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LONDON:
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A LETTER.

: TO THE

RIGHT HON THE EARL OF LIVERPOOL
' &c 3f 5;0-

‘MY LORD,_ MR ,

As the time is fast apploachlng, when, by
His 'Ma(]esty:s command, the new Parha';
ment will assemble, the country looks for-
ward ‘with confidence to- ‘the realization of
theipledge given by your Lordship, that the -
important subject of the revision of the Corn
Laws should be submitted to its delibera-
tion, during the Session. | Having, my Lord;
had some experience as a merchant, prin: .
cipally engaged in the foreign corn trade, I




ta}ge the liberty of laying before your Lord-

ship a. fevv observatlons, Whlch appear to me

to bear upon the questlon, and of suggesting
that which, in my. Judgment would be an
1mprovement in our present very defective
system Undoubtedly, the subJect is one of
,co.nmdered W1th the utmost temperance, but
above all, W1th a strlct view to 1mpa1t1a11ty
Imust confess, notW1thstandmg all that has
been Wr,ltten and sa1d on the matter, I have

not, yet,. Inet Wlth ‘any argument that has

""""""""

appeared to me: founded on the true merits
of the case. R
Tt is umversally allowed that corn, in thls
‘country, cannot be raised at thesame __rate
as in other countries. AR
No doubt, my Lord, much conﬂlctlng Opl—-
nion has arisen as to. the causes.—I attribute

them to the following :.

- 1st. The great increase in the populatlon,

,’j,mid

) p1oduct10n

,5

VVVVVV

which Hag béeit the means of brmgnlg ‘into

‘cultlvatlon a large proportlon of mfel‘if)r '

B q.,__/.}:,é

2nd Taxatlon operatmg on. the cost of

EERES N

,4

- 3rd. ‘A more luxur1ous mode . of hvmg

Aamong the. peasantry of ‘this than is usual

in'the corn. countries’ of Europe ——W1th re— ‘
gard to the first cause, it will be necessary

for 2 me to call your Lordshlp § attention 'to
fthe state ‘of the” populatlon ‘of England and
.Wales prevmus to thée 1te arduous wWar,
Th'the - year 17 90, the populatlon of” Eng—

land -and Wales was about 8,675, 000 ; in

‘1821 about 12 218, 500.  Ttis well known

that, during the war, immense sums were ex-

pended in the cultivation of inferior soils,

from a continued increase in the -demand

- for its produce,»wh_ich, from the high- prices
then prevalent, amply remunerated  the

grower.. For ten years previous to the

1
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quarter for ‘wheat,

war, about ‘40s./to 445. a
ks considered a” remuneratmg price;~~the

Jind then under tillage being prlnmpa]ly of
"the supenor quahtles ‘From 1790 to 1821,

a permd of thlrty-one years, there has been

an thercase of one third in the population of

England and Wales': s it not, then, fairto
‘mfer, that thele must also have been 4 cor-

1espond1ng 1ncrease in the growth of corn?

If t}us 1ncrease in ‘the populatmn ha,s ‘been

the necessary cause, “which T contend it has,
of bllnglng into cultlvatlon lands which re-
qmre a large expendlture 0 make them plo-

duetlve, we - must elther now abandon the

~ ¢ulture of those lands, and 1eave ourselves'

‘at 'the mercy of f01e1gn “countries to supply -

the ‘wants of our stﬂl 1n01easmg populatlon,
or the British agucultuust ‘must be pro-
tected against the effects of a compet1t10n

qulte 1ncon51stent with the cost of plOdIlC—

tion. T am confirmed” 1n thls view by the

~

ding seed) at 15,000,000 of quarters : of

tls supposed to be gmwn on the %uperlor'solls; one-thlrd

7

evidénce given beforethe Agrienltural Com-
mittee in 1821, where it is:stated,;’ that the
-produce of ‘ wheat on the:inferior lands a,wf'ei'—
‘ages:from: 10 to ‘15 bushels, and, on the sy-

perior lands, 30 to 40 bushels per acre; ~and

it is admitted, that the expense of cultwatmg |
the land,. Whlch produces ﬁ'om 10 to 15

bushels, is' equal to. the dlﬂ’erence of rent
paid on. that which- y1elds from 30 to 40

,bushels an ‘acre.*

~ Now,out.of thls ev1dence, arises. aquestlon
as to- What proportion of Wheat grown in
Great Bmtam is raised on mferlor soils. It
has beén calculated that one-thlrd of the

-wheat lands now: under tﬂlage 1s of that de-
seription-which. ylelds from 10 to 20 bushels

per- acre ;1 but,if we estimate only one-third

# See Ri¢ardo on Agricultural- Protection.

-+ The annual produce of Wheat is estimated (1nclu-

s, one-thnd

on the mlddlmg, and the 1ema1nder on the inferior.
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(or one:ninth part of the, whole)ofl this tp
,be thrown out of cultivation; creating a.defi-
-_clency, .according to the: supposed :produc-
‘tion of the, kingdom, of upwards.of: 1,500,000
unarters .of wheat, . would not. this be ‘the
' '-:mea.ns of rather atrgra,vatmg the.evil of high
prices.than, obviating, it ;:for- where;. I ask,
~can we.look for . a, foreign supply . of such
maggmtude as this, when, in 1818, theilargest

importation ever. known; took. place, ‘We Tex
cﬁvedizcon81derab1y shoxt. of this quantity,

-with;an average price, dulmg the iyear, of af
least 83s. ;. .and. - during the precedmg .one

of upwards of 93s. a. quarter ?. With regard
to taxation, it certamly would be a most de-

sirable. obJect that the burthens on the; peo—

‘ p,lxe;;qu., every de,s_crlpt;lon, qunder ;this head,
‘should be reduced as much as: possible,
v thereby diminishing the cost of production,

one of the mam causes of hlgh prices :—but,
in ref'elence to thls subJect let us’ look to

9
possibilities; and not:to« ﬁmﬁbssibiﬁﬁiééi' sdlet
us'hot forget that we'hdve 4 debt): the deo-
m‘ﬁla;ted savings of the ﬁaﬁoffifdﬁi‘ihg%”ﬁ 0-
tracted war,—a wary in' my opinion, my Lioid,
justly - undertaken, vigorously prosedited,
and’ gloriogsly terminated s——that we- liave

~ establishments to'maintain; whichit is ot in-

terest-as Well asit iS‘ our dut‘y‘ to’ ﬁiphdlﬂf aﬁa

,reductlon of taxation. “But:let us calcula’cé '

for argument’s sake, what-effeét a'much' Taie-
ger-reduction of t‘axhtiori“WOiﬂ’(‘i‘ have on%}fé‘

‘necessaries of life, than’ 11: ‘appears to tie pos:
sible to be accomplished. 7+ oo

It has been estimated, that the value ‘()f
the produce of the soil of the kmgdom, s
about £160,000,000* annua]ly :—let us theii

‘suppose, that ' the country is in a situation

% Colqulioun, in ‘his estimate of the annual agricul-

tural produce of thé soil, (exclusive of seed,) states it t
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‘to! adrmt of a. reductron of taxatlon to -the

:followmg extent, viz. .l D T,

The ‘whole"of .the: assessed

‘ -,ta'xes, “amounting, in round. -

Aumbers, to abott...iveriiene £5 000 000
- Poor Rates, County Rates, L
«&‘c.’ &c.’ to"the"extent of 3000 OOO
L | | £8 000,000
' Suppose, also, the Landlords .
"to reduce their rents. 20 perf{ . .
cent. which,. bemgestlmated 8,000,000
‘at” 40,000,000 ‘per annum, | e
A.Wﬂl make a reductmn of ¥ :
In all... 4£16,000,000

be’ 217,000 OOOZ and the rental at 60,000,000¢. -

the deprec:latlon of ploduce, it must be cons1de1ab1y re-

sduced : but it is not to be’ forgotten, that there has beena

great increase in production since his work was pubhshed
The produce of the s011, 1n 1823 was Valued at
200,000,000

* T am apprehenslve tha,t a vely delus1ve 1dea has gone

SinCe '

11

'reductlon, even allowmg-»z't to_ ope—wqte to. tke
full ewtent, on the produce of - the’ soil? Why

)

sbroad, relative to supposed high rents, which landlords’
are said to be in the habit of exactiﬁg" froin their tenantry.
That: there are instancés of this; T do not mean to deny 3
but it is ungenerous to condemn all on account of the
cupldlty of a few: and T must here observe, that, on thls
';sub']ect, I have: heard ‘more declamation than argument
founded on fact; —one instance of which, ‘out of a number
A celebrated

orator, at a meeting of the Livery of London, assembled

that I could mentlon, I shall -here state..’

Jin Common Hall to petition Parhament for a rev1smn of
the Corn Laws, asserted that, in the parlsh of Elford in
Wlltshlre, a farm, whlch forty years ago, let for 600/
per annum, was now let at a 1ent of 18002.! This ex-

traordmary statement havmg been 1ece1ved W1th mal'ked :

' feelmgs of sulpnse, I took the trouble of makmg mmute

enquiry 1nto the matter, ‘and T ha,ve been able to satrsf'y
myself on the authouty of the hlghly respectable mem-
‘ber for the county of Wllts, (Mr Benett,) to whom the
/fa,rm alluded to belongs, that the actual rise in, the rent

‘smce 1777, does not exceed 320l pel annum !
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vdlsputed . fact that, 1n the prmmpal Corn
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{ his? tha We would,be ehabled
ikl 2R '-'f;” RHEEETE S B LI E RS T
to purchase a quartern Joaf lb p 1. cent, or,

Cgaend onl owepds Siniees VRULE]
«-aceord;ng o the present value, ‘about

ree’

8 e £éhine
art mgs a loaf our meat ‘three fartizmgs a

Giid i«

pound "and ‘our butter, &c. three half pence

FiGdeiig &; """

Sl rl Byt e ’ iy i
Wlth regard to the last cause, 1t is an lh-

''''''

Fixe ) a0 E!:
Jountries of Europe,-—-I mean Poland

ST W‘\N r"ﬁrﬁ- s ,n

Prussia, &c rvhere the land in cultlyat1on '

lr"ﬁ 33 i “1)”5

is made productrve at’ Very httle expense,

IR

the peasantry subs1st ‘wholly on rye and the
" coarsest of "medt: T “The former, in’ the in-

terior of Poland in ordlnary seasons, is to

«% Geldom does a month pass, but we experience, in our

~ Corn'and Meat markets, fluctuations, in prices, Capable of'

producing this effect either way.

4 In the Ukraine of Russia, the current price of meat

is'five ‘copecks a pound ‘equal to about one halfpenny'

English money. . A~ gentleman, . who possesses. a large

estate, ‘situate about 40 Enghsh miles from- the free 01ty

13

be bought at about 10s a quarter, and the
latter at less than lld per lb whereas the

.,5.,, o P OF

peasantry of thls country enJoy the best

products of the s011 HOW far 1t would tend'

AL SRV Y

to the prosperlty of the country, that they

AT

should alter the1r system, is a quest1on.
which I shall not enter 1nto, except by‘ ,ha-d

LA i

zarding an op1n1on, that 1t Would in ‘my'

Vs d

Judgment be a Woeful day f'or England'i

LS:

vg{erielher robust and healthy peasantry re-,

duced to the abJect s1tuat10n of the Pollsh
Slave, or the Gelman boor. : |

aitiotan
eI fares the land to hast’mng 1lls aprey,

« Where wealth accumulates, and men decay

o

of ,.,Franlcfort,jo. M. writes, under date of jthe‘ 25th July

last, that the current price of butter, in his neighbouy- .

hood, is 3d. per English pound,,beef, 24d. pound, wheat;
18s. barley 10s. and oats 8s. per quarter. He cornplains,,

very muych, of these prices being quite inconsistent with. .

the cost of hls estate in 1818

Subsequent accounts, from the same quarter, howeve1 ry

intimate, that a very « con31de1able rise had taken place; .




‘
S )

D e
S s

sl

i

ot
DTSR

D e

sz,

chifds

- e

14

PR ances and Lmds may’ ﬂounsh, or maygfade, .

A breath can make them, as a breath has made 3

1 "35 r_u' EN

e But a bold peasantry, thelr country s prlde,

e

When once destroyed can never be supphed
¢ 5 r‘ Kl .' N l;' Z’i H z

| w at under the c1rcumstances I have stated ‘
is a remuneratmg prlce for Brltlsh Corn‘?"_

I confess;,that I have some dlfﬁculty in an."
swerlng 1t but I Well remember the declara-:‘
t10n of a great practlcal authorlty, M.
Gooch 1n the House of Commons, When" |

Wheat Was between 58s. and 60s. a quarter, :

that he Was perfectly content Wlth that

'.prlce, and he never W1shed to see it hlgher
'Now, My Lord ‘the avelage pr1ce of Wheat

for the last year has been about 57s. a quar

ter -[- Let us then suppose thls prlce to be‘

partwularly in corn, in - consequence of the late orde1 in

council:

LR The old standard measure.

-+ Of this 57s. the farmer- does not receive more than

54s. the remaining 3s. per qu.artel being pald for expense_

of brmgmg to market, factorage, &e.

g "‘The questmn now to be cons1dered is

i e S

s
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somewhere: about a’ remunerati«n’grone‘ let:
us also fix thls as a basis on Wh1ch to’ deter-—:
mine what may be con51dered a protectmb .
duty ; and this, T concelve, 1t is only fair to

do 1n reference to the average remunerat ir g

pnce abroad Whlch I am enabled to state'—
w1th some degree of accuracy, havmg ob-
talned What | cons1der practlcal mfmmatmn,_
deuved from those 1n the Corn Countnes,
well quahﬁed to g1ve an op1n10n. The sub-
stance of that 1nformat10n 1s, that 1f A the
fore1gner recelve, on an avemge, 34s * ‘8, quar--
ter for his wheat, 1n ordlnary seasons, (IA
speak of corn at the’ leadmg ports of shrp-
ment in the Baltic down to the Elbe, the

Russ1an ports excepted,Jr) that prlce Would'

* By the new standard. : : -
1 The following are the prices of Wheat per quar-
ter, suitable to the English market, delivered on board

ship in the undermentioned places, by the latest accounts,.
'le -
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the exchanges»
e Bt g el home—grOWer, then, I concelve that it Would

iy i . - ) : ;i

Da.ntm . ,' 30 4 to Ms;ﬁ AR L A o Odessa Wheat is: pnnclpa.l}y consumed in the Medl-

i

Komngsberg o ‘24«3 to 235;1 i Pravier te1ranean Ports ——I cannot help here adve1 tmg toa. state—

Mecklenbulvgh R 4 5 r.fl‘! f .:i,'»"‘~ ';.ii,\v:u!.?' PTG
s. to 29s. mean price 27s. 7d. a qtr. fig b b :
Ports S "27 lr P 7 q | leery of London Hls Wor swere these

S

.
T

“'1' he
B Holstem smeseee 235 fo. 263*- RS P R s e my hand a letter from a smule port m EuroPe, stétmg'a
Hamburg , 26s. to 20s. S RRERRL

£

NS

s e

Prlces f Wheat when at the lowest durmg last,
. ¢t Lt 1Y YLy ); 25 i\‘

YL

Wmter,

Dantzic 205t026s’
Konigsberg 305 fo 844,
Mecklenburg 7s to 205."
Damsh....‘.' ...... iﬁs to 18s.

Hamburg...;.v....lgs to 21s.} : SRR SR .
5! _ T A TSl s R e count of the quality not being hked hele, added to the‘_‘ 4

Russxan Wheatis but little liked:in jour.-markets, the b risk of - heatmg from thelength «of’ the voyaoe, and rthe

ST

plesent about 600, 000 qua.l ters of Wheat Bﬁt if we aitr' '
to Judge from past expeuence, very httle of this descrlp-’

g By PERS. S

tion of grain would be brought to thls market, 611 ac-

e e e e
i .

e
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liigh-rate of charges :lf»s:»-'-:\g:-»-,« B IR et TE 2 o

£

15 quality being inferior, especlally that of::St. Petelsburgh
!l | OS]

b : and -Archangel. ~Thé prlces are, for . * The plesent prlce ‘of fine:Whiat, at Dantzw, s

)‘ " Sti Petersburg...............255. per quartel.-"‘”‘“'” s ) about 870 guilders the last, equal to 34s. sterling a

Archangel’ ....iiiieieeeni 198 ditto -7 1 neabisip quarter, at the present rate. of exchange of 21 gulldels_.
: Ri‘ga.».........'..‘..-..‘.'....‘.V..;..241s: ditto -+ o b : During the war, the ‘exchange was often as low as 15
'OdeSSa' 14 ditto Ty i i j guilders, the £ stelhng 5 SO that Wheat, bought at, 370

e B guilders, would have cost then about 44s. a quarter.
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158, a ~'«Glual‘tel’vawhe‘3{1\ onr; Ol‘tS; I{}ggh& b)%

thrown open:to.a free.t trade in Corn,, Wn;hqmi
eompromlsmgif;en;}ler the mterest of tha

Average rate of. charges; 1
, W1th a free trade, 1nclud1ng } a
frelght msur e,lrneasur—
ing, factorage,,&c. prov1ded
the Corn be sold. dghvera-

ble from the ShlP )

s RO - i IR R
AN REE 2 PR T _,5,;,{ vhd 23
Total....., :
S E 5 e s ¥
JEAPIS S S BGOSR 3
‘.
¥ r
e

- % If the Cornbe ‘landed and- warehoused uthele <w1ll
be an: addltmnal charge.of 1s. 6d. to 2s. a quarter,: - -

3 E

19
’“?f‘hi}s'"a {oiint of ‘duty Wolld prevert anyl

é}&lsiderﬁble ssupply” of Wheat “béing il

;&8?6&&‘” whilst ‘the averge remained about
574, *but as Tam -averse’ Yo high ‘duties and:
zéyﬁ prlces,‘ at the same tifhe, T would Hecoms
mend that the’ duty of 155t should dinfinihy
Is. for every: shllhng that the average price
ad.vancedt and the ‘duty to rise’ 1n "¢hé datne
proportlon as’ the prlce declined; accordmg
to which, Wheat* would' To’eE Eﬁ‘blrely fred' of
duty at 72s. Te HeCoN I‘ﬂish “this’ p‘di'p‘é)se,
it would be necessary to “Sn(ﬁih‘ﬁebthe pre§ent
system of averages, and pubheatlon of’ them‘
in the Gazette, asa gulde for the customs

regulate the rate of duty.
I am not, My Lord, 1nsen81ble to the
frauds that have been commltted in order‘ 3

*Tam of oplmon, that, with an average price fluctuat-
mg, durmg the year, between 57 s.and 62s. and a scale-of
duty reglilated as I: have suggested, our imports ‘would
not be less’ than 450,000, nor e)iceedA’55O,'C00‘~qnarters. el
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uindwemdﬂ%pmssr{ﬂe amageetmsumm‘
mmajrmmsg bmvm@smfmﬁs*» werdshadi
resusedos forithé frrpore-of” epemngmii of

- kee{mgwﬂe @e&hsvsﬁm ailroreasy aecordingi
todte systin) whlﬁ}ﬁ]lﬁiavwﬁmntéd ouitythe) -

dgﬁamulm&eﬁspeﬁnmemly» openi: thﬁhzthéi

. n&nmmnmofﬂuh& bfil¥sra qubxter¥ If, My

Edﬂﬂ;kwn’rggﬁ‘m&bmmedrhymmln sﬁxmlgﬁ'?@j
ﬁa\lﬁeinmmg@ﬁgapmeﬁteiheihbme gl‘ewer,sl
1o ’g.(ﬂiﬁé.‘ ;

fg? iceles of\ %ﬁﬁ%%aﬂaﬁs%eéf)ﬂ?m i S&Pp%sfzf%r
exampl

P Sl de yiommmicy v v situnod il
When the a.vera{ge of Wheat is under 62s — 15s. duty.
When above 9. Oa%di{fia yellg ’jé“ﬁ wosth b —10s. ditto

When above 70s. and-dndér 754 — 5s. ditto

When above75sf €iks g-»;#zng woY ~ Free.

Wer@ isqch} a; systegn‘ adqued,g whpnever the avexage

prlce reached Jnear. the pomt at which the duty would

VLA L gl h,
rise or (iéclme géi - the dlsgraceful practlce of tampering

with the averages would be had recourse to; . whereas, in
the mode T have suggested the temptauon 1é 50 (:uﬂmg

;:.'v‘/‘ AT

as ‘to 1emove all susplclon of flaud

21

amanxious todispela deélusive; feeling; whichs
Has;takenveroet,,azlﬁong aivery numerous-pantyi
ity this,countryi—namely; thatif a.free trade
in Gorn; were establishedywith-a dutyon jms

portation) bread; would: fall-in price;: Now,

ifithat duty isto:besa proteoging‘s ongyit-ought;

ndtl t0 bebelow «whatil Jhave’mentioneds -

théfeforei noiimmediate.advantage: would:bé

derived from: the:changedingthe present state.
of our Corn markets, beyond. facilitating our

commercial: ﬂmtsercourse \Wlth the: Gontinent

#hieh: o doubt, would' lﬂtlm’ately lead to |

the beneﬁt of the commumty at large

vt i ; croath VY
e I have the honm; to be, e e
TR TR R MY ,LOBD’ Lo -

Your Lordship’s -« -

“ver y obedlent and Very humble: Servant;
.. HENRY BLAIN.

oodondon,
3rd Nov. 1826.
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