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PREFACE.

N ANY e e teer
| made to make one law, which,

might effectually relieve and employ
the poor, and punith rogues and vaga-
bonds, which have all” proved inef-
feGtual; - T e
_ 1. Becaufe too particular in the qua-
lifications of the governors of work- -
houfes, &c. Thofe particulars ought (with
fubmiffion) to be left to the diferetion
of thofe who choof them, the quaiis.
cations which would fit perfons for that

‘office, in one county, would not fit them

for that office in another, and far lefs
through the whole kingdom : a law or-

- diftricts, and governors to be chofen at
- a'time certain, and _if not done, to be

iable to a penalty, is what is cffentially

or three, make a diftic, or whethos ey
; 5 oS diftrict

- ncceffary 3 but whether one parifh, two,




ii PREFACE.

diftri® be made of confent, or by the
therift’s authority ; Whethel the gover-
nors have landed eftatesor no, &c. are not
effential, but only fubje&s of unnecef-
fary debate, and the occafion of lofing
many good laws Wthh nght Othfi’l-
Wlfe be ena&ed : B
“2. Too much v was tluf'ced to the Juf
thCS ‘of the” peace, who' bemg gentle-
inen of fortunés, living ‘at ‘a“diftance
from one another, and many of them

_ilnacquamted with' the method of ha-

naging poor people, it could not be ex-
| pe&ed that the law ‘would be put in
éxecution by them alone; but if the
managers of ‘each diftri&, who are 4t
hand, - had been vefted Wlth the powets’
Cof the juftices of the peace, within their

own dlﬁné’cs, in things relative only to
the poor, the apprehendmg and comt®
mlttmg robbers, &c.: many good effedts’
“would have foﬂowed ‘without 1nfrmg—-'
ing uPon ‘the rights df the juftices of
the peace, whofe authonty to do- all the'

| good for the poor they mchne to do, 1s* i

not m ‘the ledﬁ xmpaxred

e R ‘3.»11‘1._

treatment ;

PRE FA CE 111
- Inthe year 1752 it appeared, in

the houfe of commons, that the fum
paid for the poor in England was near

~ three mﬂhons, equal to a tax of fix,

thillings in the pound : if fo, is it not
furprifing that fuch a burden fhould
lie. {fo long without redrefs, and be paid

{fo long without producmg any advan~

tage in proportion to the fum paid, or
curing: idlenefs and - beggmg, the very:
thing deﬁgned to- be remedled by fuch
afevere tax ; but this may, in fome:

| meafure, be ‘accounted for, if it be. true;
that-in parhament many were {o. ex=

afperated at the laws in force, relatlve'
to poors. rates, that. they were of Opl-* "
nion all fhould be repealed «. “others

had ot fuch a poor opinion of their.

anceftors. as to think they deferved. fuch
~and., therefore,: not- bemg;
able to agree upon a_law which would.
pleafe both parties, the. tax continues;
and the difeafe. alfo as bad as before the
tax was, laid on. - - .
~But not to multlply caufes of forrnerl

xneﬁe&tlal apphcauons to parhament,

a 111
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in the following treatife the heads of
a bill are exhibited (with - great {ub-
miffion to additions, corretions, and
amendments) as free as potlible of any
thing that may give “occafion to de-

bate, having nothin g in view {o much

as reviving  induftry, - {upprefling idle-
nefls, beggars, and vagabonds, and de-
livering Britain from one half of the pre-
fent poors rate it now pays; and it may:
be hoped, in a little time, of two thirds
thereofs ‘and from the: tranfcript of laws:

now in force, and the heads of the: bill
to'be offered to patliament,. compared’
together, it will appear ‘that nothing:

eﬁa’rgeabié 'to the nation is new; except
the expence of’ building worklioufes,

and furnithing materials for work to the.
poor';  and; reckoning one parith with:
another, this will ‘noti exceed two hup—.
dred>pounds, and not be o' much where:

IWO 01' 'thirre.@' _ ’a."re:‘ ‘COHj ome d: e

* And though this, no:doubt, by ma-

-~ ny may‘be’ tho'ughtv a great fum,: yet if
it leflen  the prefent tax: in a-year or

~two, one half; or one ‘third, as'is evi-
S S | dent

‘dent from examples in: the {ubfequent

treatife already experienced, then it

may juftly be faid to be well laid cut;

and that it is the real interef} of every
diftri& to pawn their whole credit, and:
borrow the money, rather than con-
tinue without a workhoufe. Ry

~Asto the way of executing the law
by perfons to be named by his majefty,

it will be fufficient to obferve, that no |

laws are fo pun@ually executed . as the
laws of cuftoms and excife ; and for no
other reafon, but becaufe fo- many per-
fons as commiflioners, fupervifors; and
general {upervifors are appointed. for

that purpofe: and in many cafes it
. would be: of great ufe to appoint. one
to fee the'law put in execution ; and

as: no law can be of greater confe-
quence than ‘that under - confideration,
the execution of it cannot: be too care-
fully attended to. = SOE IO
- IniScotland it. may with fome colour
be:objected that they arefree, that they
neverpaid any poors rates; and therefore
want no fuch:law. - .
| - az - To
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‘T'o 'which it is anfwered, they were
“never paid in the way the law dire@s,
and few or no parifhes are free of beg-
gars 3 and the capital, even where there
15 a poor- houfe, is infefted with them
. every day, and no place in Scotland fo
much infefted asits fuburbs, :
- But this is not all : there is not a
parifh in Scotland but now pays to the
begging poor, - double of ‘what they

~would pay if there were workhoufes,

and no beggars ; and the farmers near,
or within four miles of Edinburgh, pay
triple, and fome more.  If this is to
be free, it is (according to the proverb)
‘To be penny wife and pound foolith :
- befides, this freedom:depends upon the
indulgence, or rather negligence, of
every fheriff in Scotland, who is bound
under fevere penalties to put-the laws
in execution, to prevent begging, idle-
neﬁg, and vice, and to promote induftry,
virtue, and piety,  'Who would not

rather {fupport an induftrious perfon,

| 'underT want, than an idler ? Nothing
- but pride can prompt-any one to argue
TR ' for

PREFACE. - vii

- for7idlenefs, in oppofition to induftry ;
~and from hundreds of years experi-

ence, it is certain that idlenefs and
begging, with all their train, muft

. continue in Britain for ever, if work-
houfes and materials for work are not
~ furnithed in every parifh or diftri&.

~ Here, in point of gratitude, I muft
-acknowledge my obligations to thofe
‘worthy and ingenious gentlemen, Mr.
‘Fielding and Mr. Alcock, from whom
T have abridged fome of their thoughts ;

particularly the é.dvantages flowing from
{uch a law ; and would have follow-
ed them more, had not their plans been

~more calculatedfor great and opulent ci-

ties, than for the whole nation: of which
it will- be needlefs to- fay more, as their
‘writings cannot but be well known to
all Britain, whofe public {pirit ahd love
to the poor fhines in their works ; and

it is to be withed and hoped that

many, who have, without confidera-
tion; fupported ‘an idle race of poor
‘people, will  now turn their thoughts
‘to provide workhoufes, and materials for

| " work 3




PREFACE.

work 3 that for the future they may
have the pleafure, at much lefs cx.
pence, to fupport an induftrious race
of poor people; and by fo doing pro-

viii

cur¢ a blelling upon the nation, and |

on their own particular families. ~ And
~ this will in all probability tend much

‘to reform the morals of thofe poor
idle creatures, who. at prefent are the

moft vicious and wicked of all man-~

kind.  Which reformation reaching
the cyes and cars of our clergy, it is
- hoped they will do their part to, re-
form the higheft ranks of men ; and as
{oon as this is done, there is good reafon

to expect a general reformation meet- |

ing in the center. The confequence
of which would be a joyful revival of
thofe almoft obfolete laws of the, great
King of Kings, whichi when, duly, ob-
ferved, then may our legiflators and
rulers expect a fincere: obedience to
their laws, and’ not tilli then ; and. if
any. doubt. the truth of this, let them
confult their bithops and teachers,. whoe
el i can

| PREFACE  ix
can demonflrate it as evidently as any
propofition in Euclid. o
‘"The author gives him{elf no trouble
about criticifins, as this piece is defigned
for the good of the nation, and in parti-

cular for the poor: the ‘more any thing

that is wrong is expofed, the more
pleafure he will have, being very fen-

| fible of his own defe@s both in j'udg;-

ment and language : the laft is fuch
as he learned fifty years ago, and as
nothing but fuch a caufe could have
forced him to commence author in
the decline of life, he has neither
{kill nor patience to examine it ac-
cording to the nice rulés of criticifim

~ and therefore, fuch as it is, the public

1s welcome to it, and he is only forry
for their fakes that it is not better,




relating to the PooRr.

N an H E vaft number of Beggars in general,
. i but efpecially of thofe who are able to
: - work, not only for themfelves, but for the
-benefit of the public, has been, and is at prefent, the

Coﬁﬁder’ationé and Prbf)bfa}si )

juft complaint-of Great Britain. The Origo Mali -

s the queftion. - -~
- - Can a-wife nation complain of numbers of people
abletowork ? Thatis impoflible; becaufe it is agreed
upon all hands; that the ftrength and riches of a na-
tion confifts in their numbers: numbers rightly em-

ployed are the blefling, but numbers idle and un- -

employed are the bane and peft of‘a people. * .
- What conclufion follows from thefe premifes?
Either that we have no-good laws, or that they are
not put in execution. ‘That we have many good
laws, will appear from a- following abridgment ;
and what is called a defed, is not fo much a defeé:
in the law, as in the execution ; an unwillingnefs
and flothin the people to do what is for the com-
mon goed. Overfeers in every parifh ‘were’ or-
dained to be chofen with power to rate the parifh,
for materials to put the poor towork. This implied
a power to hire houfes for them to work in ; but as,
{ufficient -penalties were not annexed, and no per-

fon appointed whofe proper bufinefs it ‘fhould be

to fee the laws put in execution, the difeafe ¢on-

tinyes, and the proper remedy has not been applied.

The
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The more the laws are confidered, the lefs de-
fective will they appear; and it muft be confefled,
to the reproach of the nation, that the not exe.,
cuting the laws for reprefling begging and idlenefs,
(the only profitable part), and an inhuman keen-
nefs in executi ng what related to the fertlements, of
the poor, is the true caufe of the prefent public
mifery complained of. - T EPREET

‘To trace the caufe of this- inadlivity on the

~one part, and this keennefs and activity on the

other, will be no difficult tafk.. No parifh provided
materials for work, or a houfe to. work in.  To
fuch a. parith, the appearance of a poor man,
even able and willing to work, was, if fuffered
to remain, no other than that of a thief or a pick-
pocket 3 whereas if there had been a workhoufe,
he would have added fo much riches to-the parith,
Hence arofe the barbarity of whipping a poor man
becaufe he was poor, and a man for being idle when
he could find no work, o S '
T'o remedy thefe evils is the bufinefs of the legif=
lature, Itis well known to the whole kingdom,
that his majefty never refufed the royal aflent to
any.good law propofed ; and it is not doubted but.
the miniftry will: join ‘unanimoufly in. ma_king a
law fo much calculated for the prefent and future
goad of the nation, | S R
. With relation to the poor, the nation may be con-
fidered as the parent, they as children ; whence flow
the duties of commanding and obeying, providing
work, and executing it, &c. And as the nation
has a power to compel the poor to work, fo the
poor have a right to demand work ; and every pa-
rifh, with regard to thejr poor, may be confidered
. Hpmanity- ‘teacheth - a]l ranks to pity the poor. ;.
and every one, whole heart is not of ffone, will cono,
5 L " tribute
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ttibute his mite to relieve them : and it is the pub-
lic intereft to enact not only good laws, but fuch as
may with the leaft difficulty be put in éxecution ;
becaufe an indifferent law, which can be ecalily exe-
cuted, is preferable to a better law; which is accom=
panied with many difficulties in the execution.

. But to proceed with fome method in a' matter of
fo great importance, it will be neceffary to confider;
1. What perfons by law come under the name
of poor. SR -

*- 1 In what place; and in what manner they are
to be employed and-maintained;, ~ - -
- III. From what funds the neceflary expence fhould
~ IV.'Who are the perfons that have 4 natural right
to govern- the poor, and in what manner proper
governors thould be chofen. ~ + -~ © &
- V.-What powers thefe governors ought to have,
and - what authority over the poor’; in’what café
they are to apply to the civil power, dnd to whom.
VI How far the laws aré fiow in force, ot defi-
cient, with refpect to the premifes ; none of which
are to be repealed. L T e
- VIL: The good effects of employing the poor,
more efpecially if tnade to take effeét every wheré

- atthefame time, -

- VIIL “The heads of the law to be ended, with
thereafons in fupport of each head: fo which'maybe
added an appendix; containing fome things which
miay be'of ufe for the governors of every workhouife:
-L.To return to the firft: the poor helplefs infant,
the aged; ‘the infirm and- impotent, will eafily be-
admitted to be proper objedis of charity 5 but fome
may ‘doubt if poor. people:who have no other fup'-

- port but their labour, who are able and willing to

werk, but ¢an find no work, are fuch: yet thefe, if
duly confidered; will, with fubmifiion, be foundvery
- : : B2 great
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great objects -of Chafity ; becaufe if they can find

no work, they muft ftarve, beg, fteal, or rob; all
which are contrary to the . public good. . And tho’

idlers are bound to work, yet it would be moft un~

reafonable to- punith a man for not working, who

was willing towork, but could find no employment,

- From which:it follows that he comes under -the
law, and is a very proper obje of charity; and it will
be the fault of the parifh if fuch a perfon is not ra-
ther an advantage than a lofs : the word poor is
general and comprehenfive, and cannot ‘be reftrict-
ed but where the law reftriéts it. :

AL The poor are to be employed in a workhoufe

to be hired, or built, in the moft proper place for air,
+ water, &c.. as. the governors. thall .direct 3 and the
work they are to be employ’d in Thould be thatwhich-
is belt known, and what the poor-are beft fkilled in,

or what, may be moft ‘profitable, of which the ‘go-

vernors muft be the beft judges.  And the'work-
“houfe onght to have in it, or near it, ong, two, or-
three ftrong rooms for a houfe: of correttion, and-as

many for" an. hofpital for the fick, according to the,- ‘

numbers to be lodged. - RPN AT ERT
. 11 To pave: the way for anfwering the third, it

- will be neceflary to obferve, that the great articles.
of extraordinary expence will only. be for the firft

which may be done at a fmal] expence, if the beds.
and cloaths of thofe brought in be carefully look’d
after, and the provifion of materials is made quar-

terly, as needed ; fuch. as:wool and. flax,.for that

time, &c. the ordinary expence will - be the yearly
fuftenance of the. poor; and: fervants neceffary toin-
ftruct and; overfee them, to. buy provifions, cook

them, &c, . 0 T T \

-+ All which muft be raifed as the law permits in

the diftrict where the workhoufe. is, which may be

year; fuchas hiring or building the workhoufe, &c.

L)
byavoluntary charity,a way pointed out by the pracs
' tice of the primitive Chriftians : and if a-parifh were:
[ wife ‘enough to make this way effeCtual, it WO'L!-ld"
 fave a great deal of -trouble and expence in ]gymg
on, and colle¢ting the tax for the poor; and if the
landed gentlemen would butconfidery that thg great
burden, in- cafe of a tax, muft fall upon them e}nd-
their . tenants, they would be ative in procuring
fubfcriptions, benefactions, legacies, and collecti-
-ons for their poor. - But if ‘thefe fail; the parifk

if the parith fail'in this, the fheriff muit levy the
fine impofed.by law.... . . T e

Here it may be obferved, 1. that it is the intereft
of the nation, that no idle people, who cannot main-

they be obliged to work. - = -

not only to work for their fuftenance and cloathing;'
but:would bring. gain to any parifh- who fhioculd fur-:
nifh them with work. Suppofe oné: fuch perfon, and
if work were furnifhed, that he gains four-pence iper

rifh. gains abouit thirty fhillings flerling: yearly,and

man. beg, theiparifh will lofe ‘the above thirty thil-
lings, and the nation .the above 4/ 1os.’ and the

the nation, and:1 Z.105. to the parifh, in all 10/ 10s:
for he: gains 6.1 without any: coft; becaufe his work:
can be fold:for that; but when idle the 67 is loft,

- and. the ‘maintenance of an idle man-is 44 10%.

lofs to, the nation j if fo, can any: expence be too’
be bétter beftowed 2. For -~ = e

The law fuppofes, that where there are fufficient:
charities, there is ne obligation upon a parifh §<>f rie{tx

e

muft tax itfelf, {o asto put a ftop to begging 3 and’

tain themfelves; be allowed to remain i‘dle,‘bgt‘thaf -

3. 'That one half of the begging poor are able;
d'aly,' and can be maintained for three-pence; the pa- -

the. nation: by his work about 4/, 1o : or-let this-

fame fum by maintaining him idle, which is-g % to'

great to curesthe difeafe of idlenefs, or can c'ﬁair_i;y: :




itfelf ¢ the law is only fubfidiary to ill-tinied defise.

“tive charity, and to foree open the purfes of the tranfcript of the laws now in force both

cruel and hard-hearted rich ; and though charity is § and Scotland,

not to be forced, yet the turnifhing work to thofs ]

who cannot find work; and to prevent begging and | grants, Strollers, and fufpicious Perfons, The firt
is Anno 1349. 24 Edw. III, cap. 4. prohibiting all .
perfons to give any thing toa beggar that is able to
- labour, Richard II. Henry VI, Henry VIII, and
Edward VI. made many fevere laws againft them,
Y| holding idle perfons, refufing wages to work, as
i 10ty Fany. pariih s b _ .+ | vagabonds, and ordaining vagabonds to be made ;
arifing from a workhoufe, if rightly managed, will | flaves, which, as too fevere, were repealed, and
other punithments inflicted, |

idlenefs being national concerns, and the intereft of
every individual, every purfe may Jjuitly be forced
open, which does not open of its own accord,

_The expences in providing heufes' and work the
firft year will be greateft : but this need not, na
ought not, to deter any parith 3 becaufe the profits

contribute

greatly every year. after to. their fuftes
mance. .. - .o T AT

IV Thé anfiwer to the fourth is, that all who con |

tribute have a natural right to managey but to avoid

- confulion, the proper perfons to choofe governors

are the whole land-owners and’ houfehoiders,. be-

" longing to the workhoufe, :who live within its di-
ftricts they may choofe twelve, fix, more or fewery | rith for providing a convenient ftock of flax, hemp, -
i ' wool, thread, iron, and other ware and ftuff to fet
the poor an work, who are able to work, and not
able to maintain themfelves; as alfo to rate the pa~-
1ifh for building - convenient habitations, and for
 providing the impotent poor. And 1in cafe of any
parifh in the hundred or county being unable to
provide ‘their poor, then the juftices of peace have
power to rate the hundred or county for its relief,
 &c. not abave fix-pence, nor under a halfpenny
 weekly, B | L

as1s convenient; the orie'hal,f’land-ownérs,. the othet
half houfeholders, to continue for two years; except
that after the firf year, one half may goout by bal«
lot, and as many new be chofen in their place, wha
are to continue for a fecond year, and thofe.who have

‘been in two-years, to:go. out ;. the minifters: of the:
parithes being conftant governors; without being

chofen. -~ . .7 -
- V. The anfwer to the fifthi

s, that the governors

in- nanie of the parith fhall have power to hire of

buiid workhoufes, to find materials: and:inftruments
for work, to put and keep. the poor at: work, to
maKe regulations for the houfe; (fpecimens of which
fhall be given in an appendix, out of'which-may be
picked what fhall be found moft ufeful) to choofe a
mafter and miftrefs, necefary fervants; &c. . '

e e TR A yI.The

i
i

7 |
VI, The beft anfwer to the fixthis, to give a fhort

L in England

\ In the former 7 .
"There are many good laws againft Beggars,; Va-

In the 5th of Eliz, cap. 3, relief is given to the

‘poor, but none permitted to beg openly ; and by

the 43d of Eliz. cap, 2. it is enacted, That. the

. churchwardens of every parifh, and four, three, or

 two houfeholders fhall be chofen and called overfeers
of the poor of the parith, with power to rate the pa,

In the time of * ]aimes I. houfes of correction

were ordered, and in  Charles the IId’s, the feflions

had power to provide ftock and oVerﬁ:ers'_to fet fpri'-. A

foners for felony on wark.

*7Jam L4 tigChadl g~
SR S And
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‘And in king William and queen Mary’s Treigns
fqrmer acts, with relation to * fettlements, were re.
vived and amended, by ordering a regifter for the
‘names of the poor. SR R
o thelkre_‘xg'p of - Georgel. the abufe of juftices
-}k Ppeace giving relief to poor perfons, without the
1jow}§dge'iof ‘any of the ‘patifh, is rectified, and
~poweris given to the'overfeers of every parifh to
, .,puycl-lafe or.h;‘re houfes; and when parifhes are fmall
;o ng two or more together, who may do the fame
for | odging tlle poor, dand ' may contra& for main-
‘taining them, and make their work contribute for
that purpofe. s s TR e Y

+ In' Scotland alfo many. g ood laws were 'm d
rth’e:famg ‘purpofe, frornthge reign of James I.e'lilelr::?
‘1624, to near the end of the reign of king Wil-
.;fx@}m,‘ anno 1698 5 the: fubftance of which is con-
tained in four -proclamations of his, afterwards ra:
tiffed by ’ \
abftract.. - - VI

‘1. That, in every parifh, the heretors (oi i
owner.s)_ minifters anc’liJ elders, (or laymen'i"g‘f/);oh:\?ifh
the minifters and deacons, alfo laymen, take caf'e of
the poor and concerns of ‘the parith) do meet- at
their -parifh-church the firft Tuefday of February
and Augult yearly, and there -make up leets of all
the -poor within their parifh, and caftup the quofa
of vrv!-*xat may entertain them, according to their re-
}ﬁi??twe fneeis ; }and to caft the faid qgota, the one

f upon the heretors, ' ‘
houfeholders of the 'pa‘riﬂ? ‘ IIEC,QE%IAGF‘}J:PQH tth

2. That they appoint two collectors yearly to ga-
ther the faid quota; or fum appeinted to fubfift the
poor, in the beginning of every week, month, or
quarter, as they fhall judge moft fit, and to di’[’cri..

* 2 &4,W.&M. cap. I1. T9 GI 7

bute

parliament, - of which what follows is an |

i
{
:
i
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fute the fame to the poor, according to their feve-

ral needs. ; T A

. That they appoint an officer to {ferve under
the faid colleGtors, and overfeers for colle&ting the
faid maintenance for the poor, and for expelling
vagabonds from the parifh 3 whofe fee or wages

muft be laid upon the parith as the maintenance

of the poor is laid on.

4. That they provide ho_u‘fes for the poor who

want them, at the expence of- the parifh, ‘in man~
ner as the above ‘maintenance is laid on. :
~ 5. That the heretors of vacant parifhes meet and
ftent them{elves for the maintainance of their re-
fpettive poor, and appoint the ingathering, uplift- -
ing, and applying the fame for the forefaid ufe, in
the fame manner a$ the heretors, minifters, and ¢l-
ders are appointed to do as abovefaids
6. That the magiftrates of all burghs-royal meet

and fent themfelves for the maintenance of their
refpeétive poor, in fuch-order as is ufed' on laying
on ftents, annaities, or other public burdens, in theit
refpective burghs, and as may be moft effectual to
reach all the inhabitants. = SN

n. That every parifh may maintain only its own

poor, all his majefty’s lieges, or every perfon in
every parifh, are commanded. and have power to
apprehend every beggar and carry-him to the prins
cipal heretor refiding in the parifh, and in burghs-
‘royal to one of the bailies, who are commanded to
fend fuch beggar to the parifh in which he was born
and if that is not kiiown to the parifh Where he re-
fided the three laft years, to be carried by two fenfible
men of the parifh to the neareft heretor of the next
parifh, witha note of the beggar’s name and pa=
rith where he was born; or if-not known, where he

NG

refided’ as above, which'is to be delivered to the

fiext heretor who receives him 5 and every heretor
Co ~ C . - who
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‘who  receives him is ro return a note granting the
receipt of fuch 3 beggar till he arrive i the parifh
where he was born or refided, L ‘
 8.That the 'half of al] colletions at the churches
of ‘every parifh, - znd the intereft of ‘mortifications,
without diminution of the ftock, be applied to the
ufe of the whole poor, = . |

9. That 'co'r‘r“eé“tioﬁ—h‘(mfcs‘ be built by the:mégin

rates of every hqadburghf@f every fhire, for re- -

ceiving fuch poor as fhall be fent; and that the pa-
tith fend with fuch beggar a-qdarter’s,payment, at
fwo-pence fleiling per day, for the frgt year; and
one penny per day’ for three years after, paying al-
ways a 'c}tlb;f;iéy"per“adV_anCe'.'f o epes e
. lo. Itany quettion arife’ about putting the law
in xecution, with felpect to the premifec the o
nifter and elders, with advice of the heretors of every
parifh, who will “ ineet and concur with them, have
full power to. detérmine .all"queftions which may
arife in’ relation to the ordering and difpofing of the
. poor, in fo far as 15 netordered above. . T
11, By'vi A&, P, 6. Jam. 6. the overfeers, and
by K. WilL the " heretors  of every parifh have
- Power to pur the poor to work 3 and if they refufe,
- to{courge them §'if they refufe a fecond time, they
~are to bcgtréaféd’as'ivagabonds'. Lo
C12. Minifters and ' heretors are’ r'eqtiii:(?fd*'_to in-

form the fheritf, 'if any parifh or perfon be deficient,
Whp{ha'll"ff‘irire in double ‘t}-*.-év.de‘ﬁjcien"cy_. L
. I3. The fheiilf of each county is ordained to put
the above in fe};et:ution,':' as alfo the j uftice of the

peace,

The penalty, in cale of difobedience of the firft
fix ‘fe¢ fons,"is 1671, g 3:s. 4d. “upon .every parifh
every month. " - 7o J B
. The penaly of difobey ing the feventh, is 1.5,8.d,
upon every oiie who gives alms to.a ftranger or beg-
NS R i st car,

[ 1 ] | e

L o 1him{oties uoties):UpOﬂ
gar, anddoesnotapprehend f.(L- Al to parifh;
the heretors not tranfporting from parif rv fenfible
js 1l 1'3 s. 4 d. (toties quoties): upon every lenlr. !
man difobeying, 2'8. 2 d—3~ e e
~Th’e'anth'Y of difobeying the ninth,is 27 L 15

ry er, till corre@ion-houfes are pro-
6d. z every quarter, till corre&tion-hou p

~ wvided; and of the thirteenth, is 27 L. 15;8,_ 6 d 2 up-

on every fheriff Who"nféglcéﬁts_‘ to give an 'ggcozlillta(;f
his diligence to the lords of  the ,pnyy{: cq}g%cs &
tet the firft of Dec'em;b_‘et‘,_' 1"69*8 3 andgo, 8 o n t-"o\i." |
Weeldyﬂ thereafter, hu’nt"xl' ‘fzh‘ey rei:{rn an acco rit of
ir diligénce to the tivy-council. . 0
’thefl*frgtltl: “the” above fb_r‘ifdggme'nt‘i it is 'evgdeﬂt: tl‘lé‘lt
our anceftors had it greatly at heart mb tal : iilalle e
of the poor, and ‘prevent beggxgg ancll Emcbéﬁ‘ar 3
but never craéted  what ‘W‘as‘.abfolu_t:c] y .fr_irc:‘wm‘%;
to 'pi?'ovidc'] W‘brkho‘ufes an’d" materia Sf 'Or‘v}hofé )
over all at-once, an"d:;o_g’ppon_at f)_n?.P(‘f{ O']ll]i hofe.
only bufinefs it fhould be to fee the whole put in
Xecution, - _ G
) Since the gth of Geo. I. cap.7. the glar}i“vlvzrslis
houfes built in England fhew, that ﬁﬁlg-‘_fa w88 13
propofed would ‘make the benefits arifing here-
from univerfal, not only by leffening the ppg} 'sll*éckj'
but principally by encouraging 1ndﬁurﬂvry', igna‘ 1(: l;oufe‘
ing robbers and pilferers, by ha‘x_fm‘gﬂa mai Joule.
of corretion in every WOrkbOUIC;Of t.h’_e county to,
receive themi,‘w,ith*l‘ittk:; trouble or ,expe'g{;e.vﬁ .
fThJé‘abdv'e[la’w has 'd‘o‘ne; 'm.uch: gqqd,‘- ~'u’t"'is-j'{e _
im'p'e”rfe& 5 and as thc; iexccu_t}on.‘cj)vaallaw }i.’t‘gt lthé'
fo the reverfe is its death ;”thgr}eforel, to pllgx 'enW"IJ
death of the many good laws enacted by ';qu s ;erl
liam, he and his parliament in -Sc»(:)tl.a’n’ffiw %é‘;et}g A
o b y-coudl ‘t.Ohgl'?}r_lt__' Ctoomf?gi ?hn fiid Igfwsi v
sl i wit power 1t the fai laws:
e cution ;. a0d 1 articﬁlar’ly’:cq caufe'the perfons -
it Rl C2 " 7 theréin
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therein entrufted, to do and perform their parts
as they are thereby enjoined, _
“VII, In anfwer to the feventh, the good effeéts of

keeping gll the poorat work, wauld leffen the num-

ber of" idle people, who would rather chufe to work
for themfelves unconfined, than confined in a work-:
houfe for others, e IR

- Of confequence care, {abour, and induftry would
increafe in the nation: hencea diminution of. poor,
and ingreafe of labour, would produce 3 diminution

of paors rates in every parith. Such workhoufes

would fupprefsa great number of ftrollers, vagrants,
loiterers, -idlers, and fturdy beggars, when they
fhould find, that in every parith they would be
taken up and put to hard Jabour; and that the pa-

rith.was'by law obliged to do it under a penalty,
- and without expence, or application ta conftables
- or juftices of the peace, every one of his majefty’s

 lieges being authorifed to apprehend them, and

the governors of every workhoufe to commit them
to hard labour, . L ‘

And this would ho_t 'oﬁly befaki}ndx_ﬂefs_;td the

nation, but to the idlers themfelves ; it would in a
great meafure fupprefs robberies and thieving, oc-

¢afioned moftly by idlenefs, and fave their necks

from the gallows, . 2,
Where people cannot find work, they are under.

"2 neceflity of being idle, of flarving, begging,

ar robbing. : But if work is found for them, in-

ftead of preying upon other mens lives, labours,
and properties, they would earn their own bread,
and the benefit of their labour to the public would
make them ufeful members of fociety 5 and a raw;
unexperienced thief, or robber,would fhun the dan-

ger of being brought to a college of thieves and. -

tobbers, huddled up in a common goal, and be-.
coming more hardened than his' teachers,

And
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And as fuch a regulation would fupprefs a great
number of the prefent vagrants; {o it would leflen
the future growth and produce of them, by training
up all poor children in every parifh atonce to ‘earl}:
induftry, honefty, and virtue ; from the neglect of
svhich {uch numbers of felons are ‘ygarly put to
death.. = LI o
- Such workhoufes would prove a national bleflfj
fing ; they would eafe the expences of the rich,
provide, fully for the neceffities of the poor, and
give work to all idle people. -~~~ -~ ¢
~"Since the law of the gth of Geo. L. ‘for én~
couraging the conjoining of parithes, “and the

“erelting of workhoufes, many have been built, the

poor rates much leflened, and the debts contracted
for building or hireing houfes, or for furnithing
materials  foi work, all paid; - {ome rates are
leffened one fourth, one third, one half, fome two
thirds ; in Bithop{gate Street, Loondon, one half 3 in
Luton in Bedfordthire, from 667/. to 209/ in
Chelmsford in Effex, from four or five to one

~ thiling, &c. Thefe happened before 1733."

. The good effects of workhoufes in Edinburgh,
Glafgow, Dalkeith, Muflleburgh, &c. are felt'in’

~ Scotland, and it is hoped will foon be univerfal. ="

* But, alas! at prefent the far greater part of all
ranks feem to be ina lethargy, and wholly wraptup-
in their pleafures or private gain, thewing little or
‘no concern for the public or pofterity, not confider-

~ing that the fafety of their liberties facred and civil,:

and of their properties, confifts in the public fafe,t}{-‘,,
that they go hand in hand, and that the public
good ought to be preferred to all private intereft.

. If thefe are undeniable truths, and it is certain

“that the poar and their children can contribute

nothing to the public good but their labour ; it

nifh

evidently follows, that the public is bound to fur-.

By
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nifh materials, to provide worlk for thems and'if
the clergy and fheriffs of each -county were butg
altive in this, they, with the law and public good
upon their fide, would foon be an overmatch for all
who thould oppofe them 5 then would workhouifes
be hired or built ,in every parith, or diftri@ of the
county, and virtue, induftry, and religion encreafe
every where, Behold not then, with an '-‘unconcerned
eye, idlenefs and its never-failing companion: vice,
the ruin; induftry and virtue the fupport of every
nation, The more numerous the. induftrious poor
are, {0 much the better, becaufe the riches. of a
nation confifts in, and. is in proportion to the
numberand induftry of its inhabitants; and its po-

verty confifts in, and is in proportion to the nums
Ity propor ? S

ber and idlenefs of it§ people. = ' - . s R
- Idlers -are the canker-worms of the ftate 3 the
induftrious the bees who . make the honey : away
then with . all ‘the drones, who only wafte ity
Procul; O procul efte profami ! .. T 7
- VIIIL. The laft thing to be confidered js an applica-
tion for alaw for the better fupport of induftry, and
for providing workhoufes, materials, -and work, for
the: poor in -every parith, or diftrit of conjoined'

parithes ; and for {fupprefling and apprehending all.

robbers, thieves, beggars, vagrants,. {ufpicious-and
idle perfons, who have not wherewith to {uftain’
themfelves. .- 0 T R

.- The law to be ena&ed may éonﬁﬁ of the fél!dws g

ing, or fuch other heads as may. be thought ‘moft.
proper. . RREHA L gl :

1. “That each county in Great-Britain be laid out.

into as manydiftriéts by the fheriff, his deputiesorfub. -

ftitutes, as he thall judge neceffary, without prejudice

to the liberty of any fingle parith to build a work-
houfe for itfelf , and for two or 'more,.neighbquring‘:
Pparifthes to join themfelves into one diftri@, for.

building

[ w7
building omc"wox‘khoufejo’intly s and if any parifh
or parifhes be left out and not taken into fome one
diftrict of the county, upon application to the
theriff; he is hereby im powered and required either
to join fuch parith or parithes to the diftrict. or
parifh he thinks molt proper, or to conjoin them
in one or more diftriéts by themfelves, by an. order
fubfcribed- by him ; ~which parith. or diftri@ is
obliged to receive the parifh orparithes fo ordéred
to be conjoinedy under the penalty of 50 /.. monthly, -
till the order s complied with, againft which there
is to lye no appeal ; -and (after publication of this
altinthe London Gazétte in all its clavfes; and from

. the London Gazette in every other news-paper in

Great—Britain,-.g which is hereby ordained: to be

 done by the publifher of the London Gazette . im-
- mediately upon pafling this aé, and by evéryother
. publither of every hews-paper the firft poft after the
. aforefaid Gazette can: reach them, under the pe-
' nalty of 50/ to be!levied by the fheriff of every
| county, within which any publither of NEws- papess
I),ivcs,};,evqry; parith within twenty days after {uch .
- publication is to fignify to the theriff of the county,
- whether they defire to be Joined in a diftri&, op

have a workhoufe in their own parifh; and.if the
parifhes. fail to give. notice, or -cannot agree . in’
cafting themfelves, into- diftricts, ‘then the theriff
within thirty days after publication thall meet at the
 head burgh of the county,: and there, or in-dny
 other burgh.of the county,- divide the county-into
| diftricts, confifting of one. or more parithes, as:he
fees proper, and ‘with power to..alter fuch divifion,
lEupon application, if found inconvenient ; - which

| divifion or alteration is. to.be final and without.ap-

peal 5 and the divifion of the county by the theriff

.10 be finithed in ten days aftct: the time appointed:
o - " for
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for his firft ine’eting at the head burgh, under tha

“penalty of 100/ every month till it be finithed..
" 2. “That each parifh or diftrict (hall, within fix-
months after publication as above, hire or build a

workhoufe fufficient for containing the poor within
the parifh or. diftrict, with one, two, or more rooms

in it; or: near it, for.a houfe of correttion, and one,
two, Or. more rooms in it, or near it, for an hofpital
for the fick, under the penalty ‘of 5ol and the like

fam  for .every month thereafter while the fame is

" not hifed or built, to be levied by thetheriff from

any one or more of the parith or diftrict, with power
to fuch. as pay to tax the parith or diftrict equally
with. themfelves for payment, to be¢ levied the fame

~ way-a parifh-tax is ordered to be Tevied. =
. -3..That each parifh or diftri¢t thall, within the
- above -fix - months, . provide fufficient provifions,

materials, and inftraments: for employing all their

refpective parithes or diftricts, under the penalty of
20 1. for the firft.offence of every _p_erfon ‘begging;

‘poor,. and in-particular thofe who'are willing to '
work and feek after it, fuch as the governors of |
* each workhoufe thall think moft proper, under the }
- penalty of 50/ and the like fum for every month
 thereafter till the fame are provided, to be levied as |
“above. o o b e D I |
~ 7 4.'That each parith- or diftri¢t fhall, after’the |
“above fix months, -{fuffer none to_beg within’ their

if ‘the perfon begging is not- immediately appre- |

~ hended:and maintained without begging and fet to
- work; -and 5 /.:more for every repeated offence of

the fame perfon:till. maintained and-fet to work, to

. be levied as above. .0

. 5. That. every. parifh.or diftrict; within- two
months-after publication as above,  fhall narhe: and

. choofe a certain nimber:of governors for managing

- the

i
i
[
i

! :
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the workhoufe within the parifth or diftri¢t, where
fuch workhoufe is, or thall be hired or built, (the
minifter or minifters of each parifh or diftrict be-
ing hereby declared conftant governors of the
workhoufe in their refpective parithes or diftricts)
under the penalty of 50/. to be levied as aboves as
alfo, if thought proper, to chufe a-certain number

- ¢f extraordinary governors of the higheft rank in

the parith or diftri&, to a& in conjunttion with
the other governors, as fhall be-agreed by the rules
to be approved by the fheriff : and. in cafe any
parifh or diftrict fhall neglect {fo to do, the fheriff
is hereby empowered and required to chufe fuch
governors within a month immediately after, un-
der the penalty of . 100/. every month till they are
chofen ; and the governors chofen by the parith,

- diftri&, or fheriff as above, are hercby empowered
and required to raife a {ufficient. fum in every

parith or diftriét, for the purpofes in this a&t con-
tained ; -and: to bring in and appropriate all the
efelts of the poor taken in for ‘the benefit of the
workhoufe ; which, if they die in the workhoulfe, are
to continue a part of its ftock, and their heirs or
executors to have no claim without paying for their.
paft maintenance and funeral charges. ‘

" 6. That the governors of ‘every fuch _WOr‘khboufe

~ are hereby declared a corporation in law, capabie' )
- of fueing and being fued, and of taking benefactions

of -all forts, lands excepted, for the poor; and to
make by-laws and rules to be approved of by the
theriff for their better government, - which, when
approved, are-to be ftrictly obferved till altered by
the governors and fheriff; to purchafe from one

~ to fifty acres of land to build houfes upon, with

power to chufe a mafter and miftrefs, a treafurer.
and all neceffary officers and fervants, to keep open
markets within: their limits for the fale of their
e T
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goods, and buying fuch as ‘may be brought there
for fale; and to apply the profits of all work for the
fupport of the workhoufe, and every -other thing
neceflary for the benefit of fuch houfe, with the
approbation of the theriff; and it is hereby ordained
that the prefent overfeers of the poor of every pa-
rifh, and their ‘fucceffors in office, be {ubjeét to,
and- obey the governors of every workhoufe, in
the parith or diftrié in which theylive, -~

7. That the rules and by-laws for the regulation
of workhoufes, the method for providing materials
and provifions,‘together with the accounts, lye open
to the iafpection of all who pay tax to the poor, with
power to {uch to give in propofals, rules, or amend~
ments, and to inform firft the governors of thefe,as
wellas of all' crimes and ‘mifmanagement ;"' and if

not beard and redrefled, to inform the theriff, who °

15 to judge of them, and his fentence to be final. . -
- 8. That the governors continue to ferve two
years, except the firft-fet, when the one halfare to go*
. outby ballot, and as many new to be chofen in their

“places ; and every year after, thofe who have ferved
LWO years are to go out, and as many are to- be
chofen-in their places ; and all governors chofen are

ereby obliged to accepr; and a& according to the:
rules.approved by the theriff, under the penalty of
50/, each for every year hé does not accept and aét,
9. That the governors have all the powers -of*

the juftices of  the peace; with regard to all crimes’ -

or mifdemeanors committed within their limits, by-
robbers, thieves, beggars, idle -and {ufpicious per-
fons 5 -and that all - his majefty’s ‘lieges have:
power and authority, as-they are hereby ordained
to apprehend, and bring béfore one or more:of the:
governors, allfuch- diforderly perfons; to be ‘by:
p‘hf:m' committed, who have not a . pafs from the:
minifter of the- parifh, the ‘fheriff; or- a"fjuf’cice of?

the -
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the peace of the county, where the perfon did or
«does now fojourn ; which pafles they are hereby re-
quired to give, with power to one or more of the
:governors to-examine the perfon or perfons brought
before him ; and without proof upon oath, by de-
«claration of the perfon bringing any fuch, of‘any of

' xhe'cxji}pg.of begging, robbin_’g,ﬁeali_r’ng, or bcingidl‘c
- -and fulpicious perfons, and -having no pafs, to com-

mit them to the workhoufe, or houfe of correction,
within his own limits ; and: to pay-toall who appre-
‘hend any criminal, one fhilling, if the diftance is
lefs than a miles and 'if -more, a‘thilling for ever

‘mile, .or as he fhall fee caufe, to fend them, if rob-
bers.or thieves, to the fheriff of the county, whois
hereby empowered to commit ‘them either to ‘the
county goal, or houfe of corretion and fuch as
are.committed to the houfe of corre&ion, for rob-
bing. or ftealing, or any.other crime, are to be com-
‘pelled.to work: for their own fuftenance, unto the
day they are to be tried at their own defire, or till
the judge who committed them think fit 1o try
them by the common courfe of law; and with power
to fend - them to the county goal for that purpofe,
if found necefTary. , : Lo

- 10." That rthe 'governors of every workhoufe
fhall be left at full liberty to raife ‘the neceffary
fupplies for maintaining their poot, for providing
materials for work, for hiring orbuilding'houfes, and
all -other neceffary expences in the way which fhall

~appear-moft eafy and agreeable, whether it be by

charities, by this law, of the refpective laws: of
‘England and Scotland prior to this,- for taxing
every parifh for maintaining their poor, fo as it thall
be without begging : and for their encouragement,
the  governors of -every workhoufe are hereby al-

lowed to ‘raife the neceffary fupplies for the firft

year only, if it is found ‘agreeable, within -the limits
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of their feveral workhoufes by way of lottery, to be
drawn and managed in the way they think moft
proper ; but it any diftriét fhall be obliged to raife
the fupplies by way of tax, the fame is to be laid
on equally and juftly upon every parith, by the go-
vernors.  If a fixpenny-tax produce 18 1. in one pa-
rifh, and but 12 . in another, that thall be levied 3
-and fo in proportion, for taxations greater or lefs
1n-every parifh, SR ~ SRR
- 11. That the minifter of every parifh, at the end
of every year after this a& takes place, fhall certify
to the fheriff of the county the number of the poor
maintained, the name of the parith, and in what
diftri@t, if conjoined, and what was the expence af
his parith for that year ; and this he fhall do every
year within thirty days after the year elapfes, un-
der the penalty of 301. .and the gavernors of eve
workhoufe, within the fame time, fhall tranfmit to
the fheriff’ of the county every year, the number

of the poor, the expence, the profits by work, and
- the names of thofe who have been in the houfe of
correflion for that year, under the penalty of 50 1.
jointly and feverally. Both penalties to be levied by
the fheriff. , o T

- 12. That every fheriff is hereby empowered and
required to appoint a fit perfon to profecute all
perfons before him, who fhall tranfgreis this or any
other law confiftent with this in favour of the poor,
or for difcouraging begging and idlenefs; and that
the theriff of each county tranfmit to the perfon or
perfons, to be named by his majefty to recejve them,
thf: whole certificates he receives from the above
mmi{’ccrs and governprs within his county, with a
lift of the parithes and diftriGs who have difobeyed

in whole or in part, and what procedure the perfon

named to profecute them has made 5 and that tHis
) .Pe.r.fgn‘ be allowed, by the fheriff, his. full cofts,

and

formers, - - ~
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and a fourth part of all penalties recovered for

his trouble, and -anether fourth part to his in-

13. That the theriff of each county do vifit by

-hﬁnfelf, or his fubftitute, at leaft once every year,

every workhoufe in the county, under the penalty
of 1001. or oftener, as he pleafes, and enquire mi-

nutely into the whole ‘management,. and add fuch

rules as he finds proper for promoting frugality and
good order, and expunge*fuch as do not promote
them, after hearing the directors pro and con ; of
which, and of all complaints from the poor, heis
to judge finally; and without appeal:
14. That the perfon or perfons to be named by
his majefty, receive and record the certificates from
the fheriffs, and (if thought proper) tranfmit to the

Jord chief-baron of the exchequer of England, the
‘certificates. from all the counties of Great Britain,

and to the lord chief-baron of Scotland, an at-
telted copy of the certificates from the counties in

‘Scotland, with full power to the perfon or perfons

to be named by his majefty, (whom his majefty is
hereby humbly defired to name and appoint, with
a falary not exceeding 3001, for England, and
200l. for Scotland, payable out of the refpettive

“exchequers, upon tranfmitting the above certifi-

«cates) to fue the fheriffs, within England and Scot-
land, for the penalties which may or fhall be reco-

~wered by them, and not paid in to the refpettive

exchequers, which they are hereby required to-do,
-and for fuch penalties as any of the fheriffs may in-

~cur by negleéting their duty in fo far as concerns

the laws relative to the poor, before ‘the barons of
“his- majefty’s exchequer of England and - Scotland
-refpectively, in the moft expeditious, fummary, and
eaft expenfive way, by petition or complaint : in
‘ghich- the refpective barons may, and are hereby
Col | " required
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¥équired to judge;, and their-judgmeit to be final,
without appeal. -~ T T 77

15. "To put a ftop to the abufe of the laws with
régard to'fectlements, it is declared lawful - for all
.perfons - to feek for work where they.can find it ;
-and that the fettlement of every poor perfon is de-

~clared to be the, parith where the perfon. is found
feeking work, idle, fufpicious, or begging ; with
diberty to the parifh, where fo found, to receive the
perfon into' their  workhoufe, - or at- their: own
€xpence, .in a humane way, to carry fuch to
the parith where they can prove the perfon’ fo
found .continued longeft at work, from - feven
yéars of age to: the time.when found; or to fuch
parifh or diftrict where the perfon «wasfouhd':bet;-
ging or feeking work, and was neither taken up, nor
turnifhed with work ; and upon. proof of  this . be-
fore any one  governor of a workhoufe, the fheriff
or juftice of peace of the county . where the perfon
is to be carried, the perfon is to be-adjudged to.be-
long to the parifhwhere he or fhe was found feeking
-work, or bégging, and was not taken: up s or if car-
ried to the- parith -where he wrought longeft, and
proof made of it, to belong to, and to be received
“by either of  the parithes, where firft carried, and
the proof made, under the penalty of 20 1. and if
the” parifh, carrying the perfon, fail in the proof,
they are to take back and maintain the perfon in
their own workhoufe, under the fame penalty 5 and
in cafe the perfon is under feven or eight years of
age, the fettlement is declared to be the parifh in
‘which fuch was laft found idle or begging, and not
taken up, or the parith in which fuch was ‘born,
and continued for three years, where fuch may be
carried by the parith firft taking them up ; and up-
-on' proof, to be received, or'upon failure of proof,
- o be rejected in the fame way, and under the fame
L f penalties
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penalties as laft mentioned ; and in every other cafe,
the fettlement is declared to be the parith where it
can be proved fuch perfon was feen begging or feek-
ing work, and was not taken up., a
~ And icis hereby further enacted, That if any pa-
rith is poor, or hath many poor, and is not well able
to fupport them, the theriff of each county, upon ap-
plication, is hereby empowered to grant warrants
for a voluntary colletion in the neighbouring pa-
rith or parifhes, or through the whole county ; or
to tax a rich parifh or parifhes, or the whole coun<
ty, for the relief of fuch parifh, if not relieved by a
voluntary collection. And it is hereby enacted; That
the governors of every workhoufe thall bear their
own charges ; and that none eat or drink at the
expence of the parith or diftrict, but the poor, the
mafter and miftrefs, and fervants under them.
“And it is further ena&ed, That the fheriff of
each county (Middlefex only :excepted). fhall be-
mafter of the revels within his. county, with power
to tax all public diverfions and fhews, {o as not to
exceed one third-or fourth of the whole gain free
of all expence; which taxation is to be applied for
enlarging the houfe of correction of the head-burgh
of the county, and for providing work for robbers;
thieves, and incorrigible rogues ; and no perfon is
toexhibit or perform any fhews or diverfions, with=
ocut liberty from'the fheriff, or his fubftitute, under
the penalty of 2001. to belevied by the fheriff.
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ARG UMENTS in Support of the fores
going Heads propofed for a Law:.

§1. YDY the above it appears, when compared
' with the laws in force, that very little
new is to be enalted, except as to the method

for rendering the law pralicable, and the ex- .

ecution eafy.  Therefore every parith is left at

liberty to do what is enacted by itfelf, or in con-
Junétion with other neighbouring parifhes, as they™

€an agree 5 if they cannot, the fheriff of every coun-
ty, who by his office is the principal conferyator of
the policy and peace of his . country, and"obliged
“to put the laws in execution,. is, with fubmiffion,
- the moft proper-perfon to order every thing that
concerns the poor. « = s :
~One fingle man clothed with power, indepen-

dent upon the time and will of -others," can in one -

day do more good, than a multitude- in a whole.
year ; .and therefore the execution of the laws
fhould never be committed to many, when one.
candoit. L

The publication of fuch a law, fo much for the.
benefit of the whole nation, in the London Gazette,

and other news-papers, is the eafieft, cheapeft, and
~ moft expeditious way to make it known in every
~corner of the kingdom ; and it fixes the time in.
which every one concerned is to do his duty.
- No appeal in matters concerning the poor, feems
moft reafonable; becaufe the fheriffs, their depu-
* ties, or fubftitutes, can lie under no temptation to
- judge wrong; and the confequences of appeals,
in little things, are often more hurtful to the ap-
“pellants than a wrong judgment, as it takes them
off*from their bufinefs, learns them to be idle and
litigious, and often makes them fpend a pound in
y ~ {eeking

- ‘augments the number who may lawfully appre-
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feeking tedrels for a fhilling, creates ax}xmoﬁtmé
among neighbours and parifhes, &c. Wlxlcly' can-
not be too carefully guarded againdt, nor fo eaﬁlyg‘
as by {uffering no appeal in matters relative to the

‘poor -only. , :

- The penalties can hurt none, if the law is obeyed,

~and cannot _be too great if difobeyed 5 becaufe no

good fubject can believe he is above the ‘ia'w, and
ought to know that the law is above cvery fub-
ject but if they are too high; they can eafily be
made lefs..

- § 2. Experience in' all parts has fhewn how

ablolutely neceflary workhoufes are for reprefling
begging, &c. and how profitable, by reducing the
poors-rates, where they have.-been L_’&fcd»-," and how
much more would they add to: the public benefit

~if a room or two were provided in each of them;

for the correction of petty pilferers, idlers, and fuf-
picious perfons,: who, without expencey fo'.fooAn as
apprehended by any, could, by one of the gover-
nors of the workhoufe, be immediately fet to hard
or ordinary labour, as the crime deferved. =
§ 3. To prevent the neceflity of ftarving, {teal-
ing, or begging, &c. -
- § 4. and 5. fpeak for themfelves:
~'§6. As none of the laws and rules for the
government of thé workhoufe can take place till
approved by the theriff, there can be ‘no fear qf
any bad confequences. TR

§ 7. Every one will giVe"t'he'»fm’(‘bré'fc'heai‘fully

~ .

~ ‘when he has power, not only to advife, but to fee

that what he gives is profitably laid out, and that
~the defign of it is to prevent and check frauds and
-mifmanagement. = el T

. .§ 8. is neceffary.and ﬁlain.#-

o § 9. is new but mbﬁ?reafonaﬁle,' as it oniry

hend
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L hend and commit robbers, thieves, beggars, and
all idle and fufpicious perfons, without ‘expence or
trouble to the nation ; and as it is the intereft of
the kingdom that fuch fhould be apprehended, fo
It is every one’s duty to be aiding in it, and ever
one ought to have power fo.to do; ‘and as oaths
are already too frequent, a declaration is fufficient
for committing a beggar, &c. e
~§ 10. leaves ,the. parith - or. diftrict . at - liberty.
to raife the neceflary fupplies by charity, or by
tax, or by both, or by lottery, if the inhabitants in-
cline {o todo; which may be allowed reafonable for
i once, as the expence of the firft year may be double,
or more than double, of whatever it can coft again
after the purchafe of houfes and materials, and. fet-
ting the poor to work ; and the conjoined parifhes
are af liberty to agree among themfelves in what
. proportion they are to pay, whether according to
the number. of poor they fend, or otherways. .
§ 11.-As the theriff is the proper perfon to have
the general infpeion of the county, {o is the
- minifter for infpection of the parith, as he is b
his office bound to. inftruét. and take care of the
poor ; therefore this certificate is required : and ag
they are declared conftant governors, Withqﬂt;any‘
other compulfion than what the duiy of their office
binds them to, the fmall. trouble of giving ‘the
certificate required once. every year. to the fheriff,
which is the only check upon the certificates from
the governors, -under a penalty in, cafe of difpbe-
dience by any wrong-headed clergyman,. will. by
-all other clergymen be  thought ‘mott - reafonable, -
as. proteftants. own their. fubjeCtion to -the:.civil

‘magiftrate : the reafon of the governors tran{mit-
ting a certificate is, -that the 'iheri,ﬁ’ mé,y'bg well
Jdnformed of . the fate of the poor in the county,

Yoo

T o2y ]
L4 . “. * ]a
and that fuch a ‘certificate being to be given may

make them aét the more cautioufly. o ﬂleriﬁ" o
| § 12. This no doubt will put the

‘ it i >ceflary
fome trouble and expence ; bult ashxg éinnﬁc(;:‘f; t&é
) il ¢ it, when | s the
no good man will grudge t, 3 e conll e
:grezt good to the nation arifing thﬁf;c{:_}h %Tc,ﬂfri i
- England, for the moft part, this will be

in his life; in Scotland the fheriff is paid for his.

I n ] ideration that
fervice annually, and the fingle confider

the number of felons muft decreafe annually, and

the lives of miany be {pared by finding them work,

and not obliging them to piifer or ﬁarye,hxglej;};.
mount every difficulty, and make every t ng ealys
.when he has in his eye the good of hxg,(é)ufu : Z;;d 4
the faving the lives of his fellow fulg; 5(:21 nd o
o cxpefiel thas in twe or thice years,
reafonably be expelted that, 1n t ; ce years,
as few will fuffer in Great-Britain for robbing
?Piefr;(zjv ;:l; in any the belt go_vemcd. nation in all
: e. o , .
Eu;ipg.’[‘he naming the perfon or perf%na,;z}:o‘gzaig
have power to fee the laws r‘elva’twe tolt1 ep 20 Ip6 o
texecution, is hot new, but as old ast gvylelfl « Zné
at which time the late glorious }qng, ]d gzm,ower
the then parliamemi of 1Sc.otla‘r}ﬁ.l; Cg(i:?gdclrledpthek
| rivy-council 1 they wile r ed th
?szf?zsp;x geautiful and uyfeful machine, gcnﬁci;mgg
of wheels and fprings, which, -vwhen Wlour} ring
and in motion, is of great ufe; but whendt )ej}]ae 3
of motion is allowed to go down, a? {n{ofs b
wind it up, it muft ftand as a piece of u et.zn ang
‘hurtful lumber, till it is again put 1n n;(.)S»l 1 and
made ufeful. But as the privy}-.cfoun.c.xlﬁo _Cg ond
was at a great diftance from his majﬁf ty, nhi‘s ich
commiffion was ever granted : and t1? ';r.xq s late
ﬁlajéﬁY’é reign and the begmmn% ~<;e'i}é;£ty ~0r~
“majefty’s, from 1722 to ];::7?23, a 9 e ey
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eighty workhoufes were built; yet for want of

new law, and a iroper perfon to{ee it putin exe- .

cution, and to Keep up the then public fpirit, “the
machine is again without motion, and this law is
propofed rto fet it again in motion, and to con-
tinue it for ever, The law is plain and fimple :
each county is divided, into diftricts, confifting of
one or more parithes ; thefe diftri®s are to hire
or build warkhoufes, to provide materials for work

and maintainance to the poor, to fuffer none to beg,

choofe managers; thefe are declared a corporation
in law, with power to make rules and by-laws ; thefe

and their management are left open to the infpection

~of every contributor they fefve for two years; the
one half new every year; have the powers of juftices
- of the peace, in {o far as-concerns the poor within
their own limits ; are left at liberty in what man-
ner to raife the neceflary fupplies ; indulged with
a lottery the' firt year; the minifters of every
“parith, and the managers of every diftrict, are
to fend to the fheriff certificates of the flate of
every parifh and diftrict ; and the fheriff i8 to fend
thefe to one to be named by, his majefty to receive
‘them; to appoint one to profecute for the penalties
incurred, and tran{mit them to the exchequer; is
to vifit once a year the workhoufe of his county
‘to hear all complaints, and to judge of them with-
out appeal; the perfon to be named is to tranf-
‘it thefe certificates to the exchequer, and to have
power to profecute the. theriffs neglecting that
duty, and to receive no falary till ‘he tranfmit
them : which office ought- to be for life, that he

may not be afraid to do his duty; and one is eafily -

capable of fetting the whole machine in motion,
both-in England” and’ Scotland, by having one -
office and one clerk in London, and another in
Ldinburgh, “and the abave 5904, will defray. %H |
S the

A3 ill not be th.oudht eX=
which {urely wi S o

the charges, A )

: sleat and carry on.
ravagant to.comple : ork .
fnud? advantage to the nation, and of fo chh

glory and renown to his majefty’s reign. «

. : ewn that all
S e Psiﬂ expm"ccrlmga}is;}r]oved ineffec-
ot itherto trie ,
other methods hither proved incfiec-
1 firlt found out by fo'g »
goal; this method, at ind out .
rince as king William, and now adgp&edn t(()i :,}112
| II;r‘efent ‘law, may be tried, if hlsdmaje y an
' i 1t think fit fo to do. - -
refent -parliament think fo t
P 15 PSetltlemen'ts, ‘tho’ well deﬁgned, fo;{ waﬁt
of workhoufes and materials f(;r._‘-,tgxe poor. i‘:cgt(i)én-'
man es, fuch as perlecution,
had many bad confequences, fuc ; curion
nimofiti ichbours, idlenefs, and grea
animofities among neig s, Idlenels, anc, grea
i d -y in finding ‘con es,
wafte of time and money 3 conflables
ing jufti “peace, the quarter >
attendmojuﬁxces. of ' peace, th er iy
fearching -out witneffes, attgnﬁlm%c applea;l[i,r e:e ven
‘Weftminfter-hall,: &c. ,
fometimes .to Wefltmin . |
{ettlement of a poor perfon. 1s not vsl;hcrc ,(l;g- i:v;;:
born, nor where his parents l_i}ve', ‘ect:)au Ain o
" often : 2 or perfon was | _
often the cafe, that a poor pet _ nin the
i i 1i B. and the perion
arifh A. his parents live in th ! s
%)aboured ten, twenty, oglthlrty g::; 012 C. Tal?j the
.l . o . r ]
arith D. finds him idle or beggir ]
’P ides that D. may put him into their own
B G worl 1l rather bea
workhoufe; (and, if able to work, wi

gainer than a lofer by fo
juft and. reafonable

who had the benefit
than ‘A. and B.

~~get free of him, is it not more
that C. fhould maintain him;
of his labour for - {o many years,
where he never laboured ? -~~~

‘When the perfon is under feven ('Sr,'eight years of

- - - r
aoe, the- fettlement ‘18 made where found 1dle, ©
fom] ’

up, by w ifhment,
begging, and not taken up, by Waquf ﬁnémﬂ;ouchy’;
or where he was born, - if the parents had wroug

T - in every other cafe the fct_tlf__;'j
for foms sime there ; in every .oths ment

-doing, and have no
. trouble) ; but if not able to work, and D. wants to
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ment'is where' found, or where laft found be
and not taken up 3 which fettlemems} will be eafil
known,. and not at any great diftance, and will be
adpur to parithes to fuffer ‘none to: beg withouyt
taking them up, left being found in another pa-
rifh, they be taken up, and returned y
parith which did. not apprehend them, as their legal
fettlement, and juttly, for {uffering them to beg, in
breach of fo good a'law., RN S
- And it is no good obje&ion that many may be
foundin a parifh, at the ‘time the law takes place,
who do not belong to it :
imaginary than probable ; for every parifh has is
chance, and nothing more Auctuating than the poor;
befides, the obje&ion reaches. only to ftrangers,
The known poor of the county can eafily be fent
to their. refpe@ive fettlements, and they will ‘na-
turally choofe it; ftrangers for the moft. part are
firong and able to work, and no lofs to a parith
- whicheean furnith work, - =~ S
- Thetrue caufe of the barbarity ufed, in whipping
the poor from parith to parifh, was this : the parifh
where they were found had no materials provided
for giving them work, nor no workhoufe for
them' to work in, The expence of fuch an idle
perfon may be reckoned at 4l.0r 4/ 105. The
-appearance of ten fuch is 40 /. or 451, twenty 8o/,
or 9o /. thirty 120/. or 135/ Such afum was a juft
‘caufe of alarm ; and if every thirty idle people cofts
the nation. the fum of 120/, of 1354 what muft
‘hundreds and thoufands coft? =~ .
~But as fuch houfes and materials -are -now to be
found by law in every parifh or diftrict, the caufe of
‘the alarm ceafes; and if every fturdy beggar, or per-
fon willing to work, but cannot find work, can earn
61. yearly, and . be maintained” for 4. 10s. the
gain of one is, to the workhoufe, 17 yoy. of ten

154,

pon the

this is poflible, but more }
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15]. of twenty 3ol thirty 45/ which 45/ di

gsing, §.

nifhes the poor’s rates fo muchl-1 yga}rly‘é ‘a?}?a s v:i(-iif-.

‘ : fe wlil rather invite

regulated workhou h » | -

ceo%rage ftrangers ; becaufe the more they can fur
ngers.

nifh work to, the lefs will their rates be, and the

. . . . e ‘
nation in a few years will be convinced that th

| e in this refpc uch’
| Dutch, who refufe none, are in this r_e’fpcbért:_:mi'

ifer than we, . & A
K This alone may convince the whole nation how

ing, event its
| neceflary it is for its well being, and to prevent 1

s o idles
ruin, to force induftry, and prevent begging,id
2

i nefs, and floth by a law 3 in framing of ‘Whll?h’.- -ané

" excc,llent‘ author fays, a whole _feﬂion Iof Iiara:t;ggqrzr;t |

‘ » : fpent, as ‘it ‘would'in a great

| could not be better fpent, would in 2 great

lb ‘ 1 of robbery, theft, a lle:

| meafure be - the death o b .  anduidles

. ﬁeﬁs, ‘without - blood, and -‘me.phg;e?t gé ejlnciuggtye;

| vi rorality, - iches, without e ; after
virtue, morality, and r . : xp s aftel

| provi,ciing workhoufes, and materials for wor

' itain, roufe thyfelf

. fe thyfelf - then, O Britain, 1:0}} hyfelf

u&ﬁ?yé 'ar?dfle't' not even. the expence th‘i
%‘renéh war terrify or fright thee from doing wha

| is for humane and.profitable, not only to,th;a'p(j?f'"

=ople, buttothyfelf.. ok

(),f';?}i’t%cqulid-ged,- that begging in times of fcarg;tg
with badges ought to be allowed; this lst;at‘are
pléa ‘becaufe few or none aljc; a.bleh‘t;c)1 beg,0 : gthem |
able. rk, or : ren -
able either to work, or overfee chi o o

ing ; and if they can-but carn a penny  dag, -
:;\{;ilfil:gr l. 105, yearly.px&oﬁt; tg) ~thca§§réhﬂxe,r e?gi |
suft as much lofs if allowed. -to beg ; -anc
Jk:::{l:‘ ?‘i?iglg;onno account ought to be allowed. - ]
| "»:’?[ghebpat'égraph. of relief »_isiltl)xfxé!ty a ngt-;gaf:)o;g
the 434 of Eliz, allowin; a colleétion, firft to pre-
‘t\:rl:;u?ii:)f E‘Vl}lx?cha,sif né;:g’ fuccefsful, - the fheriff has

no more: power;than the juftices of the peace have

. the laft, diverfions
; by that law: and as to the la > |
i‘i?.fﬁ‘é‘%aé’m‘; of idlenefs, and can never fbe oo
ST e e everely
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| ﬁzvcrely;taxed. - The Dutch tax them for Mainte.
hance of their poor to the extent, fometimes, of
‘the one half of the gain ;-

; ‘and it is hoped:the reas
fonablenefs of the thing, and the application to fy

good a purpofe, will carry this claufe without any
':t:;;;ceptions,‘if-poﬁible 3 if not, with as few as may

Ifit is objeted, that what i very profitable will be
done without a Jaw enforcing it, it is but reafonable
to think fo; but daily experience teaches the reverfe,
€VEn, in private concerns, and much more in. things
public. One ill-natured mifer in_a parith is capable
of doing more harm, than the whole can do good
and without a law toe force him, never will do any
thing. for the public, or for the poor ; therefore 3
law enalting, in as general comprehenfive words as

 poflible, - what s o ‘be done by the fubject, with

tull and ample powers ro thofe 'who are 1o manage
for the public, and put the fame,in.CX¢,CLItiOh|‘;Jand
at the fame time to Jeave to the.fubjéct the way he
fhall choofe as the moft eafy to fulfill the law, with
{evere penalties in cafe he fail, is. abfolutely ne-
ceffary, SRR R VRS S
- 113 quite indifferent to the nation, in what man-
ner robbery, thieving, begging, and idlenefs be
reftrained, or induftry and virtue be promoted 5. bue
it is a-matter of the higheft concern to reftrain the
01¢,. and promote the other. |, - . RS
. Letone reprefent to his ‘eye a parifh or county;
or if he pleafes a nation, void of honefty, chafticy,
virtue, and morality, . begging,« Atealing, robbing,

idling s and ar.the fame time 4 nation where' no-

thing was to - be feen but honetty, chaftity, virtue,
.morality, and induftry, without one idle perfon.:
-how , thocking is -the firft, - how pleafant .and_ de-
Aightful the Lt - 0 T

SRl

€

N PR R 1
. month, quarter, or year..
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s of - | ut be perfuaded
- fons of -all .ranks. could blu_t_‘ > per
ngg %exferyv' morning, -but for a few, moments,
Terioufly to look upon thefe two very oppofite
pictures, and ‘confider ‘j;heldgty thg}; -'}‘(r)wct}t)?g' helr
God, their king, and -their country,  this law
.Sgsll,d til;:lr'chedr%ul_]y; Ipeedily, and u‘l),anm?paﬂ.}:
enaced, and as chearfully, ipeedily, \.,_,_gndd, unani;
...mouﬂy.'ob'c';yed‘. L i o
APP END i‘x, “or Hints, 'ﬁ"tjm;i wthh ‘may be
* drawn fach Riilés for ‘the government of
- ‘f"Wdi"khdxifés;aéé'Will -make it mor__e,eaf_y,fq;

“the '(G‘GVCI“no‘ﬁs; B o

HOA § "foon as the governors ate "cht;)fen,j th;le{}r
g may meet and choofe a prefes for the week,
"5 U TRey may divide "thﬂx‘;felVeE’int_d'C’Q@xp;'ttgel{s?
one to form a plan- for hiring grth}ﬂ'Cthrllgaz g;iii(e
houle: afe of ¢orrection, and hofpital, advertil
-houfe, a houfe of .correction, and SRy
propofals, receive eftimates of hiring ox ng, 8
ropofals, receive eftimates of ring O -a]
Iajn()}t)her for forming a plan for purchaling ma;exgz _C§
‘ynd: inftruments for ~work; ‘receive eftimates, &c.

'A'third for provifions, wholefome and cheap, for

ready-money, or fo be paid weekly. - A fourth 0

KIS W RN AT ol S o) S a-
receive, from the minifter and ov_eirfqe..rs of EV_.eEYOi "
\r'fh the names of the poor in the-diftrict, theirages;
- run, the names Of LhG Pur

‘hfimities,’ &e¢. which, when well-confidered, will

sive the .covernors a pretty clear notion of the
give the governors & pretty clear norion ot the

whole expence.: AV
Wh’%‘l hefe p‘c'ommitt@esymay,conﬁﬁ of one or“more

- “perfons,” (tho” the' committe

t to ‘the
iti rofitable) who are to report to th
"Pfé{}mgf‘an}’?b%?" I *“)‘m‘a.s??" be'decldréd a'quorum,

Ho'miAy amend, approve; of difapprov

B “—‘ e

T
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~ 3. They may appoint as many general meetings
as they find necefary, with a power to' the weekly
governor to call a general meefing at any time. |
4. After finding out, as near as poflible; the num-
bers of the poor, and expence’of the houfe, a-com-
‘mittee nay be named for raifing the fame, in which

\

the law is'to be thé rule. '

time of taking in the poor to the houfe, they may
be at pains to find out an induftrious frugal mafter
-and miftrefs, well fkilled in_the wdrk propofed to
be carried on in the workhoufe, and may choole fuch
with power to them, with the approbation .of the
weekly governors to choofe the fervants under them
out of the poor ; and if all cannot be had from
them, to hire fuch as are abfolutely neceffary for
teaching to cook, wafh, &c. ~ = 7 ¢

found neceffary -to be prefented to' thie theriff for hiy
spprobation, |

© Workhoufe, Holborn. *

- FP'HERE are fixteen managers, five of whom make
= ‘aquorum, who meet monthly to infpect the
management of the workhoufe 5 but-every gentle-
man  contributing may attend and affit the mana-
gers or governors.. .. - . T
.. Thefe managers, in their turns, vifit the work~
‘houfe twiee or thrice a week, to redrefs all difficul-
ties which may occur to the mafter, and ‘hear coms

"7 Old menvand women (of which tig; 416§
loyed in

. years ofage, and onc an idiot) emp
<=0 opicking ‘oakum, = ¢ 3
= > VR

g

-

4 Wos

5. From the publication of the a&, to near the -

' 6. To make fuch rules and by-laws as may be

Cory of what is pradifed in St. Andrew’s Parifh

. Their family confifts of a mafter and sistron,and
p o . » : s j
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=

~ 4 Women and boys fpin, -7 r g ‘
. 9 Knot yarn into caps for: feamens | ot
2 Make the woollen cloaths. .~ 5

- 2. The linen. " '

2 Cooks conftantly attend the kitchen. .«

4 Get up the linen, and wafh for the houfe.
2 Make beds, clean and wafh the houfe.
..» 2 Mend cloaths, linen, and woollen. .= 7.
. 3 Nurfe thofe that are in the ipﬁrmary.v‘: P
.+ 1 School ‘miftrefss - .+ o000 L
.21 Children at fchool, in rotation, as they:can
" be {pared from-their work, i 21000 2

L 1~ Child nurfed,

i2 ILyunaticks, - .

2 in all, éfnpioyed as above in .the fervice of

‘the houfe.r ‘Here provifions are brought by :the

managers, . and - the mafter keeps a ftri¢t accounts
and for that and other purpofes there is; 1., 2 minute

" book ‘for the orders of the. managers, . for admiffien

of the poor, buying provifions, matérials to cloath .

\

gives the order.

or-employ: them, with the manager’s name who

 And there is, 2. the.admiflion-book, lrukl'e}d‘ with

ten _columns, to exprefs in one line the follow-

“ing ‘particularsy time of admiffion, number of per-

fons admitted, their names, -ages, by whom admltteg}?
to what employment put, when difcharged, by be-
ing put apprentice, fent to the hofpital, or dead.
. 3. Wearing apparel-baok, where is noted what
is brought :by edch perfon into the houfe, which is
immediately cleaned, and what they want is fur-
nithed out of the houfe wardrobe, and examined
once a month, to fee if any perfon has embezzled
goything,
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4. A wa{’te book in which every thing brought

into, or carried out of the houfe, is entered or an
account of particulars. kept on file,

5. The journal, Wthh is a fair t ipt
Wclﬂ:C book thus: SNERE alr‘ ranfc;lpt of the

Rccexved mto thc houfe,

Saturday, Septembcr 19, 1730. L s . d

8 half-peck loayes:; = = o' 5 3 4.

14 Quarts.of milk - s - 0T g
15280 . Pounds.of beef. - ,,—"::z.—.::;.g - O~ 16 .8E
3 Pecks of coals. .,..—, :..o,\-_;.“ o "7L

j . . TOCRI S S— I 3 )‘;1_ ﬂ. | " 1
. Sunday in the fame wa whxch s th
mto dnother book; called}:v . e poﬁ'ed

6. The ledger ;* which'fhews at-one view'a day;
a week ‘a month, or 4 year’s account, or expence’
on every atticle of prov1ﬁon, ; . 3
~In other workhoufes':a minute book and Ied ger
is found-fufficient; . but the-governors , will Judcre

beft of this, and be carcful to avoxd all unneceﬁ‘ary
expence, St

RN T RS R

e b
RN

OR D.a Rs to be obferved m Workhoufbs,

1 HAT aH e1fons, upon thelr admlﬁio '
deliver up’ what houf¢hold - goods ané
c]oaths they ate pofiefied of, to the- malter, in or:-
der to'be cleaned and - miadé ufeful for ‘the fervice
of the houfe;” “that they be new' cloathed, and have
their proper apartments and emp‘oymcnts afligned
thein by the mafter; and if any perfon fhall con-.

eeal'any thing; fuch as linen or wdollén, with an in'

‘{jy Lo or more, as thie crime deferves,

tent to fteal or embezzle the fame, fuch Derfon Iha}l
he punithed by the weel] 1y governor, or 1f needful

I Thag
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. I1. “That prayers be read or faid every motning,
before breakfaft; and every evening before fuppcr 3
and that a'grace be faid before and ‘after each meal 3
and that-all'thofe ‘who are’ able, and do not attend
prayers, are to lofe their next dinner. - :

111, All that are able, and'in health, to go every
:Sunday to church, morning and afternoon 3 that
they. return home as foon as divine fervice is over;
and if they: be found loitering or begging by the
way, to lofe their next meal.: if at any time -they
et drunk, orare guilty of profane curfing or fwear-
ing, to be punithed in the ftocks, oras the weckly
governor fees proper; and to be debarred gomcr
out during: the ‘mafter’s- pleafure.. - -

- IV. That' 66 perfon - prefume to go out: ofthe
ﬁreet or- public’door. leading - from. the. prefcribed

- ‘bounds, without a ticket of Hleave from the maftet

or-miftrefs, to'return’in good order at the time ap-
pointed, or to- be demed oomg‘ out for ﬁx months
afterwards: =t
V. Thatno dlf’ul]ed hquor, or other f’crono' dunk
be brought into the houfe s and whoever. fhall dxf-
turb the houfe iby brawling, quarrellmg, ﬁOhtmm
or abufive language, fhall lofe-one day’s meat, and
for the fecond offenice be put into- the dungeon
twenty four hours. " .
- VI. That every per fon in health fhall be kept to
fuch labour- as'they can:well do, from the fird ‘of

- March ta the firft of- Oé‘obex, to work from fixto

fix or {even 3 from the firft of O&ober to the firft of
‘March, ﬁom feven to five or fix;-and if any grown
erfon refufe to work, to be kept on bread and wa-
fer in the dungeon, till he is willing to work." The
chlldren te be “corrected by the mafker. .S
" Wil Thatali perfons, who through idlenefs: may
sretend themfielves fick, lame, or mﬁrm fo asto be
greuled fiom work, fuch impoftors fo dlicovexgd
- : 3 Clt er
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be punifhed by the weekly o1 : .
Pe punihed by the weekly governors, by reftrict.
ng hwﬁaﬂgwanc% of meals, con ﬁnc'm.eminytgﬁﬁ-
geon, flocks, or ftanding with a.paper.on his breaft.
while the reft arc-atidingef, , paper ?D vh_&_bl.‘eaﬂ.,
- VAL That a bell be rung every mornine ;
Aummer by five, and in 'the?Winte); by ﬁ;,gf;?.,fﬁg
healthful. people to rife .to work, ..and t0 g6 to bed

in .ﬁ;mlfner by nine, in ‘_(;I"xc ;Wi.nterv by eight ; and th~at

the mafter fee all the candles of the ‘men and boys;

and the miflrefs thofe of the-women and girls, put

out at that time. . . . . RS i
. BX. Thatall the beds be made.by-thofe who lie
in them, by turns, a5 foon as thofe who are in heslth
g;{é 5 t,hreﬁreﬁ (or all) by fervants before the hour .10%
obcw; fheecrlooms and paflages fwept before .
-+ in-winter, the dithes to be wathed after ever
meal, no watte fire to be made, mi%mn?ge;o%eg
?Il,f:)gcept. in the infirmary, kitchen, and wafh—houfe,t
in time of wathing and.ironing, =, . . -
- X. Thatall the children be wathed and cleaned
by. .. in the morning, and fome prg)pg’;jpérf on éh'éfet;-
tQ;_tqach; them to read, to labour and work 'in. fubh |
things as may be moft beneficial 3 and likewife. ag-

~ they grow up, to be taught to write and caft ag,

compts, to fit them for apprenticefhips, and not tere
mitted to play until thCY.I?}I:ave;#ﬁ.niﬂifd Lhe?r :2215.“
XL ‘That all the provifions be cleanly.and well
drefled, to go to breakfaft in fummer at eight, -in
Winter at. nine, - dinner all the year at one, fuI;per
{even or eight, to be allowed half an hour at breaks
faft, anhour at dinner ; andall they who have not

done their tafk by fupper, to work  afterwards til]-

finithed ; and great care is-to be taken that t
decendly ag mesg, e e they

RV

either by their ffomachs or by the phyfician, ‘fhall

- times a week in fummer, and
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« X1t That the nurfes take care to mend all the
Yinen and cloaths ; when any perfon dies to deliver
the ¢loaths clean and neat to the mafter, to be laid
-up-in the wardrobe or ftore-room, and alfo every -
thing elfe they die poffefled of, for the ufe of the

' - choufe. -

- XUI. That if any perfon fall fick or lame, no<
tice to be given .to the apothecary or furgeon with
all convenient fpeed to be taken care of ; and fuch
other viétuals than what is daily ufed be allotted to
the patient, as fhall be thought proper by the phy-

~XIV. Thatno penfion be allowed to any pen-
fioner out of .the houfe, unlefs in cafe of lunacy;
plague, fmall-pox, foul difeafe; or ideotifm, and
that the money colleted for the ufe of the poor bé
applied for that putpofe. et
. XV. That no perfon be allowed to fmeak in
bed, or in’any room of the houfe, upon pain of be--
ing put {ix hours in the dungeon. EERRCEE:
+ "X VI. That a book be kept, wherein the names-
and furnames of every grown perfon fhall be fet
down, and called every morning by fix in the fum-:
mer, feven or eight in the winter, and at one in the.
afternoon ; and if any of the faid petfons be ‘mif-"
fing, or any other offences committed by any in the
houfe, ‘the fame fhall be noted and fet down, in or» "
der that the offender may be examined 'by the
weekly governor; and punifthed.::o
" XVIL That the weekly governor be at the houfe
twice every week, to weigh and value all manser of
provifions that come in, Whether-WhoIefomap and
good, ‘according to the contrat, and: to examine
 into the management ofithe mafter and: miftrefs.;
aid likewile to hear the complaints and grievances
of ¢he poor - (if any) and o punifh cr report to the |
Bgvernors at next meeting. o
D XVIIL,
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XVIII “That every perfon endéavour to kee’p a
‘good unity, ‘and look ‘upon themfelves as one-fax
ily’; and to prevent any difpute which may create
“differences among themfelves by forging or telling
dies, fuch perfon, fo offending (upon good. proof)
’;ﬂlall be fet ona ftool in the moft public place of the
-dining room, with!a paper put on his breaft, while
rat dmnex ‘with thefe words: wrote,: Infamom Lyar 5
and Iikewife to lofe that meal.

- XIX. That care’ be, taken that none of the ma<
teuals be wafted . or fpoiléd ; that there be no de-
facing of walls, or breaking of windows; and that
thefe’ orders. be pubhckly réad once 'in every week,
that none may pretend ignorance. - ;

:In*{fome ‘houfes, thofe. who, have been houfe-
keepers in repute, are lodged in the- beft apart=
ments, and eat at a different table, that they may

“not be incommodéd: by the ‘noife of the common
poor, who are clamox ous and unaccuﬁomed to good
manners,

“Some "are not . a]lowcd to go'to church in the

' afternoon, but.attend prayers. and reading the fcrlp-
“turesat home, to plevent 00ﬁipmc and. Commg
" home late.’ _
- In fome" ‘the ma{ter not only keeps exaét ac-
counts of provifions: received and expended, but of
~all work, what is delivered. -to: each perfon, and
what is _received back each’ day, which accounts
~ ought to be Well looked into by the weekly go-
Vemor g
 The poor to be admxtted by ordel of the Weekly
Vtrovernox, in ‘his-abfence by the mafter, or imme-~
diately fent to their refpective fettlements, as the law
" now dire€ts,  that_none mdy, beg- or :be:idle 5 up-<
~on admiffion- be: examined: by - the "nutfes -or' fur
geOn, zf frce ofi dtfeafe, and clefan 3 and that fepa-s

Ny 411

rate Wards be afﬁgned to fuch as are not o, m due
hmc, that others be not mfe&ed '

That each may have two fhirts, one clean evcry
Week, and be marked with their naiie. .

That the gitls miy be inftrocted (as fat as the
cook and orther fervants can inftra¢t ‘thém). in
codkery, houi’ewxfery, waﬂnn fcourmg, &ec. by

IUI‘DS.

‘THat wormwcod Be prov1ded to fumxgate the
‘wards, fooms, andl mﬁmnues, be ufed in wafhmg
lmen and in bedsj and | to be Taid in all bed theets..

Id fome the Houfe is vificed by one'of the go-

' vernols every day, wlio ‘i$ to view every ward the

manufa&ures, matenals, and provxﬁons 5 to gwe
audience to all the. poor who defiré it, to fee pro
Vifions brought in, weighed, 4nd- meaﬂued and
thc weight and ine'tfure entéred, to prevent fraud
Andn senefal Views to be taken fourtimes 4 year
’by all the governors, of 4ll the poor in " the work-
“‘houfe; their particular: circumftances to be exa-
mined; what work théy are empioyed in, how, they
‘behaye, what children are fit to be put apprentices,
oi' to ferwce, arid to hea1 the complamts of* ‘the

poor. |
If any defire to fpeak with any of the poor, tho’

their ‘neareft relations, the door-keeper is not to

call’ them without léave 3 and if he fufpect the
bringing in of any ftrong waters, or the carrying
out any thing beloncrmg to the houfe, he is to ftop
them,and give imihédiate notice to the mafter, that
enquiry and feaxch, if neceffary, may be fmththh
made.

None of the poor ate to afk for money or drmk/
“from any who come to view the vvorl;houfe, thexc |

‘beidg a box for them.
If any of the poor know of. any

hot dxfcover 1t, he fhall be held as guilty of the
G ' oﬁ"ence 5

Sd
RSN )

offence and do' |

RN
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‘offence ; if he difcover {it, he fhall Pave 4 feward

from the mafter, |

That the narfes take care to fearch all the bedg

for fleas, buggs, aud other vermin onge a wegk,

., That childsen from fhree years of age to five,

be taught to read, from five'to nine to'work, and -

read an hour or two every day, from nine tq write
and caft accounts for two hours every day.
When any perfon dies, the nurfe dttending that
ward, thall immiediately go for a coffin, and the
(dead perfon being decently ]
be brought to the room appointed for thit purpofe;
if fhe neglect, to be punifhied, T
. Every'ferviint to have a finall weekly, monthly,
‘or quatterly reward, as they are careful, and the

poor according to ‘the quantity of work ‘wrought,
regard being had to the age or infirmity of the
_ perfon 5 wages for mafters, miftrefles, and fervints,
- Inuft be according to the rates of the county, and

 Some balce theit own biead, and brew their owi
ale, - others contra@ for thefe wit ,
bakers by turns, or as beft and cheapeft feryed; fog
thefe, and every thing neceffary for the ‘houtfe, con-
tralts may be entered into'; money may be bor=
rowed for building, &c. and paid by degrees withs
eutaigmenting the yearly rates, | 1 ©
Bills of fare muft be regulated accarding to the
uftom of the eounty, and in counrry places. ma
be fuch as farmers give their fervants, * = 7

It two or more parifhes agree to haye one
Yorkhoufe, they need do no more but write down,
the "heads “of agreement, and prefent thém to the

heriff when he comes to divide the county into
iftricts ; and his approbation by making them g
. Ak :.y~‘...f§~,..::i a_..\:. i _‘,fuua“la)w’:‘ '\J' 827 NG o o

y laid in the coffin, fhall -

h the brewers and -

- diftricty

[ a1

ghﬂ:n& confirms the agreement which the law
allows them to make,

‘ he firft election of gqvernars, perigns o :
hi«}ll: Zr too low a rank ought not to be chofen i
ffe'eo 4 of EliKz," 2. where the church-warglens and
four, three, or two houfholders are appointed go-
vernors ; thofe of 2 high rank do not, nor can-
pot, for
‘ ime to {pare.
ranaged; too low people have not time to fpare
;fnoggaf%ech’ ‘pfu‘rpofef ; therefare thofe of f{mall
éffate‘sfl “merchants, {'u_bfgapt';al_ ,t,ragde'fmengf_ flfll)d
f&riﬁé;s who live conftantly tI)I} ﬂ;le él{ltir li‘t, l‘:;lflt deg
farmers who jive contant:y _ 2 heft do
the moft proper governors: butallol the hi
ﬁﬁe.are ffoﬁo b.% excluded ;5 becaufe fome of !:hlsl)fe?
Wwho have noble and public g%;rlts,‘f h;:.args f:;lh t}?e
love to their country, and a fellow-feeling with th
1og:r mh;:;e'bccn at g’;.ins to confider and Know theip
g:ai’é: and therefore are the moft proper for gover-
pors, efpecially at firft.

Unanimity in diftricts and governors to do what

is enatted, as far as poffible, will be pffhgr.g:at_ :’;:z:
vice; none muftexpet a perfect law l_h;1‘t U;s_ gl ol
ticable it ought to be done; if any t {iuppiﬁ’s cf
ccurs, it may be made known to the fheriffs, by
them to the perfons to be named by his majelty,

~and by them to parliament for an amendment.

From thefe imperfect hints, it is hoped ;llergoq
vernors of no workhoufe can be at a lofs to form

ch ' io hay beft fuit them,
h by-laws and regulations as may belt fuit t ]
i}r‘lil\“th%if own fagacity will furnith them with Ci;uCh
és maybe neceflary for their particular houfe, and are

not hinted at here; and it is not doubted but, by the

bleffing of God, the whole nation will reap the be- .

;Jayirig to the workhoufe, will fave the one half
9

nefit, and that every family in a few years, by

. - ' = N . . - oor 3
f what they now give to the poor 5 that the poor

il

‘the. moft part, know the tempers of. po_gg -
SR TRRSA Rl . : 1 ire to be
- ‘people, their “difpofitions, or how they are (
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Ml be better provxded, mduﬁry promoted be :

‘Bing dind idlettels; with their hideous train of v1ces
and immoralities fuppreffed?y’ Jf 10, What happy

: fdays rhay Britain jet expect |

I have only ‘one’ favour fo afk of' thc Acmtxcs*
s*)vhlch isy that where’ they ﬁ'nd i:lult .théy would
‘be fo kind t5 ilie pbbh(‘: as. to" put fon‘icthmff bet:
“tef in'ts leCC s af i no ﬁlence is better than r;uﬁncr
“of duft; becauie as’ far ay md;,gf’(ry is p”"fcrable t

xdleneis“ 15 fai<] IS a ]aw* to Plomgte t & Brie and

Supprefs the lalt; tho i many refpe&s !mpcrfeé’é{
preferable to no Ia o




