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Occaﬁoned by a Scheme to apply for a
Statute to et the Entalls of Scoz‘land _
~die ‘out, on the demlfe of the Poﬁ‘cf e

' :{ors and He1rs now exﬂhng Lo :
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* Havi the  hotiour to’ 'bég your. acs

ceptance of ' thefe Papers, though' un—-‘
" certaln Whether the opmlons contamed in

them are agreeable to yours 3 and perhaps

s

afrald that: they are not.

To pretend to gwe up one fenu—

ments in . comphment to thofe of an-

" other, is meannefs in.a man ; but in a

frlend 1t 1s ‘a crune. I am Vaxn the

- World fhould know, that I have this
o laﬂ: for my apology, ,,,,,, cafe the opmmns -
| have formed fhould be fo unfortunate-'

" as to " dlffer from your s o

“ Your




t»}

YOUR depth 1n the pr1nc1ples of laW»'
‘_and pohcy ;-

your love of, and taﬁe

‘ym, fcwnce and letters 5. the. obhoratmns

‘1' owe you, and above all that perﬁ)nal |

'\/and unaffeé’ced refpe& Wthh 1 have for

you ; make me .thmk it a duty I owe; to

you,. and to. imyfelf to.. dedrcate the fol—

lowmg {heets to your’ name. ,

s

I HAVE the honour to be, W1th the :

h1ghef’c gratltude and refpe&

Your obhged and

obedlent Servant, oE
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CONSIDE R ATIONS

 ON THE

P B

POLICYofENTA1L§

m GREAT BRITAIN

C HA P. L
Ocmf ton. of tbe fbllowmg C(mf demtwm.ﬁf ‘

| N entaﬂ

CAn enta11 to - endure Whﬂe the helrs

flunder it endure, is no more than a pr1~
- vate family fettlement, by which the ma-
- ker of the entail prov1des, that a certain
income {fhall iffue out of his eftate for the
~ fupport of the heirs whom he appomts'

to fucceed to hun, howe:;'

nd the reﬂ:ramts put‘
upon the heirs under it by the
. perfon who creates the entail, are .
\-very feparat,e things, and merit vory drf |
1ferent confiderations.

remofe in time
~ they
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- it are at an end;
laft heir the e&ate returns to be fubject to

[ 6]
they may"arife.
{ettlement. of .this kmd a..perpetuity: . for

‘the entall ends as foon -as the heirs under
and in the perfon of the

the fame recrulatlons of law, which take
place with refpe& to other eftates. |
The reﬁramts put’ IIpon the' tenant’ in

tail by the will of the entailer, all of which

that tenant is bound to obey by ta,kmg
the eftate, may be as various as the views,

~ either reafonable or unreafonable, of man-

kind, in projeting to make the j income of
the eftate fecure to the heir. It is only
where the reftraints are unreafonable that

they " fhould be prohibited- by law;: as

when the tenant in tail is reftrained from

'gwmg a_jointure to his wife, from grant-
-ing Ieaies, and fuch- like, where: both the

prrvate and. public mtereﬁs are hurt by
~the reftraint., . . .. . B

Such reﬁramts in the entfuls of Scotland

arc many, and pernicious ; but. few. men,
Jin judging of the policy .of this:kind. of
e ttlement diftinguifh betwixt entails them-
Aelves, and the 1mproper:. condltrons con-.
‘tained in them; and. therefore itis notto, be.
wondered. at; tha,t ‘while many, people in
1 bcotland .are e;;ceedmor fond ~ofy many

are

It i is erroneous to calI a

[7]

are sequally: aVerI'e ) ~th1s: 1nﬁltutlon. .

But. to. deftroy: entails, becaufe there are:

unjufti,and unpolitical reftramts - many
of: them, is much the- fame, asiifia man.
was)1to cut ‘off - his arm,  becanfe. two or:

three of} lns ﬁngers ached ;- let the- ﬁngers~

be.healed,: the arm will  remain an ufeful.
| member 3 let ‘improper. reftraints in tentaﬂs‘ |

“be, chfcharo ed by law, and entails:will per=
| ,haps be found in the prefent {’c'u:e of Brl-

tain, tojbe a political.goad.
A propofal Was,. lately made to. the body

| of Jawyers in Scotland, to take meafures
for an application: to Parhament to, amend |

the Scotch Jaw of" entaﬂ‘ i

for that purpofe.

“What ' alterations fhould be made 11ponj

the law of entails, was not. fuggefted to this
committee, by thofe who appointedit; on-

ly the committee wére direéted, that if the |

interition of the bill they fhould frame was

to- de{’troy entails, they thould take care
to frame the bill fo as not to hurt the in- N
terefts of heirs either in ‘the dire&t or col-
lateral hne, exxﬂ:mg at the date of paﬂing,{j

the ﬂatute to’ be foucrht. |

‘_,,.\In"confequence of Wlnch, a comm1tteef_'
was ‘named by that body, to frame a blll;
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The ‘committee reportcd a bill ta'be 6f-
fered to the Judges, countxes, and: burrows,
for their approba‘mon “the' general plan’
‘of which 'bill was, that the: prefent ‘Entails
fhould ceafe with the lwes of the: poﬁ'eﬁbrs

- and heirs: ex1ﬁ1ng at the' time of ‘the 4@ty

and that; forthe future, 1o entail’ {houldg

- be madé to bind any-others than the per-
fons emﬁm’c‘fat thc daté of makmg {uch;‘
| entall # :

| The effe& of' the b111 o 1f paﬁ’ed ’mtb‘ a
= 3 IaW: WOUId be, that fome of thc prefent

entmls

=3 The mﬁru&xon of 'the body of’ lawyers ‘to’ thelr commxttee,
to contrive their bill fo as not’to hurt'the interefts‘of 1heirs now

“exifting 5 and the care taken in the bill not to hurt thofe jnte-

refts was-political,-with-regard  to-the public_ intefefi—iwas” juft

with regard to individuals—and was.founded on legiflagive, pre-

. cedento—1It awas political; with regard to the public mtereﬁ for
" had all the entailed land of Scotland. been. throwp fiow, ‘and ‘at

once, . into the. capacity of being: brought into market, the fud-
dennefs of the revolation, and the infallible glutt in that market
from the overplus ‘quantity of commodity. brought into;it, would
have occafioned a moft unqueftionable lofs both to the commer-

¢ial'and Ianded intereft of Scotland:==7r 2vas u/!, with’ rg[beé? 20

indiwiduals: for there is feldom fuch provifion: made in .mar-
nage-artlcles, for. fecurity of the . heir of the marriage, where

. the husband' has his eftate entailed,’ or 'is 1mmed1ate heir un-
'der one, as is commonly done when .the .eftate -is not’ entailed; -

Where the eftate is entalled the heir .of the mamage is
deemed fufficiently fecure by -the -entail. * ‘And “therefore” it
is but a juft. tendernefs to a. womah marned to one in'fuch a
fituation, and a juft tendernefs to her chxldren, “that no new

fupervenient. law- fhould be allowed to: bring . difappointiment
upon her and their expeations ; “thofe- expe&atxogns;\whmh
‘the law either ought never to have countena.nced or'ought not
“to.dafh to the ground when raifed under its own countenance,—-
. It avas founded on legiflative precedent : for when the ftatute of -
 the 7th of Qt_leen Ann, fubje&ed the Scotch entails to the En-

ghfh :

45, s S e e
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-étitails WOuld fall 'very {dony; 0ne—half Woul &
befunk in twenty yeard; rAnd! mne-{tenths
f them ih :forty or. Afiftlysoo w oo
- This bill:chaving:. ‘beenlately: approved
df by a majority ef thel body:of I&VVYCLS,
the rcotiteiits ofc it have been: finice print-
edsin’ the rnews<papersy and: other public:

~Ve}ncleSf"f of Ithat :fort;-~by v authorlty,

and thc attenuon of the pubhc 1s called

Je&;‘_well merltsf aﬂ theJ ati:enuon thatg can

-be:"beftowed on ite Revolutlom* ineelve
laws: of Iand—pr(}p'erty ares ever eattendeﬁ
swith important Confequences and- ltﬂhere-
fore, before::they are’ made; it: behovevs
‘men well ‘to look forwand;: and exaimine
-twhether ‘thefle: confcquences will [begood
-as: they wifh,:or may be bad, as theyv‘may
‘not: . forefee and in for! domg, then'
thoughts muft not be: nﬂrmwed to’ one
obje& tror fuperficial; nor: 1mpl161tly ta-
ken up, but muﬁ comprchend a Varlety

ghfh laws of forfeitare, thei‘e was & pa,x txcular exceptwn ch}c in-
'favour of {thé  iflie of; thofe married at:the-time of . pafling'the
ag The tendernefs of law_ to women 'who had entered into’
“ngrriage with' men- ‘whofé leftates were 1o fe.,mmgly fecuie-from.
. thoferlaws, and to the iflue of; thofe women created wnth equal

]ufhce and niercy; the ucepnon
. !
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i )
3 fof,\rehtlons, mmﬁ. be deep, amd muft be
i | ,
i ;Wﬁlohed‘WIth mdependehce of thought. ::
Upon this occafion; d think :it both my

¢ irightand my:duty;to give my fentimients
‘ .tosthe: publie:: ! Tiis my chance:in life to
have;a Jarger-intereft inentails than any
of. the other dommoners: of*'Se’otlandfhave,
@ very: few \excepted :

i “tion of entails.is in ‘the preient ﬁtuauon
of‘~Br1ta111 not: exped1ent. e T EIoat

. + And fecondly, to.point: out: the IIHPI’O-
:i per conditions. iin-entails Whlch ought to
= be difcharged by law. ~
sjt o If the prmclples which prove that en-f
o ‘tailsito afar. greater exte_nt than they yet
(R prevaﬂ are expedren.t’ n ”Scotland ‘fhould
| e s e fhew
f'}j * Hxﬁory or’feudal kpro‘pe:rty, E B
i

| ]

and - Tofind niny
iménsof’ b1rth, fortune, and“good fénfe,

I who think with regard to them as I.do.e=
© sAferainsof inquirys® & was: engaged infome
| -yearsago, will {hew, that Thad thoughton
© sthissdiibjec¥; ibefore  the: prefent ' meaﬁme
| Was.propofed sreflexion has fince confirmi-
" ledime:in -the: op:mron ‘which'I thén: forni-
1 eduz-If I erryssmy, errors: arife: not from
. hinkingtoolittle, but from having thoughL
{ perhaps too: miuch;upon the fubjedt. :

! [uFhelintention: of the following conﬁ—
! deratrons s, firit to fhew thatthe deftruc-

‘ ﬂlCW that they: Would be; exped1ent thouc’hr |

‘I.cannot help it :

‘truth-as a phllofopher dnd: to aﬁ‘ert it .as

“title to” meddle in- them.

received to:the!fame extent: in: Englandy
;. the: fanié prmaples will:
affe& all natlons in the fame «cn‘cum,ﬁan
ces. But .theughi I, Wﬂh Qs fearely for;
a man, I have no inclination to eapofe |
myfelf toithe ridicule which: attends:a, pro-
jector:; ‘and! therefore when: I fpeak. of the |
policy, perhaps proper :for Encland -on
this- ﬁlb‘]C&,HI -mean thereby: only to: e{ta— |
blifh- my. own; argument. concernmg the _k
pohcy of Scotland S
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" Ly o
i i.:v\, Y .',w'iﬁ GRS
4«;«4»}«4«!«%»;«»{«#1 Bote }.S‘i, el bbb

F it ﬁ Conﬁzqumce of Zeltzizg Em‘azls dze om‘. .

LaW propofed \’Vhlch i$' to break in

. j “upon-the wills of prrvate perfons, \

and to break ~down family-fettlements,
iﬂlould never- be adopted by legiflation,
cexcept from a very unqueﬂlonable expe-
_diency ; becaufe, untl: fuch fettlements
hurt the public intereft,. the public has;: if ‘
1 may- be: pardoned the: expreflion, no: juft
It may be very

foohfh in. 1nd1v1duals to thmk of maklmm p
| their
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el “names anid families perpetual Wh@ll'?' foré e, accordmg to the common rule‘é of - (
| P povidence has: determmed that all names. calculation, afifth-more of" ]and—property i
dnd famlheq fhall have an: end ‘but, if in- fhould fall into-the market, upon ‘the dif+
dividuals are happy in that unaglnatmn, | folution of entails, than is in it at prefent. R
tlie State, may very well allow them toens f  But this comiputation is by far' toolow; R
joy th@w -folly fQ long as 1t hur ts IlOt the | moft men of entailed eftates; are in ﬁralt- L
State. P ) RSN R E ened: c1rcumﬁances, ‘becaufe, in thefé! days ‘
va’ ‘one: Qf the beﬂ: Ways ‘to kllOW; | of general extravagance, moft of them live .
kwhethcr a particular branch of pohcy' ~ §  above their income " “the ‘confequence:is, i
hurts or does not hurt ‘a: countr y, is to | that'a greater PrOPOI‘tlon of entailed lands 1
examme ‘the Confequences ‘which Would i | Wlll be.offered for fale, to relieve the ftraits ?
fOHOW’ lf tha.t branch Of pohcy was cut, | of their proprietors, than otherwife fhould
off, | i ‘be naturally offered accordmg to the pro-
1 entalls, ??P,l'opofed bY the blll were § portions betwixt: entailed and unentailed
allowed to die out, T imagine the fOHdW- N T property,' “There s to be fold at prefent

mg confequences Would follow,

R T

in the county ¥ where I'write ¥, an hundred

SEECeY

- ,“ | thoufand pounds worth of land, and m-ﬂ g
E lrgrs;elﬁ}(rll:)?nscceotlaﬁg ;SSI;%?I; B | the other counties of Scotla,nd as T have | K
T‘;,u in-its folid value, by Wh1ch 1 | heard, five  hundred thoufand pounds 1

,“ mean 1ts Value up;)n a fale - ! ~ worth. more; and We in Scotland very 1

% - well know, that there is a chﬁiculty to find . :

e R e g e £ B S G s s S S e S T ST e S e e R e

P R S R A SR

F he pI‘lCC of Jand ‘is- regulated by t};e B |
-quantum of it in the market, compounded B 1

“with the quantum of the demand. - Buy-

ers of. land are like buyers of any other )
fub_]e& of traffick : where there are many =

i"'f'(,llers there will- always be* cheap bid-

. ders:  The entaﬂed property of Scotland -

| _‘i‘f-xs about 2 ﬁfth of' the hnd-rent “there-
S , - fore,

purchafer% every where. Now, if a quan-
tity of entailed land, larger than ought

| naturally to have been expected from the

proportions betwixt. entailed and unen-
‘tailed property, fhould be thrown into a
. market already over01utted is it not plam, |
that 1L Would ﬁnk the value of whatever

; | fhallv-
e * Mid~L°thian!

\
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{hall be brOught into t:hat;i marketP Je
~would take the value of feveral. years pur-
chafe out..of every landed: ‘man’s; pocket
upon a fale: of his eftate. oo ol

13 ','ec,,'m

. Meérchants obferve, that; if: the commo-'

dlty in marketis dlmmlfhed one-third:be-
neath its mean quantity, it will be: nearly

doubled:in.value ; -and that, if it-is augy
niented: one-thnd above. its mean’ quanti-
ty, it W1H {ink near :one-half in its: Value 3

and ‘thag, by’ f'urther diminithing. or aug-
menting the. quanuty, thefe dlfpropm tions
Jbetween the quantity and pricés vaftly in-
creafe, : -
hold: oood in the Value of that Commodlty
called land

felf-evident, i that . 'the- dlﬁbhlthIl .of --en-

tails will to a certain' extent, and that not

.a finall one, hurt the value of all the un—
entaﬂed land-property:of . Scotland

It is faid, that,
ﬂroyed, and the lands under them offered
(to fale, our neighbours.in EnOIand Would
{end mountains of gold to- purchafe our
eﬂ"ateo., 1 believe it is true; for, when-

“ever our lands tumble down to twenty-one

,or twenty-two years: purchafe, ‘they will

buy them faft enough. - But, if the money -
houid be thereby wuhdrawn from the

LOﬂlYﬂCFCG,

To be fure thele: rules will;not

in . Britain at leaft; . butitis

if our entails were: de—,

to En gland

" fupphe d b}/, ‘

Luas ]

-commerce, or’ the:: pubhc funds of! Eng—
,'land ithe. fxdvantaoe would: ‘not: be gredat
| - and; -if ‘the Enghfh were 'to
“draw the land-rents:of’: Scotland, the ad-
"Vantage perhapq Would not be much O'reat‘

er’ to:. Scotland.%

‘.’“‘4!\“ ~.)
B ¢

IS W 4

;TWS‘econd Conjequence of lel‘zmg E?Zf(lllf dze ozzt." |

ECOND confequence. Money
ee ‘would ' rife’i in‘its Value, ‘or,
o in other words;
B ¢ money Would be helo'htened. »

The Value of money, upon the fame

) _"fprmmples as that of land, is reaulated by
the quantum Whlch the lender is 1’eady to

'.lend out, compounded with the quantum_., |

of the demfmd of the bmrower or, 1n o-

"'.':ther words, with refpect to this laft, the

number and extent of the ufes Wmch the

bmrower hab for 1t., Intefeﬁ of money

is high in ‘Great. Bri’mm, relauvely to
“forne other Commerelal States of Europe ;.

'becau{’e Lhere .are. 10111"‘01eat Vents to be
nd to create a. deln‘md for )

lt
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L it, namely, the purchafe of land, the pm'

chafe of ftocks; the diffipation of the ex-
travabant and the ufes of commercm
borroWed come to GXC\,Cd the fums want~
ed to be lent; the confequence muft be,
that he who has ‘money to give out to ufe,
will always be fure of a large intereft for

it, from people who want it for one, or 0-

ther, or petrhaps all’ of * thofe purpofes.
But fuppofle great part ¢ of the Iand—proper-
ty of Britain was entalled in confequence

of a toleration to entail, two of thofe {four-
‘ces of demand Would be diminifhed, wviz.
“the call for mouney to»purchafe land, and
the call.for mioney to fquander ; becaufe
people Would not be fond of borrowmg
money. to purchafe lan:d at a h1gh ‘pricey
and men under entalls cannot fquander
‘moré than their annual revenue.
‘would be the confequence of this to the
money—lender 2 The confequence ‘would
~be, that his money would- regorge in- his
poﬁéﬂmn, and he would be contented to
take a lefs intereft for ity becaufe he

- would then have almoft only the merchant

‘or the pubhr‘ to apply to for takmcr it’ ofF
his hands:’ ~Thus, both' the: trader and-
1*he State Would berrow cheaper th'm they

' vdo-‘ :

“What

\

‘do at prefent

[17]

of -the commerc1al and-the other for .thé

advantage of the polltlcal interefts of the
~nation. )
{cheme Wthh tends to increafe the quan--

In the very. fame manner, a

tity of land in the market, fuch as de=-
firoying entails ;-

mortfraoe. .

ddvantage of them; he demands more for

the ufe of his money; and his'demand as:

foon as made, muft be comphed with. -
~ Fats always correfpond to true princi-
ples . obferve the rate of intereft, where

~ there has been an over-ftock, or under-
~ ftock of land in: cu'culatlon. Begm Wlth -
| 'the firft. St e R .
~'The intereft of money ‘was . as. hlgh in
'the ‘Queen Elifabeth’s reign; as it ever was
at’ any * former perlod of the Engh{h hif~
SO Lo T S “1 tory ‘

: * I obftrvellt faxd in fome books upon trade, that the com-{; .o
mon rate of intercft was at 10 0r 12 per cent. at periods pl‘lO!‘ o
- Elifabeth’s reign. -

T hexe are mdeed a few mﬁanccs where 12

L a} B RS ‘,, ok ‘. ‘. » , Pgr

the one for the advantage kR

enlarges- two “of the
fources of demand for - money; - arlﬁngpi |
,»from the natural mchnatmn of all’ meén
to purchafe land as foon'as it becomes
cheap, and 1in- thoufands of ‘vaen to bor- |
row and to fquander, as long:as they can
get credit for a guinea, or have an acre to.
~The money-lender ‘marks well ;
the enlargement of thefe fources; he takes

T T Ty L

£ T

L
et
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- tory Yet in: the ordmary courfe of thmgs,
it ought to'havebeen much lower 3. for.the

nation had, during. her reign, acqmred
great: Wealth by commerce, by plunder, and

by the parfimony of the Sovereign; the
‘Indies too had been difcovered, ‘and the
~ {ilver.of the one India had not yet found

its way, at- leaft to any conﬁderable extent;

~ into the other; fo that every thing contri-
buted to have lowered the, mtereﬁ of. mo-

ney.  How. than came.it to be fo hlgh

L oas- ten per.cent.in_the end of Ehfabeth’
| 1‘el<rn? Obv1ouﬂy on account. of the great .
- quantity of -land thrown Iately into mar-

ket.  The entalled lands of the old fami-

lies, were.falling every day into. commerce,
~in confequence, of the. latitude given by
‘the ftatute :of Henry VII.

the church had been. ahenated by Henry

| VIII and. the Iands of the crown. had
~ been qhenated by Elifabeth, to fpare the
, burden of taxes to her people.
~txty of land, from thefe: three caufes, in
- circulation, . made an. extraordinary de-
3 mand far money 3 and tins demand ‘kept

The quan—

money

.‘-'

- per: cent. was paxd upon preﬁ’mg océafions : But I cannot find any

authority from Record, for faying that the current rate of it was

eer’ o bigh'as 12 per cent 3 tho> I have been at'd 5006. deal of ,
; pams to ﬁnd it out ol RREY ;

¥ Statute-book Anno 39 Reg Ehfabeth cap. 18,

the. lands of

incirculation.

T191

,money -at an unnatural helght of 1nter

oft:—LIt is true, there was a feeond demzmd

for'money; to maintainthe efforts of trade -

and’ mfmufa&ures which.were’ pufhed with
VIgour in this reign: ‘Similar efforts’ ‘how-

gver, were made’ both in France and Hol— :

land, “at the fame period ;. 'and yet the le-
gal intereft: 6f money-in France, in- the

| relgn of Elifabeth’s cotemporary Harry IV.

was - ordered by an edict: of ‘the King:to
be fo low asfix and a- quarter per cents. and

ywvas much lower in Holland at the fame ‘

permd in its current rate... .
“Mark: ‘the rate of inter eﬂ: on’ the other

' hand where there is an underﬁock of land

Holland is the country in
the world, where there is the leaft land in

‘proportion to the numbers of 1nhab1tants, -
“and the leaft’ éxtravagance in propormon '

What f

-to- the wealth: of thofe mhabltants.
-are the confequences. “of:this vacuity in
‘thofe two' fources of demand. for- money?

~An immenf{e prlvate credu: at a. lower in-

“tereft than in any part’ ‘of Europe ; and a

-publick credit which, within lefs than a

century of the eftablifhment of the’ Dutch
: e.ommonxvealth
ing height. EIEREE R SR

was carrled to. an amaz—- |

Now,’

S PR e RN

e P s

B o oo

e R IR RS

THATR




‘has money dear.
too, not only encourages thoufinds to en-
' ‘ter‘into  trade; but it forces thofe who
‘would otherwife: live upon: ‘the intereft of
their money,: to ‘become traders.

[ 201
Now, 1f it be true, that the mcreafe of
the quantity of land-property offered for
fale, tends to heighten the intereft of mo-

_ney; can it be thought that fchemes which
- drag'land i mto a glutted market will be of

* advantage toatrading nation like Britain?
~ 'Lrade is'a trial,; or competition who fhall '

fell commodlty cheapeft; and money is the
inftrument of that competition..  What-
ever nation has money cheap, can, cereris
parzéw always underfell that nation which
‘The lownefs of intereft

Many

other advantages *to-a nation follow from

~it.: 7Look at:the: progrefs of trade thefe
three hundred years back in. Europe and\
it will be found:to: bear a: proportion  ex-
A&, regular, andiwithout any even the mi-
nuteﬁ Var1atron, to.the rate of the intereft
fof money.
-been high, trade has been always low: in
- every nation where it has been low, trade
~.has always flourithed.. L

In‘every nation:where it has

- IT'know i it will:be fald the -Volce of trade

\ ‘crles loudly acram{’c entfuls, and that what

i . fhe
-,,*;Vid.f,se Fofiph Child, ; |

[2Il

fhe: calls for cannot be agamﬂ: her* own
‘intereft.  But there is aivery folid d1ﬁ1nc-

tion;- tho not always attended to, betwixt

- trading men, who. by contmumg in trade

“advantage to themfelves.
~owill ¢onfider, which of thefe inter e{’cs it is
" moft to attend to; and if the voice of the

former, fhould by- mlﬁal\e join itfelf to the

“clamours of the latter, like a bad hound
~ who yelps and follows, tho”

_ fees nor fcents, the wife wﬂl fee the m1ﬁake, ,
o tho the fool1ﬂ1 do not. 1

are ferving: ‘their . country, . and momed
men;;, whe have left off trade, ‘or; Who have
never:-had any conne(‘hon with trade ;
the former of whom retammg, and the
latter affuming her livery, and both coun-

| terfeltmg her voice, - want only to ferve

themfelves.: The voice of tradmg men,
muft always be," if they think at all, for

the high price of land and the -low price
of money ; becaufe by . thef'e only, they
have the command of money, and at an

eafy .rate . of intereft. The voice of ‘mo-

‘nied men. mdeed will be. always,. for every
" fcheme which can make land.. .cheap and
-money dear; becaufe through thefe they
will - be. enabled to purchafe the one, and

lend out the other, to {o much the greatm

TR

- But the nation

e neither

| AnOt’her |
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Another namonal c011ﬁderamon fs:to be
attended to. It is by the  lownefs of “in-

»"tereft that the nation has. been enabled;to
fupport debts; “and: to exert force, which
have aftonified mankind; and it is’ by the

fame Iownefé of intereft:albtie; that the can

be preferved from feeling the: m1{'chlevous |
effelts of them. -+ Public credit-is* be-
come an ob_}e& to Britain,: almoﬁ 48 im-
portant as ‘the interefts ‘of her commere:
but taxed almoft to: the’ full fhe can bear
with- dlfﬁeulty more taxes ; and:tholithe

produce of her funds will rife with; the in-

creafe of ‘her trade, the' expences of : go-

vernment to. prote& that ‘trade muft rife

with' them.r There ‘ig’ perhaps only one
‘¢ertain means, by which. fhe can: always be
fecure of aO*al)’n raifing her millions ‘in the
hour of need; and that is, by following
fuch plans of policy, as will enable her,
“without violence, to lower the intereft of
- money upon her public debts; becaufe by
‘that meafure, the produce of the old taxes
“will always pay the intereft of a large ad-
" dltlonal “capital  borrowed rupon them.
“De Wit opened a.way for paymcr fourteen
E milhons of debt to" ‘the Dutch in twenty
“one years by this’ meafure. M Pelbam
| ennfgui the powers ‘of the nation without

s | largmg

- Les]
Enl’ardind ‘the: burdens upon 'ind'ividlialt{;
the fame manner. . Thefe were' .great

'-men, and . crrcumftances favoured them~

but follow fchemes Whlch tend to helghten
the value. of money, and the meafire’

becomes: mlpoﬂible even to the -ableft of
mmlﬂ:ers, and 1 in the moﬂ: fortunate of cir-

cumﬁ'mces. : : .
Ata perlod When peace has Ju{’c been c-

ftablifhed ; ‘when there has been conqueft
abroad, and profpemty athome; and when,

there is capacity and virtue upon the
threne, and induftry and ceconomy in ad-

mmlﬁratlén i"it was to have been expeéted,

that the- price of ftocks fhould have rifen,
that is, that the pr1ce of money fthould
have. fallen : but the very rever{'e has hap—

| pened 'not ﬁ'om aceldent : not from com-
bmamon, to- 1mpute it to the former of )
thefe is too fhallow and to the 1atte1 is too' ‘

reﬁned a thouO‘ht ;5 but’ from th1s obv1ous

and fimple caufe, that, there is a great and

unufual demand for’ money ﬂ'om ‘many

| ‘quarters ; ' the certain confequence of

which mudl be, that the price of money
mutt, be high.
addmonalidemands for money, where they o

At fuch a _period, to create

“donot arile. naturaﬂy of themfelves, is to
add to the dqngers‘ and. dlﬁreﬂes of the
- St'u:(,
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If it is an error to thmk f'avoura—-
bly of entalls ‘at other’ times'; it is per-

haps at prejem‘ not altogether mexcufable.

~
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‘T/ozm’ Cozzféz]ueme of lez‘tmg Erzmzly dze ouf. 3

o ‘“, H :g RD confequence : Money
Ly 88 Would be Wlthdrawn from
g “: commerce to purchafe land,

- ¢ and. thereby commerce Would,

¢ be hurt.’f

CIF land is eheap ina country, merchants

,wﬂl vvxthdravv the1r ﬁocks ﬁom trade, and» |

liy ‘thém out upon land. CIf the intereft

of money is ‘Thigh, they W1ll be {hll more‘

apt to do fo.  No man will truft to uncer-

 tain dCthl’b, and Wmds and {'eas,' when
he ﬁnds, that his profits upon land, from
the cheapnef‘s of it, are nearly equal to the
| proﬁts upon trade from the dearnefs of 1 mo- B
I deﬁ:royurlor entalls tends to,
fink the value of land, and to ralfe the va-
lue of money , is it not ‘obvious that I'uLch,1

ney.

'1 meaﬁure muﬂ: be cletrnnental to com-
o o = , . Inerce.

_and the phllofophlcal abftract Locke, equally
- agree, ‘thata; ;-chief advantage for trade |
~ which Holland has over: ‘other nations, is;
-{that fhe has but lxttle land to ‘withdraw
~her. traders from commerce. |

L trys. which: partly ‘create .incapacities in .

'people to:difinherit their chlldren beyond . 3
| a certain extent; ipartly: allow it to be lock-

Hamburgh,( areexamples ~which proVe, that
: trade thrives moft where, there 1 is'leaft land ,

:;Cathohcks 3

merce7 The: )pohtlcal praéhcal De W zz,

[25] L \
A
b
:
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Even tlns 2 |
little is made lefs by the laws of that coun—

ed: up- by fides: commif]a; and partly fo: ldad
1t with taxes,: that:nobody:-will:buy Teare
Tyre, Athens; Corinth;, Rhodes, : Marfell-
les, Carthacre,s, Vemce, JGenoa, Holland,

belongmg tosa:trading people. The com-
“merce of: Fratic; : is chiefly: carrled 'on by

- Huguenots, . and of .Ireland- by Roman
merely -6nfaccount’ of stheir B
| ’-,mcapac1t1es to hold - 1and~property, or at
leaft to-hold.!it to: advantage. , :
-.e,ample of the Jews, inall; ‘modern nations |
and ages; fhows, that money: property is . ¢
E accumulated juit in propertion as. thofe in ¢
, ;purﬁut of i it are removed from con_nefhon 3
ﬂWlth the property of land.. ¥ HE
- If there:is: a people: on earth {’can‘chng it
w”lm need of and W1{hmg for an extenﬁon

~The ‘ex- 1



B he has made a ml,ﬁarable pmance f@r i

L felfe ]

- Jaws.fhould: b@ contrwed 0" m te an“v”.éite' o

puﬂq traders out’ of ‘their way;-when they
are 60 apt” of ‘themfelvescto’ go aftray?
‘Could the laws of'Scotland;-like thofe.of the

~ antient Egyptians, /determine the profeﬂi?f oo
 ons’of:the fubjeft, it-would be’ better thatf, B
the tradmg part of our countrymen were
obhged‘"to contm‘ue 1n tra,de from father, |

e f 27 }
"Fbufy regions:.:

.}fell but to: pay debt, OF-£o. LU into. it,

o g;c}k. Theﬁne Wvovrd czrczﬂaﬁm wﬂl nol; arrf:{t ,

B Wealth in its retreat from aicountry, Wh‘?f@
- commerce. s ‘injured in the defertion :.o)f )

her beﬂ: friends. : The money at a gami
“table is conﬁantly c1rculat1ng ; for i

cambled ‘up and - down; and: changes ms
 mafter at every throw of a dye; yet for
Call th1s, it lies perfe&ly {h}l as to the pu—

bhc«-'fand Juﬂ: in the fame manner thc cir-

“culation of land from one landed bank- v
| .rupt ‘to «aﬁe‘eher, may ennchorflmpovenfh
’ S T et i':‘;) 1nd1V1dua15'

a Hear Mr
% made it fafhionabfé for men: to live bcyondﬂthczr eftates,’

«¢ debts will encreafe and multiply and draw with t}}em,‘~.ﬁrﬁ
‘f%"‘?g necgﬁty of incumbering, ‘and: then felling -their : eft
« I think there is fcarce onein’ an hundred that think
e his patnmony, il mortgages have pretty well
cs¢’ freehold:; - and-the: weight. of ;grdwing debts:*

whether he w111 or no, out'of his- Eoﬁ'eﬁions
er 4 clear and unincumbered eftate fet to fale
2 thricving- man: turns bis land -into money,’ to make “the

£ f it are {o. rare, that they‘
| 25 “' reater advantage: The examples of it are fo. rare,
IR PTE ‘g.rc fcarce of any: conﬁderatlon inithe number “of - fellér&- i

u—-Lmée ] co’if d” asionsy Pagc 27

e £ T )

L f'or very.? *. feW people Nfell .
| - their Jands; Lo turn merchants s.almoft n

: When our, trade once: begms q

AF Bocks Gport. th:s head ST aft or chance has
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| 1nd1v1duals in’ thelr turns, but will never?

‘ I'CCOVCI' or retam OHC farthmg Of thC na—

t10n s {tock of Wealth when trade is 'gone,
or gomg f'rom it. Nor will the frequency of

the transfer add, as is vainly 1magmed even,

“to ‘the" 1mprovement of lands. " Circulation

of* land will no more ‘add to" its- 1mprove-
ment,’ “than mrculatmg a rouleau of  gui-

Tieas Wlll add to their weight; for to make .
1mprovements i a foil and chmate like
~ours, national" wealth is required, and’ to
| 'conﬁlme or export the produce of it, ‘na-

txonal commerce is equally neceﬂ'axy

(. ]
i 4
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CHAP V.

‘."9_1-‘ 3 O URTH confequence EXPOr

e ¢ tations would decreafe, and
¢ home—confumptwn and 1mpor-
“f tatlons increafe.” :

Before traemo‘ the cham of caufes and
*‘feffe&q which lead to this confequerfce,
1 beg leave to Iay down a poﬁuon, ‘the
_ conneftion of ‘which with the reflec-
”vj'tlons that are to follow i it, Wﬂl be, I ﬂat-

j‘ter myfelf not dlﬂicult to be feen. L
S A man

(29]

A man ‘who has a land-eﬁate of L I ooo
a year ‘not: entalled ‘may- fpend bethxts

L.20, ,000, 2 and L. 30,000 within the com~:

pafs of ‘a year, in ‘wafte, or'even in the

- change of modes ; but a:man ‘who has
L. 1000 a year" entalled cannot: fpend
. much ‘more than h1s L. 1oco'within -that -
~ fpace ;' becaufe no body Wlll Gwe hnn crc-";
d1t for much more. RTINS T T g

SECT 1\

M fcbzefvow gfeéi‘y of a dzﬂ~ pczz‘zon ﬂ%lt i de—"- N

ﬁzh‘ory

There are three great claffes of people. J

in every extenfive nation; “the induftrious,

‘who raife all the neceflaries and: luxuries of
life ; the luxurious; who confume part of
‘the produce of the induftry, of the former;

‘and ’ the ‘merchants, who, among ‘their o-

ther employments, export the remamder
of what is not confumed by the two for-
Ths, the produce: of the in-

‘mer clafles.
duftry of the firft of thefe clafles, is either

confumed at home; or exported’ abroad.
When it is exported abroad, our induftri-

ous are ‘maintained- by our newhbours ;

when 1t s conﬁlmed at. home, they are

mamtamed

i ki 3

.
[S—
apmiiinth
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‘nifh them drehigh§  articles: exported; on

‘the contrary; cwhetherirotigh materials or

- manufacturéd-are cheap; 4nd:the wages. of

~ thofe who furnifh them aré-low:: -the rea-
- fon is, thatf*the hmumous part of our peo- :

. ple being wedlthier and more prodlgebl

S f:han thofc of other. natmns, will have. their
pleafure& at any-price’;; whereds f01 610’1161"3 l
e ‘_:;wﬂlifcnly take your: commodxtles at:; then*‘ |

5 thatois,” at a’price. lower than they

: ‘;can cret them elfewhere, ‘or furnifh them
themfeiv €5, Lompare the ‘wages: of thofe

T

who-

B . "‘hpme-confumpnon is a;tten d
R ._~W1th the dlﬁipauon of - private - fortunes.,
,;And there are three ﬁeps marked and pre—f

£ patlon, lead through the prodlcrahty of .

e ,;mdlwduals, to national, poyerty..
- The artlcles ‘produced by the mduﬁry
| ‘and ingenuity of the artizan, for the ufe
_of the Tuxuriois : Qoniumer at home; are
expenﬁve, andz the: Wagcs of thof'e who fur— S

ﬁlPiblY thelr“natural enes“the}’s Vent.am** S
:' - prove:upon;. vary, and refiné ina thoufand -

- artsy to «catch and fecure the taﬁ'e of the fu—'_};

~ perior;clafs-of thé nation. AAmc
~ of:this clafs, there arifes not'ot oy
| ditional demand, but a compemtmn for the.;« .
- ‘;produce of induftry and" 1ngenu1ty 3 and?.

- the certain confcquence of - competmon i
tlus, :as in every other thmg, is,  to’ raife .
till -higher - the: wages -of” thofe employed
in gratlfynw the competitors.’  The Ar:
'tlzans, former ly buﬁed at cheap Wages in
furnifiing commodities - for- exportation,
now: either ‘turn themfelves to the ‘more
lucrative - employment of adminiftri ing to
. the luxurlf:s of thelr own countrymen, or
Ll R mﬁﬁ”ﬂ

o
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-mﬁft for hlo'her Wages if" they contmue i

~fth€11‘ oldones: :thus:the «prices of labour
~and he1ght of proﬁts,\ and. confequently tzhe

values : ofl'commodity, . rife from clafs to B
claf, and:ifrom rank toirank, through all |

;’_the 1nduﬁ:r10us claife‘;’ and:ranks - of :the
. klngdom‘ :

reduce him fo low:that hé; cannot: aramfy
them he ismot able to fall-back to amore

{imple way ‘of living;
ftruck off {o; much ﬁ*om the very means of
 his exiftence.;And, in:the very fame man-

‘ner the clafs above him'live up to their pro- -
fits; they pit the expence of then' hvmg as

it were to the accourt of the. prime coft of

- the  commodity in. which'they deal, :and .
| 'When thelr proﬁts aré d1m1n1ﬂled they cry

out and beheve that thexr fortunes are

ruined.: Now, when. the: competltmn of the

=1uxur1ous m home-—con{umptlon ‘15 orrmt

s

- But there‘is ‘nothing fo diffi-
‘f\cult as to:bring: xwagcs and:-profits down
againy When they are:once mounted: up a
commbn man: fpends: all his days earnings,
- whatever: they are,. more:: regularly than'a -
- gentleman .does- the: rents of - hiss eftate;
- }and if: hlb,Nvages are; hlcrh,creates artificial -
wants for  hinifelf - as ‘well:-as the: other:
thefe he -confoiinds ~with - his © neceﬂ'ary’ |
wants; ‘and if -you. afterwards attempt ‘to

, -but, thinks you ‘have

thaL'

Aelves. -

L35

t h*at is, when- the d1fﬁpat10n of" pmvate for«
tunes is frequent, “and .when' the wages of
- one part of the induftrious, and ‘the proﬁts ‘
of another are. ‘muich: ralfed Lhat is, when

the price of commodity is heightened;iit is

obvious, exportations: muﬁ decreafe. #Two

reafons make this confequence infallible ;

one 1s;’ that the: pr1ces of ' commodities bes
ing raifed;: forexgners; who bought them

only becaufe’ they were cheap;: W»H not buy

- them now that th@y are dears but will find

them' elfewhere, or: furnifh- them them-
-The 'other 1s,kthat> the excefsof
home—confumptlon is; 'to a‘certain decrrf:e;

" a diminution: of" the fund for exportation.
Whatever: of the produce of the induftry or

mgenulty of the artizan: is thrown away
at home,: either in Waﬁe, or in the change

“of ‘modes to excef, is: Juﬁ fo much loft to
v_exportatlon; and the quantum of" this'in’
& nation; wealthy and ‘prodm al like the Bris
. tith, will be nearly in: proportion to the
_~mean<; of extravagance: of her 111habltants,
and to the 1ndu]0'ence i it Whmh ‘the

contmvance of her laws gwes latitude Lo,,

The firft effect then of the indulgence of !
the dlﬁipatmn of prlvatc fortunes; is; that
S Wh]lﬂ: it fpurs on excefs in home—001ﬂump~=

tion of ﬁlperﬁmtmh, t checks expoytaﬁon,
. B 1L Bue
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L But the m1f‘ch1ef arifing from-that un
lnmted dlﬁlpatlon, -does: :not ftop - here.

Thevery. {ame caufes’ Wluch made exporta-

tionis to: decreafe;  will-make- importations
to increafe:; 3 ‘for, in the firft place, when

the: wages. of ivorkmen;-the profits of meér-
| chants, and-the prices of commeodities rife

too high at home, foreigners fall to work

‘abroad they afford the produce: of induf~
try'and ingenuity: cheaper than we can;

and ;they fupply 'us, on our own terms,

‘with';thofe very .commodities- with. which

we . had: formerly . fupplied . them . upon
Jfecond  place,’ -that - profu-

thelrs._, In the:

ﬁon, which ‘at firft was chiefly employed
in the’ coniumptwn of the produce of the

1nduﬁry of our own people, is next em-
ployed in the confumption of the produce :
of ‘the induftry of other nations: the tafte

for. home-luxuries will foon be. ‘extended
into. a tafte for -foreign ones: thefe laft
- will even be looked on as neceff‘arles ; and
the fame habits of expence which led men
into excefles in thelr'demands, for articles

~of the former kind, will make them rufli
into- excefs in thelr demands for artlcles of ‘

the latter. |

The fecond effe& then, of the mdul— :
- gence of the dlﬂipatlon of prlvate fortunes
RSN | 1s,

{351
is, to increafe unportatlon as Well as home-

confumptlon. b T e
- A nation:in' thefe cn_:'cumﬁance% is m a

oallopm‘gx confumpuon. ‘For the affairs.of

~ a nation.are, din this- ref'pe& like the iaf-

fairs of:a: ‘private man:: -if aprivate: man
{fpends- every ‘year::more: thanhis income,
hé will; :ina certain tiumber: ofcyears;: be-
come’ a beggar ;.: ~andvra: trading ‘nation
which ‘tonfuines at home more of its.own

" than it ought, and whicl imports : from

foreign countries, annually and conftantly,

‘a:.great. deal miorethan it-exports to. them,

Wlll fooner or latér! be in no’better condition.

; TIL. But-the laf’c -and moftfatal, effet {Hll
remains : behind. - " A people may difpenfe
with-wedlth, but they cannot difpenfe. ‘with
ftrength. . When ‘3 nation, in the ﬁtuamon
I have. deferlbed engages in ‘wars, ‘which

every mation  muft. do- fometnnes, 1he
muft borrow ‘money  to: fupport | them.
The debt fo contracted, or .the intereft of
it, can only be paid by taxes. - Thefe, at’
leaft to any confiderable extent, can only
be furnifhed by trade:: but the funds’ of
trade, and - confequently «the produce of
taxes, muﬁ: diminifh; :when the. imports

~exceed the éxports ;. ‘becaufe itis only'"the
' e\ccis of the hﬁ:er oyer: the: former; svhich

1up§:>ort> '
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upports trade, ‘or fupplies foney.  But

- mew wars arife, perhaps diftrefs ; the muft
again’ borrow, at'a'time when fhe is leaft
-ableito pay, and is leaft trufted, which will
raife‘the rate.of intereft both to-the public;
~and toiprivate perfons; and again lay on
new taxes at'atime'when her people, hard-
Iy able to  pay ! their old taxes,:iare quité
unable to bear new: .ones.: "The:induftrious
poor; in“fucha ftate, will-either become
‘quite difpirited] fink, and.isvork noneat
ally coby if they ftruggle a while: with their
miferies, they, and the merchants who buy
. from ‘them, muft add the price of the tax-
©es, ‘which bothiwill ‘pay, to. the price of
the: manufadtureitfelf; andthis will raife
_the:value of' commodities {0 high; as not
only 'to bar: the. little: exportation that re-

mained; but open the gates of importation

{o'wide; that foreigners will,. in time, pafs
them by, findin g no,_ ability within to give
- areafonable equivalent for what they ufed
formerly to'impdr’ts.;j S O RN
‘The laft effect then of the diffipation of
“private fortunes,’ and of legal indulgence
_in that "d\iﬁipatﬁi?on',f'fis,‘niiféry-‘at home from
the . wéight. of - taxes, -and . impotency ar
broad frony the deficiencies of" funds, and
7théi?ifnc'mnbraxicéfe«f:d/ebvt‘s'; Ty

Motk

‘Moft trading nations lofe  their -}ngut
R . D ," > o - ¥A 3 u.lol’la,'
from. not making fuflicient: provilion

- gainft = this natural:pro greﬁ;?:i;()'f; things.

' Qoaini from not doing {o, hasbeen-emaci-
Spain;’ from not doing {o, has-been-er

ated for ages : the great-wealth! whﬁwh ﬂlg
drew from her European-dominions, and

froin the Indies, fpurred ‘on,. in theﬁx-
teenth century, all the rigdu.ftr\y o_f h:er, peos.
ple: ‘the pro duce of vithat :md‘fﬁ??’v found :
proiﬁortiionable;Ve'n.tf'_s*-i : _lrvnucl-}:of it was ,fionf
fumed:at home,: ‘much of ‘it exported a-~.

enriching other nations, was ,'yv::o:?ke',chi.*: ug |
it home during the reign of Charles V. and

" broad; her * wool: part1cu1a§1}§; inftead of

Philip: I1.. for the ufe no_ton‘ly; of »paill,
butlzllgf ‘France; -and cother neighbouring

- countries, ‘and -‘of ‘America; ~three  cities;

Seﬂvillé‘}?,ﬁszledo,‘_and:Granada,‘:alone; con-

tained 40,000 woollen and {ilk looms --And

‘Spain flourifhed.  But, in: a,'.l.it.tlc;. t%le, Vzlll’c |
wealth ' and ~extravagance of. individuals,

called for all the produce of that indufiry,

for the gratifications of ‘Thome-confump-

" gon. ‘The fiate and fumptuoufnels of ﬂll'e
Spanifh grandees, gave the tone .t he.
~ manners of :the ‘Nobility and courtiet dié

¥ Guicciardin—Treaty of Madrid Fadera, tom. Y Jfaressy

’ Ul[oa :
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~ imitate ‘their - expence. \
: thelr extrairagance may fufﬁce.»

L8l

 the: réﬁd"df ' Eufope“for’i half a century, ‘who

imitated- their. {tate, altho they could not
- One mftance’ O.f
It‘ “Wa's:

.....

‘that the maﬁer of the houfe d1V1ded
among; his gueﬁs, who did:not play,
~ the money whlch he-had won from thofe
~ who did.. ‘The confequence ‘of all this
prod1gahty was, that: little. of the. produce
.of the home-induftry was -exported, - and
- thereby:ong great fource of wealth ceafed; -
~ Another. confequenee was, that the Wealth ~
of thé Indies pafled: only rapldly through |
- Spain, to purchafe the produce of:the in-

duftry of other nations,.: for the ufe: of her

“and her: domlnlons, and thereby one great

fource ‘of poverty was opened: Philip II.

- with all the wealth of the Indles, _made. a

public : bankruptcy : - Philip IV.
~ copper; becaufe he:-had no filver to coin. .
Taxes upon manufacture rofe o high, that

coined

fome T Sp'mlfh writers of good authority,
aflert it isthe 1ntereﬁ of {everal kinds of Spa-
nifh- manufa&urers to fit idle. - ‘Prices and

proﬁts rofe fo- h1ghi that forelgners could

S e s carry

. l*'* Volmzre bg/}. mzzcve; /é/le, tam V. (/mp clxxm
+.- Ulloa, chap m ‘ I
T Ulloa, chap. ix. o ' S

tion and ' imports' mcreaﬁn

effect :

temper and paffion ;. ‘but Colbert
~ principle, encouraged the ‘induftry which

L3291

carry off’ the wool of  Spain . to their own )
countries, work it up there, “return it in
~ cloth to Spain, and: afford it cheaper to .
“her inhabitants than 'they: could work it

up” for themfelves, and home-confump—

ports Were decreaﬁng,-—-—Spam ceafed o
ﬂoum{h " g e T

France, in the reign of' her boaﬁed mo—

narch, faw both the rife and the fall of pro-
fperity, in thls gradation of human affairs.

- She had not the wealth of the Indies, like

Spam, to fet ‘the induftry of her- peoplc
on a-fuddenin motion; but fhe had ‘the
magnificénce and extr avagance of a. youno

‘monarch whofe example had the fame in-
fluence “over the manners of his fubjects,
as the laws of “other fupreme powers have
k_ over: then's 5 and ‘this' operated the fame
For, Whenever wealth ariﬁp:i'teq,f‘
twhether ‘coming from the Indies, or from-
~ the ruins of the rich; induftry will fpring

forwards to furnith to its defires. Lewis
XIV. encouraged the extravagance, from

was to fuppIy the demands of that extra-

'vagance, and which would otherways have
been fupphed fx om other' countnes to the

.ﬂ?ﬂ"

~while " ex-

from
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~ impoverifhment of  his own. . ;
ject' in the arts of' induftry was, protected

[ 407]

by the prince and his minifter; and aflift-
‘ed by the: genius of a . nation ‘which' théy
had modelled on their.own.  The: confef-

- quence was, induftry exerted all her pow-

-ers, {he raifed more than the ‘home-
‘demand called for; and a foreign. ex-

- portation bearing a large proportion to

the home-confumpuon took place. France
was then at her -acmé of profperity in

- Europe. But Lewis:!{topt not the extravas

gance where he fhould have done it; and

Wh1ch if he had dene; the home-confump—‘

tion would have decreafed, and the fo-
reign exportation increafed. . On the. con-

trary, he was extravagant - hlmfelf' ‘and,
with the exception of one or two per10d° \
~of diftrefs,  continued extravaganceé in his

people - to the end. The fage Colbert

died too long before hlS mafter: the point

was not. marked ‘where the flow. of ex-

portation ftopt, and the__ebb.began. ~ The

confequence was, that  the home-con-

fumptlon continued to increafe beyond

its due, proportlon‘ his people fubfifted
by ruining and plundennrr one another,
mﬁe’ld of makmg gam of l:helr neigh-

L S E R ~bours;

[

Every pro=

[ 41.)

~ bours ;: the foverelgn contra&ed * . above
- four milliards of prefént French money;: of
“debts ; - the inferior clafles: of :the fubje&s,

(Werwhelmed withtlie vburdens ~of- taxes;

which.- they were . willing/ but unable to
' bear, funk under the: Welght 5-and France,

in:the year 1715, wWas no: longer what: fhe
had beens betwmt the years I 67o and

The 111ﬁﬂts eﬁ'ered by the Dutch mini-
{’cers 1. to . Louis XIV. -

liation’ - nation is- reduced,
blhty and  gentry have. been. 1ndu1ged in
the -habits® of dlﬁipatmg ‘their . fortunes;
Whofe merchants are languifhing from'the
decreafe in exportations, whofe artizans are

' (. :
overwhelmed with taxess: and ‘whofe- fu-f
. preme powez 1S mcumbered W1th debts,,

i In every nation where thCIC is-a dan, ger

| of the slmports exceeding the exports, thefe
BURESES s Bl Confequencea

* Szecle de Low: XIV cba;? 70
'% ‘Siecle. de Louis Xiv, mnp 41
i Earl of Srair, :

An hm attemptq to
treat with'ithém  inthewyear ‘1709 ;:the
little ceremony obferved by the:- Enghfh
“ambafladoriito s the Regent of France ;
_ and by the Englifh to the Spaniards, ever
~{fince: the: begmmncr of: thé prefent centu- -
XY fhew to: what. a - cruel degree of humi-
. whofe no- -
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 confequeinces; from the excefs of home-con<
- {fumption, areipalpable. Nations fee them,
arid; providet-againft them. : Sumpttary
laws:are enacted by fome = Vain attempt!

No laws ‘of this kind :can bind the wealthy
or:the: powerfuls -

‘thisis' equally : vain': * Pfohibitions, ' and
" excefs of duties,  are .ih .moft nations only
premiums to {imuggling, and infure its fuc+

cefs: Nor can they at all take valid effeét
in a 'nation like this, which:often runs in+

to -a tafte, merely becaufe'it'is a forbidden

one; and confiders reftraints on-its.vices as
reftraints on’its liberties. A fpirit of .ce-

conomy in the individuals'of a'trading ita-
‘tion,; may maintain a fiperiority of export

OVEr: 1mport - forsa while, ‘as happens:in

" Holland; but ' this' {piric ~is -accidental,
government cahnot command fit,” and-its
‘duration is uncertain.  There is but one

way to reftrain’the- extravagance of the
luxurious. ‘portion:of .a  trading people,
which is, to allow them to reftrain them-

 {elves.. Permit men by law to entail their
-~ eftates, and the check will arife from the

people itfelf. There is no other way, by

‘Prohibitibns: of - the i

- portation of: certain . articles, ‘or duti es
‘on them fo high as to amount to a. prohis

bition; are made ufe of by others. = But

~ 'in a damiask bed,’ whols, Wife m

- ¢ ‘wine and frujt, fil

(431

which the extravagant may be compelled
to be frugal, .and yetlthéirirulers efcape

LA

the imputation of compulfion *. =~
Sl Al o \\‘ o "AL 5T ATV AP

‘ St AN

Ay

* # ‘Hear the fentiments of Mr Locke and of Sir William Temple,
upon the confequences of unreftrained expence in ‘the individuals .
of a stading peaple. ¢ Akingdom grojs rich or poor, juft as
-« 3 farmer doth, and no otherwife: T et ug fuppofe the whole ifle
«s: of Portland oneifarm ; ‘and that: the 6wner, befidés whit'{erves

¢ his family, cargies to market 1o Weymonth nd Dorchefter,ici

<« Cattle, Corn; Butter, Cheefe, Wool o Cloth, Lead or Tin,
<l commadities produced : and ‘wrought. within: (his: far'’ of

< for this brings’ homie in Salt, Wine," O1l; Spice,” Linen and
P!

< Silks, to thewvalue of nine hundred pounds, -and theiremain-

< ing hundred pounds in money, ’Tis evident he grows every
¢¢iyear-d hundred‘pounds richer, and‘fo ‘at the end - of ten’ years

«s.will: have clearly got a thoufand pounds. - If the owner be

¢ '3 better husband, and contenting himfelf with “his native
¢, commodities, buy, defs:V
 fo bring home five hyndred pound .
<€"§ a thowund poande, st the énd of tén'years, he will have five
¢’ thoufand poynds, by, him, . and, be fo much richer, Il

o 8

RYAHA [

¢¢'hnd his Son fuccéeds, a fathionable young genfleman; that can.

““not dine withour Champagne and. Burgandy ; nar fleep but
" d,. 5V . 3

N I3 ' 25

’ )

B A

< cade, .and  his. children be always: in the newelt French cut
¢ and finff, [He, being come:to the eftate, keeps on a very

< bufy family ; the markets are weekly frequentcd, and the

2T o et L S R IO R RS S vyt R
f¢ commodities .of 'his' farm’ carried out, and fold as. former:

< 1y, but the returns ar¢ made fomething different; the fa-

¢ ‘fhionable way of eating, drinking, furniture and clothing

“for ‘himfelf and  family, requires more fugar ‘and {pice,

Serli

« {o that, inftead of nine hundred pounds per annum, he now

«" brings home of “confumable, commodities to the value - of

«“éleven hundred pounds yearly. What comes of this? he

« lives in fplendor, ’

¢< dehauchery, 1dlenefs, and quarrels amongft his fervants,whereby

< his manufactures are difturbed, and his bufinefs negletted,

@ and a general diforder and confufion through his whole fa-

-t mily

red pounds in. money ygarly, inflead

ies: '

ult fpread a long train of bro-

k'.and ribbons, than in his Father’s time; .

'tis true, but this unavoidably carries a. T
< way_the mopey his Father got, and he is every yeara hun-
¢ dred pounds poorer. To his expences beyond his income, add

e a2
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I

~ the, Juxu ,
e g nen b dere Sy

~ tant,'let the'thuthiof it:be .t

~ai-Aemation. which-has'a:

«ghet TE to this we are idl€; iegligent, difhonet, ‘malicious, and -

[ Locke's confiderations. ] Six William™* Terple {peaking o
gality of the Dutch |

« order’,of his Father
«an end, and he fa
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Objections. from the iritere duftrious
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; ‘that the-hahdy’of

duftrious. will:be.t
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TS Wil imble him down the Bill the faft-
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i

Liiin .“".'-7.-2;’}"5' Ll
«"imily and' farm

e nd the ek Whick the indiftly,’ lugdlity, and”good

Kad, laid up, will be quickly broughr to
n prifon. A farm;and’4 kingdom’ dit-
e fox ho’ more’ than“as &’ gieater and a 5. VW7 may thade,
<« “aid “be bufy, and grow’ poor by it, unlels et

Mty Y G
/ cdos Pifulate”aur éxpon
cc difturb the fober and  induftrious “in - their bufinefs, let it
¢ Be ‘upon what pretenceit will, we_fhall ‘ruin the fafter.”—

ity o the Dutch, tays, 1t wil thence apper, that fome of

¢ our maxims are’ not {o’.certain” as they ‘aré current in our

¢ Comimon politics " as,- Thut example and encouragenent of ex:

<<’ cefi ‘of luxury, if employed in the confumption of native commiodi=

<< figs, i5 of advantage o trade.’ It ‘may- be {0 to that which

- ¢¢“impoverithes, but ot ‘fo''to that which enriches a country. .

¢t certdin bounds:
+¢”'commodities

¢ [yis indeed lefs prejudicial, if it lies in‘native, than if in foreign
 veates ; but the Humout of luxury and expence cinnot ffop at
ds: what begiris in native will proceed in foreign

5 and"tho’’ the cxample ‘rut ‘among idle ‘perfons,

i« et the imitation will Tin in all degrees, evell of thofe men by
% Toiofe induftsy the, nitioh fubfifts, . And Befides, the' more of
«« our-own we fpend, the'léls'we fhall have to'fend abroad;’ and.

s o it

will come to pafs; that While we drive Avaft trade,’ yet, by

- «¢'buying much more than we fell, we fhall foon come to be
s¢ poor.” memmObfervations on Holland, :

LT RDGO

£ the fru-,

T4l

© Pafternmations,>muft diffipate and cir-

culate, “becaufe : 2 ftagnation:.of rexpence

‘would be: attended swith: aftagnation of
worky and: therebyt the induftrious: would:
want) gen%;;ploy;hqqci" and>bread ;s in :which

Gafechey wouldieither: diesout«in:filent

‘milery; or burﬁ:qmtoopcncwﬂdfﬂenﬁon;

butiwhere ai natiern has'a svent:for: the pro=
due e of her 111duﬁ}:!y“ i exp qnta}i(‘)g;];\,i‘: :there
is'no fear; that' her: artizans: will:want fem-

~ ployment; as long as they ican afford their

workicheapy: | Will-our -exportations .to
foreigners diminifh, becaunfe: dutipeople,

living in“a mor e'frizgal manner;: are, ena-

~ bled wo furnifh: Ehe;il?z;jeXpojrrted_f}?dOmjmodi%

t1esa,tza‘ fnore :ﬁf_u:galz pI‘l(:eP Ol thecon—

trary; : prodigalityat ‘home, . istalways at-

tendediwith dearnefs .of ;labourrand com-
‘modity’; and dearnefs:in ithefes issthe very
heavieft ‘of all loads upon- exportation.

 known,: progreflive demand, but 2 deful-

tory; ' unknown demand, that is . {ome-

" times progreflive, and fometimes  retro-

 grade; - to fupply which' the induftri-

“ous furnifh too much one year, ‘when their
- profits fink too low, and too little another,

~when :they: mount too high. As long as
~ the diflipation. oof -private fortunes. is allow-

" ed and encouraged, it s impoflible that the
s o o quantum

What throws hands: idle, is mot;a regular.
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quanmm of :the” demand for  home-con-
fumption ‘cam:be, known;<becaufe it de-
pends on gafirice, ‘on fafhion; and fome-~
~ times. ony:d:national frenzy. of - expence,
fach as fe1zed :Romeiduring the deftruétiony
and’’ xmmedmtely afterithe deftru@ioniof
‘But it.is ‘not difficult:for
merchants: to know: the extent to Awhichi
they may ‘prepare their ﬁlpphes for;the

the: repuhhc.

forelgn demand.; becaufe it depends en-
tirely upon. motives of intereft ;; when: pri-

ces and proﬁts at home are hlgh it will be
low; and, in proportion to. the lownefs of

thefe, it-maybe almoft infinite, or at: lefl.ﬂ:
fuch as:the merchants need  have no fedr

of’ over-{tocklng Laws contmved to clleck.’
“the diflipation of ; private fortunes in.any

fet of ‘'men, are contmvances to; afcertmd

- the quantum:of the demand, for the; ‘pro-

duce of the induftry called for at home by

fuch men;  becaufe: they reduce them to
fpend only: their annual income, or alit-

tle more; and the extent of this, ‘it is- not
difficult for merchants, or for a State to
find out. " The confequence is,: that the

- demand. and fupply at home bemo even,

prlces will proceed on .known pr1nc1ples, |
and therefore will be equable, and will be-

e Iow. ! But the demands of the luxurmus at

home,

Lary
home, are: deﬁlltory and hmlted whereas
the: demands of :foreigners .are fteady and

unlirhited, as long as you can. attach them,
~by the: fureft of' all ‘human: attachments,

theiiown’ mtereﬂt And therefore the in=
du{trlous wiall’ ﬁnd themfelves; . like: the

Dutchy compenfated for the diminution of

their profits, by the. furenefs of them, and
by thie extent of their for eign. dealings. .

* But; in the next place, if it fhould hap? |

pen, which never: will happen as long a5

prices-are 1ow, “that forelgners thould cail
for: fomewhat fewer of our. commodlues, |
becaufe ‘we call fm fewer of theirs; we.

have: a.. vaf’c veiit, and progreﬁive in its
Va&ne{'sl in our own Colonies. = The Colo-
nies Wwe ;formerly had, have been exten-

~ding for ages in) an umform un1nterrupt-

“ed, and fpeedy gradation, in -their de-
mands for the produce of European induf-
try: more Colonies are now added to
them; and thefe too muft extend from na-

“tural caufes which never fail, in the fame .
uniform, unmterrupted and fpeedy gra-
' dauon in thelr demands for the fame pmw

duce. S i SR
The mcreafe of demand for the pro-

duce of the mduﬂ:ry of a nation, is the
ﬁoppaoe in it

foundauon of opulence~' a
SRR is

B oy A A
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“the colony-demand.
‘Britain muft “fupply it with. ‘the commodi--

- fully fettled ;
- nufacturers in a moment,
where every oneis, employed' Whereas {he

O raEl

is: the firft: prognofhc of; 1mpendmg ruin
“and, therefore, it is the duty of:: govern-
‘ment, to make preparations for the colony-
fupply, iand to:take care that'theprogrefs

of it keep: equal pace with:the: progrefs.of
I this is negleted,

ties: of  other Européan: nations, -and-not

with her own: In thlS cafe, only. /ome of the :
Britifin fubjeﬁs will have only the profits. of
the factor;who receives a-commiffien, pur-

chafes, and tran{'portb. Thelately acquired

~~ French -and Spanifh domunons may il
‘be fupplied»with the: commochtIeS 5of

France, and-in time perhaps of Spain; and
we fhall have all the expence of ﬁlpportmg

them while’ their: original propriegors will -
" have:all the benefits of their formér coti- *
A W1ie ‘reafon for.
preferrm(T A aeqmﬁmons in French North -
~ America, to!acquifitions in the'French

Weft- Indies, at the late peace, was, that it-
" was' impoflible for Britain.to be ready at

ne&lon with them. -

once, with her own manma&ures, to have
fupphed the demands. of Colonies. aheady’
for there is-no’ gettmg ma-

hfu:l it m ‘her power; to., gwther, and; to

enlaroe ,

111 a country'

[49]

enlarge: Pr eparatmns for the iupply of co-

lonies, that were gradmlly enlaromg
Now, every check upon home—coniumpa.

tion, is a fund for fupplying this’ immea-

furable, .. external colonyhdemand The"
demand is progr -effive’s the fupply ought to

‘be: progreiﬁve too: if men: were allowed
to - entail ' their: eﬁates in;;Britain, they
v;would entail them only by degrees ;. .and
.EVETY NEW | entail is a reftraint upon. the
- diffipation of .one. fa ‘
~far operatés an: ‘extenfion: of - the fund f01
the fupplyof’ the fore1gn—demand

mily at leaft, and-fo

~In modern times, that man paﬂ'es for the.
.be{’c pol1t1c1a.n, who can invent a remedy‘

for an evil arifen: but the antient legifla~

tors prevented the evil itfelf from. arifing.

The laws of Solon; of Lycuro us, and of the

Decemvirs, with the confent of whole na-
‘tions, were not. parual cures to parual dif=

-eafes but looked forward to futurity, and

made provifion’ for contingencies before .
The an-

fwer of Themiftocles to a. perfon who won-

‘they could prefent themfelves. =

“dered at his not knowing fome eriffling ac-

comphfhment that,
- it, .yet he’ under{’cood how to make a

gy 0‘1¢1t 01ty of a little one, ” qu the ex-

G prefﬁon

=

¢« tho” he knew not

o
it
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- for them.

L5o]

L preﬂion of a mnnﬁer WhO thoucrht 1n tlm
| »vmanner CLTRRM e ey a0

Polzz‘zml perzotf ‘qf d%lwmg Eﬂl‘dil.f.”:;;:kj‘

There is but one’ perlod in the ftate of' an

- ‘exten ﬁve Iomety, wheré full latitude fhould
“beigiven to'the diffipation of individuals;

aﬁd confequently “where:: entalls whlch

- prefent that dﬂﬁpatlon fhould be prohibi-
“ted:-and that is; when a: nation - has nog
‘manufaétures or trade; but s Well ﬁtuated
“An extenfive: nauon ‘without -
; trade, generally confifts of . three clafles of

mens ‘d numerdus’ peafantry who - redr

~very little food, in proportion to the capa—
city of ‘the foil and climate; and mioft of
~which little, is eat by the i very perfons who
Taife 1t a finall: nuihber of - artizans, ‘who
fﬁlpply the members of thé - fociety with
‘the very few neceffames they need; beyond
‘thofe of food; and a gentry entirely idle,
~who are’ furmﬂled ‘with - that food, and
“thofé necéflaries from the other two claf-
s, without paying any thing, or at leaft
‘on’ paymg a perfe{t triffle;: for'them in re-
tirn. - The two~former of thefe clafles,
“{rom their denendence will be flaves to

the

i[:.’;};I?] ‘ o

ghe laftyand the 1aft,: from their. mdepen-
' dence, will'be: rebels to the Supreme povv-.
ers Wealth, that great =fpu1“ of 5 humm}
nduftry, will ‘be of no ufe:ix the hands’o

the wealthys; ibeecaufe it cenﬁf’cs chiefly in.

Jarge pofleffliéns: of land;; and: in the.?oi?{,
~cattle, ;and other . pr: mduc ;of - thatrdan :
iwwhich . produce cannet: be . tumaegawii:
10 money,an a State: f\vhele -almoft ~e:

-1y’ ONE:: pro*vmles hamieiﬁ An: almoift: ; egel}i
thing, ot forées:it fronw Other& « Itithere

-fore ?Wlﬂ befpent-in’ maintaining: a} n‘x}mzn— |
Jberof idle! retamers,“nowgwen praniex-

change {0t the icommodities: pr@ddced Py -

~the exeruonsof tHe induftfious. awed: ’}hjée- |
.nious. = AL ‘mmeafe of wealth: will: thl @d— |
ly do no good, but it will . do much mil

e fuch handS° becaufe! it imer aibs-h;t 16
:proportionof : thofe idle tetabnlers g it

“taches themtmore: firmlyitb the perﬁonmvho |

maintains: them, and ‘makes.alittledor tvcefsf

iof every baron’s ca{’de, and a litdle army: o

~thofe: who live upon his: ef’g\me. B

faid by the: elegant and: pu.mrefque ti -

‘-’bertfon, that,’ ¢ in every’corner 101 b
¢ land,in féudal-times; lived a greatlor

¢ who :neither feared: the! kmg, mor: piti-

L6 ed the people. ? A natlon, i thm ﬁtu-

qéisiwell
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s rendered unweildy by enta1ls, | may: {lum-

. ber, on. for ages; happy perhaps, but - ig-

norant in thearts of life; brave, but weak,
Cin durable effort ;. ‘and tho’ ‘active, yet ac-
. tive'to no. good "To: continué: ‘entails ‘a-
<mong duch a* people, is like the laws of Liy-
ccurgus,  to make:the fame:fyftem of: cir-
| cumﬁances, Whether ‘good- or-bad, etérnal
-in:a hation. -

like: tl:ns, was ‘the ftate, . from: VVthll Hen-

vy VII; VVlflled ta: deliver - Enoland cand
~the: 1ndependence of the :.crown,; When, ac-

. cording’ to. the; -authority:of" Lord Bacon,
. -he; lald his- feheme, for: the: dlﬂ'olutlon ‘of

-/the ‘great famlhes, by obtdining‘a law, gi-
. vmtr Iautude to: the dlﬂ'oluuon of entaﬂs. :

‘,-J A e
fore h

Mark the confequenoes Whleh muPc na-

: turally follow-from fach a latitude: given
- :to-a:people under. the cn'cumﬁanees I have
:. Juﬂ: :nentioned:—There  is- no-: .extenfive
’-rnauon, however rude, -or however mueh
hmlted in the tranfmiflion- of land—proper-—
, but muft have fome tafte, for luxury: ;
»;;by Whlch I meana tafte for u1111eceffa1*y
articles of expence produced by the inge-
nuity and induftry of the:artizan; and
-thefe’ are at firft: generally 1mported from

~ nations more refined in the arts of life.”

Perhaps ‘this,::or: fomethmg |

531

“In old:Records, we find great expence in
“coftly drefles, rand worked ‘plate,’ amongft
- even..the moft: frugal of -our: Englifh- and
- Scotch ancef’cors. »
- fluity, once got isaptto: extend: itfelf’; no-
~thing checks it; but the want of 1 money, or
of credlt furnith thefe two; and men will
“indulge i it to the full of the: powers ‘given
‘to: theém.
laying open: entails, s, to’ enlarge the cre-
“dit of “the landed men, who; ﬁndlng the
“means of purchafing fuperfluity more ea-
.. ﬁly than: formerly, advance witheager fteps,
‘in their purfuits  after-it; they confound
artificial, - with- neceﬁary wants; they. call
~for: a: thoufand luxaries . of Nife; W1thout o
\. knowmg they are luxuries’; 5 ‘and: Wants,
before unthiought of ftart up,:
'ply upon them, When they find they can

‘But a tafte- for fuper |

‘Now the! 1mmed1ate eff'e& of

‘a\nd multi-

purchafe whatever: theu‘ defires ican: fug-

‘geft. . But the cornrnodltles of ! luxury,
1Wh1<:h were: ormmally furnifhed from. a-
‘come now to be: furnifhed’ by thie
“artizans at. home, for unlefs there be a
- ta{’ce for: luperﬂmty fomewhere, there will
“not be a tafte for:
“Thefe increafe in number,: and ing genuity;
“a multitude of new hands join them, from
~that numerous clafs which formerly only

broad

Jabour any Where.
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of thefe laft;
theny with money at ihtereft.: hncompa;f'

“they icannoti pay. :

-tilled the ground; iiitereft, emulation;, pufh
“on both the new. and the.old: and as the

. greatiformerly plundered the poor,; ‘the

‘poot: now plundér; the great..- A new. fet
of mén, tioo: ﬁepan, anid, affift;in «Ihe ruin
£ Wit, thofe :who* iupply

-fed in:thisrmanner;: the old proprigtors: of

“the- land .now freed of their entails, firft
- diffipate; amomgs\thoufands, in. their plea-

furesyiithe readycnwney of ‘thel:country,

-moftuef whith was :in'itheir hands;:they

then borrow, - and; mortgage theirdandsi in
Aecutitys of .the mioney:lent ;- and: i thie

end;ofell ihelr landslm fatlsfa.éhon of ‘what
AJlfthm, 1t s Erney. does
. notaddito the: nauonal ftock: of « money,

fo1 nothmg but exportanon d@es thq,t 1t

. duﬂzry, ,and of amidlﬁz asnd rude, makes an )

Jinduftrions and ingenious people. The
want of tafte for fuperﬂmty hadlocked up,
not enlyh the induftry and i moemmty tof the

;:ncu;lon, but almeft all the: money that was
Jindes
_trary, havmo now svithdrawn monoy from

sthe’ tafte for fuperfluity; on the con-

the, luxumous, and diffipated: it-among : the

| ";mduﬁuou% Gt 5 conﬂtantly fhifting: its
Q;}“ ace;s it ﬁnch Itgrway: into the hands Tof -

o very

- merce.
‘merce, . a. ‘nation in the. htuatlon I have;
défcribed; muft fubmit to! Iall the fatalities
“attending diffipation; Proiuﬁon, ‘the mi-

[ 55 ’]- .

‘Vely fon of. 1nduﬂry Who will exert: hlm—
 felf;inits circuldtionrit gives employment,

and cx‘eates affhvn:y, wherever - it paf—
fes. ' The leffeét of:all: this is; that on the

Tuins: of’! thofe who held it for ages, it
rears:up an ‘extenfive inland commerce, in the
‘hands of: thofe WhO do not hold it for \
mimutes L el LA
But th1s is . Jllﬁ: What a nation: needs,,

Whlch had formerly no trade, -and which

Has felt. .its weaknef§s from’ that want.. An

‘interiof: circulation is the’ obJe& at which,
fach a mation muft firft aim ;° forelgn only
: follows ifter the 1nland cominerce
-the increafe of the. natlonal ftock of mo-

and

ney on]y follows after the foreign com-
But, to attain th1s mland com-

fery. mixed with the happinefs of . indiiv-

duals, and the Tuin of the very b@ﬁ part
for, as fr wahty at’ hom\,_‘ 3
“is: the: baﬁq of forelon trade, as-I for merly
fhewed, o luxury at home is the 'bafis -
of 1nlapd where, there i 15 no forew‘n trade.

of her c1tlzens

- In‘this view, entails were as deu‘unenm}
to the. 1nteref‘q ‘of itrade . in- the reign of
‘Henry VIL “as they would be moﬁcnﬁve

to
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1o them in tlmt of George 111 To: deﬁroy
’gthem thenwwas as: neceffdry, as:it:would
“be 1mpohtle now. .The ruin:of: the great
. only: follOwed fromi! undomg them then 5
“a hurt to. the whole ‘might - follow : ffom
ﬁ-‘.deﬁroymrr ‘them n0W.~—-There care: few
;:laws - abftraitly. good ‘or achra&ly bad.
The Dbeft laws are tho{'e which are: made, ‘
by the: power which- ena&s them, to-vary
',\;’as circumftances vary: .. 0ol sini
, to -ob-
.“trude conf’candy the example of Lngland
as a barin the way of all reafoning upon
 the good effets of entails ; and to think
~that as "England firft throve by laying' her
- entalls ‘open to dlﬁ'olutlon {o fhe has fince
. thriven. by never permitting: them to re- -
- turn, and by the moft: ea{y and free.tran- .
Afition of Lmd—property on the: contrary, '.
-_-‘»thCle are: few countrxes in Europe where
- the tranfition of Lmd—property is:lefs: eafy
“and: free “England has a far greater pro-
o portmn of land-propert} ]ocked up from
 commerce than Scotland. has. The rule
of the common law, that the heir j is:not li-
_able to: the: debt of hie anceﬁor , except to
.’fthe extent of the aflets come to his. hands,
“isa law of entail of all:the lands of Eng-
~land, un]eis \VhCle the 111cef’cor hac‘. crea-
' ted

It is:very fuperficial ‘in people,

{57]

.................

'}us hfe. The rule ‘of the common Iavv,
‘That the wife {ball have her dower of lands,
fagamﬁ her hu{band’s creditors, is another
" eriibargo upon:the tranfition of land“pro-
- perty, during her life at leaft: the entails
of" England Himpited in their duratwn as
they are; yet' always operate a lrmltauon, e
‘upon alienation, tothe extent of that en-

dm’ance ‘and the- Eno llﬂl truﬁ-fettlements

- in marriage-articles, are-a- repetition and.
| contmuatlon of withdrawing from fale;
near one half of the land-prc}perty of Eng~

land, from generation tq generatmn. L If

. land*property is Jocked up, it is juft the
fame whether that, happens under authos

rity of' a law-book, or under:the manners
and .practice 'of a nation, And, it ime

ports . not;hmg e;t;her 10, the nation or té

My, ATGUMeEnt, ;i Whofe hands it is Iocked

ups promded ;t s W1thdrawn from coms

merce. Now, in. this view, compare, the

p;: aportion of .the 1a,nd of.. England with

the proportion. of the land: of Scotland,

‘Jocked up at: the fame time from fale, and
you will ﬁnd how greatly the former W;ll] ,

av any ngeu pex 1od exceed the Iatter
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.. ¢ families would - fink,. and,

% together with them,. all thofe
i se honourable ideas Wh1ch attend .

i s - refpect for famlly

The confequences are Very bad for a
natlon, when thofe in the coaches, ‘and

ed to chance places with each other: Now,

in a country where" there is little luxury,
~ or’opportunity for expence, a family may
Taft for ages without an entail ; and accord-’

“ingly, in fome nations, families have ftood
Tong, though not fupported by enitails.
‘But in Britain, at’ prcfent, where there isa
‘gradual and a great 1nequa11ty of fortune,

*‘whlch makes rank vye with rank; and

jwhere there is a’ great opportumty of ex-

- pence; it is’ ‘next to-a-miracle if a family

lafts four generatlons, unlefs the ‘repre-
~fentativesoof it are reftrained from rummg
themfelves. ‘This danoer too, is more im-

| mment m Scotland than in Enoland for,

. W1th
rd

IFTH confequence : Antlent |

thofe on ‘the back of thern, are ‘accuftom-

L5971 |
with the fame love of pleafure, we have
not theé fame furds'to: fupport it: an Eni

ghfh eftate will *ftand its ground agamﬂ: '
two or three fools in fucceflion; but ‘a*
| ﬁngle fpendthmft riins a- Scotch one. f'-fI_’t’:
~is-alfo'in Scotland more 1mm1nent in thofe’

who “have entalled ef’cates, than in tho{'e
who have not; becaufe the former" bemg
generally men of better families, are more.

.‘~TEXP°de 'CO eXpence than the latter. “ -j)'”’

eﬂ:eem, apt to 1augh at thls 1dea of famlly
as’ tr1ﬂ1n g ‘and- unfubftantial. ’

for,

nAtion; in finies " of profpenty 37

tyranny or of 1nvaﬁon, they dre'a fure

wdll behind Wh1ch thé commbon people * i
’naturally to form and  to fank themfelveés.
But a nation' ‘withéut" famlhes will “either

‘becdme unfeehng to 1ts hbertles, or abufe

‘ them.A Such a nation is'a’ mele rope of
fand V01d of coheﬁon, and will flide away” 1
At ‘the’ Very inftant when government moft
needs 1its’ aﬂiﬂ:ancc.———The principes, or men
of famﬂy in Italy, Spain, Gaul, Britain,
and’ ‘Germany, made the firft ‘and the la{t_
| ﬁands agamﬂ: the Roman attempts to in-
| | {lave

' But all hi-

Atorytis full of ! t‘he re‘tl effécts of it~
s’ antlent farmhes ‘are ‘an’ Grnament tola.
10,711 .
tifries” of dﬂh‘efs, cfcher from’ the efforts of
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« ﬂavc the Wo11d —The Romans ranked be-.

hind Pompey. and the Senate,. in. dcfence
of the . con{htuuon, a,gamﬁ; Cmfar and an,
mvadmo army 3 - the Dutch bchmd I:he
family | of Orange, - aga,mﬁ; domefhc tyrans

’ ny.: and forexcrn mvaﬁon 3 and the Hunga,-; |

rians. behmd thf:ll nobles' in defence of

their. common, c1v11 and rel1g10us hberuos.
,-——The Roman Elnpel‘ors,,gs we.fee. from

Tacitus,. could ﬁnd no.way,, of extmgulﬂl-

ing hberty, but by de{h‘oymg the men of

| ftlxe nobie fannhes in Romp 5 ,and were
‘ forced to: 1néqr thc Impp,tatmn of bemg :
montfters;, ecaufe that was, the only. means

by which . they could Dbe. fecure of :conti-

inumg to:.be.. foverelgns.,w——ln all theur;u,—
gbltrary govcrnmentq of prefen,t
“the laft defence agam,ﬂ; arbltrary power
Vwas‘made by thc: Nobleﬁé, by which.. 1
‘mean what Harljy LV of F rance. d1d when

Lurope,

_ z‘zz‘;e ,’f thaf: 1s, not only thofe who hfwe |
theredltary ’utles and rwhts,, but al} tho{'e
~awvho are. well born. -

*.’-_Nobleﬁé of Europe,
~and- thhcheu in France,,.
'fCharles V. in their vaft,. eftates, | Harry VII

in England the houfe of S’tuart in-Scot-

”.tha,i: Louis . XL
Ferdmand and

land

At owas agamﬁ: thé :

could enﬂave that. commonalty:

. tﬂ, :

" tails of: England
- duranon as they. are.—In. France we . fee

[611

land and Fredcrlc IIT. m Denmark gho
re&ed clther their ar s or. thelr violence,
as_ the- only . fire, :means. by .which . thoy
_Whof'e ine
;hear-;t .

terefts they, pretended to,, ha

| The fall of the. hlgher is.a 1noﬁ;'always at-
| teilp >
ties. of the inferior orders of. the
Thefe, prmces faw this confequence, they‘ }

ded with the ruin. of the pohmcal hber

"""

proved it, they.. tried it, and, they or: their
poﬁemty expemenced ‘the ;truth of : it in
ey:ery country, jbut England 3 that .coun-
7, which is an exception from. allcommon
oo;nfequences, Whorever the moﬂ; dlﬁa,nt
interefls . of . liberty. are %m,;vxew.mlt‘ '
the fam1hes of. Brltam, who, . have, ;jcon-
ftantly defended the: Brmfh conftitution ;

- and the. only. time it was ever, deﬁroycd
was by a fet, of men, who Wlﬂled to bring
all mankmd down to. the, mean . level of

moﬁ: of themfelvos ; 1t is..a curious. fa&
in the hiftory of human character, , with

fregard to Cromwell * that the: fame per~
~ fon.who got the. Houie of Lords voted to
“beino. neceflary, part of the conﬁltutmn,

got a committee named | to deﬁroy the en-
even- limited in- their

~one part of the Nobleﬁé cxpoﬁng thems
s - felveq, |

* Ruférwartb. ;

[
|
|
|
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felves, eVery day, to death ih the’ ﬁeld
wherever ordered; for'the glory of a coun
Y the liberties of which* another par
of ‘that Noblellé'is aﬁ‘ertlng, Wwith the pi

rit ‘of *Brtton'"}hnd the d1gn1ty of" Romans. |

=<LThe fEa{’cern”emplres ‘on- the contrary,

have, in ‘almoft all ages,’ been both eaﬁly:
,\ eﬂﬂaved and eaﬁly conquered : one or
two’ bold ‘actions’ genérally ~deterniinéd
ghieirt fates' becaufe in’ almoi’c 1o age’ have
they had a”heredltary, ‘authoritative; ind
termediate rank Stwho could’ haintainré:

fiftince agamﬂ: an’ enemy, ‘after” the Sos:

v’ei'elgn was'fillen; o rotize it"againf¥ “hi
when he tranripled tpon’ Human- natUre-.-—-#"
Tirkey, froi want of famlhes, is the on:
tyt complete defﬁomﬁn in” Europe.-—-The
prefent Germidns; from' theirPrinces lay+

ing out- ‘their- treaf'ures ‘i buying - up the
land—property of 'their fubjects; dre’runs

iuno' into'a’ ﬁtuatlen whmh will: refemble
that of" Tm‘key 100 much
of del‘potlim is; 'of all’ othen, the ‘mofk

| zsrretnevable, where: the antient families of
@ country,‘ being . dwef’ced of their eftates,

there is no’ r'mk in-the- State, except that
of ‘Prince and Tefiant ; ‘
fobnbe tonverted ‘if not in® name, yet’
"m eﬁ‘e& mto thoie of Maﬁer and: Slave. :
It‘

“for that ftaté

terms wh 1ch Wlll )

[é31]

dtis tlllS fingle idea of family, which has

_kept the Scots a refpectable. people, from

the moft diftant perlods of .their hiftory.

‘It was this,. Wh1ch in antient, times made
‘them brave: in. war, and . courteous - and
- gallant in peace; tho’ perhaps, like the thif~
tle in their device, a little rough upon pro-
vocation: and it is this, ‘which, fince the uni- -
on’of the two kmgdoms, has carried them'

onin arms; in the State; in profeflions; in

“letters; and even in trade, tho’ flowly, yet
~ perhaps ‘as faft as the difadvantages .of
~ their remote ﬁtuauon, of their foil, chmate,
and produce, and of their coming fo . late' | K
into trade, in compamfon of other commer-
‘where almoﬁ.iv‘
every ‘man feels- hlmfelf a gentleman, al-~
" moft every man. exerts himfelf to. preferve

| lll‘; d1ﬂ:1n€t1on. :

cial nations, will admit :

~Perhaps  this idea. may
lead to a little. pnde, and if it does, per-

~ haps thereis no great harm done. ‘The Ro-

mans were -proud, and they conquered

" the world. The. Spam'u ds are proud ; and,

tho’. unfortunate .in, many’ refpects, yet

their attachment to the juftum et lﬂomjﬁum, ~

does honour to human n‘tture. ‘When

‘an 1nd1V1dual or a. ‘public. lofes the. feehng

of r1ght pmde, the one ceafes: to. be 2 man,
and the other to be a natmn. - It is a a dan-

o GI‘ ous‘
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gerous thmg‘ to tamper w1th, and change
the: {'pxnt of a people, whén that fpirit'is a

.good onej becaufenobody can forefee ‘what
fpirit may ¢ome in the place of it. " The
Dutch, in ‘the year 1714, Were amongf’c the”

braveft foldiers in Europe, and, in the year

1744, were no longer What they fo Iately

‘had been._ LeRAL SRR
Tt is the faﬂnon of' the tnnes, to allow
mercantxle conﬁderatlons ‘to: entéer too

: ";much into ‘the fcale of' political dehbera-{
tioni ‘as if ' weavers and blackﬁmths were
the pr1nc1pa1 part of | God’s‘¢reation. But;

awife wovernment will’ conﬁder, that it
hasan mtereﬁ: in every rank of its ﬁlbje&q :

~‘that ‘the’ hu{bandman, the “artizan, ‘the
merchant, and the gentleman, all fill'their

places, have their provinces'in the fomety,

and are equally the objects: of its attention
“and favour.:

- Such a governmeit will think
itfelf as much bound to preferve the h1gh
fpwit of one fet of men, asto- encourage
the induftriotis {pirit of another. = Britain
has an advantage, Whlch no’ nauon, anti-

“ent ‘or “modern, ever ‘had; -of contzumng
,W1thm her{'elf' at once, a great ~clafs “of
| .hlgh-fplmted geiitry, “and a great clafs of

mduﬁmous ‘honourable: trader‘-‘, yi{oi/as to

. 30111 all the offenﬁve exterxded foreé" of a
i x.d P, . N 1‘] C]‘I

ftrength- of a poor.one. |
gentry, .. not. the traders in . proportion;

(6571
1*1ch State, to all’ the. defenifive ob{hnate
France has the

Holland. has the latter, not. the former: . as
Britain: has. both, + the 111tere{ts of both
ﬂlould be:equally. dear to-her. governorb.
If the; landed mien of famﬂy, of .a counc
try like Britain, could be: turned in gene-
ral into merchants; the gain. would be tri-

»ﬂm the» lofs: fohd But mdeed the thmcr
‘cannot be, done.
ments of the two orders of men are {o per= |
fectly oppoﬁte, that it is slmott nnpoﬁible |
to graft the one upon: the: othex" ‘trade reé-

The Ideas and fentx-

qllll'CS a mmute attenuon to mmute Ob"

jelts, which it can hardly be expected;
‘men bred up. W1th the views of affluence

and fuperiority, can fubmit to. I do'not

fay their habits. are right; I only fay they
“are . founded.
F rench have been attemptmov ever A{ince

‘in - human: nature : The

the time df Colbert to make the condl-s

tions of the two orders of men compatlble, |

but all to no purpofe. ... The deftruction

of. entaﬂs in Scotlcmd wonld make many
“individuals poc
one farthmg ]ClChCI'e - |

‘Thave:been told by a me1 chant, 'wl‘rofe
| depth of ebfer vation 1s equal to his accu~

I‘ .raey

‘.
!
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'racy,f“that’ of" all the prefent London et
~chants'who have nydde: lax‘ged fortimes - by

trade, ‘there ‘is Aot otte “who't be$an thé

world Wlth above: a thoufand” ""pounds in
his ‘pocket; exc]uﬁve of thofé who had the
‘good fortune to continue the’ ‘huifes: Wh1ch

.thelr predeceﬁ‘ers had fet in’ mohon, ‘and

which alwaysAdo MoveE on: Jike @’ machme,
,W1thout the exertion’ oft any: néw |
- With fo- ﬁnkmg an example Lbefo:('e our

eyes, is it not- ﬂrange, in? many in" ?Scot-‘
1and to-think;" that by expoﬁng Gur mer-
of entalled eﬁates 1o rlin, ~we" fhall load

theme1th wealth: 1ndu10‘1ng thiem i in'a la-
titude ‘of expenee; will expofe’ them to thé
former their . avo1d1n<r trade, or- thelr bad

iuccefs in it; will: ‘prevent the latter.

Perhaps the: ﬁtpport of’ f‘”lIl’lthS, almof’ﬁ o

| always expedient, 'is ‘now neceffary in Bri
tain. Théfe who: look at the:domeftic hif:
'tory of England: f‘or'a eentury paﬁ VVith—

out'the prejudwe of party,” will’ fee, ‘that

the nicharchical and ariftocratical parts-of
the ¢onftitution have: yle]ded conﬁderably
" to the - aemocrattcal part of it. ¢
‘former, perhaps, now: need: that help,
which the latter once needed.” " So me late
“diforders only prove ‘the abufe, but not the
~ duramon of liberty:: for 1f one part either

of

mdhﬁry«é .

The two' R
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~of the confhtutlon, or of - the hqtlon,
,mcroaches upon another that exa& pm{'e :

-madé the Wonder of mankmd and m the
prefervauon of which: alone hberty is fe-

cure ; may. be  difficult:to be- re¢overed:

The réign of Charles I.-is net the: only in-

ftance in the later! Enghfh annals; which
- fhews, that an Englith king,
lifh: confhtutlon, have more: to dread: from ‘

~and :an Eng

~popu1ar demaoooues thanf from the :dluf

&rious offsprmg of antient {tatefimen, patri-

ots, and heroes, tho’ adorned with: titles,
and loaded. .with riches.

and the falfe. popularlty of particular: men,

,and the mfolences of the rabble, -

But if the advantage of. fupportinrr men

of' family is great; the danger. of. lettmg_’
“them fall into diftrefs is ftill greater, :both

and - to

to the liberty of the fubject,
the tranqmlhty of the State ;- ; becaufe thefe,
when in circumftances of diftrefs, will be-

come; either the meaneﬁ ‘or the moft de-
Iperate : of 'mankind. .
chambets of numfters, over the mott | part
of Furope,: and you will find them croud-
~ed Wlth birth. and, mdwence. look at the

hwxd

A folid and: {afs |
_«tmg noblhty and’ gentry, are the beft barf ,
riers againft the invafions of the" ‘crown, -

Go mto ‘the: anti-

il

s A
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fields ‘of rebellion, and you will fee them

ftrewed with m’en of - the beft blood, - and
often the beft fpirits, but whom misfor-

tunes have driven into’ meafures of  der

fpair. . Had thefe men been proteéted by

~ proper laws-and polities, the former might

have been!the firmeft- affertors. of liberty,

" Bug if the fupport of families; s of con-

fequence to the: general interefts of Bri-

tam, th@ fupport of them ‘in Scotland, s
of peculiar . confequence to “her! interefts,

‘Were our entails in- Scotland to be deftroy-

ed, the country would. be. ch‘_W:déd:r with

men of L. 20070or L. 300 a year fortune.

- Our own luxury, and the contageous imi-
tation of ~Englifh Juxury, “would foon
bring on an equality of " fortunes: with a
vengeance, = But removed far from ‘the
feat of government, and the attentions of
‘legiflation, as we are, are thefe the ‘men
to reprefent our  grievances, to complain

“of ourinfults, if either fhould be offered;

~ or to procure the execution ‘of national

~ fchemes for our good? There’ is'a boldnefs
and kind of becomin gf inf()l]e,ﬁcd in inde-

pendence of fortune, that infifts to be, and

will be heard; but in poverty, ‘unlefs at-
R o ~ tended

o bullwarks in war; of

- dependence upon

C Lbe )

tended with unufual vigour of fpirit, there

is a timidity, . that- cannot fpeak for itfelf,
and is not liftened to,-when it does. " Our

~ countrymen’ are complained of, for their
upon minifters in parliament;
the reafon is, that moft of thofe. whom mi-
nifters fee, ‘are depeéndent in' their for-

 tunes. Vhen the  fame “fpyan’ goes ‘up

without fear, to the mouth of a cannon;

pointed againft him 5 yet trembles’ in the
prefence of 2 man in power, as if he was
“a being of a fuperior order, and could take
from him his honour or talents, ‘as eafily
‘as ~withhold from' him graces, which, in
_comparifon of thefe two are’ but trifles;
 the dejetion, arifes not from meannefs of

{pirit, but from the depreflions of fortune.

 Can a foheme, the natural confequence of

few 'independent amongft us, “be for the

good of Scotland? Will it not hurt Britain, |

by ith_rowinl’gg: the Weight"o'f;thg ‘S¢oggh part
of the Britziﬂlf_Icgiﬂature,'qonﬁanﬂy' on the

fide of whatever minifter: is uppermoft?

The miferable Adépendénc\e‘,‘ and total in-

 fignificance of almoft all the ‘Scotch Bur-

roughs, arifing from the poverty of indivi-

duals; may fhow both Scotland and Eng-

P .

- land, what they have to expeét from the
B o equality,
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equahty, that is, f'rom the poverty of mch-

V1duals in. the Scotch. counties, e L
- I am not afhamed to conf’ef;, that I am
touched with: other. effets,, ta.appearance
‘more trifling,” which: will follow: from that
~-equallizing of" fortuue, wherewith the .de-
dtruction. of, entails muft . ‘be . attended.

‘The. Enghfh mob by Wthh I mean. -the

high as ‘well as the low mob,, ;s when. - the
~-high forget themfelves, defp1fe thelr Scotch
:neighbours for their; ‘poverty;. .they .do
10t defplfe thelr Ir1ﬂ1 nelghbours for the

{ame .poverty; yet- the lower . claffes of

both countries are, equ.ally poor : . but the

d]fference is, the. rich of the Irifh: who are |
feen in. England are more wealthy,’ than |

‘the mch of the Scotch who are {feen ther

and the. Wealth, aud conﬁderatlon of llldl*-‘

VJ_duan, by a: common affociation ‘of’ideas
in human nature, throws ‘always ‘confide-
ration on ‘the nation to which ‘they  be-
long. - We. lately  faw, What was. never»
feen in Britain before at one time; a vir-

; ‘
tuous Irmce aud a Vn*tuous minifter, adt-
ing: tocrether, on the faireft principles of

wildom and hberty when ‘the efforts of
faéhon ‘and. malevolence could not atta(;k
that mmlﬁer ~on" his own poverty ‘the

dxd it. on tl"nt of his coua.ltry gl

It 1s true, -
men

[ 71
men’ of ferife. defplfed the topm“ but is.a
natlon ‘made up of ‘men of ifenfe:?: Ninety;
nine ‘out of one hundred of the_ human:
{peciesy are: gtudod by prejudlce ;-and the
prejudlce of ‘contempt,: is-as PcronO' a mo-
ver as any in the human'breaft.’ Accele- |
rate - the: allienation of :the e{’tates of . the -
men: o famlly and-rank in ithis: country,.

by laymg open their entails, ‘and the po-

pular eontempt of: the fweak,: .among our
ndighbouus;: will “be' douibled ‘againftius.
Many: pol1t1C1ans wills: think: thlS a triflé:
but ‘there: is nothing-a itrifle in. pohtacs,
which' operates ftrong effets “on- national
opmlons. - Mutual contempt- difunites na-
thIlS, mutual refpect cements: them Wlth-'

out this laft, their very union. will» only:

‘make them more ftrongly to deteﬁ: thofe
bonds Whlch tie them tOO*ether. ER
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CHAP VIII

Objeﬁ‘zom 70 E?ZI&ZZZJ conf dET ed

Greié of - a@mculture,

hlmi elf

* HE common obje&mn to entads of B

“land is, “ That they ftop the pro-. :
and this for. two B

’ reafons. the ﬁrﬁ: 15, that the propnetor
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'hlmfelf Wﬂl not lay out ‘money upon. im-
provements ;. becaufe. the beneﬁts of them
are not at his own difpofal, but fall.to the
' helrs under the entall ‘who,- in fome in~
ﬂ:ances, may be very remote 1'elauons to

him. " The othet i is, .. That the leﬁ‘ees W111
as. httlc lay out their money upon. 1mprovea

ments; ‘becaufe the leafes upon entalled |

eﬂ:ates are fhort. S M i Tt
| I\a}cknowledge rthe fa& and’ m Scot‘s
vland it is:too melancholy a truth. But the
‘ objeéhon does_not arife from. rhe nature

of entails; it arifes -only from improper

conditions allowed in them; and thefe

ought, by law, to. be .abolifhed. in paft,

and prohlblted in future entails. - Leafes

~cannot be let above 21 years or three
Tives * in an Englifh entail by pubhc law
by private. conditions 1mpofed in many
Scots entaxls, they cannot be let for more

’nelther country can em;alled lands be

granted in fee-farm, or feu, though at
the full rent at the time of the grant;

nor ‘alienated,; thoucrh with refervation of
~ a rent-charge. equal to the rent at the time
“of the ahenatlom But fuppofe that very
, long leafes,\ and that fee—farms, and feus,
o ' B TR T andf
e Statute book, ahno 32 Hen. viils cap. 28:°
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| and ‘deeds .of a,henatlon, W1th proper re-

fervations, :were sauthorized: by law ; .the
ObJG&IOIl tosentails, ‘drawn from the intex
refts of agmculture, would: énm‘ely fy: offl.
Whem ‘the:deflees ‘or:others rintended':to
make flmprovements, they: would: purchafe"

fuch: grants from - thes land-lords - “after

ihich: theywould lay-out all their: money
and; double their  induftry upon. the: pur-
chafe, - ’Vh(:‘l’l they knew:that.all? the fruits
of! bcth ‘weresto ‘be:their owm.»::When
the: propmetor hlmfelf inténded to miake
improvements, :the - moniey: ¢ thrown~ into

~his:hands by! thefe purchafes Would enable

him to; makee %them, anct: he ‘would .; grant
offisthé. lahds hé intended: to: 1mprove, in

i truft for his own behoof yoin:order o be
~ certain thatrall the beneﬁts of:his i nnprove-

mentifhould bé at'hisi own difpofal.s
~Perhapsy purcha{'es ofiithis kind are the .
fureﬁ imeans, by which:improvements can

be:; ;broughti about, in :a-foil: and climate

11ke that{of: ‘Britain, Whlch requn'e 0’00({'
ﬁ:eeks in 1mprovers before :improvements

can’ be::made:<In: theeordmary ‘way of
;makan' a purchafe, amanswho has L. 2ooo

tolay out upon ‘land,: pays it down now,

fora fubject which: ylelds him perhaps I.: 8o
-rent, and he pays nothing afterwards . but,

e{b
":\}.v H ) R R ‘ ) l< ’ o
’ o - ; L
, - . .
i
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if he purchafﬂl a, fee-farmi,; feu, Qr- a*hena-:
tiom, ; in:the wayi 1. have: -mentiened,;: +he

‘would: pay L. 8o asyear. for: QYGI', and pers
 Kaps.L..209::downrat fieft:in-Ingthe fArf

eale; «all his . money.is {pent! upon 'the: pﬁre |

‘chafe; and he:is unable to: attempt: anysims

provements: afterwards ; ‘but; in‘the: othet

~cafe; ras.it is to be prefumed the Tand. awill
always anfwer vits. own - rent 5 < the. pur-q
~ chafer-has: L. 1800 to’ lay lout:uponiim=
provements.
thefe: «the old, proprietor! would: be morie
fure of his rent. than he was. formerly 3 thé

new: proprletor would, by his dimprove:

ments, ‘creatg al new eftate- upon:: the - o6ld

one; -and in: the: profpemty of both there,

‘would bea national gain.. . - T Dy
. 'When a man ldys- ont l‘ns money upon
the purchafe: of - land,

prove it, he: does. it merely\to get a fécuri-

ty for his: money:; - he: lays: it: out. upon,’

land as he would .upon dan Indian bond;

“and the nation is:as little-the better of" thc' .
e

‘one-transfer:asoof rthe other. : But,
- was. cuﬁomary to: purchafe land by giving.
- for it an annual fum near its:annual-value

‘at the time of the: purchafe,“people Would

’buy Wlth the only V1cw inrwhich the na-

- ' thIl

‘Theé confequences would be ‘uporyiit feefn’g |
‘beftow: iore induftry on what'is chieir' owiy
- than ontiwhatis: anothersy

wliere the’ foﬂ and ollmate produce fpon- ’

‘in ‘the prefent‘ |
‘way; “he feldom does it with:a: view'to im-

difcovered ¢
ftanding all thiée noife ‘that the exportas

tioti-hias dn mtel;*eﬁ that fq~ to make thof’e |
aores worth ! pounds Wlmch ‘are’ now' only

worth - fliillifgs. . Andyu A this - Aprz-iéhce

Wwas. to. bet‘i‘;@mc ﬁ'equent e Might pers

hsaps fArdvtHe Indies: in’ rﬁaﬁy ‘parts’ of BTI-
t’«am, Ylag: Wellbasin Afia aﬁdiAmerica. 00

21 One would think it theald requ‘fre httle |
ldgmfto p“xfdve; ehat: mdependence -ofpofs
feffion; in/thofe who! cultivate the'ground;

is'ithe beft: ‘neéaiis’ to' procuﬁé improvefnént
HE S natu‘ral fors ‘men-to

taneouﬂy, ‘this' perhéps is of little: cont

qu uetice bt} in countiies; “wheré the ‘ex-
~értion of indlﬁ’cry ig reqmﬁte for the: cul—v -
1 thatIOIl of lanid, the enjoyment of; 'o¥: the
‘want’ of ‘this*independence - of pofléfiion,
 are the' true - touchiftones by which the

fkate of 1mprovf>ments ‘of "lands may" be
S Mufeovy, Poland  trotwith»

tion of her: graln makee, ‘the ‘hereditary

" Countnes of: the Emprefs notwmhﬂ:andnm’*
~ theirbeing:in the moft temperatc chmates‘ _
, o»f ‘the World and Scotland nbtwnhﬁand-f

m'o her nelghbourhood to England ‘are
el e mﬁance%

o . % Alg'tii‘“ utinir propriis; aliter. t@éﬂméifatﬂ;
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mftances Where the. ground.- is aﬂ, cultiva=
ted,,,becaufe the poﬁ‘eﬂions of thofe who.

labouy,, it ware . dependent..._,.. ,.Swlgzerland,

=4

alfo an. mﬁancq tothis laft. purpofe, wds it

not, .one of the, ﬁate-mamms of.the: govern»{ﬂ
" ment, .of.that kmgdom,,to opprefs, by &exs)
af&;olns, thé - cultivators of. the sground,;in;
’01der Lo ralfe the.;condition.of thofe -in;
the., +cities,. the, camp. and}_fshe .court., . In/
- fhort from almoft oneend of;; Europe to:

the other "}1t :may:;be obferved,: that, 0%

- proportion;as:the ftate of poﬁ‘efﬁon\of thofe:
who cultivate. the. ‘ground is dependent or.

mdependent the b,round is Well or ds: S

N ow: almo{t all ehtaﬂed eﬁates in Scot-'

Iand are low-rented ;- becaufe almoft every: -
'ten'mt in tailitakes a - fine .to .get ‘money:
into. hlS own hands, rather than an advan-
ced. rent, VVthh his heu‘s are only chiefly:
to. elljoy ;. and therefore the prefent leﬂeee:c

and others would. be. abundantly ready to,

- enter into tranfaatlons for . mdependent;f’i
~ grants, of’ entalled Iands at, ﬁlCh low rents..
It is a. maxim .in’ every bodys mouth- in -
Scodand That the country never will be

- cultwated

he Low-:countries;.- -and Engla,nd Are ex=
amples where land 18, hlghly1 @ultlvated fox% |
- a contrary rea{on;:: and Francg swould - be;

[77]

c111tg,vated, nor -the: country—people madel
freesantil long leafes: are granted:to the;

tenants: . but; though fevery: body fays fo, |

no body:grants-theni; That:

whwh draws good ontofa feemmg ev11 and <
which;::without compulﬁon, ‘gets cmen to:

* do; for- their owns fakes, : what;they.would-
" not, deocfor; the“ipublic. ,iPeopleawho{'e* es
ftates are not entailed i 1magm1ng that feas)
 hurt: the ivalué of- anJeftate iniithe: eyeskof :
'purohafers, are unwilling - to.cgrant:feus;

and the laws .cannot: compel them ::: |
’thofe g ,Who{'e eftates;-are; entdiléd; W1ll of;
themfelves;- ~without. perfwafion and Wlth-‘I'
out compulﬁon, gives independetice | toi
1f the laws Wlll per-

thofe below ; them;:
mit: them:to- do’ e T

i

The,x:e aretwo; lnmtamons however Wlnch
ou0*ht to be puit: ;upoii;this latitude, ' if' per-:
mltted .45 the rents of entailed eftates are;.
and. in.general; always muft be dow; - as:

‘moft men of entailed eftates want. ready

‘moneys .and .as all tenants are':fond “of

turping itheir dependent leafés .into mde-j"e
pendent -feus jor;: purchafes'f the: mfalhblei‘.
| confequence of the latitude;would: be, that; 2
. inasvery little time,: ahnofc all. the leafesfv'
K upon; entaﬂed éftates would be turned i in-

‘to: feus,. . or purcnftfes 'mth referved rents.:
: e ' But*

~‘.;§ :
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But even;the firft of -thefe ‘is; intouthy s

property ;. cand “thereforé thoughtheted

nants: m\;tacyl would be: fecured ‘of a2 Hetity

yet the proprietors of i great partiofithe

lamd would be: changeds: | Bug - alt: fuddém

,p tevolutions:in . Iandéproperty aré attefided
 with confequenees not eafily to be:fdreb

feen :ione: ooﬁéqﬂence‘ which! 16 loné cany

fail too fee,“:s rghat! théis tenantcf rof eﬂ:atesé )

Whlch ‘are mot entaﬂed would 'all »Hari- o

get:feus or: purcha,fes from the propﬂetors, :

of eftates whichiwere ;- by whick ithe: Tpros
prietors: of" thet former ‘eftates Woﬂld“ﬁbe

‘hurty and therefore it would bea ‘proper

limitation: upon: the Tatitude 'of feuing, ‘o

alienating “with: & refervation * of :ai fent,

that each fucceflor fhoufd be- hmrted %3

‘grant off no- ‘more thafi 4 ﬁf'th, “fourth,
or third -of the entailed: ‘eftate:t By this

"~ means: the: leafes would be turned into feus

' not at once, but by regular, proper, aml |
unperceptlble degrees.ivii T e o

~ The other limitation: pmper to’ be put

"'upon ‘the power of" feumc would bey, that

no: propmetor of @n entalled eftate thould

have it in: his power to feu off the man-
o ;ﬁon-houf‘es upon- his eftates's mor certain

- proportionsof - the ‘lands; fuch as @ thlrd

or. fourth part around them Wlthout thlS
R hnntatron,

limitation, the prefent landholders: might,

| try, and.all authorlty in their countries.:’ 1

\‘icommon i, ¢¢: That they Weaken the hands
- _f‘ ed-men. Y esnn ik

| trade, from ftopping: the creditiof a num-

793

in time; lofe all connexion with:the coun;-
IE::Aniother  objeGtion to ‘entails equally
s¢lofitrade;: by ﬁopplng the credn: of landﬂ' :
i There are; ‘né doubt dlfadvantages to o

ber:of the: landed—men of acountry; but/ R

| )
* therevare 11keWays advantages from iteven ¢

to:tdadesherfelf. . The value. of the objec-

 tiom -therefore- depends L upon :which of ¢
 thefe overbalances the ‘other; and-if peo- %

ple: will .think wn:h cléarnefs; and reafon |
with: fairnefs; it is:not 1mpofﬁble to afcer— ¢
tam ‘on swhich: fide the ‘balance lies. @0
In. ftoppmg the credit rof amumber -of
landed men; trade will fuffer two: Tofles : r
inithe ﬁrf’c place,\when landed:men fell, or
borrow, in order. to enterinto: trade, or are. i
furety for thofe who are in. it,’ they ferve 3
the 111tereﬁs of trade to theextent-of thefe. iy
fales, borrowings; : or furetyfhips; becaufe
to.: that extent- they. jincreafe the quantity = |
of »the force with which {fhe conduéts all
her: operatlons, which: is. elther money or |
~credit - and if thefe powers: over: property o
-are: barred trade isca lofer, o ithe ex-

- teng

RS
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,tent that thiey. Would hwvc been, made;: ufef
. In- the - nekt“place,;'
whateversa landed-man confuiies;cof the
':produce of:induftry; Moré than his. *amruali
income,: is fo. much: gainito ‘tradé yi for: the
-artizan; aiid-merchani; Fapply mdft: eﬁf\}nsf
confumptlon from the ftores of tradej.and
‘on his.profuifion; folly; and ruin,: doy veiyfo-. |
Dberly, miake themfelves: exceeding richs Jand
g therefore,, when a numbcr, ofi: Ianded?men:
-are-debared from: runmng theLr eftatesout;
trade is:a lener to the extent,ito: Whlch‘th;
;i.fextravagam; would have indulged.theinexs
, -travaganee ne purchaﬁng hér: commodis -
ities, had:they not been/prevented. ! i
not -difcower: »any thirdi circumftanice: in
which trade:car lofe; in: mrcumfcnbmg -
the: crecht of § number of : landed-men.—
The former. of ‘thefeufésof credit]. upon |
_‘_land-property, may:: be: reckoned i judieir
ous. ufe i sthe latter:issans injudicious ufe of B
x;c.-,;-—Non I.imagine; that the; quantum of
the gain loft:to trade, by a ftoppageiof the

-of, rdn chersifervicea.

]zzdzczom ufe:of. credit upon land-property,

:-1by Ats | proprletorq,wwﬂl not: be: very: condi-
| ‘derable ;. the perfons.on the: exchanges’ ‘of
‘London,,Bmﬁol Paris;. Lyons, Amﬁerdam,»

drce who -have fold, or:mortgaged their

| ,.Lmd-ei’tates* to turn merchantsw Wlll be,

found

Dcan— :

{8l

iound 1{ufpet; to be mlghty feW in ntmr-

: ’ber, and tho’ trading: people in ; Britain

are. abundantly liberal of: credlt in: the

way of trade,. becaufe it s every. body s
mteref’c it ﬂwuld be: {'o ;- yet I am. afra1d ,
the fums berrowed on the, ledlt of land—_

: ed-men, ito accomodate frlends and rela—»

tions in trade, are by no means fo exten=
five as thofe frlends and. relatlons Would
wifh., Compare the; fums bouowed by

landed-men to pay their own debts, or to

prepare the way for new debts,. with the

fums. borrowed :by: them - to ferve.. their
frlends in- trade,. and thele W111 be found a

m1ghty dlfproportlon betwixt the, two.—

Again, with, regard to. “the ‘inter eﬁ:s of

trade, as affeéted by a: ﬁoppaore ‘of - the in-
Judzaow ufe of credit. upon land—propel ty 3

~jt.is obvious, her gains are; ‘only: defultory:

and- tranﬁtory ‘For,, \1f ‘a ‘man of a

"L 1000 a; year, buys betwixt L. 20, 000
and L. 30,000 of :the produce of 1nduﬂ‘ry"

in, one year,’ he cannot take of he1 com-

..modmes to. the extent ‘of L. 1000" every

- year. after, A8 he was. formerly accu{’comed

'tQ do. i o _
But is: th1s la{t gam, namely, that ar1—

ﬁng fr m. the dlﬁipamon and ruin of many -

'landed—men, all true- Gam? I am afraid,

| 1t isnot : in a pohucal hght it is not very

i defireable
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deﬁreable that ‘' the ‘rejoicings ‘of fome,
fhould: be- drﬁWnefd ‘amidft the groans of
otliers of their own countrymen.- And
ina commercial hght if the:L. 26,000 or
L: 30 000" wé are fpeaking’ of, has been
fpént in the: confumpmon: of the produce
of home—mduﬁry, the “money has ‘done

- httle ‘more than ﬂnﬁ:cd hands, or, if it
“hag been fpent in the comfumpnon of the

produce of forefgnl induftry, the money

is loft, not only to: fnm who has fpent 1t i
but alfo to the nation.

Thus of the two' gains to trade in open—

‘ing ‘a fource of eredit to meri of entailed
landed eftates, the one  is trlﬁmg in ex-

tent, and the other m&mentary in ura~

twn* and of doubtful benefit, B
So far the balance hangs'on the one,

ﬁde. ‘But look: at the other : the lofles to -

 trade, in laying the: landed-men open to
- the 111du10*ence of their fallies; without
‘any’ rei’trn‘hon ﬁom fettleménts at  law;
~are important; lafting

ry pﬂncrple onh Wlnch fhe Pcands, to wit, -

, and firikeé at the ves

the ‘Tow price of" commochtfy. < T flatter

-myfelf' thefe lofles have been clearly e
nough pomted oit in Chapter' Vth of
‘thef'e papers- the view of ‘thern'is' to be
| feen in the follong 1rreﬁf’cxble coneatena~

‘nation.

181 -
uonw-Famhta,te the tranfition of land-

diffipation 3 for
rty, you accelerate
figff’:ela}r;ded-men “have nothing to. do but

| to fpend, ~and. thelr ideas of fupenonty,,

make cxcefs in expence. even , graceful i ,Lrt
their eyes:. “aceelerate . dlﬁﬁpatlon, You

raife the wages of labeur, the helght of

profits, and . confequemly the price of

commodn:y raife the prige of. commodl-

ty, you :[top exportatmn, aud pu:(h on ltx;:;
portation : do thcfe, and ye, even .

- moft wealthy nataons, ye. rufh mto povm«

xy?fhéfe reﬁemons do not {h*lke ,aga,mﬂ:

the advantages of eredit in trading-men,

There is this folid difference betwmﬁ cle'lcac-1
dit in the hands of a tmdmo-max? ; 9.
in ; thofe Qf a landed—man, that the OIc-hgr
always makes. ufe of it to bec%metmmake
the: other almoft never ufes it, bat to make
himfelf poorer in -the exexuons (; -
latter, the prlce of commodlty is. 1{10f el
rily raifed: . the whole ‘exentions, o
former are to keep it low. for aendead
| occupation ; of a merchant, Is to

- hbour,
vour to fell cheaper than his nfcl? oflﬁsf

“which he caanot do; if the pr

commggh‘cy 1s. thh';j it W eakh,
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Wealth, in ﬁked property of Whatever

k1nd inclines to- “unbridled diflipation’:

lockmw it up by enta1ls, counteracts this
natural inclination +' ent';uls are the only
_contrivance by which the ‘wealth of indi-
-viduals can be fecured, ‘and yet the ﬁamp

of . commodlty in’ forelgn trade receive no
bad" mlpreﬂiom from ‘the "effe®s of that
“wealdly'; ~they “at" once proteél: the old

Wealth and yet do ‘not bar the acqulﬁ-‘ |

tion ‘of new fbrelgn trade, ‘which is ‘the
only trade that adds to ‘the'riches of a na-
t1on, made fortunes before to her Vota-
riessiand, - if the liws do not: encourage

the deﬁ]ltory dlﬂipatlon of ‘them, fhe W1ll

make’ them again to thofe Wl’lO court her
embraces. The only ‘danger'i is, that fome
of "her 'pljefent friends, hke too fond - a

mother, may huit her’ by over-careﬂing
The ffores of- trade, come’ ‘from" herfelf:

- Tyi e, Athens, Cormth Rhodes, Marfellles

Cal thage, &rc. in antient, ‘and Venice, - Ge-
noa, Holland Hamburcrh Dantzxck ‘& i m
modern tlmes, .as I menuoned before, are
eternal monuments ‘that fhe rlfes extends,

- fubf' ﬁs and flourifhes by het own ‘refotir-
~ces,’ ‘independent of  the " trlﬁlhc" help 6f

Lhe credlt of landed-men. Wherever
there is ceconomy, 1ndt1ﬂry, and well con-

certed

‘lln Scotland
s ftopt in’ EnOIand* ‘but” does England

[ 85 ]
certed, and well directed enterprlze, 1he
ftands on her own foundatmn, and needs

not fuch: feeble and artlﬁcml props. | On-

one half of 1t ‘at’ lealt

cry out on account of’ this deﬁmency, ‘that
the hands of tradé are tied up and drfa—
bled! No, {he feorns it. -

" 'The reafon why trade fubﬁ{’cs upon her;

own- “eredit, 1ndependent ‘of the affiftance
of Ik anded-credit, is’ obv1ous When I lend
to'a landéd-man, I lend upon the faith of
his land, ’Wthll ‘being vifible, I meafure,

by the: Value of it, theextent of the credit
which I‘give. “But" the credit of ‘a tra-
ding-man ‘ftands’ on ‘a different ‘bafis:
when he borre ows, the-object of the lend—'
er’s fecurlty, is.not, {o much the effeés of

‘the borrower, as ‘thé confidence which the

lender has in his prob1ty, and 1ntelhgence

' 111 trade: - he knows the credit will not be

ufed but for mercantile ufes; ‘and he fup-

pofés,- that, from the ufe of that money,

“the perfon; to whom' he gives ‘the credit,

may be enabled to pay hlm, and remain

Wlth

- Thele is l1kew1fe gieqt pxoportlon of perfonal credlt
ﬁopped in' England, by means of trut-fettlements- oF pelfoml

-+ eftates : a'thing {earcely known in Scotland

-~ o
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w1t11 proﬁt beﬁdes to himfelf. : But, as the

funds of a merchant are mwﬁble, his cre-
dit is fubje& to no certain limitation.: itis

ot uncommon to’fee a. beginner in trade

 with L. 1000 or lefs in his pocket, get cre-.

dit in afew years for~~ 120,000 OF 30,000+
Hence, as long as trade continues ; bene-
ficial to traders, . there 'is -no danger of
their wanting Cl‘Pdlt :..as. faﬁ -as -fhe ex-

tends . with™ prudence, credlt Wlll ex;tend
with her, let her firidesbe ever fo: Wide. B,

I, Thofe who argue againft entails
fay,.; < That the time may come,, when
¢¢ too much of the property of the king-

<. dom,. being already - locked wup, the

‘.;‘,p;pel miflion to entail more -of it, would
““ 'be no longer any advantage to the na-

¢« tion, and only a cruelty to private men

. who might wifh to purchafe lands, but
““ couldnet be able’ to find them.”” . |

. When that time comes, and not tlll 1
then, the law fhould lend its aid, mther to

diminifh the extent of -entails, then fubﬁﬁs-

ing, -or at leaft to- prevent. entailing for the

future. When it does come, we may .ver

Ty Well ﬁlppoffe, that pofterity 3 7v111 take
‘that care of itfelf then, which we are ta-
- king of ourfelves now.

 The fame legifla-

twe power ‘Wthh gave its f'm&lon te en-

taxls :

tails at one perlod may w1thdraw it from
them at another." Gt T
“But I do not intagine’ that permd VVln
arrive for many hundreds of years*. Al
the” the' whole land-rent of “Scotland,

which anrounts toa nnlhon and the Whole\

Iandwrent of England which amounts to

twenty millions, were entailed, it would
be‘a great miftake to ‘fuppofe that the va-

hie of all the land of England and of
Scotland Was  entailed.

the land 'of England, and the rents of
Scotland are: o:ﬂy a’ fourth of the ‘annual
value or produce of the lands of Scotland
The remaining two-thirds in the one par
of the kxngdom, and three~fourths in the

7

* Peopbe are: furptized, that {o confiderable a' proportlon as

arﬁfth of the land-property of Scotland fhould have been en- )

tailed in fo fhort a fpace as about r4oyears. This deferves to

be accounted for: There have been two fpecies of entails in Scot-
land ; thofe before the reign of Charles 1. and thofe ﬁnce._ The
- firft -contained’ prohibitory claufes ;- ‘in the laft, claufes irritant
and refolutivé were inventeds- When it was ob(erved that the.
invention of thefe laft claufes gavc a fecunty to enfails, which
‘the prohibitory claufes formerly in‘ufe did not give, many peoplc :
‘threw their fettlements, by the former form, into the latter. 'So -

that many , of the preﬂant entaxlo are only renewals of more an-
tlent ones.i [y

* 'The entailed lands of Scotland are poﬁ’eﬁ'cd by about 300 pro- :

prletors. ;

“The Iand—rent; ,
and the ‘value of thée land are very differ-
_ent things: the rents of England are only

a third'of the annual value or produce of

other, |



perty in Whoever had them ;
as the rent, that'is the remaining third, or |
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other even: of’ thofe lands that are entalled
are under no entall
ed up, nor attached excluﬁvely to the per-

tons of individuals; on the contrary they.
~ pals to whatever perfon 1s 'willing . to. paya

certain_yearly retribution for the _enjoy-
ment of them: and- if the leafes: of them
were conver ted into feus, or grants of alic-

nation, with the refervation of juft-rents ;

they. would be a free and unlimited pro-
Juﬁ as much

the remamlng fourth .of the yearly value

‘or produce, is a. property in him. Who "
draws that third. or fourth.
When we {ay, that one-ﬁfth of the value.of

In th1s v1ew,

the land of Scotland entalled we

thould fay, that one-ﬁfth of the land—rent“

: of Scotland is. entalled but. that little -
,"more than one-twentleth of the real value
‘of the land.is hmlted in that manner ;
and!ififeus, with-the common - powerq of

property, were’ generally allowed upon én-

‘tailed ef’cates, this- language would: be in-
telligiblé ¢ éven to, 1nfants. o
Ateesfarms-in England r'entals and feus in
Scotland, ‘and the tenor, by which one-half
of the" lands ‘of Frange ‘and’*Flanders is

pofTeﬂecl are 111;{tances of' rents 1ffu111g out

.r'..a\ « i ,,.,...u. OF

They are not lock— -

Copyholds and |
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of lands to one fet of men, When the pof-% \

feflion and property of them is in another,
and ‘where* feparate and mdependent e-

Atates {belong to both.An entail, as I,,
faid in the firft page of thefe papers; is
| only al fecurlty that ‘a rent fhall iffue out

of land’ for the fupport of ‘a’ famlly e is’
perfe&ly compatlble with this, that' the

.poffelﬁon ‘and’ even. the- property of the |
,‘land itfelf - »may be in other: people. SRR oS

Now, if eftates of this laft kind, that-is,

by fee—farm, feu, or deed of" ahenatlon, Wlth '
refervation of’ proper ‘rents, were to be-

come’ frequent in the: klncdom, people
would ‘find - land! enough “to  purchafe,

.,~though all the prefent land—rent of Britain

was entaﬂed I money, trade and 1nduf

'jtry laft, ‘there is no 1mpoﬁib1hty that land

may afford,  of natural produce, in Eng-
land,. annually one-thlrd and, in Scotland

*annually ‘one-fourth more than it does at,
prefent ; which, making allowances for the
‘additional expence attendlng the addi-

tional production, would very near- double
the free land-rent of the k1ngdom. Upon

. the feparatmn of eﬁates, in the manner I

have mentloned ‘new - eftates would as

agmculture, manufa&ure, and exportauon

‘went forward grow. upon the old ones ;

M e and
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and all thefe new. eftates would aﬁ"ord field
for new purchafers, althe’ all the old land-
vents. had been locked. up. ' Put the cafe
that, all the land-rent of. England as . it
flood in. the time of Henry VIIL.. had been
entailed, and had -continued,. 15 to- this
hour, and that the. ‘other - profits, of the

E land have been entalled 0

ol e d

AR

i« lage fortune upon fortune,. without. -end,

they exalt partlcular families .too much:

.“

.";»" ' ( "

: ¢ that Britain never had. hberty £ill erreat. \

' _‘,‘; farhilies - were Iaid lows .and, that in
“¢ the. rife -of- them hbert‘y W0uld ag‘airr'

L« falL

{ ‘_ ;. ) M)

bt »ﬁon of eht'ul’ino* -but ‘only.to the permif-

and therelore, if the objection was a good
4 one, it mlght be obwated by an, Anrarlan
]dVV, difs 1blmo men to hold eﬁates ab@ve a
. certain exteit. under e‘ntaﬂs. TR TA TIPS B
| - But,. I ‘imag me, fuch reﬁm&mns are
B needlefq 3 When circumftances i in canfes are
o -'11tered - caufes do not. produce the fame
i ‘eﬁe&s as th ey once d’id There is no ‘dan-

I o ger,

land - had paﬁed into other hands, Would»
~ the value of the. preﬁent land-rent.of Eng-

N@_t. the tenth |

IV It is f'ald abamﬁ Cﬂtallq, e That,,[

. as, the tendency of them is toaccumu-

© This is n@t an 'ob_]e(‘hon t@ the permlf &

fion of entaﬂmg too muchiin ene famlly, |

AN

‘*[ 91 i%]

ger, at this time, that the ﬁrength of fa-
m1hes can endanger the. mtereﬁs either. of

‘the Crown, - or of" the people, as it'did in
the reigns of Henry VIl and many of his

| predeceﬁbrs.

In thofe times, land—pw-

pertygave not only wealth, but a pewer
that Wwas ‘dangerous : The Baron had the

~‘d1fpofal ‘of his vaflals in marriage ; he had

the enjoyment of their eﬂ:ates duuno' the

:mmomty of the heirs,, hewas judge Wlthci
in his own territories ; he could comman

‘the attendance of his people in war; he
was invefted Wlth many other powers and

emoluments. But, at prefent, the - firft
‘Duke in the land.is as fubject to the pow-

ers above him- as. the meaneft peafant

~and the only: real dependants he has undel:

: hnn, are a few fervants round Ius pe1fon

- Over his tenants he has no power, but that
.which every ‘creditor has over his debtor ;
and to the reft of ‘mankind who fupport
themfelves by adminiftering to his plea-

“fures, and tmpoven{hmn him, he is an ob-

ject of prey not of terror. The man who
fears another at prefent in' Britain, on ac-

“count of his fuperior  riches, is’ ‘born a |
: ﬂave ‘and. defarves to. contmue to’ be one. ,
: L)

Tt is true,” ‘the unequal dlﬁnbumon -of
| 3 ﬂuence upon
i]and— 1operty, ‘may have -in
‘pohtlgal ele&tons. In England a- lea{'e

. » )
: N
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| fg)réflizf'e;; gives a title to vofe in the elec-
tion of a memberof parliament; and it is
not .difficult to fee, - that: a landlord may
have influence over thofe who hold fuch
leafes. - In Scotland, none vote, but thofe

who are fuppofed to have'a. confiderable

property, and who hold direély of the

crown ;. {o that the extenfion of pr'operi:‘y |

-if entailed, does not indeed _give more

power to the landlord in eleions, . in this

laft country ;. but then, it.diminifhes the
‘number of voters, already too. fiall ; and
thereby makes undue influence more eafy
to whoever has themeansof it. - But there
~are few evils WlthOut a cure, if thofe who
make laws mean to apply it. - The cure
lyes where. an antidote 'to almott all the o-

ther evils complained of in entails, is to

be found. If there were entails for indu-

rance in England, the remedy would  be,

to permit men of enté.iledzv eftates to give j

off in fee farm, or in alienation, with a re-

Aervation of the rent paid -at the time of

the grant. ~'A ﬁlﬁilarf’_‘iﬁemédy‘WoiJ_ld,i_'re-f
move the objection in Scotland. . Grants

- made in the form of an alienation, with

refervation of a ;rent~éhé?rgé, would - in

Scodand ;,in'tiﬂé: : the gr antérs.to-avote in

cletions immediately, if the purchafe was

~of fufficient extent: and tho’ grants hy

. feus

e
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feus to-whatever extent, would not give
fuch immediate title, yet as the Statute 20.

G IL. cap. 50. allows the {uperiors of en-

tailed fuperiorities, to:{ell the fuperiority to

the vaflal under iit, * the feuar would

- have it always'in his power, by a'tranfac-

tion with his fuperior, }to’*hbldl’dife&"ly of

the crown. ~The confequences. of thefe
remedies applied, would be, that the de-
pendence of a great clafs of voters would
fly off in: the one part of the kingdom ;
and'the number of voters would not be

diminifhed, but, on the contrary, increa-

{ed in the other.

-+ People ignorant of the laws and fitua-

tion of things in Scotland, may be apt to

- imagine, that the pratice of feuing, by
_extending vaflalage, would re-eftablifh the
old feudal dependence: butavaflal holding

feu ;or.blz;n‘gh.? of a'ﬁlbje&'kini’.‘Sc_(")tland,: 1s,
 now .that ‘ward-holdings and hereditary

~ jurifdiétions are abolifhed, as independent
of that fubjedt in every réfpedt, as a vaf-

fal holding feu or blanch of the King, is

. independent

o If-prpprietors_'~of,.entailed‘lands,[ were allowed to feu, it

1

ty or rent fhould fill rémain with the original fuperior, and his
" heirs under the entail. A ‘

would be neceflary {o far to’ alter or add to the claufe in the
Statute of . the 2zoth-of ‘G II. cap. 50..as to declare, that not-
-withftanding the fale. of. the fuperiority. to the feuar,. the feu-du-

s
i

B ca e ot

i T

g

e

Sa

TR R P Fe



<

To41

mdependent of the. ng The .-conver-
fion of leafes into feus, 'is the heft way in

- Scotlandto diffufe civil liberzy, by making
‘tenants: independent. of their land-lords;
and it is.alfo.one of the beft ways to dif--

fufe political. lzberz‘y, by paving, the Way to

~ the extenfion of the number of Voters in
| eleé’uons., '

V. Thofe who reafon agam{‘c the eﬂ’e&s

;of the mequﬂny of fortune created by en-
‘tails, draw ar guments . from authorlty

they objedt, ¢ that the equal diftribution

s of land among the citizens, was by all

¢ the politicians and philofophers of anti-

“¢ ent Greece and Rome,: conﬁdered as
¢¢ the firft and moﬂ: falutary of all poht1—

¢ cal laws.”
T acknow]edge that equahty of fortune,

'_‘1n the diftribution :of land, was neceflary
in an antient State
,Atrranaq law, even m en‘calls,' and even
: Atho exceeding high in its rate, could not
“be in the leaﬁ ufeful to a modern one.
There are three capltal differences- be-, '
.twixt antient and modern c1rcumﬁances. o

but I fufpe& ‘that an

The lawer, but the great clafles, in e-

’Very nation, are the hufbandmen and- the
-artzzans

ww{t elaﬁes of’ mankmd, ‘were pe formed »

Now, all the Works of thefe two

E§5 ]

by flaves- among the antients. The al-
mo{’c only employments “of .the freemen,_

_were to attend- to the. polmcal interefts of
~the State at home, and to fight. her battles

in’ war... When an, 1nd1V1dua1 therefor

,mcrea{'ed his. land—property, he: not on]y

did no.good to his fellow citizens; but he

did thern much hu1‘t.-7—~He did .no, crood he
could give no new employment to the, free
by his new wealch, becaufe the free. work-

ed none s he only 1nCreafed the numberk

,of hls flaves who: admlmﬁered to all hlS

wants - art1ﬁ01al and: naturaln —wHe did

‘much hurt for in proportion. as e
’mcrea{ed the number of his flaves,  who
'Were of no ufe- to the State, -

whate-
- they' ml‘ghtf be to, him, he dimi-

~mfhed the number of the citizens:. 1f

one man bought. the portions -of land

of a hundred citizens, he perhaps added a
thoufand flaves to his eftate, but he took
a hundrec’i mtu,ens and {'oldmers from the

An modern times, on the con-

Repubhc. .f

trary, in moft parts of Europe, all the
dower claﬁ‘es of a natmn are - freemen.

From the great. body of 1nduﬁr10us free-

men Jare taken the hufbanqun, the ar-

uzan ,

o Crcefus had 10,000 fl;we2 all cmployed in granfymg t}w\, "

“pleafures of one man.

-
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foldlel of' the State. |

‘beas attenuve tothe interefts of the'lower
clafles of <a’ natxon in- modern, as’ 1t« was-

6

tlzan the f'allor”of the' merchant and the

mdlff'erent to theim in’ ‘antient times; bes
caufe, 1f thefe fail,- 1nd1V1duals muft want

,bread the fomety want. arts,  commerce

want its:chief’ enO'mes, ‘and the State want
defence. - Now, men- oftifmall “fortunes

maiiitain’ them{elves and employ: very few
“others; but - men of: large fortunes main-

tain thoufinds : the former hve by fup*

plying thelr-; natural - ‘wants, . which: are
few; the- Iatter create: ‘artificial ones,

which ‘are many - Small fortunes were of

B confequence to an ancient State, ' becaufe
‘they increafed the number of - c1t12ens,
~that is, of the idle ;

great fortunes’ are of
confequcnce to ‘a modern manufa&urlng
State, becaufe they 1ncreafe the quantity
of employment that is, the numbers of

<A government muft

the bufy. But it is the Wealth ‘which

gives the employment not the. numbers
of hands ~which d1fpenfe it’; . :for. the
wealth of' the mch Wherever lodoed

.vconﬁantly fa]lmo in modern times into

the pockets of the poor ;. and it: ﬁgmﬁes |

nothing to the laft, whether twenty thou-

.'ﬁmd pounds a-year nll amongﬂ: ‘them

ﬁ‘om
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from one’ or.- from twenty hands. : If 1n+

deed” the man, : worth twenty thoufand

pounds, a-yearis. allowed by the Iaws, to

’dlﬁipate ‘betwixt L. 400,000 -and 500,000
ifi two or three. 'years, the. poor muft be -
hurt; becaufe: they cannot fupply his: deﬂﬁ_

mands : for : their: mduﬁry the few -years

that he preﬁes for it, and they lofe his

employment- all the years after. - But if
this defultormefs (if I may be allowed the
expreffion) in-demand,:is *gharded againft’
by. proper laws and pohtles, lnequahty

of fortune can tiever be hurtful to the in-
duftrious:: Twenty plentiful fortuneg;, \WIH

create more-idlenef3;. and not only more
vaﬁ:e in home—eonfumpmon, but alfo-more -

;mlportatlon of, foreign commodities, than
one' great fortune equal “to the twenty
in-one -Hand. : A man of L. 20, 000 a-year,

will: have. perhaps ﬁﬁ;y idle fervants, aboyt

him’; but twerity men! of . Li 1000, aryear
" eagh, -will: ‘have  a hundred candy fifty

among{’c them ;- and . if the former. gets
more expenfive. articles . of - drefs, from

* France,. buys more fine Italian pl&mes

and drinks more delicate: and high; prleed
Wmes, than Lhe latter )
part, will confume more, ‘of: the. lmens of
the Netherlands, ance fu}d Germany,
| N . brmg

hey, on’; their -
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_brmg more mlddhng plé'tures from Hol-
land,; and drink ‘more of the ports of ‘Por-
~ tugal : in fhort, the demand: for the works

of -induftry “will - be : the * fame 'in - both,

’vithouah ‘the~ ob_]e&s of that demand will
- be different.  Both Wlll hurt: the ‘intereft
- of the induftrious, if the' laws 1ndulce |

them'in a defultory expence 5 neither of

~ them 'will hurt 1t, 1f they are hmlted to a
.,reoular 0116. S R T U R B 5 € T S ER R R A
' Fhe fecond dlﬂ'erence betWIXt antlent:
| and modern ‘times is; that in -antient
ot mes, lands alone compofed the Wealth of

private perfons ; and there was no fuch

thing as a- moneyed diftin& from a Janded

ititeveft.  Hence, whoever had a great por-
‘tion' of land—property, ‘had a:fuperiority

over ‘the reft ‘of his fellow cmzens without
any thing - to~ balance it. = But the equal

\ .fdlﬁmbutlon of land-property in modern
‘times; and efpecmlly in Britain, could not
infire equahty among the: citizens ; "be-

caiife” there is 'a ‘great. moneyed 1ntereﬁ

,;‘\VhICh muft always create great. mequal— |
- ity of fortune. - The land«rent of Eng-
:. Lend cis {uppofed to be ‘twenty millions. - |
: "Jom the mtereﬂsepald to'the pubhc credi-
tofs,- and-to private creditors . who .have

=e1ther mortorages upon Jand, or money
*x | , - L S lent

cu:y
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lent out upon perfonal Aecurity, to the
profits made by the merchant upon ‘im-

«. ports, upon exports, and in the courfe of
“interior commerce, computed at ten per

cent. 3 and it will be found, that the reve-
nues of the moneyed  are greater. than

thofe of the landed~men in Bntam.u Or,
“attend to the fituation of 1nd1v1duals, you
‘will find that: the moneyedomen are ge-
‘nerally the moft opulent citizens; and

that people with large rent-rolls in theu
pocketq are often ' in low circumftances,

and at the mercy of  thofe who have not

an acre. I remember fome years ago to

have heard, ‘that there were thirty Com-
moners in England, who could afford to
fpend L. 7000 a-year, and that of thefe

there Were elorhteen who belonged to thev

‘There is yet a thlrd and in my oplmon,
an important difference, in the effects of

" equality of fortune betwixt antient and

modern times. In-antient times, ‘the fine

arts might - flourifh without great inequali-
ty of fortune ; becaufe a man might have
his pamters, fculptors, ‘muficians, and

other artifts in his own family, that 1s, a-

mong his own ﬂaves, without a ruinous ex-

- pence to- hunfelf But the expence of thefe .
| | | ‘ artxﬁ% |
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as they

_Lhefe rulers. of nations,

I8 Ioo‘f]

artifts.is fo high in -modern ‘times, ‘that's no=

thlnov but great 1nequahty of. fortune in-
- Unlefs there

the citizens can fupport it, .
isa rank of men in a nation able to ‘en+
couragé the ‘arts,  without . Tuining thems
{elves, the arts will flourifh .in- no modern
I’cate.p Look at the: fates that have attended
them in modern Europe, and the truth ‘of
this obfervation will be feen :- the {plendor

)

of priefts and plmces in Italy, -the wealth

of" individuals in the. Netherlands the ge-
nerofity of Louis XIV. and, his courtiers,

~and the magnificence of the Englith, have |
~ been the true caufeq of the. eff’ortq towards

a- renewal of the fine arts in different na:
tions, and at different periods.
thefe arts make a new creation upon earth

makes it antlclpate the pleafures of a hlgh-

er ftate, ‘and.ds they reflet fplendor on a

nation, a nation can hardly pay too dear

for them. Pericles, Aufruﬁus Leo X. and

Louis XIV. not only gained the admira.

‘tion and refpect of ﬁrangers to their coun-

trymen, but drew their perfons to fpend
their money among them :. and the laft:of

by glvmcr the tone
to: the reﬁ: of Europe, commanded their

faﬂuons ,‘— -

‘Butas

give a pleafure to. human life that

[ rox ] |

“ fathions ; -and thereby created a’ thoufand
e artlcles of' manufadturé for his fubje&s.,;

~The ‘quality and: value of " the ‘fame

"l»aw is different accordmg to the difference

of circumftances: an' Agraman law, which
might have been ufeful in the timeés of the
Gracchi at' Rome, would be not only ufe—
lefs but: hurtful in: the elghteenth century

~in England P
There ‘are other ObJB&IOﬂS made to en— "

talls more - eaﬁly anfwered. P
VI It is-faid, =4 Entaﬂs 111]ure credi-
¢ tors.” But, for the: fame realon, dow-

ers,: curtefys, Jomtures, truﬁ-fettlements,

annuities, and, in_general, all eftates for

life. fhould be: prohibited by laW for '. |
throuoh all thefe, credltors may be 111-54 '

]ured

in Scotland of recording them in a pu-

blic record, which any one may have in-

fpe&lon of for a fhilling.

Scarce any people have fo l1ttle reafon'l
to complain of their entails i in thlS refpect
as: the .Scots, feeing there is a neceﬁity»

The Vuloar errors about entaﬂs are 111-

numerable
Scotland, by entails, for a century  paft,

- are quite trifling, in comparlfon of the im-
menfe fums loft to them, by truft given to
men

the fums Ioﬂs to credltors in

v e i
e o

AN i e et

e
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men . Whofe eftates have not been entaﬂeda '

Ideas of honour obhge moft heirs to en-
tailed .eftates to pay their predeceflor’s
‘debts. = Befides, people meafure the cre-

dit they glve by the funds of their debtor;
the credit given upon an entailed eftate is
11m1ted ‘but upon an eftate that is noten-

tailed it is unguarded and unlimited. - The
long train of poftponed creditors “(as they

are in Scotland very emphatically -called) .

in every ranking before the Court of Sef-
{ion, affords a lamentable proof, how much
more, cred1tors fuffer from the unentailed,

than from the entailed part of the Iand-= |

- property of their countrymen.

- VIIL. It is {aid, ¢ Entails breed dlfobe-
e dience in children to parents. _ But,
for the fame reafon, all fettlements in
marriage-articles, which: bind up the eftate
to the iflue of the ‘marriage, fhould be
prohlblted by law ; and yet thefc are al-
lowed by the laws of all cultivated nations
in the univerfe. That people is paft re-
dempt1on in Pl‘OﬂlO acy, where the general

- manners are fuch, that the fenfe of duty
"is unavaﬂmg to fupport the moft plealing
~of all dependencles -and where it can be

~ held together no other way than by inte-
reft 'md terror. It is in vain to attempt
' to

‘will not be numeérous. -
_if the: proprietors  continue upon the e-

[Iog]

to recla1m a people by’ art1ﬁc1a1 dependen-

 cles, if it be true; which it feldom i is, that
they are’ in general accuftomed ‘to‘break

thro the more facred.ties of natural ones.

VIII It is faid,

<« very finall eftate:” If it is fo, the law

 might prohibit entaﬂs of finall eﬁates,

without hurtingthole of large ones: - But

“indeed: I {ee no harm to the State from

.In the firft place, they
~In the next:place,

fuch fmall entalls.

{tate, they will foon fall into the: condi-

tion - of happy farmers, inftead ‘of unhap- -

And, cin the laft place,

py Gentlemen :

if ‘they alienate: or feu them off with
~referved rents, - the. care of the land will

fall into hands more. able to cultivate

it ;- and the original proprietor will find
- himfelf nothing the worfe for the referved
" rent, however {fmall.
 cal expeQation, that every individual fhall

It is an idle pohtl-

have his fortune mode],led Ju{’c accordmg

" to hlS Wlfh

IXi It is fa1d e Tt is very barbarous
¢ that younger ch11dren of men of entail-

s ed ‘eftates fhould- be fet into the Worldf

¢ without fortunes.”  But alfo it is very
barbarous, that the laW of primogeniture

<]t is abfurd ‘that a
«¢ man ‘fhould have apower to ‘entail a

fhould L

L
R
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ﬂmuld be; the law almoﬂt -all over; Europc;

the beft tcreneral law.s are . attended . with
partlcula;r evils.

‘them with annuities- f'or life to their. young-
er children; to.a certain extent, as propo-

fed in!the laft chapter-of. thefe papers, the

‘ob‘]e&ﬁon fwould, Afyloffs
U X It faid;) u'I hat entalls ai'e unju{t

€I reﬁ)e& many of- them - exelude fe= .

“ male. m competition with the, male fué:
ceflions??:

“reft  in ithis objeéhen, Whlch I comuch

doubt, it is. eafy to remove the- ‘grievance

by law; without deftroying entails i in other
Yefpedts:’ - In this cafe,- it would: he. necef>

fary 'to:preferve: the.interefls .of male—helrs
now exifting. Mercy tg:one muft not be
ﬂlewn at the expen e of c»ruelty to: another. |

) +V&_¢¢»+e+v
LA TIC MR e 3o A oy
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d- durance yet.her- laws are, W1fe,
¢ an d het Mftate is great.” .

If: men. of entailed e-
{tates were- allowed by law, to;. charge'

. The: laws.: of ‘many:| n:atmns, s
however, « eaclude female. fucceflion- altos
oethe:e::_But if the State has any jnte:

NG LAND (haet'no emads for ven—- -

R _m—

[ 1057
In a man who has ideas of decortun "
and of refpec for the general cuftoms and
“ways of thmkmg of great and w1fe nas

tions, tlns toplc is deheate
fuch ,

fureft way to get their countrymen.- to

‘make  havock - of the laWs of this. part of'

_it, on any branch of polity, is, to pres
ﬁime to fuggeﬁ that the laws of the fouth-

ern contain not all the. advantages of

the laws.of the northern part of the
~ ifland on that branch of polity: The ob=
fervatlon does not, I fhotld think, involve

in it all the decorum and refpe which is |
due ‘to the wifeft and greateft of nationss.
1 fhould rather be apt to fuppofe, -that

thofe who chiefly frame the laws of Bri=
tain, proceed on maﬂly and hberal not omn

childifh and illiberal prlllCIPICS;-T—HO\VeVCI', o

I am extremely fenfible, that nothing ean
be more unproper, than for oné to pro=
pofe 1nnovat10ns upon the laws of another

‘country; at thie very time when he is do-ﬂ

ing all.he can to preferve ﬁ‘om mnovation |

the laws of his owns -

- Were it not for this, T would fay, thm, \
1f entfuls fore,ndm*ance were authoriﬂd

I feel it to be: .'

I have ‘be‘en told by fome Gentlemen;
of the other part. of the kingdom, that the
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by Taw in E'loland 1n{’cead of the prefem
Englifh” entaﬂs which are attended with

{ome drfadvantaoes and of the: prefent En-

' ahfh truﬁ-fetdements thn are’ attended

Wlth any more, the following confe«
iuenees ‘would perhaps follow: = the law-

yers; - from- habit - and profeﬂion, , Would

. complam s fome theorifts and abftra@c men
would join inn the’ complamt ;- ‘moft of" the'
old nohlhty and gentry, and many of the'
neW would reJ01ce in the thoucht ‘that it

| Was putin thelr power to make the dura-

thll of - their 131]]1]168 as. ﬁable, as that of

- a Conﬁu:urlon they fo pftiﬁonately love:

the people ‘would" ftand neuter, becaufe

. the meafure affééts not them - u‘nmedlately 3
and if prejudice’ endeavoured to ftir them -

up to oppofition, ‘they would not under-'
ftand " jts language on matters of abftrac-
tion and dlﬁant confequence.u—In time
the price of lands would rife, and thereby

the: landed—men become richer.—The in-

tere.?c of mosey would fink ; “and thereby
public ' credit be ﬁrenOthened and pri-
vate trading-credit m'lde eafier; the latter

- of which Would enmch the merchant, and
the former prevent the State: from beco-
 1111%10 “‘poor er.——Commerce,, both - 1nland o
‘clnd forelon, Would eXtend when her own

e o {unds |

| Wealthleﬁ but the mo{’c refpe&able o_,.‘

{107‘

funds were not. Wlthdrawn from her own
hands:. to.. the purchafe of land —-—Hon*e-

eonﬁunptwn Would dimlnﬁh 1mp01 tamon
decreafe, exportatlon mcreafe, and-a p1 o-

\v1ﬁonz be made to. fupply the mo*‘t un—-\

| bounded demands of our:. own Colomes. — .

A Wealthy Vlgorous Nob1hty and Geﬂtry

'Would arife, - firm in the;r,_, cond1t10n, ‘the

defence. of. ‘the . nation, the pﬂlars of c}llll
the three parts of the; conﬁltuuon “the

. gentlemany 1deas woul 1 {'pread them{elves_

from . rank. to. rank throucrh the kmcrelom, ,‘
and Br1ta1n would feel herfelf not onl he

Lid
na-

JJ:.. iy

tlons. DR ]
Thefe feparate confequences_ .arew .CQ_H, .

| cluﬁons, from feparate prmaples encea-

tof
voured to be- eﬁabh{‘led in -the courfe’
the foregoing papers.. , If the. pr1nc1p1es,

are found, thefe confequences muﬁ follow:

if the. prmmples are not found, 1 acknow—:
]edge thefe. con{'equences jare but una,on?
tions ; I mean with regard to. hno‘ian
for W1th reg ard to. Scotland they do
_now, and - for a long tlme probably W111 be,
d reahtles. | LT |
Vel%lj:ih are two Well—marked ch[‘" erenees’
betwixt. the c1rcumﬁanees of England 'md

Scodand Which make entalls plO‘}ﬁl‘ ;n.w
: the

b
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the latter even though it was doubtful if

~they are proper in the former of thefe

countries._ The firft is, that in Scotland
thére'is more land "to fell than thére are
purchafers to buy, which i ttot the cafe
in England The - other is, that there is
a great deal lefs trade in Scotland in pro-

pbruoh to Eng]and and -therefore there
. is'a lefs proportion of credit required to

aflift trade than is required in- England,
VVhen the circuinftances of both countries
fhiall cotie to be the fame,  reafotting from
the ﬂate of the one to that of the other
Wlll be falr : b‘ut tlll then it is not, o

) 4*4"?*’1* w%%*&é‘*&«w%&«&‘f‘%*ﬁ%%ﬁ*%* e I*%*F%@’F’?W‘!"?’ﬁ%%%%%% :

‘ CHAP X"’ L
Reﬂzﬁmtwm qf Sc‘oz‘c}) Em‘dzly,

}' N the bedmnmg of the prei‘ent conﬁdeg

‘& rations, a diftinGtion was made betwixt

entails, and. the conditions contained in

~them: Thefe papers fliall therefore corn-

"clude with a fuggeftion of fiich rectifica-  §

' tions in the cond1t10ns of the prefent and

~ future entails of Scotland, as leglﬂatmn
i:may make, W1thout 1nJ11r1ng either indi-

v1duals

not
‘the entailed eftate + -

1 I‘d9 ]

yidualg or the publi¢, ‘and’ as it ouwht to

maké foi‘ the fake of both

1A Condltlon very: cmnmon in Scotch

Cntalls is;” That the tenant in tail fhall
give a4 jointure to his wife out of
the confequence of
which is, that no woman - c@mmonly pro~

"’Vldent will marry {iich’ tenanf intail: he
“muft therefore either marry dlfadVantage-
| ouﬂy‘, Wh;ch COuntera&s the: very view of

the maker of the entaily “or:he wuft not

| ‘marry at-4ll: and then the State fuffers‘
- in the interefts of populauon. In the fame

manner, heirefles are, by many . entails,

debarred from gmng hferents ‘to thelr |

Thefé cond1t101ls fhould be declared

null by law, and all people of entailed e-

{tates {hould be 1mpowered to proV1de thelr

Apoufes in liferents to fuch proportions of
their eftates as legiflation fhall think pro-
- per, and hkew1fe ‘to maké prov1ﬁons for
* the ‘wives of the apparent heirs of entail.
24 The tenant in tail is gener'ﬂly prohi-

bited to let a leafe for a longer term than

a few years, in fome cafes not'more than

‘three: the confequence is, no farmer will
be-

make nnprovements upon fuch leafe
e | - o Caufe
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’ «caufe he cannot faﬂ to fee, that another

will, in a few.years;, reap. the. ‘benefit of

a ,them hence the State, fuffers, in the inte-
i refts of aorlcultme. ol s coarfely but
(SR juftly < Aaid ' by ‘the~ country—people, ‘That a
i condition of this fort in-an enta11 isa pad—
P lock upon the plouch. P

R - Thefe: conditions:- fhould be abohfhed
g and pl‘Ohlblted and _every tenantin: tail

~fhould- be- autllorlfed to. grant leafes: fork |

o fuch term. ‘of endurance, or of lives, as the
i Jegiflature. fhall: thmk expcdmnt.,, - In this
c&fe leafes, for greatlength . of time,. ouoht

to be {ubject to the- nece{ﬁty of recordmo

But then tenants in - tail ought to be

d1fabled to let, for a lono er time than the
_ life. of .the tenant in taﬂ the manﬁon—
) houfes; “and the. grounds round . them
| which have commonly been kept in the

poﬁ'eﬂ"lon of the famﬂy

3
!

‘.. .3. The: tenant in ta11 is difabled tor

SR :make provmons for hlS younger‘chaldren,
. not othm wile prowded for. “Hence thele
“younger . dnldr‘en are. Lhmwn a. burden

o npop {ociety. - SRR A AR PRR T SR
v If. the . leg 11hture; vas to aﬂow men Of
emaded eﬁzates, to. Charoe them W1Lh fo;-’

foUH eat out entaz? . 1a ther efor e, the

_tunes to youno er. Chl]dl en 3 tnefe, in time,

a5 B

[ trr §

proper reouhtmn Would be,~ to enable
fuch men to appoint certain pOI‘thHS of
the rents, for hfe-annmtles to their youn-
0‘61 chlldren ; and thefe annmtles mlght"
be made convertlble, at 'ten years: pur-

chafe, into ‘capitals, at’ the deﬁre, either of
“the heir, or of the younger children ;Vif at

‘the: defire of the heir; it behoved h1m to

pay down ' the- money mf’cantly;- if at the :

defire’of the younger child, it would be

-lneceﬁfu‘y that he fhould be enabled to
‘obtain a fequef’cr'ltlon of a part ‘of the
rents of the eﬁate in order to- reco‘ver hlS |
‘ capltal o | |

I Would hkewﬁ'e be proper, that the '
tenant in’tail, fhould” have a power eo
make {imilar provifions for the younger
‘chﬂdren of the apparent héir of entail. .

- But' one limitation. is’ rnqmred | rehef
is only to be given where relief is’ needed.

In cafes where the tenant-in tail leaves at
his death a’ feparate eftate, fuﬁczent to
- make a prawﬁon for each younger child,
to the extent of a year’s rent, of the en~-
| or v vhere, durmg his lm,, e
| has prowded the younwer child in a for-
tune: equal to a year’s reiit of the entailed

tailed eftate ;

eftate ; it would be: prolaer to ‘debar “him

“i‘OP{I. B

ﬁ“om laymO‘ ‘my addmunal burden upon

the
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.:nufa&urc, may be loft to Scotland ;
{ome entailed lands run up to the Very

~or fuperioy value. .

erz]

he heir of entall on, account of' younger
children:
4. The. tenant in tall is prolubu:ed to

,exchancre grounds-for grounds, of equal
‘Hence, -the moft ad-

vantageous f{ituations for v1llages, for wa-

“ ter—vmachmgs, for’ harbours, for’ plantau—

ons, and various feats of trade and ma-

gates. of our great towns. -~
It would be proper that tenants in taﬂ

{hould be enabled ‘to exchange grounds

left upon h1m.

for grounds, of equal or fupermr value ¢

5. The ténant in taﬂ is proh1b1ted to

fell land, for the payment of that very

debt Wthh the maker of the entail has

trefled for a debt, not contracted by him-~
{elf ; nor has the creditor any immediate
way of making the debt effe@ual, but by

| {elzmg his’ ycarly funds, from a {peciality

in the law of Scotland ‘that the creditor

, '_cannot force a fale of his debitor’ s land-

 nay,

“and, to prevent frauds, this ought to. be
done under the dn‘@&mn of the Coult of
,Seﬁionq 4

‘Hence, he may be difs

k'ef’cate, unlefs he proves ‘the Whole eﬁa e to
- be bankrupt., < .

RIS The tenant in- taﬂ

~the orlglhal mtentmn of the entaﬂ

f. [- 1T 3 : ] ’

In this café; the crechtor ought t to have
the ‘benefit of -an action before ‘the’ Court
cof Sefﬁon, to* force a: fale of-fuch a p'ut ‘of
“the' entalled eﬁate as 1, equlvalent to’ hlS
débt. A"';",'.jjf !,‘u.‘ TR R R I

e moft entails
prohlblted to feu, tho for thé mof’t be-
‘neﬁcml feu-duty ; Of to ahenate, tho’ W1th

 .the re{'ervatlon of the moﬁ: beneﬁmal rent—

> Both prohibltmns “¢ounteract
Whlch
iwa§-the fecurmg ‘an adeqﬁate rent- for the
fupport of a famliy, and which- rent will

Chapge.

- .bé much better fecuréd by a prudent feu-

duty, or reicrved rent-charwe, than 1n any
tother Way TNt T T T RRES Y R S

- Phis s’ the moft 1mportant mucle of a-
‘iny “they are’ ‘bad friends to’ itheir countiy,
‘who heﬁtate a'moment in’ a{kmd from Par-

Ilament, a hberty for 1iien’ of entaﬂed e-

“ftates, to grant feus at the then rent, at the
“time ‘of' the feus “and to’ ahenate, wn:h the
1'eferva1:10n of a rent—charoe equal. to the
‘,then Teént, at- the time-of the ahenatlon.
The interélts of the prefent ‘proprietors. ‘of
‘entailed eftarss; of agncu}mre, and of both
‘¢ivil and pohucal liberty, call equally for
“this” relaxatmu* 1.‘11 the conmtlons of en-

tmls. R e e
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,w1th\the ref'ervatwn of rent, Was granted
the,two. hm]tatloﬁs mentloned An page *:

: and, for the reafons there glven, would, gé
:neceﬂ‘ary to.-be added : to wit, firft, That
each fucceflor, fhould be. enabled to feu or
,_ahenate only a ‘certain., proportion, as. a

f.,thnd,,fourth or. ﬁfth of the eftate in hlS'

turnz and zdly, (That the manﬁon-houfes,

j;’Wlth a certa,m portton -of ;the entalledhe- |

Atates round them fuch as. a, thll‘d or:-a

fourth, {hould never be. fubjeét to be feued |
o, ahenated. (o 10,

the iclaufe in. the Statute 26. |

“F urther '

George II. ehap 505, Whereby the, fubje&—
fuperlor ‘where the fuperiority is entailed,

_is impowered. to fell. the ﬁlperlorlty to the

vaflal under: it,. would require to be fo far
altered, that," ‘in cafe of the ,ahenatlonx of
the iuperlorlty to the vaffal; _the rent or
feu-duty, fhould be declared to be ﬂ:lll re-

ferved to the. orlgmal fupenor, as 1nent10n- |
B ed in page 39 * |

.1 have' heard it obje&ed that as' the

| "vproprietors of the entalled eﬂates Would
;;”Get Iaroe fums, for convertmo then‘ leafes

1nto

B There are, precedénts ‘for ﬁm i srrangoion |
) 11ar arran ements th -
;gte {book of ‘Scotland : by the ad 14 Char%es I pa;ﬂam:nit?
the uperiorities of Kirk-lands eretted, were taken from ‘the ti-

-;tUIa.I'u, and vefted i in the ng ; but the feu-dutxcs were refex ved

to the titulars.

AN
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nte! feus, fuch: converﬁons ‘would: be: de-
feats, to ascertain’ ‘extent, : “of 'the’ enta11,
arid: that -the money -obtained: for the feu

Jurlfdléhon—a&s, vmlght be- repeated "By

in  terms of the entail, or in- clearmg debts

would: oftener be thrown away, in predlga— -
lity: than :laid Jout upon 1mprovements. ,
It thls is i fo much to be: dreaded the pro-

vifions in" thé * ward-holding, and’ the +
_thefe Statutes; the money got for entailed
| fupenormes, vand entaﬂed Jur1fd1€hons,

was dire&ted. to: be laid: out in purchafes,

which' affeéted’ the entaﬂed eftate. And in
order to explfcate and afcertain the {fum

paid. for the feu; it might be enacted, that

the: feu-contra& Ahould bear the true fum
- paid - for-the: feu,” and that any conceal-
‘ment fhould create a forfeiture of the feu’
‘ and money to the feuar. | SEs

ITenaints in: tail, "

upon them:”
the enterprize and induftry’of men -of‘en-
tailed. eftates. ‘But, was this- indulgence
, granted the common objeéhon to entalls,

R R R

‘Are’ not allowed -
- to charge their .eftates, with' debts ‘equiva-
lent to the: 1mprovements they have made
“This is a great check upon

. Statute. 20: George IL. chap, 5o~ i

:;--;t;Statatc 20. George II. chap. 43.
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¥ | | th'at" they ’f’c’vo"p the “"c‘ultivatioii ‘of  thé: Iéndi

¥ 133 3
by:the Jaridlords; would be removed. | dre: very few of ‘thefei-laft; whm would

‘repinetat: fo:: eqmtable and: gomk—namred

~The: danger of . this - mdulgence Wohld

be, ‘that it might give room - for. fraudsin-

| a{'certammg the value of . thé old rent and

of the: new 1mprovements, i But this isnot
Without: ‘remedy: ‘a man- intending: o

‘ make improvements: mlght be; ~1mpowered

to bring a. ‘proof -of his.:rent.-before  the

Court of Seﬂion, as he is allowed to- do:i in
Valumg his tythes ; and when he had made
his improvements; - -he' might ‘be empows
ered -to bring a fecond proof of  the addir
tional tent before the fame:court, : which
~ might thereupon intitle him-to: charge the
eftate, to the value of that improved rent:
In. both: cafes, it would be proper‘ that! the

heirs . of entall fhould be called m the'
afhon.,

s - TRCT N R ¢“p_ ‘_‘ ; .
o

e is. thought by,,fome, ( that the beneﬁt
of chiarging with debt; in proportion to the
1mprovement of the rental-by: money laid
out, fhould be.extended ta tenants;in tail
nowi; hvmg, ‘and who themfelves have

“made:’ 1mprovementq. ‘The public -has ho.
~ intereft on- éither.. ﬁde of th1s arrange-
ment : the tenant in tail has an intereft
for it 5 ‘the heirs of entail have an intereft
agam{’c it @ and yet, -1 am- confident; there

S ir
iy -ﬁ 8 37,
RN X

a-favour;fhewn by:thes pirblicr toumany:

of thel prefent:itenafts initail, inireturnc
for a fp1r1t -of enterprlze,, umx’ hlch“‘the

pubhc issalwdys a ‘gainer:’ P Elat
“he laﬁ cory edtiont thhx.lsi’loudlyz;; "

calledsfow: in; .the Taw:of: entalls, 1s: with;,

regard>to thex ceffeét: given: to the drritant:

and re{'olutlve claufés:’ By thefe:: Aclaufes,
Whmh -enable. theinext: their r1:@.1:211{6: :the?
eftate from the:proprietor;: “upon his: run= .
‘ningin: wlebt and :the attachrent of the:
éreditor,s: ar father::and. a fonx!conmvmg,

| together, may: cheat’ the’ creditors; i .Or

what -is-:worfe, .the fen may»cheat both
them and his father. Ll
-"This, bas an’ ‘outrage cqually upon the
laws of nature, and of juftice, fhould be
wiped from the law-books of a country.
If thefe corretions were made upon the

* conditions of entails,. they might perhaps

fupmfede the 1mag1nary necefﬁty of let-
ting them dle out.

The

% T have heard it propofed, that the proprietor of an entaded‘
eftate fhould be intitled, ander aathority of the Court of Seffion,.
to charge it.with the expences of law-fuits laid out in defending
_it, on this prmc1ple, that, if the perfon is intitled to ch%rge
the eftate who improves it, much more is he intitled to do fo

s e e e Egre

who preferves it.
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nry - own :reafon,

[ rz8: ] \
The: -fuggeftion. of'; lcttmg the : entails: of

Scotland-dieout, is fhid, -whether:truly:or:

not I knzovv,mm, to. have pmceedcd from: -
‘one,:who; [fitting highoiin: the:; law: of
the- fautshernupart« of " the~ kingdom, Is ~e-

- qually mafter of the laWs of the other: ‘part "

of ity which! gave birth:to ‘himifelf, and who

J?ns all the: powers of i imagination; and
o equucnce to: quick:‘acente cpenmetra-

cCould any :

tion, -and to.folid judgment.
human | authomty have :made. me give: up

it would': have. bee
his: “but ‘this.is a comphment ‘which: hI;
would :neithef have :afked,

I have: ‘granted.—Could - the - ar
which have: convin e grmms

taiks die- out 13 1mpr
0per o | ﬂlould
mdeed; ’ be vain

- nory: Would N

ed me, convince him,
that the fcheme of letting :the Scotch en: 3

-to {pend it.

Page zz" lme 16, Torbér tammcre, redd bercw.-imm'e. 5 _.
page 28 in the note, for:Sir Fofeph Cbzld,»rea.d Sir. 70,64& C&Jd, =
page 28, hne 12, for pz‘aducc of zt, read praduce qf 3‘2@.‘ Centot

,page go. hne 8.. for pre/’ent, ead prewente. 2 .
page 9 lme 5 for countrzf; read caantze{ \ »

There is - yet_f another reafon, Why r:hﬁ

;Lﬁ'oh}tmn of 7 entails. - would have a ten-
| dency to raife the intereft:of - IMONEY-

There are two cla{fes of borrowers ; thofe
who borrow ‘with an intengion to turn the,
money to account and thofe who borrow
The former are the mer-
chants, the latter are the fpendthrlfte, and
the chief of this laft clafs are the Gentle-

' men or the landed-men, who, from their

habits of pleafure, and ideas of fupenomty,‘
are, in 'all nations,
When thefe two claffes of men appear (if

1 may be pardoned the figure) at the mo- | #
ney-market, the merchants can give no
more for money than what the profits of
their trade can bear ; but the Gentlemen §

or landed~men ‘who Want it to mpply their |}

R plemﬁlres, .

prone to expence. |




"pleaﬁlres, take it at whatever price they
“can get ity and thergefo ore. thefe laft, by
f]theu' h1gh offel S5
betweeu th

dlﬂvurb the proportion
e ate .of .intereft. and.. profits,
“the “effecof - entaﬂs 18,

B ~todr ,Vefrom the mon“y—market thofe who

are moft apt to raife it "wheén that is dbne, "
the intereft of ‘money falls to its own' na-

o ftura,l level. Whereas, if . entails are -dif-
,jfolved tho{'e who- quit the money—market
- owith relu@cance, will: agaijit crowd ‘into it ;
afd thatinftant thie 111tereft of money rlfes

above 1ts natu*ral level’ cmnod
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