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Right Hon. Earl Spencer, K.G.

MY LORD,

I HAVE for a gleat part of my hfe been m,
'the habit of ﬁudymg poh’ucal economy as a
iecteatgon, 1n thofe hvouvrs which I could fpare
from the duties of rriy ftation. Thoﬁ"&h. thefe
kdutles have but httle relatlon to thls fubjett,
they have been fuch as to enab]e me to con-
’verfe Wlth and derive mformatlon, not only from »
"thofe who are eminent for thexr rank’ and learn-
ing, but for the1r pra@ucal knowledoe - What
was beforé a matter of taﬁe and’ amufement,
now becomes a matter of duty ; for, the pre{'ent
fcarcu:y and high price of prov1ﬁons is a fabjeét
B ~ upon
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upon  which, from. its peculiar nature, it is

of the utmoft importance that not only the

members of = government,

dual, fhould form correét opinions. As errors

among the govemed as well as the Wovernmg,*

~ are here of the moft fLI‘lOUS and dan gerous con-

fequence, every good man mu{’c feel it ‘incum-

. bent on hxm, to endeavour not only to forin his

own opinion upon the moft folid grounds, but,

to the béft of his ablhty, to Iend hiS aﬁ]ﬁance

~

to others in domor fo. | .

As What I have to commumeate Would dea

rive no we1gh’c from mv name, it is of ‘o confe-=

quence that it thould. be known : but, knowing

the deep intereft your Lordﬂup takes in this

queftion, I court the fanftion of your mame, in

Af.hus addreﬁing you, -and fubmit the following

lnqulry to. you, not only asa member of the

l ]eglﬂature, as one of. his Ma)eﬁys hereditary

,counfellors, and one of lns minifters, preﬁdlng
over.a great department of the ftate Wlth the

moﬁ eminent ablhty, zeal, and fuccefs, but alfo

as one who, by his mdependence, hlS prwatd

“yirtues,

but every indivi- -

e i — e B

(3

: vxrtues, and various talenls, has conciliated the
'conﬁdence, refpea and affe@uon of the -hation,

"and Who 1s acknowledged to be a promoter

and a Judge of Whatever is beneﬁmal to an

‘01ety

I

of the prefent dlﬁxefs, much hght may be de-

Tived frqm the exPeﬁnence of pa{’c times. It ap-
~*1'3eafs;' from Vhiﬁdry”",‘ that th‘eré has been no
' famlne in this Lounhy for more than three hun-
dred and ﬁfty years ; though, in- that time, there
-have b‘e‘en frequent 1nﬁances of diftrefs, from-

fcarmty ‘and dealt‘l Famlnes were frequent

not on]y before the Norrnan conqueﬁ durmg |

the Saxon’ and Dam{h dy na{hes, but’ ﬁnee that

wra, t1ll near the end of the Plantagenet race

of kmgs. Durmg this latte1 period, though the

-recmds of the tlmes are very 1mperfe& in moft
‘other points, they are tolerab]) fatisfaltory with
regard to this; for, it Was the cu{’com of the

: annahﬁs of thofe days to mark the weather

ﬁom year to year: and 1t appea1s that famines
never oacmled except after bad feafons. Tt is,
‘ B2

howevel s

In mquu‘ln(f into the caufes and remedles
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would fometimes have only been cafes of extra-
ordinary dearth, had it not been for impolitic
1nﬁ1tut10ns and regulatlons. The laws plohxblt-
mg the tranfportatmn of corn from one part of

the country to another, muft certainly have con-

tributed to aggravate the evil; and there is one

mﬁmce of a regulation to fix the pnce of -pro-

vifions, in the year 1314, to which fome hifte-

‘rians attribute the famine of the followmg year.

However this ‘may be, it may be conﬁdered as
an hiftorical fa&, that fammes never occurred 1

thefe ages, -but aftex bad feafons.. How httle

they depend on pubhc convulﬁons may be in- .

ferred from hence, that- they were “unknown

during the great poutlcal ftruggles, fuch.as the

~civil Wars of York- and - Lan( aﬁer,nnd thofe

of the kln« and parliament. The laft, famine
 in EnOIand was in the year. 1488 in the time
of Henry VL.; but it Was before the dlfaﬁrou%

eml Wars of that relgn. R

\

As there is no 1eafon to prefume that the

eourfe of nature, for the laft two hundred 'mci,

ﬁf ty

P DR PR

|
|
-howevm, plobable, that what. were fammes l

ﬁfty years, has been. dlfferent from Wh'1t 1t was’
‘befme that penod fome knowledge, of the utmoft
importance to the pomts m .queftion, may-be de-

rived from i mqun ing into the circumitances Whlch; '

‘rendered thofe ages fo liable to thefe fevere ca-~-

1am1t1e.s, partxcularly the ' 14th centulv, W}nch

' was. remarkable both for famme and pe{hlence___-

all over Europe.

The low ftate of agmculture.—-Thls Was_ |

owing mnot - only to the backwardnefs of thefe

ages in every branch of _mduﬁry, but to the

mean and_degr‘édiﬁg ﬁate in which the hbourei‘s;‘

. in agriculture were held in confequence of the,

prevalence of feudal and ‘military'ideas. It ap-’ |
pears that, in the 13th and 14th Cenu,mes, corn-
fold for more than three times ‘as much as the

{ame Weicrht of butchers'meat. Tt is juft the re-

-verfe i in our tlmes The reafon of this no doubt

IS, that paﬂ:ura@e reqmrmov little exertlon of ta~

* The hiﬁoxiéal fdcfh, mentioned in this_letter, are  taken,
chiefly from Hume’s or. Henrys Hiftories of Lngland, and '

Dr. Sm1th s T»f‘VeaIth of Natxons

A

lents .,
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lents or labour, is the favourite purf{iit of rude

tlmes ; whereas; acrnculture, requmn ‘great dilis

trence ‘and fkill, ﬂoun{hes moﬁ n ages of cwﬂxza«

'txon and mduﬂ.ry

- We may 1nfer from thlS, that the propmtmn of

Cotn to ammal food was miich lefs in thefe ages
‘than in our times. The quantuy of’ grain ufed
for food ‘mut then however have been very con

ﬁderable otherwife the deﬁmency of i it would not

have occafioned famme, and it is a matter of fe-

' r.ious'feﬂe&i'en,"thet a like deﬁcieney‘n‘ow, would

be fiill more fatal, as we depend fo much miore

on the produlions of agriculture: a confidera«

tion - which fhould add to our babnxiet'y and

' v1g11ance, Wl‘ih refrard to the means  of pre-e

ventlon° ~
2. A more fcanty produ&mn‘, in pmpor'uoﬁ

to'- the number and neceﬂltzes of- the con-

* fumers, owing to the mor‘e ﬁmpl_e manners of

the times.—Before the introdu@ion of re-
ﬁnement and luxuly there was 1o induce-

ment to produce more than What was nece{Tary

4 e foz‘

- (.7
for mere ,fuﬁ‘en:ance. The quantxty of grain et
ployed in later times, in brewnw di ftxlhnor feedQ
ing of horfes, and other articles of unneeeffaiy
confumption, becomes a fort-of d.lfpofeable fur-
plus, fo that in times of {carcity g great part of it
may be turned into the cnfmnels of neceﬂity It
is evxdent then, however paradomea] it may at_‘

firft Ilght appear, that Jluxury, or What by fome'

‘may be called Waﬁe, is one of the refourecs

againft famine. ‘In fa&, Wha’glean,befo dreadful
as, that in years of cdmmon plenty there thould |
be produced Juft enough ‘and no more, than

‘what will fuffice. for the necefﬁtleq of nature.
there this is ﬁrléﬂy the cafe, every bad feafon

muft be produ&we of famine, excluﬁve of foreign
lmportatlon » The unneceﬁalye‘{pendlture inyears |
of plenty may therefore be confidered as a per—: |
petual public granary, far more permanent and »
lefs precarious than any-that could be made in
ftorehoufes, where grain is apt to decay; and
which requxre the conﬁant vigilance of the ma-

giftrate to 1epl_em{h._ However expedient: _and .

'eommendable, therefore, it may be in times-of

{fcarcity to make retrenchments in articles of Jux-
| ury,

~
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-m‘y, it would be ‘highly unpohtlc and danoelouc

to make fuch 1etrenchments perpetual

3 v Thé want of “internal and foreign’ coms

\merce —It appears, from the records of the E
tlmes, that thére was no method of eq_uallzmg 7

the’ confumptlon of d1ﬁ"erent feafons, for,'in the’
fame " year, the puces of corn, at different times,
would vary not a ‘third or a fourth, not three or

four timesy:. but eight or nine times, as will ap-

pear by mfpe&mor the tables that have been con-

ﬁm&ed of the annual prlces * of Wheat from’ the

year 1‘70 tlll the year 1764 Tt appeals from

“they fame tables ‘that the plenty of one year
Te was nct called in-ajd of the' fcarmty of ‘another,
fora W1de dlgerence bétween years 1mmedlately

-precedmg or fuceeedmg eaeh ‘other is obferved

conftantly occurring. It equally appears, that the
wants.” and dlﬁrefs of one - part of the ‘country

~Wwere not relieved by the greater plenty that pre—.

vailed in adjoining dli’m&:s

ihe Chronicle of Dunﬁable, a doeumen‘z fres

% Seo Smith Onjﬂie _Wc,alt.h, of Nations.

- o ~ quently

llt 13 mentloned 111 |

(o)
guently qu‘oted’ b’y“»hiﬁdrians,- that while wheat

* fold at Dunﬁable, for a erdwn the quarter, it

was " {old at Northampton fot eight fhillings:

There were; in thofe days; many unavoidable.

‘obftackes: to free int‘ercourfe, fuch as ,tl)e:Want'

of hmn—roads, canals, and pofls: Blit"'c'llefe

o difficulties- mwht have been furmounted had it

tion of corn’ from one county to another

_anbthet;

“height.

 not been for a laW‘ prohibiting the tranfporta-»

‘That
fuch a law did exift,: appears,by a regulatxon
eftablithed  in 1_440,-.Whe\reby;-eommdiﬁiopers of -
‘the cuﬁems 4W‘e‘1"e' authorifed to grant licences
for the carrying of cdlj_n_ from one county to
Laﬁly, tlier‘e'Was no" corn . imported
from. foreign countnes in thofe ages.; But what

completed the anmhxlatlon of commerce, was,
that the popular. odmm, and the feventy of the
laws agam{’c foreﬂallers, were then at their

Authors ﬁlgmatxze ‘them bv every op‘

probrious epithet which language can furmfh

the penalties infliCted by law, were, fotfeiture

of ‘goods. and’ chattels, p1llory, 1mpr1fonment

- banifhment; and, m the reign of Edward III.

o the pumfhment was made deai/z, by a ftatute

€ o thch
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which howe\rer, wass repealed in the fame veign:
"This reign, though held fo ‘glorious abroad, from

the fplendld v18’corxes in France, appears to have

V-‘been one of the moft calamltous at hotne ; both
| famine and peﬁﬂence hav_mg raged Wlth the -

: utmoi’c feventy

no rehef to be demved- in cafe of fcar01ty, from

one feafon to another, from one year 10 another,

‘from one county to aniother, nor from ‘one country

to another, we -may fafely ‘afcribe, “to want of

commerce, the Greateﬁ fhare in producmg the
of all ‘the caufes ‘that

famines ‘of thofe - tlmes,
have been enumerated except bad feafons

\

What then, are the changes’ Wthh have taken

‘place fince the middle -of the I5th century,

‘which have‘ever {ince that. time prevented fear-
city ﬁom amountmo to famlne ?—The ‘more im-
mediate caufes feem to have been the freedom
‘of mtemal commerce, Wthh began to take place
in 1440 ‘two years after the :laft famine’; and
impottation from forelgn countues,whlch we: for

3 B | the

R

the firft time hear of in h1ﬁ01 v a few years after-

walds. boon after thlS, commerce and civiliza-

tion began to make rapid adyances, undel the .
vPrinces of the houfe of Tudor, and have con-.
‘hnued to ﬁourlfh and e‘itend them{elves, -ever .

‘ﬁnce, fo as to brlng this count1y into its. prefent

ftate of unequalled plofpemty and gra11denr.-—
The improvements in agriculture, and its be-

commg more honourable, orrether with the n-

troduéhon of potatoes, ‘have been addmonal

'refom ces, in fill Iater tlmes -——And it 1s certamly

none of the leaft advaniages concomltant upon

:Wealth and indufiry, that they have been inftru-

mental n preventlnv fuch grlevous calam1’c1es as

fammes “For, hovvever deplorable the evﬂs of

| the prefent day may “be, how far fhort are they

' of the calam1t1es of thofe penods, in which a

year hke the laﬁ; Would have been produ@clve

‘of famme, and perhaps of its ufual Concomltam‘

peihlence' the ftate of focxety and manners

fbemo* then fuch that the quannty of food, prov-

b.duced and lmported bore a lefs prop01tlon to

the populatlon than 1t does in our days and

"_ﬂle pre)uchces of the age. bemcr fueh, _as not to
‘ c2 dHO\V"
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~been fo fcanty, nor for badly got in,
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(1)
allow mtddle-men to appor'non and equalize the

confumptxon of different feafons, as 1s fo happlly

gxemphﬁed,m our timesy

Havmg premxfed this much Wlth re gard topaft .

times, let Uo now mqun‘e into’ the caufes of the

prefent fcaraty and hlgh pnce of prov1ﬁons

The f’ummer and autumn of - the year 1799

was colder and more ramv than any in the me-

mory of man, and crops have never, in our ’ume,

mous deficiency of 6ne-third of an average crop
b‘1s the leaft which- -any intelligent calculator has
afl: rrned and many made it much gréater. That
‘was certainly one of thofe feafons, which, in the
14th century, Would have been followed by a fa‘ B
~miue; and how has this been prevented but by

thofe operatxons of commerce whereby the con-

‘ fumptlon of the feveral feafons of the year, and
of the various diftrifts of the country, are duly
| equahzed and ¢ e;npen*fated ? " Had the produ&
~of:-laft year’s crop been brought to market, in the .

quantities and at the prices of a year of plenty,

.whe

R

The enor-

(13 )
who does not fee that there muft have been no»
thmg to brmg to the fummer markets Gould-
this economy have been eﬂ'e&ed by any - other
means than an advanced puee, the neceflary
confequence of thhhold,mg ﬁom the confump-
tion of one feafon what is requifite for the fupply
of another? Had there not been men who ac-
cumulated and referved thefe fupphes, and con= |
veyed them to where they were moft Wanted we
muft have’ gone without bread in the manths of

- June and J uly laft.

1tis thought by many, that it would be a moﬁj
fortunate cxrcumftance for the country, if the farm-

ers and grazxers were all to fell their crops and

cattle nnmedlately at market W1thout the inter~
" Let us fee what |
If the farmer
is a poor man, he muft be under the neceﬁity:

vention' of a. middle-man.’

would be the eonfeQuenCe of this.

of felling for what he can get, in order to pay |

his rent, the prices would be at or- nea‘.r thofe ‘of

- plentiful years, the market would be in danger

of being glutted, and the comimodity ‘would be
expended and confumed beyond the proport’on-
‘ | . due
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~On the other hand, thofe feW fatmels who may '

(1+)
due to the other months of the. year, juft as hapa

pened in what may be called the ages of famine,

happen to be poﬁ'eﬂ'ed of fome. capltal and who
could afford to referve part of their ftock for the

fprmcr and fummer months muft have a much ‘

larger profit than a dealer, in or de1 to defray their
eXpenfes, and mdemmfy them for the1r lofs of

~ time in bringing fo {mall a quantlty to market

| AAdd to this the ofreat cmelty of compelhng a

farmer or grazier, whether rich or poor, to refort

to a diftant market, at a great expenfe and lofs of

time, to the negle& and detriment of" his do-

" meftic concerns, Wthh it is of the utmoft confe=

quence to the pubhc as well as himfelf, that he

~ fhould attend to Wlth unremlttmg Iaboul and

undlﬁufbed vigilance and attentlon

It is’ ev1-=

 denty therefore, that it is on]y by means of a

middle-man, poflefled of a capital, that this ad-

‘mirable fyftem of public economy can be car-

ried into eﬁ'e& There is . in this cafe a fortu-

nate or rather: provmentlal c01nc1dence of pu«

vate intereft with pubhc utility, accomphﬂnng
pmpofes which 1t lS not in the power of hum'm"_‘
- Wlfdom

“line between thefe defcuptlons of people.

. {( 15 )
%ﬁfdom’ to bring about by the moft elaborate
This merchant, middle-
man, or 'fore'ﬁalleig as he is ’fometim‘e“s nick-

fyﬁé‘m of regulation,

named, is. he who Iays up and referves for the
day of- Want which awaits us at the end of the

I'eafon, what Would have been' heedlefsly fquan-
dered in the begmmng of it,

Is a merchant, mlddleman, and foreﬁaﬂer,'
then the fameP : ‘ ‘

Let us ”’-fee | Whether it 'iS'p‘oﬁihle to draw a°
Sup-
pofe a dealer in cattle goes ﬁfty miles from the

‘metropohs ‘to purchafe *hem, and thele meets

a grazier who has - brought his cattle fifty miles
iarthe»r, and has got fo far on his road, but is
‘d‘eﬁro‘uézdf 'aiprﬁhO‘ of them, in order that he
may return home to mind his affairs ; is it con-‘
‘ceivable that any preJudlce can arife to focxety,
from the dealer purchaﬁng thefe cattle, any more
than from hlS purchafing thofe of the grazxers on
tthe’ fpot ?‘ ‘

'?qually*fO,-’to make the Iilie purchafes at one-half,

‘Now, if thls is fair and legal,‘ls it not

or
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“and foreﬁallmg begins? -

(16 )
or two-thlrds, or any part of the wayto town H
If itis not where 1is it that fair dealmg ends,
Is it at No1t‘hamptonj
or Dunﬁable ; at Uxbndge, or Knloht{brldee?

| Will it be malntained; that the owner of cattle »
‘will part ‘with them at Kmo*ht{brxdge upon any

othe1 prmmple than he ‘would upon his ewn
farm, or on any part of the road, namely, the

favmcr hlmfelf time and eXpenfe - If th1s were

not the cafe, why does he not 8o on to the

market and get the fame pnce as the dealer
to whom he fold them? ™ It may be faxd the

' dealer may over—reach the ﬁmple countrymana
He is, fulely, lefs likely to do {o near the -
market, than ﬁfty rmles off, whete he“ has much _‘

~lefs opportumty of belng 1nformed of the ftate

of the market. -  But, allowmg that the country-
man has been over-reached once,’ ‘would he, or

hlS newhbours Who witnefled it, fuffer themfelves :
to be fo impofed. ‘upon a fecond time 2 This ane

' fwer will ap,ply to all other cafes.

~

I ‘beg leave here to dlgrefs a ‘moment, in |

erder to enunuate fome pnncxples thch I al-
fume

ik A o ot P S

{11)
fume in tlus reafomng, and that thch is 10
folIoW. - o ‘

s

Flrﬁ-—-—That felf-prefervahon and felf 1ntereﬁ'

| are the prmcxpal 1ncent1ves to the bulk of man-

kmd m thelr labours and thelr dealmgs. B

Secondiy—That ien will, in general; take

the” imoft obv1ous and effe&ual mesdns of com-
,paﬂlng thefe felﬁﬂl obje@cs
individual; from 1mbec1llty or capnce, atts con<

If i par’ucular

trary to h1§ obvxous and fa1r intereft; th1s is tos

be conﬁdered as an excep‘uon, fuch as occurs in
all moral propoﬁtlons, and hke other excepnons,
proves and, 1lluﬁ;‘a(te'\s_igthe genera_l_ rule. :

4{41 ' piveg by 2

Th1rdly-=-That it IS the part cf q Wlfe and

,equltable government fo prote€l mien . to thef

utmoft; in thofe purfiits which have felf—prefer-=

vation and {élf-intereft. for their, objeé’c i fo far
as they do not, . by; vielence; fratid; or, mjuface,

mfrmge the rxghts of others. ,

. o § . .
SN : H P e ’

-5 Unlefa




( 18) - SR | ( 10 )
Unlefs each individual wete to make himfelf '

| , : fore, ‘toi eall f'orthw the various faculties and.
and his family the principal objeft of his care; E aculties and

talents {ubfervient to the wants of foc1ety, not’

~our foecies cculd neither be fuftained'no‘r con-
only the proteé‘uon of perfons, and the fecurlty

tinued. The whole-energy of produ&lve labour,
conﬁrtutmtr 1nduf’£ry, depends on this- prmcrple.

The very ¢ exrﬁence of the life, of the whole com-

of property, feem neceff'uy ‘but the fmoft perfeét.
freedom in auﬂnentlng, improving, and dj /jz)q/mb l

of it, within the limits already mentioned. It °

munity depends on the 1abours of the ploua‘h- v
‘ is this, if I mlﬁake not, which conﬂrtutes the

man and the Weaver but. he muﬁ be very igno-
deareﬁ part of civil liberty, from which (accord-

rant of human nature, who ﬂlO\ﬂd afcnbe any mg to Tome of the beft Judges) Fote than from |

other motrve to them than their own mamte-a

our pohtlcal hberty 1s denved that envrable-

nance 3 01, Who fhould conﬁder it as an mmuta- : N
ftate of profperxty and happmefs, ‘wherein the' 4|

- tion on then morahty, that O'eneral benevolence SRR
ftate of thlS country ftands fo emlnently contrafted i

eonftrtutes no part of thelr mducement in the

with the tyrann d falfe poli
exerCIfe ofthelr tOll,and. ‘ﬂ?lll-*_ln\ Oldera.th9r¢~; yran V and falfe po ICY Prevalhng in

moft other nations of the World EERER . : f%

Iy
"3?}
i

% In order to illufirate this farther, I fhall borrow the words

o8

TRy

s

of an elegant and profound writer. L

. o Men are tempted to Iabour, and to pra&xce Iucratwe arts, '

Fourthly—-nThat commerce is rendered equr«

R

table to the partres, and beneﬁcxal to focrety, by

by motwec. of mtercﬁ Secure to the workman the f'rmtq of '
Kis' Iabour, gwe him the profpe&s of mdependencc and free-"
dom, the pubhc has found a faithful minifter in the acqmﬁtmn
of wealth, and 2 faithful fleward in’ hoardmg Wwhat he has

gained. " The ﬂatefman, in tlus, cah. do little more thar; avoid:

the feller endeavourmg to get’ as much’ as he

P

Ty

can for hlS commodity, and “the buyer gwmg as

,

httle as’ he can, Whlle the former is compelled

 doing mifchict” ‘ to part with his commodlty, and the Iatter in-
|  Fer orﬁms E_ﬂ‘ag/ on the H /’ory Qf szl Soc{e!j,
p. 111 Sett. 4, :

S

,duced to accept it, by a fecond contentlon Whlch

y TR

fore - ta,kes place between the dealers, who endeavour
X9 . N

.J- ' - pe : . to
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to gain-a preference at market by under-felhng
gach other.- By this double ftruggle, equity and
reafon is mamtamed in the comrnerc1al World,

Jut’c as the frame of the natural “World is upheld

jn-its exiftence -and order by the compound

“attion of- countera&mcr forces; and it is nearly as

prefumptuous in man fo . meddle with the one

k' as Wrth the other From thefe contendmg prm«

crp]es, therefore, there -arifes - an mtermedrate
refult, which is, upon the Wholez the ‘moft {alus
tary to foc1ety

The mference, from the Whole of thefe prina

crples, is, that the advantages to be derived tq

mankind, from labour and commerce, are {0 be

attamed only by fecurity and competztzon Tor

the farther 1lluﬁratron of them, I mufi refer to
the Juﬁly celebrated work of Dr. Adam Smith,

on the Wealth of Natlonsr‘ From the l1ttle

.‘eﬁ‘e& that this Work has. produced one is
“tempted to thmk that it has anfwered little

‘other purpofe than that of an elegant amufe«
_ment to men of learmng and 1e1fure, and not
' that

(‘«’1)

that . of the moft valuable praéhcal inftruétion

that can he met Wlth in. any human campo-

- fition,

To retum. The prejudlce concerved agam{tr

thefe middle-men depends on a fallacy which it

~is not difficult to eXplam A hafty conﬁdera.— _
tion of the fubjeét | leads moft peopie to imagine
“that, in thefe tranfa&rons, there is an.-accumu-
, lated proﬁt at the expenfe of the confumer.
They conceive that the grower parts with his -

eommodrty to the mlddle-man on the fame terms
he would to the confumer Thls is not the cafe.
Tt cannot be the cafe He lets the middle-man

have hlS corn or cattle for lefs Lhan he hxmfelf

~would take at the Vm‘atket,’ and which, of reafon

“and ‘-‘nece{ﬁt‘j\‘f,‘/h_e muft and ought to have, had

he been at the'a’d\d_it_ional expehfe, of time and

- money, in proceeding to the market. Nay, itg is
_plain, that the middle-man, upon the enlarged

fcale on which he deals, can afford to take fmallef
proﬁts on each tranfa@uon than the grower could,

upon fo fmall a quantrty of the commodxty

&
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“As I cannot do fo much Jufhce to thls fubje&

as Dr. Srmth T'have tran{cnbed, in 2 note, twq

paﬂ'ageq from his work *

Bui;-

Y

% <« The lntereft of the 1nland dealer, and that of the grea& o
body of the people, hovv oppoﬁte foever they mdy at ﬁlﬂ ﬁght ’

appear, are, even in years of the gr emteﬂ: fcarcxty, e*(a&ly the

« fame.” It is his intereft to raife the prxce of his corn as lugh
as the real fcarelty of the feafon requzres, and it can never be

~ his mtezcﬁ: to raife it higher. By raifing the pnce, he difcou=
‘rages the conlumptlon} and puts every body, more or lefs, but .

partxcularly the mferlol ranks of people, upon thrlft and cro'zd '

mana&ement
confumption fo much, that the fi upply of the feafon is lxkely to
go beyond the confumptxon of the feafor, and to laft for fome

time after the next crop begme to come in, he runs the hazard

:uot only of loﬁng a confiderable part of his corn by natural o

caufes, but of bemp' obhged ta fell ‘what remams of 1t far

much lefs than what he mxght have had for lt feveral month*s

before,” If' by not rarﬁng the price hwh enohgh he dlfc0u~ ‘

rages'the confumpt:on fo llttle, that the 1t upply of the feafon is
likely to fall fhort of the confumptron of* the feafon, he not

only:lofes a part of the profit which he might otherwife have
~had but he expofes the people ta fuﬂ'er, before the end of the

feafon, mﬁead of the hardﬂnps of a deal th, the dreadful hox:~

rors of a famme.‘ It is the intereft of the people that thur :

(lally weekly and monthly, confumptlonJ fhould be propor-

tioned

If by raxfng it too high, he dlfcourages the

;mann €r.

(23 )

But it is alleged ‘that . when, artlcles, ~confti-

tutmg ‘the neceﬁ"arxcs of hfe, ‘et‘l_ntothehz}nds ’

tioned as. exa&ly as poﬂible to the fupply. of the feafon. - The

.mtereﬁ of the com—dealer is the fame. By fupplymg them, ‘

a8 nearly as -he- can Judge, in t}m proportlon, he is likely to
fell all his com for the higheft pnce, and with the gxeate{t
prof' it 3 ancl lns knowledge of the ﬁate of the crop, and of lns
dazly, weeldy, and monthly, fales, enable hlm to Judge thh
more or. lefs accuracy how far they. really are fupphed in this

Vthhout mtendmg the mtereﬁ of the people, he is

‘neceffanly led by a regard to lns own. mterefl to treat them,
‘even in years of fcaruty, mauch in the fame manner-as the
pruder't maﬁer of a veffel is fometimes obho'ed to tleat his -

crew., . When he forefees that provxﬁons are hkely to run

fnort he puts them upon fhort 1llowanoe. Though, from ex-
(‘efs of cautwn, he {hould fometxmes do this, w1thout an}r real
neceﬁity, yet all the i mconvemences which his crew can there;
b_y fuﬁ"er, are. mconﬁderable, in compaaifon of' the danger,
mlfery, and rum, to whzeh they might fometzme«q be expofed

b_y a lefs prowdent condu& Thoucrh from excefs of avauce,

" dn the fame manner, the mland corn-merc hant thould fom etimes

:axfe the pnce of' his (:orn fomewhat higher than the fearcity of
the feafon reqmre% yet all the i mLonvemences which the peo»
ple can fuﬁ'er ﬁ'om thls condu& wluch eff'eé‘m'llly fecurea them

from a f'mmme in the end of the fea{'on, are mconﬁdemble in

cem_gaufon Qf what they msght ha'ye been eu:pofed to by a more -
lsber al

LY

e

e
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. *merchant hxmfelf is moﬁ hkely to fuﬂ“er from tlus exeefs of

: excrtes auamﬁ lum,

agam bfoon after in the fame-market', fo as to.h_ t the people.

. theref’ore nm{’c foon rife. If uhe Judges wrong m thxs, and if

‘ ihe fock which he employs in this manner, but a part of the

\

o
of - great dealels, Who are frnaller in’ number, J
they are enabled thereby to combine, fo as.to 1
Vet command

hberal way of dealmg in the begmnmg of it. The corn-

;‘J.vl

avance,’ "not ‘only o

“the “lndrgnzitron i‘hlch 1t generally

thc next feafon heppens to prove favourable, e muft always
k SENE R 1 { ORI ts )

fell for a much lower pnce than he mlght otherwrfe hav“ had ”
sztk on z‘he Wealik qf Natzons, V II p. 106, lﬂ: edlt.

SN

ik

o urh o j“;'\' Rhi
It xs fuppofed that’ there is a. certam Prrce at, whlch corh 1s

. h; o,

ll ely 16 be foreﬁalled that 1s bought up, n “olrd_er to he fold .

T AaL

But 1F a merchant everhbuys up corn erther gomg, to a par~

{1,r.,

hcular market, or m a partrcular market, m order;to fell it

ot

agam in the -fame merket Alt“muﬁ be becaufe he Judges that
the market cannot be fo hberally fupplled through the whole
,feafon, s upon that partlcular IOCcaﬁon, and that the pnce

ERTIMA o ER R

the prlce does not rrfe, he not only lofes the Whole proﬁt of

fock itfelf,” by the Tofs and expenfes whlch neceﬁ'arrly attend

N command the market
5 of a. monopoly

\\\\ "He hurts hxmfelf' there«

1{> S -

fbre, much ‘ore- eﬂ'entrally than 7he can hurt even the pare

e’ ﬁormv and Reepmg the corn.

ticular

’

(25 )

ST

and produce all the eﬁ'eé‘ts

oy

£ o

', _mcular people whom he may hmder f'rom fupplymg ihemfelves
;,/upon that’ partrcular market-day, becaufe they may. aftex.
- wards fupply themfel\res _juft as cheap upon any other msrket- :

day. - I he Judges rwht mﬂead of hurtmg the great body of

the people, he renders hem a moﬁ 1mportant fervree. By*

mang" them' feel the mconvemences of a dearth- fomewhat
eatliér than they otherw1fe mxght do, he prevents theu:
.sfeelmg them af'terwards fo feverely as they certamly wouId

»d«‘,. 1f thé cheapnefs of prxce encouraged them to cons
\fume faﬁer than fuxted the real fcarcrty of the fealoh.._-

When the fcarcxty is real; the beﬁ thmg that can be done for
the people is to divide the inconveniences of it as equally as
poffible through all the drﬁ'erent months, and weeks, and daysa
of the year, The intereft of the corn-merchant makes ‘him

Atudy to do this as exa&ly as. he can;. and as no other perfon

can have erther the fame intereft, or the fame knowledge, or
the fame abrlmes to do 1t fo exaétly as he can, this ‘moft i im=

portant operatron of' commerce ought to be truﬁed entuely to

.hrm or,, m other words, the corn-trade, fo fal at leaﬂ: as cofn=

‘cerns the fupply of the home market ought to be left perfe&ly

free. £

¢

0

- 'The popular fear of iepg‘rofﬁng and foreftalling may be come.
pared to the popular terrors and fufprcxom of witchcraft.  The

LR ; unfortunate

R Icrave

L’\
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Ifcrave here the clof%ﬁ attentlon wlnlé b dete@:

" this moﬁ dangelous and fpecmus fallacy sand, if

T can do Jufhce in words to thofe grournds uporr
swhich my own’ conv16hon is founded, I am’con-
fident I fhall carry the: hke convréhon to the mind

of every tag of o‘rdmary‘ underﬁaﬁ({mg;'whé’

‘dwel’hno lnrnfelf of paﬂ‘ion “and prejudlce,, _‘W;ll ;

P

af&ma@ve ﬁde of , qlue{hon.: Itr

szf’ortun'ttq wretcl)es accufed of thts lat” r crlme, were 1ot

fi ore. mnocent of tlxe nnsfbrtunm mnputed to them, than thofe

'who have been accufed of the f’ormer. “Fhe v which put anend
‘toallprofecutions: agamﬁ w;tchcraf’t,wh ich put 1t outof: any man’s |

power to-gratify bis own malice, by accuﬁng hxs neighbour of N

‘that imaginary, erinre; feems eﬁ'eé’*ually to- have piit aix end to
thofe fears.and, fupﬂrﬁxtxom .'by takmo away the great caufe

mhxch encouraged and fupported ihem The Taw. wluch

would re{lore entlre ﬁeedom fo- tlxe mland trade of corny

would f,srobal)ly prove as eﬁ’eé’tual{ fo put an i to the popu=

lar fears“ef engroﬁ' ngand'l’oreflallmg AR
v T &mﬂwW&althqf Natzons, I"bl 11, p 118. Iﬁ edztt »

fore;.

Iaw and reafon, the onus proband‘ ,lles: on the _'

{27« )

' ’fmc, fo. begm, by, callmg for. the, progfs of. t'hefe

eombmat;ons and monopolles. o I haveonever

heaxd any. adduced When proo $ have. beerz :
mlled fory we. fhave heard yothmg but a repe-

nuon of.the affertlon. kWhen the, advocates of it

are prel’fed on, thls' vpot‘ %gﬁe are teld{, tha; thoucrh |

there may beﬁno exprefs g:qvenant between the
dealers and producers of com, cattle, or butter,

~there js a v1rtual or facit one lmphcd in-the -

common mtereﬁ whlch bmds them torrether.

_ But as thls remark (1f theré be: any’ force m lt) will

-y

apply 0 ¢ \'e y' f‘branch of trade Whatever, there
coul<l be n0‘i

.fuch thmg as falr‘*“trade in the

’WOI‘ld commerce 1tfelf Would only be anothar‘

17 {»”4

tlcle could any vwhere be T red it a _]u{’c’ and

e T TE L
s AE AT I

i
}u d

in th1s pel)%ﬂthat :aet‘thery‘ are neceﬂ'ary £6 1ife,

o am CHEN

’z;he confume “\has o, optgon, ﬁjs in many 'vcth}er,

g
b

i
)

‘When they are preﬁed ﬁxll fa1 ther,\ they alle ge
| *{hat provxﬁons dnffer fror(n [} her artlcles of trade,

s v N terms.
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- monopo]}%than corn, One Gaufé of thlS 1s, that

(28)

"_terms. But 1f there wete: any truth in th1s ob<
ferva’uon, fomety would be more or ]efs expofed
'to thxs injury at all’ tlmes. The fime capxtaly

could purchafe a large quantlty at a lower’ rate,

‘as a fmaller quantlty at a; hlgh Yate, fo that it

would be in the power of mlddle-men, at-all

'tn’nes, to deal out prowﬁons at an’ exorbltant

I

~ % EN <

I there “\;iveks' any. ‘Wéigh”t{lin this argumeht‘it-
) Would alfo ‘hold with regard ‘to other’ art1cles of |
| neceﬁity, for provxﬁons are not the only art1cles
"neceﬁary to. lifd, Ralment is as neceﬁary as
: food ‘but ‘the fcarcuy and high price of cloth has
, never, that I knoW of; been Vlewed as‘a matter of
“public grievance ;nor havé manufaéturers and mer-
~ chants ever-been- the objeéts of the clamour andA
‘odlum with whlch farmerseand corn-dealers have |
‘beer: perfe"uted though thlS artlcle, from the

matinerin ‘which'it is produced and the Timited
? number‘ef thofe’ Who deal intit, 1s mﬁmtely more'
n,kely to become the obJeé’t of combmatlon and’

.....

Sy ’
73 i
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. hty, as com is- from bad feafons. 3 Another cau{'e
o W1ll be aﬁigned hereafter.

- There is the Tike »b,l;incg?iﬁfatgaﬁoqi in all the -

i'jo;iﬁlar" notions: upon this-fubjet: 1 How -ab-

furd, for: 1nﬁance, isstheridea, that i times
of fcarcxty artlcles of food are, de{’troyed
":'Wlth a view to enhance the pnce of What Te-
fmams. We are told that the Dutch, in conﬁ,-
: ;quence of fometimes WldeJy mlf’takmmnm thelr
‘Lalculatxons of the quantlty of fpiges wanted
for- the  markets. of Europe, by reafon of| the
}remotenefs of _their fettlements, \and ﬁndmg,
’fon thelr arrlval that they ‘have; imported
:*‘:much ‘more than; they ‘want,: throw 2, ﬂarge pro-
POI‘thIl of them into the:féa.. I am- Mot-compe- -
tent to dec1de,upon< the:truth of-this; but, Lmight
fafelyadmit that it is not incredible-that this opera-
"_.tiort of eommeICefmay?be pra&ifedrupon a-{uper-
d’bundant artlcle of: quury, the, fpontaneous ‘pro-
’ '-‘duéhoneoffthofer diftantipoffelions  fiom-whence -
it is brought +But 4 e - Welewtold that wwhen
~'the Dutch deftroy thelr fpices.it is. not when they
“are fuperabundant ‘but. when;, the) are; moft: -
fearce, who Would beheve thxs ? I hlS, however,

is
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15 ;s, moftnfavounte dogma of faxth, with regard
to corn and it is. Wlth 3 mixture of plty ancl dif~
guit that we fometimes; hear thofe who palfs for
men of educat,lon not aﬂlamed to. confefs their

"behef in- 1t; c Iﬁaany man an. hls fenfes could

be found atﬂo*zce {o: chked and foohfh as 1o

't-\;would ce;tamly be.done n years

RS

praéhce thl

A

rof the greateﬁ abundance. But

ﬁder that it Js nat.in times  of - O\ZGI’ﬂOWIHO‘

o

p]enty, but in thofe of fcarc1ty and dlﬁrefs that_

T "}3 "'\).i

it is. faid. o,be }done

3
et et it

that it is not m an artlcle of

quury but .2 neceflary, (of llfe thatﬁlt is. not a.

{pontaneous produCtlon of the earth, v but the

moﬁ precious frutt oF human toﬂ, mfamty itfelf -

- could not. bewcullty of fuch an .attion; and the-

behef of Lt,_ls' as. dxfgracefui to. human reafon as.
that,:of‘zz}ny of the dogmas pf the moft ggovelmg

Py

book ar‘d fcems to have been the Worthy fuc-»"

¢ /
Syt TS =, ”1‘() “‘

* The ﬁatute of EowardVI o
3 Sl o c.e_ﬁ”or

When We con-

ter into i confpiracy agamﬁ the confumers

(s )

ceffor® of “that article "of - faith. *Tican’ as éafily -
beliove' that bread i§°beef; &8 that bread of ‘beef

of a Who}efome quahty cafy’ it tirhes of - puﬂa’hd

| dlﬂrrefs, be deﬁz‘oyed by any*hmﬁa‘n ‘beinig, Tfoit
d'Vaf icious ends “orithat the wholé body of frinie 1
€15,y razxe1 s, andf‘dealex s, inthe kmgdmn C'm eﬁ«

’

: . " N
B L .

In the earfy ﬁacres of (:ommerce it was. con»

fined 16 a few hands., Any one Who poﬁ'effed a
modelate Cpital, Wlth gemus to avaxl hlmfclf of
it, foon” outftmpped hlS poor and 1cnorant ne1ghn
béurs: In e 15th century ‘there’ alofe iy Eu-
Tope tHe" famﬂy of a* merchant Whlch, by fué-
Cefsf'ul ‘commierce attamed to’ the dlgmty and i xm«
portance of ‘that of ‘& foVermon prince, fo as i
the fucceeding century to give tWo Pontiffs to
Rome, and twe Queens to - France, Th thid
16th and 17th centuriés there were much richer

jmerchants ‘in England than it this' moment 3

"though con"ihie'rce';xs How mctéafed al hundred;

fold.” Though there "are nowua-days tnoufands
who “attaih competency, ‘hund¥éds who attam

opulence, none by mere commerce attam«

v

‘princely |

i

I

i

10

£

{
i

o
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prmcely fmtunes ‘as formerly Wha’c:merehaiiﬁ-
‘can now. compale Ain Wealth with Sir Thomas
Grefham, founder of the Royal, Exchange, or
M. Sutton, the. founder of. the Charter-houfe ?.
It was inthofe ages that the, founders of
i’everal of the: moft - Jlluﬁnous famlhes Jin
Enoland vaulred thelr opulence by.. com~.
" merce, and the ﬁtuatmn of ﬁlﬁ' mavlﬁrate
of London, was then not an. uncommon road
to the peerage.*’v In thofe tlmes combmatxons :
~and monopohes muﬁ have been much more
vkpra&mable ; but though we hear of monopohes. |
of various kmds, to the. detnment of fociety, we -
never. heard that. the $reat articles: of neceﬂ“ltyh
“were the obje&s of them. How much more im-
~'po{ﬁb1e muft this be in. our daySf when cap1tal is
fo diffufed, When every thing is kept to.its juft -
‘and falutary level, by a fyﬁem of falr and equxc :

table competition?

x I need make no apology to the noble f'amlhes of Ofborne
Gower, Cape] Waldegrave, and Craven, for rankmg them -

.....
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Letany one refleét fora moment, tba’r in‘order’

- to eftabhfh acombmatlon Wlth regard to the ne-;‘

but all the growers mft-concur in- f‘ormmg @con~
fpnacy acramf’c the public; mutuaﬂy pledomg their

ceffaries’ of life, not only all the. merchants, fac-,

tors, Jobbexs, and middle- -mhen; of all defcuptxons

falth ~that. none of them will underfell another;

~and then let him a{k himfelf;: if' He ¢ can believe

- tom; Gratuitons: aﬂ'ertaons arewas’boundlefdas the:

| mative propoﬁtlons auﬁnd‘out of the poﬁlble coms
. He, thercfore,” wha
fhould

‘this. -« It is- confidered 45 neéxtito’ lmpoﬁible, that
a confplraCy againft- the f’cate of ten"or twelve in-

dwzduals can reniain long a fecret
it then that: amoncrefo many thoufand farmexs,

grazlers, and dea}ers mone have everyet peached 2

The! only dlﬂiculty Hn refutmo fuchran affertmn TR
the: dlfhculty of: fmdmg adequate Words o exprefs .

y

I;

its’ abfurdlty‘ 3 ‘muft refert again to- m‘y firft ar<

gument; thatinétthe ¢aft ‘proof ‘has everibeen -
blOutht«ln-f. {fupport of the exiftence of {ich: ‘ot~ -
bmatlons and monopohc,s, {o that. to attempt: to. 3

prove anegative would be ﬁahtmg VVlth a. pham-

Wﬁd nnaérmanpn ’of"manpdnd endlefs as the afﬁ

blnations ~of - lantruvre.

\ H: 'L ‘ . ) Fl

° "
P 72

(N =i

HOVV comes ~

"~s$~

A

;
;

L S N e

R T

i

AT




(34)

fhould engage fo prove that umverfal combi-

* nation and monopoly, . with regard to the ne-
ceflaries of life, do not exift, or ;that thefe necefs

{aties are 70t. deﬁroyed“thi'dugh avarice, during

dearths and’ famines, would be undertakmg the

fame fort of tafk as any one would who {hould
undertake to prove the negatxve of the dream of
an enthufiaft or lunatic. Tt is 1mpoiﬁble any
longer to treat the fubje& fenouﬂy

- We hear' &aily; from me’n bjf no ineans deficient
in good fenfe, -that one of the prmmpal caufes of
the prefent hlgh pnces is the’ quanuty of capital -

" inthe country, and the facility of obtaining |
~-money by credit, whereby dealers are ‘enabled to

fpeculate ‘and keep corn out of the market,
But it will not be alleged that men, however

rich, or however much at a lofs to employ their

- money, will engage in any trade but with a view

to gain by it. Now it is: ev1dent that if 'they'
‘keep up the articlé beyond a certain pomt they
;nufc lofe, and if it is ihort of that pomt thefe

 capitalifis are the benefa&ors and faviours of the

eommumty, by feedmg the . maﬂ’ets, and* re-
1 o ;fervm@

(850)
,rfefi%i=ng fuch a ftock; as under the'influence of
fecurity -of "property, and the check of compe-

tition;. will exaltly ferve to -b_car‘ry ais round ‘the .

- year, and on terms.?proportioned to the total

quantim “of. provifions, provided their fpecula-
“{ions have been made upon fouﬁ"digrouﬁds.ﬂﬂ -

poﬁible the cafe laft: year, for that there is no furs
‘plus of laft yeat’s crop, nor bf theunexampled.
."'ifnportati'é'ds ‘that- were *r'xia‘cie‘, is proved by its.

' bemg neceﬁ‘ary prematurely to threfh out part of |
thé erop which has juft been githered in; for the

‘daily' fipply of the ‘market: - This is fufficient

‘anfwer to. thofe - who mam’tamed t‘ha’f ‘corn was

: 'unneceﬂ'auly kept" up, “nd; after what his been |
{aid, it would be an infult to the méafieft under-

ftanding to ufe any words to difprove that it

has béen hoarded or ’tii‘rowﬁ”i’nt“d‘ the river.:: The

e "fa& appeats cledrly to be, that the crop “of Taft
year, together with what was Impmted has been
“with gt‘eat economy barely equal to the neceffities

, ~os‘c" the country ‘and had the dealers in corn been

F2 ‘ o ‘_f‘o‘-.
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{o blind to their own intereft as to have hoarded
.a ‘month’s. fuopiy, over and above’ what was

- wanted, after the oratheung in- of the ‘new crop,

how -much' lefs anevil: Would ‘this have been
~ .than-to have fold off the Whole flock a month
before the arrival ‘of the new fupply; in other

words, to have created a famine, which, 1 repeat
1, would have been the infallible confequence of

,brmwmg theicorn to: market at  the: bevmmnfr of

: Ought we not’ in this, as-in other. mﬁances, to
' adore the wifdom- and goodnefs of, Divine Provi-

_dence, which, by the fpontaneous and ureﬁﬁablc,
;though filent co-operation of natural and moral
caufes, -accomplifhes, the moft falutary ends, in

- Apite. of the vain efforts and ofﬁcmus interference

~ -of:human policy? ..

The want of a; Aful.plus eﬂ"entzaily dxﬁmvm{hﬂs

“ ?‘hls year from former. years, and goes far to-
Wal’do explammcr the continuation of the hxgh.
- prices, : more: cfpemally when itis taken into ac-

csunt that the prefent crop is conﬁdcrably belowr

Soam

“the; feafon; - at the. price- of.'a. plentxful year.

(31 )

an awiezafre one,*,‘ and that: the potatoes, which

haw, for many years, beén fuch an. -uncommon
re{ource, have’ greatly failed this year, -from. the
foﬂowmg natural caufe. The laft fummer. was
the hotteft. and drieft of any upon record ‘no tain
having fallen- from the 4th of. June, il the
15th of Aucuﬁ ‘and the heat was unc‘campled,

This forced the notatcbs 1ap1d1y to matunty,v

'Wlthout their attammg then‘ ufual ﬁze, and when
the rains came, in Auvuﬁ in place of growing

“Jarger, they germmmed} which has greatly. fpoﬂed

then' quahty It is ev;.dent from" this, that the
utmoft economy will be necd’"arys in order to
caxry i1s round the year. ’

L

- The laft ar gument I ﬂxall ufe in proof of the

reahty of the {carcityis the immente i importation.

.Flomthe nccefﬁty of nnportadon, for many years

* The mops upon the c]ay grourxd:., wluch mal ea ldrge
proportmn of the whole, have failed, in confequence of the

earth bemcr baked, as it were, by the Iong ‘and exceffive heat

‘ Whi{:h fucceeded the wet weather in’ May. - The corn,’ '11{'0} V
_ thch was ﬁandmg after the 19th of Auguft, when the rains -

ca.me on, was generally fpoiled, gre“t part of it having grown
as it. ﬂ'ood
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paﬁ it 1s evxdent that the produ&lon 8 this
country hds not in that time been equal to its
wants. ~ The annual average 1mportatxon for

yeals, on- account of the devaﬂatxon of the‘ !
Hefﬁan fly, . R R ' oy

The fcarct , Q af d b h |
twents y years precedmg the prefent, was 160, 000 ity, occafione y the bad feafon

; i Ltft year, ‘being eftablifhed as the m'un caufe: : i

quarters; for the laft teh years; 400,000 ; but of the high price of . et

1} of provifions, le - )

ﬁom the firlt of September, 1799, to the mlddle P P ? us BEYt in ;
of Gé’tober, 1800, the 1mportatlon has- been be-»

tween 11 and 1 200 000 quarters.

. qulre whether there are not fubordmate and b

{econdary caufes of it. Several of thefe ‘have .

been urged Wlth plauﬁbxhty, and plobably Wlﬂlv

: . v fome trut,h o o N : t \‘
‘Whﬂe thrs ftatement proves the gene1a1 de= _ B . .. ¥

;‘ ST

ﬁcrent ftate of our agticulture, : for a fenes of_‘

et

, lﬁ' The de reuatxon of money.— he
years, it carries 1rreﬁﬂ1b1e conv1€t10n, if any P ey T s fame

‘denommatlons of coin will not h lf f;
proof were :[hII Wantlng, of the unequalled de~ not go half fo far,

ficiency of laft year efpec1ally when it is alfo
confidered that this ,corn was attrated h1ther,
notwﬁhﬁ:andmg its being high priced, and hard
ta be procured abroad for, the crops were

fcanty laft year, in the countries bordermg on

in purchafhg the articles of living, as they did

~ forty years ago; and the queﬁlon is, whether the

wages of the labourer have kept pace W]th this. |

It is well lfnown that wages have. been r-reatly

,ralfed within the{e few yearo, as well as the pay

g '

of the army and navy. VVhether this has Lept |

the Baltic ; and the, Kmor of Pruffia, at one tlme, ». !
3 exalt pace with thedeplematron of money, isa o

I Voot

prohrblted the exportatlon of corn frorn hlS do-
mlnlons, and, thoucrh there Was a better crop
in Amertca than there had been for fome years; -
it has been deficient there for the laﬁ feven -
A years,

“very difficult and delicate queftion ; but it would

- be lughly impolitic, at any time, to raife wages

" by law ; and it would be both: impolitic mdb
ypregfonab}e to do ,ng in a cafe of cafual and

temporary

e —




temporary diftrefs,” fuch as the prefent, as- the
whole plan of pubhc economy and fafety Would

thereby be deranued and they could never '1ga1n

be reduced R E

le /, Tbe mcreafed confumptlon, m eonfe-

quence of - t‘le War -——-—Tbls is'a pomt Whlch ad« -

mits. of pretty accurate folutmn by calculation.

The number of land forces employed is’ under

‘?OO OOO but we {hall take them at that Theo

number of feamen and marmes, voted byxpar-

llament is 120,000. “The prifoners of war have,
at tunes been above 30 OOO though now under’
Now, the ‘two firft claffes Would '

that number

be confummg prov1ﬁons, ‘whetever they were;.

and- prov;,ﬁons of thlo country 3 whereas & con-

" fiderable number, on’ foreiorn fervice, are ma1n~‘

tamed from the produ@non of otner countr1es,
not to mentton the dtmlnutlon of confumets by
the fword and deadly chmates Yt s, nevertbe-

lefs, true, tbat foldiers and’ fallors confume more

provlﬁons, parttcularly animal food than t‘ne)r '
Would in the fituation of peafants: ot artifans..

Tet .us : glve- an’ ample,. allowance, and fay,tnat '

A . our

ouf 330, 000 foldlers, fallors, and prifoners of

war, confume dt)uble the quantity they. otherwife

would do

The ‘population " of “the" three king

doms, accordmg to the lateft and be{t eftimates, -
15 between tWeIVe and th1rteen m1lhons ThlS

mCreafed confumptmn, ~therefore, is not qulte ‘
~ Now, what ~

: one-thtrty—ﬁxth part of the whole
thould we fay to the mafter of a famlly who

fhould allege, that he has wherevvlthal amply to

4

mamtam thlrty—ﬁx perfons, but that if -a fingle

one’ Were added it Would be produatve of the
greate(’t dtﬁrefs to the whole ? - Is*there a man;

defervmg the’ ndme of 4 Brtton, who can enterm \
tain: fo mean . an " oplmon of ‘the " fpirit” and res
fources of his country, orwho can employ fo pltl,m ‘

fal an argument, to cramp the national ‘exertions

neceﬁary for pubhc defence I

It has been attempted to- conne& the war

with the fearcity; in other’ refpe&s It can

hardly be quelhoned that loans and mcreafed
taxes;’ by multlplymg the circulating. meditun;
‘have a tendency to depreciate money; and theres

by unfettle, for a time, the due ratio between.

G \ wagesv
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But, as thig
- has no influence in. checking produétive indufiry

: Wages and the pnce of prov1ﬁons

(the ‘true ‘and ionly ;;ctiterion, and conflituent of
national »p‘rofpéﬂty)‘ it 'f'can‘ hardly be called an
evﬂ and eonﬁdered gsa cnmmatmn of mxmf
. ters,f it is at once. {o thallow and captlous, as to
defe venoanfw*erh TOFER:
e Séﬂy;"A'?fricuIturé ‘ot keeping pace with po-
pu]atqon and manufaétures. Dr. Goldfmith has
Been heard:to, cenfefs, that- hlS Deferted Village
‘was ~merely:a; poetlcal fition 5 and Dr. Price’s
fatements -and reafonings, in -proof of the ‘de-
ereafe. of"popiﬂatien in England, have bee’r'l-kcom
(pletely refuted. Londcm, Liverpool, Manchef«
ter, Blrmmgham, Hull and other;towns; afford
fufficient proof of the, great, increafe of _popula-
. tion, from trade and manufa&ures, in the courfe
: @f thxs century.; while there is ne proof of any
decreafe of it in v1lfages But if. avrrculture,
. Wwhich mdy be called the manufaéture of corn,

had advanced par, paglic with other -manufacs,

“tures, t‘here ought to be éfeﬁﬁble increafe .of
populatlon in the v1llages alfo.. Thls does not

e

- qppeat

{ 48 ) |
appeat to be the cafe nor has there been an

xtenﬁon of agriculture;’ proportxoned to.-the

 profperity ~.of : the .country in. other - refpe&s.

Though th1s, therefore, ishere reckoned among
the feccndaly caufes, in fo far as refpetts the

prefent fearcity, it is the main caufe, in-fo far a§ -
'refpe&.s t’ne ‘general -high- price " of - prowﬁons,

and the madequate fupply of corn, bx our-do-

~ meftic’ aguculture, for fo many years paft---:v
- Alimited  quantity - of land in’ cultwatxon can
B only" produce a limited: quantlty of .corn; and
this is fQund not to be adequate to the. demands B
‘The 1mportat10n, which has

of our populatxon
fo lonor been . neceﬁ'ary, 1s’ an: mcontrovertxble

proof of thxs fa&. i

L N S I RN IR RN
\ . . - - .

As the produce of the O’round is fubje& to the

fame rules of reafomng asany other. manufa&ure, ’

we may derive fomelight by comparmOv itwith the
manufalture of cloth. Thefe ‘articles. agree’ in

being both neceflaries of hfe ; but they dlﬂ"er in

thls 1efpe€t that . the produ@uon of corn is re-

friéted by the limited quantity .of. cultNated._‘-m
 land, Wthh maySbe called the raw materml of

62 corn ;

i
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..com whéreas - cloth :in  confequence of an
abundant fupply of the raW materlal admits
. of an ‘abundant - produEtlon, fo as to aﬁ'ord nof

only enough for dome{hc confumptmn, but for

large exportation, -In confequence of cloth not
";.bemg fubjett to the fame {carcity as corn, it haS'
. mever fallen: under sthe;: fufpicion of bemg monos
.:lpohfed) or-kept up by’ combmatmn ‘and. this
-alone is. a- fufficient proof -as_has already been .
faid, of the: 1mpoiﬁb1hty of the: pubhc ‘being
- diftreffedin’ the fupply of any article of neceﬁit}a,
o except from abfolute and real fcqrcxty

4thly, The profecutlon of thofe Who are in-

: v1d10uﬂy called foreftallers:and regraters. It has'
- already been abundantly proved, that no defini-
© dtion can -be" given: to- diferiminate foreftallers |

from other deaders All dealers muﬁ therefore, |

he more or lefs: apprehenﬁve of’ bemg deemed

criminal by co”ﬂru&mﬁ of law.  This crime is

‘not a. malum.in /& ; ‘therefore, no man’s con-
‘-fClence can pomt it out to him : and it dlﬂLrs_
~ -from: all othtr mala . prolzzbzta, in not admitting
. of any pre(nfe defcnptlon 3 fo that, under. the
o 3 .o+ influence

o 45 .

Influence ‘of fuch ambiguous. and “unconfclous
 guilt, they mut live in a dread. of our tribunals,

fomething like what we .may conceive heretics

——

to do, under the awe of .the inguifition.

Now, there is no maxml in commerge. better »

.;eﬁabh{hed ~than_ that profits muft bear propor=

tion to rifks; 5 and thlS is fo-fully recogmfed in
- the: praEhce of trade, that it would, be loﬁno"'

time. to fet about prowing it::but the. prefent

- fubje@c affords an apt example, Whereby to 1lluf
vtratglt S R A R

“When:a: dealer, then, fubje&s hlmfelf to the

s penaltles and opprobrium - incident - to: a legal

~profecution,. and to «the- '®ill'more- terrible ven-

- geance of:a; mxfgmded and tumultuous. popu’
- ace, . almmg at ‘the- deﬁru&lon of his chara&er,
.prcperty, and hfe, will it be'a fmall addltlonal B

proﬁt that can compenfate forall this? Such

‘men ofrcharaéter and eapital, as-are more timid,

will be driven from the trade. - What has faved

- us¢lately, from conflagrations and: maflacres, but

the. eountry ha,ppen;ng to be in a ftate of azmed’ '

pre p"trdtmn 3
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pi‘eparatron 2. And- What have thofe to anfwer
for, who;. by mxfreprefentatlon, ha,ve, thoucrh un-

| _mtentxonally, goaded ‘the multitude to aéls of

outrage, Whereby_they,have a}ready increafed Ihe

evil, by firiking teiror into  thofe who fhould:
,fupply the markets | And they might haye beert |
_ the viétims of thelr own fury, had not a ﬁrmv

and tempewte fyftem of ‘prevention been adoptq
ed. Dofliines. of the moft ferious. tendency

had been _propagated. from the bench the bar, -

the. hu{hnvs, and - the - prefs, du‘e&ly, though

umntentlonally,, ‘countenancing the popular paf; .
‘ﬁonlsr a‘nd prejudices, which incited to thofe.
| a&é«, Let us not, howe‘ver,‘ Withheld' our
due pralfe from -a ;. gentleman, in. a. public
ﬁtuatmn, who havmg too prec1p1tately and cre~.

duloully related i ina pubhc {peech, the ‘Mhiftory
of a family. driven to defpair and fuicide by fa-

mine, which was found by inquiries . on the fpot ta .

be totally. yoid of truth, took occafion at one of

the next pubhc meetmgs, ‘to make ameénds, by

“declaring his dlibehef in monopohes and combi-

natrons And may we alfo prefume to hope,,

that thofe v1rtuous and: learned judges, whofe .

decxees s

(475

decrees and aulhouty carry fuch deferved Welght |

~may be led to re- conﬁder a fub)e& upon which,

as it liés out’ of the tra& of thofe profeﬁ' onal.

habits and ftudies to'-which they fo honourab}y |
‘devote themfelves, it is no d}fgrace for them 'm/ A
-'have foxmed a haﬂy opmlon P St no

J"‘ .

-"'5thly, The aﬂize of bread —-Hxﬁornns

“mention that ‘this was ﬁri’t 1nﬁ1tuted m " the

time of Henry IIL 2n age of darknefs and ig

I dn’eé‘tly militates aoramﬁ; the ﬁee«l
dom of commerce, by eﬁabhﬁuno a maxzmum

nor ance

of" proﬁt arid ‘muft therefore be permcxous to fo-
~elety and’ 1nd1v1duals, xf there is: any reafon orj
f ju{hce in thofe,prmmples Wthh I have humbly ;
| 'attempted to eftablifh. "

I fhali endeavour to

& pomt out fome of the mconvemences of it

) Wthh I beheve have not been commonI) th

-’

tended to

1t The bake1, in eonfequence of ‘his proﬁt’

hemv fixed, has butlittle mducement to buy his _
Hour as cheap as he can, ‘which he Would do if

hxs profits were to arife to hlm hke thofe of

-

ether
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othe‘r tradefmen This is fuﬁicrentiy obvxoriso-*

But there is- another confequence 1ot fo obvmus,‘

‘though equally true, . of the utmo{’c 1mport~‘ |
ance, and to Wthh I folicit the moft’ partmular’
attention; “The miller,’ knowmg he ‘migy" have |
what’ prlce ‘he pleafes from the' baker, is’ Jittle "
anmous how much he gives the farmer.‘ He has
been - known to oner hlm miore : than he afked ;

Who does’ not {ee that all thlS tends. to ralfe the

ultlmate pmce on’ the confumerP who' does not-'t

, here fee that the greater the fcarmty the. greater
-*the '(ernptatlon> Who does not fee that it is to

ﬂus, ‘together Wlth the: d1feouragement given to\k
the fupphes of the market by the intimidation of

3 dealers, and not to the 2g ms fatzms of fore{’talhng

and monopohzmg that We are to look for the’

teal caufes of the pnce of. bread bemg hlgher‘

than the fcarcrty Wﬂl Warrant ? ThlS I believe

16 be the cafe to a certam deorree, and for thefe

- two reafons alone, wh1ch are perfe@dy adeq_uate

to account for 1t° SR

Odly The objeéhon aboveamentmned apphes ”

_’ro aﬁ1ze in- the ab{’craé‘t but 1 beg leave alfo

‘ t@\ v’

“be. one—elghth lefs

{4 )
'to"'poir‘if out -fo‘me creat errors in the partrcular

manner in Whlch 1t 13 now condué’ced

- ¥ The dlfferente of the pnee at which white and

brown bread ate dn‘e&ed to be fold remains the
fame at Whatever price bread may be. The differ- -
ence in the q\:\artern Joaf is, at this time, three

halfpence, fo that fuppoﬁﬁg the pnce of the Whlte
.' loaftobe ﬁxpence that of the. b1 own would be one-

fourth Tefs: but prpoﬁnU the. price of the wh1te 2
]oaf to be 2 ﬂnlhng that of the other Would Only i
Ts not this glvmg an . in--

‘creafing premmm on the confumpnon of ‘white -

| brea& pfoportloned to the rif e of che price, fo
| that when there is’ the o*reate{’c dearth, there 1%

t‘ﬂe 1eai’c mducement to eat brown bread and

there is a Vntual pro}nbmon of it When mo{’t
""" nted for the telief of the poor? Tt will, be

- fhewn ﬁﬂl farther, hereaftex, of What greafr detrrm

ment thls is in thefe txmes. 0

"dly The afﬁze is fo fe”c that the bakerhas a

greatex mtere{’c in felhmr white bread than brown

'bxead The ﬁour of wh1ch the Jattet is made is-

‘ - R o kels

NI [N




‘labour and -attention on thIS fubje&

‘_4( \'56 )

" lefy retentive of moifture in the oven, fo that a
- greater quantity of flour is neceflary, in order to
ploduce the fame weight of bread It alfo re-

quires’ more ‘yeaft, . Thefe c1rcumﬁances have

not been taken mto account in the aﬁize. L B

It would be too tedxous here to enumexate

- all the 1nacculacxes in- the afﬁze They have}

‘been pointed’ out by a very mgemous and -res

fpettable clergyman ¥ Who has employed great

ﬁrong objettion to qﬂlze in general, - that it is
not in the power of calculatxon to conﬁru& a.

table which fhall be equxtably ad_]u{ted to all the./ |

varieties and ﬁu&uatmns of the. matenals. In

OI'dCI' even to make an appmxxmatlon tO CqUIty\,

much more fkeijl and {cience is required than can

be e\pe&ed ﬁom thofe to “whom . thxs is ine
iruﬁed

* The Rev Luke Heﬂop, ‘ Archdeacon of Buchmgham, iny

'a work entitled “ Obfervatmns on the Statute of the 318t

of Geoxce 1L &c

7‘—. _'I!;Iévling :

It 1s a.

froVertlble préof cf th1s

by increafing its quantity.”

S i
LA

(s
'rmg confidered the caufes of the prefent
fcarc1ty and hmh prxce of provxﬁons, it now: re-v»“

mams to pomt out the remedxes,.

I’c cleaﬂy appears, from What has been al:
ready ftated that out agrlculture is not ade«-

quate to our populatmn
p()rtatxon for fo thany years paﬁ: is an 1ncon~

A

It foliows from thIS, : hat the prunary ob)e&
of the Iegxﬂature will be to extend cultivation fo
as to algment aur mtemal produéhon, The

" whole fecret of the remedy we are in queft of

may therefoxe be expreﬁed in this aphorifm or
rathier axxom, that < When there.is a deficiency
of any thing i in nature, it ‘can only be fupphed .
This being felf-
ewdent it ‘would not be Worth while to enun-
cxate it in words, were it not for the unaecount-
able errors prevallmg on the fubje& for it
xs plam that every othe1 prmClple or plan of .
curmg the evil muft either bea a mere palliative or
H 2 quackery

i i S KD AT SR ADIA

"The neceflity of ims
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quackery and Juggle, affor dmg nelther fubﬁantxal

‘ nor permanent 1e11ef

Were we to hear, that elther from fome na-

ural. caufe, or bya m1racle, an ifland-had. ﬁarted
" from the fea, in St. George’s Channel, conﬁfhng

' of one nnlhon of arable actes of land, we fhould

gxclaim, that here was the remedy’ we wifhed
fo1, and that we had. only to let loofe a fhare of

our cap1ta1 and indufiry, in order to obtain in 7

few years an. annual fupply of two millions or

. more of quarters of wheat, which would morg.

“than fupply bread for the fame number of

peopleq

Buz would i not be ﬁ:ﬂl better news for us to |

hear that there 15 a&’tually three times’ thls aum-

ber* of virgin acres awaiting the plough,:in the
bofom of our old 1{Iand and that neither a con-

vulﬁon of nature, nor a m1racle is neceﬁarv, but

¥ Bee Sir ]ohn Sinclair's Addrefq to the Board of' Agrlcule
tnre, Dec. 1295, :

merely

{539

merely an eﬂ’ort of parhamentm ¥ 3 mtex poﬁtlon, in

'Qrder te call them mto cultlvatxon. .

It is in vain.to look for any | other means of

E ,.‘;effe&ually fecurmg futme plenty,” and rendermg
s ‘ourfelves 1ndependent of foreign fupphes, which
muft ever be precarlous but that of brmgmg :
a{’ce 1and° into cultivation, by- a law for’ the '
general lelﬁon and enclofure of commons,,
| , ’ance about a mllhon of quarters of wheat were:

: lmported in the twelve months precedmg Sep-

tember laft beﬁdes other fpemes of grain, there

‘ought to have been haif a m11hon of additional

- smcres.of land in cultwa'uon, in‘order to have {u-

' perfeded the forexgn {upply, allowing each acre

to produce two quarters, ‘which is below 'the
.average. - But even in this. cafe, the fearcity and
‘dearth would have been the fame, 1ndependent
of forelgn ﬁlpphes, for that it may be fafely af-

firmed, ‘that not lefs than a million. of new acres,

‘ 1brought into cultivation, can fecure future plen-

ty, and therefore reafonable prices, in ordinary

feafons

3

be neceﬂary, in order to keep up- the ufual

Even in this cafe, importation would

plentyr
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plenty after fuch bad feafons s that of 1799;
There can be no doabt that the wifdom, pows-
er, and patriotifm, of par]zament, now -about to

affemble for '_t'his 'pur"pfji_'e," will-devife: and ém-

ploy expedients for furmounting the obftacles.
that have heretofore marred thlS falutary meaflre,
Whether they arife from popular prejudlces, ins
‘dividual mtereﬁsz or the- forms of law, "It lei:
of dourfe be the fludy of the leglﬂature to® ene.:-"
courage the cultivation of thefe ll:{u_ld,s2 Wlhen» aps

propriated, by ﬁich exemptfons and abatements

of burdens, as 'tq'theif‘wifddm may appear expes
dient and effe@tial. Will it not be worth while -
to confider whether, in place’ of fuffering tythes .
to’ hang upon this new fource of wealth as a
perpetual tax upon induftry and 1mprovement i
Would not be advifable to aﬁign_tq the‘clergy% R
in the’ﬁr{’c inﬁanee, a’ certain pro“pdrtion of the
rough land, as a glebe> But it would' be pre="
.fumptuous in ‘me to entef mto the details of a o
‘fubje& whlch is’ about to’ fall under the conv.' :

 The
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The culture of potatoes is an immenfe re-

fource : There are none of the articles confli-_

tuting the‘fOod of ‘r’m.n,, of Wh'ich‘fd r;nuch”car-l
be ralfed in {o fm’lll an area, and with fo little
labom 5 and, as it'is a Vl&ual 1equ1r1ng no pre-
paratlon, like the drams, except the a@uon of

fire; each- potato heing as it were a little - loaf

ready ‘baked by natme, - this mvaluaole root o

';mmht Juf’dy be named the root of fcarmry

VThe mereafed cultxvatlon of them Wﬂl depend -

chleﬂy on the pnvate advantawe VVthh ndivi-

duals may find i in app}ymv theu labour to thxs

- ‘branch of tillage, in pxeferenee to that of grain.

Some encouragement by pre;mum, or other~

foe, Wlll probably be thought of by the legifla-
ture, to give them a more decided  preference, ag
this Would add 1mmenfely to the general ﬁock
of Wholefome food. -

- -

- But thefe meafux es are only remote refources
Tﬁe natlon Wlll look to the legiflature for fome

Immedl,ate i’ceps for the. rehef of the prefent ur~
gent dtﬁxefs, B
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1t Importaﬁon has’ already prdved fo be our’

‘main refource ;- the quantxty 1mpor'ced the latt

twdve months having been’ one- ewhth of the

. whole conﬁlmptlon of England *a mrcumﬁance
3 wnexampled in the hiﬂory of this country It

1s this thc,t muf’c be our great refomce in future:

A free txade, Wl‘i’.h the affiftance of . bOUntles,

lel cnam fave us. Tt deferves to be remarked ’

that the whole of the 1mme”1fe 1mportwt1on of
la{’c year was made by pnvate melchants H and
we had, in the fearcity- of the year 1795, 2
beautiful and 1nﬁru€’uve ﬂluf’cratlon of the wif-
dom of commlttmg tlade to the fpontaneous

~enermes of felf-mtereﬁ, and of not even aps

»proachmcr it with the hand of power Our go= .
vernment, in that year, with the moft patemal
folicitude for the rehef of the pubhc} undertook -.

to xmport on their own account and to fell at

* In a work, mtxtuled Corn Traéis, puBliﬂxed betw'eem

tblrty and forty years ago, the proportion of the carn 1mported

to that produced in England is' computed at one five hundred-
and-feventieth part. - This work is aferibed to the Riglit
Honourable George Grenvﬂle, wx*h whom th1s branch of
commerce is faid to have been a ‘avounte ﬁudy.

© . ame-

& moderate price. The ‘cOilfequeﬁce was, that

'puvate tlade Was entn'e]y damped, while tlnsy

; 1mpo1tat10n was. carrled on'; for, thouch 1nd1v1~

-duals will enter 1nto competltlon with one ano-
ther, Who w111 enter into competltlon with the
treaful yE The error was foon perceived, and the

meafure, after bemg purfued for a fhort time, .

was - abandoned on the fame pure . prmcxples

Wlth -which it had been adopted and a moﬁ
efﬁment 1mportat10n has been made, ever fince,
by pm{ate traders., A free trade, therefore, and
afmall bourity,-in addltlon to the indemnification

enalted laft year, in cafe of a fall of- the market,

* pending the voyacre, will carry this refource to
its utmoft extent.- I fay a {fmall bounty, fora
Jlarge one might caufe fuch a fudden and alarm- -

ing dram from the fore1gn countrles, Whl(}h {up-

ply it, that a prohibition might be the confe-

.quence, as happened with regﬁ,xd to the Pruf-

~ fian dom1n1ons laft winter. = -

ley The abohtlon of the aflize, or if popular

’prejudlce w111 not allow of thls, the framing of

1 it
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it ‘on" more cOr‘r‘eEf principies, and particularly
takmg care that it fhaH encourage, in place of

dlfcouragmg, the ufe of houfehold bread. The ‘
objeétions to the exiftence of any affize at alp
. have been already ftated ; and, wrth regard to

the abufes of it, as it altually exifts, there is
evxdence on the records of parliament ; for it
appeared, - from the examination of Archdeacon

Heflop, and others, in the month of February :
- laft, that the difference of the produce of white

ﬂour, and that of brown ﬂour, aﬁ’ordmg bread

equally Wholefome and - nutritious, and to moft

people equally palatable, was in the proportlon ,

of 30 to 52 in 60 pounds of wheat.
dlglOU.S difference in the produce of wheat, and

Thls pro-

the effe¢t of it as a maher of pubhc economy,

muft fOI‘CIb]y ftrike the attention of every conﬁ-{

And it is obferved, by the fame
commlttee, in their report of the 6th of March
laft, that, ¢ from the manner in which the affize
is now fet, the proﬁf of the baker is far more
caaﬁdemble upon pure wheaten bread, than on
“This is a matter of

( 59 )

)

very conﬁderable importance, and one ~of thofe
which_will, no doubt, draw the attentlon of
parhament ' SRR

| .’Bdly. “To take fteps for,\,ﬂoppiinyg profecutions
‘a’ga_i_ni’.f deele_rs, in corn, or, if popular prejudices
will not admit of t‘hi‘s; fo to modify the laws,
that the execution of them fhall not be detri:

mental to the public. If this is not done, men

~of credlt charaéter, and Capltal through whom
' alone a fair and regular fupply of the market

can be obtamed will be entirely driven from
the tra_de, which will fall into the hands 'of
huckﬁers ‘and adventurer‘s I know, for certain,
that thefe pxofecutrons have .already had a bad
effett, and if they fhould ftill go on, will tend:
to: fruﬁrate, in fome meafure, the', beneﬁc1al

eﬁ."e@cs of the comparatlvely plentrful harveft,

Noththﬁandmg the crop of this year has failed: - |

~ to a certain degree, and is not aflifted by that

furplus of the” preceding crop, which ufed to i

ferve for three months, or more, after harveft,

the pubhc will have a nght to expe& fome far~ . 
‘ther fall

If thlS fhall not be the. cafe, it will.

2 ‘ : ‘be

{
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be difficult to affign any other caufe than the
dimunition of - competmon from narrowmg the

trade, the great profits neceflary to'enable grow-

~ers to bring their own pnoduce to market, and.

the mhancem/‘ent of profits in confequence “of

the inhancement of ritks to ’théfe unirn’ti‘m'i:date&\

dealers, who may fiill- contmue to. fupply ’che

‘market U e

It was pe1haps the 1ntent10n of the Iemﬂature

1o have repealed the Whole of thefe laws when‘

the {’catute of Edw VI was 1epealed in 1772 *
‘ The.

A

*:1 am mformed the’ followmg cxrcumf{ance crave ‘rife to -
-that adt of parliament ::

London was-at - that time fupphed:

~with lmmenfe quantities ‘of ﬁe[h butter from that part of ’

York[hxre, caned Holderneﬁ The dames were farmed by'

London dea‘ere, who were in the praChce OF accommodatmg
other ﬁiop—keepers with what thefy could not dxfpofe of them-
felves. _ It is plain, that it was entlrely out of the power of
farmers to bring this commodity ‘to market themfe}veq and as
it is a very . penﬂxable article, the prompt method that has
been dcfcnbed was the beft pofﬁble for the pubhc benefit.

In the courfe of this trafﬁe, however, one of' thefe dealers was

brouvht undex the predlcament of' Edw V’I s ﬁatute, and was

convifed. * Lord’ Mansf eld from prmcxples of _;ufhce and

humanity

[

The p*eamble to - this bill, and the fpeeches in
the debate, partlculally that of Mr. Burke, fet

i

¢
T

humenlty, and percexvmg that the mﬂxé‘tion of the ‘pemlty
would ruin thxs trade, contrived to fufpend Judgemem, and

fuggeﬁed the repeal of the ﬁatute in the interim.

In the year 17 67 5. in confequence of complamtq concernmg

—the hloh prlce of prov1ﬁons, and petmons having been pl(—‘m :

fented to the Houfe of Commons on that fubje& aferlbmg it
to the pra&lceq of foreftallers, jobbers, &c. @ bill was ordered

to be bnought into parhament, to enforce the laws acamﬁ fuch

offenders ; but the committee appomted 10 conﬁdm thefe lavw,

came to the followmg refolutmns, mz.’

lh “« That it is the .opinion of this- commxttc, that the
feveral Iqws relating to’ badgers, eno*roﬂers, foreﬁallers, and
regralors, by - preventing the. circulation of and free tmde ;n
corn, and other provxﬁons, have been the means of ,azf ng lzc’ :

- price thereof in many par ts of the kmgdom

Qd « That lt ;s the opxmon of this commluce, that the
‘Foufe be moved for leave to bring in a bilk to ;eppedv the

evxls occaﬁohed by the (a’xd laws.”

In confequence of frefh petmom from the country, to the.
famc purport as the former, the matter Jay over 6ill 1772.

v,,

the
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’the impolitic tendency of the ancient Iaws in

the ﬁrongeﬁ: point of view."

1In cafe. the total 1epeal of thofe laws fhould
not b Judged {afe, 'in the prefent 1rr1tated ftate

of the public mind, I beg leave to fu geﬂ: with
that diffidence Whlch becomes one who does"

not belong to the profeﬁion of the law, that
the fting . ‘might perhaps be taken from it, by,
enaéting, ‘that no convition fhall follow, unlefs

the a& commltted thall be proved to have been :

detrimental to the pubhc ¥y

4thly. Enforcing theaét of laft feﬁiOn, refpelting
ﬁale bread —I . underﬁand this is fo frequently

| mfrmgcd that it is l1ker {oon to “go into defue=

tude. There is the folIowmo obférvation in

the repmt of the committee of the 10th of Feb- .

ruary : *‘.Your committee is frongly induced to

* This idea feems to meet witli fome ¢outitenance, from an

expreﬂion of Lord Coke, who fays, ‘that ¢ an engrofler may

be indi€ted at the common law, as for an oﬁ'ence malum in

Iﬂ/lztutes of the Laws of Eﬂgland p. iii.

recommend
: e |
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recommend thxs f'rom the conﬁderatxon that

yery refpe&able phyﬁcmn has given it as hls
"OPIRIOD, that new bread.is’ far lefs: wholefome

~ than that Whlch has been baked a number of

hours.” “This was the only legiflative meafure
adopted laft feﬂion, in confequence of the re~
port of the committee, and it was conﬁdered as -
of fo much confequence, that, to prevent delay,
the a&t was paffed, without Waltmg for the ufual
formalities. And in the report of the 6th of
March, after this a&t had taken effeét for a few

“wveeks, it is certified, on the teftimony of fix
~ bakers, that the. confumptlon had been thereby

dxmlmfhed one-fixth part. Upon inquiring *
yeﬁerday, at the baker who fupplies my Iavmly,”
how thls laW came to be fo much negletted, he
gave as one reafon, that, owmg to the intimida-

tion of dealers in Wheat and ﬂour,_ the fupply_

~ had been at times of late fo thort, that he could

ot bake’ enough to enable him to keep it for

‘ twenty-four hours, as the laW direéts,

% 5th Novemb_e}, ISGO, : Coe
sthly, The




. makmrr “of ftarch and halt-power. ;

eﬁabhﬁlment of a mazzmum of prlce
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5thly The ftopping of the dlﬁlllemes, and of the -

Thefe make
a very mconﬁderable part of the total confump~

t1on of the country,A but this. prohlbltlon wilk:

argue at Jeaft the paternal care of the legiflature,

in atteﬂdmg even to. the ﬁnalleﬁ means of eco~
 nomy, and will ferve as an exunple to pnvate,

famﬂles, to make voluntan]y every pofﬁblew

retrenchment

' Havmg thus hdmbly 'i“tated " Wha't 1 'eon‘ceive'

‘ to be the moﬁ expedient and praéhcable means
of - rehef, _m the . prefent diftrefs, it Would be

entering’ into too wide a field, to fpemfy What
thould not be done

'however, upon, WhICh I thould not have thought

“There is one meafule,‘

it necefTary to make any remark, had I not
Aheard 1t menfqoned by thofe from whom I fhou]d'
- not have expeéled it, as a thlng vvhlch mlcrht

be adv1fable in the prefent hour

emermO' into any reafomng, T thall Juﬁ ‘make

one Ol‘ tWO references tO hlftory A mazzmum

Vy as

I mean the' "
\thhout;'
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was- tiied under Edward- 1. durmg one of thé
worft admmxﬁratlons that England éver faw, and

was. abandoned as mxfchxe\fous and 1mpra€’c1ca-~\
“ble. It was tried in France, durmg an admlmf-
‘tration {hll more execrable and ﬁaO‘IUOUS, name-

ly, that of. Robefplerre, and was equally. aban-
doned; for the fame reafons
ihat could onLy be d1&ated by the. grofleft i 1gno~
rance and tyranny, . and cannot, therefore, have

even entered into. the mmds of our prefent

'1ulers, no more need be faxd on the fubject: -

5o

~ Ihave ~_~thﬁéJ my Lord, unburdened my mind;
: }Sy' humbly' communicating .what I felt it my

duty not to w1thhold ~ T 'wifh it were more W0r~
thy of your acceptanee, and that of the public.

| 1 am- fenﬁble this lettel mlght be ~rendered.

much more, perfe& as to matter, as- well as

ﬂluﬁratlon and arrancement but 1t has been '
.ComPOf\,d ﬁnce the report of his. fMaJeﬁys ii-
‘tention of, aﬁ"emblm@ the. palhament at - thofe

thort mtervals of leifure which the mdzfpenfable

'dut1es of ana&ve piofeiﬁon aliowed The Whole

@f this fubje& isa matter of the utmoﬁdehcacy and;
| K : , xmportant:e

Asitisa fcheme -




temper, e trxﬂes lwht as’ air’
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impottance to the caufe of humanity and pub-

i fpirit, and lipon which it behoves every. man
to " throw all the hght ‘his’ ‘abilities ‘enable ‘him, -
“The- ﬁsﬁ ftep towards allev1at1ng the miferies
‘;of the poor is to afcertain from whence theye

proceed and, if we cannot 1mmed1ately rehevev

their wants, 'co endeavour, at leaft, to footh their

"dxfcontents, by Ihewmg them that the ground
of theu‘ evil is 1mputdb1e to natural and un
avoxdabie eaufes and not to inflame thelr paf-»(

‘ ﬁons, and - exafperate their fuﬂ’ermcs, by repre-~

fentmg them as flowing from the crimes of_their

fellow fubje&s, ‘and. thereby 1mpelhng them to

aéts that muﬁ aggravate the evil ,ten—fold,. and

lead to the moft tragical and fatal cataftrophies.

f i w%re‘re‘/ ndt‘ taking up “too ’rimeh of your

_Jordﬂlxp s tlme, it Would be mterefhng to in-
- quire upon What the ftrange credulity of - man~

kind; 6ty thefe_pomta, is founded. ; I fhall only
fhortly ‘remark, that it is the nature of ‘the
Human mmd When galled by fuﬁermg, to yield

readily to’ Jealoufy and fufpwmn ‘and, in thx;

are . conﬁrmmg
LA evidences

i

T A

o g
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‘evidence.
dulity, and it is upon this that fuperﬁ:txous ¢res

dulity is chiefly bullt  for, Whatever relates o
“the World of fpmts, exmtes the ﬁronvoﬁ emo-, |
~ tions in the mind, Next to th1s, ammal fubf £
tence feems to eX01te the deepeﬂ: mtereﬁ as
'may ‘be" exemphﬁed in. the irrational’ anxieties
of a‘varwe, and the ‘blind creduhty Wlth recrard -

to-the pomts in queﬁwn {o that thefe aberra~

- tions of the human mind’ may bé. ﬁyled z‘emporal
S uper fiition.

It 'is ftated by one of ‘the ancients,
as your Lmdﬂup knows, as the principal, advan-
tage attendmg this cultlvatlon of reafon, by edu-
catxon, that it enables the mmd to: furmount

thefe vain. fears. -But, as this: fub_}e& relates

“to the mdlfpenfable neceﬁmes of our animal,
_ nature, - and is full of fpecmus fallaczes, it iy
perhaps one of .the- moﬁ difficult,, for an unedu-
. cated -mind,- -upon- Whlch to form a corre& apd

difpaflionate l.;xdgeme_nt The txme will come

when our“more”enlightened poﬁerlty WIH be as

much aﬁomﬂled that the behef in foreﬁallm g and.,

monopohzmg the. neceﬂ'arles of life being. the

eaufes of the fcalclty and hxgh price- of pro- -

¥ 2 vifiong,

I’eczr is “alfo. Very favourable to- cre-}'
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' countera& their preJudlces.
| conﬁdered we ought rather to admire the
qmetnefs and patience of the commonalty of
'Enﬁland thanbe furprlzed at their late tranfient
gnd Partlal exceﬂ'es. Whoever will ftudy the’

(68)

viﬁons, fhould prevall at’ the end of the T8th
century, as we-are at the grave chara&ers who -

beheved in ghofts and vvttches at the begmmng
“of the 17th eentury It is not qurte two hun«

dred -years, fince ot only the ng on the

throne, and the )udge ‘on the bench, but the’
majorlty of the whole* leg1ﬂatu1e of England

beheved in Wltchcraft as appears by an aft’.
of parhament pafled ao*arnﬁ that i 1mag1nary cnme l

in the relgn of James I NNEE

However mortrfymg it may be to “human
pnde, that thofe who are called the better fort,’
give into fuch- errors, let us make every allow=
* ance for thofe who have: not the fame advantages Ny
of mformatlon, and Who, hvincv from day to day

- by their labour, are much more deeply interefted
in the. queﬁlon, while- they have not ‘the ad-o

vantage of ‘liberal and enlightened mmds to
When this is du]y:‘

charaéter

| c'hara&er of - dhe common peoplc of ‘this- ifland,

“will find much to admire in them,, particulariy
that averﬁon to the" ﬂleddmv of blood, and to

" the. vindi&@ive ufe of edged Weapons, whicli

remarkably dlﬁmgulfhes thém from all the na-
tions of Europe, partlculally the more fouthern:

How cruel, then, to abufe the generous pature -

of fuch people !

- bent ‘on thofe in power, and’ on-all- pelfono '
of educa’non, to footh confole, and mf’cxué’c the -

" induftrious artifan and labourer, on a fubjeft o

- gerous and fatal tendency to reprefent to them
_that this.ifland 1s like a {hlp at fea, on a. Voyarre ’

of twelve months, with an 1nadequ'1te ftore of
prowhons on board and vuth only'a precarious
.chance of any farther fupply, ‘and that too great
an expenditure, in the beginning of the voyage,
would produce a famme before they could ar-

rive in port; that therefore it becomes them to

fubmit with. Chriftian’ patlence to bemg put on

fhort al]owance, not giving way to. unmanly re-
 pinings, mueh lefs difgracing themfelves by mu-
| ttny T hlS clafs of fomety fhould alfo have it ex~ .

o ‘ plameda

It feems particularly incuin< . -

; Whlch they are fo- prone to er rors of the moft dan<
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plamed to them, that it is -only by means of high
pnces that: general fruoah’cy and; dmnmihed con-

fumptzon can be effe€ted : and it can be made:'
p]am to. them, that the farmer ou0ht to have»

N fuch prices as to mdemnny him for the fhortnefs
~ of his «crop, and to enable him to, contlnue and;

~inereafe his tlllave the enﬁ.}lnv year, that the
farmers Who produce, and tne dealers Who brmg 3
that produce to market, for the accommodahon |
~of fociety in general, and of the’ poor in partxcu- ,

}ar, 1nﬁead of bemg the: obje&s of. thelr mdvm.

- 'nation, ought to be conﬁdered as. thexr befhy
~ friends, o

I have only farther to add, tha.t as thxs letter 1s

'mtended for the pubhc eye, and as a queﬁlorj

may arife concerning the purlty of the author’ s'
mative, he thinks- it right to declare, that he is
not only no dealer in any of the amcles of life,

but that he has not the {malleft acquaintance or

conne@non with any one who is fo, nor with any '

And, left it thould be faid
that he is probably fome one in the pay: of go-

of thezr conneé‘tlom

4 vernment, he eqﬁally dxfclalms this charge. He

-

can

€7
can brmw proof that thefe were his opinions be-

fore any fuch. que{hons were pubhcly agitated,
and that he free]y and pubhcly declared. them

. {ince they have been agna‘tcd at a time when: 1t_

was general]y beheved that the majonty of his
*majei’cys mmxﬁ:ers Were of a different way of -

a.hmkng T

But myl great feémify againft the mifcon- -
ﬁru&xon of my motives is, that the public think
too ‘well of your. Lozdﬁup to believe that you
would fuffer yourfelf to be addreffed by a fordid
trader, or an unpnnmp]ed mercenary,- but by
one who is known to your ‘Lordfhip to be, with

the ﬁncereﬁ att‘zchment and refpe&,

-

ZMy Lo-rd
Your L01 dﬁnp s
Moﬁ faithful and

- Moft obedxem fngamt, 40

' London, : V o ' o ,  ‘.
8tk November, 1800. , o %AM 6

T. Burtony Printer,
* Little Queea~ftreet.;
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