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| That REGR ATORS, EX GROSSERS,

- Fore STALLERGS LA WXKERS and J o=z~
sur s of Corn, Cattle, and other Market=
able Goods, Provifions and Merchandizes,
are Deftru&ive of Trade, Oppreflive to the

Poor, and a Common Nufance to the -

Kingdom in General. |

x

Recommended to the Perufal of the Inha-

. bitants of the Cities and Suburbs of
LONDON and wESTMINSTER,

And the Members of all other Corporations, Market=
: Towns, and Places of Tra&‘eg o o

L Aud humb.ly offer’d to the Conﬁdemtz'oln of the

ParrLiaMENT of GREAT BRITAIN.
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b Printed for Fames Roberts near the Oxford Arms in

Warwick-Lane. MDCCXVIIL.
- [Price 64.] -
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17, prove, That Reoxarons, Exeross

| Nufance 1o the: Kindgom: in: Gene

S 'I*TiE"Sizitztte.~ ofﬁxegtkandfitkofﬂ’di S L

| “or.caufe.to. bg_‘fbbughtg any. Merchandi 2oy Victualys
| % or.any; othc.\;;l‘.hmg"yvha:fosye;g," coming, by; Land
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SOR_S,'EORts'TAL"_E:R;»’ngA;W;KE_&S,;andf L

JoBBERS of C’or;z',"Qd(:t;'lef,"'_,c‘,z‘z?rgi_f%gtb,e‘rﬂjt il

Marketable GoodJ,PVO‘UlﬁO%f and: |
Merchandizes, ar'eé;d?ﬁf%éfl,’vef’Of Trade;, - 1
Oppreffive to the Poor,, gnd. a Common:

i?

%

ward. the Sixthy made againft Regratorss.
Sl Foveftallers, and -Ingroffers, doesy: anyong
>l other. Things, declare,  ** That: everys

|l «« Perfon fhall be deemed‘and adjudg-
« ed for:a Forefallers “who:{ball buy,-

v ) S . &




% or by Water, toward any Market or Fair, to b
- % fold in the fame ; or coming toward any City, o

% Wales, from’ any Parts beyond the Seas, to be fold,

/¢ thereof, fo coming, as is’ aforefaid, before the
- ;-4 fajd Merchandize,: Vitual, or other Thing, fhall |
~ & be in the Market, Fair, City, Port, Haven, Creck

- *@ of 'the Price, or dearerfelling of any Thing or
.« Things above-mentioned ;- or elfe diffuade, move, |8
- & or flir, any Perfon or Perfons coming :to the | |
» Market ot Fair, to abftain or forbear to bring ot 4

-+ "« Market, Fair;'City, Port, Haven, Creek or Road, | 1
- & to be fold as is'aforefaid. =~ . =~

. % Perfon fhall be reputed-and taken for a Regrator,

-« _ket, “any Corn, Wine, Fifh, Butter, Cheefe,

¢ Candles, Tallow, Sheep, Lambs, Calves, Swiney
“e¢ Pigs, ‘Geefe; ‘Capons,. Hens, Chickens, 'Pigeéds’v B _ \
.| by Three Fuflices of the Peace, and who {hall fell

¢ this Realm or Wales, to be fold, and do fell the
- 4¢in the fame Place, or in any Fair or Market with:

7 And fartheér, “ That every Pexfon fhall be- répu-«;.
- % ed and taken for an Ingroffer, who.fhall ingrofs or, |4
. % get into his Hands, by byying or contrating, or M
. % promifle-making, othex than by ‘Demife, Grant, 11 , ,
O TR | of themain Sea, are allowed to buy up allmanngg '

e e ET T

.« Port, Haven, Creek, or Road ‘of this Realm orf

% or make any Bargain, Contralt” or Promife, fo
< the having or buying of -the fame, ‘or any Part

¢ or Road, ready to be fold; or fhall make an
~ #“Motion by Word, Letter,” Meflage, or other- §
“&¢ wife, toany Perfon or Per{Ons, for the inhancing @

8¢ convey any of the Things above-rehearfed, to any |4

- And the faid 4& further declares, ¢ Théf .e-very'

% who '?{h.al'l‘ 'by any Means. regrate; obtain or get
. ¢ .into his Hands or Pofleflion,.in any Fair or Mar--

- 4¢ Conies, or _othef dead Vi&ual whatfoever, that [
-« fhall be brought to any Fair or Market within

‘8¢ fame dgain in any Fair or Market holden or kept.

¢ in Five Miles thereof.

ek

« or Leafe of Land or Tythe, any Com_growing

4 Cheefe, Fifh, or other dead Vi€tual whatfoever,. - e i -4
- &« to'the intént to fell the fame again. -+ - - ARG

the firft-Offence, Two Months Imprifonment with- a0 B
- out Bail,*and Forfeiture of the Value of the- Goods, e

fecond Offence, Half a Year’s Imprifonment, and For~

feiture of Double the Value of ‘the Goods, Cattle,
- and Victuals.  And for the third Offence, to ftand

4 ot by Retail in the Way of their own Craft and o
*.Myftery. ' And further, all Thefe who have any- .~ - o

" after he or they have fo bo_z;ght,: to any Viftualler, " o

T2

“ in the Fields, or any other Corn or Grain, Butter,.

The Penalties for Breach of this Statute ‘are, fox -

Cattle,and Viguals, fo bought or had. ~ Andforthe

‘on the Pillory; and forfeit all Goods and Chattels,
‘and be imprifoned during the King'sPleafure. The. - ;
Forfeitures to 'go oné Half to the Crown, and the - B
other Half to the Informer or Profecuter. ~ - R ST
~ Out of this A& are excepted, Thofe who- buy
(not Foreftalling) any convertible Corn or Grain, to -
make into Malt or Oatmieal :* As alfo Fifhmongers,
Butchers, and Poulterers, who buy (not Forefialling):

_Grant or Leafe for Years or Lives, of any Cattle,, Y
Corn, &¢c.  Alfo all Innholders and Viuallers, whor B ]
fell by Retail in their own Houfes. " As alfo all Buy-- .~ g
ers of dried or falted Fifh, Herrings or Sprats : And' » BT
all Badgers, Laders, ‘Kidders or Carriers, licencedt = éi

and deliver in open Fair or Market,within one Month:

or any other Perfon, for the fupplying of his or theix S
Houfe or ‘Family. "And further are Excepted, all SRR §
‘Licenfed Drovers, - who may buy-in ‘Counties:where- AR S
"they have: been accuffomed “to- buy, fuch Cattle as: .

they fhall fell in open Fair or Market,: diftant from: -

the’ Place where they bought, at leaft Forty Miless_

And-furthers All Perfons dwelling within ‘one Mile:




. @f“Flfh’ ._'fr‘efh or fai,ted.A ~Alfo fuch Perfons are Eie | | S
- ‘eepted, who have Ligence to tranfport Corn, Grain, | [ 9 ] _
or Gexle, by Shipping, from Port 10 Port within this. | ¥« eee Sties then prefent, one to be of fhe )
: n . (AL v Wheat is - i ) )OI 1O DY M i
/ ,0,,2;;}1:,1- undéz*;wl\zc? Wgegt 18, at 6.5 8d, the } «" Quorsmy and fuch Licence to be in Force forone.  ~ B
Quarter ox under ; Malt and Barley at 5.5, 4 d. OUs. | { Your only: Every Drover or Badger folicenfed, =

e Menfney here To an Allowance for Fn (Lon |§ & moft be's Marsicd Man, a Houfholder, of the {
v or all of thele: Kinds. of owance for Engrofing - 13 « pge of Thirty Yearsat leaft; and muft have dwelt . 4
’j R t:ayé)to?; 1.1%101‘?]:(;1%It%nc%;éfé@?m f .Algoﬂfa},l‘l{,,CO.n- I3 T%r"ee Years at-leaft, before” the - Teft of his Li< . IR
P “Drovifions any  City, Borough, Town. 52’3%5’:;3 M cence, in the Shire or County where fuch Licence’ - -
Sf T Ny L Noltyy - DOTOUSR, - LOWHTLLOIPOIatly, e L erra et 2 S e i Tefaults in !
Ship,, Caftle or Fort,. within the King's:Dominions, - .8 :11;;1? &et%lggt]?’grtlcugge lf e;zltfy B e,

. O % ad) M e

(o are, Bxcepted out. of this 46, In'all which Exce . ! Particulas feiture of Licence, -
TR -;Gafes*t,hgre; is an,i“exinefs;cf;fg 3;:5&1&;555;52_ @ 2nd of 5 1. one Half tothe Crown, and the other = =
3{ s /.‘,‘_Ziﬁg".;;f,,.f,._; B S I R BN ‘Half  to the lgfcrmét;;__‘ The '?gﬁibe;faxje _alfg‘ em- ‘ i
. .. " By this. Stesuge;  whoever. {Hall ‘Bug Corn for B owered to take Bond and Security by Recogmzance - g
| Change of his Seed, Having enough of Lis-own for. [ of Fesfons to be fo e obliging them to con-
R - Sced, and for. Brovifion of his Fa?ﬁﬂy, unlefs he fely | form n all Things to. t::;h“é‘abov‘fcyme}quqg.gi: Statute 5
- orexpofc to Sale, as. much of his own Corn as he- | % Edward the 6t And no Perfon, though licen-
e T o ogete | ] feds s o buay Corn or Grain in opén Fielx of ! 1
double the Price of the Corn fo bought. And-who- 1o fell again, under the Penalty of 5 L for every Of-
cver. buys any Oxen, Ruits, Steers, Kine, Heifers, | #i52% onlefs foch'a Powet be exprefly contain'd in
Calves, -Sheep, Lambs, _Goat,é-'tr)r;:‘K’ids; Be’ing- alive, | §his Lice fe?.'tQ'.;‘be"fP»@??IWf?Q@?@@J for- that pur-"
and fells the fame, not being kept and fed-by. fuch I@poles . N S T
Bayer for the {pace of Six Weeks before fuch Sale, § 0t OF this 4% are excepted, the Purveyors of any - .
. i to forfeit douhle the Value of the Cattle fo fold as. |§ Ot or Town-Corporate, .hav.i-ng“tl’:mﬂ,ége-?t.o“'aE"“ R
o ' aforefaidi > % o UL pbir{t‘ﬁfuch,ioﬂiéeré 5 as "‘alfoﬁthé;'lnhabitant‘s"f-gf the N N
" The A direfts Profecation to be had within Two- | b Counties of Weftmorland, = Cumberlandy Lancafter, —— ~ 4
Years, and empowers the. Fuflices in their, Quarter= 1| Chefferand York, .~ T R
Sefions to hear. and derermine all Defaults and Of: - |1 By another 4¢ in the 13th of Queen Elizabeth,
fences contrary.to 'this Siatute. - T B the above-mentioned Aét of Edward the 6, ismade
 This 4é of 'Edivard the Sixth is. forther enforced | perpetnal.- And’ many other Laws have been fince
- ‘Byan 4é.made in the 5th Year.of -Queer Elizabeth; 1 enalted upon this’ good ‘and _ wholfome Foundation oy
' which declares, . “ That no-Perfon hall be Licenfed | |laid in King' Edward's Time ; of which fort isthat - Y
.%.as;a Drover of Cattle, Badger, - Kidder, Lader or | o4& in the 224 and 234 of King Charles the Second, -
U Caneions Bager ox Tronfooreos of Conn. Crstn, Gre, |4 To prevent Frands in Buying ad Selling of Cole pr =
8¢ but_at the General Quarser-Seffions in openCourt, |§ Smithfield, and elfewhere. By which, Butchers with-
$by, Licence undex . the. properx Hands and Seals eg' ™ in'the Cities of London and Wefiminfter, ox Ten Miles : ;
o SR A T hree | | thereof, are prohibited to buy fat Cattle, and fell TR
- T 14 the fame to_any othier-Butcher, dead or alive: And - S
- M alfo al] Perfons are reftrained from buying fatCattle .. :
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~ were allowed  to fell to one_another, Calves, Sheep

- Impartial Lover of his C,Ou’ntrg, ‘may at one Glance

_of Men, who are called in the Language of our Laws,

- that it had ever been look’d upon as a publick Nu=

‘and highly deferving the Notice, Interpofition, and

[0}
there again. Which A& was revivd in the 1 of
King Fames the Second, with a Provifo in Favour of
Salefinen or Fadtors employ’d by Farmers or Traders ;
and afterwards continued by another A¢ in the 4¢h

Queen Anne, which was fince explained by another
Aét in the 7tb of the fame Quneen, by which Butchers

or Lambs, dead, notwithftanding the Laws former-
Iy in foice againft that Praltice. o
By this brief Account and Abftralt of the Englifh. |

plainly {#, what was the Senfe and Judgmenr of our
Forefathers, concerning that vile and pernicious Set

Forefiallers, Regrators.and Ingroffers : And to con-.
vince us, that even in King Edward’s Time the Grie-

vance was not New ; the Statute of the 5th and 6th % licenfed Higlers, Fobbers and Hawkers ; and all thefe

of that King already mentioned and recited, doesin %

the Preamble take notice of divers good Statutes beve-
ferve to fhew, that it was of a much older Date, and

fance, of dangerous Confequence to Trade, Preju- |
dicial to the common Intereft: of thefe Kingdoms, |

fevere Cenfure of our wife Legiflators.

Bulwork of Domeftick. T#ade and Commerce, has of
late, by Reafon of its Antiquity, been look’d upon

are

o

o R T

1 Kingdom. " * = " C e
* It is very futprizing, that a Body of Meén fo in~

R

, 1 are not fo fully and accurately preferib’d by the Laaws -
in the Market in Swithfield, and felling the fame | § yow extant, as might be wifhed ; ‘'or ‘whether the
-2 Perfons concerned in this wicked Praftice, have been
*§ cunning enough to evade the well-meant Provifions
-4 and Reftraints, which were formerly thought a fuffi-
da s 1€ , ( 1 cient Remedy for this National Diftemper ; or whe-
and 52b of King William and Queen Mary 5 and by | | ther (as is moft probable) the leaving the Profecu-
.another in the 11 and 12th of King William, and |
fo further continued "by an A& made in the §th of

tion at large, and making every ‘Man an  Informer,

' which is one Reafon why no Man will undertake the

Office, there being at prefent no fix'd and eftablifh’d

Order of Men, particularly appointed and empower-
¢ ed to redrefs this Grievance ; or whether (laftly) it
% be for any one, or all of thefe Reafons put together,
1 or for any others not yet difcovered, that the Laws
by _ o 1 now in being are fo weak and infufficient ; thishow-
Statutes, for near Two Hupdred Years laft paft, an | |

ever we ate fure of, and have found it true by la-

| mentable Fxperience, that the Evil complained of,
| is rifen to a greater Height than ever, and the Num-
 ber of Foreflallers, Regrators and Ingroffers, is fo far

rom being leffen’d, that they are now f{pread all
ver the Kingdom ; and out of them have arifen
ew Species of mifchievous Creatures, fuch as uu-

in Conjunttion do now opprefs the Poor in the moft

rak _ es beve~ || arbitrary manner, ‘bear an"abfolute Sway and Com-
tofore. made againft this growing Evil :- Which may. | "

mand in all our Fairs and Markets, make a Prey both

| of the Trader and Confumer, are a Canker in the Vi-
' | tals of the Publick,and obftruét,in the tendereft Pasts,
{aswell the Mony'd as the Landed In;ereﬁ "pf this |

: .|| confiderable in their own Chara&er, {hould becapa-
- Whether it be that this Statute of King Edward, ¥ ble of doing fo much real Mifchief, and of fuch an
which in’ the prefent Cafe is the main Support and * . :

“extenfive Influences - The vety beft of them are Bro~

1 ken Tyadefnien or Favmers, or fuch as'have been Ser-
: on_ of ELn | | vants to Butchers, Drovers, or Graziers ¢ The Gene-
. and {flightéd as obfolete and dormant ; or whether ¥y rality” of them, are Men who never ferv'd to any
she Methods of detelting and convifting Offenders, B =~ - ' R

- Trade,

g




Y

() % T
 “Trade, or were a Scandal to it, or frequently fhift- | L33
ed from one Way.of Bufinefs to another. ‘They_are |

] 0 “Truth in a Cafe, where it comes accompanied with
‘a Vagabond Sort ‘of People, without any certainA- | { the Tears and Groans of one’s Country. The worft
bode. or Habitation, at leaft for a leng Time, till | | of it is, that the Farmer, Graziers or honelt- Dealer,
. their Wickednefs hath purchafed them a Settlement. | | not confidering the ill Confequences of fuch Con~
They . carry their A/ aout them, and their Rife | { du@, is too frequently tempted, ither. for:the fake.

.7 and Stock is no, more than # plain Riding Habis, 4 || of Eafing himfelf, his Servants, or his Cattle, to
- good Horfe, ‘a_Lift of the Fairs Land Mairkets, and a <1 {houn the Markets, and deal with thefe Interlopersat’ .
i | Srodigious. Quantity of Impudence. They have the | |« his own Door: By which means he is at length

-Mark -of Cain, and like him wander from Place to | brought to deal with them whether he will orno s
“Place, driving: an Interloping Trade “between the (§ Avnd when b&. who firft hands down Provifionsto -
Fair Dealer and the Honelt Confumer; both whom | § US will treat with fuch Sharpers out of Choice, and
they muft be fure to cheat, if they would be fure to |4 they have once got his Goods, they. can then make
Ni *|  the Poor, and all other. Confumers deal:with them out.

PR S

I
. live: For they deal with-the former ypon Credir, |} the Loory 20¢ % 0 ; th
I - and with thelatter for ready Money, 3 d fo make | | of Neceffity; becaufe the Commodities they -traf~
i

B

* the Difference their Livelihood, But as wictched |1| fick in, are fuch, as are immediately conducive to
: and contemptible as they really are in themfelves, the Support of Life, and the Suftenance of Mankind. . . ,
| yet by being difpersd every where, and having Di-/ In Fadl, thefe Oppreffors, who feldom pay any Taxes .

fri&ts and Provinces of . their own, which ‘they can| | themfeves, do° really fet a Tax, upon -all forts of \ -
o often and {o eafily -P,afs through and jfepafs" and | *. Provifions, 1n their. Paflage berween the Growsh and, PR é

by holdin fuch a large Corsefpondence,’ and play-| ‘the Confumption.;, and whiift they. beat down the o

ing their éame fo craftily into each Others Hands’ ;;IV ) Fd&*{ﬂ(i'f Or AFef«’dC’f 311’1118 Prlcey\ they ‘vAfalfe“» the’PQOV" in’ o o ‘ I)j

_ they are become truly dangerous and formidable ;i 1 theirs, and fo fink the Plynder of both in'theirown - A

" and fome of them have, fby__theix;Wic};'ed*Prja;&i'ce‘s,.‘{* Pockets, oo AR o B

o ‘.m&mWMmﬁmammmmﬁMﬁMMms;h®@ﬂwwﬁwwwﬂﬂﬂwﬁmww‘ SIS
to become abfolute Mafters and DiréGors of all Fairs .} into, and expofe, the Mifchiefs done by this Sortof .~ - 4
e ‘and Markets inthofe Parts, which are fo unhappy . | Men in and about the Cities of  Lopdon. and Weft- o R
e ’ " to be vifited and pefterd by fuch Ravenous and De- || minfter, ‘the Suburbs and Parts adjacent : Where; as , PR |
e “vouring Creatures. - There are, no doubt, Perfons of || 119 notorious that the -Number of Inhabitants 18 * =~ i
;’ . a quite different Charaler among thefe People,|. ?““Ch greater .d'}’aﬁ ,f‘_”meﬂyz fo we may make the 4
§ .whofe Figure in ﬁhef World exempts them from Copn- .| 1ame Obfervation upon the K_mg\;cbm in general, that

tempt, and. whofe’ growing Riches fet- them. above’ |- it is become much more populous than it'was before

; ‘being conceerd at The.Scand al of that Way of Life,! | the Days of Queen E lizaboth. . And if there was fo y

S  which is fo fweet and profitable. But if they willl |- inuch Occafion then for good and firi& Laws againft - R

ﬁ S ©1ift with fuch a Gang,they moft take their Fate with! Foreftalling_and Ingrofiing, there will be fo much ok

_them ;. for.there cannot be 2 more, weals, “or indeed|.|.  DOIE Reafon now, formalsing a d;uervlﬁon againft ” i
i . riminal Tendernefs, than, to forbear fpeaking thely thefe evil Pratices, in Proportion to the Hacon . B
b - B e SRR S Truthid ragement thefe: People meet with in the Purfuit of . -

P4 -\
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R |
their unjuft Gain, and in Propostion to the Increafe
of our P"".’,’" “who groan under the heavy \Veight of
thefe Oppreflions; though they cannot {o readily di-

TN e
et S

- to 20 0r 30 5. and of a Sheep to 3 or 4 5. more than

this Sert are frequently ftruck by the Fobbers and Fove-

_ ﬁ;‘;l{qrt at‘the Towns-end, or ’pe)‘;h,ap's‘zcwithin a Stfnees
: ca&‘~of the ‘Mdrl‘et ; and they “have their Inns and
- Yards, which are a kind of Half-way Honfes for this
I’u;go{:e‘, where they meet and cabal, and there open-
ly carry on the Foreffalling Trade, as if fome. Fair
or Mayket were a&ually fertled in thofe Places by

. Ratent or Prefeviption. “The Laws which are againft
i . theim, have, by good Management, been made fub-
1 fervient to- the carrying on of thefe unlawful Deal-
i ings: For there is a Set of Men, who either pre-

tending to a Power which' they have not, or if they
- have one, by notorioufly abufing it, undertake for a

 finefs, do really look upon themfelves as eftablifhed,
‘though it be to the vifible Prejudice of all their Fel-

low-Subjedts: i
o ~ “When

i ftinguifh by what Hands the Burdenislaid upon their -
gl b v ond e Baden's 0 oponch
[ In Smithfield and other great Markets; where Live

| o Castle are brought for Sale, the Foreftaller, Engroffer |
- and Fobber, are arriv’d to that Degree of Poiwer and |
- Infolence, that they carry every. thing before them

\ ; and Thin or Glut the Markets, raife and lower their

B - Prices, juft as they pleafe to agree among themfelves,

i  Inthe Space‘of 10 or 12 Days, the feveral ‘Kinds.of

Cattle defign'd for Provifions,” do commonly pafs’

1 through Seven or ‘Eight Hands béfore they come to

| - the Buscher, whereby the Price of a Bullock is raifed

and that they have Authority for what they do, °|

, L)y -
When the Markets are thin, and the Grazier: ot

‘Fair Traderis advis'd by his Agent or Fattor, to. fend

up his Marketable Cattle, then the Fobbers and Fore-

fallers ride round the Countries, and way-lay the

Roads, and fo buying up what Cattle they ean, and
bringing in fuch as they had in Referve, out of the:

¥ - Grounds neareft to the Market, where perhapsa con-
2 fiderable Part-of their Goods -is not really. Market- . -
| "able, they make a Glut at. once,,and thereby dif-

courage  the Fair Dealer from fending any more ;-To

B thatthey engrofs all his Dealings to themfelves, and
£ by thos throfting in themfelves . between: himand

thie Marliets; carry an abfolute Sway over both, and.

their Mercy. - + -

them fo'at any Time ; then: they buy. up ot of the
Markets, and- carry, away fuch Cattle into remote

will bear a much better Price ; by which Means they
cut out the Fair Trader, keep “the Butcher always at

ther upon them for his Provifions.

The fame, or as bad,is the Cafe with Dead-as well -
L | ‘a5 with Live Provifions, which areengroffed and jobbed -
b| in the like fhametul Manner. For from the Hours. -
b | of Tawo or Three in-the Morning, to the Time when. '

the Inhabitants come to Adarket to fupply their Fa~

F1 milies, the Provifions they want are thifted from one

Fobber to another, and pafs through many Hands, be-

fimall Sum, to grant Licences to Yobband Forqﬂd’l'j || fore they come to the Confumer ; whereby thé fame

whereby the Perfons concernéd in this Way of Ba-

Carcafe of aCalf, Sheep or Lamb, fhall’be advan-
ced one . Third in the Price, onthe very fame Day,

and in the fame -Mavket;_which is a moft intole-
rable Abufe upon. the Poor, who muft ftarve, o
| come up to.the Jobber's Price ; who by bringing in

B
-

Ba what

1

the Butcher and Confumer are then entirely left at -

P PTE: S

; o
ot i e S T L S SRR,
PN A I

- \hen the Marturs are full and welkflock'd, and
I otherwife they would have beon warth : and fo of g by the foregoing Management they can calily malke
: other Kinds of Live,Flefh in Propostion. - Bargainé of

Parts, where their Correlpondents advife:them they . -

Leir Beck, and make the Confumer depend altoge- -
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what they have in Store, or by careying out wl
»they,li?uyf;.o» q;qufg of elfewhere, cai Gglﬁt or Tl:?n
) t_hg- ‘Ma.r.l’e‘tr at their own Pleafure ; and by ‘thefe
Meaflures both the Buzcher and the Hou_{bolder‘ are

 ftinted in their Price, and depriv’d of their lawful

)‘ G;in;' by a Gang of Rafcally Vagabonds and Inter-
opers. N T ‘ D
‘What Provifions they ‘glean up from the Mar-

" kets, or what they have by. them, which are real-

Iy unfit for any Market, they either Hawk and

Cry -about_the Streets themfelves, .or hire others
to. do it for' them, in the Qut-parts and Jefs fre- §
- quented Streets or Allies of the Suburbs, where ‘the
Poor are moft numerous ; by which Means abortive
Carcafles, Cows cut out that dy’d in _Cél%lihg, Mea- |4
1 Country,. or have . their Half-way Stages and Places.

fled Pork, Drown’d Sbeep, and Lambs
d  Droy P> - and othe
Diftemper’d and Infeltious Provifions, )c’ome" tolﬂ bé

fold ‘publickly : And -this was notorioufly the Cafe

~during the Time of the "late Mortality among the

@ows ; of which -the Lord Mayor of London, and . [
the Fultices fox Middlefex me{ in'fSe_HZ‘on;z ’waer‘]fé &
a /

~anade Eye-witneffes : But notwithftanding all their-

Care, and the Pains taken by the Butchers Com~-

pany to infpelt and remedy fuce Diforders; yet the

Grievance continued, for want of more ftrift and

“effeCtual Laws to preventit, © . - :
. As to the other Provifions brought. to thefe two

»great Cities, fuch as Corn and’ Grain of.the feve-

- yal’ Kinds, ‘Poultry, Fifh, Fowls, Cheefe, Butte
N : 5 | / . ) PO
Fags, &rc. the Methods of Foreffalling and Engiof-

fing them, are not fo common and notorious, as in |
the other Cafes already mentioned ; nor is the Ma- |

lady quite fo great, or attended with fo ‘many ill
Confequences to -the Publick. And yet even here

" there is fome fmall Caufe of Complaint, and good

Reafon to interpofe by way of effeftual Remedy

and 'I{edxefs. "For if thefe Proviffons did really

‘come

| ¢ome at.it.; and- then

ome in aregular Way, diredly from thofé-who far=: 5
ifh them, to 'th‘ofe..who‘ want them in thelrFam1- ‘
es ; that is, from the Farm, the Dairy, the Fifhe~-

[ @re. to the Confumer; W1 h a fufficient Allowance.

gr Carriage by Land or Water, and a réafonable:

i profit to the honelt Factor, Salefman; Ot Agent 5 the:
4 Trade for thefe Provifions would then be mugh fairers-

nd more equitable than at prefent it is, and more-

| 1o the Eafe of the Poor, as well as. of. évery good:
1 subjelt and Houtholder. ~But for want of a'due Re-
| culation of Corn-Fattors, and a proper Method of

B < iccnfing Badgers and Laders, according to the true-

& meaning of the Old Lawsin that cafe made and::

rovided, a Set of Unlicens'd Higlers, Fobbers, Fore-

Y pallers, Tngroffers, Hawwkers, and other Strolers ands -

Iterlopers, have erept ‘in upon us, who traverfe the;

" of Refort, where they buy up thele Commodities-at.
% e frft Hand, and io foreftal thie proper Market:
The Engroffer buys. of thefe Foreftallers, and fells.

again to others ; and: from them perhaps. the Bar-:

d- then. ‘not only. theyva_.re’mii_'e.ra‘b‘iy}f

;| cheated, ‘but. the. honeft Fafor, and "the Licens'd:
| Higler and Badger; 15 either tempted to join in thefe:
B pale meafures, or mnﬁi_bé_'ntterlx deprivd of “hiss
| Livelihoods It is alfo a common, though a very i1l

| Cuftom,  for Waggoners, Carviers; and others em-
| ploy’d.in conveying Provifions to Londin, ’byv‘gny.l;fo;‘g:
of Carriage, not. to content themfelvcs;fw}th; the
seafonable Profit arifing by fuch an Employ, but to

| turn Huckflers and Dealers in any. kind of thofe Pyo--

4 gain paffes to Two or Three Chapinei mote, ac-.
| & ding as the Commodity is either perifhable or
| fit to keep, before. the Confumer and the Poor can.

| wifions, which ‘¢ (hould be their fole Bufinels to con=

{ vey to the Market they having by their quick ands -
ﬁ@q’,uéntgl’ﬁﬁng and Repaﬂ%ng ‘between Lown jaﬁdz;
ST s E 3, - Contl=-
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* which Burden " is fure at long run to. fall altogether

© every good Englifbman’s {erious Confideration, a
" From this melancholy. Profpe& let us now. turn

" wiretched Spoil and Havock, which thefe Foreffallers

- Places, once populous:and flourithing, the Fzirsan
" Muarkets are become ftrangely thin ;. and. where on
~gan {ee little elfe befides Toy-{hops. and Stalls fo

" .Bawbles and: Knicknacks. .In fome of them: th

— T g : - | )

- L I8v.] o _ '“—_
Country, a better Opportunity of knowing how. the

- Markets are like to rife and fall; and by thefe
“ Means they eafily draw oft a confiderable, though a

very unjuft Gain, out of all Proviffons of this kind;

uwpon the honeft Houtholder or Confumer. Thefle
‘Grievances, however trifling fome may think them,
‘are of fatal Confequence to the Poor, and deferve

“well -as. his_helping’ Hand ‘towards ‘a Reforma:

‘our Eyes upon thé Country, and there furvey th

Ingroffers and’ Fobbers, have made, in moft of th

Cities, Towns-corporate, and other Places of Trade;.
" throughout the Kingdomr.. : ' ¥

‘The Fa& is undeniable, that. in imany “of t;t:‘_lvlef

MMarkees are intirely left off and difus'd, as. if th

 Town had’ loft. its Charter. The Tolls arefunk t
. nothing ; and where, in the Memory of many Inha
bitants, there us’d to come to Town upon a Day, Oz

- Lo, “perhaps Three, and in fome Boroughs. Fou
. Hundred Loads of Corn, now Grafs grows. in the

- Market-place. Many large Corporations are. reduc’d: f
" to mere Thorough-fares, and have little other De~
pendance, Nothing rclgns in' them but Defolation.|
"all the Week long, in Comparifon of the _Throng
and. Concourfe of People that us'd to be feen|:
“in. the Streets; and the Shopkeepers are reducd L
. to. a very fcanty Number, or forc’d .to follow fome [}
~other. Bufinefs for- a Subfiftance,- Thofe who love {.
. ‘heir Country, and are apt to enquire concerning its |
, T SRR T T "Eoat

~
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-with Queftions about thefe Things, and are divided
in their Opinion-of the Caufes.of the Decay, of Adar-

Times, ot upon the publick Debts and Taxes, when.
perhaps: there is no manner of Occafion for any.
Suppofition “of this kind ; and they who look fur
ther into the Secret, do, it may be, ftill fall- fhort.

fecur’d, Buying and Selling -will be of no Party ;
“and as for the Taxes, and publick Burdens, they
- lie no heavier now upon the Country (if fo heavy)

_there is a due Circilation -of Profit. between the

the neat Produce ; without the Intervention of too:
many Interlopers. to crofs tqi;o'n this'regular Courfe,
~and like Drones to rob the lal s of th
~ Cargo by the Way, which would otherwife be re-.
- pofited in’ the Hive. | Care has been taken to make

the Roads better than ever: Inland Navigation has
- of laté been much improv’d, and Land-Carriage,

~and Conveyance of Goods and Cattle from one

Town to another, aie as well perform’d as for- .

merly, and as cheap as for many Years laft paft.
We are therefore ftill to feek for the. main Caufe-
and Source of thefe Evils: Now if ‘I can prove (as
I hope I prefently. fhall) That Foveffalling, Ingro[ling,

- the Bane and Ruin of the Counsry Markets, I think

Good and Welfare, have often pizled themfelves .

ket-Trade ‘every where in the Country. The Fault
in general is commonly laid upon the Badnefs of the .

of a compleat Difcovery. So long as Property is. .

. than they have for many Yeais.done ; and as great

Rents never hurt @ Man: where there is a Trade to-
anfwer, {0 all. the prefent Charges will feem eafie;
. where there is an Equivalent to balance, and where . -

. Landlord who lets, the Favmer-or Rentor, who oc- -

~cupies or plants, and the Confumer who takes off

laborious. Bees of their:

and Fobbing, are the greateft, if not the only Rea- . .
fon for all Decays and Mifortunes complain’d of -
‘under this Head, or in other Terms, that they.are .

-
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T {hall have then faid enough to- prove, “that-the:
Perfons concern’d - in ~this mifchievous Way of Li- "

~ving, are a common Nufance to the Kingdom in ge=
perals . R
To make this- out, let us. but confider in what

is, in Tuch Places where: the Shadow or Name of
them is &ill kept vp and retained. Many Farmers:
feldom or ever come thither, but have one or two
Foreftallers and Fobbers for their Dealers, who come

‘home to them, and there buy up what Commodities.

_ they have._ to difpofe of ; and upon their Credit and-
~ Correfpondence they, in a great meafure, depend,
as to the/ Price and Demand, for any fort - of " Provi
fions.

fer, who has Stores enough by him for that Parpofe..

Others bring only Parcels of Corn in a.Bag or Hand-
kercheif, which are - called Samples ; and thefe..

are exposid, pexjhap's, in private Houles, to a few
Fobbers or Engroffers.

“and at.a proper Time,

. Rooms hired for the Purpofe,

or when the Farmer’s want of Money calls upon him.
~xo fell, comes a Fobber or Engroffer; and fweeps a-
way the whole Stock  at, once, ‘and carries’it off to-

fome more remote Market, or up to- London, ac--

cording as_there is-a Call for it to his Advantage..
“The neighbouring Gentry, made fenfible ‘of thefe-

wretched Praices, by the beft. Argument (Experi-

ance) pzovide every Thing. within themfelves, for
~ the Support of their Families, by agrceing. with:

fome Tenant for. whatever they want all the Year

- zound, at a Set-price ; or by referving fo much Land
§ ‘ AR o as.

fons.  Some, who do ftill ufe ‘the Markets, bring;
“perhaps a Horfe-load oz two, which are exposd
to make fhew of a Market, ‘and to have a Price |
fet, which muft, however, depend upon the Engrofs

Fobi Engrof A Trird Sost fhall fend in.
their Com, .it may be, by Loads, but not on MMar-

%ss-davs, and ‘then they hoard it u in Granaries or- E| : ,
Y Sy At they rd It upin’ 1€ OF”. £+ more  Selfith - and Mercenary, than hitherto they

| 445 is fufficient :to - anfwer that End’; and they have

1 their own Slaughter-houfes, " Granaries, and * Store~

.

y,”fdr Want of a Market, are in a great Meafure
| deférted; and have no Concourfe or Refort. of Cu-

4 gomers; and moft of the Commodities they dea}l

fro Parifh to Parifh, ‘and . from Door to Door, by

.

Aifin a Pair of Panniers, ot upon one Of two Pack-

Country-Corporations, . and a lively Image and Pi-~
| Qure of- their Fairs and Madrkets as they now ftand.

corrigible Set of Men, whom I have hitherto de~

| ticular, nothing can retrieve our Countrymen fromr
© impending: and unavoidable Ruin’; and “they muft,

| have been reprefented. - For if the Faits and
| Mavkess fink and-come to nothing, ~ the Towns

 very Being, as well as their Profperity.

|| Well-being

| Loweth L

% Rooms, ‘for all their neceflary Provifions, indepen- o
‘ j dent of the feveral Trades.in their Neighbourhoods -

manner -Markets are now held in the Country, ‘that | jIn the mean time the Shop-keepers in Town and Ci~

! in, are ‘now jobb'd or hawk'd about the Countiys .
Vagabond - and Itinerant ‘Retailers, who carry their

F1 horfes.” T appeal to every one ‘converfant. in, thefe:
| Matters, Whether what ¥ have faid upon this Sub-
1 el be: not in Fa& the prefent State of moft of our = -

| nd, 1 think, I have cléarly demonfisated, That-all
this is entirely owing to hat mifchievous .and in~ - - °

{ibd. Without a {peedy Reformation in this Par-

| upon fome Occafions, to ‘avoid Starving, be much

R and Boroughs, where thofe are kept, cannot long -
H furvive a Difafter, that fo nearly. coneerns their -

| Buit to fet this Matter in a clearer ‘light, 1 fhall

| fairly and diftinély Examine€, what ‘influence thefe
| wicked Praftifes of Foreffalling, Ingroffing, Fobbing,

| &c. have, and moft have, upon the Welfare andi -
_ of all the feveral Orders of Men- -
| throughout the Kingdom, from the. Higheft to the

- There
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. 'There is one Common. and General Grievance,

arifing from this Inteftine Evil, which equally af.
fe&s both Rich and Poor, runs through the whole
Body of our Fellow-Subjelts at once, and is alike

-pernicious to every Family and Inhabitant of |

Great-Britain. - And therefore I fhall difpatch this
firft, before I come to more particular Enquiries, .
‘We all depend upon Trade, and Trade confifts

‘change of Money for Goods, and Goods for Money. [ & =7 =7 C s Ol e N
As, o _51;15__93,,ti»y(;511ar»,Trad_é in Provifions, it is gf “4them ; nor does any thing towards the Bettering of .
the greateft Confequence imaginable, becaule it [}
- confifts: of fuch ,le_;ivngs‘,:a‘s'a‘re abfolutely Neceflary | ,
for the Support *of Humare Life: And then is this [ ), 2% L A Leei NCPPE b
Trade molt Fair and Regular, when Provifons pafs | jut Gain for himfelf: And fo. far as the Price 15—
from the firlt Produccr Of them to - the laft Cop- | [Fisd which muft at laft fall wpon the Confiimers

' - lomde ok A a - ldfo far in Proportion does he atually-Cheat and"
as afe. requi- | Defraud levery one of = his Fellow-Subjells ; and .
en nptions. Eairs_and: M.
~ kets were appointed as- places of Refort or Rende- |
vouz for the Parties concern’d, in which to-Meet

femer, through:the Hands-of fuch Honeft and Law-

ful Dealers and Manufa&ises only,
fite to £t them for Confimption.:

and” Treat for the better carrying on of this Mu-

‘tual Hxchange and Regulax Circulation.. Whoever
‘therefore .gets any of thefe Commodities into his"
Hands, without making‘thegx more fit for Con-

fumption than they were befgre he had them, and
without forwarding them t

- gular ; becaufe- all thefe Trades ferve tofit fuch
Ce T e Pro-
4 .

: o.that End ; or who-
.evér Diverts, Interrupts, or’ Molefts any of thofe
‘Meetings defign’d for this good Parpofe in furnifh-

. ing the Publick with Provifions, is moft certainly

~an Enemy to this Trade, and confequently a Nu-
fance to' his Coontry. Thus for inftance, where
_Live Provifions come from the Breeder to the Feeder

. or_Grazier, thence to the Drovér, and’ fo on to the

. Market, and thence to the Butcher, and at laft to
the Eater or Confumer, this Courfe is Fair and Re-

ﬁ; provifions for Confumption.  And the fame is the
{Cafe with Dead Provifions 5 as where Corz: pafles
Ifom the Farmer to the Baker, Brewer, Mealman,
| Malffery and from ~them to the Confunier or Houf~
{polder 5 all thefe Trades are ufeful in forwarding fuch
F Confumption, and ought to be fupported by )a'“Rea-A
Yifonable Profit and Advantage. = But' now the Fore-

Jany of ‘thefe Lawful Callings, but -rather obftruéts:

ifuch - Provifions as he is pbf{eﬂé’dﬂ of, ‘but often
makes them worf€ ; and all- his Bufinefs, by Inter-’

there is not a Family or Inhabitant in Greas-Britain,
who is not mare” or lefs ‘a Sufferer ‘upon his Ac-’

dto the Fairs and Mavkets, which are of “fuch Ule’
Hin this Trade, he ‘does by Molefting and Ruining
tthem, in effe& Ruin a Tradé, wupon which the’

|certainly “be . ﬂj,'ocking_“t_d confider, That évery’

Englifoman now in Being, thoughin never fo High’

o

pofal of a Gang of Mifcreants, who “‘havé no-’

1Oppreffion, and Koavery.

Landed Gentry; who are Mafters of Demefves ‘and’

o,

}lto make certain or ‘dubiobs Payments. Whatever

SRR TH I

in a Due and Well-proportion’d Circulation or Ex+| {M”"»f?obbers and Irigroffer, is neither Affiftant to”

floping, is only: to.raife the Price, by way of un- |

dcount, and through his wicked Management. As .

|whole Nation cannot: but depend ; ‘and it muft’ .

or Low a Station, fhorld be:fo much at the Dif
|thing to malke thiem confiderable, but only Mifchicf,
But to be more parricular, The Nobility and.
Owners “of Effates, have a Vifible and Certain De-"
pendence upon their Rents, and are fure to be af

Jinens can afford to Raife or ‘Sink their ILeafes, ox’

there-
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stherefore affelts’ the Farmer OF Ré_;’ztor 1n any -near |
. €, v a. Good
Rent, or from paying it. well and duely, muft

Degree, Of difables him from -paying

in Proportion affett. the Eftate it felf, leflen its

.

" Value and Tncome, and in Time confiderably rc-

duce it. ‘The Prejudice hereby done to the Tenant

e

_muft naturally rife” Higher, and- at the Year’s End
. fall hard upon the Landlord or Proprietor, whether

he be-a Nobleman, Gentleman, or - Commioner ; and

will be  found by Experience, - to "be a. ‘muchf
-~ greatex Burden, and ‘a more reafonable Caufe of §

‘Complaint than the Taxes. .
Let us now fee then, in ‘what refpefls, and to

~ what Degree, the Farmer or Rentor isteally affeSed §

by this mifchievous Pradtife of Foreffalling, 3’obbing,

- Lands, who is firfk ‘and;_jChieﬂy-Ec‘oncem’d in- the
~ Produce of Dead Provifions, is. in a good Meafurc

Engroffing, &rc.. The Farmer -or. Rentor ‘of  Arable§

depriv'd. by the Foreflaller; of all the Benefit of hisg

S Mafkét:‘,,where_ is. thelprgper.Vem‘}fqr his Commo- [
- dities : - And before thofe Commodities can cisculate |l

in" a regular Courfe to the Malfter, Brewer, Baker 8

~ @c. the Forefaller will have his Profit out of them;,
“whereby the Farmer’s Price comes to be leffen’d, and

part of his Gain to ‘be- divided among"Vaigabondsv
" and Interlopers. When he "expofes his Com of

Grain to fale in ‘an Open and Free Market, he has[g

- then choice of Cuftomers, and fuch ‘a reafonable
'Chance for a Price, as the prefent Want or Demand

for Goods will afford him: But when the Foreftaller

" has him in- his Clutches, he is then ftinted in his

‘Dealings, it may be to-one. or  two Chapmen only,

“and moft-in a great Meafure ‘be-brought to depend
upon them, both for Price and Demand t00. Thefc §
“are great-Drawbacks and Difadvantages in this way
of Trade, and muft; in the Confequence ‘very. near-§

1y touch both the Eftate-and the Owner.. or Pro-

" prictor§

Deftitute both’ of

'[ 25 1 |

grictor of it:. And when the Farmer i thus become
‘Dependent, upon: one or twWo Forefallers, his Con-~
dition is- very Precarious ; and  if ‘either of them'”. .

Fails (as they are’ often Out-witted by their own

Fratemnity, or funk at-once by running too.Great and
Depri‘at‘eVHazardé, upon Long Credit, ‘or a‘very
‘Mean Foundation) the Farmer is inevitably Ruin'd, -
_and the Landlord at long-run the Sufferer. The:fame. -
{s the Cafe with the Rentor of Pafture Grounds: The
bher is as much a Nufancein this particular, ‘as
the Foreftaller was in'the other.” “All Inland Breeders -

and Feeders of ‘Cattle Have an_entire ‘Dependence
npon, the Markets ; -and as’ thofe'Dwindle, they.are -

{ure to -be Tofers in Proportion, * ‘When the Breeder

“jgonce link’d -to ‘one. or tWo Fobbers, the regular
Gom,rq'ﬁnir:anon~'.'«b<':?_t‘_'wjeeﬁ»ihxm" and the Grazier or

Feeder, is {0’ fatiintesruptéd, that ‘he muft loferin-

his Price - perha ,s_“;,’o'n‘ef:'l?hird_,*iw_hich s’ the: Fobber’s .

Profit’ and Subfiltence. ~1f on

the .other Hand, the

_Grazier or Feeder goes to- Market, -be there finds that i

the Fobber has- been: before-hand with him ;. of.

whom ‘he- muft by, -or lofe the Expences.of his

Journey ¢ :And - if the Fobber cannot have. his.own -
* Price; ‘he then lies: by with his Cattle, or Drives -

them' away. into another Countyy, = If under: thefe.

Difcouragements: the Grazier keeps at home,. and

ives  himfelf. up ‘entirely into the Hands *of the:
. Fobber (as in thefe Circumftances he muft. do-or
Starve) then the Fobber is” at -liberty to- make both
* Price. and .Demand as he pleafes.; And .of this

and:: gen‘é’yal “Pealers; that. when-any One ~of -them

fort of Men fome are now come 'to be fuch large.

Ruind + at once, ~and “their -Landlogds  are left

o d fwal«
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~Rent and: Tenant, which are

fails: (as that: is -often the-Cafe, either. out of De=
fign: or Neceflity) many. Breeders -and Graziers ar¢:
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fwallow'd up and: Devourd by, thefe, Ravenous

Spoilers and: Plunderers of the Publicks ./

‘As-to the Butchery: Boulterer,, Brewer,-B akery Male- W
frevs: Mealmans Innhokder,. Victuallers” Corn-Fatton,
Chandler, -and. other Honeft, and Lawful' Traders,
who  are- concern'd . in. Handing .down: Provifion .
to. - the: Confumery ‘and- fitting, them: for' that. Dos-
pofe;' upon - the;.Difcouragement.. given . to: the
Marketiythey-really know ilot-when or. where. to.buy;
unlefs+ - they: apply: to - the, Fobber .oy fome other’
of that Gang:. And - then -they: . find ’~iexvér§Y' .Thiﬁg i
comes fo dear, to- them;. by that. Time. it has
pals'd. the. Clutches of Foreffallers, Engroffers,. Fob--
bers; €rc. that. foméetimes: they:..cannot come up to
the Price, at -otha; Timies they; dare.siot: run. too
'Great Hazsrds ;. their- Coftomersmake; hard (hifts,. -[§
and+ cannot . orr Will’ not-encousage .a  Free Con: -
Sumptiony; and-often beat’ys themy dowir in: their-
‘Price, -when: they camor.a Ford ity ;'and\‘CG’mplé»in- of-

tHem: when ‘the. Fault- is' really-! none of': their:

owr. “At:the: fame: time] the ., Hawkers and Styol- -

ling: Chipmen- “fep: in between : them:.and. their

Otit-lying: Cuftomers;t and+ that. way: draw: off a:

confiderable: Part .ofi- théin Bufinels = * All which-
‘Grievaxices: bear:: for veéry- hard' upon- “this:fit:
of: Traders, that:. the! Burden::1s becomie :‘dimoft-
Intolerable ;- and yet without: thefe;: a Statecanhot
{ubfift,; and” thieys are:abfolutely'Neceffary- ‘towards-
the:” very Being - atid- Maintenanée: of: all- Socie-
glegst o Chai el cn e T ST e

gyt

Thie -« Shop-Keepeis;* "Retuilersy: Handicyaftsy ahdr

f

Mecharichsy- Wwhovarel: Moviberss 'or ~Inbalitnnts: of!
thie ‘feverall Cities; ' Bitonghsytand: 'othier. Touons’
W ithiﬂ: ' kthis’; Kfing‘dqin, are* alTo.gxeat' Suﬂ:ereys' «by
this deteftable  Pradlice - of *“Forefialling, Fobbing,
Ewgrsffing, €fc. For when their Markets, which

aré in a great Meafure their fuppoit, are ‘thinn'd |

and

e s b

ra
E
?
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and leflen’d, or funk to a mere Name and Sha-
dow, there is no ‘longer that Refort® and Con-

" courfe of People, whereby. ‘Cuftomers -are ‘brought.
i . to -their *Shops ; ‘but their Neighbours furnifh
" ¢themfelves “elfewhere, or ‘buy of sthofe . Hawkers
“and ‘Stiollers, who traffick from:Door:ito. Door iin
< refufe "Goods ;and “Commodities : And :thus whilft
 their -own-"Trade décays, and the Provifions. for
. their Families are by this Means ‘become .dearer,
- the Taxeés ‘carry a-double ‘Weight, and they Mur-

. mur and Repine; without ‘being able to difeern

| the fecret Hand that hurts them, and “confequently

| withoutknowing where to apply for Relief. | There

is a Record in the “Firff -and- Second -of Phil. -and

B Mer. -Chap. 7. which- ifa\YS,f'-'f’That-'=W’he'n-éthe?C017~g

B porations™ and - Towns did * enjoy their Riights of
: Trade undifturb'd, ‘they ~did’ thrive ‘and fHourifh, .

- employ'd ‘their’ Poor, bred wp their Youth in

~nour- and Supp! ot 'to the ‘Government : ‘And this -

-good "Order, and were on ‘all Occafions an Ho~

it ‘was which gave a‘V alue to all the Adjacent. -

‘Landsthroughout the Kingdom.

" At - the “fame time “every Buyer and »Coﬂ]}:}}zer
| (under which Names are included every Subject

and [ribabitant of Grea-Britain) ‘s ‘miferably Im-

pos'd” upon, Cheated and . Opprefs'd, by this Vil--

-l4inous Cabal and Confederacy of Bloodfuckers,

the- very Peft of Societies, and Vermin of the Bo-
dy Politick.” When_our Provifions- upon ~which we-

fubfift are fo long detain’d whiltt we want them,

corrupted and made worfe before they come tor

| “us, and deliverd down through fo- many wunne-
“ceffary and  griping Hands, for ‘the Sake of =
private unjuft Gain, ere they amrive at the laft

‘Stage, and. are in the Pofleffion of the. Confumenr;

| fuch abominable: Management niuft- be a deadly

‘Wound. and. Gangreen in the State, and it is
SR | " high
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- high time. to interpofe with the = proper, Reme-
- dy, and fuch as- may be fafe, fpeedy and, ef-
* feCtual. In vain are’ kindly Years and Seafons,
- rich.Crops.-and Harvefts, Fields and Meadows
‘laden with. Corn and Grafs, if in theiMidft  of

- all our-Hopes, .the Foreffaller, Engroffer, and. Fob-

. ber,fhallcome like a Blaﬁ or l\/hll-(:l(’,"w,;a;nddevoul

- the Fat of the Land, prey upon .the Labours of the

- Husband-man, make {poil of the Induftiy of the Fair § y ¢ Backs, and
i Tid this Burden “wpon them, Whilft they ,fuﬁs;?‘l‘;fr‘-
l (hos much from the Foreftallery Jobber- and Engroffers. .

Trader, and rob every Family and ‘Fellow-Subjett -
_ in the Kingdom, of their Eafe and Satisfa&ion, in
the ‘well-grounded  Expeétation, -and quiet Enjoy-
- ment, of Plenty and Profperity. . =

~ But above all other Or of . I
~".upon this Occafion, the greateft Objelts of Pity;

and for their Sakes it is a fort-of Stupidity or.Cruelty,

"..notto be tranfported with a more than common Re-
~ “fentmen: againf thofe, who {o-unjuftly Harrafs and

- Opprefs them.  Their Cries are ever Refounding in

- ourFars; and.a true ‘and lively 'Pifture of. their
Families, and the wretched Condition they. are in,
. would'not fail to melt the moft Harden’d, and pro-

" duce the Tendereft Effeéts in the Minds of a People,

_famous for Good-nature and Charity. . To have
their Provifions and Suftenance, by means of thefe .

 wicked Wretches, brought to them at fo exceffive a.

'~ Price, when there is really no Occafion for it, ata
Time when ‘they are fo numerous, when fo many

Hands among them are incapable of Work, when fo
many are unprovided of any Employ, dnd Hire and
'Wages are at fuch low Rates, is a moft afflilting and -

will be one Day feverely acconntable. Let.the Times
' j‘alz'bef;f‘l’and;Engroﬂém like Pharaok’s lean Kine, fall

upon and devour the Fat, and’can make a Scarcity
in the Midft of Plenty. 'Whilft'the Poor, who feel

- the
4
- 2 ?_,_ﬂ_‘,,_\_,.zt_.,.. U .‘.,‘,a
’

; in the Scarcity “and Dearnefs

ers_of Men, the Poor are, - _,_ rupte
| nodities-; by’ which their Health pair'd, their
| Lives. are brought in - Danger, ‘and ‘noifome and« -

29 )

| (i Bffetts, biitare not Quick-fighted enoughito dif-
| corn the Caufe, break out into Murmuring: andiRe
| pining, perhaps - into Mutiny and Sedition, and Jay: -
the Blame upou the Times, and. it. may be. their-Ge-.. -
¥ ononvs 3 though in the mean while the true Source.
Ji of their Misfortunes lies-nearer home, and aH thefe |
| Oppreffions and Grievances are to be charg’d to the.
b pccount of a few of theirown Fellow-Subjeéls, who~

ind their Faces, ride -over- their Backs, and have:

of their - Provifionsy
they run as great Rifques from- the Hdrzp’kgr _and‘:&i;
vender of frale, corrupted, and diftemper d'Com-
odit 18 imPa.-ir’d,/ ‘their -

 contagious' Diftempers “are daily promoted through-: -
b oot the Kingdom. -~ And this private
| Howking  of Provifions .is really a e
| rigement to Theft, and the killing of - Cattle 1im:. .

| the Fields and Paftures, by Night, “an _
 bout Londin, and * other great Cities; ‘where the -
B Gianieis. are at a great Expence to ‘keep Watch,

Fobbing and -~
great Encou="

near and: a--

and yet fometimes Fourteen or Fifteen Sheep are:

l ki‘l:@e{' in the Night ;- others have the Fat taken out
} of ‘them:;

{fomeé Ewes are "kill'd '\fzhen;‘ big Wiih“
Lamb, and many Carcafles are carried off, before

| they are fit for Confumption ; “whereby gbundance:

of fioll'n and unwholfome Provifions come "to “be

! vended, to'the Damage of all Perfons- concern'd m
B o . f sziﬁg,* and of all the Families in and about this. -
~ deplorable Grievance ;, for -which, the Authorsofit B ;4 orhe '

and- other great Cities; :,wfhi'fcih“depe‘nd-gf‘o'fv‘@f‘)‘f.-mUCh» h

‘ e : & vpon the- Goodnefs- "and Fair-marketing "of Flefp~
be never fo Good and Plentiful, yet the Foreffaller, W p,, 00

Provifions in genefal. Thus - ftands: this great: a}t:d
neceflary Branch of Trade at prefent; and - in’ this.

| wretched manner are we fupply’d with the ordinary

Prowiffons for our Families:all” over the Kingdom..-

C3 What.
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 What Effe® a Remonftrance or Complaint. of" this |
“kind 'may have, I know not ; but certainly it is not }
~.unbecomingthe Duty of a good Subje&t to fet thefe |
- Matters in a true Light, and to place them fairly in §
' the Way of thofe, whofe Bufinefs ‘it is to provide [ ‘empower'd
~ for the common Safety and Welfare, * T dare appeal B

- mendment ; and- am perfwaded, that it ought much
. rather to be made a Queftion, How the Foreftaller,
 Eugrofler, Fobber, &c. came to reign fo.long i Than,

Why they fhonld not now be put down -and. fup- [

, Breis ?

- After fuch a Melancholy Account, it may per-
‘Raps be expelted of me, that I {hould-offer fome- [§
-thing by-Way of Scpeme or Propofal, - forthe better:
Regulation of the Markets, and of the Tpade for
Provifions of all forts'in General.  But 1 {hall de-"

cline that Task, for two Reafons :’ One is, Becanfe
this Affair more properly belongs to thofe aboye

me ; And the other is, Becanfe I am well inform’d,,.

that there hath been fuch a Scheme for: fome | the reft -of their Fellow-Subjets, and: may readi-

‘@ Iy embrace and affent to, B fhall then think my-

time in Agitation, form'd and’ projefted by very
able Hands, and dire&ted -and _app}rov‘fd,ﬂbjﬁ]’_erz’l

{ons of the firft Note for. -Underftanding, Juftice,

and Integrity ; which, I hope, and make no doubt,

will mieet with all fitting Encouragement, accord-"
ing as it fhall be found pralticable in it felf,

| becaule the Information and  Profecution': wp-

| found upon Trial to be throughly effeSual;. in the: -
Cure and: Removal - of many other National Giie~ -

L]

on thofe Laws have been left-at large, and to- - -
every one’s Difcretion, it muft follow, that wmlefsa -
particular Ser of ‘Men be. efpecially enabled ~and,

: | to enquite into, to dete&; purfue, -and -

r Ifa 4 al B cficttually to fupprefs the Offenders: in -every oue.
~ to. any Reader of common Judgment, Whether thefe: L of thefe Kinds; the Remedy muft fall thost of the SR
" Things. do- not call aloud: for Redrefs” and  A-. ‘]jiﬂe'mpe_;, ‘and we fhall fill remain in as ‘bad a~

| Condition as.ever. * Other Methods have been try’d,
| and have not {ueceeded, as- is plain from: the Ex-
perience -of near  Tawo Hundred Years laft paft, The- '
j Lvil hath all along grown upon us, and is now-
rifen'to- a'formidable Pitch : No .ordinary or com--

i mon Methods can {ubdue or keep. it under, but {uch: -

neceflary " Meafures muft be taken, as have been-

| vances, “Whenever, therefore, I thall be fo happy:

§ Publick, fuch as- all honeft Traders in Provifions-
| may find their Advantage from, in common withs -

as to-{ee a” Propofal of this Kind offerd to the-

| felf amply ‘rewarded for. the - Pains: I -have taken:

 eafie -to the Subje&, and effeltval to the re-. B

‘moving thofe heavy Grievances, under which, we
~ now. labour. I 'cannot; however, forbear making.
~one Rematk upon the Nature of fuch. an. Under |

taking, with an Eye to the Laws. now in Being
againft _Foreffallers, Regratorsy and Engroffers.  And

~what I would obferve, is this; That fince the Laws,.

L wking.- 0 _ 4
| Give me leave, therefore,. before I thut up this™

in'my prefent Enquiries ; and. I make no Queftion
| but every honeft Citizen and. Countryman will lends ™ -
2 helping Hand, and chearfully. unite to forward:'
and promote fuch a wfeful and beneficial ‘Under=-

now in Force againfk thefe ‘Men, have, by Experi- |

enee, prov'd. to be fo. very weak and - ineffett

N .

Ranks' and. Orders of Men in the Kindom, to éx~
ot ythemfelves: upon .this fo prefling 'ani Occafion,
and heartily  to interpofe: in Behalf of their Coun~-
tiy. The. fochlcfdone ‘to: Trade.in thefe Partis

ush, e Tafiseucs, though she Peons: concecrd in do-

ing.

N T
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“ing it, are-in themfelves trifling and inconfiderable, .

Let: mes

* perit them, as,they tender the . Welfare of  their
 Tenants, Dependants and Infeviors, “as they

Creatuves and Fellow-Subjects,

this good Caufe with
Wifdom and Juftice,
of Cities and Corporations, the Merchants, Traders,

Mechanicks and  Inbabitants of Towns, as ihey.
_hope to_fee their Markets revive. and Afouwrith, as.-
their. Shops: fwarm. with Cu-

~ they . defire to. have
ftomers ; as_ they. wifh ‘to: have Plentyand - Abun-

dance dwell with them; and: in. their ‘Neighbour--.
hood ; as they bear a Regard: to the. due: Gircu- |

lation. of Trade, and. as they, love and pity, the
Poor, and wopld have them decreafe,. and. {hare.:
. : in the common Benefits of Life, .
-, heartily to join in. the proper - Applications for Re- -

a Competency.

drefs, earneftly to follicite. and. forward: the ‘good

Defigns of thofe, who; are - labouting in this ‘Re-
{pelt 1o give us Eafe ; and to be fedulous, attive; |
and importunate, that we smay no longer- groan -
under that Yoke, which fo- many Years hath mi-
{erably gall'd and affliCted us. Laftly, Let me €x-
hort il other my  Coumtrymen, efpecially thofe
. who are concern’d in  Tillage and Paflure, oF any -
- ways. dependent upon €ither ; and the Poor among.
~ the reft, as they defire to have their honeft’ L=
bours crown’d. with Suceefs; as they. with -to fubfift
quietly -and. -comfortably among their Neighbouts,,

as they -value Plenty, and the -Bleflings that flow -

from ‘it ;. as they wifh . for the Increafe:of Ge~ -

- werofityy Hofpitaliryy and.Charity.; ‘and as they. ten-- |
* dex the Welfare of-the prefent and. future: Gene~--

ol

humbly. intreat the Nobility and Gemsryy
as they value their Effates, and thofe who fhall in--

; regard - §
“their own Families, and thofe of all their. Fellow-
; as- they would pro- -

all their Rower, Tntereft,
Let we advife the Members

afs.

loud  vipon this‘;'Ogé:aﬁon,,, to
nd  intreat, with Freedom and

3 that sthis Grievance

that

may -be. abolifh'd; and
of Trade may . be reft
and Purity, and
folid and lafti
er

ord to its regular Courfe

ng Foundation. ~ In which good Work
1 b(’. a{ﬁﬁing,‘ or ﬂjan CQ.Ddilcﬁifs to- .

whoev

..... ‘a happy Ifue and Accom-

I approve. himfelf a tme Lover of
‘and - will riehly "deferve the united - -

1his Country,
1 Thanks of AR
1" Were the barefacd ~wicked Prallices ‘of Fore-

1 palling,- Regratingy. Engroffing,  Fobbing, &c. once .
ffed ~and taken away, L am very fure there .

this. and:futuré Ages. -

fuPPl‘e taken' ; ety
| would foon appear. quite & new Face of Things,

b

both in - Tows and Coumsry :  For it may - be pre-
ptcfum’d9 to have provd to- a Demonftration, that
thefe Offences are of the largeft Extent, and of
| the moft dangerous -Confequence.
'l and we f{hould then approach much nearer to the
| Golden Age, than was_ever pretended. If we had
Plemy, we fhould then be  made fenfible of ity
and feel, and tafte its Benefits. I Property were

Y -

| not better fecur'd, .it would, at leaft, be much

more. equally ‘divided. -The ~ Publick Buvdens would |
- then' hardly. .be ever felt, and never, “with Rea-
{fon, complain’d of. "The Times muoft mend, and
| Societies flourifh, whenthe Spoilers and Difturbers
‘of both were taken out of the Way. ‘For-of fuch
Univerfal Influence is this Affair, that a thorough
Reformation would _foon produce  fuch, and fo
good Effells, as nothing but Experience ‘could con-.
| vince ws of their Reality : ‘Aund though after thaty

“ot ~

0 ad
other lawful Meafures, -
00d and - dutiful; Subjet s, for

this imporgant Branch -

Teuled upon'a right Foor, and &
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| caniot {ay there WOuId on_this Account, b

. . 'no Complammc ;yet 1 mlght venture t6-{ay, there

wo T : would be no' juft -Complai ing mg:our ,Streefs.
E The ’\me; of " Ey gl;z‘_ ,

i : ' “mg this
: eceffdty' T radedn’P_rowf 0 ;nefs the :Statite
“conderning'” Weights; Meafures, Stan
i Coimpoditiesy and “'the’1tke’:” For: ‘enqmrxng “1nto
“which, Aficient -and Honoyiablé ‘Conrts and Anquéfs
"have been erefted and appomted “And why then
“Jhould’: we- imagine,. ‘that - there will ‘not be due
'Care’taken in-this’ Pattlcular, ‘which'is".of “{o, much
- predrer Hriportance' in “the fame "Way ' of Traffick
and! Commerce 2 Al Grcat” and ‘Wife ngdbms
"and“Srates ‘have parfi'd ‘che Tike ‘Methods; and in
- their. Sumptuary Laws abont Prawifions, “have. been
-/ eminently tender of the' Welfare ‘of ‘their People. | -
-~ Whence' we may reafonably infer, That Grest Bri- B
“#ain -will never fall ‘fHort of any other Nation 8
“under Heaven, “in ‘this"fo ’confpxcuous‘an Inﬂ:ant of
1fdom apd ]uﬁxce.
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