from the labyrinth, left fhey
- fhould be devoured by that dreadfil minotaur, public in~

dAignation ! ‘But, above 'all, let us inquire how thofe .
pagan worthippers of Ceres, under which defcr],ptlon I
clafs fome of the millers and mealmen, who, dlthough de{
nied initiation in her Elen/ynian myfteries, have been cer-
tainly fully inftructed in thofe of ber fon-in-law /—let us
afk thefe perfonages by what new alchymy their afferted x
diftr efs has been tranfmuted into pro/pemty, their ruin into
affluence 2 Nor fhould we omit interrogating that benevo~
lent order of bemgs, the minor bakers, (I mean not that -
they are minus in confequence, but fimply in wesghts,) how

they have conmved to make ﬂrtzmes by theu loffes, and
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become afflucnt from a depreciated trade 2 as many of this
perfecuted race have altually fworn they were undane,
‘and their fortunes who‘lv /zm/e by continuing fo ruinous
a zuyszs /—But I entreat the reader’s: paldon for detain-
ing-him {o lo_ng from the main obje& T have in view, vi%.
‘the pointing out the plan of relief: yet I apprehended that
a fynopfis of this tragic drama, with fome account of the
dramatis perfona, would tend to unravel the plot, and ac-
celerate” the dénouement, it our acting managcrs(would

fomewhat more narrowly pry into what is doing behmd

the fcenes.—To proceed, then e ,
When we refle on the obvious advantages we pofs

Sfefs—the natural fertility of our ifland—the unbounded '

freedom of its inhabitants—the fecurity of property —the
excellence” and impartiality of our laws—the liberal and

conftant encouragement f{o' uniformly held out for im=

provement in - fuperior cultivation—the immenfe number,

of ‘cattle bred forall the purpofes of aration and tillage— "

the numerous canals for factlitating the regular transfufion

of its produce—the various and ingenious mechanical im- -
- plements for agr icultural convemence-—the mcomparable
voads for the fafe and fpeedy commumcatron of every part’

of the cultivated foil with the mar ket—towna-—the prodi-
gious number of coafting-veflels for carr ying the plodu&
of the maritime parts of the ifland to the great corn-marts
of the kingdom When we (I muﬁ again repeat) Te-

- fle& on thefe i’cnkmg advantages, we are naturally Ied

to conclude, that the alalmmg dearth fo generally con-
plained of muft owe its origin to the wrong meafures

that have hithierto been’ pulfucd which have been greatly -

gwravqrcd by the defe@ive rem-ldnons that have been

~ adopted to remedy the evil.

It then follows, of courfe, that new: fyﬁems muft be
r\ forted to for 1emedvm evils whmh old maxims havq

11

been found inadequate toirem‘ove,. or even ameliorate.- A
' g'reat deal has been faid and written on the fubject of fore-
,-ﬁallmg, en;rrof’”mg, “and regrating, and particularly on

: ',,monopolxes, as well as the dangerous -combination’ of a
few great capitalifts w1t‘1holdmg a regular fupply of grain.
«for the moft nefarious l)urpofes. To fome; or. all, gf
thefe caufes, the faédtitions- {carcity we have fo long ex=.
-~ perienced has been aféribed ~ ‘This may.in part:-be true,
‘but cannot to the extent of the evil complained of. - The .-
=‘calam1ty is too general were it partial, many of the
-wretches who prey on'thelr. fellow-creatures, and aggra-
“vate their diftrefs, Wouli_l be much .ofiener detected.

I do not ‘mean to-calumniate.-any man, or accufe any-
individuals, of enormities which would call forth the exer
crations of fociety, if the perpetration of fuch nefarious
‘proceedings could be legally proved againft them: the‘
-exifting laws of the country; fo ably and virtuoudly ad-
miniftered bv the noble perfons.who prefide in our tribu~
‘mals, are fully competent to punifh fuch high mifdemean-
ors ; but it unfortunately happens that there are too many
implicated in'the crimes T have enumerated to give a rea-
{onable hope of deteting thofe deteftable vultures whao
devour the Jamifhed, carcafes of their fellow-creatures.

Unfortunateiy for the community, there are fo many'

partxclpatmg in the profits refulting from engroffing, re-

-grating, foreftalling, and monopoly, that convictions, in

{uch cafes, are. extremely rare in our courts, .and have in -

" but too many inftances been found almofk impraéticable.

- Can it be fuppofed that the farmer, who receives an .ad-
'vanced pnce ‘for his produce, will quarrel thh the mono- _
polifer who gives fuch advanced price ?  Is it reafonable .

V to fuppofe that the wretched tools of the latter will -im-

‘ '~7bmcb, much. lefs proﬁcute, theu employers"‘ And how'is
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it poﬁible to convi&k the- culpnts, when fo’ many are bene-
fited by their delinquency ? : .

- But," howeyer obvious thefe abufes ‘may be, yet it muﬁ
be obferved that great care muft be taken in e{’cabhfhmg
controuling. regulations, in order that the fpirit of enter-
" prife may receive no- check, -or-the natural ftimulus to in-
‘duftry. be diverted or interrupted; on the contrary, addi-
tional encouragement  muft be held out to promote huf-

~ bandry rather than arreft the arm of induftry by multlply-

ng penal flatutes, agamf’c the due enforcement of which

{0 many “obftacles are thrown'in the way: the great dif-

ficulty, therefore, is-how to draw the line between Jegal-

profit and public plunder. My aim s to afford the former
-a wide field to range in, ‘and to render me latter 1 unprac—
ticable. by removing the temptation: :
A wide diftin¢tion certainly exifts in laymg reftraints
on articles of prime neceffity, or on commodities peculiarly
denominated mercantile ar ticles. The one is effential ta
-our emﬁ:ence, the other rather miniftering to our luxury.

‘than fatisfying our natural _wants ;- yet to meddle with
-gither, in a free commercial [tate, is, T confefs, vexy dan-
‘gerous.. - It cannot bevdcmed, however, that the axiom {o

generally adopted of every {pecies of trade, whether in ar-

-ticles-of the firft neceflity or thofe of luxury, finding their

own level, has been pradically proved fallacioas, and lefs
folid than we could. poffibly conceive, from the {plendid
talents of thofe who laid it down as an incontrovertible

poftuiatum.  However impolitic or -anti-commereial it

-may. be.to lay reftraints on manufaures and trading

commodMes, it will ‘never be denied that the articles ef=
fential to the exiftence of every individual -in the ftate

~ought not, nay ‘cannot, come within the general rule of
finding its ewn level. The pra@uce of our a11ceﬁors -

18
validate the poﬁtxon, and our ﬁatute-books bear mdu«»
bitable teﬁlmony ap‘amﬂt the pra&xcabxhty of fo erro-
neous a maxim. :
In this age of polztme/}, or, we may thh more truth

wwiite; in thls age of hc,entloufnefs, when no other feale

of merit ‘or vireue exifts bt the depth or breadth- of the

purfe, empty praife has little efEcacy, and app/aufc thh—
out prqﬁt opex ates but caldly on the human mmd o

Prolnms Zaua’atm, et cz/get. o '_ o

The only emulatxon now prévailing- is, not who fhall
confer moft benefit o, »bu-. who fhall become the ncheﬁ:

‘man iz Iis country! “Thofe whofe heads and hea;ts'
would otherwife reflecr honour on the kmgdom are un<

happily tainted with fordid avarice, not fo much' arifing
from a depraved mind as a'bending to the mania of the
times and a. childith predxle&xon for the poifeﬂion of
fplendid trifles. ‘ ’

The ex:ﬂ:mg abufes 1mner10uﬂy call on the {‘cxong arin
of government for aid and 7edrefs ‘and 1n an efpecial de-
gree for rendering the conveyance of articles of the firft
neceflity to the hands -of the confumer lefs cm:mtous.

- The number of middle-men between the ag1 1cult unﬁ and

the confumer fhould be lefiened, all contralls ‘and fales:

of grain and 'cattle,.as well as other atticles df frock, thould
“be invalid, unlefs made bond fide in the open market %,
and the corn infpetors® law’ thould be fully enforced, in

~cafe of any violation of that 'f’mtute. Prxvate mtere{’cs
muﬂ: not- be permitted to ftand in competition with thc; .

"% We are well affured that there are a number of ver_; opnlcnt perfons
who have enteréd into contrads for the purchafe of corn and cattle for.a
certain uumber of years; and, coniequentlv, if'a plcnmul year enfues, the
public can derive no benefit from-fuch a blefling, as the market i is governs
ed by thefe gentlemen, who find means moft ﬂmmf.fully to evade the
law' -
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» _has‘been, fully demouf’crated
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pubhc welfire, and appr ehended evils ought never to sm-.

pede the ledxefs of thofc aheady exlf‘cmg ‘but my plan
‘does not extend to compu Yory fales, Sr ﬁxmg a maximum
on. the amcles of fubﬁﬁence. My object is to recom-
mend a fyf’cem for ploculmg voluntary, regulal, and
fpeedy fupphes, and to point out plans which may ulti~
mately prevent the fendmg fuch nnmenfe fums out of the
kingdorh for the purchafe of foreign grain..

The mefﬁcacy of laws to compel farmers to bung thexr

orraln to mar ket, withouf makmg it thelr intereft to do {o,
to refort: to ﬁmllar mea-
{ures, therefore, Would be as inmdxcxous as Jmpra(?ucable
But the evil does not entxrely arife from the farmer with-
holdmg fupphes; - The mifchief is only half removed
when he has fairly and properly brought his grain for
fale; a great number of rapacious agents are permitted to

ﬁep in between the farmer and the confumer, all of whom

ﬁruggle for a profit, whereby the price is {fo confiderably

' enhanced as to. place bread almoft entirely without the

Thefe leeches fhould be fhook off.
The ﬁ:ate engine will work with ‘moré freedom when-its
machmery bécomes lefs complex.

‘The progxefs of fociety has placed mdwxduals in new
- fituations ; and when fuch new firuations ftimulate the

reach of ‘the poor !

- coryupt part of the community to take advantages which -

-are found to militate -againft. the public weal, it impe-

- rioufly demands légiflative regulation and, controul, efpe-
cially when fuch regulations may be adopted as are not - -

repugnant to long-eftablithéd poffulata, and when a con-
troul may be affumed perfectly confiftent with conftitu~
_ tional freedom. Agrlculturlfts, however, mult riot be
coerced, nor thould thelr'opelatlons be checked by addi-

tional penal dxfcouraoements remuneration for increafi ing,

ra.ther than - punifment for Wlthholdmg Jupplies, {hould

15

be held out to that defcuptxon of men; but t/aat clafs Qf
pctjfom, who ac as mere dr ones, and devour the flores ef~

- {ential for fubﬁ{hng the induftrious part of the commu-~

nity, fhould be wholly caft out of the national /awe. o
Expcnence has fully evinced that our fyftem of corn
hws, or rather xecruhtxons, havc been L,rroneous——-a dif=,
felent fyftem is indifpenfable; but temporaly expedxents
cannot effeCtually prevent flagr ant abufes, or controul.ava-
rxce. In mahgnant difeafes, powexful remedxes alone
can effe@® radical cures corrupt minds are wholly in-
flue nced by fordid conhdelatlons, and, in human mﬁ:xtu-
txons, fome attention muft be paid to the maxims as well

as morals of the people. If avarice cannot be controuled,

1t ﬂlomd at leaft, be turned. mto a channel Where it may .

ghde along wizh and be purified 4y the. ftream of. public
uiility.

mtemal rectitude points out the duty he owes fociety. But,
“alas ! ‘when we reflect. that the virtuous part of mankind

confift of a fmall minority, and that the plxvate interefts,

intemperate paﬁiom, and felafh principles of individuals of
almoft every rank, difpofe them to take advantage of other
men’s warts, and turn tHeir capitals to the beft account, it
{urely be comes an object well worthy legiflative fpeculatlon :
(if I may be per m:tted to ufe me phrafe), whether a fyftem
of prweut:on, in our prefent predicament, Would not be
preferable to one of pzmz//)menl -

-~ Public tr tzngm[lzty is the grand d/'dm atum of all laws
in a_jfree flate, and, when once cftablifhied, fhould not be
difturbed by refined fpecuhtlons rvpugnant too often, to
fom‘d pelicy and. demr»bought experience. The fecurity
r.he laws afford every ‘man to.enjoy, in the moft ple~
nax'v and unque{’cloned rn'mner, his own earnings, and the

entire pxoﬁt of his labour, mhﬁ Be held facxed {o long as

The anevoIent, the difinterefted, and the truly
~ wirtuous man, ﬁands ‘not in need of penal reftr ictions ; his

‘
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‘it fhall be found confiftent with public welfare: thofe

employed in tillage {hould, above all, more peculiarly be-

come objects of public favtm and prote&xon ; but thofe,
of Whatcver denommatlon they may be, who ftand be-
tween that defcription of men and the body of the people,

‘making the former inftruments for opprefling the latter, .

certainly merit execration more than proteﬁwn. To thefe
principles government fhould dire& their attention, ‘and,
by a retrofpective view -of paﬁ evxls, devife means for
‘ guardmg againft future mifchiefs. :

And upon thefe prmmples alone can we look for a cure”

of the evils refultmg from engrofling, foreftalling, regrat-
 ing, and monopolies.
“cankered branches, the utmoft c1rcumfpeé’non fhould be
ufed, that the trunk receives no injury. The conftitu-
tional liberty of the, fubJeé’t muft, in all cafes, be-held fa-

cred ; individual privileges, however, muft not be permited .

to eéxift -in violation of public utility ¢ but; happily for the
pe0ple, a conflitutional redrefs i is at hand, by a recurrence

-to the prallice of our anceﬁms in times .of dearth, withe.

out endangermg the liberty of the fubject. -
* Monopolies in’ the body-politic may be Compared to
virulent ulcers in the humanframe; but they muft be era-
dicated by lenients rather than corrofives, the application
of which may def’troy the . found parts ; and thus, in at~
“temipting to relieve the fubje& from a great evil; we may
pull a much greater on hls head : but temporary remedxeb
have ever been found inefficacious in preveuting facti=

tious fcarcity—a permanent plan muft be adopted, com-
petent to defeat individual raoaaty The pubuc pune
alone can '1cc0mph{h the utter extinction of puvate mo-
nopoly, and to this end the vigorous efforts of govern-
ment fhould be direCted, rather than to the ena@mg of
addltlone.] penal {’catutes. : : :

But in our endeavours to ftrike off

- : 17

“Thé experiencé of ages has fully demonttrated the in.;j
If the legiflators -

of antiquity. had attéided miore to the ‘prevention than’

punithment.of crimes,  their Ayltems hid been. lefs defec~ ‘

tive. - They ought rather to have encoulaged the pméhce

v Qf virtue, _by pecuniary rewards as wel'l as honourable®
“diftin&ions, to thofe in particular who conferred benefits
on’ their fellow=citizens, by ‘the bmebol&hbé v ra"th'er than -.

the fplendsr of their altions: . Draco’s fanguinary fyften’

~ engendered more crimes than the more lenient code of

_ Solon.  Multiplied punifhménts have ever been found'

f
i
{ expedience of multiplying penal laws. .

of virtue than a wellstimed diftribution of rewards to-
" thofe who have deferved well of their country:  Men of
great and exalted minds may find the higheft gr'étiﬁcation :
in the'applanfe of their country, the eréCtion of a ftatue,’
- or.the profpect of having their names tranfmitted. with
| honour to profperity : but, alas | how few of that defcrxp-
* tion‘are to be found among the multitude ? :
- But itis not in dete@ing and pumfhmg listle crunmals
that great crimes are prevented:  The beft fecurity a ‘%ate

can have for the morals and virtue of its fubjecs is to

t_ies, and ‘blend thewm fo intimately together, that the one
‘cannot be-practifed without promoting the other. Thefe
are ;the‘fnndamental‘ principles of the Chinefe govern--
ment. ‘That wife and ancient flate is, perhaps, the only
nation on earth who has engrafted a regular {yftem of~
rémuneration in . their conflitution, which conne&s the -
pr ofpenty of the individual with'that of the ftate fo happl-

: ly,"th‘.at, by a ﬁngle motion of the grand m'ichine, one and
the fame operatlon is performed on both. Surely the
pnnmple and the practice may be fafely adopted 'by. our
country without innovating exifting laws or eftablithed
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maxims. .~ T he pohcy of a great, enlightened, and moft

ancient ftate® may be well worthy- imitation ;- and -it

can be no dégfadation of found Britith fenfe to incorporate

amelioratipng fyftems, . emanatmo from Chinefe wildom,.
in our code ; nothing on earth can equal the cultwatxon'

of that fine empire ; and cultivation, without every pof-
fible encomaﬂement, could never have been brought. to

fuch perfection in that unequal country, withaut the high-.

eft poffible rc;muneratlon following its 0perat10ns.
A great deal has been faid and written on the/utility-of
hounties on the exportation of corn, which were originally

granted in order to prevent loss to- the agriculturift in a-

plentlful yeax. This was certainly a wife expedient,’and

very properly reforted to for the promotion of tillage.-

But it unfortunately has happened that this plan, like many
other wellzintended regulations, carried with it an evil un=

forefeen by the original promoters—for no proyvifion was -
made againft {eafons of {carcity, inafmuch as the fuper-

flux corn ought rather to have 'been referved in -public
granaries, agrecably to the praice of other European
rnatlons, and even our own anceftors, =~ e

* By granting bounties on exportation, without either hn-
miting the quantity, orreferving in public granaries. g fuf=.
ficient ftore to, check monopoly, and guard againft fearci-

ty, very ferious mlfchxef has enfued; it has held cuta Dait
for. rapftcxty tocatchat, a and thrown temptatlons inthe way

of the capitalift that were 1rxeﬁf’nb‘e —And-when thisde~-
feription  of men once tafted ‘with how much facility-

princely fortynes might be acquired, they foon became
callous to, other men’s complaints ; propelled alone by {for-
did views, thgejy {hut their eyes as-well as ears. again.ﬁ. all

# The Tart’m, \\ho conquercd Chma, were fo ﬁruck \nth 1tg “wife

Jaws and beneficent mﬁxtutlons, that they ‘miade_no. mnouauons whatever

inthe gO\ cmn)ent.
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“noral and religions precept e;ztrc;zcbzzzg themfelves behind

{uch barriers as legal artillery could nevér reach.—Thus

the price of wheat was gradually enhanced, and, what wis

~ougmally intended ‘as'an encouragement and reward for

fuperior exertions in tillage, became in fict 4 vexv oxeat

‘and almoft mfuppox table burthen on tnﬂ people——tendmcr

* more to. check the popuhtxon of the country than any
‘other caufe. -

Nor was this all—the t‘for‘rmﬂeféhant', fot the fariies,
for Whofe fole benefit the ineafare was mtended became

“entiched in years of pienty by his unmenf e eﬂq,ortq, Wlth~L
‘out any very material advantages 1efu1tmg to the cuhxva—
‘tor of the foil, whofe additional proﬁt, arifing ﬁom the
“bouitty, was only fixpeiice per bufhel; and in ye'-xs of _
fcarcity, the iiterchants, by unportmg forelgn grain, aCd ,
‘quired imiienfe profits at the expence of a famifhed mul-
"’tltude, withott a ﬁnglc beneﬁt refultmp' to avrlcultl ,
rifls I—Thus a body of men, whom the leglﬂdture lather
iz‘o’erated than. e;zcouraged ﬁepped in betwéen the bufband-
wan and the conﬂ:mer, reapmg advantages, mtended to
‘confer general, not partml benefits : and thas avarice. con-

verted the plenty of one year to pnvate emolument, =

e _ftead of general relief, through an overﬁght in' the legifla-
“‘ture, who ought to have guarded againft rapacity, by re-
‘taining a part of the furplus corn of a plentlful year, at a
Tow inveftinent, to meef future exigencies. "By negleé’cmg '
fuch a pxovxﬁon, the hberahty of the lecnﬂatur(, has’ onIy
*“tended to promote the {ordid views of monopohf’fs, who
have unhappuy feized the opportunlty of aggrandlhng
‘fhemfelves at the cxpe/zce of the pué!zc. ' :
R (. mdy be aﬂeged thus willit ever be in all human mr
fitations'; the private vices of mankind, like pernicious
- infeéts, gnawing the roots of the moft flourithing p]ams,-

will ever deftroy regulations, however e\:cellent and: well
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intended. Itis certainly a melancholy truth, that the wifeft
laws are oftcn plo{htuted to the vileft purpofes. “When
expenence therefore has ptoved the inefficacy. of one
mcafure, we ‘muft refort to another; and the one moft
likely to pxoduce beneficial effe@ts feems to me,- that in-
- ftead of bounties on e\pouatlon, bounties on produstion
ﬂlould rather be glanted '

- Bounties on produ&xon Would only Operate as a ﬁnrrle

tax, while bountles on exportatlon certainly become (as

an ingenious and excellent author* has truly obferved)
a double tax on the. people at lar«e ~and this affer-
tlon is demon{trable when we conﬁder that we pay 5s.

pe1 quarter for the allowed bounty, and dgam our propor= .

tion of the enhanced price of wheat in confequence of the
meafure; and when the quantlty exported in plentiful fea-
fons 1s 1dverted to, which, within the laft twenty years,
has amounted to twelve hundred thoufand quarters, the
bm then upon the people, ‘becomes enormous !

If the po[mlatlon of the country has increafed in fo
gxeat a degree, that its produce has a@cually been found
madequate to the people S fubﬁﬂence, the remedy is hap-
plly at hund——mme land muft 11nmed1ately be enclofed for
cu]txvanon But if, on the minuteft mve{‘cwanon, thedearth
{hould be founo to orlgmate in private avarice, the: coffers
of government are alone competent to defeat the moft for-
Partial eftablith-
ments. may meet with powelful compet:tors ; and even
compames, founded on truly patriotic principles, may have
to contend with avax icious legions ; but government alone
“can - defeat monopoly, not by addltronal penal ftatutes,

nnd'xble and . extenﬁve combmatmns

whtch can never be enf01 ced while fuch numbers partici- .

pate in tne cr nne, or rather the praﬁt: refulting from zt,

R Dr A, Snnth, in Ius Inquiry into the N'\ture and Caufcs of the \Vealth
ot Nations, -~

- ¢ operation than one . on exportation.

21

but by meetmg the evil in- a due& and manly man-
ner.

And the only mode to eﬁ'eét fo faluhry a purpofe is
by a bounty on produ&xon, The people cannot heﬁtate;
between a voluntary grant and a compulfory tax, - A
bounty on production is a valuntary grant; a bounty on
exportation, on the other hand, operates as a compulfory
tax on the whole nation. The woxds of the great author
(named .in a preceding note) on this topic. deferve moﬁ:
ferious attentlon—they are-as follows :—¢¢ To enccuratre
¢ the production of any commodity, a bountv upon pros
T du@tlon, one would mnglne, would have a more direct
It Would befides
e nnpofe only one tax upon the people, that which thev
‘ muft contrzbute in ordet to pay the bounty Inftead of

« razf ihg it Would /ower the price of the COH]andltY’ll‘l the

K% /Jome market, and thereby, inftead of impofing a fecond.
“tax upon| the people, it might, at leaﬂ npart, re pay. t‘lem
< for what they had contrzbulea’ to the ﬁ; /i Bountxes on
z plodué’txon, however, have been very rarely granted
« The prejudlces eftabhihed by the commelual fyﬁ:enl
¢ have taught us to beheve that national wealth arifes,
“ more 1mmedlately from expartatzon than fr rom prodm‘?zon.
< It has been more favoured accordxncrl} , as the more im--
¢ mediate means of. brmgmg money into the countxy
z Bountles upon produé’uon, it has been faid too, have
¢ have been found by expenenee, ‘more hable to frauds
¢ than thofe upon exportation, . How far this is true I.
¢ know not.- That bounties upon exportatza;z have been
“ '1bufed to many Jr audulent ])urpafes 18 'Very: well known.” k
< Butitis not the intereft of merchants and manufa&urexs,
6 me great inventors of all thefle expedxents, that the home
F< may ket {hould be o‘llerj/i’acked with then goods, an event
C 3 o
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¢ which a bounty vpon produﬁzon ngbt fometimes .occa-
s _/' fon:- A bounty upon cxportatlon, by enabling them to'
& fend abrodd the /ur_plzm parts and to keep up the price of
¢ what remains in the home mﬂrket, effeCtually prevents
- ¢ this.  Of all the expedients of the mercantile fyftem ac=
« cordingly, it is the one of which they are the fona’ eft.
¢ have known the different undernkers of fome p"trtteular
s works agree przvately among thetnfelves to give a
¢ hounty out of their own poekets upon the exportation of
¢ a certain prot,ortwn of the goods which they dealt in,
¢ This ‘expedient fucceeded fo- well, that it more than
4] doubled the przw of their goods in the bome markety not-

L thh{’tandmv a vely conﬁdetable zncrea/e in the j)rodu;e, o

¢« The operatlon of a bozmty upon corn muﬁ have been
. Wondel fully different, if it has lowered the money- pI'JCC
¢ of that commodity, So'nethmg like a bounty upon
s¢ produition, however, has been granted upon fome par-.
¢ ticular occafions. The tonnage bounties glven to the
s¢ white- henmo and wbale fitheries may, perhapo, ‘be con-»
¢ ﬁcle1 ed as fomewhat of this nature ; they tend dneé’dySl

« it may be fappofed to render the goods cbeaper in tbe
¢ home-m arket than tbey oiherwife would be.”’

“The 1egxﬂatme capnot balance between paying our own
fuhje&s a bpunty of a few hundred thoufand pounds, or
fending as many mlllxons out of the kmgdom for forelgn
glam,-efpecmlly as the countneé} ftom whence fuch im-
menfe quantities have been 1mported take few ar t]cles of
Br m{h malwfaeture in return; “America excepted who
‘neverthelefs has not mcreafed bcr orders for By 1t1{h com
n,odmcs, in confequence Of our purchaﬁhg her xuperﬂuous
Wheat or ﬂou‘. " o '

Tne greﬂt authox:ty & tlnt at the clofe pf the laﬂ: feﬂion

# Lord leexpool,,",l,. :
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of parhament demonf’crated our 1ecent impottations to ‘

have been no lefs than. 7oo,ooo qu’trters of grain, for
which we pa1d upwards of 5,6oo,oool f{erlmg, is unquef—
tlonable. This cucumﬁance muft operate very powex-

fully on the mmd of every th;nmng mian, A 1(31)€tlt10]1 of A

fuch dear bought fupphee muft end in ruin I ,
Ewery ftate, indebted for ful)ﬁl’tence to other countr 1ts,

vgraduallv declined ; their current {pecie by degrees’ difap- -

peared, and their fubvel ﬁon quu.lxly followed " Innume-

able examples, both aricient and’ modern, may be 'ul(luced
from lnﬁorv to prove the vierity of my. pOﬁthn. To guard
agamﬁ fuch future emiflions of Wealth for amcl' s of con-
fumptlon is an obje& of the hlsrhe{L import to the flate.
Thofe who poffefs the powér have, T ain perﬁnded like-
w1fe the .nclmatlon to, aéloPt every falutary precaution ;

and poWer aiid inclination can never be more beneﬁcmlly B
exercifed than in remed) ng ﬂagrant abufes. Every plan
propofed . thould meet- with a candid inveftigation, be the -

projector ever fo mﬁgmﬁcant. ~ The greateft difcoveries
in d1ts, and Toirie of the moft valuable 1mprovements in the

_fcxences, ‘owe their origin to humble and obfcure indi- o

vfdua“lk btft Were neVer deemed lefs valuable on that ac~
count. o . -

¥

1 fhall theref"ore, Wxthout futthel cncum'ocunon, pro=
ceed to ﬂate my, plan for: permanent relief, omeé part of

,whxch is to pay a. bounty of  five - {hxllmgs per quarter .

upon the firft two milliohs of quarters of new wheat that

thie ialmexs ihall bnng to, aid, bona ﬁdc, difpofe of, in

open: mm"ket in their refpe&xve vieinity. And no grain or
other fpemes of provifions {hould, on 4ny account, bé per-
mltted to e fold, or any contm@c whatever 1elatmg to
gram or other fpemes of pr ovifions be deemed valid, but

fuch as are ‘made with the titivoft pubhcxty in the- open
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malket*, And, to prevent monOpoly, it would. be ad-

‘ vr(eable to fuujc@c all grain (if not other prov1ﬁom) to the

operation of. the exuﬁ laws / However unpopuhr fuch a
when We 1eﬂeé’t on the rmmenfe

,'advamagea likely to emmate fr om the meafure, I feel no

drﬁiculty in fubmittmg the propof"d to ]eglﬂatwe conﬁde-

‘ration ; for, wrthout regular retums of the ﬂock in hand v

and the fales made in the ufual manner that other excrfed
commodrtles are fubjﬁ‘,&(ﬂd to, abufeo vnll preva11 and ul-

.nmately counteraé’t the beft dlgeﬂ:ed plans and moI’c

judicious fy{’tems. And 1f any grain. fhould be i im properly
hoarded by. purchafers for {elfith purpofes, and withheld

from the confumer for a grven time, then fuch purchafer

thould incur the pcnaltres of cngroﬁinq? &’c.; v

' It womd be f feen in a fhort fpace of ‘time Whethel the
And if it {hould happen that
wheat, by the adoptlon of thrs meafure, (of whrch there

’dearth is real or faotmous.

* A dc cr ee of Dubois, the prefe& of the poh(.e m Pans, is- well Worth
attention on this fubjedt. -+ 7 o - .

Foreﬂt\llmg and regrating having prcv ailed thele to an a]armm« extent,
it was decreed ¢ That the ‘dealers’are enJomed or due&ed to carry. their
¢ cattle’ duealw to the nml«.et bhally and. not to fe}l them €lféwheres on any
“ account, under the penalty of h'wmg the caitle conﬁfcated, and a’fine
s of QOO franks. Rutchers, under the fame penalh, are prohxblted from
“ buying or gwnvg earneft for cattle to the dealers in ary other place than
¢ openty i in the mar ket. The dealeérs, on their arrival at the market, {hall
(&6 dea[a,e an(l ;E‘rzﬂez the number of heads of cattle they have: tofc/l and
& pangé them in'falls appxopnated fox the d\fferent kinds of cattle. Each
¢ dealer fhall. mirk his own cattle, and,- on no account, fuffer’them to be
¢« uu\erl with thof’c of any. other

-

C e

“ pot qu\L LhCm belpre the fzle-and delnc:y The markets to open- dnd

¢ clofé, by found of bell, on fiatéd hours. Before the hour of fale the in-

s I‘pec’tor ﬂmll dkamine. 111 mttle, to fee w hethex lhey be fif for confump-~

o see

¢ tion. I\o cat(le ﬂmll be fold ocfo re the ci/wmng, or.after the, c]q[e, of thg

Cae m'nkcte, und(r (he penalt) of (onﬁfcatmn, and a hm, ot 50 ID'II‘](S on

o~

¢ cach of thé Gffenders,” The catte not difp .ofédof fhall be képt in thée
& gells of the nmlcet -place, and expofed to fale the ncxt day, three hovxs

e

e bexOlL the opemng of the market, o s

f:", ;er

- Each fhall Temgin with his ﬂoc],, and

cannot remain a doubt) fhould be reduced to 605, p.,r
quarter, in that cafe I thould humbly fubmit. that goveri

ment ihould become purchafers of at Tleaft two mrllvon

quarters.of wheat, to be ftored in pubhc grananes or. ma-
.gazines, agleeablv to the pra(?uce and cuﬂom of’ mzmy'
European "tatcs, in order to meet future exrgencres. ) By
fucha ﬁep no lofs wourd bc hkely to enfue to government
ultunately but if any did accrue, it Would cer t'mﬂy bear
no proportlon to the m;fch]ef of expatuatmg fuch 1m-
menfe fums, as we bave been recendv drlveu to, 'md whlch
can in no Way find their VVEl)f back to this. country ’

The natural wants of -agriculturifts, and th e conf’tant
demand on them for. Cdl‘lent ca{h adoed to the operatroq ‘

of the. extlfe fv[tem? wrll nqturaliy compel tnem to fend
thelr remajning ftock to  market,.. th lf Uoveunnent
fhould n the outfet, be Iofels, by purch'tﬁnor at'a. hloher
price than grain can be purchafed for i in fucceeding years,
the public - would in fact receiye an ample eomv)enfatlon by
fuch fubfequent 1edu6’uon in the price of grain.

And by ;way of - eluc1dat10n, let us. fuppofe that go-
ve 'nment thould be compe]led to purchafe corn at even a
higher average price than fixty {hlllmgs per quarter (ex-—
clufive of five fhlll’mgs per. quarter bounty),-—ff>r the firft

A b

two mxlhon quarters of corn the aggregate would ctmount

to fix 1n11110ns anda lnlf whlch on a fuperhcra} view, |

may. appear enormouﬂy '1ddmg to our emﬁmcr bur thens ;

‘but When it is conﬁdered that the two mllhon quarters of

corn/‘m the nands of crovemm\.m wpuH in times of
deart 1, amplv rumbulfe them, and, if a plenthul }tzn
fucceeded and it ﬂlould be deemed 1.eceﬁ"¢11y to fell the
cornin their hands to prev ent datnane, it rs 1mpoﬁrble e

" .lofs could be egual to the extra expe;zce cvely individual in

the ﬂate incurs in the, years of fcarmty s and. this i is demon—

'_frrable, when we cmculate the 1mmenfe dlﬁﬁx cnco in the
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¢

recent phCCS of whedt, namely, from ﬁrty -eight to 41tz

bundred -and /! xty-engt f/’)z/lmgs per quarter,’ x‘nakmv ifr

the aggregate, accordmg to the loweft eftinate, upwards
of £ ifty millions flerling additional expence fo thé pliblic,

exclufive of the immenfe drdin of treafure cxported for -
farezgn fupphes. "The ongmdl ezpendltul e, or tather ad-

vance of two or three n‘ulhons by gover nment, would c oc-
cafion no ultimate lofs to fne fidtion, as they‘ Would, in
the operatxon, be beneﬁted iti a two-fold ' ‘degte éé, namely,

in the firft \mﬁamce, by the happy 1educ9clon of the pfice of

wheat; and fecondly, by the mioney enteting in this

Iz.mgdom, which would be agdin ditfufed among thie peo-

ple. Ina pohncal fenfe, therefore, fuch 4 iieafure could,

in no pomt of view, be coiifidered ds a nattonal ofs. T he
grand obje"’t i$, how to obtain the reqmred fix millions and :

a half in a way lefs burthenfomc to the pe0ple ?-‘-‘—‘Of that

1 ihall tieat hereaftel. SRR i

f the calculatxons of thie ableft 'mthors vwhio Have writ
ten on this’ 1mportant t0plc, and the very mtereﬂflng res
feznches of fhat noble and patriotic mf’cltution, the” Agri-
cultural Socxety, are accurafe, Tam warranted in aﬁ'ertmg
th'uf two million” qmrters ‘of iwheat is- equal to elght

weeks confumpnon or fupply for England‘ effimating -

the confumptxon of wheat in Encrland, iy owg yeéar, at
af)out twelve mllhon quartels, (for T WOUId tathér take it
atan una’er mtc in order to form fome probable data) bus:
Jf the calculation thould be found erroneous, 1t crxnnot ma«
terially affe& the fy”ﬁem 1 recommend and” it iy mdxfpen- _
fably 1leceﬁﬁry to adopt a owen ouantxty, to en’tble me ta
ground my obferv ations on a certain 50_/23 '

Letus take the populatlon of Lurrland at ten mﬂhé)ns, ‘

and fuppofe the average cor'fumptxon of' each mdmdu'll to
At i 8 ycar‘-

t‘xan wﬂl amount to, in nnkmg wholg numbers, W

i .

o7

‘millions of ouarters, of nmety fig mllhons of bu{hels, and

- allowing to-each“individual near tikélve: pounds of bread

for his weekly confumptlon the accelerated fale of ane-

S ixth of the entire quantify therefme muft, in its operation,

lower: the markets meedzate/y 3 'md the puvate want§ of
the farmet will haturalty infure fubﬁquent fupp[ze.r from
his remaining ftock in hand, fo that a conftant feduction
of price will be the nltimate atid mewnble refult of the
meafure. : : . A

“The expetice’ of management‘ of the publxc gr'murles or
magazmes of: corn, muft, for a time, Be fupportcd by go-
vernment ; but the nelghbourmg mamf’fl afes, ugreeabl y to
the prattice of 'other European ﬁdtes, {hould have’ tli¢
comroul of the bufinefs ; that is to fay,‘ the whole arrange--
ient fhould be under the direction of five jaftices of the
peace of the vxtlmly, ‘three of whom to form a’ qucu um,

in order to nge a legalfan&ion to -thieif meafures. Thefé

magifirates, aided by “certain eommlﬂioners, t6 'be nomi-,

nated for that puxpofe from among the nelghbourmg ifi-
Efependent freeholdexs, fhould be empoweled affifted by
the ¢orn- mfpeé’tdrs to make the purcbafes ; and the pay-
sent for fuch purchafes, as well as’the bouiity, fhiculd be
. ade; by orders for paymmt counterﬁgned by the towri-
clerks or under fheriffs of couities, upon’ “the’ ref’pe(‘iwe
YECEIVErs- gcnerax ‘of the counties, “Which orders {hould be
_madc payable to beqrer, in “order that’ fuch caffi o;dex‘s

~ might, for the convenience of farmers, be immediately ne-

gotiq-bl‘e, and tlie granaries fhould ke under the feals of
" three of" the five mﬂrces, the cor n—m{pe&ors, and four of

the” commlﬁzoners, Who ad duly quahﬁed ‘themfelves td-'

~ aék in'fuch cafes by an oath, &c. and the oﬁcer& q/ the s

eife;. 1o¢ether w{fh forneof the magxf‘cfa’.tew, commxﬂioners,
and c01n~1nfpet9cors, fhould, at'fited” penods, vmf ‘thef

' Pubhc magaz’meé of’ granal 1es of cbrh -aid ng fafe of fuch
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pubhc gram fhould take place without a /peczal ordcrof

- the ‘Privy Councily addleffed to the magdhates, &c. for

{uch purpofe. - :
"This mode of purchafe and- fale would plevent abufes,

and is conformable to the prdé’uce eftablithed in all fuch
ftates of Europe where corn is ftored in the publxc grana-
ries, which are always open to confumers, when the corn

' rifes toa given price, | in or der to give an eﬂe&ual check .

to prxvate extortion.”

. "The cafh orders are certainly plefm able to debentures,

aﬂd would be found as convenient and current among the

farmers as bank notes, and fave conﬁderable trouble to the

feller of as well as fhofe entltled o the bounty on corn,
and hlzewxfe be a favmg to govemment ; mor can it be
doubted but thefe cq/b-orders would float a long time in

cnculatxon as a very ufeful medlum whlch at Pcated pe-

nods? mlght be exchanged by gover nment for exchequer
bills, on very ehgl‘)le terms, and ina mode leaﬁ burthen-
fome to the pubhc. o , , v

" But if it thould be deemed more advantageous for go—
%zernment to raife the fum of fix mllhons and a half, in the
manner of a contraé’c or loan, upon the iffue of fix-anda,
half millions in excnequer bills, then fuch bllls fo iffued

’ {hOuld be denomma*ed the Com~Excbequer lels 3 and it

is more th'm probable that fuch a meafure would be only.

neceifnv the fir/? year, at leaft to the above extent.
Objeﬁxons may, however,, be made to, the fyﬁem of

bounue or premiums on produé’uon, from an apprehenfion’

of forcma 1mpr0per grain upon. the markets by anew in-,

'cemwe to avance but, to obvnte this. dn‘ﬁculty, care muft.

be taken by | thc a&um maoxﬁates, &ec. (feveral of whom,

| are ‘moft. certamly competent _]udges of what is proper’

weH threfhed mexchantable corn). that .no.. o1dcrs for-
bounty 1ﬂ'ue, or any pmclnfes be nnde, of 1mploper ax,

i
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unmelchantable grain j “and they fhould be -even armed
with a power to punifh any perfon brlngmg fuch for fale
to any of the markets ; and other ufeful regulanom may
be adopted to prevent frauds.” . :
But even the meafure of a, bou*lty or premium on thc
firft two million’ quarters of corn that fhall be fold in the
market, 1mmed1ately after every harveﬁ will be found in~
efficacious, unlefs an addltlonal number of corn mills are
ereCted in-all the market towns. Such” an additional
aumber to be proportioned to their populatxon ;- and thefe
‘mills.may be ereted at the public expence, or by a volun-
“tary {ubfcription of the mhabltants, Who will benefit, ina
very high-degree, by the general conveniences rcfultlng
from the ereStion of additional corn-mllls in’ theu‘ own
néighbourhood. ~
In all the fortified towns and cities on the continent, ‘a
~number of wind-mills are ereGted on their walls or ram-
parts, which are either the property of the ftate, and re-
‘tained to grind the corn from the public granaries, or let
on leafe by the magiftrates to pfivaté millers : the former

~grind the grain belonging to the government, the latter
grind the corn belonging to individuals, but both. are -

worked for facilitating the neceffary fupplies for general
confumption-on the eafieft terms, viz. about two per cent.
upon an average, which is generally pald by the poor in
kind, and in ca/b by the bakers. ‘Thefeare the cuftomary
tolls paid to millers in Holland Germany, Denmark
Sweden, and Ruffia, and the taking a higher toll would

* {ubject the miller to feveze ppnalnes 1 thofe 1efpec91ve
. countries. :

~In towns or cities-where there are no walls or ramparts,
or where they are not.of fufficient_extent to allow the

o ereﬁlon of wind-mills, water-mills are fubftituted, efpeci-

ally in countries intérfeCted. by a number. of ﬂreams aud
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canals, which; in many parts of Germanys Denmar I, and
Sweden, and in nearly all the towns of Holland, run either
through, or are contiguous to the towns and citiesin thofe
frates ; and ftreams, canals, and often rivers, facilitate the
inland convey'mce of grain on the eafieft terms.

_In-aurifland we poflefs the advantage of ere€ting corn-
nnlls, which may be worked by fteam, on the moft eligible
terms ; efpecmlly in the coal’ counties, where -fuel may be
thamed at a cheap rate ; and our numerous canals are
admirably «caleulated not only to fave expence inthe arti-
cle of carriage, but for the more f{peedy. conveyance of
wheat and flour to the great corn-marts of thé:kingdom,
imparting general advantages to tillage, infinitely fuperior
to what many other parts of Europe can boaft..

If therefore P numbel of additional corn-mills, to be
worked by wind, water, or fteam, were eretted in the
principal market-towns, particularly in thofe ‘market-
towns where the bounty-would become payable, an imme-
diate and efficient chzmde would take place ;- for W can-
not omit an- obfewauon (of which irrefragable ploof has
been, adduced), namely, that the public have to contend
with avarice from more than one quarter ; and after Provi-
dence has bleffed us with a moft exuberant harveft, and
even long after the farmer has difpofed of his grain. If
thlS {hould be the cafe, and indubitable teﬁamony has left

not a doubt of the exiftence of {o ferious an: evil, we are -

driven to fix -the &elmquencv on fome or all of thofe

_ claffes, who enhance the price of grain in-its tranfit from,

the farmer to. the confumer.

‘When we refle&, therefore, how few there. -are who

are proof armmﬁ pecuniary temptations, it fmely becomes
a duty. incumbent on our government to remove she poi-
fibility of extortion from the. intermediate agents, who fo

: «neatly enhance. the mceptne pm;e of gram to the con- |

s1.

fumers, wuhout confemna any real advantaores on feven-
_ engtbs of the Qr.gmal proprletors of that neceﬁ'ary and in-
dzfpenfable article of fubﬁf’cence.

That mfrangzlale clafs of men, the mzl[ers, poifefs anr '
uncontroulable power over. the markets under the prefent

‘arrangement ; and, where a power fo unlumted exifts,
‘abufes. too often prevail, efpeczallv When goaded by ava-
rice to pufh for the goal, to.which all ranks are fo precie
pltately driving. That the pubhc are injured by fome of
the members. of thls clafs (15 an mcontroverhble truth.
And what fet of men poﬁ'efs fuch advantaoes as the 1]’111-
lexs, lf they are dlfpofed to. avaxl themfelves of thelr pecu-
liar power over the m’ukets, To what caufe can the dif-
ference in.the prices of whent and flour be afcribed ? Have

 the millers ever furnifhed the public with a fair- CI‘ltCllOH to

lead their yddgmcnt on this. 1!1exphca,ble toplc ? If the ope-
ration is. nat grounded on manceuvre, let them aﬂign the

true caufe. T'he public have Iong fwallowed the noftrum ;

let them aﬁiﬁ in am,]yﬁng the ing 1ved;en,ts of {o_dc.ﬂ:z;uc-
t:ve a compoﬁuon , :

. We have mdxfpumble 'mthm ity for affer tmg th'xt fla-
grant abufes exift in thlS quarter under the folemn fanc-
tion of an oath ; for we need only advert to the depoﬁnou
of a gpnﬂ_e,mm * every way. competent to give a decided
teftimony on the fubje&t, V}ho, before the Cdm and flour
committee nominated fome few. years finge, depofed,
“ that {lour might be fold at eightpence per fack lower
£ than the average price of wheat (even’ allowing for the
*¢ expence of carriage),” and adding, ¢ that if corn was

< ground on the [pot, the difference might be fill greater ;7

qud it mult be.obferved that this gentleman’s teftimony

‘was the refult of ﬁxteep years’ experience, founded on -

Yery ¢ '.‘-xCC_,ura.te data. And he funher depofed <. that dur-

% Mr, S, Wyatt,
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“ mg o thefovere froftin the S(e'a‘rnl*;‘j Sg.t‘ie Albion Mills ac~
« tually fupplied the pubhc witli flcur at the rate of {'even

< {h1llmgs ‘and elghtpence per fack under the then avela«re

R pnce of wheat.”

Anothex gentleman of equal refpeé‘t'xblhty and veraclty,t
Before the fame cominittee, demonﬁrated thata few opulent

md1v1duals have the enure gutd"mnce or cotitroul of the mar= .

kets, and make what returns they pleafe to the meal—'
wexoners “and this evidence was confirmed by the produc-
tion of Well—authenncated décurherits equally ﬁrong and

. ’concluﬁve From. thefe premifes, we may fairly conclude ,
that the pubhc are either prCJUdICed by the millers, or that »

tnere are not a {ufficient’ numbet of corn-mills neceﬁ'ary

‘to anfwer the un1f01 m and conftant demand of an increaf-

Jng populat’:xon. ‘

Our deﬁcxency in corn- mllls muft thetefo"e, excite the.

greateft furp1 ife, efpecxally as the advantages of eredting
an addmonal humber; in ‘the vicinity of the canals, are {o

obvious ;' a meafure that ‘would tend gleatly to enhance

‘the valne of canal fhares, and, in a moft eminent degree,
promote the public welfare ; as, in “addition to the facili-
tating fupplies, the moft falutary confequences would en-

fue from their being fubjected to the vifits of the excife-of-.

ficers, as the people, in- confequence of fuch vifits, would
be guarded againft the danger of feedmg on unwholefome
and permctous mixtures, which are too often ground up
with the corn to incr eafe the profits of a rap sacious miller.

1 thall not, in this paper, treat on the prices of other

_ fpecies of provifions, for the obvious reafon that the regu-

lations; which. may be adopted for the more regular and
re’tfonable fupphes of wheat and flour, may hereafter,

with equal facility, be extended to procure every other ar-

. ticle of fubﬁf’cence on the mo[’c advantaqeous terms to the

confumers. - e R

. 83
But it is certzunly neceﬁ'zny to make fome obfervatxons
on the nnmenfe number of .acres of cxcellent land now

fuﬁ'ered to lic wafte in the )ze‘ry{qeaxt of a great and | opu-

A

lent klngdom. Why thls épathy has fo long prevalled or
rather why the obvious neceﬂity of avaxhng ourfelves of
fo capital a. refource, has not urged an’ earlier refort to

fo certain. an expedlent for Procuung add1t1onal fupphes,.

, excxtes the greateft furpx ife? ‘Butl apprehend the true ree;
'fon that can be aﬁigned for fo otherwife unpaldonable a
vneghgence is, that a oreneral plan of enclofure mlght, llke
jmany other falutary prOJeé’cs, degenerate into a mere JOb

and, perhaps, only open a more extenﬁve field for depre—

A datien ; as all combmanons of pnvate petfons, Whether\

_formed by a greater ora lefler number, for oood, or for
_evxl purpofes, have pelnlCIOUS .tendencies, and ultxmatelyr

operate (though under a differént denomxnatlon) as mo-

nopoly, either’ dneé’tly or 1elat1vely ; and as all combma~

-tions may be. converted to mlfchxevous meofes, when-

. €VET- ﬁght is loft of the ongmal motives which’ xnﬂuenced
then‘ formation, they ought not only to be carefull
‘avoided, but abfolutely difcour. aged B!
In fo momentous a concern as the brlngmg feven dn
elght millions .of acres of wafte land into a ftate of pro
dué’uon, the interference of government is obvxous ; 1;)orz.:

“wate emolument and pu[;lzc advantage are ‘not always com-

Pauble the former may be attendant o;z2 but feldom gene-

~ ratés the’ latter. A great ﬁate thould not delegate to pri=

z{ate operations, publzc meafures, Wthl] may be converted
to individual aggrandxfement! when general utzlzty alonc

’thould be the oftenfible and primary obJe(‘?t
. The wafte lands in th' s km Tdom would Qf themfelves ~
form a fplendxd prlnCIPahty, i propelly cultlvated and

brought to the produétlve ﬂate they are, capable of arr1v~
mg at; nature, feconded by art, would in 3 few ycar&
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‘ evrnce a. feruhty equal to the reﬂ: of the, 1ﬂand nothmw
but labour ancl means are wantmg to a,ttaln “that deﬁrable
cnd:- and for 1ts attamment, n the hlgheﬂ: perfeéhon, gO«
vern ment ﬂlould ﬁep forwald and Wlth a fof‘ermg
han@l lead to the accompllfhment of fo'" merlto 1ous a'mea=

. ‘ As enclofure '110ne, w1thout an addrtronal {’cock,

wherea? 1f government were, elther

fure '
wxll OpCl ate partrally ]
}n conyuné’tron with’ the proprreto1s, or by purchaﬁng
i' o waftes in fee (where it rmght be’ raé‘ueable), to take

them m then‘ own hands, and apportron out the Wafles m

‘rnioderate fized farms, Would become a refource tothe

:hatx’oh“of meﬁun ‘ble value, as well as a fource of ufeful

and produé’uve abour, equal to ﬁfty_ mrlhons, and- glve
employ to a m1lhon of fouls. that dre 4t prefent precluded
from honef’c means of exer tmo thernfelves, becaufe the‘y

ot

have no profpe& of ‘their. mduﬁ:ry meetm‘g 1ts ‘due’ ré-

,,, \; r/v“\

veayeany Arpmers

i If OV ernme t, m ado' tlng fuch a meafure, fhould make

' an arrangement to give’

ufeful a body oP

‘ of ouz‘f
en as agncultunl’ts, and even advanee fums f

AAAAA [ ERE R0

o7 ﬁfue izunared poum{s, m the nature of the exchequer
loans formerly made to the mercantlle body (only TeX~

térlthng the times of payment toa longe1 perrod or {hpu—

AR

s (EASREON A4
Ve o
- 13

ata given pe od m exoner atlon) in order to enable compe-
tent perfone to ;ﬁt out fuch farms, 1t would ultrmately pro_
mote an adé;tronal P¥ oduce of more than two- rmlhon quar-
ers of gram, excluﬁve of other artlcles of' fubﬁﬂ;enceq
And on the concluﬁon of peaee, fuch a fy{’cem mlght
furmfh employment for fome tho!urfand s of thofe noble
fellows that have fo aallantly fought qur battles n every

o

“l“a,,n, ; :
non on {hore, are often dnven mto forelgn l'ervrce

e el

féxl{ié Iof fhe moﬁ: valuable ?etty oﬂicel\s,

RS 7 Wiy

and
ronerd

as{ Rvell as thofe

’?"'I

oy ¥ ,'t‘

L

late to recewe merchantable gram at the farr market prlce, :

\rte Of the globe, who, for want of an honePc avoca-—,

L
, ﬂ‘Q i
m a more fupex ior fphere, often degrad;ed :??F re. t}le n,m{l:
> ZES 2 SEP : otel ikl ST L
or obhged to embrace fubo:rdmate flatxo ns: m the mer-
SRR PR INIRNA TSP P iad ¢ Ik ;,.H:
hants {crvice, to f)rocule bread for therr wrves ‘and chlld-

PTEBOT iR 0 Tmonnrir (eh O 0 VAl S iy s, (-

3 gyer any fet of men had a clalm on thelr country
RS QN

fuperior att 1tron, tlns is. the clafs._ When the legxons
of Rome had fougnt the battles, ancl bl:h n'gl, contluere_g}

RS RO K E v AR AR 2a¢

or the ﬂ:ate, they 1etu1ne(l not only lo fha e thelr coun-

Clliam, \,\'vuxnnk« A L B N LT
try s apIL)laufe, but its produce . the Io tnumph was
& SEEECPE N Foaoued WL i

grateful to the ear but an exuberar;t forl (a part.of Wluch

w IR 4 RS
vaas} therr own) enabled them‘to rehfh thofe {on s of trr-
ump‘l l——, ut ho 'dxﬂ?el ent alas! arc Our mod
[ IV IO RS § SIS AL

treated . Wrth achmg eye, and palplta rng heart, have I

ﬁ‘ I8 3
oiften\(behe d a brave youth, who, wrth Wounded bofom,
wiry - AL SRy i dild R DL IR VT EREE

_mutlla.ted body, has been doomed to exped] zf)at cha “.V

S OLGET EPN RS L

the tranﬁent paﬁ[’enger which. Ais mnate mode{ly

But I Wlll not dwell on fo mrferable

e el Todallods Gl s esataia

_a p‘l&ure the drgreﬂion was extorted by my-feehngs\,

R = R AR SOV E

bn 1ecolle6’cmg the clrﬂ’erent fpe&a‘qles our A l’rreets _t‘
oﬁen exhlbxt of the nature I have d picted..

ot ARy Y

Cor Xipih TR YRS

ted to agt iculture ;. but how many petty ofﬁeers, and fub«-

Py OS5 FRILor 1 (S 4 (i
altern gentlemen, would prefe bemg placed in fuch’ ellgr-
Ly SVOIGHH 2t ln\,ll)\”il SRS YR REDANS IS N Bax it

ble fal ms to the fcanty prttauce of 3 halfmpay allowance ;

UL RO F I iySs

and efpecrally thofe who are too proud to, beg, ancl
too honest to steal and yet must, when thexr flu s are

VOoniRisl

haid. off, or thexr regrments reduced, be dqrven to the . one

OYiLE, an fiL L o3

or, other. ‘alternatrve,,or rlo’oo_med to benold the\rr' mfant

—b; 1-\ B TO BT [RISTIEY

rogen wrrthm in the anrrs of co'n lcated mrfcr for
p ;glf)ty [y SR ng P pl y
W

t ‘of healthy and £ufﬁ<31ent nu(tument.x HOW coulcl
i i t 3 ’ - .
the wealth of the ﬁate be better lald out than in makmg

v a com'fortable plovrﬁon for fuch men, and thexr Well,.

EAUN VTS RS Tl ERR Vel
educated famxlres, ‘and, by To’ falutary an arrangement,
AT I B A B SO T e o

accompleh ‘In otle and thel’gme opexanon, thegrantude

d' pro ement of Great Britain? , .
k .. (ST N z.l -uu"- DRSS A r,;“x,_,_u“_u,_, Lo e
| D

ther i;eamen nor folqlexs are much addxc,'
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And how many worthy per\fons are there of other dea .
fcupttons, in every part, of the klngdom, Who would
gladly avail themfelves ‘of fuch means.to ef’cabh{h ‘them-
felves in rural comfort, who are perfe&ly competent 0
fuch- undertakmgsP Let Great Britain fet the noble ex=-
ample of colonzf ng ( (if I may be allowed the expreﬁion)
Ter interior wa ess a comparatively triﬁlng expence’ in
the - outfet will effect’ all the purpofes of increafed cultl-
“vation, “which will carry with it all the ot‘ler advantages
of pohtlcal oeconomy Extended empire. has a fonorous
{ound, only adapted to the ears of ambmous men butha,
compa& Well cultwated populous ate,” 1e_101ces the
‘heart” of thie ‘benevolent one; *In. this, favoured 1ﬂe the
ﬁ;:/i man in it is'more emulous of the chtef rank among
the latter, than the farmer defcrlptlon of human bemgs./ .
I unmenﬁty of terrltortal dominion denoted fhe power
ofa ftate, What 1deas of terror ‘would: be exc1ted on v1ew-
ing the Ruffian and Bzztg//z empires on -the fame map

and what admn‘atton muft the fuperwr pofwer of the Zgﬂér :

ﬁate ‘excite” in the beholderP But_to its compa ulefs,

l;ather tban 1ts extent, is that wondelful dlfl'erence to be _

afcribed’; and,” “when' our’ cu1t1vat10n is 1mprovecl to, the

‘ h:gheﬁ pltch of which it is capable, Butam muft become
as mvulnerable and opulent as wxfe lawe antl beneﬁcent
‘fyﬁems can po{ﬁbly render a country !

Before I dnfmlfs thxs fubject, however, I mu{’c beg leave
to tregt of the’ gteat utthty and advantage of boat-ﬁ{h—
erles, a refeurce well worth the ‘attention of govema
ment‘ When tbe convemence of our coa,{l creekq, bays,

~and rtvels are adverted to, the fcarmty and hlgh price of

ﬁ{h excxtes “1io fmall degree of fulprlfe a' and when we

onﬁder the excellence and’ nutrmous quahty of ‘the my—

rtads of 1h found on our coa{’cs, nd in our’ nvers, thei

wonder 1s conﬁderably mcreafecl ,--—but in th1Q artx;le, €t

-7

--’gt‘ollbrs;‘ &¢c. are found, as well ab in thofe alrea(ly énus
snerated: | The {carcity is in 4 great meafure imputable td
the warit'of a- gredter number of boats; and men properly
«qualified for coaft and river. ﬁﬂnnv I becomes an im#
portant objecty therefore, to give employment to an addis
tionalnumber of boats atid 1 men; for the mhore plentxful fup-
ply of'the markets with fith: SR :

- Toremeédy the. prefent defe& government fhould grant
a bounty-to a certain nurhbet bf boatowners, - wlto {hall
employ, the greateft number ‘of lioats, for coaft * ot Tivet
_ﬁﬂnng; -and “to fuch boatmen a§ fhall land the greateﬂ: ,
quantity: of frefh fith for confumption. Suchi'a’ bbuiity
would: unmedlately operate.as a ftimulus on’ hundreds;
perhapsithoufands, of well-quahﬁed ﬁ{hermen, and would
‘alfo become a powerful incentive to a vaft number of
other perfons to engage in the ﬁ{hernes. Nor: fhoukl go
vérnment {top here ;—boats ploperly fitted Gut; and all the

: requlﬁte.tackle for fithing in all fituations; with.the va+

rious apparatus neceffary to enfure fuccefs, fhould be ei-
ther lént; or fold on the eafieft “terms, to refponﬁble per=

~ fons, or fuch as could procure fufficient fureties for the

payment : Or 'rétuin of fich’ boats ; and: the ‘payment or
‘hire of fuch::bodts - fhiould be made at ftated and conve<
nient périods.. . The hire; or price of- lure of the boats
{hould’in fome meafute be regulated by the quantumn or
quality -of the- fith. caught by the hirer. A number of
able and mduf’trlous men ‘would certainly avail themfelves

~of fuch ehglble means of earning a f{ubfiftence; who have

not means ‘to" procure-a boat and the: ‘proper nnplements
for ﬁfhmg 5 and whena peace happtly takes place, many

“a brave feaman, ‘who may ‘be. averfe to hufbandry; would

gladly €mbrace ‘means of -earning a comfortable 'liveli-

‘hood on thelr own element on the: terms to wlnch I have
illluded S - ' :

‘b3

TN
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Tlxe exp\,mlmdr a few. thouland pounds ﬁ oré’e‘x;tg
ﬁt out an addxtxonal number of ;boats’ to.“obtamn u({: |
an. auxxlxary in- the; article:: “of {ubﬁﬁence, 1and £to ;-a
fray: the expenfe of a, botifity equwalent to, theit. fuccely;
- would,; in my- humble opiniong; become: a’ “veéry falutany
meafure,-.as it Would, jn: theHifk inftarice; sgive: en’lploy-
ment to a gleat number of, nduflrious men;. xwho: have
not, Luflicienit means; -to. eng@ge in a:line atteri(ledJWJth ar(; :
expenfe in the outfit nok; within - their competence,, af;d,
when it niay: be- apprehended -that. the: commoﬂ:ty :W:Fu <
not. for fomei time repay.the: coft-of ,outhits: and: yet-affose
a reafonablé profit. to; er*able the “fithergien: to. mamtam
thelr;famlhes. <Secondly, it would leffen thé confuthpnon
of -othér: artlcle‘; of fubfiftence, and confequently lQWex;0 ,
 “their ‘price, by the: occafional fubftitution of -an: arzclzle ot
food equally “palatable: ‘afid- iwhdlefome - And;-laftly,

would train up an: addxtlonal number of’ vifeful hands. for -

the fea- fervme, to’ aanet futiire: ex\genc;es ;i for;perfons
engaged evén in: river-fifhing foon becomte expert; fallci)l:s.
It may be. ilurlv concluded, thexefere, 'that iffuch: a
‘bounty: did not nmreafe Hational- opuleneey; if: would cer;
fainly-tend to augment: the funber’ of . that defeription l;)
perfons ‘on:whom its défence foi materiallytind: eﬁénha{ry
“depends.: It would likeivife-greatly alléviate. the diftre {;:s
“of the:pogr, . who. would be eirabled to accomplxﬁi the

'purcnafe’ of /a* nutritious: meal;of fith for oa; few pence; ,

when: tthf could:not. pl oclre:an equal welght’ T ﬂefh fét

Tt
&1

aitil G onL Lo sl it
as’ many fhillings. . ROT aniuing o B Lo Ll

7 Norlistfuch @ méafire new i p’rmmpler Jfor the tona:

nage-bmmtxes on the ~whale -and: wh1tas-lﬁerrn;,xg\ Aifheriey

“Were:fornded-on tlus, policy. =51t was: fuppefed; the bourty )
inithdfe chfes. tended diretly. to vender the articles:cheapér
than’ they, ‘could:otherwifé: bey and;erable. the adyentirers-

avourable ternisy
to engage n thofe Concerns vundcr more f;

rs.\
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proﬁtably ehgagéd in- thofe’ ﬁfhe‘nes, Who,‘

reafons, weré ‘enabled to conduct ‘thern on terx‘ns éf o
b;ie’ttel_‘ édlv‘ﬁntége than we poﬂibly could without' ‘tHé axd' :
8f fucli'a ‘Bounty! This a part of Our»capxtal was fer

. ﬁ]’llv employed in bungmg commdditiés - t6 mﬁrl{et, of

Wwhich " the 'price, without fuch- aid,” would ‘never “have
Tepald the cdﬁ: aﬁd the neceﬁ‘ary or o‘r(lmary proﬁts of

- frock: - Lo

- Tt otk fevEr el be tonfef’aed’ 'tllat tllxs ekc‘éllenﬁ,

meaﬁlre, hke .hany others, was greatly a*bufed ;Sal‘nch‘
larly m the hcrrmg—bufs ﬁ{hcrv, ‘and "an 1lnnienfe fum‘

fém prwafe ‘cotitributors wholly funk in- confequence. :
- How'thiy extxaordmmy failufe enfited is very dllﬁcult ()

account“for fiot 1§ it iy purpdfe to make any niq'ul‘i’y‘ :
ito t‘he matte1 . only take lEave to f’cafe the prmczple,

Wlnch was certalhly exoellent’, but failed ‘producing thofe

beneﬁmal e‘f’et‘}é it was {o Well calculated to éffure, not -

from’ Whthiral ‘But’ latsii’ caufes. Thofe who fupported fo
ficble atid” patl‘lOth a meafure were cértainly entltled to
oir hrglleﬂt élpplaufe 5 Whl]e thofe who perverted itto the
v’xlell: purpofesi ‘of rapacity and pnvate extortlon merit ex-
ecration © antl'perhaps, after ally advantage was tikeii of
the bount ty belng rathet‘ proportloned to the burthen of the

thir eby fln‘ong a’téimptation in the way of the otviers
to fit-out veffels for catchmg the &aumfy rather than the
1 filby for otherWlfe it 'wouild be impoffible to. account for ,
k ollr mdlﬁ'erent fhccefs ‘In thofe- fifheries, efpecxally‘ ‘when '
\S/e advert to the 1mmenfe advantage" Whlch the Hanfeatnc

Peconss



North Seas, but even on the coafts of .Iceland : our faxis‘-
ure. bemg the moi¢ extlao;dmaxy, as engagements in-exa

) tenﬁve ﬁfherles are pecuhaxly adapted to. the -genius. of a
_great mantlme f’cate. ' '

- But:in allowmg bouuncs on boats employed n coaﬂz ‘
and. 11ver ﬁ{hmg,iabufes may. be guarc]ed asramﬂ: by‘
makmg the bounty wholly depend on .the. diligence and;

) fuccefs of their managers rather than the ﬁze or outfits of.
the craft employed Our. own fubje&s may: be as ufcfully
‘and proﬁtably employed by this means as thofe of other

ﬁatesi? .and then e fhould not be driven to,impert Swed-
uh herrings, v vhen, uuder proper encouragement, - thou-.
a.nds mwht ‘be ufefully expployed in that profitable- and.
mof’c ufeful occupatlon on our own coa{’cs . To give:

{’creugth te my remarks, I wﬂl once more quote Dr. A :

- Smlth and give his own. emphatlcal words on- this im-.
por tant fubjeé’c - A boat fithery feems to be the mode’

‘. vof ﬁfhmg beft ﬂdapted to the pecuhar ﬁtuatlon of Scot-
¢ laud the h{hers carrymg the hexrmgs on fhore as faﬂ:

-

e g as they are taken, to be elther cm ed or confumed fre{ha
“ ,_But the, great encouragement which. a bounty of thirty-

€

«“ {hdlmgs the ton gives.to-the bufs- ﬁfhery is neceﬁ'anly

“a dlfeouragement to_ the boat—ﬁfhery, thch having.

v‘z.‘_.:uo fuch bounty, cannot bung its cured fith to market
“« upon ‘the f’lme terms as the bufs-ﬁﬂ‘ery The boat=
6 ﬁ{hery, accoxdmgly, wlnch before the, eﬁabhﬂlment,
“ of the bufs bountv, was very conﬁderable, and is faid.

“ to have employed a nurnber of feameu not, mferxor to,
¢ what the Dbufs- ﬁfhery employs at prefen’c, is now gone.

“ almoﬂ: entnely to decay-in; many parts.. af Scotlmd
] Dunug certain feafons of the yedr, henmgs make no. .
« mcouﬁdemble part of the food of the common peoplef

“« A bounty “which tended to. lower thelr price i the.
“ home marl.et mlght contnbute 3 gOOd deal to, thﬁ TG,

4
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% Hef of a great nurnbef- of our fellow- fubje&s, whof&

& cxrcumﬁauces aré by no means afﬂuent ERESIRI

, "This argument applies as well to the: whole iflandras o
Scotland and may extend to.every fpecxes of fith in their
proper feafons; eitlier in the fea. ot in rivers; and the
payment-:of thefe ‘bounties may be made in like manner

~ as-the bount,y payable on the corn; and the whole bufi= ‘

nefs placed in'a. fimilar way. under ‘the conttoul. of the:

: m'lgx{’crates in: the {everal. ncmmes to. whlch the: fith ent1—§

tled to, fuch bounty: may ‘be brought for fale. : «Or if it

" fhould. be ‘deemed too. minute and troublefome to the

country mag1f’crates, who. refide at a diftance from-. the‘.
fmaller towns.to: 'which fifh may be brought for fale;

- fome of the fubordmate members of the eivil e{’cabhfh-s
ment smay have'the ﬁ\permtendence of the bufinefs, fib-

- je& to.the controul. of the nelghbourmg maglf’uates, ‘who
fhould be authorifed, at ftated periods, to inquire ‘nto thexr _
operatxons, dnd. confirm or annul them. . ~

- -And if the corporatxon of the city of Loudon, Who
have on all occafions taken the lead where. true patnot-—
ifm-and g“euume benevolence called for theif civiciexer+
tions, were to- adopt :this eligible :plan - (if government
fhould decline an immediate interference),’ and fit out @
number of boats with the requifite apparatus,'in order to - '
procure a conftant and plentiful fupply for the metropolis
- on the terms I have prefumed - to recommend, it would

- eertamly throw an additional luftre on the nobleft city of

the globe, and might flimulate other towns and cities to
follow {o beneficial an example | Pexlnps many a fellow-
ereature, anxious to procure honef’t means of fubfiftence;
but unable, for:want of means, to accomplifh their good
intentions, might, ‘in. confequence of the adoptzon of thxs. .
meafure, be fnatched from inevitable rain.. SR

M fhould be founded in folemn truth that the pro«v
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tTu&mn of aur foil s ‘really” madequaie to itg popuIanon;
the plans I hive: ventuxed to propofe: muy merit ferios

wutf_‘en, fanctioned by authoritits. that on’ .every occdfiot
mer_xtﬂun,queﬁxonable credit, .it {hould ‘be found that  the
- {careity. i:s-fziﬂ‘z'iio\im;;-‘:it';Bec;om‘es ‘étfnfo‘bjﬁ’&_wé‘f “the highefl
: téhféqdedée to the ftateito adopt an ¢fficient ’fyﬁérﬁ“fdi“

terms ‘that. may p]ace them within their grafp.s Tét: ‘go=
verimént fully 111veﬁ1ga.té the' taufe:and develope the inyfi
tery of the deaith;: for myftery celtalnly exifts. inl fomé

their fpices; may have - fmmfhed Bm‘z_/;% awarice wzth
fefeftable precedent! - . = .. EOECERTR SR

‘qanous puces of ‘corn dnd other Articles::of- fuftenatice
from the. Norman. coniqueft o the prefent.zera;.to “whiclt:
I fhall add a fummary aceount,of thedevdral ftatutes ens
alted during all that period. for. 1egulat1ng the; prices And
fupplies of the (hff'elent {pedies of - plonﬁons,z and:alfoito.
reftrain and- pumfh englof’ﬁng, foreftalling; regratmg,
ard monopoly, as well.iliofe that have been:fince: repeals
¢l as fu(,h as are {iill ii force ;—in-the courfé¢ of Wwhicli
I have inter fper fed fome temarks ‘on the differehce in-the:
art ticles of living . from ‘the above peuod to the prefent;

and the remedies they adopted in:the-times of deir th, fome:
advantages may be dediced.. oL Gor

1 {hall only obferve that thxs part of ‘my- work is cotha
piled from the moft ‘authentic: public vecords and :the:

,ﬁated fxom whence . my mformatxon is./dérived’; toalk
which I have added fome ‘curious: fa&s, thiat may tend to
{how thc prodxg:ous mcreafc inthe oL ;

uarter" erhaps: the: :Batevian policy, in! the article of-
g p p Y

I fhall how pr oceed t0.an hxﬁoucal deduc?mn of lh?} |

time, by which, as well a$ the 1 maxims of ‘our anceftorsy -

ableft wnters ‘on_the fubjet, and - the-authoritics are Hlli

conﬁderauon.zbut if) aftér-all” that dias beer  faid’ énd .

fup‘puymg the people with theat t[cles of prinie eceffiry ort |
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THIS s xt'he: ﬁlﬁ\}mthentic account “weé! have of the 1123
&earth of corn fince the Norman conquef’c and mention

" hereof .is- thade by blfhdp Fleetwood in his Chlomcon .

Preciofum,, who, ﬁates that wheat then fold for 65. per R ERE
quartel, Wthh was certamly a prodigious prxce, when\ Yve
confider that the, qufval prme of corn, had theretofox" been -
25, a quarter, i.e. 6s. of our prefcnt money,' whllc 65‘
pex quarter ‘was, of: courfe,-equal to, 185 of our money,
and, if we conﬁder that the rate of hvmg Was t’hen in the
| ‘proportion of feven to -oné chéaper than in our days, the
price will be found equivalent to 126s. pér quarter, a pro-
digious prite in-thofe days. .But the firft. famous and
eminent ftatate made for remedy Was not until the 51ft
{Henry I1L:intitaled Affiza Panis et Cerevifiz, i. e dfize . .-
pf bread and beer, by which,-ina great meafure, may be
underf’cood the rate of living thene . w0 0 :
At s prefumed Henry L.-in 1135, on thxs account 1135
brought the tenants of his demefne lands to pay him- part
of his, rents in. _ioney:- mﬁead of ,paymem in kind,  as was
m.he cuftorn at-that period ip’ moPc pasts of Europe,,

Corn was i this year {o. fcarce in’ Enorland fays bxfhop 1 197,
».FleetWOOd in:his. Chronicon. Preciofum, that a quaxter of
',’wheat was'{old . for 18s.- 8d. iié:. 21, 16s. of our _money,
’,i)artly pmcecdmg from: unkmd {eafons, but probably pro=




A4

. A ' oy 13 e - . B . - ‘. P :
4. D. Ceeding more from the improvident and ignorant iidndgss

ment of the farmers, and the knavery of the corn-jobbers.

1202 - © Wheat, on Aceount’ of rain$ ahd fubfequent froft, be-

to

ney, which i§ equal. to .9/ a quarter, Compdred to the
value of living, or what 365.. would “produce at the pre-
fent rate of ll\ilﬂg, bemg five tnnes to one;. compaled with
thofe days.

King John was the it thaé eﬁabhfhed rates of pro-

X223 vifion. Wheat was 1s. 6d. or 4s. 6d. of our money, per
...+ - qhaiters Wheat rofe‘to 125: or-36s. of olir money;' per
/o quartets - - il s N
l Wheat Was dt g.\-. 4d e

Oats, is T

Wlnch was tht‘ee thivies the value of our money ; s

sz IOS ’ n
: s {Of o'nr':m‘o_ney, ,and-afl.ﬁvéﬁm es" tlie® fate
! - ';3;"..- of living would be ecIui\}_alent to o
" gos. 'p,e'r:quar_te‘r in,thefe timess: : B
15s, ‘

: 3243 'R Com was fo plentrful that wheat and peas were fola )

‘@t 2s. per quarter, or 6s. of our money s but ia 124()
was {o dear as to be at-16s. equal to §8s. of our money,

and, at our rate of hvmg, eqmvalent to 141. 105, per
qugrter, N . Ll :
-12.56. - ‘Wheat wa$ notw at the énormous priée of 24s equal
to 725, of our money. This blfhop Fleetwood attrxbutes
to great negligence in the government of thofe tinies; and
if we compare that price to our: prefent rate of living,' it
anuft, at five timés cheaper, have béen: 'unlvalem to 181
‘pet quarter in-thefe: times § “but if - we' reckon, as many

Y

£205. came {6 dear asAIZs. the qliarter, or 14 165. of our mo= -

45

authors of great veracrty do, tlxe rate of l;vmg at. feven A. Dy

"_nmes cheaper, 1t wxll be at the enormous rate of 2 51 4
‘per quarter. ‘ :

Statute 51& Henry III after preamble, recxtes———“ That 1266,
& he had feen certam ordmances of his - progemtor s, kings

Xz ’of England, m thefe Words fuzz. ! When a quarter of
Yoo wheat s fold for Izd then waﬂel bread of a farthmg

# {hould wexgh 6/, 163. el 6lbs goz. 12 dwts accordmg
“k‘f to. troy-welght.“ Then the ﬁatute goes on to ena&'
6 That bread cocket of the fame corn fhall wexgh more
€ than waﬁel and bread made into. ﬁmnel {hall weigh

.“ lefs than wa{’tel A &rc. (of no ufe noW to repeal be-

gaufe out of pr aéhce) Waf’tel Was a fine. fort of flour ; ;
vet ﬁmnel feems to have been ﬁnex than wa{’cel from

,Wthh name of hmnel the ‘cakes - f’tlll made in fome

countxes took thexr name. And the ﬂ:atute fm ther adds

k' thus ¢« That when a baker i every quarter of wheat (as ‘
eit'is proved by the kmg s baker) may gain 4d. and the

(£ bran and two loaves for advantarre, or, over and aboveA
« f01 three fervants I’a’ for two lads =4 for falt. ‘d for . ..

' §‘ kneathng #d. for candle 4. for wood od.—in all (fays

«the {’tatute) 123d. or 35 and. 2%d. of modern money,
@ may be fufhc:ent ——yet, by the. book of aﬂize now in

' ufe, pubh{hed by proclamatlon towards the latter end of =

,,,,,

'regard they pald fcot and lot, are allowed 6s. m every
_ ‘quarter of mlddle—puced wheat for their charge in bakmg ;

but country bakers only 45,3 fo that when the mrddle-prrccd
‘wheat is 30;. the quarter, you are to add 65. for the af-

'Aﬁze of town bakers, and then look mto the table of af—

"9 oz.. S dwts

- "The- above ﬁatute proceed3° ki When a quarter of N
“% wheat is fold for gs. or 3s. 4d. (Ios. of our money)
¢ quarter of barley for zod. or 25 and a quarter of oats
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T fol Iéa’ then brewers in cities ought and majr well, af..”

Y SRR I Oz .:::,
ford to fell two gallons of beer‘ 01' aIe for 10 arnd ou
’“”of Citles thre "o foul” gallons for 2’ penny 36 tHzIft .

Larnmy TLAL

a Uallon of ale was fold for 13d. of our money m Crt;es,'

R T BRSO SN Y 45 Hu
_ wluc{h, I §0 rmodern 1 common brewers bee

T
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wlnch now fells at'1 J pe lon, ma cés. the difference
(,;\ o ) ¢

,of 8 a’ per gallon, or m "the pr ,p' _tlon of 65 tohio;?rg in
'rr(rlgng fuppofe(l to. e prSpSrt}dli}
ably cheap. T pnce§ the necelfarres “of life ':a‘rle':ll% or’
feven tlmes as ‘dear niow ds they were in l{rn‘g ‘]::l;enr“ rl‘Id $
e

Plent ). the

’drf?erence of llx;iﬁg' then and now m1ght be 4s terl"ls to one.
Thrs flafuté ' concludes tlms : “ We have caufed, at thc
e requeﬁ of ‘the' bdkeﬁst of our town “of Cov{enft( s tllat
e the ordmances aforefzud by tenor:of thefe i)rjererjlts,

et Ihall ‘be e‘{emphﬁed

lwmg,' of all other thmgs b

,txme ; yet mrall pr oba‘bdrtys in' years of great

.

wlnch fhows tllat C‘o'ver‘

‘Was a place of conﬁde1at10n then, ‘as mdeed 1t ’cl been

long beforé the Norman eonqueﬁ‘, havmg been the ¢ mua
e 7ol ot

reﬁ& 'A"ce ‘of ‘the kr"gs and afterwalds dukes of 1\/Ierma,.
Wheat accordmg to C‘hromcon Pre’lofum, was now

o exceedmely deaf as 4[ 16s. 'f>er' qr.arter, or T4
sevs 3y i err LD B Eirnens PEESTaer

631 '
‘of our’ money, a monfhous prlce, lf the bllhop S Aua
S dminialr 9.1 4

'thormes may be depended on ; nay, he fays, 1t was fome
; ) ya 3
tlme m thrs year 6Z 85.
y

quarter “fo great, fays the' brfllop, W was the faxrnne of rhls
' : i)er bulhel or

\) 34
cheaper tlxan
S T i

Lot

year, “that wheat‘ fol(l for 01
i)'e‘r’qﬁzlrte‘r, wh1 li ;

"rﬁi't'y'r':was f ggleat, that :l moﬁ alll the ﬁlver in tllC k

‘.': ;\‘* )l

Y |-l<l\r(|4r( LN l\)! RT3
a5 2, Sd’ “per qu'\rter, oxI 85. of our money, the rate SOt
2 (-‘_’; GoawD 0

Y * It muft be ol?{erv ed that thxs merel) relates to" the dlﬁ‘erence of liva

ST el

mg thcn and now, ulm.h X as, on an, ayem%c, ﬁ\ txmes,cheap(:l‘ tl\am ﬁf ‘

[ EENT £ it
xefcut, }
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. %¢ owr times.?

or 19[ 45 % of our’ money ghe ,
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Jiving bemg five times as cheap as in our times ; and the

Tame year was again fo dear-as 165: (017485 per quarter of
our nmioney):" “Fhe bithop, with feeming. reafon, afcrlbes
fuch great, and fudden alterations . in the. price. of corn
more -{o. the want: of. ﬂilll and diligence in the farthefs
than to the mclemency of the hedvens, and-proceeds inn
his* remark thuss ¢ Pofﬁbly, ‘too, there mlght even in .
¢ thofe times hdve been knavrfh tricks praé‘nfed An’ this
% bufinefs for private gdin’; and moreover-. it is_inuch ta
+¢ be queftioned Whether the. .government was fu&uenﬂy
. drhgent to-: prevent fuch fudden variations; all.which
¢ confiderations: miake. it drfﬁcult fo, form an exall comi~
§¢ putatlon of the expence of lwmg then compar ed to our

-

Accordmg to the Chromcon Precxofum, wheat was
f{old this- year for 20d. the quarter,. and, in- fome parts of
England, at- 6(1 per qmrter, and which prices’ were at
+this time fet by ‘the Common Council (y" Lana’anl

Proportion of living then to’ now, fix to one at leaﬁ

g mno‘mzl’: were invented about this time. :

By the Chromcon Preciofum it appears, wheat was at -
7s- 0. malti6s. oats 4s. per quartet, - L ‘

The Encrlrfh parlrament having petmoned kmg Ed-
~ward I, and’ his ‘council, in relatron to ‘the intolerable
“dearnefs of provifion; it was thereupon enadted, “That
-« the beft 6% notfed with gr ain fhould be fold for 165: and
“ no more; and if fed with corn for- 245, at moft:; -the beft

Tge fat;""ow fot 125., afat hog of two years old for 3s. 4d.; a
6‘ fat wethev unfhorn for 20d. if fhorn I4.d., afat goofe for
“oid a capon 0d. a fat hen 1d. and 24 eggs for 1d. two
¢ clnckens for 14. four prceons 17 and thofe who would
64 not fell theit’ ‘at. thefe rates £hould forfelt tlrem to -the

1\2 é'go

A Dy

~

1300.

8¢ kmg ~~~~~~ Almough we may heré obferve fome drfference S

Fogee . R yered .:.‘f‘»--\ o e

between the values put on fome kind of provlﬁon then .
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and in our. days, yet; upon an.average, the dxﬁ’erence of
hvmg then and now feems to be nearly: ﬁve, oras {ix,is:to

"one; always remembering that their . :money. contamed

thucc as-much- ﬁlver as our money . or; coin . of the fame

'deﬁommatlon docs :—thus, for example,'if ‘a goofe then

coftaidii.e 73 1d. of our.money,. accardxng to the pro-
pomon of fix to one it would coft 3¢. gd... TR

* "T'he:Chronicon: Preciofum in thlS yeaf glves us the ver y

high;price of pravifions, vig. . By great rains wheat rofe
to" 40s. per:quarter, or 6/ of our money ; . peas and beans

to Th; malt to 135, 4d. @nd good alé rofe to 24’. 3d and
4d: per gallon, or. Is. of-modern money, ... o

In this year, the Chlomcon Preciofum, . accordmg
“to Stowe, makes ‘the price of wheat fo high as 8os. per
quarter, or.12/. of our money; yet a very “early: and o‘oce_i
harveft brought it down tq 6s. 8. perquarter! ... -

In this year, being the firft of Edward IIL. accordmg
to the Chronicon Pleclofum, upon an_inquifition at Tun-
bridge in Keit, a cép‘ital mefluage, - with 570 acres; of.

-arable land, was worth' no more " than ‘3gs. per annum ;

twelve hens {old for 1s. 6d a cock and. thlrteen hens fm

“T'his-account: is cc:rrobo,rated by what ]ames Howell,

in his Lonmnopohs, fays he h'ld read, but does not quote |

-the author,‘ That in the firft year of Edward IIL. in the

- year 13275 ]ohn of Oxmld a vmtner of. London, and
- afterwards: 101d -mayory -gave to- thc pr\ory of. the Ho},y

Trinity in Loncgu two tofts of lgnd one mill, fifty acreg

If wheat was proomhonably cheap, then' the
-rate or expence of lx,vmg at this time mufk have been five
“or {ix' times as cheap as in our days! . Eighty acres of
‘arable: land was: worth 2a@s. per annum, - or: 3/ -of our

- modern money;. that'is, 34. (which is 94. of our modern
:Mmoney) per acre;. meadow land was at 4d. and paﬁme at
-a.1d. per acre.

hoiei

19" e
of Wood w1t11 the appurtenances, in Kentith Town, in A.D.
value 20s. 3d. by the year, or about 3! os. 9d. yearly of

our money.. -

‘Mr. Madox, in ]ns ana Burgl, obferves, that in thc

'ﬁri’c year of King Edward 1. fundry incor porated trades

were then exnﬁmo in the city of London," as the taylors, :
armourers, {kinners, gold{miths, &c.; and various fucceed-

ing trades were incorporated in 1345, &c. .

- Southwark was an afylum for rogues and bapkrupts
tlll 1324, when the bailiwick of Southwark was granted‘
by the crown to’ the 01ty of London. '

Szr RoBERT Corton’s Records, p. 21.

¢ Sundry merchants of Lynn and Barton-upon Hum—
< ber do under take, at a certain price, to dehver 16,000
¢ quarters of all forts of grain at the town of Berwick
¢ and in the road to Leith ; the wheat and malt at gs.
~ (this was dear, but freight and carriage muft have been
“« inCluded) oats, beans, and peas, at §s. per quarte\i‘,,\
* money then being three to one of our money.” -
Bithop Fleetwood, in hxs Chronicon -Preciofum, o’b-
fqrves, th_at( under this year corn was fo plentiful, and mo-
ney fo fcarce, that at London wheat was {old at 2s. per
quarter, an ox at 6s. 84. a fat fheep at 84. a fat goofe at
2d. a pig at 1d. and fix pigeons for 14. which cheapnefs,
‘accordmg to Knighton and Fabian, was ‘occafioned by
King Edward III. gathering up all the money he could -
get for carrying on his wars -with France and Scotland,
fo that thxs could not be a pexmmeut rule of e*«:pence of
Iwmrr for the future ‘ :
The blﬂlop -of Elys Chromcon Precmfam, from Sir .
Robelt Cotton s Abrldfrment of the Records, rclate, tha;_
feveral erc‘lants undertook, in:the: year 1339, to. deliver
B3 Berwxck and Lexth Io,ooo quarters of wheat and

B

1336;

1320,
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1361.

1378,

‘13'91.

1416,

1434
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malt, 4t 98. per quarter, which was called a high PI‘ICC—*’-’

ftill remembering that 9s. contamecl as much ﬁlver as 275.

of .our money.
The Chromcon Pxecxofum relates that workmen took

the'r wages in wheat at 10d. per buthel (i e. as much as

25. 6d.) ; larders or weeders and haymakers were paid 1d.
per day, reapers of corn 2d. or 3d per clay, and their .

forvants 13d: per' day. ‘ ~ _
Accordmg to the Chromcon Preciofun, wheat was
this year at 2s. the quartery though it was two years ‘be~

fore 26s. 8d. per quarter ; two hens were fold for Id and -

one, hog for 1s. 64.—money ftill three to one.
By the Chronicon. Preciofum, it appears that wheat was
nOwW 4s. per quarter, or 10s. of our money, white wine-

at 6d. and -red port at 4d. per gallon-—hvmg then fom‘ 1

times. cheaper than’ in our times.

According to E&mghton s Chronicle, a great dearth of

corn and p10v1ﬁon happening this year, the mayor took
2000 marks out of the mphan s fund for purchaﬁng of
corn from beyond fea for the beneﬁt of the poor.. ‘Wheat

bcmg then at16s. 84. the quarter, equal to g/ of our mo-
ney; and to that fum twenty-lour aldermen -added each
- 20l. (equal to 50/. now) for the fame charitable purpofe. -

~ Corn, according to Stowe’s Survey of London, was

this' year fo dear asto be fold for 16s. per quarte1 or about» ‘

38s. of our money *

The Chronicon’ Pleuofum obferves, that in this year; '
England had a very wet autumn, and wheat was dear for"l
~ the two f{ucceeding years, viz. at 26s. 8d. per. quarter, or‘: :
2/: 13s. 4d.; yet, towards the clofe of theyear followmg, 1t»"p
fellagain to §s. 4d per quarter, or 10s. 8d. of our money,“‘

W:nch feems to have been near tlle ufual model ate or mean

oo 4k EYIEN ,i
P

L

. % Probably occaﬁohegdtuy, Henry V.’séxpediti‘di{ c—@pgmlqe,; i
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price of :a quarter of wheat, about that time, in favourable
years ;—wine being now at 124. (or 2s. of our money per
gallon) : fo the rate of living was ﬁ:xll about four times as
cheap as in our days.

By ftatute 15th Henry VI. cap. 2. it is recxted ¢ That
¢ corn being of {mall price, that is, wheat at'6s. 84. and
“barley at 3s. 4d. per quarter, they. may be carried forth
< out of the realm without licence;” wiz. -

6s. 84. i. e. 135. 4d. of our prefent coin, per quarter.
35 4d. — 65, 84. ditto.- '

Value of money twice as much as our S, and Living
four times cheaper.

Henry VI.. writes to Fiic X. ‘king of Denmark
Norway, and qweden, ¢ "Thatalthough England ufually
¢¢- produces. plenty of corn, yet, by reafon of a rainy fea~
¢ {on, corn, and more efpecially rye, had this year failed
“¢in moft parts of it, wherefore he requefts Eric to per=

‘¢ mit a merchant of York (therein named) to fupply
« himfelf with what corn he may defire to purchafe,
e heauncr that there is plenty thereof in hiS dominions.”

= The coins were not made equal to our plefent {’fand~

ard of money till: the rexgn of Edward VT.

“The Chronicon Preciofum gives the price of prov;ﬁons

- for this year——-Wheat 4s. 4d. or 8s. 8d. per.quarter of
~ourmoney ;. a fat ox at 31s. 84. or 3/. 35.44. ; a hog at 3s,
or 6s of our money ; pigeons 44. per dozen, whxch would

.+ - beequal towheat 43:.4d per quarter
- A fat ox 1518&" < e

Sl Ahog 1. 108, . - - now.
’ Agoofe 25. 6d. - -
Twelve plgeons 35. 4d. -

e It was that fame ye'u' ena&ed by pallxament, that,
when wheat was fo cheap as 6s. 84. per quaxter, rye 450

E 2

1436;

1439

14444
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barley 35 thofe three fpegies of corn might oe exported

thhout a hcence. .

In 1445, Wheit as above. |

Ale 12d. per gdllon.
Hay 35. 6d. per load.
A young fw*m 35 N
A goofe 3de

. oo ftock fith 73. 6d.

" 3000 red herrings for 31s..
‘Bullocks and heifers. at 5. eacli.

Thcfe Iaf’c were plobably only calves

- SirRobert Cotton’s Abrxdgment of the Recoxds ﬂatesc,I
that in the 23d year of Henry VI 50001 was gratite

' by p’xrhameht for relief of the dCCaV sed towns..

w5 The ftone ‘edifice (Ml partly ftanding) cah}ed
Leadenha}l was firft ereted fo1 a public granary.
- The Chromcon Plec1ofum favs, a bailiff of hufbandlry
in England at'this time; had a Ve'u‘ly fahry (beﬁdes his
diet) of 23s. 4d. and gs. for his clothing yearly; a coxn(—ll
meon fervant i hufbandrv had 15s.; the chief cartex; zgll
chief fhepherd 20s. with thelr diet, and 4s. cach fmlc }o “
ing ; a woman fervant 10s. with diet; and for clot n‘ng
" 4s.; a free- mafon or mafter-carpenter had 4d per day
and his diet,’ and without diet 5;d.; @ mafter-tiler, ﬂ'ltC]‘,
rough ~mafon, &c. with dxct, 3d.. without diet 434. or. gdd
of our money; a woman labourer 2£4. -and diet, anf
~without diet 4id. -Money being: then twice the value ;
our prefent money, the mafter-tilers;’ flaters,” and rough-

) day of -
“mafons, had what would- be equal to Is. 1C4 d per day

_6ur money, and the women 1'1bourers ncally the famc fo
that the expence of hvmg nou 1s near ﬁve tlﬂlLS .'15 much

as 1t w‘xsat tha’ time,

A3
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From the year 1450 to 1460, fays Bxfhop Fleétwood,
in his Chromcon Precxofum, wheat was never above 8s.

per quarter, and in the year 1455 it was fo very. cheapb

as Is. per qu'uter—-Stowe fays 14d. per quarter, and
malt 17d. notwithftanding the fword was ~drawn hetween

the houfes of York and Lancaﬂer (whxch ufually cuts
down corn as well as men), and ale was per gallon 14d.
to 13d.: but from thefe furpx 1ﬁncrly cheap prlces no cer-

tain rule can be determmed concernmg the rate of

‘ hvmg

- By ftatute 3(1 of Edward IV. c.2. it was ena&:ed That
when the quarter of wheat did not exceed the price of
6s. 8d. Tye 4s. b'uley 35. no perfon thould import any
of the three kinds of grain, upon forfeiture thereof,

Thxs act: was ‘made in confequence of the German
mer chants of the Steel-yald having 1mported large. quan-
tities of corn when that of England was at a low price,
which excited great complaints among the farmers, and:
the landed intereft fuffered not a little from fuck: a circume-
ftance. But when the rates of corn in fucceedmg times.
became much hwher, this- ﬂ:atute was xepealed in the
2Ift of]ames 1. T - \ -

In the r1th vo]ume of Rymer s Foedexa we have are-

- markable inftance of the cheapnefs of hvmg in thefe -

times.—King Edwzud IV. grants to the lady Margaret

‘his fifter (afterwards duchefs of Bmgundy) an annual al-

lowance of 400 marks, for her clothes and the other ne-

ceffaries of her body, {uitable to the dignity of cur king-

dom, oulfelf, and her—for wages and other expences for,

.fm vants 'xtxendmg her, vvhxch annual allowance the fhall

enjoy until ‘we can provxde for her properly by a fuitable.
marrlage. Tlns being double the value of. our money,

-or 800 maxks, and living bemg 4% ~cheaper than In our

A. Dy,

1462,

1465,
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and verv dear.
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'deys, it was equivalent to 2000 ma1ks, or 13332' 6s. 84.

irerhng, a fhkag contla{’c to the expence of modeérn times !
In the fame year, wheat by Sir Robert Cotton s Re-
was 6s. 84. per qtmter of* eight bu{hels, which

was confidered as the medium price between very cheap
L1v1ng was then 2% cheaper than in

our days, and the corn double in value ; therefore it is

'equal to*:33¢ 45& per quarter, accordmg to the plefent

1452.

~ rate of - hvmg

B .h}yo.~

In Rymer’s F oedera, val. XI. p. 654, under the year’
1470, there is a refcript of kmg Edward IV. to Edward

, Dudley, his licutenant of Treland; declaring ¢ that Who.,
" & foever {hall feize on and bring him George duke of

“ Clarence, and Richard earl of Warwxck fhall for hl&‘.\
<« reward have either 100/ per annum in lands, or elfe
« 1000k in money, at his option.”  From Wthh may
fairly be inferred, that the then current value ‘of land in
England was ten years’ purchafe. S ,

‘Tt vol. XI. p. 712, of the Feedera, there is an ac-
count of maintaining the unfortunate Henry V1. in the
fo'wet, Wlth the allowance of ten perfons in waiting on
“him for fourteen days, bemg in the whole but 4% 5s.
(which'is not’ qulte 8s. per day) for the klng and his ten,

attendmts ‘and, in the fame recotd, the kmg s own diet -

for two days in the tower coi’c but 35. Iod or IS.Ildq

pel day.
Ander fon’s Orlgm ‘of Commerce frates, that the fith-
ing of England for expoxtatlon muft have beén confin

derable at this time, ﬁnce, 111 the 224" yeat of kmg EdQ

ward IV, we find no lefs than four fratutes” (though two

~of them are left out of our ﬂatute book) for 'the well-
. parkmg ca{ks of f'ﬂmon herungs, eels, and othe1 ba11eled

fifh; yet there are feveral older ftatutes for thie preferva—
tion of the ﬁy of falmony, lampleys and even as fav
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back as Edward the It s tlme, efpec;ally in the rivers
Thames and Medway ; but they related only to our home
confumptlon. \ .« : ,

Beer , was- now* brewed the Flemings havmg found
out the virtue of hops in this century, Wthh was before
~confidered as a ufelefs weed; though it feems to have been
difcovered i in Scotland fomewhat earlier.
A proclamatxon in this year, by Richard IH oﬂ?’erm«
a reward of 10001, ﬁexhng, or 100/, per annum, for the
apprehenﬁon of the duke of Buckingham. Another
ﬁnkmg proof of the value of land bemg ftill only ten
years’ purchafe; and efpecaally as 1000 marks, or.100
marks annual]y, are .offered by the tyrant, in another

ploclamatlon, for dehvenng up to him the marquis of

Dorfet,. the bithop of Ely and Sahfbuly ;
Accordxng to the Chronicon Preciofum, ’Vheat was

thls year fo high as.24s. per quarter, which, by the then

reduced value of motiey, was equal to 36s. per quarter ;

~and hvmg being ftill twice and a half cheaper than in our

days, made it equal to 5/ per quarter. ,
* Lord Velulam, in his Life of Henry VII.: obferves
that inclofures became more frequent in England, whereby,
guantities of arable land, whlch could not be manured

- without much people and famlhes, were turned into paf-

ture, being thereby eafily managed by a few hierdfmen s

and tenancies for years, lives, and at will, whereon much
of the yeomanry lived, were turned into demefne. - "This
bred a decay of the people, and by confequcnce of towns,

~churches, tithes, &c. and alfo a diminution of {ubfidies and

ta%s—wvherefore an act of parliament was, in thisfourth

‘year of Hemy VIL made, ¢. 19. That all houfes of huf
“bandry, that were ufed with twenty acres of ground.and

, 'upvt}ards, thould he maintained and kept up for ever, with
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a competent ploportlon of land to be ujéa’ and occupzm'

by them.

‘T-take the words to be #fed and occupzed to couple. #il
lage with reff dence, and ‘compel proprietors of land to
adapt ‘a portion of ‘their eﬁates and farm% for culmvatmg
-wheat, &c. o R

5 Wozzld not _fome fi f mzlar JRatute “in our 'dalyi (viz o
compel all owners and occupiers’ of land to /eeep a certain

: k“jmrtzon in a flate of cultivation for grawmg «rrazn, RO

1452.

and prevent laying down Jo mucb land into gmfs famzs)

~ape; ate favourably.

In vol. XII. of theTcedera, p- 471, is. a.hcence from
Henry VIL to a Fleming (thercin named) to export ﬁfty

“tons of ale, called ‘beer (qmnguagznta dolia cerevifie vo-

cate bere) 3 and in the fame year we find one of the king’s

“attendants into France was Petrus Vaneck a brewer of

Grcenwwh ; both of which {how, as well as what I have

already noticed, that beer was brewed before the rexgn
of Henry VIIL. contrary to the received opinion: thc

price did not then exceed 24. per gallon. ‘
In this fame year the king made the law for regulatmg

weights and meafures, which remains in force to this day s

and, among thofe regulations, it was fixed, ¢ that a quar-
<« ter of corn thould conﬁﬁ of exght bu{helﬁ, to be ralfed
¢ and ftricken.”

And, by a ftatute of the i2th of that kmg, cap. 5' a
buthel was direted to contain eight gallons, and every
fuch g"dlon to weigh 8lbs. troy weight, and every fuch
pound, 7. e. troy weight, to contain 12.ounces, and every
fuch ounce to weigh 20 fterlings, or 20 penny-welghts,
and every fterling or penny-weight to welgh 32 grams,

’ of wheat taken from the middle of the year.

Blﬂwp Fleetwood obfcrves, in his Chlomcon Pren ;

‘ -5

1ofum, that there Was a- cood 1 aw of king Edgar, that
' therc fhould be the fame money, ‘the fame weight,. and the
‘ f'1me meafures, t'm oughout the kmrfdom, but it was neve1

‘ well obferved The bifhop goes on to obferve, What can

be more vexatious, both tc mén of re"tdmfr and praéhce,
than to ﬁnd that when we go out of one county inte
another, they mu{’t learn a ‘new languafrc, or cannot buy
‘or fell any thing an acré is not an acre, nor a bufhel a
bu{hel, if you travel ten mlles ; a pound is nota pound
lf 'you' go from a goldfmlth to a grocer; nor a gallon a

gallon, if you go from an alehoufe to a tavern. ‘/Vhat_ '

purpofe does this yariety ferve? ‘or. what nece{hty is

: thele, ‘which the dxﬁexence of price’ wculd not better
anfwel and fupply? _Do not thefe obférvations merit, leng '

Zatzfve attentwn, when otber regulatzom are taken mto con~

ﬁderat’n 2 :
Acuordmg to’ the i 1romcon Precxofum, ‘the prlce of

- wheat was fo cheap as 4s. ot 6s. of our money per quar—
ter, and all other neceffaries were proportionably cheap 3

“fo-that it is probable the difference of living between part
of Henry the VII’s reign a and our times might have been
four times cheaper, and then the price of wheat would
be equivalent to 24s. per quarter in our times.

By Madox’s Formulare Anghcanum, p. 110, we find’
the lady Anne, daughter of Edward IV. fifter to Eliza~-

beth the queen of Henry VIL who was married to the
ford Howard, elde{’t fon of the earl of Surry, had an al—

Tlowance of 20s. per week for her exhibition, fuftenta-

tlon, and convenient diet of meat and drink ;-alfo for two

. gentlewomen, one Woman ~child, one gentleman, one-

~ ‘yeoman, and three gr ooms,inall exght perfons, §1/. 11s. 84.

per annum, for their wages, diet, and clothing, by the -

year, »and for' the mamtenance of. feven horfes, yearly,

AQDV
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‘ m011cy belng then one aﬂd a half heavier t‘mn our coin. .
Accordmg to thc C h1 omron Precmfum, wheat was thé
fame year 3s., 4d. per quarter, and a barrel of whlte her—
rings was then fold at 3s. 4d..
_ By the ftatute 3d of- Henry VIII cap 8. remtes 12th
of Edward II. anno Domini 1 319, Whlch is as follows ;
ViZ. < That no ofﬁcer, who by v1rtue of hlS office Was
« bouqd to keep the affizes of wines and v1ctuals, Ihall
“ dul 1ng lns oﬁice, fell wmes or vxé"uals elther by Whole-
“¢ fale or retail.”
« Now (fays the ﬁlﬁ named a&) ﬁthen the makmg
“: ‘of Wthh ftatute, ‘many. and the most parts of all the

¢ cities, burghs, and towns corpotate, wxrmn the realms

. ¢ of England, be fallen in ruin and decay, and not mha—

< bited with merchants and- men-of {uch fubﬁ:ances as
¢ wwere. at the time of making the aforefald fatutes ; for
« at this day the dwellers and 111hab1tants of. the fame Cix
¢ ties and burghs| be moftly bakers, bl evfcrs, vintners, ﬁih-
‘f mongers, and othcl v:éhnllers, aﬂd few or no other
¢¢_perfons or fubﬁance be- Vllthl‘l many of the faid cities
¢ and bu‘ghs at thls day able to bear o,fﬁce within the.
< fame, and to content, anfwer,, and | pay unto the king’s

© ¢ grace his fee-larm, wherewith they (z e. the cmes and
¢t burghs). be charged.” :

- It was now enaé’ced for the eafe, comfort and 1ehef of

the afor efald poor cities, bvlghs, and towns cos porate,

< _that Whenfoevej, and as often as any viclualler is chofen
. to bear any oﬁ—cc W mch fhould have the a[’ﬁzmg and

- ¢ ;coxrcé’uon for the fmmg of. vxé’cuals, that then two dxf-

s¢- crete and honeft perfons of the fame cxty ot burgh not

. 'bemg vn‘,‘cua llms, :{hall be chofen by the commonalty of

0
¢ the fame city or bvrgh, whmh two pczfons jointly with

¢ the {aid officer,-{hall be fworn to fet the affizes o prices.

e L

- 5O

of v1ctuals durmg the faid viGualler’s ofﬁce : and then

it fhall be lawful for the faid v1@cualler in oﬂice to

¢« fell wines and victuals by. wholefale or retail. PIO-

“‘ vided that this a& fhall not extend to difchar ge any.
- minifter (aforefald) of the cities of London, York,. and

4 Coventry, for any wine or victuals to be fold by retail
within the fald cities.’

Recites a law made (m the 4th of Henry VIL cap 19 )

: “-‘

4

[4

-«
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- € againft decaymg houfes of hufbandry, or not laymg

s¢ of convenient land for the maintenance of the fame

~ The fame evil ftill prevailed ; that i is, much arable Iand
was inclofed and turned into pafture..

A freth law was therefore made. in the fourth year of
kmg Henry: VIII cap. 5. importing, ¢ That whofoever
¢ decayeth any town or houfe of hu{bandry, or {hall con~
¢ vert tlllage into pafture, fhall forfeit to the lord of the
é fee half the proﬁt thereof.” Yet this not being thought

. fufﬁment the next year an aél of the feventh'of this kmg,

cap.’I. was rnade, & Thatif any pcxfon thalldecay a town,
¢, a hamlet, or houfe of hufbandr y, or convert tillage into
< pafture, the immediatelord of thefee {hall have the moiety -
¢ of the offender’s land until the offerice be . 1eformed.
Thefe foregoing acts plainly demonflrate the humour of
people in thofe times m favour of pa{’curage, and it is evi-
dent the leglﬂature pelcelved the danger of fuﬁ'ermg it to
1ncreafe, by the enacting of thofe laws.

"By a ftatute of the 25th of Henry VIII. cap. 13 to
plevent the cuf’com of engroﬂing a great number of thecp -
into one man ] hands, it was enated, ,

-« 1. That none. fhali’ keep above two thoufand four
é hundred fheep, exch,ﬁve of lambs, at any - one txme,
< unlefs it be on his own Iands of mherltance, in which
“ cafe he is not hereby lnmted, nor- are, fpmtu"d per=
"¢ fons,” :

A
b
!
i
¥
|
I
b
. ‘ i
1516 : %
o
bl
1534




i : 60

% ¢ IL. No man fhail hold above two farms < in the

“ parlih of one of which two he fhall be obhged to hve
. and refide hxmself >

A ﬂ:ntute was made in the fecond and thud of Edw. VI

" cap. 15. « For reftraining the fellers of all manner of pro—

“¢ vifion in England from combining togethcr, not to fell
“ but at a fixed price.”

By the fifth and fixth of Edwmd VI Cap 14. it Wa‘;
enaé‘ced ¢ That whofoevel fhould buy any corn or gram
‘f w;th intent to fell itz again, thould be reputed an un-
‘;‘ lawful engr oﬁ'er and fthould, for the firft fault, fuﬁex

“two months’ imprifonment, and forfeit the value of the
corn; for the fecond fuffer fix months’ nnpnfonment,
o and forfmt double the value ; and, for the thlrd,,be fetin
¢ the pIHOly, {uffer imprifonment during the king’s plea—
fure, and forfeit all'his goods and chattels.”’
 Our -anceftors, by th:s {vflem, eudeavoured to prevent

€5

“ds much as poﬁible, any middle’ man_of any kind ﬁom '
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W‘heat was dus year 51 65. 8d pcr quartex —an enox«
mous price ! o 2 f o
Monopohes being very numerous, they ‘were pemibned
againft to the houfe of commons ; whereuPon, before
queen Elizabeth. was a@cually addreffed, the read:ly an-
nulled moft of the grants, leaving the ref’c to the due courfe

of thelaw. .
Tn 1603 king James iffued a proclamatlon fot annilling

feveml monopolies ; and at the opening of his firft palha-‘

ment {poke tharply againft them, althoughhe afterwards
gave great encouragement to them. ;
" By a ftatute ofithe fuft year of king ]m]es I. cap. t:.

¢ When wheat s not above one pound fix fhillings and
« eight- pence per quaxter, rye, peafe, and beans ﬁfteen,

% fhillings ; and barley and malt fourteen Thillings per
¢ quarter ; they may be exported in Enghﬂ1 thips, paymg
«¢ cuftom- two fhillings per quarter for. wheat, and one
“ ﬁulhng and four- pence for the other kinds.” "

- King James I: now iffued a proclamdnon, wherein he

1597

1601,

‘1603.

i
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. 1623, "
¢omin g an between the grower and con umer ; and this was t of hi '
obferves, ¢ That in times of dearth the poorer fort of his
mc meaning of the many reftraints which they nr;pofed ) R - waiit and dear orices o ‘
h ! ¢ people are pinched with great want and dear prices ot
upon ‘the trade of thofe whom they called kidders or : ‘ : : g " o i1 thofs
Q £ 1 ‘ ¢« corn; that the treafure of the kingdom, alfo, in thofe: , o
g : carrxers [¢ com, a trade which, nobodv was allowed to. | co T TR T , R £ corn from fob . v
i - , « timeés is much exhaufted in providing of corn from fo* o
u o ex’mcxfe vut’loui a licence 1fcartammg his quahﬁc,atlons _ S L o e -
o : as a man of probity and fair dealing. =~ & ¢ reign parts ; and on the contrary, in times of plenty, the i
1 ' < low prices of corn, ‘are hardl able to v 4
«ﬂ . ‘But even this reftraint was_ afterwards ﬂ*oufr ht mfufﬁu— & | fanmers, }:)y the C;I" ; h 1 : ‘thieir Zs and - !
g ) ' ¢ cellary charge an( ay thelr Tents;—
i ' ent ; anid, by a ftatute of Elizabéth, the privilege of grant- . ; fupport their ne ell bY . bP y o bE forcien
‘ q ¢ ‘as we reafon as by exam fforei
1560. ing licences was confirmed to the quar ter- feﬁ"xons. The 1 forefeelng, s y y P &

ancient policy of England endeavoured in thlS manner to
1cgulate agriculture by maxims quxte d)ﬁél ent from thofa

“which it eftablithed with reg'ud to ‘manufq&uxe : by |

Ieavmg the farmers no othel cuﬁomefs but ezthcr t}c Ccn-
fumvra or tbClI‘ xmmedxate fa(‘?cors. )

¢ nations, -that-fuch things may ‘Hot only it fome qoocf
e meafure be remedxea, but alfo the. mcreafe of txllaore mayi

¢ be procured and the: better vendmg of ‘uliiative com-
« modities, ﬁrength t6 out fHipping;- “and'the breedmg of

“$¢ many mar mers, by-the ere&mov of magdz.mes 'of «cormy

‘“’.thch in titries of” fcarcxty may ferve to keep'down'the

(s ‘prxce of foteigh com 'xnd in.timies of - plenty may keep
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‘* up the price of our home corn, at fuch reafonabld
¢ rates as will well maintain the hufbandman’s labour,
¢ and hold up the gentleman s rents ;~—upon dehberate

“ advxce with our privy counc1l we ordain, 1."That
“ marrazmes of corn fhall De ereQed, &e: &c.,

‘In the year 1624, and in the twenty -firft_of the’ A

reign of king James I. there was an at of parlxament,
<« Whereby all monopolies, and all comm1fﬁons, grants,
¢ licences, and charters, formerly made or granted, or
¢ fhall hereafter be: granted, either to. perfons or corpo-
« rations, for the fole buying, felling, ‘making, workmg,
« or ufing of any ‘thing, are made void, &c. &c.—and
« alfo, that all -fuch monopolxes thall  be: hcncelorth
¢ for -ever tricd and determined’ by. the common . law of

e tlns realm, and not otherwife. And all perfons. are .

“ heleby difabled to ufe any monopoly ; and perfons ag-
« tmeved theleby ‘{hall recover treble damages, and dou-
« ble cofts.”” ‘ ‘
‘By an a&: of parllament of the twenty-ﬁlﬂz of kmg
]ames 1. cap. 28. it was enaed, ¢That when wheatis
- & not. above . one - pound twelve ﬂ’nllmgs per quarter 5
¢ rye twenty {hillings per quarter ; peas, beans,balley, and
“ malt, fixteen fhillings at. the port. whither " they. are
¢ brougnt to- be e*{ported thev may then be exported ”?
‘ and a fimilar act of the third of king Charles 1. cap. 4. in
the year. 1627, gr antecl fuch licence, and ﬁxe the fame rate,
- In 1630 there, Was a. proclamation . of, kmg Charles,

mherem he, takes n@txce of..the.abufes. commltted by .ens .

gro{l'e" badgerg, broghers, aud ‘buyers. o of corni.. J
IJ]f‘hr:; purport qf this proclamatronr was to. Ieﬁ'en the

nof.. PIDWIELQ“E‘”; by., a,,ﬂm“c obfewan e. of

......

vj harpg - U} \(U _\H\g! gy ot il

o dne tlns:. Stear alfo ldu Chagleesmofg laudably eomt}nf-

S i

B oSy 4 wnumberi,of sy gre;tt oﬂjgers of ﬁate “ 0, inr

KL Was not above two pouud thirteen fhillings 'md four
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¢ quire into the fithery on the Britith coafts, how the 4. b, A i
¢ fame may. be rendered more- beneﬁcral to the natron, by. -
o« flammg a general ﬁfhery company, compofed of fome,

« of cach of- hlS three kmgdoms_ ; for which end he hele-l
% in premlfes to iffue hke commxﬂions to Scotland and,
« Treland.” ' :

In the elghteenth year of kmg Charles II cap 2. pro- 1666.
h1b1tmcr the 1mportat10n of lean or fat cattle, &ec.

(;:5? A _proof how little we then ftood in need ef fo-

reign atd Wheat was, in this year, at one pound fixteen i

i
lhxllmgs per quarter accordmg to the Chromcon Pre- i
ciofum. ;

Wheat, his year, “at two pounds one ﬂnllmor and elght- 1'570; SR
pence per qmrter, accordmg to the Chromcon Preua ‘ }
ofum: S ‘ 3

By an aé’c of pa1hament of the twenty-feeond of kmg
Charles IL cap. 1 3. it was ena@ced ¢ That when wheat

“ pence per quarter, it {hould upon e,cportauon, pay
& cuftom and poundage per quarter, VIZ .

.,5.; 5. d.
“*From that prxce to four pounds per cuarter 0160
& Rve, at abouttvso pounds, to pay - S o 8 o
¢ Barley and malt. not above one pound twelve '
L {hlllmgs, to pay. - - - - o 16 o
“ Oats, at fixteen {hlllmgs per quarter, to pay o 5 4
“ Peas and beans, at two pounds, to pay. ~ - K3 16 o”

By an a& of parhament th;s year, in the ulf’c feﬂion of
the ﬁrft year of kmg W;lllam and queen l‘v}.arv, cap. gg, o
it was ena&ed L6 lhat wben maltﬁon,batley ;e,!a;t 100G 5 A
“ pound four ﬂnllmgs per quartet, or under 5 rye.at’ gne, % - o

&

pound tWelve {hgllmgs, and .wheat at two <pounds cxght

cahaAd

“ ﬁnllmgs per quarter then IC ﬂmll not only be l&wful ta -

’ 1689,
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o export the f’xmc, but the expm ters ﬂmll alfo uccwc fhc
« followmg bounties; viz. I‘or malt or barley per quartcx
& two fhﬂlmm; and ﬁx-pence, rye three ﬂnlhngs and ﬁx-
« pence, - wheat ﬁve ﬂnlhngs pex quarter, \mthout 1equ1-
¢ ring any thmg for “cuftoms or fees whatever, pr ov;ded
s Aecurity be given for fuch corn bemg legally landed be-~
« yond {ea, and that the 1hip : and its crew, in whxc.h it
« thall be e:\ported be dulv quahﬁed accorung to the alls "

i

& of nawgatxon.

“*This was the firft Jaw for aliowmg any bounty on corn,_
exported, wlnch bounties have in general been deemed {'o
beneficial to the landed mtereﬂ:,,by enablmg tenants to pay’
their rents in years of plenty, that unlefs in years- of
fcarcity, when the “current’ prices were lnghel than the-
above-naxned ones, it has been judged prudent to contmue ‘

' the fame. o How much thxs hounty contnbuted to th e 1m—'

provement of hufb'indry s too obvious’ o ‘be’ dxfputcd*

et fome are of opinion, th'ft, inftead hercof all the corn -

of p}entlful years Ihould by the pubhc, be puteh,\&d of the

farmers at a moderafe pr ice, to be Taid up in granarxcs y
: Aagamft a yewr of dem th. This would not onlv be a great

hdp to our,poor in'a year of fcar c1ty, but: wouldlnw fo-
reign {hips to purchafe it at our pnce, and would alfo em-
ploy gr edt numbers of our own fhips for fupr)lymrr other ‘
natlons, at hléher rates, as is done in Holland. .
In cne‘x 1th year of king Willliam an act of. pa111a1ne11t
paﬁ'ed cap. 20. for takmg awaythe duties upon our woolien
xnanufdames, eorn, grain, lumd bfcmt, and mcal cyport-a
ed: {o that from théncéforth no nianter of duty wis to be

o pald on our expmted woollen goods, o “our cori and grarn

“afatl kxnds, as alfo of *om ~mr:xl mait, pulfe ano bread

”es&pd fedz” i 5

RENECE it *

S e b {hOp of Ely, it hits Chromcoh Plccmfum 'gwes
L0t It TR (a1 (R - i
. n\ﬁn not 3 bounty on produéhon Lc ﬂd! more hencﬁcm} L
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© 1681, feventeen: ﬂnlhngs and fourpcnce.

65" ,
the true: market price “of wheat and malt for ﬁxty years,
1.6 from 1646 to 1705, both lncluﬁve. The lngheﬁ

in the" year 1648 and of malt, in- the year 1659, two
pounds eight ﬂnlhngs and exghtpence —and’ thc loweﬂ:
. price of wheat, in all that perxod was one’ pound ﬁve
fhillings and twopence in 'the year 1687, and of malt, 1n
Thofc of 1705
were one' pound ten: ﬂnlhngs for- wheat, and one pound
fixe {hllhngs for malt,’
“two prices, is two’ pounds ﬁfteen ﬂnlhngs and a penny 5
medium for' malt, between thofe two prxces, is one pound
thlrteen ﬂnllmgs. b o .

" The bithop obferves, ﬁrf’c That there are two pnces
-of coriin every year, viz. that at’ Lady-day and that at ,
Chn&mas, both Wthh he. put together, and’ took half of
the fum for the common' price of that whole ye ‘
Secondly, ‘Of ‘the firft”’ twenty years® ‘of “the “faid fi xty
years, the price ofk wheat’véas‘ ‘two pOunds {eVerite 1‘fhll-

lmgs and ‘ﬁvepence halfpenn_

twelve thillings and fhree farthlngs,{ per. quarter.

Thndly, FOr ‘the' fecond twenty ears, “froth- 1666 to
1685, wheat two: pound’s fix ﬁ)ﬂllngs and threepence
three”’ fa1thmgs, and malt one’ pound ﬁve {hllhngs and
threepence thiee’ farthmvs. RS

- F ourthly, In the la& twenty years, Yiz. ﬁ'oin 1686 to
1705, wheat: tiwo- pounds five" ﬂnlhngs and i pence

w“ B

three farthxngs, and malt one’ pound ﬁve ﬂnlhngs and ﬁve- '

: »»?:,,:'. s

pence fqrthmg
Fxfthly, One year “with' another, for the fald,‘ ﬁ‘Xty

‘years, wheat' was. two' pounds nine {hxlhngs hnd tenpence P
Yand’ malt oH‘e‘ pound feven fhxlhngs and fGVen- =

halfpenny,
pence farthmg .
A A fimilar ﬂué’cuanon xn the r'ltes, of corn*is ever to be

F ' h" . " 'v T ”'."i",

et mfe.ﬂz‘.v:x <

“Medium for wheat, betWeen thofe o

ind of ' mialt" one'po d _
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expe&ed and has accordmgly happened down to.out ewn

S il P
H ‘ \"‘,\/ Lood.i i

In the 8th Anne, chap 18 IS the followmg preamble i

,,,,,,,

€ Hemy III m the year 1266 mutu]ed /f[ %q. Pams et Ces - '

“ refuzf ¢', (1. e. for fettlmg the affize of bread and ale,) bemg

“ now obfcure and otherwxfe 1mpraé’ucab]e for moderin’
-‘f 1;npese the poorel fort of, gcople more. efpecially had fince

been dec _ved and oppreﬂéd by an almoft total negleéty-in

' “ many places, of the due. aﬁize ‘and: ‘reafonable. piice of
€ bread ,;,’ f01 remedy whereof, and that a plain and cons
: ﬁant rule and method may| hencefor ward be duly. obféived
and kept in the makmg and aflizing of the feveral forts' of
: bread made for fale, therefore it was ena&ed ¢ That {fo
"‘ ;nuch of the ﬁatute of the fald ﬁfcy-ﬁxﬁ .year:of Hen» -
T ry III aas relates to the,afﬁze pf bread; be repealed;; and

the I{’c of. May 1710, the. coutt of ithe lords
¢ mayor and aldermen of London  andits libertigs, . or the

,“ lgrd-mayor} alone, by he order, of. the - feEidtcour't, and

s the  mayor; . balllﬂ?s, a,ldenpen, and othel ;:lnef magil-

RTINS

- ¢ trates of any. ¢ other Clty or towns corporateg and two or

»

¢ more Juﬁ ces of the peace in. fuch phces where, ‘there
it ihall be no fuch _mayor; &Cr fhall r(f,fpm’?cxvely2 ‘and -

" from txme to nme, afce1 tain and appomt, ,Wlthm their

“ refpeéhve _;unfdlé’clons, the aﬁize and welght of.all forts

¢ of bread fo be fold by any baker. ar ‘otherr pelfbn what-

LWl

“ foever, havmg refpe@c to: the .price. which. «the gram,
“ meal oF, ﬁour, wherepf fuch br ead fha]l be; made; . Ahall

L« bear in the feveral public markets n or aboqt the; city,
¥ town 4 cmporate, burgh, or :place,. whe(q fuch affize

kb XJ A

¢ 1h \Ebelfo fet, inakmg afonable al]owance to-the
i(exs fq;; tl}eir chargqs,ﬂpmnﬁ, and, l;vehhoods, the

“« fald a{ﬁze to be fet in avoudupoxs wexght, &c.,; Lo g

”H
£
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houfe of commons of the feveral forts and quantmes of
corn Whlch ‘had been exported flom England between

Ch“ﬁmas 1734 and Chnﬁmas 17 3 5, thh the total of
the bounty thereon v12 o - .

57,520' L Bqunt}’ - :
“~ 219,781 - Ditto . '~ - 26,434.":' |
- ,9212',‘,\  Ditto” - :-'-‘{ vg4\o'- )
© 1,329 Ditto .~ - 232'
,,'2{53 343 Dito - - 38,335

Total 'number of quarters of the feveral kmds of corn

Przces qf Gram at ]i[ark Lane and Bear-]{cy for F fteen

: W fuca_’f ive Years.
_Yweaifs./' Wheat. ‘ Barley o0 ‘Qets"
Y S N A A S S de
‘1742 1 fo 29 15to'20 12 to 15

1743, - - 20—23 15— 20 ” 13——16-

1744 - - } 19—~ 21 - II— 13  g-—1z

) :_1745’" Yow 18— 20 - 12«-— 15 12 — 16
_ 1746 - = '_.17 — 24. 10— 13 12— 14
2V Y R O S YR

S48 - - 26— 28 13— 14 q—12
1749 - - 3yp—T32 1718 14—16

,1750 - - 24— 27 14— 17 12—13
1751 - - 2427 14— 17 T 12 — 13

.1&1'\:‘1752 = = .20—25 10— 9—1i
s - w—as nia woom
754 - 27— 33 17— 12 — 13

1755 - - 24— 26 xali1g 1613
1756 - - 2226 14— 15 12—

7’190-'1"7 |

R

T
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The year 17 57 proved to, bc an extremely fcarce ;year
I757 all over Luropv, not only, for .wheat corn but for: various
othe; kmd of prowﬁons3 whereby the poor of Great Bn-

" tain fuffered not a little for their dally fu{lenance, and even
. perfons of middling cucumﬁances wele putto a CO‘llldea
_ rable addmonal expex\me, many gra'mers, butchers, b'Lk,CI‘S,
' fﬁfh mbnoere, &c.: takmg, we fear, too much advantage of

, ,tbe general dearth.

A.n Do

Sxidd s

And as three fhlllmgs and ﬁ‘cgence per- bufhel 01 one ,'
| pound eight fhlllmgs per quarter, is deemed a 10w or. cheap
price: for; wheat, and that five {h}llmgs per buihel or forty
kﬂnllmgs per quarter, has ufually been dee "‘d the, medmm

or m;ddlmg price, w¢ fhall here exhibit ‘the Tates of' wheat

at London in every month of the faid year of dearth,

17 57, as’ fold at the Corn E\change in Maxk Lane ; v1z
£ 5 d £ sodo §

. Inlﬂm 1757, per quartcr, W’he'xt frem 2 9goto2 100 ‘f

Febmary - - - " from 2 7 oto 2 11 O
Maxch T . i from 2 6 oto 2.14 0
Apnl - .. T - 3 40
"May o | '_('_M RO P -. i . 3 4 o
“June = - - - - from 37 Q’to‘._ 3'12 0
Auguf’c - PR - - - e - I 14. o)
Septemher T 71) - - =~ e 2 3o}
Oftber - Lo w Tl e 66
Novembes = Ce - 5 2 amo
" Deeefhbel' Ce T S 2 _:2 o'l

S RN e - - 1Y
. \_ T - :‘—'- T L .
s . .

“For the remedymcr of that evil, many cxpedlems were

dcbated both w:thm and without doors, swhich '1t length
pxoduced the followi mn ﬁznutes of the fald tnntxeth year of s
Geoxge II viz. :

69

T foceAn a& to’ prehlblt, ford time to 'be liited; the

*exportatlon of com, malt, meal and ﬂour, bread blfcult
and farchy: o e ' B

R

CrILes An act to dlfcontmue, for a 11m1ted nme, the du-
txee uPon cornand ﬂom 1mported &c. ’ g

CIIL S A d&to pl ohibit the exportatxon of corn, gram,
meal - malty flouiy beef pork bacon, &c. from Americd,
unlefs to Great Britain or Ir eland and’to permlt the Hn-
portation: thereof into Great Bntam and Ireland in neu-
lral fhxps,*&cs ST ‘

~IV. s An a& for contmumg the laﬁ-named a&t’ for
dlfcontmumg the duties tipon corn and flour m‘]ported &ea
Lo Ve Alfo an’ a& for contmumg an .a& of this fame

‘A;j)a

feﬁion, to prohibit, for a limited time, the makmg of low

~wines and fpmts from wheat barley, malt, &c. or from
any ‘meal or flour.” 5 o

. By a ftatute of the feﬁion of parhament, 3! Geo. IL. an '

) a& was pafled for the due making of bread, and to’ regulate K

the price‘and affiz¢ thereof; and’ to punifh pexfons who
thall adulterate meal, flour; orbread. This aét was prmcx-b
+ pally occafioned by accounts daily pubhﬂled ‘of certain
 bakers mixing lime, alum, and other unwholefoine ingre-
dxen*e, in-that time of fcalclty, n thelr bread. - “The le=
" gillature therefore took-the’ matter mto their fenous con-
fideration ; and took this' opportunity, likewife, of exa=
~ mining an-act of the fifty-firft of king Henry 111, intituled,
- Affika Panis et Cerevifiz, ive. the Afize of Bread and
Ale; and another aét of the eighth : year of queen Anne, to

= regulate the price and affize of brcad whereby fo much of

- the before- named a&; -as related to the affizé of bread, was-

: xx'epealed rwhich ak of queen Anne, with feveral altera-

- tions, and. amendments ‘hiade theréto by fomé fubfequent'
alts, was contmued until the 24th. of June, 17 57 and to
the encl of the then’ next feffion of parlxament.,

F3

-
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Tlns  prefent ﬂatute, therefore;’ acduced into one-aék all
he feveral laws in force relatmg to the due mak;ng, and
‘the prices and 'zﬁize of bread; all precedmg ftatutes being
‘hereby repealed and new tables for the affize and prices of
‘ the varxous kind of bread were “therein promulgated as alfo

en and houfehold ﬂour, of rye and rye—meal of barley and

barley-meal of oats and oatmeal, of white peas, and white

peas ’ flour or meal and of beans and bean—ﬂour- :
Several claufes were alfo added for prevenﬁng frauds in

the pnces of corn, ﬂour and meal, and for _punithing of

any-bakers mho thall mix dxft’erent forts of-- flour or miéal

Bl T

m thelr bread or ﬂlall put into. the}r bread any unwhole-
~ fome 1ngred1ents. N , RS

A bxll to enable hxs majeﬁy, thh the confent of tbe privy

" council, to prolnbxt the exportation of corn, durmg the-re-

-, eefs of parliament, recerved the royal : aﬂéut in ‘the: parha-

;767.

mentary fefﬁon of thxs year.

And alfo another to allow the free.im portatxon of corn, X

and to dlfcontmue the bounty on corn exported. ;.
A blll to continue for a further limited “time thc free

- lmportatlon of wheat and Wheat-meal ‘from any -part of

Europe, and to difcontinue the duties payable on, the-im-

. portation of barley meal and. pulfe, rece:ved the: royal“af-

_ fent this feﬂion of Parhament , Ll
A]fo another for empowering his mdjeﬁy to permlt the

1mportatlon of corn, duty—free, for a. fartler: hmxted

o

£770-

trme. =

\

The quantxty of corn” brougbt mto the port of Lon—
don, between “the 13d..of March and the:- 2d -ofi iJuly, +in
confequence of the differentaés. paﬁ'ed for-the.i importa-

txon of ‘that, neceﬁ’ary art;rcle, amounted ol I 5,497 quar~
ters. :

. . .
0 , AT ur; ) S FEE

A bxll recexved the 1oyal aﬁ'ent rthrsﬁyea:r for regr&ermg

~

.
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the p}xces at whxch born is fold m the feveral countnes of

Great Britain. The pteamble fo thxs adt only fuggeﬁs
that a reglftel of thie prices at which corn is- fold in the

their quarter-feﬂions next after” September 205’ annually
to direét retutns to: be miadé weekly. of the prices. of
wheat, 1ye; barley, odts; and beans, from fo many.n mar-
ket-towns within their refpeé’rrve countles as they {hall
think- proper, -not bemg lefs than twe, nor more than ﬁx,
and to appomt a proper p,er{'on to fend the fame to 4
perfdn to be Appointed to receive them and in café fuch

performmcr ity any two juftices aé’tmg for the county
imay appoint another till the “next quarter-feﬂions; at

or choofe anothel.——-,By thxs aé’c, the meal—welghers of
the’ c:ty of Londop are to ta}ke an’ aocount of ithe prices
at'the. markets withm the: fatd city, and return the average
’ weekly to- the, perfon appomted to receive the fame.
“ The Ju{’uces for each county lhall caufe alfo a ﬁan-
dard Wincheftér bu{hel of eight’ gallons to be kept at
gvery market—towp from whence fuch returns fhall. be
miade; and fuch returns ﬂ}all be the average prices by

alfo byt that Wmchel‘cer bu{hel

appomt a’ ﬁt perfon to recewe the, returns at the treafury,
and to. enrer them fa1rly in a book kept for that purpofe.
. And all €XpOrts- “and 1mports of grain® from and .into
Qreat Bx itain, , wrth the, bountxes patd and recexved there-

5‘4

feveral cotinties of Gréaf Brxtam will be of pubhc and
general advantage, for whlch reafon the Ju{hces of- the/ ‘
seace’ for each ‘county in "Great Britain' are requxred ‘at .

perfon fhall die, negleé’c his duty, or become mcapable of .

~ which the Ju{’clces iy either conﬁrm fuch appomtment'

the cn{tomary meafure of each refpeé’twe market, and

KZ By this a& the lord hxgh-treafurer is empowered to

on,.to be tranfmxtted annually to the fame perfon, and'
: reglﬁ;ered in proper books by the perfon appomted to re« R
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b ‘ceive. the returns of the prices from-the feveral countxes. |
It was ena&'ed to contmue in force for feven ear ) {
St D =
‘ ‘ LT Y, B The followmg TABLE wxll fhow ‘the antxty “5E
| e —— 7 , : g WHEAT and FLOUR exported from 1779 to 1786."

An ACCOUNT of the drvemge Przt:e ey" Comv in ENGLAND and . YEAR.| ' The Amcle ) EB,-‘iiim Qrs. Eor::'lgn do. Impq\r’t. dos
WALEs, by the Standard Winchefler Bzgﬁjel Sor Engt Years, | . 1779 Wheat,wheabmeai , '; ST I
from tbe Commenccment of the C “R At i R , nd wheat: ﬁour, e 0, S0y ]

o e o o o i e || Eahilg o) s | 407
77 ‘ . DRI AR Cwas = = = =) T R ring
. YEAR yw_{iea_t: | R}eBarh,y oats Beans | ) Bounty paxd on exportatxon was 54,506[ 2s. 6d

| 5 'ié{--‘e d,-;-;! So ol s da ‘:'“‘;'s.jd.'.f Fise dei Average--—wheat, 43- 2 1dis H ryea 25' IIa'., barley, ‘

ERRYVAIRE AR S N S 1 "3 2% 2 1] '3 63 a5 gdi.; oats, 1s. 94.; beans, 35 O—-a’., pe,r ﬁandard
1772 16 4 L 47 |3 2 | 2er] 59 B “Winchefter buthel: e e

el 1<4T 4 z ‘ 3 62 2t .4' % . YEAR, The Article. ﬁ Brm{h st Fore:on ‘aer} mport do. .
pmre | 6 0 14z : S i
77+ Do 7 g 4 ;37'* 3 '6,‘% 2 ..2% 3 10% 1780. Britifh wheat, and :

1775 6 o;-‘ '4'4_ 11_2 3 3] 2 ‘63' ‘ ‘ ~ wheat-flour - } 200’179 74999+ 304'0 i
1 - . * - ‘ * 3 7‘j B £ B {From Scotland - «|' 15,874. . Ditto ,-3‘73” '
‘ _ 1777 Jd o5 8] 3 2. 6% C1oul 3> ‘62 N} L Bounnes and drawbacks on corn exported 77,7457
| 'Av.er'a‘ge o r( ix' - L 2 T I - Average prxce of corn in England and VVales, by the
5 Neme { 510z 3 Tz} s (205 3 8 S ftandard Winchefter buthel, as follows:
‘ ' ' ' SR BRI , Wheat, 4s. §3d.; 1ye, 25..93d.; barley, 25 1345
; RS RSSO = N oats, 1s. 7343 beans, 25 9id. | . o
. “The' prlces of the fineft and coarfe{’c forts of gram o6 " R .
, nerally exceed and reduce the aver agc prxce as rollows ; ‘
g : S ey B
B bvfhel-whean 6d, e, 3d barley, 3. oaté, |
: ' ; ‘;321., ueam;, 6d LA Sy ' ‘
- ’
! A . - .

i
- h
T




a4
EAR. | Whew | e | “hay. | P
.17'9;1‘.,,,:5-_ 7 8':‘"4"f AR ER I '_8%‘ 5 vlq%..
cwptel-sui)| 3 gkl 2 ot f rrof] 5 4
3783 1 6.2 1.4 5—; 3 9% 25% 44
"_178.5._ | 5. 2% 36 :"3 o 2 13| 310
1786 | 4102 |3 42| 3 ox| s 5 |4 i

It may, perhaps, be worth attentlon, that; ﬂom the
Ref’coratlon to the prefent wmra, the tonnage of Britifh
tradmg fhipping increafed from nmety-ﬁve thoufgnd two
“hundred and - fixty-fix tons to ;more than twelve hundred
thoufand tons; the qumber 4f veflels conﬂ:xtutmg fuch
| tonrxage amountmg to feventeen - thoufand two. thundred :
N and ninety-five, and navigated by near one hundred and
; \thxrty thoufand men and boys |

A prodigious increafe in httle more than ¢ ong hundrc&
and th:rty years' -

\
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L “’“PRoDUCT of‘ the under—mentxoned MAa

e

REY in 1789 was calculated xn the followmg

coh it

- 6305000 0
. 7805000, .

.......

3:400,000;, .

B

i

v

., 1,000,000, . ..

. 3,3605000 o

T g6ot0.
1,650,000t ;-

1,000,000 -

- 8,700,000 - . -

~ ;;;1?7;5%99011, T,

The 1ron, glafs, and percelam, then en a, rapxd Adne
creafe.

Tm and Ieather declxnmg.,
Paper mcreaﬁng o
Flax rather failmg ) _
Hemp ﬁatmnary A o
lek rather 1ncreaﬁng e e

His ‘Grace ‘of Portland is faid to bc in poﬁ%ﬁion of o

“ealchlation that makes the fabncs employ 5,250,000

“Houls" "—~Smce the ‘above Well-authentlcated document was
"‘pubhfheﬁ an amazmg mcreafe has taken placv in, all the
*manufa&ures. ' , :

SRS T———

N o e

S st e
[ B



F‘rom the accounts of the Irxfh fithety in this yeasy , - 'éﬁ'—’é}-\* 48 ii;“étpp‘e‘a’r"i Tom. CXp& fv h"“’ ‘fa {“ﬁlc‘e"t A

' We find tnt the herrm s,came, upon the north-weft coalt - DRI AR O o 1t s ufed, tlre; ﬂ‘a ibo preferved 2% well as
ngs 1o 'y quantity of “fd )y LICY: _
of Irdand al)o"let“the;llle}s,("c‘,\\yeel; an, June, aml contmued 25 ‘ 1he¢wmt er—herrmgs e but by nm« “taking propef

'untll all)out “the laft week. i in September. At ‘ﬁr& : hey
ere of ﬁnall ﬁze, but ‘increafed conﬁderably, and lat-/
terly the§-were lalge, but” by no. méans’ the ﬁze of the i
winter ‘Hérrings. ‘It is almoft lmpoﬁible to make any ""
kind of" fatlsfaé‘tory conjecture, 6f the numbers that werd "
‘taken. Therc was, for d conﬁderable part of” that time,
110 othét demand than. fiom the country’ about thirty
miles round ;> wlnle the takewas {6 very great, ax}d the -
demand fo: fm;rll that incredible numbéfs Were thrown : :
< awaj'~and «upon an"avérage price forka month they
~did not® exceed 10d. pér thoufand The ﬁlllrlber was at
times {67 great, that 44. ¥d. or 6d4. wis the pnce of a
horfe-164d, smd “there - vas no réftrition 'as ‘to’ the load.
~ They Wwere-boiled for” oil; the price of WlllCl’l ‘was 10d.
per gallon, and ‘was véry good for lamps. T This> kind of
oil was much mfed l)y curriers. ; ‘Fhe number of boats
emoloy ed.in_the herrmg-hfhery was from 70 to 100; and
during the helrrht of the feafon each boat could have
“fakef] “at'ledft, “as inany ‘more! as they did,” as it was fel+-
dom nece fl'ary to {hoot their nets more than once for the
boat-load. As to the fum each boat made “it'is faid to be

RSATEE I

about 54/.; and, computing the price 5F 1enmgs to be : 20d.

[N

per thoufand, each boat took 648,000, wluch, mult1phed

by 70 (the loweft number of boats’ employed), mal{e&
the number amount to 4, 560 ooo, exclufive of what
were bo:led for- 011 and thrown away - It .nay ‘not; per-
“haps’ be Jmproper to. obferve in this place, that the fup-
e poﬁtxon of herungs taken in ]uly, Augu{l,\,and Septem-a

L Bty being. mcapable of a. propet Mfate of cuung on ac-

=] nlr 48} -
“count of - their’ very extraordmary r1chnefs, is founded.i m

v
Ty

ilt, the ‘c'omrnod ty' h s, béew

Sty rq'l“' P

. um“ i ’x"»’-'
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AN \ccouNT of the Vagiyagi_on_s,;jg the Rate. of Duty

on Com-Wath, from' Midfumét 1440 to Midfimt,
- mer’ 1786, -calculated. from thie refpective Varations in

.. the. Dnties. on lowWines,and, Spirits:; together with

an_ Account of the ayerage
" ally made, and the average” Amoiint of the
~nually colleted, under each Rate, -7 Gt il

ke ‘ Average; ‘.Qu:;ntity Rja 'é or Ga oﬁ A‘jer., . Am?‘f“t_‘
AR pe S Wat | ety eore
) ' ~ ‘Ieé‘t,ed. »'

- catLons.| 4 | 7. s
1751 | 571,305 | 1% 319,321 0~ -
wss) |}

I . : .

z;ﬁ 4548800 | 237 1363758 o
e ) o ST
;gg; o BT bty 414057 o

17 | T

1763 SR o SRR
1766 || . b
1768 PR R . L
1769 . . A

1770 ; B i S
X771 ) - ‘
1;;2 o 2‘1180:019 ‘ 7 ‘ ‘ 4_23?712 11 k

3 || , . . ’

Y }774 , . -} o .
sl

. ;;;5 | ’ An a_ddAi.tional, duty ‘was impofcd'in the ':ye;r ];151 ;’

ut no fpirits fubjedt to that duty were made till the y o

2778 | | 1752, In March, 1157, the making of fpirits from ooy,
17%9 J was prohj})ited': the p?ol'rit;;tio;kex:xgclé({ f}:; Atp:;l 1?760?
1701 -

. 1;82' } 2,299,493 75 +5  |489,787 16

- 178 . 2 1 e 7

08 |§ 438442 | 8% §§§:‘§?? e

s | o148l s 314,040 ©
1760 1 4100,314 1 "5 | 427,741 o

Exclufive of t\;'o five-per-cents, w7z, that of April 6, 17 il
_ ufive of twe . iz, "9, and
1781 including. the two five-per-cents of 1749 };::d 1,'781; »o A'PHI/G,
‘”égqlgdmg thrde ﬁve-pe;—cents. the laft of which was impofed July 26,

Quantity of Spijs, anny-, -
uties an- -

79

" Having ftated the fluGtuation in the price of grain and
- provifions, from the Norman conqueft to within the laft

fifteen years, it is unneceffary to. trouble ‘the reader with

further accounts, which he may infpe& every day, and

which are probably within )be»memory of every ong who
may read this pamphlet. .0 . o
What I have placed before him: at one view may be

- found extremely ufeful as well as entertaining, efpecially

as I have introduced fome mifcellaneous: matters, which,
may prove inftruétive to thofe who have neither leifure
nor opportunity to confult the {éveral autliors I have com-

piled that part -of my work from,. An attentive pernfal

will evince that ¢fablifbing granaries for corn, controuling

the markets for other articles ‘of fubfiftence, employing a

greater number- of boats for fea ‘and"river fithery, and
granting bounties for procuring fupplies on cheaper terms,

formed no .immaterial part of the policy of our a‘nccﬂ:'ors,(

and may well deferve imitation.

. THE ENDe




\ bBSERVATIQNs,\

WITH R

|
: | »
Foreﬁal/zng, Regnzz‘mg, and Inguﬁ“;zg, o Ve §
REMARKS AND REFLECTIONS R
. COAL TRADE, &e.
| . ENTERED, AT'.STATIONERS’ HALL.

' PRICE SIX SHILLINGS IN BOARDS,

. . . ;
' . » |
' - / . . . . . .

. - i ' - i

&, HAN!ILTON, PRII\TER, REENE S | o ) )
]'ALCON-COURT FLEET o'xm';r::r, LONDON. e R . ’ R .

. - —

e P s ot + ot et e it 3

’

!
. 1 l"l
“ o
7/ ,‘ ‘ ‘
[ |
- Neooa

| . i i - . v e e e S PRt RS

it o LAY T et







