125-4

A SHORT

1 2 3 4 ¢
bbb

g T L | \ﬁ

A FRIEND IN THE COUNTRY,

5

el byl

o

UPON

2 8

| 0ME QUESTION OF REFORM,

6

[ R . _ AND THE

;

.& R ﬁfsTURBANCES"IN THE’METROPOLIS.:' |

' Neque mala vel bona .
Quan valgus-putet s v .

- Lommon s

e
| na——

PRINTED FOR- J. HATCHARD, -

LOOKSELLER TO HER MAJESTY, OPPOSITE ALBANY,
' S OUPIGEADILLY. .t

—
pem———y

1810,




A short Letter, cS;'c

MY EEAR' FRI'ENI),

! ' You will only receive this Letter When
“ 5t shall have assumed the form of a Pamphlet.
The printer will intercept and sadly mutilate
my manuscript, and with some alarm you will re-
ceive your old acquaintance in the new character
of an author. There is something, however, in
this age paltlcularly felicitous for the reception of
pamphlets, they are every day crowding in abun-
‘dance upon the attention ; the subject of pubhc. :
interest or the ephemeral topic of the hour gene-
rates and is illustrated by its family of Zztle
" boaks. Comfort yourself in:the hope then, that
among the number mine may remain unnoticed,

Brettell and’ Co. Printers,
Marshall-Street, Gelden-Square, London.




and that its only criticism may be at our own fire-
" side, where my defence will surely be victorious:
So ‘violent are the endeavours to misguide the

publlc mind, and so much do the new principles-

" now afloat require a steady check, that I do net
“think it unbecoming in any' man;. capable of put-
ting his thoughts upon paper, however deficient in
the ability adequate for critical notice, or though
defective in the minuter points of intelligence, to
contribute his small share of information in aid of
a good purpose, and to join leartily in the warn-
- ing-call to his countrymen, to pause before they
are hurried farther on, and not madly to sacrifice
the peculiar and certain blessings ‘they enJoy in
pursu:t of the evils they i imagine to exist. _
You know with what reluctance T always leave
our dlstant qulet town which though not without
1ts opposmons and its partles generally sees their

rancour expire in an angry epigram, or some patri-

otic dogma of its rival papers. But ‘here (and - if
suffered to endure it will quickly spread over the

nation) party assumes a more lndeous aspect our

- domestic hostilities become of mole interest, and
partake of ‘more Dbitterness than is usually con-
veyed in the hatred of a foreign enemy. Bonz-
parte, and his plots, and his weddings are for the
'moment forgotten ; he is allowed for ‘his hone)-

fnodt, a respite from the jokes and the revilings of
the Bntlsh press; the public: attention travels not
with our brave army in Spain, mor is it arrested by

¢ the storm that is brewing in the north.” ‘No1

it is all’ absmbed in the’ plogress of the f rst-overs
dct of our REFORMERS! our PATRIOTS BY PRO
FESSION ! ‘the attack upon’ the puvxlecres of tl’xe

' House of Commons

~As 1 approached the menopolls I found its
nelghbourhood occupied by troops, which a go-
vernment, pxoverblally lenient, was compelled to
assemble ‘for the publxc safety, to éncounter’ or
prevent a shameful insurrection,of the thoughtless
populace, in opposmon to an order of ' the House¢
of Commons. . The * temperate and ‘more manly -

“determination to obey where resistance was ‘only

mischievous and ‘absurd, reservmg the ‘resolution

- to try the RIGHT of that order by the sure and

legal test of the ‘Constitution, was not by the ad-

visers of Sir Francis Burdett thought sufficiently.

striking. - A-more biilliant catastrophe was to be
provoked the cause was hitherto without its mar-

tyrs, and’ the ‘contemptuous obstinacy of a sulky

boy: was assumed ‘in the vain' idea of trying the
streliT of the Executive Government to enforce
‘the will of our insulted representatives. The mob;
always fond of novelty, and lovmo' to be: told ot
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the wrongs it. endures, ‘h'rs at length become,'itv
seems, the property of THE REFORMERS; at what
they have only dared to hint, iz has more ‘gene-

rously and impetuously acted. An Enghsh mob

“is . composed of the. best of stuff, and of the
,soundest individual’ mmds but it is, collectlvely, |
ever too much at the servrce of the demagogues. .
Would to God that these genh y . would have the.
honesty to be foremost themselves in the mischiefs’
they excite ! but, with a wary cunning, they are

contented to blow the trumipet in the rear, and,

sending their. credulous victims forward to .the. .

danger, would weave out of the very bloodshed
they have permcrously instigated fresh irritations
and new outrages, to lead to a repet1t1on of the
same result, - :

Thus, w1thm this fortnight, have some inno- .
* cent people been made to suffer, the civil power

been set at defiance, and the peace ‘of the capital,
with. the feelmgs of the whole nation, been out-
raged. When the Journals, conveying this intel-

ligence, shall reach the cabinet of Napoleon, hlS ‘; .
ministers, yet red with insurrection, and living .
monuments. to the people of the earth, of the free-

dom which follows REVOLUTION and REFORM,

will glance in a moment back to the ferments of
Pans, in 1788 and 8.), and ewzcla.xmmw that in

7.

England too the Jirst step is taken, they will con-
gratulate thelr master on the successxve massacres

~and the: final despotism which we should have to
.wade through and to support. ~

" To engquire after the actual formula of the pr1v1-
lege and power thus lately exercised by the House

of Commons, is an investigation deeper than ‘T

have pretensions to direct ; nor need I as,sume ‘that
there are recorded statutes to guide me. Itis, at

; least, a ‘power, not more- undefined than much of

our common law: it is-as venerable as-any custom
can be traced in its practice, nor has- it ever been
called forth with more necessity, - or “pointed with
more temper and moderation than in the instances
which have provoked this discussion. ,

To argue then as to its origin-is a questxon only

for curious speculation, it is reasonably sufficient

here to contend for izs necessity. 1t is a power pa-
ramount to the insults of vulgar excess, without
which the House cannot maintain its weight in
the executive, nor its respectability in the eyes of
‘the country ; it indeed would be a state of repre-
sentation, a share’in which it would be degrada-

“tion to accept; the members ‘would sit in a man-

ner tied and bound, affecting to shut their ears to *

~-the msolent abuse, whose virulence would increase -

_with its impunity, and ‘be poured forth from the
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mpreme debatmrr societigs \vhtch “infest - evcry

corner . of - thie metropolis, -nay. perhaps from the
_galleryitself’; or, to skreen themselves from outs
rage, would have no resource, but to close: their

~ doors against the pubhc altogether, who would

‘ the FRIENDS: OF THE PEOPLE,

thus, by means of TEEIR PATRIOTS, lose the gras

~ tification cheerfully allowed in the publxcxty of :
our national concerns. ;... o IR

- It may appear a; cifcumstance of surprlse that
the SELF-CON=~
STII‘UTED "GUARDIANS OF OUR. RIGHTS,. should

wish to submit the privileges claimed by the re~
presentatives of . the people, to the decision’ of |
judges appointed ‘by the Crown ! They ‘would

argue “before the king,” against the rights and

honours  allowed #o tkemscl'ves in the Commons,

and hitherto exercised with safety’ to :the :consti-

“tution,. without euy"question‘from‘ the other two

jectured.

powers, who alone were, likely to have'the: dlspo-
sition, had they a power to oppose it.” Combining

‘with this remark an observation of -the siudden

change in thelr cry from Our Sovereign; “the
people, ‘to a mock reverence for * The King,”

‘a material alteration-in their object might be con-
Tt is certain]y ‘a different mode of pro-
ceeding from what was adopted by the round-

“headed Stlalt fox ward disturbers of the 17th cen~

Sy

tury’; they pulled at otice upon the throne, and
by ‘actual violence effected its overthrow.”
“views of our reformers, though deeper caleulat d,

are still but ill concealed ‘they are not’ the ess

-~ deadly to the royal power; ‘but their game is ‘more

‘insidious ;'
loyalty is wreathed about 'the’ Thearts - of Butons, ,

~ which sets an open attack at deﬁance ; they wish-

_they - have ‘found ~that''a stubborn

to be skreened in their operatlons by a’ pretended
deference to the throne ;- they would use it'as a

’steppmcr-stone to reach at the crown' they would,
*destroy, and exert, in the ﬁrs’c mstance, thieir ef-

forts acramst the House of" Commons, ‘the broad

‘foundation of the constltutlon, which,’ vxolently
‘shaken,’ they know would bring down in 1ts ruins
: ~the \vhole splendid superstructure. S
(xlantmo* for the moment, which no matter " of'
 fact or of ex per:ence can substantlate, that a com-
' mittal by the House of Commons for an-interfe-
rence \vxth its proceedmgs,
"authonty ‘couched in terms as. offcnswe, ‘as lts

or for a demal of its

matter was inadmissible, was an assumptlon of | pri-

'vxleoe improper, Decause ot defined inlaw, a

power unknown to and unacknowledoed by the
people ; then the necessity of a fresh enactment
in that law only remains more obvmus

RS

‘-B'

“The

~If hi«
thexto defectlve and doubted the hmnt must be- |
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‘come mope extended and 1nte1hg1ble. . We are all
. aware that in the stages of revolutionand anarchy,

‘ whatever is the executlve Whlch _may-exist, it

ex1sts on]y by a, tyranny tenf'old more. oppresswe
than the organ, of a regular government; .and we
should lealn that, in the tlme, when. 1evolutton
and insurrection are mare than threatened, cach
branch of . a regular Government should be ;a_};xhe,d
w1th encreased methods of defence S
But what is thlS penal pumshment about whxch
S0 much ll- blood ‘has .been. raised, about wlnch
some good blood has been shed H——Whene are. the
despotlc acts of' our. Lemslatule, whxch .are .to

~ demand the v1olent 1nterposmon of ‘the people P
~ About what are. we to meet and to exclaim, and to

shake down the o]d authormes of our Gove1 nmenﬁ '
—What are the dungeous?—How heavy is. the du-

rance to which our MARTYRS arc doomed p——From :

'what suﬁ'ermgs haye the misguided and unfor..

tunate rioters 1av1shed theu lives, and 1nsulted
the laws for thelr rescue ?——I'or an evil too sh«rht

‘for the sympathy of poverty, for what to -pride

and contumely is a triumph, . for a nearly nomi-
nal restriction, a conﬁnement by the most lement
of ‘judges, who, in their utmost wrath,. almost

leave the key in the prisoner’s. hand

I know that. the argument Wthh I adopt 1s
what may be called here unpopular. What I com-

11
,mumcate to vou, ‘may, amrdst the multlphmty of‘ ‘
more desérving productxons, remain unnoticed and
obscures - biit were I''an ‘elector of Westmmster, I
would without' dismay repeat it from the hust-j
ings, after the mﬂammatory haranoue of the most
favounte patriot. Had T an’ overweening reO'ard
for™ my pelsonal safety, T might stand sﬂent be-i
fore a’ French ‘or an Amencan mob in the most"
savage days of then revolutlons, but I knoW my"‘
: countrymen well; T reoret that they axe SO easxly:
glven up to’the wﬂes ‘of ¢ our lldlClllOl]S reforn1e1S' :
not should T f'ear, in the’ worst of days, to address'
‘to'them: the old lanO'uaoe of our old laws and go-
‘vernment. T would aoam and again dneet thelr"
attentxon to France, for, to usea term of Ml. Cobv"‘
bett s, tkej cannot be told of those timws too often. ,
- Under their first regime the people of that coun-.
try had many ¢rievances to endule; then taxes
were heavy " unequaliy adapted, and their col-‘
“lection vexatlons and ill-arranged. Artful and
unpunc1pled pmhtxclans 'oot possession of thelr"
minds, and mstlgated them to revolution and
a.wild revenve, “how: many h'n e been cut off by ‘
the axe, of lmmolaued in some more horrlble man-
- before the present uon penod of thexr hlStOI’}, '
no 1ec01ds perhaps rnay number 5 but in its vic-

' txms ‘thie: revolutlomry slau<rhtex has becn mdls'
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cnmmate, the criminal intriguer has.bled him--
self to revencre the deaths of the famlhes whom he
has persecuted Vi lzere the wﬂl of the people has

been indulged to the zenith of its frenzy, and for

what ha\'e they at last exchanged their original
*-ev1ls? In amendmtr they have unde:mmed ago-
.vernment whlch companed to the present, was:
' ,_mxld as the care of 2 parent., to the knife of an
‘executioner. For a tax on salt they now pay a.
double tax in blood for a, tempmarv relief. from..
. feudal tenme, ‘they con’mbute their chlldren to.
“the’ etelnal conscnptxon for an old noblhty whom
they have envied and destroyed they are fitted -
to the yoke of mennl upstarts, unde1 whose des-.
Ppotism it is death to ‘murmur, - L S
In answer to all the speculatlve theorles of our.
- reformers; we are here furnished with matter of
' fact, sufficient I trust to keep, by its precept thls
kingdom in the enjoyment ofmternal txanqullht), _
enou<vh to make each man IGJOICC at the- sacri--
fice he makes ‘in support of an order: of ‘things
perfect as the frailty of human nature w111 pexmlt :
and mduce ‘him" to rally rouud aud to support,
not endea»our to. eountelact and embanass his .
- (xovemment, in their- great. contest fox the saiety
‘and existence of the country, - . i oo

I‘hough vely httle of my nttentlon has been;

'

18;

\

engaged‘sm pohtxcal reﬂectlons, I have hved to;

see- gradually-and at last 1ap1d1y effecting, -a ma-

terial -and Unpleasmo change in thé: dlsposmon of
my countrymen. - The’ 'seeds’ ‘of - Susplcmn andf
discontent have “been mdustnously ‘SOwm ‘upon a
~soil- toor susceptible of néw: xmplessmns, ‘and * aref
quickly obliterating: the open, and generous feature
which. dlstmomshed the’ British character. - Dis= 'A
appointed,: _perhaps, at’ the’ pamal fortune of ‘the -
national enemy; they have been unfmrly taucrht'
~ to account for the tide of his success, by scruti- -
nizing for fcuhno‘s at home: ' They waste upen the ‘

Government; or upon one another; the energies

that should be  all dlrected abroad.- We aré be-’
coming a’ divided people, a more easy prey to
our old tivals, or a more early sacrifice to our
. own: dissentiens. - Along with this state" Qf irri-"
tation, is engrafted a strange apprehension’ of

the . publlc enemy, the warfare is not beheld

with the “steady and ‘confident eye becoming

England-in- her: battle with France. The na-

,tmnal taste and expectation is timid or capum?
‘ous; to conquer when battle was inevitable, “or toé“’
"retlre when: retreat was advisable, have found in
- the same-critics. the same calumniators. To secure

the applause of hls‘cq}mtry, ‘the general must

_close his eyes on the scene of his exploits, or if

U T e i R B L L M b e a ?
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he, hves, live :to - be taunted W1th -rashness - or

branded w1th pusrllammlty The temporary fal-»-

lure of' a well-pro_}ected and gallant enterprise ‘is:
to ﬁll our: PATRIOTS - with dismay,. ;or to be-.a.

‘ handle for angry troubles at home.. ; A rigid spi=.

rit of' inquisition is set on foot. - The ‘panders of .

the populace must drag out,. and supply their per-

vertéd appetite with characters to- destloy, and:
the altar of vulgar opinion:is seldom: left without:.
its victim. In looking at'the newspapers .for some
years back we find them incessantly occupied in-
the drssectron and. manolmo' of public- men.s;;A—;
sort of base vein of wrath. and scandal, encreas:
ing. and growmcr more complex in. its ramrﬁca-'-:

tions, is passing through and searing-many a noble,

sacrrﬁce, 'distinguished for rank or for: abrhty, andﬂ.

only more open, from the . pubhcrty of'statron, to'@
-the meanness of popular odium, . ..,

To oppose the spreading mischief. of these neW{.

oprmons of these ill- dISO’UISed revolutronaly doc~
trines, we look to the ostensible friends- of thef

-Crown and the Constrtutron -but we find- them by :
local cucumstances broken: up and. unconnected ‘. A

Dlsameelno upon matters of minor. 1mportance,t
they Waste on each other the. resentments and the.
v opposrtron, whleh should be all. planted agamst»

the desperate party, whrch has been swelhno and;

o
v S

15

absorbmg strength upon their.ruins. -Among the

Tia

o ch'moes of' the eventful tlme m Whrch “We hve, it

may not. be unuseful to. the. present enqurry to

the nature of partles in parhament There used to

xbe a systematic opposition, guided by strong con-

strtutronal professions, whlch while it: kept: a

‘check perhaps necessary, upon the measures of-a
~ .vigorous government, ' was equally prepared to
~ restrain the foolish and dangerous . encroachments
of the; people. M. Fox lived long enough to: see

dissolved those bands of statesmen, at the head of
awhom he and his rival Pitt, aheady no: more, ‘had

50 long drvrdecl the sentlments of the nation... No

polnt of ancient union remajns to collect them

agiin: together, the o}d land-marks of pol1t1cal -
principle seem to be effaced The whrg and-the
tory may combine ‘into- administration . with no

preJudrce to disturb then cordlahty, ‘or may secede
into a drsorgamsed and tumultuous opposmon
where no pledoe of action is requrred and no.sys-

" .tém of operatlon is agreed upon. . ‘The old parties,
thus cut up into. such a “variety of_interests, ﬁnd‘
‘themselves’ frequently enoaged on the srde of .the

REFORMERS, who alone seem to preser ve, in every

~ question,, asteady aim at. then‘ destined object,
: who level, throu<>h the muustry, at the state 1tself

ez
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and in thelr cndeavours to (hslod ge the hehnsmen
regard not the damage inflicted upon ‘the vessel. -

© An opposmon unwise  enough’ to lend ‘its exer-
tions to our MODERN PATRIOTS may indeed en-

~ joy populauty, till arriving themselves at power

and odium, they, i their turn, become ‘elevated
marks for the hOOtlnéo of 'the vulgar.: ‘But’ the
populanty 'of this day is niot formed for the man of'
‘any constitutional prmc1ple, he may ‘be long car-

ried’ high - above our’ “heads,” ‘but

burled beneath the: wave, or, recedmg, it will leave
him an obJect only consplcuous for thexr ndlcule
and hatxed . P ’ ‘

" It-isnot thh asperlty that T would pamculanze :
'many of ‘the  leaders whose talerits ‘and ‘worth are -

lent’'to .the use of ‘4~ troublesome factlon ; there

are celtalnly many among them who' ‘have oeca-

sioned sorrow rather than mdlonatxon, in the re-

flection that they have chosen to, smk their cha- -

racters to the level of such a cause, - It may 1ot
be" unwoxthy their attentlon, nor that of -the
thoughtless populace, ‘who are in’ thelr traln, that

\Vhen the’ people become paramount in then' wnll

the 'point* wdl'
“at'léngth come when he must stop, hen' kie* can
‘no longer accommodate ‘himself to" ‘the  tnstable
" and turbulent fancies of the: people ; then, withall
~ the recollection of hlS former services; he will be

e

2o
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their idols mvanably telmmate by being then

tyrants or their slaves There 1s no mlddle course.
for an honest or patuotlc ambltlon, they wﬂl be
~‘trampled on or fmoot in’ the storm whnch they

- Lhave contmbuted to. 13ise, but whlch they have no

;mﬂuence to allay, or they must pervert the con-
fidence that ‘has been reposed in thern, for the des-

| o ,potlc coercmn of those who have eﬁ"ected thelr |

,elevatxon

SIR I‘RANCIS BURDETT wﬂl shortly open hls -
,,:eyes to the much that is expected of him; he ,

,must. e1the1 determme to _stop short, to extrlcate
hlmself from his’ load of populauty, or, if he s yet

to; be the leader of their _game, tremble, for all his

ﬁrmness, ;at the despexate chance he ‘has to play
-If 1 nnstakc not it 1s not Very lonO' since even hzs
e;;ertxons dld not keep pace w1th the fury of hlS

onstltucnts, ‘murmurs were already heard of kzs
.,:_zzzdolence, and it was even in contemplauon to cast

:,ahout for some more actlve adherent ———who thc _

,more expeuenced WORTHY was to be cannot now
'be dxvmed he rests hlthelto undlstmbed from hls

,_,'ObSCUllty, and is hkely there to remam for, by one :

,_,glouous act of impr, udence, by one (renelous and

'dnect deﬁance, Sir Flanms nses hwher in thelr

ebtlmatlon than before A CIISIS, an oppmtumty

for the e*{hlhltxon of patuotlc vxolence has been
G
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lobtamed and the proud support of THE BE-
FORMERS 1§ its reward.

~ Posterity will hardly comprehend the extreme
'dnﬁ"erence of estimation attached by his.country to

‘the services of a noble lord, when hé ‘treads the
'quartcr-deck of a British man of war, or when he

'hanngues from the hustings of Palace-Yald
With an intrepidity becommg the professmn of
‘which he is so distinguished an ornament, he

‘rushes forward ‘in the van of a party, who are

isulprlsed and dehohted to ﬁnd in a hero, thelr
friend! To talk to him of the danger attendmg
'_the d1ssemmatlon of such pxmcxples, ‘would pro-
.bably ‘only rouse. hlb enthusmsm, and rlvet him
“more closely to the cause of his adoptlon Amidst
“the dxscoverles to excite the appxebenswn -and
alarm of the nation in which this gallant noble-
"‘man is so fehcntous, he would have us believe: that
a weakness threatens tke Brmsh ﬂeet’ but we
il rather argue from the actions, than give full

_'credence to the plofessxons of this unexpected re-
former, tor in them we find many gal]ant plOOfS‘

_: recorded in contradnctlon to such asseltmns If
he s resolved to waste the solid regard of his

_countrymen, by being only seen as the 1eader of a

desperate faction, a better ‘earned . and “more
- gratefully bestowed na.tlonal admlratlon was never

—

- 1 _:‘>
|
§
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squandered i so bad a service.. But, the memory

of his achxevements will remain . englaved upon
our recollectlon, and when he caﬁ no lonorer be

followed w1th applause, he wxll become an ob‘]ect’ -

for general regret.

A third and haxdly 1ess ostens.ble supporter of
the refoxmex s, can by this time. pretty well com-p
* municate to the remdining aspirants the true re-

lish for populanty ;. his exertions. accndentally
suiting ‘the vitiated taste of the age, he at once
mounted thh it to- the zenlth The 1e0‘1$lat01s

of the natlon were entertained wnth the whole his-
, tmy of 2 .woman’s resentments, who had the f01-

tune to dlscover, ‘among her fnends, one gentle-
man to procure them publlcxty Her story, pecu-
liarly fitted for the sympathy of the confidante of a
retired apartment, ‘was, with every spltef'ul minu-

tia, which could at least distress the: feelmos :
“where it did not - ass1st the enquiry, forced ‘upon
the publlc attention, and received by our patriots .

with greedy ears, for the subject was, the private

failing of a prince! The extreme merit of all this
‘ dlscovery was leeelved Wlth exact]y those accla—

mations to whlch it was. llbelally entltle(l But a
flame so pure 1equues many a' f'resh accession of

fuel, to preserve it in permanent splendour.. Are’
there not abuses sufficient and palpable enouoh to

7
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feed ﬂzzs one Zam[) 2 'lhe army great-coats have

been apphed and exhausted The eloquent ne-

cessity of’ savmo all wé spend has had its ghtter

and expired. ' His well-déserved popularlty 1s with’
the fickle multitude on the wane, and hé’ may

shoxt]y have left only’ the happy appxobatmn of
his- own bosom to rely upon. “

* To enter into any appeal with the hordé ltself "

Wlth those who lové ‘commotion, " bécause no

'-‘(‘hanoe can be for them ‘the worse, with" those

whose chalacters and “habits are 1nd1genous to

siuch a canse, with the eternal talkers who are as

~ necessary to' the ; pxece) as music to a_pantomimi,
- and whoj in common thh the directors of & pup-

pet-show, are always sure of their crowd, would

mdeed be an unhandsome call upon your atfen-

tion, and fruitless exhaustxon of my oWn'time, -

" The 0ood sens¢ of the people will: Smely ]Ct-.lTI]
the admners of these theonsts will melt away, and
leave them solitary and visible beacons of what we
ought to shun —1I turn to’ a contest miore 1mpor-'
tant ;" of my cause I’ am not at all afrald “but to

| encounter and remark’ upon Mr. Cobbett the oxant

of their party, may. demanda better Titer ary abxhty ‘

*The pohtlcal labours of Mr. Cobbett may be di-

vided into two. remarkable - staoes, in' which the.}-

have reflected colours of fhe ‘most OppOSlte effect.

-

a1

o Tiv the earher par» of hiy life; Wlth a faily aﬁd

- domeifhit Yomantie disregaid: for thé fury, of: the
| rabb]e, hé teinained, to hidzard! the- lauouage of an
enthiisiastie dd: oyal Dﬁmhéhman,f inthe: midst

of the re(roluu}()mzed m’ob of: ther Umtedr States.
Alnd now; in defighice of consﬁxgtéh‘cy, ‘He ventures
o dxssel‘mnate tﬁ‘roughout Etwland-'the docmnes

'~ df an Atiietidan fanatlc' ‘He Hds beety: alternately
thé sdund de’fét‘xder or ‘thei tioresé adversary of the
. govcmment e sarik ‘litig’ ‘ofi condict] | atid: of
) opn‘ﬁo‘n ‘hast! equally fouﬂd i vhiim its - d4d voodte

- atid ity oppoiién{’ Thdividaal pohtloal chataeters
‘Have appeax‘ed wpor His pageé supported with the
applaﬁses of an adherent and. embelhshed ivith the

partiality: ‘of a-private fiiend: They have aftei~
wards been paissed’ through the machmexy of ‘his

unstable mind, aild oif dnother page: been dxsmlst

sed with' all thi& force of hls lxchcule, with- all the

powers of his cohtempt - The sﬁlong enelgles of
- his' miivd ‘aré how dirétted 16 tlie subvelsmn of

what he' has before emmently eontributed Lo su’p‘-
port His lanouaoc is ueivous, with an’ assump-
tion of bluit smcenty, and paltxculallv adapted

fxom its’ fa,mlharlty of explesswn, dnd leJectlon of'

,,,,,,

alty The Pohtxcul Remstel whelevel it is: ie-
cexved mﬂames its little circle, hay xt is the i ighis
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B fatuus pursued by the whole populace of West-

minster, -nor has it been without its weight in the'

~ late proceedlngs of the electors of Cambrrdo'e. ,

-His style has, besides, the strnkmo recommenda-,
tion of novelty ; while it. is: guarded with the cun-

ning and the v1g1[ance of an attorney from the di-

rect committal of libel, it has in it a roughness__-’_ _
and personality, .the experiment. of . whose effect
had not by precedlno writers been tried: T he ob-

ject of. ‘his attack is.drawn in a coarse and strong.
caricatura, calculated while it grat;ﬁes a pohtlcal;
_prejudice, to. satiate a personal and. hidden hatred..
The- statesman- who ineurs his opposrtron 1s ‘not,
argued to or. admonxshed but is denounced as a
criminal to the popula1 -vengeance. . Junius, hi-
' therto the most caustic of our publrc drsputants '

wrote. with the temper of a gentleman The edi-
tor of the Register writes as if ke would strzlce, he

condemns as if he wonld love to be the execu-

tioner. The satire of the first cut. deep, yet

smooth w1th the fineness of the razor ; the pen of
the other ‘mangles as with a hatchet.
At one of the two phases of his eareer, Mr Cob—
bett must have either tejécted all limit of princi-
v'ple, or have been most roundly mretaken If he
is only now in the right way of thmkmg, a.nd ina
becoming course of Lactron, how agonizing should.

be lns reﬂectron at the mrschlefs whrch he laments,
and which %e has helped to occasion. If the pre-
sent state of things is really s0 'very bad, how
ought he to legret the great share he has had m
their perversron. S .

It is fortunate that the same mlnd ere 1t dis-
trl]ed its porson, had ‘to work out an antldote.

The current patres of the Register are’ best and

conclusrvely refuted by a perusal of its earlrer
volumes, and by the first honest and unpre_]udlced
productlons of Mr. Cobbett Co -‘
The personahty of’ these remarks shall be ter-
mmated by a shght ammadvereron upon the- pre-
cepts and machmanons of a venerable polrtxcran,

, who, durmg the vrgour of his youth and ablhty,
never had the fortune to secure a partlsan or pub.

hc frrend In afar advanced age, when a decay-
ing ﬁame s an msuf'ﬁcxent organ for the unsub-

dued xmpnlses of his active and tulbulent dispo- |

smou, he has found puplls eatrer to receive and
propagate hxs doctnne 3 he may emst not w1thout
the hope' «« ere he depart and he no more seen,’

of wrtnessmg some of the blossom from the per-

mc1ous plants of hrs cultme “The Journals of

halt a century commemonate the v1rulent and 1n-
drscrrmmate drsputes of a lrfe spent in an anory
and mcremous opposrtlen to the order of socxety ;

oY

. s Pt
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the phenomenon of hxs ])olztzcal agreemmts has )
been reserved fox the 1ncon51stencxes of more suxt— o
ablz days.“ R 5 a

!plamt

mg grzevances, for the purpose of‘ _monotonous

"I‘he Ca rnomc QUESTIO‘{, though 50 oft¢n _
Vanqmshed “witha pecuhax facﬂlty of revivil, is-

’lu-come an unextmwmshdble torch and wﬂl con—

e i

95

“tinue-a, -subject:: of -animosity, - as-lohg ‘as: there

.existsiniithéi.country.any dread  of ‘the: power-of
France;), or:a: déprecation »of; ‘treason:in - Ireland.

Hadinot that form:of religion found: the: ad0ptlon
- and..sapport - of Bonaparte;:: Lregret . .to - believe
R that,,lts advocates would:not: have. marshalled-in
’vlsuch strength A concession on: thm point 'seem-
ing rather to-be recommended:to: our fears :than
~argued, :to our. reason, .my undlmlmshed ‘confi-

dencein the power of the nation, and the mtegnty

_of her establxshment .would mduce me to I‘CJCCt it.

Independent of the tune and mrcumstance of
a suiﬁcxent pledge off ithat mcreased unammlty
which: it professe& to acquire., - - Nosipenal statutes

now remam to, oppn@ssﬁthc great body of ourr: Rm.

JeaE

man)Ga,tthcs, thepoor-of Ireland. . They ‘may

- be,saidyto. require & relief. from tythes; but such
a,measure;, m]ohj; .only: tend. to'ithe .abrogation.of

all gcelesiastical;system, without the désired . be<
nefit: to themselves;; as; the landlordsiwould im<
med;atgly,}lay .upop; their. estates: the: increased

value iof .the abolished tythes.. That: an) amelio-
- ration of, the state.of ; this clags: of the community-
:s‘ absolutely necessary, I -would assxst stronaly to

enforqe but I .repeat::my: convxctmn, that “their
haﬂmnﬁssz and peace;are in. the: ‘hands:of the indi¢
o D N , & A
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vxdual landlords alone ;:: thaﬁ HO" mterference of

Parhamcnt in..the. shape .of i Gatholic’ Eman01pa—
tion;;-or any;ether mode:short of: ﬁxmg the maxi-
miim;’ of: ferts, ¢an.do . them: “any :real I service.
'.Ehose who .pretend to: -explain: their suﬁ'ermgs*dx-
xect:all their comp]amts into:this narréw ¢hannel,
but ‘the :hope! ito restore: their- ‘quiet); by“actlho
~ mpon such a: presumptiony wou]d ‘be<to thirgi ‘ot
difeather: fon aib anchor, ¢ to: castioal §toné for
bread= i
i1 By opemngn the;hto'hestm’rdem siof the p?mfessfm‘is
~‘and-the stateto the‘ambxtmnfof‘ the Cathiolies) the
piblic:councils: would: no'deiibt { gain 4t aébcsswn
ofianuch:sréspectable talenty and:thel lafidéd in-
terest pmbahly secure &/; prepondelabmg influgiide
in ‘herepresentdtion: s, ‘Bt thiese: advaﬁfage& cdit
notsbes pidcurediat a Tess: 'eXpenee ‘thanthe evefis
thalchazardzof the Protestaiit. Supremaéy,ffor*thexr
encroachmerits and : “out-¢vniéessions: Would ‘be per-
petudlyritill reachmg an (@equalslevel) at coiitest
for thie mastetywould remiain to-be’ decided. Wlth
d: disposition:/not zillustrative of the fiank and'e ge-
ncrous\;chalacter ofsithe - Slster‘\Island ‘“the de-
mands of>.thé; Cathaliost have 'keépti even: pace
mth the-national embarréssments. A long reign
of:lenienit andi:parental:attention’ has teriioved
‘every . gallmgh restriction, vwithiout producmg 8

- K
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rorrespondent cordiality, or alleviatiig’ t"li’e’ Feté

i‘nent‘d{" their"discdntent ‘So determmed are they

“now.-bécome in: their: demands; that” no" capxtdl’a-

tion: whatever is'toibe admitted iti ol teriis,” ‘We.
are called upon: to surrendcr ‘at” dtscretxén“‘ théy

‘ “.,'.would :no -doubt: expect: to plant theirBeneh’ 6f |
-Bisheps: in: the: House: of ‘Lords ;- aﬁd“thus, by
*splendid: patronage; “indemnify: the Pope for "tlig
~spoliations: of his -elder childrent- May such‘ hir-

mony: and such ‘a ‘bond . of union;! ‘Temain &’ rdise

tantand: beautiful-objeét for SPECldafIOD’ but be |

nzver:tdrm‘shed by the actual expemnent I
+The" necessny of 4 PARLIAMEN TARY ‘REFom\t
LR uxged by many: argurhents, ! swhich: lmpute the

: difficulties of the  state to the COI‘PUpthﬂr it “the

House of Commons, and - which: ‘xecommend 'a

' ~more liberal extension +of’ t})@ elebtxve ﬂanchlse,

“in! the assumptxon that the pleseut c’lass of' vofg{s
tum a-fair. representatxon of the people "To those
-~who seeio danger in opemnwthe”dom to irfio-
“vation, qr- who conceWe that our thodern” patnots
“would be' so easﬂy satlsﬁed, no them A ‘can be less
‘objectijonable. - But’ 'if the ma30ntg of the pré-
‘sent -constituents’is really Cotrapt and. unw orthy

of tr ust, twhat - is* the chance 6f' nmprovement fxom'
'm) vaned selectlon of A people, Who by a con-‘

/

i P R
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sequent analogy. may. Be.-; conisidered - equally. .de-.

praved ? As. longras gold -possesses its faculty of
1nsmuat10n, iwe fnay dread, -that in:spite:of every
| precaution short: of a ‘sanguinary penal statute,
theroad. to a bargam of .the representation’ will-lie
as open as ever.

perty ins the -votes; mxght serve: ‘only: to! raise the

price of the. matkets, and;: by the: splendom of the

purchase; - nvet -the :atistocratic,, influeiicé” more

exelusxvely ‘than before: - That :such a- conses '

‘quenee is ‘to betlameited T am’ reager: to adxmt
~ but my: sympathy and- regrets are' not.: very ‘vio-
lently excited; bécause.the state of' society is not
sufﬁcxent_ly original “for* the ‘precepts of a'Lycur-
gus. - ehould rejoice to see: the: House of Com-
mons c]cansed Ao every suspicion' ‘of nnpurzty
by the honesty of the electors;. but it rather ap-
pears to me, ‘that'the matter: for: ref‘oym lies in:the
‘ dlsposmou of ‘the people, ‘than in the constitution

of the lerrlsiature, “and that)no Anterference of the

parhament would be competent g,o enforce 3 con:

whatever c]ass of'_ the eommumty 1t mlght be de—
Iegated ; ; :

After a,ll the obloquy whxch our 1otten boxuughs :

| seem to demdud, ‘no matter. of fact: evmces that'
.the membexs‘ dctually funmshed by them, are per—

1

' To, diﬂ'use a.more general pro-.k

. 1mportant trust,
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sonally Of Q- desenptxon less-adequate- for the
than- those chosen in a--mode

less corrupted: or controuled It would indicate
the : obstmacy of a: bloot the very slave.of a

" party, wilfully-blind  to- the publicity :of the par-

~ liamentdry; proceedmgs, to’ ‘deny that ‘the- ‘house is
" unremzttmglgy‘ engaged'in. “the supermtendence of
~ theirevenue:

and vxgllant in".enquiry into- every
branch - of ithe - expenditure; *-An . ‘economical re-
form,, which.is: a promised" ‘effect-of the other re-
form,, is.in. f'act already nearly attained, or-in‘a
close. and eertam course:of; : pursuxt
trenchments and careful’ Tegulations. are instituted
in.every public. department ‘The ancient: sour-
ces, of ‘ministerial patronage,: and the: prxvate power
| eward in.the Crown, are . largely contributed
to the . exigence -of .the: state. » It :is not fair-to
1mpute to these days,..the abuses whlch had accu-
mulated. for acentury, - and whxeh it is' the- dally
occupatlon of our, legislature to detect with ri--
gour, -and testrain . \Vlth impartiality. - ‘

T {2 ,would not :suit-the dlo'mty of - thls powerful
empne, to. measure her resources w1th the peuur;-

ous. calculatxou beﬁttmo the estabhshment of a -
g WlSh not to wntness the

transa,tlan,tlc republic. .
-time:; when. a. statesman may: amve at -the posses-

sion; of power,. without the emolument ‘adequate
to the. dlstmctmn, aml responsxblhty of hls ap-«'

Mmute re-

e T T T e g

=T
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, pomtment A more tyranmcal govcrnment ‘than
a mlmstry,,thus mdependent of the mational. fa—
~ vour,. Ii cannot inagine to - ex1st They must,-in

aceeptmg of place, have in - view some, ObJCCt~

higher than | 1ts present. astensible reWard,, and
probably dangerous ta.the hbexties of the couﬁtry,
| which: they. mlght putsue to_its: completlon, ‘uns
" checked by the desue ifor: popular. regard,. now.so
much the interest of an administration to. fetain:
Some modern Challatans loudly tender theu' wxsh

and to dn'ect our aﬁ'ans for the mere crfatlﬁcatldn
of then‘ patrlotlsm I much unSl}l n,:? should ghey
once get’ in, but we mlght dlscover’ thag\, whxle
they were unammous ina Jealousy of the people
in - possession,’ they had by no -means:an indis-
- criminate objectxon to the exmtence of the places
themselves. S : T N PR
- Mr. Cobbett has astounded many a. rummatmg
_vxllage pohtrclan, by hiis. descrlptlon of the taxes of
whole pans/zes, devoured by some one . placeman,
who .is produced as the lmmedxate cobject for: hxs'
~oppr obrium: The, chlcanery of such representatlons
is unwmthy his aff’ectatlon of solid reasoning :
is -a mere tub to. the whale. - Were he,: with t,he
minuteness of calculatlon in whlch he is an: adept
1o explam ‘how :much: the: pansh and (if no-k
' _;mmal fractions descended so low)- how httle each

/ i

s

'-perscm ,would bé 1in: pocket by the abolitxon of
all:such. places, his rustics followers wouldntum,

ungratlﬁed and dlsappomted .from his:labours.
i There-is surely no, necessity: that- the minor.sav=

mgs .of ! the: state. should ibé at onee ungraclously ’

enforced;  to- the; immediate, ruin -of: ‘many-une
offending familiess .nor would: the violent: fintro~

duetion. of such T e\msh prmcxples, the gratxﬁca“ :

tion:; of Wha.t fesembles an«individual. hatred; ras

‘ther-than an- enlwhtened pohcy, be hkely to acs

quire the approbation of the country..!insi eii 't
(- Incsuch a review: of: the leading - pomtsl ofidis-
oussxon,,as ‘the limits of a: produetwn irksome: Arérh
its; uovclty would, admit; it has)not: been': my!in-
tention . to, deny that,: in. every regulatlon of:50+

ciety; there. ‘will ‘be found, some,’ defectlon or:in=

_corivenience: . _sufficient to excite a paltlal drritas

tion of -the: dl,scontented Ay obJect hasi rather
been to remove the mlcxoscope from ‘the ‘public

eye, ‘to restore the mole-hil to its just dimen-
sion, believing that, by the ratlonal and temperate

course of reform now acted upon, every grievance
will ultimdtely be more salely removed, than by

‘the interposition of an- innovation, which by al-
tering the ha,hlts mxoht endanoer the ex1stence'
. of the constxtutlon e e e
CIf they have am sort of ntle to the patrlotlsm '
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‘they.affect,: the tutbulent disturbersiof the public
mindi should be‘ restrained- by the: ‘consideration
that.the . fetments: théy excite are ‘the 'best: allies
which- Napoleon has “hitherto:discovered: in ' his
“contest with - Great Britain, ‘and: thatithey: are
more; eﬂ'ect:ve stowardsrour ﬁnal extinotion and
‘overthrow, ‘than all h1s victories: and acquismdnt
. on 'the : Continent. i+ The rest of the:: nation looks
on dxsgusted at: thq outrages agarnSt 4 Govern:
ment; w'hlch in theu' very occurrence are proofs )
of1ts lemty IS BT SRR
- My tax upon your attentlon is noW’ atiantend,
LhaNe «completed the. short" taski'g6 Sufnexlxecﬁedfy
-~ undertaken;  and drawn. from'imé: by - the! unusidl
‘circumstanceés of the>moment I rise from it with

a conscmusness,.that -however ! defectlvc m’a*l-* .

rangment, -  the :observations are those' 6f & mmd |
ardently zealous for the: 0‘lory and secur‘xty of the ‘

B . Brettell and Co. Prmters,.‘._‘,’l\ L e
ulnhnllAStree{, (xolden-qquare, andw . R R A ST




