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( \;L;:L:{{\» AVlng a paﬂionate Love

3l for my Country, a Zeal
( / for Honefty, Vertuae; and
5 ‘\A,‘v,\"' | Rel;gion and a Detefta-~
. tion for Knaves of all
Kmds I cou’d not help communica-
ting thie following T'houghts; but yet
having as mean an Opimw of my
own Performance as any body, and
never-before venturing to zppear af:
ter thxs Manner in the Woz%c) B iivt:
gave a fight of the Manufcriptto fe<
veral Friends, who perfwcz.m me.

to print it, as a T reatife which might
be of Service to the Publick ; ; yet not

depending on their ]ud"flf“ll‘i alone,
L apply’d my felf to a famous &.\um;
thm a Member of Parliament, that
A a L of




‘The PREFACE.
of late Years has ‘made " himfelf
very Remarkable by his Writings,

who after a mature Confideration,

the Book (at his earneft Requeft)

being left fome Wecks. with h1m,
feem’d very much to approve of the

Work, not only in bare Words, but.

in.a more extraordmary Way, by
taking great Pains in making an Ab-

fira&t of 1t, which he thew’d me; but -
what Ufe he will make of that Ab-

firact, or Copy of the Book, which
1 beheve he has, except fome few

 Additions fince, whether in the Par-

liament Houfe, or out of it, 1 can-
not tell ; however this fm {fome

,Reafons neceﬁitated as well as en«_

courag ’d me to let it fee the light.

Thefe were the Motives for pub- |
l1ﬂ1mg this little Book, very little |

in refpect of the cop1ous and
weighty Subjetts it ventures to treat

off. ~ But now for the Objettions
Wthh I have often heard agamﬂ: all-

‘zrﬂ',' |

Undeltdkmgs of thls kmd

Tbe PREFJCE

 Firft, That there is fuch -an uni-
Verfal Degeneracy, or Corruption of
our Manners, and Morals, that the

-Age has no ta"te of, or w1]l 1611(11 any,

Thing of this Natare. . -
Secondly, That the Perfons I de-

claim againft, fuch as knavith Law-
- yers, Stock-Jobbers Ye. are {o for-
- midable for Number, Rlches and
"\ Power, that ’tis;great Vamty to- thmk

fuch a feeble Effort as a little Pam-
phlet, writ by a poor obfcure Au-

ther, canany ways fhake the ﬁlong

Foundations they are fixt on. -
T/ozrdl That ’tis alfo as great a

Folly, . for any one who has a mind
to ‘be an Author, to choofe fuch a
‘Subjet as will make the moft nume-
-rous and powerful Part of Mankind
~his .Enemies ; and the other part
;(Who feems to Iament the Evil of the
times) but lukewarm Friends, who
~think at beft fuch Subjes are dry,

-dull, and already worn threadbare.

-'LéBut as all Authors have fome Ends
i A 3 in
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The PREFACE.

“jn writing, and moft People will al-
ow no other Ends but either getting
Money by the Sale of their Works,
or Preferment, and fometimes both; -
 {o the Aim of thefe Writers muft not
_ be fo much what is beneficial to their
Country, as what will anfwer the
Ends beforementioned 5 therefore |
thofe in Power muft be compliment-
ed, their Vices footh’d,and all Things |

~ faid to go very well,

" Notwithftanding thefe Difadvan- |
‘tages, 1 had a fecret Impulfe, that |

*tywas my Duty (let others think and

* a& as they pleafe) to declare what I

“knew of our Diftempers; as much as

in me lay to be an Advocate for the

Miferable and Opprefs'd, and to the
utmoft of my {mall Skill, {fearch the

national Wonnds to the bottom, let -

“the Incifions be never fo deep 3. and

. whoever defpifes this Book, or treats

it with the utmoft Contempt, may
know, if they will, that God’s Arm
“is not fhorten’d, nor his Power:lef-

’ | B fen’d,

‘The PREFACE

fen’d, for if he pleafes, he can now,
as he hath formerly, by mean Inftru-
ments bring great Events to pafs, to
whofe good Providence we muftleave
the Succefs of all our Endeavours.

~ This Book being writ in lofe Pa-
~pers, fome of which were through
Carelefnefs omitted in the printing,

therefore the Reader is defired to

turn to the Appendix at the later end
 of the Book, when he comes toeach
~of the following Pages; Page 39,

read Numb. 1, in the Appendix.

Pagega N°. 2. Page 101 N¥.3. Page

113 N° 4. Page 124 N9, 5.

" The Reader is defir’d to excufe
the litteral Miftakes of the Printer.

THE



. | e Of Compames m Tr‘ade.

; ’ \ B —'%&:gf )F}:R 87,[‘3 tl)at T;"sde Oi’lgbt [0 ba 2" Caﬂ[”lan
‘i ‘ %’5@63&% e g e age I
%3%8 A %gg .Aéufes put upovx Trade Cr)mpames, &C', g ,3’
RN Eadniple, the African Trade ’ 1b 3

Fjifé;?;’i Y E{ s From the Corvuption of Cbmpame: in \Trade pra- '

' ceeds tbe Stack; jabl;ers R

OE Stock ;obbers°

gl L,oﬂzﬁgueme: of Stock- ]obbmo o ' 5
I’wxdr Compamss, dnd Stock- ]obbmg, the ruin of perfonal
Credzt

S;nerzdzng falfé Rumours one of f the dsis of Stotk: ]olzlrers

Stock-jobbing Trade thrives beft in Tiine of War, Rebelhon
o *" and Paublick Calamity 8
S ¥he Government, as well as Lub]eéZ fuﬁer: every ZVay by tbe
o : * Stock-jobbing Trade -

Lok

?

SR By fuffering Stock. Jobbmg, E;’c. many ozi)er Cheats in dmﬁ:—'

‘ yeut bba_ya.s anfe R sbxd
()E PFO}»&OiSa

szf of ?roya&s ' ' 10
P Lotteries, and Offices foy tbe Imp,ovsment of Small Sums for
o  the Benefit of the I’oor o , ibid
L Gzl I’;aje&or T RN It

¥ ' ‘: : ’ Lhe

The*(?.ontents.
The Method how Projectors manage their Matters ~ ibid

Our Duty 10’ binder People, if we ¢am, from being clveatcd

i But | the chief Bufinefs is by Law o put a ﬁdp to tbofe Vzlla-

‘nies ‘which are [o pernicions to’ the Publick ™ 1a-4
Metbods bumbly propos’d to vemedy thofe Boils - - -0
Knaw/b l’ro]ec‘fs 0 Im dzﬂmgm/l)’d By fame Crimmal Sta ?

: lbld
Grand ]unes t0 prefent tbem R S A "b:d
"No- Tranisfer to'ke allow’d e Bt e e

TLacedemonians Method to pm:ént Knamjb Pr‘o]eé't’: Toey
.'l’be Government nobly to vreward any Difeovery brivicin A
I’ublzck, and zbe Pul:lzck 20 bave the. Bméﬁt gf zt i mb d

The General Beneﬁt of Trade

‘ Ob]’ewatzdmontbeﬁutch S i :8

“Retndr ks upon the' French‘Pr‘ot’eﬁants S gy
Where Employment is, ﬂ)ztber wzll I’eople wfort, &c. 22

A Defcription bf England *. i e 23
Its Climate and Inbaézmﬂt: " . o -ibid
- Its Produce in feveral Kinds .. ibid-
. “Its'Vavigty of [afe Havbouys -+ . - ‘Zq

Its Seas abound with F; fb

* “England uioft ‘commonly afWeatber Sbora PREEELIRL iB‘id :

Schools, Univerfities, &c. bavc Regulatars

But Trade 4 ynregarded - 1b1d

“Tis in vain to think of gettmg Hew Advantages, till we bave
~the Art and Honefty to keep thofe We bave already got. 29

i our Fifh and Wool rightly manag’d are fujﬁmﬁt ta‘ ﬁmkc Us

L 'the'giedtefF People inthe World - 3o

il Lojl our szbezy by our Neglzgcnce 3 O 1
| OF our Wool fEE

i .Rimmng‘éur‘ﬁ’ool o' Ffance SRR SRR ?‘31;

*The French our Enemies for many Ages. .3z

:*H/anof @ Pcrjon emplo]’d to’ mmrépt ‘tlvc“O‘wiéis -'3 3

NS

Hard-

Carrying on their Defigns by Lying,: Cheitts, -and‘Deceits 12



“The C.o'nten'ts;

Hard{hxps of our Seamen. |

'.Hardjbzps of our Sailors .
Many who have crept.into the Navy ﬁam fmall hgmmng: bave

ot vaft Eftates - T 3y
,Br‘gkers or Ticket Buyers . 38 ;
- Prize Money ' Append:x Ne, 1

_ Regifter Money 39
An extyaordinary Inflance of the i Ufage of the SazIor: 1b1d
JInftances bow the great Oﬂicm of the Navy get Eftates - 43 | 1:,;
. Kuavifp Contralts . - 44
- Clerk of the Petitions 4
ALift of Books and Pamplzlets alwut the Abufes and C’armp- P

gions in the Navy and Villualling

47
More Seamen loft for want .of duc*Cave 1aken of them, tbag v

were kill’d in Fight

40 |
‘The Author writes impartially to the beﬂ of bis Knowledge 49 |
To make Seamcm Tzcket: ami Navy lels as Excl:egum lels s

Decay of a Pubhck Spmt.u

Want of a Publick Spivit the true Caufe of all our szfortums
v SE .
- Amﬂ: tlm leaft mmumg’d in, Englmd of auy .Natzan szl

Sellmg of Places.
. SeIImgOf Places. - . syl
The Sale of Offices the grearejl Wmﬂg that can bc qﬂ’er’d toa
Nation . bid |

 The Athenians and Lacedemionians contmued Happy wbzlﬁgé

they forbid it

But its Pormifion caufed ﬂ:ezk Ridizi and Deftru&tion 1bxd
The fame Fate befel the Romans upon the [ame decount S5 |
. -And gave Opporiunity to Pompey and Cealar zo. amﬁava z‘bsrg i

_ 56
For the People briked by the. Patncn zo ptm‘ with tbszr I’ropcrﬂ 5

ties, weve by them enflav’d

7‘
Bnbny, and Sale of Plam was pumﬂv’d by the Perfians 1b1d

B A

Com~ 1

The Contents. »

Complamts of Frauds generally {hﬂed

Complaints generally fifled

s8
The Gazette bas continually Jdvcrtzfements of Fraud: and A-
bufes
We hear of but very few wba lmvs &erm pumjl' d far tbcfc
Crimes -
But many Perfons vuin’d who have lvraugbt z‘be[e C'omplaznt:
6o

An Ob]ec‘han againf? encouraging Informatzom of this kind 6%

Anfwer'd .- ibid
The Czar of Mufcovy s Metbod in t/m Cafe. . . 1bxd
Ufeful lecoveues negle&ed
pfeful Pro;e&s or Dxfcovenes often mgleékd Ly 6:,

Our prefent ‘Corruptlons d'anger’qus. .

- Our prefmt Corvuptions very dangeraw 6

Corruptlons in Ele&nons. .

V('ormptzom in Eleions of I’arlzamem‘ Mm L 65
i A\Remedzed by Ballotmg IR AR 66

Corruptxons in the Law. :

No greazer Tyranny in any Place than in England 67
- Without. Money “tis almojt impoffible for any one-to recover bis
- Right, or defend him[elf from Qppreflon .~ . = 68
Great part of the Law 1u the Latin Tongue 69

Particilar Hands and Names, with nany. difficult Abbreviatia
ons peculzar to the Law, - which f}ill venders it move uum-
telligible to the common People

E No difference in the Charge of the Law lﬁmm fuwg for tbc
7

fmallq{z‘ Sum and the. grean/i

Qur
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The:Conterits.

Our Fuftice divided between Law and Equity 72.
Above Two Millions a Year, expended in the Law -

‘Gountenances Oppreffion. Cooibd
“dvice to°8}l Perfons to puzitheir Dzﬁ'erences 2o Aybztratwn 76
A Man that bas but little Money can mever carry. /m C(m[e 77

Pcorbitant Fees'to:Conneil ~ .. ibid

A Gomputation of the Number of Lawyers in England 78

—As*faw’baws, -and ‘Liawyeérs as poffible .

o gris omd> endlefs ‘Difputes w0 , o ibid
“Makes Work for the Lawyers ) o ibid
"Some Suits of Law fhall laft a Man’s Life - .~ . = 80
The Laws in France reduc’d to two fmall Volumns ibid

The vaft Difference between. former, Times and thefe, in tlw
Charge of Sélling and Conveying Eftates

‘the Law - I
l’laces inthe Law fold for great Sums of Maney : 82
Our Rewards and: Punifbments unequally diftributed . lbld
Wilful’ Peviury, “and “Bréach- of Truft no: fuﬁczenﬂj‘pumj})’g

-The Law meceffitates Tiuft: R I T 83 1
. But when betvay'd it ruins Famzlzes " ibid

God’s Laws aresbejufteft, wifeft, and beﬂ 5 fuit all Countvies | .
and Ages’ 84 |

Theft never punif’d by the Law of God with Death ibid | |

“BMore proper Remedies might be. found: for thar Offence . . ibid ||
-+ The want of due punifbing Frauds and Cheats in felling: Eﬁam,

A Reformation in the Law as abfolusely mce[my asa Refm- L
. 8 P

S | Look the Appendix, Ne. 3.

8% Goalers give great Sums of Money for their I’Itlce: | lbld

Y mation was. formerlyin: the Church -~ R
wifore Liawyers in: England than-in-all Europe &q/' de S
jis Law I;ggm; far Rngt but cany?d on for Revenga R R

\87

Cafelof the poor Debtor

Ctzfc of the. pooriDebtois’ RS
“The Pretence for conﬁmzzg the Bodie: of Mm 0 pfeﬁ.rva Cr edzt,
anfwcr’d 8y

4

188

The Contents.

- 4 Goal pays o Debts - .00
"\ But difables Men from ever pa;mg their Dcln‘s ibid"

| 74
The'Law givés ‘great’ Emom’agement to-witked ‘and vevéngeful The dpprebenfion of a Pr,[ on makes many. y ﬂ:e Country with.

b : I
4 P
Men to execute their Roft onIments. - 75 The Power the Law gives of tbrowmg one anoﬂm inPrifon at

Difcretion, bardens Creditor and Debtar to their mutual De-

other Peoples Effeéts::..

- fradtion ~ U ibid
Obfervarions on the Commifliosi of Bankmpt SRR 9?_
Look Appendix, N©. 2.

. The Laws of God and Reafon. requzre not .l'mpoﬁw ézlztzes : lbxd

g 9 g 1)
The Multitude of ous Laws makes tbem lzable to Contmsl;c‘i‘z«- s v be fear’d that our Laws, in Relation to Debtors, are

againft the Laws of God, Reajozz and the Senfe.of all the
Vo of thid World. ' Cibid

The Law of God made a geﬂeral Relea/e at tbc end af every

' feven Years

‘ Szxty Thoufand ‘mzferal'le Delxtor: penjbmg in z‘bs Gaal.s of
;' England and Wales, &%. _.ibid
l/mver[al Complazms of tbe tcdzoufmf: ami cba;geaz,[g,wf, af Inﬁame of a poor Man and bzs Famzly mm °d for a Debt of,

Many Courss - for the. fame Matter Serve anly lo puzzlc the

Six Pence - - . ibid.

- Caufe, and confouml the umwary Suitor : 95
T/Je Subject imprifon’d upon the leaft Suggg‘/z‘zan, m:bow‘ aRY
©icertainty of being a Debtor, ov mo. S,y Jibid

. Of the Masfpal’s-Court. . . . . ibid

{4 Gourt ufed for Vexation dnd .Revmge, and for 2he moft

1’“” favourmn the. Plazmz]f in_ the moft. fcandalow Coufes

96
» Boib the Ingmftwm in Spam a;zd Porlugdl and, all tba Gib-

beérs and Gallows in England, cannot vie sz‘b the Mmﬂml’
Caurt for Slaughter

90
ce going to ¢ don z‘/ il
bas difcouvag’'d wealthy Formgmr: 10 be naturalz”d, and | The DParliament was-on &0 ing pu wn.this zlanaw Court

purchafe amongus. " ’ 8
A Parallel berween our Relzgwh Wi B ibid |

P .Tbe Tyranny of Goaler: Ty ... . 1300
(zate—Hou(e ‘Wefiminfler , S .ibid
Irifon of Newgate = ‘ e PR (2

i\ Every ome in England liable to the M:sfmtum of Izezng undea

" the Tyvanny of a Goaler = . 102,

; Thofe Oppreffians often complain'd 0f ) but have mot as yet been

punif’d or vemedied T ibid
The Prifons in France and Holland az the C’lrarge of the Go-
wvermnent; the Goaler paid his Salary by the State,, and:has
70 I’ower over the Perfon of the Prifoner ibid

The

SN



The Conterits.
qhé Creditor in all other Countries maintains the Debtor as .
long as he keeps bim in Prifon - 103
The Fleet and Xing’s-Bench =~ - : “ibid |
The Rich and Happy boaft much of Liberty and Property  tos -
Miftake about Liberty and Propeity - 106 |

[pedts the worft Slaves in the World ibid

I Criminal Cafes no one can be deprived of his Liberty with: |
out Oath firft made, but in cafe of Debt a Man fhall beim- -
ptifon’d and ruin’d before *tis known whither he i a Debiov +

: ’ 107

Fob AFions the Ruin of many Hundreds ibid |/

oY Nno )

The Man that has Money may ar any time deftroy Einz that has
none. . ) : o 109 .
In former tinies the Debtor was firft fummon’d, and the Credi~

tor oblig’d 10 prove his Debty before he had amy Power over
- the Debtors Perfon or Gaods ' 110 |
- - ) L. EXX
Our Churches mo, Protection for poor Debtors, tho’ the Roman |

Of the Mint

Catholick Churthes ave for Traytors and Murderers = 113

Look Appendix, XN°. 4. -
Murder a srying Sin L o
Members of Payliament for Scotland for bringing our Laws, a-

bout Debtors, ugaj} the fame foot with theirs S ¢ V2N
An Objeltion anfwer’ . , ibid -
We have departed from ancient Laws 115

Formerly the Plaintiff was oblig’d to give Seciirity, if be fued |
any one; to pay all Cofts and Damages if he did not prove bis |

Debt - 124

Look Appentdix, NO. §.

Many Hundreds faiving in Goals who véntiin’d ibeir Lives; -

and exhoufled their Foﬁrtumb: in the ;:xte Wars, towhom the ' ;. . ,
" Government owes confiderable Sums of Money ~ ibid | . . . :
~ The poor Prifomers for Debt, the only Perfons render’d sncapa- | Obfervations on Greenwich H"/z’?’ﬂl ’ 140
" ble of reaping any Benefit by the Happy Acceffion of King : - '

. GEORGE 2o the Throne 125 1
Tally Men - c T . o 1260
Debtors.in Newgate. 127

No_one benefited by this Severity of the Law, but Pettifog-

gers, Goalers, Keepers of Spunging: Houfes, Bailiffs and | |

-sheir Dogs - - 129

o

Coms

- Inftance of a corrupt Fuflice of Peace . gp
. Good Fuftices of tle Peace wou'd go a great way i Refarma:z‘;a; '
of Manners ‘ N33
~ Ecclefiaftical Court. |
Ecglejiaﬂfcal" Court o ' : i3
. An Inﬁam of a Trigl abous a Marriag B :33

Sl Vefbries SPUTRIREE © ' B
. Generally they ave compos’d-of the Dregs of the Parifi, as Ale~ -

ibid - They thoofe themfelves L

k1
H
i
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The Contents.

- Commiflfion ofv the Peace; -

The Generality of the poor People in England are in fonie Re- - Commifhon ef she Peace - ibid

- Sele&k Veftries.

Houfe-keepers, &c. 119

them, can compely ar excufe a Pavifbioner, to ferve in the

. meaneft and moft troublefome Office in'the Parifp"  ibid

" Have a mighty Influence in Eleftions of Paﬁa’ameml‘ 'l;dc;x
Mayors, Common-Council-Men, &c. ' ibid

. They Audit their own Aecounts ibid

. Obfervations on Greexwich Hofpital.

. Ofa Publick Spirit.

Cyeditors in England have as mitch DPower over their Infolvent Tis mot thought, or gmj’”"d’ to Remedy, all the Buyils com-

Debtors as the moft abfolute Tyrant - 128

plain'd of in this Book, at once
The Infincerity of the Agz’, - :4§
! Cuftom of the Courtiers in China I?}Q
| Many ruin’d by the Infincerity of Courtlers ibid
Infincerity the Mark of a mean Spirit ; E5E
: Re.

Choofe their own Leftuvers, and as Bribery tmd .Fa.vm“w f;lz’z;% o



- Abufe of the Clerg

‘The Contents, -~ f DIEEIEELEELDI IR IE AL ol

Religion the effential Qualification of a Publick Spirit Ia,‘ig&g o ?,38 . %5@21 %@? ﬁ%%%&ﬁ ;
povid its of ehe. Porfon, and  SIQULERQELINIEIR GRAgC QAR
I Chim thyfx Nably to e Morite of the B ol ReEn AR R Rt e o

s Lo a83 .
ferment bur Merit R 7+

Objrvations on publick Woiters that baye recommended Religt:. THO UGH T S

117'50
“.on and Vertue CEe
ifba ular Great Man . . L
B 0 many Eamples. of Jourifing Kingdoms and
Commonwealths-brought to Defbruction by their C ;93 g
2 .o ’ iny 0. > ot t' | :
We.ought not to iempt God's Patience }y frlslqyg?zg, to fet qiﬁ?&’

O N
‘a Reformaviom . Tt i wlE . » : A i ‘ ‘
God ba{ made nothing to vemain Peymanent but what is ]9/4f I R , | l | ’ E ) -
and honeft »

¢
Government, like a delicate Gavden, if mot daily meded,-i’gig AND A
be overrvum - Publick Employ, - ibid.
e hen admitted into any Publick Lmploy, -~ 101
%’Bﬁfﬁn%% ‘i, Tntereft. betwint.Frince, and. Peaple mt’;ﬂ;‘f
ﬁf%ﬂ:ﬁ? truly a Dublick Spirited Man, mighout.be 6.d. ||
Religiow.one - Chyiftians . 196
angient. Heathens. a.great fhame.to Us.Chyifiians, . . 190
T Toks mch more Reigiots Obfraers o Julise than 2l
C Chriftians . Ve e

Zmad . M1IG HTY God, in his 4, s
q great Wifdom, gave diffe- rbarTrade

rent Products, or Bleffings qught to B¢

§ to moft Nations; and this,,, "

| cou’d not be otherwife,

according to the Eternal

. Laws of Nature which He

_ has eftablifh’# Fbréas Nations afé fituated

in different Climates, of Heat and Cold,

- &e. their Produ&ions muft confequently

| /be alfo different as to Kixd and Value ;

.~ 1and this God ordain’d to promote Indu-

- iy, -Commerce, and mutual Correfpan-
cowe e seidence ‘between -the  Tnhabitants of ong
N | AR | B Gouns




2 Of Companies in Trade. - - 1. Of Companies in Trade, =~
‘Country and another, and {o to cultivate -~ Community > No, certainly all Mer i
- Friendbip, Religion, Learning, Arts, ho. ,ghpfe Refpelts are put upon dn equal Le-
neft Trade, and Gain amongft Mankind, - Vel by God, who like a bountiful and ims
which is all that is truly valuable in this ' partial BenefaCtor hath given foirie Blef=
Life; and by this Men are diftinguifh’d | f#gs  in Commor, and without difpute
from other Creatures, in contributing to = Trade is One, which like his other Gifts ig
each others Welfare ; but that Man who ~ fewarded more, or lefs, according to the
~ thinks he is born for himfelf only, or = good, or evil Ufe rade of it but for partis
Company of Men that goes about to ob- cular Mefi to mornopolize Tiade, is againft
- ftrudt, “or hinder this general Good, is an . | the Laws of God, Nature; and the true
Enemy, or'Enemies to the reft of the Soci- E ,?01156’)?_05 ?!1 Na‘f\_,tzm,r. e i i e
ety, which is infinitely the greateft Num. |, = This being premis’d, naturally leads s s pif
ber, and whofe Profperity ought chiefly to f to confider the Abufes put upon Trade inuponfrade -

by Compa-

be confider’d ; for as Nation fhou’d Trade |

with Nation, fo all the Szbjects of any:par- ' ‘Depaty-Governors; Direftors; &c. exclu-

ticular Nation, by their Birthrights, have

equally a Title to Trade where: they can|

. Wwith the beft Advantage: This is undoubt- |
edly the Grand Magna Charta that God| '
has granted to the Children of Men, the| |
- Charter of the whole World, where the.Peo- |

- ple are all Incorporated. ‘Then what fhall |

- we fay to that Man, or Campany
. who-exclude the reft of Mankind from ||
this.corimon Benefit, and Monopolize any |

- Brapch of Trade to themfelves; they may |
as juftly pretend to engrofs Suz-fhine, or

England, by Sets of Men call'd Goveriiors,

five of the reft of their Fellow Subjets.
If. falus Populi eft [uprema Lex, be agreed
to by every one, why do we fuffer fuch no-
torious Encroachments upon this Divize
Law; by certain Numbers of Men who
love no body but themfelves, and like

Lonjlirers, draw Circles about them, and
give to the ‘Devil all that are without, But -
- .tO come tg Particul :

ars, we will take notice

of fome Branclies of T'rade almoft loft, and

othiers utterly fuin’d by being put upon this
falfe Bottom', - by felf-defigning Perfons:

nies, &y

For- Example, the African Trade, which gy "

was firft difcover’d by Sir Nickolas Crifpé jebe Afrd
4 Trade that brought us Gold, Tvory,gnteded

Rain; Were the commosn Bleffings, and
Benefits of Life, made by the great Ciea-
_.¢or for the Ufe of particular Soczeties, who

are not One in a Million to the reft

of the

Com: ||

Slaves, &c. for fuch Trifles as Beads, Ba-

H o " gles
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OF Companies in Trade.

- gles,and foolifh knick knacks; but prefent.

ly this rich Trade was vefted in a Compa.
- ny, and fuch a vaft Reputation it had, tha; .
from a Hundred Pound a Share, it rife to
Four Hundred and Eighty, and this was
the time for the Managers to get Eftates
by felling Shares; but after they had made -
their Market this way, they took fo little
care of the Trade which might have beep -
fo beneficial to the Publick, that by thef;
Avarice, Negligence, ill ‘Management,
. and leaving ‘it Unguarded, the -‘Fre7zcb,’f7'
- Dutch, &c. have gotinto it, {o that at lafp

- the Hundred Pound Shares fell from Four
Hundred and Eighty, to Forty Shillings, to - P
the Deftruttion of the Trade, and ‘manyirfy
Families, and now’tis in a manner for e.|
- ver loft to the Kingdom. So wasthe Fate

of the Hudfow’s Bay, Whale Fiftery, Spice .

Trade, €5c.

From this Corruption of Cotnpanfes in

.Trade,

*

_or any villanons Project to cheat the Pab.
lick fet up, but immediately *tis divided in-

sf there is any ’z:'ea'l"'-Valu:: 'gwhjch very few

breeds the Vermine cal’d Stock.
panies in JObbersy, who prey upon, deftroy, and difz
Trade pro- cguigage all Induftry and boneff Gain; for
no looner is any Trading Company erelred, " What chiefly fupports the Kingdom N
! are thofe honeft Trades, and fair way of
_ to Shares, and then traded for in Exchange - Merchandize that the Stock-jobbers had
- dlley, before ’tis known whether the Pro-

~ Je€t has any intrinfick Value in it, or no; |

i never the handlin ' ey,
| Weft India, Spanifh, Portugal and Baltick,

Of Stock-jobﬁe‘r}.‘ =

of them ever had) the Confequence ofZiConfe-
quences of

- Stock-jobbing it is, that inftead of carrying & oy
on the Defign by Art and Labour, which jobbing.

is wholly negletted, all-the wicked Artifice

“isus’d (of which thefe Gentlemen are great
Mafters) to put a counterfeit Value where

there is no real one, and fo in effe€t pick the

" Blind, Unwary, Ignorant Peoples Pockets.
’ 433

If a Defign wasn fo folid to promote
Induftry and Trade, Stock-jobbing will
effeCtually damn it in its Infancy. o

Again, if a Trade was never foprofperous,
and long ftanding, Stock-jobbing will at laft’

rove fatal to it ; for when thefe National
‘Pick-pockets have the handling it, there is
no farther need of venturing their Mozxey in
Ships and Cargoes to the fartheft Partof -
the World, but to Cruife'and Pyrate in Ex-
change Alley, where they meet with vaft

- Numbers of Prizes: *T'is abominable to {ee
- the Royal Exchange, the noblef} ‘Bur(e in Ex-
rope, whichought to be a Palace for Princes;

for fo may the Honourable Merchants be
call’d, turn’d into a ‘Dex of Thieves. -

of, viz. the Turkey,

but if any one wifhes the Deftrution of

 thefe Trades, and this Country into the

g B 3 ~';Bfll'°i ;

e —————
- e
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ompaniesgs 77 » _ idd bies, :
had SockJ00bing have ruin’d perfonal Credit. fo ne. «
g{%’bihgqufgegary for the Suppgrt'{%z ?I'racllf:,d z;;u{onl;:: .. ous, and poor Sort of People by thefe Muck-
} ny Families, let all the World judge; foras = /Worms, together with the infinite Number
the Body Politick may be Compa'r’d?-to the = Of Bankrupts, and broken Tradefmen ; the
Body Natural, fo the Coiz of a Kingdom . Goals in the Kingdom cramb’d full of mifer-
~may be compar’d to the Vital Blood in the = “0% Debtors, are too many mournful Evi-
Body of a Man, which if it lodges only in - | = ~

- one part, and does not duly circulate

OF Stock-jobbers.

- Bargain, let ’em contrive to ereft Yem jg.
to Companies ,” divide them into Sé?zrleri 0 » ' : it now th
‘and {o confequently Stock-jobb ’em, and 76/ Intereft for e R N
then they will do their Bufinefs effeGtually, = Cafe is 0 alterd, that s Ridiculous to
. Suppofe the Newcale, or Colliery  talk of borrowing Money on Perfonal Se-
Trade, which is a Nu'rféry for our eNde;  curity, if a fimall Sum wou'd fave a g
and the beft Seamen in the Wox'ld; had bcé{;f ~ and his Family from utter Deftrufrion,

eretted into a Company, and fo Stock-jobb’d,

what would have come of it ?

throughout the whole, caufes Plurifies,
endangers, or deftroys the Conﬁitu{t}:’gflt?»
for before thefe unchriftian Ways of Trick-
m)g and Cheating our Neighbours were
ws’d, and People were not tempted to ler -
thejr Mon::y run in thefe corrupt Channels,
there were fome Compaffion and Hu'rha'nitj; |
ta be found, or at leaft moft People, rather
ghan]et their Money li¢dead by them, wou’d
- Venture to lend it to fome honeft Tradef-
#a%, pr-any bopeful Fellow to improve for -

Apoplexies, Convulffons ; and, in

I

that

ey which was of that general Benefi, |

Of Stock-gobbers.

. that the Perfonto whom ’twas lent, was

often made by it, and the Lender had bo-

and the Lender run little or no Rifque.
Let all Mens Experience {peak as to the

~ How thefe Com anies, Fund » .,5: | Truth of thefe Hardfhips, and fatal Misfor-
ik anes and Stack.., tunes brought upon the Midling, Induftri-

dences. | :
- Tis incredible to conceive the Wealth

that fhou’d be employ’d in honcft Trade,
diverted into this Channel, and wholly
apply’d to this curfed way of Gaming,
and by what devilith Arts they fupport
it, to the abufing the Government as well
as the People; for like the late Freach
King, in lowring and raifing the Value of
his Coin, and {o plundering his Subjelts,
thefe worthy Gentlemen, the Stock-job-

bers, by forging falle News, raife and fall Spreading

falfe Ru-
mours one |
of the Arts

are pleas’d to afford the N ation very good of Stock-

the Stocks, all the Commodity they deal in,
for when their Hands are full, then they

B 4 News,

M ot
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Brack-

%(vibbing

i drade
i #hrives

S Betellon , and. pupjiok

" and pub

- Of Stock-jobbers. |
News, and {5 rajfe them as high as ever
they can, and then difpofe of them ; In a
afterwards there is 3 fudden

Day or two

Turn of Afiairs, and we have difingl Ti.

dings, for which they never want Vouchers,

and fo fall Stocks Five or Six 3 Cent. more,
orlefs, for them to buy in-again : D

- fomeof thefe Fellows have the Confidence

to deal for Thoufands of Pounds in thefe

20cks, tho’ they have nor g Groat of their

own, beyond the Impudence of a Levant.

ing, or {harping Gamefter, who fets a great

| Money on a Throw of the Dice

without a Penny in his Pocket, only ven-

turing a kicking againft a roupd Sum. ‘
‘But what is more aggravating, is, that

b Nation is in a Ferment, in times of War,

Calamity ) which
they make Market of, to vent their Lies

! tick Calz. 30d Cheats in, which arc of that malignant

mity. |

: ,Siééf;jfif{}; are Jow,
| HehCredit. gy and other publick Cyegis languifhes,

1

Nature,that a5 j¢ poifons the People, {o it has
a-very bad and dangerous Effe@ on the Go.
vernment, becaufe 25 moft weak People take
$t0cks to be the Weathey Glafs of the State
and as they Ebb or Flow, Rife or Fall, f

they judge of the Health or Sicknefs of the
Publick, by Confequence when the Stocks
or run down ; Navy, Victualling

and bearsa greit Difcount ; this has avery
Loeesl oL Q;" L v Pelt,

pernicious Influence, for they

Nay,

‘thefe wretched Men thrive beft when the | 5

Of Stock-jobbers. = 9
who have

hofe Bills, and want their Money before

:ﬁggr Bills come in courfe to be paid, or
doubt by the ill Situation of Affairs they

will never be paid, oblige, or frighten them

fo, as to fell at great Lofs ; and when they
agree upon any zew Contract, make this
Difcount as an Argument to enhance the |
Price of their Goods, and fo the Govern- ZZ;; gay;t
ment {uffers con_ﬁderably, beﬁg]ges the dif- P
couraging of the People, and fpoiling Trade Subjed,

by thefe Forgeries; and

' =P uffers eve-
no doubt of it, to{y oty

~ buy up thefe Bills is fome part of thefe Gen- e tock-
2 tlér};legs Traffick, which is a Trade no bet- jobbing

oy Lrade, .
ter than thofe Rogues have, who when

their Neighbours Houfes are on Fire, run |

away wiéghltheif Goods ; and who knows, -

feeing Riots, Infurveftions and Rebellion

are {o gainful to thefe Sort of Men, they’

may not have fome hand in ftirring them

up, or at leaft keeping them up, by [pread-

ing [editions Rumounrs thls is certain, they

contribute greatly to them one Way, that

is, by bringing Poverty and Confufior on

the Kingdom. . _ " |
"Twou’d fillalarge Volumeto write a fu 1 2 gﬁ;{

Hiftory of all their R ogueries,and what bad g s

Confequénce it is to the Kingdom, bqt th1§ Y &5c. many

fhall obferve, that by fuffering thefe Villanies other

i~ te - Cheats in
arife many other Cheats in different Shapes, ;i

tho’ all Offprings of ‘thofe ¢urfed Parents, shapes o=

fuch e

|

{
i



10 . | of ?rqjecqors,

fuchas Projec?s calculated only toamufe the

Publick, which of late Years we have had
plentiful Crops, and every Seafon is too

ALiff of fruitful of them ; for Inftances, the Royal i

;jj'4 Projetts. Linnen Manufactory Project, the Salt Pe-

tre, the Paper, the Mine Adventure, the
Lute-firing, the Diving, the Dipping, the
- Japawning, the Venctian Mettal, and great = .
Numbers more ; but lately, as if the Devil
had a mind to deal with us by wholefale,

a vaft Number of Infe&s, numerous as the

' Egyptian Locuf?s, fet up Lotteries, ‘and
. Lotteries Offices for the Improvement of fmall Sums
. ond Off- o Money for the Benefit of thé Poor ; and

ces for the

~ Tuprove. they had fuch Emulation of each other,

" memt of that ftriving who fhou’d offer the largeft

‘:?; 1S : 1
y }"Z’,",,,;g’;ﬁ Advantage to the ignorant People, in or-

. mefitof sheder to gull them of their Money, they came
LB ae laft to propofe, that whoever put in but
"Ten Shillings by prudently withdrawing it
out, and putting it in again, a Man fhow’d
get Five Hundred Pound in one Year, {o

grofs they thought the Peoples Underftan- - o fac’d Projet, fuch as getting Silver out Of proedtors

dings to be thus horridly impos’d on ; but
~fo it was; for by a modeft Calculation,

- 'within the Bills of Mortality, the poor Peo-
- ple were in 2 manner robb’d by thefe Mif-
creants of above a Hundred Thow|and
Pounds ; and they had not been down to
this Day, but the Coarfenefs of the Villany

grated {o hardon the Populacy, that they -

were

P
o
e

Of Proje&ors., 11
were going to {et Fire to all their Houfes ; o
theref%re t%le Devil wasrefolv’d for the fu- P/
ture to appear more like a Gentleman, and '
now has begun to /igunor his Boots, a.nd fets
up for an Qi Projector, and has writ feve-
tal learn’d Treatifes on this Subje&, and
very modeftly calls every Man a Fool or
Knave that has not a mind to let him fin-
ger their Money; but till this laft Cheat
is blown up, as all the reft have been,
perhaps we may not have a new one, tho’
we us’d to have feveral at a time upon

- the Anvil, * but the Times now will not *mereare _i

admit of above one grand Cheat in a Year, }f;‘i’,,?,; 5
which is fufficient, with the help of thel g, m.
Devil, Companies, Stock-jobbers,” and o- deibd o
ther Retailers, in Mifchief, to ruin the #2%r |
Nation if not timely remedied. ) L
- It feems worthy of Obfervation to fee
how thefe Proje&tors manage their Mat-
ters. : ~ o
Firft, The Proje@or finds out fome fair- zT]i; %; 1‘
the Mountains in Wales, Salt Petre from manage
Bun-bill, or Tom-Turds-fields, Oyl from sheiv Maty
‘Beech-maft, and many fuch like, - R
Secondly, He procures an A of Parlia.
ment, or Patent.
. Thirdly, Takes a large Houfe, makes a
great Figure, opens Books for Subfcriptions,
grop_‘ofes prodigious and incredible Advan-
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Of Projedors.
tages toall that will venture thejr Money
to carry on his Proje&t. -~
‘The Fonrth Thing the Projeftor does, is

" to engage fome sopping Dozs to {ubferibe

large Sums: Thefe topping ‘Dons are made
Ufc of as the ProjeGor’s Decoy-Ducks, to
draw in other People ; but they feldom pay
Six-pence, or venture Six pence ; or if they
do pay any Money openly, ’tis. privately
return’d to them by the Projettor.

they generally employ Brokers on the
Exchange to, cry up the Reputation of the
Projedt; if the Shares fell well, the Decoy-

| - Daucks fell out, pay the Projettor what they

{ubferibed for, and often get Hundreds, or

‘Thoufands of Pounds by Virtue of Pimp

~alle Pimp ; or at worft, whatever the Shares

Larrying
on their
Defigns by
Lying,
Cheats and
Deceits,

fell.for, they can but divide the Spoil with
the Proje&or, for *tis all clear Gains.
Thefe are fome of the general Methods
and Rules Projeors {teer by, befides many
other Tricks and Rogueries, as. Publifhing
Books. and Advertifements, which, tho’
they are fluft with monflrous Abfurdities,
Hyberboles, and Lies, yet with fuch a
Luackifi Cant as always deludes and car-
ries away great Numbers of filly People to
a Credibility, as proves ofien fatal to them;
but as this weak and unthinking Part of
Mankind are commonly dazled with
.’ e 0 , Shew,

.. Thefe Decoy-Ducks fer the Wheel a go- _ .
mg; i‘

H .
o

-endanger others.

Of Projedtors. 13
Shew, eafily impos’d upon by a View of
vaft Profit, without examining into the
Probability or Poffibility of the thing pro-
pofed, {0 a Stop, in my hnmble Opinion,
ought to be put to this vile Way ofChe;at:.-
ing the Vulgar fort of People. 1 know tis
often faid, That.if People will be fo foolifh

a8 and credulous as to be gull’d out of their

Money by knavifh and ridiculous Projects,

and Szock-jobbing, and never be warned,

let them take it for their Pains; yet this,

with Submiflion, is no, right Way of Rea-
foning ; for ’tis our Duty, ﬁ;ﬁ; as Chri- Our Duty
ftians, fecondly, as we love and value the";‘og;zéa;f
Publick Good, to hinder thofe by all W~ e oo, |
ful Ways and Means,  who are not fo wife from 5§ing
as our felves, from ruining, or running ¢’
themfelves to Deftru&ion. We ought to

take the Knife out of any Man’s Hands

that is going to cut his own Throat, or pre-

vent him from hanging himfelf, which Pg-

verty and Defpairare the firft Steps to. Mad

Mens Hands muft be tied, that they might

not do themielves a Mifchief, as well as’

"The Publick Good, and
Private, muft be confider’d jointly together;

for inftance, A Man has certainly a Right

to his own Money fo far that his Prince
cannot touch a Farthing of it, much lefs

“his Fellow Subjett, but in a legal Way, and -
difpofe of this Monkey as he thinks fit with-

our



14 ~ Of Projecorrs.
out Controul; but yet this Rule is ng¢
without Exception; for a Man fhall nof
Game extravagantly, he fhall not mels
down, nor otherwife deftroy this Money;
or above fuch a Sum carry it out of the
Realm ; for tho® he has the Property of it;
’tis in one Senfe the Nation’s Monéy, the
- King’s Coin, fo it fhould have as little
Mifufe made of it as poffible; for this Mo:
ney is not only to do him good, but it is
to be handed to others for them to reap a
like Benefit by, in the honeft Way of Coz-
merce and Trade; fo that well-meaning;
working People ; who by their Induftry
and Labour have got a little before-hand;
to keep them in a Fit of Sickuefs, or other
Cafualties; fhould have as much Reftraing
as fuits with Juftice and their own ‘Good,
laid on them; not foolifhly to throw away
that which thiey have been long getting by
‘hard Labour; at once, in a villzzons Pro-
- jéét, caleulated only to impofe on thejr

Weakne[s and Ignorance, =~
But 1h: . But the main Bufinefs, and chiefeft Care
chicf Bgﬁ of all, ought to be taken to put down (as
f,“ﬁaif, & the Parliament did the Lotteries) or difs
- putafiop_courage the knavifth Projeftors, dt leaft to
;,”IIZ’;{; prevent them from fetting ‘up their Whims
“which ave and Chimeras, with no other ‘Defign than
%’;’;}’:}gl‘b‘ to:impofe upon and rob, - foolith  innocent
tick. - -People, and. get Eftates on the 'Spoils of the
| - Pubs

Of P%ojec%m. R T

Publick. But forfooth, the Advocates for

the Projeltors and Stock-jobbers pretend

tis not in the Power of the Par/iament -
f:gaigupprefs Projects and Stockqobbz;zg; for
(fay they) ’tis againft Magna Charta for a-
ny Man to be hinder’d from difpofing of
his Property as he thinks fit; l)wut the Par-
Jliament did (as before mention’d) put down
the Lotteries, which had encreafed to fuch
Numbers, and rofe to fuch a Pitch, as
would have been the Ruin of Trade, and
many poor Families, if a Stop had not been
put to them. . But with all Humility and

_humble Submiflion to that Auguft Afjem-

bly, (if better and more effettual Means

‘are not found out) I here propofe Three,

- £ which are againtt Magna Charta.
?9%?rf(i),, Ivr(i regard th%fe delufive Arts before perpods

{crib ' : ‘ore-fu- bumbly
defcribed were unknown to our Fore-fa S

- thers, and therefore our Ancient Laws are, ...

either defective therein, or fo far doubtful,shofezuils,
as niot to reftrain, or fufficiently difcourage

fuch Practices. - That therefore the Legi/- l[)(ﬂqvéz;[b Y
| 1 7 - \ Projefts
Ilature will be pleas’d (as foon as coqgen;en:) g !
particularly to diftinguith them by {ome ;54 ,
criminal Stamp, and more effeftual Law Jome cxi-
than is now generally known, or uader- Stamp.
ftood to ‘be in Force againft them. And

in the mean time the Grand Furies, whofe Grand fu-
“Duty it is to enquire*into, and Prefent.all fesi2pre:

N . X - Jent them
Frands and Nufances, will no longer o;;c(a;i; |

AR LR L el T
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No Trans-
fer 2o be
allow’d,

=

Of Projeciors.

look thofe grofler ones, and upon Dete&ioti-
 thereof, both the Projector and his Projest

to be ftigmatiz’d according to their ‘De.
merits, - | |

be fet up by Virtue of a Charter, or any

Project by Virtue of a Patent, and offer’d |

to be carried on according tothe Modern
Mode, by Opening Books, Taking in Sub-
fcriptions,

Mart for Cheats of this fort;

felf, for better or worfe, and not transfes
his Trick or Folly from himfelf, and lay it
- upon another Man of a weaker Capacity ;

' no, ’tis but reafonable he fhould onl |
. the Fraits of his own Adventure, whether
let him be contented
with the Hazard or Gair that arifes from

- the Trade, or Projet he has embark’d hims
felf in. This would effeQually fink or

~ damn Stock-jobbing, |

y reap

in Profit or Lofs

of Courfe; this would
make all Men very careful how they

" launched out into thefe Proje&s, to let Go-

theicr Money. And if there wereany iftrin-
fick Value in the Trade or Project, they
| B would

i

- dy, or Travels,
- in eArt or Nature, or produces any Scheme romard. a-
- of Trade, ¢re. beneficial to the Publick, let my .D;'jé'm,,
. the Government nobly reward him, and?®%**

- Of Projefors. -
would ufe all the Endeavours and Induftry
imaginable, to make the Trade, or Project,

17

- by honeft Labour turn to Account : But,
ST | . ' on the contrary, Buying and Selling of
Secondly, That ifany Trading Company

Shares, Transferring, or Stock-jobbing, ru-

- ins, and is a Bane to all Houefly and Ip-
Codufy. . |

- The Lacedemonians were fo plagr’d and Lacede-
" peflerd with thefe Projeffors, that they monians
dividing it into Shares, in order ,
to be traded for in Exchange Alley,that grand  obliged to bring their Proj
. let there be =
no Traunsfer allow’d : but if any Perfon, ei-
ther Knave or Fool; will venture his Mo- _
ney in thefe Proje&s, let him take it to hjms

y Mezhod 30

~ madea Law, that all Projeifors fhould be prevent

-

>rojects and Schemes K"‘f"gb
to the Sexate in one Hand, and a Halter

. in the other, that if their Projelt was not
- approv’d of, or found prejudicial to the pub-
. lick, to be hang’d with their own Halter
_ but if Benefivial, to be rewarded according
. to the Bendfit that might accrue to the Pep-
- plebyit: nd
. laft Head, to proceed by the Lacedemonian
- Method, excepting hanging.

This brings me to the Third and

"That if any Man by his Ingehuity,) Stu~ The Go:.

makes a new Difcovery Zi%?y’"fgﬂ

neficial io

. then let it be made common, and all the zze Pub-
~ Nation have the Benefit of it. As for Fx= /it

- vernors, ‘Depaty-Governors; and Direftors |
- have the Fingering and Management of |

And the

ample, if Sir Nickolas Crifp, who firft puptich, 20
difcover’d the African Trade, had been well have J‘?f*; y
. Tewarded by the. Goyernment, and they ;™"

'had immediately fent Ships and Materi-

~als

" Projeits.

e ——t e et

Yok e L A o A TR 1



18 The Qencral Benefit of Trade.

The General Benefit of dee; 19

Obferva-

als to build Forts, and fecur’d this Cosff,  Mountebanks to run up and down, and

and fo let all Men that would, have tra-
| ] had  they compafsthe Globe by Trade and In-
brought into the Nation, with the Duties

ded thither, the Wealth that they

paid to the Government, would very well
have enabled it to defend this Trade againft
the Encroachment of Foreigners, or the

whole World, for then we fhould have
Millions of People, the united Strength of  Monarch then in Europe, defended theme
- the Nation to fupport it, inftead of afew = felves many Years from him, and after-
~wards from the greater Power of France
~and Us together, but by well managing
- their Induftry and Trade, notwithftanding
- allthefe heavy Wars they were continually
~involv’d in, without inlarging their Tervs
- Firma, have rais’d themfelves from a poor,

Covetous Mercenary Creatures, who have
nothing farther in their View, than by the
vileft ‘'Ways and Means to enrich them-
felves and Families, let it be at the Nations

‘or whofe Coft it will.

The fame Method would have prevent-
ed the abovefaid Cheats, and Lofs of the
Trades before-mention’d, and ‘would have
gain’d Us other vaft deguifitions which we

do not now poflefs.

~ but one Company, which trades ever

“where: They are more Publick Spirited -
than We, and chiefly confider the General
Advantage : Thofe wife People are not a-

The Dutch have no Companies except
the Eaff-India Company, which is almoft
univerfal ; the whole Repzblick is in effe@

cry, Who buys Stocks, or Moon-fhine? No, .

dufiry, and in the Space of a little more than,

- an hundred and twenty Years, froma Par~
. cel of poor Fifhermen, have, by their Wif.
. dom and Publick Spirit,not only freed them.
{elves from the Tyranny of the greateft

- diftrefled, and fmall Beginning, toa great~
- er Pitch of Wealth and Power in {o {hore

a’'Time, than the whole Spazifh Monarchy,

~ than any State or Common-wealth that is,
~ orever was in the World, and is almoft 3
{ufficient Match for the greateft Potentate,
- and all this with the Extent ofa very little
_ Territory, no Manufa&ory of their own
- Produce worth fpeaking of, nor even ne-
+ ceflary for Life, to be found in their Coun

iry for the tenth Part of the Inhabitants,

bus’d or cheated by Projeitors and Stock- | Batavia, (if I miftake not) was formere
Jobbers, A . ly called Facatra, and wasonce ours, - We

- They do not in their Exchange, or AL | had the Spice Traie, the oAfrican Trade, the
*fembly of Merchants; tolerate a paﬁﬁl of  Newfound-lond, and Green-land Fifterics,
IO oun- /| - '

r‘l‘
y
Pl
)

: f:{lf ’5579

I




Remarks -

npon the
French
Prote-
flants,

- The General Béﬁefzt of Trade.

- Hudfow's Bay, €5¢. Now I fubmit tothe
Judgment of all the thinking Men inthe
Nation, the immenfe Value of thefe Trades,
“and whether the Poffeffion of them at this
Day, with what we have, had not made -
“us the moft Rich and moft Powerful People '
under the Sun? But all thefe Fewels were |
‘or are in a great Meafure funk or loft, for -
~ant of a Publick Spirit, or, rather, ino-
ther Words, by Folly, Avarice and Kna.

VEry. | |

generally are.

Reventie has been much augmented ; and
o S | being

¥

T fhall here take Notice of the fenfelefs
'Clamour againft the French Proteftants a-
‘mongft Us; 1 do not mean by thofe pre. - ‘ 7
tended ”Protgﬁants' who are Engmies to the and in the late Rebellion were ready to ,dO
Reformation, as well as to their Country,
1 mean miftaken People, who do not confi- |
der that the Number of Inhabitantsof any |
Country is the Wealth and Strength of it, |
efpecially Ingenious, Induftrious, and Tra-
ding People ; fuch as the French Proteflants
re. How have our Manufa- .
&Gories been encreas’d and improv’d fince -
they fettled here? for Inftance, Hats,
8ilks, Stuffs, €5¢. which we formerly had =
from their own Country ; and fo far have
they been from being a Detriment to us, or
underworking our Handicrafts and Tradef-
men, that the Price of Labour has encreaft
proportionably to our Improvements; our

 The General Benefit of Trade.

“being in a Manner banifh’d and made ir-

reconcilable to their native Country, have
made this their natural Soil ; where they

enjoy the Freedom of their Religion and
Liberty equal with Englifbmen ; {o that in
Intereft, Inclination, and Gratitude, for
‘the Sanltuary we have afforded them,they
are as Loyal Subjelts to King GEORGE,
and our prefent Settlement, as any Englifp-
man, and ready upon all Occafions, in Time
of Danger, to ftand by, and ftrengthen the
‘Hands of the Government with the Hazard
of their Lives and Fortunes, which in ma-
ny paft Inflances they have demonftrated,

again, if the Word had been given.
Before I have done with this Head upon
Trade, T {hall
Learned Author upon that Subject, and his
beautiful Defcriptior of our Ifland, and the
Advantages given usabove others, by God
and Nature, viz. T
¢ Since Trade, the Converfe with the
¢ World, is the honelt Way to ftrengthen
¢ and enrich a Nation, and the great Dif-
¢ courager of Idlene[s and Debanchery, £3c.
¢ We being fituated by Nature, and Geni-
¢ uffes proper for it, ought to make it our
¢ Study to manage it to its higheft Capacity
¢ of Improvement ; which if we would in
¢ earneft -purfue, War it felf would be of
R C3 - ¢fuch

e e el o -V

quote the Thoughts of a
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Publick Revenue will be increafed: So
that would we once make Trade to flou-.
rifh, we need not doubt but People from
all Parts of the Univerfe would refort hi-
and improve

ther to enjoy themfelves,
their Stocks, |

¢ We fee every Day, that the convenient
Situation of any Eftate gives an Eftimate,
and raifes its Purchafe ; and without Con- |
venience, Life it felf would be but a meer L
Spiration, {carce worth the Valuing ; then '
fure England ought to'be valued and pres
St T N ked

=
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our Lands When'till’d’,

¢ No eAlpine Mountains, nor Holland
Bogs, but a delightful Variety of Hills
and Dales compafs the Land; fo that
when the parching Sun burns up and
chaps the higher Lands, the humble Mea-
dows in a Verdure thrive; and when
mighty Show’rs drown the Lows, the
Hills by watering very fruitful grow ;
produce a grateful
C 4 ¢ Plenty

where Barrennefs appears on the Surface, kinds.
‘the Bowels are inriched with Mines, &€9¢.

: ol S | eneral Benefit of Trade. 23
. =22 The General Benefit of Trade. Ny ’3796’ ilGNations o E]z Iﬂ{ having both 4De/oi-
¢ fuch Advantage and Security to us, that . fer fto auch Advantage. *Tis an Hland Eﬁgx';’fm, _
. ¢ we fhould not only be out of Danger from ) t‘; Od‘f; 2 Center to the Circular Globe, -

¢ our Exemies, but command the Trade of v aced dd which, Trade may draw a Line

¢ g World ; and on the contrary, if that ¢ -;o_wax tshe whole Circumference ; ’tis

¢ be negleéted, all the Miferies Attendants ) bﬁoﬁl with a Moderation of every Ele-

¢ on Slavery and Poverty, that fhall happen (> ¢+ no fcorching Sun Negroes, nor fri- 1
: -, to the Nation, may be afcribed o our ¢ H'lgnz?m benums its Natives, but a me- ;’;ffﬁb?d
i * own Improvidence and Inadtivity. 'y %E Influence firengthens and beauti- tanss.
 ‘)5 ¢ We contradi&t the received Maxim, S ﬁé‘;‘?ts Inhabitants, who are of regular
. ¢ That Men will attempt any thing for Ad- ¢ Shapes: neither an unweildy nor Pigmy
. ¢ vantage, whilft we negle proper Me. ) Breg d. but fit to endure the Toils of War,
f ¢ thods for improving and encouraging - or peaceful Labours on the Land; our
i ¢ Trade; for no greater Advantage can . | Clirlzlate s fo moderate, that the Sun nei-
¢ flow from any Fountain, or proceed from ther exhales, nor the Cold phlegmaticks
g . any Faculty upon Barth, than from that; the S iritudl’ls Parts, but allows a Tempe-
e for where Trade is there will be Imploy- raturgbetween bot’h; fo that our Native
i ﬁi”ﬂ’}jfz”,fgr‘ ment ; where Imployment is, thither will ¢ Fancies are neither 00 Airy for Confide- |

will Peo- ¢ People refort ; there will be a Confump- = | ration, nor too Dull for Invention; its Iis B i i
g;";j"f”’" tion of Commodities, and thereby the ¢ Soil is Mixture and Produ&ive ; and g
L4
¢



24 The General Benefit of Trade. | The General Benefit of Trade. a3
| Plenty in return to Labour ; our Trees in | *¢ Natural Situation, may ride out the tem.
‘general are lofty, and well topd, afford - ¢ peftuous Storm. : :

us all the Conveniences that we can ex-

d\.‘\_«”m. R BN RN AR AN AR EATR KB A A R AR AR B K
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and ufeful for Support; our Cattle large,

healthful, firong, and numerous, which
~are as good as the World produces, for
Labour, or for Food; their Skins are
firm, and of fo contrated Pores, that &
better Leather is not to be found : Qur
‘Woollis very good, and if duly regarded |
‘would equal the boafted Segoviz ; “tis the |
Parent of our Chief Manufatkures, and =
gives us a Plandit in our Cloth, Bays, =
Sayes, Serges, &5¢. throughout the Uni-
verfe. We have Fowl in Plenty, and that =
‘Plenty good.: Inthe Bofom of our native |

Earth, are hid Riches, which are eafily

obtain’d by the Artift and Laborious, as
Tiny, Lead, Copper, Iron, Coals, €5¢. Qur |
Land is plentifully vein’d with Rivers, re-
frefhing the Barth, affording Variety and
Plenty of Fith. 'Nature has made fucha |
Paradife of the Land, that we fhow our |
¢ felves ungrateful to Divine Bounty, when |
“weare negligent of the Bleflings ic hath
Aiberally beftow’d. In fhort, the Nation |
' is a Verdure Field indented with Har=
¢ bours round, where our Ships, from their
— * Natural

CR BTN N ™ SN AN

¢ hold is much better than either the French

s | | ¢ The Sea, by Providence, is a Wall
pet; our Kingly Oak fo firmly ribs our "~ ¢ round us, to defend us from the Pharaoh
Ships, that they prove like Bulwarks to

the daring Foe, and our Fruits pleafant

that would enflave us’; tis Champion and
Servant too, for by our Ships furrowing

¢

N 4

- ¢ its Waves, we fend our Plenty out, and
[4
[4

bring the Riches of the moft diftant Parts
‘ofthe World into our Pofleffion. S
¢ How ought we to be grateful when we 1 g,u5.
confider the Bleflings we do enjoy, and bound _
the Opportunities that are given us to im.*#? Fif.
prove them farther to our Advantage?

”T'is wonderful to think how feveral Sorts

of Fifh in vaft Numbers at certain Sea-

fons, vifit our Coaft by Divine Appoint-
ment and Natural Inftin& for our Sufte-
‘nance, and Day by Day are ready not on-

ly to furnifh us with Food, but alfo to be

made Merchandize of to the Inriching of

the Nation, o
- ¢.Tis very obfervable, how Heaven blef: England
¢ fes us by the Courfe of the Wind, that Ziﬁfl,”;"
¢ commonly blows Weflerly for above weather=
¢ half of the:Year, which makes all our®**
¢ Cape Lands and Bays, oppofite to the
¢ French and Durch Coafts, good Roads
¢ for our Ships to ride with Security ; for
* we are on the Weather, and]the French

¢ on the Lee Shore; befides, our Anchor-

¢ or

T A T Lttt e Tt AT T ek W w L L B D s
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¢ or Dutch, for we have generally a fliff -

[
¢
¢

Clay, Chalk, or hard Gravel, whilft the
French have only hard Rocks, or loofe

Sands ; the Flemifh and Holland more num.

The General Benefit of Trade.
¢ And Trade is fo Noble a Mafter, that
it is willing to entertain all Mankind in
its Service, and has fuch Variety of Im-
ployments adapt for every Capacity, that

27

¢ ber of Sands on their Coaft; their Water all but the Lafie may [upport at lealk, if
¢ of lefs Depth, and confequently their ¢ por gnyich the{‘nfe’lveys ,,filélsD Agents are e-

¢ Ports choaked up with Quick-Sands ;. very where Laborious and Induftrious 3

; When our Ships ride fafe, even between ¢ by 3 qur Brisifh Empire will be inriched

¢ our Sands by our Country’s being a Wea- - ¢ py Manufa@uring and Improving our
.¢ ther Shore. | own and foreign Produts, and be defen-

¢ Thus in Epitome we fee what a rich
Heirefs with a vaft Fortune we enjoy by
the Gift of the Great Father of the Uni-.
verfe ; but we fhould confider when this
‘Portion was given, Gratitude and Duty
were expetted, that it might defcend as a -
Jointure to our Pofterity : But inftead of
fuch Returns, ungrateful we, by vicious
Lives, forget the Obligation from the -
Donor ; and regardlefs of our prefent

Profperity, negle& the Means to im-

prove the Talent intrufted to our Ma-
nagement ; but we cannot imagine,
‘but that we fhall e’re long be called to
Account of our Steward-fhips; and the
‘greater our ‘I'ruft is, the greater will be |

expetted our Improvement; fo let us.no

ded by the Increafe of our Seamen and
Shipping, which if duly imploy’d can ne-
ver be too many, being always the Con-
veyorsof our Riches as well as Strength
of this Nation ; asall the Happinefs and
Glory of England depends upon the En-
couragement and good Management of
Trade and Navigation, fo its Ruin and
Confufion muft be the Cenfequence of
their Neglett. | |

R R

¢ Is it not a Wonder that Schools, Uni- Sckeols,t-

verfities, Inns of Court, and Colleges, g;ze’gf;:;'

fhould be fo careful to have Regulators Regula-
-and InfpeCtors for the better Government #7s.

and Direttion in their feveral Faculties,
that are notin Comparifon with the Fruits
ofa duly regulated Trade, by which they

LR N N N N

longer dally, but ferioufly amend, and
¢ .to our Power ufe the Means put intoour |
¢ Hands to make us profperous, which can |
¢ be done by no honefter Way .than by

are all maintain’d; yet Trade, that BIVES p,s Tyae
Warmth and Motion to the Blood, and i unre- *
¢ frefh Spirits to every Partof the Natjon,&srded.
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¢ Trade and Induflry.

¢ And ||

j

i

i

;

j

% .
|
1.

$ from the meaneft Cottage to

the Royal
¢ Throne,

N I ST
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¢ or Encouragement ?  Notwithftanding

¢ this great. Lady, (affe@ing Freedomand -
-* Security, hath no Inclination to continue
¢ under the Arbitrary Power of France, nor

¢ the uncertain Fate of Holland, with whom

¢ embraced by them) is ready to efpoufe
¢ both our Intereft and Nation, and with

¢ her felf bring in Dowry the Treafures of |

¢ the World;  if we would vouchfafe to
¢ give her a fpeedy and kind Entertainment,
¢ being very fenfible of the great Advan-

¢ tage we might give her, by fo abfolutely

¢ fecuring our free Enjoyment of Liberty of

¢.Confcience, that there might appear a
> ght appea

¢ Certainty of its Continuance to Pofterity;

- ¢ and by having our Civil Rights and Pro-

- ¢ perties: maintain’d in their original Purj-
. ¢ ty; {othat Juftice fhould be done without
-« ¢ Partiality, Delay or uncon{cionable Ex-

¢ pence, - which now dayly prefles every
¢ Man concern’d in Law, relating..to
¢ Trade ; the want whereof formerly de-
¢ populated this Nation, both by difcoura-

. ¢ging ingenious Perfons from  repairing

e ‘hither, ,and by forcing thofe of our own

£ Country . to-feck  Freedom and Juftice

¢ clfewhere,

€
(4

¢

4

4

(4

¢ in Luxury and Intemperance, whilft the
4

€

€

¢

¢

4

€

The General Benefit of Trade. 29

¢ Throne, that provides under God our ¢ elfewhere, and cramping the Induftry.of

¢ daily Bread, is in a Manner unregarded, - .
¢ and without a due Infpettion, Regulation

others that remained, by rendering them
a Prey to each other ; which deadly

¢ Wound did not end here, but Debauche-
¢ ryand Profanenefs were encreafed to fuch

¢ a Degree, that the Nation was diffolved

¢ Fremch had the Wit to take the Advan-

¢ 'fhe hath refided only asa Sojourner, tho®> ¢ tage of our Negligence, by encouraging

¢ fhe hath been very highly carefs’d and B

¢ Induftry and Commerce ; (which all'the

¢ while we were labouring to overthrow

and undervilue) by which Means chiefly

they are become fo Potent and dange-

~rous to all Ezrope. o ) |
¢ How abfolutely neceffary is it then,
‘that all poflible Endeavours be made, (as
the Examples of our Neighbours fuccefs- -
ful Induftry, and our own Sloth and
Negle&t fufficiently warn us) to ftudy
the ableft- Means and Methods for the
¢ Improvement of Trade? =
But to return, ’tis in vain to think’ of'r s
getting new Advantages, till we have the #o think of
odrt, or Honefly, to keep what we havesy. %,

already got, or rightly to improve what vanages,

tillwehave

3 God and Nature has plentifully of our own the dre

Growth beftow’d upon us, I mean our Fiff and tone-
and Wool, Cloatbing tor the Back,and Food for fiy o keep -

the Belly; thefe Two, and only thefe >

Two, are more than fufficient of them- ready gos,. |

felves, if rightly manag’d, to employ all
- 7 Tonr
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30 The General Benefft of Lrade,
Our Fifl
and Vool

righttyma. Wealth of the World, and make us the

 =mag'd, e moft Potent and Happy People under the
- Jufficient gup

20 make u Whatever French, or other flavify

the great- Mmm'mx, or POHﬁQkS may be,
o, this bitter Pill, or Receipt, will never down
- 'with Englifh Men, but work the quite contra.

ry Bffect, for they are People us’d to Liberty

and Plenty, and that Government in Exg- .
land that goes on thefe Schemes of Poverty
and Slavery, will always meet with terrible
Oppofitions and Difturbances ; but if the ) )
common People have Employment, anden- - by what our Neighbours get , if we are
joy unmolefted the Fruits of their Labour, !
’twould be impoffible to delude or debauch = - 7y
‘the Minds of induftrious People, o as to
create any Difcontents, or make them un- |
eafic under a Government where they live '
" &by being hedg’d in, or monopoliz’d by the
| Greenland Company, and the Newfoundland

the moft Happy of any Nation on the Face
of the Earth, and cannot poffibly change

‘bility, for a better.

_ The Great ‘Duke of MARLBOROUGH |
found this to be the Temper and Genius of
the Englif 5
Laurels he

moft People, more efpecially

~{o that to obtain thofe many
‘gain’d by his Glorious Actions, he paid,
fed, and well cloath’d his Men, without

which, if he had been more than Human,

he cowd not have promis’d the leaft Ad-

vantage.

our Poor, recruit our Navy, bring us the

_ that to keep
st Feorle a People poor is the Way to keep them guiet,
. moft impatient'to be wrong’d of that, tho’
- he will undergo all Dangers and Hardfhips
_:toearn it, ’ |

[

their prefent Condition, with any proba- | ' Fifbery, having too much Trade upon our

The General Benefit of Trade.
“vantage. ‘The Englifh are not ignorant
- People; the meaneft amongft them hath

gi

 fufficient Knowledge to know when he s
~ oppreft or wrong’d ; the moft iliterate Sol-

 dier, or Sailor, knows exa&ly what is due
- to him for Wages and Viftuals, and the

- Butto return to our Fifh and Wool; as to
- the Fifbery, what we did in former Days I

- cannot tell, but I fuppofe every one is con-
- vinc’d what we now loofe by our Neglett,

- willing to give away all our Herring Fifbe- Loft our
- 1y, ’tis firange we cou’d not keep the Whale Fie V4
- and Cod Fifhery, which were of prodigious getioe.”

. Advantages to England; but the Whale
Fifbery, as was obferv’d before, was ruin’d

Hands, we beftow’d that upon our ancient
‘Friends and Allies the Frexch. But if we
cannot, or will not keep the Fifhing of our
. Seas, or thofe new Difcoveries we make,

- ourPoor at Work, raifes the Price of Lands, *° ¥
- and is equally advantagious to Landlord
. and Tenant; but we do not this, for if our

: 7 N Cighf

. toour felves, one wowd think we fhow’d Rumine
| keep our W0/, which keeps fo many ofow #ot
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32 Of our Woil. | _ o ‘
- Neighbours, the Freuch, will not comeanq = . . Of our Wodl. 33

fetch our Wool, we will carry it to them, a]] = Uity is deeper than vulgar Byes can fee;
‘Laws to the contrary notwithftanding. Ter ~ tis agreed on all Hands, “tis drawing out
usconfideralittle thedangcrousi(?onfequencef . the vital Blood of the Nation, “tis wickedly
| of this, and whether wa do not feel jt fuf.. ~ parting with that peculiar Gift that God has
ficiently already, by the Increafe of our ~ beftow’d on us for the good of our Poor, to
Poor, the Decay of the Wooller Manufastory, ~ €orich our Enemies, or fome few vile

vy The French has been our Rival and B, = Wretches amongft us, T knew one Man zyftanceof
ot nemy for many 4ges, 'but much more dan.  that for fome Years was employ’d in inter-a Prjon

mies for gerous of late Years, fince it grew a T; rading | SPUNg the Owlers, and did miore Ser vice s e
many&e Nation, and encreas’d in Naval Power t)  than half that ever were In that Servicesse Ow-

tuch a Bulk in o {mall a fpace of Time, ~for this Twenty Years paft, yer this Mgglere -

that no Hiftory can parallel ; but knowing  Was {0 far from being encourag’d, that he

by the Advantage of our Wool, we got the  Met with all the Difcountenance and Hard-

richeft Trades in the World, vix. the Spa- | bips imaginable, and is now ftar ving, tho’

i #ifh, Portugal, Turkey and German Trades, nothing as I ever heard of was laid to his
b &c. Therefore wanting no Induftry, or | Charge, except *twas o0 zeal onfly ferving -
. ~ Craft, work’d upon fome covetous and  his Comntyy. One Inftance I will give a-
- wicked People amongft us, and clandeftine. | Mongtt many, of his Hardlhips,and Seizaures
] ly got our Wool from all Parts of the Three | fa parcel of Wool which he feiz’d on the
Kingdoms, which together with the Spa- | Luﬂom%agtfe AKey, under the very Nofe of
#ifb that they have Plenty of, bids fair to | the Commilffioners ofthe Cuffoms, where fuch
undermine us in all the aforefajd Trades, =2 number of their Officers are together »

and as it were, laysa political Siege tothis | Who wasch, or ought to watch, to prevent

DNation, defigning to Ruin us by the Hands | | thefe Abufes, or Crimes againtt the Govorne

of our own Poor, hoping to do that by Cun. | | 10t and for this Purpofe they have their

ning which they cannot do by Force, *Ts | Salaries, and other Advantages; but if fuch

- miraculoufly firange, that the Widom of | Connivance, Negligence, or Corruptions,
- our Legiflatire can find no fuficie e Reme. | 2teatthe Fountain-Head, T’m fure the leler

. “dy for this Evil, of Running our Wool to | Sty eanss muﬁ.be very foul. o
France. 1 am afraid this Myftery of Ini. | . This Man in June 1700, feiz’d a parcel of
‘ L e L RS " quity - Wool weighing 3000 odd Hundreds Weight,
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OFf our Wool.

fhipt at the Cuflom-bonfe-key for France,

~ where there were feveral Thoufand Weight

more, which they got off before he cou’d

come at them: This Wool, after three Tri-
als, which coft him a Hundred Pounds in ||
1701, he condemn’d, the Wool was put in-
to the King’s Ware-houfe at the Czflom-
“houfe, but after abundance of Charge, Vex-
ation and Oppofition, ’twas refolv’d he
{how’d have little or no Benefit by this
Seizure, he having the like Ufage in moft |

of the other many Seiz#res he had made,
the Wool was appraifed by their own Ap-

praifers at far greater Price than any one .
cow’d afford to give for it, and they refus’d

to take it at their own Appraifment : And |
tho’ he demanded his Woo/ many times be-

fore feveral Witnefles, yet they refus’d to

deliver it to him, without he paid down

a third Part of the Appraifinent, which was

Of our Wool.
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whole Benefit of his Seizure; rare Encou- -

. ragement for preventing the Running of
' Waool to France! But this is but one Patters,

. or Sample, of vaft bulky Rogueries of the

fame make, of which this very Perfoz can

- furnith a Jarge Hiftory.

On

Remark more I will make of fhe

Tricks they ufe to render ineffe€ual all Be-

nefit that can accrue by the Law to the Sez-
zer , and {o difappoint and ruin him,

- which is, that in all Profecutions of this

- kind, the Law provides, That whoever

- owns fuch Woo! as is f¢ized upon Condem-

' nation, the faid Owners, or thofe who de-

fend the Suit, fhall pay Three Shillings for

- every Pound of Wouo! fo condemn’d, to the

‘the King’s part of the Seizare according to |
A&t of Parliament, which was more than

the Wool was worth; but after the Wool

had been fhifted from Place to Place, now |

!

the 3000 odd Hundreds Weight is fhrunk, or

melted away to about 6oo Weight, and

that not worth a Penny a Pound; {o that |
this Man has been out above a Hundred |

Pounds in profecuting, and condemning

this Wool, befides lofs of Time, and now |,
‘circumvented, or rather cheated of the
Co 4 whole |

. Seizer or Profecutor, over and above the
. Benefit of his Seizure, as an Encouragement
1 and Compenfation for his Trouble and
Charge. But the Gentlemen concern’d in

carrying on this Villany , provide fham
Perfors to own the Wool, in whofe Names

. the Swit is defended, and made as difficult,
‘chargeable, and vexatious to the Seizer,

or Profecutor, as poflible; and after all,

- when the Wool is condemn’d, they vanifh,

and no fuctherfons are to be found in Na-
ture. o

This Man puts me in mind of the Hard- Hardfips

fhips of our brave Sailors, of which this % our Sai-

Perfon was one. I {uppofe ’tis allow’d on
o D2 all
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no Defence, without Defence no Safety;

and confidering the Treachery, and falfe
Brethren we have amongft us, we {hou’d
{oon become a Prey to our Neighbours,
“and ceafe to be a Nation and People. - All
this being granted, how neceffary is it|.
-then to take care of thofe ufeful Men who
~not only make us Powerful and Rich, but
_are our Protetion? *Tis true, ’twill be al-|
-ledg’d, we have at prefent a very great|
Fleet, no doubt of it many Ships more than
. we can Man, but {o have our Neighbours,
-and nothing is greater, or lefler, but by
- Comparifon. - We were much ftronger in
- the Ufurper Cromwel’s Days, tho’ his Fleet
~was not a third Part {o big as ours is now,

but ’twas big enough to beat any Nation

_in the World, and make all Kingdoms

tremble, and truckle to him; he cou’d

fettle Trade .as he pleas’d, for, in effe&,
hardly any Nation cow’d Trade without his|
- leave, -and Trade without a Power to pro-|!
tect it, is a Jeft. There was no prefling|.
~ "Men, in his Daysthe Sailor was cherifh’d|

and encourag’d ; thus if a .Ufarper, who

- - had not a hundredth Part of the N atiOxli for
T v . ]iﬂ), s
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i ’d make {o might i i

all Hands, that this [fand, without Trade, | b, £00°¢ mighty a Figure in the
~ cannot be Rich, and without Riches itcan |
“have no Power, without Trade no Nawvi-
gation, and without Navigation no Sailors;
~without Sailors no Fleet, without a Fleet

~ment do, if they wou’d not fuffer them- .
~ felves to be abus’d by Wretches, thata
. Thoufand of them are not of the intrinfick
. Value to the Kingdom as one able Sailor 2
 Yet thofe fort of Cattle, tho’ {prung from
. Dirt and the Dunghil, fhall purchafe E-
© ftates, keep Coaches, all got out of the
- Blood of the poor Sailor, and his Family,
- If any wou’d be at the Pains to make a .

%Yorld, what might not a lawful Govern-

Lift of thofe at prefent living, who from

. the meaneft beginning crept into the Na-
vy, as Clerks, Commiffioners, and other Off-

cers, and have rais’d great Fortunes, which

. cow’d not poffibly be done by any vifible or
© lawful Allowance they have had, it wouw’d
. {well to the bulk of an Army.
' Climates abroad the Worm deltroys. our
- Ships, and thefe Land Vermin qur Seamer
| at home; and as they thrive the Sailor is
- ruin’d. The curfed Oppreflion they have
© labour’d under, in refpe& to the Q’s and
R’ put upon their Pay, whichare like Ex-
. ecutions, frips them of all for the leaft neg-
" le& or abfence, and fometimes no fault,

tho’ it may be, that they have five or fix
Years Pay due, which hath been dearly
earn’d, by undergoing all the Hardfhips
and Hazards of Life, Human Nature is ca-

pableof. i
. D3 - Thele
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D’ and
R’s,

o Tickes-

Buyers.,

the Broker.
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Thefe fatal Letters, Q’s and R’, viz, |,
LQueries and Raunns, may be put upon the |
Books at the Difcretion of the Captain’s |
Cierk, on Board Ship, Mufler Mafler, or |-
Clerk of the Cheque, without giving any |
Reafon for it; and if the Sailor is never fo |
guiltlefs, he muft attend the Navy-Board |
with Petitions, and wait time after time,
till he and his Family are ftarv’d to Death,
before he fhall have Remedy, if he getsany
atall; but when the poor Wretch is tir’d, | -
Brokers,or and ready to perifh, then, it may be, he is|
recommended to a fort of Brokers, or Soki-|
cizors, which fet up a Trade for taking off | !
Seamens Q’s and R’s, and thefe Sea Leaches |
tell the Sailor, that if he will give-one half | -
of his Pay, he will by his Intereft take off |

his Q_or his R ; no doubt of it, the Gen-

~tlemen in whofe Power ’tis to take off |

thefe Q’sand R’s, have a fellow feelin g with

count.

otherwife, but that thefe People muft be
o | very

There are another fort of |
‘Blood-fuckers, call’d Ticket-Bayers,to whom |
the poor Sailors have often fold their Pay for |
55 6, 7, and 8 Shiilings in the Pound dif-
There were Multitudes of thefe |
dicket- Merchants, and fome of them dealt |
for ‘Thoufauds of Pounds in a Year, and I
knew one of them that has bought above |
Five Thoufand Pounds worth of Tickets in |-
that time, {o that it cou’d not be thought

Hardfbips of our Seamen.
very Rich, yet moft of them broke or died
not worth a Groat; but this Myftery is
eafily unfolded, for thefe Fellows were on=
ly Tools, or Parveyors, for fome Gentle&
men that belong’d to the Navy, who had
the Seamens Money in their Hands, and
by the means of thefe People, bought th.e.
poor wretched Sailors Wages with their
own Money : How couw’d it be otherwife,
when of four Clerks that belong’d to the
Pay-Office, who had buq Twenty Pounds
a Year Salary each, without any allow-
ance of Perquifites, in about four or five
Years Service got T'wenty Thoufand Pounds
a Man. | | o

*T'was not for nothing the poor Sailors
were kept fo long out of their Pay, for di-
freffing them thus, Advantages were taken
of their Neceffities to make this havock of
them. » N | o

The Regiffer Money was another a,born“;’-
nable Abufe to the Sailors, and feem’d as if
it was purpofely calculated, or at leaft
made ufe of to difcourage, fower, and.give
them very bad Ideas of the Faithand Ho-
nout of their Country. | |
- One Inftance I will give amongft Hun-
dreds that might be brought, how thefe
People were us'd after the greateft Zeal
thew’d for the Defence and Service of their
Country. D4 .
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In King WILLIAM’s Reign, in the
Winter Seafon, when our Fleet was moft-
ly laid up, the Freuch was refolv’d to take
that Opportunity to make us a Vifit, and
confidering the Faltion amongft us, ’twould
have been of dangerous Confequence; in
order to which they drew down a Body of
Forces to the -Sez-Coaff, and got a great
Number of Tranfport-Ships near Havre de
Grace, Bologn, and that way, with a Squa-
dron of Men of War to Convoy them
this gave us, with good Reafon, a great A-
larm, fo thathis Majefly order’d the Admi-
ral of the Fleet to repair immediately to
the ‘Downs, and draw together as many
Men of War as poflible to prevent this In-
vafion, and iffued out a Proclamation to
encourage the Seamen in this Time of pub-
lick Danger, to enter themfelves Voluntiers
on board his $hips, promifing them Condui?,
and Bounty Money ; accordingly the brave
and honeft Sailors, notwithftanding their
former ill Ufage, repait’d from all the re-
mote Ports in the Kingdom, and enter’d
themfelves voluntarily on Board his Maje-
fty’s Ships at Porifimonth, or the Downs,

and to the Aftonifhment of the World, ina

fe'w Weeks time, the Admiral got together
a confiderable Fleez, before ever the French
cow’d be ready to make the intended De-
fcent, with which he fteod over to the Coaf?
T . of

. time or other. This ftruck fuch a. damp

- Hardflaps of our Seamen. 4t

of France, burnt and deftroy’d fome of their
Tranfport Ships, and fo overfer and difap-
pointed the whole Expedition, and confe-

quently fav’d the Kingdom; and then the

Fleet came back again to Spithead. And
now all Men may expect that T fhall give
them an Account how the honeft Szilrs
were paid their Conduct-Money, Bounty-
Money, according to the King’s Proclamati-

02, and Wagés for the Time they ferv’d,

with a great deal of Thanks for their hear-
tinefs and alacrity in {o zealoufly ferving
their Country in time of the moft eminent
Danger ; nothing lefs, for when they were
to be difcharg’d and turn’d a-fhore, they
were told there was no. Money for them,
but they fhou’d have Tickets, and if they
wou’d -attend the Navy Office in Cratched
Fryars, London, they wow’d be paid fome
upon the Sailors, many of them living at
Portfmonth, Plimouth, Deal, and New-

caftle, to find that they muft travel up to

Londor without a Fatthing in their Pockets,
to.attend, and folicite at an Office which is
as vexatious, -perplexing, and as dilatory

“as a Court of Chancery, leaving their Fa-

mily ftarving at home, and themfelves in
the fame Condition at Loxzdon, that curfing

their Country, many of them lighted their
. Pipes with their Tickets, and others fold

them
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them for any thing, if ’twas but Twelve,
Pence in the Pound; but put afhore they
were, and wander’d in Droves about the
Country. I have frequently met with For-
ty and Fifty in a Gang that had not a Shil-
Jing or Eighteen Pence in the whole Compa-
ny, and that perhaps given them in Chari-

ty ; and yet this ill Ufage did not provoke,or
neceffitate thefe People to commit any Dif- |

orders in the Country where they march’d.

There was one Gentleman in Kent that E

reliev’d, or refrefh’d Hundreds of them as
they paft by his Door, and upon my fay-
ing to a Man of Figure in the Navy Office,
that the Gentleman ought to be taken no-
tice of by the Government for his Zeal and

Goodnefs, in cherifhing thefe poor Men,

was anfwer’d, That .indeed he fhou’d be

taken notice of, but not my way, for what |
had he to do, to meddle or make witha |

~Bufinefs that did not concern him.

" About Two or Three Hundred of them -
flopt the King’s Coach at Guilford, and
on their Knees humbly implor’d his Ma-
jefty’s Compaffion on them: But he that
fav’d us from all the Miferies that cou’d at- -
tend us in this Life, and negleéted his Bafe
and Safety for an ungrateful People, had not
Power to remedy thefe curfed Evils; being
loaded with a War Abroad, and fo encom= |
pafs’d, and barafs’d at home by contending |
: | Faltions, '
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Fczfi’z’om, whofe Strife was chiefly who
fhow’d rend, tear, devour, and make a
prey of the Publick, that ’tis thought it
fhorten’d his precious Life.

But to return, at laft this Matter was
brought before the Houfe of Commons, and a
Committee appointed to examine what was
the Reafon of this Treatment of the Sea-
men, and indeed they did find, that ’twas
not for want of Money to pay them, but
the Clerks that kept the Keys of the Mo-
ney Box chanc’d to be out of the way. In
fhort, fome frivolous or ridiculows Excufe
was made, and fo it dropt.

I will conclude this Head with two or

T
three Inftances, to fhow in part the Ways"J::f’d:z’f:r
and Means how the Chigf Officers of the®*® OF
Navy purchafe fuch great Eftates, as moft Navy get
of them have, out of the Ruizs of the Pub- Haics

lick.

There was a Store-keeper at Port(month
amongft many other Rogueries, méltions"
and proves this one Particular, which no
doubt have been more than once repeated
in that Yard, and others. A parcel of Hemp
and other Stores, which upon a ‘Szzmeywa;
caft as unferviceable, and fo expos’d to Sale
by Ixch of Candle; but every thing being
order’d according to Art, to carry on the
Cheat, their own Tools were ready to buy
it ‘which was done for about a Hundred

i | Ponnd;
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Poxnd ; but the very fame individual Goods, . |

in a very few Weeks time, were afterwards
fold to the King for above Three Thoufand
Ponnds. o o

Another Inftance is in their [candalons
Contracts, which is, and have ever been a
rare Perquifite. They made a Contract
with a certain Perf{on for the Repair of Porzf~
month ‘Dock, and a great Officer of the Navy,
whofe proper Bufinefs was to be moft con-
cern’d in making fuch Contracts, told the
Perfon, that all Men muft live by their

- Places, and therefore ’twas ufual in fuch

Cafes to prefent a pair of Gloves ; and the

- Man knowing it to be true, gave him Five

- Hundred Guineas, which he thought was

o pretry well, but a Fortnight or three Weeks

- after he wanted Three Hundred more ; the

any 'deale_r in thefe Goods wou’d Qifcrgtl}e

s Undertaker told him ’twas impoffible for

him to give fo much for his good Will, be-

caufe the Profit of the Coztralt would not

bear it, and {o he fhou’d be a loofer, orin
danger of being undone by it; the Officer
told him, if his Contraét wou’d not bear
fuch large Prefents, he cou’d make it, and
order’d him to put a greater Price on his

Plenk, and ohor Maperials.  ‘Lhe Unter. . and enable them to grow Rich;, fo that paf’

- fing an Account, or other Bufinef§ in the
- Navy Office is much like a Chancery Suit,

taker ftartled at that, faying, that he had
put a very large Price already, and if he
fhou’d add to it >t wou’d be too barefac’d, for

fame
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fame Goods at a little more than half the

The Officer anfwerd,

that, for he, and two others which he
nam’d, rul’d the Board, and nothing was
ever queftion’d that they did. However,
the Contractor would not go his lengths, fo

Price, which was the ufual Rate fold to
- private Perfons.
. -That he was not to trouble his Head with

that they parted in Anger, not without -

Threatnings from the Officer, that he thou’d
repent his not complying with his Demands.
The Contralfor went to work, but was
made {o uneafy, by not making his Pay-
ments to him according to his Contraé?, and

yet fuing him for not performing Articles,

that perceiving they defign’d utterly to ruin
him, he very fairly difcover’d, and prov’d
the whole Villany. |

Of late Years they appointed a new Sort Clerk of
-of Officer, call’d Clevk of the Petitions, for,
by the way, the Officers depending on our
- Navy are about ten Times as many as the
- French or ‘Dutch ufe, and yet our Fleet is
. not the tenth Part fo well regulated ; and
 as thefe Officers multiply, they multiply Me-

thods, Ways and Means to {upport them,

and fhall as long lie by the Walls, except,

like that, “tis well paid for before it can be

* difpachit.

J

the Petits-
ons.
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Proofs are mention’d at large, "viz.

Juftice perverted, &c. by My, Crosfield, Books ang
with [everal other of his Books. Pamphiets
this way to the Board, and tho’ they bave . Mr. Hoar’s Complaint of the eAbufes in f,bz,‘:,"fifﬁ;d
not yet got an At of Parliament to prohibit . the Victualling. Bafton’s Cafe. | '

: Corrupti-
all Perfons from making ufe of a Friewd, or = oA ‘Dialogue between a modern Courtier, o inths
writing their Petitions themfelves, yet they

46 Hardfbips of our Seamen.

difpacht. This Clerk of the Petitions, for-

footh, is to draw all Peoples Petitions who
have Money, that make any Application

> Navy and

who do fo, their Bufinefs fhall go very
heavily on; befides, ’tis to this Clerk they

muft apply for an Anfwer, and if the Peti-
¢ion be not of his own drawing, (which is |
ufually very fhort, without much regardto
‘the Matter, which fometimes cannot poffi-
bly be contain’d in three or four Lines, the |

ufual Form, or Length they confine them-

felves to, becaufe they have a multitude of

them on their Hands at a time) they fhall

at all, befides the Advantage of prying into

Peoples Bufinefs, and managing Mat- _ i
ters aceord ’ & g'  to defcend to all Particulars, which wou’d

ters accordingly. | .
In fhort, the late Clerk of the Petitions,

from the meaneft beginning hasnow a great
Effate, and the prefent in a fair way of get-
“ting one alfo: No doubt of it, thefe Places,
or fuch like, are farm’d of fomebody on

‘wvaluable Confiderations.

Ifany one will be at the Pains to fee more
particular, or Jarger Proofs of the Abufes of | .
| ders, for want of Encouragement, haverun

Pamphlets, where all the Affidavits and
| o | Proofs

the Seamern, muft read thefe following

. and an boneft Gentleman, By the [ume An-yigant,
o thor. -

- My. Everet, a Shipwright, bis Book.
Mr. Trevor, formerly Store-keeper at

Portfmouth, and many others. o
If the Sailor had his full Wages, and duly

é paid, ’tis little enough for him and his Fa-
- mily, confidering the Service he does his
. Country.

But I appeal to the Szilrs, and
all Mankind that know their Circumftan-

. ces, how they have been us’d in all Re-
have but a very indifferent Anfwer, ifany

{pelts, as to Vittuals, Wages, and all

. Things relating to them.

>T'is not the Intent of this little Book

| be endlefs, and {well it to an immenfe

Bulk; befides, it has been done before,
and prov’d a hundred Times over, and be-
lieve moft Men are well enough appriz’d
of it; but if our Nation is not, other Ngz-
¢ions who have got fo many of our Ses-
men in_their Service, know it perfeftly
well. Thefe, and many of our S$hip-Buil-

to them, taught them the Ar¢ of Building
Ships
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 Ships of War, and then helping to fight

. Move }S'}ea- them againft their own Country; befides, -

men loff 3¢jg Beljev’d: there has been many more Sea- 10,
L ' ~ 1 to the Wa . )

f men died for want of due Care taken of | > wages and Victuals,

of due Care ! , ” Oob

zaken of them, and ill Ufage, than were killed in

I have heard many of them profefs,

ov want

them, than v3s
werekilled LIS

in Fight. that Algier Slavery was as tolerable as the | f.g¢ never {o lon
Ufage they have met with in their Coun- ' except they .havg’
try’s Service. Qur Sailors are Englifh Men, | which is the oﬁ'iy prevailing Argument

~and certainly deferve the valuable Bleffings
of Liberty and Property, as well as any of
their Fellow Subjelts; but how much they
enjoy that, when they are forc’d into a Ser-

~vice againft their Wills, which deftroys | fary People, or rathier Men, of abfolut

cﬁiﬁz@ty for the Happinefs of thefe Kip.g;

them, when if at Liberty, are able to get
their Bread, not only in their own Country,

‘but moft other Nations in the World ; let -

any one judge? Certainly they are rational
Creatures, and do not make all thefe Com-
plaints without any caufe.

Sail the Ship, fometimes better than his
Officer, can alfo tell when he is paid his
‘'Wages, or whether he has his due in that

i
i

and Viftuals. There were fome of our Cap-

tains who were good Sailors, and kind to |

the Men, never had Occafion to prefs a
- Man; and thofe Officers always did moft
Service, and took moft Prizes.

es. If the Seq- |

men had exa& Juftice, the Nation’s Ser- !

vice is to be preferr’d before any Service |
» e an, x

i am neither fway’d by

, T ardently court Truth : and (6T rus o e heft of 15
- "T'he Sailor that knows how to fight, and | oourt Lruth; and if I make any g o b

" not of my Mind : Therefore notwichitand.
| ing all the Severity, “or [ 1s £
110 this Book, I fhall not
|Pick as to imake it my whole Bufinefs

B Hc{rdﬂzps"of our Seawien;

at Sea in the World ; but ’tis_not without

great Reafon the Seamen fo deteft it ; for

befides the Wrong done them in velation

L0t ls; the Tyranny
exercis’d over them on Board-Ship yb'y' up}i .
g]a;'t HCQmmanders, and the little Hopes

.~ the ver t referr’

they Have ever to‘belpzrefc;nv’d,ﬂ let thetn

or merit ever {o much,

great Friends; or fhat

49

%‘ow‘.a}-days, Money, both which the poor
| Yarr 1s rdrely |

arr 18 rdarely furnifh’d with. T moft hof
e tedious; but thefe are buc finall hints
of the Sufferings of thofe more than necef>

P I beg my Readet to believe, I write tiei- 75 4z
 ther as a Malecontent, nor a Flatterer ;T Lo wites
oo & LHALICICr 5 L viat.
Terror nor Reward, 54 thé
y OV

s ledge:

Miftake, ’tis an Hrror of my Judgmient
bold Truths found
be fo fower a Cri-

to find fault without doing Juftice; and

|giving due Praife where I have a handle

for it; for I hope if I live fone time,; and
ever write again, I fhall have a more plea-
fant Task; and infinitely more agreeable ta
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me, which is to congratulate wu_h. my | I\ny,l?u,m»ble :O}pinio_n is, that if the Sea- To make
Countrymen, the Redrefs of moft, if not | i ten’s Tickets, and if poffible all Navy e 5.
all thefe Grievances; the Profperity and | Bills, were made ready Money; ds Exche- kots and .
Flourifhing 'Conditio_n of -.th,e .Natlor_l s .;Q'Z{E}"S';ZBI‘”I,' it wou’d be a mighty Encouy- Navy Bills
which I have great Reafon to believe will ragement for the poor ‘Sailor, “and his Fa- % .
be the Effes of his Majefty’s Happy Go- | nily, becaufe tis the beft Pay-in the World,*
vernment, becaufe, ‘notwithftanding the A‘,deﬁroys;v Ticket-Buying ; and. faves the
dangerous Ferment, or .Rebelllon?.whlch .« Government a vaft deal for paying Bills
tool up fo much ‘Time of our Legiflatare,  only in Courfe, or rather Partially, makes
yet many Evils have been redrefs’d fince .the»-CQ_n_tra&.or;.hold up the Price of Goods; -

{Inis Book was begun to be writ, particular-  for when there is no Difeount upon the Bills,

ly in relation to our Seamez, fome Laws are | | the Government wou’d have all Things at -
made for their Advantage: They are bet-| | the beft hangi_, whereas it gets nothing now
ter paid ; the Difcount upon their Tickets|  but great Difadvantages by thefe Delays i

 and Bills is very much leflen’d to what it) | ‘Payments, and no Profit is reap’d by it, buit
was. There is a worthy Set of Gentle-||'by:a parcel of Rogues who live- upon the
" men now at the Admiralty Board, with ai | Ruins of the poor 8zilor, and the Diftreffes
noble Peer at the Head of them, which {of2be Publick. =7~
" {hook France in the great Defeat at Sea he | ‘But after all, there is no Cure for thefe wii of 4
" gave them at La Hogue ; befides, the Ser- Byils; or. the like, without a Publick Spirig Lublick.
Bice he did his Country, by his excellent! | can. in fome Medfure be reftor’d to this f,"Z;tcﬂijé
Conduk in the Mediterranean; and tthleet g ngfc.iom,-,.andtsbm‘ugh;ﬁ more in Fa{hiom of all ot
never was fo Formidable, or fo Terrible to| ,~§l}a{1,. it has been of late Vears'; the want of tM isfor-
our Enemies, as under his Management, Wwhich is the trie Caufle of all our Misfore
In fhort, the feope of this Book, isin onel | tunes, forto fuch a Degencracy the Age is
Part to fhow the Difternpers we have la- , ifal_lcn; that he is laugh’d ac and ridical’d
bour’d under; and in the other Part, what r'-:WhO’;.preaoch'ss Jitup. . We dre generally -
we ftill labour under, without the leaft De- | tickl'd with ‘fine -worded Harangues, A-
- fign, or Ininuation againft the prefcnt‘Adé ::'-:fnufemems on foolith and indifferent Sub.
‘miniftration, from whom only, under Gody | jects, and Things, but who is fo Honeft and
“we can hope for the redrefs of thefe Evils. || bold that dares fpeak out, and appear bare-

My | o2 - hacdd
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fac’d in the Caufe of his Country againft {o
formidable a Party, who he muit of necefli- |
ty Oppofe, and whofe Views are to build -
their Fortunes on its Ruin. ’Tis almoft |
become a common Proverb, that Kizgs are
born to be cheated ; that *tis at moft but a
venial Sin ; and to make ufe of all Opportu-
nities, if you have a Poft, to plunder the
Publick, and get an Eftate, is counted good - |
Policy, and he is look’d upon-as a Fool who
fcruplesit. .
1 have often heard this hellifh Principle;
juftify’d in many Companies, and any one
that held the contrary laugh’d at, and told
he was never born to be Rich ; that much
good may do him with his Religion, and|
mufty Morals, which wou’d be fo far from
keeping him a Coach, that *twou’d hardly|
buy him a Dinner; but the worthy Gen-
tlemen before mention’d had fomething| |

- more {ubftantial to truft to: So when thefe|
Wretches have damn’d, or difpatch’d out
of the World all Honefty, Virtue, and the
very Notions of it, they go farther to dif~
courage all Art and Ingenuity, but the
nifts the Art of Cheating; for there is no Nati
leaf.enceu- on under Heaven ftarves fo many Ingeni-
Efgxand ous Men as England, which is a.Nation of
of any Ne-all others beft able to cherifh them; for||
sl when Avarice and Corruption are got into
Power, to plead Merit, long Service, and|

- Honefly, is made a mere Jeft; the Quefti-

{the Sale of Offces

Buy thofe Places which

|.ving Men.

Ho |1
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on is, what Money have you br P

Thus a Fool, and unqualify’g Perfo%u%zté S:lin

a Place, and a Knave fells it, and he thz}:t Places s
fells it is bound to fupport the Buyer in it

let him be never fo great a Knave, or unfic

for it, for fear he fhowd tell Tales, and de-

mand his Money again ; and he that has

given Money for a Place, concludes he ma

do what he pleafes, and take all Ad vantagesy,

-, good or bad, to get up his Purchafe M

i and to make what Profit he car s Erge
Hloymanee rbar 1t he can of his Em-
. guery, the Publick is moft wretchedly a.
- bus’d, which is the Fruits of Selling %’1:-

between Ignorance and Ro-

ces,
I will here give the Opinion, or Juds
ment of the Ancient Wi o
Selling of Places, > sbout Buying and
. We find that this Maxim,
Pillars, - fupported the moft
and Vi&orious Cities in the

like Qolqen The Sale
Flourifhin 01; Offices
World, Thaz t5e47eat-
is the greateft Wron Dt
. N . b
and Affront that can be offer’d to a C ohf 0 a”fim‘; ‘

ffe
monwealth ; and that Money ought nor g0 "™

may, nay, ought

0 be the Reward of Virtue ; for Cove-

toufnefs is fo pernicious a Weed, that it

choaks and over-runs the Merits of defer-

) meg

The



Selling of Places.

The Athes  The Athenians, while any Honefty re- |

ii;fesdi?d ‘main’d among them, pofitively forbid, and

monians continually declaim’d againft fuch Practi-
33’7’;;3"‘5 ces as difhonourable; €5c. o
whilf they  Lhe Lacedemonians, a People the ‘moft
jeshid it.” {reicly Virtuous of all others, by obferving
* the juft Laws of Lycargns againft it, con-
tinued an Hippy People for Eight Hun-
dred Yedrs, whilft they being govern’d by
Hxperience from their Neighbour’s Fate,
counted the Sale of Offices, and taking
Bribes, to be utterly deftrutive to moral
Yionefty, and the fundamental Rules of
sood Policy; of which Truth, atlaft, they
themfelves became miferable Inftances. A'f"}
ver dgis and Lyfarder had filled the City
- with Riches, whence laxing the Reins of

tri€k Virrue and’ Juftice, and indulging|

. Senfuality, the remifnefs” of their Magi-
By 115
peymifion
caufed
their Ruin
nnd Dé'

~natural Conlequence of Pufchaﬁﬂ_g' Qf, Pl ar
es, and taking Bribes, is Oppreflion, and

of Oppreffion comes Strife, and Ruin is its|.

conftant Atteﬁdatﬁi; R
 The Romar Government, when it ap-
sear’d in its greateft Beauty, and mof

Ry

flrates either permitted, or over-look’d the|
Tnirodu&ion: of thofe villanous Pratices|
which had been the utter Ruin of their|
Meighbours, and concluded in the total A-
fradtion polition of all their former Honour and Li- -

flourifh-}

Selling of Places.

flourifhing Condition, feverely fined and
punifh’d thofe who fought Offices by Bribe~
rv ar Favours, or took upon themfelves Em-
ployments, for the Difcharge of which they
fhould not appear meritorioufly Capable.
And it’s Remarkable, that then fome vitia-

‘ted Men of the Republick were fowing

the Seeds of future inteftine Diflentions,

and laying the Foundations of her Ruin and
Calamities, when fhe brook’d fo patiently =~
the farcaftick Scoff of Fugurth, That allThe [ame
Things at Rome were to be bad for Zﬂo;ze)f,_gj’fkgff %
*Twas then (not this prefent Papiftical mansupon-
Rome, which fells Heaven and Earth, but) 2”5 f‘”’if
old Heathen Rome, whofe victorious Eagles Feoute
had raifed themfelvestoan unequal’d height,

and difplay’d their extenfive Wings over all

the known World ; who by the immoveable

Juftice and Integrity of her Taws, and Ex-

-altnefs of her Policies, obliged more Nati-

ons to acknowledge her Sovereignty, and
importune her Friendfhip, than were fub-
du’d by the Threats and Menaces of the
proudeft Monarchy, till through the Vice,
Folly, and viperous Treachery of her Ma- -
giftrates, negle&ting their Duty, dwind-
ling by Degrees from her former Excellence,
fhe became fo enfeebled by her daily Cov-
ruptions, that fhe, whofe Virtues had once
made her Miftrefs of the World, had not =
Powerenough left toconquer herown Vices.

o E 4 Their

R )
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Their Hiftorians affign the Reafon, viz. -

They made Fuftice [ubfervient to Covetonfnefs,
and Virtue @ Jalking Horfe to Extortion. And
they who but nibled at the Margin of Hifto-
ry, know that the unreproved, and unre-
ffrained diffolutenefs of their Manners, was
the original Ground of all their Inteftine
Aud gave Convulfions and Difordeérs, giving thereby

Opporti- Opportunity to Pompey and Cafar, &c. who
qity to '
Pompey : , !
snd Catar fo0th’d, and brought the People into the ap-

10 enflave sroving of their being preferred, which
them. ~ . . . e
$%%  \when done, their Sun-fhine refrefhing thofe
below, ftrenpthned their Parties, foas Ne-
mine Contradicente, they paffed what Votes
they

taking away the meaneft Subjets Rights

and Liberties, and fuffering a Thoufand
Calamities, Rapines, Murders, and other |
Enormities from the Perfons of their Empe-
- vors, and wicked Parafites, which fodifpi- |
rited the People, that it was an inlet to
| ling of Places, was fo hated, even by the ndSaleof

the Goths and Vawdals to invade them,

which terminated in the irrecoverable,and ,

entire extin&tion of the Glory and Great- | fud
- . been a very unjuft Punifhment, if he before fians-

‘had fold him his Place ; much more had it

nefs of that famous Empire.

" If Rome, which was provided with fo
‘many Hundred Counfellors of State, and '
‘had fo many Thoufands of Citizens that
lov’d their Liberties, was not able to pre-

ferve

to gratifie their Ambition by Briberies, 650,

they pleafed, even that for the perpetual
Ditatorfhip, to the depreffion of Virtue,and

Selling of Places. 57
ferve her Freedom, when once Places were
fet to Sale, and Bribery encourag’d, then .-
how can we expel a milder Fate, fince it
is amongft us not only conniv’d at, but pro-
moted ? Efpecially in the City, Army, and
Law, if not at Court, and in all the Offices
in general. . o ‘
‘Property, the Twin-Brother to Self:Pre-
fervation, in all Ages hath been contefted
for. At Rome the Patricii could not keep
the People quiet, till they yielded to have
their Tribunes to be confulted with before
any Laws were made, leaft their Properties
fhould be invaded ; and whilft they pre-
{ferv’d, and retain’d that Liberty, the Em- |
pire gour@fﬁ’dil but when once they had the
arted with that Property (their nativej i,
Right) bribed by the Barsich. Srown Putri
Rich by the Eaftern Conqueft, they foon?%? »ith
became Vaflals to their ambitious Gover-;ffgefmu
nors, and bowed the Knee to the Images®- by
they themfelves had fet up. fav'd

‘The pernicious Vices of Bribery, and fel- &yiper,

Perfian Cambyfes, that he flea’d one of his ﬂ‘,‘,ﬁ-}’},’ﬁ“‘

Judges for it ; but certainly it wou’d have?y shepes-

been farmed to him at a rack’d Rent : But
tho’ the Father was flea’d, yet Cambyfes
gave his Son his Employ, with Orders for

L | | his

them en~




Complaints of Frauds generally flifled.
his Father’s Skin to be the covering of his’
Cufhion, to terrific him from the like Of-
fence. -

But as this Evil is become fo Cuftomary,
andall the feeble Remedies hitherto apply’d
render’d ineffe€ual, the Sin, like other vi-
cious Habits, is hardly thought a Crime,
and few concern’d at the difmal Confequen-

“ces that attend this, or any Government
by it. But I fhall enlarge a little on one
Particular which I conceive naturally ac-
crues from this fcandalous Management;
that is, as the Buyer and Seller may both
be very well intitled to the Attributes of

: Complaint s Uf:\F rauds gencrally flifled. | .59

World may fee what -a Condition We are
in, ‘and what may be the fatal Confequen-
ces of continuing in it. This will be a large
Book, and has coft great Time and Ex-
pence, but may be of infinite Benefit to the
Publick. But what I affert at prefent can-
not be deny’d, even by the Criminals them-
felves, tho’ with a falvo of their own Inno-
cency ; and the Bufinefs of this fmall Trea-
tife is only to touch on Generals, which all
Mzankind agree in, tho’ every ane does not
think on, or call often to mind the fad
Cafe his Country is reduc’d to by thefe
Corruptions, which, like a Gangreen, may

. ¢omplaints Fool and Knave, fo when any Complaints
generally gre made of the Publick being abus’d and
jbﬁgdn . ' . .
’ cheated, fuch Complaints are generally fti-
fled, and the Informers ruin’d. This is {o
‘notorious, that no Nation under Heaven,

or Age fince the Creation, can fhew the

like for Number and Quality, as may be

turn to a Mortification. The Gazettes, 13, Ga-
for thefe many Years, are fill’d with Axoni- zette bas
wous Letters to the great Officers, offering &l
dife Iy 2l Fraud . l}fAdv_er-
ta difcover feveral Frauds and Abufes, and ¢ifements
in return they are promis’d due Prote&ion % Fauds
and Encouragement ; now it wou’d be ve—?:;. v

ry fatisfattory to moft People, efpecially

i L e ey

produc’d amongft Us, if We look no longer
back than fince the Reftoration; and more |
slentiful Inftances fince the Revolution, for |
then they thickned upon Us. Torelate all |
the Particulars wou’d fill a Volume as big

- thofe who have any Value for their Coun-

try, to know what has been done, ‘or dif-

- cover’d for the Benefit of the Publick, and

how the Difcoverer has been rewarded, for
the Encouragement of others to be vigilant

in watching for the general Good; and e bear of .

] .Wha,t iK’n"aves‘ have been made Examples of,;j‘,f, A
< : 1008, 1n turn’d out, or punifh’d any way, but not.bave been |
Qﬁices and  Employments, wherein the | withftanding fo many Hundred Advertife-tvnilt
Factsand Proofs willall belaid open, rhatdll(ei | ments, there is a profound Silence kept asé’,ﬁ;’;if" i
o - worldp T o
| : 110 4

i
i
., . {

as the Book of Martyrs ; but Iam certain- |
ly inform’d that a Gentleman is upon this
worlk of our univerfal Corruptions, in all |

{
|
o
i
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6o Compia;nts of Frauds gencmlly ftifled.

to Proceedings, except by thofe People who

have been ruin’d, inftead of rewarded, for

the Service they intended the Nation, by

not only difcovering, but proving the
Cheats, and clandeftine Management in

But many moft of the Offices. 'There are many fla-
Pﬂff;ii"“ , Brant Inftances of Perfons that have ven-
nindwho cud, and fpent the beft part of their Life,
wought all their Subftance, in the Service of their
thefe Om- Country ; particularly in deteting Rogues,
and Villanies of the deepeft die, and have
prov’d all by Oaths of Perfons of undoubted
Credit, as clear as the Sun, and after all
have been ruin’d, and aimoft ftarv’d to
Death. Thefe are Fafts which are very
aftonifhing, but they are true; and tho’
many are dead, there are feveral living
witnefles {till to produce; fo that ’tis come
toa Proverb, That if any one defigns to
give Information of Frauds, or Abufes of
the Publick, heis told by them who have
{ad Experience of it, that he runs upon the
oint of a Sword; as if a Confederacy,
“or thorough Combination was enter’d in-
1o by thofe in Offices, to ftand by one a-
nother, againft all thofe who they call In-
- formers, as being a Power more than fuffi-
cient to crufh and extirpate thefe poor A-
nimals, that fo they might make a Prey of
the Publick without Interruption or. Con-
“troul ; and this is Fa&, that their Strength

: | | has
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has been fo Formidable, thatwhena Mif-
management has gone fo high as to be prov’d
before the Houfe of Lords, and their Lord-
fhips been convinc’d of the Evil attending
it, and have made an Addrefs according-
ly, humbly begging their Prince to remedy
it ; yet notwithftanding all this, their In-
tereft has been fo great, as, that inftead of
being turn’d out, and punifh’d, the Crimi-
nals have been continu’d in their Pofts, and
carry’d on the fame Trade.
they have againft Encouragement of Infor- ?ion a-
mations againft Men of Figure, or in Pofts, 45
that ’twou’d give an Interruption to all Infor'fn:zgz*-
manner of Bufinefs, to hear frivolous Com- 9%
plaints, and the Government wou’d find i
hard to get Men of Parts on thefe Conditi-
ons to ferve. But are all Informations that 4ufwerd.
have been, or may be brought, frivolous?
Certainly an upright way of judging, and
adminiftring Juftice, might be found out
In this Cafe, as well as in others; and
twou’d  be no hard Matter to diftinguifh,
whether 2 Complaint was prov’d, and juft,
from one that was malicious, vexatious,
or frivolous, Let there: be more Severity

‘us’d in both Cafes, and the malicious Infor-
mer punifht, as well as the Criminal in-

form’d againft, if prov’d fo. 1have heard, f};”glcu?‘“
CO~ |

that that Excellent Prince, the Czar of vys se- |
Mafeovy, is fo exa& in this Point, that the thodintia!
- meaneft /% '

3
4
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' megle@ted. made great and beneficial Difcoveries forthc;
” ‘Advantage of the Nation, and a'N cgle&g

ST ; of |
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meancft Subje& in his Dominions may comi- . |

plain againft the greateft Peer of his Realm;
and if his Courts of Judicature delays, or

denies Juftice, he may appeal to the Czar’s

own Perfon, and none dares hinder his Ac-
cefs, where he fhall be certain of {peedy
and impartial Juftice. ”Tis not to be fup-
pos’d, the Czar is fond of impertinent Com-
plaints ; undoubtedly, by this Method he is
troubled with very few, becaufe theTerror
of his Juftice is fuch, that his Officers ven-
ture not to Cheat, or Opprefs, any of his
Subjedls, as defpairing of any Pardon, or
Connivance from a Prizce, that in thofe
Cafes is no refpefter of Perfons: But our
Cafe is, that our good Kjngs have feldom
‘Power enough, but our bad Prixces always
complimented with too much. *Tis very

' ces of publick fpirited Men amongft Us; '

i‘ generous Lovers- of their Country, more
than their private fordid Gain, thowdbefo |
“miferably difcountenanc’d and negleted;,
- as to want Bread ; ’tis in the Words of our
- prefent Gracious Soveraigz (tho’upon anos |

“ther Occafionyboth Unjuft and Ungrateful.

uefalPo-  There is anothier great Stupidity feignsin |
this Nation, if it deferves not acworfe Term; |

that is a flight of thofe Perfons who have

 Ufeful ‘Diﬁ'overiw neglelted,
of thofe Difcoveries. Columbus firft offer’d
the Difcovery of the Weft-Indies to Ezg-

land 5 and I am credibly inform’d; no lon- -

ger ago than the Jate Queen’s Reign, a
Perfon made a Difcovery to the Lord of Ox-
ford, then Lord-High-T reafurer, of fome ve-
ry rich Gold Mines on the Continent, near
Brazile, but not under the Claim of the

| Portugueze, or any other Prince, and that
- ’twds: free for Us, or any other Nation
i that firft feiz’d it to Claim it in Propriety ; -
 but this poor Man lay waiting, and feeding

upon-fine Promifés for two or three Years,

- till'he had been ftarv’d to Deidth, - if a Gen.
- tleman-of my Acquaintance had not reliev’d
. him : But at laft the Portagneze got:Notice
. ofit, and have taken Poffeffion of the Place, .
. and ’tis Farm’d of the Crown at a vaft Sum -

Melancholly, to confider thofe few Inftan- B =

>

yearly, - '

63

Tis the ufual Way When any ilngeﬁious o

Man that has taken Pains,and ftudied fome-
thing very advantagious to his Country,
when he has apply’d to a Courtier, either
the Project is rejected, which moft are that
tends to a general Benefit; or if lik’d, the

- honeft Courtier praifes the Projeitor,- and

tells him -that he fees now, how Wits can
jump together, for’twas his own Thoughts
{fome time fince, but he ismightily confirm’d

. in the Ufefiilnefs of it, by the Approbation
of fo-Ingenious a Man; and fo the poor.

Gen-

BN e M av L o e s



Our p'r‘efént Ca?’mptiom da%gera‘fws‘.

Gentleman who was big with ExpeQtati- |

on that he had rais’d his Fortune, by pro-
jecting at great Cofts and Pains a Method
to ferve his Country, Iis fobb’d off with a

- Grin and Compliment ; and if his Project is

-Our pre-

Jent _COT'

TUPLIONS.

very dan-
gerows,

ut in praltice, ’tis ftudied how to make it |
~fubfervient to the Courtier’s Intereft, and |’

not to the Publick,

I repeat it once more, that I wowd not -

be mifunderftood I infinuate any Thing
throughout this whole Book againft Perfons
in the prefent Adminiftration, Ihope; and
believe better from them ; but if this Male-

Adminiftration has not formerly been, and

that very lately, I believe almoft the whole
Nation is miftaken, as well as- my {elfi
Companies, Projectors, Stock-jobbers, ‘and
knavifh Lawyers, like a Leprofy, ftick clofe
to us ftill, and when We fhall have a Cure
God alone knows. God has undoubtedly
preferv’d Us from our Foreign Enemies, by
fending

Enemy to {ubdue, our own Corruptions ;
Ruin the greateft People in the World. -

I cannot but admire at the Thoughts of a
modern Author, who exprefles himfelf thus.

- in the moft fenfible Part, vis.

b P . : . : H . - N
tis nothing under Heaven, but this, can + of Parliament Men.

Corraptions in Eletions.
:‘ muft begin it by their Labours, as well
¢ as by their Weapons; they muft rouze

‘ from the Lethargy, and :pant after Im-

“ provements:" Till they refolve to do this,
“1n vain will they conquer; their'Ardor
“ will cool at the end of their Wars, and

“ they will give up the Fruits of their own

“ Vittories. In- fhort, the Arts of Peace
*“ and Induftry muft proceed ftep by ftep
“ with the Succefs of our Armies. . The
“ Works of our Citizens, and our Coun-

_— , . , -oul
- © trymen, our Fifhers, and our Miners,

* muft advance in Proportion to the reft of
“ our Triumphs, or Seas of Blood may be

« fpﬂt to no'purpofe.

A Nation may be cofnpar’d to 2 Bee-

. hive, the labouring -and induftrious People
 to the Bees, which except the Owner, or
- Governor of the Hive defends againft thofe
.. Drones, and Walfps, cal’d Stock-jobbers,
. Lawyers, &c. the Hive will yield him but

Us his prefent Majefty King very little Honey, and the Bees themielves

GEORG E, and now the Iate"Rébellion ‘ be ftarv’d and wafte away. o

‘isdown, yet we have the moft dangerous

6-;5

We have another Evil which touches Us Cormupri:

beg’d to Reprefent his County, City, or

! Borough, in the Houfe of Commons. ~The'

B Cafe

the Eletting ;’};2" E-
_ *Tis not halfa Cen- pyyjpy %
- tury ago, fince ’twas common for a wor- ment Meni
fh%’ Gentleman who was fam’d for his Pub-
 Tf ever the Englifh will be truly Mighty, | ick Spirit, -to be chofe in his Parlour, and
« pot in Difcourfe, but in Reality, they
B - % mufk |



‘66 .C'a*rmptz'am in Elelions.

afe is fo firangely alter’d, that now aGen- . |,
‘-geman fhall eghasllx{’c his Eftate, and fpgnd
vaft Sums to get to be eleted for a pitiful
Boraugh. Borough ; there muft be fome great My fte-
ry in this, but ’tis rarely for any good Mo-
tive; for if they have nothing in View but

Corruptions in the Lamw, 67
I will make fome Remarks on the Ma- Corvupti-
nagement of our Law. Here one has a large ons i tho
Ficld of Villanies to travel in. We boaft
We have the beft Laws in the World,
Magna Charta, and the Lord knows what,

purely the Service of their Country, ’tis a

“Place of Charge, and no manner of Profit,
fdflgghqin this %a,d Age, fo few are fond of; -
that inftead of giving Money to put them |

in a Capacity to do good to the Publick,
:gei'e is fgw L/}I,en to be found, tho’ of never
fo great Eftates, that will ferve without

round Salaries, if they have not ftrong In-
~ clinations to Perquifites alfo. The frequent
Orders of the Houfe againft Bribery and
Corruptions in Eletions, has had but lit-

tleeffe@, for moft People believe they. are and Indefeafible Right to Fufice, *tis their
CIICH - Fure Divino, but we are like the Romanifts,

the EleGors, which are generally of that | who make it very difficult for the Poor, and

fordid Temper, to fell their Votes, Birth- ' very cafy for the Rich to gain Heaven ; fo

ichts, and Country, for a fmall Sum, or ifa Man wants Money, of Confequence, he
rights, a Ys Y fhall want both Law and Fufice : At this

- to be remedied now (except it be by the Rate poor Men are in a miferable Cafe,

eafily evaded. But one great Fault lyes in

what is worfe, a Pot of Ale. ’T'is hardl

We: talk much of Liberty and Property,
and with Reafon claim it as our due, and
praife our Excellent Conftitution above all
others, and fo it is if we kept to it; bue

- all this is little more than a jingle of Words,

which have a delicate Sound, How We
enjoy thefe Blefings, the Lawyers, who
are our Guardians, and have the Cuftod

of this rich Patrimony, will no doubt give
- avery good Account of,
~ hard Words from the Tories, ’tis moft cep-

Toborrow a few

tain that all Men have a Divize, Hereditay ,

Remedied way of Balloting) fince Cuftom has fo ve n |
by Balloi~ riyeted it 'in the Nature of the People, . Earth. ~ o ) -
#  ~which neceffitates fome honeft Gentlemen -~ As Matters are carry’d in England by the Nogreatsy |
to make ufe of thofe Methods -to._keep‘é Lawyers, thereis no greater Tyranny un- Z?Z’:%”J’ .
out .others, who waou’d do lechgef 10 der the Sun, for,i;,nﬁead of being oppreft by Place than
~their Country. o - one ‘T'yrant, as in an abfolute Monar-chy,}n gn&
- o We have a Hundred Thoufand.  What un- #
L Fa2 fortunate

who have neither a Title to Heaven or




Corruptions in the Law.
fortunate Wretch amongft Us, that is fo mi-
{ferable as to'have no Money, can have the

68

Benefit of the T.aw as to the Recovery of his .

Right, or defending him{elfagainft Oppref-
fion? I will endeavour to illuftrate this by
two Cafes;and ifT am in a miftake for want
wittowr of underftanding the Law,orany other Parti-

f{;;‘;{’;;i‘ culars contain’d in this Tra&, I beg Pardon.
poffible for ]
any one toyup to. Town, and thro’ Malice, orany o-

Right, %% her Motive, be arrefted in the City ; nay, |
dsfend~ €ven by a Man that owes him Money, and |
]ér’g;{egp {hall be carried to one of the Coxnters, if he
prefion.  have not Two fubftantial Houfe-keepers,

Inhabirants of the City, fuch as the Ser-
jeants fhall approve of, to be his Bail: Now

We fuppofe this a very poor Man, that has.
- tion of the Law,

not a Shilling to help himfelf, nor any Ac-
quaintance, or Friend, within reach ; and
this will not be deny’d, is, and has been

ther Rogueries fuffer’d, and pra&is’d in the

Goal; and after lying fometime on the
Ground amongft Villains, and cover’d with
 Vermine, if he cannot Fee an Attorney to |
- ey,
+ muft ftand or fall by what the Lawyer does,
- it being totally put out of his Capacity to

N

~appear for him, he fhall have Judgment
- go againft him by Default, and {0 nail’d
“down with an Execution for ever; fome-

times if he does make a fhift to get an At-

The firft is of a Stranger that fhall come |
torney, and gets generally moft Bufinefs,

Corruptions in the Lamw.
torney, and he is a Knave, which few of
them are otherwife, no Argument but Mo- -
ney being capable to make them honeft
or mind their Client’s Bufinefs, ]udgmené«
fhall be obtain’d, and confequently Execu-
tion againft him, by Bribery, thro’ Conni-
vance, Neglett, and a Thoufand Tricks
daily pratis’d amongft them; and he is
accounted the cunningeft Solicitor, or Ar.
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who has the Reputation of underffanding
beft the kravifh E)’art of the Law, a ufual
Phrafe they have; and that Part of the -
Law is {o copious, takes up the Study of o
many of thefe Gentlemen, being infinitel
the moft profitable Part of it, that the ho.
neft fide of it, or the impartial Adminifira.
is-very little thought on, -

orrarely us’d.  Again, the Law is chiefly yeat pare

in Latin, a Tongue few underffand and of the Law
many poor Man’s Cafe; the firft Ufage he | f
meets with, is, that his Clothes are taken |
from his back for Garnifh Money, and o- |

fuch Latin too, that none but themfelyes i the La-
can conftrue ; this is mere Popery, for g VinTonguc,
they have their Prayers in the fame un-

. known Tongue, that the ignorant Wretch

knows not what he asks of God ; foa Man
that goes to Law muft of Neceflity whol-
ly truft to his Lawyers Honefty, and Abj.
to fet his-Cafe in a true Lighe, and

judge in his own Cafe, whither jt be fla.
‘ - F3 ted
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ted right or wrong; and {till to make it

more dark and myfterious, they have alfo
particular peculiar Hands, with many crabbed Abbre-

%m and Giations, with a DiGionary of hard Names,

with mamy unintelligible Jargon, Eternal, and endlefs
ﬁ%‘."”. Tautalogies ; writing fix words in a Line,
brevie . o d fifteen Lines in a Page, only to enhance -

Zions pecté=

Jiar 10 the the Charge, many fcores of Pages in a Bill,
Law, . or Anfwer, in Chancery, which fhall be :

which ft

P sene it compris’d in a Breviate of half a Sheet of
moreunin-Paper, and no Man fuffer’d, at leaft under

zelligitle
to the com-

other Inftrument,

Man is in danger of being

great Difcouragement, to plead in his own |
mon Peo- ‘Caufe, fo that all Men are totally at their
e, Mercy; and ifa Word in a Declaration, or
is omitted, mifplac’d,
or mif-fpelt,or wrongapply’d in pleading,a
ruin’d, at leaft
Cofts affign’d againft him, if he comes off -
" fo. 1In fhort, the Juftice, Equity, or Me-
rit of the Caufe is rarely confider’d, but that
is the fuccefsful Suit which is carry’d onac-
' cording to Military Stratagems, ‘Donblings,
Windings, Surprizes, Tricking, Catching at
all.Advantages. This went {o far formerly, |
that Men were worded, as well as {fwore
out of their Lives and Eftates. If a Law-
yer (hou’d make this Anfwer in cafeof fob
A&ions, that a Man may fummon the Plan- |
tiff before a Judge to fhew caufe of Ation; .
and if he does not, or cannot, the Perfon is
difcharg’d of Courfe; "but this makes no-

Thus if a poor working Man has a Debt of[ucing for

Money to profecute, and runs thro’ all the
Maszes and Labyrinths of our Courts, it fhall
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thing againft what 1 faid before, for ftill a
Man muft have Money to do this; and
without it T cannot fee any poflible ways.
to defend himfelf againft Oppreflion, as I
aflerted above,

The other Inftance, thata Man without
Money cannot recover his Right; allowing
the former, the latter will eafily be grant-
ed, for ifa Man has not Means, Money, or
Ability to defend himfelf, he is lefs capable
to make an Attack, and diflodge his Ene-
my. f «
In the Courfe of our Law there is no o dife
difference made between the fueing for the rence in
{malleft Sum and the greateft : the Profecu- zjlﬁi,ffﬂgj
tions are equally tedious and chargeable : berween
but Forty Shillings, which, tho’ but little o4 bum
in it felf, yet it'may be half as much as he and ke
is worth, for abundance of our poor People® 4"
by their indefatigable Induftry, and La- '
bour, fupport their Families with a ver
little Stock; and there is a Thoufand of
thefe Cafes for one of Confequence; yet
if the poor Man has to do with a rich
one, and he is refolv’d (as moft are) to
perplex, opprefs, or cheat the poor Man
of his Right, before he fhall have Juftice
done him, if he gets anv at all, and finds

F 4 cot
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coft him ten Times his Debt ; and if he re-
covers his principal Money, with Cofts of’
Suit, upon the Ballance of his Account, he
“Thall be out of Pocket ten Pound for the
Recovery - of the aforefaid Sum of Forty
Shillings. (for the Cofts that is allow’d falls

- very fhort of the Money a Man is out in
profecuting) befides the lofs of his timein

folliciting, more valuable than his Money,

running from one knavifh Attorney toano-
ther, attending Council, Offices, and other
Vexations not to be expreft. The Lawyers,

above ‘all other People, who much better
deferve, or earn their Money, having this
Privilege, or rather Afcendency over Man-
kind, that y
beg them to take your Money, and thank
them too; be mightily oblig’d to themifthey

pleafe to afford you a gracious Nod, or
Smile, for vouchfafing to plunder you, when
others are glad to have their Wages, or due,

you muft wait on them, and |

Corvuptions in the Law.

out Confcience is a very odd Law. We
know but of one Court in Heaven, where
We mutft all be try’d, without the Advan-
tage, or Vexation of removing it to ano-
ther. Thus the Letigious, when Sentence
is given againft them, tho’ never fo juftly,

“in one Court, fhall remove the Caufe to a-

nother; ger Things they call Injunitions
to ftop the Execution of Juftice, and fo per-
plex, and weary out the injur’d Perfon by
exceflive Trouble and Charge, and render

ineffe€ual all that has been done for his

Relief, except he has a potent Purfe to
wage an endlefs, or lingering War ; and if
he gets the Day at laft, he fhall fit down a
confiderable loofer, and had better been

contented with the lofs of his Right, which

had been the leaft Evil of the two. ’Tis
too much, for the narrow Compafs of this
Treatife, to particularize all the trouble-
fome Circumftances that attend Suits of
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for fetching. | this Nature, which wou’d very much ag-
Ow Fu-  The Adminiftration of our Juftice isdivi- ~~ gravate, lay open, and prove this Myftery
g;ffgi’_"“ ded between Lew and Egzity, of which we = of Iniquity ; let that be left to other Pens,
mween  have diftin€t Courts ; and’tis a Proverb a- +'who have more Knowledge, and better

Law and mongft Us, That a Man who makes the = vers’d in this Mafs of Wickednefs., But I
F4% Common Law his Confcience may be a - can think of but one Reafon for this vile
great Knave; and that rigid Juftice. may - Trade (which gratiﬁes fO much that hellifh
' Paflion of Revenge, a Vice We are very

become the greateft Injury. *Tis firange = | , ¢ are
one Court cannot be {ufficient for both thefe | ‘much prone.to by Nature) which is, that
there muft be a great many younger Bro-

- EndsofLaw, and Conftience; Law with-
R S e a e [ 'Ou‘t [ thers,
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Above two
Millions a

Year ex-
pended in
the Law.

C"or’mptims an the Law.

thers, and fuch like, provided for, and.

what is more feazable, than to breed them
up to the Prattife of the Law to raife their

Fortunes? And {o about Fifty Thoufand

muft be provided for this way, tho’ at the
Expence and Ruin of Three Millions. -

- I am fenfible the great Hazard Irun by =
this plainnefs, and perhaps I may beruin’d -
my felf for it; but is their any Caufe fo no-
ble to fufferin, asthat of Truthand Liber- .
ty, in Oppofition to Villany and Oppreffi-

on.

Millions a Year expended in the Law, and

if it goes on at the rate it has done, by mul- |

tiplying Villanies and Vexations, the Wealth
of the Nation will not at laft be fufficient to
fatisfie the voracious Appetite of the Law-

yers, Goalers, and their Dependants. If

a Man’s Horfe fteps into another Man’s
Field, tho’ not T'wo Pence Damage is done,

the Coft of the Law in fuing for the Tref-
pafs commonly amounts to about Thirty
"Pound. They fay there is a Record in Chan-
cery, that fhows, that two good Eftates

were {pent in a Difpute about a black Sheep

of one Man’, running into a Flock of
Sheep of another Man’s, ’Tis endlefs to
tell the aftonifhing Inftances of the Ruin
the Law has brought on Families for Trifles. |
Undoubtedly the Law was originally mafde

or |

*Tis thought that there is above Two |-

~ Corruptions an the Lamw.
tor the Peace and Prefeivation of Mankind,
but now ’tis in a great Meafure made ufe of
for their. Deftruction, giving great Encou-
ragement to wicked Men to execute their
Malice and Refentment, when they dare
not attempt any other way of lefs Certain-
ty and Safety ; for ’tis very common to hear
revengeful Spirits fay, I care not what it
cofts me {o I can ruin the Dog ; too fre-
quent, too many, and too {uccefsful are
fuch Inftances; fad itis, particularly to the
Poor, tolive in a Country that gives not a
fmall, but a more than ordinary Counte-

nance to fuch Violences and Oppreffion.

They tell us there isa Court of Conicience

~ereCted in Lozdon, for the eafy and cheap re-

covery of fmall Sums; bur this is but one,
and there are no more in Exgland that I
know of, and thisextends only to Freemen,
except the High Court of Chancery, or E-
quity, for that is the Grand Court of Con-
{cience; but as to the fpeedy, and cheap
Execution of Juftice there, let thofe who

have Experience fpeak to; I heartily pray

that no one that has not already, may ever
try it. Were all People of my Mind, the
Law fhou’d {peedily be curtail’d, and the
Lawyers reform’d, for no one in their Wits,
if I cou’d help it, {hou’d ever make ufe of

them, and then Ninety nine in a Hundred
wou’d foon'be turn’d a grazing, ‘or {ent to
e | feek
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feek honefter Employments, than as they

now make them. 1 know no Difference T

hardly ever had in my Life with any Perfon,
I cou’d not willingly put to Arbitration,
or fubmit to the Determination of honeft
Men, indifferently chofen; nay, more than
that, I have often, when I have met with
a litigious, or troublefome Perfon, proffer’d
to leave it to a Friend of their own choofing,
provided he was a Man that had a Chara-
&er for Probity, and {o fave both our Mo-
ney in our Pockets, that muft infallibly be
thrown away amongft the Lawyers ; and
‘when People have almoft ruin’d them{elves
by Law, they generally have recourfe to
that Remedy at laft, which they might as
well have done at firft, and {o {av’d all
their Expences. I do not pretend to pre-
fcribe my Method to all other Men.
There is an abfolute Neceflity to go to

"Law in fome Cafes, and fo that good
Book, The whole ‘Duty of Man, allows;

but it muft be under thofe Reftritions there
laid down. I only {peak of the horrible A-
bufe and Corruption of the Law; and if I
have not told Matter of Fact, I have faid
nothing, and blotted Paper to .no putpofe ;
but if T have, and the People of Exngland la-
‘bour under this grand Grievance-and Op-
preflion, efpecially the Poor, and midling

Sort, whoare Ten Thoufand to One of the

other
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other Sort, ’tis moft worthy the Notice
of thofe Gentlemen, and Great Men, who
fet up for Patriots, or elfe I do not under-
ftand the meaning of the Word, for other-
wife the noife and pretence of publick Good
is mere fham and grimace. o
- If a Man has but little Money, and his £ #un
Adverfary a potent Purfe, he fhall fpend tha has
what he has, and be ne’er the better. If ¢ t#e

_ IfMone can
his Pocket is {o fhallow that he can fee but mrverycarf-=

an indifferent Council, and with an indif Eg,f’;: |

ferent Fee, his Antagonift, that has plen- =

ty of Guineas to beftow on the Golden Coun-

cil, they fhall noife him and his Caufe out

of the Court. Our eminent Council, for

without them there’s nothing to be done,

can hardly open their Mouths under Three,

Four, or Five Guineas for a Fee ; and if the

Caufe is not try’d that Term, or put off but

for two or three Days, which is often their

Faults, being employ’d in other ‘Courts,

having .generally more Bufinefs than they

can well turn their Hands to, the Fee, or

Dofe, muft be repeated again and again, if

you intend to vefrefb their Memory to any

purpofe, tho’ they have your Breviate all

the while. 1have heard that in France, no

Council or Advocate feldom takes above a

French Crown for a Fee, but here the Coun-

cil’s Fees in fome fat and durable Caufes,.

wouw’d buy a moderate Eftate. *Tis thougl}]m
| the
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the Lawyers have purchas’d a fourth.Part

of the Lands of the Kingdom. When you

travel the Country, and fee a pleafant Seat,
’tis T'wo to One but it belongs to a Lawyer.
I heard an ancient Gentleman affirm, that
within his Memory there were but Six At-
torneys in all the County of Norfolk, and

now they are fo plentifully encreas’d, that
there is above Fifteen Hundred, befides So-

licitors , Petty-foggers, and Splitters of

 Caules. '

- The Inftance of People having the Bene
fit of the Law without Money, in the
Cafe of Forma Panperis, is a Thing not
worth anfwering ; for as few ever had Be-
nefit by it, {o ’tis rarely us’d, the Lawyers
not.caring to encourage fuch fort of Cufto-
mers. - R

Corruptions in the Law.
There is a neceflity that there fhould be
good Laws, and fo confequently there muft

be Lawyers to plead them, and put them in.

Execution, but as few of them as is poffi-
ble, for the Wealth and Profperity. of all
Nations depends upon the working People;

{o thofe Sort of People who neither Plow

nor Sow, except it be Difcord, ought to be
us’d very fparingly, and very few in num-
ber may ferve: The firft is like the. Silk-

 Worm, the laft the Caterpillar. Since the

vaft encreafe of our. Lawyers, our Laws

. have encreasd in Proportion, till they run
- Counter, and contradi® one another, for
- In fuch vaft Number of A&s of Parliament,

we are forc’d to have many explanatory
Adls, for ’tis Ten to One, if thev are not

79

: | - like voluminous Writers, liable to Contra-
#Cmpi- By a modeft Computation, thefe Gens dittions, and as Oldbam fays, :
sation of -’ Ayms of the Law, to be reckon’d from | =~ A T
he tum_the higheft to the loweft, may be computed | Where darken’d Equity is keps from. Light,
. yersin at a 1coooo Men; now allow thefe but | Under vafs R"‘?’m of Nmf&'”fe buried quite,
1 Englands Dyseooms Pay, one with anot}zier, whi{chh is | L o
~ Twenty Pound % Head, and very fhort u 12KES W OrK 1or the :
A.l'lowa};lce for a fﬁw;’zer,’. yet it amg’ums‘ to | brings great Grift to.their Mill, for as there is

Two Millions Sterling, which is no fmall /, hardly honeft Employment for the hundredch
Article in the National Account, for all | Partof them, the other Ninety nine muft

that’s more than neceffary, does the Devil - fuddy how to pick Holes, find Flaws, and

more Service than the People, and haftens | . puzzlethe Caufe, and fo many of them are

their Ruin. .~~~ = - got into the Houfe of Commons, who have

ST T - generally the Management of all the ‘Bgls,
L - ) that

But thxs makes Wotk for the Lawjeré, and

T hex;.e
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that *tis not to be doubted but great Carg
will be taken of the grand Concern of the

Nation, viz. Merchandize, Trade, and em- |

loying the Poor, or keeping them fo.
P oSyomge Caufes fhall Iaf’cpha{l;f an Age before
they be determin’d, becaufe of the difficul-
ty of interpreting right the Law, it being
fo hard to find the true meaning of fome
A&s of Parliament, but all this while, who
ever gets the better, or where-ever the Caufe
is decided or no, the Lawyers pillage both
Sides, and the longer the Suit, or more in-

fting if the Money is fo. ~Amongft other

“deep Policies of the late French King, and it

cannot be deny’d but he did in his Civil Ad-
miniftrations amongft his Subjefts, many
great and laudable A&ions worthy the Imi-
?ation of other Monarchs, reduc’d all the
Laws of France into two {mall ‘Volumes
that one might carry in ones Pocket, call’d,

~a Man’s Pocket that wou’d hold all our

‘Law Books muft be little lefs than Weft- |
minfler-ball. 'The Law in Framce began'to

be corrupted as ours is now, but thiS.prefcn.t
Regent is a ftopping the Lawyers in their

Carcer, curtailing the Law and Courts, |

reducing it to its primitive Pra&ife, to make

the Execution of Juftice fpeedy, cheap, and

eafy,

pafling Fines,
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eafy. Informer Times a Man might ford
very fmall Matter fell; and in half a Sheet

of Paper convey away a great Eftate; but

I have known an Eftate of Bbut Thirty
Pound 3’ Aunum, .
and learn’d Councils Fees;
&c. have come to a Hundred and Forty
Pounds, and the Deeds and Parchmients ajs

- moft as much as one cou’d carry, before it

~ cou’d be convey’d to the Purchafer accord-
| ing to miedern Law. I wonder what {hoi’d
] - be the Caufe of this mighty Difference; is it
tricate, the better for them, for ’tis everla- ~ becaufe We ate wifer; or better than our
 Anceftors.
. excellent Tutors,
. Wifdom, or Litigioufnefs

I muft confefs the Lawyers are
if you will take Craft for
and Tricking for

~Honefty. The Particulars of the infigite

. Numbery and variety

- numberlefs Families,
| - of Books, |
Code de Lewis des- Affair de Mere. Code |, ger in the World, or to Our Cotintry; a5
de Lewis de Affair de terre. But I believe | : »

- Tmall time; have fome

of Villanies pra&is’d
of poor People, and
wouwd fill a Cart-load
If any one is fo much a Stran-

by them, to the Ruin

not to know it, let him inquire of any one

that ever went to Law,and that moft Men -

in the Kingdom, that have liv’d here but a
i » time or other, and
feeif you can find one that fays he ever met
Wwithan honeft Lawyer, or af leaft was not
abominably abus’d, or does not grievoully
complain of the tedioufnefs and ¢ rargeable-
fefs of the Law. ’Tis the fad Fate of mia-

that the Writings; and

)
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‘ny poor Men, that when the Lawyers have |
got all their Money, they throw them into |
Prifon becaufe they have none. - |
- How is it poffible but that the Law muft |
be prodigious chargeable and oppreffive, |
_when Clerk’s, and other Places, are {old for
fuch vaft Sums, as Five Thoufand Pound, |.

‘and more given for one of them, whichre-| ¢ Mankind, live upon the Orphans, of

. 'The Law neceflitates T'ruft as Exec o
. Guardians Deéds of Truft, ecutors;

‘quires no other Qualification, or Duty, than |
writing ones Name ; and if you cannot do| :
‘that, you may have a Deputy to-do it for
you? This is levying a Tribute upon the|

Our Re-

wards and
Punifp-
ments un-.
equally di-
Jrributed.

C’or’mptiom_in the Law.

which will be fo heavy at laft, that they|.
muft fink under it, if not timely eas’d.

As our Rewards are very unequally di-
fiributed, {fo our Punifhments are as par-

lony without Benefit of the Clergy to pick| |

fo confequently Death, and yet moft grofs| |

will leave it to any Man’s Choice, which |
Injury he rather wou’d have done him, his.
Pocket pickt, rob’d on the Highway; orto
have a Perfon whom he hath intrufted with
his All, cheat and deceive him. .- To have

- Executors and Guardians rob Orphans,

plentiful Eftates, and turn them a ftarving| |

plunder thofe committed to their Charge of |

into| |

- Orphans, and Familjes
- got Pofleflion of the Eftate,
- his Hands, how hard
- confidering the wronged Perfon 1s ftript. of

tial. *Tis frange that it fhall bemade Fe-| 51 554 fo totally difabled to fue or cone’

 th e . 2
-and wilful Perjury lightly punifh’d; and| - lerefore there fhow’d
Breach of Truft hardly punifh’d at all. I

| Coriupiions in the Law, |
into the World; and if the injur’d Kive

. _the: injur’d have
Friends and Money (for without that there’s
no notice taken,
Crimes) to profecute thefe worft 6f Thieves;

~ the greateft Punifhment they can have by,
- our-Laws, isonly to faften them in the Fleet,'

or King’s Bench, where they will in {pite

cheated Perfon’s Eftate.

but when this Truft is betray’d, it ruing
; and he that ‘hag

it is to get it out,

- tend for his Right, which is difficule to get:

a Handkerchief out of a Man’s Pocket, and| | with. Money ,_ but hardly ever iwithon
 With M but. e ut,

-be fome Corporaly

- and fevere Punifhmient for this endrmous
- Crime of Breach of Truft. S

or. Remedy againft thofe

and a great ma~

'People with 2 Witeefs; the Burthen ol ny other Inftances which cannot be avoided;

or Money .in

- The Lord Chancellor;, Lord Chief fﬁtﬂz.,

| ¢esy Judges, and other worthy Lawyers:
- can’t help thefe Corruptions of the Law] é}g’f
they muft take; ]

. » and act by the Law as they
find it; and undoubredly they wowd temes
dy thefe, Abufes I here tcat of} if twas i
their Power: SRS :

G 2 Wit
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Whatever Conceit We may have of our
felves, and our Wifdom, God’s Laws are
not only the jufteft, but wifeft and beft,
and fuits all Countries and Ages, and what-
ever Laws of any Country derogates from
them, they are in the wrong, and will find
their Folly. God’s Laws never punifh’d
Theft with Death ; and no doubt of it bet-

ter Remedies, more proper, and juft Punifh- | el .
ments, might be found for that Offence, | 1UCH ke, IS a great difcouragement to Fo- |
- reigners to come to be naturaliz’d, in or-

- der to Purchafe amongft Us; for if our own
ableﬁ and cunningeft Lawyers have fre-
- quently been cheated themfelves, how {hall
- an illiterate Man in the Law, a Foreigner
- befafe? There is fo many Quirks, Villa
- nues, and Tricks, now practis’d in the Law,
have about you, o break your Houfe, of | befides the many Deeds upon Deeds, Fines
which all People ought to beon their Guard, | paffing, and endlefs Scrols and Offices to
- pafs, that no one knows when he has a
2 Perlon who I think is an honeft Man,and | Title, or wh<§n not, or whether ever he is

| {afe, or no, in the Poffeflion of an Eftate,
' Infinuations deludes me to fuch a Confi- | ©F that fome Flaw or other that he nor hjs
dence in him, as to intruft my All, or beft | Council never dreame of, might not be
part of my Subftance in his Hands; nay, | denrive hi .
what is more dear to me, my Wif, my | deprive him of his Eftate, yet it may put
Children, and all that is truly precious in

this Life, and he to betray and ruin me, of | !
¢ y 2 as | Y difputed and never reconciled,

I will draw one juft Parallel betweeh |

¥illain? Does any Morfal put common | OU Religion, and our Lew; what relates
e R ‘Thieves |

than fhedding the Criminal’s Blood, who
might repent, have it put out of his Power
of doing more Mifchief, do himfelf and his
Country Service. But is there any Pro-
portion between the Crime of a Man, that
to fupply his prefling Neceflities, ventures
his Life to furprize, or take only what you

as expecting no other Ufage from them, and

my Friend, who by his fair Promifes and

my Family, and fometimes fo craftily, as |
- 10 Law We have in being -will touch the |

Corruptions in the Law, .

- Thieves upon a ballance with fuch Rogues?
- And yet our Lawyers, or Law-makers, a-
~ mongft the Thoufand of A&s of Parlia-
- ments, have hitherto overlookt, or omit-
- ted todiftinguifh this higheft Pitch of Villa-
.y |

‘The want of due, and fevere puniﬂaing

| Perjury, Frauds, Cheats, clandeftine Mort.

gages, felling Eftates over and over, and

pickt in his Title; and if it do not totally

- him to a vaft Expence, For our Laws are
- #0w [0 Ambiguous, that they may be eternal-

G 3 to
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Corvuptions in the Law.
to the Sox/, and what to the Body.
- TheChriftian Religion lay feveral Ages
under Egyptian Darknefs of Popery, til

the Reformation ; but then the Priefts (as

our Lawyers do now) made a mighty Out-
cry, and Oppofition againft an Alteration of

a Religion of {o long ftanding, and the fet.
-tled Conftitution of the Church Eftablifh’d

by Law ; but ’twas anfwer’d, that notwith-

they that had alter’d, corrupted, and de-
parted from the true and ancient Conftituti-
on of the Church, nor fhou’d their long

continuance in this Error, {o dangerous to |

Souls, be admitted as a Plea, or Reafon,
vo remain fo for ever; for according to the
Proverb, Better mend late than never.
The fame Argument holds good alfo in re-
{peét to the prefent State of our Laws; We
have infring’d and broken our good old
Conftitution, and ’tis more than time to re-
turn to, and recoverit. . A Reformation in

any Regard is to be had to the Bodies of
Men ; otherwife, to call this an excellent
Conftitution, according to our prefent Ma-

™~ v -

vather wrong Name;

~ Corruptions in the Law.

‘The Corruption of our Law was later’
than the Corruption of our Religion. 'The-
vaft Number of Priefts, Friars, Monks,
Abbey-Lubbers, €5¢. bred out, fwarm’d,
and liv’d upon the Corruption of Religion,
as Infe&ts do upon a rotten Carcafs; and
fome Remains of this Filth- We have at
this Day, viz. the Ecclefiaftical Court, €5¢.

L ] . hat -l But when the Gofpel Light thin’d amongft
ftanding their pretended Antiquity, ’twas | '

Us, thefe Vermin, who were by a Calcu-

~ lation about 200000, werereduc’d to about
| 8000 Orthodox, benefic’d Clergy, and pro-
~ bably three Times that Number of inferior

ones. Thus the Lawyers, or thofe that

~live upon the Corruption of thz Law in’

Eugland, are more in Number than in all

- Earope befides, and ten Times more than
- are neceffary, which nine Parts are not on-
~ ly fuperfluous, but mifchievous, and a ve-
- 1y heavy Burthen upon the People, ‘and the
- greateft Nufance, or Grievance, the Nati-’
: ‘ ; - on now groans under.
the Law is of as abfolute Neceflity,asa Re- |
formation was formerly in the Church, if |

The Scriptures fay
the Laws are made to punifth Tranfgreflors,
but thefe Men encourage Tran{greflors,

. and Tranfgreflions, perpetually fetting -
~ Neighbours at’ Variance, without which
1, - diabolical Work they cannot live ; the very '
pagement, is no better than deceiving poor |, ' | 1 a2
~and unfortunate -People with anempty, or

reverfe of the Peace-Makers, to whom a’

Bleffing is annex’d. They Trade for the'
- Devil as well as themfelves, being infepa-
 rably join’d in one Caufe and Intereft toges-

G 4 ther,
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ther. IfI was to buy an Eftate, I wou'd
give more Money, the farther it lay from
the Neighbourhood of a Lawyer. Where
moft Lawyers are, there are moft Diffention
and Debate, and at laft moft Poverty. The
Law is fometimes, tho’ not always, begun
for Right, but feldom fails to be carry’d on
for Revenge. ‘They are in one Senfe much
worfe than the lazy Priefts bng:e fpoken of,
as the firft being paffive Rogues, the other
altive ones. o o

I will conclude this Head with fome Ob-
fervations on our Law, in relation to Debtor
and Creditor. Our Laws, in this Cafe, are
different from all other Nations, even from
that part of the Ifland call’d Scotland ; 1
mean in imprifoning, and detaining the Per-

{on of the Debror for ever, tho’ not worth

- one Farthing in the World, nor any ways

capable to make the leaft Satisfation to his
cruel Creditor.

are Chriftians, or fay the Lord’s Prayer,

- which is o diametrically oppofite to their

- Lord that forgave his Steward a great many

Praétice, and the vain Hopes of thofe Men,
to think they fhall be fav’d, when the Con-
dition of their Salvation depends upon this
very Point, Of forgiving their Debtors, as
they expett God will forgive their Debts,
Our Saviour enforces this, by a Parable of a

Té‘;

I wonder fuch fort of Cre- |
ditors hayve the Impudence to pretend they |
‘  Debtor,
- cruel Difpofition
~ had feldom lefs
- People under Arrefts at the fame time, and
~ ’tis_very common with thofe People call’d
- Tally-Men) truft Hand over
- they have broke, as depending that the Goal
- was an infallible Security for their Money,
- Which as infallibly deceives them, and as

P — e

Cafe 'of the poor Debtors.

Talents upon his pleading Infolvency, but
this wicked Steward, as foon as he went
out of his Prefence, forgot his Lord’s Cle-
mency, and threw his Fellow-Servant jn
Goal for a few Pence he ow’d him, tho’
he us’d the fame Plea of Poverty, and
begg’d Mercy ; which when his Iord heard

- of, he pronounc’d a juft Judgment on him
without Mercy, tothrow him into an e~

ternal Prifon.

There is one general Pretence for this Se.
confining the Bodies

verity of the Law in

of Men for Debts, that if it was otherwife,

it wou’d deftroy Credit, and People wou’d
- hot care how far they run in Debt.
- tainly there is Credit in
- and other Countries,
keepl Debtors, who have nothing to Pay, in
-~ Goal.
- Sort of Credit that is given upon Prefump-
| tion of throwing Men in Goal at Difcre-

Cer-
Holland, Frauce,
and yet they do not

But ’tis my mean Opinion, that thijs

tion, is as well ruinous to the Creditor as
I have known many Men of this,
(particularly one who has
than two Hundred poor

Head till

. | | the
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Cufe of the poor Debtors.
the Proverb fays, Pays no Debts; fo that
Men relying upon' this rotten Foundation,
or Remedy, tipp one another down like’
Nine-Pins, and follow clofe at the Heels
into' the Road of a Prifon. 1f Men had.
not this Power over one another, they
wou’d be a little more Circumfpett, and
careful who they ttufted ; they wou’d in-
quire a lirtle more into the Sobriety and In-'
duftry of the Perfon who they were going
to give Credit to; and if he was an honeft
and induftrious Man, it wou’d be his In-
tereft to keepup his Credit, and good Name,
fo effential to his well-doing in this World;
but a Goal is far from giving Relief to the
Creditor in any Refpett ; and moft Credi-

-tors are {o befotted, that when they have

arrefted their Debtor, will comply with no
reafonable Terms for his Releafe, not confi-

dering that the Debtor, when firft laid hold |
on by thofe Cannibals calP’d Bailiffs, is fo
terrified with the Apprehenfions of a Goal,

that he ftrains all, and offers what Terms
is poflible for him ; which if then refus’d,
the Creditor never has, orcan have the iike

Offer again; for the Blood-hounds of Bai- |

kiffs, Goalers, and the like, foon empty his
WVeins, and then the merciful Creditor has
nothing but the blefled Satisfaltion to make

Dice of his Bones, a common Saying a- |
"The ‘Curfe - of this

mongft thefe Savages.

~ Cafe of the poor Debioys:;

Way of attaching, and confining the By

at Difcretion, is fo fatal, that 'i?‘ an hor?glj’s
Dealer, who has liv’d in great Credit, and
has wherewithal to pay every one,"yet if
one malicious Creditor Thall fue him more
out of Pique and Revenge, than to get his
Debt, it {o ruins his Reputation, that it {hall
bring all the reft of his Creditors, like Vul-
tures, upon his Carcafs,
ftroys him and his Family, before he can
poflibly call in his Debts, or Effets, to ftop
their ravenous Mouths. The Apprehenfi-
on of a Goal firikes others with fich a Tere.
ror, that when they have Peoples Money
and Goods in their Hands, and fear the Con.
fequence of any Lofs, or falling into- the
Power of the Law, run into Foreign Coun-
tries, and ruin others before they will be
ruin’d themfelves; in fhort, it hardens both

- Creditor and Debtor, to their mutual De-

ﬁru&ion ; for what is more Barbatous than
in the Cafe of Bankrupcy, that after a Bank-
rupt has on Peril of his Neck given up all
his Effelts, to which his Creditors have no

‘Objettion, yet the Lord High Chancellor,

who is a Judge, and has Power to deter-
mine Matters of muchgreater Confequence,
fhall not have Power to difcharge the Bank-
rupt, but his Creditor, or Creditors, with-
out being oblig’d to give the leaft Reafon
for it, fhall, after they have fiript the Bank-
Tl , | rupt

and utterly de- |
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rupt to his Skin, refufe to fign his Certifi--
cate, and fo condemn him to perpetual Im-
prifonment, when he has nothing left to
fupport Life. Ifa Creditor has all that a
Man hath, what can he defire more. The

Laws of God, Reafon and Nature, require

no more, not Impoflibilities ; but moft Cre-
ditors are fuch Fools, that rather than take
what their Debtors (who are not Bank-
rupts) can give them, they will let them
carry it into a Prifon te fpend it there.

Our Laws, in this Particular, are either
better, or worfe, thanthofe in other Coun-
tries, but be fure the latter, as far as they
are againft the Laws of God, Reafon, and
Senfe of all the reft of the World ; they are
unreafonable, and unjuft, becaufe they do
not in the leaft diftinguifh between the ho-
neft unfortunate Man, which. is an ob-
je&k of Pity, and not of Punifhment ; and
the Knave who always fares beft, and if
he has got Money, let it be by all the Villa-
nies in the World, fhall evade the Severity
of our Laws, and make any Prifon (if it
hold him) a Palace ; whereas the unfortu-
nate Perfon, if he has led the Life of an An-
gel,and in its whole Courfe has been charg’d
with no ill A&tion, or the leaft Extravagan-
¢y, an unavoidable Accident may happen
0 him that no human Prudence cou’d fore-

{ee, or prevent, as a Lofs at Sea, a Fire at

: ' | home,

| Cafe of the poor Debtors.
home, fo that the Perfon that was to Day
worth: fome Thoufands, to Morrow {hail
be as many in Debt, and for his Confolati-
on after thefe miferable Misfortunes, a Goal
1s to be his Portion, where he muft meet

with the crueleft of Deaths, viz. a lingring

one, to ftarve between Stone Walls, whilft
his Wife and Children are begging about the
Streets.: The Law of God fays this, 4f ke
end of every [even Years thou [halt make a
Releafe.  And this is the Manuer of the Re-
leafe : Every Creditor that lendeth o0tght un-
£0 lris Neighbonr, [bhall releafe it, he fhall nor
exaclt it of bis Neighbour, or of his Brother,
becaufe it is called the Lord’s Releafe. In the
Year of the Jubilee there was a Releafe of
all Mortgages, Slaves, €. But the poor

 Debtor in England has no Redemption till

the Day of Death or Judgment.
’Tis reckon’d there is about Sixty Thou-

- fand miferable Debtors perifhing in'the Pri-

fons of England and Wales, where Hun-

dreds die weekly of Want and infeCtious
- Difeafes, whofe Blood, I fear, cries for

 Vengeance on a Nation that tolerates fuch

-~ Cruelty by a Law. I knew a
- Man that had liv’d well in his time,
- married a very good Woman, with whom ;
- he had a Fortune, but was brought by Mif- ruin'd for

a

for

poor - aged Inflance

and of a poor
nd Man and
is Family

ebt o

~ fortunes to that Degree of Poverty, that he % i
b ey o R ? Six Pence: -
- 'Was arrefted in the Borough of Southwerk
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.« for no greater Sum than Six-pence ing

Marfhal’s Conrt Writ (that curfed Court,
which is only kept up to breed, and main-

tain a vile Kennel of Blood-Hounds call’d

Attorneys, Solicitors, Petti-foggers; Bai-
liffs, Goalers, and the like) and carry’d to
Prifon becaufe he cou’d not pay that, and
the Charge of the Writ and . Arreft’; and
tho’ his Wife, who was a weak and fickly
Woman, offer’d to pawn, or fell the Bed
from under her to releafe him, yet it cou’d
not be done; for his Fees in two or three
Days amounted to above Thirty Shillings,
which was more than -all they had in the
World wou’d raife ; fo he was forc’d to lye
ftarving in Prifon, the poor Womian, thro’
Grief and Want, foon died, and he conti-
nued a Prifoner till he was releas’d by the

- Fifty Pound A&, but was fo reducd by

Hardfhips, and contrated fuch Diftempers
in the Prifon, that he died immediately af-
ter he wasout, his Children were turn’d

naked into the World to fhift for themfelves, |
This is one Inftance of Hundreds of the like |
Nature that daily occurs ‘in the Counters, |
- Marfhalfea, Whitechappel, and other cur- |
{ed Prifons. e ‘

The Word of God not only fmbxds in

~ many Places, the ufe of falfe Weights and

Cafe of the poor Debtors.
tothe Lord. ‘Towhat end then do fundry
Courts, of different Methods, and diftin&t
Prices, in the fame Place, for the fame
Matter, ferve, but meerly to puzzle and
confound the unwary Suitor; asthe King’s
Bench, Commor Pleas s - Exchequer, and
many other Furifdictions are now ufed for
one and the fame Purpofe, according to the
Pleafure of the Law-quack, quite contrary
to their original Inflitutions ? And if it be

- beneath the Dignity of {uperior Courts (in
- tendernefs to the Liberties of the Subjeét)

'to require Bail for lefs than Ten Pound cer-

tain ;;Debt,?. Why have the Inferior ones 3
Power to imprifon the Subject upon the
- leaft Suggeftion, and even no Certainty at

all? Tothe Ruin (I may fay Murther) of

many Hundreds of People every Year, in

‘the numerous furifdistions in every Coun-

ty, City and Town in this Kingdom, which,

 like Spider’s Webs, not only intra i

- 1ke Spuder’s Webs, | ntrap the viler
Anfelt, bughkew:fe the Jaborions Bee, and

“whatever is not of Force to.refift them,

and pollute all Places where they are ; or

- rather like fo many Izquifitions, which,un-

der the pretence of Juftice, and publick

Conveniency, are the Nurferies of Canui-

bals, and meer Pefts of the Nation; of

Original

. which the Marfhal’s Court may properly be of tl)eb
- " Meafures, but likewife declares divers | -Call’d the Grand Ipguifition. is_ ’
‘Weights and Meafures are an Abomination |

s IR . ’ ﬁ@ " HER)

: . : ,TIS ﬂil’d’ »in_ c{’gay{?al{s ‘
deed) Cﬂmﬂ Pﬂlgtzz §hOW Ieaf()nable it\s w1
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Original was, I leave my Betters to judge,
and confider it here only in its prefent State,
and as it has been for many Years paft.

This Court extends Ten Miles round the
King’s Palace; and within that Verge, any
Peifon whatever (that is not efpeciaily pri-
vileg’d) may be Arrefted and Imprifon’d
for any Value whatever, eventoa Farthing
Candle, and for any Caufe or Pretence, e¢i-
ther known or unknown. e

Tis a Court, for the moft part, ufed for
Vexation and Revenge;, and generally
known to favour the Plantiffs in the vileft
and moft fcandalous Litigations, where
Defendants thall be put to feveral Pounds
Expence for a Three Penny Matter, or lefs,

“fuch as a Quart of Green Peas, valw’d Two

‘Pence half-penny; a Pennyworth of Herbs.
The Pirft there was a Trial for in this
Court, and a Child was arrefted for the Se-
‘cond ; and many Hundred of the like Prefi-
dents; and are often condemn’d in fuch
.Caules as wou’d every where elfe be rejett-
“ed as infamous and abominable; to the great
- Eneouragement, and- Propagation of Enuy,
Hatred, Malice, and all Unchatitablene[s ;
andto the vaft Trade and Affluence of that
‘mock Judicature. -
It Pra&tice is all engrofs’d by four Coun-
¢il andifix Attornies, for which each of thefe
laft pays about a Thoufand POUnds:‘d‘téﬁs#
TR | | s

{tions of that Place, that all the Inquifitiz

e ; ‘-
o Cafe of the poor Debtors.
I;j]ntrance; and’tis a known Maxim amiong
It].gm, "That h%who buys the Dzvil may fell
im again.  They srodigious N
g y have prodigious Num-

-~ bers of fele& Bailiffs, or Catch-poles, who
- purchafe their Places; each of whom,kec 5
- an Office and a Geal in his Houfe, Whﬂ%');
5 the Perfon atrefted is ufually broug! in
- order to be well drajn’d: - retoncs of
- order - well drain’d, under pretence of
- Civility, where he is reckon’d about Nine
i Sh_ﬂh{]gs' for his Arreft; his firlt Niches
- Lodging cofts him T wo Shillings; in a Bed,
It may be; not worth Five, an‘daa Shilling
2 Nighe afterwards ; befides; their fhunps
Ing for Liquor, where he muft pa ga:
Groa!: for what is not worth Twao Iinjiée
- And if the poor Wretch has not Money to

ing

pay for Drink, Tobacco; or other Necéffus

-ries Which the Bailiff fells i liis Houfey
; k : 9

thefe Rogues. will not fuffer his Fr;
o U es, , | s Friend

cannot find Bail, or fuch as they like (after

this Purgation) he is hurry’d to the Marfbals

< Jea,where his firft Entertainment js fave
iff;us Clos:hes‘ ftrip’d off his Back fo"’r’ézr};ai\(lfé
Money, and then for want of Money,
Clothes, and Friends, is left naked to -"ri[}{;
by Cold and Hunger, | e

.‘ .Su;ch' has been the Fate of Thouﬂmds
within the Compafs of a few Years: and
fo notorious are the Calamijtjes and De}’fruc'é

ong
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ons in Spaiz and Portugal, and all the Gib-
bets and Gallows in England, cannot vie
with it for Slaughter; feldom lefs than ﬁve:
or {ix Hundred being there pent up together
at a time, befides what is in Bailiffs Houfes,
as private Prifons; and feldom lefs than
fix or eight, and fometimes more, dying in
it every Week thro’ Mifery and Wanf, anvd
a Diftemper peculiar to that Place, call’d
the Diftemper of the Prifon, which is an
Infe&ion near akin to the Plague; while
vaft Numbers abroad are continually wor-
rv’d, and fleec’d by the Bgﬁs of Prey be-

snging to that Court. - .
}Onﬁur]r%ay be objefted, that an Habews Cor-
pus willremoveall Caufes above five Pound.,
*Tis true, but that is very Expenfive, and

likewife' Bail requir’d thereon, which the

poor and friendlefs cannot procure; alfo,
the far greater Number of Caufes in that
Court are laid under Five Pound to pre-
vent fuch 2 Remedy. L
That fuch notorious Grievances fhou’d
ftare every Hour in the Face of Sacred\ Mgg
jefly; and the Supreme Courts and Coun-

cils in the Nation; without Confufion, s
no lefs wonderful ¥ A Court (rather 2
Monfter of the firft Magnitude) obnoxm?s
to all but it felf; and univerfally condemn d
as Iniguitows and Oppreffive, and asa gran’d
Difturber to the beft and moft app,rovcé

Courfe of our Laws.

' Phyficians to fie ftill,
 Quacks, Horfe-"Doctors, and Mervy Andrewws;

t\”’afe'af the poor Debtors,

~ that were fhower’d upon him. Ifa fhow.-
_trof Gold will do it 4t dny time, thac
- cannot be wanting, and in a large Quanti-
. tytoo, feeing there are {o many whe are a-
" ble and willing to contribute to it. frd

" Members are all at Unity jn themfelves;

~and Have alfo their diitinét Interefts, by
- Wilinefs, and Diligence to Parry every
- Thruft; and the Patrons of Vice, and Op-

- preflion; being generally more {ubtle, anci

g gigilant in their Generation than the moft
Virtuous : Thus I doubt it formerly was;
(ther Cafes of Moment. I wonder the o.
ther Gentlemen of the [aw, '
- and eminent Council, Men Famious, and of
' great Reputation; don’t rife up all in Arms
‘againft this rafeally Court, as a Scas

‘and great Encroachment .on the Lave
This Court is as ridiculous for the [.a wyers.
‘oF Reputation to fuffer; 5 for the College of;

and {ee a Seminary of

et up for Poifoning People under their very

Nofes, and get more Money by it than they

do by Curing. . B
. But T hope in God, that {o Excellest
revife the faid former Pro-

this time, will
| H 2 ceedings

. T know not how this Python carme to
Murvive all the Shafts of a late Parliament

“and thus it feems to have ftood in fomie o-

the Judges,. -

2s a Scandal,

Parliament; under {o Graciousa King asat

99

o T

- e
g 08 AT Gy S i on e



Cafe of the poor Debtors.

ceedings in Parliament, againft that Sourfe
of Inquity, and Deftruétion, and extirpate
the fame for ever. o

* Befides the Numbers that perifh for

ny of Goal- wwant in the Marfballea Prifon, White Chap-

pel, Counters, and other Prifons in Eng-
Jand, moftly by the Villany of the Goalers,
I am credibly inform’d by Perfons who have

been Prifoners, and Eye Witnefles in the |
- Gate-Honfe Weftminfier, that Prifoners there |

have been willfully, and attually ftarv’d to

abfolute Monarch (as all Goalers are} have
been fetter’d with Irons of Sixty Pounds
weight,and have worn them {o long astoeat
into their Legs,gangreen’d them,and turn’d
to a Mortification, and at the fame time has
deny’d them Suftenance, and imprifon’d, for
fome time, the Perfons that prefum’d to

Cafe of the poor Debtors.
But the Reafon is very plain, tis a confider-
able Perquifite of his Place, for which he

- glves a great deal of Money; for this very -
- Articlein the fingle Prifon }(’)f Newgate, 1'%5’

~ worth fome Hundreds a Year. But wh

- muft poor a Debtor be fetter’d like a Male.
- fattor ? Why, Toleration and Cuftom goes
- 2 great way with Us (except the Cuffom
- of doing good) and is as good as a Law,
~ efpecially if it be well paid for: Thus the

Catholick Inquifitions,were firlt fet u pagainft

Death, by the Tyranny of the Goaler, who Moors and Fews, but now turn’d upon

- for a Word {peaking, that has offended this

Chriftians.
Moft, or all of thefe Goalers, purch

101
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their Places, and give Civility Money togice great

~ {ome body to wink at their Villanies and S#™ of
; Murther I b . Money for
- S. remember a Book was prin- theiy pla~

ted about twelve Years ago, of the Oppref- ¢es

~ {ions of Goalers, wherein was prov’d Rapes
- Robberies, and Murthers, but nothing came

bring them any ; "Tis very odd that a Goa- of it: Orare Liberty and Property! ‘Blefed

ler fhall be fuffer’d to affume fuch a De- | A o O L _
fpotick Power over a Pree-born Englifiman, | 19, US 10y Which if it fhow'd tempta Fo--
" as to put Fetters on him at Difcretion, and

take them off at Pleafure : Fettersare a ter- 1|

tible Addition to the Punifhment of a Pri- | d fo fll i |
“{on, and has coft miany Mens Lives. Now |- En 19 @ :(lin;o th? Power of one of our
if thie Law annexes this Punifliment to any |" boilflsi and be us’d according to Cuftom
Capital, or particular Crime,; why fhould || C}; He a\gyer and the Goaler, Extortion,
it be left in"the Power of a Goaler to put | C o, a0 Opp Pefﬁon,;unknown 1n other
shemi o, or take them off as he thinks fie? | ~OURErics, he wouw'djthink all our fine Pre-

But|

Conftitution, that other Countries need .

- veigner to come and dwell amongft Us, and
- he bearrefted for a Sufpicion othebt: ina

right or wrong A&ion (tisall one for that)

H3 tences
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tences were to be read backwards, ag
Witches {ay their Prayers; and that the
true meaning of Liberty and Property in

-our Senfe, or rather Pradtife, was Tyranny

and Slavery. o

- To thefe Miferies every Maﬁ, Woman,

and the very Infants who live in England,
are all liable, efpecially thofe that are {o un-
happy to meet with Cafualties and Mis-
fortunes, tho’ never {o unavoidable. =~

' "All thefe Oppreffions, they fay, have more !

than once been complain’d of, offer’d to be
prov’d, but never punifh’d, or remedied;
and are fill ready to be prov’d again by

the Oaths of many living Witneffes.

"“The Miferies and - Torments poor Prifo-

ners for Debt have fuffer’d, as Starving, |
Dungeons, ‘Chains, Whippings, Beatings, |

breaking their Limbs, and other Punifh-

- mens, if they did not quite kill them, has

- have besn in a ‘manner fruitlefs, and cowd |
never procure an Enquiry into the Behavi- |

driven fome into Defpair, {o as to lay violent
Hands on themfelves, and others it has be-
reft of their Senfes, and, as before, all

Complaints againft thefe Devils incarnate

our of . Goalers, © © .

' "The Prifons in France, Holland, and o- |

ther Countries, are ‘at the Governiments

- Charge; the Goaler paid his Salary by. the

State; the Prifoner for Debt allow’da good

Chanz |
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Chamber, Bed, Bread and Water at the
Publick Coft, befides what the Creditor is

oblig’d by the Laws of the Country to give -

for the Subfiftence of the Debtor, which is
unalterably ftated, according to the Quali-
ty and Manner of Living of the Debtor be-
fore he fell into Misfortune.” There the
Goaler has not the leaft Power over the Pri-
foners ; he has nothing to do, but to keep

his Doors fhut, and his Prifoaers fafe, till-

they are deliver’d by due Courfe of Law,

which cannot be long ; for if the Creditor |

does not foon grow weary of maintaining
the Debtor, in moft Countries he will be
difcharg’d upon giving up his Effe@s. But
herea Free-born Liberty and Property Englifh-
man, {hall upon the bare Pretence of Debt
be confign’d over to the Tormentor, and de-
ftroy’d, before ’tis known whither he has
infring’d any Law, or fallen under that bar-

barous one We have in Relation to real

Debts. "

_ Our two great Prifons, the Fleer and
King’s-Beuch, to which, by Virtue of the
Habew Corpas A&, a Priloner may remove
himfelf for his greater Eafe, from any other
Goal in England, has Rules appointed each
of them, our Courts well knowing, that
the bare Prifon Houfes cou’d not at fome

‘times contain the tenth Part of the Prifo-
ners, except they wou’d ftow them like

H 4 Fag-
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" Faggots upon one another; but this {mall

Benefit the poor Prifoner cannot have, for

~2ll ’tis allow’d by Law upon an abfolute

Neceffity, except the Goaler is well brib’d,
for ’tis left purely to his Will and Pleafure,
whether he fhall ftiffle all his Prifoners to
Death, or give them Air, according as ’tis
moft for his Profit ; for which Reafons vaft
Sums of Money, and prodigious Rents, are
given for thefe Prifons, which muft be got
out of the Blood of the Unfortunate, extor-
ting that Money from them which juftly
belongs to their Creditors, or that which
fhou’d preferve the miferable Debtor from

ftarving out of it.

“What trifling Obje&tions againft altering
this curfed Law, or rather Corruption, In-
novation, or Cuftom, I have already an-
fwer’d ; but if there is any Reafon, or co-
lour of Reafon for exercifing this Tyranny,

which neither the World, or I, have ever

bheard, it wou’d be very convenient to pub-
lifh it, thatif We muft be ufed worfe than

Dogs, or Slaves, we may have the Satis-

faction to know where the Wifdom, or Po-
licy of it lies.” Why ‘truly, the Rich that
feel none of this, and the Villains that get
by this, will tell you, that notwithftand-
ing all thefe bitter Complaints, Weare the
happieft and moft powerful Nation.in tllclig

B A

feriﬂﬁng in the Prifon, or his Family from |
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World. *Tis plain, that God has given Us
more Bleflings and Advantages to-be fo,
thanany other Nation, but that We have
had dangerous Convulfions, and upon the
very brink of Ruin more than once, I be-
lieve no one will deny, which cannot juft-
ly be attributed to any Thing, but our
Wickednefs and Folly ; ‘neither can We e~
verina Religious, and Human Senfe, fay,
We now, or ever fhall ftand fecure, except
We mend our Manners; and to lay a Claim
to the Bleffings of Providence upon fo ill a
Foundation, as Corruptions and Craelty, is
the height of Madnefs, But how ungrate-
ful are We to God for our many Deliveran-
ces, and undeferved Bleffings, as to make
fuch mercilefs Returns upon our Fellow-
Chriftians, Subje&s, and Countrymen, -

"Tis ftrange that We fhow’d boaft fo

- much of our Liberty and- Property; if

We mean any Thing by thefe Words,
it muft be ironically ; but they who talk
moft of it, are Perfons who (as We com-
monly fay) are above the World; they

| have Eftates, Employments, very Rich, or

generally are Lawyers, who all have it in
their Power to opprefs, and ruin the Poor,
and meaner Sort of People, without fear-
ing any fuch Ufage themfelves, becaufe

‘they have the Protetion of Money to de-

vend on, which is fufficient to {ave them,

and deftroy others. The
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The vulgar Miftake about this Liberty
and Property, is, becaufe ’tis not in our
Princes Power to opprefs Us; but “tis in
every one of his Subjects Power to tyran-
nize over one another, {0 that We have on-
ly taken this Power from him, to lodge it
in our felves, -or rather the Lawyers; but
fome are of Opinion, that ’tis a lefs Evil
to have one Tyrant than many: Our cor-

- rupt Nature prompts Us to opprefs and ty-

rannize over our Fellow-Creatures, and "(1:5
great pity any Government fhould leave it
in our Power to exercife it, when we fel-
dom want the Will.

Inftead of being a Free People, We are
in fome refpe& the worft of Slaves, I mean
the common People, who are a Hundred
to Qne of the other Sort, for which of them
can call the little they have their own a

Momerit, or fecure their Perfons one hour

out of Goal. "~ =~

As toa Man’s Property, or Goods, how

long can he promife himfelf the Enjoy-
ment of them, when he fhall be fued to an
Outlawry and an Ewecation, unknown to
him; and tho’ he never abfconded a Mi-
pute, of a fudden be fiript of all, '

 As to the Liberty of his 'Per‘fon, ’tis toa
notorious We all have full Liberty to throw.

one another in Prifon when We pleafe,
sight or wrong, for a Caufe or no Caufe é
' o _ | an

* noone can be depriv

Cafe of the poor Debtors.

~gnd if we have not Friends, Money and

Bail, there 'we muft lye at the Mercy of

thofe good natur’d Men the Goalers, who

may put Us in a Dungeon, load Us with
Irons, and ftarve Us, as a great many
have been. | o

In criminal Cafes, or breach of the Peace,
no ’d of his Liberty with-
out Oath firft made as a Proof of the Fa&t,but

in the Cafe of Debt, or Damages, a Man.

{hall firft be punifh’d, nay -executed, and

his Family deftroy’d, before ’tis known -

whither he is a Debtor, or no; nay, he
fhall lye in Prifon till the Day of his Death,
and never be try’d, except he has Money to
force, and ftand a Trial with his Adver{s-
1y; and after all, his Adverfary knowing

that his A&ion was only Vexatious, will

fuffer a Non-fuit, and in the City the Coft

is not above Seven- Shillings, or there-
abouts, tho” perhaps the Prifoner has lain
in the Counter, or Spunging-Houfe, for
fome Weeks or Months 3 and befides the
Charge, and lofs of time in his Imprifon-
ment, have been at ten times that Fx-
pence"in-defending the Suit; fo that when
the poor Man, with great Trouble, Diffi-
culty and Charge, has got rid of that A&i-
on, the Prifon Doors fhall be no fooner o-
pen’d to him, but another Fob A@ion fhall

 be laidupon'him, his Adverfary having no

other
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piber View, than thro’ Malice, or Revenge
to ruin him, being at the Certainty to be
at a {mall Expence, in Comparifon of the
great Charge, Imprifonment, Vexation,
and Trouble, he fhall put the poor Sufferer
to. 'To my certain Knowledge, and Hun-
dreds others, many have been ruin’d and
deftroy’d this Way; and ’tis {o far from be-
ing a Novelty, that ’tisin'a mannera coms-
mon and daily Practice. ,

~ ”Tis very unjuft thac a Man fhall fuffer
fo grievous a Punifhment as Imprifonment,
efpecially in our Goals, where if they are
friendlefs, and moneylefs, as many mifer-
able Wretches are, they had much better
be hang’d out of the Way, than endure the
Hardfhips they muft confli¢t with there:
Our Prifons, particularly for Debt, being
the worft look’d after in the World, for the
Goaler is perfeCtly Abfolute, and may do
what he pleafes with. his Prifoners, and all

this upon hardly fo much as a Prefumption

of being in Debt, *T'is not enough to punifh
Us for {uch Misfortunes as all Men are li-
able to, and may bring them.in Debt,
notwithftanding the greateft Caution in
‘the World, except Men can command Pro-
vidence ; but We mult have ftrange Para-

doxes amongft Us, for many have been ||

ftarv’d in a Prifon for Debt, who ow’d no-
thing, at leaft not to thofe at whoie Suit
S ‘ | they
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they lay ; and what is fill worfe, perhapé

the Prifoner is the Creditor, and the Profe-

cutor the Debtor ; and as this has been, g
I affirm it may be, and will be, as Matters

109

ftand at prefent ; for if one Man has Money,

and has a mind to ruin anoth. . ‘hat has
none, or Friends to aflift him, he sy ac-
complifh his Defigns, and no Remea, pro-
vided in the Law for the wrong’d and per-
fecuted Perfon, for what little Juftice We
have left, muft be well paid for before you
can have it; and if you are without Mo-
ney, tho’ you cannot be hang’d for having
empty Pockets, you may be ftarv’d in a
Goal, if any Body will pleafe to put you
there. 'Why fhouw’d a Free-born Englifbinan,
(as we vain-glorioufly ftile our felves). be
imprifon’d for Debt at the Suit of any Per-
fon, till ’tis certainly known that he owes
him any thing ? o .
If to be in Debt is fo great a Crime,
whether We come into it by Misfortunes,
or otherwife, as to deferve the worft of Pu-
nifhments, perpetual Imprifonment, ’tis
all the Reafon in the World it fhou’d firft

. be determin’d, if the Perfon has commit-
- ted this heinous Crime before he {uffers the

Punithment. Fo be hang’d firft, and try’d
afterwards, is very hard upon Free-born Sub-
je€ts. What Guilty, or not Guilty, all one
in the Language of a Goal?2 I fuppofe then,
R " | thas
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that Prifons, Dungeons, Fetters, ftarving .

between Storie Walls for no fault, are no

“material Articles in the Liberty of a Free-

born Englifhman., .. =

~ Qur. ancient Law was; that the Debtor
muft firft be fummon’d, and the Creditor
prove his Debt, before he had any Power
over his Perfon j but ’twas not over that
(but only over his Goods) ’till our later;
and corrupter Ages. Some will fay, that
if this way of Summons is allow’d, ’twill
be only a Warning for Debtots to run away;
and then the Creditor will loofe his Money,
A Man that runs away from his Creditor;
may recover himfelf, come again, and make
Satisfaction in part, if not the whole; how-
ever the Creditor has fome Chance for it;
but thofe thrown in Prifon are dead to the
World; their Effeéts ¢which the Creditors
cannot come at) are become forfeited, and
the Perquifites of the Goaler. The dread of 4
Goal for Debt being infinitely more terrible
than for Felony (becaufe Felons have a com:

~mon Purfe; and live well for the fhort time |

they are confin’d) has miade many; befides
thofe who have fled the Kingdom; take to
the Highway; Houfe-breaking, . Coining;
€9¢c. becaufe thofe who were fenfible of the

Terrors of perpetual Imprifonment in the.
utmoft Penury, preferr’d the hazard of

In fhort, befides the in-

‘Death before it:
o homan,
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human, barbarous, and foolith Way of

thefe Proceedings, or pretended Law, ins

numerable Mifchiefs attend it.

I1%

‘There is a Place on the other Side of

the Water, in St. George’s Parifh, call’d

unfortunate Perfons have agreed toges
ther to recover a little of ancient Liberty,
and rather to loofe their Lives than be
carry’d to Prifon for Debt, tho’ they do not
in the leaft refift the Execution of the Law
in’any other patticular; for this little Re<
publick (in this refpe&) has a very regu-
lar. Government, executed by their Senators,

which they call Clubs, in which fome Days

every Week they meet together; and exa-
mine all Enormities, for they give fhelter,
or Protettion unto none, except purely to
the Unfortunate in the cafe of Debt.  They

prote&t no Man who has it in" his Power to
~ make Satisfaltion ; no Man who flyes from -
- his Bail ; nc Cheat of any Sort: In fhorty

they are a tolerable good Sort of People, as

- the Mint, where a great Number of

‘Times go, and every whitas honeft as their

Neighbours 5 notvithftanding they are
call’d by a great many ‘bad Names ; yet I
am of Opinion they are at worfl, very di-

minutive Rogues in Comparifon of thofe -
out of the Place; however, their Credi-

tors, and the Bailiffs in general, are mighty
Angry wieh them, becaufe they will not
) quietly

e B Ee Rt Tl T
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juietly go to Goal, and. there be frarv’d ;.
?I?(l)?talt%’)u%lodénce of t’hem, being a}t.l‘lberty_tq \
work, having Time, with their Induftry,

" have paid their Creditors their whole Debt ;

and others part, according as they can a-

ich co * hav q done if
- gree, which cou’d never have been

ir Creditors had had their Wills, to throw
ilﬁ:gcintd a Prifon. God allow’d feg?al
San&tuaries, or Cities of Refuge; and fee-
ing the Law of our Land allows of none,
thefe Gentlemen allow themfelves. one.
When they catch a Baily (who is an ]i,lr.le-
my to their Conftitution; they treat h'ml:f
according to the Cuftom of the Place, which
like moft of our Courts, is as binding as &

Taw. ’Tis true, they make ufe of very

few Law-Books, for which Reafon they

live very lovingly together, confulting one |

ir litcle Cottages happier Dwellings;
lt:{ll:lt; Pglaces out gf the Place, where Bai-

" 1iffs and their Dogs are continually waiting

at their Doors with Writs and Executions,
ive Credit to one another, as well
in this Place as in any other, according to
their Abilities, only upon Honour, and ho-

‘neftly pay when they have it, and better

- Py  hitandine the
thofe out of it, notwithftanding the
1i:ilrézﬁlibleSecurity of a Prifon, as fome foo-

| 1ifhly and ridiculoufly account it. It has

been talk’d a long. time of pu.tting dO;gg

Cafe of the Z?DDVT‘!D’E&M?:’L

this Place, but I belicve it will not be eafi]

done without a great deal of Mifchicf ;
- but the beft Way to fet this Place on the

fame level with the reft of the Kingdom,
is to bring the reft of the Nation on 2 nearer
level withthem ; that is, tolet all the other

good People of Exgland have the fame Pro-

tetion for their Perfons by Law from a
Prifon for Debt, as they have by Force.
Such prodigious Wickednefsas is fum’d up

- inthis T'reatife, and much more which can-
- not be brought into g fhort a Compafs, one

~ woud think, without the Mercy of a for-
.~ bearing, and long-fuffering God, were more
- than fufficient, before this time, to fink any
~ Nation to the bottomlefs Pitof Perdition,and

- Thower moredreadful udgmentson Us,than -

o - was pour’d down on Sodum and Gomorrab,
anothers Good, and Safety; and account |

- God told his People, the Fews, that if

~ they fuffer’d one Murther to go unpunifh’d,
- their whole Nation fhouw’d anfwer for it.
- The Guilt of Blood has a dreadful and ma.
- lignant Tnfluence; and as a fmall Taint, or
- Poifon in the Finger, fhall by degrees coi-
~ rupt, or contaminate the whole Mafs in
i a Man’s Body,. then what can We expect
for £ much innocent Blood, and many
 Murthers (in all the moft cruel and aggra-
| vating Circumflances that.can attend that

unpardonable Sin:in this World) to pafs

felves,

+ With Impunity ? - Let v not deceive our
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felves, tis the fame God who rules over Us., '
that denounced his Curfe to the ?ewﬁ' ;
who did not fhed that Man’s Blood, W] lo
was the Death of another ; he h,ag not a.(i
ter’d his Mind, or this Law, but’tis horri
Folly to tempt and provoke God at this ra»fge,
for Blood inceffantly cries to Heaven for
Vengeance, and no Atronement, Or €Xpia-
ting the Crime, but by rendring Vengeance
to the Offenders..
Members 1 have often heard the Members %F Par-
of Parlia- 1jament for Scotland fhew a great Indigna-
Seotland, tion againft the Cruelty of our Law, in
o bring: i : -etches in Prifon for Debt,
for bring- keeping poor Wretches 1n or Deos
o owr and ftarving them, when the Laws o th _
ot Deb. Country obliges the Creditor to give them
zors, upor gy Allowance fuitable to their former Way

?e{“"ff;, of living. Thefe Gentlemen have.magl.e
sheire.  feveral Efforts to put our Laws, 11}11 this
refpet, upon the fame foot with theirs,
purely out of a compaflionate and gene-
rous Principle, for it can be little-or no
Advantage to them ; but as they have con-
form’d in the Union to fome of our Laws,
’tis very reafonable to agree with them in
a Particular calculated for our 0wn Bene-
o= T will anfwer one general Objettion, tllalot
&ion an- T think it an ignorant and foolifh one, tha
foerd. 3o *Tis very inconvenient; if not dange-

tho’

rQus, | to‘ alter the Courfe of Qur‘~I..ewvs,ﬁ)me

N

s
l

i
!
J

- “ the Land) the Bodies of any of the Peo

6

(44
i
«
:gcc
8
“ Fol, 11,65 |
<« 23 Eliz. 305. b the which, alfo by Mag
. Charta,
é‘f of Oulf‘anc:lent Laws) was, in affirmati.-
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- fome may be Sufferers through their Sever;. .
- ty. Tothis1 reply, That
- Duty to ftop the Courfe, or alter bad
- Laws,
- Thope T have in fome meafure thew’d, that
. our prefent Laws,
- is Anti-chriftian and Impolitick ; but *tis {o.
. far on the contrary fide, that I will prove.

’tis as much our

as ’tis to make good Ones.

efpecially about Debtors,

‘that We have departed from our good old

- Laws, which were fo tender of the Liber-.
 ties of the
- which is worfe,

Subje&, and hive alter’d, or

by the ancient, and fundamental Laws of

the Kingdom, no Man’ Perfon was to be
Imprifon’d, or detain’d for Debt.

corrupted them; and that

115

Now

“ It is evidently, and undeniably piaiﬂ;i%Zayg

o~ an

ple of England,

-~

any of them Out-law’d, for Debt or Da-.
mages (or any Thing thereunto relating) .
as clearly appears, not only by our ancj--
cntLaws, but by the Authority of thefe .
two great Sages of the La- , the Lord.
Chief Juftice Coke, in his Third Report, -

12. and the Lord Dyer, 4.
na:

o N

s

** on of the ancient Common Law, with
o 1z ¥ greas

¢ that (by the Ancient, Common Law ofderarsed

Yom ouy

=~ ancient

: _ could not, at the Suit of Laws.
- any Subje@, be Arrefted, Imprifon’d, or

]

Chap. 29. (that great Expofitor..

P
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¢ great and wary Circumfpettion, provi-
“ ded againft, and not only (not as much
“ as thought on before the Conqueft) but
« was abhorred, in the leaft, to be practi-
« fed from that time, and the time of the

« Birth of that explanatory Law, which S o
- “ 23, (although the firft that ever made any
- % Englifh Mans Perfon fubje& to fuch Avreft)

“ was in the Ninth Year of the Reign of
“ King Henry the Third, until many Ages
“ after, there being variety of great, weigh.

“ ty, and pregnant Reafons, for the Pre- |

“ fervation of that greateft Liberty, and
“ Privilege of the Subjet (the Freedom of

¢ their Perfons from Imprifonment) andas
“ well thofe ancient Laws before the Con.

“ queft, as the Laws until the making of

" % the great Chaiter {and Threefcore Years

“ after) were in that particular, (with all
“ ftudious and fedulous Care) inviolably
“ obferv’d, as an eminent and fignal Badge
“ of the Immunity, and heroick Freedom
“ of the Englifh Nation, who were then
“ defervedly called {Libera Gens) and liv’d

¢ the Chriftian World, and to the eternal

* Years) but One Hundred Fourfcore and
% Fourteen Years after his Death,

andunal
ant.un
“ til |
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“ til the Statute of Weflminfler the Second
“ Chapter the 1 1th, made in the -",I‘hir-,

“ teenth Year of King Edward the Firft.
- “ 1nvented a Capias, : f

- “ Out-lawry which (from that time) was

and a new Procefs of

“ full fo many Years; the Statute of the ¢
“ and fiftieth of Henry the T hird, ijz?

“ yeric being only againft Bailiffs of parti-
¢« cular Lords, I lay no great firefs on: but
o« that Breach and Iaroad being once ;nade
- “.1into, and upon the Common Law, by
-« the Statute of Weftminfler the Second
- % gave BEncouragement to the unhappy
- “ Produttion of another Stature, made in

- “the twenty fifth Year of the Reign of
- “King Edward theThird, Chap, 17. by
" “ which it was Enated, That fuch Pro-
¢ cefs fhou’d be made in Debt, and Detinge
@ of Chattels, and by Procefs of Exigent, as
:: was then ufed in Writs of Accompt;
“ fo, and in fo great and happy Splendor, | ¢ they not o
“ to the enviousfg Admiration%% thg reft of | 'z.:f{t.gg«,‘?!’t?fceﬁ g%‘lifr?’ of tf!lehSubje&, by
i bmitting the Perfon en [

« e Chriftian World, o the cternal) o 1ng Perfons of the then Free
* Honour of our Anceftors, without being | ' *¢
“ fubje& to any fuch Imprifonment, not | ' prifonment for Debt and Damages; but
“ only all the time of William the Conque- |

“ ror’s Reign (which was above Twenty| ° Of whom the Lord Chief Juftice Coke,

‘which were two fuch keen Laws, that
-they not only invaded, but cut in funder

-

-

“People of England to the Cruelty of Im-
“ the fame wife King Edward the Third,

t in thefecond Part of his Inftitutes, Fol. 2.
I3 “ gives

\
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- ¢ gives this Charaller, That King Hemy | « yeap of the Reign of the fame King Ed-

, the Second, FEdward the Firft, and Ed- [« 3701, Third,Chap. 1.thofe two Razor
“ ward the Third, were all of them Prin. | « mettled, cutting, rigorous Laws were, as

« ces of great Fortitude, Wifdom, and Ju- |« ¢4 fiich Imprifonment as aforefaid, by
“ ftice, that govern’d by their Laws; but |« the Opinion of many, and by the gencral

“ that, in the Reign of King Edward the |« Confiru@ion of Law, and the true in.

“ "Third, the Laws did principally flourifh, o« tendment hereof, repealed, which decla-
% who, faith he, was a Noble, Wife, and [ « red, That the great Charter fhould be
¢ warlike Prince. ‘This prudent Prince, |« holden, and kept in all Points; and if a-

“ Ifay,lookingdeliberately intothe Wounds | “ ny Statute be made to the contrary, that
o, thofe Statutes had given to the Honour | « i’ howd be holden for none; which faid

¢, and Happinefs of the Kingdom, and to |« |55 mention’d Statute, was according to

« that Ancient and moft Venerable Part of | « common Conftrution, intended fully to

« the Common Law, which preferv’d his |  « yefore ‘the Brightnefs and. Luftre of the

“ SubjeCts Perfons from Imprifonment, % ancient- Common Law, and to fapport

., and the very many Kings Reigns and | « 5ng maintain the Strength and Vigor of
“ Ages, without any the leaft Interruption, §  « that Standard of Law and Juftice, the
< which that glorious, and famous ng_be:_'- D« great Charter, which not only afférts

“ ty had profperoufly continu’d ; and as it |« Ris Majefty’s juft Rights and Preroga-
“ were, repenting of the making of the « give Royal, but defends, and preferves
« faid bitter Statute,, of the twenty ﬁfth , “;the',Fréedom, and ]Uﬂ: Libprties Of the
. Yearofhis own Reign ; and he and his [ “ People, which, as the fame Author in
¢ Parliament finding the mifchievous In- "« his Preface to his fecond Inftitute tells
¢ conveniences and Difhonour that it had L« Us, hath been confirmed by’ two and
¢ put upon the People, and refolving tofile ||« thirty A&s of Parliament; and not only -
¢ thofe Shackles from off the Subjelts Feet, |« fo, but by the Statutc of the twenty fifth of
& and fo re-inveft them into the Liberty |« Edward the Firft, the fame is to be taken
% and Freedom of their Perfons from Im- | « 55 the Common Law. But the fetting

¢ prifonment, according to the Common | “ up, and Creation of the great Numbers
., Law ofthe Land, by that gracious heal-  “ of Offices, and Officers, and the Herds

FA

¢ ing Statute, made in the twoand fordeth |« of Perfons, which thofe moft {fevere Laws,
N “Year| - | 14 “ Wefi:
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“ Weftminfler the Second, and the Statute
“ of the twenty fifth of Edward the Third,
“ had moft advantagioufly preferr’d, al-
“ moft in every City, Town, and Village
“ of the Kingdom, had fo fix’d, faftened,
“ and rivited {fuch Multitudes of Perfons,
“ many of them of very great gnﬁdwemmcnt
“ Quality and Intereft, in Places of great
“ and tempting Gain, which had made fo
“ deep an Impreflion upon the Minds of
“ that prevalent and powerful part of the
* Kingdom, who had thereby plentifully
“ enrich’d themfelves, that not\mthﬂ’qnd-
¢ ing thefaid Statute of the twoand fortieth
« -o'fEdwa'rdtheThird,,.fointentionally.cqm«
“ pos’d as aforefaid, for the manumitting
“ of the People of England, as well from
“ the thraldom of a Prifon, asotherwife to
“ preferve their Liberty, they went on to
“ imprifon the Bodies of the Subje&, which
“ hath ever fince been praétifed, not only
“ by virtue of thofe two Laws, Wefimin-
“ ftor the Second, and the twenty fifth of
“ Edward the Third, bue that of Ao,
““ Burnell, and the Statite de Mevrcatori-
“ bus, touching Arrefts upon Statutes, Sta-

- @ ple, and Merchant, and by ‘other Laws

* built upon them, which contrary to the
“ ancient Common Law, as is very plain,

* doth continue the Invaffilation of Impri- -
¢ fonment againft, and upon all the Free:
T ‘, [ . - e N i PP

‘ born
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“ born Subjects of England, except Peers ;1o
« thatit is indifputably clear, how great an
“ Intrenchment the Imprifonment of Men’s
“ Perfons is, upon the Honour of the an-
“ cient Common Law, of which, as the
“ Lord Chief Juftice Coke faith, the great
* Charter is but declaratory ; and as a late
“ Writer, from good Authority, tells Us,
“ did not grant any thing de 7070, but that
¢ thereby our ancient Laws and Liberties
“ were only repeated and confirmed ; and
“ indeed all thofe eur Anceftors maintain’d,
“ not only with indefatigable, prudential

:‘_Care‘and Induftry, but with the vaft
4

L Y

“ nefs the more than twenty Years inte-
“ ftine bloody Civil War in the Reign of
“ King Ffobn, and in the end, the Confir-
“ mation of thofe Laws and Liberties b

-

Expence of Blood and Treafure; wit-
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“ the fame King, in the Face of the No.

“ bility, and other the great Men of the

-« Kingdom, and of an infinite Number of
- “ other the Free People of England, as faith

B

Brittaine, Fol.219. Sothat there wants

* nothing to make it fully demonftrable,

“ that by our Anceftors Magnanimity, and

« re{'olv’d‘Courage in ‘maintaining the an-

 “ cient Common Law, they and their Po-

- fterity were not only eftablifht in thejr

+ “ juft Rights, but were preferv’d from fiuch
- % Imprifonment for Debt, or Damages, or

S any

e - L
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¢ am. the Conqueror, William Rufus, and
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any Thing theresmto relating, T woHun-
dred and Fourtgen Years after the Nor-
man Conqueft, *which now is inflitted,
upon many Thoufands of his Majefty’s
good, loyal, and faithful Subjets, to the
utter Ruin of them, their Families, and
Relations, whilft thofe who have lined
their'Iron Confciences with nothing but
their Profit, and their Chefts throughout
with the Wealth of the Kingdom, which
they have gotten by the late Wars, {mile
to {fee thofe who have facrific’d their

Bloods, nay, themfelves and theirs, in,

and to his Majefty’s faithful Services,
pent up by many Thoufands of them, in
difconfolate and loathfome Prifons, and
thereby made ufelefs Nothings to the
World and themfelves. Whereas, if We
caft our Eyes back into the Reigns of the

Saxon Kings, We fhall find, that thofe

martial, wife, and wary Princes, King
Ina, King-Echelftor, and after-them, all
the Saxon Kings, according to the anci-
‘ent Britifh Laws, were fo very tender of
the Imprifonment of Mens Perfons, that
they did not punifh their very Bond-Men
with it ; and King Alfrede difplac’d and

imprifon’d one of his Judges for daring fo
to do: And when the Government de-

~volved, and came to the Normans, Willi-

“ Henvy

& tedy Chap. 5. Seit. x. complains

Cafe of the poor Debtors.

:: Henry the Firft, took fuch exa& Care to
“ preferve thl.S Liberty un-infringed, that
« m.the,xr_ Reigns not any Perfon was jm-
. prifon’d, although for’ mortal Crime j¢
D {elf; unlefs he were firft Attainted, up-
“ on the Verdi& of twelve Men. And,
. additional to all this, many Ages after

the Conqueft, by the ancient Common

. % Law, the Writ de Odio €5 Atiq was given

“ toa Man that was imprifon’d. althou

:: for a hainous Crime, f%r the f,I)eath og l;
. Man, yet the Law in that golden Age,
“ in Favour, and out of an high Efteem
o had of the Liberty of a Man, and that
‘ his Body fhouw’d not be detained in Prifon
- until the Juftices in Eyre {hou’d come, he

“ might fue out this Writ, directed to the

o« Sheriff; and although the Offence for
which he was committed was not Bajl.

&
“ able by Law, yet the ancient Common
:: Law, did fo highly hate and abominate
. the long Imprifonments of Men, that it
¢ gave him this Writ for his Relief, which
. appeats by Bracton, in his Third Book,
“ Fol. 121. and by Fleta, in his Firft Book,

o« Chap. 14. And with whom alfo Glanvel

:‘ agreeth, in his Fourteenth Book, Chap,
“‘ 3- And the Migror of Juftice, a Book
‘ of great Antiquity, and Eftimation in
* theLaw, as well as the Books before ci-
of the
€ Im‘,

e

[23.>
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« Imprifonment of Mens Perfons as an
« Abufe, although it had been for break-
“ ing of a Goal. Now, for that it is clear
« as the Light, how highly valuable, and
« dearly precious, the, Liberties of Mens
& Perfons were, by the Common Law of
« the Land, all Debts and Damages being

¢ to be properly had out of the Eftate of

¢ the Debtor, and not his Perfon. “Tis
 very odd, that the Law is fo kind and
« merciful to my Horfe, as to take provi-

¢ fional Care fora Replevin to enlarge him, |

¢« and yet that my felf fhou’d be retai.ned
¢ in durance, under a perifhing Condition;
¢« nay, and without as much as any defini-
« tive ‘Time by Law fet for my Releafe-
¢ ment.”” - There are many Hundreds now
ftarving 'in  Goals, - who ventur’d - their
Lives, and loft their Fortunes in the late
Wars in Defence of their Prince, and
Country, ‘and have given Credit to the Go-
vernment in the greateft Exigences; for
want of which Debts due to them from the
State, they have been thrown in Prifon by
their own Creditors. A hard Cafe, they
thall be thus rewarded ‘for their Zeal and

Service to their Country ; one wou’d think

the leaft Thing the Government cou’d do
for thefe fort of People, was, that if it
cow’d not, or wou’d not pay them, it {howd
keep them out of Prifon, by giving thega a

Cafe of the poor Debtors.

Protection till itdid. At this rate, a Man
that ventures to ferve a Government is if-

fallibly ruin’d; for if his Enemies fail to’

_ruin him, his Friends will not.
. Wethankfully acknowledge, that God Al-
mighty has feafonably, and miraculoufly in«
terpos’d, by his good Providence, to difperfe
the black Clouds that hover’d over Us, has
ent Us his prefent Majefty King GEORGE,
as his'Inftrument, to fecure our Liberties
and Properties, Jewels of the greateft Price;
but how much Benefit has the poor ftar-
ving Prifoner of thefe ? Shou’d the Preten-

~ der, Turk, or Jew, over-turn this Nation,

fo they broke open the Prifon Doors,
twould be a happy Change to thofe mifera-

“ble Wretches ; whoever releafes them from

Bondage they will account their beft Friend.

125

’Tis pity, that (according to former Cu- |

flom in a new Reign) there has not been
yet, one A& of Grace (as they call it) in

~ this, a general Difcharge for poor Prifoners

for Debt, thofe higheft Objetts of Charity :

~ If no other, or better Means are us’d, wou’d

to God this Book, or this part of it, which
relates to Debtors, might fall inte his Ma-
jefty’s Hands, and then let it be left to his
Royal Breaft (which is fill’ld with Good-
nefs and Compaffion) to reflett, that ag
he is God’s Vicegerent here, he fhowd alfo,

like that King of Kings, hold the Lives and

- Pre-
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Prefervation of all his faithful Subjets e-
qually dear to him, and not fuffer {o ma-

“ny Thoufands to be totally deprivd of alb

the Bleflings of his Reign. ~ Wo be to them
who hide thofe Things from his Eyes, and
iterpofe as a dark Cloud, or Shadow,

- between this Sun and the withering Plant,

which perifhes for want of his vital Heat ;
let the Sin lye at their Door, but on his
Head let the Crown flourifh,” If thefe ob-

‘durate Men efcape a Prifon here, which

Tally-

':Msn.

wou’d foon make them Converts to Com-
paffion, at leaft they wou’d have pity on
themfelves, if they had none for their Fel-
low Subjelts, and Fellow Chriftians, they
are in great Danger of a worfe Prifon here-
after, where there’s neither Bail, or Main-
prize, nor A& of Grace ever to be expedt-
ed, or granted: At which juft Tribunal

Mens Actions will be weigh’d in an equal
Ballance ; all Accounts made even, which

cannot be hop’d for in this World: Cruelty

and Oppreflion fhall’ then lofe its Power ;

There the Wicked ceafe from troubling;. there
be at refl.  There the ‘Prifoners

the Weary .
7eft togethe?, they hear uot the Voice of the
Oppreffor. - The [wall and great are there,
and the Servant is free from bis Mafter.
* Thofe Mifcreants call’d Tally-Men, who
truft poor People with wearing Apparel,
&, to be paid at a: certain Sum week}Y,
or

for thefe not ‘only live infinitely better for

Cafe of the poor Debtors,

for which they have an extravagant Profit,
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ufe this Way; when any Perfon comes to

take up Goods, they not only fet down the

Name, and Place of Abode of the Perfon
- fo trufted, but if they bring any Servant

with them to carry home the Goods, or a-

- ny Acquaintance, they fet down all their
- Names, and then upon any failure of the
- weekly Payments, they Arreft all, or-any
- of the Perfons; and eveéry Talley-Man ge-
- nerally keeps a Rogue of a Servant, who

he makes a Bailiff; and for every Arreft, if

~ the Debt is not, Eighteen Pence, exaéts ten
~ Shillings, befides other Fees. Whitechap-
- pel Goal is cramb’d full of thefe miferable

Creatures, at the Suit of Tally-Men; and

’tis thefe Rogues that chiefly ‘fupport that
- Court, as well as the Mayfhalfea ; and for
- the better Encouragement of Villany, which
. only promotes their Trade, the Plaintiff ve-
1y rarely, right or wrong, miffes of getting
- the Day'; {o that the whole Subfiftence of
~all that vaft Number of Infelts,
- on thefe wicked and barbarous Courts, is
- 0o the Bread, or rather Blood of the Poor,
' Widows and Orphans. . | |

dependant

The Debtors in Newgate , vefpec‘:ially

' thofe on Efcape Warrants, who are mixt
- with the Malefa&tors, are in much 2 worfe

Condition than the Thieves and Felons,

the
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¢he Thort time they are confin’d, being foon . |

releas’d ; and if they be hang’d, ’tis much

to be preferr’d before perpetual Imprifon- |

ment, to be by degrees perifhing with Hun-
ger, ' ,Cold, al}]’d other Hardfhips. )
What a Banter is Liberty and Property in
a Kingdom, where Credit is o neceffary to
its Trade ; but whena Tradefman fails by
unavoidable Misfortunes, even by trufting
the Government, or a Noble Man, againft
whofe Perfon he has no Remedy at Law,

‘his Creditor fhall have more Power over

him than his Prince, or as much as the moft

“abfolute Tyrant, to take all he has, and

then punifh his Body with the worft of
Deaths,perpetual Imprifonment; and where

_is the Benefit of all this, to render fuch a

“vaft Number of People ufelefs, -and their

Families a Burthen to the' Publick, and

- compel others to fly their Country, or to

Places of Sanftuary, where Numbers of

" unfortunate Perfons enter into an Aflociati-

on to ftand by one another with their Lives,

~ in defiance of all our Laws that relate to.

" Men upon a kind of a fatal Neceffity to

- itall, oras much of it as they can, which

turn Knaves, and wreck their Wit to evade

by the help of the Lawyers, " if they. have

fian

Commiffion of the Peace,
ftian_Severity ?. To none but to the ver
worft of Rogues that tread on the face ofthe .
Barth, viz, Pettifiggers, Goalers, Keepers of -~
Spunging-Houfes, ‘Bai/iffs; and their Dogs.

Before I have quite done with the Abuy- Commiflos
fes of the Law, 1 will rake a little No-o 2%

vy WAL N U= Peace.
tice of the Commiffion of the Peace. . ’Tis

139

a common, Proverb amongft Us, As Cor-
rupt as a Middlefex Juftice: And indeed. -

- they are corrupt enough, A Juftice of -

Peace is a very ufeful Magiftrate; if he keeps
to, or minds his Qath, and fuch as Wecoud

- not well be without ; he is ready at hand -
- to execute the Law, be g Terrory and -
- Check upon Evil-doers, and therefore thefe

- Magiftrates are plac’d in gre
- Inall Parts of the Kingdom, 7 Mid
- dlefex ; and the Nation more than futhici-

- ently furnifh’d with them, feeing hardly

- half of them A& for there is a material

. Diftinttion between an acting Juftice, as

| We call them, and an indolent one ; thofe..
- Who do.not A&, are either Gentlemen of
. good Eftates, orgood Pofts in the Govern-

, , . ment; and do not think it worth fheir
Debt. Thefe miferable Oppreflions put - While to negle@ ‘more profitable Bufinefsy
+ for the poor Satisfaction of ferving - their
- Country before themfelves. The alting
- Jultices are: generally :pofted in- Places of .~
Y.  greateft Altion,. iz among(t Pick-pockets,
Money, they may do; but where accrues, - Whores {énd:Zf/b?iev:egf,,fq{:h-ias'}f. inhabit the
as I faid before, the Benefit of all this unchri- N R 2R

great Numbers; .
efpecially Mid.

The  aling

AN '&:tws L
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Out=skirts, and pooreft Part of the Town, . |

where they are very Numerous; fgr_ Fhef-
g?:é: oFitlzlc'PeOple, 'yin thefe Cafes, brmg
in the largeft Contributions.. I knew ,3
Juftice at Stepney, that his Clerk *Farma
that Office of him at T'wo Hundsed Pounds

@ Annum, and got another Hundred- for

_ himfelf; and another Juftice of Peace in

Marine-[guare; who had -not-a Hundred

Pound 2 Year Eftate, liv’d at the Rate of

SN SCURE ' R I rere vee I
Five Hundred, for his Dominions were ve-

vy Extenfive, and brought him a great Re- | Peace ; but the Proofs and Particulars are -

sELVR v of Ratcliffe Hichwav.
re piz, a part of Rﬂtdzﬁe ng ha Ys
}g)n;lﬁ:;ﬁf)"zmle ) P'Cbmb-“lmze near White-

¢happle Church (in which Lane was not §

oné Houfe but was'a Bawdy Houlfe, or ¢
?}?:ltef for Thieves) K”Oc;k'Fefgﬂ:’_'a_ﬁﬂf
' Rag-Fuir, Places vaftly Populous with thefe

Sortof People, and moft, or all of them, |

were Tributaries to this Worthy Jui‘hc‘e,
who g’a‘}e them due Prote&icn and Encou-

. . oM. b
‘ragement, fo that round his Worfhip’s |/

ening, when the Cats u-
Houfe, in the Evening, w :

~duatly ftrole Abroad, you cowd not pafs,
fx;?th%m either having your Pocket pickt; |

v your Clothes torn off your Back, to o-

~ blige you'td go with them; and if the Que- |
?t]ilégrf ‘ZVZ.S éiskgd. why the Juftice of Peace, or |/
~ his Conflables; did not keep better Order,

ot fuffer thofe leud People o at fo open vk
?slwisz;f wer’d, That'the principal Lﬁ}?ﬁ? |

| Cammzﬁon of the Peace:

thereabouts for the Whores, 85, at N1ght,

was amongft the Coiiftablesat the Watch.

houte, clofe by tlie Juftice of Peace’s Houfe;
andthat two Conftables who jjve ia° Chutyeh:

lane, aforefaid; and daily dttended this Ti-
ftice, were feldom withotit feteral High:

way-Men, Whores; and Houfe-bregkers;

35 Lodgers, and Boarders in their Houfes,

"Tis too notorious to the world, the Bloc:
kifhnefs, Knavery, and Connivance at,
Lewdnefs, and Villiny of many Juftices of
very mruch too long to infert her, If mott
of thefe Gentlemen were dble and Horief};
twas impoffible fo little Notice wou’d be
taken of the many Orders; Proclamatigns,
£9c. dgain(t Vice and
iNoving Papifts & fromi the ¢

and keeping a ‘watchful Eye on the Enemies

Prophancnefs; Re.

of the Government, and Things of the like

INEVH Thit Office; throughi filchy Litcres

fake, Is cotrupted ag well s ofhers: A

Freach Proteftant ‘t0ld mie this Srofy iris
mediately, after it happen’d: In the latg
Queen’s Time [ié was at Tom’s Coffec-hotifg

in St. Martins-lane, Nihere the French freo
quent,{o that in'd Room full yoii will fearée-
ly find dn' Englify Man s dndl fome of his

Co’u‘dfxiy-‘:ﬁieh;’ v o 'v&é;j‘@?j@iﬁj@; bumg '

. . 3

talkinig of thie Fimes, told the Proteflinty

K 2

Ten' Milés ﬁo the Clty;

thiere, thl ehis' Kingdont wou'd not long.
k) w
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be a Shelter, ora Prote&ion for them, for . |
- the right Heir wou’d foon be reftor’d, and
then the Gallows, or the Gallies, wou’d be

their Portion, with many other treafonable
Words. The French Proteftant thought it

‘his Duty to difcover fuch profeft, and dan-

gerous Enemies to the Government; there-

fore went to a Juftice of Peace, gaveé in his
Information upon Oath againft his two
Country-men that fpoke the Words; ac- .}
- cordingly the Juftice of Peace granted his |
~Warrant, and they were brought before

him, and the Words prov’d by the Infor-
mant, and other Witnefs; and when they
expected the Juftice wou’d have committed

~them to Newgate, or the Gateboufe, in or-

der to be try’d for their Lives, he only

wou'd lay them by the Heels, and fo dif-
charg’d them. In the Evening, two Days

after, thefe two very Perfons met the French

Proteftant that inform’d againft them in St.
James’s Park, near the Paffage oppofite to
the Mews, and calling. him Hugonet Dog;

‘both drew their Swords, and had he not
- taken to his Heels, being an unarm’d Man,
~and fun into the Red Lion Inn, which is

. . jult by the Paflage, he had been Murther'd.

- When he told me this Story, I proffer’d togo
- before the Secretary of State with him,

and
‘hear

- gave them a flight Reprimand, and faid, If |
he ever heard they did the like again, he

i

mem
[

- Manners can thrive,

Commiffion of the Peace.
hear what he wou’d fay about hjs Country-
men and the Juftice of Peace s but the
Man was {o difcourag’d and frighten’d,
that, as he heard, fo he believd, moft oF
our Magiftrates were of a Piece with the.
Jultice; and faid, if he knew there was a
Defign to cut the Queen’s ‘Throat, he

~wou’d not trouble himfelfabout it, or ven- -
+ - ture ona Difcovery, for inftead of any Re-

ward he fhou’d expect nothing but to have
his own Throat cut for it. e
- *Tis in vain to think that Reformation of
an when the Juftices of
Peace, whofe particular Province is to take
careofthat Matter, want fomuch Reformjne
themfelves. *Tis with good Reafon belicy’d”.
that had only the Commiffion of the Peace
been put into good Hands, it wou’d have
been very difficult for the Enemies of oy
Peace to have promoted fuch Riots, and e-

- ven Rebellion, as has lately fpread it felf fo
- univerfally over the Kingdom. There can-

not be too great Caution, or Care taken,
n appointing Gentlemen for that Commiff-
on, becaufe the Quiet and Welfare of his
Majefty’s Subjefs, in a high Degree, de-
pends on it; and not to beftow that Ho-
nour, and Truft in one, asa Feather in his

'} Cap, who never intends to alt; and to a-
-nother, it may be, not hearty for the Go-

vernment ; or at leaft Ignorant, Indigent,
K 3 , or:
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or Avaricious, and will not ftick toplayat | pue admive ar the Benefit of this excellent
1mall Game rather than ftand out, and o | Court. 'They will, now and then, catch
admit of Whores and Thieves ashis Tribu. | poor Dog, make him ftand in-a white
‘taries. oo | Sheet, do Penance for calling a Woman
Eeclefafii- T muft haye one little Touch on the Ee- | Whore; but as for Blafphemy, Whoring,
b ot clefiaftical Couyt, vilgarly call’d Doctors | &9¢c.. Sins they are fuperior to their Neighe
" Commons; here is an Augean Stable of Filth  “bours in, is not their Bufinefs to fupprefs,
that requires a Hercales to remove. This . except they begin the Reformation in thern-
Spawn, or Relick of Popery, is thought to . [felves; for my part, T never heard {uch open
o ‘be perfe@ly needlefs, for the Courts of | ‘Blafphemies;” and Prophanenefs, as from
f? Common Law may have Offices to prove, | ‘thefe fort of Men, and Men fo aniverfally
and regifter Wills, “or any other neceflary detefted, and fpoken againtt by all Sorts
‘Bufinefs they tranfad ;- 5 that this Place 15 “of People. I have known feveral Papifts
only & Harbour for the yrorft Herd of black wou’d undertake to -prove, that in fome
g:atde ﬂ} thengde ; and thOfC Ofthem Refpe&g thl'S Court is 'more Arbityaly,
that are not Atheilts, haye generally grear and worfe than their Courts of Inquifition
Inclinations o Mother Church of Rome, however, I do underftand but a very fmall
who firft modell’d their Court, and fo'con- part of their Myftery of Iniquity, and fhall
fequently thegreateft Jacohitesin this Coun- proceed-to my Inftance of a Marriage..
_ A young Man, an Apprentice, before 4, 1,.

ily- BUtfbhOOth th!s 13 21 SpiFlCualCOUI‘f, .
hiS IHdGD;EUfGS WEre C:’Epil"d,' COUITCd 21 ﬂ‘{”‘ie ofa'
] 30y Trial -

but I fear of the Kingdom of Darknefs,
which punifhes Foraication, . Adultery, Maid, and married her, which was kep /!
Blafphemy, and the like; determines the | private, and a convenient 1.od ging taken Manrge.
Cafe of Marriages, ‘whether lawful ar un= ' for her accordingly ; foon after he was out |
lawful, and is of great Ufe to feparate 3 | of his Time, a Fortune fell to him, and an
Man from hiS’-Wi‘fﬁﬁﬁWh"?D he grows weary I Offer of another Woman with Money ,
~ofher, and has Money enough to pay forit, | whom he lik’d better than his Wife; bug

as I will give‘an-Inffance prefently.  And, | not knowing how to get rid of her, was

.~ indeed, ifany one wowd confider how Vir- | foon put into the ‘Way by a Do@ors Com-

i tuous, and Religious the prefent Age is, and | mons Man, which was thus, He cited his

P how thefe Vices are punifh’d, they cannot | wigs ¢o prove her Marriage ; upon the
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- their own Office, as it'appear’d by their

Esclefiaftical Court.

"\ Trial, which T heard, the Woman firft

brought feveral credible Witneffes to her

Reputation; prov’d the previous Court-

thip, afterwards they took a Licence out of

Regifter; then the Marriage by virtue of
that Licence, and the Regifter of the Church

N Book,  together with the Witnefs of thé

Clerk, and fome others prefent at the Wed- -

ding. Then the People of the Houfe where
they lay the firft Night, and three Perfons
fwore they faw them put to Bed together,
afterwards the People of the Lodging which

he took for her, depos’d, That he for feveral

Months own’d her for his Wife, provided
for her accordingly, befides feveral Letters
from him fhe produc’d to the fame purpofe.

~ Yet all'this wou’d not do, for the Judge ve-

1y learnedly determin’d, that whereas their.

Books inform’d them ’cwas requifite to have
about Fifteen or Sixteen Qualifications to

prove a legal Marriage, and this géod Wo-

man wanting two or three of them, he pro-
nounc’d it ' no Martiage (and by the fame
Rule might have unmarried the whole King-

dom, and made 'all Mens Wives Whores)
and the young Fellow, whofatlaughing i

the Couit all the while, was left at liberty
to marry who he pleas’d; the Judge not re-

- garding the Curfe entail’d on thofe who

part Man and’ Wife. The poor Womarm,
{ SEC TR P ‘o co VJhCn

- Ecclefiaftical Conrt.
when fhe heard the curfed Sentence, and
her Doom, fell down in a Swoon in the

Court, and the Women who heard the Tri-

al, were for pulling the Judge, and Coun-
cils Throats out, for they fear’d it wou’d
be a Prefident for all their Husbands to get
rid of them; but when fhe recoverd, ap-
peal’d from this unjuft Tribunal, to the
righteous Judgment Seat of God ; but her
Lawyers were of Opinion, ’twere better
for her to appeal to the Court of Delegates,
which ‘wou’d not coft her above a Hundred

} Pounds; but fhe had not the tenth Part.of
§ that Sum to fpend, and then if her Huf-
§ band had more Money than fhe, *twas
§ Tento One if fhe was not left as they found
§ her, except eafing her of all her Money. -

"If this Caufe had been try’d in the ordi-

§ nary Courfe of Juftice at Common Law,
{ bya Jury, *twasmorally impoffible to have
| pack’d fucha Set of Men together as wou’d
| have given fo black a Verdi&t. - |
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‘There has been Fourty Thoufand Pounds .

| Ipent in a Caufe of Marriage, in that Court,
| andbefore the Delegates, of a great Fortune
- marrying two Gentlemen, who fhou’d be
- the Husband, which they left undetermin’d
| atlaft; and I heard an old Pro&or of the
| Commonsfay, that he was afraid he fhou’d

. heverlive'to {ee fo good Times again ; T de-
- manded of him, what Times he meant, he

 faid,

i
s



“;_‘Selﬁﬂ V‘"‘eﬁries.’ -
faid, the Time ofthe Plague, and the Time
of that fat Caufe, in both which he got

an'Bftate, -

" 1 went to Dinner with fome of the Do-

‘&ors. who were Council agdinft the poor
Woman beforemention’d, and ask’d them

“whether they did not think that Man

was as lawfully married to the Woman

they pleaded againft, as any Man in Eng-
Jand ~ras to his Wife; they confelt they

‘believ’d fo; -but what was that to them,

- Seledt Ve-
- fhries.”

who were Council retain’d on the other
Side. "Twas confidently reported amongft
them, that the Judge had a Hundred and
Thirty Guineas for a Bribe, befidesthe o-
ther Bribes and Charges the Villain wasat
to be parted from his Wife ; But this wick«
ed Judge; that'never did any Thing with-
out a Bribe, died miferably foon after.

. It wow’d be too long to enumerate all the
Chargeablenefs, Litigioufnefs, Bribery ,

‘and Corruption of the Admiralty Coudt,

i the Profecution and Condemnation of
Prizes taken in the late Wars; but this I
fuppofe, as well as infinite other Villanies,
will be fet forth at large in the Book the
Géntleman is writing, before {pokenof.. -

Another great Grievance to the Nation,
is Select Veftries in moft Parifhes through-

Fuftice Holt, in a Trial before him, call’d
it ‘ o - Select

~cel of Fellows,
of the Parifh; and in {ome Cafes of more

| - Seledt .Véﬁrie&.‘ L
§elel Companies of Rogues: They area par-
In many Places, the Dregs

Authority than a Houfe of Commons, for

- they can levy Money at Difcretion upon

the Subject ; folely by their Arbitrary Wi

_ t;-folely b Arbitra il
and Pleafure make a Diftrefs, and: lel the
Goods immediately. -~ -

»‘ Thgyifchpofe themfelves; for when any
of their Society dies, or is otherwife difpos’d

of,. they ele& another in his Room, and fo
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render themfelves perpetual; a Privilege the

Houfe of Commeons havenot, - - -

Parifh Officers, and as Btibery, Favour, or
Affettion. fways, ‘can compel, or excufe a
Parifhioner to ferve in the meaneft and mofk
tl‘oubl?efqme'Ofﬁce.in theParith. -
They influence mightily Ele&ions in Par-

- liament, Mayors, Common-Council-Men,
- Y, for if a Parifhioner will not Vote as
- they will have him, they will be fure to fit
~ upon his Skirts, - | R

- They. ‘Audit their own Accounts, by

choofing fome of their -own Body for that
Office. . In fhort, a great ‘many'gther'ROa |
- gueries, Cheats, and Oppreffions, they ex-
- ereifein their Parifhes,
- ‘ - Power,” and continuing ‘it to "themfelves,
out the Kingdom: Thefe the late Lord Chief |

by having folargea

which is great Temptation-to Corruption ;

' all whmh might be gafily remedied, by clip-

ping

- - They choofé all Lecturers, and' -bthér-;

n
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ping their Prerogative, and making them
be chofe Annually by the Parifh. .

- Incredible are the Sums of Money rais’d
through England for the Poor, tho’ the
Streets fwarm with-Beggars; and ’tis be-
yond all doubt, that hardly a moiety of it is
really, orjuftly apply’d to that Ufe.- -

I might here touch upon the Corruption, |}

and Abufe in Hofpitals, and in all charita-
ble Foundations ; but leaft this Book fhou’d
{well to-a greater ‘Bulk than Tintended, it
muft be let alone for the prefent.
Obfervari-  But I cannot omit fome Obfervations on
C gelm Greenwich Hofpital, becaufe it relates to our
© wich tof-Seamen. King WILLIAM, when he
© el yiew’d this Hofpital, faid, The Englifh bad
the Vanity to make magnificent Palaces for
‘Beggars, when their Princes liv’d in Cotta-
yes. : The Revenue of this. Hofpital is not
fupported by a Tax on any other of the Sub-
jets but the poor Sazilors, they paying Six
Pence a Month out of their Pay; this, with
Gifts given to it, is in great partlaid out in
a ftately Stru€ure; which,  tho’ it be ne-

ver fo much for the Glory of the Nation, is

very little for the Benefit of the Seamen;

on the: contrary, the Building being fo

chargeable, the lefs Men can be enter-
tain’d. in it till. the whole Hofpital is fi-
nifl’d, which according to the prefent Plan,
and progrefs of the Works, cannot be in

| R ~ many

many Years. But what fignifies all this
‘Grandure of an out-fide Building to a poor
Sailor, in which he muft be confin’d from’
his Wife and Relations during Life, and
made do a needlefs Duty. *Tis computed
the Charge of every Man there amounts

. to about 33 Pound ¥ Awuum ; now give

cach of thefe Men but 20 Pound a Year
Penfion, and let him fhift for himfelf, and

- he will be ten Times better pleas’d. . Few
- Men but have Kindred and Friends, who
| they wou’d be glad, after'the Hazards and
- Fatigues of a very troublefome . Life, to
- dpend the latter Part: of their Days with,
- and even be buried in the Graves of their -
- Families: This .wou’d be attended with
- great Advantages to. the poor Men, and
- tothe Government likewife; the poor Men

- wouwd difperfe themfelves all over. the King-

' dom, get into cheap Countries, where they

- mighe plentifully Board for ten Pounds a

- Year, be under no Confinement ;. Liberty,

- next to Health, being the greateft Plea-
~{ure of Life; and many of them having
| good natural Parts, wou’d fo pleafe the .
- Country Gentlemen and Farmers with
~ their Converfation, ‘and Relation of Sea-

~ Adventures, which the Country People are
~1na great meafure Strangers to, that they

- wowd be generally caref’d, made eafie,
- #nd happy in their Circumftances, and per-

{wads

iz e e

Seny,
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Obfervations on Greenwich Hofpital.
{wade a great many young Fellows into &
love of the Service at Sea. =

The ' Advantages to the Government
wou’d be; that as thefe Men by Inclinatiz
on, fo by Duty dnd Gratitude, wou’d hold
therifelves Bound to {pread the Praifes of it,

as much asin them ldy, and take off miflead

Peoples Prejudices from it, and be-living
Monuments of the Care the Governinent
takes of thofe who faithifully ferve it ; But
thefe good Confequencescannot be {uppos’d;
if thefe Men; who by this Way wou’d dif-
perfe themfelves in all Corners of the King:
dom ,  continue-to be cotip’d up inf Oné
Place; where their Confinement; 4nd ill

petual Murmurings amongft them.

- 'But another great Advantage that wou’d
accrue to the State; wou’d be; that *twou’d
fave a great deal of Money by it; which i
a weighty Confideration now a-days, and

indeed in all Timies: There is about 560"

Men now in this Hofpital, and if this Me:

maintains thefe 460 Men upon the Efta-
blifhment they dreat prefent, there may be
1500, with each a Penfion of 36 1. @ "4
num, for the Officers of the Hofpital {Sral,
Jdow up a vaft Suri,; of Wwhich theré wouwd

and Corruptions i all thofe Foundations. |

- of t]

The great Truft vefted in the Steward of
this Hofpital, without a legal or regular

Obfervations on Greenwich Hofpital, 14

Controul, ‘or Check, gives great Opportu-
nities for Collufions, Bribery, and other

Abufes.

Here all Juftice ahd Difci-;p‘l'iné is turn’d

out of Doors, and the Ufage of the Navy
at Sea, and at Land, where any Order.is

obferv’d, which is for Superiors to be pre=

fgerr’c!f before Inferiors, as in Penfions, and
the like, where the Rank and Quality of

- the Perfon, according to the Poft he fervd,
18 'a.l wayvs regarded ; butin this Hofpital 'tis

- quite the ‘contrary, the Warrant Offcsrs,
- tuch %Fzzrﬁm, Boatfwains, Maflers,Guu~
Ufaoe: fours their Temper: and coufes ver | 7675 €5%. are not diftinguilh’d from the
Ufage; fours theitr Temper; and caufeés pet - common Séatnen, and :thgir’&szi&uals many
- times fo bad, that I have heard them fay,
~ they have fometimes fold their Dinner fora
- Penny, ora Half-penny, when by the Par-

+ tiality, Favour, or fofne other By-ends of

- the Managers of ‘this Hofpital, there are
- Pellows eall’d Boatfwains, who are put o=

\

10d ‘were put in Prallife; the Charge that | YL thefe Warrant Oficers ‘Heads, have a
thod ‘were put in Practife; the Charge tha - particular Table allow’d them, have the boft

1e Meat cither roaft or boil’d, as'they

- think fir, with Attendance on them, and
 half a Cr
~ {hion’d ‘Boat/wains are com pos’d of Marine

owna Week; and thefe new fa-

- rant
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‘rant Officers, who have liv’d wellyand been |

refpe@ed with Commiﬂio;"z”@jﬁgg@
3?13?33; EZPI;eﬂiﬂ, and even to the common
Sailors, to have fuch Perfons who the_y
knew :&broad to ferve in no other Capaci-.

ties than above,and were defpis’d in time of

Service by the meaneft Seamen, as mugg
below them, to bevafhorf, vwhfere’g?) :&ie
| ice I y preferr ?

any Service 1s, not only p ¢
?}Eemy ‘but even the Warrant Offcérs them

fel"i‘el;n here is fo much Refpect fliew’d to

dation of this Hofpital; as well as all
(I:tcl)ll:;_d‘aélllarities, is in time corrupted,axllld
inverted ; ’tis thought, that take awaybt 1e
Blew-coat Habit of the Children of Chrift
Church Hofpital,inthe City,founded by King

Edwardthe 6th, and inafew Years,infteadof |

ildr ' d f the
Children of poor decay’d Freemes o :
215:57(: gelttilng in tglere-, the Aldermen, and o:

. ] . Dil
ith their Off-fpring ; but ’tis the Dif
;ﬁgg‘gf thzl, Habit:p that’_gene’rally hinders

’ : wic ital; if a Scru-

hans ;" {o Greezzwzchojj?zm,, Scru-
8;?7 or ’Viﬁtation was r;nady:, ’twould 36
foun’d upon a firict Examm,atxo.ni,thae,hard,
lya moiety of the Men are entit gi,yaccorb;.
‘izg to the Laws of the ,;fFoundgfgl(l)xR tcc; me
| . is is the Ef ) 1 Recoms¢
th ere,thxs ' the Bitet ofpowexr_tigf;datith'f

~ mendations, when g Gent
to be rid of an old Servant,

© only ereéled, I wowd nor bé tho

'~ thefe Evils tor the futire;

- Age,lofs of Sight, Limbs;or fuch Diftempers
s totally render them incapable of {o muck

| ds ftitring Abroad s and fo it becomes abfo.
lutely neceflary fome Places fhould be fer a.
| part either 0 Cure themy or Cherifh them

&
<

Ondes

- Obfervations on Greeniwich Hyfpital:

lemdn hasa mind
which he is go
- willing to provide otherwife for, by Bribery,
- dnd other clandefting Ways, tothe unjuftly
- Thutting out the deferving, but decdy’d §ai:
lors, for whofe Reljef this Hofpity) wag
, ed. 1 1ought, by
- this, to infinuate the tarning out of any old
- decay’d Men; who dre now there, let theny
- get in whichWay_they‘cou’d, God forbid § )
- my Intent is only o give Hints to prevend

-, Befidesall this, for very finan Offeficgs;
- the brave Szilys are often turn’d out of the
 Hofpital, and o haye their Bread takey
. from them upon every Caprice, or Prejus
. dice of the Officérs ; a very hard Cafe; thag
- after Twenty Years, of more, fiithful Ser-
- vice of their Country; to be rob’d of tha¢
I Rewardto which they are {o

- and which thejr ov/n Bretl

juftly entitldy
ther wealthy Citizens; wow'd fill the Hofpi-

1wen pay fory
but this they wou'd not be i hazard of}
- orliable to, if’tvras put upon the Foot of 4
_ Aaetall oor | Penfion; and indeed the true Intent of AHy/-
the others, and is a Prote&ion to the poor | Pitals Nras originall y for thofe they call Ins
| valids, difeas’d, crdifabled Men, by greag

—

iy
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iinder the Infpe&tion of able Phyficians
Chirnrgeons, and Nurfes; but moft of the
Perfons put into this Hofpital, are health-
ful, and hearty old Men, who yet, by
their long Service, are entitl’d to this Cha-
rity ; and many of therh have fome Art, or
Trade that wowd be a great help to them,;
ifat liberty to make ufe of it. |
>Tis too long for this Place to enter into

the Detail of all the Abufes and Corvuptions |

of this Hofpital, of which I cow’d mufter
inany more ; and ’¢would be perfeftly need-
lefs, if the above Method is taken, which
wowd effeftually put an end to them. The
Lame, the Blind or ‘Bed-rid; might be re-
mov’d to Chélfea, or where elfe the Governs
ment pleas’d: The Revenue of this Ho/pi-
tal, paid into his Majefiy’s Exchequer, and
the Pexfions to the Men paid in what Me-

thod the Government thinks fit; or if the |

Receiver General of the Kjug’s Taxes in the

inight fave, or gdin many Thoufands of
Pounds, or be enabled to cherifh fo many

nore Seamen. The Ho/pital converted in-|

t0

Countries where the Men refide,, were em: |
power’d to pay them quarterly, “twou’d be |
much for the Eafe of the poor Men, and the |
Credit of the Government, which wou’d |
hardly feel it, confidering the Kjzug had the |
Incomes of the Hofpital paid into his Ex-|

theguer; by which Means the Government |

. 7t_¢ ; C 1. . . *
tisa Complication of Diftempers,
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toone of the Palazes for our Kings, which --7
by its magnificent; and convenient Situati-
onto receive Ambafladors ; the Advantage
of the Hill, and River, to make Ca’fcadr;gs?
Fountains, and other Water Works - and
Nature having been lavifh of all her rural
Beaum,es_to make the Park the pleafantef}
fpot of Ground in England, ~rith fuch 4
Profpect as the Earth does no where ¢l af-

ford;  this, together with Whitehall < her

built, and Hampton Conrt already built; alf

upon the Banks of the nobleft Rjver in the
World, wou’d be eruly fuch a Glory o the
N_auqn, as cow’d not be parallel’d thiroughs
out the Unijverfe. ’ s
~To Sum up what I have already faid, ¥
fhallonly obferve, that *tis wonderful tocon.
ﬁder the Power and Sti‘ength of this King=

dom by what jt bears, like a to‘ugh Wf%l

bred Horfe that can hardly be rid to Dieath -

half thefe Diftethpers, one wou’d think.

were fufficient to ruin or debilitate 'thg‘

grf’;g‘tng’c Monarchy on Earth; B

or P{"gs I(])({)’g *t(gibfe gn;?agm’d, that I can think, Tis o .

thefe Fuily cot tis polfible to remedy alf #hougtriaé

: VIS at once, or of a fudden ; . no, gé'al}eqé‘ni’dr””

e epomplication of Dift s, and {ome all ¢he L-? :

rrelironical, whichare not tobe cur’d wigh 9% oni- .

a few Dofes of Phiyfick ; Time, and cé‘h-ﬂm{iof i

- ‘ : s . . _ inthis
gf_ant A:pplxcat1on to 1t muflt do the Worl Beok af
Y deg-_x ¢es ;3 and fome of the moft notorjoris ™™
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The Infin-

i cerity of

A

she Age.

Of a Publick Spirit.
of them may be eafily remov’d, fuch as
the Marfhal’s Court, Abufe of Goals, Re-
lief of Poor Debtors, €5¢.  But I will ha-

ften to my<concluding Difcourfe, of a Pub-

lick Spirit.

The little Senfe the Age has left of Hu-

nonry, Truth, and Sincerity, isa great Mif-
fortune to Us; thefe afe hardly counted
neceflary Qualifications of a Gentleman,
Men effe(t to appear Popular, by having

-great Levies conftantly attending them;

this Policy they hope will induce the Go-
izernmentyto cgln‘t lt)heir Friendfhp, a‘nd~
fo confequently get good Places. But
with humble Submiffion, if the Govern-
ent rhakes this the only Rule to ad-
vance People to great Employments, it

may very often chance to take in Perfons

who will do it a Pound of Mifchief for an
Ounce of Service; for generally thefe are
a fort of Courtiers, vho ufe a World of
Compliments, are wonderful Civil, and
Aiberal of Profeffions of Services to every

- body that applies to themi, but do for

none but thofe they get moft by, They
never fuffer their Hearts and Tongues to a-

~gree together: They very rarely mean as

- they fay, but promife you one thing tho

they intend quite the contrary ; make you

-+ conftantly wait upon them; keep you on
- the Rack and Torture for Months and

- they intend to do for you,

ing and bafe
- if he has the
- and Honefty,

- time of attending, whether Le can, or will
~ lerve him., A

. as much above, and
- ful Arts, Shifts,
- as heis above them in Birth, Fortune, or

then is asa dead Weight, which finks
- s much in Contempr under the loweft de-
yeal\'Sj’ ; . .

Of a Publick Spirat.,

Years, before they will grant you the Coxp
de Grace, to put youout of Pain, and k]|
you quite. o | |
- This manner of Proceeding is ver
wide of the Notions of Honour th
in China: There *tis a Cuftom amongft &t
the Courtiers, and beft educated Perfops, =
that inftead of oral Compliments, they
glvVE you a written Proteftation of ‘what

: that if they fajl
of their Promife, to rémain as a Teftimony
againft them, and a Mark of the greateft
Infamy. If our Courtiers and Gentlemen
did fo, and there was 2 Law to fue them

14.9

- for breach of Promife, I doubt there wou’d

be more Bankrupts amongft the Qualit

for Debts of Honour, than among(t the
- Tradefmen for Debts of Money, o

How many havebeen rujn’d by thistrick. My
Infincerity ! Cannog 4 Man, 14 by
leaft regard to true Honour, ﬁ;ﬂé”fj’é’
tell a Perfon, after a fimal] Gourtiers,

Man of Quality fhow’d pe
defpife the mean piti-
and Vices of the vulgar,

Station ; but when he does that whichan
honeft Porter wou’d blafh at, his Qualiry

him

L3 gree

——
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'gree of the People, as before he feem’d to

Be above the common level of Mankind.
If a drunken Linkman, or Carman, {how’d
be guilty of fome notorious Indecency in the
Street, to the open view of the Mob, it
wou’d not be fo odious, or wonderful in
them, as in a Gentleman well dreft.

" If to live eafy and quict, and fometimes
to enjoy our own Company in a little Re-
tirement, free from the noifeand hurry of
this World, be a great Happinefs, I can-
ot fee the Prudence of thofe Perfons, wha
create to them{elves this perpetual Teafing

of pumberlefs Followers, and Solicitors

‘r Favours; by voluntarily and need
lefly promifing 1o one part of them to
whom - they cannot be as good as their
word; and the other, ~what they never
intend to perform. If they wouwd ufe

mmore Sincerity, they wouwd infallibly rid

themfelves of abundance of importunate-

Suitors, and get the valuable Reputation of
‘Men of true Honour, No Man in his Sen-
{es can be angry, when he is deny’d that

~which the Perfon he {olicits fairly fhows|
him he has neither Reafon or Obligation |
‘to do for hum; or otherwife, that’tis not ||
in his Power: But to keep People in Fopes,|

make them loofe their Time, expend their
Money, difappoint them ofocher Opportunt-
ties,all witha Defignto deceivethem at laft,

el S S ‘“““f’f‘:""’j‘ TUUEL i«&

57h

~Prince a great dif-fervice, by {fowring, and of & mean,

‘admirable Sermon of his, which is {fhock- !

- Of a Publick Sperit.
is fo vile, that it wants a Name, and onl
{ferves to entail Curfes, and lafting Infamy,

IS[

inftead of Bleffings, and a good Charalter. -

What the Policy, or Intent of fuch Pro-
ceedings is (which is, or have been fo fa-
fhionable and common amongft our modern o
‘Conrtiers) or what good Account it will o
turn to, let thofe experience who makea
‘Merit by fuch difhonourable Ways. 1do B
‘not charge all Men of Figure with this
manner of Behaviour; I know fome worthy
Perfons that fcorn it, who have more no- :
ib!e' Sou-ls;' the other being the Marks of a Infincevits
‘pitiful Spirit, and as I faid before, does their ¢4 Mart-
alienating the Hearts of his Subjects from o
him; for if thefe great Men, by reafon of
their Pofts, reprefent his Majefty, through

whofe Hands he conveys his Adminiftrati- :
on to his Subjects, they leave the Impreffi-
ofi of a bad Prince on the Minds of the Peo= 7

‘ple for making choice of fuch ill Minifters.

This brings me ftill to affirm; that as a

“Publick Spirit is abfolutely neceflary ina

Great Man, not only for the Service of the
Prince, but good of the People, fo Religi- religion

-on is the effential Qualification of a Publick ke Efen-:

fpirited Man. And here I humbly beg ff;éﬁa‘%f;:

Jeave to diffent from the Opinion of an ex-of a Pub-|

cellent Prelate, who has one Paffage in an kPl

w
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ing to me; and either I cannot agree to it, |

or comprehend it. - Twou’d not have Great.
nefs complimented at the Expence of Reli-
gion ; this, Ithink, iscarrying the Matter

~ a little too far. ,

I remember an eminent Divize laid him-
{elf very open for juft Cenfure, ina Sermon
he preach’d at the Funeral of a great Drke,
‘wherein he made many Panegyricks on his
Grace’s fuperior and exalted Underftanding,

‘and pav’d the Way eafy for him, and thofe
of like Quality and Gifts, to go to Heaver

- by a “Death-bed Repentange; and though

their whole Life, toa great Age, had been

a continued Series of Lewdnefs and Debau- |
- makes ufe of no Fools for his principal In-
- ftruments. The Apoftle fays, from whence
- comes Wars and Fightings, &c. but from
o your Lafls or Fices. Sacred Writ fThows
 usmany Inftances of, a wicked King, a wic-

chery, yet at the laft they might repent
with {fuch a Grace, and in {fo Polite a man-
ner, as wou'd in probability atone for all

paft Mifcarriages, which a poor and vulgar -

Capacity was not capable of. This Doc-

trine tmakes the reverfe of our Saviour’s,

for then ’tis eafy for the Rich, who have
good Education; and hard for the Poor,

who'have noae, to enter the Kingdom of

Heaven: No, zhe fighing of a contrite
Heart is more eloguent with God, than all

“the fine Orations Man’s Learning can in-

vent. : R
~ But to retura to the Paffage out of this
Jate Sermon (excepting which I admire g-
yery Wordof thereft.) =~ - -

Of a Publick Spiris,

’ ”’dl‘ilz\n/ls grea§ ‘Prelﬁte does allow, that wic-
ke en, ecia reat ones, endanger
the Chur(‘)l;e And Iy : 7
afterwards he feems to deny it. But he fays,
Wicked Men, of good Abilities, will always
be employ’d in all Governments, 1 fear ’twill
be found too fad a Truth whatmy Lord fays,
that wicked Men of good Abilities will al-
ways be employ’d in all Governments ;
and he might have faid, have been always
employ’d, for otherwife, how cou’d come
all the Calamities that have fallen upon
Mankind in all Ages? but from the Wic-
kednefs of the Men in Power. The Devil,
our capital Enemy, the Deftroyer of Men,

- ked People; a good King, a good People;
| and our own Experience tells Us, an un-
- godly Court, an ungodly City: And the

Contagion feldom fails to fpread as far as

. the Country; a drunken Parfon, a drun-
- ken Parifh.” This is only to fhow what is
- the natural Confequences, or can be expeQ-
- ¢d from the Examples of thofe in Power ;
. and that God has no where promifed Pro.
 Iperity, Bleffings, or that any Good fhall
| fome from the Adminiftration of fuch Mi-

nifters,

; and I fay the State too, though -
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nifters. Our Bleﬁ"edsaviom' fays to his A- .
poftles,

Let your Light fo fhine before Meun,
that they fecing your good Works, may glori-
e your Father which is in Heaven. Mini-

“frers of ‘State ftand in the higheft Places,

and ftrongeft Lights, and ’tis of no {mall
Confequence in what Colours they appear,
Our Princes, Kings, and Queens, have fre-
quently iffued out Proclamations againft
Vice, Immorality and Prophanenefs, take
Notice of it in Speeches to their Parlia-
ments ; and many times declare, thatonly

Virtuous and Religious Perfons fhall be beft
intitul’d to their Favours. I hope all Peo- |

ple think they werein earneft.
© My Lord further fays, The Saints did ne-

ver yet govern the Earth, nor ever will,

Whether the Saints have, we muft exa
rine; but when they fhall have any fhare |

in governing the Earth, I cannot tell;

there’s not much Profpet of it now, the |
more’s the pity ; but if the Saints are not |
the Governors of the World, they fhall be |
- the Fudges of it; yet in old, if not in later |

Times, Saints did govern part of the Earth,

. St. Abrabam, ‘St. Job, St.‘David, St. Heze- |
. kiab, St. Fofiab; and many more in later A- |
‘ges, Confiantine the Great, and other good |
‘Chriftian Emperors; in our Nation, King|
- Edward, Queen Elizabeth, and many more |
“pious Princes, who had alfo religious 'I\iﬁini-
SIS - ‘ fters; |

P
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3 : ‘ ‘ : :
fters, who we hope are Saints in Heaven,

Befides, his Lordfhip, and the reft of the

good Bifhops, who have much better Ti-
tle to be Saints, than many that have been
Canoniz’d, are part of our Government
or Governors, as they are Peers of the
Realm. R : | |
_ But to proceed, his Lordfip fays, f eak-
ing of Minifters of State. j‘l)‘PThZ'y, a'r% the
. Men of Judgment, Languages, Dexteri-
“ ty and Skill, that know the World A-
“ broad, and all its Interefts, and that
: throughly underftand Mankind, that e-
. Jer were employ’d, and ever muil be u-
: fed by States and Princes, whether they
. be Virtuous or Religious, or no; that
“is their own Concern, and they muft
“ look to it. Princes and States, if they
é _wﬂ'l .b.e {fecure, muft have regard to fuch

Abilities, and Qualities, as are proper for
their Service; and would, no queftion of
it,be very glad to have themalfo Virtuous
and Religious ; but they muft often be
content without the latter, if they find
the former., In Countries, where the
% Clergy themfelves are Minifters of State,
“ and execute all the great Offices of the
“ Country, why even there, there is little
¢ orno Regard had in the choofing them,
¢ to their fuperior Learning, Virtue, and
. Religion, Auftere Behaviour, and a Ho-

“ly

€«

I
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“ly Life, but to other Qualities, menti- |

“ on’d before, even fuch, and the fame as
“ recommend Lay-men to States and Prin-
¢ ces for their Minifters : And they do not
“ think the Church is any waysendanger’d
“ by vicious Minifters, if they be otherwife
“ qualify’d, by Faithfulnefs, by Diligence,
¢ and Application to their proper Bufinef-
¢“ fes. 1donot mean hereby to yield {o far
“ to the reigning Calumny, as to fuppofe
¢ the prefent Miniftry to be a Vicious one,
“ beyond what has been before, for I am
“ as fure of the contrary, as one can be of
“ any fuch Matter. But I wou’d fay, that
“ fuppofing it were fo, yet is the Church
“ in no Danger by that. :

My Lord was pleas’d to allow, a little

before this Paragraph, that every Na-
tional Church is, and always was in
‘Danger from wicked Men of no Religion,
“ from the Wickednefs of many who pro-
“ fefs the true Religion, and from all
“ the evil Paffions, Corruptions, and bad
¢ Principles of the Men: that compofe the
“ Body of it. And yet afterwards his
“ Lordfhip fays, That Princes do not think
“ the Church is any ways endanger’d
“ by vicious Minifters, if they other
“ wife qualified, by Faithfulnefs, by Dili-
“ gence, and Application to their proper
“ Bufinefles,” Faithfulnels, I humbly

' - con-

!

- Meceffary to qualifv Men, if you excludk

Of @ Publick Spirii.

- cohceive, might have been left out, for
- Faithfulnefs, ina ftri¢t Senfe, or good Caufe,
- isa great part of Religion, which is rarely, -
- or never found in a vicious Perfon. Dili-
- gence, and Application tothe height of Per-
- feCtion, may be found in the Devil and his
- Miniftets, not often to be had in a debauche
- Perfon; for his Vices, and finful Pleafures,
- generally take up fo much of his time, that
- hecannot attend much to Bufinefs, and fo
- they are generally the unfitteft Perfons to
- be depended on in any Bufinefs whatever,
-~ efpecially Matters of moment; and tho’
- they do not do the Devil fo univerfal a Ser-
- vice as the Atheift, who wou’d root up the
- very Foundation of all Religion, yet ’tis
- impoflible they can do God, his Church and
' Peopleany good; they chiefly takecareofone
 thing, that is to go to Hell themfelves, and
. are bad Precedents for others to follow their
- pernicious Examples; but the Atheift wou’d
| perfwade the whole World to accompany
- him to Perdition. The Hypocrite is the
- moft telerable of the Three, for in erdea-
- Vouring to cheat God, he cheats himfelf,
- and fo generally goes to the Devil alone,
- Without carrying othiers with him.

be other- |

I muft confefs, in Artsand Sciences, fuch

as Mufick, Painting, ArchiteGure, Car-
~ ving, €9¢. Religion is not fo abfolute}fy
e

“ the

v\“\ﬁ
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the Bleffing that attends religious Men in

all their Undertakings; but Minifters of - moft danger, the Souls or Bodies of Men ?

State; Wwho have the Care and Protettion.
of the Chiirch, as well as the othier part of
the Government committed to them, to ex-
pe& Safety, or any Good from them, if
they are Perfons of no Religion, or live as
if they had none, which is much at one, is
paft my Comprehenfion. Religion has the

~ Promife of this Life as well as the next,. or

otherwife we mock God, when we pray
both in Publick and Private for Profperity
and Succefs in our temporal Concerns as
well as fpiritual: We are not entitul’d to
the daily Bread which fuftains our Lives;
till we ask it of that God which the Atheift
or Irreligious Man denies. No doubt of it,
I may be laugh’d at for the weaknefs of my
Parts, and Reafoning, however, I cannot

but Religious, and I {hall not envy the Man

A better,and wifer Man than we have now

~ upon Barth, after he had ranfack’d all the

Store-Houfes, and Treafures of Nature for
Wifdom, at laft concluded, Behold the fear

 of the LORD, that is Wildom, and to de-

part from Evil is Underflanding. But to re- | believe Princes ought to look to it, if they

turn, ~

- Yam very much ppzlc;d,rigl;tly, to kriow
what’tis moft that endangers Criff’s Church, |

“and

Of a Publick Spirit.

and when it totters or fhakes, which s in

159

Rightly to diftinguifh between the tempo-

ral Advantages of this Life,and what purel
leads to the Happine(s hereafter. Our Bleffed

Savionr {ays his Kingdom is not of this World,

;md his Kingdom and Chareh, T think, is
much the fame ; then if it is of the Happi-

nefs hereafter, as undoubtedly he means,

theri nothing hurts the Church but what
£ hurts the Soul of Man, which I’m fure wic- -
ked Men can be no good Guardians of. If it

be the temporal Advantages here, viz. Pow-

erand Riches, I do not know but wicked
~ Men may be thought, by fome, as proper to
- fecure that, as good Men, but in that they

may chance to be miftaken. My Lord.is

| pleastd to fiy,  That Minifters of State
g ‘ ¥ mu e Men of [ <
pafs this Matter {lightly over; make me | ! ° Men of Judgment, Languages,
b
of the brighteft Qualifications without it. |

Dexterity and Skill, that know the World
Abroad; and all its Interefts, and that
throughly underftand Mankind, that e-
* ver were employ’d, and ever muft be u-
fed by States, and Princes, whether they
be Virtuous or Religious, or no, that is
their own Concern, and they muft look
“ toit.” Butwith humble Submiffion, ¥

believe 2 God and Religion; for they can-
not reafonably; or ought not to promife to
themfelves any Blefling and Succefs from

the
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the Negotiations or Adminiftration of wic- .

ked Men: God feldom makes ufe of the
Devils Tools to do his Work; or at leaft

ought not to preflime upon employing
the Devil’s Servants to carry on the Caufe of
~ God either in Church or State. But what
I chiefly contend for is, that Virtue and Re-
ligion ought to be the firft and greatet Qua-
lification to be look’d out in a Perfon de:
fign’d for a Minifter of State, or indeed a-
hy othier publick Employment ; where this
is found, there you may depend is Faith-
fulnefs, Diligence, and Application to dif-
charge their Truft with a clear Confcience,
void of Offence towards God, their Prince;
and Fellow Subjes ; there’s no unlawful

Ambition, Avarice, Corruption, By-ends; .

the Familiars that perpetually attend and
haunt wicked Men. As to the other Quali
fications, ’tis ftrange that no religious Men
can be found that are of “ Judgment, that
“ underftand Languages, Dexterity and
« Skill, that know the World Abroad; and

< all its Interefts, and that thoroughly un-

¢ derftand Mankind.” As to Languages, no
~ doubt, there are religious Men who under-

ftand them as well as wicked Men; Judg-
ment, Dexterity dnd Skill, are much the
fame. Honefty, we fay, is the beft Poli-
¢y. Now Honefty is a part of Religion.

ag
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- as to the Choice of Minifters beyond Sea,
even Clergymen, if they have Languages, -
- Dexterity and Skill, without regard to any -
- other Qualifications, I.hope is no Example
for-Us; We are not fond to Copy after
~any Roman Catholick Patterns of Policy,
~cither in Religion or State. What I fhall
labour to fhow is, that Religion is not only
 the chief Qualification in Minifters, or Gos
- vernours, both of Church and State, but
- without that Qualification all the reft will
- not anfwer the true Ends of the Happinefs
- of Men here and hereafter, the only End
that God_defign’d in all Government : and
that on the Council and Endeavours of Vers
- twous and Religious Minifters, Succefs and .
Bleflings attend; to prove this by Fafk,
| which is the beft way of Proof, my
- Reading and Memory will furnifh but very
few, but without queftion there are man
- more.  Was there ever any Prince had an
1 abler and better Minifter of State than Si¢

little

Francis Walfingham in Queen Elizabeth’s

Reign, and he was a very Religious and
. Pious Man? Was we ever bleft with a bet-
ter Judge than the Lord Chief Fuffice Hales,

~and he was a Holy Man and great Divine ?
Our prefent two Lord Chief Feftices are Re
ligiods Perfons, and Divines : '

The Great
Duke of MARLBOROUG H, -to his {it-

- moft (in the Vice and Corruption, of a nus

melrous

What this Right Reverend Prelate fays,

e
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mei«oius Army) kept up the Splllf OF RE‘Hm

gion by the many Days he appointed for Hu-
miliation and Thank{giving by his own ex-
cellent Example of Sobriety, Temperance
and Command of his Paflions. *Tis draw-
ing a bad Piture of the Age, that there can
hardly now be found out a Man of Reli-
gion that is qualified for a great Poft: The

“Uncharitable and Cenforious give out {o,

but 1 believe ’tis far from my Lord’
Thoughts, becaufe the contrary is Falt;
for if T have, among others, the true Cha-
racter of fome very Honourable Perfons,
in particular, who now fill the greateft
Pofts in the Kingdom, they are Perfons of
Vertue and Religion; but fometimes it
may chance, that in the brighteft Difcour-
fes there may happen an unguarded Expref
fion, which may want an Explanation

Ieverdid, and do greatly venerate. But

fide.

~In China State Employments are con-

fert’d on none but fuch as are. capable of
: them,

fo much out-do Chtiftians in Points of Ho-
- nour, or rather

falfe Religions teach not better Leflons,

- or fo good as our true one.

’Tis not the Pride, or itch of Cavilling that melancholy Parallels, or Refletions, that

tempts, or prompts metofind fault with this, | T muft go no further with them, but proceed

or any Work of {o Excellenta Man, whom | to fome more Inftances

‘ _ } ; . Force of Religion i
~my Lord, in his Goodnefs, will pardon me, - Affairs ; 'nZiltghlgx? LZI?HI

‘when ’tis only my fincere Zeal for Religion | what need there is to feparate’ either our

that makes me prefume to take this Free- |

dom, whichif T am in an Error, Ibelieve | ligion. The Divige Wifdom that fends Us to

-~ my Lord himfelf will think it is on the right | ‘H

i
i

- great Perfonages cannot
. Employs of their Fathers, nor entitle them-
. felves to their Glory,
- tion, if they do not equal or furpafs them in % f=
. Vertue, Fixing /
- and not to the Bluod. |
Place, Eftate, or Nobility in Turkey, pug /0

R T I . . - . _ and not to
- all muft rife by dint of Merit ; and thefe the Blood,

- Peoples Words are
. cred than our Oaths. It is enough to raife an
~ honeft Man’s Spleen, or utmoft Indignation, #ayze
. to think that Heighens and Infidels Ihou’d’ Freferment

Of a Publick Sparat,
and e'qdued with rare and excellent
That 0o Man be eftcemed Noble,

163 |

~ them,
Qualities,
~ if be be not Vertuons : That the Children of

be admitted to the

Honour and Reputa- In China
v e Nobilite.

thus Nobility to the Perfon, :ogzbbz:”y

No Man inherits Merits of

generally kept more fa- inTuriey,

70 other

but Meris,

ertue : Certainly their

Thefe are fuch

of the Policy and
Civil and Military
conceive how, or

emporal or Spiritual Concerns from Re-

caven, is the beft Policy on Earth ; efpe-

- cially in a Country wheté the true Religion

i

is Eftablifh’d as well as profeft. In Mil-
fary . Affairs We fee the Force of it in oltilr
- M2 late
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late Civil Wars between King and Parlia--

ment. ‘The Roxnd-beads, if they were not

{incere in their Hearts, yet they reap’d

mighty Advantages over the King’s Forces,
by keeping up the very out-fide of it; for
at firft they were beaten, till they took up
the Spiritual Weapons of Religion and- So-

briety toaffift their Carnal Weapons; and |-
whatever their Leaders were in their Hearts,

moft of their Followers were certainly fin-

cere, and very zealous, for thcley "believ’:Ii
their Caufe was of God and Religion, an ~ keep him out fo long ? Which he thus an.
lity of the King’s Party and Army, conclu- |
~ ding they who were moft Religious muft |
- confequently have God on their fide, and the |
Event all along feem’d to prove it, And I}
am afraid that even the Rebels of" thofe
Times will rife up in Judgment againft the |

- Saints of this Age. - NTR
As the Ufurper Cromwel’s Army wasj
-compos’d of Religious Officers and Soldi-|
ers, {0-was his Council : No openly Wickel|
Man cou’d be employ’d under him; open}|.
{candalous, and flagrant Sins were feverely ||
punifh’d, particularly Blafphemy, a Wic |
kednefs that now Reigns with Impunity,|
“and without Controul, - of which the Romar|,

confirm’d themfelves in it, by the Immora-

‘Catholicks juftly upbraid Us; forthey fay,
that tho’ We have fevere Laws, and punilh
‘Words againft our Prince, there’s very few,

of|
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or none call’d to Account for {peaking T'rea-
fon againft the Greatr Majefly of Heaven

and Earth, which no Greatnefs, Quality,"

or Friends, can excufe or fave from Punifh-
ment amongf(t them ; and this is the chief
Reafon they give for fetting up Courts of In-
quifition. : |

"T'is faid that King. Charles the fecond

~ asked Tharloe, Oliver Cromwell’s Secretary,

who liv’d after the Reftoration, how could
Cromwel and his Adherents, which were
hardly a hundredth Part of the Nation,

fwer’d, That they employ’d no one, efpe-
cially in a Place of 'Truft, but what wasa
religious and fober Man, at leaft of their
Religion, and fuch Men they courted -to
ferve them, by which they were fure to be
faithfully ferv’d. They did not give thefe
Men the Trouble to follicite for Places,
(far from buying) they having no manner
of Regard to fuch fort of Applications,
which with them was rather to hinder a
Man from Preferment, than ever procure
him a Place; and that they had fuch a Re-
gard for a Zeal for their Caufe, which was
carry’d on under the Mask of Religion,
however, it had the outward Signs of ir,
fuch as a fober and vertuous Life, that
they did not much ftudy any other Parts
to recommend a Perfon to them for great
- M3 - Em-
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Employments. Thus the Fleet was com.

manded by Horfe-Officers, and the Navy
manag’d by Perfons that had ferv’d no
Apprenticefhip there, and had not early
learn’d the Art of cheating. There was

" no bugbear Obje&tions againft a Man’s

want of Abilities and Experience, if he
had thefe more valuable ones, of a Publick
Spirit, and a Zeal for his Country. By
which Management in their fhort Admini-
ftration, they ftrucka great Terror in the
world, and made all Nations within their
Reach fubmit to them.

If a Religious Zeal for a bad Caufe, an
Ufurpation : If at worft an outfide of Re-
ligion could be of fuch Force, and like a
‘Torrent bear down all before it, what cou’d

not the Power of true Religion in a legal |

Governmentdo. Say what we pleafe, ’tis

the greateft Wifdom, and that is the beft |

Policy in all Governments, and this Politick
Part of Religion was the Motive that in-
duc’d me to prefume to fhow my Diflent

from my Lord’s Opinion, but for the Di-

vinity part of it, weall agree.

I {hall now goa little farther, and make
fome few Obfervations on Publick Writers,
that have recommended Religion and Ver-
tue tous ; I do not mean Divizes, 1 havea
great Reverence for the Sacred Order, and
if 1 have offended in what 1 have already
faid, I humbly beg Pardon. SR )

o
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I fhall publifh no Books of the Right
the Chriftian Church, of Free-T, binkz';zir: ;(?]:

Letters to the Pope to make all Proteflant -

Priefts, in fome Degree, and in the Cafe
of .I.nfalh.bility greater Cheats than the
Popifh Priefts, much good may it do them,
with their Wit this Way. Tis an Order
effential to the true Religion as well as a

falle. Down with the Order, or bring it

- into the utmoft Contempt, which is much
. at One, and then every
¢+ what Religion pleafes him beft, or think a-
- way all Religion. The Cheats of fome
- Priefls, or falfe ones, isno Argument againft
- the Inftitution, no more than the Abufe

Man may fet up

. of Religion, is a Reafon that weare to

. have no Religion at all.

Notwithftandin
what falfe colouring witty Men may ;)ugt

- upon it, the Defign.to an ordinary Capa-

-~ city, is plainly levell’d to difcredit Reli-
© gion, and this Ufe the prophane and cor-
|+ rupt Part of Mankind make of it, and

- give great Scandal to the Religious Part.
. As much as we defpife a Prieft or Minifter

- of the Gofpel in\our Health, and gay part
- of our Life; we cry out for hisHelp, when
- our Mind is diftemper’d, under the Pangs
. of a guilty Confcience, under the Agonies
- of a wicked mif-fpent Life on a fick Bed ;
- Oh then the Phyfician of the Soul is thought

neceflary, but they are not often call’d for,
| M4 - bue
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but when we are ina manner paft Hopes .|

and Cure. I am notfond of a Cafe-hardu
en’d Confcience, which will rarely ftand
Proof on a dying Bed, and never in the
Day of Judgment. ’Tis worth the while
of the longeft Liver here to fecure fome
Cordials of Comfort in our laft Moments ;
on the other Side, all the fenfual Pleafures
that we flrive to gratifie our unfatiable Lufts
with, cannot in the leaft compenfate for the
Terrors and Torments of a defpairing and

ing Sinner. |
dyﬁ'igis abominable to {ee the licentious Li-
berty that is taken, not in our innocent

but rather wicked Diverfions, at the Thea- |-

tres, with fuch a daring Impudence to a-
bufe fo confiderable an Order of Men as
‘the Clergy, no inconfiderable a Part of our

‘Conflizution, by frequently expofing the |

Charalter upon an open Stage, to make

Sport for ‘Bzffoons and Rakes, having a
ftanding Rule amongft the Scum and Rot- |
‘ten Part of the Creation, never to bringa ||
- Parfor 10 a&k any other Part than that of |
~a Fool, Drunkard, or Knave, with vila- |

nous Nick-names. Such Prophanenefs,

Folly, and Audacioufnefs, was never fuf- | a good Confcience void of Offence towards

_fer’d, or fo much as heard of, in any o- 'God and Man, be ftronger Ties than all

“ther Countreys of the World, Cl.lriftian
or Heathen; defpife and fcandalize the
~ Artifts, and the Arts or Science will have |/

ligtle Credit,  © £
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I am not fetting up as a Defender of
the Clergy, in Order to court thejr Fa.

vour, as fome may infinuate, they are Gen-

tlemen of Learning and Parts, and ftand
in little need of me for an Advocate, nej-
theram I a Bigot. Imuft keep to my Text,
.and anfwer, as well I can, the Title of my
Book (az Publick Spirit) which T affirm,
cannot be feparated from, or {ubfit with-
out Religion. A Man of no Religion will
do good to no Body but himfelf, or only to
them which fuit beft with his Intereft,
Nothing teaches that excellent Grace or
Vertue of Charity but Religion, and what
is of fo extenfive a Good to Mankind as
Charity. As long as there are fome Pafla-
ges in the Scripture, which need Expound-

ing to a vulgar Capacity, and Ordinances

annex’d to the Chriffian Religion, which
muft only be perform’d by the Order of
Priefls, 1o long they are of abfolute Necef..
fity, and of infinite’ Ufe to Mankind, not

only for our furure Happinefs, but well go-

verning the World. If convincing Men
of the Certainty of Rewardsand Punifh-
ments hereafter, the Neceffity of keeping

human Laws, which by cunning Men may
be evaded, be needful to make Men good

Subjects as well as good Chriftians, fo long

theyf ‘
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they are neceffary, notwithftanding all the |

ifchiefs evil Priefts do, for which they
i\ge accountable not only to God but to
Men. T do not defign to compliment all
forts of Priefts, and fo jumble good and@
bad together, but why fhould t_:he Qrdel
be infulted or abus’d,. for the Mifcarriages
of fome? We do not {o treat Profeflfors of
other Sciences, tho’ every one of them ‘has
their Quacks and Mountebanks.  Priefts
have their human Frailties as well as the
Laity, tho’ not fo common, and if we are
fcandalized at the loofe Behaviour of one

Prieft, God bethanked, we need not travel

fartofind outa better ; many of themarefur-
nifl’d with Variety of good Qualities, Pi-
ous Lives, profound Learning, Wit, goo.d
Englifhmen, and as great Lovers of their
Country, as the heartieft Lay-man of us

all. |
But to return to fuch Lay-Men as have

. Obfervaii- . /=1
| "’"f".” moft excellently painted Religion and Ver-
i ;%’,’Zﬁ’f tue in the moft beautiful Colours, and Vice

" ahat bave in its true Deformities, but have only pra-
1 vecom-
. mended

" Religion all the A&tionsand Condu& of their Lives.

i and Ver- Methinks I fee thefe Men after thev have
| dues

<tis’d the latter, and deny’d the former in

blifh’d fome admirable Work to perfwade
?l?é \;Vo.rld to tread in thefe Paths of- ‘Pmcc?
and Happinefs, amongft their drunken, de-

bauch’d, Atheiftical Comrades, laugh aa;i’

~ are the greateft
- Religion.

- Neceflity

Of @ Publick Spirit.
all they have done, to fee how much Mo-
ney they have got
make others believe that, to which they
give no Credit themfelves. This would
not pafsin fobad Times as Ofiver Cromwell’s.
Living vertuoufly was what he requir’d
more than fine writing or prating of it,

- I'muft confefs that denying Religion in our
- Lives, and defying
- too, is a horrible Aggravation; but who
- daresdo that, not the very Devil himfelf, for
- he could hardly deccive any one that way,
- becaufe inthe worft of Men there is fo much
- of the Divine Ray,
~ that they cannot help giving an Approba-
- tion to Religion and Vertue,
- confefs {o notorious a Truth,

 calculated and moft agreeable for the Hap-
- pinefs of Mankind here ;
- Dot much thank thofe Men who barely

 commend Religion and Vertue by their
- Writings,

or writing againft it

or a fecret Impulfe left,

or at leaft to
as that ’tis beft

therefore we do
re-

and deny it in their A&ions,

Example, every one allows, is of greater

- Ufe and more prevalent than Precept ; but
| I am of Opinion that thefe fine Orators for
Vertwe and Piety, that give the Lye by
- their Altions to all they fay in their Works,
Enemies, of all others, to

How naufeous it is to fee thofe
bright Authors labour to convince us of the
of Fuftice, Integrity, T empe-
- o yance,

by endeavouring to
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vance, Chaftity, and all other moral Ver- |

tues, as moft beneficial for our‘}}{zppme{'s;
here, and well-being hereafter, a(xl]‘ DS}‘:m
pay their own Debts, nOt\'WthﬁaI'll'mgh c;g
have great Incomes, ruin Fami ies, a,evr
no Regard to their Word or Honciu:, o_\;us-
reach every one they can, live a L}X.urllvI )
debauch’d and leud Life, {pend tllattonoo-
ney upon Strumpets, Treatsand G ué] lty;
which belongs to their Creditors, {helte
themfelves under Protections from theILa'\xr(i
and all this while rendring thofe Fools.an

Villains who make the fame Vices their |

sraltife. “This brings the greateft Difcre-
gftagc;ﬁ%ble upon H(;Dne&y and Vertue : for

if a Parfon that is drunk all the Week with |-

. e e = i uch
his Parifhioners, preaches never fo m

for Sobriety ona Sunday, he creates onlya |

- e M ” d
oreat deal of Laughter and Ridicule, an
fxﬁ; c:]ao Comveré; his Dotrine fhall
make few orno Saints, but infallibly har.

I ' ice, by his|
inners, and propagate Vice, :
foandt ’ livi Such Authors |
are wonderful Promoters of Atheifm, for |
~ ~when their Lives are as con{picuous as their |
it 1 inner or pro-|
ritings, the f{taggering Sinner or :
“hane. e form thefe Arguments |
from it (efpecially having the Welghtlof

- his own Corruptions to throw in the Scale) |
~ If a Man of this fublime Senfe and Genius,
~ inhis Life and Converfation, follows noncf

{candalous Way of living,

phane, will eafily

-vewly and exalted Subjeét, to a Panegyrick

Of a Publick Spirat.

of thofe Rules he preferibes to us, *tis jm-
poffible he can believe, what he wou’d
have us believe :
otherwife than he, who is fo much fuperi-
Or t0 us in Wifdom, Learning and Parts s
His Condu is not a bit of a Piece with
his Profeffions, therefore we think it the
moft rational Way to be guided by his Pra-
&ife, which is fo much more - agreeable
to our Inclinations than to mind his fine
worded Harangnes, which no doubt he
made more for his own Profit and Advan-
tage, than for ours, as likely to get him a
Reputation he has no juft Title to, and
bring him in moft Money. -

Therecanbe no Communication between
Chrift and Belial, we cannot ferve God
and Mammon. N otwithftanding thefe fine

- Writers would fain keep a fair Correfpon-
- dencewith both,wou’d willingly deceive the

World, and fometimes put on the Drefs of
an dngel of Light, yet for all that they
cannot hide their cloven Foot, becaufe they

have fuch a Love and hankering after thofe

favourite Vices, which in their Writings
they declaim againft, that to pleafe them-
felves: and. their leud Companions, the

will fink from Heaven to Hell, fall from the
Starsupona Dunghill or intoa Fakes, from
a Paper writ one Day upon the moft Hea-

the

Why fhould we think
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the next on a vile Player, filly Buffoon, 4- |

theift, finifht Rake, or profligate Rogze,
with the moft moving Expreflions, that
wit and Eloquence can diftate, or invent;
fo that if they have a Divine Pen, they
have a polluted, groveling, and dirty Soul,
a rottennefs at Heart; and a down-right,
plain honeft Man of a ¢ommon Capacity,
is as much above them in the fight and
efteem of God and all good Men, as they

wou’d be thought fuperior to him in Learn-

ing, Oratory, and Poetry. They frequent-
ly betray themfelves into a falfe, or dege-
nerate fort of Wit, by pittifully condefcend-
ing to treat of trifling, whiffling Subjetts
not worth mentioning, and fit only to
make Prophane ‘Debanchees, Fops, ‘Beats,
Cocquets, Prades, and fuch like Animals or

they often Sacrifice, or Proftitute thofe ad-
mirable Talents given them by God for
the good of Mankind, to the Service of the

-Devil, and to the moft vile and unworthy

‘Subjels. | .
I forefee that amongft many others, one

~ fault may be found with this' Book, that

in Matters of fuch Importance which are
here treated of, there aretold a great ma-
ny little trifling Stories, which depreci-
ate the Subje&t. I can only anfwer, that
if there is any Weight, or Credit, in the

Of a Publick Spirir.

reft, they may eafily be left out ; however

if they were, then there wou’d arife ano-

ther Obje&tion (for ’tis very hard

every one) that here is a}!;undanctg g}ea;f{'g:
ferting, but nothing prov’d, and to gratifie
thefe laft Gentlemen without (as I think)
hurting the Book, I have annex’d thefe
few Falls, as Patterns, by which you
may the better judge of whole Pjeces
ﬁx(lother Objection may be, that my Book is
ike a Cart Wheel, that throws Dirt all
round it ; but how cow’d T anfwer my Ti-
tle of a Publick Spirit, if I look’d only one
way. The Stock-Jobber likes, and ap-

proves very well of what I have wrie
;g‘_avmﬁ the Lawyers ; the Lawyer .g;;ttl?;
riir{leb?ft ;l;e Sg?clllf-fjobbers, and {o of the
- Telt; ay alle '

tatler Tafeéts, Grin, and Laugh. Thus | y ele Gentlemen are equal-

ly in my Favour; Tama Bigot in nothing,

1 l}ate not one Knave more than another
- neither have I any Bias, becaufe of their
- Difference in Religion or Profeffion: fhake
them all in a Bag, and ’tis nota F:atrthing

Matter who comes out firft: I love that

- {fort of Greatnefs of Soul ich i 1

- to be honeft without re’fe:zfléfCh ° paring
- have atted but in low Scenes of Life, and
thofe Things that occurr’d to my ’own‘
- Knowledge T fpeak of; but inftead of ap-
. 8ravating Crimes, 2
h the Reader, that the two principal A&ors
e, | " | i

I own, T

I fincerely protet to

in
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in this Treatife, viz. the Stock-Jobber |

awyer, have both of them affur’d me,
3?331%1?:: };'ra;akly confeft, after they heard
what T have writ againft them : That asl

was not Lett into all their Secrets, fo I

as but little qualified to write a Hiftory
:ﬁileir Rogue?ies, ~which was far beyol‘lq
my Knowledge, or .Capacity, an% re<
quir’d large Volumns upon each Head. ”

Perhaps all the Things contain’d in _t}:}s
Pamphlet may not be fit to be Publifh’d,
for fome bold Truths are not con.vemep{g to
be told at all Times, or any T 1me?»»elyi%)§-‘.
cially in thefe later Ages of the \'X/ord :
but that, I humbly fubmit to better J 111 'gt;
ments; yet if there is one Page in1t, whic _
may be of Service to my Prince and '@C\o‘un-‘
try, ’tis worth the PainsT have taken to
write this Book. "Tis a ftrange  Merce-
nary way of Writing, fit for a Qltl‘mirous
narrow Soul, or rather for a Sicophant,

to employ all his Talent to Court the Par-

spermoft, and fcribble himfelf into a
;?}ialcl:g??;ﬁth,thefe Writers all are Saints

" thatare in Power, and all Devils that are

out: Let the Knave who is generally an

with{tanding his Pretences to the contrary,
be told of his Faults without fear of his
Power, or Greatnefs, I have{ taK;n ti.ui

iefe, for incipal Perfons I point
Courfe, for the princip Ip e

Vengeance to all

+ they will raife all their

1S ‘ play the Hypocrite. ‘ AT
ey at which is call’d Good, not- ', As toParties, I thank God; Tam a Pro2
Enemy to that whi - teftant of the C’hurch of Eng

~ Lover of King GEORGE becaufe he js a

' feither know, or own any other King, and

| Of 6 Publick Sperdt, .
at (if they are not now; and I hope they
are not) have been in great Pofts; and T

affirm, ’tis not with .any felfifli ends I

have dope this; which I conceive every one
will eafily grant that reads. this Treatife,
it being in all likelihood fo far from bring-
ing a Reward to the Author; that s more,
than probable, ’twill make him a Mark of

the Villains in the King-
dom, who are no inconfiderable Party for
Number and Powei; and I muft expect that

Batteries againft

- this Book, and pelt it with pretended And
- fwers: _
-~ bear the Light; they hate all Advocated
- for the wrong’d and opprefs’d, which de:
- ftroy their Trade, However, T would havé
° thefe Gentlemen know, that I do not write
-~ through any private Pique or Refentment;
- but in pure Zeal to my Country; and relate
. hothing but whatTam throughly perfwaded
- 4re Falls 5 and if People will not believe
- me, Tcannot help it, tho' I have given ng
. Occafion in any A&ion of my Life, that

‘Thofe Sons of Darknefs cannot

know of, for Men to think that I will ’evef

land, a fincere

Proteftant, and our Second Dx LIVERER, and

haves
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have, and ever had a great Zeal for my.

- right Ufe of them,;

Of a Publick Spirit.

Country, and the PROTESTANT SuccCEssi-
ox in particular, as iofeparable with its

‘Happinefs, and Charity for all honeft Men
“of what Perfwafion foever; and let other
People think as they pleafe, I believe no |
Party, or Name, fanltifies a Knave; and |
“Lie that cheats, or ill ferves his Prince, or |
-Country, which is all one, Itaketobethe |
worft of Men ; for if all who ferve the Go- | -
“vernment were of the wicked Principles be-
“fore fpoken of, the Nation muft be infalli- | .
“bly ruin’d: ’Tis bad enough now, but ’tis | |
-not quite fo bad, but there are a great ma- |
ny good and valuable Men in Euglend ; but|
~what is moft of all for our Comfort is, that |
‘We have an Excellent Prince given Us by|
‘God, whofe Providence in placing him here, |-
and the defeating all the Defigns of His,|
-and Our Enemies, has been fo con{picuous,|
that 2 Man mufl renounce common Senfe,|
and Reafon, or at leaft- Religion, or that|
- there.s fuch a Thing as a Providence that|
governs the World, who deniesit. Toge-|
ther with this great Bleffing of our King,|
and the Advantages that God and Nature|

< has given Us, by the Scituation and Pro-|’
du&tions of our noble Ifland, let Us fhow|
‘Our Thankfulnefs to the Giver of all good}|
Gifts, for giving Us the Beft, by making 2|
and every Subjeét of}
King|.

mg.ke this their Rule, or Maxim to walk

Of a Publick Spirss.
King GEORGE contribute what he ca
to enable his Majefty, who is V<n=:ll=.eﬁclin’ﬁl1

in his own Excellent Nature, to make ajl

his People Happy, which can be done

no Ways but by God’s ; that is, by doi:lw)ér
Jultice, encouraging Religion, Vertue, and
Merit, and particularly Publick Spirited
Men, which generally ‘includes all the o-
ther Qualifications, making Trade flourith,
which employs the Poor; for Idlencfs js

- without queftion a great Caufe of uneafi-

nefs between Subjeéts and their Princ
Then fee what difcontented T, raytor, let hg{
be of never fo great Quality, can find Tools

to work with, if the meaner Sort of Peo. |

ple were made Happy by honeft Labour :
When the Father ﬂfapﬁl fay to his Ch-ildr‘én"
Thave lived in many Reigns, but never faw
fo good Times; our Poor are employ’d, our
Trade encreafes, or Navy flourithes, which
Is the Glory and Safety of our Country ;
our Seamen’s Groans, which pierc’d Hea-
ven by reafon of their Oppreffions, are
ceasd ; Wealth flows in upon Us; our Na-
tion bears the greateft Figure of any King-
dom in the World ; my Son, Learz to blefs
God and the King, and meddle not with them
that are given to change, .
_Ifall'Perfons, efpecially thofe who have
Places, or Pofts in the Government, wou’d

Nz by;
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by, Firft for the Publick, ‘then for my Self;
inftead of preferring, or putting Self before
the Publick, which is of that tendency,
that Self employs fo much of our Care and

Thoughts, that We have generally very
little to fpate for the Publick. Moft Men

ook only one Way,and few take care tolook

‘round them : T am confident that were our
narrow Profpe@s a little more extended,

it wowd very much mend the Times, and

veform the Age; but fome People are fo
befotted, and blinded by Self-Intereft; that
they do not perceive the fatal Confequences
that may attend the Publick, and at laft
" themfelves by this wretchednefs of Spirit.
What folid Satisfa&ion is there in this Life,
if this is not fo, to have a moderate Com-
petency, honeftly and defervedly got, in
the true Service of ones Country, with the
Pleafure to behold our Relations, Fellow
Creatures, Fellow Subjetts, and Chriftians,
Happy as well as We, and that We have
contributed on our part to make them fo.
To make our Country look as if We were

God, Favourites of Heaven; but alas!
~ when fhall We fee thefe Times? Undoubt-
edly with God’s help, ’tis in our Power
when We pleafe, for there is nothing ob-

firucts thefe. Golden Days but want of a

) Of a Publick Spirer.
Publick Spirit: *Tis a ftrange Curfe lai
upon a Man, that when he %}35 got c?Fli;;”rld
Thoufand Pound, he wants to make it'uy
a Hundred Thoufand, and then is not fag
El?ﬁed but muft make that up Two, tho’
trs ten to one, whether he enjoys the
Comforts, or hasa Soul to enjoy even the

. Neceflaries of Life half fo much as a

Eha't has but Five Hundred Pound a Yl\g;ﬁ'
a’_l[l‘;s ta c;lrfte{d Pleafure (if any Pleafure at
o look on great heaps :
- one has no Pov%er to dop b o
gmkle ufe of, and this Wealth moftly
C)Z) ’é :t:r}ffum of our Neighbours, and OLll”
he Wife Hollzzders have not fo Exorbi-
| tant Rich Men as We, but have more, flzelr‘
- their Wealth is more equally diftributed.Our
Noble Men and Houfeof Commons, which
reprefent Millions of People, the pooreft as
well,as‘nche.{’r, are all Gentlemen of Eftates

1 walld in with Plenty and Pleafures ; they’
. lfeldom give themfelves Leifure, or the
. . . . e | Trouble, to look into the Cafe of the Poor
diftinguift’d from the reft of Mankind, and | | 2nd Unfortunate, or can hardly have any

made the Peculiar, and Sele& People of | Ideas of the Miferies of thofe many Thou- .

good with, or
got

fands who lie perithing in the Streets and

Prifons ; they are unacquainted with thofe

}\;/_ardﬂaips, the gripes of Poverty and
Want, and the Cries of ftarving Infants;
tis true, @Qod, and i 7
s » @od, an Man ordains there

N 3 fhall
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‘fhall be Degrees amongft Men, for {o Di- .
- reft here as well as hereafter; I cannot fee

- in any Thing they are incompatible
- are certainly link’d together ;pa 1{‘4;’} g:g a
~ enjoy all the true Pleafures of Life, with-

vine Writ tells us, the Angels are diftin.
nifh’d; but if Gentlemen of Fortunes
wou'd refle€t, that without the help of

~ the Poor, or meaner Sort of People, they

cou’d not be mounted fo much above the
common Level. If their Tenants cou’d
not pay their Rents, what wou’d they be
more than other Men ; and if they wouwd
have Humility, they might confider, that
perhaps, now they are of no more Account
with God than the pooreft Man, who they
think fo infinitely below them in this
world: There is no Treafure or Title of
any Efteem with God but Charity, Ver-
tue, and Religion; but if God has given
them fo much a larger fhare of Temporal
Bleflings, ’tis imparted to them by the

ginable ought to be taken of thefe neceflary

 Men ; otherwife, inftead ofa Great Mans

having a Coach and Six Horfes, a fplendid

Foot, be reduc’d to a Morfel of Bread,

and in a worfe Condition than the mean-

eft Man, by Reafon one can work, and | .
- beyond this Globe; and Ambition well

- regulated is the nobleft Paffion of the
- Mind, and feems to lift Men as much
above thelr_own Species, as. they are a-

the other not; fuch is, and have been the
Viciffitudes of Humane Affairs, the Un-
ftability and Uncertainty of Temporal
Glory. -~ .

~N
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Men generally miftake their true Inte-

- out enfringing any Religious Duty ; i
- cent  Pleafures a§1je the only fu}!;é:ai;ligl
- Ones; the Man of a little Soul, who pre-
~ fers nothing but the Prefent, argues thus
I matter not what becomes of the Nation’
- orany Body elfe but my Self, the Nation
. will hold out longer than 1 fhall live;
 my Bulinefs is only to confider my Self,
- and pleafe all my fenfual Appetites, for I
- know, nor defire to know not greater Fe-
- licity.  Such Men muft firft be wholly a-
~ bandon’d toall Religion and Honour, have
. no concern for the Prefent or Pofterity
Hands of the Poor, fothat all the Careima- | And Sccondly, to all Senfe of the greatcft
g a-nd'.fubhmeﬁ Pleafure, doing Good ; ’tis
- an infallible Argument of a grovéling
. Brute, an Enemy to Mankind, and {how’d

Equipage, many Difhes of Meat daily at accordingly be banifh’d humane Society.

_ his Table; He may chance at laft go a

The better part of Man, the Soul, one

- wowd think, fhou’d not have thefe fcant
Views; this World is too little to fill its
- Capacioufnefs, itlooks, and covets Things

N 4 bove

e
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7 bove the other Creatures; ’tis a Divine |
 Godlike Paffion to endeavour to refemble |

that Infinite Being, whole Image was
ftampt upon Us to that end; and how
can that be, except We imitate him in
his Univerfal Beneficence. How truly
great does that rich’ Man appear, whofe
conftant Atrendants are numberlefs Blef-
fings of the poor People, to whom he
hath been a common Prote&or and Fa-
ther; to have the Heavenly Satisfaltion
to think, that as the Divine Impulfe, or Spi-
rit has prompted him to ferve the Publick
in General, and do good to many Families
in Particular, fo the Approbation of that
blefled Spirit by his Confcience bearing him
Witnefs, that he has done the Work of Gad
(which is every Man’s Duty) is a continu-
al Feaft ; This is the Peace of God that paf-
fes all Undeiftanding, lafts to our Lives
end, is the beft Friend on a Death-bed,
and follows Us to Eternity. -
" Rightecus Job was a very rich Man, the
greateft’ Man in the EHaft, but let us hear

in his own Words; his Sentiments and

Conduét'in this Matter.” ¢ When the Ear
¢ heard me, then it blefled me, when the
% Bye faw me; it gave Witnefs to . me :
¢ Becaufe'T delivered the Poor that cried,
% and the fatherlefs and him that had none

3

4

¢ and Diadem.

¢ to help lim. The Bleffing of him that:

- Of a Publick Spirit,
# was ready to perifh came uy

( : pon me, and
“ I caus’d the Widows Heart to ﬁn’g for

“ Joy. I puton Righteoufnefs and it clo-

“ thed me, my Judgment was as a Robe

I was Eyes t '

“ and Feet was I to the Iarr}lle.s aend
:: ther to the poor, and the Caufe which I
“ knew not, T fearched out. And I brake
,‘ the Jaws of the wicked, and pluck’d the
“'Spoil out of his Teeth,” Thea I fajd I
“ fhall die in my Neft, ’
“ my Days as the Sand.—— If T have with-

?

- “ held the poor from their Defire, or have
“‘ caufed the Eyes of the Widow t:) faai;](j
for have eaten my Morfel my felf alone,

w o : ,
*“ and the fatherlefs hath nor eaten thereof:

:: (for from my Youth he was brought up

with me as a Father, and T have guided

4 her from my Mother’s Womb.)
:: have feen any perifh )
 “ thing, or any poor without a Covering ;

for Want of clo-

:“ If his Loyns have not blefled me, and if
. geyvgizcae not_;:v?lﬁned F?fith the Fleece of
R | ; 1f I have lift up mn -

¢ gainft thlze fatherlefs, P fand 2
:: Help in the Gate :
o fall from my Shoulder-blade, and mine
» Arm be broken from the Bone,
2‘ Deftru&tion from God was a Terror to

- me, and by reafon of his Highnefs T could

| & not endure. If I have made Gold my

when&I\ faw my
Then let mine Arm

For

(13 i
- Hop 69

I was a Fa..

and I fhall multiply

]
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¢ Hope, or faid to the fine Gold, thou art

« my Confidence : If T rejoyced becaufe |
« my Wealth was great, and becaufe my
¢ Hand had gotten much. The Stran-
« ger did not lodge in the Street, but I

¢« opened my Doors to the Traveller, &9¢.

I have made this long Quotation, becaufe

Publick Spirited Rich Man, and as God is
‘the God of Wilfdom, as well as Goodnefs,

" Juftice, and Mercy, fo in the ordinary

i
i)

, uftance of

i a Populer mongft us, of the Benefit, Safety, and Ad= | p;c Life, which if done, they s
’ 3 ad great

‘Way of Providence, he works by {econd

- Caufes, and gives his Bleffing, and Succefs
- totrue Policy, I mean juft Prudence, that
"“is, for great Men to gain Love and Popula-

rity amongft the common People, which

- cannot be obtain’d, but by Fuftue/s, Chari-

ty, and Liberality, doing what Good lies
in their Power. Fob found the Effe&t of
this, for tho’ God at the Inftigation of the
falfe Accufer, the grand Enemy of Man-
kind, fuffer’d him to have fuch fevere Tri-
als as never Man had, to confound the De-

- wvil, who could not fhake his InteIgrity, he

afterwards rewarded him in this Life, and

doubl’d all his former Blefling
Means of thofe People who undoubtedly he
had formerly oblig’d. |

and belov’d,

There Hopes of :begging_.it,

Of a Publick Spirit. -

There wasan antient Family in Yorkfpire,

- the Paternal Eftate was near a

: ' : n hundr

Years ago Eight Thoufand Pound per Amzz;d' |
- which according to the rife and improve:

- ment of Lands fince, '
- doubled ;

. was a very good and hofpitable Man,

~ “tis a glorious Picture of a truly great and | .04 on his

~his Son, when-ever his T
; 3 . 1s Tenants L
- were expir d,. neither to raife their Ri?zﬁs
- ortake any Fizes, for he faid :
éﬂm’ 3(11 Year was fufficient for
- Grandeur and Pleafures of Life
ﬂgs ’I‘cm;;ln;:csl thrive, and grow 7ria::?1d1;§c;::f
- um, would entail better Bl
~vantages on him, “to gring o Ad-
1peavth,
' lomething more to hi ‘ | 1
;pﬁge. g more to his Pomp and Equf
ther’s Will, and fo bequeath’d j 1
Foes nd {0 beq 1t to his
i ; Avg;:) prov’d one of the greateft Men
;gcr’s
- Quickly after the R [ i
e, an c'/mf]&?rthe e Reftoration of King
y B¢ 1 who long’d for fo £ i
M 1g'd for {o fine an Eftate, which
they thought they cou’d make a better Pen:

Dy of, endeavour’d to pick fuch Holes in

- To illuftrate this by one Inftance a- f pic~oo, o might forfe;
! ) orfeit

’ might have b
the Gentleman who enjoyi’c;: ei[:.

Death-bed gave in Charge to

Eight Thon-

than to grind them
for the Folly and Vanity of addintg

‘His Son exa&ly perform’d his Fa-
\ge, but ftill kept firi@ly to his Fa-
and "Grand-father’s f[{){’c’rulfl’csicﬁai.’

fecond, fome hungry Courtiers,

his Eftate, if not

y pre-

"Therefore the
: vail’q.

the necefla ry |

R i T e S )
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vail’d with the King fc far, asto havean.
Order of him and the Council, to bring
him up to Lozdon, for fome Capital Crimes
in the late Rebellion.  Accordingly Meflen-
gers were fent down with the Warrant g
but knowing how well he was belov’d in

the Country, ’twas thought neceflary that

a Party of Guards f{hould be fent down to
aflift the Meflengers in Cafe of any Diftur-
bance. When they came to his Houfe they
took him, and he very quietly went with
them, but before he got two Miles from
his Dwelling, the Country took the Alarm,
and they swere overtook by at leaft Five
Hundred Horfe, who beat the Guards, and
refcu’d him : this made him ver‘y uneafy,
and inftead of thanking his Tenants and
Friends, he told them they bhad ruin’d him;
for if they had let him have gone, he hop’d
that he might have defended himfelf againft

any Charge that coud be brought againft |

him, but now he fhould be proclaim’d a
Rebel. But they anfwer’d, that they would

facrific’d to any Courtier’s Malice or Ava-
rice, which was the Defign of apprehend-
ing him. When this Matter came to be
debated before the Council, almoft all the
Council was for the King immediately to
iffue out his Proclamaticn, and proclaim
him a Rebel, and all his Adherents,

as he
fores

!

foretold,
EOI"C@ to reduce them,
- But a noble Lord of the Council roft '
- andhumbly beg’d leave to' diffent ffbmetllllgé ‘

- Advice,

Of a Piblick Spirih |

and tc fend down . a fufficient

4 telling his Majefty, that

newly fettled in his"I‘hroj;,e, 'angelgsstggf
-1y Enemies of the Old Leaven in the Kine.
~dom : ‘That he knew the Man perfe&%‘
~well, and his great Intereft in the .Coun}:
try: “That if his Majefty went this Way to

- work, that inftead of Five Hundred Men,

- which then refifted his Guards, they would

 find Five Thoufand, it may be Ten Thoy-

fand : That it might be the Oce

k1pdling a new Flafi{;ne and ‘R.ebelligiﬁi?]ntlg
Kingdom, 'which might have as difmal
Confequences as the late, The Council
‘maturely confider’d it, never troubled the

- Gentleman further, ‘and fo he died in

Peace. - F o _
Th:s.Story I have been credibly inform’d

;EisAFa&, ‘but being before my Time. is not
: . . tomy own Knowledge. . > ‘
all die toa Man, rather than he fhould be | o

I know a Gentleman in Ireland, a zea-

lous Proteftant, but of

ous Pr nt, but’ of {o extenfive Good-
0efs and Charity, that in the late Rebellj
égn t'h;ere, '
arieies imaginable were ‘us’d aoaj -
_gProte{fcants by the Irifp Paj s, ot b e
b univerfally belov’d, that whatever the

when all the Butcheries and Bar-
Papifts, yet he was

ook of his Effets, they always fpar’d his
e - Pers
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and bring him up,
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Perfon, and *twas believed, that if any Man. |-

in that Kingdom would be fav’d in a ge-

neral Maflacre, he would be the Man, |

*Twas certain, his good Charatter more
than once fav’d him from being murder’d.

We have a very bad Proverb amongft |
. great 3 X 1 : .

That is, Every Man for himfelf, and God | great Numbers to inevitable Ruin, as long
for us all.  So that when a Ship is in Dan-|
gerat Sea, he that has the chiefeft Charge |
of her, is commonly the firft that jumpsin- |
to the Boat with his Treafure, and leaves|.

the reft to fhifc as they can for themfelves, |
- fatisfied, than

us, or at leaft a very ill Ufe is made of it,

~when perhaps the Ship and Company

might have been preferv’d, had the Mafter, |
and the Crew he carry’d away with him, |
ftay’d aboard. St. Paa/ faw this, for when f
the Sailors had let down the Boat, and were|
about to flee out of the Ship, he told thef
Centurion and the Soldiers, except thefe]
- credible in this Bleffed Age,

abide in the Ship, ye cannot be [aved.

A generous Commander is at the Head]

~ of his Men ~when they charge, and in the}-
Rear 'if they are oblig’d to retreat; hisp
greatet Care is for his People, and leaft]’
fr himfelf, If the State, or Ship, isin|
Danger of finking by the many Leaks it}
hath, let there be a noble Emulation who}
fhall firft difcover them, tho’ we run 2}
great Danger in fearching; and whenf
found, -to ftop them ; and if the Waters inef
| creafe] -

f Of a Publick Spirit.

creafe upon us,. ' :

the laft iz}a o) 5, yet we are to ftruggle to
our Fellows s
better ]
not cowardly,

careful of our own Prefervation as to expofe

| ;19“[ e
and fhare the Danger with. ” |
and if we cannot all, or the

Part be faved, perith together, and
and treacheroufly be fo-

as there is the leaft Glimpfe of Hopes. If = -

by ftriking at the Root of our C o1

’_ , orru

f{nd. Caufe of our Misfortunes, I bfggfé
una on my felf, yet if I did Service to

IT'Y \ ountry, I fhould think it the higheft

Pitch of Honm;r,', and be infinitely- better

. 0 gain and enjoy a

;Ell’cate, with the (%urfed Reﬂe]gt};()i g:l?;lt::

-twas got by contributing my Part ;:o the

Lofs and Deftruétion of Millions of other

People. -
. This will all be call’d Romantick Fl;

| . ' ick Fl

for few if any will believe me, it ?)eu;ghxilsz

| _ that th

fgch felf-denying Men in being : 'Fs;e ?_are
they, t!}lS is fome poor Fellow who n’eve¥
w;xls try’d, that makes thefe fine Profeffions -
v; onever knew, or never tafted the Sweets
of Riches, Power, and Voluptuous Living,

but if he was once tempted with thefe dg.’

licious Baits, ’tis Ten to One but he would

prove as great a Rogue as any of us: ’
g;lleve .lth_ere are many fuchzl Ow;if,’; iig
Sick-bed Sinners, make large Promifé‘s,f till

| they
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~ <with thefe Temptations, and yet kept his
~ Integrity.

a truly
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they recover their Healths, and then iy
mediately forget them. = But who can fay,
that the Author of this has not been tried

*Tis a hopeful Opinion we have
Times, that there is not now

of our own ,
‘The Fall

honeft Man in Nature.

“of eAdam corrupted the Race of Mankind,

yet there were in_all Ages of the World,

~ except ours, (as fome Men will have it)

~ try and Pellow-Creatures.  But thofe

many excellent Perfons:, oAbrabam the Fa-
ther of the faithful and Friend of God;
David a Man after God’s own Heart ;
Two Saints were fo holy that they were
excepted out of the general Rule or Sen-
tence, once to die, for they were never to

~ fee Death; and infinite others, FJews, Hea-

thens (efpecially among the antient Greeks
and Romans) and Chriftians. Butl am

“afraid that we have had Fall upon Fall, for

if you will credit fome modein Gentlemen;

~ there’s nothing now left buta Race of De»

vils incarnate, who inhabit the Barth; fo
that at this Rate; ’tis high Time for the ge-

neral Conflagration: Mofes and St. Panl |
went {o far in their Zeal, as to wifh them-

(elves accurft for the Sake of their ‘Brethren ;

and T am fully perfwaded that there’s many

Men alive, who would facrifice all Tem-=
poral  Intereft for the good. of their Coun-
who

are

| Of a Publick Spiris.

i ° ' ] v ‘
~drena State of Damnation, and doing'tfz5 3
Devil’s Drudgery daily, wou’d p‘ei'ﬁvad:c oi;
- outofthis Belict; *tis nor fof ¢ eii'Reputar}goﬁ
- and Intereft any one thow’d be better, or af

| ic}s]z;{:ctél_mught_ ;beté?r‘kthan themfelves, or
&,19 Dottrine fhow'd ever be preach’d
- practis’d; or beljev’d, - ’

Hiftory gives Us many fad EXaiﬁples Hifir, "

of ﬂoum{hmgvKingdoms, and Commonp:%/7 . .

:;AWCQ!EI]S7 by t’]ﬁ'il' Corruntion . o many Ex3
N . ‘ orruptions br i i
¢ Deftru&ion. P Ought to amples of

e And Sacred Hiltory is more/lowifing
particular and full of i:hefeExamgIéz .-H;?]rg "ﬁ;’%’oz?f |
our own Memories might inform {’fs off’z” "
great Judgments inflicted upon Us for our 20245
%Crlmes; and it wowd be ver RO -ﬁrqugb:}.f@
if nd 1t wow'd be very deplorable; Defrudi-
1t We fhou’d fill remain fo ftupid, neither 2% theis
o take Warning ¢ the Punifhmcnts of o oo
108 £ tempt Gods atience wnd poo St
 ance, by delaying to fet ab ¢ VAT sy
‘Work as Reforming o *O?t . g‘gooc} & God's pa
i > ‘ mg ouar Cort uptions, and tience by
Jing no longér under the Slavery of ouir 4layimg o
Vices and Oppreffions, that We rhay not iy
;%ﬂ[y beco‘m'e Happy our Selves, biit leave g #o
lefling to our Pofterity, dnd give good
Examples to the reft of Mankind, and (how

fhc World that Weare traly the Nation that

‘may be term’d Libera Gens. |

- Whoever hath made Gbfervations of the
general Tranfa&ions and Affiics of the

}WQ_TM; mult’of neceffity be fenfible thag
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all the Revolutions of Empires, Kingdoms

194
God ks and States, that have degenerated from bete

mitener ter to worle, have d=rived their Misfortunes
vemain  from the Decay of Religion, Vertue, and

God baving made nothing
but what i juft and

Pevimancnt
Fist what
i jufl and
hongft,

Common Juftice,
to remain Permanent
honeft. |
For ’tis certain, Prophanenefs, Immora-
lity, and Incorrigiblenefs by Reproof, con-
founds the Councils of the greateft Com-
- monwealths, and retards the Progrefs and
- Greatnefs that might be expeted from their
Power. . B
" Hyils, like Weeds,
~ Soil; they {pring up an
Govern- GOVErNMeEnNt ;
-ment like Jicate Gd/dg/?9

it | which if not daily weeded,
a delicuie 3 < o : y '
Garden, ,-fwﬁl be over-run.

Phyficians of State
mot daily - ought to be skilful, to forefee the Seeds of
j:ifl“'ﬁ‘i . State-Diftempers time enough to prevent

- the Death of the Patient, and not let the

EF-TUML :

will grow in every

thofe Men, who have committed 2 Rape

People, by their ill Examples, Bribery, and

~ unjuft Exactions. .
Criele 'T'he Chinefe Oath when they are admit-
Oahwhen ged into any Publick Em
admitted o\l faithfully and carefully [erve the King

into any IH< / - : ;
Tuiick  and the Pablick in the Charges wherewit

Ewploy. they are hononr’d.

d flourifh in every |-
for Government Is like a de- |-

ploy, is, That thej|

“That they fhall not inth)
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Exercife thereof take any Prefent from any
Perfon: whatfoever, but [hall content them- -
Jelves with the Penfion or. Salary the King i
Jhall give them, [ufficient to [erve their Ne-
ceffities, and the [plendor of their ‘Dignities.
There can be no diftin&ion in Intereft Mo Diftin-

fion in .

betwixt Prince and Peop ithout
borwust £y People, without De- 7,5
jruc on one fide or othegssnay pofli-beswixe
y it may prove fatal to both,. notwith- f,’”'””" and
ftanding whatever Chimerical Notions Of mitpont
Grandeur and Authority fich Caterpillarsfasal Con-
in ?fé‘iee may fill their Royal Minds with. Joquences.
i Ia)x{e.agll along blended this Difcourfe ¥o #an
e ivinity, at leaft with-{fuch Divinity {* ”f,‘g"'
as q . . 9. ; . e Yy a fuo-
m capable of ; for ’tis my Opinion no s Spiri-

Man can truly be a Publick-Spirited Man, ed Man
"2 without he

that is not a Religious one; downrighet ;, .

- Morality will not doin this Age, whatever giow one.

it did in former Times; but the beft, and -

?{lolﬁ POtedlot’" the Heathers were Men of
e Nt - | - Religion, tho not the true or pureft Religi-
whole Nation lye longer at the Mercy of| . on; but the only moral Ma'npnow as i:gri
‘ | derftood, to be reift, or Deift, not-
o NS : ; . to be an Atheift, or ‘Deiff, not-
upon the Tiberties and Properties of the| . withftanding all Pretencésﬂ ;;0 the Co{i;:ra;); .
cannot bf} any longer honeft or juft, thanas
+ 1t fuits with his prefent Conveniency.

Alas! what is this fhort {pan of Life?

\fubﬂfa&_t.he Miferies of it from the little
] | Comforts it affords, and fee what remains
| to the moft Happy of Us. Sleep, the elder

Brother of Death, Pain, Difeafes, Difap-
' 0Oz point-
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pointments, 'Vexati
" broad, taken out of t
- der is a poor Reco

- nothing,

The anei- @ fhame to Engl _
ent Hea- " Grpece, and Rome, and other Heathen Ne-
‘tions, who had not the Advantage of thofe
fhow’d fo infinitely out-do
Zeal and Love for their Country;
evel

Lifg

théns a

greal

[oame to us Lxghts
Chrifii- a2,
rifti : US in
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; | Life it felf for the fake of the Publick,

ons at Home and A
he Sum, the Remain.
mpence for the trouble We

give our felves, and the World -and yet {fome
are fo be-devil’d, as to endeavour to over-
turn Kingdoms, and deftroy Millions of
berter Men than themfelves; form Plots
and Confpiracies at the unequal Hazard,and
to0 often the Lofs of their Lives, Eftates,
and total Ruin of their Families, foolifhly
venturing Fortune, Honour, and Life ina
T.ottery, where therearea bundred Blanks |
to one Prize; which if got, adds little or
except it be in Fancy, or Imagi:
nation, to what they had before. What
Damnation here and hereafter do Men
heap on themfelves to gratifie the fordid,
and curfed Paffions of wild Ambition, Ave-
rice, Ewvy, and Revenge . Furies, that the
‘more they are glutted, the more they prey
‘on the Intrails of thofe who nourifh them;
and when all is done, if they cow’d grafpin
-their Arms this earthly Globe; nothing but

Vertue, that Summum Bonui, does, or can,

give any folid and lafting Peace.

We have,

they defpis’d Wealth, Pleafuresy and

ifimen! that Pagan
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- bounding their Ambition to a ious B

- mulation of who fhou’d fervthlg?OéSor]i:-

monwealth beft; and yet thefe honeft Hea- |

thens had but very imperfe&t Ideas of Re-

- wards for Vertuous A&ions after this Life ;

they did good A&ions for their own fakes,

;% and We will not do them for that, and Hea-

;znz ﬁlke. -Blufh Engliftmen, when - theTre Turks

0 rks have l?roughi; it 1nto a Proverb, thagmuch moe

J_F you quettion their Honefty, they ask you 1}3.,»/5350%15

1t you take them for Chriftiaus. HJOW(OJ]Z %f::e

much the Unbelievers of this, and paft A. [ the

s, furpafs Us in Morality ? So that ouram. -

pure Religion ferves only for our greater .

.Con_demnatlpn, when thefe more Vertuous

§Heathens. will rife up in Judgment againft.

Us; but if We fhou’d fet all Confiderations

*%ofl.{elrgxon afide, I do not fee what true

foth;:y ;heI’CIS in fuffering Corruptions to

Rzafsuc a head, till they poifon the whole

I remember We were brought ’

‘brink of Ruin by the Abufe of our o, be.

';%fore twas regulated; now falfe Tvade, Bri-

bery, Selling and Buying of Places in the

Government, Corruptions of the Law, Op-

Pjﬁeﬁ’iow of Goalers, and all the afore’men-.

%)_Qd Cheats, are like falfe Coiz, or Fa}f;e'

Dice, put upon the People; and ifthis dig-

\bolical Traffick is carry’d on till the Nation -
o g e
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" Laws of our own Country , .
Hang’d, and Quarter’d. Now the Quefti- }

Of a Publick Sprrit,
is undone, what fignifies your Mifers
Hundred Thoufand Pound, your Compa-
nies, Banks, Funds, to an abus’d Defpe-
rate, and enrag’d Populace. I don’t fay,
or believe, *twill ever come to any dange-
rous Experiment, cfpecially while We are
bleft with our prefent Gracious Sovereign
(whofe Wifdom I queftion not will prevent
it) but to fhow every Rogue who is an E-

- nemy tohis Country, how much he contri-

butes, by bringing in Poverty and Opprefhi-
ons, to bring Us to this pafs, and to mark
him to all Lovers of the general Good, that
they may fhun him as they wou’d the
Plague. o o

- By the Laws of Foreign Nations, he that
makes falfe Monev is boil’d in Oil ;. by the
Drawn,

on is, whether he that Abufes, or Coins
falfe Trade, is not as pernicious, and don’t
deferve the fame Punifhment as Coiners
of Talfe Money ; but this is left to the feri-
ous Confideration of the Worthy Projeciors,
Stock-jobbers, and their Fraternity.

~ All the tolerable Pretence our late Mi-
niftry had for giving away the Fruits of our |

Victories, and making fo Fatal, and Difho-

nourable a Peace, was, that the Nation |
was fo exhaufled of Treafure, and fo far
in Debt, that ’twas not in a Capacity to |
i ‘ S d e o . ;m"/:'con; .

S
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. continue the War any longer; by which Ex-
-~ cufe they hope to bring themfelves off} tho’
~ thefe good Patriots put the Nation to more
' coft, iquander’d away, orcheated the Pub-
- lick of gréater Sums in time of Peace, than
- was expended in the time of War; now, if
itbea Maxim, that he who has the hea-
- vieft Purfe, has the longeft Sword, and that
| Money is the Sinew of War, then thofe
- who emptied our Purfe fhortn’d our Sword;
. and are confequently our greateft Enenzies,

I haveé often heard the moft judicious

* Men, of the following Opinion, THat this
~ Nation by the Advantage it has o Trade,
- and its Nawval Force, cannot be reduc’d or
- impoverift’d by any War whatever, but
~ muft rather be Gainers, if both thefe were .
~ rightly manag’d ; but the Vipers in our Bo-
~ fom do us more Mifchief than any Fo-

reign Enemy ; ’twas thefe Serpents di-
ftrefs’d, and difabled our late Great DeLy-
vERER King WILLIAM, of truly Glori-
ous and Immortal Memory, from making

Us the moft Vitorious and Happy People

in the World, and loaded the Nartion with'
thofe heavy Burthen of Debts it now
groan under, for I nevér heard it deny’d,
but that the Nation was annually, during
the ' War, cheated of vaft Sums of Money ;
whith, together with the help of Banks,
Piojectors, Stock-jobbe yer

rs, Lawyersy Goalers,
04 late
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late and deficient Funds, extravagant In.
tereft, and other clandeftine Ways and
Means at home, have weakn’d the King.
dom more than the War, and have been

the true Caufe of entailing upon Us and

Qur Pofterity the prefent Debts.

~The Parliament has enlarg’d the Time-

pointed the Defigns of our inveterate Ene-
mies at home and abroad, to Divide and Em-

barrafs Us. But thofe worthy Patriots,

with humble Submiffion, may pleafe to

confider, that tho’ of two Evils they have

chofe the leaft ; yet by the many Pétitiong
égainﬁ the Bill, and many more that wou’d

have been given, if there had been time,

thows what Heart-burnings this Bill bas
occafion’d, tho’ the Honourable Houfe does
not defign to enlarge the Time for them-
felves, or for their own Benefit, but only
for the good of the People, that they may

have fufficient Time to allay the Ferment.

in the Nation, and eafe thofe whofe Depu.
ties, or Reprefentatives they are, of fome
intollerable Grievances they groan under,

which now they have Opportunity todo,

and nothing can obfiru& them. ‘And to

‘this End the Eyes of Three mighty King-

doms are upon them, and great Matters are

expetted from their Wifdom and Publick.
pirit ; and notwithftanding the Difficul.

ty

of thejr Sitting, and fo effeCtually difap.

Of @ Publick Spirit.

already, will enable them

which if they do, all future Generations:

will have caufe to blefs them ; the worft of ..
their Enemies be for ever put to filence; and o

or Malecon~ . -
contrary to°
~and Endeavours, .
that they have been made Happy againft. ~
their Wills, and fhow their Ele&ors that .
they have gone beyond their ExpeQation, "~ -+ |

all other miftaken Perfons,
tents throughly convinc’d,
their former Opinions,

and give juft Reafon to choofe thern again

. . ’
and even render themfelves perpetual. .

I'am exceeding glad to hear, and I be-

lieve it to be very true, that {ince the Happy
Acceflion of King G EOR G E tothe Crown,
the Trade of the N ation,
had receiv’d fome very defperate Wounds,

X is beyond al] Expetation recover’d and re-.
triev’d, and that great Wealth flows in- -

upon Us, witha fair Profpe@ of its encrea-
fing;-and which, if poffible, is better than
all this, the moral Certainty of the Securi-
ty of our Religion and Liberties, together
with the ancient Glory of the Nation, of
holding the Ballance of Enrope ; therefore
fome may fay, to what purpofe is this Book
writ, when, if We are not altogether at.
prefent, We are very near, and fhall be

foon the moft wealthy and powerful People:

| 201
.y of the Work, ‘yet if they fincerely go a-
. bourit, God that has don¢ fo much for Us
to conquer it;« -

SoEi ]
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| 'Of a Publick Spirit.

in the World. I muft confefs I think every

Thing looks very well Abroad, in Relation
to the Intereft of Great Britdin. But ni
withftanding this vaft Afffuence of Riches
to the Nation, who is genérally the bet-
ter for it? Why, the Rich is {till richer.
What poor Prifonér that is Starving in a
Goal, and his Wife and Children out of it,
is the better for it? Tradefmen break e-
very Day, Bankrupts in abundance, every
Hour fome or other arte thrown into Goal,
who have nothing to pay, nor perhaps owe
nothing ; befides Millions of other poor and
diftrefled People. Can Wé imagine, that
God who loves a1l his Creatuies; gave thefe
Bleffings to be monopoliz’d by a few Men,
in'refpe of the whole Body of the People.

But not-

A poot Man has a Soul and Body as vréll as
a rich; and’ God ordains none to be Mife-
rable, tho’ others make them {o,  Our Ex-
cellent Prizce wow'd riot, if hé cou’d help it,
have one wretched in'his Dominions, except
by their own Faults they make themfelves
Unhappy. If he his been tli¢ Tnftrumeént
under God to do fo much for Us,- let Us'de-

ferve thefe Merciés anid Favours of God and’ |
him, by doing our Partsalfo; by fhewing |-

more of a Publick Spirit, beftowing not all
our Cafe and Fordnefs on our Selvés, but
havea’little Love for other” People; and- if
’tis'in our Power, Hhelp them in' their Di-

| | - fireffes,

|
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ftrefles, which wou’d foon be done univer-

fally, if we firft fubdued .our own Corrup-
tions, and remedied the Evils and Opprefii~ -
This is the

ons {poke of in this Book.
chief Thing wanting, and ftill remains to be

done ; this wou’d entitle Us to the Favour
of Heaven and our good King; make Us

acceptable to God and Man, and truly com-

pleat our Happinefs, by making this Nati-

on the Terror and Admiration of the Uni-
verfe. . o |

To conclude, I love my Country, and
hate its Oppreffors; and if We muft be
put to fuch a fatal Neceflity, I had rather
have my Prince Tyrannize over me than
my Fellow Subje&. But if I have done
wrong to any Man, or Body of Men, and
miftook the Srock-jobbers, Projectors, and
Maifhal’s  Court Lawpers, for Knaves,
when they areall honeft Men, fair Dealers,
and contribute to the Publick Good ; I fay,
if T have made any Miftake in part, or in
the whole, I humbly beg Pardon, and will
retrat my Error, when'I am fhow’d it;
for I freely! own that I have ftudied their
Arts and Myfteries very little, my Talent
lying quite another Way, and have writ
this Piece at a very fhort Warning. But
the Things I have here treated of, appear
very obvious to a common Capacity, for no

higher I pretend to; yet if thefe plain
SRS S S Hiﬂts
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Hints roufe fome other Gezizs (who loves

his Kjng and Country as well as I do, but

has larger Abilities to ferve them) to purfus

with Advantage what I have begun, *twill.

" be ap infinite ‘Satisfa&ion.to. me, tha.t I
ftruck one fpark of Light this Way in King

GEORGE’s Reign, in whom, next the

Trut We have in God, the Ruler of the

World, our greateft Confidence ought to
be in ’this E)%ce'llent ‘Prf:zce, farp"d for his
Wifdom and Fuftice, a faithful Miniftry, and
a Worthy Parliament now aflembled, -

A P-

- Ulfefulnefs and Service te the Nation cannot be

APPENDIX

No. 1. Page 30.

5T IS very unequal the Diftribation of Prize p;

:  Money 5 the Difproportion between the ney. .

C-’azpmin? Share and an Able Sailors is prodigious
‘e

and unreafonable, confidering the Captain’s Poft
and Pay is fo large and advantagious. The Cap-

H
!
. ;
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tains get vaft Eftates; and let the Bravery and

good Condut of the Sailors be never fo Confpi-
cuous, or the Number of Prizesnever {o great,

~when did any of thefe poor Wretches, if they

had their due, which is very rare, get 2 mode-

-rate Competency out of it? But befides the

Wrong done them Aboard, the Tedioufiefs of
their waiting, and Tricks play’d, with them A-
thoar, they feldom have a Moiety of the fmall
Morfel that belongs to them j; but the Fruits
of the Sweat of their Brows, Hardihips, and
Hazard of their Lives, are generally fwallow’d
up between Agents, Doctors-Commons-Men, and
other Land Sharks, that never ftept one Foot,
or ventur’d the leaft Mite in Defence of their
Country. However, tho’ this is not a Grievance
now, becaufe ’tis a Time of Peace, yet ’twas a
Hardfhip, and a great Difcouragement of the

. Sailors in the Time of the late War; and We

being not certain how long We may continue in
Peace, this Wrong to the Brave Sailors (whofe

toe
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Bank-

i

- rupey.

he had, and let the Creditors fhift as they cou’d,

APPENDIX

’ to be taken Notice
oo much encourag’d) ought ‘
f)f' to prevent it, fhouw’d another War break out.
: Turn back to Page 39. v

Ne. 2, Page 92.

Obfervati- ~When a Commiffion of Bankrupt is awarded a-

ons upon
. the Com-
" mifion of

inft 2 Man who muft be a Trader, there are fe-
vzlrlail{ Commiffioners appointed to execute the
Commiflion. Thefe Meet many Times, having
Twenty Shillings a Man allow’d for every D'a%r1
they fic. . This exceflive Charge, together wit
the Coft of the Commiflion, and other Fee,s
which muft be firft paid out of the Bankrupt,s
Effelts, has fivallow’d up many Jpoor Bankiupt s
whole Eftates, firipp’d and ftarv’d the Bankrupt
and his Family, and the Creditors, after paying
their Contribution Money, have not got a Shilling,
~ In very late Times there were certain Clans,
as they calld them, of thefe Commiflioners,
compos’d moftly of knavifh Attornies, who pu{l:-
chas’d this Employment, and whofe chxeffBu i-
nefs was, if the Bankrupt had any Effells o fc.(in.,
fiderable Value, to put him in the Way, Aolla.

ood Confideration, fafely to Forfwear hm?f'ehf,
and cheat all his Creditors ; or otherwife, lfh e
was a poor Fellow, to take to themfelves what

Turn back to Page 92.

. Ne, 3.° Page 101. for Bis. Place
he Keeper of Newgate gives for his Place
33302 Thli)s cannot be for the Reputation of

is being i zalt on the
jven upon his being permitted to Exat o .
%;i‘appg Prifoners; to.Rob the very Robbers;

and

APPENDIX
and what Complaints will be heard, or redrefs’d,
fince he has paid {o large 2 Purchafe for his Em-
ployment? And what is more Notorious, this
Place is made an Affylum, or rather a Garrifon
for Thieves, from whence they fally forth, being
Iet out at certain Seafons to make Depredations,
and bring in the Plunder to this Goal, as the
Store, or Warehoufe, to be difpos’d off to the
beft Adyantage ; and where fhall a Man that has
his Pocket pickt, or robb’d, repair to hear of his
Goods ? but to an Officer they have among them,
calld a Thief-Catcher, where for fuch a Compo-
fition he may have his Goods again. This is all
by the Connivance of the Goaler, who has his
Profit out of it fo that this Prifon, inftead of
being a Punifhment, is a Sanftuary, and great
Encouragement to Felons. Thefé Enormities
have been fo often prov’d, that'I believe few
queftions them, with abundance of more curfed
Villanies prattis’d there, which might eafily be
redrefs’d, if this, and all other Prifons were at
the Charge of the State; the Keepers of them
paid their Salaries by the Government, and fe-
vere Penalties upon them if they exatted any
Thing from the Prifoners, or made any Profic
more than was allow’d them ; for ’is againft
Law, Juftice, and Reafon, for the Goaler to
have any other Power over the Prifoner, let him
be the greateft Malefattor, than to keep him in
fafe Cuftody till he is deliver’d by due Courfe of
Law ; for the Law has annex'd the Punifhmen
to the Crime ; it being.a Maxim in the Law,

the City, and Publick Authority, This muit be " thata Goal is only intended as a Place of fafe Du.
City,

rance, and not for ‘any other Punithment; and if
1t was in the Cafe of Breaking Prifon, or attempt-
g

B e
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ing it, (the common Pretence, whether trud
: or falfe, of Fettering Debtors) yet according t
+ - Law or Reafon they cannot, nor ought not to
- put Irons upon a Debtor, for the Prifoii ought
- to be made ftrong, or fecure enough to detain a
 mnaked Man; and yet thefe Goalers have been fo
©  Impudent, efpecially at the Counters in the City,
i .- inthe Face of the Sun, and all the City, 'if they
1 wouwd give themfelves the Trouble to fee it, have
i " bound, and fet poor miferable Debtors before
the Goal Doors as long as they thought fit, with
great wooden Ruffs about their Necks, fpiked
Irons under their Cheeks, and Chins, and have
~made themfelves Diverfion with torturing thé
unfortunate Wretches. '
~ . Turnback to Page 161

S NS, 4. Page 113 . -
The KRomar Catholick .Churches beyond Sed

I owr
Sacred, as to be Sanftuaries for

’ Churches are made fo

;’:&fg ;’ Traytors, Murderers, an‘.d.the worﬁ_ of Crimi:
" fur poor Mals; but thofe Immunities, or Privileges of
+ Débtors, Churches, is fhowing Mercy to a great fault;
2bo’ the  yet our Churches are not fo much as Places of
Roman " protettion for poor unfortunate Debtors, who

\ Carbolick * € . o | in the
gﬁa‘f‘rizif, tnay be hal’d out on the Sabbath Day, evenin thé

yare for ‘Time of Divine Service (no Law to the contrary)
Tvaytors with an Efcape Warrant, which may be obtain’d

iderers.

by Devils in the fhape of Men, to fuch 4 Goal as
is the lively Emblem of Hell, and there confin’d
and punifh’d without Redemption. This favours
i {o much of Barbarity, and wicked Prophanation
of that Holy Place, -that for any Thing We
know, ’tis an. Extreme more abominable in the
: ' ’ fight

- ous Diffenter, who may be ,
| and Chriftian, notwithftanding all Uncharitable-

and Mur- 1 the fingle Oath of a hir’d profligate Rogue; -

APPENDIX
fight of God than the other.

be faid, that the two Prifons, of the Fleet and
King’s Bench, have Churches in their Rules, and

And tho’ it may

{o there is no danger-of a Prifoners being there; -
yet- this is according to the Interpretation the

Judges will pleafe to put on the A& for tild

this prefent Excellent Lord Chief Juftice, who is as ‘

much an. Enemy to Cruelty and Oppreffion, as
fome of his Pred  Fav it, P

or their Rules, upon Efcape Warrants, and

carry’d to Newgare, Marfhalfea, Counters, &ci
Confcientious, and Religi- -

"Tis very hard that a

a very good Man,

nefs, and. bigotted Opinions to. the contrary,

eceflors were Favourers of it, Pri-
{oners have been taken out of thefe very Prifons,

cannot, through a pious Zeal, go to his wn Con- -

gregation , where he believes he can worfhip

on, on a Sunday, be hurried to a worfe Goal than
his own, tho’ he really intended after the Ser-
Yice was over to return to his former Prifon,

. 'Tis a great Blot on the Name and’ Memory
. of that Avaricious Judge  (notwithftanding all
| the fine Encomiums given him) who was the
| firft Occafion of the Infringement of the Sab-
. -bath Day A&,

. by one.Man, tho’ he feverely punifh’d him for
- X3 yet, Haman like, woud carry his Refent- -
| ment {o far, asto ruin great Part of the reft of

. Mankind., ~ L : ' '

who becaufe he was over-reacht

. Turnback to Page 1 13

P Ny

. God Beft, but muft in the very A& of Devoti-
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APPENDIX

Ne. 5. Page 124- -

ormer] ] ty AU
fbé Plai:y:- ently appear, that by our ancient Laws, and
#iff was o- Magna Charta, that no Man’s Perfon was to be
biga to imprifon’d or detain’d purely for Debt ; but af-
grs e ter this Encroachment upon the Liberty of a Free

iity, if le : 1L et
}:cé{'i ;]:zy ePeople, yet the Law obligd the Plaintiff who

?nd -Da-
mages if he
did not

prove bis

Pebe.

and Damages to the Perfon fo fued, if he did not

fo hold him to Bail, or elfe he muft go to Prifon,

that I thou’d give likewife equal Security to the |
“Defendanit, either to make good my Demands, |

‘or pay all his Cofts ; not only the Money he has
‘been out of Pocket, but Lofs of Time, Damage
of his Imprifonment, and his Reputation ; or up-
“on Default of fuch fufficient Security, no Perfon,
‘tho’ the Ation was laid never fo high, fhou’d be

tiff’s Declaration upon an Aétion of Debt, by
‘naming Fobn Doe, and Richard Roe, imaginary

 a-Dokes, and Tom-a.Stiles for his Bail. But are

" We to be Rhym’d out of our Liberties ? The ]

true Reafon of this laft \Oppreflion, and Corrup-
- tion of our Law, is, becaufe it promotes the
Lawyers Trade ; for if Men were oblig’d to give
Sgeirity to fland to the Damage they did

By what has been already faid, it does fuffici-

prove his Debt. For is any thing more equal | way any Man’s Debts,

‘and juft, that if [ will bring an Aétion againft a- f|
‘nother Perfon, for a real or pretended Debt, and |

Perfons, to be his Security to make good his tended that'any Debtor fhould be difcharg’d from
. Charge, and therefore ’tis but very -equal, and || his Confinement but upon giving up all he had,
" reafonable, that the Defendant fhowd give Fobn- || fo that moft Creditors had a Profpeét of getting

any |
Per- f

APPENDIX

Perfon by wrongfully fuing him, *twould fpoil
all Fob A&tions, and moft vexatious Suits, which
are the principal Gain of the Lawyers, and a pro-
digious Profit to Bailiffs and Goalers. =
‘When any orie complains of the Hardfhip of

21L

. the Law, for perpetually Confining the Bodies of
- poor Debtors, who have little or nothing leff to

fatisfie, their Creditors ; -and when any Applica-

ome, to pay brought his Aftion for Debt, or Damages a- tion is made to the Houfe of Commons for a Bill

2l (fs - gainft any Man, to give Security to pay all Cofis |

for their Relief, ’tis very often faid, the King
and Parliament cannot, or ought not to give a-
2 Thofe Perfons who make 4n Objec-
this Objettion, may confider, -That what they #ion thas
call their Right, or Debt, *twas the King and atgagzziﬁg f
Parliament gave them this Power over their Deb- 1ss

tors to throw them into a Prifon, and continue Debt to

‘them there; ‘and if they fee a“great Cruelty Releafe an -

and Inconvenience in it, they have as much f;’{ﬁ,’fﬁ;”“

Power and Right to take it away as they had to anfwerd,
give it : *Tisnot giving away a Man’s Debt where =~

'~ nothing is to be had ; but keeping them in Pri-

fon is nothing but empowering and gratifying

held to any more than an Appearance ? The tha- "hard hearted and cruel Men to wreck their Re-

“dow of this Subftance once appear’d, by the Plain- |

venge on their Fellow Chriftians and Fellow
Subjelts,:-tho’ they loofe by it, inftead of getting
any Thing, = No one, as I ever heard of, pre~

{fomething, which etherwife muft be fpent in the
Goal, of which the Goaler is the only Gainer;
and *tis thefe Sort of hard hearted Creditors tha¢
are the greateft Friends to the Goalers, tho’ worft
of Enemies to their Neighbours and. themfelves,
far from the Chriftian Doftrine of loving our

o | | Neigh-
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Neighbour as .ones Self, or doing as we wowd
be done unto : So that: to releafe Debtors upon
thefe Conditions, is fo far from giving away any

" Thing that belongs to' the: Creditor, that ’tis gi-

ving moft Creditors

_or Policy to take.

‘(tho’ againft “their Wills)

what they have not of themfelves the Goodnefs




