


T HE ffo‘Ilo'Wil]g"Sp66Ch has ’beén-- muCh

_the fubje& of converfation; and the

defire of having it printed was laft fummer very
‘general,  The means of gratifying the public .
~curiofity  were -obligingly furnithed from the

notes of fome Gentlemen, Members of the:

- laft Parliament,

This piecé has been fdr fome moﬁths ready

for the prefs. But a delicacy, poflibly over

fcrupulous, has delayed the publication to this
time. ‘The friends of adminiftration have been -
ufed to attribute a great deal of the oppofition
to their meafures in America to the writings
publithed in England. The Editor of this

Speech kept it back, until all the meafures
- of government have had their full operation,
~and"can be no longer affected, if ever they

could have been affetted, by any publication.
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Moft Readers will recollet the uncommon
ains taken at the beginning of the laft feffion
of the laft Parllament, and 1ndeed durmg the

whole courfe of it, to afperfe the charaéters,

“and decry the meafures, of thofe who™ were
{uppofed -to be friends to Ametica s  in order

to weaken the effelt of their oppofition to the

alts of rigour then preparing againft the Calo-

nies.” This Speech contains a full refutation

‘of” the chafges againft that patty with which

‘M. Burke has all along a&ted. In doing this,

he has taken a review of the effe@s of all the -

{chemes which have been fucceﬁively adopted
in the government of the Plantations, The

fubje@c is mtereﬁmg; the matters of lnforma- :
- tion varlous, and important ;, And the pubh-,
‘dation at this time, the Edrtor hopes, wxll noﬁ

be thought unfeafonable,

. SPEECH

URING the laft Seffion: of the Taft
| Parliament, on ther oth of April, 17745

"_Mr. Rofe. Fuller, Member for- Rye, made the °

ffellqwmg Motlon, ‘That an A& made . in

~the feventh Year of the reign of his prefent
,,.Majeff’cy, intituled, ¢« An A& for granting

44 gertain Dutles in the Brmfh Colomes and

KL Plam;atlons 'in America; for allowing a
- «¢ Drawback. of the Duties of Cuftoms upon -
~«.the - Exportation . from this ngdom of
g‘ Co{fee and- Cocoa Nuts, of . the Produce of

.«.“ tn;mmg the Drawbacks payable on Chma
- 4¢ Earthen. Ware exported to America; . and
«« for more effetually preventing the clandef-
=« tine Ruthning.of -Goods, in the faid Colomes

s and Plantatrons

” mrght be. read

\
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And the fame being read accordingly 3 He

‘moved, ¢ That this Houfe will, upon this day

¢ fevenmght, refolve itfelf into a Committee; of
« the whole Houfe, to take into confideration

"¢ the duty of 34. per pound Wexght upon tea,

« payable in all his Majefty’s Dominions in

¢« America, 1mpofed by the faid Aét; and alfo

6t the appropnauon of the iald duty

On th1s latter monon a warm and 1ntereﬁ-
ing” debate arofe, in VVthh Mr. Edrnund

: Burke fpoke as follows. el

SIR

?I’A ree with the Honourable Gentleman*

who fpoke laft, that this fubjet is not ‘new

in this Houfe. Very difagreeably to this Houle,
" very unfortunately to this Nation, and to the
- peage and profperity of this whole Emplre, no

topic has been more familiar to us. For nine

‘long years, feffion after fefion, we have beehr
Tafhed round and round this miferable circle of
‘occafional arguments and temporary expedi-
‘ents. I am {ure our heads muft turn, and our
’ i’tomachs naufeate with them: We have had
" them in every fhape; we have looked at them
- ‘in‘every point of view. Invention is exhauft-
, ed reafon 18 fatlgued, expenence has glven

{#: Charles. Wolﬁ'an Cornwall Efq, Iately appomted one of the; _

Lords of the T 1eafury, NS

Judgement ;

[7]

judgement ; but obﬁmacy is not yct cona-;

quered

_-The ., ~.Hon.~Gen\t1eman.has. made one ens’
deavour . more-to ‘diverfify ‘the form .of this
difgufting argument. He has thrown out a:
{peech compofed almoft entirely of challenges.

Challenges are, ferlous things s . and: as-he is.a

man of- prudence as well as refolution, I dare;
fay he has.very well weighed thofe challenges
before: he delivered them. I had long the hap~

pinefs to fitat the fame fide of the Houfe, . and
to-agree with the Hon. Gentleman  on alk

the "American queftions. - My fentlments, o
am- {ure, are well known to him; and I

thought I had been perfeétly acquamted with

- his. Though Ifind, myfelf miftaken, he wilk

{till permit me to ufe the privilege. of an old
- friendthip; he will permit me to apply myfelf
to the Houfe under the fan&ion. of his autho~

rity ;:and, on the various grounds he has mea-
fured out, to fubmit to you the poor opinions

“which I have formed, upon a .matter of im=
portance enough ‘to demand ‘the. fulleft. cons,

fideration 1 could- beftow upon it.

“He has ﬁqted to the Houfe two. grounds of -

dehberatmn, one narrow and ﬁmple, and merely
confined to the: quef‘uon on “your:.paper : the

other:more large and. mere complicated ; com=

prehendmg the whole {eries of the: parhamenu

tary pxoceedmgs with regard to America, theit.

caufes, and their confequences. W 1th regard
LT A 4_ e tQ
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“to the latter ground,. he ‘ftates it as ulelefs,

and thinks it may be even dangerous, to eiter:

~into fo extenfive a field of enquiry. Yet, to
iy forprize, he had lardly - 14id -down this
reftri&ive propoﬁtlon, to which his authority

would Mave ‘given{6 much weight, when"di~
rectly, ‘arid with thefame authority, he ‘con-

demns it and declares it abfolutely neceffary

to “enter into the moft ample-hiftorical detail,
His 1 zeal chas’ thrown him a ‘little‘ out of his
ufual aceuracy. - In this: perplemty ‘what thall
we'de, S1r, who. are willing “to fubmit to the

Tdw he givesus?“He has reprobated in one part

of hisdp eechithe rule ‘he had laid :down for

- debate in the other’; ‘and, after narrowing the
round for-'all’thofe who are to ‘fpeak after
.him, he takes an excuifion hxmfelf ‘as - uni-

bounded ‘as’ the- fubje& and the extent of hls
great abxlmes. B :

er, When I cannot obey all hxs laws, I

Will do the beft 1 éan:® Towill endeavour to

obey fich-of them as have'the fanction of -his:
- example ;3 'and ‘to ‘ftick “to “that rule, which,
- though not- confiftent “with ‘the ‘other, is t‘he.

tooft: ratmnzrl ‘He was certainly in the right
when “he took “the matter largely. T cannot

prevail on miyfelf to agree with him in- bis

eenfure of his. own’ eondu& It is -net,, ‘he

~ will give . me leave to fay," ither " ufelefs “or

“He ‘afferts, that retrofpe& is'not

xvlfe, and the pmper, the enly proper, fubje& B
| - - of

dangeroug.

[9]

of enquiry is, ¢ niot how we got iito this dxf’-’
«ficulty, but how we'are to get out of-it.”*
- Inother words, we dre, according to-him, ‘to
¢onfult our invention, and to'rejedt our expes
‘fience. ‘The mode of délibération he recomi«-
‘mends 18- dzamet‘rlcally oppofite to every tule of

redfon, and ‘every principle-of good fenfe efta-

blithed amongft mankind. . For, that ferife and

that reafon, 1 have always underﬁood abfol
lutely to prefcribe, whenever ‘we are mvolved

‘in’ difficulties from ‘the meafures we have: pur-.
fued, that we fhould take a firi& review of

thofe ‘meafures, ‘in -order to correét our ‘errors

if they thould be comgxble or atleaft to- avoid
“a dull uniformity in mifchief, and the- ‘unpi-
tied calamity of bemg repeatedly caught n the

fame fnare. B

er, I W111 freely follow the Hon Gentle—
man in his hiftorical difcuffion, without the
leaft management for men or meafures, farther

‘than as they fhall feem to meto’ deférve it.
But before T go into that large conﬁderatxon,
* becaufe I'would omit nothing that can give the
Houfe fatisfation, T with to tyead the nar-

row ground to which alone' the Hon. Gentle-

man, in one part of hlS fpeech has fo ﬁri&ly
@:onﬁned ws.

He deﬁres to know, whether, if we were to

| repeal this tax, agreeably to the propofition of
i the Hon. Geut}eman who made the motlon, ‘

“the
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the Americans. would. not take poft-on this

conceiﬁon, in order to. make a new attack on.
‘the next body of taxes; and whether. they
would not- call for.a repeal of the duty on wine,
as. loudly as they do now for the repeal of the.
duty 'on tea? Sir, 1 can give no fecurity on
this fubject.  But. I will'do all that T can, and
all that can be fairly- demandeéd. . To the ex~
perience -which the Hon. Gentleman reprobates

in one m{’tant, and reverts to in the next; to
that experience, Wlthout the leaft wavering ot
hefitation on my part, I fteadily. appeal 3 andg

would to God there was no other. arbiter to

dec1de on the vote with whxch the Houfe 1 to
conclude thlS dqy‘ S o ,

When Parhament repealed the Stamp A&
in the year 1766, 1 affirm, firft, that the

Americans.did zoz.in confequence of this mea-
fure call upon you to give up the former par-
liamentary - revenue  which fubfifted in that

Country; or even any one of the articles which

compofe it. Iaffirm alfo, that when, depart-
ing from the maxims “of that repeal, you re-

wved the {cheme of taxation, and thereby filled
‘the minds of the Colonifts with new Jealoufy, .

. and all forts of apprehenfions, then it was that

they quarreled with'the old taxes, as well as
~ the new; then it was, and not till then, that-

they quef’uoned all the parts of your legiflative
ppwex ] and by the battery of {uch queﬁﬁons
: ave

I

have fhaken the fohd {’cmé’cute of th1s Emplre;

to 1ts deepeﬂ: foundatlons. |

‘of thofe two pr0poﬁt10ns I fhall before I
have done, give fuch convincing, fuch damn-
ing ptoof, that however the contrary may. be
‘whifpered in circles, or bawled in news-papers,
they never more. will dare to raife their voices
in this Houfe, I fpeak with great conﬁdence.y

I have reafon for it. The ‘Minifters are Wlth

 me." They at leaft are. convinced that the re-
“peal of the Stamp A& had not; and that no

repeal can’ have, the confequences ‘which the
Hon. Gentleman who defends their’ meafures

is fo much -alarmed at. To their condu&, I
‘refer him for a conclufive anfwer to his ob
Jeéhon. T carry my proof irrefiftibly into the
‘very body of both Miniftry and Parliament ;
not on any general reafoning growing out of
‘collateral matter, but on. the conduct of the
‘Hon. Gentleman’s ‘minifterial frxends on the \
‘new 1evenue itfelf. ‘

The A&: of 1767, Whlch gtants t’hIS tea‘
| ;duty, fets forth in ‘its preamble, that it was
expedient to raife a revenue in America, - for;
the {upport of the civil government there, as

- well as for purpofes ftill more extenfive. To
‘this fupport the A& affigns fix branches of du-
‘ties, About two years after this A& paffed,

the Miniftry, 1 mean the prefent Mmlﬁr Vs

thought it expedlent to repeal five of the du-

‘ tzes,
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ties, and to léave (fm reafons beft known to

- themfelves) only theé fixth ftanding. Suppofe

any :perfon, at-the time of thar repeal, had

“thus addreﬁ'ed the’ Minifter ¥, ¢ Condemnmg,

« a5 you do, the repeal of the Stamp A&,
e’ Why do you venture to repeal the dutles

¢ ypon glafs, paper; and painters. colours? Let

“ your pretence for, the repeal be what it will,
¢ are you not thorough]y convmced that - your
3 conceﬁions will produce, not:. fatlsfa&lon, byt

e 1nfolence in the "Americans; and that the

(3 glvmg up- “thefe taxes will ‘neceffitate the

,,,,,

sl gtving up of all the reft ¥ ThlS ob_]eé’uon
‘was as palpable then as it is now ; and it-was

as’ good for preferving the five duties as for re=

‘taining. the fixth. Befides, the. Minifter will

recollett, that the repeal of the Stamp A& had

but Juﬁ: preceded his repeal and the ill pohcy -
- of that meafure (had it been fo 1mpol1t1c as it

“has been reprefented), and the mifchiefs it pro-

‘duced, were quite recent. ~Upon the pnncxples

therefore of the Hon. Gentleman, upon the

principles of the Minifter himfelf, the Minifter
‘hds nothmg at all to anfwer. He ftands con-
‘demmned by hnnfelf and by all his affociates
old and new, as a deftroyer, in the firft truft

of finance, of the revenues; and in the firflk

rank of honour, as a betrayer of the dxgmty of
_’lus Country | o

~* Lo Nor'th:", then Chancellor of the Exchequer,

Moft

bl

Moﬁ men, _efpecxa]ly great rnen, do not al- »

ways know their well-wifthers. ' I come to

refcue that Noble Lord out of the hands of
thofe he calls his friends; and even out ‘of his

own. 1 will 'do him the _]uf’ace, he 1s denlecl
at home, * He has not been this wicked or im-
prudent man. ‘He knew that a repeal had no
tendency to produce the mifchiefs which give
{o much alarm to his Honourable friend.. - His
work ‘was not bad in its principle, but i 1mper-
fe& in its execution; and the motion on your
paper prefles him only to compleat a proper
plan, which, by fome unfortunate and unac-
countable error, he had left unﬁm(hed

"Tho pe, Slr, the Hon. Gentleman Who fpoke' |

‘la{’c, 1s thoroughly fatisfied, and {atisfied out
of the proceedings of l\/llnlﬁry on their own fa-

~ wourite A&, that his fears from a repeal are

roundlefs. - If he is not, I leave him, and the
Noble Lord who fits by him, to fettle the mat-

- ter, as well as they can, tdgether; for if the

. repeal of ‘American taxes deftroys all our go-
_vernment in America— He is the man!—

and he is the worft of all the repealers, be-

~caufe he is the la{’c

But 1 hear it rung contxnually in my ears,
now and formerly, — < the Preamble ! ‘what
& will become of the Preamble, if you repeal

. “ thls TaxP ?-—I am folry to be compelled fo

often
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" drawn up before me, comp

7

'often to expofe the calamities and difgraces.of
. Parliament.
_ing ‘asit now {tands,
it by the provifionary part e A& ifthat
"één.):b"e“ called * provifionary which makes 0o

 srovifion.  I'thould be afraid _tQ'CXRx'efs my-
"felf in this manner, efpecially in the face of

The preamble of this law, ftand-
inds, has the lie dire¢t given to
y part of the A&; if that

1o formidable array of ability. as is now.
e J »ofed of the antient
houfchold troops of that fide of the Houfe, and
the new recruits from this, -1f the matter were

" pot clear and indifputable.  Nothing but truth
. “could give me this firmnefs; but plain truth -
and clear evidence can be beat down by no abi- -

lity. The Clerk will be fo good as to turn to

. the A&, and to read this favourite Prc;imble v

- Whereas it 'z:';éyzéxpédient"i‘bat .%z revene ]jbo.z-zlz_;z"
“be raifed in your Majefty’s Dominions 1n America,

 for making a more certain and adequate ZﬁrO'tz)y.;'o_}z",
for defraying the charge of the adminiftration
Tof juftice, and {upport of civil government, 7z

fuch Provinces where it fball be found neccﬁéz’r_yi‘ 3

nd towards further. defraying the expences g
defending, protefting, and {fecuring the faxc/i

" Dominions.

 You have heard this pompous performance. .
' Now where is the revenue whwh is to do all )
" thefe mighty things? Five fixths rvepgaled‘-;,-
" bandoned— funk—gone—Tloft for ever. - Does.
" the poor folitary tea duty fupport the purpofgz, |

5

A of 1767,

o5 ]

of this preamble? Is notthe fupply thefe ftated

as efféGtually abandoned as'if the tea duty had

-perithed in the general wreck? "Here, Mr.
- Speaker, is a precious mockery—a preamble

without an a&t— taxes granted in order to be

- .repealed —and the reafons of the grant ftill

carefully kept up! This is raifing a revenue in

Americal This is preferving dignity in Eng -
land! If you repeal this tax in compliance

‘with the motion, I readily admit that you
lofe this fair preamble. ' Eftimate your lofs in’

1it.. ‘T'he objet of the a& is goné already ; and

all you fuffer is the purging the Statute-book

7

falferecital, o

-of the opprobrium of an empty, abfurd, “and

- It has been faid again and again, that the
_-ﬁ.ve;TaXes were repealed on commercial prin-
_ciples. Itis fo faid in the paper in my hand *;

- a paper which I conftantly carry about ; which

1 have often ufed, and fhall often ufe again.

,What is' got by this paltry pretence of com- -
‘mercial principles I know not; for, if your
“government in America is deftroyed by the re-
- peal of Taxes, it is of no confequence upon
‘what ideas the repeal is grounded. " Repeal -
- this Tax too upon commercial principles if
-Yyou pleafe, Thefe principles will ferve as well
now as they did formerly. But you know

* Lord Hilvl_‘{borqugh’s Circular Letter to the Governors of the.

~ Colonies concerning the Repeal of fome of the Duties laid in the

that,
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that, either your objetion to a. ;@pcgl. from
-théfe fuppofed confequences hasno validity, or
that this:pretence never could remove it. This
¢ommercial motive never was believed by any
man, either in -America, which this: Lietter s

meant to foothe, or in ‘England, which it 1s

“meant to deceive.: ¥t wasimpoffible it thould.
Becaufe every man, in the: l‘éailﬁ:-‘aicqug;ﬂtegj
with the detail of Commerce, muft know,
that feveral of. the articles on which the Tax
was.repealed were fitter obje&ts of Duties than
almoft any other articles that could poffibly be:
~chofen'; without comparifon:more fo, than the

Tea that was left taxed'; as infinitely lefs lig- -

ble to be eluded by contraband.. . The Tax
upon Red arid White Lead was of this nature,
You have, in this kingdom, ‘an' advantage 1n
Lead, that amounts to a monopoly. - When
you find yqurfelf in this fituatiop of advantage,

you fometimes venture to tax even your own.

export. You did fo;, fopnvafte_rv the laft war ;
when, upon this principle, you ventured to
impofe a duty on Coals. In all the articles of
. American contraband trade, who ever heard of

the fmuggling of Red Lead, and White Lead?

You might, therefore, well e’n’o_'ugh,i without

' dangef*’of contraband, and without injury to

Commerce (if this were the whole confidera-

tion) ‘have taxed thefe commodities. The

{fame may be faid of Glafs. A‘,Bﬁﬁdesz fome of
‘the things taxed were fo trivial, that the lofs

‘of the objets themfelves and their utter anni-
4 o ~ hilatian

~ fubje@ of controverfy.

et

hilation out of American Comrnerce, would

have been comparatively as nothing.  But is

~ thearticle of Tea fuch an" objéét in the T'rade

- of England, as not to 'be felt, or felt but
{lightly, like White Lead,: and Red Led, and

“Painters Colours? Tea is an objet of far other

importance. -~ ‘Tea is perhaps the moft impor:

- tant obje&, taking it with "its neceflary con-

ne&ions, of any in the mighty circle of our

, h;C_omme‘rcjye.'f If commercial principles had been
“the true motives to the Repeal, or had they

been at all attended to, Tea would have been

the laft article we thould have left taxed for a

R

- Sir, it is not'a pleafant confideration; but.

nothing in the world can read fo awful and fo

inftruétive a leflon, ‘as the condué of Miniftry |

in this Yufinefs, upon the mifchi¢f of not havs

ing large and liberal ideas in' the management.
of great ‘affairs. Never have the fervants of
“the ftate looked. at the whole of your compli~
*cated interefts in one conne@ed view. 'They
- have taken things, by bits and {craps, fomeat
~-one time and one pretence, and {fome at ano-
- ther, juft.as they prefled, without any fort of
‘regard to their relations or-dependencies. | They
“never had any kind of {yftem, right or wrong;
but only invented occafionally {fome miferable
- tale for the. day, in order meanly to fneak out
-of difficulties, into which  they had ‘proud’y
Atrutted,  And they were put to all thete
S s - B -
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ﬂﬁfts’and dev.ic.es, full of meannéfs and full of

mifchief, in order to pilfer piecemeal a repeal
" of an a&, which: they had not the generous
courage, when they found: 7at.1d» felt their error, -
honourably and fairly to dl{:Clalm, | BXfQCl}
management, - by. the irrefiftible operation .of
feeble councils, 10"pg1t£y a fum. as .tvh_ree-vp.e}n.ce |
in the eyes of .4 financier, fo infignificant an
article as tea in-the ey es of a philofopher, have

 haken the pillars of a Commercial Empire that

circled the whole globe.

| Doyou “ffor‘gjct-f,t’l”]a't, 'i’vn; the ve:fy laft _y_e'afs,f'“

you ftood on the precipice of ‘general bank-

runtey? Your danger was indeed g;e,a;t'.'A:"qu
f;>:r1é:)‘re; };li&reﬁ'ec{ in the affairs of the Eaft India:

Company 3 and you well know what fort of

things are involved in the comprehenfive energy
of that fignificant appellation. I am no-‘; cal}ed

upon to enlarge to you on that danger, which
~ you thought proper yourfelves to “aggravate,
"and to difplay to the world with all the parade

of indifcreet declamation. The monopoly of |
the moft lucrative trades, and the poffeflion of

imperial revenues, had brought you to the

verge of beggary and ruin. Such was yous

'replrefeﬁtatiqxlmfpcll, in _fOI}lF, meafure, _v_vasf
y,our -cafe. The vent of Ten *A‘Mﬂhons of
.’poufi)dsv of this ‘commgd}tyz. now logked up by
* the operation of -an injudicious Tax, and jrpt:l
~ ting in the warehoufes of the Company, would

~have prevented all this diftrefs, and all that*

- ferles

 feries of-defperite meafures which you thought
yourfelves obliged to take in confequence of it.
 America would have furnithed that vent, which

o other part of the world can furnith but

America ;. where Tea is next to -a neceflary of
life; and - where the demand grows upon the

fupply. - I hope our dear-bought Eaft India
Committees have: done us. at léaft: {o much

'good, as to let us know, that without a more’
extenfive fale of that article our Eaft India re=

venues ‘and acquifitions can have no certain

-conneion with this country. It is through
- the. American trade of Tea that your Eaft In=
dia: conquefts‘are to be prevented from cruth~

ing you with their burthen, ' 'They are pon=
derous:indeed ; and they muft have that great
country. to lean upon, or they. tumble upon
your head. - It is the fame folly that has loft
you at oncé the benefit of the Weft and of the
Eaft.  This folly has thrown open folding-

doors to contraband ; and will be the means of

giving the profits  of the trade of your Colo-

- nies, to every nation but yourfelves. Never
did a people fuffer fo much for the empty words

of a preamble. * It muft be given up. For on
what principle does it ftand? This famous re=

‘venue ftands, at this hour, on all the debate,
_as a defcription of revenue not as yet known

in all.the comprehenfive (but too comprehen-
five!): vocabulary of finance—a preambulary

- tax. " It is indeed  a tax of fophiftry,. a tax of
- pedantry, a tax of difputation, a tax of war
S T e T T
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| .éhd rebellion, a tax for any thing b“t'b-?neﬂ_tf'
to the impofers, or; fatisfaction to the fubject. -

We';ll‘!‘«btltrﬁwhatcvef it is, gentlemen will

~ force the Colonifts to take the Teas. - You

will force them? has feven years ftruggle been

" vet able to force them? O but it feems < we

< are in the' right‘.—e-”:[?he tax 1s triﬂ‘illgfeiri_

¢ effeCtit is rather an exoneration thanuan Im-
~ ¢« pofition s three-fourths of the duty formetly

¢ payable. on teas exported to .Am?rlca 18
< taken off; the place of colleCtion 13 ;or}ly
¢ fhifted; inftead of the retention of a thilling
« from the draw-back here, it .1s"th_ree-‘genc.9
< cuftom paid in America’” Al this, Sir, 18

_very true. But this is the very folly and mif=

‘c'h/i‘ef of the a&. Incredible as it may feem;

“you know that you have deliberately thrown
away a largé -duty which you held fecure and

quiet in your-hands, : for 'th{alvai_n hope of - get-
ting one three fourths lefs, through every ha-
zard, through certain litigation, and poffibly

-through war. -

Th‘vé’vmam;jer of ’prbclz’eeding in the duties on
. paper and glafs impofed by the fame a&, was

~exaély in the fame {pirit. There are heavy
exoifes on thofe articles when ufed in'England.

On export, thefe excifes are drawn back. But

“inftead of -withholding the draw-back, which

“might  have been done, with eafe, without

“charge, without poffibility . of {muggling; and
‘ T mﬁcg_d

3
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inftead of applying the money (money already

in’ your hands).according to your pleafure, you

. began your operations in finance by flinging

away your revenue; you allowed the whole
draw-back on export, and then you:charged

the j‘d'utyiﬁf(whi,chfyc';-u had before.difcharged;).

payable inthe Colonies ;' where it was certain:

the. colle&ion would.devour it to the bone; if. .

any.revenue were ever fuffered to be colleGted
at all,. 'One fpirit- pervades. and animates the

r
£

i
R I

© Could any.thing be a {ubje& .of more jnft
alarm to America, -than to fee you: go out of
the: plain high  road of finance, and " give up
your-meft certain' revenues and your cleareft
intereft, ‘merely for the fake of infulting your

- Colonies? "No man ever doubted that the com=

modity of Tea could bear an.impofition of three=

- pence.. But no commodity: will beat: three-
‘pence, or'will bear a penny, when the gene-

ral feelings of men-are irritated; and two mils

lions of ‘people are refolved not.to pay. .The
feelings of the:Colonies were formerly the feels
ings of Great Britain. . 'Theirs were formerly

‘the feelings of Mr. ‘Hampden when called
‘upon. for the payment of twenty thillings.
‘Would . twenty * fhillings have rained Mr,
‘Hampden’s fortune ? :No! but:the payment of

- half twenty thillings, on the principle it 'was -
‘demanded;  would have ‘made him a flave; It
1s the weight of that preamble, of which you

Bz - are
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aré fo fond, and not ‘the weight of the (duty,
that the Americans are unable and unwilling to:

beaf‘ A

s
l. _

It is then, Sif, upon. the principle of this

fﬁeafuw‘,“fﬁnd nothing elfe, ‘that we -ate at
iffuc. It is a principle of political expediency.

rYo’_ur»' a& of r767“ afferts,’

1769, ‘which takes away. that revenue, . con=
tradicts the a& of 1767; and, by fomething

much ftronger than words, afferts, .that it is -

1not, expedient, It is :a -reflexibn- upbh; your

wifdom: to-perfift in a folemn. parliamentary: |

declaration- of the expediency ‘of any .objeét;
for which, at the fame: time, you make no.
fort of provifion.. And.pray, Sir, let nat:this

circumitance:efcape youss: 1t 18 very ‘material 3

that the preamble: of - this’ act, which.we with
to repeal, is not declaratory.of a right, asofome

gentlemen {eem to argueit 3 it is only a recital

of ‘the 'expé;dz'ency of a.certain exercife of a fi ght
fuppofed: already: to have:been flerted 5 an €x=

ercife you arenow contenditig’ for by.-ways and
‘means, ‘which you confefs; though they, were
obeyed; tobe utterly infufficient for their pur-
pofe. . Yiou-are therefore at this moment in the
aukward: fituation of fighting for a phantom;
Ja‘quiddity; -ai:thing that wants, not only ‘a
fubftance, but even: a .namej  for a: thing,
swhich is neither abftract right, nor:. profitable
enjoyment, - T N R s e

that it is expedient . -
~ to raifera revenue in ‘America; yourvat of ..

_to it. . 1know not

- you can.

_meet him; becaufe I enter the lifts

| B S I A
.. "They tell you, Sir, that your dignity is tied

to. be. the means of attaining {ome ufeful end;

and then'] am content to allow it what dignity

‘you pleafe. But what digpity is derived from:
~the perfeverance in abfurdity is more. than
.ever 1 could difcern. The Hon. Gentleman -

. ’ . p

" has faid well—indeed, in moft of his general -

obfervations I agree with him—he fays, that

this fubje does not {tand as it did formerly.
_Oh, certainly not! every hour you continue
~on this ill-chofen ground, - your difficulties
. thicken on you; and therefore my conclufion
is, remove from._a bad pofition as quickly as
The difgrace, and the. neceflity of

yielding,._both of them, grow upon you every

 hour of your delay. - , N
" But will you repeal the a, fays the

Hon, Gentleman, .at this inftant when ; Ame-
rica is in open refiftance to your authority,

~ _and that you have juft revived your {yftem of
‘taxation! He thinks he has driven us into. a
_ corner. But thus pent up, 1 am content to

ne Tt fupported

.'by my old authority, his new friends, the mi-
- pifters themfelves.

B4

o it. I how it happens, but this dig-
~nity of yours is a terrible incumbrance to. you ;
for it has of late been ever ‘at. war with your
intereft, your equity, and every idea of your
~policy. Shew the thing you contend for to be
.reafon ; {hew it to be common fenfe 3 thew it

The Hon. Gentleman re-
- " members,
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members, that about- five years ago as great
difturbances :as the prefent prevailed in Ame-
.rica on account of the new taxes. ‘The minif-
‘ters reprefented thefe difturbances as treafon-
“able; and this Houfe thought proper, on' that

‘reprefentation, to make a famous addrefs for -

‘a revival, and for anew application, of a ftatute
of H. VIII. - We befought the King, in that
well-confidered: addrefs, to inquire into trea=
{ons, and to bring the {uppofed traitors from
“America to- Great Britain for trial.  His Ma-

Jefty was 'ple'aféd gracioufly to promife a com~

~ pliance with our requeft. ‘All the attempts

“from this fide of the Houfe to'refift thefe vio- |

“lences, and to “bring about a repeal, were
“treated with the utmoft fcorn. -An appre-
“henfion of the very confequences now ftated
by the Hon. Gentleman, was then given as a
~rezfon for thutting the door againit™all -hope
“of fuch an alteration.. And fo firong was the
Apirit for fupporting the new taxes; ‘that the

{effion concluded with the following remark~

able declaration.. After ftating the vigorous
“m afures which had been purfued; the Speech

| from ‘,thé throne proceeds : - |
 You have affured me. of youk- firm fup]ﬁof-z‘*iﬂ

- ¢he profecution of them. Nothing, in my opinion,

" could be more kely to onable the well-difpofed

- among my- fubjeéts inthat part of the world, ef-
“fectually to difcourage and defeat the defigns of the

fa‘fhoz&s and feditious, than the hearty concurrence |

of

251

of every branch of the Legiflatire, in maintain-

ing the execution of the laws “in every part of

-_in’jzdbmi;zz’o_m.ﬁ SRR

After this no man dreamt that a repeal under

this miniftry could poffibly take place: The
Hon. Gentleman knows.as wéll as I, that the
‘idea- was utterly-exploded by ‘thofe who {fway

the Houfe. ~This Speech was made on the -

ninth day of May, 1 76¢.. Five days after. this
- Speech, - thatis, “on the -13th of the {ame

" month, the public Circular Letter, a patt of
‘which' I am ‘going to réad to you; was writ=
ten by Lord Hillfborough, Secretary of State

_for the Colonies.  After reciting the {ubftance .

of the King's Speech, he goes on thus:
<&’ can take upon me io affure you, notwith-
< flanding - infinuations 1o the contrary, from men
“e“qpizh faGious and feditious views, #hat bis

‘~‘{“"_"Majé/iy’«s‘plfé'fent' adminiftration have at no

« 4 time entertained a jdeﬁgn: to’ propofe to par-
“ ¢ liament - to lay any - further taxes upon
¢« America, for the purpofe of RAISING A

-« REVENUE; and that it is at prefent their

e intention to° propofé, the next Sefon of Par-
-« [igment, to take off the duties upon glafs, paper,
"< and colours,” upon confideration of fuch duties
- ¢ having been laid contrary to the true prin-
% ciples of Commerees - o
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- ¢¢ Thefe bave .always: been, and ftill - are,
- s the fentiments of his Majefty’s, prefent fer-
« vants ; and by which their condult in refpc&
s "vor: America: has: beetl governed. And his
s Wlajefty relies wpoh your prudence and. fidelity

< for.[uch an. éxplanation of his meafures, as-may-

“#¢ gond to remove the prejudices which. bave been
st pxcited by the ‘mifreprefentations of thofe who
% are; enemies Ho the. peace and profpérity- o
«Great Britain and ber Colonies; and_to v ¢-
ies oftablifh that mutudl -confidénce :and- affe&ion,
s gyponaplich the glory. and fafety of the Britifh
ccfgﬂ&zb;rgdgpgnd,” SeLEE

~ Here, Sir, is a-canonical book:of minifterial
{ctipture ; the general epiftleto the Americans,

. Whit “doesthe ‘gentleman fay to it} Here a

»yepeal - is promifed s promifed without condi~
“tions and while your authority. was aually

orefified. I pafs: by . the public: promife of -2
-Peer relative to - the repeal -of - taxes by this

. Houfe. “T pafs by the ufe of the; King’s name
‘in-a mattef: of Tupply, that facred and. referved
“¥ight of the: Commons; I conceul the ridicu-
- lous figure of Parliament, hurling its: thunders
~at the  gigantic rebellion of America ; ~and
then " five ‘days after, proftrate at the feet of

- thofe affemblies we affetted ito defpife 5 begging
them, by the intervention of our minifterial

- fureties, to receive our fubmiffion ; and heartily
- promifing amendment. Thefe might have

[ 27 1 |
been ferious -matters' foritierly 5 but' we . are
grown ‘wifer than our fathers. - Paffing, theies
fore, from thé conftitytiondl Gonfideration-to
the ‘mere. policy, dods not.ithis Letter flmply,

* that the idéaOf ‘taXlllgAmCl‘icafotthe: Pul‘~

pofe of revenueis-an abomindble projedt; whon

the Miniftry-fuppofc none bat: fadiiaus meny and

?Vith"?f:éditidu s viewsy could charge them:with
it ? does not this Lietter '-'adop.tf andfan&xfy

t‘hfé ,vAl}de'ribcar} diftin&tion of zaxing for a res
wenue?’ doés it not formally “reject -all. futur .

taxation on that principle?-dees it -not. ftate
tth ; r.111;1~1§1’ﬁer1-a'-1. rejection of fuch -prine ipl e oF
taxatioh, not as ‘the occafional, ‘but .fhe’.cona

R ﬁant opi U‘iﬁm of the Kilig’s fervants ? does:it
“not fay. (I care not how ".CO.Ilﬁﬁei:lﬂy\.)% but dees

| ~Amer-‘i‘c;a,'ll’1~as been ‘always. governed by this po-
licy . It goes:a great deal further.” Thefe ex-
- cellent-and trufty fervants-of ‘the King,. JuﬁIy |

fearful left: they ‘themfelves thould have ot all

. ',cr@glit Wlth ‘the world, bring out the .image of
 their gracious Sovereign from the :inmoft and
“moft facred thrine, and.they pawn - hi T asa
fGCurﬂYf(Dl‘l‘hell‘ prom1fes__ “st ‘Mdjcifyl&
#<lies on. your prudence and fidelity. for fuch
“¢¢ an explanation of Ais meafures.” Thefe fen-

timents of the Minifter, and-thefe meafures of

h?fs Majeﬁy, ,z_:an.;o.nly relate to the  principle
| and pratice of taxing for.a revenue; :and ac-
cordingly Lord Botetourt, ftating it as fuch
. A Lt - - [ . e - % L R
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pirit of his inftrudions, endeavour to remove .

the: fears of the Virginian  aflfembly, left the
{entiments, which it {eems: (unknown  to_the
world) had a/ways been thofe of the Minifters,
and by which #heir conductin refpect to America
' bad. been governed, thould by {fome -poffible re-
volution, - favourable :to - wicked ~American

taxers, be  hereafter  counteracted. - He ad-

- drefles them in this manner:

Tt may poffbly be objested; thaty as bis Maje/ly’

prefent. adminifiration. are not immortal;:  zheir

fucceffors may be inclined to attempt to undo what
“the prefent - Minifiers fball have attempted o per-

form s and -to that objection I can- give but this
“anfwer:: that it is my firm opinion, that the plan
- I have flated to you will certainly take place; and
“ghat it will never be departed from; and fo 'dete;_#—
shined am I for ever to abide by it, that I will
be content 10 be declared infamous, if 1 do mot, 1o
the laft bour of my life, at all times, 1n all places,

and. upon all ‘occafions, exert every power. awith

awhich 1 cither am, or-ever fball.be legally invefied,
“in-order to obtain and maintain for the Continent
of America that {atisfaCtion which I have been
“authorifed ‘to promife this day, by 1he confiden-
tial ﬁmtzizz‘s})f our gmcz'ozgs Sovereign,. @Zm to my
certain. knowledge rates his bonour fo high, ‘that
"he would rather part-with his crown, than pre-
{erve it by deceit®.. - o
T e o Aglo-
# A xhaterial ‘point is omitted by Mr. Burke in this fpeech,. viz.

N

" she manner in which the Continent yeceived this royal affurance. The

Affembly -

T2 1

. A glorious and true charaer! which (fince
we fuffer his Minifters with impunity to an-

{wer for his ideas of taxation) we ought ‘to

make it our bufinefs to enable his Majefty to
preferve in all'its luftre. Let him have:cha-
raltet, fince ours is no more! Let fome part of

- B

“gq"vem‘meilt be kept in refpe&t!

© This Bpiftle was not the Letter of Lord
‘Hill{borough folely; though he held the offi-

cial pen. ' It was the letter of the noble Lord -
upon the floor+, and of all the King’s then.
Minifters, who (with I think the exception of

~two only) are his Minifters at this hour.” The

very firft news that a Britith Parliament heard

- of what it was to do.with the duties which-it
" had given and granted to the King, was by the

publication of the votes of American affemblies.

It was- in America that your refolutions were

pre-declared. It was from thence that we

- Aflembly of Virginia, in,'théhf’Addréfs in. aﬁfwer. to ‘Lord Bote-
- tourt’s Speech, exprefs themfelves thus: ¢ We will not fuffer our
¢ prefent hopes, arifing from the pleafing profpect your Lordfhip

« hath fo kindly opened and difplayed to us, to be dafhed by the

¢ bitter reflettion_that any fusure adminiftration will entertain’ a
- «¢ with to depart from that plan, which affords the fureft "and” moft

¢ permanent foundation of public tranquillity and happinefs : No,

~« my Lord, we are {ure our mgf? gracious Sovereign; under whatever

¢t changes may happen in his confidential fervants, will remain im-
«¢ mutable in the ways of truth and-juftice, and that he 1s Zncapadle

¢ of deceiving bis faithful fubjects; and.we efteemn your Lordfhip’s
- ¢¢ information not.only. as . warranted, but even fanclified by.the

¢ royal aword.”
: 4 Lord North, e
B knew
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knew to a certdinty, how much exadly; and
not 2 {cruple more nox lefs, we were to repeals
Wi were unworthy to be-let into the fecret of
our own condué. The affemblies had confi-

dential communications from- his. Majefty’s

confidential fervants.  We were nothing but in~

firuments. Do you, after this, wonder that .
~ you have no weight and no. refpect 1n the Co-

lonies? After this, are you furprized, that

Parliaiment iscevery day-and every where lofing

(I feel it with forrow, L atter it. with reluc<

tance). that revefential affettion, which fo. ens
“dearing -a' names of:; authority ought ever to .

carry with: it that youare obeyed folely from
refpect.to- the bayonets: and that this' Houfe,
the ground: and. pillar of freedom is itfelf held
up-only by ‘the treacherous: under-pinning, and
clumfy buttrefles of arbitrary power 2o L

©If this dignity, which is to fland in the

place of juft- policy -and:.commonn: fenfe, had

~ been confulted, there was a time for preferv-
ing it, and- for reconciling it with any cons

ceffion. Ifin the feflion of 1768, that feffion
of idle terror and empty menaces, you had, as

you were often prefled to do, repealed thefe |
~ taxes; then your firong operations would have

come juftified and enforced, in cafe your con=

ceflions had been returned by outrages. But,
prépofteronfly, you began with violence; and
_ before tetrors could have any effect, either.good

or bad, your minifters immediately ‘begged

pardon, |

-« depend.”

fosr 1 B
pardon, and promifed that repeal to the obftiy
nate Americans which they- had refufed in an
cafy, good-natured, complying Britifh Parlia-

“ment,  The affemblies, which hiad been pubs
licly and avowedly diffolved for zbeir contu,
~ macy, .are called together to. receive your

fubmiffion, Your minifterial diretors bluftered
like tragic tyrants here; and then went mumps.

ing witha fore leg in America, canting, and

whining, and- complaining of faftion,. which -
reprefented them as friends to a revenue from
the Colonies. . I hope nobody.in this, Houfe
will hereafter have the impudence to defend -
American taxes in the name of Miniftry. The-
moment they do, with this letter. of attorney.
in my hand, I will tell them, in the autho--
rifed terms, they arve wretches, < with fadious
< and feditious views; enemies to the. peace
«¢ ang profperity of the Mother Country. and -
¢ the Colonies,” and fubverters ¢ of the

"« mutual affeGion and confidence on which

« the glory and fafety of the Britith Empire

Ty

 After this Letter, the queftion is nomore op

propriety or dignity. ‘They are gone already.

The faith of your Sovereign is pledged for the.

political principle. ‘The general declaration n

_the Letter goes to the whole of it.  You muft

‘therefore either abandon the fcheme of taxing ;

~.or,you muft fend the Minifters tarred and
feathered

to America, who dared to hold out
T the

Y
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“the Royal Faith fo’ry:'a_‘v»'x'enun_ci’a'tiori of all taxes
- for revenue. ‘Them you muft punifh, or ‘this
faith you muft preferve. ‘The prefervation of

this faith is of more confequence than the du-

" ties on red lead, or wbhite lead, or on’ broken,
- glafs, or atlas ordinary, or demi-fine, or blue=
royal, or baflard, or fool’s-cap,. which -you

have given “up; or the three-pence on - tea
which you retained. "T'he Letter went {tampt
with the public-authority of this kingdom.

- The inflru&ions for-the Colony government go

-under no other fanction ; ‘and America cannot

" believe, and will not obey you, if you do not .
. preferve this channel of cornmunication facred.

" You are now. punithing the Colonies for

‘alting .on diftin¢tions, - held out -by -that.very
‘Miniftry  which is - here” thining 1in riches,
‘in favour, and in power; and urging-the pu-

‘had themfelves been the tempters. . -

‘nithment of the very offence, to which they

* Sir, If.reafons refpe&ing fimply your own
commerce, which is your own convenience,

were the fole grounds of the repeal of the five
‘duties ;- why does Lord Hilliborough, in dif-

- -claiming in the name of the King and Mini-
ftry-their ever having had an intent to tax for
‘revenue, mention it as the means ¢ of re-efta- -

<« blithing the confidence and affetion of -the

tes Colonies?” Is it a way of foothing otbers,
“to affure them that you will take good care
of yourfelf? The medium,- the only medium,
- _ . S for

~ made . one -ftep retrograde (it :is. but -one)

1331

“for regaining itheir affedtion :and ¢onfidence.is,
‘that you will take off fomething .opprefiive :to,
~their minds. :Sir, the Letter {trongly enforces
“that idea ; for ‘though :the repeal of the taxes
is promifed-on‘:commercial principles,. yet:the
nfeans-of counterating ¢ :the infinuations -of

« men with fa&tious -and feditious views,” \is

by @ difclaimer of the intention of taxing:for
~revenue, as.a conftant invariable fentimentand

rule of conduét in ithé governmént of Ame=

nca. TN

S

- liremember:that the noble Lotd.onthe:floor,
‘not in :a-former debate to be fure (it would be
diforderly to refer sto it, I fuppofe I read:it
{fomewhere), but the nobleLorif

- {4y, ithat he.did noet-conceive:how it could en-
‘ter into the head-of: man to impofe fuch taxes

as thofe of 17673 I mean thofe taxes which

- he voted for impofing, and voted for repeal- -

ihg—;“-'asébeing taxes,..Contrary.to all-the prin-

ciples: of . commerce, laid on Briti/h Manufas-
Ctares.... . oo e

1 dare:fay-the noble Lord is perfeétly well
~_read, becaufethe duty of his.particular office
~requires he fhould be fo, in all our revenue
‘laws; and in the policy which is to be collected
~ out-of them. Now, Sir, when he had ‘read
~ this a& of American revenue,.and a little re-

covered from his :aftonithment, I {uppofe-he

and

was pleafed:ito
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“and looked at the ag which ftands’ juft before
. in the Statute Book. The American revenuc
& is the forty-fifth chapter; the other. to
- which I refer is thc'fOrty.-‘-fourth of the {fame
 feffion.. Thefe two acts are both to the fame
" purpofe ; both revenue afs; both taxing out’
- ‘of the kingdom ; and both taxing Bgltlfh"ma~-
" nufaftures expdrted. As the .4.5th is an;_a@“c,
for raifing a revenue 1n America, the 44th is
~an a& for raifing a revenue m,‘t.he‘ I{le of Man.
The two alts perfeitly agree 1n all refpedts,

except one. In the act for taxing the Ifle of

.~ Man, the noble Lord will find (iot, as in the
- -American a&, four or five articles) but almoft
" the whole body of Britifh manufaétures, taxed
 _from two and an half to fifteen per cent. and
- {ome articles, fuch as that of fpirits, a great
- deal higher. ‘ »
" mercial to tax the whole mafs- of your manu-
falures, and, let me add, your agriculture

You did not think it uncom-

00 ; . for, 1 now recolle&, *Britith- corn .1s

~ there alfo taxed up to ten per cent. anc.l;_this
too in the very head-quarters, the very gltadel |
 of {fmuggling, the Ile of Man. Now will the
"~ poble Lord condefcénd to tell'me why he re-
. pealed the taxes om yeur manufactures fent
out to America, and not the taxes on the ma-
 pufaGures exported to the Ifle of Man? The
. principle was exaily the fame, the objects
~charged infinitely more extenfive, the duties

without comparifon higher.  Why ? why, not-

Ll

withftanding all his childifh pretexts, kbecau}fe_ |
= . o the

‘Hle of Manj; 2

_juft caufe to expe

‘the - taxes werée. quictly fubmitted to in, the

nd becaufe they raifed a flame

“in America. Your reafons were. political, not .

commercial. The repeal was:made, as Lord
Hillfborough’s Leétter well exprefles it, to re-

‘gain: ¢ the confidence: and affection of the
¢ Colonies, on which the glory and {afety of
"¢ the Britith Empire depend.”: : A wife and
juft motive furely, if ever there was fuch. But
‘the mifchicf and difhonour is, that you have
‘not done what you had given the Colonies

it up. There is no fair dealing in any' part -of

the {t'rz_mv_fa}&fio:i. o

" If you mean to follow your true. motive
_and your public faith, give up. your tax -on.
" tea for raifing a revenue, the principle of which
_ hds, in effé&t, been difclaimed in your-name 3
_and which produces you no advantage 3 1O,
“not a penny. -Or, if you choofe to go on -with

a poor pretence inftead of a {olid reafon, and,

,_,.Wilil ftill adhere to your cant of commnerce,

Ca2 you

, &, when your minifters dif-
~clairned the idea of taxes for a revenue. There -
- is pothing fimple, nothing manly, nothing in-

‘genuous, open, decifive, or fteady, in the pro-
“ceeding, with regard either to "the continu-
“ance or the repeal of the taxes. The whole
“has an air of littlencfs and fraud: ~ The article
 of tea is flurred over in the. Circular Letter,
“as it were by accident—nothing is faid,;'df_ a
refolution either to keep that tax, or.to give

5
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you have ten thoufand times more ftrong
‘cominercial reafons for giving up this duty on
tea, than for abandoning the five others that
you have already renounced

. The Amencan confumptmn of teas is an-

nually, I believe, worth 300,000 1. at the leaft
farthing, If you urge the American violence
as a juftification of your perfeverance in en-
forcing this tax, you know that you can never
anfwer this- plain que{hon-—-Wh did you re-
peal the others given in the fame a&, whilit
- the very fame violence fubfifted ?—But you.did
not find the violence ceafe upon that con-
~ ceffion.—No! becaufe the conceffion was far
thort of fatisfying the principle which Lord
Hillfborough had abjured; or even the pre-
~tence on which the repeal of the other taxes
'was ‘announced: and becaufe, by enabhng the
“Eaft India Company to open a fhop for de-
feating the American refolution not to pay

“that {pecific' tax, you manifeftly fhewed a

- hankermg after the principle of the a&t which
~you formerly had renounced. W hatever road
you take leads to a c,ompllance with. this mo-

“tion. . It opens to you at tht end of every

“vifto.  Your commerce, your pohcy, your
“fpromlfes, your reafons, your pretences, your

confiftency, your 1nconﬁﬁency—-— all Joxntly
obhge you to thxs repeal

-~ fond of)

[ "37’. 1

But {hll it {hcks in our throats, 1f we go fo -

far, the Americans will go farther.—We do
not know that. We ought, from experience,
rather to prefume the contrary. Do we not

~ kneow for certain, that the Americans are ‘going

on as faft as poffible, whilft we refufe to gra-

tify them? can they do more, or can they do-

worfe, if we yield this point? I think this

_conceflion will rather fix a turnpike to prevent.
their further progrefs.

) It is impoffible to an-
{wer for bodies. of men. But I am fure the

natural effet of fidelity, clemency, kindnefs
in governors, is peace, good-will, order, and
efteem, on the part of the governed. I would
certainly, at leaft, give thefe fair principles a’

fair trial 3 which, fince the making of this act
to this hour, they never have had.

S1r, the Hon. Gentleman havmg fpoken

what -he thought neceflary upon the narrow
part of the fubject, I have given him, I hope,
a fatisfaCtory anfwer, He: next prefles me
by a variety of dire& challenges and oblique

reflexions to fiy fomething on the hiftorical
part. I thall therefore, Sir, open myfelf fully

on that important and delicate fubjelt; not
for the fake of telling you a long ftory (which,

I know, Mr. Speaker, you are not particularly

inftru&ion that, I flatter myfelf, will necef-

| ,fanly refult from it. It fhall not be longer,
C 3 | if

but for the fake of the weighty
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mercialy and'the-commerplal;fyﬁeg’l wa lly o

* of what, in the courfe of your trade, you could: -~

*to the unforehnate period of 1764+

~ propofed to’ make: thie Colo

I—"‘ : ’L./-.;i.'

'1f 1 can help it, than fo_ferious -a matter
rc'quir'es. ST RTINS EE S

. Permit ‘me then,” Sir, ‘to lead your: attén=

tion very far back; f-"%}?a,'c‘k”to the a&t of navi-+
gation’s - thétorner-ito

“ftohe’of the policy of this ’

- country withreégdrd to its-colonies. « Sir, that

policy was; “from¢thie beginuing; putely com--

reftrigive:” It was the {yftem“of a'monopoly.”

No"tiade was letloofe from that’ conftraint,t - (8

‘but’'mietely to "enable the Colorifts to difpofe”

not take ;* or, to enable” them " to difpofe : of.

fuch articles a5 ‘we ‘forced : upon. them, ‘and:. - ‘ |

for- which, without fome degree of liberty;

they -could . not “pay. ‘Hence all your {pecific
and detailed - enumerations :-hence the innu-
merable checks and counter=checks : hence
that infirite variety of 'pap,er»chainé’by,~wh1¢h

you bind togethér this 7'qu‘np1,icéted“fjﬁéﬁ of B k1
- the Colonies. #This’ principle of commercial &

Inonopoly rang through no lefs than twenty=

nine A&s of Parliament, from. the year, 1660

ommerce s
eftablithed, as’ that, ‘from“w. ence alone you * R
Paehn diretly and 'by ‘the ‘operation of your |

- In‘all-thofe:a&s the {yftem of c

. fapetintending legiflative power) to the ftrength . §

3 =~
TR

N

that ‘whole period, a parliamentary ' revenue’
from thence was never once in contemplation.
- Accordingly, in all the number of laws paffed
with regard to the Plantations, “the . words
which - diftinguifh - revenue - laws, fpecifi--
cally as fuch, were, 1 think, premeditately
avoided. I do not fay, Sir, that a form of:
‘words alters ‘the nature of the law, or
abridges thé'power of the lawgiver. It cer-
tainly: does not. - However, titles and formal

‘preambles - are not always idle words ;- and.
‘the lawyers frequently argue from them. I~

fate thefe fa&s.to thew, not what was your.

right, but what has been your fettled - po-:

licy.  Our revenue laws have ufually a #ile,
purporting their being grants 5 and the words
give and grant ufually “precede. the enalting
-parts.  Although duties were . impofed  on
America in A&s of King Charles the Second,

and in A&s of King William, no one title of

giving ¢ 'an aid to His Majefty,” or any

other-of the ufual titles to revenue acts, was
“to be found in any of them till 1764 5 nor
" were the words ¢ give and grant’” in any

preamble until the 6th;of George the Second.

However the title of this Aé of George the
‘Second, notwithftanding the words of donationy

cdnﬁders ‘it merely as a regulation of trade,
« An A& for the better fecuring of the trade

«« -of His Majéfty’s Sugar Colonies in America.”

This A& was made on a compromife of all,

Cq lonies:

*and ar the exprefs defire of a part, of the Cor
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lonhies themfelves: It was therefore in fome
meafure with theit confent; and having a title.

~ dire&tly.purporting only a comimercial regula~
tion, and- being' in: truth nothing: more, the
words were pafled by, at'a time when mo jea-"
Joufy was entertained, and: things were little:
ferutinized: * Even Governor Bernard, .in- his®
fecond printed Letter, dated in 1763, givesitas.
his: opinion, that ¢ it was an a&k of probibition;.
¢ not of revenue.” This is certainly true ; that.

rio a& avowedly for the purpofe of revenue,
and with  the ordinary title and recital taken

_together, is found in the ftatute book until
the year I have mentioned; that is, the year -

1764. - All before. this period- ftood on com-
mercial regulation and reftraint. The fcheme:
of a Colony revenue by Britith authority ap-

peared therefore to'the Americans in the light
of a great innovation ; the words of Governor
" Bernard’s' ninth Letter, written in Nov. 1765,

ftate this idea very ftrongly ; ¢ it muft,” fays
‘he, ¢ have been fuppofed, fuch an innovation
a5 a parliamentary taxation, would caufea
« great alarm, and meet with. much ‘oppofition
¢¢ in moft parts of Americay it was quite new
s to the people, and had no vifible bounds {et

s¢ g0 it After ftating the weaknefs of govern-

ment»the‘re_,‘ he fays, ¢ was this a time to in-
s« troduce fo great a novelty as 4 parliamentary
#¢ inland taxation in America?’ Whatever the

~ right might have been, this mode of ufing it

was abfolutely new in policy and pragtice. -

3

[ 41 ] |

~ 8ir, they who are friends to the {chemes of -
~ American revenue fay, that the commercial -
reftraint is full as hard'a law for America to:
live under. 1 think fo too. T think it, if un~
compenfated, to be a condition of as rigorous-
f{ervitude as men can be {ubje&t to.  But.
~~ America bore it from the fundamental a& of
" navigation until 1764.—Why? Becaufe men.
_do bear the inevitable conftitution of their ori-

ginal nature with all its infirmities, The adk

of navigation attended: the Colonies from-their
infancy, grew with their growth, and {trength~
ened with their ftrength. ‘They were con=

firmed-in obedience to 1t, even more by ufage:

than by law. They fcarcely had remembered
a time when they were not fubje& to fuch re~
firaint. Befides, they were indemnified for it
by a pecuniary compenfation. Their monopo-~
1ift happened to be one of the richeft men in
the world. By his immen{e capital (primarily
employed, not for their benefit, but his own)
they were enabled to proceed with: their fithe-
ries, their agriculture, their fhip-building (and

their. trade too within ‘the limitsg, ‘in{uch a

manner as got far the ftart of the flow languid

~ operations of unaffifted nature. This capital
~was a hot-bed to them. Nothing in the-hiftory
of mankind is like their progrefs.: For my
~part, - I never caft an eye on their flourithing
commerce, and their cultivated and com-

modious life, but they feem to me rather an-
o B | tient
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~ not only acquired -commerce,
~ally:created the very- obje&ts of  trade: in. Ame-
" ricas’and-by that creation you raifed the trade
. of this kingdom. at leaft four-fold. . America
~ had the compenfation-of your capital,” which:

oo el e :

~tient nations grown to | erfeCtion through a
" long feries of fortunate ev ents, - and a train of
. fuccefsful - induftry, accu mulating wealth in'
. rnany centuries," than the Colonies. of yefter~:
B ' £ miferable out-cafts, a few -
. years ago, not fo much fent as. thrown out, on:
the bleak and barren fhore of a defolate wilder-:

day;:thanafet o

o nefs 'ih‘réé‘:thoufgnd:-miles from all civilized-in~-

4

pur All th1s was done by England, whllﬁ: En g- |

' Jand purfiied trade, and forgot revenue. You.
‘ but -you. a&u~-

- tnade her bear her fervitude. : She had another
'cér'npenfatiop', which you are: now going to. . .

take away - from her. - She ‘had,  except the

* commercial reftraint, every charaferiftic mark
~ of a free people in all “her. internal concerns.

-~ She had the image of the Britith conftitution. -

" She had the fubitance.. She was taxed by her

 own  reprefentatives. .- She chofe moft of hei”

. own/magiftrates., She paid them all. ~.She -

© had in effe the fole difpofal of her own inter- .
" hal government. This whole Aftate of com-

~ mercial fervitude. and:civil liberty, ‘taken: toge-

ther, is: .certainly ‘not: perfe&t: freedom ;. but

‘¢omparing it with the ordinary cir umftances

PR - S . ~

«condition- © -

B mAmencathea&Ofna‘”gauon nelther:1
~ ever was, obeyed. But if “you ‘takex

~evaded it. - This 1s not

- cafe

" difputable. = Speaking

"

of human nature, it:yds an-

S Sy

&%

- Tknow, . Siry that great and not unfuccefs= |
* ful pains have been‘taken to inflame our minds

by an outcry, in this Houfe.and out of it, that.

nnnnn

lonies through,” I-a

never was diputed i that/it was no where dif=: o

huted for any longth of fime; and on the
~ 'whole; that- it was well ‘obferved:  Wherever
* the A& preffed hard, many individuals indéed

’ | ing. ‘Thefe fcattered

- individuals never’ denied ‘the ‘law;zand .never -
obeyed:it. - Juft as it happens’whenever the
laws of trade, whenéver the laws of revenue, .

* prefs hard upon:the people in‘England; inthat ©
all ‘your’fhores: are:full - of “contraband.~

Your right to give a 'mono

N

areek - from “"Pentland “Frith to ‘the Hle of -
* Wight, in which they do not-{muggle:im-
-menfe quantities of teas;- ‘Eaft India goods, =~}
and brandies. -1 take it: for:granted, that.the = .
authority of Gov. ‘Bernard-in:this point is dn-
_ bg of thefe laws,:as they
“regarded  that ‘part of America now in {o:un=
‘ happy a c“on'diti}()n.‘,v ‘.‘ hefays,“IbehCV #€he

ffirin; < that its -authority: |

PR SES
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our 1o polytotheEaﬂ: e
India Company,- your right to lay immenfe
duties on French brandy, are not: difputedin’
~ England.’ You: donot. make 'this chargeon = -
any man. But you know that thercis nota

happy and a liberal:
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ct are no: where better {upported: Fhfm :ili_ this-.
¢ Province; 1 do not pretend that it is entirely
¢ free from a breach of thefe laws; but that
« fuch “a breach, if difcovered, is juftly pu-

¢ pithed.” What more can you. {ay: of the:

obedience to: thefe laws formed the acknow-
ledgement, inftituted by youfelves, for your,

obedience to any laws in any Country ? An

fuperiority ; and was the payment you origi-i

nally impofed for your proteion. =

. 'Wh-ethef you were right or w‘ro‘ng in»‘ efta-
 blithing the Colonies on the principles of com=
mercial monopoly, rather than on that of re-

venue, is at this'day a problem of mere {pe-
culation. You cannot have both by the
fame authority. To join together the re-
fraints of an univerfal internal and external

monopoly, with an univerfal internal and ex-
ternal taxation, is an unnatural union; perfect

uncompenfated {lavery. You havelong fince de-
cided for yourfelf and them; and you and they

have profpered exceedingly under that decifion.

““'I:.‘hi‘s nation, Sir, never thought of depart-

~ing.from that choice until the period imme-

diately on the clofe of the laft war. Then a

- fcheme of government new in many things
feemed to have been adopted. I faw, or
~thought I faw, feveral {ymptoms of a great

‘change, whilft 1 fat in your gallery, a good
while before T had the honour of a feat .ﬁ'n
o . ‘ this

| I 45 ]
this Houfe. At that period ‘the neceffity was

‘eftablithed of keeping up no lefs than twerity
‘new regiments, with twenty colonels capable

of feats in- this Houfe. ‘This fcheme was

~adopted with very general applaufe from all

fides, at'the very time that, by your conqueits
‘in "America, your danger ‘from foreign at-

‘tempts in that part of the world was ‘much

leflened, or indeed ‘rather quite over.  'When

“this huge encreafe ‘of military eftablithment

was refolved on, a revenue was to be found
‘to fupport fo great a burthen. Country gen-

- tlemen, the great patrons of ceconomy, ‘and

the great refifters of a ftanding armed force,
would not have entered with much- dlacrity
into the vote for fo large and {fo experifivéan
army, if they had been ‘very fure that'they
‘were ‘to continue to pay for it.- But hopes of

another kind were held out to them ; and in
~particular; T well remember, that Mr. Town-

{hend, in a brilliant- harangue on this fub-
jet, did dazzle them, by playing before'their
~eyes the image of a revenue to be raifed in
~Ametica. S Sl e

 Here be‘gan to dawn t’he firft *gliﬁnﬁeffﬁgs

- of this new Colony fyftem. It appeared mare
diftinétly afterwards, when it- was devolved
“upon a perfon to whom, on ‘other accounts,
‘this Country owes very great obligations. = I
~dobelieve, that he had a very ferious defire'to
“benefit the public. But with no fmall ftudy

of
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il .of -the detail, he did. not {eem to. have his

Hl Ciowr at teaft equally, carried to the total cir-
| ~ cuit of our: affairs.  He generally confidered
Ml Fi obieees in lights that were rathe too de-

“tachéd. Whether the ‘bufinefs of an American.

‘yevenue was impofed upon him altogether;

‘whether it was entirely the refult of his own

' ipeculation; or, what is more probable, that

“his own ideas rather coincided with the in-
/ftru&ions he had received ; certain 1t 1s, that,
“with the beft intentions in the world, he firft

P A s 2 e N .

-ought this fatal {cheme, into form, and efta-

~ blifhed it by act of parliament. - -

N Nomancan ‘believe, that at this time of
"day: 1 mean to lean on the venerable memory
. of agreat m,an',.,whofc'lofs;we deplore in com-

_“mon. .. Our little party-differences have been

“long ago compofed; and I have ated more
“with him, and certainly with more pleafure
" with*him, than ever I acted againft him. Un-

' doubtedly M. Grenville was a firft-rate figure
“iirthis country.’ -With a mafculine undet-

“ftanding, and a fout and refolute heart, he

" had an application undiffipated and unwearled,

. He took public bufinefs, not as a duty which
““he was to fulfil, but asa pleafure he was to

" enjoy; and he feemed to. have no delight out

. " of this Houfe, except in fuch things as fome

. way related to.the bufinefs that was to be. done
" within . it.” If he was ambitious, will: {ay

;

7

this for him, his ambition was of a noble and -
A . generous

L4701

.generous ftrain. It was to raifehimfelf; not
by the low pimping politics.of;a court, butto

win his way to power, through the laborious

gradations of . public Aervice;: and to.fecure

. to himfelf a well-earned rank in Parliament,
by a thorough knowledge of its conftitution,, -
and a perfe&t praftice-in all its bufinefs. . .

Sir, if fuch a man fell into errors, it muft

* be from defe&s not ' intrinfical ; they muft be
_rather fought in the particular habits of his
life; which, though they do not.alter the

ground-work of charater, yet tinge it with
their own hue. He was bred in a pfribfefﬁdil;y
~He was bred to the law, which 1s, in. my opi-

nion, one of the firft and. and nobleft of human
{ciences ; a {cience which does more to quicken

. and invigorate the undﬁrﬁandiﬁg,':_than.auf the 2
~ other kinds of learning -put together ;; but it .is.

not apt, except in perfons very happily born,

to open and to. liberdlize the mind exadly in

the fame proportion. Pafling from that ftudy- r

. he did not go very largely into the. world; -
" but plunged into bufinefs; I mean into the
" bufinefs of office; and the limited and fixed
. methods and forms eftablithed there. Much,
_ knowledge is to be had undoubtedly in that
" line; and there is no knowledge which is not

‘valuable. But it may be truly faid, that men
~ too much converfant in office, are rarely minds
- of remarkable enlargement. Their habits of :
" office are apt to give them a turn to think the

 {ubftance




;[' 48 q

: fub{’canee of bufinefs not to be- much ‘more ifn-
. portant ‘than- the - forms in -which . it is ‘con~
“duled. Thefe forms are adapted to.ordinary
occaﬁons s ‘and therefore perfons who are nut-
tured in office do’ ad1n1rably well, -as long as
_ ~‘th1ngs ‘go on in their ‘common order ; but
'~ when the” hxgh roads -are broken up, and the
 waters out, when a new and troubled {cene is
- opened, and the file affords ne precedent, then -
“itis that ‘a greater knowledge of mankind, and
~a far more extenfive comprehenﬁon of thmgs |
s reqmﬁte than ever office ‘gave, -or ‘than: of-
- fice can.ever give. ‘Mr. Grenville thought-bet-
" ter of the wildom and power - of ‘human legif-
~ Yation than'in truth it deferves. He conceived,
- and many conceived along with him, that the
~flourifhing ‘trade .of this-country was greatly
-gwing to law and mﬁltutlon, and-not quite{o
“much to‘libérty ; ‘for but too many are apt-to
beheve regulation-to be commeree, and taxes
to' 'bé revenue. -Among regulations, - that
which flood firft in reputation was: ‘his -idol.
-1 'mean the:aét of navigation. He ‘has - often .

profeffed it to be'fo. “The policy. of that a&

- as, 1 readily admit, in many refpeéts well un-
derftood. But 1 do fay, -that if the a& be fuf--
fered to run ‘the full length ‘of - its -prindiple,

and is not changed and-modified according: to

the change -of “times ‘and -the -fluctuation of o |

'Clrcumﬁances,qt muft do great- ‘mifchief;- and
frequently even defeat its own- purpofe. '

R [P
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After the war; . and in- the laﬁ years of 1t,

the trade of America had encreafed far beyond_

the fpeculatxons of the moft fanguine .imagi-

nations. It fwelled out on every fide: - It filled
all it proper channels to the brim.: It over~

ﬂowed with a nch redundance, and bxeakmg
ats banks on the: right and on the left, it fpread
out upon fome-places, where it was indeed im-

** proper, upon: others where it was only itregu-

Jar.; Itis the nature of. all gxeatnefs not to.be
exa@; and great trade will always be attended

.with . confiderable. abufeb.' The contraband -

will always keep pace in fome meafure with

* the fair trade. It fhould ﬁand as a fundamen-

tal maxim, that no vulgar precaution ought to.
be employed in the cure of evils; which -are
clofely conne&ed with the caufe of our prof-
perity. Perhaps this great perfon turned -his
eye-fomewhat lefs than was juft, towards the

incredible increafe of the fair trade; and looked
‘with fomething of too exquifite a Jealoufy to-

wards the contraband. = He certainly felt a fin-

gular degree of anx1ety on the. fubJe& and
even began to a& from tha aﬁion earlier: thal,l

is commonly imagined. = For whilft he was
firft lord of the admlralty, though not ftrictly
called upon in his official line, he prefented a

very ftrong memorial to the lords of the trea-
fure (my lord Bute was then at the head. of
~ itheboard) ; heavily complalmng of the growth
-of the illicit commerce in America, -Some
.,-m!ichlef happened even at that time from this
R D ' over= -

. \
i e T T T R R e

e e A TG

AR

IR

o A R 0 T,
S e N e T

SR

s T
R e

B




[ 50 1
over-earneft zeal,  Much greater happened
afterwards . when it operated with ~greater
-power in the higheft department of the’ fi-
nances. - The bonds of the a&t of navigation
‘were {traitned fo much, that America was oh
‘the ‘point: of having no trade, either contra-
band or legitimate. They found, under. the
" conftru@ion and execution then ufed, the act
‘no longer tying but a&ually ftrangling: thetm.

~All this coming -with new ‘enumerations’ of

‘commodities; with regulations which in a
‘manner put a ftop to the mutual coafting 1n-
‘tercourfe of the Colonies; with the appoint-

‘ment of courts of admiralty under various 1m- -
‘proper circumftances; with a fudden ‘extinc- -

tion of the paper curréncies; with a compul-
Aory  provifion for the quartering of foldierss
the people of America thought themielves
proceeded againft as delinquents, or at-befl as
people under fufpicion of delinquency ;- and 1n
‘fuch a manner, as they imagined, their recent
fervices'in the war did not at all merit, Any

-of thefe innumerable regulations, perhaps,

~would not have alarmed alone 3 fome m’ight be
thought reafonable; the multitude ftruck them

‘with-terror. -~

- But the g‘r‘and'man'oeubvre in that bufinefs of
“new regulating the Colonies, was the 15th att
of ‘the fourth of George 111; which, befides

“containing feveral of theé matters to which T

“have juft alluded, opened a new principle : and
here propetly began the fecond period-of the

¢¢ nue.”
‘Colonies, that this aét was but a beginning of
~{orrows ; that every . feffion was to -produce
{fomething of the fame kind; that we were to
go on from day to day, in charging.them with
{uch taxes as we pleafed, for fuch a military

[ st 1

policy of this country with régard to the Cos

lonies ; by which the fcheme. of  a.regular

plantation parliamentary revenue was adopted
P! parii; ; P

in theory, and fettled in practice. A revenue
not fubftituted in the place of, but fuperadded

to, a monopoly ;. which monopoly was"en-

forced ‘at the fame time with additional ftriét-

nefs, and. the execution put into military
hands. .o _

" "This a&, Sir, had for the firft time the title

of ¢ granting duties in the Colonies-and Plan=

- ¢ tations of America;” and for the firft time it

was afferted in the preamble, ¢ thatit was juf

¢ giving and granting;” and thus a complete
American revenue' a& was. made in all the
forms, and with a full -avowal of the right,

_equity, policy, and even neceflity of taxing

the Colonies, without any formal confent of

theirs, There are contained alfo in the pre-
-.amble to that a& thefe very remarkable words
—the Commons, &c.—*¢ being defirous to
-« make fome provifion in: the . prefent Seflion

<< of Parliament towards raifing.the faid reve-
- By thefe words it appeared to the

. << and neceffary that.a revenue fhould be raifed
¢<¢ there.” ‘Then came the technical words of

-

- force as we fhould think proper. = Had. this
) D2 o - plan
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_plan._been purfued, it was evident that .the

‘provincial affemblies,. in which ‘the Americans

ifelt all:their portion=of'imp0rtan‘ce,f; and beheld

their fole image of freedom, ‘were ip/0 fattoan-
pihilated. This ill profpet before them feem-

ed to'be boundlefs inextent, -and endlefs in du=

ration. Sir, they were not miftaken. The

Miniftry valued themfelves: when this. a&k
pafled, and when they gave notice of the

‘Stamp A&, that both of the duties came very.

fhort of their ideas of American Taxation.

" Great was the applauf of this meafure here.
~Jn England we cried. out for new taxes on

‘America, whiltt they cried out that they were

nearly crathed with thofe which the war and.

their own grants had brought upon them. .

Sir, it- has. been {aid-in the debate,. that
when the firft. American revenue aét (the at
in 19764, impofing the port duties) pafled, the
Americans did not: object-to ‘the prineiple. - Bt
is‘true they touched it -butvery tenderly. It
-was not a diret attack. They were, it 15 true,
‘as yet-novices; as-yet wnaccuftomed. to dire&
attacks upon any ‘of the rights of Parliament.

 The ‘duties were port “duties, : like thofethey |
“had been accuftomed to bear ; “with this-differ-

‘ence, that the title was not the fame, the pre-

“-amble ‘not the fame, -and the fpirit altogether
-unlike. ‘But of rwhat fervice is .this ebferva-
‘tion to-the caufe of thofe that make it?It 1572

“full T efutatio:ni Of thep 1‘etence for . thel r’,p l‘efent

" cruelty to America; - for it-fthews, out of their

’ OWD

I 5351
‘own mouths, that our Colonies were back<
ward 'to enter into the prefent vexatious aud

ruinous  controverfy. =

There is alfo another circulation abroad;

({pread with a malignant intention, which I
cannot attribute to thofe who fay the fame

“thing in this houfe) that Mr. Grenville gave

the Colony agents an option for their aflem-

 blies to tax themfelves, which 'they-hadfre'-:-
fufed. 1 find that much ftrefs is laid on this;

as a fa&. However, it happens ncithér to be
true: nor poffible. I will obferve firft, that
Mr. Grenville never theught fit ‘to ' make this
apology: for himfelf in the innumerable de-
bates that -were had upon the fubjeét. - He
- might have propofed -to the' Colony agents,
that they fhould agree in fome mode of taxa-
~tion as the ground of an A& of Parliament.
But he never could have propofed that they
~ fhould tax themfelves on requifition, which is
the affertion of the day.  Indeed, Mr. Gren-
ville well knew, that.the Colony agents could
have no general powers to confent to it; and
they had no time to confult their aflemblies
for particular powers, before he pafled his firft
revenue a&t.  If you compare dates, you will
find it impoffible. Burthened as the -agents
kiew the Colonies were at’ that time, they
canld not give the leaft hope of fuch grants,
His own faveourite governour-was of opinion
that the Americans: were ‘not -then taxable
objedss. T
SR . D3 -« Nor
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 longer at leaft before it willbe' clear.”
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.« Nor awas the ‘time lefs favourable to the
equity of fuch a taxation. - I “dor’t. mean. to dif=
pute the reafonablenefs of America contributing 1o

the charges of Great Britain when the is able ;

“nory I believe, would “the Americans themfelves

have difputed i1, at a proper time and feafon.
But it fbould be confidered, that the American

o go?z)ernfnenZS 'tbe’,hgfel'z)es have, in the pr‘oﬁjbutioﬂ-'of

£hé late war, contracted very large debtss which

it will take fome years to pay off, and in .the

miean time occafion very burdenfome taxes for
that purpofe only. - For inftance, -this govern=

. inent, . which’ is as much before-hand as_anyy

“raifes every year 375500 L, ferling for finking

their debt, and muft continue it for four years

- Thefe are;thé’ words of Governor Bernar’d’lsr

Letter to a member of the old miniftry, and

which he has. fince printed.. “‘Mr. Grenville

could not have made" this propofition to the’
agents, for another reafon. He was of opi-

nion, which he has declared in this Houfe an

hundred times, that the: Colonies could mnot

1¢gally?gr‘ant*any revenue to the Crown.; and B

that infinite mifchiefs would ‘be the confe-
quence of fuch a power. When Mr. Gren-<

ville had pafled the firft revenue act, and in the

fame feffion had made this ‘Houfe' come'toa

 zefolution for laying a ftamp-duty on America,

 between. that time and the pafling: the ftamp=

" a& into a law, he told a confiderable and mofk
SR S - refpect=

“ceeding, that if
he was willingto exchange it for any other

s ]

refpetable mcrchaﬁt,, amember of this Houfz,

whom I am truly forry I do not now fee in his -

place, when ,he-..rjprefented againft this pro-
the  ftamp-duty was difliked,

-,eq‘ualvlyﬁ produ&ive; but that, if he obje&ed ta

the Americans being tazed by Parliament, he

might fave himfelf the trouble. of the: difcufs

fion, as he was determined on the meafure.

This is the faé, and, “if ‘you pleafe, IW111

“mention a very unqueftionable authority for it.

" "Fhus, Sir, T have difpofed of this falfchood,
'But falfehood has a perennial fpring. It is
{aid, that no conjeture could. be. made of the

diflike of the Colonies to the principle. This
is'as untrue as the other.  After the refolution

of the Houfe, and before the paffing of the

ftamp a&, the Colonies of Maflachufet’s Bay
and New York did fend remonftrances, object-

‘ing to this mode of parliamentary taxation.

What was the confequence? They were {up-
prefled ; they were put under the table ; not-

withftanding an order of council to the con-
trary, by the miniftry which compofed the

very council that had made the order; and

thus the Houfe proceeded to its bufinefs of
taxing without the leaft regular knowledge of
the objeftions which were made to it. . But to

.give that Houfe its due, it was not over de-
{irous to receive information, or to hear .re-

monftrance, On the 1 5th of jF,C.brurabt.‘y, 1765,

whilft the: ftamp-a& was under deliberation,

D4 - they
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Tt was indeed ina fitvation of little rank and
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they refufed with feorn. ‘even fo much asto
receive four petitions prefented from fo're--
~ {pecable -Colonies as - Connetticut, Rhode
Ifland, Virginia, and Carolina ; beﬁdes. one -
from the traders of -Jamaica. As to the Co-
Jonies; they had no alternative left to them;

but to difobey ; or to pay the taxes, impofed by

thit Parliament which was not" fuffered, or

did riot fuffer itfelf, even to hear them remons .

{trate upon the fubjé@c. B

" This was the ftate of the Colonies befors

- pis, Majefty thought fit to change his miinifters.
It ftands upon no authority of mine. It s

proved by uncontrovertible records, The Hon.
Crentleman has defired {fome of us to lay our
hands upon our hearts, and anfwer to his que=

ries uporni the hiftorical part of  this confidera- -
tion ; and by his manner (as well as my eyes .

could -difcern it) he feemed to addrefs himfelf

_to me, -

- Sir, Twill anfiver him as clearly as 1 am
-able, and;with great opennefs : I have nothing -

toconcedl, In the year fixty-five, being ina

“wery private ftation, far enough from any line

“of bufinefs; and not having the ‘honour ‘of a
feat in this Houfe, -it was my fortune, -un-

‘knowing and unknown to. the then miniftry,

‘by the ‘intervention of a common friend, to
‘become conne&ed with a very noble perfon,
.and at the head of the Tieafury department.

na

’ ray:againﬁ. it,

Tsr 1

no confequence, fuitable to the mediocrity. of
~my talents and pretenfions.: But a fituation
near.enough to enable me to fee, as well as
others, what was going on; and I-did fee-in
that noble perfon fuch found principles; fuch-
an enlargement of mind, fuch clear and fagas
“cious. fenfe, and fuch unthaken  fortitude, dAs
have bound me; ‘as well as others- muchr better -
than me, by an inviolable attachment to. him -

from 'that time forward.  Sir, ‘Lord Recking-

‘ham very early in that fummer received a
ftrong reprefentation from. many | weighty
Enghth merchants and manufa&urers,  from -
governours. of provincés -and -commahders of
“men-of war, againft almoft- the whoele of the
American commercial regulations : and parti-

cularly with regard to the total ruin which was
threatened to the Spanith trade. < I believe; Sir,
the. noble Lord foon faw ‘his way in this bufi

nefs. ‘But he did not rathly determine againft

a&s which it might be fuppofed were the re-

A{ult of much deliberation. However, 8ir; he
fcarcely began.to open- the ground, when the
whole veteran body of office took the alarm.
A violent outcry of all (except thofe who knew
‘and felt the mifchief) was raifed againft any

alteration.” .On -one hand, . his attempt. was

2 dire& violation of treaties and public law.—
' ‘On- the other,. the A& of Navigation- and all

the corps of trade laws were drawn up in ar-
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_ Theﬁr&ﬁep the nob’le'Lord- took, was to

have the opinion of his excellent, learned, and

ever lamented friend the late Mr. Y orke; then
attorney general, on the point of law. When
" he knew that formally and officially,-which in

fubftance he had known before, he imme-"

 diately difpatched orders ‘to redrefs the griev-
ance. But 1 will fay it for the then minifter,

" he is of that conftitution of ‘mind, that T know

he would have iffued, on the fame critical oc-

~ cafion, the vety fame orders, if the A&s of

Trade had been, as they were not, directly
‘againft him; and would have chearfully fub-
~ mitted to the equity of Parliament for his
indemnity. SR
On the conclufion of this bufinefs of ‘the
Spanith trade, the news of the troubles, on
account of the framp-a&, arrived in England.

It was not until the end of O&ober that thefe .

" aecounts were received. - No fooner. had the
" found of that mighty. tempeft reached usin
“England, than the whole of the then. oppofi-
tion, inftead of feeling ‘humbled by the un-
happy iflue of ‘their ‘meafures, feemed to be
infinitely elated, and cried out, that the mini{-
try, from envy to the glory of 'their prede-
ceflors, were prepared 'to repeal.the ftamp-act.
‘Near nine years after, the. Hon.  Gentleman
takes quite oppofite ground, and ‘now chal-

" lenges me to put my hand to my heart, and -

“fay, whether the miniftry had refolved on the
- | R ' repeal

R {2

repeal till a"coqﬁd’erab‘lé:time:afterﬁ the meeting |
~ 6f Parliament.. Though: I do:not very well

know whatthe: Hon. Gentleman wifhes to

infer from- the ‘admiffion, “or from the denialy
~of this falk, on *_Which he {o-earneftly adjures
~ me; 1 do put my hand-on my heart, and

affure him; that they did ‘not come. to a refo~
lution direétly to repeal. = They weighed this
matter as its difficulty and importance required.
They confidered maturely’ among themfelves:

| 'ljheyf f'co"r'i_‘fulted' with. all who could give ad-
vice .or information. It was. not ‘determined
until a little before the meéting of Parliament 5

but it was determined, and the ‘main’ lines of
their -own plan marked out, before that mect-

‘ing. © Two queftions arofe (I hope I am not

going. into 3 narrative troublefome to - the

Houfe)
~‘ [A cry_' of, GO' on, go on,;:]’:’[ : -

" The firft of the two confiderations was,

whether the repeal thould be total, or whe~

ther - only partial; taking out’ every thing -

burthenfome and produttive, and referving
only ‘an empty ‘acknowledgement, fuch as a
ftamp on cards or dice. The other queftion

was, On what principle the'aé fhould be re-

pealed? On'this head alfo two principles were

- {tarted. One, that the legiflative rights of this
country, with" regard to America, ‘were 'not

entire, but had certain reftrictions and limita-
tions.  The other principle was,. that taxes of
SN - 3. this
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this kind' were contrary to the fundamental .

 principles of commerce on which the Colonies
were founded s and contrary to every idea of
political equity; by which equity weare bound,
as much as poffible to extend the fpirit and be-
“nefit of the Britifh conftitution to every part of
the Britith dominions. The option, both of the-
 meafure, and ‘of the principle of repeal, was
~ made before the feffion; and I wonder how
‘any one can read the King’s Speech at the
epening of that feflion, without fecing in
that Speech both the repeal and the decla-
ratory a& very fufficiently ‘crayoned out.
Thofe who cannot fee this can fee nothing.

~ Surely the Hon. Gentleman will not think
-that a great deal lefs time than was then ems
ployed, ought to have been fpent in’ deli-
beration; when he confiders that the news
of the troubles did. not arrive till towards the
end of O&ober.  The Parliament fat to fill
the vacancies on the 14th day of December, and
~on’bufinefs the 14th of the following January.

- Sir, a partial repeal, or, as the bon fon of

the court then was, a modification, would have

fatisfied a timid, unfyftematic, procraftinating
miniftiy, as fucha meafure has fince done {uch
a ‘miniltry. A modification is the conftant
refource of weak undeciding minds.  To re-
peal by a denial of our right to tax in the
preamble: (and this too did not want advifers),
‘would have cut,. in- the heroic ftyle, the Gor-
AR S o o dian

dian. knot: ‘Wi‘tjh-waj fword.  Either . meafurg

would have coft no more than a day’s debaté.

But when the total repeal was adopted ; ‘and

adopted on principles-of policy, of equity, and

of commerce; this plan made it neceffary to
enter into .many , and difficult megafures, It
became neceflary. to. open .a, very large field

~ of evidence -commenfurate to thefe -extenfive

views. = But then this labour did knights fer=

vice. It opened the eyes of feveral to the true
fate of .the American affairs; ‘it enlarged their

ideas ; it removed prejudices; and At GOngGly
liated the: opinions and afféCtions of-men. ; The

noble Lord, who then took ithe lead in admi--

miftration, -my Hon. . Friend * under -me, and
-a.Right Hon. :Gentleman- + (if he will :not re-

je his fhare, and it was a large one, of ‘this

‘bufinefs) exerted. the moft laudable induftry in

‘bringing before you ‘the fulleft, moft impar-
“tial, -and leaft-garbled body -of -evidence .that
‘evér was produced to-this Houfe. T think the
“enquiry lafted in. the Committee for fix weeks;;

and at its. conclufion this Houfe, .by an: inde~-

pendent, noble, fpirited, -and unexpeéted ma-

jority; by.a:majority that will “redeem ‘all the
“acs ever;done by majorities in Parliament; in

‘the. teeth .of -all the -old :mercenary. Swﬁso?

fate, in defpite of -all .the fpeculators and au-

-gurs of political . events; .in . defiance rof the

‘whole embattled legion ‘of veteran-penfioners -
and practifed. infiruments of a court, gave a .
total repeal to the ftamp-act, and (if it had.

* Mr. Dowdefwell. 1* G_cneyal Q011svay.“ 5
. o een
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been {o permitted) a lafting peace to this whole

empire.”

- T Aftate, Sir, théffef,%:partic‘ula'rs?,': ‘becaufe:thrs

aét of fpirit and fortitude has: lately -been, 1n
. the circulation ‘of the feafon, and in fome ha-"

zarded declamations in' this Houfe,: ateributed

to timidity. If, Sir, the conduét of miniftry,
‘in propofing the repeal, had arifen’ from- timi-
dity with regard to themfelves; it "would have
been greftly to be condemned. Interefted timi-
dity difgraces as much in the cabinet, as petfo-.
nal timidity does in- the field. -But timidity,
with regard to the well-being.of our country;,
~is heroic -virtue. The- noble Liord who then

conduced - affairs, andhis worthy. collegues,

whilft they trembled at the profpect of fuch
 diftrefles as you have fince brought upon your-
felves, were not afraid fteadily to look in the
~ face that glaring and dazzling - influence - at
~which the eyes of eagles have blenched. - He
1ooked in the face one of the ableft, and, let
me fay; not the moft fcrupulous oppofitions,
‘that perhaps ever wasin this Houfe, and with-
~ ftood it, unaided by, even one of, the ufual

fupports of adminiftration.. He did this when -

he repealed the ftamp-act.; He looked in the
face a perfon’he-,had long refpected and regard-
ed, and whofe aid was then particularly want-
ing 3 1 mean Lord Chatham. ~ He did this

when‘.h'e pafled the declaratory af.

‘;}tf |

61

1t is now given out, for:the ufual purpofes,

by the ufual emiffaries, - that Lord Rocking-

ham did not confent to the repeal of ‘this at |
‘until he was bullied into it by Lord Chathamj}
‘and the reporters have gone o far’ as publickly
to affert, in an hundred companies,that the,
Hon. Gentleman under the gallery ¥, who
‘propofed the repeal in the American Commit-
‘tec, had another fett of refolutions in his poc-
ket dire&ly the reverfe of thofe he moved.

Thefe artifices of a defperate caufe are, 'at'this
‘time, {pread abroad, with ‘incredible care, in
“every part of the town, from the higheft to the
Jloweft companies; as if ‘the induftry: of the

circulation were to make- amends for the -ab=
fardity of the report. =

Slr,whether the anble";LOrd 1s of '}a com-

plexion to be bullied by Lord Chatham, or.by:

“any man, I muft fubmit to thofe who know
“him. I confefs, when I look back to :that
“time, 1 confider him as placed in one. of the

‘moft trying fituations in which, perhaps, any
man ever {tood.  In the Houfe of Peers there
were very few of the miniftry, out of the

“noble Lord’s own particular connexion, (ex-
- cept Lord Egmont, who alted, as. far as.l
- could difcern, an honourable and manly part,)

that did not look to fome other future.ar-
rangement, which warped his politicks. There
‘were . in . both houfes new and. menacing ap-

pearances, that, might very. naturally drive

-¥ Genetal ‘Conway.
o any
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~ any-ether; than 2 moft refolute minifter, from

his ineafuré or from his ftation. The hou {chold
troops openly aevolted. . ‘The allies of miniftry

 (thefe, Lean, who fupported fome.of thewr

‘meafures; - but. refufed refponfibility - for any)

_endeavoured to undermine their credit, and to.

gake ground that muft be fatal to the . fuc=-
cefs of the wery caufe :which they would be

thonght to countenance. The queftion of the

~ repeal. was browght -on by miniftry in the
E€ommittee of this Houfe, in.the very inftant

 when it was known that more than one court

megotiation.was carrying on with the heads.of
hic oppofition. Every. thing, upon every fide,
was +full of traps:and mines, = Earth below
fthook ; heaven above menaced ; all the ele-
ments of minifterial fafety were diffolved, It
was-in- the midft jof this chaos of plots and

~.counter-plots; it was in the. midft of this

complicated warfare -againft public oppofition
and private treachery, that the firmnefs of that
“moble Perfon was put to the proof. = He-neyer
ftirred from -his ground ; mo, not an-ingh. He
remained fixed and -determined, in principle,

and refolution. We all felt infpired by theexa

- ~ample he gave usi,}#‘j'dpv;vnl&évbcn tomyfelf,he ’
. weakeft in that phalanx. I:'declare for: ofies -

1 knew well enough(ltcouldnotbecon- o

cealed from any body) the true ftate of things ;

~ but, in my life, -1 never ‘came with fo much -

fpirits-into this Houfe.- It was a time fof a

man to’ a& in. We_ had powerful enemiés;

but we had faithful and’ determined friendss

~ and a glorious caufe. We had.a great bartle

to fight; but we had the meatis of fightings"

~ mnot as now, when our-arms are tied behind us,
We did fight that day and conquer. .~

* I remember, Sir, with a melancholy plea--

fure; the fituation of the ‘Hon., Gentleman *

‘who made the motion for the repeal; in‘that

crifis, when the whole trading intereft of this

empire, crammed into your lobbies, with.a
trembling and ‘anxious expedtation, waited, =
almoft to a winter’s return of light, their fate
“from your refolutions.. When, at length, you-

‘had determined in théir favour, dnd your doors,

_ thrown open,. fhewed:them the figure: of their

delivererin the well-earned triumphiof hisim~  ~ |/
portant victory, from the whole of that grave |
“multitude there arofe an involuntary burft of ¥
~gratitudé and tranf{port.. ET'hTéyfjum'péd;:uﬁoir~ |
him like. children oh a long abfent father.

‘They clung-about him:as captives about their =}
redegmier.. - All. England, all Arherica, joined \
‘to -his applaufe, - Nor did ‘he feem infen- |
R

|

|

" dn meafure, and in-gonduct. ‘He pradtifed np
~ .mapagements. . He fecured no  retreat, He
g jought,no:apqlogy. s ~ o

| [‘ﬂi -1 awill likewife do-juftice, 1. ought to,dot;
‘ to:the Hon. Gentleman who led us in this

il - Houfe*. :Ear from the duplicity. wickedly <

) «harged onhim,he-adted his part.with-alacrity

;1‘ o © »Gegeral Conway. -
o N ; © and

fible to the beft of all earthly fewards; the
A e b o
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| ‘lo\;é, and admuatlon of his. fellow cztlzens.
Ho])e devatea’ and joy - brngz‘ened bis creff.

ftood near. him 3 and his face, to ufe the ex- .

preﬁion of thie. Scrxpture of the firft martyr,
“his face was as if 1t had been the face of an

“ angel > Ido not know how others feel?
put 1F T had ftood in ‘that fituation, I never

‘would have exchang,ed it for all that kmgs -

“their profuﬁon could beftow, I did hope, that
‘that day ) danger and honour would have been
“a’bond to hold us all together for evef. ‘But,

alas !t ‘that, Wlth other pleaﬁug vmons, ,1s long ,

"ﬁnce vamfhed

‘Sir, this. aé’c of fupreme magnammxty hassj

: ,been repreﬁant d,

of an aﬁmmlﬁratwn, ‘that, havmg 1o fcheme

of their'own, ‘took a mx&dle line, pilfered a

 “bit from oné. fide and 4 'bit from the other.
'Sir, they “took 70 mlddle lides. T hey dif-
“fered fundamentally fiom thie fchemes of both.

parties 5 'bit they preferved the objes of ‘both.
They preferved the auth”*lty
: They pxefervec} the equxty of ‘Great Britain.
]"fhe 5made the’ declaratory ak s’ they rep edled

“the ﬁ'unp A8, They did both ﬁd[y ; becaufe'

“the - declaraioxy A& was avithout gudl; ﬁcatmn*

‘and ‘the rep
they dld in the‘ﬁtuatlo«n Ifha‘ve &efcribe&d

Now er,i

‘ratory a& ‘was not | >00d, the,prmmple we are

cont’cndmg for thxs day Is mon{hous. 1f the
: ' pxmcxplc;f

d, .as 1f it had been a meafurc-’

of Gredt Brltam. 1

1" of the ﬁamp A& rotal. Thls'

fwhat wﬂl ‘the advexﬁiry fay to”
boﬁh thefe ‘1&5, If the prmCLpfe of the. deéla,-_”
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vPrmcpre of the repeal was not gogd why aré

we: not.‘at war for a real’ fubﬁ'\ntlal eﬂ’eé’t'ﬁf

revenueP 1f both were bad Why has this miZ
,m{’u y incurred’ all the i 1nconvemences of ‘both
and of all fthemes? Why ‘have they enaé’ted
repea}ed ‘enforced,’ yxelded and TOW. attemgc‘
to cnforcc agamP " SRR At

S1r, I thmkI may as well now, as: at ény‘

| other time;’ fpeak "to’ a certain” matter of fack

not wholly unrelated to’ the’ queftion” “undée

~ your conﬁderanon. We, who would per-f

fuade you"to revert to- thé ‘antient pohcy of

- ~this’ kmgdom, labour undeér the eﬁ%& of”- th1s

fhort current phrafe, which the ‘court Teaders

~have given ‘out to all l;helr corps, in order to

take away the credit of thofe" ‘who Would pre-ﬂ

Yént you from that' frantic war ‘you are gomg o

to wage - upon your: Colomes. T'heir cant 15
‘thlS s« All'the difturbarices in Amerlca‘thave

“¢beén-.creatéd by the repeal of the ‘Stamp

wAG” Ifup refs for a moment my, indig- :
5natlon at- the falfehood ‘bafenefs, and" abfur-

“dity- of ‘this moft audacious affertion.” Toftead

of remarkmg on the motives and charaé’ce; of ,
thofe who have iffued it for c1rculat10n, T will

clearly lay before you the {’cate of America,

‘antecedem;ly to that repeal, aftet the repeal*
and fince the renewal of the_fqhezpes of Ameﬂ

' ncan taxanon.

It is faxd that the dlﬁurbances, If therey

""Were any, before the repeal,'were flight 5 and

Wxthout dxfﬁculty or iiconvenience mxght have
» Ea2 7 beent
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. been fupprefled. For an anfwer- to this affer-

tion 1 will fend you. to the great author and
patron of the Stamp A&, who:certainly mean

B v

.

~ing well to the authority of ithis Country, and |

fully apprized of the ftgte of thar, made, be- -
fore a repeal was fo much as agitated in. this

Houfe, the motion which'is on your Journals;

and which, to fave the Clerk ‘the trouble of
for an amendment . to the addrefs of the 17th
of December 17655, oo

S el

4 T4 enprefs our. juft. refentment. and indigna-

€ _tion at the outrageous tumults and infur-

< re@tions which have been excited. and carried
< on: in North America; and.-at the refifiance
s¢_given by open.and rebellious force to1he exects- . .

S o b lows in tbas part of bis Majef's
& dominions. ~ And to-affure bis Majefly, that bis

< faitful Commons, animated, with the warmef?
<" duty and attachment 1o bis _royal perfon. and

< government, will firmly. and gffectually fupport
<« his Majofty in.all fuch meafures as, [ball be me-
<< ceflary for proferving and fupporting the legal

as, fhall be ne-

«¢ dependance” of the Colonses on_the  Mother

" {ere was certainly a difturbance preceding -

fhe repeals fuch ‘a diftarbance as Mr. Grens

t | : ol o gt o
of an infurrettion, and the epithet of a rebel

lious force ;. terms much ftronger than any; by
which, thofe who then fupported .his motion, .

“have eve
R PR

‘turning to it, I will now readto you, It was

heceflary to qualify by the name

¢ fince thought proper to diftinguith

[ 690

“the fubfequent difturbances in America. They
 were difturbances which feemed to him and’
his friends to juftify as firong ‘V_'a‘ pronnfeof {up-

port, as hath been ufual to give in the begin-
‘ning of a war with the moft powerful and de=-

~ clared cnemics. - When the accounts” of the

Atierican Govetnors came before the Houfe,

- they appcared fronger ‘even' than the warmth’
- of ‘public'imagination had painted ‘them’; '{o'

ruch ftronger, that the papers on your table:

5 E

béar me out in faying, that all the late diftur-

~ bances, which have been at one time the Mi-
- nifter’s motives for: the repeal of five out of

fix-'of the new court taxes; and are now hi§'

pretences for refufing to repeal that fixth, did-

16t amount—why do 1 compare them? no,
1ot to a tenth part of the tumults and violence

~ whichprevailed long before therepeal of thata&t.

P Mfi‘l'li'f’t'ry cannot refufe the authority of ithg'

- ¢ominander in chief General Gage, who, in his

Létter of the 4th of November, fiom New
York, thus reprefents the ftate of things: - -

« the loweflt, who has not been acceflory to this

} _ihfuf’r‘c&ion; “either by writing or mutual
« agreements 20 oppofe the alt, by what ihey
“ are pleafed to term all legal oppofition to Ht.

3

< Nothing ¢ffectual bas been propofed, either to.
4 prevent or 7‘43{1'¢ba‘ tumult,  ‘The reft of the

¢« Provinces ‘are in the fame fituation gs #o &

8¢ pofitive refufal to’ take the flampss “and
¥ thredtening thofe who fhall take them, to

E 3 « plunder

Y
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¢ plunder and. myrder them s and, this affair,

A v £ s B

< hands’in a1l the: Provinces, tbat nlefs the.

el i 4 r

%< alt; from i
& but-a very

R

ts gupn, nature, enforce itfelf, nothing.

confidérable military force can doit.”

T S Tt BHRU O T U D SR AP S S
It is, remarkable, Sir, that the perfons.who,

| f,o_,g_ggxgﬂy_[ffgfi'iﬁp‘é.t@d forth the moft loudly,- the

violent refolutions of affemblies; the univerfal

infurreftions ; the feizing ‘and burning. the,

ftamped papers 3 the forcing ftamp officers to

refign  their . commiffionsunder the gallows;

the rifling and pulling down of the houfes of
magiftrates; and the expulfion from their

country of all who dared to write or fpeak a-
ingle word in_ defence of the powers of par-
liament; thefe very, trampeters are now. the.
men that reprefent the whole as a' mere trifle;
and choofe to date all the difturbances fromthe. -
repeal of the ftamp a&, which put an end to
them,  Hear your officers abroad, and et
them refute melefs fa

all their correfpondence, ftate the difturbances
as owing to their true caufes, the difcontent of -
the people, from the ‘taxes. You have this
gvidence in your own archives—and it will
give you compleat fatisfattion; if you arg not
Ao far loft to all parliamentary ideas of ‘infor=
‘mation; as rather to credit the lye of the day,

v

than the records of your'own Houfe, - ..~

. Sir, this vermin of court reporters, when

they are forced. into day upon one point, are
~fure to burrow in anether; but they fhall have -
no refuges 1 will make them bolt out of /all

this fhamelefs falfehood, who, in

Ly

their holes.”. Confcious that they ‘muft be baf-

fled, when they attribute a precedent diftar-
" bance to a fublequent ‘meafure, they take other
ground, almoft as ablurd, but very common ify -

modern practice, and very wicked;. which is,
to attribute the ill effet of ill5judged condu&

to-the arguments which had been ufed to dif--
fuade us from ‘it. They fay, that'the oppo-

fition made in parliament to the ftamp act at
the time of its paffing, encouraged the Ame-
ricans to their refiftance.  This has even for-
mally appeared in printin a regular volume,

from an advocate of that fattion,a Dr. Tucker.

This ‘Dr. Tucker is already a dean, and: his
earneft labours in this vineyard will, I {uppofe,

raife him to -a bifhoprick. But this aflertion
too, juft like the reft, is falfe. ' In all the pa= -
pers which have loaded your'table 5 ‘in all the :

vaft crowd of verbal witneflés that appeared at
your bar, witnefles ‘which were indifcrimi-

has ever appeared.  As to the fact of ‘a ftrenu-
ous oppofition to the ftamp act, T fat as a
firanger in your gallery when the a& was
aunder confideration. ‘Far from any thing inflam-

‘matory, | néver hearda more languid debate in -

this Houfe. No more than two or three gen-,
tlemen, as I remember, fpoké againft the a&,

- and that with- great referve and ‘remarkable
termper, There was but one divifion in the
- whole progrefs [of. the bill; and the ‘minority

did niot reach to more thin 39 or 40. In the
Houfe of Lords T do not recolleét that there
e o B was

¥

nately produced from both fides of the Houfe;
* not the leaft hint of fuch a caufe of difturbance

t.
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- was any debate: or divifion at all I am fure
~ there was no proteft, In fa&, the affair pafled.
.with fo very, very little noife, that in town
~ they fearcely knew the' nature of what you
~ were-doing, ... The oppofition to the' bill in
~ “England never.could have done this mifchief,
wf_becaufe there {carcely ever was. lefs of oppo-
| f‘ﬁtlon to a bill of confequence,

Su’, the agents and dlf’crlbutors of fdlfehoodfs'

_,‘have, with their ufual induftry, circulated
'”another lye of the fame ‘naturc’ with the for-
‘mer. - It is this, that the difturbances arofe
:from thc account which ‘had been reccwed in
" America of the change in the miniftry,  No
: flongel awed, . it feems, with the fpirit of the
. former rulers,. they thought themfelves a
match for what our calumniators choofe: to

R f_quahfy by the name- of {o feeble a munﬁry. |

as fucceeded Feeble in one fenfe thele men

~ certainly may ‘be called; for with all their

~efforts, and they have made many, they have
~'not béen able to refift the dlﬁempered vigour,

~ and infane alacnty with which you are-ruth-
ing to your ruin: But it does fo happen, that

- the falfity of this circulation is (like the. re{’c)
-;demoni’crated by 111d1fputable dates and records,

- 8o little was the change known in Amerlca,
that the letters of your governors, giving an
~account of thefe difturbances long after they
had arnvcd at their hlghe{’c pxtch were all di-
- reced to the O/ld Minifiry, and partlcularly to

ghe Earl qf Hal ﬁx, the fecretary of ftate cor=
L | refpondmg

[73]

,‘ﬁref ondmg w1th the Colonies,: without once-
in the {malleft ‘degree intimating - the {hghteﬁ

fufplClOll of any minifterial revolution, What-‘
- foever.

Eno*land until the tenth day of]uly 176 s, On

‘The miniftry was not changcd n-

,the 14th of: the. precedmg June; - -Governor-

‘Fauquler from Virginia. writes thus; -and

. writes thus to the Earl of Halifax : < Govern-
< ment . is jez‘ at deﬁance, not bafumg ﬁrmazb ‘
Lk enough in ber hands to enforce obedience to-the

- s laws of the commumzy

The prwate di jqu/.’v,

- ¢ qphich every man fee[s, encreaﬁs the general
« diffatisfaltion af the duties laid by the Stamp

e A&, which breaks out, and ﬁews zzfe!f upon.

< guery trifiing occafion.” “The general diffatif-

| faéhon had produced fome time before, that i is,
" on the 29th of May, feveral ftrong public re=
" folvés againft the Stamp A& ; and thofe refolves

are affigned by Governor Bemard as the catfe
of the infurrestions in Maffachufet’s Bay, ‘in

~ his letter of the 1sthof Auguft, flill addrefled
to the Earl of Hahfax : and he: contmued to

“addrefs {fuch accounts to that Minifter: qulte to

~the 7th of September of the fame-year. -Similar .
accounts, and of as late a date, were fent
from. other govemors,, and all’ dlreé’ced to

" Lord Halifax. Not one of thefe letters indi-
cates the flighteft idea of a change, e1thev

L knowu, or even apprehended |

i_'

Thus are’ ‘blown aWay “the mfe&: race of |
courtly falfehoods?! thvs : perifh- the miferable

~ jnventions . of the wretched runners for a
Wretched caufe, Wthh they have ﬂy—blowu

mnto

T
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into'evety weak and rotten part of the coufitry,
in vain hopes that when their maggots had-
taketi wing, their importunate buzzing might =

foutid formething like the public voice! -

- Slf‘,‘I have troubled - you fufficiently with
the ftate of America’before the repeal. - Now
T turii to the Hon. 'Gentleman who {o ftoutly

_ challénges us, totell, whether, after the re-

peal, the Provinces were quiet? This is com-

ing home to-the point,  Here 1 meet him di--

re€tly 5 and ‘anfwér moft readily, They “apere
guier.  And 1, in my turn, challenge him to
ptove when, and ' ‘where, and by whom,
and’ in'“what numbers, and with what
violénce, the other laws of trade,” as gen-
tlenien affert, were violated in confequence of
your conceflion? or that even your other re-
venue Jaws were attacked? But T.quit the
vantage ground on which 1 ftand, and where

I might leave the burthen of the proof upon

him ¢ T walk down upon the open plain, and
undertake to fhew, that they were not only
. quiet, but thewed many unequivocal marks of

acknowledgement and gratitude,  And'té give

- him every advantage, I fele@ the obnoxious
Colony of Maffachufet’s Bay, which at ‘this
time {(but without hearing her) is fo heavily a
~culprit before parliament—I ‘will -fele& ‘their
- proceedings ‘even under circumftances of no
frmall frritation.  For, a little improdently I

- muftfay, Governor Bernard mixed in the ad-

~ miniftration ¢f the ‘lenitive of the tepeal no-
* Trmall acrimboiry arifing from nudtters of o fep-
ESEIrCaRt T rate
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rate nature. Vet fee, Sif; the éffe@ of that

lenitive; though rmixed -with ‘thefe bitter ind
gredients 5 arid how this rugged people canex<

prefs them{elves on-a méeafure of concéflion. .~

e If i is wot in 'ouﬁi’powér”? (fay they i~

their addrefs to Gov: Bernard) ¢ m: 6 fall a
« manner - as will be expected, to. fhew our res -
<« fpectful gratitude to the Moibher Country; or 10

% make a dutiful and igfe’é?zbnnté ‘réturn to the ins

< dulgence of the King and Parliament; it fhall
“ be no fault of ours; for this we intend, and

<« hope we fball be able fully to éfect>
Would to God that this temper had been

* cultivated, managed, and fet in altion! other

effed@ts than thofe: which- we have ‘fince felt
would have refulted from it. . On the requifi=
tion -for, compenfation to thofe who had fufs

 fered from thie viclence of the'.populace,;,infthe‘ ’

fame addrefs they fay, ¢ The recommendation

<< gnjoined by Mr. Secretary-Conway's Lotter, and
" & in confequence thereof made to us, we awil] em«
- <<Pbrace the firft comvenient opportunity to: confider -

« and act wpor.’” They didconfider; they did

- a& upon it... They obeyed the requifition. -

know the mode has been chicaned upon; but
it was fubftantially obeyed ; and much better
obeyed, than 1 féai the parliamentary requifi-
fion. of this feffion ‘will be, thotgh enforced by
all your rigour,-and backed  with' all your

. power. ~In-a word, the ‘damages 'of ‘populat
fury were compenfited by legiflative gravity.

o xe

 Almoft every other part of America in varigus

S SR | ‘ways
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Ways demonﬁrated their gratltude. 1 am ‘bold -

“to fay, that 0 fudden a calm- recovered after.

{o violent a:{ftorm is without parallel in h1f’cory j

To fay that no other difturbance fhould hap=~
~pen from any ‘other caufg; is folly. But as far
~as appearances ‘went, by the Jud1c1ous facrif ce
“of one‘law, you procured an acquxefcenc
all that remained. . -After this’ experience no-
* body fhall perfuade me, when an whole p(ople

" are concerned, that adts of lemty are ‘Dot rﬁeans .

""”of concxhatlon. S

I hope the Hon. Gentleman has reccwed a}

faLr and full anfwer to his que{’aon. e
1 have done w1th the thxrd pemod of yeur
“ pohcy _that of your repeal ; and the return of
“your ancient fyftem, and your ancient ‘tran-
qullhty and concord. Sir, this period wasnot
* as long-as it was happy.  Another fcene was
 opened, and other actors appeared on the 1’nge.
’ The {tate, in the condition I have defcribed 1t,
~wyas delivered into the hands of Liord Chatham
. -—-agreatandcelebrated name; aname thatkeeps
 the name of this country refpectablein every

- other on the globe.' It may be truly called

' Clarum et venerabilé nomen . - L
Gem‘zbus, et mu/z‘um ngﬁm’ guod prodemf uré:.

'Sir, the venerable age of this great-man, ‘his

| pmerlted rank, his fuperior - eloquence, - his |

.fplendxd qualities, - his eminent. fervices, the:
~ vaft fpace he fills in the eye.of mankind ; and,
"“more than all the refty. hlS fall from _power,

-which

[771

~ which, like death canomzes ‘and. fanéhﬁes ,.
| great chara@ter, W1ll ‘not fuffer me to cenfure. -
_any. part of his conduct. I am afraid to flatter
‘him'y 1 am' fure: I am not difpofed to blame

him. * Let thofe-who have betrayed him - by‘

their adulation; infult him 'with their malevo~ .
Jence. But what I do not prefume to cenfure,
I may have leave to lament. For a wife-man,
he feemed to'me at: that time, :to be governed',‘
too much by general maxims, I {p eak with
the freedom of hiftory, and 1. hope without
offence.. One or two of thefe maxims, flow-

ing from an' opinion - not the moft mdulgent,.

to our unhappy fpecxes, and furely a little too

general, led him into meéafures. that’ were -
greatly  mifchievous to himfelf; and for that -
. reafon,- ‘among .others, perhaps fatal to-his’
‘country; meafures, the effeés of: Wthh ‘I
am afraid, -are ‘for -ever incurable. He made |
an admlmﬁrauon, fo checkered and fpeckled s
“he put together a piece of joinery, fo crofsly -
indented and whimfically dovetailed ; a cabinet .
fo varioufly inlaid';-fuch- a piece of diverfified

Mofaic ; fuchal teﬁ’eiated pavement: without

cement; here a bit of black ftone, and: thérea .
bit of Whlte-‘ patriots and’ courtiers, kmgs S
fiiends and republicans ;- ‘whigs and “tories;
treacherous friends and open. enemies: that it .
was indeed a'very curious’ fhow “but utterly,-;
unfafé to touch, and unfare to ﬁand on.>The:. .
~ golleagues. whom he had: aflorted at the: famé. -
~ hoards, ftared 'at each other, and were obliged
o afk, ¢ Sir, your name ?~Sir, you have the . ..
s advantage of mew—Mr. Such a one—I beg a
JRRITHREN | ~¢¢ thoufand
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o happen, that perfons had a fingle office di-

o

vided between them, who had never {poke to

B each other intheir- lives; -until they. found

themi{glves, they knew not how, pigging toge-

~ ther, headsandpoints, inthe fametruckle-bed *.

' .Sir, in gonfequence of this arrangement,

B having put-{o .much the larger part of his ene-

. mijes and gppofers into power, the confufion
~ was fuch; that ‘his own. principles cou ld not’
poflibly - have ;any-effe& or -influence. in the
- conduét of affairs. . If ever he fellinto a fit of
the gout, (or if any other caufe withdrew: him

- from publick cares, principles dire&tly the con-

. trary -were fure to predominate, When hehad
executed his p.l,agx;l,,?_he;llad~ant;;an,;mc'h. of ground

fo ftand wpon., ' When he had accomplifhed

" his {cheme of adminiftration, he was no-longer

_ When his face was hid ‘but ifor.a .moment,

his . whole fyftem was.on a -wide fea, without
~.chart or compafs. The gentlemen, his. pdr=-

ticular fiiends, who, avith the names of various

deparyments. of miniftry, were admisted, 0
~ {ebm, ;as,if they ated.a part.under him, with

‘a madefly .that becomes all men, and witha

- confidence dn him, which wasjuftified .even.in
. its extravagance -by bis fuperiar abilities, :had

never,,in any sinftance, prefumed upon .any

L *Suppofedto allude to the Right -Hon. 5L§;ﬁd"-Ndrth‘?,fﬁ'ﬁa_
George - Copke, Efq; who ' were made : joint paymafters in the -
~ Bummer .of 1706, on the removal of the Rockingham adming- -

fration. o
o . OPI[HOD

¢ thoufand pardons="" I venturé to fay, itdid

_opinion of their own. ~ Deprived of his guid-
ing influence, they werewhirled “about, the
fport of every guft, and eafily driven into any

“‘manning the veflel were the moft direétly op--

pofite to his opinions, meafures, and chara&er,

and far the moft ‘artful and moft powerful of

the fet, they eafily prevailed, fo s to. feize

upon the vacant, unoccupied, and derelict
minds of his fiiends ; and inftantly they turned
“the veflel wholly out of the courfe of his policy.

As if it were to infult as well as tobetray him,
“even long before the clofe of the firft feffion

of his adminifiration, when every thing was.
publickly tranfacted, and with great parade, in
‘his name,. they made an ad, declaring 1t

‘highly juft and expedient to raife a revenue in

America. For cven then, Sir, even_ before
this fplendid orb was entirely fet, and while
" the Weftern horizon was in a blaze with his
defcending glory, on the oppofite quarter of

‘the heavens arofe another luminary, and, for

" his ‘hour, became lord of the afcendant, =

“This light too is paffed and fet for ever.
.You underftand, to be, fure, that I fpeak of
- “Charles "Townthend, offigidlly the re-producer

.of this fatal {cheme; whom'] cannot-even now
* rememiber without fome degree of enfibility..

“In truth, Sir, ‘he was the delight and orna-

‘ment of this houfe, and the.charm‘of every
‘ private fociety which he hononred " with his

prefence.  Pethaps there never arofe inl this
~gountry, nor'in any coutitry, & mai of a more’

port; ‘and as thofe who joined with them in-
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_exquifite, @

~ togethe

" nor fubtle and abftiufe . 'He hit the h
 between

- Pomted and ﬁm hed wit;. and: (where : his

paffions were not concerned) of 2 more refined,
nd penetrating a judgement. If he

had not fo_ great a ftock, as fome have had -
*who, flourifhed formerly, of knowledge long

-treafured up,. he knew :better by far, than any

“man I ever was acquainted with, how to bring -

- within ‘a fhort time, all that was ne-

3

s

 ceflary to. eftiblifh, :to. illuftrate, -and, to de-

* ‘corate that fide of the queftion he fupported. -
“H¢ ftated his matter fkilfully and powerfully.
* He particulaily excelled in a moft luminons ex-
plapation, and difplay of his fubject. IHis

ftyle of argument was neither trite gnd vulgar,
ftyle OF ATBUI e - houfe juft
wind and water,— And not being

. troubled with to0 a;}X‘iOﬁS,a;Z‘?al for any matter

‘in queftion, he was never moretedious, or mOre.

' carneft, thin the pre-conceived opinions, and -
prefent temper of his hearers required; to whom -
he wasalways in perfe& unifon. He conformed .

“exaitly to the temper of the houfes and be

‘feemed to guide, becaufe he was always ﬁifé |

DA
3

' T'biég pardon, Sir, ifwhen I fpeak-of thisand -
 of other great men, Tappear fodigrefsin faying

fomething of their characers, In this eventful

“hiftory of the revolutions of America, the cha-

~.ra&ers of fuch men are_ of much 1mportance.

iy i

"Great men arethe guide-pofts and land-marks.n -

o

- Great men dre e Bl T i e or
-the ftate. ﬁ,,A.Tbc,ctcdltv9f;f“9hv o A O

s the fole caufe.of all the publick.
" meafures. It would bé an invidious thing; (moft
meatures. 1LWO ~ foreigy

.in'the nation, is th

b o AN
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foreign  truft'to what you think my difpofition)
to remark the errors into which the authority of

great names has brought the natioh, without

" doing juftice-at the fame time to the great quali- .
ties, whence that -authority arofe. The fubje@t

is “inftruétive to thofe, who wifh to form them-

. {felves ‘on whatever of excellence has gone before

them. There are many young members in the
boufe (fuch of late has been the rapid fucceffion

of ‘public men) who never faw that *prodigy
Charles Townfthend; nor of courfe know what
a ferment he was able to éxcite in every thing by

~ the violent -ebullition of his mixed virtues and
- failings. - For failings ‘he had undoubtedly—s

many of us remember them; we are this day

- confidering the effe& of them. But he had no
- failings which were not owing to a noble caufe;

to an ardent, geherous, perhaps an immodérate
paffion for Fame; a paflion which is the inftin&

- of all great fouls. He worfhiped that goddefs

wherefoever the appeared; but he paid his parti-
cular devotions to her:in her favourite habitation,
in ‘her chofen temple, thé Houfe of Commons.
Befides the charaéters of the individuals that com=
pofe our body, it.is impoffible, Mr. Speaker, not
to obferve, that this houfe has a colle&ive cha-
ra&er of its own. - That charalter too, however

imperfed, is not unamiable.- Like all great pubs

lic colleftions of men, you poflefs 2 marked love
of virtue, and an abhaorrence of vice.. But among
vices, -there 1s none, which the houfe abhors in

the fame degree with obftinacy. Obftinacy, Sir,
“isicertainly a great vicey aind in the changeful

ftate. of ‘political 'gifairs it is frequently the caufe

F - of
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of great mifchief. It happens, ‘however,  very

‘anfortunately, that almoft the whole line of the

great and mafculine virtues, conftancy, gravity,
magunanimity, fortitude, fidelity, and firmnefs,

‘are clofuly allied to this difagreeable quality, of

which you have fo juft an abhorrence; and ‘in

 their excefs, all thefe virtues very eafily fall into it.
 He,who paid fuch 2 punétilious attention toall your
feelings, cestainly took care not to fhock them by

that vice which 1s ‘t.h‘_e?mo:ﬁ dii’gpﬁful to you.. -

" That fear of difpleafing thofe who ought moft

“to be pleafed, betrayed him fometimes into the
“other extreme, He had voted, and in the year

1765, had been an advocate for the Stamp A&.

~ given out a political) but to my knowledge, a
/'very real"illnefs, had not prevented it.

T hev ifery -next feffion, as the fathion of -this
world ‘paffeth away, the repeal began to be 10 as

‘bad an’ odour in this houfe as the Stamp At had

been in the feflion before. T'o conform to-the

" temper which began to prevail,” and to prevail
" moftly amongft thofe moft in power, he declared,
“very early in the Winter, that a revenue muft be

had out of America. Inftantly he was tied down.

1o

d the difpofition’ of mens minds were
changed. In fhort, the Stamp A& began to be
" o favourite in this houfe. He therefore attended
- at the private meeting, in which the refolutions
. moved by a Right Hon. Gentleman were fettled;
. yefolutions leading to the repeal. = The next day
“he voted for that repeal; and he would have
~{poken for it'too, if an illnefs, (not as was then

%

IR o U5 .
to his engagements by fome; who had no ob- .

je&ion to fuch ‘experiments, when ‘made, at the

coft of perfons for whom they bhad-no particular’
regard. The whele body of courtiers drove him
onward.  They always talked as if the king ftood

- in a fort of humiliated ftate, until fomething of.
the kind thould be doge. ~

" Here this extraordinary man, then Chancellor
of the Exchequer, found himfelf in great {iraits.
‘To pleafe univerfally was the obje& of hic lifes
but to tax and to pleafe, no more than to love
and to be wife, is not given to men. However he
attempted it. To render the tax palatable to

~ the partizans of American revenue, he made a

preamble ftating the neceflity of fuch a revenue.T'o
clofe with the American diftin&ion, this revenue

“was external ov port-duty 3 but again, to foften it
to the other party, it was a duty of fupply. To

gratify the colonifls, it.was laid on Briti(h manu-
fa&ures ; to fatisfy the merchants of Britain, the
duty was trivial, and (except that on tea, which
touched only the devoted Eaft India Company) -
on none of the grand objeéts of commerce. To
counterwork the American contraband, the duty

- on tea was reduced from a fhilling to three-pence.
- But to fecure the favour of thofe who would tax

America, the fcéne of colle&tion was changed,

“and, with the reft, it was levied.iu the Colonies.
- 'What need I fay more? This fine-fpun {cheme

had the ufual fate of all exquifite policy. But the

original plan of the duties, and the modé of

executing that plan, both arofe fingly and folely

from a love of our applaufe. He was truly the

F 2 ; child

\
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“child of tile houfe. He never thought, did, ot

{aid any thing but with a view to you. He

every day adapted himfelf to your difpofition ; and,
| ‘adjuﬁéd himfelf before it; as at a—lookmg-glafs.;

: He had obfefvéd (mdeed it could not efcape,,
him) ¢hat feveral perfons, infinitely his inferiors,
‘in all refpe&s, had formerly rendered themfelves

confiderable in this houfe by one method alone. -

i

They were a race of men (I bope in ‘God the,

}  fpecies is extin&t) who, ‘when: they rofe in tb'e;i; |
| place, no man. living could divine, . from any -

known adherence to parties, t0 opinions, or to
- principles; from any order or {yftem in-their po-

litics; or from any. {fequel or conne&ion'_.ig their
" ideas, what part they were going to take m any

debate. It is aftonithing how. much this uncer=
" tainty, efpecially at critical times, called the at-
tention .of all_ parties on fuch men. _All eyes.
were fixed on them, all ears open to ,hlcatt: th%m' H
each party gaped, and looked alternately for their,
?oté,Palxxzz)fg’c t% the end of thei:ffpf:evches. - While
the Houfe hung in this. uncertainty, now the
Hear-hims - rofe from this fide—now: _thcy‘ re=.
bellowed from the other; and that party to
whom they fell at length from their tremulous

and dancing balance, -always received them .1
a tempeft of applaufe, 'The fortune of fuch men.
was 2 temptation too great to be refifted by one,

" to whom, a fingle whiff of incenfe. withheld gave

much greater pain, than he received delight, , inx

the clouds of it, which daily rofe about him
from the prodigal fu parf’citicyh | Qf;-._inmi.me‘rabile: ads

‘mirers, He was a candidate for- contraditory

= | ot " honours;

o Ls 1
honours; - and -his great aim was to make thofe
agree in -admirationof him. who never agreed in
any thing elfe, | RS

. Hence arofe this unfortunate a&, the»fubj'e&‘ |

of this day’s debate; from a difpofition which,

~ after making an American fevenue to pléafe one,
repealed it to pleafe others, and again revived.it
in hopes of - pleafing a third, and of catching

fomething in the ideas of all.

- 'This revenue a& of 1767, formed thie fourth
period of ‘American policy. How we have fared
fince then — what woeful variety of {chemes
have been adopted 5 what enforcing, and what re-
pealing ; what -bullying, and what fubmit-

4ing ; what doing, and undoing ; what ftraining,

and what relaxing ;. what affemblies diflolved for

not obeying, and called again without obedience ; -
what troops fent out to quell refiftance, and on

meeting that refiftance, recalled ; what™ thiftings,
and changes, and jumblings of all’kinds of men at

‘home, which left no poffibility of order, confiftency,

vigour, or even fo much-as a decent unity of colour
in any one public meafure.—It is a tedious, 1rk-
fome tafk. My duty may call me to open it out

fome other time; *ona former occafion] tried your

temperon a part of it; forthe prefent I thall forbear.

- After allthefe changes and agitations, your im-
mediate fituation upon the queftion on your pa-
per is at length brought to this. You havean at of

- partliament, ftating, that ¢ it is expedient to raife a

; + - # Refolutions moved ii May 1770, S
5 ‘ F 3 o ’ €€ reves
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« revenve- in-America.”” By a partial repeal you
annihilated the greateft part of that revenue, which
this preamble declares to be fo expedient. You have
fubftituted no other in the place of it. A {ecretary
of ftate has difclaimed, in. the king’s name, all

‘thoughts of fuch a fubftitution- in future, The

principle of this difclaimer goes to what has been

left, as well as what has been repealed. : The tax

which lingers after its companions, (under a pre-

“amble declaring an American revenue expedient,
and for the fole purpofe of {upporting the theory
of that preamble) militates with the aflurance au-
thentically conveyed to the Colonies ; and is an
exhauftlefs fource of jealoufy and animofity. - On
this ftate, which I take to be a fair one; not
being able 'to difcern any grounds of honour; ad-
vantage, peace, or power, for adhering, cither to
the a& or. to the preamble, I fhall vote for the
queftion which leads to the repeal of both.

If you do not fall in with this motion, then
fecure fomething to fight for, confiftent in theory

and valuable in pra&ice. If you muft employ -

your ftrength, employ it to uphold you in fome
honourable right, or fome profitable wrong. 1t
‘you are apprehenfive that the conceflion recom-
menvdcda_t_o you, though proper, thould be a means
of drawicg on_ you further but unreafonable
clanns_,—-—-—Why then “employ yourV force 1n fup‘—
porting that reafonable conceflion againft thofe
unrealonable demands.  You will employ it with

more grace; with better effect ; and with great

prq@a}glg concurrence of all the quiet and rational
p@ople‘m the provinces ; who are now united

. :_w,_u:h -

with, and hurried away by, the viclent 3 having
indeed different difpofitions, but a common nter-

eft. If you apprehend that on a conceffion you
fhall be” puthed by metaphyfical proeels to the

extreme lines, -and argued out of your whole an- i
thotity,  my: advice is this; when you have re-

covered your old, your ftrong, your tenable po-
fition, then face about—itop fhort—do nothing
more—reafon not at all—oppofe the ancient policy

and practice of ithe empire, as a rampart againft

~ the {peculations of innovators on both fides of

the queftion ; and you will-{tand on great, manly,
" and fure ground.  On this' folid bafis fix your
_‘machines, and they will draw worlds towards you.

\

" Your minifters, in their own and his Majefty’s .

‘name, have already adopted the American’ dif-
tin@ion of internal and external duties. Tt is a
diftin®tion, whatever meritit may have, that was
originally moved by the Americans themfelves ;
and’ I think they will acquiefce In it, if they are
not pufhed with too much logic and too little
{enfe, in all the confequences. That is, if ex-
ternal taxation be underftood, as they and you

‘undérftand it when you pleafe, to be not a dif- -

tin¢tion of geography, but of policy ; that it isa

. power for regulating trade, and not for fupport-
ang eftablithments. - The diftinétion, which-1s as .

nothing with regard to right, is of moft weighty

confideration in pradtice.  Recover your old
-ground, and your old tranquillity—try it—Tam
‘perfuaded the Americans will compromife with
‘you. -When confidence is once reftored; the odi-
ous and fufpicious. fummum jus will perith of
ST F 4 | courfe,
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- courfe. The fpirit O’f pradicability, of moderation,

and ‘mutual convenience,will never call in geome-

‘trical exadnefs as the arbitrator of an amicable
fettlement. -~ Confult and follow your experience;

Let not the long ftory with which I have exercifed
~ your patience, prove fruitlefs to your interefts. -

| Formy 'pé.ft,.,:i?[,f’}.xoujld’.chdofef (1f I :éould'ha\?e‘s

my wifh) that the propofition of the * Hon. Gen= -
tleman for the repeal, could go to America with-
out: the attendance of the penal bills, Alone I.

could almoft anfwer for its fuccefs, I cannot be
certain of its reception in-the bad company it may
keep. In fuch heterogeneous aflortments, the
~ moft innocent perfon will lofe the effet of his in-
" nocency. Though you fhould fend out this an-
gel of peace, yet you are fending out a deftroying
angel toos and what would: be the -effe&t of the
confli& of. thefe ‘two -adverfe fpirits, or which
would predominate in the end, is what I dare not
 fay: whether the lenient meafures would caufe

~American paflion to fubfide, or the fevere would

increafe-its fury—All this is in the hand of Pro~

vidence ; yet now, even now, I thould confide in
the prevailing virtue, and efficacious operation of
lenity, though working in darknefs, and in chaos,
in the midft of all this unnatural and turbid com-
bination. I fhould hope it-might praduce order
-and beauty in the end. T e

~ Letus, Sir, embrace foine,fy.ﬁem or otihéf;bée »

fore we end this feflion. Do you mean to tax

‘,Am?i’ilc% : and-,to}draw:a p_l'odu&i,ve revenue froxn o

~ . ¥ Mr, Fuller, Ly ?
o - thences

R

thence? If you do, {peak out: name, fix, alfcer» -
tain this revenue ; fettle its quantity ;. define’its

" obje@s; provide for:its collection s andthen fight
when you have {omething. to fight for, ~If you

murder—rob! If you. kill, take pofleflions:and
do not appear in the chara¢ter-of madmen, as well
as aflaflins, violent, vindi&tive, bloody, and tyran=-

nical, without an objeé‘c,g,:n;'But;m'ay;‘bétn;:r;coun? N

fels guideybu!, o

~ Again, and again, revert to your old principles
— feek. peace and:enfue it— leave America, if fhe .

~ has'taxable matter in her, to, tax herfelf. "I am-
not here going into the diftin&ions of rights, nor
attempting to mark their boundaries. .I-do not

enter into thefe metaphyfical diftinétions; I hate

the very found of them. . Leave the: Americans
‘as they antiently ftood, -and thefe diftin&tions,
borsi of our unhappy conteft, will die along with

it. 'They, and we, and their and our anceftors,

have beén happy under that {yftem. Let the me-
" mory of all:acions, in contradiftion to that good

old mode, on.both fides, be extinguifthed for ever.
Be contenit to bind America by laws of trade ; you

~ have always done it. Let this be your reafon for.
binding_their= trade. - Do not burthen them by

taxes; you were not ufed to do: {o from- the be-

ginning.  Let this be your reafon for not taxing,

Thefe are the arguments of ftates and kingdonas,

Leave the reft to the fchools; for there only they

may be difcufled with fafety. . But if, intempe-

rately, unwifely, ~fatally, you fophifticate and -
poifon the very fource of government, by urging
i[xxbple dedg&iong,- and confequences “odious to

thofe

o s e
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thofe' you govern, from the unlimited and illimit-
~ able: nature of ‘fuprenie fovereignty, you will
" teach- them by thefe means to call that {overeignty
itfelf in queftion.” When you drive him hard,. the
boar:will furely turh upon the hunters. If that

{overeignty-and their freedom -cannot ‘be recon:

ciled, which will they take ? They will caft your
{overeignty in your face. No body will be af-
gued into flavery. Sir, let the gentlemen on the.
other fide call forth all their ability ; let the beft
of them get up, ‘and tell me,” what one chara&ler

- of liberty the ‘Americans have, :and- what one
‘brand-of flavery they are free from,:if they are
bound in their. property and induftry, by-all the
reftraints you can.imdgine on commerce, and at
the fame time ‘are made pack-horfes of every tax...
you choofe to impofe, without the leaft {hare, in

“granting them? When they bear the burthens of
unlimited monopoly, will:you bring them to bear

- the burthens of unlimited revenue too ! T'he Eng-
lithman in ‘America will feel that this flavery—

~ that it is./egal {lavery, will be ‘no 'cbtﬁpen_fatidn, '
either to his feclings or his underftanding. =

. A Noble Lord#, who {poke fome time ago, is
full-of the fire of ingenuous youth ; and when he
has modeled the ideas of a lively imagination by
further. experience, he .W-:lll‘:bc*an'-dmament” to
his country in either houfe.. He has faid, that
the Americans are our children - and how can
they revolt againft. their parent? He fays, that
_if they.are not free in their-prefent ftate,’ England
18 pot f;‘ce;,»:bccaufe-.‘Man‘che’ﬂer-’, and other con-
TR % Lord Carmagthen, . - R e
| fiderable

© fion beyond-it, .-

| [ ot ] ,
fiderable places, are not reprefented. So then,
becaufe fome towns in England are not repre-

fented, America is .to have no reprefentative at-

all. - They are ¢ ourichildren ;” but when child-
" ren alk for bread, we are not:to give: a ‘ftone.

Is it becaufe the natural refiftance of things, and
the various mutations of time, hinders our go-
yernment, -or any fcheme of govern ment, from
being any more than a fort- of dpproximation  to:
the right,. is it therefore that the Colonies. are
6 recede from it infinitely - When this child of
ours withes to affimilate to its parent, and to re-
fect with a true filial refemblance the beauteous

countenance of  Britifh liberty are we to turnto
them the thameful parts of our conftitution? . are

" we to give them our weaknefs for their ftrength ;
our opprobrium for their glory ; and the flough

of {lavery; which we are not able to work off,.

to ferve them for their freedom !

| 1f this be” the cafe, aﬂcz.'}(durfel‘ve‘s 1't‘h'ié‘q\ief—,
tion, will they be content’ in fuch a ftate of Ala-
very? If not,. look to the confequences. Re-

fle&t how you are to govern a people, ‘who’think .

‘they ought to’ be free, and think they are not.

Your fcheme yields no revenue s it yields nothing
but difcontent, diforder, - difobedience ; and fuch

“s the ftate of America, that after wading up to

your eyes in blood you could only end juft where -

~ you begun ; that is, to tax where no revenue 1s
to be found, to—my voice fails me; my inclina-
tion indeed carries me no further —all is confu~

Well,
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. Well, Sir, I-have recovered a little, and before
1 it down I muft fay fomething to another point
with which gentlemen urge us. - ‘What is to be-
come - of the declaratory a& afierting the entire-
nefs of Britith legiflative authority, 1f-‘we- aban-
don the pratice of taxation? -~ - ST

Formy Péft‘ 1 look wpon the 'l’TiAghtsl. ftated in-

that ad,-exaétly in the manner in whi_ch‘ I viewed
them on its very ‘firft propofition, and which. ¥

have often: taken the liberty, with great humili-- .
ty, to lay before you.. Tleck, I fay, on the im~

perial rights of Great Britain, and the privileges
which the Colonifts ought to- enjoy under: thefe
rights, to-be juft the moft reconcileable things in

" the world.: The Parliament of Great Britain fits

at the head of her extenfive empire in two capas

cities: one as the-local legiflature of this-ifland,

providing for all things at home, immediately,

and by no other inftrument than the executive
power.—The ether, and I think her nobler ca-

_ pacity, is what T call her imperial charaéter 5 1n
‘which, as from the throne of heaven, the fuper~
intends all the feveral inferior legiflatures, and
guidc«s,l‘ and -controls them all without annihi-

Jating any. - As all thefe provincial legiflatures ~
" are-only co-ordinate to each other, they ought-all .
to be fubordinate to her; elfe'they can neither
preferve mutual peace, nor hope for mutual juf=
“tice, nor effeCtually afford mutual affiftance. It

is neceflary to coerce the negligent, to reftrain

‘the violent, and to 2id the weak-and deficient, by .
the over-ruling plenitude of her power. ‘Sheis

never to intrude into the place of the others,

- whilft

[ 93 ¥ |

whilft they are equal to the common ends of their

inftitution. But in order to.enable parliament to

- anfwer all thefe ends of provident and beneficent
fuperintendance, her powers muft be- boundlefs:
The gentlemen who think the powers of parlia«

ment limited, may pleafe themfelves to - talk of

~ requifitions,  But {uppofe the requifitions are not
~obeyed? What! Shall there:beno referved power
in the empire, to {upply a deficiency ‘which may
. weaken, divide, and-diffipate the whole? We are’
~ engaged-in war—the Secretary of State calls upon
the Colonies to contribute — fome would- do it, I~
“think moft would chearfully furnith whatever is

demanded—one or two, {uppofe, hang back, and,

eafing themfelves, let the ftrefs of the draft lieon
the others—{urely ‘it is proper, that fome autho-
rity: might legally fay—¢¢ Tax yourfelves for the
¢« common fupply, .or parliament will 'do.it for
~« you.” ‘This backwardnefs was, as I am told,

atually the cafe of Pennfylvania for fome fhert

time towards the beginning of the laft war, ow~

ing to fore internal diffentions-in-the Colony;

But, whether the fa& were fo, or otherwife, the

cafe 1s equally to be provided for by a competent

fovereign power. But then this ought to be'no
ordinary power ; nor “ever ufed in the ‘firft in--
ftance. This is what 1 meant, when I have faid

at-various times, that I confider the power of tax-

llO\t as a me

ans of fapply. . -

- Such, Sir, is my idea of the conftitutiot of the

Britith Empire, as diftinguithed. from' the confti-

gutidxx':df Britain; and on thefe grounds I think

X — ‘ _ {ubor-

ing in parliament as an inftrument of empire, and
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conciled through the whole; whether to ferve a
refining. fpeculatift, or a faftious demagogue, 1

* happinefs of man.
e Sir, whilft we held this happy”_coﬁtfe,‘ we ‘dr‘ew
) lence of 'defpé'tiﬁ'ri'ever*‘coilld' extort from  them.

"~ never been once denied — and what reafon have
we to imagine that the Colonies would not have
* proceeded in fupplying government -as " liberally,

* their liberality flowed with {o ftrong a cou rfe; by
" attempting to take, inflead of being fatisfied to
*yeceive. - Sir William Temple {ays, that Holland
. Fas loaded itfelf with ten times the - impofitions

to.- He fays true. - Tyranny is a poor provider.
Tt knows neither how to accumulate, nor how to
extra&t. - Co e e

of commerce, but even of revenue, which its

" that we have loft at leaft a million of free grants
fince the peace. Ithink we haveloft a great'deal
more; and that thofe who look for a ‘revenue
- ffom the Provinces, never could have purfued,

even in that light, a courfe more dire@ly repug-

‘mant to their purpofes.

" fabordination and liberty may be fufficiently re<

know not; but enough Aurely for the eafe and

“more from the Colonies than all the impotent vio-

" “We did this abundantly. in ‘the laft war. It has

“if you had not ftepped in and hindered them from'
- contributing, by interrupting the channel in which

- which'it revolted from Spain, rather than fubmit

'-'I’;»cha'rgé therefore to this new-and unfortunate:
fyftem the lofs not only of peace, of union, and

friends are contending for.—It is:morally certain,

Now,
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. Now, Sir; ‘I'truft I have fhewn, firft on thdt
NArrow ground which the Hon. .Gerntleman:mea-

fured, that you are like to:lofe nothing by com-
plying with the motion, exéept ‘what -you.-have

_Ioft already.: 1 have thewn afterwards, : thatin
“time of peace you flowrithed in commerce; and

when war required it, had fufficient aid from the

Colonies, while you purfued your antient poliey s |

that you threw every thing into confufion when

_you made the ftamp a&; and that you reftored.
" every thing to pedce and order when you repealed
~it. I have thewn that the revival of the fyftem
~ of taxation has produced the very worft effe@s; - ‘
~ and that the partial repeal has produced, not par-
 tial good, but univerfal evil. - “Let thefe confider-
‘ations,- founded on fatts, not one of .which¢an
 be denied, bring us back to “your reafon by.the
road of your experience. o L

‘T cannot, as I have faid, an{wer for mixed mea- .

~ {ures; but furely - this mixture of lenity would
give the whole a better chance of fuccefs.” When
~ you once regain confidence, the way wilt be clear

before you. ‘Then you may enforce the a& of -

“pavigation when it-ought to- be enforced: . You
will yourfelves open it where it ought ftill fur-
" ther to be opened. Proceed in what you do,

whatever you-do, from_ policy, aud not from

rancour. - Let us a& like men, let us aét. like

ftatefmen. . Let us hold fome fort of. confiftent
. condu&—1t is agreed that a revenue . is not.to be .

had-in America. - 1If we lofe the profit, let us get
rid of the odium. o

On
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On this bufinefs of America I confefs Iam feri-
. ©us; ‘even to {adnefs. I have had but one opinion

| concerning it fince 1 fat, and before I fat, in Par-

‘liament. The noble Lord * will, as ufual, proba-
bly, attribute the part taken by me and my friends
in this bufinefs, to a defire of getting his- places..
‘Let him enjoy this happy and original idea. -If
I deprived him of it, I fhould take away moft of
~ his wit, and all his argument.- But I had rather
" bear the brunt,of all his wit, and indeed blows
imuch heavier; than ftand an{werable to God for
“embracing a fyftem that tends to the deftru@ion
 of fome of the very beft and faireft.of his works,.
" But I know the map of England, as well as..the
noble Lord ¥, or as any other perfon; and I
know that ‘the way. I take is not the road to
preferment. My excellent and honourable fiiend
under’ me on the - floor +, - has trod ‘that road
with great toil for upwards of twenty years to-
“gether, He is not yet arrived .at the noble
Lord’s deftination. However, the tracks of my
worthy friend are thofe I have: ever withed to
follow ;* becaufe I know they lead to honour.
Long may we tread the fame road together;
‘whoever  may, accompany us, or whoeever may
laugh 4t us on our journey! I honeftly and fo-
- lemnly declare; I'have in all {eafons adheredto
‘the fyftem of 1766, for no other reafon, than that
1 think it laid deep in your trueft gintg{@ﬂsz—ﬁahd
* that, by limiting theexercife, it fixes on the firmeft -
foundations, a.real, confiftent, well-grounded au-
- thority in parliament. - Until you come. back-to

;' " that fyftem, there will be no peage-for England. -

* Losd Norths 4 Mr. Dowdefwell .~ =
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