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. . ST T L ey
. ¢« 'YE GENEROUS BRITONS, VENERATE THE PLOUGH.

B e s PO P -l

A LETTER
» ~ ON - :
THE POLICY AND EXPEDIENCY AOF PROTECTIONA

~ " o ~ TOTHE | A
CORN TRADE OF GREAT BRITAIN,
| §e. &e. | '

THOMSON, : SIR; | ‘ - ‘ ; ' . 3:

' ‘ | FEw objects of general interest have ;

so much engaged the attention of writers on

Political Economy, as the corn laws and the agri-

cultural affairs of Great Britain. If wisdom was,

‘always, the necessary consequence of a multipli- :j

city of opinions, the subject ought now to be “

. A thoroughly understood; the legislatiVe enact- |

oo o oo R ments connected with it should be the sagest ;
S T T I S P P TR N ohe I and the practical results the most beneficial.

But, unfortunately, the subject has been rather

much handled, than much understood. Like a - o

flight of locusts, which darkens the air and blasts

the hopes of the husbandman, this host of authors ki

have only involved the discussion in greater ob-

scurity ; the legislative enactments have been

s ~ framed on a narrow policy and partial views;
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the farmer has ploughed up the waste in vain;

the land-owner has beheld his mterebts sacri-
ficed for objects of foreign and pohtlcal ag-

grandizement ; and the peasantry, driven from,
the cottages to the wilds of America, or to
the workhouses, have lost- their cha1acte1 1stlcs of;
independent manliness and honesty and, talnted

_with all the vices of pauperism, instead of hemg
« the pride,” have become the disgrace, and are
likely to prove the rum, of their country

I do not plesume, Sir, to explam why the U

chlef part of the writers on the Corn Laws have
been men pOSbBSSGd of little pr actical e},perlence,
and misled by information “which has been too
often either defective or . erroneous; much less

' Why our law-givers have leg islated -on agueutul al:

aﬁ'ars from ex parte evidence; or, what:is still:

more extraordinary, why those most concernéd:

have: partlclpated in the for mation  of regulations:
detrinzental to ‘their ‘own interests: my. object:is
to communicate what!1 know: to be the feelings:
of these who practically understand the subject.
To: convey such information, requires neither the:
powers of thetoric, nor the charms: .of eloquence..
"The agriculturists for whom it is chiefly intended; .
are Tnen: of plain minds,” who are not to be CORr-:
vinced by subfléties of reasoming;. but. by: faets:
only ; ‘and in whom self-mterest is:'the main®
Spring- ofaction:. while to-endeavour to; perstmde
you; Sir, orthe. Members jof the Leglslature, by
‘any other means than facts and substantial argu-

ments, Would be as fr UIﬂESS as attemptmg to’ stlll' _
the tempest by scattering incense on the air. I
venture, therefore, Sir, to address my country- »
men, through you, as the President of the: Boardf

in order to arrest their attention to a" ‘
subject, from which I_perceive' other matters,’ )

of Trade;

certainly» of great political moment to a com-
mercial country, ave likely to divert the discussion

of Parliiament, for this session at least ; but which- |
is; nevertheless, one of more vital importance to
 the welfare of the British Empire, than any other

that can be brought under its consideration.

"The spirit of commercial enterprize, which
has: greatly assisted - in elevatmg this country to :
the high rank it holds among the nations, and
has-pr oved the soul of its manufacturing nnprove—) ,
ments, has, unfor tunately, too much dn ected theh‘ )
fostering care of the Government to our colomal u

possessions and to foreign obj eets, in pr eference to

the interests of agriculture ; until, at leng gth, Great .

Britain has been regar ded, even: by her own

‘subjects, altowether as a manufaetm ing and trad:
ing ‘country, v which has little need to be anxious
about mternal cultivation, Whl]e she can com- i
mand; by her colonial and manufactmed exports,
2 ready and an abundant <upply of the grain of other |
This monstrous and dan0e1 ous doct11ne7
“has produced much of the apathy which has been |
displayed- Wlth regard to agr lculture, and exmted -

soils,

32
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‘many of the prejudices which exist against | those

‘_ who exercise it. The prosperity of the farmer,
‘when advanced by -accidental circumstances a

few years s1nce, was: beheld with regret ;- and his

“elevation in society even regarded as a public
“evil. And, whilst he has been prevented; by

“popular clamour and impolitic laws, from taking
advantave of events favourable to his. interest, -
“and raising the value of his produce; he has beheld
“the antient patrimony of his landlord ‘passing -

‘into the hands of the wealthy manufacturer, or
“the more fortunate speculator. - I"do not; Sir,
pretend to argueé, that the advantages' which. fa-
“vourable chances ' may ‘turn - up’ should: not- be
“'seized by any | ‘branch' of the community;. but I

“Jament ‘that all have ‘not the liberty: of benefiting -

.....

by such events “and that partial. justice is meted
“{o'the subjects of‘a country, justly - proud::of; its

constltutlon, ‘and- boastmg of “the:. hbertles ~and_

prlwleges 1t has conferred IR e

Tt Would not be dlﬂicult to: demonstrate the

1 everseof the 1)0%‘11:101’1, which'has just been notlced

“as* bemg 50 generally admitted, ~-and :to prove

e

tha‘t_ Great Bl 1ta1n 1s, to the full; as. much -an; agrl-v

LN

able tlmes lt is cons1derably under that neces-

5

‘sary for one month. Yet, with all this, no part
of the :community ‘has enjoyed .so little, of the
_counténance and protection of Gover nment ag, the
farmers:-and I donot-hesitate to say, t that had ,they :
received -one. tenth part. of the encouragement
-which the mercantile and manufacturing branches
-haveshared;not only.a sufficiency of grain Would, '
‘in~ordinary years, have been supphed for. home
‘consumption, but,:could foreign: markets be found
‘an‘ample supply also would have been 1alsed for
\ .exportation. .~ Numerous and . 1mportant as the
‘trading-and manufacturinig classes . of ‘the. popu-
_lation of the British Empire are,. I am of opmlon
- that they could not exist without the agrlcultural
classy’ ‘whaq may be said to. take oﬁ' ‘nearly ! four
_sixths of the produce of their Whole 1abour, al-
" lowing that five sixths are requlred for. the. home
Umarket ; a calculation which will be found to be
- pretty nearly correct: ‘whereas . it is more than
~ probable that the agrlculturnsts mlght ex1st ina

very great degree, independent of trade and ma-
nufacture. The greater extent of the capltal em-

_ployed: in trade has ‘often-been brought forward as
~ an argument: by those who have declalmed agamst
any pecuhar protection ‘being gr anted to the
farmer: but, admitting the truth of thls poaluon,
“¢n which however I, confess. myself to be. . scepr
: tlcal,whatever may: be the capltal of the agrlcul-

£ ;r, ‘)lf!{
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in any ordinary year, in Great Britain alone, may
be computed at upwards of one hundred millions
+of pounds ; -and that .of cattle and other produce of
-the soil at probably an equal sum.—2. The major
-part of the burthens of the State are borne chiefly
“by the land ; which, including King’s taxes, poor’s
‘rates, tithes and other church rates, and those for

‘making and repairing the roads, is taxed to the

amount of nearly twenty-seven per cent. on the
produce: whereas the proportion of the poor and
church rates paid:by the manufacturer is compara-
tively small ; and the funded property is altogether
exempted*.—3. ‘The agricultural part-of the com-
munity supply almost all the soldiers to the army ;
a circumstance which will be .acknowledged- to
be of great importance, even by those who neg-
lect our internal resources. Did the heroes of
‘Talavera, Bairossa, and Waterloo, come chiefly
from the workshop of the artizan, or from :the
plough and the mountain'side? Yet this. real

“source of the strerigth -and glory of the Empire,

its sinews in war and its pride in peace, has been

“most unaccountably neglected ;' and. poverty and

distress, almost to annihilation, allowed to over-

 take that portion. of the population which, in the

# This may be illustrated by the following example.
Suppose A, to die, leaving three children ; two of which, B
and C, are sons, and one, D, a daughter. Among these. the
fortune of their father, :which is £60 000 in money, is'equally .
d1v1ded gwmg to’ each £20,000. ‘B, the eldest son, buys an
estate, forwhich he pays the whole of hlS fortine and, byhvmg

Flfteen per cent. as poo1 rates, com-:

~isnot rateable or pay taxes upon “her 1ent only,

“energetic language of the poet; ¢ when once de-
‘-stroyed can never-be supplied.” SRR

Those who regard the welfare of our country

?to depend on’ forelgn connexmns, colomes, and

©On 1t and working it to the best advantan‘e, he makes five per

cent, per annum for ’his money, or £1000.

" Out of this income he pays 10 per

8100
150°

cent. as tithes, or....coeieeeees
TFiftéen per cent. as poor: rates, or...‘...

. _And as land tax and high-way duty... - 20 .

—————

Say total oftaxes, 27 per Cent. Overrensesee £270

' C the younger $on, is'a manufacturer,

~and: expends in buﬂdmg a house for
his trade..eee.onsissie sessssees £8000
And in machmery, &c veeesnrere 7000
The capltal requisite. for cauymg on

“his trade demands the remammg

~sam Of e iiivei it deenens ‘;2.._.. 10,000

Out of the ploﬁt which he 1ea11ses, at

» whateve1 that may be, whether one
“or 100-per cent. he pays 10 percent.
- as; church rates on h1s .rvent, only,
which is £150, 0F...cereiseriaesanes .£15 00

puted on his rent only, oF...ce ooee 22 10 0 ,
I—Ilghway dutles, &e. onhls rent..ee... 3 0 0
\ Say total of 'caxesJ 4 per CENE, OFceovscmmrnsceses £40 10 0

Hence B, the agriculturist, pays a surplus equal to £229 10 o

D), the daughter, invests her £20 000 in the stocks, $0 as
to obtam an annual income -of £1000; out of . which she is
requn'ed to pay nothmg, s she may hve in a cottage whlch

in the same

 ranner as her younger brother.
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commerce, and its glory altogether on the Joml-
liant achievements of its arms, cannot complain -
‘of the 1nd1fference of Government to these objects.
-On the. contrary, while every thmg has ; been
lavished upon them, let us examine what “pro-
.tection and encouragement has been glven to the
‘native agrlculturlst U
Perhaps few 1nd1v1duals, unconnected Wlth the
corn trade, are aware that no species of gram 1m-
ported into this country, although brought into our
ports in forelgn vessels, nav1gated by foreign sea-
men, pays any duty neither isany paid on foreign
meal or flour ; yet every other- article -of forelgn
manufacture, and even several raw 1ngred1ents
of forelgn produce, pay in many ‘instances a very.

hlgh -and in some almost a prohibitary,. importa-:
tion duty. The forelgn cultlvator, therefore, al-

though he paysnone. of our taxes, yet, is rendered"

capahle, even unden the restrictions of the presentu :

Corn._Bill, of bringing: his- produce to a British.-
market with advantages s superlor to. those en Joyed

‘bythe nativefarmer, whois heavrly burthened with'
taxatmn, and Who, 1n feeling the partlal man_ner |
in lnch the taxes of his: country are levied, al-

ost s1clsens in applymfr hls exertlons for_“ he

fbrelgn commerce that. Great-Britain now has or perhaps eve1
will’ command For example.... T RIS e Is v

9

to other countri les* has contrlved a. method for
“coveriiig the grain of the United btates, by Wlnch
it finds: its way into Great Brltaln, in the same
manner as French' and, Dutch producet Imght
be: brought in, if covered by ‘Guernsey ; ::and
at a time when" the prlce -of " corn. is :not

* The ports are opened for forelgn wheat only : when the
average, price of that grain is' at and above 80s. per qua1 ter ;
b Canadlan wheat is allowed to be brought into the home

market when the puce is 64.9. Per quarter,. . L

4T am’ dlsposed to thlnk the «chief' obJect which our
farmers.‘and labourers have in view. in. .emigrating -to
Amerlca, is to cultivate the unoccup1ed lands -there, ; and
raigse.grain- for: the British market. Every one knows that .
A rtca has. long cultivated miove than a’ sufﬁmency of l‘
corn for her own : consumption;; - and, as-she is. now cut
off ‘from all dnect 1nte1course Wlth the British colonies, shé'-
has 110 other’ certam market for her -surplus produce than:
that of Great Britain. “But our recelvmg American grain s,
giving;in. fact; a’direct bounty to the' cultlvatlon of her w1lds_,
and onsequently presenting- obstacles’ fo- the' brlngmg in of
olu wn wastes ; ; which, if brought into tillage, would do ; more 4
in employmc- the people, and enablmg them not only. to'live
comt‘mtably, but to pay taxes, than any other plan that could:
be:projected. . T do not even hemtate to assert that it would. .
do as. much if not more, asa’ nursery for seamen, than all the

Teis stated that in, Ileland alone, there -are upwards of -

2,800,000 acres of waste or bog land nearly all capable-of. *
being: cultivated ;- with:an‘idle, 1lhterate, starvmg populatlon
that nelther cconsumes-foreign produde- nor- native m:;tnuf'ac-u"“.E

731

d really enjoying, comparatively, fewer ‘¢omfort th
But_jif 1, 000000 of - acres;only: of this waste arid

bogiland:were' employedtn{growmg corn, the produce, takmg

LT
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"neer‘ly sufficient to-enable the British farmer to
-~ pay his rent and:taxes, independent- of the-sup- '

port of himself and his family. I have no desire
to claim unnecessary protection: for- the agricul-
turist ; but why should one part of a community be
protected at the expence of another?  If the farmer

‘be forced owmg to the pr Ollll)lt‘lly 1mportatlon

s
B B

the avelage welght of com to be as follows, viz. ---wheat 57ib

per Winchester bushel ; rye, 50i’b barley, 481b ; beans and

'pease, 581’0 and oats, 38ib; makmg a crenelal avelage of .

501b-per Winchester bushel would bé 24,000000 of bushels,
equal to 1200, 0000001bs. welght -a calculation formed on the
supposition that the produce of each acre would average three
quarters, or twenty-fom bushels. Now, 1200, 0000001’05, di-
vided- by 2240, will produce 535,714« tons, 5 cwt. 2 qualters,

24itbs: of coria (allowmg 20 cwt. to the ton); which quanuty

would require, to carry it to market, 17,657 vessels of 70 tons
each, and one vessel of 74 tons, 5 cwt. 2 qrs. 24Ibs. (the average

tonnage of vessels employed in-the Irish and coasting trade
' bemg 70 tons) ; and supposmg the corn to be worth; on an
average, 403 per qualtel, the p1oduce of its sale would ‘be,

iri money....... ieeeeasiessesassorsresanansy TN e &6000000

The ‘straw, - computed at 15s. per acre, may
- be reckoned Worth......ececeeieiirierans s eeaeresens £ 750,000
The freight and insurance of the com, at 5s. pe1 qr- "7 50, OOO

Makmg a total of & 7,500 000

The transfer of the above stated quantlty of corn would
employ, allowing three men. to each vessel; 22,959 seamen. .

The. cultwatlon, also, of the. above-stated number .of acres

Would require’ 50,000 labourers, allowing one man to twenty

acres ; and its produce, which is pretty- ‘nearly ‘équal: to the

average. importation. of foreign: corn. for one year, would feed -
1,500,000, people; ;& llowmg two quarters to each personi. .. -

‘11

-duties on foreignm anufactures, to purchase all the
- manufactured articles he may require-from his own
countrymen, and be compelled to-send his pro-

‘duce to market in British vessels, why should not

the manufacturer - also be forced to purchase:the

- .grain he requires from the British farmer only,
by similar restraints? Were somety not in .an

artificial state; T would disclaim ever y restraint ;
but if they must exist, let equal justice be meted

to all. 'The farmer cannot even  convert many

articles of his own produce into the necessaries
of domestic consumption. He is not permitted
to make soap, candles, starch, nor even malt nor

- spirits; nor can he export his.own wool. In
these prohibitions he has to eomplain of restraints
~ which are lmposed upon no other class of British

subJ ects. .

*B{lt’l shall be told that the farmer has A'no
right to complam, as the last Corn Bill secured

‘to him a price for his grain, adequate to the la—

bour and expence best_owed on - its cultivation.
In answer I would say :—it is true,; the last Corn

Bill was passed on a conviction that the farmer . -

was unprotected ; and under a supposition that
the ,:l'aising the: import price.of foreign wheat
to 80s.—of rye, beans, and peas, ‘to 53s.—of

, barley, bear or big, to 403.—and of oats, to 27s,—

would have seculed to him a monopoly - of the
home. market ,and. thence have -enabled. h1m to.
pay his rent and taxes, and.support himself and-
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his, famlly Perhaps 1 mlght be inclined to ad-

mit that these prices,. whlch are however rathel
,too low, paltlcu]arly Wlth regard to ‘oats, as far

at least as Ireland is’ concerned, 1f obtalned “on

;the spot where the graln is grown, would nearly
,secure the farmer but from clrcumstances,

'_that that‘ Blll does not aﬁ'ord to h1m a sufﬁment
secuuty ; because 1ts pr1v1leo*es do not sécure ‘to
him a_ complete monopoly of the’ home market
the only protectlon whlch he can reo*ard as ad-

: equate

ln the north of England in. Wales, i

U]and and in Ireland, ‘the humldlty of chmate
N prevents grain from arrlvmg at’ the same degree
;of perfectlon it aftains to in the south of England
" and in many other parts of Europe where it is in’
;general saved in such admlrable condltlo
~enable the farmer, “ifhe chuses, to thrash it on
. the field, and p1 ocure for 1t an 1mmed1ate market
aud a high average price®.
and northern cultlvators, cannot enJoy these ad-

’ ‘as to

But the Irlsh Welch

L Early and well-saved gram is generally greeddy b ht

up for seed, and f01 mlxmg with and sweetening ¢ old ; eats,
_for. the use of the baker —Some people pretend that English
- wheat requlres ‘the admixture of foreign, to make good' bread ;
““but that position is not ‘tenable ; ‘and:I:do.niot! hésitate to as-

sert, without the fear of contradiction, that. better bread

o -cannot be baked :than that which. is made . of ﬂour' manuface

13

vantaoves.} A_The glam ralsed by them is seldom,
.Or pever,
)never able o bear a voyage to the London or
-other. great Engllsh markets, unless it be kiln-
rled consequently the farmer must either keep

o )ﬁt_‘: ,‘m the stack ‘until 1t become suﬁimently dry :
.and . hard for vrlndlng or shlpplng, or kiln-dry it.
If he keep his corn, he mustlose by the use and in- |

terest of ‘money : -he must also lose by Welght insuy-
ance again ﬁre, and destructlon by vermin, atleast

, 8s. per quarter on wheat, and on ‘other ¢ grain in pro-

portion ; and if he kiln-drys it, although he will
be enabled to turn it more rapldly into money, yet

‘ he will be a still g gre eater loser The present Corn

’Blll L’therefore, although it’ may, ‘in'some degree,
beneﬁt those cultlvators who can dlspose of their

. produce very near the place Where it is ‘raised,

. yet; aﬁ'ords no adequate protectmn to those who,-
- from locallty of c1rcumstances, are forced to ‘send
y lt to,a dlstant market Both partles, neverthe- :
Jess,, ,are. 1n other respects equa] both pay “the -

,_burthens to the state and although the

. armer in the south may pay a little more rent,
and pelhaps “higheér “wages - to~his labourers
wh ch‘ isnot »always the case), yet the compara- :

prlce, in the present Corn*Blll; i§'tb0 Tow s far

fit. for 1mmed1ate consumptwn, and "
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as it.concerns-oats ;- and that Ireland in particular,

which ‘is'an- export country for oats, and culti-
vates-chiefly this species of grain, is very seri-.
ously affected by it. - To be satisfied of* the ac-:
curacy. of" this assertion, it is only requisite : to
look at:the. condition.of the Irish-farmer, and
the disadvantages under which his produce is:
sent to the: English market. The political 'state’

of his country, an indelible stain on British le-:
gislation, renders him' discontented-as ‘a subj ect.
The uncertain tenure by which he holds his farm,.
produces:an  indifference to- its 1mprovement
and his consequent poverty, whichi is kept up by
the necessity of his produce being’ sold for a‘
distant ‘market, in which it has t0 compete with"
foreign oats; if the price exceed 27s. p'el"i quéi;tér,-'>
too-often destroys every prmmple of honesty and :
fair dealing, . and leads-him‘to endeavour, by the™
adultelatlon of his grain, to obtain by an addi-

tional weight what hie is certain of losing in price.

7 Instead, therefore, of* being: protected by ‘the last’ -
Corn Bill, he is: scarcely able to:pay his rent” -

and taxes, lndependently of maintaining ‘himself

and his family, in a:state-approaching to starva--
tions, and hence is: driven to supply hlS deﬁ-:. |

ciencies: by str atagem and fraud*

* In Ireland the farms are very small, which, with. thé e
| necessmes .of: the farmers, causes : the::corn: to ‘be brought to -
the Insh malkets in small .quantities; and sold by welght

15

The object, therefore,: anticipated - from.the-
last Corn Bill has been, ti1’1svalnf19st EVery- instance, -
defeated : and, while it has attached the odium-
of‘monopoly on the farmers and -landowners, it"
has not secured to them any substantial consolatlonw
for the unpopularity they have incurred. But even
allowing that the principle upon which it was-
framed be good, yet, if this be confined in ope-
ration, and the mode by which the actual state

of the markets should be ascertained be defective

(as I hope 1 shall be able to prove), the Bil"l;‘ in

fact, becomes a dead letter. It 'was passed ona

conviction, as has been already noticed,. that

foreign corn should not be permitted to be-im-

ported for home consumption, , as long. as.grain
of British growth remained-undér a:certain. price

meg to the stones and dirt with which'it is purposely mixed,

in order to increase its weight; the Irish' merchant; who pur--?

chases this grain for the English market,is ata: considerable ex-

pence in cleaning it, which, in addition to-the other expences’ -

that must be incurred in transporting it,; renders:it impossible
that the faimer can obtain merethan 17s: 24d. per quar ter; even
allowing that Irish oats could bé sold at 27s. the protecting pnce-:
in the London market: dnd; if:it be further considered, that,
from the deteriorated character of the artiele, this: prlce 48
almost never procured for it, the reader will readily judge how

far the Irish farmer,-after paying his rent- and taxes, is capa<” ~

ble of supporting hlmself and a family, even supposing he
has neither servant nor cattle, nor. any other 1mp1ements of
tradethan a spade; ra-sickle; -and aflail:  To illustrate this

L ot
~
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per quarter for example, 80s. for wheat. - But
the ena.ctment on thls pomt is partial, masmuch

point; - let- us- suppose that a quarter of Imsh oats 1s-sold 11};; ,
London for.....ccceeevrennnene. tereerenreneraeraeeees . ELTs

The charges to be deducted are: _
Cartage from the farm to market... £0 0 8

Merchants’ Commission for  purchas-
ing, expence of klln-drymg, ware-
“house rent, chartering vessels,and -
shipping=—5per cent. oraboutis.. . 0 1. 4 ... ..
Interest of monéy from the day of
purchase (the corn belng bought
for cash), ‘until the corn is sold
and the credit expired—say, 8 }
-months, is about .....eceiniecerienss 0 0 104
Coals, and loss of weight in kilna
drying, and for labour—I0 per
cent. or aboUt....reereeriereeeranen -0 2 8
Freight, calculated at an average of
18s. per ton of 20 cwts. and the
‘quarter of oats, averaging 2961bs. 0 2 44

Marine Insurance—1Z per cent. or v
ADOULLcveeersnesosesssserssnnsnens one 0 0 43
Average loss of measure, and da-
mage at ‘the bottom of the car- . v
- goes=—1 per cent..ivieiiiiereanennes . 00 3%
Dock and port dues, with' in- e
_surance against fire—2 per cent. 0.0 1}
Commxssxon for aﬁ‘ectmg insurance,
advancing money, selling, and "
guaranteemg debts, 4 percent. 0 1 1.

Total charg'es ceesseseosnones

._ I

09 9
Nett price to the grower..... 017 2}

17

as the average* is ordered to be taken from thelé
twelve maritime districts of England and Wa]es -
only, leaving the whole of Scotland and of Ire-
land unnoticed ; - although it must be ev1dent

that whatever may be. considered as a protectmg
price, should apply to the Emplre genelally, the
taxes and public burthens being borne equally
by all, in proportion to their cir cumstances and

 abilityt. As forelgn corn, also, When admnted '

* The first Act, for pleveritirig the too great impor tation.
of grain into Great Britain, by securing cor. rect returns of the

‘prices, or, in other words ﬁxm an avera e was assed
P s OF, 5 g .

in 1685. _ - ;

+ The following extract from tables of the comparative -
prices of corn in England and -Wales, and in Scotland, in-
1817, signed by Mr. Dowding, the Receiver of Corn Returns,
will shew the importance of striking the average not from the. . -
returns of England and Wales only, but from those of the:

whole kingdom. R S
' Wheat, per gr. ‘_Rye. v »Barvley.’ .

Eng.and Wales..£4 14 9 ... £2 16 6 ... £2 8 3
Scotland..........s’' 3 8 8 .. 1 18 4. 1 9 8
Difference.......... 1 6 v6\,::: 0 18 2. 0 18 T
Oats, per qr.’ Z. .. Beans. '. . “Peas,
Eng. and Wales...£1 19717, £2° 12 0 ... £2 1105

AScotland ....... e 1 87840 1015 05 L 115 B

} o

Difference......... 0 .8. 5 "0 '16 7 N




18

for home consumption, pays no duty, and becomes
British property, it is not unreasonable, Sir, to coh-
tend that it should bé placed uindey the same regu-
lations as British produce, and its sale be noticed in
determining the averages. This, however, is not
the case; no returns of foreign or even of Irish
| - grain madé by the dealers in London are noticed
in striking the averages ; ‘and in the country the
* returns are made on the best English only, which
is often 8s.. per quarter dearer than the mid-
dling ; ‘and the ports, thereby, opened for forelgn
corn, which is on anaverage above 8s. per quarter
inferior to English, and sells at that sum less in

thie twelve maritime districts. In London, the fac-
tors make weekly réturns of the quantities of corn
they sell, with the prlces it fetches ; but the receiver
" of the returns pays no attention to either the quan-

tity or the price of the foreign or the Irish corn, in
making up his averages: and no notice whatever

is taken of foreign flour of any" deseuptlon
which, from being a perlshable comm_odlty, must
be sold as soon as possible after it arrives, and

consequently averages, in general 8s. per- quar-

ter lower in plOpmtlon ‘than ‘wheat. “This re—f
mark’ applies- most fomzbly to Amerlean flour,
the “importation of which, in. 1817,  exceeded
© 1,000000 of barrels, equal to 500,000 quarters“‘
of wheat; more than nine-tenths of which were
1mported in. Américan bottoms, nawgated by |
American. . seamen. Another objectlon to the
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xeady 1ntroduetlon of this flour, is, that it affects
one at least of our manufactures; the Whole
being ground by American millers, to the preju-
dice of our own millers, who may be truly de-

. clared to be the only manufacturers in Great

Britain who are unprotected* :—for, although the
mlll property in this country may be estimated
at ahout £8,000,000, and the number of people

- employed in it at nearly 800,000, yet, for want of

a. protecting duty, the British miller. was actually
robbed, in 1817, of at least £100,000, the price

of O‘rmdmg the 1, 000000 of barrels of American
flour, imported in that year; whilst, at the same
time, he was imperiously called upon to pay
taxes for the support of that government, who

,Vcould -uthus.so shamefu_lly neglect his interest,

Let us now, sir, examine in what manner the
returns are really made out. As the law stands,
candour obliges me to admit, that the parties
makmg the returns are bound, on oath, to de-
liver a true/and honest return ; but, as it is their
interest to make false returns, the oath as too
trequently happens in matters of pecuniary regu-
lation, is little regarded ; and, in the majority of
the districts, the returns are made by the bakers

. on]y, Who state the average at fully 8s. pe1 quar-

© * This observation does not apply to the Irish millers,’
‘who are fully protected by the total prohibition of the im=
portation of foreign meal or flour into Ireland.

¢ 2
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ter above the actual'market-price, and return o

the best wheat only, which is alwaysfour shil-
lings, and often elght shillings, higher ‘than the
middling quality*. -~ This fraudulent mode -of

making up the returns by the bakers, is intended

‘to' regulate the: assize of bread ‘ to suit their: ‘par-

ticular interestst. Thus; when' the' average. of

- wheat is stated to: be eighty shillings per quarter
. in the Gazette, it is actually little more' than sixty
shllhngs:{: and of other kmds of gram in propor-~ :

‘aon

- The effect of such incorrect returns on' opens-

' ing the ports of Great Britain, is much more ¢on-

X In the prov1nc1a1 papers, wheat is sometlmes quoted at

10.9 per quarter below the. London quotatlon, while the

quartern Ioaf, in the same places,' is ,‘.),d deare1 than in

London

" 4 I am credibly informed, that, when the assize of blead ’
_existed in London, the bakers entered into an agreement. with.

the millers to purchase flour at the nominal price of 90s. per
.sdck, when, the real price was 80s. only ;. the: additional . 10s.
being 1eturned to them as discount:on-the payment of their

. pulchases by which understanding. they were enabled. to

- defraud the public, by obtaining the assize to be set at 105,
“higher- than.it ought. to have reached So much for :an-assize

. of bread !

{ The corn factms ‘have; of late, been much surpnzed to

* find the puce of ¢orn ‘stated as’ being higher in'the Gazétte,

“at the ve1y time ‘when' they knew-it had fallen considerably,

and sales were éxtremely dulk: —(See’ Gazette, paruculally a8

. referring to the Welch districts.) -
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siderable than those unacquainted with the corn
trade . would readily credit: and occasionally the
most tr1v1al transactions, even in-the smaller mari-
time -districts, will effect that result. - As a con<
vineing proof of this, I need merely mention that
the sale of six quarters of oats, in the spring of '
1818; :in: the Swansea market,. o,p;enéd all’ the
British ports for the importation of that species
of gi‘ain, although the real average of oats, at the
time, was below twenty-seven shillings per quar-
ter,the importprice*. It is alsoafact that, in the
majorlty of both the Welch and the English dis-
tricts, whilst the averages returned by them ap-
pear highest in:the Gazette, ‘the factors in these
districts are actually- sending supplies to the Lon--
don, Liver poo] Br1st01 and other markets, the re-
turnsfrom which are the lowest in the same Gazette.
It must be evident, therefm € that Whatever may
be._the advantages of the last Corn Bill, evén
admlttlng them to the full extent, -they must be
-almost entirely nugatory, aslong as false returns

.71 %.This transaction was particularly inquired intoby the
‘merchants of Cork, who discovered thatit had originated in
an-unfair.return. - They remonstrated with the Irish govern-

- .mnent (see Cork Jourial) ; and the fraudulent natire of the

return has been since acknowledged by a Welch- Member, in

' the present session of Parliament, who endeavoured to explain

it by stafing that the return was made in Welch. instead of

_English measure. . The remonstrance of the. Cork merchants

agamst this Welch average, is well known to M. Peel, ;who
was at that time the Irish Secretary. of. State. .
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can be made, and the averages struck upon these

returns. The malady is not \_irremedi‘able ; but,

as it has fixed upon the vitals, it can only be re-
moved by a radical alteration of the whole system.

 Having thus endeavoured to shew that the Bri;
tish agriculturist is still unprotected, notwithstend-
ing the apparent guarantee of* the last Corn Blll 1

- will venture to suggest some means for, removing

the evil. In doing so, Sir, far be it from me to
advance my hints with an air of dogmatism. Such
as they are, they may prove the basis of some
practlcally beneficial measures ; and if. such be the
result, my object will be attained.

Was 'n'ot Europe, or rather the World in a com-
pletely artificial state, -as far as commerce is con-
cerned, nothing Would so eﬁ'ectually relieve the
farmer and benefit the landowner, as the aboh-

~ tion of all restrictions Whatsoever on the sale ‘of

graln either for home or for foreign consumptlon
or, in other wor ds, the entire freedom of trade 1 in_
corn ; but, as this is not the case, other measures,

must necessar ily be resorted to, consonant to the

real state of general commerce, Were the aver-
ages correctly obtained, the remedy mlght be

found in a modification of the last Bill : but, in myi"

oplnlon, the imposition of an 1mport duty on grain

- of all kinds would be a more equitable and much

more effectual measure. Let us now take an im-

partial view of both of these plans ; and, in doing.

s som o e
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so, 1 must beg leave to repeat that as my obJect
is rathel to direct the attention of the Members of
the Leglslature and the country to the cons1dera-
tion of the subjéct, than dogmatically to insist on
the adequacy of my own proposals, I wish the

1deas I am now about to offer to be redarded
ratheér’ 111 the hoht of hints, than in that of a we]l-

;dmested and comp]ete plan.

“Asa prehmlnal Y5 T must observe, that, What- '
ever remedy may be adopted the assize of bread
thr oughout the kuwdom ought to be abolished';
atid that article of life sold, as every thing should
be, by weight, for the utmost it canfetch. Little
argument is necessary to prove, that whatever 1s
sold for what it will fetch “particalarly if. sold by -
Welght and the ar ticle be one of general consump-
tion, can never acquire a hig her price than it
ought to bear, oommensmate w1th the demand.

‘And it should be gener ally known, that; with re-

gard to bread, this has very long, I may per hapsf

- say a]ways, been the custom in Manohestel where

the people are better and more cheaply supphed J
Wlth that necessary of life, than in any other partf
of the kingdom. On the same punmple, _What-, |
ever the remedy may be, the averages should be .
correctly taken. By what method is this to. be

‘accompllshed I might be supposed that the

country gentlemen, who are the landowners,; '
would be  careful to see that | proper retur ns are

: made in their partlcular districts ; but as this des— :
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cription of individuals are: generally: either ex-
‘tremely indolent oraverse from business of every
description; I would propose that the returns be
collected by the Excise in the. followmg manner.
In each district, for example, the quantity as well

~ as the price of all grain, foreign as well as British

-and Irish, good, bad, and indifferent*, which has
been sold within a specified-time, should'be re-

" turned, and the average struck upon the: quarter
‘of each varietyt. These averages should then be
~ transmitted to the Board of Commissioners in

London ; who, in conjunction with aCommlttee of
the Board of Agx icalture, appointed for the pur-
pose of watching over the interests of the landed

. proprietors, would be readily enabled, from a
~¢omparative examination, to strike the general
" average; which" should be, as at present, regu-

* Scotch, Irish, and more particularly foreign' corn, is, on

" an average, always less valuable than Engllsh by 8s. or 10s.
- per quarter.

+. As, in almost every county,. the welghts and measures

are different, and in some instances they differ ma.terlally,
~even in the same county, a dlfﬁculty mlght thence be sup-

posed to arise in obtammg correct returns To obviate this
obJectlon, I would suggest that the returns be made, in the

" first instance, agreeably to the :sales and purchases; but that
 the receiver should after wards state the comparatlve difference

. between  these and the Winchester measure and 'standard
et welght in‘the 1eports transmitted to the Board of Commis-
* 1 gioners ‘in’ London:+ An'-additional advantage might, -also,
yesult from obhgmg returns to: be made by the: purchaser as

we]l as the seller.

T i

95

‘larly published in the Gazette. - My reason for
-naming the Excise to this duty, is, that my expe-
rience has convmced me it is a most actwe, in-
defatigable, -and impartial depar tment ; and one
- into which fewer abuses are likely to enter than
-any other under Government. The medium,
“however, through which the returns are made, 18
“of secondary 1mportance, the great object being
' correctness / : :

o

Now, supposmg that the averages are. falrly

_dbtained,  it: may be asked, what modification of

the present Bill would relieve the farmer and land-

- owner, without injuring the public? Theanswer

to this question may be given ina very few. Words
In my opmlon, the present prices, except in the
case of oats, would be a protection to.the farmer,

‘were the averages fairly taken*. For this purpose, -

the method 1 have hinted at, or some other; ought

to be enforced by law ; and so important do I re-

gard such an enforcement to be, that I have no
‘hesitation in asserting, that an equitable return
of averages would be nearly as beneficial to the

” . farmer, and consequently to the landowner, as
- an additional ‘protecting . advance of 20s. per.

~quarter, under the present system of returns H

* In Liverpool, and many other country markets, the re-
turns on wheat only are made ; and no notice taken of any

- other description of corn. .-
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whilst it would also have the advantage of not
belng felt by the consumer; who might naturally
complain of the rise, which any additional ad-
vance in corn must necessarily produce on' the
price of bread. With reference to oats, T have
already explained my reasons for thinking the pre-
sent protecting price too low, particularly asfar
as concerns the Irish farmer; nor-is the Scotch

farmer, norany grower of oats who is obho’ed to:

“send his. gram to malket by sea, or eoastways, }ess
interested ; for ‘the freight and charges on a
lnw-prlced ar tlcle are much hlo“her in propor-

tion than on one of greater value, the bulk i in- both’
instances being equal. Ithink Tam therefore justi-
fied in asserting, that the distant grower of oats,;
Who 18 forced to seek a market for his commodlty;

at London, Liverpool, or other great markets, can-

not -be fully protected under:32s. per quarter :
and even this will barely afford him a living profit,

~ theland upon which oats are generally raised belng )
1n many instances mcapable of bearing wheat or.
any other more. advantageous crop, which would-
make up the-loss on the cu]tlvatlon of oats- -and”
As another reason i,
for so high a protectmg prlce as, 82..1 may
mentlon the enducement which Canadlan, Guern- -
sey, Jersey, and foreign growers of oats, have::
to. send them to a British market, and the ample -
proﬁts~ they obtaln When the ports are opened :

other sorts of inferior grain.
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have been already stated*. The additional

-charges of frei ght, &c. which, on account of the

distanee, miOht be regarded as an obstacle to the
Canadian oats being sent to the mother country,
operate in a much less degree on the colonial

- * The necessity for a protecting importation duty on flour
is not less obvious than on oats. I have already noticed the in-

Justice done to the British-millers by the great importation of ’

Amencan flour in 1817 ; and it is remarkable that, although
before the last Corn Bill was passed ‘there was a protecting im-
post of 2s. 6d. pér cwt. on all forelgn flour, yet, this cir cumstance
was altogether overlooked in framing that Bill. I am of opinion
that an extra importation duty of 10s. per barrel on American
ﬂour would not check its importation : and it is.a fact, that the
mjury sustamed by this country from the free importation of

’ﬂour is greater than from double the quantlty of wheat

owing to its being a perishable article, and requlrmg, to use
a technical phrase, to be instantly forced off. .

‘The large proportion of flour, compared with that of wheat,:
whlch is 1mported into our ports from America, has been often .
matter of surprise. It arises partly from the saving of freight.

on the diminished bulk of the article; but, more partxcularly,

on the fact that the American millers have a monopoly of the

corn market of the United States, owing to their co’ntrai:tin'gf :
with the cultivators for the corn they raise, long before it is-
reaped to be paid for at the market price of the date of its
dehvely a system which plevents the merchants, generally_
speakmg, ﬁom obtaining supplies of wheat, and, consequently,_

executing ‘orders for exportation. As the American millers

also; who have the finest corn mills in the world kept up,-as '

has been already stated, at the expence of the British millers;

and are, bes1des, very. Wealthy, purchase the wheat they grind .

for cash ‘and sell the1r ﬂom on credlt much encouragement is
glven to Spebula,tors to export ﬂ Our. SRR R
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farmer,' than the taxes and rates with which the
British grower is burthened ; and, if to these be
added the frelght coastways, and the other charges

- which must necessarily accrue on a commission
" sale, the disadvantages under which the latter

comes into the market must be very obvious.
The only, remedy, therefore, under the existing
Bill; isto raise the protecting price to- such a sum

~as will encourage the cultivation of British Oats,
and “consequently prove nearly a ¢omplete pro-

hibition of the importation of that species of grain.

Any chance of a deficiency of oats, in the event of
a short crop, need not be-dreaded ; for ‘the price
being so high, the foreign grower will, ‘under
e_fery"éircumstance; bring his grain to this coun-

try, provided he is certain of a market, whatever -

may be the wants of his own. ~ Oats, like every
other article of commerce, will always find a way
to that purchaser who is capable and ready to give
the best price. With the above-stated modifica-
tion of the last Bill, therefore, the agriculturist
would undoubtedly have much less cause for com-
plaint than he now has: but' under no alteration
of it ‘would he be so ‘materially benefited as by
the imposition of an importation duty on foreign

corn, graduated according to Mr. Huskison’s sug-
| gestlons. Regarding it in a‘ practical point of

view, I cannot perceive one solid objection to such
a measure ; and assuredly no method of protectmg
the farmer, and consequently the landed proprle-
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ter, would be so little felt by the public, whose

interest as consumers has always been considered
paramount to that of the growers, and I will ad-
mit the propriety of the preference, in every legis-
lative enactment respectmg grain. :

The 1dea of an 1mp0rt duty on gram is by no

means novel. . Before the passing of the last €orn’
Bill, foreign grain could, at all times, be import-
ed. into Great Britain for home consumption, : on:
paylng a-small duty which varied according to.the
price of the article at the period ; and the revival
of :this plan, properly modified, is exactly what
is now,requn‘ed It would not very materially
lessen the importatlon of foreign grain ina seasen

-of scarmty, whilst it would tend to reduce the bur=
| thens of the British farmer, by. virtually raising:a
. yevenue on foreign cultivation.
however, lessen the gener al importation. to a.cer- |

That it would;

‘tain extent, must be admitted : for at present the
inducement to- send foreign grain: to a British
market: the moment the ports.open;: or to await

_the opening of the ports, is so great, that. foreign

merchants are actually, always, pour ing it into
thls country*, partly on their. own . risks:. and
often .at' times, .-when no ..Br msh merchants

A T S :‘;‘_"-’ DO A R TN

e 'See the Impmt Llsts, for thex'}enolmous 1mportatlons

: whlch have lately ‘taken place, and still Continue, and are hkely
" to occur as long as British merchants will make advances upon

the consignments.
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could venture to give an order on his own ac-
count I can confidently assert, Sir, that,
on an average, two thirds at least of the forelgn

corn and flour brought into Great Britain, are on
consngnment from foreign mercantile houses. The

- onlydisadvantage, therefore, that can be quppoeed'

to attend an importation duty, is, that from it

- discouraging the foreign cultlvator, by throwmg'_

greater' difficulties in the way of a market for his
surplus produce, this country might, in some
years, be in danger of famine.
answer, that, as the supply of every thing is

always ‘regulated by the demand, the addltlonal'
~ encouragément bestowed on the exertions of the_
British farmer by a “pr operly graduated importa-’
tion duty, would bring so much land into tlllage, :
“and -improve so hlghly that on which corn is
already raised, that it is probable the supply

would be generally such as to maintain the duty

on foreign corn at the highest ratio; and, even
in the most unfavourable years, it Would scarcely‘
“Under existing cir cumstances )
also, it should be known, that, were the por ts not E
otherwise shut, no low prices which have ever
come: under my knowledge, have been. ab]e to'_

fall to the lowest.

- prevent the importation of foreign grain, even

when-the exchanges-are- against this" country;’ i
British merchants can be found to consent to make :
On' this ac-
count, when the ports are openéd, the’ ‘British
_mmerchant professes to come under advances to the '

advances on such cons1gnments

" To this 1 would
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foreign shipper, to- the extent of two thnds of

the probable net proceeds of his cons1gnment but.

in many instances, even three fourths and some-

times more than the whole are found fo have been.
- advanced, owing to occasional rapid and unfore-
This is still encreas-
ing the proﬁts of foreign cultwators, encour-;
- aging foreign shlppmg, and giving foreigners.a

seen reductlon of prices*.

bounty mdlrectly on the corn they send to us.

_ The dlsadvantage under Whlch thls country;
4 has laboured with respect to exchanges, has been.
long felt and lamented ; but it is difficult to con-,
ceive how it can be otherwise, under the present.
system of our commercial intercourse with fo-.
reign, nations, whlch 18 not founded on recipro-
city. - Thus, if we annually receive foreign corn,.
equal to one month’s consumptlon, and in value to-
_about £8 OOOOOO withoutimposing any dutyupon.
its 1mportat10n and, also, the articles of cotton

and wool for our staple manufactures, at a com-

paratlvely 1ns1gn1ﬁcant duty, whilst other coun-
“tries will not receive our commodities on the
'same terms ; and I‘rance, in partlcular, will not
~ admit our manufactures on any.terms whatso-
e\lr;el\';-_-liow_ can the exchange by possibility be.

% This has the effect of locking up the capital of the
British- merchant, which should be employed in making ad~-
vances on British produce and consequently tends to keep -
: dotrn puces IR
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otﬁerwisé than against us? It is: to this state of

the exchanges, that the disappearance of our
bullion is to be attributed ; and: as long as.it con-

tinues' so, it would: be preposterous to hepe for . |
* the return of a metallic currency in this country.

Looking at the questlon, therefore, in all its
bearings, it may reasonably be demanded: For

 what purpose do we exhaust. our: strength and

weaken our resources, by -forcing manufactures
and foreign commerce, while more solid and
permanent advantages would be the result of .con-

fining our attention chiefly to-agriculture and.

internal objects? Fosay that Great Britain could
exist independent of commeree altogether, is:a
remark which admits of much discussion and
diversity of opinien; but, that her Welfare Would
be much: increased by looking more at home,
and, to use a liomely phrase, minding her own

affairs, isa truth on which there can be but one
opinion. |

It has been argued, that a duty on the impor-
tation of foreign corn, would have the effect of
hampering our exporttrade in other commodltles
But it must be recollected, that, as things now

~ éxist, foreign corn is brought duty free into this
- country, whilst every article which is sent out of it,
in. return for corn, pays a heavy duty to the country
recelvmg it.. It is by ne means evident. that. any. .
“importation duty less:than cent.. per cent. -would
prove a complete barrier to the 1mport of forelgn'

RN

corn into this country; whenever the supply might

‘demandit, or; in other words; whenever it can find.
" amarket; forif, aanderthe existing laws, two thirds

are sent in at the risk-of the foreign- ‘merchant, in
the other case-orders would'be-given, and the ad-
yantage “accrue- to ‘the: importer. The genera]

traffic of the world is conducted,. at the present

moment, altogether under restrictionsand artificial
regu]atlons, consequently no reasoning,. founded
on the idea of a free trade, can be correct or
tenable The reasoning,also, t that supposes mer-

cantile transactions - .-would. ‘be cramped by ‘a

* merély temporary liberty to import grain, because
-distant orders could not be executed from the pe-

riod of opening the -ports, before they might:be
ag’am shut, is equally fallacious. .The fact s, that

‘corn’ is always imported, whether the ports be
‘open or shut, as Iong as our merchants will agree
“to make advances on the conswnments -and, al-

though the foreign produce thus imported: cannot
be ‘brought into- the market until the ports are

~opei, “ yet, it is -in the country, ready and in
~ waiting for. that event; or, in lieu of it, foran
“export demand : —A pr oof that mercantlle enter-
"prize isatall events: suﬂlmenﬂy active, even undel

the existing’ ‘restrictions. The idea: that grain is

a perlshable commodity, as has been often ad-
vanced in argument, is incorrect ; on the contrary,
~ wheat may- be kept for- thirty years, prov1ded it
: be regulaﬂy tumed ina d1 y au‘y room: and thl‘;
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is a’ process never neglected when corn is ware-
housed. The annual expence of this system of
‘warehousing, including interest on the purchase-
money, waste, rent, and other char ges, does not
exceed from six shillings to elght shillings per
quarter, even in London. Flour, also, although

it be a perishable article, is imported in great

‘quantities from Amerlca to awalt the openmg of
our ports*

It isan axiom, Sir, in political economv, that' |
the price of every commodity, whether it be the
raw material or a manufactured article, should be
equivalent to the labour bestowed on its produc-
tion, and to the : necessary wants of the labourer,
This, however, notmthstandmg the popular

,'7‘[

S It is nota llttle remarkable, that in frammg the last Corn "
Blll such as it is, the possibility of bread being imported into

this country in sufficient quantity to injure our agricultural
interests has been altogether overlooked ; and, under the ex«

isting laws, wheat, in the form ofbread, may be sent into any
British port, duty free, whatever may be its price in the home.

market at the time of the importation. - Nor is this an over-
sight which has not been taken advantage of by those intera.

ested : for it is a well-known fact, that American biscuits have
been'imported in large quantities, and re-shipped for New=

foundland, to the great disadvantage of our own biscuit bakers.
They might even have been consumed in Great Britain; and

what law, I would ask,is there to prevent a contractor of

bread for the supply of the Navy, from furnishing the whole
of the: quannty required; from wheat grown, ground mto flour,

- and -baked into". Bread in France or any “other countryP o
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clamour against what has been denominated.,the_
high protecting prices of the last Corn Bill, hasbeen
denied to the British agriculturist. Whether an
importation duty, accordmg toa graduated scale,
would place him in a preferable position, is yet to
be proved ; but, as far as we may venture to form

a judgment from the consideration of all the cir-.

cumstances of the case, such, we may confidently
presume, would be its natural result. It would,,

besides, have the additional advantage of render-
ing the trade as free as it can be, in the present

~ artificial state of the commercial world. What
the dutles ought to be, I have no data for deter-
mlmng ; and I must. rest satisfied with having -
attempted to pomt out the necessity and the ad-

vantages of the measure. -

__The facts and reasoning advanced in the

foregoing pages, authorlze us to draw the follow- |

mg conclusions :—

1. That the interests of the agrlcultural part:
-of the Brltlsh community are not sufficiently pro- -
tected by law ; inasmuch as the existing Corn
- Bill, Whlch was framed -for their protectlon, is
rendered inefficient from the present method of -
' returmng the averages._

2, That they cannot be fully protected by any

extensmn of the present system.

8. That they may ‘be suﬁicxently protected

however, elther by .a. modlﬁcatlon of the last -

S

TR T e T s




Com Bill, so as to obtain fair returns, and by an
advanceé oh'‘the’ Importatlon price of: ‘oat
which would be much more advantageous, both
to the cultivator and the consumer; by the i im-

.position of an: import duty on - foreign . grain,.
.agreeably to the plan of a graduated scale, ’
~ suggested by Mr. Husklson

Such, Slr, a1e the oplmons and facts I have "

' to lay beforée you, and in your hand 1 leave them
- Without presummfr to step too far out of1 my course,

1may bé permitted fo observe, that the state of the

~ British Emipire the presént juncture ioudly de-
‘mands that somethmg should be eﬁ"ected to render

our internal resources adequate to ot Wants in a
moment of emergency.” The’ example ‘of Em-
pires that now exist but’in “History, is sufficient

. to teach us that foreign objects and foreign con-

nections, too- long peisisted in, lead but. to: down—
fall and ruin; while the internal: resources of a

nation Well nurtured and properly husbanded L

enable it'to defy the inroads of mlsfortune from -
without, and, W1th1n to Wald off even the destruc— -
tive hand of Tlme Great Brltaln 18 not destltute '

-of these sources of stablhty ; ‘and were herz agricul-
ture,as one of the niost 1mportant of these, proper-

ly protected, she might.not only become the gra-

- mary, but the .emporium .of Europe._.,_,. el

T have the honor to- remalh, Slr,

; nA :,.,CQR/N, .F,ACTQR;
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