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Shewing the Ill Confequences of giving Public Support thereto.
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‘Wherein the great Increafes of Unemployed Poor, and of Thicvesand Proftitutes,
are fhewn to be immediately owing to the Severity, as well as the Defeszs of
our POOR’s - LAWS ; and to be primarily caufed by the Monopolizing
of FARMS, and the Iuclofure of COMMON LANDS 3 which have
likewife decreafed the NUUMBER or PEOPL E, and brought our
WOOLLEN MANUFACTURIES into a precarious Statey as 1s made
appear by Extraéts from feveral Laws and other Authorities, -

AL S O,

A NEW SYSTEM OF POLI CY,
Moft humbly propofed, for Rekiziing, Emplying, and Ordering

' the POOR of ENGLAND;

Whereby a great SAVIN G may be miade in the Charge of Maintaining Them ;

the POOR’S - RATES &¢ kept nearly EQUAL in all Parifhes, as in

EQUITY they ought to be; and every PRETENCE Jor wandering
about BEG GING, be taken away, '

To which are annexed,

FORMS of the principal AC COUN T § neceffary to be kept for thofe Purpofes;
whereby fuch Perfons as are not converfant in Aecounting will eafily be
able to comprehend all that is here propofed on that Head.
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State 5 all which Matters are made to appear by Extracts
Laws and other Authorities, &c. Pages 63 to 88.
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PART I

. A
P L A N
ESTABLISHMEN T

CHARITY-HOUSES.

%ﬂs%\%ﬁ: HLE firft Part of this Plan is formed with a View to prevent
d % % thofe Sorts of Evils which the latter Part thereof is intended
T

.;(%3 gi‘* to cure; as it is not only more charitable and humane, but
£ ¥ lefs difficult and expenfive, to prevent Women and Girls
£ %ess b b ;

e’ from being driven to Proftitution than to’ reclaim them

when they are Proftitutes : For Peace of Mind and
Health of Body are effentially neceffary to make People happy in themfelves,
and ufeful Members of Society ; and when Guilt and Difeafe have made
Havock in thofe Requifites to Happinefs and Utility, it is rather to be
withed than expected, that Penitence will repair the one, or Medicine reftore
the other. '

The firft and great Care in eftablithing a Charity of this Kind fhould
therefore be, to remove, as far as is pradticable, the Caufes of common
Proftitution ; for though a Reclaimed Proftitute is under great Obligations
to her Reclaimers, yet are thefe fmall when compared with the Obligations
fhe would have been under, if their Bounty had preferved her in Innocence
and Health: and there is too much Reafon to fear, that Difeafe, Sentence
' B of
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of Law, or flow Suicide, do and will prevent many V‘Vomen. and Girls from
being Reclaimed, whom a little feafonable and proper Relief w<_)uId %mve
- prevented from becoming Proftitutes 5 fo that if the Root of this Evil be
not ftruck at, it will continue to fend forth numerous Su§c§mons of
Proftitutes, as Repentance, Difeafe, Sentence of Law, or Suicide, carry
off the old ones. : '

And as it is notorious that Neceffity is the general Caufe of. common
Proftitution; that very Notoriety is the ftrongeft Argument imaginable for
the Eftablithment of Charity-Houfes to Receive and Emph?y or Educate
expofed oy deferted Women and Girls, as well as to Becelve, Employ,
and Reclaim, Penitent Proftitutes ; for it is a very Iaborxous.and efo:nﬁve
Undertaking to purify the Streams of a corrupted Fountain, but' if the
Refervoir from whence it is fupplied can ‘be in a great Meafure dried up,
thofe Streams muft of Neceflity be vaftly diminithed, and the Labour as
well as Expence of purifying them be very much leffened.

Who can fay, that One hundred Shillings would not have prever-lted a
Hundred unfortunate Women and Girls from becoming Proftitutes, if that
{mall Relief had been given to them in their fatal Hours of Necefﬁty? or,
‘Who can hope, that a Hundred Shillings will be ‘more than fuﬂic;cnt to
Reclaim ‘'one Woman fror common Proftitution, ‘and to put her in a Way
of maintaining herfelf honeftly and comifortably for the ‘f\?ture?

Certainly thefe Matters do highly merit the Confideration of all hurpane
and charitably difpofed Perfons; and as their Importance cannot fail of
gaining Attention to them, inan Affembly of Perfonag.e's a’nd Perfons who
have nobly affociated to ‘promote the Interefts of their Country and the
Good of Mankind, I fhall not make any Apology for offering to their
Confideration more than they purpofely meet to confider 3 for though the
firft Part thereof be out of the Limits of their Prefcription, yet I am
perfuaded, that the Whole of it is within the Pale of their Benevc?lencc.

I thall therefore confider in the firft Place, Who are proper Objects to be
received into Charity-Houfes of the firft named Sort ? —for when the Bounds
" of this Charity are fettled, the Subftance of fuch Rules as are neceffary for
making it effetual, will naturally rife from the various Circumftances of
the Perfons intitled to Relief: thofe Circumftances will likewife fuggeft,
what fubordinate Officers thould be appointed for the well Governing,
Employing, Inftructing or Educating of the feveral Women am.i Girls w.ho
thall be allowed the Benefit of this Charity, and at the fame Time furnifh
Matter to form proper Inéruions for the Guidance of _thoft? Oﬂicers’.

As the main Objeét of this Part of the_ propofed Ei_‘cabhihment is, to
prevent Women and Girls from being driven by Neceflity to b§come

o Proftitutes,

[ 3]
Proftitutes, or to enter into fome other evil Courfes of Life, it will be
requifite to mention the feveral Circumftances under which they are or
probably may be fo driven ; and, with Submiffion to fuperior Judgments,
I humbly apprehend, that all fuch Women and Girls as now are or thall
hereafter come under any of the following Circumftances, muft be in Danger

of being driven to evil Courfes, and therefore fhould be intitled to the
Benefit of the intended Eftablifhment.

Firft.  Women or Girls who come from fome Part of Great Britain or
the Dominions thereunto belonging, in order to go into Service or to
be Employed in fome Kind of Manufactury or Labour, in or near
this Metropolis; but cannot get fpeedy Employment, and are deftitute:
of Money and Friends. ,

Second.  Women or Girls who have been in Service or in fome other
honeft Employment, in London, Weftminfter, or Southwark, or within
One Mile of the Suburbs thereof ; but cannot get other Service or
Employment, and are deftitute of Money and Friends.

Third.  Such Wives or Widows and young Children of Manufaiurers,
Labourers, Seamen, or Soldiers, as fhall be deftitute of Support, and
do either belong to Parifhes which are not in this Metropolis, or
within One Mile of the Suburbs thereof, or do not know where their
Places of Settlement are, :

Fourth.  Girls who fhall be feen wandering about the Streets or Suburbs
of London, Weftminfier, or Southwark, in a wretched Condition, and
be thought too young for Proftitutes, or not appear to have been fo;
and who are either deftitute of Parents and Relations, or have fuch as

cannot or will not maintain them, or are very unfit Perfons to have
the Care of Children.

Fiftb. Women or Girls who had ufually maintained themfelves by

Service or fome other honeft Employment, but were rendered incapable
of doing fo, by fome Accident, Difeafe (the foul one excepted), or a
bad State of Health; and who neither were intitled to proper Relief
from any Parifh in this Metropolis or within One Mile of the Suburbs
thereof, nor could be admitted or long enough continued In-Patients
to any Hofpital, — Such Women and Gitls to be received into Wards
or other Apartments to be affigned for that Purpofe; there to be
maintained, provided with Medicines, &, and Employed in fome
Kind of eafy Work, till they were able to follow their former or fome
other honeft Employments, and could be accordingly employed.
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WMore Claffes of expofed or deferted Women, " Girls, or young Childret.,
may poffibly be thought of, whofe Circumftances make them proper Objects
for this Charity ; but thefe Five Clafies include all which at prefent occur
to me, and I humbly apprehend that every one of the faid Clafies fhould
be intitled to the Benefit of this Foundation: for moft of the common
Proftitutes and Female Thieves in this City, did undoubtedly become fuch,
under one or other of the Circumiftances of Diftrefs before named ; and if
happily there had. been proper Houfes of Charity for their Relief, great
Numbers of them would certainly have been preferved in Innocence, Health,
and honeft Induftry. L e o

This fad Truth is too firiking for any Perfon to doubt of, nor can it
be doubted that thofe miferable Women have been the Ruin of a much
greater Number of Men ; and there is too much Reafon to fear,, that
Difeafe hath in many Inftances reached and proved fatal to innocent Women
and Children, which is the more lamentable as it was undeferved : and
fince the unhappy Neglect to make proper Provifion for expofed or deferted
Women and Girls is attended with fo long a Train of wide-wafting Evils,
the very Thought of fuch Ravages among our Fellow-Creatures muft be
fhocking to every benevolent Perfon, and make any further Arguments on
this Head, feem Infults to their Humanity.

The Eftablifhment of this Charity upon fo extenfive a Foundation would
indeed be attended with a great Expence ; but then it fhould be confidered,
that whatever the Expence thereof might at any Time amount to, it could
not be greater than the Evils, Miferies, and Diftrefles, which would be
thereby prevented, put a Stop to, or leflened :—And I am perfuaded, that
the Expence would not be near fo great as the Five Claffes of Objets before

“mentioned ‘may at firft give Reafon to expeét; for though Charity and
Humanity require, that every Clafs of expofed -or deferted Women and
Girls thould have proper Relief, yet it doth not by any Means follow, that
they fhould remain upon the intended Foundation any longer than their
feveral Circumftances thall make requifite. ' :

It is not neceffary that Women or Gitls who had ufually maintained or
were capable of maintaining themfelves by honeft Induftry, fhould continue
in a Prefervatory any longer than till Service or other Employment could

~ be found for them ; and as they would in the mean Time be employed in
{fome Branch of Manufatury or other ufeful Work, the Profits arifing from
their Labour would generally be fufficient to provide them with Meat and
Drink. o ‘ -
For there are great Numbers of Women who not only maintain
themfelves by honeft Induftry, but a Child or Children alfo, and, by fuch
: common

[ 51

common Sorts of Work as Women or Girls of ordinary Capacities ma
cafily learn; fo that if all the expofed or deferted Women and Girls in thii
Met{'opolis can be conftantly Emploved in fome fuch Sorts of Work, without
depnvm‘g any or many Britifb or Irifb Women or Girls of Employment, it
will be happy indeed. ’

For if this can be done, the charitable and humane Intentions of the

Perfogages and Perfons who have already fubfcribed or fhall hereafter
fubfcribe, to fupport a Foundation of this Kind, may be effetually anfwered
in their full Extent, and at a moderate Expence; becaufe every expofed or
de.ferted Woman or grown-up Girl who continued in Health, during the
T.lme of her Abode in the propofed Prefervatory or general Manufaé?tury
might then be protetted and maintained without putting the F oundatiox;
to much real Charge. '

And in that Cafe, the Relieving and Employing of expofed or deferted
Women and Girls, in fuch Prefervatories and general Manufatzuries, would
not produce a Want of Relief and Employment for other Bririfp ,or Irifh
Women and Girls who live by their Induftry, which is a Matter of
TImportance to thefe Kingdoms, as well as to the Happinefs and Profperit |
of Individuals ; for if expofed or deferted Women and Girls fhould bi
employed to make fuch Things or to do fuch Work in a Prefervatory as
.muf’c take away Employment and Maintenance from other Women or Gir] s
in Lo;{doﬂ, or in fome Part of Great Britain or Ireland, it would defeat th(;
true End and Defign of the F oundation, becaufe that would diftrefs as mig ;
Britith Subjeits as it relieved. ’ v

. For fuppoﬁng, that any one Branch of Brisifh Manufactury, whicl
gives Employment and Maintenance to a Thoufand Women and Girls in
fome Country Parith, thould be fet up in London, by Orderof the Governors
of the propofed Foundation ; the Confequence thereof . muft neceffarily be~
iaLofs of Employment and Maintenance to 2 Thoufand Women and 'Giﬂ;
in the faid Country Parith, fo that Diftrefs would increafe there as Charit
decreafed it here: and if feveral Branches of Britifp Manufactury fhoul‘d bz
fo .fet up, the Diftrefs thereby caufed would not be at all lefs, though, b
being divided among different Parithes in diftant Places, it might be t’nor)e’
eafily borne, and therefore would be lefs taken Notice of 5 but irtlD either Cafe
t}‘xe fame Number of Britih Women and Girls would be deprived o%
E{nployment, and muft become Burthens to their feveral Parifhes or be
dr?yen to feek for Maintenance in other Places or by' other Mezins ’ which‘ﬁ
might expofe many of them to Diftrefs, if not to evil Courfes of Li,fe

I fhould not have been fo particular in thefe Matters if I had not. been
convinced, that the Good intended by this propofed Eftablithment doth

, C
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primarily depend upon the Manner of Employing expofed or deferted
Women and Girls who fhall be intitled to the Benefit of it ; and there is the
greater Reafon for being particular on this Head, as fome worthy Gentlemen,
who have lately publifhed their Thoughts concerning an Eftablithment of
this Kind, feem to have either miftaken or not to have fuﬁiciently attended
to this great and leading Principle.

For if the propofed Foundation thould unhappily be begun upon wrong
Principles with refpect to the Manner of Employing and Providing for the
diftrefied People who fhall be allowed the Beheﬁ; therepf, much Money
will be expended without anfwering the real Intentions of the Noble and
the Worthy Benefactors ; and this muft unavoidably be the Confequence
of Employing expofed or deferted Women and Girls in any Branches of
Briti/b Manufattury which will deprive other Britifp Women and Girls of
Employment ; for that is furely far from being the Intention of the
Subfcribers. ‘

I fhall therefore take the Liberty of mentioning what, I humbly
apprehend, fhould be made Fundamental Rules in regard to the Manner of
; Employing and making future Provifion for fuch expofed or deferted
‘ Women and Girls as fhall be allowed the Benefit of the Charitable
" Eftablithment now under Confidération,

b N g

Firft.  That the chief Employment of thofe Women and Girls thould be,e
Spinning fuch Sorts of Linen Yarn as are imported into Great Britain
from fome Country that doth not belong to the Britif} Crown ; — or,

1 Spinning of Linen Yarn that will be proper to make fuch Sorts of

i : Linen Cloth as are imported into this Kingdom from fome Country as:
aforefaid. — The coarfer Sorts of Yarn to be preferred, as they require
lefs Skill to fpin them. .

Second.  ‘That no one Branch of Britisu Woollen Manufatiury thould be:
carried on by the faid Women or Girls any farther than was requifite
for fupplying them, or other Women, Girls, or Children, upon the
Eftablithment, with wearing Apparel, and the Rooms or Wards by
them inhabited, with neceffary Furniture; but that no Women or
Girls fhould be fo Employed whenever they could be Employed in
the Spinning of Linen Yarn as aforefaid. o _

Third. 'That fuch Women and Girls as were remarkably ingenious fhould be
inftructed and employed in making fome Sort of curious Manufactures
which may be wrought by Women and Gitls, and are now imported

into Great Britain from fome Country ‘that doth not belong to the
¢ Britifh Crown. '

Fourth,

s o o A Ve e o e
i MRS e SR g moar

e i R Gt i TR

[ 71

Fourth,  That the Linen Yarn, curious Mamyfatfures, and every other Thing
wrought for Sale, by the faid Women and Girls, fhould be kept in a '
Warehoufe or Warehoufes to be provided for that Pu rpofe in this City; 3
to the End that all Perfonages and Perfons who fhall be difpofed to buy "
fuch Manufactures, preferably to others of the like Kinds, might be
affured that their Charitable and Patriotic Intentions were not defeated.
"The Values of all fuch Manufa&ures to be previoufly afcertained, by
competent Judges of their Worth, which fhould be wrote on Tickets
and affixed to the feveral Things, as well as entered in proper Regifter-
Books ; fo that the Benevolent might not pay more, nor Thofe who
hunt after unfair Pennyworths pay lefs, than the juft Value of what
they bought, or the Charity be burthened with keeping Officers to talk. !
much and fell but little. .
Fifth.  That every Woman or grown-up Girl who was in Health at the
Time when a proper Place or Employment was found or offered for
her, fhould then be difcharged to go to fuch. Place or Employment ;
unlefs the was ufeful in carrying on fome new Manufactury, or in
educating Girls, inftruéting other Women and Girls, &¢c. in which ;
Cafes, all reafonable and proper Encouragement fhould be given her- v
to ftay and carry on the Bufinefs wherein fhe was. found ufeful to the ‘ g
Eftablithment : or unlefs fhe could fhew reafonable Caufe why fhe
fhould be longer allowed the Benefit of the Foundation; of which, a
Governor or other proper Officer fhould determine. i
Sixth.  That all the lefler Girls thould be inftruded in Spinning of Linen
Yarn, plain Sewing *, and Reading 3 — and when they were of proper +
Ages to be Apprentices or Servants, they thould be accordingly bound
- for a reafonable Number of Years, to fuch reputed honeft and humane
Miftreffes or Mafters in this Metropolis, or in fome Part of Grear

Britain, as could be found for or thould apply to have them : excepting
fuch Girls as were or mi

ght be very ufeful in carrying on fome new
Manufactury, for thofe thould be continued upon the Foundation till
they were One-and-twenty Years of Ages at which Time they thould
be at Liberty to leave the F. oundation, if they were fo inclined ; or,
otherwife, they fhould have proper Encouragement to continue there.

"The making and obferving of fome fuch F undamental Rules as are here ;
mentioned, feem to. me to-be effentially neceffary for attaining, in the moft L

* AWl the Woollen and Linen-Choathing which fhall be
Foundation, fhould be made ap by the Girls, under
the Care of them ; but no Sewing Work thould be do
ablolute Want.of it in order to inftract the Girls..

provided at the Expence of this
the Direftion of thofe Miftrefles who had
ne for other People, unlels ‘there was an.

extenfive,
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“but then the Certainty of thofe Profits is a great Matter, in the prefent Cafe;

5

[ 81
extenfive, effectual, and frugal Manner, the great and good Ends propofed
by the intended Eftablifhment ; becaufe all expofed or deferted Women
and Girls might be thereby relieved as long as they wanted Relief, and at
the fame Time be employed in fuch a Way as would not only bring certain
Profit to the Kingdom and to the Foundation, but enable thofe Women and
Girls to make better Wives. _

For as Linen Cloth is a common and very great Neceffary of Life, there
is a Certainty that it will be always in Fafhion and very much wanted; fo
that if thole Women and Girls thould annually {pin Liner 2arn as aforefaid,
to the Value of Four Thoufand Pounds exclufive of the Materials, this
Kingdom would thereby probably gain £ 4000 a Year: becaufe the Ballance
of Trade between Great Britain and Ruffia, as well as fome other Northern
Countries from whence we have coarfe Linen Cloth, is well known to be
much againft us; and therefore I may truly fay, that this Kingdom would
certainly gain Four Thoufand Pounds a Year by the before named Means,

‘The Profits which arife from Spinning of Linen Yarn are indeed very {mall,
and I much doubt whether any Sort of Employment can be found for
expofed or deferted Women and Girls that would produce more Profit to
the propofed Foundation : becaufe it cannot be expeéted that many of fuch
Women and Girls would be over-tractable or ingenious, when their general
Manner of Life is confidered ; fo that the greater Part of them would be
long in Jearning Things which required much Ingenuity, and the Foundation
be at a great Charge for inftructing them in Trades by which they could
not afterwards get their Bread. : -

It thould likewife be confidered, that there is a wide Difference between
forming a feparate Community of expofed or deferted Women and Girls, and
giving them proper Relief and Inftruction till they are fit Jor and can be received
into the great Community, from which, Accidents or Misfortunes have
unhappily driven them : for the Former muft unavoidably be attended with
a very great Expence to the Foundation, and the fetting up of Trades in a
Prefervatory which are already carried on extenfively here, muft be
detrimental to the Nation ; but the Latter may be done at a moderate
Expence, and with an abfolute Certainty of Gain to Greas Britain s well as
of not interfering with any eftablifhed Branch of Britifh Manufactury.

T'hofe Per fons who maintain themfelves and Families by carrying on Manufactury
or Trade, muft beft know when there are too Jfew People in their feveral Branches
and as they do not take pogr Children for Apprentices till they want them, the
Wants of fuch Perfons would befpt dire what Employments expofed or deferted

Girls fhould be brought up to: for fince fuch Women and Girls are unhappy -
o Out-cafts:
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Out-cafts of Society, the firft and great Care fhould be, to fit them for and
help them into Society 3 becaufe that would fooneft eafe the F oundation of
Expence, and be the moft likely Way to promote their future Welfare, as
it would be the Intereft of their Miftrefles and Mafters to train them up in
Induftry, Honefty, and Sobriety.

And as the Spinning of Linen Yarn may be eafily learned, it would be 4
conftant Fund of Employment for all the Women and Girls who were

capable of earning any Thing; {o that their Time might be fully taken

up, in learning what would be beneficial to them afterwards, or in practifing
what would produce certain Profit to the Kingdom, leflen the Charge of
the Foundation, and, to crown the Whole,  not bring any one Britifp Subject
to Poverty or Diftrefs.

Thus might Crariry, HumaniTy, PaTriorism, and Occonomy,
be made to go Hand-in-Hand; and the Ways to form this moft pleaﬁng

‘quadruple Alliance are fo obvioufly proper and fo eafily pra&icable, that

one can {carcely help wondering how fo much Good can be obtained by fuch
fimple Means ; but unerring Experience of every Kind thews, that T hings
which are the plaineft in their Nature or the fimpleft in their Conftruétion,
are of the greateft Ufe to Society, and do beft promote the Happinefs of
Mankind. :

‘The Implements for Spinning and Winding of Linen Yarn may, not only
be purchafed at a fmall Expence, but be eafily repaired or put in order,
and will wear a long Time.

The Materials may be always had in great or fmall Quantities, and when
fo far wrought as is here propofed, they cannot remain unfold for Want
of a Market. .

The Skill required to thus work up fuch Materials is fo {mall, that every
poor Woman or Girl who is not an Idiot may be employed in
working them.

And knowing bow to Spin is more ufeful to poor Women in general than amy
Thing they can know ; for when they cannot be better Employed, it
will enable them to fave the greater Part of the Expence of providing
Cloathing for themfelves, their Hufbands, and Children; and therefore
fhould be made Choice of preferably to any other Employment whatever.

For as that Sort of Work will muth facilitate the Maintenance of poor

Families, it may probably increafe the Number of common People in this
Nation as well as moderate the Prices of their Labour, which are national
Objects and fhould be always kept in View, efpecially upon fuch Occafions
as this: becaufe Charitable Foundations afford the only Means, in this
Country, of giving a national Bias to the Employment of People who are

o live by their Induftry ; for Manufaiturers, Labourers, &c. who do not
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ftand in Need of Charity, are at Liberty to bring up their Children to fuch
Trades or Employments as they chufe.

Work that may be eafily learned may be as eafily taught, and therefore
very {mall Salaries would be fufficient for the Miftrefles who fhall be
employed to teach expofed or deferted Women and Girls to fpin and wind
Linen Yarn ; fo that the Foundation need not be put to much Charge for
Miftrefles to inftruct the Girls in Spinning, Plain Sewing, and Reading, as
there are undoubtedly great Numbers of honeft and well-difpofed Women-
who are capable of doing all the Three.

And I am perfuaded that many deferving Women would accept of fuch
Employments for Five Pounds a Year more than the Wages of a Houfe-Maid,
and fet the Girls good Examples of Induftry and Sobriety, both of which
are abfolutely requifite to make Inftruction effe€tual;; and it muft neceffarily
be more fo under One Miftrefs than under Three, for if any of the Girls
fhould then be neglected, the Blame could not be thifted from one Miftrefs
to another. A

By this Means an Emulation might be raifed among thofe Women who
had the Inftruction of the Girls, as each Miftrefs would then be ftriving
to make her Girls more induftrious, more ready at their Book, and more
orderly in their Behaviour, than the other Girls, which would be productive
of much Good : And if annual Rewards of 5, 4, 3, 2 and 1 Pounds were
appointed to be given to thofe Five Miftreffes whofe Girls made the greateft
Progrefs, upon the Whole, it would be Money well laid out; nor fhould
the Girls in the winning Claffes be over looked, for 20, 16, 12, 8 and 4
Shillings properly diftributed, would have a good Effe¢t upon them.

Concerning the Eftablifbment of New Manufalturies.

THE fetting up of New Manufacturies may very probably be attended
with much greater Expences than the carrying on a Manufactury of Linen
Yarn; as profefled Miftrefles or Mafters of the former will hardly be
prevailed upon to come into this Kingdom, or, if they are here, to fettle
in a Prefervatory or Reformatory, without confiderable Salaries : but then
the Profits arifing from fuch Manufatturies would probably be as confiderable,
after they were well eftablithed, fo that the firft Charge thereof might in Time
be repaid with Intereft; orif it fhould not be repaid, yet muft the Eftablithing
of New Manufacturies be productive of real Advantage to the Nation, if
proper ones are chofen, otherwife they may do more Harm than Good.

For feveral New Manufacturies may be named which it is not confiftent
with the true and general Intereft of thef¢ Kingdoms to have fet on Foot
in England 3 becaufe the Maxim of Live and let Live is to be regarded

between Nations, in their Commercial Intercourfe, as well as between:

Merchants

(7
4
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Merchants :imd' Tradefimen, in their private Dealings: And as this moft
e)fcellcm: Principle of long-fighted Policy, as well as Equity, doth guide
with happy J'Eﬁ’¢& the great Council of this Nation, in the forming o? our
Commercial Laws and Regulations which concern other Nations, the like

Succefs, in a leffer Degree, will undoubtedly attend a Purfuit of fimilar
Meafures upon the prefent Occafion,

In order to which, it will be neceflary to firft inquire, What Nations
do fupply the People of Great Britain with confiderable Quantities of fuch
Sorts of Manufactures as are or may be wrought by Women or Girls, and
conveniently made within fuch Prefervatories, &¢. as are intended t’:o be
eftablithed ? — For when that Matter is determined, the Difference between
our Commercia!l and Political Connections, with each of thofe Nations
refpectively, will lead to fuch New Manufa®uries as may be fet up ana
«carried on in England without doing any Prejudice to our #asllen or other
Manufaéiuries, or to any beneficial Branch of our Foreign Trade.

.Moi’c of the Foreign wrought curious Manufactures imported into this
Kingdom for Home-Confumption, are made in one or other of the Four
after-named Countries : ItaLy, Horranp, East-Inbp 14, FrRaNCE :
-and as there is a very great Difference between the States of our‘Commercé
and Political Connetions with thofe feveral Countries, there will not b
much Difficulty in determining from which of them New Mamufa&urie(sj
fhould be gained, or others of like Kinds eftablifhed, and may be according]
eftablithed with Advantage to Greas Britain. &y

"The Italians are a People with whom this Nation hath lone carried or
an extenfive and reciprocally beneficial Trade, which is avery {’cbroncr Reafbri
for. not fetting up any Branch of New Manufa&ury here that wt;uld be
prejudicial to their Interefts, as in the End it might prove o to our own ;
becaufe they purchafe great Quantities of BriTisk Wclien mefaﬁure;
Tin, l.,f,’(ld, falted Fih, &c. for which they make Returns in Commoditic;
of their own Growth; fo that if we buy lefs of them, they may probab}
buy lefs of us, as they are not poffeffed of Gold or Sifver Mines, and therefo;}e’
«cannot carry on a lofing T'rade with other Nations.

The People of Holland have generally been reckoned our good Friends

b

and it is certain that they not only confume great Quantities of the Staple

‘Commodities and Manufa@ures of this Kingdom, but do much promote o

Trade, *by facilitating the Sale of Brififh Commodities in feveral l;arts U;
‘G?rma"ny, &c. and though, on the other Hand, great uantities of ﬁo
\.Lm.cm, Sail-Cloth, Whale-Fins and Oil, Madder, S:Hﬂ]/ Wares "mfi Zoy “‘;
fvar.lf‘)usKinds, are imported from. Holland into Great B/‘f’fﬂ;ﬂ ;t is) 3](13
Britifp Confumption thereof much decreafed of late Years, b j t};x h : .
Increafe of our own Manufacturies, &, ‘ e ey
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Sa that 1t would be well if our expofed or deferted Women and Gigls
‘could be employed in making curious Manufactures which will not interfere
with the Manufacturies of IHolland, as the Trade thereof hath been much
affefted, to our Advantage, and is likely to be more fo, by the feveral
Means before mentioned 5 for it is undoubtedly true that our Trade with
Holland is very beneficial to this Nation, though it is {carcely po(lible to
know the exaét State thereof ; and it is very certain that great Quantities
of fmall Manufattures and Toys are brought here from Nations with which
we carry on a very dif .rent Sort of Trade, to our great Lofs.

Eaft-India hath long been a Sepulchre to much Briti/b I¥ealth, for though
it doth provide us with Means to gain other Wealth from feveral Countries
to which we trade, yet is Greas Britain a Lofer upon the Whole; and as to
Political Connections between Nations which Nature hath placed fo far
afunder, they cannot be of much Service to either, though our Eaft-India
Company may find their Account in having them : But as the Trade carried
on by that Company is 2 lofing and in other Refpects pernicious Trade to
this Kingdom, every Thing which can be done to make it lefs {o, ought
certainly to be undertaken for the common Good; and expofed or deferted
Women and Girls may be made ferviceable in this Refpect, by employing
them to manufacture fome fuch Sorts of Eaft - India Tgys as can be
conveniently wrought in the intended Prefervatories, €5,

The French have, for near a Century paft, fupplied this Nation with
great Quantities of t7ifling Toys and Trinkets, for which vaft Sums of Money
have been carried out of England, without producing any Return of
Advantage ; for they prevent, by Prohibitions, high Duties, and ftri&
Searches, the Confumption of all fuch Englip Commodities in Frasce as
are not abfolutely wanted there, but fimilar Meafures have not hitherto
fully produced like Effeéts here. '

So that any Branch of French Manufactury, which is not already well
eftablifhed in England, may be very fafely fet up, without Injury to our
Manufaliuries or Foreign Trade, or the leaft Danger of ever lofing 4 Jaitbful
and good Ally 5 and if all the Ladies of this Kingdom would be pleafed to
wear Ornaments of our own Manufacture, much Money will be thereby
faved to this Nation, and fuitable Employment found for the moft ingenious
of their diftrefled Countrywomen.

What a Pity it is, that Excvisu Lapies fhould at any Time give a
Preference to Silks, Ribbands, Laces, or T: ays, which are wrought by a
People whom Peace cannot make Friends nor Treaties faithful : Ogfubmit
to receive FASHIONS from a Nation to which ENGLISHMEN
have more than once given LAWS. :

PART
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PART IL

CONCERNING the Raifing of A REVENUE
In Aid of

VOLUNTARY SUBSCRIPTIONS

Toward the ESTABLISHMENT of
CHARI TY-HOUSES.

A S there feems to be a general Intention of fupporting fuch Charitable
A_ Eftablifhments by voluntary Subfcriptions, what I have to offer on

this Head may pofiibly be thought unneceffary, and I hope it will prove fo.

in Fact; but at the fame Time there is a Pofiibility, that fuffcient Sums of
Money may not be hereafter fubfcribed to defray the whole Charge of

properly Relieving all expofed or deferted Women and Girls, and of.

Reclaiming Penitent Proftitutes.
For the Charges of Houfe-Rent,
: ‘ Houfe-Furniture,
Coals, Candles, and Soap,
Cloathing for fuch Women and Girls as thall be received
in a wretched Condition, as well as conftant
Cloathing for many of the Girls,
Implements for Manufacturies,
Salaries for Miftreffes to infiruct the W. ornen ,and'Girls,
and for other. neceffary Officers,
Stipends for Chaplains and Surgeons, to perform Divine
Service and to attend Sick Women, Penitent
Proftitutes, &7, '

will; all together amount to a confiderable Sum of Money, and-the
Maintenance of difeafed or fickly Women, as well as of little Gitls, muft

E neceflarily

e e e T A s

P sk s ol

sy

A PRARNAB R i s

iy

R e



[ 12 ]

neceifarily make a confiderable Addition to thofe Charges, thc-"\’v‘ho[e- of
which will fall heavy upon voluntary Subfcriptions; for it is not likely, that
aﬁy Part of the Money applied to thofe Heads of Expence is meant to be,
or can be, repaid by the Labour of fuch Women and grown-up G}rls as
fhall be in Health and conftant Employment in the Prefervatories, 9.
And it is improbable that the Women and Girls who fhall be Employe‘d%
in Spinning of Linen Yarn will thereby earn more than the Charge of their
Meat and Drink 3 nor doth it feem proper to apply what any of them fhall
get, over and above the Expence of their Diet, toward reimburfing other
Ch'arg‘eé of the Foundation ; becaufe that would be treating as mere Paupeis
a Number of Women and Girls who have a Spirit above owing their
Maintenance to any Thing but their own honeft Induftry, only they have
the Misfortune to want Employment, and would near as foon become
Yroftitutes, as be reproached with their having been maintained in a Work-
IHoufe. o
Now though it may be juftly faid, that their Pride Qu'g_ht not to ‘be
encouraged, yet would the breaking of this contmendable Spi rnf-be preJ,u.drc.xal
to public as well as private Good ; becaufe the ftrongeft Mo‘nve to Induftry
and Perfeverance in a reputable Way of Life would be thereby wholly
deftroyed or weakened : for if either Men or Women' of the lower Clafies
can be eafy in their Minds while leading an ‘idle. Life at other ‘People’s
Expence, they will rather think how they may continue to livefo, than ho\y,
to get their Bread by honeft Induftry 5 and when this comes t0».be .the Cafe,
they are of little Worth to Society, for if their Benefaé‘tqrs difmifs them,
and they cannot find others, it is moft likely that they will take to fome
bad Courfes, if they do not"commence Thieves or Proftitutes.

For the Prevention of which Evils, as well as for the Encouragement of

Induftry, 1 do humbly propofe, that every Woman er grown-up Girl who
had ufually maintained herfelf by honeft Induftry and was in Health, fhould
be allowed One Penny a Day for ber Work in the Prefervatory, befides !mr
Meat, Drink, Wafbing, and Lodging ; but that the Condition of her being
allowed that Penny fhould be, her having done 2 good Day’s Work, of
which the Miftrefs or fome other Officer {hould determine ; for fuch Wages,
fhould not be allowed to any Woman or Girl till the could well perform the
Spinning or other Work in which it fhould be thought proper to employ ~hf3r,

And if the chief Employment of fuch Women and Girls Was to be Sp.mmng-
of Linen Yarn, the Samenefs of their Work could hardly fa.xl of creating an
Emulation among them; becaufe the Quantity and (@al;lty of _the Yam‘»
fpun by each, would certainly difcover whf) were moft induftrious, and
ingenious or attentive to the Goodnefs of their Work.

So
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_-Se that there would, not only be more Work done for the Benefit of the
Foundation, but by this Means the Governors thereof would be enablsd
to know the different Pretentions of the Women and Girls, from their
Inftructors or Infpetors, which might be turned to good Account, by
recommending to the beft Places fuch as had behaved beft in the Prefervatory :
And as Women and Girls, who had ufually maintained themfelves by Service
or by fome other honeft Employment, could not have any reafonable
Objetion againft coming into a Prefervatory upon fuch Terms, when our
of Place, they might be thereby exempted from the hard N

pawning their better Cloaths to buy Bread,

The doing of which hath undoubtedly brought many well - difpofed
‘Women to Proftitution or to other evil Courfes, for neat Cloathing is almoft
as neceffary to their getting into Places aggin as the having of good Characers
from their laft Miftrefies, becaufe People do generally judge of the Mind by -
the Body’s Garb; {o that it would certainly be noble Benevolence to prevent
well-difpofed Women from being deprived by Neceflity in a few Months of
the little Money and the neat Cloathing which they have probably been feveral
Years in earning, as it would fecure them from the griping Ufurer who foon
drives them to evil Courfes of Life.

From this View of the Charges which muft neceffarily be incurred to
properly fupport the intended Charitable Foundation, it is evident that the
Amount thereof would be confiderable, and probably too great to be wholly
fupported by voluntary Contributions, without Prejudice to other Charitable
Foundations : fo that it would be very well if fome certain and confiderable
Revenue could be equitably and eafily Raifed in aid of the Money that fha}
be fubfcribed ; and as I have propofed an Increafe of Expence much beyond
what feems to be at prefent intended, I would willingly péint out ah Increafe
of Revenue alfo. )

"The doing of which feems to me the more neceffary, as I cannot help
thinking that this great Charge, which 2 Number of moft nobje and truly
worthy Perfonages and Perfons do intend to burthen themfelves with, ought
to be equally borne by all the opulent and the fubftantial Inhabitants of this
great Metropolis ; for, equitably fpeaking, the expofed or deferted Women
and Girls, as well as the common Proftitutes, whom it is intended to Reljeye
and Reclaim, are Part of the Poor of London, Weftminfter, and Southwark,
confidered collectively as one great City without regarding the Je a}
Subdivifions of . thern into Parifhes. - &

And however perfect the Laws relating to the Poor of this Kingdom
may bci in general, they certainly are not perfe@ly well adapted to Londpn
mn particular ; for the Number of People who come here for Employm‘ent,.
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out of different Parts of thefe Kingdoms, is computed by an ingenious
Writer to be Eight Thoufand yearly ; and as in fo large and conftant a Supply
of Country People there muft unavoidably be a Number of Men and Women
who cannot get fpeedy Employment or are feduced by artful Praétices into
evil Courfes of Life, there certainly ought to be fome better Provifion made,
than that of fending them back to the Parifhes from whence they came,

For aPafs isin Faél, not only a Licence to beg, but an authoritative Certificate
that the Bearer thereof is an Objelt of Charity 5 and when both Law and Fuftice
bave thus given a Sanction to begging, it is very natural for a poor Man or Woman
to take up the Trade of a Strolling Beggar, who would not otherwife bave done it :
And I am perfuaded that there are Thoufands of Men or Women in this Kingdom
who would rot have been common Beggars or Pilferers, if they bad not bad Paffes
b0 protect them at their firft [etting out 3 nor is that Method of Relief in London
proper for unemployed People who come out of the Country, becaufe their
not fucceeding here, becomes a Sort of Reproach to them if they return to
their native Places, and therefore they generally avoid going Home.

On this Account, London is the beft Place in the Kingdom to Recruit the
Land-Forces with Countrymen; for if they cannot get fuchEmployment as
they expetted or chufe to follow, many of them will not go Home again
to be Jaughed at by their Acquaintances, but inlift for Soldiers, go to the
Plantations, &€c. if they are well inclined; otherwife, they probably
commence Thieves or Pick-pockets :- and as the Strength and Opulence of
this City are fupported by thefe conftant Supplies of young and robuft
Country People, there really ought to be better Care taken here of fuch of
them as cannot get fpeedy Employment; efpecially of the Women and Girls,
as their Sex makes them lefs capable of getting their Living, and more
liable to be ruined.

For maft of the unfortunate Part of fbofe Country People owe the Lofs of their

Health, Strength, or Honefty, to the Want of proper Provifion being made
Jor them beres fo that the bunting of fuch poor Crealures out of one Parifh intg
another, and the paffing of them from County to County, are ratber Inhumanity
than good Policy : becaufe they are then defpoiled of their natural Riches,
without which they cannot get their Bread at Homey and there is certainly as
much Equity in obliging the Inbabitants of this City to make fome Reparation for

- fuch Defyoiling, asinabliging the Inbabitants of every Hundred wherein a Robbery

is committed to make good the Lofs fuftained.

If London was the pooreft City in this Kingdom, there would then be
fome Plea for removing to their feveral Parifhes, where they were legally
intitled to Relief, all fuch poor People as had only an equitable Claim to
Relief here; but for the richeft City in this or any other Nation to do fo, is

much.
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much beneath the Dignity fhe fhould maintain: nor is there any Sort of

Saving made by this feeming tharp-fighted Policy, for thofe poor People

Jet their PVits to work that they may eat ; and I am perfuaded that if it was
poflible to know the Value of what they every Year beg, pilfer, or freal, in
this Metropolis, xt would amount to more than, with proper Management,
would decently maintain them all ; without reckoning the great Sums which
are paid by Parifh-Officers to relieve fuch People till they are tired of travelling
and chufe to come back to London.

But this pecuniary Confideration is a mere Trifle in comparifon of the
Lofs of fome worthy Perfons Lives, the Maiming of others, and the
frequent Executions of Criminals, all which proceed from the fame Caufe.
— So ftrongly hath Infinite Wifdom and Goodnefs €onneGted the Welfare
of Individuals, that negle€ting of the Poor produceth a Scourge for the
Rich. — And as the Inhabitants of London, Weftminfter, and Southwark,
are bound in Equity, Humanity, and Gratitude, to provide the neceffary
Means for putting aStop to fuch Reproaches to Government and Interruptions
of domeftic Happinefs, I hope they will be pleafed to ferioufly confider thefe
Matters, and become a Law unto themfelves in this Refpect.

I do therefore humbly propofe, that a general Contribution be made by all
the wealthy and the f{ubftantial Houfekeepers in London, Weftminfter, or
Soutbwark, or in any Parifh that is within One Mile of the Suburbs thereof,
in aid of the voluntary Subfcriptions to the intended Eftablithments for
Relieving expofed or deferted Women and Girls, and for Reclaiming Penitent
Proftitutes : — Each Houfekeeper’s Quota to be determined by an equal
Pound-Rate upon all their Dwelling-Houfes according to the Rents thereof,
as they now ftand affefled in the Books of Poors- Rates for each Parith
refpectively ; and the Money to be paid half-yearly by the Overfeers of the
Poor of thofe feveral Parifhes to the Treafurers who fhall be appointed for
thefe Foundations.

I hope that the Equitablenefs of applying for fuch a general Contribution
is fufficiently made appear by the feveral Matters before mentioned ; and as
to the Facility of afleffing, collefting, and paying the fame, without much
Trouble or any Expence, that is evident froni the Words in which I have
exprefled the Propofal ; for fuppofing, for Example, that a Rate of One
Penny in the Pound was to be raifed toward fupporting thefe Charities, the
Poors-Rate of each Parifh might then be made a Penny in the Pound more
than was wanted to maintain the proper Poor thereof, and when all the
Money was collected, the Penny in the Pound might be eafily computed
by the total Sum raifed.
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Now I am of Opinion, - that az annual Rate of One Penny in the Pound on
the Rents of the aforefaid Houfes in London, Weftminfier, Southwark, &ec.
together with moderate Affiftance by voluntary Subferiptions, would not only
be fufficient to pay all the Charges of the propofed extenfive Foundations for
Relieving expofed or deferted Women and Girls, and for Reclaiming Penitent
Proftitutes, -in this Metropolis, but would likewife be fufficient to pay the
Charges of fuch other Foundations for Relieving expefed or deferted Men and
Boys, and for afifting working Mern and Boys when out of Place,

If this fhould really be the Cale, the greateft Part of the wealthy and the
fubftantial Inhabitants of London, Weftminfter, and Southwark would, not
only fave Money by paying fuch a Pound-Rate, but they would be exempted
from many Apprehenfions of baving their Houfes robbed-or Pockets picked by
pretended Beggars : for thefe are Matters of much greater Confequence than
Javing a few Pence or Shillings in the Year 5 and {o is the removing from public

View all fuch Beggars as are made frightful by Wounds, Bruifes, or natural

Imperfections, for there is no knowing how many Children have been or
may be made Cripples by their Mothers looking at fuch frightful Objects.

The carrying of fuch.a Plan into Execution would put an End to all
Pretenfions for begging in the Streets of this Metropolis, and that is the
only effectual and humane Way to clear the Streets of Beggars:; for-awben
there cannot be any Pretence for afking Charity there cannot be any Reafon Jor
giving Alms, but this is very far from being the Cafe at prefent; for there
are many Circumftances wherein poor People cannot obtain proper Relief,
fo that they may beg without either Shame or Blame, excepting to this
opulent City ; and.as cunning Beggars know this very well, they are feldom
without fuch Anfwers to.Inquiries into the Caufes of their Poverty as excite
Compaffion and procure them more than a bare Maintenance.

One is a decayed Houlekeeper.

Another is a Farmer ruined by Flood or Fire. .

A Third hath had a broken Limb and is too weak to get his Living.

A Fourth belongs to New Englard, &c. and cannot pay for his Paffage
Home.

A Fifth hath many Sores,

A Sixth cannot get Employment nor tell where her Place of Settlementis.

The Seventh hath a Hufband who is gone to Sea or inlifted for a Soldier.

The Eighth hath a fick Hufband at Home and his Place of Settlement is
two or three Hundred Miles from London.

The Ninth hath a Cancer in her Breaft,

“The Tenth is 2 Widow left with feveral little Children, &5c.

One
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“One or other of thefe Circumftances of Diftrefs are generally the pretended
Cales of cunning Beggars ; and fuch of them as cannot fpeak, look, or act
Diftrefs, do generally fupply their Want of pathetic Elocution, forrowful
Countenance, and Pity-moving Gefture, by the filent Eloquence of fome
haplels Infant, whom they cruelly half-ftarve to heighten Compaffion, me—e

How much Moaey fuch a Pound-Rate would raife, I cannot pretend to
fay, but a tolerable Judgment may neverthelefs be formed of this Matter by
the Number of ricuis in Lo oy, &c. for which Window or Houfe-Tax is
paid 3 as it may reafonably be fuppoted that the Inhabitants of thofe Houfes
do pay toward maintaining +h: Poor of their Parithes, and therefore fhould
contribute proportionabiv to this yneral Provifion for other Poor : m againft
the duing of which, . there cannot be any equitable Objetion, as each Family
weuld have a Sture in the general Good thereby produced, and few Perfons
pay fo much as they would be benefited in one Way or other; but if,
notwithftanding 21i thefe weighty Confiderations, many Perfons thould refufe
to centribure their Quotas toward carrying on this good Work, there cannot
be any 1oubt of the Legiflature aiding wit/» Law, What is, not only fupported
by Equity, Humanity and Charity, but weuld much promote the public Weal
ana private Happinefs of thefe Kingdoms.

The Houfes, in Loud:n, Wefimisfier, Scuthwark, or the Suburbs thereof,
for which #indow or Llonfe-Tax is paid, are about Sixty Thoufand inNumber,
exclufive of uninhabited Houfes and of many Thoufands of meaner Houfes
which are irthabited by the lower Clafies of Manufaurers, €5¢. and for
thofe Reafons very juftly exempted from this Tax : But I will make my
Computation upon only Fifiy Theufend Houfes, as T would not willingly
create an Kxpectation of more Money than may be raifed 5 and I think that
if the Rents of thofe Houfes are rated at Forty Pourds a Year each, ‘upon an
Average, it will be rather under than overtheir real Rents or rental Values,

At thefe two Eftimations, ar Annual Pound-Kate ¢f One Penny in the Pound,
on the Rents or rental Values of thofe Houfes, would produce Two Millions
of Pence, which when reduced into Pounds, €. amount to Eiglt Thoufand
Three Hundred ‘Z}‘Jz'rty-l/qrfe Pounds Six Shillings and Eight Pence a Year; fo
that a certain yearly Revenue of Eicur THuousanp Pounps might be
equitably and eafily Raifed in aid of voluntary Subferiptions to the propofed

- charitable and long-wanted Eftablithments; of which Sum, one Half might
be applied for Relicving diftrefled, &c. Women and Girls, and the other Half
.be appropriated to Relieve diftrefled Mex and Boys. ’

The War doth indeed make fuch an Eftablithment for Men and Boys
much lefs neceffary than it will be in Time of Peace, and it is made ftil] lefs

o, by that excellent and well-judged Charity of the Marine Society 5 but

then
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then it is to be confidered, that this Charity is only a prefent Expedient,
which will end with the War: fo that future Provifion for diftreffed Mex
and Boys, as well as prefent and future Provifion for diftrefied, &cc. #omen and
Girls, thould be equally attended to; for there is a moft evident Want of Two
fuch Cham able Foundations to connect, in Ufe, the many excellent Ones
already eftablifhed in this Metropolis, and to form a complete Syftem of
Charities. ‘

‘When Two fuch Foundations are eftablithed there will be fuitable Relief
from, or proper Affiftance in, every calamitous or diftreffed Circumftance
incident to Human Life, for which Provifion can be made by publieCharity.

There is a General and Public Hofpital for the Reception, Maintenance,
and Education of all expofed and deferted Infants.
There are many Hofpitals, as well Public as Parochial, for the Maintenance
and Education of poor Children who are legally intitled
to the Benefit thereof, or have Friends to get them
admitted.
There is an Hodpital for poor People while they have the Smal/ Pox
for poor martied Women during the Time of their
Lying-in.
for Lunatics.
e —— for Cure of the foul Difeafe.
"There are feveral Hofpitals for the Maintenance of old or maimed Seamer
and Soldiers. ,
forthe Maintenanceof decayed Merchantsand Tradefmen
and for poor old Men and W omen.
for the Cure of broken Limbs, Bruifes, fubborn
Difeafes, &c.

But there is a Want of T'wo other Hofpitals to cure the Difeafe of Hunger
in expofed or deferted Men, WWomen, Boys, and Girls, when it is brought
upon them by Misfortunes or Accidents and not by any Crime of theirs ;
for that is the radical and effe€tual Way to cure the ravaging Difeafes of Theft
and common Proftitution : and as T have pointed out equitable, ample and
eafily attainable Means to aid the voluntary Subfcriptions already begun for
thofe good Purpofes, as well as mentioned the feveral Matters which feem,
in my humble Opinion, to be fundamentally neceffary for the Attainment of
thofe great Ends, I fhall now proceed upon the Superftru&ure.

PART
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CONCERNING the immediate ESTABLISHMENT

Of Temporary

CHARITY-HOUSES,

T O

RECEIVE and EMPLOY or EDUCATE

ExproseEp or DESERTED

WOMEN ad GIRL S;

Until an Increafe of Subfcription-Maney, Donations, Legacies, or a
certain Revenue, {hall enable the Governors of fuch Charity-Houfes
to have more proper Houfes, &, purpofely built for the Reception
of all fuch Women and Girls, and to defray the Charges of
Relieving and Educating them, &.

AS the Bufinefs now to be confidered is of a mixed Nature, and will
probably be governed partly by Gentlemen and partly by Ladics, I
thall firft make a Dlﬁnbutlon of the fame into fuch principal Branches as
feem, in my -humble Opinion, to be moft proper for the Government and
Direttion of each: becaufe fome Branches of this Bufinefs will be fimilar to
thofe which Ladies fuperintend in their own Families, and therefore thould
properly be under their Diretion ; but then there are other Branches which

will as properly come under the Cognizance of Gentlemen, and fhould for
that Reafon be under their Government.
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“I'he appointing of IHoufekecpers to manage Houf'hold_ Aﬁ‘a.irs,. of Aﬁ/f}’:ﬁ_ﬁ’;
to inftruct the expofed or deferted Women and Glr}s in Spinning, Sewmg,
Reading, &e. and the ordering of all C/oa/bz'ng which fha.ll be Rrovxded for
thofe Women and Girls at the Expence of this Foundation, will probal?ly
be agreeable to Ladies: but they certainly fh.ould not be troubled wath
giving Orders for all Sorts of neceffary P‘rowﬁom and Houfe or Kitchen
Fun;z'mre, or with Appointments to Offices which are to be hel{l by Gentlemen
or other Men;, nor fhould they be embarraffed with any Thing that relates
to Manufatturies, or with the auditing of Accounts. o

I do therefore humbly propofe, That the Bufinefs of the intended
Foundation be divided between the Governors and the Governeiles thereof,
in the following Manner.'

The  Governors Department.

They fhould appoint to and remove from all Offices which are to be held

by Gentlemen or other Men.

—— make Choice of and contract for all fuch Houfes or other

Buildings as fhall be wanted.

s ——— lire¢t in what Manner thofe Houfes or other Buildings are to
be built or altered, repaired, fitted up, and furnifbed, either
for Habitation, proper Offices, or Manufattury.

s grive Orders for all neceflary Viftuals; and fettle a weekly Bill
of Fare for Breakfaft, Dinner, and Supper, {pecifying the
Meal-Hours in Summer and in Winter.

e e diret the fetting up or Difcontinuance of fuch Branches’ of
Manufasiury as the expofed or deferted Women and Girls
fhould or thould not be employed in; and fix the Hours of
their going to Work in the Morning and of t11§ir leavmg.off’
Work at Night, which fhould be fomewhat varied gccordmg
to the Seafons of the Year.

e Make all Contralls for Materials to carry on Manufatturies,
~and regulate the Manner of felling dll Manufaiures wrought
for Sale by the expofed or deferted Women and Girls.

i e it all Accounts of Money Received or Difburfed for the Ufe
of the Foundation, and likewife the Accounts which related
to Manufatturies, Cloathing, Furniture, {Fc. Abftraéts of
all which Accounts fhould be annually laid before the
Governefles for their Information and greater Satisfaction.

The

e Ny méim'na

4be troublefome Part, effeCtually fecured from ever

{een there ; for which Reafons I thall n
-apprehend is fitting
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The  Governeffes  Department,

They fhould appoint to and remove from all Offices which are to be held by
Gentlewwomen or other IV omen.

oo —— Chufe the feveral Species of Woollen and Linen, &c. Cloatbing
to be provided for the Women and Girls, all which fhould

be of Britifh or Irifh Manufatture.
fix the Prices to be paid for each Species of Cloathing, and

© determine what Colours the Gowns, &c. fhould be of,

————— give Orders for making each Sort of Cloathing and dire& who
fhould make it,

~—————— regulate how often the Girls are to have new Cloathing of
‘ each Sort.

pememmm—— give provifional Orders for new cloathing fuch Women and
Girls as thall be wretchedly clad when they are admitted
upon the Foundation.

= —— reward particular good Behaviour and reprimand fuch as was
improper, in any of the Women or Gitls, as their Prudence
and good Senfe fhall dire& : but if any of the Women or
Girls fhall behave outrageoufly or very ill in fome other
refpe, the Houfekeeper, or another Officer in her Behalf,
thould acquaint the Governors with fuch ill Behaviour,
without taking any Notice of it to the Governeffes,

T

This feems to me to be a natural Diftribution of the Bufinefs of t

»
a1s
intended Foundation, for the Governeffes might be thereby exempted from

y Thing that is inconfiftent
with Delicacy, and yet be made acquainted with bz Progrefs and State of the
Charity in all Refpeés : fo that for any Thing which at prefent occurs to me,
this Bufinefs, though of a mixed Nature, may be condutted with as much
Regularity, good Order, and Harmony, as appear in a well-regulated
private Family 5 for neither the Governors nor the Governefles are hereby
propofed to fuperintend more than they generally infpeét into at Home.
Such of the other conftitutional Parts of this Bufinefs as I have not yet
treated of will rife to Confideration in the Courfe of mentioning thofe feveral
Meafures which, in my humble Opinion, are neceflary to be taken upon
the prefent Occafion, and their Propriety or Impropriety will be more eafily
ow proceed to offer what I humbly
to be done for the immediate Eftablithment of temporary
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ity-Foufes; anc ; : 1 Ordey of Time than Order of
‘harity-Floufes ; and 1 thall rather regarc 2 le
i;ik;aclel yfor though the Latter may be beft in Theory, yet the Former is of
mOf’c’,Ufe in Pra&ice, and therefore the moft proper here.

The Firft General Meeting of the Governors, &ec.

A General Mecting fhould be publicly defired of the Nobility, 1Gerftry, 81ccd
who have already fubfcribed Ten Pounds or more toward the mtde‘ncei :
‘oundation ; and when they or the greater Pa?"t of them were accordingly
o he Ba’nkers in whofe Hands any Sub/eription- Money was lodged ﬁ?OUId
e Izill{s of the feveral Subfcribers Names and the Sums by them fubfcrlbeq i
xg;lriech Lifts thould be firft read, and then laid upor.x the Table. .-—.—- Tlu;
being done, the following Matters flould be taken into Confideration an

determined upon.

' “bat Donati nnual Subfeription fhould inlitle any Perfonage or
= Wl’;;ﬁ;”‘;i”’;:g t(z?overhor (;f: é}owrm’fs of the faid Foundation ? —
Which Matter fhould be determined by a Majority of the
Perfonages and Perfons, as well Ladies as Gentlemen, whe
were then prefent.—This being done, the Number of Gf)vemors
and Governefies fhould be counted by the Bankers Lifts, and
when added together, the Total Number of each be declared.l ;
Second, = What Number of Governors and What Number of Gowrnejéf /b‘;u ]
conflitute Committees to give neceflary Ordf’rs zzn'd Dl7b’b610.175
concerning Matters of leffer Cnn/&gzmzr.e in their refpective
Departments? This to be determined in the Mafmcr before
mentioned, and the Governors to then withdraw into another
‘ om.
Third. — TIEOGovemors thould then Ele&t a Pmﬁ.dem and an ba'mmry
' Secretary out of their own Number; either by balloting or
otherwife, as they thought moft proper. ’

Fourth.—The Governefles thould likewife Ele& @ Prc’ﬁdent.and an boncr{try
Secretary out of their Number’; either by balloting or otherwife,
as they thought moft proper. . i
Fifth. — The Governefles thould alfo appoint @ Committee to confider of the
feveral Matters within their Department, before the Second

General Mecting, and then adjourn. .
Sixth, — The Governors fhould next chufe @ Treafurer out of their OW?
Number, by ballot, and the Employment be declared honorary.

Seventh.

.be publicly defired.
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Seventh.— They thould alfo chufe 4 Superintendant of Man:

tfacturies out of
their own Number, in like Manner, and the Employment be

declared honorary; but all thofe Honorary Officers fhould have
Deputies, or proper Affiftants, and be repaid their neceflary
Expences in difcharging the Trufts repofed in them,

Eighth. — The Governors thould likewife appoint & Committee to confider of
the feveral Matters within their Department, before the Second
General Meeting, and particularly in relation to Houfes proper
for the intended Purpofes.’

Ninth. — And laftly, they fhould defire their Treafurerand their Superintendans

of ManufaCuries to make Inquiry for Three univhabited Houfes,

proper to Receive and Employ or Educate expofed or deferted

Women and Girls; which Houfes thould have convenient

Offices, walled Gardens or Openings behind them, and be
fitvated as followeth ;

I — In or near the Eaftern Suburb of London, -
t.— In or near the Weftern Suburb of Weftminfier,
1 — In or near the Centre between the other T'wo.

‘The Want of fuch Houfes to be advertifed in all the Zondoy News-Papers,

‘that the moft convenient or-cheapeft Houfes which could be had for thefe

Purpofes might be known of ; and the Owners or Perfons impowered to Leafe
or Lett any fuch Houfes be defired to fend Defcriptions, €. of them to the
faid Treafurer or Superintendant of ManufaQuries.

Which Officers, together with an Architect or Builder of approved Skill
and Integrity, fhould view the feveral Houfes offered to be fo Leafed or
Lett; and draw up States of the neceffary Particulars relating to thofe Two
Houfes in each Neighbourhood which, in their Judgment, feemed the moft
proper. of all that were offered and fituated as before mentioned.

"Thofe States, together with the feveral Offers of other Houfes, to be
all laid before the Committee of Governors to be appointed as aforefaid,
that they might likewife go and view the faid Floufes; which being done,

‘that Committee thould meet again, and draw up a Report of thofe Three

Houfes which appeared, upon the Whole, to be mott proper; and as {oon
as thefe feveral Matters were performed, a Second General Meeting fhould.
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The Second General Meeting of the Governors, &e.

"When the GOVERNORS or the greater Part of them were met
purfuant to public Notice given, they thould . . .., .., |

Fiff. — Tuake into Confideration what their Committee had Reported

) concerning proper Houfes for the intended Purpofes, and wher
they had fixed upon the Three moft proper Houfes, they fhould .. . |

Second. — Proceed to Eleét, by ballot, the following Officers, and to fix their
Stipends or Salaries, viz.

v A Chaplain, A Surgeon, and A4 Houfe-Steward,

Lhird. — A Committee for Houfes thould then be appointed, to Rent or Leafe
the Houfes, to determine what Alterations or Repairs thould
be made in them, to contract for performing the fame, to
fuperintend the doing thereof as Occafion might require, and
to have the Houfe-Steward under their Dire@ion, till thofe
feveral Matters were performed, at which Time a Third General
Meeting fhould be publicly defired.

Fourth. — A Committee for Manufafturies thould likewife be appointed, to
inquire —What Sorts of Linen Yarn are moft proper to be Spun
by expofed or deferted Women and Girls. —. Where or of

Whom, the Materials for fuch Yarn may be bought to moft"
Advantage. — And, What Wheels or otherImplements are moft .

proper for fuch Spinning, &,

Of all which Matters a Report thould be drawn up to be laid before the:

Governors at their Third General Meeting ; and the Superintendant of
Manufacturies act as Secretary to the faid Committee,

When the GOVERNESSES or the greater Part of them were met
~ purfuant to public Notice given, they thould . . . . ... ... .
Firft. «m Elef?, by ballot, the following Officers, and fix their Salaries o
Wages, viz.
Three Houfekeepers, and Six Mifireffes
to teach Spinning, Sewing, and Reading. _
Second. m= The Governefies thould then appoint @ Committee Sfor Cloathing, to
take into Confideration,~What Sorts of Woollen Stuff, Linen
Cloth, &. would be moft proper for expofed or deferted
Women and Girls to be cloathed in. — And how often the
Girls fhould have new Cloathing of each Species, &c.

Of all which Matters a Report fhould be drawn up, before the Third
General Meeting, and the Houfekeepers be under the Dire@ion of the faid
Committee, till thofe feveral Matters were performed. ' -

‘ . ¢
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The Third General Meeting of the Governors, &c.

When the GOVERNORS or the greater Part of them were met at the
Time appointed, they thould proceed upon the following Bufinefs :

Firft. — They fhould take into Confideration the feveral Things done by
the Committee for Houfes, or by their Orders, the Whole of
which, it may be fuppofed, would meet with Approbation.

Second. — They fhould confider of the Report made by their Committee for
Manufacturies, whofe Propofitions, it may be taken for granted,
would be approved of. ‘

Third. - The Committee for Houfes fhould then be defired to give Orders
for furnifbing the Three Houfes, fo that each might be fit for
Receiving, Employing or Educating, and Maintaining, Fifty
expofed or deferted Women and Girls, making in all, One
Hundred and Fifty.

Fourth, — The Committee for Manufacturies fhould then be defired to give
Orders for providing a fufficient Quantity of the proper Sort of
Hemp or Flax 5 and for the making-of One Hundred and Fifty
Wheels proper to Spin the fame, &,

As alfo, to make Inquiry for Three Accountants or Clerks to
keep the Accounts relating to Manufaéturies, Provifions,
Cloathing, Furniture, ¢, and the Regifters of all Perfons
admitted upon the Foundation, exprefling their Names, Places
of Birth, Ages, Employments, the Places they lately lived
in, and the Places they are to go to when difcharged, &,
likewife, to confider of proper Forms Sor keeping the faid Accounts
and Regifters, in regular, clear, and concife Methods.

Fifth. — To appoint a Commitsce for Provifions, Coals, Candles, &c. who:

fhould confider of a proper weekly Bill of Fare, for Breakfaft,
Dinner, and Supper, and of the moft proper Methods and
Perfons for furnifhing the feveral Sorts of Provifions, &¢. for the
Women and Girls in each of the Three Houfes; of all which
Matters- a Report fhould be drawn up and laid before the
Governors at their Fourth General Meeting, which fhould

be as foon as the feveral Matters before named could be
completed. - '

When
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When the GOVERNESSES or the greater Part of them were met a¢
the Time appointed, they thould proceed upon the following Bufinefs :
Firft, == They fhould take into Confideration the Report of their Committee

for Cloathing, the Whole of which, it may be fuppofed, would
- meet with Approbation,

Second, = The faid Committee .thould then be defired to give Orders for
providing fufficient Quaniities of Waollen Stuffs and Linen Closp to
cloathe One Hundred and Fifty Women and Girls ; and for making
up Gowns, &, for Seventy-five Women and Girls, in fuch

Proportions and of fuch Sizes as the Committee thould
approve of.

But that the Remainder of the Stuff and Cloth fhould not be made up till
it was feen whether the fame was moft likely to be wanted for W omen, or
for great or little Girls 3 nor fhould many Shoes or Stockings be provided
beforehand. — The faid Committee fhould likewife give Orders for providing
a fufficient Quantity of Table, &c. Linen, and for making of it up.

The Fourth General Meeting of the Governors, &c.

At this General Meeting, the State of all the before named Matters
, ‘may be as followeth :
Firff. — The Three Houfes, properly altered, repaired, fitted up, and
furnifhed, o as to receive One Hundred and Fifty expofed or
deferted Women and Girls.

Second. — Cloatbing for that Number of fuch Women and Girls, Part made

up, and the Remainder in Readinefs to be made up, as Gccafion
thall require.

Third. — Employment for that Number of fuch Women and Girls, Materials
for them to work upon, and proper Implements to work with.

Fourth. — Miftre/fes to inftruét thofe Women and Girls, and Houfekeepers (who
fhould each be allowed to have and chufe a Woman-Servant)
to fee that they are provided with neceffary Food and Cloathing.

Fifth, — A Bill of Fare fettled, and ‘proper Methods and Perfons agreed
upon, by.a Committee, for furnithing Provifions, Coals, &c.
all which would probably be approved of.

Sixth. —— 4 Chaplain appointed to perform Divine Service, and to adminifter

Comfort to .the Uneafy in Mind. — 4 Surgeon appointed to
take Care of thofe difeafed .or fick Women or Girls whom it
was not abfolutely neceffary to remove to an Infirmary; and to
acquaint the Governors when it was requifite to have any
Woman or Girl fo removed, that they might get her admitted
inte fome proper Hofpital.

Ihis

[ 29 ]

This feems to me to be the beft prefent Method of providing
for fuch expofed or deferted Women and Girls, during the
Times of their Sicknefs, as fhall be o ill that they ought to be
removed from among healthy People ; and as there are happily
many fuch Hofpitals in this Metropolis, I think that the Expence
of an Infirmary to the propofed Foundation might be very well
faved, at leaft for the prefent. '

Scventh. —="There would be Three Accountants or Clerks propofed for keeping
all Accounts, &%, as before named, and it s likely that they
would be approved of upon the Committec’s Recommendation,
—The Forms of thofe Accounts, &ec. would be likewife fettled
by that Committee, and proper Account, & Books might
foon be made, under the Direction of 4 Bufinefs Secretary,

Which Officer might then be appointed or propofed, ‘and fhould be a
Perfon converfant with Men and FThings as well as with Accounts and Trade,
in order to acquit himfelf well ; for he would be to tranfaét Bufinels with
Perfons of all Ranks, and have fuch a Variety thereof, that he muft
frequently be guided by Judgment as well as Precedent, even after the
Foundation was well eftablithed and regulated in other Refpeéts.

‘When the feveral Branches of this Bufinefs are in the State before mentioned
(which it is here fuppofed they would be at the Fourth General Meeting of
the Governors and Governefies) a Day fhould be fixed for beginning to
Receive expofed or deferted Women and Girls into the Charity-Houfes, of
which public Notice thould be given in all the Zondon News-Papers.

This being refolved upon, fome of the Governors, ‘and fome of the
Governefles if it was agreeable to them, fhould attend at each of the Three
Charity-Houfes all the Firft Day of Admiffion; and as a greater Number
of expofed or deferted Women and Gitls might apply for Relief than could
be at that Time received, Firrvy of the moft diftreffed fhould be admitted
into each Houfe : of which Diftrefs, the Governors and Governeffes there
attending thould determine, either by the Appearances of the Objeés or
by the Accounts they gave of themfelves ; and the Governors, &e. might
likewife order fome prefent Relief in Money to be given to fuch diftreflad

Women and Girls as could not be then received, without rejefting thofe

who were more diftreffed.

‘When the Subfcription—Money, Donations, Revenue, &5¢. would admit
of eftablithing Charity-Houfes to receive Maid-Servants or other induftrious
Women, while out of Place or Employment, there fhould ‘be & Cler# of
Inquiries appointed, whofe Bufinefs thould be, to inquire the Characters of
all fuch Women, from their laft or late Miftrefles or Mafters : for if any -
of them had behaved very ill, they fhould not be allowed One Penny a

' I . Day




~ fhould be allowed befides their Meat, Drink, Wathing, and Lodging ;
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Day for their Work in the Prefervatory, as I have propofed that fuch Women
nor ought they to be recommended by the Governefies to very good Places,
but be hired to Miftrefles of the lower Clafies.

Proper Regard fhould however be had to the Characters of Miftrefies
as well as of Servants, becaufe there are fome People in the World who never
fpeak well of Servants ; fo that the Perfon appointed to this Office thould
have very good natural Underftanding, quick Difcernment, a pliant Temper,
and be able to talk with People in their own Way = for by the Help of fuch
Endowments it would fometimes be difcovered, that a Servant’s bad
Chara&er proceeded more from her Miftrefs’s ill Tongue, or a Jarring of
Tempers, than from real ill Behaviour; and that fome Servants owed their
good Characters to the Tendernefs and great Compalfion of good Miftreffes,
more than to their own perfonal good Behaviour.

Such Inquiries poflibly might not be attended with Succefs in every
Inftance, but the making of them will certainly prevent good Miftrefles
and bad Servants, as well as bad Miftrefles and good Servants, from
coming together {o often as they would otherwife do, and I think it would
help to reform fome of both: for when it was publicly known that fuch
Inquiries were made into the Chara&ers of Miftreffes as well as of Servants,
the Bad of both would be athamed to appear before a Committee of the
Governors or Governefles, as their coming there would only ferve to expofe
their ill Behaviour.

The writing Part of this Bufinefs to be done by a Man who fhould alfo
make fuch of the Inquiries as could not conveniently or properly be made
by a well-bred Woman ; and the agreeable Part of thofe Inquiries fhould
be made by a Gentlewoman qualified as before mentioned, appointed by
the Governefles, and intirely under their Direftion: but whenever any
Thing happened in the Courfe of this Bufinefs that was difagrecable or

" improper for the Governeffes to have any Concern with, the Cognizance

of all fuch Matters might be transferred to the Governors, who fhould be
informed thereof by the faid Gentlewoman, if proper for her to relate,
otherwife, it fhould be related by the Clerk who was appointed to do the
writing Part of this Bufinefs.

There fhould likewife be @ Clerk of Inguiries appointed for expofed or.
deferted Women and Girls, as he might be well employed in difcovering
the Places of Settlement of all fuch Women and Girls as either believed
they were legally intitled to Relief from fome Parith in this Metropolis,
or gave fuch Accounts of themfelves as left room to fufpect it: for if
proper Care be not taken herein, the propofed Foundation may foon be
burthened with Women and ‘Girls who belong to Parithes in Zondon,

- Weftminfler,
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eftminfler, or Seuthwark; and therefore, every Woman or grown-up Girl
who did not give a true and fatisfattory Account of herfelf, thould be
employed in the moft fervile Work, and not be fo well treated in any
refpelt as the would otherwife have been. .

In order to make more extenfive and [peedy Provifion of Places and
Employment for Maid-Servants, and for other Women who maintained
themfelves by fome Kind of Manufactury or other honeft Induftry, a
Correfpondence fhould be carried on, by the honorary Secretaries or other
fuperior Officers, with refpectable Perfons in the principal Cities and Towns
of this Kingdom : for by the good Offices of fuch Correfpondents, many
Women, who would otherwife remain fome Time in the Prefervatory,
might be {peedily provided for, and probably more to their Satisfaction
than ftaying in London would be; becaufe many People, even in lower
Stations, have not their Health here, and thofe Women would there have
fome refpectable Perfon for a Sort of Guardian. ‘

As to the Eftablithment of New Manufaturies, that feems to me to be an
After-Confideration which fhould be poftponed till the Foundation is well
eftablithed 5 and as I have already pointed out what Country ManufaGturies
thould, in my humble Opinion, be made Choice of, the Perfons who deal
in fuch Manufactures can eafily determine, what particular Sorts will b
mofl proper to be wrought by expofed or deferted Women and Girls,

There is room to fay a great deal more upon this Subject, but fince it
cither relates to fuch Matters as may be regulated by eftablithed Rules in
other Charitable Foundations, or muft be bounded by the Amount of the
Subfcription-Money, I think it will be rather improper than neceffary for me
to fay more concerning the Eftablitament of temporaryvCharity—HO\ifes for
expofed or deferted Women and Girls : efpecially, as all or any of thefe
Propofitions may, if nothing better is thought of, be carried into Execution
upon a more or lefs extenfive Plan than what I have mentioned, for the
Point here aimed at is not fo much the Latitude as the Re&titude of Mealures
neceffary to be taken upon the prefent Occafion.

And Ihave employed the moft Time in endeavouring to lay the Foundation,
confiftently with the general Intereft of thefe Kingdoms, with true Charity
and with the greateft Occonomy ; for if that be well laid, the Superﬁru&ur::

may be eafily improved, but a good Houfe is of little Worth when it ftands
vpon 2 bad Foundation, ' '
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CONCERNING the immediate ESTABLISHMENT

Of Temporary

CHARITY-HOUSES,

T O

RECEIVE, EMPLOY, and RECLAIM,
PENITENT PROSTITUTES;

Until an Increafe of Subfcription- Money, Donations, Legacies, or a
certain Revenue, fhall enable the Governors of fuch Charity-Houfes
to have more proper Houfes, &c. purpofely built for the Reception
of all fuch PROSTITUTES, and to defray the Charges of
Relieving and Reclaiming them, &,

AS Penitence is made the Condition upon which common Proftitutes are
to be intitled to the Benefit of the intended Foundation, there doth
not feem to be much Difficulty in determining who - are proper Objects,
becaufe it is natural to think and charitable to believe that fuch People are
Penitent when they look forrowful: and yet when the Matter comes to
be more clofely confidered, many Difficulties appear which make true
Determination rather Chance than Judgment, for there is a wide Difference
between that Penitence which is produced by bodily Pain, and that which
flows from a contrite Heart, though alike in outward Shew.

The firft named Sort of Penitence is a conftant Companion to Difeafe,
when it vifiteth Perfons who do not lead fuch diffblute Lives as common

Proftitutes
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Proftitutes do; and yet moft People will be able to recollect Inftances wherein
a Sick-bed Repentance hath weakened as the Body ftrengthened, and fled with
the Difeafe which brought it: {o that there feems to be a Neceffity for taking
wary Meafures to prevent, as far as may be, all fuch Relapfes of common
Proftitutes into their former evil Courfes; for better Things cannot be
expected from them than are frequently obferved in Perfons of much lefs

reproachable Lives, nor. thould the Meeting with worfe be reckoned a°

Difappointment.

All or moft of thofe unhapi)y Women have undoubtedly penitential

Intervals, and would at thofe Times come in great Numbers to be received
into a Reformatory; becaufe it is natural to feek for Relief from Difeafe,
Pain, Hunger, &c. and thefe would imprint in thofe Women’s Faces very
legible Letters of Recommendation for Charity : {o that the Reformatory
would probably be foon filled, and with fuch miferable or diftrefled Women
and Girls as were ftrongly marked with the Penitence of Wretchednefs; but
as Effe¢ts do ever ceafe when their Caufes are removed, it is in vain to

expett that an univerfal Principle of Nature will be fufpended in this

particular Inftance.

* Such of thofe Women and Girls as became Proftitutes by Neceflity might
with good Reafon be expected to forfake their evil Courfes when the firft
Caufe thereof was taken away; and yet I fear that the Place of Neceffity
would, in fome Inftances, be fo powerfully fupplied by il Habits and
icentious Living, as to produce a Continuation of like Efes : o that many
of thofe common Proftitutes who applied for Relief, would be apt Zo look
upon the Reformatory as a Prifon, when they were reftored to Health 5 and if
it was in or very near this City they would think moré_of Eftaping than
Reforming, nor would there be a Want of diffolute People here to get them
away by one Means or other. o o

It is alfo to be confidered, that thofe Women and Girls muft fometimes
come out of the Reformatory to breathe freth Air for the Recovery and
Prefervation of their Healths ; and if they were to walk in Fields near this
City, there would be conftant Opportunities for them to go away, or to be
tampered with by ill-defigning Perfons : for there are Women-Deluders of
both Sexes, and fome of them would not fail to haunt, under the Chara&ers
of Gentlemen or Ladies, thofe Places where the Women walked; {o that a
ftrong and even an armed Guard would fearcely be fufficient to prevent
fuch mafked Deluders from inticing the moft defirable Objets to leave
the Reformatory, ‘

If thofe Women were to walk in fmall Parties, there muft either be feveral
Officers employed to attend them, or they muft be left to return or not

K return
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veturn as they liked beft 5 and if they were to go all. together, the kpowing

who they were would make them very liable to be infulted, and might be

productive of many Quarrels, much Mifchief, &c. {fo that whether they

went out in great or fmall Numbers, many of them would have frequent

Opportunities to go away, or the Foundation mutit brf put.to a great Charge
for Officers to prevent them from doing fo ; nor could this be well guarded‘
againft by their walking in a Garden, or that fully anfwer the Purpofe of.
preferving Health. .

For allowing thofe Women a walled Gardefl to walk in would not prevent
them from thinking they were treated as Prifoners, or from endcavouring
to regeiin their Liberty ; and fo long as they entertained fuch Tlxoughtg_
they would go to the Windows as often as tl}ey could, where they would.
feldom fail of feeing People to favour their getting out: nor .would there be
a Want of idle-young Men to loiter about a Refm:matory, in or very near
this City, who might frequently caufe the gathering of Mobs; anc% when
Riot is once fet on foot in this Metropolis, there is no faying what leorflers
or Mifchiefs will not enfue, efpecially when 77omen of this Sort are the Objeéls
of Attention. o

If a Reformatory was to be eftablifhed in or very near this City, the Faces
of all or moft of the Women and Girls would be known to Thoufands of
inquifitive People; and the Confequences thereof muft neceI'Tarily be, that
fllc moft {incere Penitence and the greateft Decency of Behaviour would not
be Security againft future Reproaches, Infults, &c. fo that‘ vs{hen t’.hofe
unfortunate Women were really reclaimed and appeared again in Society,
they would be pointed at by ill-natured or rude People; and a perfonal
Refemblance to one or other of thofe Women or Girls might occafion many
virtuous Women to be miftaken for, and fometimes to hear themfelves
éalled, reclaimed Proftitutes.

Certainly the Prevention of fo many Evils, Mifchiefs, cruel Reproaches,
and falfe Brands with Proftitution, doth highly merit the ferious Confideration
of all worthy Perfons; and I muft beg Leave to fay, that thefe an'd other
Matters of the fame Kind, do appear to me to be unanfwerable Objections
againft eftablifhing a Reformatory in or very near this City : for which
feveral Reafons, I do humbly propofe, that the intended Reformatory be
eftablifhed in a healthful Situation, at the Diftance of Fifteen or Twenty

Miles from London 5 and that there be not any other Eftablithment of the.

like Sort within this Metropolis, excepting a Houfe or Houfes of Refuge,
for the immediate Relief of fuch common Proftitutes as. thall apply for
Help and Protection, :

2 ‘ The
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The Reclaiming of fuch unhappy Women and Girls is a fecond, though

very great, Conlfideration, and fhould be undertaken after Charity hath fed
" and Medicine cured, as Humanity ought to take the Lead; for when fhe

hath done her Part, Religion may come in with much more Grace, and
her divine InAuence be more fenfibly felt, as the Pains of ‘Wretchednefs and
Difeafe will then be removed.  So that to me it appears very improper to
let any of thofe Women or Girls continue in or very near this City, longer
than the Cure of Difeafe thall make neceflary 5 or to fend fuch as are Difeafed
to a Reformatory, till they are o far reftored to Health, that Kitchen-Phyfic,
trefh Air, and a little Time, would probably complete their Cure,

‘When this was done, the conftant Profpect of a pleafant Country would
gradually difpel their Gloom of Mind, the not hearing of improper
Converfation would by Degrees wean them from fuch as was fo, and a
general Appearance of Decency, good Order, Sobriety, Induftry, €. would
foon produce in them a Conformity to fuch good Examples : to promote
which, all thofe Women and Girls thould, not only be clafied but kept
feparate, and removed out of one Clafs into another, according to the
Progrefs they made in Reformation ; fo that thofe who were hardened in
Wickednefs, or audacious, might not produce ill Effe¢ts in fuch as were
well-inclined, but be governed and treated fuitably to their bad Behaviour.

If a Reformatory was eftablithed at the Diftance of Fifteen or Twenty

Miles from London, One Mile from a public Highway, and about the {ame

Diftance from a good Market-Town, all thofe Evils and Mifchiefs which I

have mentioned, as inevitable Confequences of eftablithing a Reformatory

in or very near this Metropolis, might be effectually prevented: for not
One in a Hundred of thofe ill-defi

gning or inquifitive People who may well
be expected to haunt about a Reformatory in or very near this City would
be at the Trouble or Expence of going Fifteen or Twenty Miles to One 5
and as to thofe few whom neither Expence nor Trouble could deter, the

Want of a public Road to the Reformatory would diveft them of every
honeft Pretence for going to it.

- They might therefore be fufpected of coming with felonious Intentions,

and the Gall of fuch a Thought being entertained of them, would imbitter
their Expecations of another Sort 3 nor could Drunkennefs be an Excufe
for any Diforders which wealthy Rakes might there commit, becaufe their
riding from London would diffipate the Fumes of Liquor and give Time for
Reflettion: and as to thofe Perfons who were fo far loft to all Senfe of
Honour, Manlinefs, and Shame, as to attempt gaining Admiffion into fucl,
a Reformatory by violent Means, they might be properly dealt with b y Two
veteran Soldiers of fober Difpofition and good Morals, for a Number of
fuch Soldiers may be found in marching Regiments,
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If the Difcharges of ‘T'wo fuch Soldiers were obtained, proper Fire-Arms
provided for them, and they allowed Six Pounds a Year each, befides their
Meat, Drink, Cloathing and Lodging, they would be a good Guard; and
I'wo Houfe-Dogs would be fure to give Notice of any approaching Danger,
fo that the Reformatory might be very well fecured at a moderate Expence :
for Two fuch Soldiers may be ufefully employed in the Kitchen-Garden,
in going to the Market-Town for Provifions, and in 2 Number of houthold
Affairs ; but they fhould have {tri€t Orders never to be both abfent from the
Reformatory upon any Account whatever, nor to receive or deliver any Letters
or Meffages from or to Women or other Perfins there, without firft acquainting
the Houfekeeper. IR '
~ Under thefe Circumftances, the Reformation of common Proftitutes
would go on well, for they would bave great Inducements to emtertain good
Thoughts, but none to barbour bad ones 3 and they might be allowed the Liberty
of walking in the adjacent F ields With the Houfekeeper, 8cc. without being
infulted, or having -any Temptations to go away : nor would their Faces there
become known to Thoufands of ill-natured or rude People, fo that the
Knowledge of their paft ill Conduét might be nearly confined to thofe who
had been Parties in it; and when thofe Women were fit to be received into
Society again, they would be treated fuitably to their prefent good Behaviour,
and be fecured from many cruel Reproaches. o : o

But in order to make fuch Security the greater, I think it would be proper
to provide Places or Employment in' the Country, or in fome other Part of
the Kingdom, for as many of the reclaimed Women and Girls as could be

fo provided for; becaufe Reproaches for fuch paft Mifconduct muft needs

prove Daggers to the Minds of true Penitents : and when it is confidered
how much Encouragement the intended Foundation hath met with from
the principal Nobility and Gentry, as well Ladies as Gentlemen, there
cannot be any Doubt of their readily endeavouring to provide. proper Places

or Employment in their refpective Neighbourhoods for true and deferving

Penitents. ‘ ‘

Thefe are my Sentiments concerning the Eftablithment of Charity-Houfes
for Reclaiming Penitent Proftitutes; and I {hall now proceed to mention the
principal Things which feem, in my humble Opinion, neceffary to be done,
in order to eftablifh Temporary Houfes for that Purpofe; but I thall avoid
particular Repetitions of fuch Things already mentioned as may be proper
here, for referring to them will be fufficient. - '

As to the conftituent or principal Parts of the Bufinefs now  under
Confideration, I humbly apprehend there is a very great Affinity between
them and the conftituent or principal Parts of the Bufinefs already confidereds

"~ and
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and therefore chink that what I have propofed for the One m
for the Other : becaufe all the Objects intended to be Relieved, by thefe
Foundations, are expofed or deferted Women and Girls; and th:)uorz’x fuch
of them as come under this Clafs have Guilt, and perhaps Difeafe atzided to
their Dx{{h‘efs, yedt.,fFI do not fee how that Difference in their Circ,um&ances
can make any different Manapgem i i
iz, Py f);c, and O gement ncceﬁéry? excgptlng In regard to
The two former of which muft be left to the Piety and good Senfe of
a Chaplain, or to the Skill and Experience of 2 Surgeon, &c. for they hav
not the leaft Connetion with the conftituent Parts of th ot 1o
the Caution, neceffary to be obferved, of fuch a Sort as to require an
effential Alteration in Governing: fo that for any Thing which at preién};
appears to me, the fame general Method that I have already propofed, for
Relieving, Employing, &e. of expofed or deferted Women and Girls ’will
be as applicable to the Relieving, Emplo'ying,'_Reclaiming, &, of co,mmon

Projtf'tum s as far as relates to the feveral Matters which are comprifed under
the Sixteen following Heads : e

ay be proper

is Bufinefs ; nor is

I — The determining, What annual Subfeription or Donation thall intitle
any Perfonage or Perfon to be a Governor or Govémeﬁ of the
intended Foundation ?
- = The afcertaining, What Number of Governors and what N umber
of Governefles fhould conftitute Committees to give neceffar
Orders and Directions concerning Matters of leﬁé;) Confe uency
in their refpe&ive Departments ? e

3. — The diftriduting of this Bufinefs between the Governors and the
Governefies. o -
. = The chu{ing of Prefidents and homorary Secretaries.
. == The eleéh'ng. of a Treafurer and & Superintendant of Manufaturics,
+ = The appointing of & Chaplain, a Surgeon, and a Houfe-Steward,
O T};‘el ;}mp};yzng of Houfekeepers to manage Houthold Affajrs. and
Yereffes to inftruct the Women and Girls in Spinni wi
M g | In Spinning, Sewing,
. — "g;e appointing of & Bufinefs Secretary,
- — The employing of Clerks to keep the various Acc in
the P g of , ounts relating to
10. — The appointing of a Committee to manage all Affairs relac:
| s ting ge all Affairs relating to
¥l = The appointing of a Committee for Cloathing., '+ 7
12, ‘ for Provifions, Coals, &c.
13— . = for Manufasiuries.
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14. = The taking of preparatory Meafures for Eftablifhing this Foundation,

15. — The employing of the Women and Girls in Spinning of Linen Yarn.

16. == The providing of Places, Employment., or Miftreffés for them, ‘as foon
" as they can properly be difcharged from the Foundation,

In all thefe principal Matters, the Methods of Governing expofed or deferted
Women and Girls, feem to me to agree with the Methods proper for
Governing fuch Penitent Proffitutes as fhall defire to be received into a
Reformatory, and therefore I muft beg Leave to refer to what I have
already propofed on thofe Heads: but there are feveral other principal
Matters of which I have not yet taken any Notice, or have mentioned fo
briefly that it will be requifite to fay more of them, and thefe I fhall now
proceed to confider with as much Brevity as I can.

Concerning the C’laﬁfzg of Penitent Pro/}itutgs who
' fball apply for Relief.

Clafs ... 1. — Women or Girls who had been virtuoufly ahd genteelly
Educated, of which there were evident Proofs in their
Converfation and vifible ‘T'races in their Demeanour.
2. — Women or Girls who appeared and behaved as if they had
" been Servants in reputable Families, or were evidently
a Degree above the meaneft Sort of People.
3. — Women orGirls who were very ignorant, rude, untractable,
or audacious. _ D ’ '
4. — Women or Girls whofe Principles of Health and Strength
- were fo far vitiated or impaired as not to be reftorable
in any tolerable Degree, or who were made fhocking
Objetts by the Havock of Difeafe. o
This or fome fuch Diftribution of the Penitent Proftitutes into Claffes
feems to me to be highly neceffary for promoting the great and good Work
of Reclaiming them ; and as it is evident that the Women or Girls who
fhall properly come under any one of thofe Clafles will not be proper
Companions for Women or Girls of the other Claffes,

It neceffarily followeth,

That Four Houfes will be wanted for Reformatories; exclufive of Two
other Houfes for prefent Relief and for an Infirmary, in order to make this
Efablifhment complete,

2 ‘ Concerning
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Concerning the Situation of Houfes for Reformatories, &,

As' 1 have already thewn the great Neceflity of having the intended
Reformatories eftablithed in the Country, in order 4o fecure and promote the
true End and Defign of fuch & Foundation, what remains on this Head will
more properly come under.the Confideration of the principal Subfcribers :
but I muft neverthelefs beg Leave to mentjon feveral Things which a country
Situation will, in my humble Opinion, make neceffary to have done ; and
though in themfelves mifcellaneous, yet they feem to me to be reducible

under this general Head, for which Reafon I thall here offer what I have
to fay concerning them, _ , o

Firft. == The Houfes for Reformatories fhould be all fituated on the fime
Side of 'this City, and near fuch a great Road as is tolerable
good in Winter ; that the viﬁting Governors and Governefles
may eafily vifit and return from the feveral Reformatories in a
Winter-Day 3 and that the Carriage of Materials, Manufactures,

, Furniture, &c. may not be made expenfive by bad Roads..

Second. — That thofe Parts of the Country and thofe particular Houfes (if

- convenient in other Refpetts) fhould be preferred where there is
the beft Water for hoythold Ufes, and, where Coals may be
brought at a moderate Expence, : A

Tbird. — "That as Houfes in which Gentlemen have lived are moft of them
provided with very (;anenient Offices, large and walled Gardens,
good Water, &e. fome fuch uninhabited Houfes would be
extremely proper for Reformatories, and may probably be had
upon Leafe at moderate Rents. o '

Fourth.—"That fuppofing Four Reformatories fhould be eftablifhed in the
Country, for Penitent Proftitutes of the Four Clafies under
which 1 have diftributed them; I do in that Cafe propofe
as followeth : ‘ Lo '

-That Penitents. of the Firf# Clafi fhould refide in the fartheft
Reformatory of the Four, which fhould likewife be the
Reflidence of g Chaplain y and as an Aecountant will be very
neceflary in each Reformatory, he, together with Two.
difcharged Soldiers would be fufficient to remove all
Apprehenfions of Danger there, '

‘That
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‘['hat Penitents of the Second Clafs thould refide in the next
diftant Reformatory, where a Susgeon fhould likewife refide;
“and he togetherwith an Aecountant and Two difcharged Soldiers
- as before mentioned would well guard that Reformatary.
That Penitents of the Third Clafs fhould: refide in the nearce
Reformatory, ‘where a Houfe-Steward thould alfo refide; and
he together with Three otheir Men as before mentioned would
protect that Reformatory ; but the audacious Ones in this
Clafs thould be kept in another Houfe with the Fourth Clafs,
by Way of Punifhment, and yet fo as not to have any
Intercourfe with them, B
That Penitents “of the Fourth Clafs fhould be kept in that
Reformatory which was neareft to London; and as it would
be neceffary to have a ftern-looking and fenfible, but not
~ cruel, Ta/k-Mafter to keep the audacious Ones in arder, he
- together with Three other Men as before mentioned would
deter Sirect-Robbers, &c. from coming to that Reformatory to
look for Female Affociates. S
Thus might Four Reformatories be well guarded at a fmall
Expence, becaufe all the Perfons guarding would be employed
in double Capacities. R B
And if the fartheft Reformatory was 16 Miles off ; the Second,
12 Miles ; the Third, 8 Miles; and the Fourth, 4 Miles

. diftant from this City (or at other Diftances, according .as

proper Houfes could be had for thefe Purpofes); Two
vifiting Governors and Two vifiting Governefles might
travel to all of them in T'wo Poft-Chaifes, without much
Fatigue' or great Expence, and eafily return to Town the
fame Day: '

Fifth. — That if a Field or two which lay near each Reformatory could
be rented, the taking of them would be a Convenience ; for a.
few Cows might then be kept to fupply the Women and Girls
with Milk; and likewife three or four ftrong Horfes, for a
Poft-Chaife to carry the Houfekeepers, other Women, €. and
for @ Cart to-fend Goods, &5c. to or from the Reformatories

- as Occafion may require ;' by which Means I think there might
be more Money faved than was expended, but Things of this.
Sort will depend much upon other Circumitances.

Concerning
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Concerning Employment for Penitent Proflitutes.

‘What I have to offer here, relates only to Penitents of the Firfl Clafs; for
as to the Second, Third, and Fourth Clafles of Penitents, they certainly ought
to be Employed in Spinning of Lingr Yara, for the many national and
charitable Reafons already mentioned in the Firft or Second Parts of this
Plan; excepting the very Ingenious among thefe Three Clafles, as they
may probably: be better employed in New Manufacturies : but Spinning is
not likely to be agreeable to Penitents of the Firft Clafs, though it was
formerly the Employment even of Britifb Ladies of Quality ; and fince it
may be prefumed that moft of fuch Penitents will be capable of working

Rufles, Handkerchiefs, &c. or of making up fine Lizen, I think they fhould

be Employed as the Governefies fhall be pleafed to direct.

Concerning the Umformz{y of CZOatbikg Sfor
Penitent Proftitutes.

The fame Motives of Benevolence which have fet this Charitable
Eftablithment on foot, will naturally lead to the Choice of fuch Sorts of
Relief as fhall be fuitable to the former Stations of the Perfons relieved ; for
which Reafon I propofe, that Penitents of the Firft Clafs thould be varion/ly
cloathed as to the Colours of their Gowns, &c. and that Penitents of the Second
Clafs fhould either have Gowns, &c. of different Colours, or be cloathed in an
Uniform that will not be difagreeable in reputable Families ; but I think that
Penitents of the Third and Fourth Claffes may very properly be cloathed
in the fame Sorts of Gowns, &c. which Parochial Poor commonly wear,

Concerning Victuals and Drink for Penitent Proffitutes.

As to a Bill of Fare for fuch Women and Girls, that muft be fubmitted
to the Governors and Governefies ; but I think that neither Tez nor Coffee
fhould be allowed to any of the Penitents, excepting thofe of the Firft Clafs ;
unlefs the fame was neceffary on account of Health, in which Cafe it fhould
be prefcribed by the Phyfician or Surgeon, becaufe many of the Women
and Girls might pretend Illnefs, in order to be allowed Tez or Coffec : and
as to Wine, Rum, Brandy, Geneva, ftrong Beer, or Cyder, none fhould be
allowed to the Penitents of any Clafs otherwife than medicinally, and,
excepting upon fudden Occafions, by written Prefcriptions from the Phyfician
or Surgeony which Prefcriptions the Houfekeepers thould produce as Vouchers
tor the Tea, Coffee, and firong Liguors Expended.

M
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Concerning  fuch Misbehaviour of Penitent Profituses,

as [ball require more than a Reprimand.

It is commonly found that gentle Means, when guided by Prudence and
good Senfe, are the moft efficacious for promoting Inftrution, Reformation,
and Obezdience ; and fuch Means will certainly be moft proper with regard
to Penitent Proftitutes when they commit lefler Faults, unlefs their natural
Tempers are bad indeed : {o that inftead of fcolding, or reproaching them
for their former evil Courfes, ¢J¢. the Houfekeeper fhould not let them
walk into the Fields or Garden for fome Time, or not allow them to dine
till the other Women had dined, or oblige them to work earlier or later than
the reft; all which may be done without Paffion.

Cmcerm'ﬂg the maéiﬂg of future APro‘vz'ﬁorz Jor
| Penitent Proflitutes.

I have already obferved, that there is a wide Difference between Jorming
& feparate Community of expofed or deferted Women and Girls, and giving them
proper Relief and Infiruction till they are fit for and can be received into the great
Community, from which, Accidents or Misfortunes of one Kind or other
have unhappily driven them ; and that as they are unfortunate Out-cafts,
the firft and great Care fhould be, to help them into Society ; becaufe that
would fooneft eafe the Foundation of Expence, and be the moft likely
Way to_promote their future Welfare, as it would be the Intereft of their
Mitrefles and Mafters to keep them induftrious, honeft, and fober.

Now thefe Obfervations do appear to me to be much ftronger in regard to
Penitent Proftitutes, than in relation to expofed or deferted Women and Girls 5
for the unavoidable Expences of giving proper Relief to the . ormer, will be
greater, almoit beyond Comparifon, than the Expences of properly Relieving
an equal Number of the Latter : and that, together with Confiderations
which relate to the Public Weal of this Kingdom, as well as the Propriety
of reftoring to full Liberty all Penitent Proftitutes, who fhall be fit to come
into Society ; do upon the Whole, feem to make it highly Expedient, to have

- thofe unfortunate Women and Girls helped into Stations fomewhat fuitable

to their Educations. _ _

It may not be eafy, or indeed pra@icable, to do this in every Inftance, but
I'am perfuaded that the Nobility and Gentry who patronize Charity-Houfes
of this Sort, will find Means to complete, as far as may be, the good Work
which their Benevolence hath begun; and, as too much Care cannot be
taken, to prevent reclaimed Women from relapfing into their former evil

2 Courfes,
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Courfes, I fhall mention fome general Methods’ of: providing for the 'F‘{‘Ifﬂ,
Second, and Third Clafles of Penitents, which feem, in my humble Opinion,
to promife the greateft Security againft fuch Relapfes.

Penitents of the Firft Clafs may reafonably be fuppofed to haye wealthy
or fubftantial Relations; and I think that the Probability of being able to
reftore Happinefs to many worthy Families as well as to many unfortunate
Daughters, will make Interceffion, with the Former in behalf of t_he I_fatter,
a moft pleafing Employment to the Governefles : but I fear it will be
difficult to provide fuitably for fuch Penitents of .thls. Clafs as have
irreconcileable or unfortunate Relations; and yet Iam m'clmed to hope that
the great Compaflion and Goodnefs of the Governefles will remove moft of

ifficulties.

thg§m2 Penitents of the Second Clafs may probably have fubftantal I{elaFiops,
who might be induced to take them into Favour again, by the Mediation
of a Governefs or a Governor, as fhall be thought moft proper; and I do
not fee how a wealthy Farmer, who wanted a Woman-Servant, could
properly refufe to take One that was Recommended by a truly noble or
moft worthy Lord, Gentleman, or Laady, to whom he probably was farther
obliged than bare Refpett could equal. '

Penitents of the Third Clafs would not be fit for Servants in genteel
Families, but they might be ufeful in Places where Strength and Willingnefs
to do much hard Work, are the moft effential Qualifications; and I tlxi.nk
that by Recommendation of the Governors or Governefies, all, excepting
the audacious Part of this Clafs, may be provided for in lefler Farmers
Families, and the others be hired for Servants in Ale-Houfes, 'f:'j’c. .

As to the Fourth Clafs, T do not fee how they can be otherwife provided
for than in Alms-Houfes, where they may be employed in Spimhzg of _Limnz
Yarn, fo as partly to maintain themfelves, and partly to be .mamtamed;
for it cannot be expected that even the meaneft Mafter or Miftrefs would
knowingly take fuch Women for Servants ; nor do.th it feem'at all proper
to bring fuch miferable Creatures into Society again, in any Station whatever.

Mifcellaneous Propofitions.

Firft. — That being a Governor thould not intitle any Gentleman to vifit
the Reformatories, till a General Court of the Governors had
elected him for a Vifitor.

Second. — That annual Inquiries fhould be made, by proper Officers, into
the Behaviour of all Girls who fhall be bound Apprentices
from the Charity-Houfes, and into the Treatment they meet
with from their Mafters or Miftrefles. hind

' ' bird.
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Glurd. ... That like Inquiries fhopld be made in regard o reclaimed.

Proftitutes, {o long as they continue unmarried. .
Fuurth, —That any friendlefs Woman or Girl who had been in a Charity-
Houfe of either Sort, and behaved well afterwards, fhould be
befriended by the Governors, if fhe met with any Accident or
ill Treatment that made their Interpofition neceffary and proper,

Lifth. — Thatany Penitent of the Firft or Second Clafs who thall be deftitute

of fubftantial Relations, and, for that or other good Reafons,
be defirous of fettling in fome of the Britifh Colonies, fhould be
permitted to go there, and be provided with fuch Cloazhs and
- Mongy as the Governefles fhall be pleafed to dircét: but |
think that giving Portions to reclaimed Women, of thefe or
the other Claffes, is more likely to promote Vice than Firtue ,
becaufe many poor Women might be thereby induced to
commence Proftitutes, in bojes of getting a PorTion.

Sixth, == That if any of the Linen Yarn, which fhall be fpun for Sale,
cannot be difpofed of to Advantage, it thould be wove into
Cloth, bleached, &, becaufe every Family wants Linen Cloth,
though few People buy Linen Yarn 3 and if fuch Cloth could

not be fold without Lofs, it fhould then be made Lfe of in the
Charity-Houfes.

- Seventh.—That all Drugs or other Medicines thould be provided at the beft

hand, and be mixed or prepared by the Swrgeon, or fome
Perfon under his Direction 3 and that the Office of Phyfician to
the Charity-Houfes thould be declared honorary, but have an
annual Allowance annexed to it for Coach-bire and travelling

- Charges. ' '
Eighth.—That as Charity-Houfes may be eftablithed and fupported without
an exprefs Law for thofe good Purpofes, I am humbly of
Opinion, that Application for fuch a Law fhould be deferred,
till Experience hath pointed out the principal Things neceffary
to be done for the Succefsful Eftablifbinent and &ood Government
of them: and as o RULES and ORDERS for the
Charity-Houfes, proper Ones may be eafily felected from fome

orother of the Rules and Orders already eftablifhed for other
Charitable Foundations,

The End of this P L A N.
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Zhe Foundling - Hofpital,

AN Hofpital for expofed and deferted young Childre_n is highl

in this great City, to prevent the Deftrution of illegitim

and to preferve from Forfeiture the Lives of many wretched Mo
a ftrong Senfe of Shame

but it is Matter of Concern that Depravity of Morals hath made fuch
Progrefs in this Metropolis as to’ produce a great Number of Foundlings,
and that Diffolutenefs hath fo far got the better of Parental AffeGtion as
to induce married People of the poorer Sort to give up and forfake their
own Offspring.
- Becaufe the Happinefs of Individuals and the Welfa
much depend upon preferving thofe natural Obligations which are by
¢hat Means diffolved ; for as fuch Children are deferted in Infancy by their
Parents, the Latter do thereby forfeit all their natural Claim of Affiftance
in Old Age from the Former: fo that the Charge of Maintaining and
Educating thofe Children will neceflarily bring on another Charge to
Maintain. their Parents when they grow Old; for though fome of them
may be wealthy or fubftantial Perfons, yet Nine out of Ten are undoubtedly
tommon People who have no other Means of Living than by Labour.

nnatural Example of fuch Parents
will be followed by their Sons and Daug

ghters, when they come to be F athers .
and Mothers ; as they will not have any kugwn Brotbers, Sifters, or other

Relations, to give them good Advice, to affift Lbem while they bebave well, or-
W reftrain them from doing ill : for though’ an honeft Education s a great
Matter, yet will the future Influence thereof be very fmall without the
proper Accompanim‘ents of Kindred and Parental Exa»)ple 5 and as they will
be intirely deprived of the former, Ido not fee how better can be expected
from them, than their doing by their Children as their Parents did by them,

N For
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re of Society do very
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ate Infants.

thers whom
might otherwife Pprecipitate into capital Offences ;.
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For there is a Shew of Reafon in fuch Retaliation, and though Nature

may p ead ﬂ; ‘'ongiy aO‘a'nﬁ: 1t yet Wlll natural Dlﬂlkﬁ to hard Labour be
: pOW(lflful (;ppoi;enth land W’ hC[l PCOplC -wba 11“'08 fram Han[[ to ]V[outb can
a 4L

have their Children maintained at the Public Charge, ‘it is moft probable

inati i ster of Parental Affeétion : {o that the
by ']mk'”al'zmatolizliael/; V\v;/l;yg i:)t::crze;:,r by Parents bei{g relgiaf:fd from the
oo ;j mf’ 1S zbej are under of Maintaining and Ea’um{zng their own
ﬂf‘o.”g " Z(g;lfoa's People may now enjoy natural Pleafures w1thov.lt bean.ng
e ;fa Olential Charges which they ought to pay, and with an Exemption
o b Lﬂ(iu ent and Shame, the Confequence will be, o Sort of INCREASE.
o Punllx ;nthe remote Confequences of fuch an Increafe come to be
cor?f?c;e:gdel fear they will be found of fo ‘c}ange’rous a Te}lgdenc}zf as to
i f,’cﬂferious Attention ; for of all the st_fortunes which can appen
o an i cent Perfon in Civil Society, there are few fo great as thzjztof. beg;g
to{:'n ltnm;f real or‘rei)’uced ‘Parents and Relaﬁons: and the Sltuatfon of
(éehi{zilxl'; who are Educated as Foundlings willbbe cvezr;y \yo;)fe ::;j;x,tl:(s),r :’;):;
they were born, or Who are their Pa ;
i ;anno:nknggurfgf;:)ixtfoe{b;;;rbetter ’of their Parents than. that zhey would
2:;}; djjt’:oyedy them if there had not beﬁn, an tHo-fPit,?"L to receive;expofed and
de{;‘rcf:cihif;gtis{" rnaji reafonably be hoped that many of the Children Fhere
Educated were not in that Cafe, yet will all of them who are not tla;:qoeiél
by their Parents have Reafon 'to think fo'-, “becaufe. ;hey ca.rmour 6&1
knowing, that the Hofpital in which they were »broughtdup,‘ was (I;)hﬂgrén}.’
built to prevent the Deftruction of expofed and dqfer:tfz youx'xl% hile im(;
fo that every Child who fhall be Ed}xcated ;.s a}tf?glcr;]dlésf;wv?da acsog} nto
Society without any one focial Connfél?ziff;t a:nl wi R fuch fror ﬁe pptazmdj moft
;2::: uorfa lgfoje;;zidgrszit};ei:mﬁla very gre}:zt%ﬁcouragemmt to Diffolutencfs
an#{:é?;géZ;gzzziz{ons have induced me to look upon the HospiTaL for

expofed and deferted young Children with much lefs Satisfaction than I fhould .

otherwife have done; and to confider it as an Eﬁablifhmeflt th?t Oi‘i,g;:;
to be confined to’ the Subfcriptions, Donations, and L.egames o. l}))rcaufe
Perfons, rather than extended by fO]le.’l Grants of Publxc. MO{xeyci e it
a general Knowledge of thofe Grants, in all Pa.rts of this K(l?}%l :i)ntdl;at !
probably caufe Five Children to be made Foundlmgs,. f?r One : 1b that
really fo5 and if there fhould beany exprefs Appropnatxon to reim I;tho ut
Public Money, Foundling-Children may probably be 1~ CRE'??B ey
Taventy, or Thirty Times their proper Number. : For
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For though the having of Children out of Wedlock
jutified by thofe Means, yet will they be apt to produce the Effefs of a
Juftification among common People; and as to the Scandal which it is
now thought to be, for working People who are married 7 give up and’
forfake their Children, that will wear off as the Pratice increafes : fo that
if the FounpLinc-Hosprrar thould continue to be countenanced and

{upported in that public and unlimited Manner which it hath been of late
Years, I am humbly of Opinion,

would not be fo little by the End of th

or POUNDS Sterling per Annum.
And the Charge of Maintainin

neceflarily be increafed fo

will not be at all

is Century as ONE MILLION

g parochial Poor, muft, in that Cafe,
veral Hundred Trousanp Pounds a 7 ear, by the
Parents of Foundling-Children; fo that the Commodities and Menufastvres

of this Nation would probably be loaded with A TAX of One MirLion

Five Hundred Trovs awp Pounds a Year, for, orin confequence of, the

Fouxprivg-HosprraL: but even this js not the worft that may be expelted,
for in Fifty Years Time there would probably be Fifty Thoufand Mex and
WoMEN without any one knpgn Relation 3 and what SO CIETY hath to
hope or fear from that Number of fuch People, may eafily be guefled by
the Hiftories of thofe Men and Womien whofe Lives are ended at Tyburn.

- Astto Foreign Experience in Foundling- Hofritals or concerning Foundling-
People, it is of little Weight here, becaufe the Circumitances of thefe N ations
inregard to LIBERTY and PLEN TY cannot be equalled; nor can
Experience relatingto Children educased in CrarITY-ScHooLs invalidate what
I have mentioned concerning Foundlings, becaufe the Former know #¥bo their
Parents are or were ; fo that they come into Society with the fame Sort of
Connections which other People have, and without any thocking Ideas of
moft unnatural Parental Cruelty ; but the Latter muft come into the wide
World without being able to claim Kindred with Mz, Woman, or Child, and
under a Sort of Neceflity to conceal by Falfities their forlotn Condition,

- For frequent Experience {hews, that perfonal Merit and Wealth are hardly
fufficient to obtain that general good Reception for illegitimate Perfons which
other Perfons have of courfe; and as to illegitimate People of the lower
Clafles, they always labour under Difadvantages on that Account, nor is
there any Scruple made of branding them with Baftardy: but the Mafters
and Miftrefles of well-regulated Families are very ferupulous of employing
fuch People, for though they may behave well, yet Experience is againft
them; and if this be the Cafe of illegitimate People who know their Parents

and Relations, what muft be the Cafe of Foundling@hildren, the moft
wreiched of all TLLeGiTIMATES ? : o

It
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¥ If they ingenuoufly tell their hard Cafe, the Confequence will be,
@ S‘ubje&iod to fuch Reproaches and contemptuous Treatment, as mild and
good Difpofitions cannot bear up againft; fo that an audacious and licentious.
Behaviour, the firft Step toward Ruin, muft neceffarily be contracted, to brave
*J‘ what a commendable Demeanour cannot fupport: or if they fay that the
B Places of their Birth are in fuch a Town or Parifh, they will fome Time or
no other be queftioned by Perfons who know thofe Places, and then the Falfity
will be difcovered ; in which Cafe, thefe unhappy People are more likely to
v be fufpected of Murder or Robbery in their native Places, than of being
b thought innocent and forlorn. ‘

: Certainly the evident Probability that moft Foundlings muft come into
%L one or other of thefe truly pitiable Circumftances, cannot be thought lightly
3 of by humane and benevolent Perfons ;5 for next to deftroying or maiming
of Children, the bringing of them up in a Way that is almoft fure to-make
their Lives unhappy doth feem to.me to be the greateft Cruelty : and that
] moft of the Children who are Educated as Foundlings will either be #rzbappy

[ 49 1 | ;
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in themfelves or mifchievous toSociety, appears too plain from the feveral Matters
it before mentioned ; fo that I cannot help withing to fee this Sort of Education
g’j reftrained within nasrow Bounds, for the Lives of a Hundred Children may be O F
£ preferved without making a Thoufand wretched. Lo :
§ I thall be very glad to find that thefe Matters are not as they appear to me,

and if any Perfon can invalidate what I have here mentioned, I hope he wilt
do it publicly : but if thefe Obfervations fhould be in fome Meafure right,
there will unhappily be too much Reafon for faying,, that this prefent

E NG L 4 N D.

Hmantty wil by futz)rg'Cruelty. , s Fnse ! TH E many Laws which have been made to provide for the Poor of

As to an Tncreafe of People by thefe lawlefi Means, 1 am fo far from » . I;Enﬁland, and the vaft Numbers of Beggars which are daily feen in i,
expeing any fuch Thing, that I really believe they would ultimately caufe 0 really ltagger Reafon and f:onfound Judgment; for the Matter of thofe
great Depopulation 5 for working People who are fober and induftrious, have Laws is a very good F oundatan for thinking that we bave not any Beccars,
not only more Children than diffolute People, but fuch as are more able and and the NumE,Jer of Beggars gives great Reafon for believing that we have
willing to perform the feveral Duties of Life, ot any P_OO_R s-Liaws.

And as to any Reference to the FounpLing-HosprTar in France, I fhall T ;[(‘lhe P rmIc1p al fCafo‘fes affigned for this firange Effect, are, a Decay of
only fay, that if the French bring up poor Children fo as to make them RZm'e é. a{r} o Creﬁ‘ € ;dlenefs. and Drunkennefs- among common People,
wretched, this Nation thould not follow their Example. — A Government lnefs in the Civil Magiftrates, &. and it is probable that one or

Grare, YeTem 4w S tem o

T

that doth not fcruple to facrifice & Hundred Thoufand Men to gratify Ambition,
cannot be expected to confult the Happinefs of poor Children by a proper
Education ; for fuch a Government muft devife Expedients to have as many

People bred as may be, and a Foundling-Education will do for poor Men.

who are to be Food for Powder : but as this Country is bleflfed with another
Sort of Government and with a moft gracious Sovereign who hath a Parental
Regard for His People,—#bat bath French Example to.do bere ?

Lt

more of thefe Things have made a Number of Beggars in particular Towns
and I"laces, but they certainly are not the great and general Caufes of
Begging : for the Trade of England is fo far from being upon the Decay.

that the annual Exports of Englify Commodities and Manufactures ha.v::
been Tures TIMESs as great of late Years, as they were Eighty Year,s ago;
and this vaft Increafe in our Manufaturies and Foreigt; Trade dotI;
probably give Maintenance to Eight Hundred Trousanp more Peopl?: now

than were maintained by Means of Trade at that Time. ’
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As to an Increafe of Idlenefs and Drunkennefs among common People,
there cannot be any Doubt of the Faéts, or that a Number of Manufa&turers,

€9, are thereby brought to beg their Bread ; -but then it is to be confidered, - :

that thefe are not the only Caufes of begging, for many People are reduced
to that pitiable Way of Life, by Want of Employment, Sicknefs, or fome
other Accident: and the Reluance, or ill Succefs, with which fuch
unfortunate People do pra&ife begging, is frequently manifefted by a poor
and emaciated Man or Woman being found drowned or flarved to Death
fo that though Choice, Idlenefs, orDrunkennefs, may be Reafons why a
Number of People are BEGcars, yet this Drowning, and perifbing for Want,
are fad Proofs that the general Caufe is NECESSITY.

And if any Perfon thinks thofe Proofs are infufficient, the great Numbers
of Thieves, Pickpockets, and common Proftitutes, which daily infeft this
Metropolis, will put the Matter beyond all Doubt; for their not being
Beggars, inftead of Thieves, &c. is owing to the different Effects which
NecessiTy produces in different People, according to their Turn of Mind,
Time of Life, ¢F¢c. and not to another Caufe: but then it will naturally be

' afked, How fo many People can be driven to Neceflity in the Midft of
Plenty, and how fuch Numbers of Men and Women can want Employment
while our Trade is {o great? — To which it may  be -anfwered, That

" Depravity of Manners is the Cause ; but I am humbly of Opinion, that zze
SouRrce of thefe EviLs, is in the very firft Liaw that was made 1o provide for
e Poor.

The Reader may poflibly be difpleafed at me for faying this, as it indicates
great Prefumption to entertain fuch an Opinion concerning Public Meafures
which have been fo long purfued ; but I hope it will be confidered, that
when a Law doth not fully anfwer the good Purpofes for which it was made,
there muft certainly be an Error or Defet in it of fome Kind or other ;
and that when fuch a Law hath been amended and enforced by a Number
of fubfequent Laws, without producing the defired Effects, it is a ftrong
Indication of fome Fundamental Error in the Firft; or rather, it is the
ftrongeft Proof that can be given of there being One ; fo that if I cannot
point out fome material Defect in our Policy with regard to the Poor, it will
not be, becaufe there is none.

There are many ancient Laws relating to 75z Poor of ENGLAND,
but the firt Law whereby they were univerfally and regularly provided for,
was made in the 43? Year of the Reign of Q. Elizabeth; and as that Law is
the Basis of all our Poor’s-Laws which have been fince made, I thall here
infert fo much of it as is neceffary to fhew the general Methods of Relieving

and Ordering our Poor, viz. -
s¢ Be
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« Be it enatted by the Authority of this prefent Parliament, that the
¢« Churchwardens of every Parith, and Four, Three, or Two fubftantial
¢« Houtholders there, as fhall be thought meet, having refpect to the
¢« Proportion and Greatnefs of the fame Parith and Parithes, to be
< nominated yearly in Eaffer Week, or within One Month after Eafter,
s¢ under the Hand and Seal of Two or more Juftices of the Peace in the
* fame County, whereof One to be of the Quorum, dwelling in or near
< the fame Parifh or Divifion where the fame Parith doth lie, thall be called
<« Overfeers of the Poor of the fame Parith : and they, or the greater Part
< of them, fhall take order from time to time, by and with the Confent of
¢ Two or more fuch Juftices of the Peace, as is aforefaid, for fetting to
«« work the Children of all fuch whofe Parents fhall not by the faid
¢« Churchwardens and Overfeers, or the greater Part of them, be thought
¢ able to keep and maintain their Children ; and alfo for fetting to work
¢« all fuch Perfons, married or unmarried, having no Means to maintain
¢ them, and ufing no ordinary and daily Trade of Life to get their Living
‘“ by: and alfo to raife Weekly, or otherwife ( by Taxation of ever;
¢ Inhabitant, Parfon, Vicar, and other, and of every Occupier of Lands
¢« Houfes, Tithes impropriate, Propriations of Tithes, Coal Mines o;
¢ faleable Underwoods in the faid Parith, in fuch competent Sum ,and
¢ Sums of Money as they fhall think fit) a convenient Stock of Flax
¢ Hemp, Wool, Thread, Iron, and other Ware and Stuff to fet the Poo;
“ onwork: and alfo competent Sums of Money for and towards the
¢ neceflary Relief of the Lame, Impotent, Old, Blind, and fuch other
¢ among them, being poor and not able to work, and alfo for the putting
¢ out of fuch Children to be Apprentices, to be githered out of the fame
¢ Parifh, and to do and execute all other ‘Things, as well for the difpoj:m 3
< of the faid Stock, as otherwife concerning the Premifes, as to them ﬂmﬁ
¢ {eem convenient. . . . . Statute 43 EL1z. Chap, 2. Seé. 1.

This is the general Method of providing for the Poor of England and
Wales, and this I take to be the fuperior and general Caufe of t}fere being
{o many Thieves, Proftitutes, and Beggars of late Years; for the Poor m;’
thereby feparated into fuch fmall Numbers, that by far the greater Part of
Fhem neither have been, nor are likely to be, Maintained and Employed
n a proper Manner : and as this muft have been krown 1 50 Years ago, to
the Inhabitants of lefs populous Parithes, in all or moft of the Counltaie; in
England, the long Continuance of this Policy is furprizing; but the
Inconveniences arifing from a Parochial Divifion of the Poor, were not fo
great before the Year 1660, as they have been fince, and that may be one
Reafon why it hath fubfifted fo long, }

For
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For during the Reigns of Q. Elizabeth, K. Fames 1. and K. Charles 1.
the lower and middle Clafles of Engli/h People did chiefly wear and ufe Linen
Cloth that was manufactured in England ; and as the neceffary Materials and
Implements for Linen Manufaturies were then common all over the Nation,
it was eafy to fet poor People to work, without being at the Charge of
Parochial Workhoufes. O/d Englifb Hofpitality was alfo a great Help to the
Poor in thofe Times, for fuch of them as could not be Maintained at the
Charge of their Parithes, were fed by the Bounty of the Nobility and
Gentry 5 fo that the Linen Manufaltury, the then thriving State of
EncLisu Weollen Manufagiuries, and great Hofpitality with good Oeconomy,
prevented a Parochial Separation of the Poor from producing any general
Inconveniences.

But the Republic of HorLanp being Eftablithed in 1648, high Duties
foon after laid on EncLi1su Woollen Manufattures, &c, in France, and
FRENCH LUXURIES introduced into ENGLAND, a fad Alteration
enfued here, which was chiefly owing to the Latter of thofe Things; for
Whoollen Stuffs were difcarded for Fremch Silks, home-made Linens, for
thofe of France, and-Englifh Beer, for French Wines; by which Vanity,
many Thoufands of Families were deprived of Employment: and thofe
LUXURIES being very expenfive, the former Hofpitality could not be
kept up, {o that the Means of Employment and Maintenance wafted away
as the Number of Poor increafed ; one Confequence of which fad Change,
was, that many Thoufands of Exglifb People, who had lived reputably or
comfortably, were then driven by Neceflity to fettle in Jreland, New
England, &c.

And the Number of Poor who ftayed in England, muft have been about
Two Hundred TrousanD, according to an Account of the then Poors-Rates,
inferted in Dr Davenans’s Effay on Ways and Means s exclufive of the poor
People who, it is reafonable to believe, were fupported by the Bougty' of
fuch among the Nobility and Gentry as perfevered in O/d Englifb Hofpitality:
but whatever the real Number of Poor was at that Time, there were more
than could be maintained, when the Linen Manufaftury was gone, the
Waollen Manufacluries decreafed, Hofpitality decayed, and Diftrefs prevailed
all over the Nation ; {o that many poor People were obliged to Wandelj from
one Part of the Country to another, cutting down Woods, committing other
Wafte, 5c, as appears by the Preamble ‘to Statute 13and 14 Charles IL
Chap. 12. .

Then it was, that the ill Confequences of a Parochial Separation of the
Poor firft appeared in a great Degree, and the Symptoms were fuch, as
would have led to the Root of the Difeafe; for the before mentioned

‘Preamble
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Preamble fets forth, that the poor People who left their own Parifhes, went
toothers in which there were the beft Means of Maintenance, as was
exiremely natural : o that if the Matter had been traced back, it would
undoubtedly have appeared, that thofe wandering People belonged to
Parifhes where they could not be Employed, or find any Means to live ;
and if this had been known to the Perfons then in Power, as it certainly

muft have been to the Inhabitants of many Parithes, a proper Remedy

would have been too obvious to be miftaken. :

But unhappily, the fad Neceflity that obliged thofe poor People to
wander about, had not due Weight, for the Nature of their Actions,
and not tbeir natural W ans, were principally attended to; in confequence
whereof, more Pains were taken to punifb BEccaRrs, than to reftrain,
by high Duties or other Sumptuary Laws, thofe ruinous Luxuries
which obliged Multitudes of People to beg: for by Se€tion 23 of the
aforefaid Statute, the Juftices of Peace in their Quarter Seffions, are
impowered to tranfport fuch Rogues, Vagabonds, and fturdy Beggars, as
fhall be duly convicted and adjudged incorrigible ; and as there were then
many Thoufands of poor unemployed People, whom their Parifhes could
not or would not maintain, it was eafy to convict them of being incorrigibie
RocuEes, Vacasonbps, or BEGGaRs.

For natural Neceflity obliged them to fearch for Means to fupport Life,
which could not be had without Stealing or Begging, fo that they had their
Choice of Hanging, Starving, or Tranfportation 3 and it is more owing to a
vaft Increafe in our Manufacturies and Foreign Trade, than to Amendments
in our Policy with regard to the Poor, that greater Numbers -of People are
not now driven to thofe horrid Alternatives: for a general Belief that the
Law hath effectually provided for all poor People, and that all able Perfons
may be employed if they will work, hath almoft put a Stop to giving Alms
in the Streets ; and the Defe@ of our Laws in not providing proper Methods
to diftinguith Rogues, cunning Beggars, and neceffitous Pegple, from each
other, doth prevent the Relieving of real Objects, efpecially if they are
able bodied. . o o ‘ _ o '

Nay, our Laws fecem to me to be worfe than defecive in this Refpec,
for the very A of Brcoing out of their own Parithes doth make People
Rogues and Vagabonds, according to Statute 12 Anne, Ch'2 23 but Words

~cannot alter the Nature of Actions, and as RELIGION, REASON, and

daily EXPERIENCE, tell us otherwife concerning this Matter, ‘it may
well be wondered that LAW contradits them : for Words will as foon
convince me, that 2 Rofeis a Thiftle, as that the A& of Beceing is Rocurry,

and as. 0 a Prefumption of GuiLT, it is not admitted in Cafes “of Theft,

P L ; Felony,
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Felony, Treafon, ot Murder y but the making of Rogues in Liaw, out of boneft
Men in NaTure, will appear in a clearer Light, when the principal ill
Confequences arifing from the Defeéts of our Policy in regard to the Poor
are pointed out. o

As to the Defec of our Poor’s-Laws, in not making Provifion for all
Giftreficd Perfons, or common Poor 3 that will plainly appear by the
following Extrat, from a Digeft of our pri»nc‘ipal Laws, iptitled, The
Fuftice of the Peace and Parifh Officer

« By the Statute of -the 43¢ Elizabeth, Chap. 2. The feveral Parifhes
¢ were required to maintain and employ their own Poor, under the Direction
<« of Two Juftices; in confequence whereof, before the Statute of C/oa'ﬂes II.
< the Juftices were wont to fend the Poor to their own Parifhes to be relieved
¢ and ordered : and there is no Power given by either of thofe Statutes,
« nor by any other, (except in the Cafe of Certificate Perfons, and in the
<« Cafe of contrading * as is herein after mentioned) ‘to the Churchwardens
« or Overfeers to relieve any Perfons out of their own Parith, much lefs
<< any Obligation upon them to exercife that Part of their Office out pf their
s own Jurifdiction.” . . . Vol. 1. Page 264 in the 1°* Edition. =~

Thus fpeaks the Reverend and Judicious Mr Burn, in regard to Legal
Provifion for Perfons when out of their own Parithes, as fome Hundred
Trousanps of working People probably are at all Times ; moft of whom
get'tdg‘e»ther a fmall Stock of Money before they leave their native Places,
and being then in Health and Strength, they may r_eafonably; hope'to
fupport themfelves by honeft Induftry : but Sicknefs, Want of Employment,
or other Misfortunes, bring great Numbers of thofe People to Poverty, when
they are far from Home, and frequently, in Places where they are not
known ; in which Cafes, according to Mr Burn’s Opinion, the ‘];_(."awvhath

not provided Relief, and yet if fuch diftrefled Perfons do feek for. it by
afking Charity, they are deemed by Law to be ROGUES and
VAGABONDS.. ' ’ ‘ _ -
As to there being Employment for all able People who will work, that
may be cither true or falfe, in regard to the whole Nation, for what
any one Perfon can poffibly know ; but it is certain that Thoufands of
common People are Unemployed, for the many Regifter Offices for Servants,
&c. in this Metropolis, do prove the Want of much Work, as well as a
Defire to find it : and great Numbers of thofe well-inclined People, are
undoubtedly driven to Extremities, but it is in vain for them to feek Relief
by afking Charity, becaufe they would then be deemed RocuEs, and
VacaBonDs; fo that they have nothing left for it, but Thieving,
Proftitution, or Starving, and Who will be to anfwer for What thofe
I o - diftrefled

* For Maintenance of thé Poor.

diftreffed Perf L5 )
iftreffed Perfons po or surrer : IER or
HEARTS ooty oo > tvhe great SEARCHER or ary
- Things which have a good Foundation, do gencrally thrive and orafier
but if a Judgment may be formed of the Penacl) Parts };fE 1;L1:€P22i,£i§jif~
by their ‘INVERTED Effects, the Conclufion will be very aﬁ“eé‘cin' J',
a.gd o lpng as the Law makes only @ Cobweb Pariition between STEALI\%C:
'and‘ B{acqrrrro, diftreffed People may well be expected not to make a ibz'c}c 73
in ‘t‘helr Minds, but to ‘take up either Trade, as. fuits them : and th;t
Thoufands of naturally well-inclined poor People have been driv-cn‘ by this
{trange PoLicy, to Stealing, inftead of afking Charity, 1 am ﬁrmlyp’erﬁ}l]aded
in my own Mind 5 for if meeting with lefs Hllma:nity from People of the
fame Nation,“t"han' wild Indians have frequently fhewn to Englijbré;eh; will
x;);ttxzz]jgia dxﬁreffcd »Perfop: STEAL _RELIEF , he muﬁ be'of a fuperior
For my own Part, I cannot help looking ydpon this Treatment of poor
People, as Repugnant to the DECREES of OMNIPOTENCE pand
as a vain antention againit the Necessities of Human NaTurE : and
~unt,llr every. dl‘f’.creifed' poor Perfon is intitled to Relief, upon the Conzlition
of wqulgg,‘.}f able fo'to’do, - it is as réafonable to‘éxp‘e& Obedience -to-
Law againft EATING and DRINKING, as againft BEGGIN G‘ ans
STEALING: for fad Experience in this Metropolis' too “plainly fhews
that LAWand 'I?ISEASE, do not end wretched Lives vastrr, than otfe)-;
are made WRETCHED, to the great Concern” of all gciod’,Peo;Jle 3 andJ as

‘thefe “are ‘the deadly ‘Fruits ‘of SEVERITY, their - Off '
‘them a dreadful Proof, that HUMAN LAW rive et e maketh
and Efficacy from RELIGION, EQUITY, and HUMANITY

WS derive:their greateft Force

This, the Hiftories of various Ages and Countries /i '
frqm §h§nce‘ the greaﬁ Lord Bamn‘ha%h taken Occafion ?j ‘E}}A ;/2:: i; ﬂt' ?}; Z? 2‘
are generally too bufy with their Laws and not' bufy ‘enough with EpucaTion
to Wthl:l‘I fhall add, fome Extracts from the Discoursz of that Rj ht:ob:i,
Judge Sir Matthew Hale, concerning the Poor, for they are fo ’athget' : lls
exprefled that I cannot help inferting them. ‘ - Py

Gm;emmg the Makiﬂg of Provifion Jor the Poonr,
« A due Care for the Relief of the Poor is an A& ‘
- towards Almighty Ged, who requires it of us: He
as his Pupils, and the Rich as his Stewards to P
one of thofe great Tributes that. he
« Mankind | they ¢
“ the Poor.

» 1. of great Piety
He hath left the Poor
e rovide for them: It is
fe g Jultly. requires from the reft of
3 which, becaufe they cannot ‘pay to him; he hath fcattered
amongft .,cbe reft of Mankind ﬁa,sf.his-SubI’c_icutes -and Receivers. -

&< 2. It
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« o, It is an A& of greateft Humanity among Men. Mercy and
Benigpity is due to the very Beafls that ferve us, much more to thofe
¢ that are Partakers of the fame common Nature with us.

« g, ITtis an A& of great Civil Prudence and Political Wifdom : for
¢ Poverty init felf is apt to emafculate the Minds of Men, or at leaft it
¢ makes them tumultuous and unquiet. Where there are many Poor, the
« Ricu cannot long or fafely continue sucw; Neceffity renders Men of
« phlegmatic and dull Natures ftupid and indifciplinable; and Men of
« more fiery or active Conftitutions rapacious and defperate.

~
~

"

~

-

Concerning the Provifion made for the Poor of England,

« At this Day it feems to me that the Engli/b Nation is more deficient
« in their prudent Provifion for the Poor than any other cultivated and
¢ Chriftian State; at leaft that have fo many Opportunities and Advantages
< to fupply them. ‘

Concerning the Penal Parts of the Poor’s-Laws éf England

¢ s We have very fevere Laws againft Begging, the very Giver
s being in fome Cafes fubjet to a Penalty by the Statute of 1 Fames 1.
<« Chap. 17. but it takes little Effect. ~And indeed as the Cafe ftands with
<« ys, it is no Reafon it fhould : for what Man that is. of Ability can have
« the Confcience to deny an Alms, or to bring a Wanderer to the Punithment
« direfted by that Statute, and the Statute of 39 Elizabeth, when he cannot
«« choofe but know that there is not that due Courfe provided, or at leaft
< ufed, that Perfons neceflitous, and able to work may have it ; indeed
s were there a clear Means pra&ifed for the imploying poor Perfons, it
« were an uncharitable A&ion to relieve them in a Courfe of Idlenefs.
« But when I do not know there is fuch a Provifion, I dare not deny my
s« Relief, becaufe I know not whether without it he may be ftarved with
s¢ Hunger, without bis own Default. .
<« We have alfo very fevere Laws againft: Theft, poflibly more fevere
<t than moft other Nations; yea, and than the Offence” in itfelf fimply
« confidered deferves 5 and theré is litdle to be faid in the DErence of the
« SEVERITY of the Law berein, but the Multitude of the Offenders and
« the Defign of the Law rather to terrify than to punith, #z metus in omnes,
« pana in paucos : But it is moft apparent that the Law is FRUSTRATED
« of its DesioN therein 3 for although more fuffer at one Seffions at Newgate
¢ for Stealing and Breaking up Houfes, and Picking of Pockets, and fuch
' ¢ other
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¢ other Larcenies out of the Protetion of Clergy, than fuffer in fome other
« Countries for all Offences in three Years, yet the Jayls are never the
¢ Emptier : Neceflity and Poverty, and want of a due Provifion for the
¢ Imployment of indigent Perfons, and the Cuftom of a loofe and idle
¢ Life, daily fupply with Advantage the Number of thofe who are taken
¢ off by the Sentence of the Law : and doubtlefs as the Multitude of Poor

¢ and neceflitous and uneducated Perfons, increafe, ' the Multitude o;'
¢ Malefactors will increafe, morwithftanding the Examples of SEVERITY

~ ¢ So that upon the whole Account, the Pradence of PrEviNTION, a5 it

« is more Chriftian, fo will it be more effeCtual than ke Prudence of
¢« Remepy: The Prevention of Poverty, IDLENESS, and « loafe and
¢ diforderly EpucaTion, even of poor Children, would DO MORE
“ GOOD ro tais KINGDOM, than all the Gibbcs, and Cauterizations
¢ and Whipping-Pofts, and Fayls in this Kingdom, and would render thef;
¢ Kinds of Difciplines lefs neceffary and lefs frequent.”

Thus fpoke a Lorp Curer Justice of ENGLAND, who was ay
Howvour %0 Human NATURE.

Happy would it have been for this Nation, if that great Inc
in the Reign of King Charles the Second, had led t?) a Ren:f)a\leofogot%t
Caufe, inftead of fruitlefs Endeavours to prevent the Effe®; for thofe
Symptoms of the Difeafe which were then plain and ftriking, have fince
been made fo perplexing, by a vaft Increafe in our Trade from the Year
1688, that they admit of different Conclufions : becaufe it is difficult to
conceive how {fo many People can . want EmploYment in the Midft of a
flourithing Trade, and therefore it may well be concluded, that Depravity F'
of Manners is the Cause; but when the Matter comes to be traced, Ste
by Step, and the different Circumftances of this Nation cénﬁdered, ;t Wiﬁ
more plainly appear, that Depravity is the EFFECT of our Poor’s-Liaws

The Number of Parithes in England and Wales is about TN THOUSAND:
and the Numbers of poor People who are to be Maintained and Employeci
in each of thofe Parifhes refpectively, are very unequal.

The Inhabitants of thofe Parithes are likewife very unequal in refpe@ of |
Ability to Maintain their Poor ; and they are Maintained better or
according to the Difpofitions of Parith-Officers.

The Inhabitants of about Ning Trousanp of thofe Parifhes, live either
in Villages, or in Farm, €. Houfes at fome Diftance from each other,
or partly colletted, and partly difperfed. ’

. The principal Inhabitants of thofe Nine Thoufand Rural Parifhés are
chiefly Employed in Agriculture, &, and cannot, without much Prej,udice
to their own Bufinefs, give due Attention to the Ordering of their Poor.
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Some Thoufands of thofe Parithes have fo few able Poor to maintain,
that it cofts them lefs Money to keep their Poor in Idlenefs, than they would
have to pay, if their Poor were fet to Work.

, Great Numbers of thofe Parifhes would lofe, if they were at the Charge
% of building a Workhoufe ; though they might fave by having One, if they
had a proper Building for that Purpofe.

Confiderable Numbers of thofe Parifhes neither have nor can get, proper
Materials to Employ their Poor, or proper Perfons to govern them ;-
without being at a greater Expence than would be repaid by the Labour
of their able Poor. .

The bare Reading of thefe feven laft Paragraphs will be fufficient to
convince many Perfons, that a Parochial Separation of the Poor, doth
prevent the greater Part of them from being Employed ; for the principal
Inhabitants of every Parifh, have one common Intereft in regard to their
Poor, which is, 70 RELIEVE and ORDER them in the Way that will make
their Poor’s-Rates THE LEAST : and as, unhappily, the Law hath made it
the Intereft of about Nine Parithes in Ten, to keep their Poor IDLE (fince
the Removal of the Linen Manufaétury) they have accordingly kept them
fo; the ill Effeé&ts of which have been, much bard Heartednefs toward’
difireffed Perfons, common Poor, &c. and in confequence thereof, a very
great Increafe of Thieves, Proftitutes and Beggars.

As to the firft of thefe ill Effeéts, it is to be confidered, that the greateft
Tart of the Poor’s-RaTes of England and Wales, are paid by Freebolders,
Farmers, Merchants and Tradefmen 3 which feveral Claflfes of Men go HlsanTeDNEsss that produces 1nr, Tmgamars g o

) ¢ erfoits,

: ~ through great Labm?r or‘Fanguc.: of Body or ‘l.VImd, accordmg to then". common Poor, &c. and this makes them turn Tu
i Stations, fo that their being obliged to maintain poor People in Idlenefs % BEGGARS. :
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to their finding or not finding Work, or their Living by Begging or Stealing
when out of their own Parifhes, thofe are "Things which they muft Ioolélé,
or the Law will look to them. ' | ’

Far be it from me, to fuppofe that this is the Cafe in moft Parifhes, or that
there are not many worthy and charitable Perfons in every Parifh, but that
fu'ch Prattices prevail in various Places is certain; and even in this opulent
City, poor People are daily hunted out of one Parith into another, in fuch
a Manner, that a Stranger would think they have the Plague or a Peftilential
Difeafe upon them : but the doing of this inhuman Work, is ufually p\?t
upon the Parifh-Beadles, who have not only general Orders to be difivenr
but underftand that Saving of Money is acceptable to the Par 28" to

; ' b5 and as to
a poor Man or Woman being hunted out of one Parith, and pyivg for

WanT, in the next, why, # is a Jad Thing, TO BE SURE, but the
Overfeers comfort themfelves with not knowing of the DISTR ES’S .
Certainly the Condition of NEGR OES in our Sugar [flands is more
eligible, than that of many & Freeborn Englifb Max or Woman is made, b
fuch wicked Praétices as are here mentioned ; and if a Treatment .th;.t i}sf
not only wzjuft in its Becinnine, but totally devoid of common Humanity in
the Exp, will not deprave the Manners of Poor Prop i E, they are not
depraveable : but the Contrary is known by fad Experience in this Nation
and any Perfon who will coolly confider thefe Matters, may fee, that thé
Depravity of poor People proceeds from the depraved Treatment,of them ;
fo thata Parochial Separation of the P oo R, is the Caufe of mar 1;
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muft be difgufting : and though the well-educated or liberal-hearted among
them, may not from thence receive any hard Prejudices concerning the Poor,
but confider the Maintenance of them asa Duty of Life; yet, thofe Perfons

who have either been bred up in narrow Notions, or are naturally covetous -

or litigious, or find great Difficulties to fupport their Families, are fure to
be difgufted by fuch Means. ’

And when People of thefe latter named Difpofitions or Circumftances.

have a turbulent and noify Man among them, more fenfible or better difpofed
Perfons are borne down in Parochial Bufinefs; in confequence whereof,

Expedients of one Kind or other are made ufe of, to keep the Poor’s-Rates .

as low as may be, and the Shame it is for able People to live in Idlenefs, is
to be preached to the Poor: or if they are Proof againft fuch Reproaches,
as a Willingnefs to work may well make them, they are to be driven, by
Brow-beating, fbort Allowance, or Threals, to feek for Employment; and as

to

Great Good was expe@ted from the Authority given in the Ninth Year
of 'the Reign of his late Majefty, to ere& a Workhoufe in every Parith, or
for lefler Parifhes to unite in ereting joint Ones ; and the Inhabitant’s of
many Parithes have found their Account in fo doing’; but I mwuch doubt
whether there now are, or ever will be, One Thoufand of fuch Workhoufes in all
England : for according to a printed Account of the Parochial Workhoufes
Eftablithed in Nine Years, after the {aid Authority was given there were not
then Two Hundred in the whole Nation ; and as moft of the,m belonged to
(;i;;les or Magk‘c;tI—Towns, it is a Sort of Proof, that fuch Workhou?és are
either unprofitadle to, orimproper for, Eipi ne Rur: ifhes
i Eﬂglmi)l Ohiabe tor, prop > Eight Thoufand of the Rural Parifhes

For though there undoubtedly arc fome poor People to be Maintained at
the Parochial Charge, in each of thofe Parifhes, yet, one or more of theL

Obftacles already mentioned, do prevent ereting of Workhoufes; fo thae
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if Law doth not make it the INTErEsT of the wealthy and the fubftaritial
Provry of England and Wales, to Employ their Poor, the greater Part of
tliem will continue in IpLENESS, as they have long done: for Frecholders
and Farmers know the Value of Trime and Money too well to be frequently
meeting about the Management of Workbonfes, when they can maintain
their Poor by Weekly, &c. Allowancesy and if Rural Parithes where the
Numbers of Poor are confiderable, have not fuch Gentlemen in them as
give Attention to Parochial Bufinefs, -there ‘will be but few Workhoufes
eftablifhed in thofe Parithes. s e ‘

I have now traced the general Caufes of thefe Evils, from their frft
Source, & Parechial Scparation of the Poor, to their ultimate Effe&ts, an
Inereafe of Thieves, common Proftitutes, and Beggars ; and therefore thall next
confider, what Alterations in the State of England, fince the ‘Reign of
Q. Elizabeth, have co-operated with the Caufes: alréady mentioned, in
making thefe Evils fo extenfive, ’ :

In the Reign of Queen Elizabeth, the common People of England did
moft of them continue in the Neighbourhoods of thofe Cities, Towns, or
Parithes, where they were born and brought up; for there was not at that
Time any confiderable Difference between the Quantities of Employment
in different Places, other than was made - by the Woollen Manufatturies in
particular Towns, &, and as thofe ManufaGuries had been long eftablifhed,
or gradually increafed, they did not caufe any material. Flux or Reflux of

Working People to or from the faid Towns, or elfewhere; nor was there .

any confiderable Refort of Country People o London, _excepting when the
Plague had made great Devaftations, for this City was then recruited by.its
own Stock of Inhabitants.

So that there were very good Reafons for moft of the common People of
England to ftay in the Cities, Towns, or Parifhes, where they were born,
but none for their travelling about the Nation 5 becaufe moft Parts thereof
had a Proportion of Hufbandmen, Ariificers, Linen Manyfacturers, &c, who.

were {ufficient to carry on Zericulture, neceflary T'rades, Linen Manufatturies,

&c. and as to the inland Travelling caufed by Foreign Trade, it was very
inconfiderable, for the then ExporTs from England did almoft wholly
conlift of Woollen Manufastures, Tin and Lead; of which C ommodities
there were not more than about Ore-fourth Par fo many Exported at that -
Time, as there have been of late Years, nor were F oreign Commodities then
common here,

"This being the State of Exgland, in regard to the Means of Employing
common working People, in the Reign of Queen Elizabeth, the Regulations
in the Poor’s-Law then made were of Courfe accommodated to it; and as

‘ ' the
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the Inhabitants of moft Parifhes were equally capable of Emiploying their
Poor, in Agriculiure, Spinning of Moo, Lemp, Flax, &c there was very
little Reafon for removing poor People out of their Pa}nﬂacs: efpemally, as
Power was given by the faid Law, to raife Money in wealthy I":mfhes‘
toward maintaining the Poor of other Parifhes wh@'e Poverty prevailed, fo
that the Policy was good wpon the IWkole 3 becaufe it was fo.we]l adap.ted to
the State, at that Time, of thofe Circumftances, upon Wh.lCh Propriety oz
Impropricty in this Cafe depend, that no general Inconveniences could arife
thegcfl-ﬁz?;.and good Policy then required, that common People ﬂ}ould be
difcouraged from wandering about the Kingdom, becaufe moft Parifhes had
Employment proportionable to their Numbers, fo‘ that they fu.f’fered“ by
working People coming from other Parifhes ; and this, together with a Law
that forbid all labouring People (excepting licenfed Glafs-Men ) to travel,
made the Punithment of wandering Beggars {fomewhat EQI,J-ITABLE : but
the REASON upon which this Policy doth from hence evidently appear
to have been founded, hath been gone almoft a Hundred Years,. and yet
the POLICY is ftill continued ; for the modern State of England, in refpect
to the {everal Matters before mentioned, differs as much from the State
thereof in the Reign of Queen Elizabeth, as the Sea in a STorM doth frorp

in a CaLm.

the’I?}iz Inhabitants of moft Counties and even Neighbourhoods,‘ did then
grow their own Cor, breed their own Catile, make their own Linen Cloth,
manufacture ol for their own Cloathing, &¢. and from then‘cc arofe an
Equality between the Quantities of Employment in moft Counties, &. in
Proportion to their Extent and Fertifity, for Lanp was then the chief
Means of Maintenance: but of late Years, Cor# is grown in one County,
Cattle bred in another, Cheefe made in a third, Buiter in a fourth, I{/bollen
Manufagturies confined to a few Counties, but no Linen Manufaftury in any
County ; by which feveral Means, thevInhabltants of each County and
Neighbourhood are become dependent on a N}lmbel' of th€e others, the

Equality of Employment is deftroyed, and the Liznen Manufactury loft.
Now though that Lofs hath been much more than ballanced, ipar the
Whale, by a vaft Increafein feveral Old Employments, and the Addition of
many New Ones, yet it is not EQUALLY made up to every County, &7c.
for one Diftri&t of the Country gives Maintenance to ‘Tfn ‘1“17'1253 as many
People as LIVE in i, and another Rural Diftri&t hath Eve Times as many
Inhabitants as the L.anp will maintain : fo that Multitudes of common
working People cannot be Employed in their native Places,. nor conftantly
in any one Place, but muft travel from County to County, in order to find
R Employment
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Employment 3 and the Increafe of LONDON, or fome other Caufes, have
made fuch a Difproportion between the Number of Burials and Chriftenings
therein, that it is computed to want Eicut TrousaND New Inbabitants
YEARLY.

From thefe feveral Alterations in the State of England, f{ince the Reign
of Queen Elizabeth, vaft and continual Fluxes and Refluxes of the common
Working People thereof muft neceffarily follow ; and as great Numbers of
thofe People are, by Accidents and not their own Default, reduced to
Neceflity, in Places where they neither are intitled to, nor can obtain
Relief, they are thereby driven to Theft or Proftitution : fo that the Increafes
in our ManuvracTurIies and ForeioN TRADE, which are in themfelves
NarionaL BLessines, have, by wrong Policy in regard to our Poor, ben
made the Caufes of Deftruétion to "THOUSANDS 3 and thofe Evils, though
widely extended by the faid wrong Policy, are fpread to a much greater
Extent than they otherwife would be, by the modern DEPOPULATING
POLICY of Inclofing Common Fields, &c.

As to Inclofing WasTte-Lanps, and the fuperfluous Parts of LarcE
Commons, there are many Inftances wherein the fame is very beneficial to
the Kingdom, and perhaps none where it is hurtful ; but whoever imagines
that the Nation receives real Benefit from all Inclofures of thefe two Sorts,
will find himfelf much miftaken, when he thoroughly confiders the Matter:
for a Gentleman may gain One Thoufand Pounds a Year by making fuch
Inclofures, without adding One Perfon to the NuMBER oF PEOPLE, or One
Penny a Year to the National WEaLTH ; becaufe the Improvement of
fome Lands, decreafes the Value of other Lands which have been long
improved ; for if People buy more Corn, Cattle, &c. from the Former,
they will buy fo much lefs from the Latter.

If by fuch an Improvement in Cambridgefbire; One Thoufand Quarters

of Wheat are there annually grown,  which would otherwife have been

fupplied from Hertfordfbire, the Nation is not thereby inriched ; or if by
Improvements in 2ork/bire, One Thoufand Head of Caule, Sheep, 8&c. are
there bred, which would otherwife have been fupplied from Lincolnbire, the
Nation is not a Gainer by that Means ; becaufe the Quantities of Corz,
Beef, &c. ExporTEeD will be juft the fame, and the Quansities of
EmproyMENT cqual, for Farmers, &c. do not grow Corn or breed Castle
at Ranpom, but as they are wantep; and as to a temporary Gain of-
Employment, by Hedging and Ditching for Inclofures, that is ballanced
by a permanent Lofs of Labour, in not having Corz to carry, or Caf[Ze to
drive, as before.

So
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So that though the Nation hath undoubtedly been much inriched, upon
the Whole, by the Inclofure of #afte-Lands, and Parts of large Cenmons,
yet, there may be many Inftances where it hath not gained at all; for in
the Cafes before ftated, ImprovEMENT is only aGame at Prorit andLoss,
between the Gentlemen, Frecholders, Farmers, or Grafiers, of Two
CouNTIES, in which oneSide Losks as the other cains: and I believe that
many Gentlemen whofe Eftates lie in midland or long improved Counties,
neither do nor can lett a Number of their Farms at hwher Rents than their
Grandfathers lett them; the general Reafon whereof is, that fo many wafte
or ill-improved Lands have been better cultivated, as to prevent thofe
Gentlemen from receiving their Shares of Advantage from the Increafe of
Foreign Trade.

But I think that the Inclofure of Common FirLps, or the WroLE of any
Common that contributes toward the Maintenance of poor labouring
Families, is Ruinous in Poricy and Cruel in NaTuRE ; becaufe the Motive
to, and Confequence of fuch Inclofure, is, that fome Avaritious Man may
buy out all thofe valuable Families, from the little Inheritances to which
they owe their Exiftence : for a PorTion of Common Land, or a RicHT of
Commoning, is a CERTAIN MEANS to half-maintain the Wife and Children
of a labouring Man, as he can build-or rent a Cottage, if he hath not one
and he is almoft as certain of getting the other Half of a Family’s
Maintenance, ‘by Labour, fo that fuch Men do moft of them marry, and
each breed up fix, eight, ten, &c. ftout and hardy Children.

To fmall Portions of Land, Rights of Commoning, and Cottages,
England is much indebted for the mighty Atchievements in War, which
are recorded in the Annals of the Englifh Nation ; for the Men who were
bred by thofe Means, being brave in Nature, hardily brought up, and
inured to Tolil, they had all the Requifites to being terrible in Arms, as
various Nations have found them: and there being a Common Ficld, or
Common, belonging to each or moft of the Parithes in England, is a clear
Proof of the Importance that fuch Families were anciently thought to be;
as well as of the deep Wifdom of ancient Policy in giving the rooresT Men
a certain and unalienable InterEesT in thir COUNTRY, for the
CorTaGER’ Hut and fmall Portion of Land were as much to him, as
a Caftle and Barony were to a LORD. ,

By this wife Policy, the different Counties of England were well-peopled,
cultivated by their proper Inhabitants, and prote&ted from Tumults or
Infults, excepting in Time of Civil Wars, Oppreflion, &c. for it was the

- true Intereft of thofe hardy Men to live peaceably, and to guard the Country

againit all Invaders, becaufe they had their #7vzs and C//z/drm, Cotlages ard
: Land,
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Land, vo perenp @ and we do not find that Six Trousanp ba'f-armed
balf-flarved Respes of another Nation got into the Fleart of England, and
out of it again, without more than a Skirmith with a few Squadrons of
Cavalry s for that Number of fuch Enemies, inftead of traverfing County
after County with Impunity, and alarming Half the Nation, would not
have been a Breakfaft for an ancient Poffe Comitatus.,

Certainly when this glaring Proof of NaTionar WEaKNEss is confidered,
the Wisnow and Goonwness of His Most Gracious MAJESTY iy
recommending from tH: TuronE, the Eftablithment of a more ufefu}
Miritia, muft excite the deepeft Senfe of Gratitude in all His Sus JECTS::
but unlefs a Stop be put to the IncLosurE of Common Fierps, &Fc. and
to the DeropuraTing PracTice of letting sEVERAL FarMs 7o ONE
Farmer, the FARMERS and the COTTAGERS of England will be fo
diminifhed, that they can neither T1LL tbe Lanp norGuarp the CounTRY:
and if thofe Gentlemen who have affociated for zbe Prefervation of Gams,
would ¢onfider what a rine Game they are preparing for GOTHS
or GAULS, I am perfuaded they would be more attentive to she
Preservation of their COUNTRY, than of Hares and Partridges.

As the Matters here mentioned are of - the greateft Importance to the
Safety and Happinefs of this Nation, it will be neceffary to .infert fome
Extradts from our ancient Laws concerning Hufbandry, Farms, Cottages, &,
and the following Extrac from a Law made in the Reign of K. Henry VII.
contains a very good Specimen of O/d Englifp Poricy in regard to the
RIGHT WAY of improving Lanps; for what is now called Improving of
Land, was anciently called DepopuraTioN 3 and that, I fear, hath been,
or will be the Confequence of a very confiderable Part of our modern
Improvements.

¢ Item. Forasmuch as it is to the King Our Sovereign Lord great
¢ Surety, and alfo to the Surety of this Realm of England, that the Ifle of
‘¢ Wight in the County of Seuth. be well inhabited with Englifb People, for
¢¢ the Defence as of his ancient Enemies of the Realm of Framce, as of
¢ other Parties ; the which Ifle is lately decayed of People, by Reafon that
¢ many Towns and Villages been beaten down, and the Fields ditched and
¢ made Paftures for Beafts and Cattle : and alfo many Dwelling Places,
¢ Ferms and Fermholds, have of late Time been ufed to be taken in one
* Man’s Hold and Hands, that of old Time were wont to be in many
“ feveral Perfons Holds and Hands, and many feveral Houtholds kept in
* them, and thereby much People multiplied, and the fame Ifle thereby

"~

~

- well inhabited, the which now by the Occafion aforefaid is defolate and

* not inhabited, but occupied with Beafts and Cattle; fo that if hafty
¢ Remedy
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“ Remedy be not provided, that Ifle cannot be kept and defended, but
«¢ will be open and ready to the King’s Enemies, which God forbid. For
« Remedy whereof it is ordained, €. . . .. That no Man Should take more
< than ONE Farm, which was not to be above the yearly Value of TEwn
¢ MAaRKsS. Statute 4 Henry VII, Chap. 16. ‘

By a general Law made in the fame Year <« It was ordained, enadted,
¢ and eftablithed, that no Perfon, of .what Eftate, Degree, or Condition

“ he be, that hath any Houfe or Houfes, that at any Time within

¢« Three Years paffed, hath been or that now is, or that hereafter fhall be
¢ lett for Farm with Twenty Acres of Land at leaft, or more, lying in
¢ Tillage and Hufbandry, that the Owner and Owners of every fuch
<« Houfe and Houfes and Land, to keep, fuftain, and maintain Houfes
¢¢ and Buildings upon the faid Ground, and Land convenient and neceffary
¢ for maintaining and upholding of the faid Tillage and Hufbandry, e,
¢ Upon Forfeiture of balf the Value of the Iffues and Profits of any fuck Lands,
“ whereof the Houfe or Houfes be not fo maintained and Juffained. . ., Statute
4 Henry VIL. Chap. 1g9. »

~

‘A LAWS C’oncemiﬂg C OITTAGES.

~¢¢ It is alfo to be inquired of Cottages, that is to fay, What Cottages
¢ and Curtelages * they hold, and by what Service, and how much they
¢ do.pay by the Year for all their Cottages and Curtelages. — Statute
4 Edward 1. Se&ion 10. o o
" ¢ And where in divers Counties of this Realm, there hath been builded
¢ upon Commons, or wafte Grounds, certain neceflary Houfes with
¢ Ground, under the Quantity of Three Acres, and not above Three
¢« Acres, inclofed to; and with the fame; and in fome Place there s

¢ inclofed a Garden, Orchard, -or, Pond, - out of, or in fuch Wattes, or .

<" Grounds, which exceed not the Quantity of Two Acres, or thereabouts, -
¢ which doth no Hurt, and yet is much Commodity to the Owner thereof
¢ and to others: be it therefore enacted by the Authority aforefaid, €,
That fuch Houfes Sball remain, fand, and abide; byt if any of them bave more
“ than Three Actes of Land inclofed; the Querplus thereof may belaid ‘open by
 the Owner of the Wafte® Stat, 3.and 4 Edward VI, Chap. 3. Sea. 5.
‘No Perfon fhall build any Cottage for Habitation without laying Four
Acrzs of Lanp toit, that is his or her own Frechold ; upon Forfeiture of
Ten Pounds, and Forty Shillings a Month fo long as the Cottage fhall be

S occupied.

~
-

* Pieces of Ground adjoining to Dwelling Houfes.
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' ' ilies than One

i Il not be any Inmate or more Fami : .
?Ccupled' e_Cg;lt‘:;: ﬁiun or To BE MADE or ereCted ; upon Forfeiture of
1913 ang’bi?;;” s a Month by the Owner or Occupier of any fuch Cot.tage to the
Lzzrd of tl‘fe Leet, fo long as fuch Inmate fhall dwell as aforefaid. — But
thi 1 notextendto o « o ¢ v v v v v v ot e v e e
o Smetsu :i .C{g:?ei TownsCorporate, ancient Boroughs, or Mar.ket Towns.
C.——Ottag for Wo;kmen in Mineral Works, Coal Mines, Quarries; or for

Brick or Tile-Makers; if thofe Cottages are not more than O“nev

Mile from the Places of Work. - R

e Withinl One Mile of the Sea, or upon the S'lde' of a nav:gab]e

River, if they are inhabited by Seamen, Ship-Builders, &ec.
—= made in Forefts, Chaces, Warrens, or Parks, foxj the Underkeepers
C ] 9 ‘ ? ‘
Warreners thereof. ‘

inh::;)rited by Herdfmen, Shepberds, or poor;, lame, fick, aged or

impotent Perfons. : .
wl1;£p§1§11 be for any juft Refpect decreed to continue, by the

Juftices of Affize or Juftices of Peace in open Aflizes or Quarter

Seffions. —The Purport of Statute 31 Elizabeth, C.hap. 7-

Many other of our ancient -Laws cencemi'ng Hufbandry, Farms,
Depo ula};ion &c. are highly deferving of Attention, I?ut thefe Extr;&{:
wilLi7 ge a fuﬂ,icient Foundation for the following O:ferl\?txcin; 3 ;nch”t:gee a;d

‘ ‘ i ' f that Negle&t of 7i

ings to be taken Notice of are, the Caufe;s of t _ Tille

gr};lfzgesnce to Pafture, which occafioned the making of Law after Law, to
t @ Decay of HUSBANDRY. ' v : |
Pr?;ehne great a)r’)dfunequal Plenty of WooLr iz E-NQL?N D, :352:32:
ior ( ’ ich i n in fome p .,
ith the fuperior Goodnefs of that which is grown i |
glii’chrigtsi arg the chief CAUSES of a Neglelt of TILLAGE{rand (I:’rey"ir]e:(;; }t’a
: i ies of that neceffary Com 2
PasTurk 3 for the Want in other Countries o y Cor 7

/b W d the unequal Goodnefs of it, cau

creates a Demand for Engli/b Woot, an uf
i i “Sorts than of others : in

ter Home and Foreign Confumption of fome .
zor%g:u?r-lce whereof, the greateft Numbers of Sheep are bred in th(}gc? Pajts
is of fuch a Nature as to give Finenefs,
of England, where the Grafs, &c. is o : give Finencf
hich feed upon it; and from
th, &c. to the WooL of the Sheep w .
gx?fce,followed the DEPOPULATION of thofe I}AN}I?dezzclioe:g;:
i ' re :
r for SuEgp, ¢ for where in fome Towns Two Hun

fojviviypcfcm{;ied and, lived by their lawful Labours, now };een there

« occupied Two or Three Herdfmen.”  Statute 4 Hﬁ:}ﬂj’ VII. 1? apci ll) 9.

Such DepopuraTion of the CounTRrY, Was indeed fo of;ve dyfzm
INcrREASE of PropLE in thofe Towns where WooL was manufactured, for

g by Neceffity ;
the difcarded Farmers and Hufbandmen were drwep. there by Ne byut
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but THREE EVILS arofe from Juch ALTERATIONS: for Part of the
ool being exported Raw, the Manufactury of it was loft to £ N GLAND,
fo that thofe difcarded Farmers and Hufbandmen were deprived of Wory :
the COUNTRY wgs 2lf6 DEPRIVED of its PROPER GUARD, for
there were only Two or Three SHEPHER DS occupied in a DiftrieF of LAND
which, when TILLED, had &iven Employment and Maintenance 15 Two
Hundred PEOPLE; and the faid Two Hundred People, or their Pofterity,
if not EXTIRPATED for want of MEANS f0 L1vE, were obliged to buy Corz,
&c. from others, inftead of growing it for themfelves, which caufed
frequent DEARTHS of CORN 4nd VICTUALS.

THREE fuch great and national Evivs as thefe,
that wife Prince, K. Henry VIL and a Remedy was accordingly provided
for them, by the two excellent Laws before extraGed from; which Laws
were enforced by feveral others made in the Reigns of K. Henry V1II, Q.
Elizabeth, &ec. in the latter of which Reigns they were declared to be,
very good and profitable Laws (5" Elizabeth Chap. 24, : and though King
Henry VIII. was a very extravagant Prince, and run great Lengths in many
Refpects, yet, he attended to M ans Pproper for preventing the NATIONAL,
STRENGTH from going 1o DECAY; for by a Law made in the 25!
Year of his Reign, Chap. 229, it was enacted, That for every Fifty, Forty,
or Thirty AcrES of LAND, there fhould be builded, One fuffcions
TENEMENT mete for An wonEsT MAN !0 DWELL IN. o
- But the faid Law did not extend to all England, becaufe the feveral
Parts thereof are fo unequally fertile, that Fifty Acres of Land in fome
Counties produce more than One Hundred Acres in others ; and therefore
the building of Farm-Houfes as aforefaid, was reftricted to the Thirteen

rich Counties hereafter named, and to the e of 7#ight, all of which are
fpecified in the laft Se@ion of that Law, viz,

were enough to alarm

Lincoln, Rutland, Oxford,
Nottingham, Northampton, Bers,
Leicefler, Bedford, Worcefler,
Warwick, Buckingbam, Hertford,

Cambridge, . . . and, the Ifle of Wight.

In regard to COTTAGERS, it appears by a Statute made in the
Fourth Year of K. Edward 1. 4. D. 1276, before extracted from, That
they were anciently of Confideration, and Part of the Conftitution ; in
which Lights they continued to be Jooked upon, in the Reign of K, Eduw, VI.
and Cottages built upon Wastr-Laxy DS, without Cos

: ifent of the Quwners
thereof, were then deemed to be NECESSARY Houfes : for the Support of

which,
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which, TarEE AcrES of Lanp were allowed to be and remain inclofed ;
(o that inftead of Fine or Punifbment, for Trefpafs or Imrufion, thofe
CorracERs acguired s RicuT /0 their TENEMENTS ; the EQUITY of
which Meafure is manifefted, by declaring that thofeTenements did no Hurr,:

and the GOOD POLICY thereof is thewn, by faying they were muck

ComyoniTy fo the OwNERs and to OTHERS. .
" The Statute 31 Elizabeth, Chap. 7. hath this forbidding Title, <« A
< /8 againft the Eretting and Maintaining of CorTacss,” fo that it feems
as if infended to prevent the Increafe and Continuance of them; inftead
whereof, it is an increafing Law under a forbidding TrriLe; for as Two
Families were not thereby -allowed to live in One Coftage, new Cottages
muft neceflarily be built for the unhoufed Families : and thofe new Cottages
were to be fuch as afforded the Families which lived in them competent
Means of fubjifting by nonesT INDUSTRY, for Four AcrEs of LanD were.
to be annexed to each CorTack; excepting to Cottages in Towns, &c.
and Cottages which were inhabited by People who worked in Mines, or
were employed in Seafaring Bufinefs, &F¢. as mentioned in the preceding
Abftraét of that Statute. : :

By this admirable Policy, Hu/bandmen and other common People were
kept difperfed all over the Country, fo that each Neighbourhood muft

neceflarily have a competent Number of them ; and fuch of thofe Country -

People as could not be Employed in Hu/bandry Bufinefs, were in a Manner
obliged to come into Cities or Towns, becaufe they could not be harboured
in Cottages ; for the Fine of Ten Shillings a Month to the Lord of the Leet,
was a Bar to fuch harbouring of unemployed People, as it was thereby
made the Intereft of Leet-Lords to put the Law in Execution; and this
Prudence of PrEVENTION, as Sir M. Hale aptly exprefles it, did not only
keep many common People from falling into evil Ways, but forced them,
as it were, into an honeft and profitable Courfe of Life. '

From this brief Account of the ancienT Poricy ¢f ENGLAND in
regard to Hufbandry, Farms, Cottages, &c. it is eafy to fee how the
PEOPLE thereof came to be Strong at Home, and Formidable ABROAD;
for they did not only preferve the fame comparative Superiority of NAVAL
POWER sver oruzr NaTrons, that hath been done in later Times, but
alfo an . anfwerable Superiority of INTERIOR STRENGTH: fo that
the Navy Rovar was then only an Out-Guard, though the ftrongett in
Euroge, and if by adverfe Fortune or contrary Winds, it was worfted or
cluded, the MAIN-GUARD was ar HOME; but Mopern Porrcy
teaches, that the ancient Out-Guard is the Main-Guarp ; the VERITY
of which Doérine is MANIFESTED, by Six Tbofand REBELs getting

to
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to Derby, and by a general Uneafinefs about FRENCH fas -bortomed
BoarTs. ‘ h ' ‘
. Thus hath ENGLAND been growing WEAKEk, while, according to

the Rules of Eftimating Things of this Sort, She ought to have grows

STRONGER, even t0 the DOUBLING of Fer ancient sNTERIOR STRENGTH ;
for Her ordinary fubftituted Guard in Time of PEACE, is about FEighteen
Thoufand Lanp Forces, and if the faid Guard be:Rated at Forty Thoufund
Mewx in Time of WAR, it will be too high in general : whereas Her
natural and conftant Guard in awcient Times was. about ONE MILLION
or MEN, equally difperfed over the Country, which made Her Irvudnerable
o Howme and Terrible. AsroaD 5 fo that upon a fair State of thefe Matters,
it feems as if ENGLAND, with a_greater Number of ProrLE, is not
Onze Tuwentieth Part fo well prepared - for interioR DEFENCE, as
SHE was Four Centuries ago. ' o o

.. This fhews the Fallacy of eftimating the Strength of 2 Country bf’
the Number of InnaBiTANTS, for the Real Strength thereof doth not confift
in the Number of Men who LIVE. THERE, but in thofe who DEFEND
IT; and the SOURCE of that aftonifhing Difparity between the Qn e

and the Otusr in ENGLAND, is,

. REMOVING Mulfgnga';; o PEO PLE,
S EROMO
'OUR Natwral and Fixed BASTS, LAN D,
R T A ST
THE Artifiial and Fiubluating BAS 15, TR ADE,

~For the doing of which, T cannot find any one found Reafon, even of
a Co7;;m’¢(tiql Nature, but on the Contrary, wery ffrong Commercial Regfons.
for purfuing other Meafures, in this Refpect : and as to the 1nTrR I‘O‘R‘
Weaxness that hath been brought upon EN GLAND by the faid
Means, the glaring and recent Proofs thereof may well excite the d"'eepe{’é‘\
LConcern in all thinking People: becaufe it is natural to conclude from
thence, that the PEOPLE or tiis NATION are very much dfgene:?'aied

and it would be well if there was lefs F oundation for thinking {o; howcver,
the NAVAL FORCES have behaved well, where they had brave and
humane Commanders; and the Battles of Dettingen, Fontenoy, Lafeldr, and

T Culloden
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Culloden vouch for the LAND FORCES, though they were not all
crowned with Victory. _ -

‘So that Deceneracy will not account for the interior Weaknefs of
ENGLAND, any more thanDepraviTy or MannErs will account for
there being fo many Thicves, Proftitutes, and Beggars; and as I hve already
fhewn that wronG Porrcy iz regard lo the Poor, -is the fuperior and general
Caufe of the ONE, I fhall now fhew thaF'WRbNG Povricy is the fame in vefpest
to the OTHER : in order to which, it will be neceflary to make a State of
the Confequences of LETTING Five Hundred Acres of Lanp to ONE Farmer,
inftead of keeping it in TEN Farms, as directed by . Stat. 27 Henry VIIL
Chap. 22 ; becaufe all Perfons of plain Senfe aiid common Obfervation will
then be able to judge for themfelves, ‘as it is fitting they fhould dd; in
Matters which fo nearly conicern People of every Degree’s -and the faid State
is as followeth : T -

L ....The LOSS of CERTAIN MF__ANs to Continue and Maintain
NINE FAMILIES in Exiftence and Subffantiality. e
“2. .... The DEMOLITION of Nine Duwelling Houfes; and

confequently, a great Loss of LaBour to Carpenters, Bricklayers, Smiths,
Wheelwrights, Sadlers, Woollen Manifatturers, &c. who would otherwife
have been Employed in Repairing the faid Houfes, and in furnifhing more
Implements of Hufbandry, &c. than will be" wanted by the Farmer who
RENTS the whole 500 deres'of LAND.

3. . ... As the Number of Families which are to fubfift by TRADE,
will be NinE more than they were before 5 it is moft likely, that there will
be a Want of Employment, either ‘for the Nize piscARDED Farmers and

their Families, or for an equal Number of People who did before fubfift by -

Means of Trade; becaufe nothing but an Increafe of Foreign Trade can
prevent fuch a Want: and as 7b¢ INcrEASE of our AnnuaL Exports 7o

THREE TIMES what .they were Eicury YEARS 4go, -hath not been’

fufficient to Employ all the People who cannot fubfift by Means of Lanp,
exclufive of thofe who bave gone to fettle in the BriTisH CoLoNIES 3 the moft
probable Confcquence of REMOVING Ninz. Farmers Families from
LAND 7 TRADE, is, that Nine Famivizs will be therehy brought upon
their PARISHES, or be obliged to Tranfport themfelves to another CounTry.

But I will fuppofe, that the Nine piscaRDED Farmers and their Families
neither do go out of ENGLAND, nor oblige any other Families of
Trading People to leave it (though I muft at the fame Time obferve,
that it is a Suppofition much againft Probability) ; in which Cafe, the
Confequences may be as follow : - o

"4 .... THREE

i
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4. «.v. THREE of thofe Famiuiss may probably thrive in Trav,
but an Increafe of People is not to be expected from them; for according
to fome Calculations which were made by Mr Gregory King about Sixty
Years ago, from the Regifters of Births, Burials, Poll-Tax Broks, &c. and
inferted in Dr Davenant’s Essay upon the Ballance of TrapE, there was not
at that Time ‘any Jncreafe of People from the Crrres and Towns of
ENGLAND, upon a general Average: - and as neither TEA nor GENEVA
were then commonly:drank by the middle or lower Clafles of People, as they
have been of - late Years, it may well be concluded, that the Tnbabitanis of
Crries and Towns do not, upon the Whole, keep up their own Numsers s
for the greater Part of fubftantial Tradefmen’s Families living_plentifully;
and being much confined by their Bufinefs, the Parents do not generally
tranfiit their Stature and Strength to their Children ; fo that after Three or
Four diminithing Succeflions, the WeaLTu of Three or Four TraDING
Famivizs generally comes to ONE Sox or Daughter'y and therefore it may
readily be admitted, that TWO of the Turrr Farmers Families which
profpered in Trade, will be EXTINCT in Ore Hundred Years. o
5 ... THREE of thofe FamiLies may be fuppofed to get their
Living by the Drudgery of TrRaDE, in the Capacity of Manufatureis or
common labouring People; and as they will not have any CERTAIN MErans
toward Maintaining #7ves and Children, but muft fhift about from Place to
Place, as Trade fluctuates; their poor and unfettled Condition will, in a
Courfe of Time, diminith zbei»r Numbers, as much as Luxury and the
Want of due Exercise diminithed the THREE profperous Tm[/z'ng Families,
fo that at the End of One Century, it is moft likely there will be only

‘ONE of thefe TureE poor Families REMAINING.

The WasTE of PropLE in LONDON bath been about Five Hundred
TrousanD in Seventy-eight Years, fince the Plague finally ceafed bere , and
as that is nearly Five Families out-of Six, the above Juppofed PROGRESS or
EXTINCTION is rather lefs than, I fear, it bath been in Reality, wpon o
general Average for all the Crrizs and Markxer-Towns in ENG LAN D;
becaufe Freeholders and Farmers do frequently put their Sons to Trade, and
marty their Daughters 2o Tradefmen ; buz Tradefmen do ot Jo frequently
breed their Sons to Hufbandry, #or Freeholders or Farmers Jo frequently marr’y
‘Tradefmen’s Daughters ; and the - fame may be faid in regard to Men and
Women-Servants, for many of both go from the Country 1o live in neighbonrine
‘Towns, but few of them go from Towns to live with Frecholders or F armex':‘:
fo that the W asTE of ProrLE in Towns is gradually repaired by thofe Means
and the INCREASE of PeopLE in RuraL Parisurs is thereby made grmtér:

according to the REc1sTERS 0f Bir THS and Burrtats; than it isin Facr ;

Jor

e e - :
'x'_"_:,mf' R e R R e R R S RN

e

S

S

s

SR




b7z ]
Jor thofe migrating Country People are regiftered in the Former but not in

zhe Latter R o 7
6. . ... The other THREE of thofe NxNE Families may poffibly be

indulged fo far as to let them build Cottages, near where their. Forefathers

lived; by the Help of which, and of Hedging, Ditching, Plowing, &c. they
may probably continue for many Generations, i they do not meddle with
Harzs or PARTRIDGES 3 but then they are poor bafe Swains driven out of
Heart, as Lord Bacen phrafes it : and if a Pair of fuch People are very
prolific, their Sens and Daughters generally lead fingle Lives, as Servants in
Farmers or other Families 3 for Marriage difqualifies them for domeftic
Service, and this is the Occafion of many emance Ghildren, for which both
Father and Mother generally take to Flight ; {o that upon the Whole,
more cannot be expected from thefe TurEE Families of SUCH CorTacERs,
than that shey will keep up their or1GINAL NUMBERS. ‘ :

Tue NATIONAL ACCOUNT «of thefe NINE difcarded FarmERS
Families, at the Expiration of One Hundred Years from the Time they
were driven from LAND 1o TRADE, will, according to the before
mentioned moft favourable Suppofition and Inferences drawn from it, then be
as followeth : . '

The Three Families which prg/pered in Trapk, . ... REDUCED s

ONE Fawmivry. : R T

The Three. Families which lived by the Drudgery of TRaDE. .. ..

REDUCED % ONE Fawmivy. ‘ S
‘The Three Families which fubfifted by~ the Help of Corraces, and
. the Drudgery of HuspanDRrY. . ... ALL EXISTING.

So that inftead of NINE /fubfiantial F amiries which had PROPERTY,
and STRENGTH 1o DEFEND IT, there will REMAIN oxty FIVE
¥amrLies. — ONE of them enervatep by Luxury, &c. and the other
FOUR s0 poor, that fearcely any Thing can happen to heir Difadvantage;
they will therefore be more likely 2o fifb in troubled W aters, than toendeavour
at flilling them, for Men who have nothing to kope for, nor nothing to fear,
are generally as indifferent abous Cuances of MEN or MEASURES, as
about a Cuance of the MOON; and though they may do well, when
primed with Roaft-Beef and Offober, yet, SOBRIETY 'puts them in Mind
of the Reafons for priming them, and then aContempt for fuch Time-ferving
Generofity, or a Want of Intereft in their Country, defeat the Donors
Intentions.” : : :

Tt is therefore almoft as reafonable to think of bringing ¢ pEap MAN
10 LIFE, as tothink of REVIVING the steapy FORTITUDE and
WELL-GROUNDED PATRIOTISM of their Forefathers; in MEN who

~ have
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have not MEANS to fupport EITHER ; for fuch People know well
enough, that #heir Lot will be to work for TEN Prncs, &c. a Duay
whereas if they are rendered incapable of Labour, they have neither LAND:
vor HOUSE rto comrorT THEM ; but muft go to a Parifly Workboufe,
and have their #ives and Children fubjected to hard Treatment, if not drives,
to Vagabondry., :

Such are the Confequences of LETTING Five Hundred deres of Lanp
to ONE FarMer, inftead of keeping the fame in TEN or more p1sTincT
FARMS, as was direCted by Statute 27 Henry VIII. Chap. 22 ; and that
the faid 1LOSSES, together with OTHERS arifing from the INCLOSURE,
¢of Common Firrps mzd Commons, bave not been 1ess v FACT than J
bave reprefented vron. PAPER, zhe WASTE of PEOPLE 1v ZONDON
too plainly SHEWS : for the Extinction of FIVE Famitres out of SIX,
in /gfs than ONE HUNDRED YEARS, is a fad Proof that moft of the
FARMERS and Country COTTAGERS Famirizrs which have been
Removed from LAND 1o TRADE, either are, or muft in a Courfe of
Years be EXTINCT, or LOST to ENGLAND : but as it is a prevailing
Opinion, that the WASTE or PEOPLE v LONDON, is REPAIRED
By THE INCREASE or PEOPLE 1x THE COUNTRY, and the great
Numbers of poor unemployed People give Reafon for thinking fo, it will
be neceffary to purfue this Matter further ; for I fear there is z dangerous
Deception in.it, and that this SHEW of INCREASE, is caufed %y the
REMOVAL or PEOPLE rrom LAND, Sfafter than they can be
EumprovED IN, or ar¢ wasTED By TRADE.

By Stat. 13 and 14.Charles I1. Ch. 10. Seét. 1. Every FIRE-HEARTH
was charged with A DUTY or TWO SHILLINGS a Year; and by
the 17" Section thereof, no Perfon who, by Reafon of his Poverty or the
Smallnefs of his Eftate, was exempted from the TAXES foward Caunrcy
and Poor, was to be charged with the Duty upon Fire-Heartks,

The DUTY vron HOUSES, before the prefent Year 1758, was TWO
SHILLINGS a YEar JSfor each Housz, exclufive of the Duty 07 WinDows
according to their Number, where it exceeded Nine; and fuch Perfons asb,A
were, on Account of their Poverty, exempted. from paying the TAXES
toward CruRr cu and Poor, were alfo exempted from the Duty upon Houys.

Now this double Correfpondence between thofe Two DUTIES, in
f'egard to the R aTes thereof, and to the Perfons EXEMPTED Jrom paying them,
1s a very good Foundation to build upon ; for if the Number of Taxaprz
HOUSHOLDERS 1~ ENGLAND was greater Seventy YXecrs ago, than:
the fame hath been of late Years, it will inconteftably prove, a DECiiEAS&i
or SUBSTANTIAL PEOPLE. S

U The
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T'he Number of HOUSES in ENGLAND and WALES, at Lady-day.
1688, was ONE MILLION One Hundred and Fifty-two THOUSAND Eight
Hundred and Ninely-feven, according to a Manufcript Abftract formed by
the Accounts of the DuTy on Hmrlbs : but according to another Abftra&
that feems to have been compiled about five or fix Years after, upon a
more accurate Examination of thofe Accounts, if not from a new Survey,
the Numbers of Housges in England and Wales were as followeth :

The Numbers of H O U S E S,

Taxable. ~  Poor. Totals of both,

In Cities and Market-Towns .... 249,380 65,096 314,476
In Rural Parithes . . ... ... .. 589,314 196,279 785,593
The Totals . . .... 838,694 261,375 1,100,069

The Number of TaxasLE HousEs about Seventy Zears ago was 838,694
The prefent Number of Houfes charged with the Houfe-Tax is about 690,000

The Decreafe in about Seventy Years, according to that Abftradt, is 148,694

- Sm—

How near Exactnefs the faid Abftract may be, I cannot pretend to fay,
but that there hath been a great Decreafe in the Number of TaxasLE
HOUSES i1xn ENGLAND within the aforefaid Time, is, in effect,
acknowledged by the higheft Authority, in the following Words :

«« And whereas the REVENUE arifing by the faid feveral and refpective
¢«« Rares and Duties upon HOUSES hath for fome Years paft crEaTLY
<« DECREASED, and the fame is fHll likely 1o DIMINISH. » . . ... ..
Preamble to Stat. 20 K. George I1. for increafing the DUTIES upon Heufes
and Windows.

Thus-do the higheft Authority, the preceding Abftract, and the foreoromo- A

State of the Confequences of letting TEN Farms to ONE Farmer, a]l
concur in proving A DECREASE ir the Numser or SUBSTANTIAL
PEOPLE ; and that the faid Decreafe hath not been caufed by s DECAY
or TRADE, is undeniably proved by the EXPORTS or ENGLAND
being THREE TIMES as creaT as they were Seventy Years ago; as
well as by the great Increafe of Weftminfier, Birmingbam, Wolverbampton,
Liverpoole, Manchefter, Leeds, Halifax, Sheffield, and many other Trading
Towns of England, within that Time; fo that the Decreafe of fubftantial
People, whether lefs or more than One Hundred and Forty-eight 'THousaND

FAMILIES, muft have been chiefly owing to the MONOPOLVIZINGV'

or FARMS, and the INCLOSURE or COMMON FIELDS, &c.
"~ Thefe
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Thefe Matters thew by what Means the NATURAL GUARD or
E NGLAND hath been weakened, for according to them, the faid Guard
is lefs by One Hundred and Forty-eight TrHousanp MEN than it was Seventy
Years ago; becaufe there were then 148,000 more Families which had
either PROPERTY 1n, or CERTAIN MEANS or MAINTENANCE
rroM the LANDS or ENGLAND, than are now Maintained by the
like Means: and as fuch MONOPOLIES anp INCLOSURES have
been making for 200 Years paft, I am of Opinion, that the natural Guard
of ENGLAND hath been thereby diminithed about Three Hundred
Trousanp MEN ; whereby I mean, that the Number of Families which
had Property in, or certain Means of Maintenance from the Lands of
England Two Hundred Years ago, exceeded the prefent Number of fuch
Families by 300,000.

I may poffibly be cenfured by very refpetable Perfons, for publithing
fuch .an Opinion, but I cannot help thinking it would be wicked in me to
conceal the Growth of fuch a National Evil; and as Sir William Pelty,
Dr Davenant, Mr Gregory King, &c. have by their Calculations created a
general Belief that Tue PEOPLE or ENGLAND ARE UPON THE
INCREASE, it is high Time the Truth thould be known : for Diseases
muft be difcovered before RemEDpiEs can be applied, and if any Perfon can
make it appear that my Opinion is ill-founded, I fhall bemoft heartily glad;
but before the fame be undertaken, it will be expedient to well confider the
following Matters, and to {peak e\phutly as well as conclufively upon the
feveral Queries thereunto annexed.

F I R S T

« For as much as. divers and fundry Perfons of the King’s Subjects of
« this Realm, to whom God of His Goodnefs hath mfpofed great Plenty
« of moveable Subftance, now of late within few Years have daily ftudied,
« pradtifed, and invented Ways and Means how they might accumulate
« and gather together in few Hands as well great Multitude of FARMS, as
« great Plenty cf CATTLE, and iz efpecial SHEEP, putting fuch
¢ LANDS as they can get, to PASTURE, and not to TILLAGE :
<« whereby they have not only purLed cown CHURCHES anp
« TOWNS, and enhanced the old Rates of the Rents of the Pofleffions
< of this Realm, or elfe brought it to fuch exceflive Fines, that no poor Mai
<« is able 1o meddle with it but alfo have RAISED axnp ENHANCED
« T PRICES of all Manner of Corn, Cattle, Wool, Pigs, Geefe, Hens,
<« Cbhickens, Eggs, and fuch other, almoft double above the Prices, which
« have been accuftomed: By Reafon whereof A MARVELLO USs
« MULTITUDE (md Number of the PEOPLE _OF THIS REALM be

¢ not
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< not ahle to provide Meat, Drink, and'Cloaths neceflary for themfelves
% their /¥ives and Children, but be fo difcouraged with MISERY, anp
«“ POVERTY, that they fall daily to THEFT, ROBBERY, and other
¢« Inconvenience, or pitifully DIE ror HUNGER anp COLD. And
« as it is thought by the King’s moft humble and loving Subjeéts, one of

. ¢ the greateft Occafions, that moveth and provoketh thofe greedy and

« covetous People {0 to accumulate and keep in their Hands fuch great
¢ Portions and Parties of the Grounds and Lands of this Realm Jrom the
“ ocmpyuw of the poor Hufbandmen, and fo to ufe it in Pafture and not in
< Tillage, is- only the great Profit that cometh of Sheep, which now be
< come into a few Perfons Hands of this Realm, in refped of the whole
« Number of the King’s Subjeés, - that fome have TWENTY - Four
¢« THOUSAND, fome Twenty Thoufand, fome Texz Thoufand, fome Six
¢ Thoufand, fome Five Thoufand, and fome more and fome lefs, by the
¢ which a good Sheep for Victual, that was aecuftomed to: be fold for Tzoo
< Shillings Four Pence, -or Three Shillings at the moft, is now fold forSix
‘¢ Shillings; or Five, or Four Shillings at the leaft : And a Stone of
¢« CroTHiNG-WOOL, that in fome Shlre of this Realm was accuftomed
. to be fold for Eighieen Pence or Twenty Pence, is now fold for Four
<« Shillings, or Three Shillings Four Pence at the leaft : and in fome Countries
¢ [Counties] where it hath been fold for Twe Shillings Four Pence, or T
Shillings Eight Pence, or Three Shillings at the moft ; it is now fold for
< Five Shillings, or Four Shillings Eight Pence at the leaft. 'And fo arraifed
“ in every Part of this Realm. Wuricn TaIiNGs THUS USED, 2
< principally to the bigh Difpleafure of ALMIGHTY GOD, to the Decay
« of the Hofpltahty of this Realm, 70 the DIMINISHING oF tHE
“ Kince’s PEOPLE, and # th¢e LET [ HINDERANCE T of 2he
“ CLOTH - MAKING, whereby many POOR PEOPLE hath been
< accuftomed io. be ﬁet on WORK : and in Conclufion, if Remedy be not
« found, it may TURN To THE UTTER DESTRUCTION AND
¢« DESOLATION or tuis REALM, waicn GOD DEFEND.” ...,
Statute 25 Henry VHI. Chap. 13.

From this Affecting and Prophetic Preamble, I deduce the foHowmg
Fundamental Principle,

That the Woor and WooLLEN MANUFACTURIES of ENGLAND as
the fame have been managed, were and now are great CAUS ES or
DEPOPULATION within this REALM.

S E C O N.D. ' '
~ The Wars between the TWO FAMILIES of Yerk and Ltmmﬁc’r,
ooether with other Civil Commotions, and the Foreign Wars in which
ENGLAND

-~
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ENGLAND was engaged, between the Reign of K. Edward 111, when

the WooLLEN MANUFACTURIES were ﬁrﬁ eftablifbed bere, and the Reign of -

K. Henry VIL. when thofe Two FAMILIES were united in that Prince :md bis
Queen, did undoubtedly prevent the aforefaid CAUSES from effecting any

confiderable DEPOPULATION during that Interval of Time: for the
Retrofpection of Statute 4 Henry VIL. Chap. 19. in regard to decayed Houfes
of Hufbandry, is confined to THREE YEaRrs; to which very Time, the
Statute 27 Henry VIIL. Chap. 22. made for ‘more effectually preventing fuck

Decay, doth alfo go back 3 fo that there cannot be any Doubt about the -
Certainty of that Preventron to the Year 1486, when K. Henry VII, came’

to. the Crown ; and the faid CAUSES' were further prevented, by the

following Statutes and' the fteddy Tempers,. &¢. of King Henry VII. and -

K. Henry VIIL. from effeting any great DEPOPUL, ATION before the
Year 1546, when the latter of thofe Princes died.

Statutes 4 Henry VIL, - Chapters 19 and 16, whereby the ma;zopolzzmg of
Farwms, and the converting of Zillage LaND to Pafture, were forbidden ;
upon Forfeiture of HALF the Rents and Profits arifing from- the Farms. fo
monopolized, and from the Lznds fo converted : -alfo, by Stat. 24 Henry VIII,

Chap. 22. whereby the faid Forfeitures were all given to the King, as the -

Lands holden immediately of other Lords, continued to be monopolized and.
kept in Pafture ; becaufe, by the former Statute, the aforefaid Forfeitures
from Lands not holden immediately of the King, accrued to the refpe&rve
Lords thereof, who did not execute that Law. _

- Statute 25 Henry VIIL. Chap. 13. whereby no Perfon was allowed to keep
more than Zwo T bouﬁmd SuEEP, excepting in fome. particular Cafes there
mentioned 3 upon Forfeiture of Two Shillings and Four Pence for cvery
Suzep above that Number, one half of which Forfeitures belonged to the
King. -

Statute 27 Henry VIII Chap 22. whereby it was enaCted, that for every‘

Fift f ly, Forty, or Thirty ACRES or LAND, in the: Counties of Lincoln,
Nottingbam, Leicefler, Warwick, Rutland, Nortbtzm]:toﬂ, Bedford, Buckingham,
Oxford, Berks, Worcefter, Hertford, Cambridge, or in the Ifle of #ight, there
fhould be builded Oze Jufficient Tenement mete for an boneft Man to dwell i,

upon Forfelture, to the King, his Heirs, & of a Moiety of the Rentsand . -

Profits arifing from LANDS as aforefaid upon which fuch TENEMLNTS
were not bUIIt, .

T H I R D. '
The Wool and Woollen Manufafluries of ENGLAND begun to caufe

much POVERTY, and by Confequence DEPOPUL_ATIO‘\T about the-

Year 1550, as appears by the following Extra&t from a Treatife written

X by
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by Way of Dialogue, publifhed in the Year 1581, and dedicated te Quean

Elizabeth, by W, S. Gentleman, 5 :

' erme But this I think in my Mind, that if that Kind of Inclofing *

«« do-as much increafe in Thirty Years to come, as it hath done in Thirty

« Years palt [ from 1550 #0 1580] it may come to the great DESOLATION

« avp WEAKING or tue STRENGTH or tris REALM, which
“ js more to be feared than DEARTH, and I think it to be the moft
“¢ Qccafion of any Thing ye fpake yet, of thefe wild and unhappy Uproars
«¢ that hath been among us, for by Reafon of thefe INCL.OSURES many
¢« Subjects have na GROUND to LIVE vron, asthey had before-time,

¢ and Occupations be not always fet a work all alike, and therefore the
« PEOPLE srtior INCREASING, and THEIR Livines:
« DIMINISHING, it muft needs come to pafs that a great Part of the’
¢ People fhall be idle and lack living, for Hunger is a bitter Thing to
“ bear. Wherefore they muft needs when they lack, murmur againft them
¢ that have Plenty, and fo flir thefe Tumults.” . . . Page 19. — The faid.
"Freatife was lately Reprinted for C. Marfb in Round Court, Weminfier, and.
the Letters B, §. are explained into William Shakefpeare, upon a flender:
Foundation ; though I think that the Performance is worthy of Shaksfpeare,

ar of any Man who ever wrote upon Trade.

This Extract thews, that ENGLAND is indebted to her Woor and.

WooLLEN MANUFACTURIES, as they bave been managed, for the mumerous

POOR which her fubftantial Inhabitants “have had" to Maintain, in

Succeffion, above 150 Years; and it is a good Feundation for faying, that
the ManuFACTURY of WoOL doth not give EMPLOYMENT a#d MAINTENANCE
10 fomany PEopLE, as the converting of LLAND from T1LLAGE toPASTURE lakes
EmproymMeENT a7d MAINTENANCE from : for there could not have been fuch
Uproars and Tumults among common People, in the Reign of fo wife and-

well-ferved a Princefs as Queen Elizabeth, if the Mz ans of living by LAND

had net been fafter diminithed &y Inclofures for SHEEP, than the Msans of
ving by TRADE were increafed by the Extenfion of the WOOLLEN
MANUFACTURIES ; and the univerfal Provifion that was made for the
POOR or ENGLAND in the 43% Year of Q, Elizabeth, feems to me
tabe a clear Proof of the Matter; becaufe the common People whofe Lanps
were INCLOSED do not appear to have been fent to thofe Towns, &, in

which Woollen Manufasturies were then carried on, or even to have been at
Liberty to remove out of their own Parithes ; for if they begged elfewhere,

as in travelling to feek for Work fuch. People muft oft be driven to do,

the Statute 39 Elizabeth, Chap. 6. made ROGUES of them, and they

Wwere

* Monopolizing of Farwus, and converting Arable Land into Paflure for SHEE P,
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- wereto be WHIPPED ; nay, even poor fhip-wrecked Seamen wer= o he

fo treated, if they begged without Teftimonials from Juitices of Plue,
and they were thereby only protefted till they arrived, by the di 1 Rouds
and in the Times limited, at the Places of their Dwelling or Birch 5 fo that
the faid Statute was in Reality a Prohibition for Labouring People to Travel,
as I have already called it. ‘ o

_ F OURTYT H _

* As the Time of beginning to Remove People from LAND 1o TRADE,
appears by the aforefaid Extract to have been about the Year 1550, and the
inferior Sort of People o removed, were confined to their feveral Parifhes ;
the Confequences thereof muft neceffarily have been, A DECREASE in
the STRENGTH of thofe PEOPLE, for want of fuch sTrRONG and
neaLturuL, EXERCISE as the Bufinefs of HUSBANDRY ufed 1o afford

them 5 and a DECREASE in their NUMBERS, for want of the former

CERTAIN MEANS Tt0 maintaiy WIVES anp CHILDREN : fo
that partly by thofe Caufes, and partly by the Dejection that Povir Ty and
@ Remembrance of BETTER T1iMEs produces, thofe People did undoubtedly
diminifh faft enough to make Room for new Comers from LAND to
TRADE, as INCLOSURES increafeds; for if they had not done fo,
there muft have been a great Surplus of common People before the Year
1640, and a far greater than can be accounted for by the then Infant
Settlements of Virginia, Nova Seotia, &c. and as to the State of our Foreign
Trade, from the Death of Q. Elizabeth to the Year 1640, the annvaL
ExporTs amounted in Value to about Two Mrrrions of Pouwnps Sterling
for the whole Time, according to the beft Information I have met with 3
but Eaft-India Luxurics were creeping into England all that while, and may
well be fuppofed to have taken Employment from as many Englifh Families
as went to the American CoLonies; fo that upon the Whole, I am .of
Opinion, that the LOSSES or PEOPLE, by Trade, Religious Perfecutions,
Colonies, Poverty, and the Plague in London, to the Year 1640, were not
more than repaired, by the People who were driven from LAND to
TRADE, before the Year 1641.
' F I F 7 H .
The Civil Wars, the unfettled State of Government, the Interruptions
thereby caufed to the Manufacturies and Foreign Trade of England, the
Increafe of Trade in #rance and Holland, and the Poverty of Circumftances

produced by one or ether of thofe Means, between the Years 1640 and |

1660, may reafonably be thought to have made the STOCK or ENGLISH

" PEOPLE One Hundred Tuousanp LESS at the End of thofe Twenty

Years, than it otherwife would have been ; and yet there was not a Want of

1
People
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People when K. Charles I1. came to the Crown, but on the contrary, .more
than could be employed ; fo that it might be thought, bz aferefaid Loffes
of People were repaired 5 but the Fact was, that the MEaNs of MaINTENANCE
by LAND anp TRADE, were fo much dimirifbed in thofe Twenty Years,
as to DEPRIVE of EmproyMeEnT, MORE PEOPLE than were ¢ither
DEPRIVED of Lire by the Civil Wars, or obliged to leave England, 8ec.

§ I X T H.

The Conftitutional Form of Government being happily reftored to
ENGLAND, by the Acceflion of K. Charles the Second, thofe Loffes
which the Nation had fuffered in Twenty Years then laft paft, might have
been in fome Degree repaired, by a Purfuit of wife Commercial Meafures ;
but inftead thereof, FRENCH LUXURIES were countenanced, and

the Silks, Linens, Wines, &c. of that Country were permittedr to be imported

into England upon the Payment of wery low ‘Durizs, while on the other
Hand, ENGLISH Woollen Manufattures, &c. were in effet PROHIBITED
in France; {o-that England did not only lofe a great Part of her Waollen
Manufailuries,but avv her Linen Manufalury,and fome lefler Manufacturies,

by which GREAT LOSSES the MEais of MAINTENANCE by FRADE
in England muft certainly have been fo far diminithed, -as to deprive at leaft’

One Hundred Trousano FAMILIES or BREAD; for the ftrongeft of
our American Colonies were peopled from their Mother-Country, between
the Years 1660 and 1688 ; Multitudes of Englifh Families did likewife go
to Ireland, Holland, &c. and after all thofe Evacuations, there ftill remained
above Two Hundred Trousanp ‘poor unemployed People inEngland, as 1
have already obferved. C )

: S EV E N T H ‘ o
 The LOSS or PEOPLE by the Plague in London, from the Year
1601 to the Year 1679, when happily for this Nation it finally ceafed here,
was One Hundred Eighty-eight Trousanp Five Hundred and Seventy - one,
as appears by the Bills of Mortality annexed to Obfervations on the Growth,
&c. of London, by Corbyn Morris, Efq; and the Lofs of People by the faid
Means, between the Years 1550 and 1601, was probably Fifty Thoufand ;
fo that the whole Lofs thereby muft certainly have amounted to more

than Two Hundred TrousanD PEOPLE.
' E I G H'T H ‘ :
The happy Acceffion of K. William and Q. Mary, being immediately
. followed by wife Meafures in regard to Commerce, as well as in other.
Refpects, a Stop was thereby put to the DEPOPUL ATION orF
ENGLAND, for Want of Means to kve; but the POLICY. of
Removive PEOPLE rrom LAND To TRADE, flill continued; a
B - ' temporary
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temporary Reafon for which might be, the Wanc of People to carry on the
then increafed Trade, by #vollen, Sitk, and Metallic Manufacluries, Ceri,
Mines, &c. and to_carry on the then general War againft the French ; but as .
many Perfons may doubt the Fa@, it will be neceffary to fhew that the faid
Policy was continued, which I think is plainly done by what follows :

- The Number of unemployed poor People in England, afew Years before
the Revqlutioh; was full 200,000 ; and the whole anxuaL Exrorts from
England, including Plantation and Eaft-India Goods; amounted in Value to
about TWO MILLIONS or POUNDS Sterling ; but the faid annual
Exports increafed:to above SIX MILLIONS or POUNDS, by the Yecar.
1697, a‘nd_‘hlav'e continued’ ihcr'eaﬁng,'uppn a general Average, ever fince 3

as will appear by the following Extradts, fo far as is neceffary for the prefent

Purpofe. - S
The VaLur of the Annual Exports from ENGLAND in Three Years, viz.
Years. . _Value in Pounds Sterling, - Authorities. :

1697 . . Six Millions 361 Thoufand 168 . . Sir Z. Brewfler on'Trade, p. 113:
1699 . . Six Millions 788 Thoufand 166 . . Dr Davenans’s Rep. P. 1. 2. 71.
1703 . . Six Millions 644 Thoufand 103, . Thefame . . . . . . . p, 43.
The Value of the ENG LIS H Manufatures, &c. -+ :
then annually Exported was above: ;. . . . .. £ 5,000,000,
From which deduét the Value of the Annual and ) o
like Exports before 1688, about . . ... Y 1,500,000

And the then Imr«;"aﬁvih_ the Value of :the Annual o
Exports will be . .. .. e e e e e 3,500,000
From which deduct for the Value of the Materials . 1,500,000

And there will remain for Manufaéture, Labo}zr, &c. 2,000,000

: e wme . People.
Which Sum, at (5 per Head, will Maintain Four Hindred 4
‘T'nousanp, Men, Women, and Children . . ... ... . . 400,000

‘The Increafed Home - Confumption of Englie Manufa@ures,

caufed by bigh Duties laid on Foreign ones, efpecially on thofe :
“of France, in theReign of K. #illiam, might probably maintain 50,000
The Lofs of Men, by War. in that Reign, in [reland, Flanders, : :

or at Sea, was probably . .., ... ..... Cev e o4« 50,000
The Total Number of People Employed by an Tncreafe of TR ADE, =
or.lof in War, will thenbe . .. ............. 500,000
Whereof there are accounted for by poor unemployed -
“ People in England, Anno 1688 . ........ 200,600

‘Whereof ‘there may be accounted for by common
People from Scotland, Ireland, France, &c. . ... 50,000

S T IR T ‘ 250,000
So that there Remain-to be accounted for, Fifty Thoufand F amivies .
of FivePerfons each, or, . 4 ... L. 250,800
' : ‘ Y , , And
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- Ard 1 know of only one Way to account fot thé faid Fifty Thoufand
Families, which is, by there being that Number of Familfes REMOVED
rkom . LAND to TRADE; either by Monopolizing of Faxss, Inclyfing of
Common F ltLDs and Commons, ot by Unbouf ing of COUNTRV COTTAGERS

N I N T H

According to the DisPrOPORTION between thé Number of Butials 4ind
Chriftenings in LONDON, upon a gefieral Averagé for Seventy-eight ¥eéars
from 1680 to 1757, this City hath had an annual Supply of
EicuT THOUSAND new ]nhab:mnt:, elther out of the fevexal
Counties of Pngland or from other CountnES, atﬂoummg in  People.

Al 10 v v i e e e e e ... 624,000

And the Increafe of Ihhabltants in the faid City within thofe
78 Years, may poffibly be . ... .o -+ 124,000

So that the WASTE or PEOPLE in London, between 1659
and 1758, by Celibacy, Ldisurious meg, Tea, szrztuou: quuor:, .
confined Manner of Life, &c. hath been about P i e+ . 500,000
‘Whereof there have probably been fupphed Tures THOUSAND :
per Annum, by common People from Scotland, Ireland, Gerniany,
Switzerland, France, Holland, &¢. amountlhg, for the 7’8 Years, to 234,oob

P

-——-

And the Remainder, which hath been fupphed by People from o

the various Parts of England, amountsto . . ... % .. e 266 866
7 E N T H |

The WASTE or SEAMEN, by TrRADE on{y, was probably ONE
‘Thoufand per Annum, for Fifty Years ending in 16003 TWO Thoufand
per Annum, for a Hundred Years ending in 17003 and THREE Thoufand
per Annum, for Fifty-feven Years to 1757 inclufive 3 w}uch amount in all
to about Four Hundred and Ttwenty TrHOUSAND MEN

E L EV'ENZTH
The WASTE or SEAMEN axp SOLDIERS, by Foreign Wars,

* between the Year 1550 and the prefent Titne, hath prbbably been bt

‘I bree Hundred Trousanp MEN, .
T W E L F ‘T H, .
The WASTE or PEOPLE by our Sugzzr Iﬂ:mds, may probably have
been Fifiy Tuousanp, from the Times they were firft poﬁ'eﬁéd by the
Eﬂgl;ﬁ Nation, to this pxefent Time.

THESE. feveral Matters T muft beg Leave to recommend to the ferious
Confideration of all Perfons who mtend to prove, that the Natura] Guard

of Eigland hath ‘hot, ﬁnce the Year 1550, been dﬁmﬁlfhed about Thrée
Hundred
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Hintlred THOUSAND MEN : and I muft further requeft, that thofe Perfotis
will likewife be pleafed to fpeak explicitly, as well as conclufively, to the
following Qlerles, for without doing fo, all they can fay will be but to
little Purpofe

QUERIES Goncermﬂg DEPOPULATION

Firft. Whether the Numbers of common PropLE who have come to
ENGLAND, within One Hundred Years laft paft, from
Scatlmzd Ireland, Germany, Swiizerland, France, Holland, &c.
be not about EQuAL to the increafed NUMBERSs of Inbabitants
‘within that Time, in #eftminfier, Birmingbam, Wolverbampton,
Liverpool, Manchefter, Leeds, Halifax, and Sheffield 2

Second.. . In what other Parts of ENGLAND have there been IncreasEs

 or subsTanTiaL PEOPLE, fince the Death of K.Henry VIIL
either in City; Town, or Country, to BALLANCE ke Loss

- of thofe FarmErs Famivizs which occupied, in FARMS of

" Eifty, Forty, or Thirty ACRES or LAND, thofe Parts of
the Counties of Lincoln, Nottingham, Leicefier, Warwick,

" Rutland, Northampton, Bedford, Buckingham, Osford, Berks,
Worcefter, Hertford, Cambridge, and the Ifle of Wight, which

- are not now DIVIDED into. suca FARMS, but inftead

~ thereof, are monopolized in FARMS of Ore, Two, Three, Four,

szve, Six, &c. Hunprep ACRES or LAND Eracm?

7 laz'm’. ' In what other Parts of EIN G LAND have there been INcrEASES
or PEOPLE, fince the Death of K. Henry VIIL. EQUAL. %0
the Numeer ¢f FAMILIES which then had Stares in, or
Rights of Commoning upon fuch COMMON LANDS, lying
within the aforefaid Coumxes, as have been INCLOSED fiiice
the Year 1546° ‘

Fourth.  In what other Parts of ENG L.AND have there been IncrE a5Es

o or suBsTANTIAL PEOPLE, fince the Death of K Henry VIII.
to BALLANCE the Loss of thofe Farmers Faminies which:

held foch FARMS, in the Twenty-feven other Counties

thereof, as have been MONOPOLIZED by laying them “to
other ‘Farwms, fince the Year 15467

Fifth. In what other Parts of £ NGLAND have there been INCRBASES'

or PEOPLE, fince the Death of K. Henry VIII.- EQUAL
o the Numser of Famiies which had then Sharss i, or

. Rights of Commoning upon:-fuch COMMON LLANDS, lymg

within the faid 27 Counties, as have been INCLOSED fince
the Year 1546 ?
Sixth.

L%ﬂgma S e - o
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Sixth, - Whether the dumual Confumption of THREE MILLIONS oy

POUNDS or TEA, and SIX MILLIONS of GALLONS
OF SPI}HTUOUS’LI@ORS doth not, by one Means or
other, DECREASE thuz NUMBER or PEQPLE N
ENGLAND, about TEN THOUSAND yeariy ?
Seventh.. Whether aLL THE LANDS which have been Improved in England
‘ - within Seventy Years laft paft, either from Wafle or from a
bad State of Cultivation, are PROBABLY equal ( for it would be
nnfair 1o afk fuch Queftions upon other Terms) to the QuaNTITIRS
or LAND which have been Employed within that Time, as
Afolloweth: - - T w ‘
In growing CORN for Exportation, or for making of Spirituous
Liguors confumed in England, &c. S
In breeding and feeding of SHEEP, to fupply the increafed
Foreign Confumption of ENG LIS H Woollen Manufaiupes ,
and the ¢l that hath béén fent to Erame. !
In breeding and grafing the increafed Number of E ORSES,
- for Exportation, or for-Home Ufes 2 — For thefe Increafed Ufes
for LAND, do, in my Opinion, much over-ballance all the
IMPROVEMENTS which have been made in the LANDS
0F ENGLAND"within Seventy Years.,
This is all T have to offer at prefent, ‘concerning the Means whereby the

INTERIOR STRENGTH of Z NG LAN D hathbeen DIMIN ISHED;

and therefore I fhall now fay fomething-of the PBRECARIOUS STATE |
~into which the TRADE or ENGLAND hath been thereby brought ;

for though that may be evident to many Perfons, from what I have already
mentioned, yet, it is not likely to be fo to every Reader; becaufe the
Profperity of Trade depends upon a longer Chain of Caufes than are
difcoverable without fome Application to the Subjet. -

As to the TRADE or ZNGLAND being in a precarious State, the

great Quantities of Woollen Manufaitures which the FR E N CH have fold
of late Years to the People of Spain, Portugal, Lialy, Turky, Eaft-India,
and /Imezit'a, are indifputable Proofs of the Matter; and the'Lofs of moft
of our SUGAR TRADE. to Germany, Flanders, Holland, &c. together with
the Advances which the FRENCH have made in the Newfoundland
FISHERIES, - do not indicate Security to the ‘»Foreign Trade of England,
but on the contrary Precarioufnefs : {o that though our Weollen, Silk, and
Metallic Manufasturies in particular, and our Foreign Trade'in general, have
been vaftly more extenfive of late Years than they ever were, yet, thofe
INCREASES in the TRADE or FRANCE have moft of them been

- made
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made at the EXPENCE or ENGLAND ; and tl’{elé Lgﬁ’cs are 'L;v
many Perfons attributed to the Increafe of our Taxes, for which there is
undoubtedly fome Reafon; but the fuperior and chief Caufes therecf, are,
Mofzopblizing of FARMS, Iucofing of COMI‘./ION FIELDS, and
Unboufing of COUNTRY COTTAGERS; for by t%lcfc Means tfi.ve
PRICES of LIVING and of LABOUR have been Raifed above their
naiural Rates in ENGLAND, the TRADF, thereof hath been burdened A
with o Numerous POOR, bad Men have got it in their Power to make
artificial Scarcities of CORN, CATTLE, &c. . "
The laft of thefe Things is too well known by fad Experience in this
Nation, for near Two Years paft: and that it hath proceeded from the
former, is moft clearly and pathetically thewn in the Pre&mb%e to Statute
25 Henry VIIL Chap. 13. already inferted at Length, and in Subftance
as followeth ;
Great Multitudes of FARMS were got inio rew Hanps
Great Plenty of CATTLE, and efpecially SHEEP, were poffefed by o
FEW Proprk;
The RENTS and FINES of LAND were /o exceffively ENHANCED,
that no poorR MAN was able to meddle with it
The PRICES of CORN, CATTLE, WOOL, &c. were RAISED
to almoft DOUBLE the accuftomed RaTEs; 7
The WOOLLEN MANUFACTURY was thereby DECAYED.
A MARVELLOUS MULTITUDE. and Number of the PEOPLE
of THIS REALM were not able to provide Meat, Drink, and Cloaths
Sfor themfelves, their Wives and Children s but were fo DISCOURAGED
with MISERY and POVERTY that they fell daily to THEFT and
ROBBERY, o pitifully DIED for HUNGER arnd- COLD ;
WHICH THINGS e—— THUS USED —— &¢ principally to the bigh
Difpleafure of ALMIGHTY GOD;
To the DIMINISHING of the K 1 ~¢’s PEOPLE s
And may TURN 1 the UTTER DESTRUCTION aud
DESOLATION of THIS REALM; L
WHICH GOD DEFEND. :
Certainly Human Wifdom never produced a more ftriking Picure of
SUCH MATTERS; for RELIGION, HUMANITY, and GOOD
POLICY are fo equally confpicuous, that I do not know whether the
great Men who drew it, are moft to be revered for their PIETY,
HUMANITY, or SAGACITY : but the Reading of that Preamble over
and over again, with a Mixture of Concern and Pleafure, hath had fuch an
Effect upon me, that I cannot help withing it was fairly printed, and placed -
in every CHURCH throughout ENGLAND and WALES,

Z Thus
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Thus doth it appear, even by

Ancient  Legiflative  Authorizy,

That the INTERIOR WEAKNESS . ... ...
' the PRECARIOUS STATE of the TRADE tor ENGLAND,
the GREAT INCREASE of the POOR ..

Are ALL or THEM primarily and principally CAUSED, by
REMOVING Murtitupss oF PEOPLE from Our Natural and Fixed
Basis, LAND, to Tut Artificial and Fluctuating Basis, TRADE,

Which Matter is fiill farther confirmed, by the following remarkable
Coincidence of Three Things in the Reign of K. Edward V1. the immediate
Succeffor of K. Henry VIII.

1. The MONOPOLIZING or FARMS, and the making of
DEPOPULATING INCLOSURES, were laft begun in
that Reign, according to an Extraét already inferted here from
the Treatife written by 7. §. and dedicated to Q. Zlizabeth.

2. The LAWS made againft Foreftallers, Regrators and Ingroffers,
to the 25 Year of K. Edward 111. A.D. 1351, continued
without any additional Laws for thofe Purpofes, till the Fifth

Year of K. Edward VI. A.D. 1551, which is 200 Years ;-

but it was then, and not before, declared, That the faid Statutes
had not taken good Effet, ( Statute 5and 6 Edward VI.
Chap. 14.) and therefore another Law was made for the faid
Purpofes. » »

3. 'The POOR filled the Streets or Highways of divers Cities, Towns,
Markets, and Fairs ( Statute 1 Edward VI. Chap. 3.); and
they continued INCREASING in fuch a Manner, that

voluntary ALMS would not fupport them; fo that compulfory

and wniverfal PROVISION became neceflfary for their
Maintenance in the Time of Q, Elizabeth, and was accordingly
made in the 43® Year of her Reign.

Upon the Whole of thefe Matters, it appears to me very plain, that the
WOOL anp WOOLLEN MANUFACTURIES or ENGLAND
have been DECREASING tue NUMBER or PEOPLE TrErEIN,
for above 200 Years ; inftead whereof, they might, and muft according
to the Courfe of Nature, have been INCREASING aiL tuaT TIME,

-if the ANCIENT POLICY in regard to FARMS, HUSBANDRY,

Anp COTTAGES had been adhered to.

Obliging the LANDHOLDERS to keep up and x?iaintainr proper -
Numbers of HOUSES or HUSBANDRY upon their ESTATES, .

prevented
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prevented any DECAY or SUBSTANTIAL PEOPLE; becaufe every

HOUSE ewxrorcep a DWELLER, as Lord Bacon exprefles it.

And as to the POORER SORT or PEOPLE, the generality of them
having COTTAGES, and Shares in, or Ruhts of Commoning upon
COMMON LANDS, they were thereby enabled to maintain WIVES
and CHILDREN ; and their NERVES were kept well ftrung, by there
being a proper Proportion of TILLAGE LAND in the feveral Parts of
ENGLAND; {o that according to the Courfe of Nature, they could not
DECREASE in cither NUMBER, STATURE, or VIGOUR.

THUS was tue INTERIOR STRENGTH orF E‘NGLA’ND’
SECURED vrox A FIRM BASIS;
Anp rroem THENCE rorLowep,

. EQUAL POPULATION ; becaufe Corn was grown, Caltle fed,
and Sheep bred, in each Neighbourhood 3 fo that there could not
be any other unequal Peopling than what was caufed by the different
Degrees of Fertility in the Land.

2. EQUAL PLENTY of the common Neceffaries of Lifes fo far as
buman Means could fecure them.

3. CHEAPNESS or' LABOUR; arifing partly from there being
fufficient Numbers of common People, and partly from meft of
them and their Families being half-maintained, by the Help of their
Cottages, and their Shares in Common Lands, or Rights of Cominoning
which kept the Prices of Labour at only Half what they muft
otherwife have been. ’

4. SECURITY againft Foreftallers, Regrators, and Ingroffers of CORN,
CATTLE, WOOQL, &c. becaufe there were not then any
Pretences for buying great Quantities or Numbers thereof in one
County, to fell them in other Counties; for it was the due
INTERMIXTURE of TILLAGE axp PASTURE, and not
the Statute of 25 Edward I11. againft Foreflallers, &c. whereby the
faid Security was continued; as appears by that Law not being
enlarged, or found defetive till the Reign of K. Edward VI,

when

the faid Iutermixture was firft greatly broke through, and furnifhed
Pretences for FORESTALLING Corn, Cattle, Weol, &c. which
have been increafing ever fince, and wickedly practifed for near
Two Years laft paft, in Defiance of Law and Juftice, and
the leaft Regard to the Miferies and Diftreffes of Fellow-

without
Creatures..

-

5. A
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. A Divifion of the SURPLUS WOOL of England among [y many
 People, that the Exportation of great Quantities to other Countries
was difficult ; and very liable to be difcovered, as the Shecp-Lands
were well inhabited.

6. As moft of the lower and lowcft Claffes of People, by having
CERTAIN MEANS to, or toward Maintaining WIVES and
CHILDREN, muft neceffarily for thofe Reafons be much upon
the Increafe ; the WASTES or PEOPLE caufed by TRADE,
were from Time to Time repaired, without DIMINISHING 15
STOCK or COUNTRY PEOPLE, )

TG

FROM thefe feveral Things it evidently appears, that the ANCIENT
POLICY or ENGLAND in regard to Farins, Hufbandry, and Cottages,
was equally well calculated for the Security and Increafe of FOREIGN
TRADE, and for the Prefrvation and Increafe of INTERIOR
STRENGTH : and what this NATION hath gained by DEPARTING
from that POLICY, the DECAY of our INTERIOR STRENGTH,
the PRECARIOUS STATE of our FOREIGN TRADE, and #be
Strong Symptoms of a DECREASE in the NUMBER or PEOPLE for
Two Hundred Years Last past, . do moft unhappily thew.

It is extremely difagreeable to me to fay fo much upon Matters which
cannot be read without Concern by any Well-wither to this Country, but
they are of too much Importance to be paffed lightly over; more efpecially
as the Extracts here inferted from our ANCIENT LAWS, concerning
Hufbandry, Farms, and .Cottages, do at once point out the Difeafe of
DEPOPULATION, and thew how it may be CURED: fo that
every Perfon who reads thefe Confiderations, ¢5¢. will have the Satisfaction
to find, that though tbe Numser of PeoPLE hath been long DECREASING,
yet, the LOSS may, vnpEr PROVIDENCE, be certainly and
fafely REPAIRED ; and as to the NECESSITY of fuch Reparation,
whoever will confider what is faid in the Preamble to Statute 2 5 Henry VIIL
Chap. 13. and what WASTES or PEOPLE, €¢. €. there have been
fince that Time, will be SURE 7o rinND 1T OUT.

SR
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QUERIES bumbly Recommended to the Confideration
of Tae LANDHOLDERS or ENGLAND.

Firft.

Second.

Third.

Fourth.

Fifth.

Sixih,

Whether all the MONEY that is Raifed to Maintain the POOR,
be not ultimately PAID 8y tux LANDHOLDERS,
together with a compound Trading Intereft or Profit upon
that Part thereof which they do not immediately pay ?

‘Whether the Landholders, in Succeffion, have not immediately
or confequentially, within Two Hundred Years paft, PAID
or LOST as much MONEY for or by Means of the POOR,
as they have gained by MONOPOLIZING or FARMS,
and the INCLOSURE or COMMON LANDS:?

Whether the DEPOPULATION thereby caufed, hath nct
deprived their Tenants. or Them, of a conftant HO ME,
DEMAND for Corn, Cattle, Cheefe, Butter, Wool, &c.
EQUAL to the precarious FOREIGN DEMAND which
they have had of late Years for thofe Commodities ?

Whether, if there had not been fuch Depopulation, their Tenants
or Themfelves would not have had as great or a greater and
MORE CERTAIN Foreign Demand for their Commodities,
by Reafon of the Cheapnefs of Labour ; OVER anp ABCGVE «
Home Demand EQUAL to the prefent WHOLE DEMAND

- at Home and from Abread. ' ‘

Whether, in the aforefaid Cafe, there would not have been g3

- greater Home - Confumption of BREAD - CORN by at leaft
ONE MILLION or QUARTERS, or Eight Millions of
Buthels, per Annum 5 as alfo a proportionably greater Home
Confumption of Cattle, Cheefe, Butter, Weol, &c. and whether
the Landholders would not then have had HIGHER RENTS
to receive, and bave received them MoRE REGULARLY, than.
they have done of late Years ? :

Whether the Intermixture of TILLLAGE anp PASTURE in
every County, and moft Neighbourhoods, did not UNITE
AL THE LANDHOLDERS or ENGLAND 1xn ONE
COMMON INTEREST, that was perfeétly confiftent
“with the true and general Intéreft of the Kingdom; and
whether the growing of Cors in one County, the breeding of

Aa ' Cattle
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Cattle in another, the making of Cheefz in a Third, Butter in
a Fourth, &¢. have not DESTROYED that former common
Intereft whereby THE GOOD or THE WHOLE was
PROMOTED ; and inftead thereof CREATED}\F;’W or Six
SEPARATE INTERESTS among the LANDHOLDERS,
each of which CLASHES with the oiber, and ARE ALL
" AGAINST the TRUE axp GENERAL INTEREST
or THE KINGDOM ? — becaufe the People of - one County
can gain by diftrefling another; the People of Ten Counties,
can diftrefs the People of Thirty Counties; and I believe
that there have been about TWQ MILLIONS or Pounds
GAINED by fo doing, within Two Years laft paft ; but the
NATION hath been LOSING all that while, the Peace of it
hath been difturbed, Multitudes of poor People near famithed,
and fome innocent Blood thed, == WHICH THINGS
wee THUS USED = be principally to the bigh Difpleafiure
of ALMIGHTY GOD. —Statute 25 Henry VIII. Chap. 13.
‘Whether - the LOSS or e FOREIGN VICTUALLING
TRADE, wpor the ProuisitioN fo Impert LIVE CATT_LE
from IRELAND into ENGLAND, vand the Viftualling of
vaft Numbers of £ NG LIS H SHIPS with Irifb Beef, do not
" make it as plain as the:Sun in a bright Summer Day, that the
faid Prohibition was from the firft, and ftill continues to be,
againft the TRUE INTEREST or ENGLAND in general,
as well as againt the TRUE INTEREST OF THE
LANDHOLDERS in particular; and whether fuch a
Prohibition ever could have taken Place at all, if they had
not been DIVIDED into feparate and jarring Interefts as
before-mentioned ? . ‘

Lighth. Whether the Foreftalling, Regrating, and Ingrofing of CORN 1n
ENGLAND, in the Manner it hath been forefalled, &c.
within the laft Two Years, be not a mof effeitual Way to
LOSE tur CORN TRADE; and, Whether thofe Foreign
Nations which ufed to confume great Quantities of Engli/h
CORN, can DEPEND for future Supplies thereof upon a
Country wherein, although PROVIDENCE is pleafed to
fend PLENTY, bad Men can neverthelefs make artificial
SCARCITY; and thereby weaken that mutual Confidence

Seventh. .

~ between tbis and other Nations, without which our TRADE

‘canvor SUBSIST ?

Ninth,

[ 91 ]

Whether the aforefaid Monopolizing of Farms, Inclofing of
Common Lauds, Foreftalling of Corn, Caitlz, &c. and the
DEPOPULATION, as well as the vaft POOR’s RATES,

- andINCREASED PRICES of Living and of Labour, thereby

- caufed in ENGLAND, were not from the firft, and do. not
ftill continu¢ to be, the FunpamenTar and Cursr
CAUSES of vaft Quantities of Englifh WOOL, being bought
by Commiffion for, or privately conveyed af a Venture to the
FRENCH ; who have been thereby enabled to fell great
Quantities of WOOLLEN MANUFACTURES to the
People of Spain, Portugal, Ltaly, T urky, Eaft-India, and America,
which muft have been wrought in and fupplied from ENGLAND,

_if that WOOL had not been Run to FRANCE ? ‘

Whether by thefe Means, the MANUFACTURY of Engli/p
WOOL hath not been gradually Removing from England
to FRANCE, as it came from FLANDERS to England ?—
‘What but a fleddy Purfuit of other Meafures can prevent the

FRENCH from gaining, by Degrees, all our FOREIGN
WOOLLEN TRADE, by the Help of Englih WOOL 5
and if they fhould then take A FANCY to come HERE,
and manufa@ure it UPON THE SPOT ; Where will there
be found a bardy, brave and mumerons Race of COUNTRY
PEOPLE . .. ... To FIGHT ror tur RELIGION,
LIBERTY, axp TRADE or ENGLAND; or . ..

<« 10 SECURE tHE POSTERITIES OF THE PRESENT

LANDHOLDERS, 1~ tut POSSESSION or Turir
ESTATES? : : :

Ninth.

Tenth,

I hope that no Perfon will endeavour to invalidate what i have faid
concerning thefe Matters, by Quotations from Sir illiam Petty’s Political
Arithmetic, Dr Davenant’s Effays, or Mi Gregory King’s Calculations ; for
though T fhall be extremely glad to have it made appear, that I am miftaken
in regard to Depopulation, ¢Jc. yet, I would not have the PUBLIC
mifled, or enter into a Controverfy to no Purpofe; and therefore I
fhall here fhew, upon how flender and fallacious Foundations thofe ingenious
Men have grounded their Calculations ¢f tbe N umerr of PropLzE in
ENGLAND, and of the IncrEasE therein. :

Sir William Peity calculated the Number of People in England and Wales
to be SEVEN MILLIONS Three Hundred and Sisty '

-#ine THOUSAND, in
the Year 1682, upon the after-named Foundation.

The
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" 'The Medium annual Number of Burials in London for the Years 168
and 1682 was 22,331, which Number he multiplied by 30, in order to
afcertain the then Number of Inhabitants there, as Major Graunt had faid,
that One out of Thirty of them died yearly 5 and as at that Time, they paid
One Eleventh Part of the TAXES of England and Wales, Sir William
therefore calculated the Number of People in the other Parts of England,
to be TEN TIMES as many as he calculated there were in London,

But it unluckily happened, that Major Graunt was miftaken, in regard
to One Perfon out of Thirty in LONDON dying yearly; for according to
the Bills of Mortality for this City, One Perfon out of Twenty-four dies in
a Year; and the Medium annual Number of Burials therein, for T¢n Years
to 1685, was only Twenty-one Thoufand Zwo Hundred and Ninety-two,
which is 1,039 lefs than the Medium taken by Sir /7. Petty, upon only
Two Years, fo that his Calculation is made above OnE Fiftb Parr
too high by thofe Means: and the Proportion between the TAXES of
London and the other Parts of England, cannot give the true Proportion
between the NUMBERS or PEOPLE in the One and the Otker ; becaufe
the Inhabitants of London are more wealthy, more luxurious, and by
confequence pay more T'axes in Proportion to their Numbers, than are
paid by the other People of Ergland. ‘

Sir /7. Petty likewife calculated, that the Number of People in London
would be Five Millions 359 Thoufand 440 in the Year 18023 and all the
Foundation he had fer fo doing, was, fuch an Increafe in the Number of
Inhabitants therein, between the Years 1603 and 1683 as would, IF i
went on at the fame RATE, increafe to' 5,359,440, by the Year 1802 ;
but inftead thereof, the Number of - People in London at this Time is only
about 600,000 ; whereas it ought to have been above FOUR TIMES
as many, according to his Calculation. ; A

Dr Davenant followed Sir 7. Petty in his Calculation of the Number of
People in England, which he acknowledges in the Firft Volume of his
Difcourfes on the Pusric Revenuss, Page 105, and fays, that uwpon better
Inquiry it was found not well grounded 5 but he doth not fay by whom or by
what Means the Difcovery was made, and as he afterwards inferted Mr
Gregory King’s Calculations of theNumber of People, &, in his Effay upon
¢he Ballance of TRADE, it is moft likely that he confided in' them, ‘
. Mr King calculated the Number of People in all England to be Five
Mitlions 500 Thorfand, and the Number of People in London to be 530
Thoufand ; wherein he feems to have followed Sir /7. Petty’s Method, a_fter
rectifying the before-mentioned Errors ‘in the Medium Length of Lire, and
the Medium annual Number of Buriars in Loxdon; and the hypothetical

' Account
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Kccount formed by Mr King, of the Numbers of People which WERL; of
ARE TO BE in England, at the Ends of Eleven Centuries, commencing
in the Year 1300, and to end in the Year 2300, is a manifeft copying:
after Sit William Petty’s Account of the like Sort'; wherein thiey have both:
tdken it for granted, that the Prosrr of ENGLAND did and cronlds
INCREASE, . without inquiring whether the CAUSES or INCREASE
sttt EXISTED, or even regarding the great Depopulation that there
was in their own Times. ' ‘

Nay, it appears by the following Fxtra®, that Mr King hath even
preferred Hypothefis before ufeful Facrs. — ¢« What he [ Mr King | fays
€ concerning the Number of the People to be Five Millions 500 7/ bosfand

“¢ is no pofitive Affertion, nor thall’ we pretend any where to determine that

¢ Matter ; what he lags down is by way of Hypothefis, that sverosive
« the Inhabitants of England to have been, Anno 1300, Tz -Millions
¢ 860,000 Heads, by the orderly Series of Increafe allowed of by all
¢ Writers, they may probably be about, ##n0 1700, Five Millions 500,000
¢ Heads; but if they were, Ahuo: 1300, cither LESS: o MORE, tbe
« CASE muft proportionably ALTER.” Dr Davenan’s Effay upon the
Ballance of Trade, Page 24. . , _
~ This proves that Mt Kizg’s Calculation is founded upon Conjecture, and
it difcovers a ftrange Want of Judgment in thofe two ingenious Men; for
though they knew the Numbers of Houfes, Hearths, &c. whereby ‘they
might have formed’ a- tolerable Calculation of the Number of People' in
England, yet, they forfook thofe Guides, and begun with' a Conjeiture abui
the Number of People FOUR HUNDRED' YEARS before their own
Time, ’ o ’ L s
As t0 what thofe three Polit'iiczil' 'Arit’hmgticians" have faid concerning the
INCREASE or PEOPLE v ENGLAND; 1 do not find thar they had
any better Foundation to build upon, than the Regifters of Births and Burinls
in‘a few Parithes ; fram which nothing can be certaihly' diftovered, that i}
of Ufe in finding out the Jucreafe or Decreafe of People in this Nation;
becaufe there is a general Migration of People, from™ the Country t6
Market-Towns, and from them to this Metrspolis’y and this, together with
the different Degrees of Healthfulnefs; Prolification, and Longevity, in the
various Parts of England, arifing from their Being fituated bigh'or line, the
Nature of their Soi/, the Qualities of the Warer, &c. do prevent particulaf
Regifters from being of Ufe in this Refpect; for fome Regifters will give
one Degree of Increafe, and fome another ; in fome Parifhes the Number of

I_hh'abi;aq;s W‘ill‘épp{:af' to be at 4 §tand, and in others décreafing.
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So that nothing certain can be come at, without building upon all or

moft of the Parifh-Regifters in England, and knowing the Numbers of
Foreigners who die bere, as well as the Numbers of Englifb People who die
abroad; which feveral Things have not yet been attempted, nor the Number
of l’eople‘ counted ;5 and therefore Recourfe muft be had to the Increafe on
Decreafe in the Numbers of HOUSES anp COTTAGES throughout all
ENGLAND, in order to form a tolerable Judgment of the Increafe or
Decreafe in the NUMBER or THE PEOPLE tuerzor : for none of the
before-mentioned Calculations are of any real Ufe in this Refpect, though
thofe made by Mr King might have been of fome Ufe, if he had not moft
unaccountably begun with @ meer vague CONJECTURE, inftead of building
upon #feful Facts, and confidering what EFFECTS the DEPARTURE
from our ANCIENT POLICY iz regard to FARMS, HUSBANDRY,
COTTAGES, &c. bad produced with refpett to thefe MATTERS.

-+ Concerning-. the Settlement bf -the Poor.

The Statute 43 Elizabeth, Chap. 2. 'Whereby univerfal and regular
Provifion was firft made for the Poor, doth not contain any RuLk for
SprrLING fhem 3 but by Statute 39 Elizabeth, Chap. 6. All idle Perfons
going about in any -Country [County ] Begging, were deemed to be
Ragues, Vagabonds, and Sturdy Beggars, were ordered to be #Whipped, and
then to be forthwith fent to the Parifbes in which they were born, if the
fame were known, or otherwife, to the Parifhes where they laft dwelled ;
from whence it is plain, -that there was not at that Time any other Rule for

Settling poor People, than ‘1N the Parisuss where they were born s though

by Statutes 19 Henry VIIL. Chap. 12. and 14 Elizabeth, Chap. 5. Abiding
or Dwelling in a Place for Three Years gained & Settlement there 5 but it
feems to have been only in Cafes where the Places of Birth were not known,
as they are firft mentioned in both of thofe Statutes. ,

Nor could there be any Rule of Seitlement fo proper as this natural one,
when ENGLAND was near equally Peopled, when there were Common

Lands belonging to moft Parifhes, and when the fubftantial Inhabitants of

' each Parifh were near egually capable of Employing their Poor, in Agriculture,

Spinning of Wool, Hemp, Flax, &c. as is more particularly mentioned in
Pages 60 and 61 ; but the REASON upon which that Rule of Settlement
was FOUNDED, hath been wafling away ever fince the Year 1550, by
the Monopolizing of Farms and the Inclofure of Common Lands, as alfo, by

' the
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the Lofs of the Linen Manufaury in the Reign of King Charles the Second:
from which Time, the faid Rule of Settlement hath been produ&ive of wha;:
1 thould have called great INJUSTICE to many Parithes, if the LAW
had not made JUSTICE of it; and yet I am ftill under a Difficult
to find out the EQUITY -of one Part of the PEOPLE or THIY.;
REALM paying Four Shillings in the Pound out of their ESTATES or
INCOMES, toward Maintaining the Poor thereof, while another Part of
Them pay only Ore Shilling in the Pound for that Ufe, and fome, perhaps
pay only Four-pence in the Pound. | » PP

For this certainly was not the Cafe in the Reigns of Queen £/
King Fames 1. and' King Charles]. though the C}Targe 1nii}htl.nofht:lz1(éi€llfé
EQUALLY BORNEj and it is certain, that enormot;s Poor’s-Rates
have fince thofe Times brought many Trading Towns to RUIN or
DECAY; becaufe the Payment thereof hath obliged the fubftantial
Inhabitants of fuch Towns to RAISE tbe Prices ‘of their #%sollen or oth;r
eranul{//Izﬁur;s &proportionably, which being thereby made DEARER than
ike Manufaltures wrought elfewher id 7 s" ha
Means, loft their Trade.'g e 7 thc fald o VhaW?’ Py shof

To this it was owing, that the WOOLLEN MANUFACTURIES
OF E_N GLAND were_in a much more Ruinous State during the Reign
of King Charles 11 than they otherwife would have been; for it aj c:rs
by an Account of the ‘then Poor’s-Rates, inferted in Dr Davenais’s Igls)s
upon WAYS and Means, that the People‘ of TEN Countizs ;ﬂ IA;”I
principally depended upon Woollen Manufefturies; paid almoft as n"':;l
Money toward Muintaining the Poor, as was paid by the People of] | hl
other FORTY TWO Counries in Eugland and WWales. g . e

The TOTAL SUM paid in the Fifty-two Counties; upon a Medi
of feveral Years, towa‘rd the lattet End of the faid Reion, was, Six [}u dunzli
and Sixty-five THOUSAND Zhree HuNDRED andbS;x{jv;tz;b POUI}iIgS
per Annum which Sum amounts to Twelve Thoufand Sever Hundred azd
Ninety-five Pounps, &c. for each County, upon a general Average ; iﬂ
the Ten after-named Counties, inftead of contributing proportionab% ’ u(;
'the f¢vera1 Sums placed againft each of them refpetively; and as Jzof’rkpa*l-
is I:lOt om.a of them, there cannot be much Reafon to obje& againft .
ftating this Matter as if the feveral Counties were of equal Exgé m?
though they are far from being o in Reality. q\‘ o S
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CounTizs. Poor’s-Rates.
o Pounds.
Devonthire and Fxon . . . .../ 34my64
Effex .. ..o, 37m348
Gloucefterfhire and Gloncefter . . . 19mboo -
Kent . .....c00 0.0 29m87;5
Lincolnthire and Lincoln . . . . .. 31ms00
Norfolk and Norwich . . . . ... 46m200
Somerfetthireand Briftel. . . . . . . gom263
Suffolk ... .. e e 25mY500
Wiltthire: » . . . ... ... .. 18mado.

London, Middlefex, and: Weftminfler. - 56m380 |

[RES S

Thefe Ten Counties 'paic‘l"b' e . £ 320m920 h
But their Proportion,, «pon an Average, wasonly — 127m950

———

So: that they paid more than their Proportion, by - 201mg70;
Which is much above DOUBLE what they. -
ought to have paid. . -~ .= . e

And as Manufaturies do not {pread equally in: any County, but. are
generally carried on in particular Towns or Parithes thereof, it is very
probable, that fuch Towns, or Parithes, within the aforefaid Ten Counties,
as had Woollen Manufacturies feated in them during. the Reign of King
Charles 1. did then pay FOUR TIMES their Proportion of the CHARGE
of MavtaiNing the Poor of ENGLAND. . . ».
* Things of this Sort frequently happen,, in. one or other of -our Trading
Towns ;. and as they are attended by a long Train of ill. Confequences, it
is furprizing to me, that a Stop hath not been put to them.s for ... . .

BY THESE MEANS

The FRENCH have gained great Advantages over US in our FEOREIGN
WOOLLEN TRADE to Spain, Portugal, Italy, Turky, Eaft-India, and
America, S (et : ;
. OUR principal #oellen Manufacturers have been obliged to have. their
CLOTHS azd STUFFS made either inferior in Quality, or lefs in Quantity,
than they useD 20 be; or to opprefs their Workmen and Workwomen by
reduced Rates of WaGes, or by paying them in Corw, CrErEs:, &c.
inftead of MonEY 5 in order 1o keep the faid CLoTHs and STUFFs af fuch
Prices, that they might be fold in ForRvieN MARKETS.,

The PEOPLE or ENGLAND have been obliged to' pay- more
than proportionably DEARER for, or to be worsE sErvED with WOOLLEN
CLOTHS: axp STUFFS, for their own Wear or Usk 3 becaufe all the
Money that principal Manufa&turers pay toward Maintaining the Poor, muft
be repaid to them in the Prices of their Manufaltures, and likewife a trading

Intereft or Profit thereon, : S
)
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- So. that the Advantages which feemingly arife to thofe People who pay lets
than Equar Proror11oNs toward Maintaining the Poor, are meer Deceptions,

for the wroLE NaTIon are LLosErs thereby, and none Garn but the French.

- Nor are thefe the only il Confequences which attend the grear Tnegualitics
between the Poor’s-Rates in the different Parts of ENGLAN D for the

DISTRESS :that hath been thereby brought into many reputable Families, .

hath caufed them 'to look upon poor People as a NUSANCE.

Every Perfon can fee a Reafon why he ought to pay-as much Money toward

t'he‘ EXPENCES or GOVERNMENT, as is paid by other Perfons of
like £ffate or Income with himfelf ;. and his Confience will inform him, that he
ought to contribute: toward Maintaining the Poor in his Cou NTRY, according

to his. Ability ;- but neither Rea/fon nor Confeience will tell him, that he ought.
to pay FOUR TIMES as much as another Perfon in like Circumftances;

and as the LAW doth not require him to pay MORE than bis. JUST SHARE
of :the ' TAXES upon Land, Houfes, Beer; Wine, Salt, &c. he may well.
wonder that the AW obliges him to pay MORE rbas 47 EQUAL SrarE of
the TAX to MaINTAIN the POOR. - ' . . :

For the Principles of Eguity in the .common Concerns of Life, are equally

weu underftood by Perfons of every Degree, and-as the Welfare of Multitudes |
of reputable Families depends upon their paying o#ly MODER ATE Poor’s-Rates, _‘

natural Affection obliges them to feck for Relief from EnoRMOUS ones 5 but

the Law is DEAF in thefe Cafes, for it obliges them to maintain all the poor .

People who were eithier o in the Parifhes where fuch Families dwell, or have
acquired Settlements in thofe Parifhes, by living there, according to certain

Rures and Forms prefcribed by Authority; fo that fuch Families are driven

to the hard Neceflity of either diftrefling themfelves, or of not providing for
thofe poor People whom the Law hath -ordered them to Maintain ; and as’
CHARITY ‘begins at HOME, the POOR muft thift for themfelves, and
wander about Begging or Stealing. - = : : T

This is a Reafon why poor People are fo ill cared for in many Parithes,
and this together with the Difguft caufed by being obliged to Maintain abl;
Poor in Idlenefs, are ‘really enough to make even worthy and charitably

difpofed Perfons -look ‘upon the POOR as a NUSANCE; to which the .

Law hath greatly contributed by branding poor People with the Appellation -
of ROGUE, and ordering them to be PUNISHED accordingly, although -

they neither have ffo/erz nor attempted to fleal ANY THING, but only .

{uppl{cated that RELIEF which their Parithes cannot or will st give thems .
for this furnifhes People who are of Ability to GIVE, and would otherwi :,-}
be afbamed 1o DENY, with Pretences .for not. giving Alms to fach poor
People as are real Objeds of Charity, and more than- countenanceth cruel

Or unwarrantable Treatment of the Poor. = S
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Such have been the bitter Fruits of adhering to a RvLE of ‘SE'I‘TLEMENT
for the POOR, after the REASON or IT 1s GONE; an.d as to the
xﬁodern Deviations from that Rule in feveral Cafes, they .have fntroduced a
contemptible Low CUNNING among fubftantial ?erfo‘ns, in t‘helrlDEALINGS
with working PEOPLE, and.by common POOR 3 whlch. hath obliged the Latter
to practife Cunning in their own Defence, and for this they are called by hard
Names, although they only follow the E.XAMPITE of their BETT.EI.{S,
and Poverty will juttify many Actions which are Difgraces to Subfantiality,

By Statute § and g #illiam I11. Chap. 0. Sect. 1. If any Perfon. who fhall‘
come into any Parifh there to inhabit, fhall at the fa{nc Time d_elwer to the
Churchwardens or Overfeers of the Poor of fuch Parith, aCeruﬁcgte (an?er‘
the Hands and Seals of the Churchwardens and Ofv.arﬁer.t of .any other Parx‘/b,_
attefted by Two or more credible Witneffes, and fuliferibed by.T wo or more Fuftices
of the Peace) acknowledging the Perfon or Perfons thcrelfl meptxonefi, to be

legally fettled in that Parifh; fuch Certificate fha.ll obhgc the.PanIh from
whence the faid Perfon or Perfons came, to Receive and Provide for them
and their Families, whenever he, fhe, or they, become chargeable,‘. or.are
forced to afk Relief, in the Parifh to which they Rcmoyed,' although the
Children of fuch Perfon or Perfons were born there ; px:qvxded _they have not
otherwife acquired a legal Settlement therein., . . . I wifh that fome Pe;{on
would point out the Equity of lerting one Paristt bave the BENEFIT arifing
from the LiaBouR of & working Family, fo long as they can or do ’work? and of
then obliging aNoTHER Parise fo Maintain thet Family in Old Age. or Sicknefs,
I Certificates of this Sort were eafily obtainable by all working People,

who are obliged to feek for Employment out of the Parithes in which they

were born, fuch People would be thereby proieffed, and ,h?.ve fome Chance
of getting Relief, when they fall Sick, or.come to Peverty in ﬁrangg Pl;ces;
ot where they are not legally intitled to Relief: but I do not find. t':hatb the
Churchwardens and Overfeers of the Poor, can be ~eompc}}ed,:tovgw~ej fuch
Cextificates, and I have been affured that they frequently refufe to grant them;
fo that poor labouring Peopleare left to fhift for themielves, and are thereby
expofed to be pepmep ROGUES, and to be. PUNISHED s THIEVES, or
7o PERISH ror WANT 5 meerly on Aceount of a Knavife Cunning: and
Intention, to load ether Parithes with peor People, who do notfairly, or even

"g ) [ o8 1] 99 1]

any Town or Patifh, and perform that Service, thall be adjudged to have a-
good Settlement therein. — And from hence have fprung other Pieces of low
Cunning, whichare, Quarrelling with Servants before they have lived a Year
in one Place ; having tham Quarrels with them for a Week or {fo, and then
hiring them again or hiring them for lefs Time than a Year. o
By Section 8. of the laft-named Statute, Any Perfon who thall be bound

an Apprentice by Indenture, in any Town or Parith, and there inhabit during
fuch Time of Binding, fhall be deemed to have a good Settlement therein.

- By Statute g George I.. Chap. 9. Se&. 5. No Perfon who purchafeth an
Eftaté under the Value of Thirty Pounds in any Parifh, fhall thereby acquire a
Settlement in that Parith for any longer Time than fuch Perfon fhall inhabit
in the Eftate fo bought, but fhall be removed to the Parith wherein he or {he
was laft legally fettled. — So that if a Man lofes Twenty or Thirty Pounds by
Misfortunes in one Parith, he is Mot to be there Maintained, but muft be
Removed into another Parith, from whence he nioft probably brought his
Money; in which Cafe, one Parifb gains the MONEY, and the Parifh which
Ioft it is obliged to Maintain the PAUPER., e The EQUITY of which I
cannot find out. g ' a

- I fhall not mention any more of the Means whereby
Settlements out of the Parithes in which they were born, as thofe already
mentioned are the moft general ones ; but it will be neceffary to point out
the principal ill Confequences which have attended breaking through the
natural, ancient, and plain RULE or SETTLEMENT: by Birth; for
though T have already thewn, that the faid RULE hath long out-lived the
REASON upon which the fame was F OUNDED; vet, the Diftrefies,
Hardthips, &, thereby caufed, do feem to me to have been greatly
increafed by the modern Deviations from it -~ e

- I have before obferved, that the general Courfe of Migration in Englind,
is, from Rural Parifbes to Market-T" owns, and from both of them to the
Capital City ; fo that great Multitudes of People, who were born in Rural
Parifbes, are continually acquiring SETTLEMENTS in Cities ot T owns; more
efpecially in thofe Fowns where confiderable Manufa@uries are- carried ‘on;

People may acquire

and as TRADE is not only of a fluGtuating Nature, but many Towns in
Zngland carry on Manufacturies of the fame Kind, and are always gaining or

aceording to Law, belong to them.— Certainly thofé Men who can without
juft Canfe refule to grant fuch Certificates to peor labouring  People, - would

lefing with refpeét to each other, although theve be an Increafe of Manufattries
upon the Whole 5 it muit neceflarily follow, that there will be frequent

s Gaen ey

ive a Waterman §ixpence to fet firanded dead Bodies afloat again, that the g Ebbings in the Manufaturies of éne or other of our Trading Towrs.
%mﬂhes they REPRESEN'T may [ave 4 fow Shillings, by not having fuch Bodies ‘ And when: the Manufa&uries of any ‘Town or Parifly ate upott the Decay,
te).béry 5 or would make excellent NEaro- Drivers in our Sugar- Dlands. i1 both EQUITY and GOOD POLICY feem to'me to require, that firch

A
R

By Statute 3 #ilfigm:.and Mary, Chap. r1. Sect.7. Any unmarried Perfon, o Town or Parith fhould have fome HELP toward -Maha‘egin‘ing‘ the unemployed
| ot having Child or Children, who fhall ke lawfully hired for One Year in ?é Paople there inbabiting; which Hzup, the ancient Rule of Settlement by Birth
» - | R cany g 2 S dd
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did in Part give, becaufe fuch of the unemployed People in a Decaying
‘Town or Parifth as were not born therein, were to go to their native Places
for Maintenance : whereas by ‘thefe modern SUPERCEDURES of
Settlement by Birih, a Decaying Town hath fo many poor People o
Maintain, who have acquired SETTLEMENTS tberein, by being either
Honfekeepers, Apprentices, or bired Servants, that it can hardly efcape RUIN.
The faid Supercedures of Settlement by Birth have alfo introduced, as
before-mentioned, a contemptible low Cunning among fubftantial People, in.
their DEALINGS with working People, .and by common Poor-; which' is
not only bafe in itfelf, but puts poor People upon pradtifing Cumning in their
Turn, andis a DISHONOUR to the NATION. S -
'The faid Supercedures have likewife caufed numberlefs LAW - SUITS,.
about the Settlement of the Poor, created mice Diftinétions, and raifed trifling
Difficulties; infomuch, that what the Reverend and Judicious Mr Bus# hath
thought expedient to infert concerning the Relicving, Ordering, &c. of the
Poor, in his Digeft of our Laws, makes full OnE Thirteenth Part of the
Whole ; and he fays, That there have been more Cafes adjudged upon the
Jingle Aét of 13 and 14 of Charles I1. [whereby the ancient Rule of Settlement
by Birth was firft broke through, &c.] than upon any other Fifty A%s in the
Statute-Book.—S¢e, Title—Poor (Settlements)— in the faid Digeft.
~ Certainly fuch a Multiplicity of Law-Suits, is a ftrong Sign of Badnefs: in
the Law that admits of them: but Things of this Kind lofe’ all ‘Weight,

when it is confidered that our LAWS bave SETTLED the POOR .in sfuch.

a MANNER, as to compel one Part of the PEOPLE or ENGLAND
to pay FOUR TIMES - as much MoNEY foward MaINTAINING the Poor’
thereqf, -as is paid by other People of like ESTATES or INCOMES ;' and

when the great Objests EQUALITY anp GOOD POLICY are guite out
of SIGHT, neither RULES nor REASONING can o MUCH GOOD.

Concerning the REMOVAL of POOR PEOPLE foom s

Places where they fall SICK, or want EMPLOYMENT,
to the Places of their SETTLE MENT. =

: ‘TI:—IE Removal of podr Peoplé to the Places of their Settlement, was
both EQUITABLE and PROPER, when the fubftantial Inhabitints of
moft Parithes were EQUALLY capable of Employing their Poor : but

this hath not been wholly the Cafe in ENGLAND fince the Year 1550,

as I have before thewn ;'nor hath it been fo, in any Degree,’ fince the Lefs
of the Linen Manufafury in the Reign'of K. Charles11 : from which Time,

the Poor have not only been made very numerous, by the Meansalready
mentioned, but the Quantities of Employment in different Parithes have

likewife

'
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likewife been made very difproportionable s fo that vait Muliiudes of

working People are obliged to leave their native Places, and to travel abour
the Nation, in order to Maintain themfelves by honeft Induf’cry. )

And therefore the fending of fuch People to their own Parifhes, when
they fall Sick or want Employment in other Parts of the” Nation, cannot
now be RIGHT ; becaufe, in general, it is Removing them from Parifhes
wherein they MIGHT BE EwmpLovep, or beiter RELIEVED, to Parifhes
which they bave LEFT for Want of EMPLOYMENT 07 RELIEF: and when
the Inhabitants of wealthy Cities, Towns, or Parithes, do fuch Things as
thefe, the Inhabitants of Places where Wealth doth not abound, may wel]
follow their Example ; but the Driving of poor People about in this Manner
is @ bad Thing, the fame is likewife attended with 2 great énd Jruitlefs
ExpENgs, and it gives to THIEVES many Opportunities of Stealing and
Concealment. - o ' ) o o

For if immediate Relief and Employment were tendered to all People who

beg, thofe Beggzzrs‘who begun to make Excufes, inftead of accepting of the

Offer, might well be fufpected to be Thicves, or at leaft Yagabonds . but
the Misfortune is, that not many Parithes can fulfil fuch Offers, Wi::hout;
receiving Beggars into private Houfes, or trufting them farther than oy ht
in Prudence to be done : fo that diftreffed warking Pegple, cunning Beg agr;
and Rogues, are all fuffered to pafs through the Country, with or wz:fbou;
RELIEF or PUNISHMENT, according to the Difpofitions of
Magiftrates, ¢, and as to the working People, it is Ten to One that the
cannot be Employed in their Parithes when they return to them vwz’tbou};
taking BREAD from fome other 1npustTrIOUS PEOPLE who live t/o;re
‘The Juftices of Peace may indeed oblige the fubftanial Inhabitants of
Parifhes to employ in Turn fuch poor unemployed People; but thefe are ar
beft bard Expedients; for every Freeholder, Farmer, T; radefman, &c, dotah
of courfe Employ as many Servants or Workmen as he wants, ;'nd f'uch
can well perform the Bufinefs he fets them about : {o that obliging Farmerjs
Tradefinen, &c. to take Servants whom they have not Occafion for, anc;
who are Strangets to the Bufinefs, if not unable to perform it, is re;H
Hardthip upon them efpecially as they muft either Maintajn for a Ti)lrnz
One Servant more than they can Employ, or turn a well-known Servant
out of Employment : in the latter of which Cafes, it is the d;ﬁ'al‘ded Servant
and not the Pariff, that , MAINTAINS the other poor Perfin, o
SR,
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A RECAPITULATION concerning DEPOPULATION.

T HE Weol and Woollen Manufatiuries of England are NATURALLY
Caufes of great WEALTH and POPULATION, and wife Laws made
them fo in FACT, till the Reign of K. Edward V1 ; but from that Reign
to this prefent Time, 2 perverfe Ufe hath been made of thofe National
Bleffings, whereby their natural Effeés have been perverted into POVERTY
and DEPOPULATION which have been brought about, by Removing
Multitudes of People from Our natural and fixed Bafis, Land, to the
artificial and fluétuating Bafis, Tla]gle 3&( or, in plainer Words,
MONOPOLIZING OF
A N D ‘
INCLOSING or COMMON LANDS;
W HEURETBY
Some HUNDRED THOQUSANDS ofl FSKRMERS and COT TAGERS,
w
Were moft to be Depended upon
F O R
The DEFENCE of the NATION, and the INcrREASE of PEOPLE,

HAVE BEEN BEREAVED
.0 F

PROPERTY or INTEREST 1 LAND;
T St W1 d CHILDREN,
S an
RTAIN MEANS to Maintain WIVE
¢ For NO BETTER REASON Tman |
TuE crEaT PROFIT THaAT COMETI—I or SHEEP:

A N D
HAVE BEEN DRIVEN TO SEEK FOR MAINTENANCE,

FARMS,

UNCERTAIN MEANS arifing fron TRADE;

- WHEREIN,

LUXURIOUS LIVING or POVERTY or CIRCUMSTANCES

A N D

The Want’ of MANLY EXERCISE, or bqlng MUCH CONFINED,

H A VE

. IMPAIRED their HEALTH and BODILY STRENGTH

From whence have jbllowea’
DECREASES in the NUMBER STATURE and VIGOUR,

THEIR POSTERITIES
From GENERATION to GENERATION,
WHICH HAVE ENDED

I N :
TOTAL EXTINCTION awp NATTOI}{AL_ WEAKNESS.
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A RECAPITULATION concerning the P OO R.
Tuer PERVERTED Ustc

O F
WOOL anp WOOLLEN MANUFACTURIES
For Two HunprRED Yrars paft,
WAS axp IS,
THE FIRST axbo GREAT CAUSE

A NUMEROUS and INCREASING POOR,
DURING art THAT Timz,

F 0O R
BY MEANS THEREOF,

PEOPL F have been conTiNvaLLy REMoOVED from L AN D,
FASTER THAN

THEY have been EmprLovED in, or EXTINGUISHED by TRADE:
From  whence  bave _followed,
ConsTanT Successions of Poor uNEMPLOYED PropLi,

W-H O M
Tue LAW hath caufed to be separaTED into SMALL Nuwmskrs,
SO AS$S TO
Maxe it the INTEREST of their MaIiNTaINERS,

T O .
KEEP THEM in IDLENESS,;
AND HATH ALSO

SETTLED Twim fo VERY UNEQUALLY

T H A T
The POOR’S-RATES in {ome PARISHFS
. N ‘A R B
FOUR TIMES as HIGH as in other PARISHES,
WHICH THINGS HAVE PRODUCED

Harp HeArRTEDNESs toward pisTRESSED PErsons and common Poor,
THAT hath been the OCCASION

N THEIR BEING ILL TREATED,
ILL TREATMENI‘ HATH DRIVEN THEM

THEFT PROSTITUTION or BEGGING;
* Wherein the L. AW hath been INSTRUMENTAL

NOT makmgvproper PROVISION for poor PropLE out of their PARISHES,

" AND BY

TRFATING Them as THIEVES if They BEG,

Troven BEGGING be an OverT-Act of HONESTY anp NECESSITY
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A DISTRIBUTION of the PROFITS arifing from the LABOUR
of Manufalturers and other Working People.

AS it is a common Saying, 7hat THOSE who proriT by the Lasour
of the Poowr, ought to MainTarn them 3 and there are not only many
Perfons who think tbat the PROFITS arifing from fuch Lsvour are chiefly
CONFINED to the principal Manufaiturers and other fubjtantial Inbabitants of
the Towns and PARISHES wherein MANUFACTURIES o7 cther TRADE are
rarried on, but the fame hath been, or feems to have been tbe FunpamenTAL
Princirre by which the LAWS or ENGLAND have seTTLED the Poor
thereof, it will be proper to fhew, that the faid PROFITS are not fo
CONFINED; but on the contrary, are DIFFUSED rar and WIDE,
among the fubflantial Inbabitants of various Countries, Counties or Parifbes
and that, in general, ONLY a fmall Proportion of fuch Profits REMAIN
to the fubjtantial Inbabitants of thofe Towns and Parifhes wherein they were
gained by Labour as aforefaid. : ' _

In order to which, it will be neceffary to make an ESTIMATE of the
Income and Expences of a common Manufafturer’s or Working Man's
FamirLy for as Four Parts in Five, and in many ‘Inftances a ‘greater
Proportion, of the Profits arifing from the Labour. of fuch a Family, are
firft of all paid to it ir WAGES, the Mannerin which thofe #ages are laid
out, will be A CLUE ‘o difcover, WHO a1 the PRoFITS arifing from that
L.aBour ; becaufe whatis true in regard to fuch a Family, will generally be
true with refpec to fubftantial Families which live in the fame Town or Parith,

But I muft caution the Reader, not to miftake the following EstimaTs,
Jor the real State of any one Famivry in particular, nor to raife Objections
againt the Rates of Wages, or againtt this or that Head of Expence, as being
fomewhat 100 bigh or too low; for Families whichare of the fame Clafs; have
not all like Incomes, nor-do they proportion their Expences alske, but fome lay
out more Money in one Thing and fome in another; as Occafion or Inclination
direct, fo that MaTTERS of this Sort muft-be ftated in 4 generul Manner.

AN ESTIMATE of the Annvat Income and EXPE.N\CES of
' a Manyfaéturer, ‘his Wife, and Children. - :

S ANNUAL INCOME. _ .
The Huspanp may earn Fifteen Pence a Day, the WIre Sixpence, a
greater Boy or Girl Zwo Pence, and a lefier Boy or Girl One Penny, making
in all Two Shillings a Day s at which Rates, if they work Three Hundred Days
in the Year, their Whole AnnuaL Income will be THIRTY,PQ_UNDS;
and their Annual Expences may be as follow, '

ANNUAL

S

oy

S

o fes ]
ANNUAL EXPENCES, ,
A | L
1 For House-Rent ... oo i, £x:-—‘
2 e Breap-Corw, for6in Family; Thirsy-fix Bufhels
+ at 35. 6d..per Buthel (or Roots and Greensin Liew .

[ &

., of Part of this Quantity of Bread-Corn) - ... 6: 6: =
g — Curese ,.......... 12Penceper Week 25020 e—
4 — MikandBurrer . ..., Thefame .... 2:iz2:—
5 — Berr, PoRk, &c. ««. Thefaime ..., 2:12:==
6 — BrerorCyper . ... .. Thefame ', ... 212" e
7 == SALT ... ... 6Pecks . ...V w6y
8 ==  GROCERY. WARES a#d -MEDICINES '\ s v i sty sk s 10 1 e
9 — WOOLLENCLOATHING "4 v viviaie v v vig g 0 42— i e
10 = LINENCLOTH tiv v v viv v 6 v vt v vn vieos 23 el
IT — SHOES 4 v v v v v v v v vvann i aiees o 110 :1—
12 — Coars, CAnDLES and Seap, .. ... ..... 1:10:—
13 — Rerairs of Houfhold Utenfils, &¢. . . v i oo ww=m? 10 %o
i4 — Taxes and Tradefmen’s Profits thereon o . v . ... .1 1107 e

‘Total of the Annual Espences 29 : 10 3 mm

Thefe Matters being premifed,- it will now be eafy to difcover,

WHO gain the ProriTs arifing from L aBovr: as aforefaid ;
~-For every Perfon- muft be convinced; that the common Wants of Nature
oblige Manufalturers and other working Pesple to lay out their WAGES: in
the feveral neceffary Commodities and Manufactures which are ‘mentioned in
the preceding Eftimate; and it is evident that. the. Inhabitants of Trading
Towns and Parithes cannot carn’ MORE than they can KEEP of.tbe
Prorits arifing from L.avour therein performed, or kxxp MORE. of them
than are laid out for Commoditics or Manufastures there PRODUCED.
- If they are fupplied with Cérn, Chegfe, Butter, Beef, Mutton, Paorky Malt,
Waollen: Cloathing,. &c.-from otlier Counties, or Parifhes, the People thereof
GAIN' from: the faid Inbabitants s MucH. of the ProrFiTs arifing from. their
Lasour, AS-ISRECEIVED for the CommopITIES: [0 fupplied 5 andithe

- People of thofe other Counties and Parifhes derive that: GAIN fron-the faid -

LABOUR, “for by Means ‘thereof; Money was earnied to pay for" theit
Commaodities 5 fo that nothing more remains on’ this' Head than to- afcertain

the PROPORTION of ProriTs KEPT' in Trabine Towns arnd PAR1sHES.

And this; though VARIED by the different Quantities; Fertlity,- &c.
of Land lying within ‘the parochial Limits of. fuch Towns and’ Parifhes

refpectively; eannot' be GREAT in any Part of ENGLAND'; becaufe,

confiderable Manufasturies are generally carried on in Crriss, of MARKET

Towins': — the Lands parochially belonging fo Birmingham, Wolverbampton; -

Liverpoole, " Manckefter, Leeds,Halifax, Sheffield, &, probably arenot
v : ‘Ee fufficient
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) uffici i i bi ith Roots, Greens, Fruits . : : : o o
L fufficient to fupply their refpective Inhabitants wi Roots, s, Fruits, . L N ‘.
% Milk, and to graze or feed their Hor/fes. E R T TR T RN AR E U LT N T A R TR S T T3 g
¢ ‘But then there are many other Trading Parithes which have a Number o , T : ,
,;!i of Farms within their feveral Limits, from whence the Inhabitants are partly N A ‘
fupplied with Corn, Cattle, Cheefe, or Butter, and are thereby. enabled to : I o o _
;'.5' KEEP 4 greater PROPORTION of the PROFITS arifing from their Lagour NE ~m7 'SY E M OF PO CYy
i — fo that a Medium between thefe two Extremes muft be taken, and the N E YS T - F OLI Y
b following Diftribution of Zwenty-nine Pounds Ten Shillings, earned and & , S ‘ . ;
i éXpéndéc% by a Manufa¢turer’s Family as aforefaid, .may well enough ferve I L Moft humbly P YOPQ@d for 5
i for ¢ general Rule. R ‘ , » . o N S _ o . ‘
% - A Diftribution of the Profit arifing from Labour, and Expended for L "RELIEVING, EMPLOYING, and ORDERING
g BRI - Maintenance of the Family that Earned it. ’ o - ST .
o There will Remain in the Parith where the Family lives—For £ § D | | S
i ;Irouﬁ—Rem, Milk, Butter, 4 of the Article Nox2, and £ Part ; The POOR of E NG LAND and w4 L ES.
it ‘ : of the Tradefmen’s Profits, or Manufa&urgrs Labazgﬁon the " o . T o o v
* Commodities and Manufatures mentioned in the Eftimate 5 : 10 : o » / o o C '
There will be Gained in other COLlntiesfor Parifh'e; in ghgi;md 3 ) FUNDA M ENTAL PRI N CIPL E 5. v
. By the OwnErs or OccuriErs of Corn Lands, Bree ing ' ; . i S Nt ; i
L:mc)i(f, Feeding Lands, Dairy Lands, Sheep Lands, Wood o ; : The M;l.ng‘.nanci (if the Pﬁglg Yls aG %u]t)y .requlred of
g‘? Lands, Mines of Coal, Copper, ‘:Tirz, Lead, Iron, Saltworks : ‘ ; ‘ T }{VIEXIblln by ; -MI?_ 5 : - : Wealth
. as alfo, by Manufa&urﬁrs, Aﬁuﬁcers, and Tradefmen, of : Religious. 4 1) e Ml ity tc;_ %).eg orm this Duty confifts 1n Wealt
i . various Sorts—among them all". .-, . .. ... e 21 1 ent oo T} Or vleans of living : i . o
» There will be paid for Taxes into Hrs MajesTy’sExchequer  1: 5: - | Each Perfon is therefore to difcharge the faid Duty
% . 'There will be Gained by the People of Scotland or Ireland, for = . - L DR pl‘OPOftionably to his Circumftances.
i Linew Cleth . 0L 000000000, e e v e LUIOD e » ‘ - R AR . ‘ ‘
There will be Gained by the Britifs Colonies, Spain, Venice, ™ Thef%akmg of 1:r°‘f1ﬁ0n for the Poor is the Bufinefs
i - &c. for Grocery Wares and Drugs . . . . . 0oL .. —_— 5o P e of Government : B : . :
5 L _ R o - ...+ | The Chargeof fuch Provifion is-a Tax upon the Eftates
! S P DR The Total as before - 29 : 10 : Cen -and Incomes of the People : -~ x oo o
- From hence it appears; that in general, ONLY O~z Fifth ParT of the / P Stical ‘The faid Tax ought therefore to be equally borne as 3
4 "PROFITS. arifing from the Liasour of Manufafiurers, and other: working 5 } oaiflil . other Ta_xes, are. - Cheee
it People in TrapinG Parisues, CAN. BE KEPT iz the Crrirs, Towns, i udicial Proper Maintenance: thould be provided f:or all poor:
Ly or PARISHES, wherein the fame are GAINED : and yet, if any Trading City, | "7+ | _ People, when and where they want Relief :
Town, or Parifb comes to DECAY, -the remaining fubftantial Inhabitants 4 - 1 Thofe poor People who are {o:relieved ought to work: :
thereof are obliged by LAW, To Maryran ALL treIR POOR; at leaft, ) | fO? ‘thell‘ Malnt,alx.lers’. if they are able: N
the People of other Counties . cannot be obliged to contribute thereto, nor ; | Such-of them as can WO}'k but refufe to semploy them- ;&;
even the People of other Parithes in the fame County, unlefs the Juftices of . L felyves;,: may therefore juftly be pum{hed. ,
Peace within fuch County, think proper to ufe the Difiretional Power vefted . [Their chief Work f.hould. be of thofe Sorts which Men, ;
in-them by Statute 43 Elizabeth Chap. 2. Set. 3: which Power is only to Women, and Children may eafily learn and perform: i
be ufed when the Inhabitants of a Parith are not able to levy among themfelves t o Commercial 4 It fhould likewife be fuch Work as is much and con- {
: Jufficient Sums of Money for Maintaining and Employing their Poor’; .fo that 4 S Y ftantly Wam?d in all Parts of England: . - | %; .
¥ 2 PARISH is to be Ruined BEFORE it can be Relieved, inftead of L3 - - | And fugh. as will not._:ca'ke En_xploymen_t_ from other - .%
having RELIEF before it comes to RUIN, = o : . LU Englyb People or Britifb Subjets. !
e L, oy IS B SRS T B e e e e Tt e T
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A SYSTEM OF POLICY founded upon, or regulyted _by thefe
PRINCIPLES; - inuft: neceﬁ‘arnly be produ&tve of National Good, and
Domeftic Happinefs ; becaufe the Miferies and Diftreffes which proceed from
Poverty of Circumftances, may be immediately and univerfally Relieved by
Means of fuch Policy; and, upon A CONDITION that will not only
verEasE e WEALTH, of the Nagioy, but' will likewie RISCOVER
whether the POVERTY be REAL 07 COUNTERFE ITED, and whether I T
bath been caufed by AcCIDENTS or BAD Acrions, fo that ROGUES may
be thereby detefted and brought to Fufbice ; for honeft and induftrious poor
People will chearfully accept of Relief upon the Condition of E working, if they
are:able, “but Thisves andifmpoftors will either refuft to work, orendeavour
to avoid it, and thereby become Evidences of their own Guilz,

In thefe MAIN THINGS, our. prefent POLICY with, regargl to tl;xe
POOR:is exceedingly defective; though it doth not appear to be o by
the Leiter of the Poor’s - Laws; for Relief and Employment are thereby
ordered to be every where: provided for pgor; People,. and fevére. Piggifbments
are decreed for Thicves, Impq/iors, &c. 3 but unhapplly, the MANNER
or ORDERING the faid Relzaf and Emplo)rmem is -fiich, - that it is either
out of the PoweRr, or agmn{t the INTEREST - Of moi’c PerIe, to provide
what is ordered 5 and it is againft CONSCIENCE to pzm_z/b POOR, REQPLE
for BEGGING, When the greater Part_ of  the Nathn /a g ’NOT made that
Provision upon which the EQUI‘TY of Juch PUNISHMENT DEPENDS.

Under thefe Circumftances;, ‘the Poor of ENG LA N D:canhot be either
well Relieved; or -well Emplgyeds . nor, can many: \begging THIEVES or
ImposTors . be deteited; for Laws which 7equire Impoffibilities cannot be
obeyed, Laws which: are againft thecIntereft of maft Peaple will be neglected,
but Punifbments againft Conftience: will: not. be infliGed : fo that though

we have'a great Number of Poor’s-Laws already, there i fhll a Wang, of ‘

one Law MORE to give Force and Efficacy to the others now in l?emb ;
but Things whichare Wrong in their Firft Principles cannot be made Right,
and therefore I fhall take the Liberty of propoﬁncr 2 S_} ﬁem of Pa[zqy
conformable to the Prmcxples before mentxoned :

FUNDAMENTAL PR@POSITIONS

Fzrjﬁ ... That the CHARGE of Mamtzzmmg or othexw1fe Pra'vzdmg Jor
’ “the POOR of ENGLAND and W ALES fhould be
 EQUALLY BORNE by: the wealthy an;l the fubftantial

*Inhabitants thereof 5 that the fame Ihon],d be ASSESSED by
the RENTS of - HOUSES, LANDS; &c; 5 angd, that each

* Perfon’s QUOTA" fhould be determm¢d by “@\ Pound-Rate
upon the full annual Rent or Value ofhis or her Hozgﬁ’, Land, &c.
Second,
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Secgind.  That every POOR PIERSON who fhall want RELIEF, thould
be EQUALLY INTITLED thereto, in any City, Town, Parith, or
extraparochial Place in Eugland or Wales y without regarding where fuch
Perfon was BORN or had LIVED.

Maity Objections will probably be made againft this ProrosiTron, but
every Perfon will be fure to find out the EQUITY of 17, by bringing the
Marter HOME t uimserr; for Hunger, Sicknefs, and Infirmity,
are great HELPS 1o the Undetftanding in thefe Cafes, and make Mien
competent Fudges of what is FITTING TO BE DONE fir orusr
Propre in the like Circumftances. »

Third, . In order to univerfally and effeCtually provide fuch RELIEF, it is
neceflary, that there be eftablithed in every COUNTY, a competent
Number of HOUSES ¢f MainTeNaNcE and EmpLoYMENT, for the
Reception of all POOR PEOPLE within each County refpectively.

Feurth, That the P OO R who are Maintained by their Parifhes, or
otherwife, and-thofe PEOP LLE wbg fhall becone poor, fhould be all
Removed into fuch Houszs of Maintenance and Esmployment, there to be
Mainiained and Employed; o long as they fhall want Relief.

Fifth. That all DISTRESSED PERSONS, whether Natives or
Foreigners, who fhall apply to be received into any Housk of Maintenance

- and Employment, thould be immediately admitted and hofpitably treated
therein, /o long as they bebave well, without Warrant, Dire@ion, or
Recommendation, from any Magiftrate, Officer, or other Perfon whatever;
but that no fuch Perfon fhould be permitted to leave any Houst of
Maintenance and Employment, without an Order in writing from the
principal Officer therein.

Sixth. ‘That fuch of the faid POOR PEOPLE as fhall at the Time be
capable of WORKING, fhould be chiefly EMPLOYED in Sowing,
Reaping, Dreffing, &c. of HEMP or FLAX, or in Spinning that or
other Hemp or Flax into fuch Sorts of YARN, or in Manufatturing the
fame into fich Sorts of LINEN CLOTH, as are, or fhall at the Time
be ImportedintoG R EAT BRITAIN, from fome Countries or Country
which do not belong to the BRIT IS H CROWN : —and that whenever
there fhall be a Want of People, in the Neighbourhood of any Housz of
Maintenance and Employment, to perform occafional Work, and efpecially
Harveft-Work, fuch of the aforefaid poor People as fhall be capable of
doing the fame, and thall be applied for to affift therein, fhould,be hired,
or permltted to hire themfelves, at the cuftomary or reafonable Wages,
for the Times they fhall be fo wanted.

F f | Seventh.
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Seventd, ‘That to each Houfe of Maintenance and Employment there thould
be appointed, a proper Officer to take Charge of, govern, and punifh if
neceflary, all idle, or refratlory Perfons therein maintained ; and likewife
to take Charge, &c. of all Beggars who fhall be brought there againft
their Wills 3 as alfo, of thofe Perfons who fhall with good Reafon be
fufpelted of having committed Robberies, or other punifbable Crimes, fo as
to make the Confinement of them juftifiable and neceffary : — and, that 4
proper HousE of Confinement and Correftion, &c. thould be erefted near
unto each House of Maintenance and Employment, for the Safe-keeping,
&c. of all fuch idle, refratory, or fufpefied Perfons. '

Eighth. 'That all Perfons who BEG, fhould be immediately, or as foon as
may be, conveyed by Conftables, or other proper Officers, to the neareft
Hovszs of Maintenance and Employment within the Counties where fuch
begging thall be; that if any of thofe Perfons fhall refufe to be fo conveyed,
or {hall run away from the Officers who have the Charge of them, they
-thould, if retaken, be carried there by Force, and be committed to the
Keeping of thofe Officers who take Charge of idle, #éfrattory, and
Jufpected Perfons; and, that if any fuch Perfon be not retaken, an
Advertifement defcribing his' or her Perfon, &c. fhould be inferted in
fome of the London Evening News Papers. ,

Ninth. That Two or more of the fubftantial Houfholders in' each Parifh
thould be annually appointed COLLECTORS o5 TuE PO-O-R_”S-
RATES, in the fame Manner as OVERSEERS of the Poor are riow
appointed ;. and' that fach ColleZors thould receive, pay, and accouns for
the MONIES Raifed toward Maintaining or otherwife Providing for the
Poor, according to Affeflments, Orders, and Forms, which fhalf be
made, given, or prefcribed, by proper Authority ; but that they fhould
not oVERSEE #he Poor, nor have any Power to direct in what Manner
poor People atre to be maintained or employed. :

Tenth. That neither Parifh-Officers, nor Juftices of the Peace, fhould have
Power to REMOYVE any POOR PERSON, whether Native or
Foreigrer, farther than to the next, or to fome other H‘OU'SE of
Mainteriance and Employment within the fame County, without exprefs
Direction for that Purpofe, from proper Authority ;' — becaufe the Fuftices
of Peace in one County cannot tell what PROPORTIONS of poor Proprr
there are in other Counties, and therefore they ought not to Remove them at
Ranoom.

"Thele Ten Propofilions contain the GROUND-WORK of what I have
to propofe, for Relieving, Employing, and Ordering tut POOR or
ENGLAND axp WALES 3 and I think it will be expedient to mention

o o the

[ 1 ]
the feveral NATIONAL ADVANTAGES which would be gained by
having them carried into Execution; for though moft of thofc Advantages
are either difperfedly mentioned already, or will occur to many Perfons upon
reading the Propofitions, yet, they ought to appear together; becaufe every
Reader will then be better able to judge for himfelf, and to more eafily
difcover any Miftakes which I may have made in thefe Matters.

Prorositron I. EQUALITY or POOR’s-RATES.

Every reputable Family would be thereby SECURED from being
Ruined or Diftreffed by enormous Poor’s-Rates.

All the wealthy and the fubftantial Inhabitants of England and Wales
would then have LIKE SHARES of their Eftates and Incomes, for their
own PROPER USES, fo far as depends upon the Poor’s-Rates ; inftead
of having fome Eftates and Incomes made of LESS VALUE to their
OWNERS, by Two, Three, or more Shillings in the Pound, than other
Eftates and Incomes of like Rent or Amount are made, to the PERSONS
who own them.

The COMMODITIES and MANUFACTURES produced or
wrought in the different Parts of England and Wales would then ALL, be
brought to MarkeT apon EQUAL TERMS, fo far as depends upon the
Poor’s-Rates ; inftead of having fome Commodities loaded with Four gr more

Times AS MUCH Tax for the Poor, as is charged on the like Sorts -

of Commodsties produced in other Counties ; and - thereby Raifing one Part
of the Nation o as to Deprefs another, without any particular Merit in .the
Former, or Default in the Latter. : '

As the general Caufes of poor People being thought A NUSANCE,
are, the Ruin, Diftrefs, or Difadvantages, which have been brought upon
a great Number of wealthy, fubftantial; or reputable F amilies, by enormons
or very unegual Poor’s-Rates, that ILL EFFECT muft wholly or in
a great Meafure ceafe when thofe RaTrs are mads F QUAL, though
perhaps not immediately in a due Proportion, becaufe long-eftablifhed
Prejudices do'commeonly out-live the Reafon upon which they werc founded.

EQUALITY in the Poor’s-Rarrs would root out the various Sorts
of LOW CUNNING which our prefent POOR’s - LAWS have put
fubftantial Perfons upon practifing in their Dealings with working People,
and by comman Poor 5 for worthy Perfons would then” be feeured from the
difagrecable Neceflity of dealing bardly or craflily with their Servants, or by
pocr Pegple, in order to-keep themfelves and Families from coming toPover Ty,
and as to Men whe deal bardly by the Poor without being under any fuch
Neceffity, they would not be able to SAV E. One Penny each in Seven Years,
by any hard Dealings or low Cunning of this Sort; fo that fuch Praies

2 would
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would fvon be at an End, when there was not any thing MORE 7o e
cavep by tuem than A BAD NAME, :

- Provositron IL UNIVERSAL CLAIM to RELIEF.

As Multitudes of working Pesple are obliged to travel from Parith to
Parifh, and from County to County, in order to find EMPLOYMENT,
proper Mainterance or other Relief ought to be provided for them, wher
and where they want it; becaufe there cannot be a better Motive for their
travelling, than a Defire to get an honeft Livelibood ; and therefore they
fhould have all pofiible Encouragement to perfevere in doing what is BEST
Jor the NATION, and for THEM: . )

Giving every poor Perfon a RIGHT to RELIEF, when and whkere he
or fhe fhall want it, would put an End to all LAW-SUITS about zbc
SeTTLEMENT of the Poor 3 which are not only attended with greas aud
fruitlefs EXPENCE, but are DISGRACES to a Chriftian Nation: for
the Numbers of pocr People to be maintained, would have been juft the fame,
if there never had been any fuch Law-Suits; and it ought not to become
a Queftion in A COURT or JUDICATURE, Whether the ong or the
oTHER of Two Parisnes, fhould be EXEMPTED from fhewing
COMMON HUMANITY. :

SUCH CONTESTS AS THESE are Burlefques upon Religion, Equity,
Humanity, and the Dignity of Fudicature; becaufe they furnith Men with
Pretences, and in the End, with 4 legal Fuftification, for committing Aions
which are drreligions, iniquitous, and inbuman; infomuch, that fome Men
are not athamed either of the Brautality or the Fully of fpending MORE
Monzey to get an ExempTioN from relieving a poor Person, THAN
would, with prudent Management, be fufficient #o provIDE fich RELIEF:
and, what is worft of all, a poor Perfon is not seTTLED i the Parifh of A—,
becaufe it is WEALTHIER than the Parith of Bee—e, though that be the
eQuITABLE RULE #0 go by, but according to certain Rules and Diftinitions
which the Defeits of Law have left room for ingenious Men to create ; of
which they have made SO MUCH USE, that, Mr Bura fays, there have
been more Cafes adjudged upon only ONE of our Poors-Latws, than upon
any other FIFTY LAWS of this Nation, — So true it is, that when
REASON doth not go before LAW, MISCHIEF is fure 1o follow after IT.

Prorosrrron III. HOUSES of Maintenance and Employment.
The Number of PARISHES in England and Wales, is abovt T E N
THOUSAND; and the conftant irrecoverable Expence of having A
‘WORK-HOUSE in each of them, could not be lefs, upon a general
Average, than Fifty Pounds a Year, for Houfe - Rent, for Salaries and
Maintenance
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Mﬂi}l/eﬂﬂﬂcﬂ’ ofﬂ Mﬂﬁm’ and a Mﬂrefg to g()yern and inﬁl-ué‘t !..he Poo’,, m’id by

for all incidenial Charges attending each Work-Houfe : but as by Statute
9 George I. Chap. 7. Sec. 4. the Inhabitants of T'wo or more Parifhes are
impowered to unites in eftablifhing a Work-Houfe for their joint Ufe, I fhall
rate the Number of parochial . Wark-Houfes neceffary for Employing and

Maintasning the Poor of England and Wales, at only FIVE. THOUSAND;

and the medium annual irrecoverable Expenm of each of them, at Fifiy
Pounds as before mentioned. . "
At thefe Rates, the conftant irreccverable Expence of having the POOR
parochially Employed and Maintained would amount to no lefs than - wo
bundred- and Fifty Trousawp Pounds a Year, exclufive of at leaft One
Mirriow of Pounds which muft be funk to build or purchafe proper
Work-Houfes ; and the faid £ 250,000 a Year would really be /o much Jo
to the wealthy and the fubftantial People who paid it, as they muft give
Value, in Corn, Cheefe, &e. for whatever Part they afterwards received of
fuch Money; and as to their recovering of it by the Zadour of poor Pegple
who are employed in W ork- Houfes, that would be impoffible ; for fuch People
do very well if, in general, they earn their Meat, Drink, and Cloathing.
So that, the CERTAIN LOSS of Two bundred and Fifty Trousanp
Pounds a Year, — the TIME LOST by Twenty Thoufznd Overseers of
the Poor, in frequently vifiting parochial Work-Houfes, or in giving neceffary
Orders, &c.: concerning the Bufinefs thereof,—and the Difficulty or Expence
of procuring in RURAL PARISHES proper Buildings, Materials, Perfons,
&ec. for WORK-HOUSES, do, upon the Whole, make it CHEAPER to
the wealthy and the fubftantial People of England and Wales, to Maintain
FIFTY THOUSAND abir Poor in IDLENESS, than s Je8 them 1o
WORK. ' . - ’
~ But this would' not be the Cafe, if Fifty Thoufard asrLe Poor were
collected into TWO HUNDRED Housss of Maintenanse and Employment
for though the CHARGE or BUILDINGS might be niear or quite as grear
in this Cafe as. in the othet, yet, THREE Parts in F OUR, ora greater
Proportion, of the IRRECOVERABLE EXPENCES for Mafers and

Miftreffos to-govern and inftruct the Poor, and.for incidental Charges, might -

be thereby SAVED : . becaufe in' the: former Cafe; there muft be' 5,000
Maglers, a-nd 5,000 Miftreffes, befides Serwants to affift them s whereas in
the latter Cafe, 600 Mafters and 400 Miftrefles would allow of Three Mafters
and Two Miftreffes to each House of Maintenasnce and Employmens 5 and they.
together with 2 proportienable Number of Servanss under their Direé}ziom’
would undeubtedly be fufficient to GOVERN anp INSTRUCT, md‘e;
£00d Regulations, ALL, THE POOR in Eagland and Wales, I
Gg Thus
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" Thus mlont A SAVING of about Omne bundred and Fifty Trousann
Pcunds a Year be made in the CHARGE of Maintaining the Poor of this
NaTion ; either under the Heads of Salaries and Maintenance for Mafters
and M /ireﬁ’.f, and of incidental Expences, or by the Labonr of able Poor
who are now Maintained in Idlenefs by their Parifhes : and as it appears by
the printed Account of parachial Work-Houfes, already mentioned inPage 59,
that many working People who ufed to have Weekly, &c. Allowcmm from
their Parithes, did rather chufe to be without Juch ALLOWANCES, than 9 £o
into Work-Houses, itis pr obable there may be fome fuch People in every
Parifh that hath not a #Work-Houfe. -

It is likewife probable, from what I have faid- concermng Pamd)m
Work-Houfes in Pages 57, 58, 59, “and in’ the Five preceding Paragraphs,

that NINE Parlfhes in TEN throughout England and Wules have not
eftablithed WORK-HOUSES ; and 'therefore I think that One bundred
Trovsand Pounds a Year might be faved by the aforefaid Means, under
the Head of Weekly, Ee. A’l[owanm to 'mrkmg Peoplé, as it'doth not amount
to Five Shillings a Week for each Parifh : {o that A SAVING of Two bundred
and Fifty Trousanp Pounds a Year, if not of a much greater Sum, might

“in all Probability be made in the CHARGE of MAINTAINING the Poor of

ENGLAND and WALES, by COLLECTING THEM into TWO
HUNDRED Houses o Maintenance and Employment, and there
EMPLOYING trEM in sanufatturing fuch Sorts' of LINEN YARN
‘and LINEN CLOTH as are now Imported into GREAT BRT TA IN
from Countries which do not belong to the BRITISH CROWN ‘

ProrosITION 1V. Al the POOR 1o be Remowd into -

HOUSES of Maintenance, &c. ~ '
When every POOR PERSON hath an aniverfal Claim to RELIEF
and there are Three, Four, or Five Houses of Maintenance and Employment
eftablithed in each County, the wealthy: and the fubftantial Inhabitants
thereof will know WHAT TO DO with all poor People,” whether Natives
or Strangers, who live or come among them, and if may be VERY SOON
DONE; for nothing more would be neceffary. than to fend for: the Conftable,
or other Officer appointed to convey. poor  People to the Housts of
Muintenance and Employment, or to the Houses of Confinement and Corredion;
-and when the poor Perfons, Beggars, &c. were f{o'conveyed, they would
there have proper Relief, if they were real Objeéls of Crariry ; or, if they

-were Rogues or Impajlors, they would then' be punifbed according ito their

DeserTs : all which is confiftent .with RELIGION HUMANITY
}USTICE and GOOD POLICY. .

It
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It is now the INTEREST of the Inhabitants of mgff Parifbes to kéep
their Poor in IDLENESS, and to have wandering Beggars hunted into the
newt Parifb, without giving them proper Relicf or Punifbment, according to
their Neceffities or Deferts 5 becaufe the Charge and Trouble thereof will wholly
fall upon the Inhabitants of that Parith where the fame is given or inflifted :
but the Inhabitants of all Parifbes would then find it their INTEREST to
have every poor Perfon EMPLOYED who received PUBLIC RELIEF,
and to fend every Beggar to a Housk of Maintenance and Employment, or
to a Houst of Confinement and Corretion; becaufe the Charges thereof would,
in that Cafe, be equally borne by near Ten Thoufand Parithes 5 whereas if
either poor People or wandering Beggars were maintained- OUT of Houses
of Maintenance, &c. the Charge muft be: wboll_y borne by the Parithes which
1o maintained them.

Prorosition V. FREE ADMISSION into Houszs of Mainte:aice, &c.

As the Neceflities of poor Pegple are beft known to themfelves, and many
Perfons are in great Diflrefs long before the outward Marks of Poverty appear
upon them, no Magiftrate or other Officer fhould be allowed to judge

whether any Perfon “who fhall apply to be received into 4 Housk of
Muintenance and Employment ought to be there admitted; for he who reafons
upon a full Stontach aboutHUNGER, reafons upon FALSE PRINCIPLES.

But no Perfon who fhall be fo received into A House of Mainienance and
Employment, fhould be at Liberty to leave it, when he chofe to go, without
the Knowledge and Approbation of the principal Officer therein ; for as on
the one Hand, RELIGION and HUMANITY require, that all
DISTRESSED PERSONS be properly RELIEVED ; fo on the other
Hand, do GOOD POLICY and JUSTICE require, that ROGUES

‘be DETECTED and brought to PUNISHMENT

Prorosition VI, The SORTS or EMPLOYMENT for the POOR.
There are only TWO Manufa&uries wherein Men, Women, and Children

can be generally Employed in ENGLAND, and thofe are, — The W oollen

Manufattury — The Linen Manufaltury.
The WOOLLEN MANUFACTURY is the Foundation of our

TRADE, W EALTH, and NAVAL POWER ; but none of thefe can

be increafed by eftablithing that Manufatury in Houses of Maintenance
and Employmmt becaufe the Numbers of People employed in /oollen
Manufaiuries already eftablithed in various Cities, Towns, and Parifbes in

"ENGLAND, are as great as can be therein fet to work : fo that if fuch

‘Manufa&uries were carried on in Housts of Maintenance, &c. they would

take Employment from as many Englifh People ELSEWHERE as they

THERE Employed.
The
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The LINEN MANUFACTURY is the prorer Sort of EMprOY MEN-
for thofe POOR PEOPLE who are MAINTAINED af the PusLic CHaRGE,
becaufe it requires /o fitzle SKILE fo LEARN, and /o linle StrEnGTH 10
PERFORM moft Parts thereof, that #omen and Children, the Iufirm and
the Aged, may be ALL set To WORK ; and yet there. is a Propartion
of Employment belonging to the manvfaturing of Linen, that requires a
goed deal of Strength to execute, and therefore is very proper for Men who

are in Health ; fo that if an Employment was to be purpofely contrived for
Feor People, under the various Circumftances of Childboed, Manhood, badily
dnfirmity,. and Old Age, it could not be better adapted thereto, than the
Linen: ManufaGury is. oo : o
That Manufadtury is:alfo a very proper Sort of Employment for - fuch
poor People, on account of the CONSTANT DEMAND there will be,
in all Parts of England, for the Linen Clath they fhall o make ; for that is
another of the principal Things which are here to guide in the Choice of
Employment ; becaufe it is much cheaper to Maintain poor People in Ldlenefs,
than to EMPLOY them in making Manufastures which cannot be fold.
The Linen Manufactury may likewife be fo conducted, as NOT ro
TakEe EMPLOYMENT from other Exnglifb People or Britifp Subjeés ;
for though there be fome Linen Manufaliuries eftablifhed in England, yer,
they are not worth mentioning in a National Senfe ; and the PEOPLE
or ENGLAND confume vaft Quantities of Linen Yurn and’ Linen Cloth,
befides what are fupplied by the PEOPLE or SCOT LAND, and the
PEOPLE or IRELAND, fo that Linen Manufaéturies may be
eftablithed in fuch Housks of Maintenance and Employment, consisTENTLY
witH THE COMMON INTEREST oF TuE THREE NAT‘ION_S'."

For thofe Manufacturies would be only ftop-gap Employment for poar
People, at fuch Times as they could not be otherwife Employed, or “were
not capable of performing other Work ; and a continual Change of Hands,
together with the Incapacizy arifing from Childbood, and the Infirmity caufed
by Sicklinefs ar Old Age, would prevent fuch ManufaQuries from. being
perfeéted or extended : for they muft be wholly. confined to the coarfeff Sorts of
Linen Cloth, which could not be either /3 good. or fo cheap as the like Sorts
made in regularly eftablithed Manufaéuries ; and therefore, the PEORPLE
oF ENGLAND would not buy more of fuch Linen Cloth than. they were

OBLIGED. either To USE, or elfe /0 be at the CHARGE, of Maintaining
the POOR iz IDLENESS, > ,

- I a Farmer or a Tradefman can provide. his Family with Foreign made
coatfe Linen Cloth. at the Expence of Forty Shillings a Year, and cannot
provide them with Englifh made coarfe Linen Cloth for lefs than. Fifty, Shillings

. E”‘
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: wm, he will be fure to buy the Foreign wrought Cloth, as h‘c.czm
ili;fbﬂ;’ Ll(rimke an annual Saving of Ten Shillings : })th'if he had {Tzﬂy Shillings
a Year to pay for the Poor’s-Rare when his I*apuly ufed Pore;zglz Cloth,
dhd Was o pay only Twenty-five. Shillings per Annum .for the Pcor when
his Family ufed Englifb Cloth, he certainly woul‘d buy his OWN CounTrY
Crord, though it annually coft him Zex Shillings MORE ;. becal‘l&. he
could thereby make his Quota of the Poor’s-RaTes ?‘weizty; ﬁve Shllh_ngs
per Annum LESS, and confequently, might SAVE Fifteen éb.zllz:;zgrc‘a} ear
UPON THE 'WHOLE. ‘ ‘ o B

* This, or fome fuch Proportion of Saving would probably ‘be; m;?‘c_ie:‘ in
the CHARGE ¢f Maintaining the Poor, if they were fully Employed in
manufacturing coarfe Linen Cloth 5 and' the preceding 'Paragragh fhews,
that it would be the INTEREST of the wealthy and the fubftantial People
of England and Wales to fupport fuch Linen ‘Manufaﬁzz.fze:.SQ FAR as 9
Employ the Unemployed Poor who muﬂ otherwife be Maz(ztazrzed m»I\x_n,‘ ENESS,

'NO FARTHER. B a o o

B[éfmI;IPerfons may poflibly think that this would 'be gﬁ)ing TOO_. FAR
with refpet to Scotland and Irelend, as it may a: little m}:erfqe with the
making of very coarfe Linen Cloth in thofe Countries 3 but if this .ﬂ?0}1;d ‘bg
the Cafe, there is a very fafe and proper Remedy ; for the %??Flt@ of.;the
finer Sorts of Linen confumed in Ehglémd, ’do Vaﬁly ‘exceed’ th_e: Quaj‘ghfxes{
brought here of fuch Linens from Scotland and Irelzz‘fzd 5 ‘an.d tl}grefog'e: vth‘"g
People of thofe Countries may remedy the Inconvenience, if any enfue, : by

making MORE rine and LESS coarse Linen. o v

ENGLAND pays a BOUNTY of TEN per Cent. or .MOR‘I-.Z,,‘ on
fuch of the coarfer Sorts of Lz'mm manufaétured in Scatlam’ or in ]rellaﬁ‘af‘ as
are exported out of this Kingdom, and'thofe Linens are thereby brough‘tA to

Foreign Markets upon wvery advantageous Terms: o that."I 'dob not ’1‘?:;3 hg‘.v

the good People  of thofe Countries can reafonably objeét againft what is

" here propofed ; efpecially, as the Overflowings of their cor‘n‘mon'Pe‘optl:e’qd
. MUCH INCREASE the Number of POOR ix ENGLAND., =

Some other Matters on this Head are mentioned in Pages 8 and 9 wh}iych
need not be repeated here. - S

‘When fuch of the common working People in each County as, fhall bg
out of Place; and ftand in need of Relief, are COLLECTED into Three,

Four, or Five Housxs of Maintenance and Employment, the Freeholders,.

Farmers, Tradefmen, &c. of each Neighbourhood will know WHERE to
look for Servants, ‘Labourers; &c. which will be a general Convenience to

both Mafbers and Servants, efpecially in Harveft-Time :* and there thould be

fome REGULATIONS made, in regard to the MONEY Earnep Sor
Con ' : : "Hh OCCASIONAL

H
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OCCASIONAL WORK, by Men or Women fent from Housks of Maintenance
and Employment, and there received again when fuch Work is done; for if
they earn Twe-pence a Day each, MORE than their Muaintenance comes to,
and have not been provided with any Cloatking at the Public Charge, 1 think
that fuch Money EQUITABLY belongs to them 5 but fuch of thofe Mexn or
Women as thall have been fo provided with Cloathing, ought in EQUITY
to pay for the fame, out of the Money they fhall earn as aforefaid.

Prorositrion VII. HOUSES of Confinement and CorreSion.

Hovses of Confinemens and Corretlion will be very neceffary Appendages
to Houses of Maintenance and Employment, as it would not only be
UNJUST to oblige honeft and induftrious gaor Pegple to keep Company.
with Rogues; or even to live in the fame Houfes, but would likewife be
attended with a Zrain of EVILS which fhould be carefully guarded againft:
for Poverty of Circumftancess REMOVES many wmental Obftacles to il
ﬂﬁiom,: which good Circumftances make immoveable; and as ¢« Eyil
«Communication corrupts good Manners” without the A1 of PoverTy,
there cannot be too much Care taken to keep naturally well inclined poor
People from affociating with Rogues, or with any other wickedly difpofed
Perfons, . ‘ :

MUTINIES in Armies, for which juft Caufe had not been given, have
gen‘e‘fal'ly‘ been raifed by a few bad Men, and RIOTS are commonly begun
in the fame Manner; fo that every practicable Means fhould be ufed to
prevent Things of the fame Kind from being brought about in Houszs of
Maintenance and Employment 5 and there cannot be any other Means fo
effeCtual, as that of having idle, refraftory, and fufpetied Perfims kept in
Houfes by themfelves : for fuch Separation would put it out of their Power
to corrupt honeft and induftrious goor People, and would likewife induce the
Latter to entertain @ good Opinion. concerning Houses of Mzzinle;zance_ and
Employment 5 whereas, if ROGUES are confined and punifbed in thofe
Houfes where HONEST PEOPLE are Employed and Mainiained, the
POOR will look upon fuch Houfes as PRISONS, and confequently syt
hate them, R S _

-The goed Opinion, and the Hatred of the POOR in this refpect,” may
poflibly be made light of ; but thofe Perfons who think lightly of them
thould confider, that neither MURDERS nor ROBBERIES are light
Matters ; andthat if RELIEF be either WITH-HELD from POOR
PEOPLE, or craNTED #pon TERMS which carry ReprOACH along with.
them, there will in either Cafe be vaft Numbers of Highwaymen, Thieves,
and Proftitutes ; for POVERTY doth not make A GOOD NAME of
Jefs Value to the Owners, and if they- cannot preferve. it in their own

‘ Orinion,
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Orinron, they will lofe it in their own Way, or go to another Country :

and as to Gibbets, Halters, and Whipping-pofts, it is unhappily too evident

that they do but ill fupply the WANT of ax baneft Difpofition y for Lord
Chief Juftice Hale faid, that < MORE /iffer at ONE Seffions at Newpgate,
« THAN fuffer in fome other Couniries for ALL OFFENCES in
« THREE YEARS;” and I fear that the Number of Criminals in this
Country hath been greater of late Years, than it was Eighty Years ago.
Thefe Things fhew the Neceflity of having SEPARATE HOUSES
built for the Confinement and Correstion of idle, or refraliory poor PropLr,
as well as for PERsoNs fu/pested of Robbery, &c. ; and I cannot help thinking
that the fir/t Degree of Punifbment therein fhould be, HARD LABOUR
and HARD FARE; for thofe will generally bring to REason fuch

worthlefsly inclined PropLE a3 are not incorrigible, and their Lasour wil]

bring Pror¥1T o the PUBLIC; but the WHIPPING of them will not
produce any fuch Pror1T, noris it likely to bring about REFORMATION in
the PArRTY, but rather to make bad worfe, becaufe it leaves Difgrace behind
it; and therefore I cannot help admiring the good Policy of the Dusch, in
placing IDLLE PERSONS in fuch a Situation that they muft ejther
WORK or be DROWNED, as they thereby cure the Diskase in every
Inftance where it is curable, and without rendering the PATIENT obnoxious
¢ ufelefs 10 SOCIETY'; whereas our REMEDIES neither ‘ctire the
Disease, nor prevent oruers from Jfalling into- 17, and yet DESTROY
THOUSANDS or PEOPLE, S R

Hard Labour and bard Fare might likewife be made the Means of
preventing a Number of common People from committing capital Offences,

fuch as Stealing of Horfes,  Sheep,. &c.+y for. thofe Sorts of - Criminals do-

generally begin with lefler Matters, fuch as Poaching, Robbing of Fifh-Ponds,
Stealing of Pouliry, &c. and are known to live by diftoneft Praices long
before they are brought to' Punifbment.: - one Reafon whereof, is, that the
Punifloments decreed for thofe petty Offences are MORE SEVERE. than the
generality of People defire to have inflicted for fuch pilfering Thefts; and-
therefore they rather chufe to put up with the Lofs of a few Fi/% or Fyuwiy,
&ec. than to have a Man-tranfported for ftealing them, -efpecially if he Hath
a Wife and' Children, S R ‘ o

Now if every common working Aan by Profedion, whofe Neighbours
know that he neither hath any otber honeft Means of living than by Lavour-

nor is oflen fo EMPLOYED, was required to give.a fatisfattory Account of

his Manner of Life, and in Failure thereof, he was to be fent to beas Hemp,

or to do other bard Work, for one or more Months, in & House of Confinement:
and Correftion, many of fuch Men would vndoubtedly be thereby prevented

2 from
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from committing capital Offences: but the pradifing of lefer Crimes withy
IMPUNITY, leads them on, Step by Step, fo that at laft they venture to
{teal Sheep, Horfes, &c. and then they are langed or tranfporied 5 whereas
if they had been called to an Account az tbeir firft fetting out, and punifhed
with bard Labour for liing in Idlenefs, they probably would -not have
ventured to commit capital Qffences, but bave taken to houcft Ca'urfeslof .AL;'/‘g,

By the firft of thefe Means, the LivEes of many SuBjreTs miglt be
PRESERVED, many Rosseries and CrurrTiss PREVENTED, and
coop Exampres ff 20 CHILDREN; but by the latter Means, 14¢
PARENT is brought to an igﬁqminiam: DEAIH,,and__ bzs CHILDREN are Jure
10 bé WRETCHED, if they do not come to the fame END: fo that our
POLICY in this refpedt, amounts to nothing more than a fruitlefs
Endeavour %0 ke the TREE by pLuckine of the LEAVES, which
are fure 1o 'ZJAE“R"]“:'I;’LAL_(Z,I';;D' ihe NEXT 2car; whereas the POLICY of the
Dutch, sTr1xES at the ROO T of the EVIL, and they have thereby
acquired fiuch a Degree of SecuRITY from ROBBERIES, as the SEVERITY

of oir Liaws hath nat yet broyght HERE. ~ o
"Prorosition VII. ALL BEGGARS to be: fent to Housss
of Maintenance and Employment, or to Houses. of Confinement and

Correction, according to their Bebavieur. . ... - = . X
-Every Perfon who! BEGS, ‘ought to-be either Relieved, . obliged to work,
or punifbed, and not be fuffered to wander about begging in fo OPULENT
and TRADING a Country as ENGLAND:; but it thould firft be
known which of thofe Three Things are proper to be done, for Relicving' or
Punifbing poor ProrLe at RANDOM, is 3 ftrange Way of proceeding in
NATIONAL BUSINESS; and: dealing by them according to the
Accounts they give ‘of  themfelves, is' proceeding in:that Manner, becaufe
there is a Poffibility of being wronG i every INsTANCE : nay, “the Chance
of being WRONG is frequently greater than the Chance of being RIGHT;
for bard Queftions feverely afked, will put bonef poor Peaple upon giving
fuch Anfwers as will bring them to the Whipping=poft, but oily-tongued
Rogues will footh JusTick {0 as 20 efcape PUNISHMENT, . 0 . 000

If 3 Man taken up for FELONY, was to be ACQUITTED O CONDEMNED
according to the Account be gave of bimfelf, withouteither Jury or EvipEnce,
it would alarm the whole Nation ; 'and yet few People are alarmed at feeing
A POOR MAN punifbed as a THIEF, or as a FrLon, though he hath
not been proved guilty of, or even charged with FELony or THEFT : = fo
very CONSCIENTIOUS are People in' regard to INJUSTICE that
may .come HOME. To THEMSELVES, and fo very INDIFFERENT

are many of them about INJUSTICE from which they are SECURED.
‘ ‘ HAPPY
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HAPPY and HONOURABLE would it be for this NATION,' if,
inftead of branding Brccars with the Appellation of Rocur and ordering
them 10 be punifbed as Tuieves, Offers were made to them of immediate
Maintenance and Employment, in Housks provided for thofe Purpotes, as it
would then foon be known whether they deferved ReLiEr or PunisamenT
for fuch of them as were boneft and induftrious would chearfully accept of
thofe Offers, the Zd/e and the Worthlefs would make Excufes or Difficulties,
and the Rogues would endeavour to run away; {o that the INNOCENT
anp INDUSTRIOUS would be thereby SECURED from
PUNISHMENT anp REPROACH, and the Worthlefs as well as the
Guilty would become EVIDENCES acarnst THEMSELVES,

.Prorosirron IX. COLLECTORS or tur POOR’-RATES.
As moft of the Perfons appointed Oversters of zbe Poor, are either
Freeholders, Farmers, Merchants, or Tradefmen, and have Bufinefs of their
own to do or give Attention to, it cannot in Reafon be expected that they
thould frequently negles? the WELFARE of their FamiLies o look after the
Poor of the Par1su; and it is certain that many Frecholders, Farmers,

‘Tradefmen, &c. who know how to manage their own Bufinefs extremely

well, are yet very unfit Perfons to Overfee the Poor; fo that thofe Two
Things, together with the Difagreeablenefs of the Office, do occafion great
Neglet and Irregularity in OrpERING 2he Poor of ENGLAND.

For which Reafons, that Bufinefs fhould be made the fole Care of the
Perfons to whom it is intrufted ; and I am perfuaded that the Palue of the
TIME LOST by about Twenty Thoufand Overseers of the Poor, in
Relieving and Ordering them, would be fufficient o pay #be SALARIES of
aLL the OFFicERs neceflary to be appointed for thofe Purpofes : but what
is moft material of all, the POOR might and certainly would, in that
Cafe, be well Relieved, Employed, and Governed ;, becaufe it would be the
INTEREST of zbe Orricers who were fo appointed o whally atiend 10
their DuTy 5 whereas itis the INTEREST and the DUTY of OVERSEERS
of the Poor to employ moft of their Time in the Bufinefs which maintains
them and their Families.

Colletting, Paying, and Accounting for the MONIES Raifed to Maintain
or otherwife Provide for the POOR, is a very proper Office to be executed
in Turn by the fubftantial Inhabitants of each Parith refpectively ; as it is a
great Satisfattion to the Whole, and doth not take up much Time to
perform : for the Perfons thereunto appointed may make Choice of fuch
Days to colleét the Pasr’s-Rates, as they can conveniently fpare from their
own Bufinefs; and they would not be continually interrupted by People whom
they think troublefome, nor be perplexed with a great Number of Sixpeniiy
Payments, or with voluminous Accounts 3 but would order their PCOR o be

Ii fent
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fent to the Houses of Maintenance and Employment, an@ pay their MONEY
in grols Sums, half yearly or yearly, as they fettle their Accounts thereof, -

It may perhaps be neceffary in a few Inftances, for C.OLLECTO.RS of the
Poor’s-RaTEs to pay Monthly Allowances toward fuppoﬁmg fuch induftrions
Families as the Juftices of Peace, or other proper Officers, fhall think it
expedient t0 have fo affifted ; but there need not, nor thould t.here be many
Allowances of this Sort 5 for if a labouring Man hath more Children than he
can maintain by his Induftry, it will generally be better to have fome of them

fent to ‘the Housts of Maintenance and Employment, than 20 pay fuch

ALLOWANCES. ‘
Prorosition X. REMOVAL or THE POOR.

POOR PEOPLE fhould not be REMOVED from one Co‘zmty'or
Parifb to another, without A NATIONAL REASON 3 and their being
born or having lived in other Counties or Parifbes, are not fuchReafons; for
it is 2 Matter of Indifference to the NATION, whether & poor Man or
Woman be maintained and employed in Middlefex, Northumberland, or Cornwal
but it is‘ not a Matter of Indifference, whether the NATION Javes or /o/es
Twenty Days Labour and Mauintenance of fuch a Man or P_Voman, by not
‘fending, or by fending him or her, from one of thofe Counties to the other ;
and yet there are many Trousanp Pounds paid away evety Year for fuch
Purpofes. C

But the LOSS doth not end there; for as the COURSE or REMOVAL

is generally from Cities or Market Towns to Rural Parijbe‘s, moft of the paor
People fo Removed, are fent from Places where they might be employed or
better maintained, to Places which they left for Want of Employment or
Maintenance : fo that the NATION doth not oqu lofe the Labour of fuc}l
oor People during the Times they are in travelling to the Placc’:\'.of tl?ezr
Settlement, but likewife a great deal of Labour afterwards,'by »t}.xelr be"fg
confined to Parifhes where they canno be EMPLOYED, or being driven by ill
Treatment o evil Courfes of LiIrFE. , .

There is @ National Reafin for Removing poor Peop{e from Places in
which they CANNOT Je EmpLovED, to Places in which the?f CAN b&e
Jet to Work 3 and for Removing emplayed poor People from Parifhes where
their LABOUR is LESS profitable, to Parifhes where 11 would be 'MORE, Jos
BECAUSE tur NATION wirr GAIN BY SUCH REM(?VALS:
and yet poor People thould be fo diftributed in the dxﬁ?rent COL.mnes3 as to
bear fome Sort of Proportion to the Number of fubftantial In/aa%thms in ea?h
County 5 for they are naturally Ricbes and Strength to th.e Natfon, and W;ll
be fo in Fac, when well ordered ; though unhappily, i/l Policy hath made
them a great Burden and Nufance to many Perfons.

CONSTITU-

3
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 CONSTITUTIONAL PROPOSITIONS,

TRUSTEES ano GOVERNORS of the POOR iz each COUNTY.

#% I, That fuch of the Inhabitants of each Parith in England or in
Wales as fhall at the Time pay the Poor’s-Rate, fhould Ele& out of their own
Number, a Perfon proper for a Truftee and. Governor of the 100r ; wmwmm
1. That the feveral Perfons fo elected in each County fhould be Truftees
and Governors of the Poor therein, for the Term of Three Years ; vmem
I11. That in the Fourth Year, one Third Part of the Number of Truftees
and Governors of the Poor in each County fhould be Replaced by a like
Number of New Truftees and Governors ele€ted in the fame Manner, and
for thofe Parifhes which the Old Truftees and Governors reprefented ;' —
1V. That in the Fifth Year, another Third Part of the faid Truftees and
Governors in each County fhould be fo Replaced ; — V. That in the Sixth
Year, the remaining Third Part of the firft elefted Truftees and Governors
fhould alfo be Replaced as aforefaid ; — VI. That the like rotary Courfe of
cleting Truftees and Governors .of the Poor for each County fhould be
continued in every fucceeding Year ; — VII. That no Perfon who had been
fo elected thould be again ele@able to that Office in lefs than Nine Years
from the Time of his Election ; — VIII. That upon the Death, or Removal
into another County or Parifh, of any Truftee and Governor of the Poor, a
New Truftee and Governor thould be chofen for the unexpired Part of the
Three Years ; — IX. And, That the Perfon eleGted for the Remainder of
fuch Term fhould not be again ele@able in lefs than Six Years after the
Expiration -thereof, '

X. That the Truftees and Governors of the Poor who fhall be fo Ele@ed

- in the feveral Parifhes of each County, fhould have full Power and Authority

10 Relieve, Employ, and Order all poor People who fhall want public
Relief therein ; and to perform, or order the Performance of every Matter
and Thing thereunto belonging. .
XI. That thofe Truftees and Governors of the Poor in each County,
fhould every Year make fuch an Equal Affefiment, by a Pound-Rate upon
the full yearly Rents or Values of the Houfes, Lands, &c. throughout the
feveral Parithes by them' reprefented, as they, or the greater Part of them,

- 4hall think neceffary to pay the Charge of Maintaining or otherwife Providing

** Numerical Figures are prefixed to thefe Propofitions that they may be referred to,

- but the Figures fhould not be read with the Propofitions, as reading of the Former will
daterupt the Senfe of the Latter,

for
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for the poor People who fhall at the Time want public Relief within each
County refpectively ; and for other Purpofes herein after mentioned.

XII. That the faid Truftees and Governors thould direét the Application
of all Monies raifed as aforefaid ; excepting {uch Parts thereof as it fhall
from Time to Time be neceffary for the Inhabitants of fome Counties to
contribute toward the Charge of Maintaining or otherwife Providing for the
Poor in other Counties, to the End that the Whole of the faid Charge may
at all Times be equally borne by the wealthy and the fubftantial Inhabitants
of England and Wales. . . .. See the 42¢ Propofition.

XII. That the Truftees and Governors of the Poor in each County
fhould determine, what Number of Houfes of Maintenance and Employment
and Houfes of Confinement and Corretion it will be expedient to have built
therein 3 — XIV. What Market-Towns are moit conveniently fituated and
provided for thofe Purpofes ; — XV. Where fuch Houfes may be moft
commodioufly ereted ; — XVI. What Quantity of Land fhould be annexed
to each of thofe Houfes ; — XVIL And, In what Manner the fame thould
be builded, fitted up, furnithed, &c. . :

XVIIL. That the faid Truftees and Governors fhould be impowered to
borrow Money to enable them to purchafe neceffary Portions of Land for
Houfes of Maintenance and Employment, and for Houfes of Confinement
and Correction, within each County ; — XIX. Likewife, to pay the Charges
of building fuch Houfes, and of providing proper Materials and Implements
for employing the poor People who fhall be therein Maintained ; — XX,
That the Intereft of the Money borrowed for thofe Purpofes fhould be paid
out of the Money raifed for Maintaining, &c. the Poor in each Count
refpetively ; — XXI. That the principal Sums fo borrowed fhould likewife
be paid out of the fame Fund, by annual Repayments not exceeding Ten
per Cent. per Annum of the Principal, until the Whole fhall be repaid 5 —
XXII. And, that thofe Truftees and Governors thould raife the Poor’s-Rates
fo as to enable them to make the faid feveral Payments, &o. '

XXII¥+ That where there thall be proper Buildings already ere@ed, or
fuch as may at a fmall Expence be made proper for Houfes of Maintenance
and Employment, as fome parochial Work - Houfes or other Buildings
probably are, the faid Truftees and Governors fhould be impowered to
purchafe fuch Buildings, and any Lands or other Things thereunto belonging;,
which they fhall think it expedient to have bought for the Purpofes aforefaid,

- XXIV. That the faid Truftees and Governors thould eftablifh fuch Offices
as they fhall think neceflary, either for Relieving, Employing, Ordering,
and Governing of the Poor in each County refpecively, or for the
Performance of any other Bufinefs thereunto belonging, excepting the

I : . Office
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Office of Colle&tor of the Poor’s-Rates = XX V., ‘That they thould appoint
to and remove from all Offices which fhall be fo eftablithed ; — XXVI.
And, that they fhould fix the Salaries or Wages of the Perfons appointed to

perform the fame.

XXVII. That the faid Truftees and Governors fhould be impowered to
rnake, eftablith, and alter RULES anpo ORDERS for the better
Relieving, Employing, Ordering, and Governing of the Poor within cach
County refpectively 5 and alfo, for the Guidance and Diretion of all Oficers
by them appointed for-any of the faid Purpofes, or for any other Bufinef

_relative thereto, ~

XXVIH. ‘Fhat the faid Truftees and Governors, -in each County

refpeétively, fhould be impowered to bind.Apprentices, to-fuch Trades and”

‘Perfonsas they fhall'think;proper, all poor Children who thall be Maintained
at the Public Charge, ‘or {hall be under fuch -Circumftances, that.Public
"Care-ought to be taken of-their Education,

‘COMMISSIONERS for ‘the POOR of ENGLAND ano WALES.

XXIX. That the Truftees and Governors ‘of -the Poor for eich County .

thould in Turn:Eleét vt of their-own Number, Three Perfons proper:for
‘Commiffieriers for ‘the Poor-of :Erngland -and Wales; - XXX. That there

‘thould -always ‘e ! Nitte fuch ‘Commiflioners 3w XXXI. That ‘the it

Nine of thofeCoinmifioners: fhould be eledted in “and for the Counties 1of

‘Bedfird, Beésks, arid Buckingbam ;-we XXXIL Fhat all of ‘them Thould

“continde in Comimiffion’ for:the ‘Tefm &f Three Years; we— XXXIII. That
in‘the*Fouith Yedr, ‘the ‘Three Commiffieniers \for the County of Bedford

‘fhould ‘be Replaced by ‘Three -Commiffioners eleéted for the County of

‘Carbridge 5=« XXXIV. Thatin'the Fifth Year, .the Three Commiflioners

“for Berkbire fhould be Replaced * by ‘the like Number of Commiflioners
elefted -for Chefhire 5 wwie XXXV. That in ‘the Sixth Year, ‘the Three

Commiffiotiers: for the County of Buckingham (hould be Replaced by Three
ottiers eledted-for the Counity of Corriwal; — XXXVI. That the like rotary

Courfersf ‘eledting Commiflioners for the '_P-oor of England and W alss thould
‘be'antivally continued until each County, - in alphabetical Order, had elected

TFhreefuch Commiffioners 3 «m XXXVIL That thie'Right of fuch Ele&ion

fhould then’revolve again through the feveral Counties -in'the ‘fame 'order

of Sucteffion as before, ‘&c. 3 .n—-XXXV‘III. +And, that wpon the Death,
or Rerhoval ifito another County, of ary Cormiffioner, another fhould be

chofen’in his 'Stead, ' by -the Truftees and Goverriors ‘of the Poor in ‘that

County. for which'the ‘deceated ‘or removed Commiffioner was cleted,

Kk - XXXIX.

’i"e‘
s b R T e



A

b

Yt

[ 126 1]

XXXIX. ‘That the Commiffioners for the Poor ‘of England and Wales
fhould refide in London, or in Weftminfier s XL. That the faid
Commiffioners fhould appoint a Secretary and fuch 2 Number of Clerks as
they fhall find neceflary to afift in performing the Bufinefs under their
Charge ;3 =—— XI11. That an Office thould be eftablithed for thofe
Commiffioners to meet and tranfaé‘t the '{aid Bllﬁn¢f§ in, and for the
fafe-keeping of fuch Books and Papers relating to the Poor of Exgland and
Wales, as it fhall be requifite to have preferved in that Office.

XLIL That the Nine Commiffioners for the Poor of England and Wales
for the Time being, and not lefs than Seven of them, fhould be impowered
to afcertain what Sum and Sums of Money the Inhabitants of any one or
more of fome Counties fthould from Time to Time pay to the Inhabitants
of zm')7 one or more of other Counties? fo that the whole Charge of
Maintaining or otherwife Providing for the Poor of England and Wales may
at all Times be equally borne by the wealthy and the fubftantial Inhabitants
thereof.

XLIII. That the faid Commiifioners for ‘the Time being, and not. lefs

than Seven of therm, fhould be impowered to dire& the Reémoval, out of
any one County into any other County, of fuch poor People maintained at
the Public Charge as it fhall from Time to Time be expedient to have
removed into other Counties, tothe End that the Number of poor People
{o maintained in each County, may generally be near the Proportion which
the ‘wealthy and the fubftantial Inhabitants thereof fhould ‘maintain.
X1.IV. That as foon as the Poor’s-Rate for the Year fhall be fixed in
¢ach.County, and the Books of the Affefiment thereof be completed, the
Truftees and Governors of the Poor therein thould caufe an Abftract of the
faid Rate to be made, according to the Form N°¢ 1. at the. End..of this
Book’; which Abftraé a Committee of thofe Truftees and: Governors fhould
examine by the Books of Affeffment, and upon finding the fame to be juft,
or after it {hall be made fo,  Six of thofe examining Truftees and Governors
fhould fign that Abftraét, and tranfimit -the fame to. the Commiffioners for
the Poor of England and Wales at their Office in London 5 — XLV, That
within One Week after 24 Fune, the Truftees and Governors of the Poor in
each County fhiould annually fend to the Commiffioners for the Poor, as
aforefaid, an Account of all the poor Boys and Girls: who. thall have been

~ bound Apprentices by the faid Truftees and Governors, at the Public

Charge, within the preceding Twelve Months; which Account thould
exprefs the Names of the feveral Boys: and Girls fo bound, the Names,

. Places of Refidence, and Trades or Profefions -of the Perfons to whom they

fhall be bound, the Sum of Money paid. with. each Boy or Girl, and fhould

~be fignzd by Six of thofe Truftees and Governors.
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XLVL-That on the laft Day of every Month, excepting when it fhall
be on a Sunday, the proper Officer in each Houfe of Maintenance and
Employment fhould make and fend to the Commiffioners for the Poor of
Englzmd and #ales, an Account of the: Numbers of Men and Women,
and of the Numbers of Boys and Girls above Fourteen Years -of Age, who
thall at the T';me be therein maintained, and be in Health and Strength;
exprefling how many Men, and how many Women of the faid Numbers
were brought ‘up to, or have ufually maintained themfclves by common
Trades, or Employments, &c. according to the Form Ne IL

XLVIL That when any reputable Houfholder in any Parifh fhall want
fuch a Sort of Manufacurer, Artificer, Man-Servant, or Weiian-Servant
for Six Montks or more, or fuch a Boy or Girl for an Apprer-i.., 15 cannot
be met with in the fame Parith, the Truftee and Governor of the Pocer for
that Parith might be defired to certify the faid Want, by Letter or otherwife,
to the proper Officer at the neareft Houfe of Maintenance and Employment;
and if no fuch Perfon as' is fo wanted, fhall at the Time be therein
maintained, the faid Want fhould be minuted at the Bottom of the next
Monthly Account fent from that Houfe of Maintenance and Employment
to the Commiffioners for the Poor of England and Wales, as mentioned
in the 46 Propofiton and exemplified in the Form Ne IL.; .. .. ..
Upon Receipt of which Account, the Secretary, or. Clerks of the faid
Commiffioners fhould look into the Monthly Accounts fent from other
Houfes: of Maintenance and Employment;” for Memorandums of fuch
Manufaéturers, Artificers, &c. then wanting Employment in their proper
Prafeffions as fhall be wanted as aforefaid; and upon finding where there are
any fuch Perfons, Notice of fuch of them as fhall be neareft to the Parifh
where one is. wanted, fhould be immediately fent to the proper Officer at
that Houfe of Maintenance and Employment from whence the Want of fuch
a Perfon was certified ; which Notice thould be forwarded to-that Truftee
and-Governor of the Poor who granted a Certificate of the faid Want, that
he might acquaint the Houfholder who wanted fuch a Servant, where one
or more of the Sort required might be found. '

- XLVIL That Three of the Commiffioners for the Poor of Exgland and.

Wales for the Time being, and fuch Three as fhall each of them have been

cleed for -a different County, fhould every Summer vifit all the Houfes of

Maintenance and Employment for the Poor thereof ; — XLIX. That thofe
vifiting Commiffioners fhould be accompanied by a Phyfician and a Surgeon

~ of Eminence, andby a Perfon well {killed in the Linen Manufactury ; ——
- L. That the faid Commiffioners, Phyfician, Surgeon, and Perfon fkilled
zs aforefaid, fhould each of them be provided with:a proper Book whercin
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o etitér Accounts, ‘Meitiordttums, &c. of ‘the feveral Things ‘Wwhich it
‘fliall Be tieceflliry Yor them tohave, or'to take Notice of, inevery or any
‘Heiite of ' Muinténanice'and Employrmént by them fo vifited ;wee LT, That
‘the Three Cotrithifioners, =nd ‘thePerfon fkilled in the Lingh Man‘ufa’éhiﬁy,
“théutd vifit every Woard or ‘Sther ‘Apartinént whefein healthful fpoor People
[Hall e ¢he Tirfie be Employed or Muintained, and each of thofe Commifioneérs
"fhould ‘entér in‘his Book, the Nutibers of ‘fuch Pebple in the féveral Wards
of every Houfe of ‘Malnrehatice and Einployment, #nd the Numbers ‘of
People in every Floufe ‘of Confimerment and ‘Correction, according te the
Foim Ne L. — L1 Thiat the vifiting Phyfician and the vifiting Surgeon,
Hecsmpanied By the Phyfician-hfd the Surgeon belonging'to each ‘Houfe of
‘Miintenance and Employmeént refpectively, fhould vifit all the poor People
‘in the"Sick Wirds theréof, and Thould Prefcribe better Remediés, or ‘more

‘proper Méthods of Tréatniért, ‘for fuch of the fick, wouhded, or:maimed -

“Poor s Thall not, ‘in the Judgmmentof the vifitimg Phyfician ‘or Surgeon, be
o Nvell thken Care of 45 they might bes = LI Thatafterhaving fo done,
"¢hey fhould “entér in their Books, “an Accouns of the Numbers of fick'People
fn-éach Warl, “and “alfo-Meniorandonds of fuch Phyfical “or Chirurgical
Obfervitiotts 4s it nhy be propeér to have takenNotice of ‘afterwards:; i
LIV, That the 'faid Phyficlan “and -Surgeon fhould immedidtély make a
Repott of thofe Matters “to ‘the vifiting Commiffionersy'— LV. That the
propér Officer’in each Floufe of Mainténance ahd Employment thould make
“ufid 'deliver ‘to one of the vifiting Commiffiorders, “an‘Actdant of fuch qpdor
‘Men, Wonien, “and ‘Children ‘therein ‘Maintained -at “that Time, 4s Were
‘born ih other "Counties, “6r Counttiés, “attording to the Fofm - Ne IV, 5
L.VI. Thatany Mifminagement which " eitlier the vifiting ' Cémmiffioners,
* Phiyfician, “Sutgeon, ‘or Perfon fkilled “in ‘the Lihen Manufa&ury, - ihall
“obfetve in'any Floufe of Maintenance and Employnient, ‘or in any:Houfe
‘of Contfinément and-Correction, fhould be taken Notide of to the prificipal
Officer under whofe Diréftion the fame fhall be, ‘and*a* better “Methéd ~of
Procedure be “pointed ‘out, ‘or “better Managemert ‘recommended, “as-the
Cafe fhall require, :

‘LLVH. That whenthe annual Vifitation-of all the/Houfes of Maintéhance

and Employment fhall be-completed, the vifiting Cothmiflioners, Phyfician,
Surgeon, “and ‘Inffector “of “the “Linen Manufaturies;, ‘fhould “fign ~and
deliver to the Secretary ‘of the‘Commiffichers for the-Poor, - when all -théfe
Commiffioners or Séven of ‘them at leaft dre ‘affeinbled, ‘the feveral Books
of Accounts and"Memorandums taken as aforefaid’; — LVIIL. Thit the

-faid Secretary, with the Affiftance of proper Clerks fhould form -. . . . .
A General Account of the Poor’s-Rates-in “the feveral- Covntiés of Ergland
1 ' - and
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and Wales, and of the Numbers of poor People therein Maintained, or
otherwift Provided for at the Public Charge, in the current Year, . . . . ..
according to the Form N? V.3 — LIX. That when fuch an Account fhali
be completed, and hath been examined by the Secretary and Clerks, every’
Article therein fhould ‘be again examined by the Commiffioners, in the.
Prefence. of at leaft Seven of them, by the Book or Account from whence
it was firft copied, and when all the Articles are found to be right, or fhall
be made fo, T'wo Copies fairly written of the faid Account thould each of
them be compared with the examined Copy thereof, in the Prefence of at
leaft Seven Commiflioners as aforefaid, and when found to be true Copies,
both of them fhould be figned by every Commiffioner who was prefent at
the faid Examinations ; — L.X, ‘That one of thofe Copies thould be written
upon Vellum, and be preferved in the Office 5 — LXI. That by the other
Copy there fhould be as many Copies printed as there thall be Houfes of
Maintenance and Employment for the Poor of England and #ales ; s
LXIIL That a printed Copy of every fuch General Account fhould annually,
and as foon as completed, be fent to the principal Officer in each of thofe
Houfes, thereto be carefully kept 5 #o the End that the Truftces and Governors
of the Poor for each County may at - all Times know the State of the Poor, the
Poor’s-Rates, &¢. in every other County, and not have any Reafon to entertain

Sufpicions of Mufmanagement. ’ ' :
LXII. That fuch a. General Account as is mentioned in the 58th
Propofition, fhould be the Standard whereby to annually afcertain the
EQUITABLE PROPORTIONS which the Inhabitants of the fevera]
Counties in England and Wales ought to pay toward the WHOLE
CHARGE of Maintaining or otherwife Providing for the Poor thereof,
in each Year ; — LXIV. That fuch a General Account fhould likewife be
the Standard whereby to annually afcertain, what Numbers-of poor People
ought tobe REMOVED. out of fome Counties into other Counties, fo that
the Inhabitants of each County may have their proper Proportions of Poor
to Maintain ; — LXYV. That the Commiffioners for the Poor of Englard
and Wales, and not lefs than Seven of them, fhould accordingly afcertain
the aforefaid Proportions of the Charge of Maintaining, &c. the Poor, and
fignify to the Truftees and Governors of the Poor in each County refpectively,
what Sums of Money they are feverally to pay or receive on that Account;
at the fame Time fpecifying, to whom the faid Sums are to- be paid, or of
whom they are to be received ; —— LXVI. That the faid Commiffioners,
and not lefs than Seven of them, fhould accordingly afcertain what Numbers
of poor People are to be Removed out of fome Counties into other Counties,
and fignify to the Truftees and Governors of the Pcor in thofe Counties,
. ‘L1 - what
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what Numbers of Poor they are to ferid to, or receive from other Counties ;.
at the fame Time fpecifying the Counties to which thofe poor People are to
be fent, or the Counties from which they are to be received ; — LXVII,
That unmarried poor People fhould be Removed to the Counties in which
they were born, or fhall have Relations living at the Time, /5 often as the
Jame can be done conveniently, and without much Expence; — LXVIII, That
married poor People, and their Children, thould be Removed to the County
where the Hufband was born, unlefs the Wife was born in another County
and had Relations there living who fhall at the Time be more likely to
aflift them ; — LXIX. That a Widower, or a2 Widow, and his or her
Children, fhould be Removed according to the fame Rules; — LXX.
That whenever it thall be neceflary to Remove any poor Foreigners out of
England and W ales, they thould be fent, az the joint Charge of q{[ the Connties
thereof, to thofe Foreign Countries in which they were born, or from whence
they came into the Briti/h Dominions ; — LXXIL. And, that fuch of thofe
poor Foreigners as bad not mifbehaved here, fhould be allowed a fmall Sum
of Money to fubfift them after their Arrival in the Countries to which they
thall be {o fent. , ,

LXXII. That no Perfon, whether Native or Foreigner, fhould be
punifhable for begging ; but that. every Perfon who begs, fhould be fent
to a Houfe of Maintenance and Employment; and that if any beg.ging
Perfon fhall either refufe, or endeavour to avoid being fo fent, fuch Perfon
thould be carried by Force to a Houfe of Confinement and Corre&ion ; ar,
in Cafe of Efcape, he or fhe thould be advertifed 5 as is already mentioned
in the Eighth Fundamental Propofition. o

LXXII. That every Englifop Man or Woman who fhall beg, and be
brought into a Houfe of Confinement and Correction, for having refufed,
or endeavoured to avoid being fent to a Houfe of Maintenance -and
Employment, fhould be immediately required to tell. his or her, Name,
Place of Birth, laft Refidence, Trade or Profeffion, &c. all which Particulars
thould be entered in a Regifter-Book to be kept for that Purpofe 5 e
LXXIV. That the principal Officer in fuch Houfe of Confinement and
Corre&ion fhould fend by the firft Poft, one Copy ofthe faid Particulars
to the Truftee and Governor of the Poor for that Parifh wherein the confined
Perfon faid he or the was born ; and another Copy thereof thould be fent
to the Truftee and Governor of ‘the Poor for that Parith-wherein fuch Perfon
faid he or fhe laft refided; at the fame Time defiring thofe Truftees and
Governors to inquire, whether the faid Perfon was born or had refided in
their Parithes, whether he or the had there behaved well, or had committed
any punithable Crimes, and to return by the firft Opportunity fuch Anfwers

as
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as they fhall have to the faid Inquiries ; — LXXV. That if the Account
given by fuch confined Perfon of him or herfelf fhall appear by thofe
Anfwers to be true, and the faid Perfon is reputed to have lived by honeft
Induftry, he or fhe fhould be immediately difcharged from that Houfe of
Confinement and Correction ; — LXXVI, That if the faid Account fhall
appear to be true, but it thall alfo appear that the Perfon who gave the
fame, is reputed to be idle and worthlefs, he or the fhould then be continued
in the Houfe of Confinement and Corre@ion for . . . . . . Months, and
be there kept to hard Labour; — LXXVII. That if the faid Account
fhall appear to be falfe, the Perfon who gave it fhould be continued in
Confinement as one that is fufpected of having committed a Robbery, or
fome other punifhable Crime, and an Advertifement defcribing his or her
Perfon, &c, ‘fhould be Three Times inferted in fome of the London Evening
News Papers 3 — LXXVIIL That the future Treatment of a Perfon who
fhall fo give a falfe Account of him or herfelf, thould be regulated by the
Laws now in Force, excepting the Poor’s-Laws ;- — LXXIX. That any
Perfon who fhall be brought into a Houfe of Confinement and Correction
as aforefaid, and fhall there refufe, for Three Days fucceflively, to give an
Account of him or herfelf, thould be treated in all Refpects as one that gave
a falfe Account ; excepting fuch Perfon fhall manifeftly appear to ‘be an-
Idiot by fome At previous to bis or ber Confinement, or fhall not be at Years
of Difcretion, or fhall with Reafon be thought not to have been born in
either England or Wales. : v ’
LXXX. That fuch begging Perfons as fhall be brought into Houfes of
Confinement and Correétion for having refufed, or endeavoured to avoid
being fent to Houfes of Maintenance and Employment, and thall by their
Language, Dialet, Pronunciation, or other Circumftances, be thought not
to have been born in England or in WWales, thould be immediately required to
tell their Names, Places of Birth, laft Refidence, Trades or Profeflions, &c.
— LXXXI That any fuch Perfon who fhall give an Account of him or
herfelf, and fhall willingly work, fhould be continued in Confinement for
»++ ... Months, and then be difcharged; provided it fhall not appear
upon Inquiry, as mentioned in the Seventy-fourth Propofition, that the faid
Perfon hath given a falfe Account of him or herfelf, fo far as canbe known
in England or in W alés ;- LXXXIL Thatany fuch Perfon who-thall either
give a‘falfe Account of him or herfelf, or nof give a fatisfaCtory Account,
or fhall refufe to work when ‘thereunto reafonably appointed, thould be
deemed an unfit Perfon to ftay in this Country; and, inconfequence thereof,
fhould be fent by the firft Opportunity to the Country. whetein he or fhe was
berny .or came from into England or Wales ; and if any {uch Perfon fhall
x ' refufe
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refufe to give the neceffary Information for that Purpofe, he or the fhould
be tranfported to fome of the Briti/h Colonies 5 == LXXXIIL. That if, any
fuch Perfon, who fhall have been o fent to his or her native, &c. Country,
doth ever return into either England or Wales, the Punithment fhould be,
Tranfportation for Life; and every Perfon fo fent to another Country thould,
at the Time of fending, be told thereof, : - -

LXXXIV. That every Perfon, whether Native or Foreigner, who hath
begged, or fhall at the Time be Maintained at the Public Charge, and be
fent to a Houfe of Confinement and Correttion, fhould there be kept to
hard Labour, or to fuch other Work as he .or fhe fhall be apparently
capable of performing ; — LXXXYV. That the firft Refufal there to work
fhould be punithed by allowing the Perfon fo refufing, only Bread and
Water to live upon, for Three Days and Three Nights 3 em— LXXXV].
That the fecond Refufal to work, fhould be punifhed by placing the Perfon
fo refufing, in fuch a Situation, that he or fhe muit cither work or ftand
Chin-deep in cold Water, for as long a Time as a Phyfician or a Surgeon,
after [ecing the idle Perfon, fhall think may be done without indangering
Life ; — LXXXVIL That if after being fo punithed Three Times a¢
proper Intervals, any Englify Man or Woman, juftly confined as aforefaid,
fhall ftill refufe to work, he or fhe fhould be brought before the Juftices
of the Peace for the County, in their next Quarter Seffions, and be by them
ordered to be Tranfported to fome of the Britifb, Colonies, for Seven Years ;
— LXXXVIIL. That no Beggar, or poor Perfon maintained at the Public
Charge, fhould be committed to, punithed in, or difcharged from, a Houfe
of Confinement and Correétion, without- 2 Warrant from a Juftice of the
Peace, or from a Truftee and Governor of .the Poor; — LXXXIX. And,
that a Regifter thould be kept in each Houfe of Confinement and Correction
of all' Punithments there inflicted, exprefling the Offenders N ames. and

Crimes, and by whofe Warrant they were punifhed.

 XC. That any common working Man who {hall either kill Ga;}ze, ‘roB

Fifh-Ponds, or fteal Peultry, &c. not amounting in real Value to . . . . .
Shillings, fhould be committed to a Houfe of Confinement and Corretion
for One Month, and there be kept to hard Labour ; — XCI, That any
fuch Man who fhall again offend in either of thofe Ways, and within the
prefcribed Extent of Value, fhould be T hree Months confined and kept to
hard Labour as aforefaid; —— XCII, That for the Third Offence, he
fhould be confined, &c. Six Months —— XCII. And, that for the
Fourth Offence, he fhould be Tranfported to fome of the Britifh Colonics
for Seven Years, = . _ , : o

XCIV.
I3
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XCIV. That any common working Man by Profeflion, who fhall be
known not to have any other honeft Means of living than by Labour,
and not to be fo often at work as is neceffary to- maintain himfelf, and
Family if he hath any, fhould be fummoned to appear before the neareft
Juftice of the Peace, and there be required to give a fatisfattory Account

- how he lived ; in Failure whereof, he fhould be committed to a FHoufe of

Confinement and Corre@ion, for One Month, and there be kept to hard
Labour ; — XCV. That if any fuch Man after being releafed, fhall return
to his former bad Courfe of Life, and fubfift for the moft Part by other
Means than honeft Induftry, he fhould be again commmitted as aforefzid,
and for a longer Time, &t. '

XCVI. Thatany commioh working Man, whether Manufacturer, Artificer,
Hufbandman or Labourer, whofe Wife or Children fhall become chargeable
to the Public by his leaving her or them, fhould be fammoned before a
Juftice of the Peace, and there be required to allow a reafonable Proportion
of his Wages toward the Maintenance of his Wife and Children, or of either
of them s which Money o allowed fhould be paid montlly to the Collector
of the Poor’s-Rate for that Parifh wherein the Hufband {hall refide, and
Notice: thereof be given by the Truftee and Governor of the Poor for fiick
Parifh, to the Truftee and Governor of the Poor for that Parifh where the
Wife and Children, or either of them, fhall refide; to the End that fhe or
they may receive from the Collector of the Poor’s-Rate there, fuch Sums
of Money as fhall be fo paid int the other Parifh, for her or their Ufe; but
if the Money fo allowed by a working Man fhall not be fufficient to prevent
his Wife and Children, or cither of them, from wanting Public Relief; or
if the be a diforderly Woman, or they rot arrived at Years of Difcretion,
or the Elder of them not fit to take Care of the Younger ofes, they fhould
be maintained at the Public Charge, and the Money fo paid by the Hufband
fhould be applied toward defraying the faid Charge; — XCVII. That if
any fuch working Man fhall refufe to contribute what he may reafonably
fpare out of his Wages toward maintaining his Wife and Children, or either
of them, he fhould be committed to a Houfe of Confinement and Correction
for One Month, and there be kept to hard Labour ; — XCVIIL. That
any fuch Man fhould be fo committable once in every Year, fo long as he
thall be able to- contribute as aforefaid, and fhall refufe to do i.

XCIX. Thatany of the Punifhments mentioned in the 90, 91, 92, 93,
94> 95 and 97** Propofitions fhould be commutable in Time of War, for
»+ v« « Years Service in His Majefty’s Navy, or Army, in every Inftance
where the Juftice or Juftices of the Peace fhall think fuch Commutation
will be proper.

M m . C. That
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© C. That the Father and the Grandfather, the Mother and the Grandmother,
the Children, and the Brothers and Sifters, (?f every p‘oor. Perfo.n n(.)t able
to work, or fuch of them as fhall be of Ability to maintain their faid poor
Relation, fhould either maintain him or her at. their own Charge; or pay
to the Collector of the Poor’s-Rate for the Parifh wherein they fhall dwell,
fuch a Sum of Money, every Year and at one ngment, as the T'ruﬁees
and Governors of the Poor in the County thall adjudge t(? be fuﬂi.clem; to
defray the Charge of maintaining that poor Pe.rfon. — This Propofition is an
Extention of the Seventh Sefiion of Statute 43 Elizabeth, Chap. 2. ’

CL. That the Perfons who fhall be appointed‘Colle&ors of .the Poor’s-Rates,

as is already mentioned in the Ninth Fundamental Propofition, .Ihould enter
upon that Office on the gozh of September : Cees Sfor that will be the next
Quarter-Day after wvifiting the Houfes of Maintenance and Employment, and
[eems to be the moft convenient Time for clofing each Year’s Account of the Charge
of Maintaining, &¢. the Poor, k“and for the Truftees and Governors of the Poor
in each County to.bave a general Meeling to fix the Poor’s-Rate ; becanfe they
may by that Time know, what Numbers of poor People, zmd. what Sums (?f
Money they are 1o Jend o, or receive from other Counties, which Matters will
enable them to determine upon a propj; Rate for the Year to come, and Autumn
; ‘ d Seafon for travelling. _
i %ﬁrﬂz)‘)hjtgafy Perién \fn/hofe Houfe:thmd, &c. fhall be over-rated in the
Book ;>f Aflefiment for the Poor, {hould complain thereof to the Truftee
and Governor of the Poor for that Parifh wherein fuch Houfe, Land, &e.
is fituated, who fhould farther infonn himfelf vof the Matt?:r, and make
a Report of it to the otherTruﬁee_s and Governors of the Poor in the County,
at theh- next Meeting ; == CIII. That if the Perfon fo over-rated fha.ll n9t
chufe to abide by what thofe‘Tru{’cce‘s ‘and,Goy‘emors fthall deFerque in
reoard to the faid Over-rate, he thould have a Right of Appealing to..the
]L\oﬁiéeé of Peace for the County, in their next Quarter-Seffions, V\fhere.thc
Matter {hould be finally determined ; == CIV. That all Grlevanc§s,
Difputes, ‘&c. which relate either to th¢ Poqr, or Fo the Poor’§-Rates in
any County, and may with Propriety be taken Cognizance of'and redreffed
or adjuﬁed by the Truftees and Governors of Fhe Poor therein, .ﬂ.)ou_l.d be
cognizable and determinable by them ; referving to the P‘ar‘t).r‘ diffausfied
with any fuch Determination, a Right of Appealing to the Juftices of Peace
for the County, in their next Quarter-Seffions.

- CV, That
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INSPECTORS - GENERAL Jor the POQR of
ENGLAND anxvo WALES.

CV. That when Houfes of Maintenance and Employment, and Houfes
of Confinement and Corretion fhall be built, and the Poor be therein
provided for, in the Manner here propofed, the Truftees and Governors of
the Poor in each County, fhould annually ele& out of their own Number,
a Perfon proper for an Infpector-General for the Poor of England and Wales
— CVIL. That the Perfons fo elected in the feveral Counties fhould meet
every Summer, in London or in Weftminfter ; ——CVIL. That the Infpectors-
General for the Poor of England and Wales, when fo affembled, fhould
examine and allow, or difallow, of any Accounts relating to the Poor, and

fhould take Cognizance of any Mifmanagement in Relieving, Employing;, -

Ordering,” or Governing of them; — CVIII. That for the more regular
and orderly conduéting of their Bufinefs, thofe Infpetors-General thould
chufe out of their own Number, a Prefident and an Honorary Secretary ; —
CIX. That they fhould then require the Commiffioners for the Poor to lay
before them, the Infpectors - General, the feveral Books of Accounts,
Memorandums, and Obfervations, taken or made by the Three vifiting
Commiffioners, Phyfician, Surgeon, and Infpector of Linen Manufatturies,
at their Vifitation of the Houfes of Maintenance and Employment, and
Houfes of Confinement and Correction, in the preceding Summer; we——
CX. That all the faid Memorandums and Obfervations thould.be read to the
Infpectors-General, and not to lefs than F orty of them, by their Honorary
Secretary 3 —— CXI. That a Minute fhould be taken, in a Book: for -that
Purpofe, of evéry fuch. Memorandum or Obfervation as. any one of the
Infpectors General fhall, at the Time of reading thereof, fay he thinks
material, provided that the Majority of the Infpectors-General then prefent
are not of the contrary Opinion; — CXIL That when all fuch of thofe
Memorandums and Obfervations as fhall be adjudged material, are entered
in the Minute-Eock, thofe Infpe¢tors-General, ard not lefs than Forty-one
of them, fhould confider what is proper to be done in the Matter or Thing
to which each of thofe Memorandums or Obfervations (hall feverally refare,
and their Determination thereon fhould be binding and firal 5 — CXIII.
Thet the Commiffioners for the Poor fhould then be requircd to lay before
the Iafpeciors-General, a Copy of the General Accoust of the Poer and the
Peors-Faes 1o the presading, Year, tcgether with Copics of all material
Accounts and Papers relatiny, o the State of the Poor in the faid Year ; —

ki
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CXIV. Thatthe Infpectors-General thould examine, ot caufe to be examined
by fuch Perfons and in fuch Manner as they thall think proper to appoint
and direét, the faid General Account and any other Accounts relating to the
Poor in the preceding Yeary — CXV. That if any Errors thall be difcovered
in the faid Accounts, the Infpectors-General fhould dire&t the Commiffioners
for the Poor to rectify the fame in their Accounts for the fucceeding Year ;
—CXVI. That when the Commiffioners Accounts for the preceding Year
are found to be right, or fhall be made fo, Nine Certificates thereof thould
be written upon Vellum, and be figned by the greater Part of the Infpectors-
General fer the Poor of England and Wales y w—— CXVII, That thoft
Certificates thould be délivered to the Nine Commiffioners for the Poor of
England and Wales, during the faid Year, and be to each and every of them
a final Acquittance and Diicharge from all Matters and Things by them
performed, or ordered to be performed, within fuch Year, and in the

Capacity aforefaid; — CXVIIL. That the InfpeCtors-General fhould laft

of all take inte Confideration fuch Things of National Concern in regard
to the Poor, as any of them fhall have to propofe ; =~ CXIX. That when a
Fhing fo propofed thall be by them adjudged to be of National Utility,
each Infpector-General for the Poor of England and Wales fhould take an
Account thereof;, and lay it before the Truftees and ‘Governors of the Poor
in the County for which he was {o eletted; — CXX. That no Perfori who
fhall have been eleéted an Infpector-General for the Poor of England and
Wales, fhould be again electable to that Office in lefs than Nine Years from
the Time of his Election, o

CXXIL That upen the Election of any Truftec and Governor of the
Poor for a Parith, to the Office of a- Commiffioner- or an Infpector-General
for the Poor of England and: Wales, another Truftee and Governor of the
Poor thould be eleCted for fuch Parith 3 — CXXII. That in the Abfence
of the Truftee and Governer: of the Poor for any Parith, the Minifter
of fuch Parith fhould make Inquiries concerning the Characters of poor
People detained in Houfes of Confinement and Corretion, &c. as mentioned
in the Seventy-fourth Propofition.

CXXIIL That every poor Perfon who' fhall' want Relief, fhould be
equaily intitled thereto, in any City, Town, Parifh, or extraparochial Place,
&c. as mentioned in the Second Fundamental Propofition. '

CXXIV. That all diftrefféd Perfons, whether Natives or Foreigners, who
thall apply to be received into any Houfe of Maintenance and Employment,

thould be immediately admitted, &c, as mentioned in the Fifth Fundamental
Propofition. ‘

CXXYV. That

i b
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CXXV. That fuch of the poor People maintained at the Public Charge,

as fhall at the Time be capable of working, fhould be chiefly employed in the

Linen Manufactury, &c, as mentioned in the Sivh Fundamental Propofitien.

CXXVI. 'That when Houfe’s of Maintenance and Employment, and
Houfes of Confinement and Corre@ion, fhall have been eftablithed Fhree
Years, the Infpetors-General for the Poor of' England and Wales thould
take into’Confideration the RULES ano ORPERS made for the better
Relieving, Employing, ‘Ordering, and Governing of the Poer in each County
refpectively ; — CXXVII, That from thofe feveral Rules and Orders the
then Infpectors-General fhould felect fuch Parts thercof as they, or the
Majority of them, fhall think beft calcitated to anfiver the Ends for which
the fame were made, and fuch as, in theif Opinions, may beeftablithed and
obferved in the feveral Counties of England and Wales, witheut producing
material Pifadvantages or Inconveniences in any County's — CXXVIIL
That a Copy of the Rules and Orders which fhall be fo feleted, fhould be
kaid before the TFruftees and- Governors of the Poor in each County, for
them to confider, and to fignify their Approbation or Difapprebation of the
feveral Articles therein; — CXXIX, That at the Meeting of the Infpeétors-
General for the Poor in the next Year, each of thofe Articles fhould be read
to them, and every Infpector-General fhould then fay whéther the Truftees
and Governors of the Poor in the County for which he was eleted, approved
or difappreved t'he_;-eof; ‘= CXXX. That fuch of the faid Articles as fhall
relate to Matters of Equity, Good Policy, or Husmarity, and fhall be approved
of by the Truftees and Governors of the Poor in the greater Number of
Counties, fhould be eftablifhed and obferved in all the Counties 3—CXXXI.
That in other Matters, no Article fhould be univerfally eftablithed that did
not meet with univerfal’ Approbation; we— CXXXIE "And, that fuch
RULES axp ORDERS 'for the better Relieving; Employing, Ordering,
or Governing of the Poor in England and Wales as thalt upen fufficient
Experience be found to be proper in every County thereof, fhould be made
A LAW or tuis REALM. T o

Thefe One Hundred and Thirty-two PROPOSITIONS conftitute
THE SYSTEM or POLICY that I moft humbly propofe for Religving,
Employing, and Ordering the POOR of ENGLAND anp WALES,
and as moft Parts thereof differ widely from our prefent Policy with regard
to the Poor, it will be expedient for me to fay fomething in fupport of the-
principal Matters here offered 5 for though the Propriety or Impropriety of
each of‘_‘thefequjopoﬁtio‘ns will be very evident to a Number of Perfons, vet,
that is not likely to bethe Cafe with every Reader; and therefore I thall take
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the Liberty of contrating our PRESENT METHODS of Relieving,

Employing, and Ordering the PO OR, with the METHODS HEREIN
PROPOSED for thofe feveral Purpofes. v

Our Prefent Methods.

1. Thefe are fuch as might have been
expeted if the People of Eugland
had lived under Ten Thoufand
diftiné&t Governments.

2. Thefe create as many oppofite

- and falfe Interefts with regard to
the Poor, as there are Parifhes in
England and Wales.

3. Thefe have {eparated the Poor into
fuch fmall Numbers that the

* cheapeft Way of maintaining moft .

of them, is, in Idlenefs.

4. Thefe permit the Poor t0 be fo
employed as to make other Englifb
People poor, by taking Employ-
ment from thems. -

5. Thefe impoverifh the Nation, by
caufing great Numbers of poor.
People to be maintained in Idlenefs

- who are able to work. A

6. Thefe take feveral Shillings more
in the Pound out of fome Eftates
than out of others, to the Ruin or
Diftrefs of many Families.

7. Thefe have brought many Trading
Towns toDecay, by obliging them

to maintain enormous Proportions

of poor People. o
8. Thefe make our Manufactures as

. much dearer than need to be, as
‘Trading Towns pay more than

their equitable Quotas for the Poor.
9. Thefe expofe fome honeft and in-
duftrious poor People to perith for

Want, others to be punifhed as

Thieves, and force many to Steal,

The Propofed Methods.

1. Thefe are accommodated to the poli-
tical State of England under one
general Government and a moft potent
Sovereign.

2. Thefe would unite in one comman and
true Intereft with regard to the Poor,
all the fubftantial and wealthy People
of England and Wales. -

3. Thefe would collest the Poor into fuch
confiderable Numbers thatthe cheapeft

- Way of maintaining them, would be,
at Work. .
4. Thefe fbew bow all the Poor may be
~emplayed, without taking Employ-
ment from other Englith People or
Britith Subjecls. :
5. Thefe would enrich the Nation, by

emplaying poor People to_ make fuch

- Manufaclures as we now pay Money
. for to otber Nations: :

6. Thefe would fecure 1o every Family a

 like Proportion of their Eftate or In-
. come for their own Ufe, and prevent
all fuch Ruin or Diftrefs.

. Thefe would proteét all our Trading

Towns from any fuch Decay, and
give 10 each of them a fair Chance of
thriving.
8. Thefe would turn the Tables upon
other Couniries, by making their Ma-"~
nufadiures as much dearer as ours
would be cheaper. '
9. Thefe would fecure all honeft poor
~ Peaple from perifbing for Want, from
being. punifbed as Thieves, and from
" the Necelfity of Stealing.
. ' 10. Thefe

[
Our. Prefent Methods.

0. Thefe are not fo formed as to
make the Detetion of begging
Rogues practicable, and decree all
Beggars to be Rogues alike.

11. Thefe difcourage working People
from marrying, by a Want of due
Care and Provifion for working Fa-
milies when they come to Poverty.

12. Thefe put fubftantial Perfons
upon driving poor People into other
Counties or Parifhes, and upon
diftouraging the Increafe of them.

13. Thefe have by the faid Means
much accelerated the Depopulation

" caufed by monopolizing of Farms
and the Inclofure of common Lands.
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The Propofed Methods.

10. Thefe would make the Deteflion of
begging Rogues wvery practicable,
and prevent Punifhment from going

before Guilt,

11. Thefe wounld fecure to all working
People and their Children, a com-
Sortable Maintenance, and thereby
encourage others to marry.

12. Thefe would make fubftantial Per-
Jons defirous of baving more than
their Proportions of poor People,
and confequently of their Increafe.

13. Thefe though not powerful enough 1o

prevent  fuch Depopulation, would

neverthelefs retard in a confiderable
Degree the future Progrefs of il.

B

T his. feems to me to be the moft concife, plain, and effectual Way of
fupporting the principal Matters here offered for Reficving, :Employz‘ng “and
Ordering the POOR of ENGLAND and WALES ; for by this Contraft
any Perfon may eafily fee what a long Train of political, pecuniary, and
commercial LOSSES our prefent Methods of Relieving and Orderin,g the
POOR have brought upon this NATION : and as to' the great Numbet
of NATIONAL ADVANTAGES therein attributed to the propofed
Metllaods, they would naturally flow from a greater Confonance to Religion
Fuftice, Humanity, and Good Policy; but I fhall conne® thofe feverai
Advantages with the Propofitions, &c. upon which they depend, and then
every Reader will be better able to judge whether I have attribx,lted to the
Matters here offered, more Advantages than belong to them. -

1. The propofedPovricy is accommodated o the political State of ENG LAND
&c. . . . for it would make T CARE or tue POOR, a co‘Mxvio»;
Concern; asthe Prefervation of RELIGION, LIBER TY,PROPERTY.
anp COMMERCE now are. ,

2. The propofed Povricy would unite in one common and true Intereft, &

- .. fuch Union muft neceffarily refult from the Care of the Poor beihg,maéfé
a common Concern, and from the Matters referred to in the 34 and 4*™ Articles

3. The propofed Poricy would collect the Poor into Juch cbnﬁdemb.’;
Numbers, &c. . . . this is proved by what I have faid concerning the

Advanta.ges which would arife from the T4ird and Fourth- Fundamental
Propofitions in Pages 112 to r15. o £
h‘4. .T be prjofoﬁd Povricy fhews bow all the Pooxr may be “emplojéd,' &c. .
this is made appear by what I have faid upon the' Sixth Fundamental A
Propofition, in Pages 115 to 118,
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50 The propofed Rosrcy would ENRICH the NATION, &c. . . this
depends upon the 4 Article, and as that is proved, this doth not need
any other Proof, ,

6. The propofed Poricy would. fecure to every Family a like Proportion of
their EsTaTe or Income; &c. . . . fuch Securiey would be the: certain
Confequence of an Equality in the Poor’s-Rates. o

7. The prepofed PoLrcy would protett all our Fravine Towns, &c. . .
fuch Protection muft neceffarily attend an Equality in the Poor’s-Rates.

8. The propofed Povicy would turn the Tables upon other Countrigs, &c.
. . when our Poor’ are»employed in ma}ging {fuch Manufactures as we now
pay MONEY for to other Nations, the Chargg of inaint‘a‘ining their Poor
will increafe as the Charge of maintaining ¢xr Poér diminithes s and, by
confequence, #ncreafe the Prices of their Manufactures in proportion as our
Manufattures are made chegper. v .

9. The propofed Povicy would fecure all honeft posr People from perifbing for
W aNT, and féom the Necafity of STEALING: . . fuch Security would be the
neceffary Confequence of eftablifhing in each County, a competent Number
of Houfes of Maintenance and Employment, of freely admitting into them
all diftreffed Perfons who fhalt apply for fuch Admittance, and of giving
every. poor Perfon a Right to. Relief when and where he or fhe fhall want
it 5 as mentioned in the Second, Third, and Fifth Fundamental Propofitions.
~= The faid Povr1cY would fecure moNEST poar People from being punifbed
as Tuieves: . + . fach Security. is; provided by the feveral Conftitutiona)
Propofitions, from the Sevemty-fecond to the Eighty-ninth inclufive.
 10. The propofed Poricy would make the Detsipn of BEGGING RoGUEs
wery prafticable : . . . the Pradticability of fuch Petection is fhewn in the
feveral Conflitutional Propofitions referred to: in the Ninth. Article. ,

11. The propafed Povrcy would fecure to. all working People and theiy
Children a comfortable Maintenance; &c. . . this is proved by the Matters
referred to in the Nimth Article. -« ‘ oo j o

¥2. The propofed Poricy would make fubfiantial Perfons defirous of baving
more than their Proportions of poor People, &c. . . . When the Charge of
Maintaining the Poor of England and Hales is EQUALLY BORNE by
the wealthy and the fubftantial People thereof, the Inhabitants of thofe
Counties. which maintain LES S than their equitable Proportions of poor
People, will be to pay Equivalents in Money for the Remainders of fuch
Proportions, to the Inhabitants of thofe Countjes which maintain MORE
than their equitable Proportions of poor People: fo that the Former will not
only lofe all the Money which they fhall fo. pay, but will likewife lofe ¢
Market at Home for the Corny Cheefe, Beef, 8c. which would have been
confurmed by fuch poer People, if they hadbecp maintained in the Counties

2 ' : ‘ - which
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which muft pay for their Maintenance ; and the faid Lo/ will be fo much
Gain to the Inhabitants of thofe Countics which fhall maintain fuch furplus
Numbers of poor People : — The wealthy and the fubftantial Inhabitants
of each County would therefore be defirous of having MORE than theis
cquitable Proportions of POOR fo maintain, as by that Means they would not
only have a greater Demand at Home for their Corn, Cheefe, Beef, &c. but
would gain Money from the Inhabitants of other Counties.

13. The propofed Povricy though not powerful enough to prevent Such

DepOPULATION, &c. . . . thisis proved, partly by the Matters referred.

to in the g#b Article, and partly by what is mentioned in the 12¢5 Article.

* The preceding Thirteen Articles, and the Matters therein referred to, will
make it eafy for any Perfon to judge whether I have attributed to the propofed
Methods, for Relieving, Employing, and Ordering the Poor, more NaTronar,
ApvanTacEs than are likely to refult from them ; but whatever may -be
determined thereon, it is either felf-evident, or very plainly made appear,

that the moft confiderable of thofe Advantages are infeparably annexed to -

the faid Methods, and thefe are the Things which every Reader will naturally
make the chief Objeéts of his Attention. =~ _ :

For as to the Ways and Means of obtaining fuch National Advantages,
I am perfuaded that few Readers will chufe to be at the Trouble of attending:

farther thereto, than is requifite to fatisfy them that thofe Ways and Means -

and as nothing more Is neceffary to being fatisfied of fuch Practicability
and Confiftency, or of the Contrary, than for a Perfon to read the feveral
‘Propofitions, and to make ufe of his own Reafon and Judgment therein,
what might be added concerning thofe Propofitions would be of very little,
if any, real Ufe to the generality of Readers. -

This being the Cafe, it will be rather improper than neceflary, for me to
fay why I propofe many of the Things herein mentioned, preferably toWhat
may be propofed on the fame Heads ; efpecially, as it would not only be a
tedious Work, but a Number of the Propofitions may be altered feveral
Ways, and wvery probably for the better, without affeCting the Fundamental
Part of the propofed Policy : for the Poor may be as well taken Care of by

are practicable, and confiftent with Religion, Fuftice, Humanity, and Liberty :

“Perfons bearing other Titles, or chofen for that Purpofe by other Methods,

than I have propofed, as if they were to be Relieved, &c. in the Manner
here fpecified ; and therefore I thall only fay, that the propofed Methods are
fuch as feem to me to promife SECURITY againft Lujuftice and othes
Mifmanagement, and againtk Auimofities and Difputes between Neighbours oa

account of the Poor. : o
As to the Charge of carrying into Execution the feveral Things here
propofed{ I fhall not pretend to make an Eftimate of the Whole, becaufe
Oo “rthe
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the greateft Part thercof depends upon the Numbe.rs of poor Péople to be
ihaintained, and upon many other Matters with which I amn not acquainted :
but as I have propofed, that there fhould be s TRUSTEE anp
GOVERNOR of the Poor for every Parisa, Nine COMMISSIONERS
Sfor the Poor of ENGLAND anp WALES, and Fiftystwe
INSPECTORS - GENERAL into the Management of the Poor, it will be
neceffary to make an Eftimate of the Charge of having fuch fuperior and
honorary Officers.
hul(‘)«-x)jrt{wugh it be incumbent on wealthy and on fubftantial Perfons to
devote a Part of their Time to the Difcharge of Offices which the Wifdom of
Government hath eftablithed for the common Gooed of _Society{ yety fuch
Perfons are neverthelefs to have a due Regard to the Welfare of their own
Families ; and therefore, I moft humbly propofe, thatfuch of the afor'efaid
fuperior Officers, as, according to thie Methods herein pro'po_fed, will be to
refide in. Londen for Three Years, or to go there to audit and pafs .the
Accounts relating to the Poor, &c. fhould have Allowances toward deftaying
their extraordinary Expences on thofe Occafions. GE o o :
of the ANNUAL CHARGE of the Superior,
Gel:elil,E ;3{ i—ll\grﬁ;l;g‘r BUSINESS of Relieving, Employing, and Ordering
the POOR oF ENGLAND axp WALES, according to the Methods
%?%:;?ﬁvp\v?i};ﬁg}m-Geﬂeml ; fot their Travellihg Charges, ) £ .’ 5 D'
,{éo each, upon an Average DR :, ‘ ;,0407 e
For the Charge of having the Accounts examined, and. o
-for incidental Expem’ie‘s .0.0 R . ggg st e
Nine C iiffioners, each [ 3 P AL : (VORI
gz:lc?-:t(a::;ﬂ,m(l:ﬂlg‘gs, Poﬂ:ageé)g Letters, Office-Rent, &c. . 1,000 : —
For the Travelling Charges of Six * Commiiﬁoqers while o
vifiting the Houfes of Maintenance, Es’cr IR 600 & P —
% 7 am in diubt whethér Three Commiffioners, Ee. can Fointly wf{t, ina’
reafomable Time, 200 Houfes of Maintenance, & in 52 Connties, and

ALarofiie bave efti Sixs Three of whommayvifit in the 26 Northern

e b e are eifin Ty 146 6 Saashers Conees
Two Phyficians, to vifit and ptefcribe for the Sick, e,

" Poor in the Houfes of Maintenance, &', each £400 . 800 1 = :
Two Surgeons, for the like Services, cach £ 300 1. goo e P
Two Infyeflors of Linen Manufaliuries, each f3oo . .. 00 @ —m

" "T'he Truftees and Governors of the Poor will not be required

o their Office to go out of their refpective Counties,
ggrt?(f ll;e frequentl?l or long out of the fi’ayiﬂ;es wherein
they refide; or have much of their Time taken up in
difcharging the Duties thereof, and therefore they
cannot reafonably expect any Allowance for fo doings
but they {hould be repaid the Poftage Qf Letters, an‘di
any other Money by t}ifm expended, in and fqr the ﬁ

ating to the Poor. - -
Bufioct 1 The Total of this Eftimate is ... £ 7,840: —:—

it e s
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.. As the County of 2%k is more than Half as large as all the Twelve
Counties in#ales, and contains a greater Number of Houfes than there are
in thofe 12 Counties, I think it would be but reafonable, that the Inhabitants
of each of the Three Ridings in Yorkfhire fhould ele& T'wo Commiffioners
for the Poor, but in Six fucceflive Years; and that the People of Wales
fhould, in each of thofe Six Years, elect Two fuch Commiffioners for Two
of their Counties : in which Cafe, the Right of ele¢ting Comumiflioners for
the Poor would begin and end in 77ales and 2urk/bire at the fame Times, and
the whole Rotation would be completed in Forty-five Years.

As to the previous Steps neceffary to be taken for carrying into Execution
the feveral Methods here propofed for Reélieving, Employing, and Ordering the
Poor, I am humbly of Opinion that the after-mentioned, or fome fuch
Meafures will be expedient for the faid Purpofe. :

Firft, Thatthe Inhabitants of every Parifh thould have an Account taken
of the Numbers of poor People Maintained or Relieved at theirCharge, and
of the Amount of fuch Charge, in each Year, for 7 or 5 Years laft paft; —
Second, "That the Inhabitants of every Parith thould then depute a refpetable
Parifhioner to act in their Behalf at fuch County-Meetings as fhall be held to
confider of what is expedient to be done for the betzer Relieving, Employing,
and Ordering the PooR 3 — Third, That when a Perfon fhall be fo deputed in
the feveral Parithes of each County, a general Meeting of them at each
County-Town fhould be publicly defired ;— 445, That thofe Deputies fhould
bring with them to fuch Meetings, the before-mentioned Accounts of the Poor
in their refpective Parithes, and fhould thereby make, or order to be made, a
general Acccunt of the Poor in each County, according to the following Form.

An Account of the mediam Numbers of

the feveral Parithes within the County of . . .. . . for fuch Numbers of Years laft pait as

are exprefled againft the Name of each Parifh refpe@ively ; and alfo, of the mediam
Annual Amount of the faid Charge. )

taken Wholly
for. |IMaintained,

———

Keieved by of the Poor.
Allowances. [ £ s o

| 1

Wapentakes

poor People Maintained or Relieved at the Charge of ‘

Hundreds, [ . Numb. [ ‘Medium Numbers of [| The mediom
N * a ) - A o ” N
R;ﬁes, Names of the Parifhes, Years the Peor. . Anmmual Chargef -

Fifth, That as fuch a general Account would cnable the fuid Deputies in
each County to form a Judgment of the Number of IHoufes of Maintenance
and Employmen‘t which will be neceflary for their Poor, that Matter thould
be firft of all taken into Confideration 5 — Sixt®, That when thofe Deputies,
or the greater Part of them, thall have agreed as to the Number of I {onfes of
Maintenance, &c. they thould next confider and fettle, what Market-Towns
aremoft conveniently fituated and beft provided for thofe Pu
inevery Inftance, where it can well be done,
equidiftant from each other and from the Con

rpofes; prefering,
thofe Towns which are nearefk
fines of the County, fo that no
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Parifh therein may be above 10 or 12 Miles from a Houfe of Maintenance.
and Employment j — Seventh, That fuch of thole peputies as ﬂlall chufe to
propofe any Thing for the better Relieving, Employing, orOrdcrmg the Poor,
thould then offer their Propofitions in writing, againft each of which Ihould
be exprefled the Head of Management to which the Propofition fhall relate,
Viz. Land, Building, Furniture, Cloathing, Provifions, Employment, Infirmary,
Domeftic Oeconomy, [uperior Officers, inferior Officers, Acc?u'm.f, Remeval,
Puniflment, &c.; but no Arguments in fupport of Propofitions fhould be
taken Notice of, for fuch of them as fhall be good will undoubtedly be
thought fo by many of the Deputies when read, and there would be no End
to Reafoning upon fo copious a Subject, among 150 or 200 ?erfons R e—
Eighth, That all the’Propoﬁtions which fhall be made concerning ea(:h Head
of Management thould be read one after the other without Interruption, and
when 1o read, thofe Three Propofitions which fhall be thought the beft thould
be immediately copied into a Book, to be provided for that Purpofe ; —
Ninth, That when all the Propofitions relating to each Head of Management
fhall have been fo read, and the Three beft upon each Matter or Thing fhall
be fo copied, the Latter fhould be read again, and the Deputies fhould then
determine, which of thofe Three Propofitions is the beft, . . whether a better
might not be formed out of the Three, . .. or, whether the fame are not
unworthy the Approbation of fuch an Affembly ; — Tenth, That when the
parochial Deputies in cach County fhall have performed the feveral Matters
‘herein mentioned, they fhould chufe T'wo of their own Number for County-
Deputies, to whom they fhould deliver the general Account of the Poor in
their County, and a Copy of fuch Propofitions relating to the Poor as fhaH' be
approved of as aforefaid ;— Eleventb, That there fhould be a general Meeting
in London or Weftminfter of thofe County-Deputies; — Zwwelfth, That when
thofe Deputies fhall be fo met, they fhould caufe One Account to be made
of all the Poor in England and Wales, by the before-mentioned Accounts
of the Poor in eachCounty ; and fhould likewife felect from the Propofitions
therein approved of, fuch as they, or the greater Part of them, fhall think
beft calculated for the Ends thereby propofed, &c. &c.
After fuch previous Steps as thefc thall have been taken, there u.'illl be
- ample and good Materials to conftruét a general Law for the betterRehe:vmg,
‘Employing, and Ordering the Poor of England and Wales; and as in the
Courfe of Seven Years after fuch Law fhall be made, any Defets therein,
or Inconveniences arifing therefrom, would undoubtedly be all difcovered,
and proper Rules and Orders for the Purpofes mentioned in the 126/5, &c.
Conftitutional Propofitions, would be by that Time agreed upon by the
‘propofed Infpectors-General and Truftees and Governors of the Poor, all‘ the
material Regulations concerning the POOR of this NATION might
then be reduced into ONE LAW, AN
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AN ACCOUNT of the Number of CHILDREN
received into the FOUNDLING - HOSPITAL,

Extracted from The Gazetteer and London Daily Advertifer for Thurfday 1z2th Ot 1758,

From the 25th of March 1743, to the 31/t of December 1754, the
Number of CHILDREN received into this HOSPITAL, is
SIX THOUSAND Ercur Hunprep and Ninety-four.
Of which have been claimed and returned to their Parents, on proper
Security given for their Maintenance and Education . . ., . . 21
Of the Boys apprenticed to Sea-Service, to Hufbandry, and One
placed and affigned to Mr Richard Shrapnel, Executor of Lewin
Cholmley, Efq; to be brought up, educated, and provided for,
according to the Wil of Teftator . . .. ... ... ...... 62
Of the Girls apprenticed in {mall Families

............ 43
Alive in the Country . . .. ............ .. 3611
— in the Hofpital . ... .............. 316
—— in the Hofpital at Ackworth [ in Yorkfbire} . . . 20

s 4 3,947

Have died in Fown and Country to the 31/ of December 1757 . . 2,821

' 6,894

N.B. Of thefe Children, FIVE THOUSAND Fiv: HuNprRED
and Fen have been received fince the Firft of Yune 1756.

This Account fhews that my Obfervations concerning the Foundling- Hofpital
are unhappily too well founded; for it hereby appears, that the Authoritative

Encouragement and Public Support, given and granted for the faid Hofpital,

have, in Nineteen Months ON LY, increafed the Nuntber of Foundling Children
to THIRTY - SEVEN Times AS MANY as were admitted into that
Hofpital ‘in the like Number of Months, when the fame was confined to
private Subfcriptions, Donations and Legacies; and ALL THIS, in SO
SHORT A TIME, when the AWE or RELIGION, the SENSE
of SHAME, and NATURE’s STRONGEST TIES, had not
eftablifhed Cuftom and Example to COMBAT WITH. ' '

There have been no lefs than FIVE THOUSAND Children deferted
and made Foundlings by their Parents, exclufive of a greater Number of fuch

Children than there is any Reafon for thinking would have been deftroyed or

deferted in the like Interval of Time, if there had not been Foundling-
Hofpital ; which is a fad Proof, that the before-mentioned Authoritative
Encouragement and Public Support are thought by common People to be a
Juftification for their having Children out of Wedlock, and for the Married
among them, to be {o unnaturally wicked and cruel as to efers and baftardize
thets Children, ' |
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TWO or THREE THOUSAND young Women have probably
been SEDUCED by the aforefaid Means ; and, Who can reftore their
Peace of Mind ? = Whio will employ them fo that they may get an boneft
Livelibocd 2 — What Foundation is there to think that Nine in Ten of thofe
unhappy Women will not fall VICTIMS to Difeafe or Fufice ? wmmmmm And,
‘What Reafon is there then: to expett that lewlefi Population will not
caufe A RAPID DECREASE in the Number of People ?

Such are the Firft Fruits of a well-intended, but unhappily mifguided
Charity 3 and yet thefe are fcarcely Half of what probably have been
produced fince December 1757, or will be produced before September 1754,

which is the earlieft Stop that, 7z Compa/fion to the Wretched, can be put to this
mifplaced- Humanity ; even fuppofing it fhould be thouorht expedient to
fet forth in a folemn Ptroclamation, the Motives for. fupportmor the faid
Hofpital, &c. &c.: fo that the whole pecuniary Expence to the PUBLIC
of making this unhappy Expemment is not likely to be much lefs than
ONE MILLION or POUNDS Sterling ; and as to the Lofs of Repumzzo;z
to SOME THOUSANDS of young Women, the little Good there is to be
expefted from their deferted Offspring, &c. 1 fhall leave every Reader to
weigh thofe Matters in his own Breaft; for I have faid enough to thew that
Guilt, Difeafe, Depopulation, and Wiretchednefs, are the beft Confequences
which can be expected from continuing to encourage a Manner of Life that
is utterly repugnant To RELIGION anp 1o NATURE.,
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ADVERTISEMENT

Tn April laft T publithed a Propofal for laying an additional Duty of 7z
Shillings per 112/b. upon SUGAR, in lieu of the then propofed Increafe of
Duty upon HOUSES axp WINDOWS that hath been {ince laid, as the
former feemed, in my humble Opinion, to be a lefs exceptionable Duty than
the latter; and upon farther Confideration, I find many Reafons for thinking
that the extraordinary Supplies for the Year 1759 may be Raifed by an
additional Dury upon SUG AR, without diftrefling the Britih SUGAR

_COLONIES, or makmo SUGAR dearer in Gr mt Britain than it hath
“been of late Years.

For which Reafons, I mtend foon to publifh a Propofal for that Purpofe,
and to infert therein fuch Facts relating to the African, North American, and
Sugar-Colony TR ADES, as will enable Gentlemen to form a Judgment of

the Reafonablenefs of laymrr an additional Duty upon Sugar as aforefaid,
and of the Expediency of taking fome other Meafures to enccurage and
extend the SUuAR ThADL oF GREAT BR ]TAIN

WESTMINSTER : ‘
i b
soth October 1753, L 7. Maffie.
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The Following

T R A C T S

Were Written,

By ¥ M A4SSIE.

1. AN Effay on the Governing Caufes of the Natural Rate of INTEREST;
wherein the Sentiments of Sir #7illiam Petty and Mr Locke, on that
Head, are confidered. Price Is.

2. Obfervations upon Mr Fauguier’s Essavy on Ways and Means for raifing
Money to fupport the prefent War without increafing the Pusric DesTs.
To which is added, An Account of feveral National Advantages derived
from the Nobility and Gentry of the prefent Age living in London a greater
Part of the Year than their Anceftors ufed to do. Price 1.

3. Calculations of the Prefent TAXES paid by a Family of each Rawk,
Decree or Crass, for One Year. Price 1s.

e . - 4 A LETTER to Bgurcbier Clecve, Efqs concerning his Calculations

' . . of TAXES. Price 1. :

i . : o o - ‘ 5. The PROPOSAL, commonly called Sir Matthew Decker’s Scheme, for

’ / one General T ax upon Houfes, laid open; and fhewed to be a deep con-

, ‘ certed Project to traduce the Wifdom of the Legiflature ; difquiet the Minds

e - ‘ ‘ _ : of the People; and ruin the Trade and Manufacturies of Great Britain. Moft

B humbly fubmitted to the Confideration of Parliament. Price 15. 64.

1 6. Confiderations on the LEATHER TRADE of GREAT BRITAIN.
Containing, an Account of the Loffes which the Landed as well as Trading
InrerEsTs fuffer by the Exportation of unmanufactured Britisu LEATHER.
And an Eftimate of the Profizs which would arife to the Nobility, Gentry,
Frecholders, Farmers, and Graziers, of this Kingdom, if the Exportation of
fuch Leather was probibited. 'The Whole being founded upon the former
Policy of England in regard to LLEATHER, as is fhewn by Extraéts from feveral
Laws; and ftated in {o plain’ a Manner, that Frecbolders, Farmers, &ec.
who are deeply interefted in this Branch of Trade, will be able to find out,
whether what is faid concerning it, be true or falfe. Price 1.

2 v : , 7. Ways
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TRACTS written by J. Massiz.

Ways and Means for Raifing the Extraordinary Supplies to carry on the
WAR for Sevex Years, if it fhould continue fo long; without doing
any Prejudice to the Manufaifwries or Trade of GREAF BRIT A4IN:
Alfo an Account of the ancient and prefent Srates of the moft confiderable
Branches of Manufaitury and Trade belonging to thefe Kingdoms. Extradted
from ‘the Commercial Writings of various Authors, and digefted in Order
of Time. Part I  Price 15 64.

¢ This Treatife is written as well to thew, that the Trade and ManufaiZuries
“ of Great Britain are upon the Increafe, as that the Extraordinary Supplies
« for Seven Years W AR may be Raifed without doing any Prejudice to
¢ that Trade, or to thofe Manufaturies; and with an Intention to remove
¢ a great deal of ill-grounded ¥Ineafinefs, cancerning our Zxadz, and Ability
¢ to maintain War, which it is apprehended hath been raifed in the Minds
< of many worthy Petfons, by fome late Writers upon the Trade and Taxes
<< of this Kingdom., The Second Part will contain the Remainder of
« the Account of our principal Branches of Trade and Manufacturies, as
« alfo-a Table for aflefling the propofed T AX, and many other Matters
¢. relative thereto,.—The Price of it will not exceed 15, 64, '

A Propofal for making a SAVING to the PUBLIC of many. Thoufand
Pounds a Year in the Charge of Maintaining His MasesTy’s Marine Forees,
and for the better Regnlation of Them. To which are annexed, Erenr
Half-Sheet ¥ ABLES, containing, Diftributions of Marine- Pay in all its
Branches ; Accounts of the Charge of Maintaining Marine Fowces, aceording
to the different Eftablithments in the laft War 5 and an EsTABLISHMENT,
moft humbly propofed for His Majestv’s Marine Forces, with Obfer-
vations and Explanations relative therero. Moft humbly fubmitted to the
Confideration of ParLiaMENT.  Price 25, 64, -~ - . ‘

). Reafons humbly offered againft laying any farther Brrtrsn Duriss on

WROUGHT SILKS of the Manufadture of lzaly, the Kingdom of
Naples and Sicily, or Holland : Shewing the probable ill Confequences of fuch
a Mealure in regard to the Landed Intereft, Woollen Manufactaries, Silk
Manufacturies, Fitheries, Wealth, and Naval Power of Grear Britain, Pr. 64.
ro. Fatts which fhew the Neceffity of Eftablithing a Regular Metfiod for the
punctual, frequent, and certain PAYMENT of SEAMEN Employed
in the ROYAL NAVY; o which are prefixed, Obfervations concerning
the TAX upon HOUSES and WINDOWS, &c. Price 6d.
 Any of thefe Traéts may be had. of Thomas Payne, Bookfeller, in Caftle-
Street, Charing-Crofs s W. Shropfire in New Bond-Street 5 W Owen at
Temple-Bar 3 and C. Henderfon at the Royal-Exchange ; excepting The Effay
on the Governing Canfes of the Natural Rate of Intereft, and The Caleulations of
Taxes, &c. all which are difpefed of ; but'a Second Edition of the latter
will be publithed when I have Ecifure to revife them and to. make 4 Table of .
Rates of the principal Taxes of this Kingdom, a Number of which wil] be
printed feparately for thofe Gentlemen or other Perfons who have bought
the Firft Edition of the faid Calculations.

Of which Bookfellers may be bad,
OR D E RS- appointed to be obferved: (in the Reigns of Queen Elizabeh,
King Fames 1. and King Charles 1. for Preventing and Remedying Dear-
nefs of Corn and Victuals, Reprinted from an old Edition,  Price 6d.
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