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4n I—IEY ﬁnd on the Fll’ﬁ: Inf eéhon, that the

- Books and Papers which they are direéted to exa-

‘mine, contain a full and authentic account of certain
proceedmgs of Two Societies, calhng themifelves The

Society for Conttitutional Information, and The Lon-
don Correfponding Society, who appear to be clofely
connected with other Societiés in many parts of Great
Britain, and in Ireland ; and the Committee alfo ob-

. {erve, from recent cn'cumﬁances, which have already
come under their obfervation, that thefe proceedings
appear to bécome every day more and more likely to

- affet the internal peace and fecurity of thefe king-

doms, and to require, in the mof urgent manner, the
immediate and. vigilant attention of Parliament. v
The Committee have, therefore, thought it their

indifpenfable duty, in the firft inftance, to fubmit to’

the Houfe the general view which they have been ena-
bled to form ‘of thefe tranfactions, referving a more
particular ftatement for a fubfequent Report. |

In the book containing the proceedings of the So-
ciety for Conftitutional Information, which was found

in the cuftody of the perfon alling as Secretary to the

Society, there are regular entries of what paflfed on
~ cach day of meeting, from the end of the year 1791 to

the 9th of May in the prefent year,
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* from thefe it appears that during almot the whole

of that period, and with hardly any. confiderable inter-

val; except during part of the fummer in 1792 and

1793, this Society has, by a feries of Refolutions, Pub-

licafions, and Correfporidence, been “oniformly and

fyftematically purfuing a fettled defign, which appears

to your Committee to tend to the fubverfion of the efta-
blithed Coriftitution, and which has of late been more
‘openly avowed, 'and attempted to ‘be carriéd into" full

execution. . :

~ 'The principles on which this déﬁ’gn: isffou’nded,afc j
~ firongly and unequivocally proved, from Refolutions

formed as early as the 18th of May 1792, in which
the Society applaud the intention of publithing a cheap

edition of the Firft and- Second Part of The Rights of

Man; and refolve, « Thata copy of Mr. Paine’s let-

¢ tei [informing them of this intention] together with
, ] gt g

< thefe Refolutions, ‘be tranfinittéd to all the Affo- "

<. cinted Socicties in Town and Country ;- and that

’ « this Society do’ congratulate them on the firm as.

< swell as orderly fpirit a,ﬁ_d'ﬁ-aﬁquilpcri‘ex‘zerance'ma-‘

« pifefted in all their proceedings, and exthiort them

¢ to a fteady continuance therein ;7 and alfo, ¢ /That
¢« 3000 copies of the Letter and Refolution thould be

s printed for ufe of the Society.” This fingle circdms= -
ftance would; - ih tHe judgement of sour Comuittee, -
3 judge y :

teave little doubt 6f the real nature of. the defigns en-

sertained by this Society. Their conduct in ether re-

fpedts has correfponded withit.

- Ohf’;’{h@ Tith of May in the fame year they vdt{i an
addvefs, in terms of approbation and applaute, to- the

~ Society of Jacobins at Paris.” -~ L
They adopt a fimilar meafure, under circumftances

1l more ﬁrikihggf by fending, on the gth of Novem-

ber following, an Addrefs to the National Convention

~ of France, fll of panegyric on the Frerich Revolution,

and cxprefling the ftrongeft withes for its progrefs-and

faccefys This Addrefs was actually prefented at the
" Bar of the Convention by two perfons  of the name of

}Barlow

Ts1

, Baﬂpw and Froft ; and the anfwer of the Prefident . -
~was read at the meeting of the Society on the 7th of

December 1792,

- On the 14th of the fame month a lettet is veceived -
from perfons, calling themfelves the Friends of Liberty
“and Equality; at Laon, capital of the: Department de.
- L’Aifne + and referred by the Society to their Cominit-

tee of Correfpondence. ...

are exprefsly appointed a Commiittee for Foreign Cor+
T(‘prOndCI’lCC‘. SRR D L - o b .
- The Proceedings of this Comimittee are ordered to
be ¢11t¢1‘ed in a feparate .book 5 and a letter received
that day from the Friends of. LibertyfanquUalit’y at
Macon is referved to'that. Committee. — * = 7

On the 211t of the fame month, certain Membex‘s'

~ On the'2sth of January, and on the 1ft of Februs
ary 1793, (at the eve of the commencement of the

war, and after the repeated Reprefentations which

‘ hadbee’l made on the part of the Britifh Government
 complaining of the conduét of France). the Citizens

* Barrér¢ and Roland ‘(then leading Members of the
JFrench-Convention) are admitted Affociated Honorary

Members of the ‘Socie:ty!;' and the fpeeches of Barrere

“and St. André (alfo an Honorary Méember of the So-

ciety) as ‘,gi?e'n in'the Moniteur of the 4th, 6th, and

~ 7th "OfJal'l.u:ai'y, are direfted to be inferted in the books
- of the Society. - S RIS

- Subfequent to the Declaration of War,».wlﬁéh in-

- terrupted this fyftem of dire&t correfpondence and con-

cert with France, and down to the prefent time, the
_ﬁ)p@fztyhz'wg continted, on various occafions, to ma-
nltéﬁ.t}}éll‘ attachment to the caufe of the French Re-
volution; and have affeled to follow, in their pro-
ecedings and in their language, the forms and even the

- phrafes which are adopted in that country.

}_’ The next leading circumftance which has engaged
the attention of your Committee, is the unremitting

‘adtivity ‘and diligence with which this. Society. have

?_lt.t/é@p'ted to diffeminate their principles, both by Pub-

~ lications -
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fications and Refolutions mduﬁrmuﬂy arid extenfively

circulated, and by endeavouring to eftablith a 0feneral
correfpondence and concert among the other feditious
Societies in the Metropolis, and in diffetent parts of
England and Scotland, as well as in Ireland. With

~many of thefe, this Society appears itfelf to have cars -

ried on an immediate correfpondence, particularly with
thofe at Sheffield, Norwich, and Maincheftef, who

have, on all ocmﬁons, taken the moft forward and

a&we patt in' thefe tranfactions. In their COlICfPOIl*
~ dence wﬂ_h Norwich in par ticalar, as early as the 12th
“of "April 1793, there is a paffage which fo clearly
marks the real object which (whatever may have beert

their pictexts) they appear umfonnly to have had in

view, that your Commlttee thmk it néht here to in=
fert it : ~ S ;

e Exha& of a Lettel ﬁ@m the Secretaly to the
s< Society for Conftitutional Information, to
- ¢ the Secretary to the United Pohtlcal So-<
< cieties at Norwich ; dated 16th Apul
1793
- & Where theti are we to look for the remedy
« To that Parliamient of which we complain ?
¢« To the Executive Power, which is implicitly
& gbeyed if not aiticipated in that Parlianient 3
« orto ourfelves, reprefented in fome Meeting of
¢ Delegates for thc efpecial purpofe of Reform;

-« which we {uppofe you undufmnd by the Telm
« CONVENTION > ' '

< It is the end of each. of thefe Piopoﬁtlons |

¢ that we ought to look to; and as fuccefs in a
¢« good caufe muft be the effe& of per "evemncc
€ and the rifing reafon of the time, let us. deter=
¢ mine with' coolnefs, but let us pelfevele with
¢ decifion.—As to a Convention, we regard it as
< g plan the moft defivable and moﬁ pr aéhcabl

s {o {oon as the great body of the people f‘;all be

“« Coumgeaus dnd Vutuous enouo‘h to Jom us in .

: ﬁc1ent1¥ notorious. It is therefore on]y neceﬂ'ax y here to

. | _‘ [ 7 } |

5¢ the attempt. Hitherto we have no 1eafon ta

- #¢ helieve that the moment is arrived for that pur-

¢ pofe. Asto any petition to the Crown, we
‘ “‘ beliéve it hopelefs in its confequences,  With

#¢ refpeét to the laft of the propoﬁals, we are at a
- % lofs to advife, If the event is looked to in the
- -¢ vyote which may be obtained from that body to
¢ whom this petition is to be addrefled, which of
¢ ys can look to it without the p1ofpe& of an ab-
<« folute negative ? In this point of view, there-
. £¢ fore, it cannot require a moment’s confidera-
¢ tion. But if we regard the policy of fuch a
¢ petition, it may, in our apprehenﬁon, be well

. ¢ worth confidering as a warning voice to our

-~

-« prefent Legxﬂators and as a fignal for imitation -

£ to the majority of, the people. Should fuch a

| lan be vworouﬂv and generally purfued, it

- €€ Would hold out a certainty to our fellow coun-

< trymen that we arc not a handful of individuals

<¢ ‘unworthy of attention or confideration, who

¢ defire the reforation of the antient Liberties of

L f Engldnd but, on the contrary, it might bring

- #¢ into light that hott of well-meaning men, who,

~«in the different towns and counties of this

¢ realm, ‘are filently but ferioufly anxious for
¢ reformation in the Government.

.« We exhort you Wlth anxiety to purfue your

# laudable endeavours for the common good and

“ never to defpair of the public caufe.” ’

But of all the Societies with which they correfpond-

ed, the two of the’ O'reateﬁ 1mportance are, The London

Correfponding Somety (which has been already refer- -

red to, and with whom, during this whole period, the

coxrefpondence appears-to have been continually kept

.\"\

up) and the affembly which called itfelf The  Britith

Convention at Edinbur orh The firft of thefe it will

“be neceflary for the Comnnttee to advert to -particu-

larly. " Thé proceedm"s of the fecond. are already fuf-
~add,
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add, that on the meeting of the Conftitutional Society,
on the 25th of Oclober laft, after their adjournment
for the fummer, a letter was read from the Secretary of

the Convention of the Friends of the People at Edin-

Burgh, to the Secretary of the Correfponding Society
—in confequence of which it was refolved, that there
fhould be an extraordinary general meeting, to confider
of fending delegates to a_convention of delegates of
the different Socicties in Great Britain, to be held at
Edinburgh, for the purpofe of obtaining a parliamen-
tary reform. S

On the Monday ‘foll'ov\%r‘i_ng, the 28th of Ol&obéf, this

meeting took place. Two delegates were chofen, and
1the following inftructions given them ;

<« The delegates ave inﬁiﬁu&éd,bﬁ the'pz}rt of

< this Society, to affift in bringing forward and
<« fupporting any conftitutional meafures for, pro-

« enring a real reprefentation of the Commons of

¢ Great Britain in Parliament. ~That in {pecify-

¢« ing the redrefs to be demanded of exifting
¢ abufes, the delegates ought never to lofe fight

« of the two effential principles—General fuf-

« frage, and annual reprefentation, together with
¢« the unalicnable righit in the people .to reform.
« And that a reafonable and known compenfa-

¢ tion ought to be made to the reprefentatives of
- ¢ the Nation, by a national contribution. -

<« That the delegates do punétually correfpond

«« with the fociety, for the purpofe -of ‘communi-
< cating information, and of receiving fuch fur-
_« ther inflrutions as the exigency may require.

<< And it was further refolved,. |

. ‘e

< That the fociety be defired to ,er{c*tb_ the

« different focieties with which this fociety is in-

« correfpondence, informing them, that the Lon-
¢« don Correfponding Socicty, together ~with this
< fociety, have cleéted delegates to the: Conven-

. < tion of Delegates to meet at Edinburgh on the

- wagth

Bt e S B 5
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following refolutions :

| ['9 1

. % ogth inflant, and to requeft. their concurrence
~ ¢« in this important meafure.” LT

The delegate appears, according. to his infiructions, *

to have correfponded with the Secretary of the fo-

ciety ; but no refolutions’ are entered on the fubject, -
till the 17th of Janudry, fubfequent to the apprehen-

fion and trial of feveral of the members of the Conven-.
tion at Edinburgh. . On that day the fociety pafled the

« Refolved, That law ceafes to be an objedk

« of obedience whenever it becomes an inftru-
% ment of oppreflion. Ty -

-« Refolved, that we call to mind, with the
s deepeft fatisfaction, the merited fate of the in-
‘¢ famous Jeffries; once Lord Chief Juftice .of
<« England, who, at the zra of ‘the glorious Rex
-« yolution, for the many iniquitous - {fentences.

<« which he had pafled, was torn to pleces by a

«.brave and injured people. _

¢ -« Refolved, That thofe who imitate his exam-
¢ ple deferve his fate, -~ R AR
¢« Refolved, That the Tweed, though it may
s divide countries, ought not, and does not make
¢ 2 feparation hetween thofe principles of com-
¢ mon feverity in which Englithmen and Scotch-
¢« men are equally interefted; that-injuftice in

-« Scotland is injuftice in England; and that'the.

¢ fafety of Englithmen is endangered whencver
¢ their brethren in Scotland, for a conduct which
« entitles them to the approbation of all wife,
s« and the fupport of all brave men, are fentenced
- < to Botany Bay; a punifhment hitherto inflicted
% onlyonfelons.  ~
<« Refolved, That we fee with regret, but we
¢ fee without fear, that the period is faft approach-
.« ing, when the liberties of Britons muft depend
‘not upon reafon, to. which -they have long ap-
~pealed, nor on. their powers of exprefling it,
¢ but on their firm and undaunted refolution to

B
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" tee, that the London Correfponding Society r
accafionally in a body, but that its ordinary meetings
-are in {eparate divifions in different parts of the town;

[ fo ] .

e op 'bfe_{jf»rvaﬁhy-‘by the fame means by which it
-« Refolved, That we approve of the condu&t

& of the Britith Convention, who, though affailed

« by force, have mot been anfwered by argu-
s ments; and who, unlike the members of a

& certain affembly, have no intereft diftinét from

& the common body of the people.

<« Refolved, That a copy of the above re-
& folutions by tranfinitied fo_ Citizen Skirving,
<« Secretary to the Britith Convention, who is
< now imprifoned under colour of law in the
% Talbooth of Edinburgh.” o
. Subfequent ta this period the books of the fociety
are full of repeated declarations robati
attachment, addretled to Muir, Palmet, Skirving, Mar-
garot, and Gerrald, the perfons recently convicted of
Yedition by the Court of Jufticiary in Scotland; and of
the moft “violent and inflammatory attacks on the
proceedings of that court. I o

" Your Committee have thus far traced feparately

appearing from the entries in their own books. Before
they take notice ‘of thofe of a more recent’ date, and
which are ‘in the prefent moment of more immediate
‘importance, it becomes neceflary to give an account of

‘the other fociety, called The London Correfponding

~ fome of the leading progeedings of this fociety, as

~ Society, becaufe the meafures which have been adopted

“during the laft fix wecks, appear 1o have been the re-

fult of 2 more particular and intimate concert between
_the twa {ocietics. o o

It appears f ,om"the“évid‘giicé. before your Commxt«

at ‘the London Correfponding Society meets

* 'that the number of thefe divifions has been gradually

 increafing; 'and ‘that there are xiow about fhirty of
_them eftablithed. That there 1s a fecretary to cach di-
 wiflon, another to the whole body; and 3 general cor-

T ittee

d declarations of approbation and, .

| [The following is a copy of thefaid printed paper:]

witteé formed front one miember of each diyiﬁo’ﬂ.—-@
That when the fociety originally met (which 1s ftated
to have been in 1792) it confiftéd of dbout two hun-
dred perfons, but that in about fix months it bad con+
fiderably increaféd, dnd it was agreed that it thould
divide itfelf into ten different divifions; that after-
wards it was the plan, thidt when the numbers of any

divifion amournted to midre than thirty; theéy fhould |

dividé themfclves again—That this “has not been
firictly adhered to; but neverthelefs; in fome inftances,

{evetal feparate divifions have been fornied out of oiie..
One of thefe divifions is faid how to confift of fix

hundréd perfons, and the humber of the othiers to be
various. . '

It fasthet appedrs, that tliis fociety his been id the

habit of correfponding with the focieties in- the coun<
try, particularly at Sheffield, Manchefiet, Briftol, Co-

ventry, Nottingham, Derby, Leicefter Notrwich, Bir~

mingham, Leeds, Newcaftle upon Tyne, Royfton,
York, Hefeford; Edinburgh, dnd differént focictics i
Scotland. IR I
This fociéty appears likewife; in:the dourfe of the
year 1793, to hdve prefented an addrefs to the French
Convention, of 4 nature fimilar to that from the So-
ciety for Conflitutional Information, and to have com-

" municated it to this latter fociety, in whofe book it is
‘entered. '

The Corimittee .are not enabled to lay before the

- Houfe a ¢onneted ffatement of the proceedings of the
Correfponding Society, from the time of its inftitution,
‘as the Committee dreé not in pofleflion of any regular
journal of them. But they think it right here to infert
a printed paper, which was found in the cuftody of the

Secretary of the fociety, arid contains an addrefs ftated
{ocicty, on the 20th of January laft..

to hdve becn agreed upon at a gencral mieeting of this

i
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/.- % which, in the courfe of ONI Campaign, im-

[ ]

“ At a General Méeting,éf the London Cot

“« refponding Society, held at the Globe

& Tavern, Strand, on Monday the zoth

¢ Day of January, 1794, Citizen John Mar-
¢ tin in the Chair, the following Addrefs

"« to the People of Great Britain' and Ire- -

; “ lévmd"wyas rea}_d\a_r'.)dv agreed to :
¢ CITIZENS; -

& We find the nation involved in a war, by

o NP Lqd X .
¢« menfe’ numbers of our countrymen have been

¢« flaughtered; a vaft expence-has been incur-
¢ red, our Trade, Commerce, and Manufadtories

< are almoft deftroyed, and many of our Manu-
.« fadturers and Artifts are ruined, and their fa-

¢¢-milies ftarving. -

i — L PR . : . .‘
<< 'To add to.our affliction, we have reafon to

L §¢ ekpeé’c, ‘that other taxes will foon be added to

L th.e intolerable load of impofts ‘and impofitions
¢ _with which we are already overwhelmed ; for

« the purpofe of defraying the expenfes which
¢ have been incurred, in a fruitlefs crufade,to re-
“ eftablifh the odious defpotifm of France. '

« When we contemplate the principles of this
« war wé confefs ourfelves to be unable to ap-
¢« prove of it, as a meafure, either of juftice or

-+« diferetion ;—and if we are to forn our calcula-
- ¢ tion of the refult, from what has already pafled,

¢ we can only look forward to defeat, and the

- % eternal difgrace of the Biitith name.
- ¢ "While we are thus engaged-in an expenfive
¢ and ruinous foreign war, our {flate at home is
% not lefs deplorable. e o
© .« We are every day told, by thofe perfons

* % who are interefted in fupporting the Corruption

¢« Tift, and an innumerable Hoft of Sizecure Place-

< “men, that'the Conftitution of-England is the

o

:;“ g ”"' 3 . B s < b P : o
¢ perfection ,,Qf human wifdom ; ‘that our laws
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¢« We have referred to Magna Charta, to the '
Bill of Rights, and to the Revolution, and we
cerfainly do find.that our anceftors did efta-
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(we fhould rather fay, THEIR laws) are the pet-
fection of juftice ; and that zbeir adminiftration
of thofe laws is {o impartial and fo ready,as to

afford an equal remedy, both to the rich and

‘to the poor; by means of which, we are faid

to-be placed in a flate of abfolute freedom; and-

that our rights and libertics are fo well fecured
to us as to render all invafion of them impof-
fible. -~ ' L o

« When Webafk,how we enjoy thefe tranf- .

cendent privileges, we are referred to MAG-
NA CHARTA, and the BILL of RIGHTS;
‘and the glorious REVOLUTION, in the
car 1688, is held out to us, as the bulwark of
Britith liberty. - ' :

<« CITIZENS;.

blith wife and wholefome laws: But we as

_certainly” find, that, of the venerable Confli-

tution of our anceftors, hardly a veftige re-
mains. e ce
« The only Chapters of the Great Charter,
which are now in legal exiftence, are the
14th and 29th. , : :
« The important provifion of the 14th Chap-
ter runs thus: ' |

- ¢ A Freeman fhall n?pt be axﬁerccd for afmall

fault, but after the manner of the fault; and
for ‘a great fault after the greatnefs thereof,
faving to him his contenement : and a -mez-
chant likewife, faving to him his merchandize ;
and any other’s villain than ours fhall be like-

wife ‘amerced, faving to him his wainage ;

‘and none of the faid amerciaments thall be
affeffed, but by the’ oath of honeft and lawful
men of the vicinage.”,

“ « But k



cw
Ltk £ But by‘the.ufurpe’d power of. the juﬁgcs ini
- ¢ .affeffing Fines (and what fines!!) in.the cafes

.« of mifdémeanour, this glorious right of the fub-
¢ © je, of having thefe fines affefled by a jury;

" % (the only poflible'proteétion from flavery and

e ¢ the;vileff oppreflion) is unjuftly and infamoufly

rravifed fromws. o

%, The provifion of the 29th chapter runs.thus
‘No freeman {hall be taken or imprifoned, or

. be.diffeifed of his freehold, or liberties, or free

A< cuftoms,” or be outlawed, or exiled, or any

otherwife.deftroyed, nor we will not pafs upon

- upox him, nor condemn him, but by the law-
.. % ful judgement of his peefs, or by the law of the
. « land. We willfell to noman, we will notdeny, -

. "%¢ or defer to any man, either juftice or right.”

.« The various methods now in conftant prag:
¢ tice by which the benefits of this provifion are
“ totally defeated and defiroyed, might induce

.« s to fuppofe, that the GREAT CHARTER

'« has been repealed; if we did not_afluredly
& know, that it is the fundamental bafis of our

..« conftitution ; which even the REAL. repiefen-

-« tatives of-the people (much lefs the miferable
« nominees of HELSTONE - and OLD SA-
« RUM) have not the right, nor (as we truft it

"« will be found by experience) the POWER to .
- - ¢ repeal. Yet what do we find in praétice ! Un- |
~%¢_conftitational and illegal 1IIWNFORMATIONS

<« EX OFFICIO, that 1s, the arbitrary will of

« the King’s Attorney General ufarping the of>

. % fice .of the ACCUSING jury; and the intes
.. % refted oath of.a vile common informer; with-
- s the judgement of as vile a common trading or

4 penfioned juftice, fubffituted in the room of

+ . *.our birth-right, an impartial trial gy our coun-

- % Add to this, ‘that the exorbitant expenfc of
. ..% judicial proceedings, the novel practice of ar-
B . ¢ bitrarily

¢
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© ¢ A ‘man accuft
g’

T3

‘bitrarily and repeatedly annulling 'the verdicts
of juriés, and the dilatory pra&ice of the courts,
moft openly and fhamefully contradict  the-
claufe which forbids the denial, ‘the delay; and
the fule of juftice. * T - o R

<'A man accufed of FELONY (forwhich- by
the common law of England, ‘his life'and’goods

<« are forféited). may be bailed ‘on finding two
¢ fureties for forty 'pounds ‘each; ‘but upon a
¢ charge of MISDEMEANOUR by #ords only,

¢ bail to. the-amount of ONE “THOUSAND
¢ POUNDS has been demanded. = - ‘
- ¢« Upon canviction alfo, for fuch “mifdemea-

¢ nour, enormous fines, long and ‘cruel impri-

¢ fonments, unknown to our ancient laws, and °
¢ unfanétioned by any new flatutes ,’have of late
¢ (and but of late) heen too frequently, ‘and toa

« oppreflively inflicted. And all this although
£¢ by this bill of rights it is declared; ‘that ¢ ex-
#¢ ceffive bail thall” not be demanded, nor cruel

-« and unufual punithments inflicted.” ,

¢« If we look to IRELAND we' find that ac-
‘s knowledged privilege of the people, to meet
"¢ for the fupport and protection of their rights

¢ 'and liberties, is ‘attempted, * by “terror, to be
s tiken away by a late infamous act of parlia-
o

i _'rﬁén't‘:"‘ Whilﬁ‘titlés of henour---no, but of diﬁ

© #.tion of thofe, who are the infiruments of this

honom—-—are lav.‘ifhéd_ s*and new fources of cor-
riiption opendd, to gratify the greedy, proftitu-

¢« oppreffion. - - ~
¢« Tn SCOTLAND, the wicked ‘hand of power
"« Has been impudently exerted, without even the
.« wretched ‘fa rmality of dn aét Tof parliament.

Magiftrates “have”forcibly intrided into the
“peaceful and Tawful ‘meetings of freemen '3 and,

by foice, (not only "without, law, but againft

“law) have, uhder colouréf magifterial office,
R T gt
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e “~1n¢errupted .their dehben dthnS, and pleventc&
,_;:g«; “t;their:affociation.:.
S 0 ",,The wifdom and good condu&: of the BRI.,
5, TISH. CONVENTION at, Edinburgh has been
. fuch; 7as to.defy their bittercft enemies ta name
he Jaw-svhich  they. have. broken ; notwith-
5 \ﬁandmg which,; their papers have, been feized,
¢ and made afe, of as evidence ao‘am{’c them, and
£ /many < vn:tuous .and.. mcrltouous individuals
; +#¢ have been, as: cruelly as unjuftly, . for then vir-
% tupusactions difgracediand. deftroyed by infa-

4 € And thefe un_mﬁ: and. wicked judgements have
:¢¢ been .executed ‘with .a rancour ,and malignity
¢<,never  before known in this, land ~our refpec-
f‘ table and . beloved fellow. C1t1zens have been
“ caft s FETTERED into dungeons amongﬁ_ felons,
“.in the! Hulksa to. Wthh thcy Were not; fen-
“ tenced ci e Gl PR

i CITIZENS

T & Weall approve e the fentlments, and are dally
L cu§e repeatmg the . words, for which thefe our re-

- . h‘;.‘w,r:;fpecftable and valuable_ brethren are thus un-

- % juftly. and . inhumanly- fuffering. We, too af-
... % fociate 1n order to obtain a fair, ﬁee, and full
‘replefentatlon of the people in a houfe of real
- % natipnal. reprefentatlves Are.we alfo willing
¢ o be treated as FeLowns, for claiming this our
iy mherent 11<rht thch we are. detelmmeq never

% to forego but w1th our hves, and.-which none.

¢ but thxeves 'md trajtors. can; ‘wifh to withhold
RN 7from us? Confider, it'is one and the fame cor-
-« rupt and corrupting influence ‘which' at this
'« time domineers 1n Irgland, Scotland, and Eng-
..« land. . Can you Delieve, that thofe who. fend
o« 'vn*tuous Irithmen and Scotchmen fettered with
R fclons to Botany Bay, do not medxtate, anfz1
: s Wl

$‘% aoys: and; 11160‘31 fentences,.of tranfportation,

¥ will not altempt to feize the ﬁrﬁ momént td‘
¢ fend us after them ? Or if we had not juft caufe
¢ to apprehend thé fame inhuman treatment ; if,

- < inflead of the thoft imminent danget; ‘we were

¥ in perfect fafety from it; fhould we not difdain
“ to enjoy any libérty or privilege iwhatever; int
¢« which our honeft Irith and Scotch brethrén dld
“ not equally and as fully participate with bs }—

« Their caufe then and ours is the fame.»Anid it i
¢ both our duty and out interéft to: ftand or fall

<« together. The Irith Parliament and- the Scotch

« Judges, actiiated by the fame Englith-influence;
“ have brouvht ud directly to the - point;. There

~ € is no farther ftep beyond that which ‘they have

« taken. We dre at ifflue; - We mut now chufe
“ at once either - liberty or {lavery for ourfelves

.« and our poﬁel ity:  Will you wait ‘till BAR-
« RACKS are ereéted in every village; and till

[3

«

fubfidized Heﬂians and Hanoverlans are upon

sy

“ Yot ; may atk, perhaps, by What means fhall
¢« we {eek redrefs ! -
i« We anfwm, that men in 2 f’cate of cxvxhzed
¢ fomety aré bound to feek rediefs of ‘the grie-
# vances from the laws; as 1ong ds  any redref(s

¢ can be obtdined by the laws: . But our common,

¢« Mafter whom we ferve (Whofe law is & liw of
¢ hbe1ty, and ‘whofe fervice is, perféé‘c freedom)

© % hag taught us fiot to expec’t to! gather grapes

<« from thoms, nor figs ! from thiftles: : "We miuft
i have redrefs from our ‘own Taws’ 4nd dot fromk
¢ the laws of our plunderels, enemxes, ‘and op-
i3 pleﬁ01<; A :
-« THERE IS NO REDRESS FOR A NA~
¢ PION CI RCUMSTANCLD ‘AS WE ARE,

#BUTIN A FAIR, FREE, AND FULL R.E~

Z PRFSENTATLON OT THE PEQPLE »

C o« RES‘OL;-
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¢« RESOLVED, That during the enfuihé fef-

fion of Parliament, the general committee of
this fociety do mieet daily, for the purpofe of
watching the proceedings of the parliament
and of the adminiftration of the government
of this country. And that upon the firft in-

troducion of any bill, or motion inimical to

the iibertics of the people, fuch as for LAND-

ING FOREIGN TROOPS IN GREAT BRI-

TAIN or IRELAND, for {fufpending the HA-
BEAS CORPUS ACT, for proclaiming MAR-
TIAL LAW, FOR PREVENTING THE
PEOPLE fiom MEETING IN SOCIETIES
for CONSTITUTIONAL INFORMATION,
or any OTHER INNOVATION of a fimilar
nature, that, on any of thefe emergencies, the

‘general committee thall iffue fummontes to the
_delegates of each divifion; and alfo to the fe-

cretaries of the different focieties afiiliated and
correfponding with this fociety, forthwith to
call a GENERAL CONVENTION of the
PEOPLE, to be held at fuch place and in
fuch a manner as thall be fpecified in the fum-
mons, for the purpofe of taking fuch rmeafures
into their confideration. | -

¢« Refolved, that the preceding addrefs and re-

folution be figned by the Chairman, and printed
o j . MARTIN, CHA’IRMAN.
¢« T HARDY, Secrerary.”

- ¢ COMMITTER ROOM, January 23, 1794-

- ¢« RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY,

¢ That 4 hundred thoufand copies of the Ad=

drefs to the people of Great Britain and Ireland,
voted at the: general mecting, be printed and
diftributed by the fociety. ' ,

' §¢ Refolved

k¢

B X1
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¢ Refolved . unanimoufly, That ‘the following
toafts, drank at the anniverfary dinner of the

fociety, be printed at the end of the addrefs.

<« I. THE RIGHTS OF MAN, and may Bri-

tons never want {pirit to affert them.

.« 1I. The Britifly Convention, 12\3;_61}’ h?gld:,?t‘Edin‘

burgh ; and fuccefs to the important objects it
had in view: . o

<< XII. Citizen William Skirvin, charged by the
fentence of the Court of Jufticiary with the
honour of being the caufe of calling that Con-

vention.

< IV, Tbe;’Lo%édo}z ,‘ Corre[pondmg ngéz'é{v,' and

€€

(13

£41
144
€<

[13

<<
€c
(13

<¢

. £¢

[11
(17

other patriotic Societies of Great Britain and
Ireland. ‘ " '

« 'V, Citizen Maurice Margarot, ‘the condemned

Delegate of this Society ; and may his manly
and parriotic conduét be rewarded by the at-
tachment of the people. .~ . .

« Citizen Gerrald then-arofe, and in a ftream
of infpiring eloquence, pronounced the juft
culogium of this truly valuable Citizen, fo
emphatically called by Citizen ditchinfon (one of

< the witnefles on his trial) the SECOND SID-

‘NEY. He concluded with withing we might

< rather die the laft of Britifb Freemen, than live
the firft of Slaves. ,

c VL. Citizen Fofeph Gerrald, the. other Dele-

gate of this.Society, now under profecution ;

upo'ri every Britith heart. -

<« VII. The tranfactions at‘Toz.tl‘,on. vMa‘y'Br-i—v

<<

€¢

tons remember them as they ought, and profit
by dear-bought experience. |

€< VIII. Gitigen Hamilton Rozbék, fand 'the other

13

€

¢ true patriots of Ireland ;. and may the authors
114

of the Convention-bill find that they.have com-
mitted a bull. Lo
' C 2 -« IX. ‘Cil‘if

‘and may his concluding fentiment be engraved

=y
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% IX, Citizens Muir and Pilmer~May their fen-
# peopled withi 4 colditybf feal Erinlfitls.”
s« X. Suctels to ‘thé arms’ of Frécdomn -dgainft

_"‘ I Y. R IREE. LI TS YA R Y : A
« whomfoever direfted: and“canfufion~to Defpors
Vo )

PWHITRI Loy f

¢ with whomfoever allied.
P XLOAl that s good in every confitution; and
© may we never be ‘fuperftitious’enbugh to reve-

¢ rence in any that which'is “vood"fot nothing.
XL Gifken Thomas Pabre—May his. virtue
€€ rife fuperior to caluimny and'fufpicion, and his
~« name ftill be dear to Britons, -~
e oL Lord Loughporoush, the Earl of Moira,
& Sir Gzlbert Llliot, and the other apofiates from
¢¢ Liberty ; and may they enjoy the profits of

«¢ their apoftacy /o long as they live.
¢ XIV.' A fpeedy and: honourable prace ‘with
€ the brave Republic of France, - '~ o

- “ XV. The farving manufafturers and negleted
€ peajantry of Great Britain and Ireland.
"¢ XVI. Citigen Jobn Froff; and a fpeedy refto-
¢¢ ration of that health which he loft in the dun-
B ¢« XVIL The virtuous and [pirited Citizens, now
““ in confinement for matters of opinion : and may

< we fhew them by our conduct, that they are

\¢ not forgotten.”

~ On thi:spaper' it appears unneceffafyrtdoﬁ'éi‘ any
comment, or. to do more than call-the attention of the

Houfe to the concluding Refolution; .~

On the 27th of Mareh the Society fenfzsa Letter to

‘the Society - for.: Conftitutional Information, to which

the Committee alfo feel it right to call the attention of

‘the Houfe, ‘as it Jed to the particular concert already
taken notice of, between the two Societies, -and to the
‘Tecent meafures founded thereupon;, which now remain
~ fobetzkennoticeof, . T

This

tence be fpeedily reverfed, dnd’ BotdnjiBay be.

~ tional Information:

[ 21 ]

This Letter and the Refolutions of the two Societies
in confequence, are ftated in a printed paper, which was

likewife found in’ the -cuftody..of ‘the Secretary, of the

Society, a copy of which is here fubjoined.

alfo entered in the book of the Society

z;i They are

N

rﬁ, (;Onfhtu-

e ST l\larch Zh"/'tth,§1794
-« To the Secretary of the Sacicty for, Conflitu-

¢ tional Information. . ...

%6 CITIZEN,. | & eoify g
 « I am direted by the London Corrg
¢ Society to tranfmit the following elolutions
« to the Society for Conftitution nformation,

& and to requeft the fentiments of that Society re-

N
sefponding

~ #¢ fpeéling the important meafurcs, which the pre-

¢ fent juncture of affairs feems to, require... T he
¢ London Correfpionding:Sgéiéty\i(‘;ql;céives, that
¢ the moment 1s arrived when a full and explicit
¢¢ declaration is neceflary from all the Friends of
« Freedom. Whether the ‘late illegal and un-

s heard-of profecutions and {entences (hall deter-
¢ mine us to abandon our caufe, or {hall excite

. qs to purfue a radical Reform with ‘an.ardour

« mroportioned to the magnitude. of, the object,
propor ¢ maghHuce, O ject
¢¢ and with a zeal as diftiinguifhed on-our parts

x

¢ as the treachery of others in the fame-glorious
#¢ caufe is notorious. 'The Society -for Conflitu-

s tional Information is therefore réquired to de-
¢_termine whether or. no they willbe ready, ‘when
s called upon,to-act zin-'COnj\JQézt:iLOnjl\'\iivtbf?ﬂ?is..' and

¢« other Societies to. 6btain;a fair. reptefent jon of

«¢ the people. - W hether. flieysconcurswithius in
¢« feeing the neceflity sof i Apeedys conventipn, for
« the purpofer of sebtainings./ina soonftitntional
«¢-and legal method,a rediefs of thofe grigvances

¢« under which we at prefenttabour,and whigh.can
< only be effetually remoyed by asfull and fair
s¢ reprefenfation of the people: of Great. Britain.—
s¢ The London Correfponding Society cannot but
I - o © ¢« remind

=
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€ remind their friends, ' ﬂnt the prefent crifis
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(44
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demands all the prudenoe, unamrmty, and
vigour, that ever was or can be exerted b

‘men or Britons; nor do they, doubt but that

manly firmuefs and’ Conﬁﬁ:ency will finally,
and they believe ﬂ‘Olﬂy, tf’rmmate 1n “the full
»kaccomph{hment of all’ then w1ﬂ1€s

¢ Tam, Fcllow szen, PRI
- . ¢ ’(In.my humble. mcafure)
o A fuend to the Rights of Man,
. L T HARD;, Semetaly

« T, That dear as juf’uce "md leelty are to
Bmtons, yet the. value of them is comparatively
fmall without a dcnenden e _on their perma-
nency ; and there can be no f\,cuﬂty for the
continuance of any right butin equal laws.

¢ II. That -equal’ laws can never be expected

€6

<4

Lee
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“‘"."'~31ﬁ'embled in the various parts of - ’rlus nation.

€ And we. h]edffc oulidves to the puohc to purfue

-

but by a ‘full and fair Replefentatlon of the

People. “To obtain which,-in the way pointed
out by the Confiitution, has been and is the

fole object of ‘this Society. For this we are
~ready to hazard cvery thing,

‘and never, but
with our lives, will we rehnqulfh an -obje&
thh 1nvolvm the happmefs, or-¢ven the po-

* Titical exiftence of ourfelves and poﬁienty
“« IH ‘That it is the decided _opinion -of this

© €’ Society, that to fecure ourfelves; from future il-
ke

C‘,

tegal'and. icandalous pmfecuuoqs to prevent a
1epet1uon of ‘wicked and unjuft, ﬁ,ntenceq and
to recal thofe wife and Wholefome laws that

‘have ‘been wrefted from us, and..of which

fearcely -a veﬁwt, remains, - there, ought to be

'1mmf=dmicly a Convcntlon of the People, by
Delegates | dcpu‘ced for that purpofe from the

different Souetxcs of the Friends of Freedom

- every

f 23 3

* & every legal method fpeedily to accomphfh fo dc—

£

-~

¢« firable a purpofe.
« Tt was refolved by the Some’cy for Conf’atu— "

. txon’il Informa‘uon, That their Secretary thould
s affure the London Comefpondmo* Society, that
¢ they hcaltlly approved of their _ntentions, and
“« would co-operate with them in" obtaining an
“ object of fo much nnpmtance to'the peace “and
¢ happinefs of Society.” And that he alfo requeft
<« the London" Cmrefpondmo Society to fend a
¢ Delegation of its Members to confer upon the
« {ubj e&' with an equal number of the Socmty
< for C onf’ututxonfﬂ Information.”,

¢« A Meeting of the Delegates from the Two
« Societies bcing | held thcy came. to the follow-
« ing Refolutions " o o

Refolved,

e Fnﬁ That it appears to this Com‘mttee very
&< dcﬁnbie, that a'Convention or General Meet-
“ ing of the Friends of Liberty thould be called,

<« for the pmpofe of tali king into conﬁderatmn the

¢« proper methods of obtaining a full and fair Re-

¢« prefentation of the Pcople

“ Second, Thatit be recommended to the So~
« Clety for Conﬁltutlonfd Information, and Ion-
¢ don Co1reﬁ)ondmg Somety to inftitute a regu-
 lar and plefﬁno' conefpcnc ence with all thofe
¢ parts of the country where fuch meafures may

¢ be lmely to be promoted, not only to inftigate

.« the Societies already formed, but to endeavoul‘

< alfoto moduc@ fach otLu Aﬁocmtlons as m’l}’
¢ further the ocncza} OﬂjC”‘(

« Third, That it appears to > this Commlttec,
¢ that the general Objtét would be promoted if a
“a Standmo Comumiittee of Co- ogeratlon between
“ the two oometles were eftablifhed, for the pur-
“ pofe of holding perfonal communication with
“ fuch Members of fimilar Socicties in - other
“ parts of the countl; as. may occafionally be in
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¢ T.ondon, and who may be authorized by their
« refpetive Societies to act with fuch Committee.

¢« The above Refolutions being reported to the

¢« Society for Conflitutional Information, it was
¢¢ by them refolved, that the fame fhould be en-
¢ tered on their books. as part of the proceedings
<« of the Socicty ; and the Committec of Cor-
-« refpondence was appointed to co-operate with
¢ thé Committee of the London Correfponding
¢« Society, in conformity with:the Third Refo-
- ¢ Jution.” ‘ o

. Tt further appears,from correfponderice of arecent date
between different Societies in the country and the Secre-

tary of the Correfponding Society, that fome time in the:

courfe of a few weeks paft, circular letters had actually
been fent to different parts of the-kingdom, on the
{ubje& of aflembling a Convention, and a printed paper
to this effe¢t has been found in the cuftody of the Se-
cretary to the Society ; which is here inferted; and

which your Committee have good. reafon te believe isa

copy of the circular letter referred to.

L }:The following is a cdpy’ of the faid pﬁnktéd‘p‘aper.] :

« CITIZENS ! o

¢« The critical moment is arrived, énd Britons
¢ muft either affert with zeal and firmnefs their
<« claims to liberty, or yield without refiftance
« to the chains that minifterial ufurpation is forg-
<< ing for them. Will you co-operate with us in
« the only peaceable meafure that now prefents
s itfelf with any profpeét of fuccefs ! We need
¢ not intimate to.you that, notwiihftanding the
< unparaileled audacity of a corrupt and over-
“ bearing Fattion, which at prefent tramples on
«¢ the rights and liberties of the people, our meet-
i ings cannot, in England, be'interrupted with-
¢ out tle previous adoption of a Conventioh Bill;
% a meafure it is our dity to anticipate, that the
¢ tics of union may be more firmly drawn, and

¢ the

% andiif we tamely dubm

| L 25 1

% the fentiments and views of the different Socie~
< ties throughout the nation be compared, while
€.t is yet in our power, fo as to guide and direct
¢ ! ations of the Friends. of Free-
«“ b, then, o, one_éxertion more ;
s otit. confcioufnefs of this im-.

< with 5, and illegal fen-

thy-—w arc incapable of
s muft, However, be expeditious.
nd Auftrians are already among us;

“Y.A,

“ ;

be poured in upon us.

her. Britith .Conven-
& enfral fituation in our view,
Y AR ek RO e e U E

helieve. would, be: moft, convenient

Barbarians may.;ihort

< “confidence in this
ave the anfwer of the So-
are in correfpondence. Let

BRI

« fartheft, earlier if poflible, whether you ap-

s sproveiof thesmeafure; and. how many Delegates-

« you can fend, with the: number alfo, if pofli-
; Wie remain your’'s, .. .
- ¢ 1. Civic affe¢tion, . -

T HARDY, Secretary.

 Por.the management of this bufinefs we

34

~+ ¢ have appointed .a Secret Committee 3 you will

<, judge how far it is neceffary for you to do the

Subfequent to the proceedings now ftated, there was
another general meeting’ of the Correfponding Society
held at Chalk Farm ; the proceedings. of which are
ftated .in a printed paper likewife found on the Secre-

D , tary

If we are to be beaten down

it, a cloud of thefe armed

hich we forbear to

er, then, by the 20th, at

CORRESPONDING SOCIETY. -
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tary of‘thc"fociety, and which your Committee find
has been circulated by order of the focicty. '

‘This paper is here inferted (as follows) :

« At a GENERAL MEETING of the
-« London Correfponding Society, held on

< the Green at Chalk Farm, on Monday,

¢ the 14th of April, 1794, J. LOVETT
¢« in the chair, The following leiters were
o “oread.: ' S :

TO THE CHAIRMAN OF THE SOCIETY OF

11
¢
T

T

THE FRIENDS OF THE PEOPLE. -

17 SIR, o .

« AT a crifis {o iinportant as the prefent,

“there needs no apology on the part of the Loz-
don. Correfponding  Society, for addrefling atfelf
to all other affociated focieties, who have in

- view the fame object as themfelves.

-« o the Society of the Friends of the People,

€<
13
(13
[13
(13
[13
66

&

[{%

3

(13

_fair reprefentation of the

arguments are not wanting to fhew the im-

. portance and abfolute neceffity of a full and

r people of Great
Britain. They have inveftigated the fubject for

themfelves ; 7hey have expofed to the -world a

feries of plain and indifputable facts, which
muft excite in the mind of every man well
difpofed to his country, apprehenfions of alarm
for the fecurity of the few remaining veftiges
of liberty, from which, as Britons, we derive
confolation. ‘ ' ' .

-« Deeply imprefled with conﬁdm‘atioh.é of this

[13
(13
[13
(13

113

nature, the London Correfponding Society ear-
neftly. folicits, at this time, the concurrence

-and afliftance of the Society of the Friends of the
People, in aflembling, as {peedily as the nature

.

of the bufinefs will admit, a convention of the

friends of freedom, for the purpofe of obtaining,

1 . , “In

¥ i
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¢« The oppofition of fuch perfons is no fmall
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effectual reprefentation.

 Our requeft is not made from the impreflions

of the moment, but after the matureft deli-
berations on the value and importance of the
objeét for which we are contending, and of the

difficultics we may expect from thofé whofe
prefent interefts render them hoftile to the

welfare of their country.

argument for the goodnefs of our caufe; and

their late conduét, when compared with their
former profeffions, exhibits a depravity unparal-
¢ leled, we truft, on the page of hiftory.

« Under the aufpices of apoftate reformers,
we have lately beheld ferious and alarming

‘encroachments on the liberties of the people.

¢« We have feen with indignation and horror

men legally and peaceably affembled  difperfed -

by unconftitutional powers, and their papers
feized. LT IRTTE R
“« We have fcen fome of our moft virtuous
brethren, whofe only crime has been an imita-

tion of Mr. Prrr and his aflociates, {fentenced ’
to, fourteen  years tranfportation, without the
fané&ion of law, or even of precedent, of which

number, one was held up in the Britith parlia-

ment as convitted and condemsied, before he was

even put upon his trial. A
« The infidious attempts alfo to introduce

foreign troops into this country, without the |

confent of Parliament, and the intended bill

to embody foreigners into his Majefty’s fervice,

are meafures fufficiently calculated to awaken

our fears for the exiftence even of the name of.

liberty.  Nor can we overlogk that part of the
prefent fyftem of corruption which maintains,

‘out of the public plunder, a train of {pies, more
dangerous to fociety than fo many affaffins,
2 ¢« whofe

[ar 1 \

in a legal and conftitutional methed, a full ar_id
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- < troduce  difturbance.
¢ judge of the proper time to make a reform,
_¢who exift only by corruption ?. Are the peo-
.« ple of Britain to endure every thing without
¢ repining, without ardently feeking a radical

. &¢

{1

Y

¢

. : ~'5 <
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i « whofe avowed bufinefs is to defiroy the friends
. €¢ V ‘

of the country one by one. , ‘

« Thefe are grievances which demand imme-
s¢ diate redrefs, and when added to thofe evils
¢¢ which are neceffarily conneéted with every
partial reprefentation of the people, call for
the ftrenuous exertions of every lover of his

113

- ¢ country. S
<« But we are told, that the prefent is not the -

‘time for reform, and that innovation may In-
Are thofe perfons to

s reform, becaufe difturbances z7ay -happen 2
¢ Have the enemies to reform told us whence

-« thefe difturbances are to originate? - Has a
¢ fingle overt aét been committed by the friends

¢ to ’frf:édgm'-? Have not all the riots, all the
« public difturbances, all the feditious affemblies,

- k¢ be¢n excited by the enemies to reform? And
¢ do they mean to tell us, that they will ftill find
¢ other inftruments for. their wicked defigns;

“ that they have yet thofe who will a& over
again the outrages that have . been perpetrated
in fome parts of Britain, ‘and attempted in
othérs? = - B .

£¢

¢ If fuch is the determination of thofe pér{
fons hoflile to a fair rcprefentation, let thent.

<

«~

N

look fo the confequences, but let them recolledt
that it has happened, and may happen again,

o

“ that thofe who kindled the flames have perithed
by them. | 7 |
¢¢ The friends to reform are friends to peace,

¢ their principles can be promoted only by
) peaceable means, they know of no other
£

method of obtaining the object they defire.

"?‘HBut they will not be alarmed by the threats

$¢ of

[ 2 }

¢ of wenal apoffates ; they will not draw hack

~¢¢ becaufe they have feen fome of their beft
“<¢ friends doomed to exiles they will purfue the

¢¢ courfe in which they have began, and turn
¢¢ peither to the right nor to the lett.
¢« Convinced, as the London Correfponding

¢¢ Society is, that there 1s no power which ought,

¢ {o there is no power which can finally with-
¢ ftand the juft and fteady demands of a people
¢ refolved to be Free; they will, therefore, look
<¢ with confidence to the derermination, and, they

#¢ hope, to the co-operation of the < Society of the

¢¢ Friends of 1he People,” in the attainment of an

~£¢ object which involves the deareft interefts of

¢¢ {ociety. ,
< Convinced alfo that their intentions are
<¢ of the pureft kind, they will never ftoop to

&< anfwer the calumnies of their enemies; but
4¢ will, at all times, and in all circumftances,

¢

s¢ endeavour, by firmnefs and perfeverance, to
¢ deferve the countenance and approbation of

%¢ the beft friends of their country, the friends

<€ of a fair reprefentation of the people of Great
$¢ Britain. o , o
' <« 1 am, Sir, |

¢« For the London Correfponding Society,
April 4, 1794 THOMAS HARDY, Scc.

"t COMMITTEE RCOMS.
 FrritH StrEET, April 11, 1794.

€¢ Sir,

¢« YOUR Letter of the 4th inflant, addrefled |

#¢ to Mr. SHERIDAN, Chairman of the FRIENDS
«« OF THE PECPLE, was laid before that
<¢ SOCIETY at their Meeting on Saturday laft ;

¢ and they infiruéted their. committee to thank
<

n ©

PAS

$¢ CIETY for their- communication, and to ex-
' « prefs

‘the LONDON CORRESE“ONDING— - 50-
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e prefs the alarm they feel in common with every

¢ friend of liberty, at the late extraordinary pro-
¢ geedings of government, fo ably detailed, and
¢ {o juftly reprobated by your fociety. They
« affure you, that all the friends of reform

Y may ¢ look with -confidence to the deter-

¢ mination and co-operation’ of this  fociety

¢ in every peaceable and conftitutional mea-

¢ {ure, which fhall a_ppeén“ to them.. ca%culgted
¢ to promote the objec¢t of their infiitution;
¢¢ but they do not think that which is recom-
% mended in your letter, is likely to ferve its

«¢ profefled purpofe. They fear it will furnifh
<¢ the enemics of reformm with the means of
¢¢ calumniating its advocates, and {o far from

¢ forwarding the caufe, will deter many from
¢ countenancing that which they approve.---
¢ For thefe reafons, the friends of the. people
¢« muft decline to fend delegates to the Con-
¢¢ vention propofed by the Londen Correfponding
¢ Society :---At the fame time, they renew' their
¢ affurances of good will, and defire of preferv-
“ ing a proper underftanding  and cordiality
¢¢ among all the friends of parliamentary reform,

¢ potwithftanding any difference of opinion that

“¢ may occrr as to the beft method of accom-

- <¢ plithing at.

« In Name, and by Order of the Committ?e,
¢ (Signed)  W. BRETON, Chairman,

o My L. Harpy, Secretary to the

London Corrvefponding Society.

« 9 be following RESOLUTIONS were z&e;z'paﬁd
““ wnanimoufly : | . v
¢« Refolved Unanimoudly, .

A

¢ 1. TEIAT this Socicty have beheld with

“ rifing indignation, 131'0130Yt10l16d~10 the‘cn(.)}-.
SRR * : « muty

N
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<« mity of the evil, the late repid advances of

- ¢¢ defpotifin in Britain; the invafion of public

¢ {ecurnity 3 the contempt of popular opinion ;

- ¢ and the violation of all thofe provifions of the

¢ conflitution intended to protect the people
¢ againft the encroachments of power and pre-
“ ragative. : L '

¢ II.. That our abhorrence and deteftation
¢ lIfave. been particularly called forth by the

-« Jate arbitrary and flagitious proceedings of
. *“ the Court of Jufticiary in Scotland, where

¢ all the doclrines and practices of the Siar
“ Chamber, in the times of Charles the Firft,

- %< have been revived and aggravated; and where

¢¢ fentences have been pronounced in open viola-
“ tion of all law and juftice, which muft
¢ ftrike deep into the heart of every man, the
¢ melancholy conviction that BrrroNs ARE No
“ LONGER FREE. co

€< H. "That the whole Proceedings of the
¢ late Britith Convention of the People, at
“ Edinburgh, are fuch as claim our approba-
tion and applaufe. , v o
- IV. That the condu& of Citizens MaRr-
“ caror and GErrALD in particular, by its
{tri¢t conformity with our withes and infiruc-

£¢

<¢

. ¢ tions, and the ability, firmnefs, and difin-
terefied Patriotifim which it fo eminently dif~

€<

“ played, has infpired an enthufiafm of Zeal

and- Attachment which no time can oblite-
rate, and no perfecution remove; and that

we will preferve their names engraven on

our hearts till we have an opportunity to redrefs .
their wrongs.

“V. 'That any attempt to violate thofe yet

remaining Laws, which were intended for the

€<

€<

(13

(23

€

"

“.of Courts and Minifters, and the Corrup-
&

tion of dependent Judges, by vefting in fuch
. . o ¢ Judges

Security of Englithmen againft the Tyranny -
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Judges a legiflative or arhifraty Power (fucti
as has lately been exercifed by the Court of
Jufticiary in Scotland) ought to be eonfi-
dered as diffolving -entirely the focial com-
pa& between the Englifh Nation and their
Governors; and driving them to an imme-
diate appeal to that incontrovertible maxim

“of eternal Juftice; rhat the Safety. of the People
is the SuprumE, and in Cafes of Neceffity, the -

oNLY Law. - o :

¢« VI. That the arming and difciplining
in this Country, either with or without the
Confent of Parliament, any Band of Emi-
grants and Foreigners, driven from their own
country for their known Aitachment o an INFA-

_MOUS DESPOTISM, is an outrageous attempt

to overawe and intimidate the free Spirit of

Britons; to fubjugate them to an Army of
- mercenary Cut-throats, whofe wiews and  in-
€

tereft muft of neceffity be in dire& oppofition
to thofe of the Nation, and that o pretence
twhatever ougHT to induce the people to fub-
mit to {o unconflitutional a Meafure.

¢« VII. That the unconfiitutional proje&t of
raifing money and troops by forced bene-
volences (and mno bencvolences - colleéted
upon requifition from the King or his Mini-
fters can ever in reality be voluntary) and

- the equally unjufiifiable Meafure of arming

one part of the People againft the other,
brought Charles the Firft to the block, and

‘drove James the Sccond and his pofterity

from the Thronc; and that confequently
Minifters in advifing fuch Meafures, ought
to confider whether they are not guilty of
High Treafon. . -
« VI That this Society have beheld with
confiderable pleature the confiffent refpeét which
the Houfe of Lords difplayed for their own
: o ¢« Confil-
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-~ their - Countrymen,
13

Conftititional - Rules -and Orders; on the

fourtli of the prcfen_t,month,' upon the: mo-

tion of Farl Stanhope, concerning the inter-
ference of Minifters in the JInternal Govern~

‘ment of France; and that it is the firm

conviGion of this Society, -that this Circum-

“fance; when properly detailed; will have a

confiderable effedt in’ convincing the country
at large, -of the true dignity and utility of
that branch. of HIS MAJESTY’s PAR-
LIAMENT.

-« IX. 'That the Thanks »,A'cof; this 1\§eeting' be

11

givén to Earw Sraxmops; for his manly and

Catiiotic conduét during the “prefent Seffion

of Parliament; a conduét: which (unfupport-

ed as it has been in the Senate, of which #E"
s+ {o truly honourable ‘a Member) has, to-

gether with the timely interference: of cer-

tain {pirited and patriotic Affociations, been
neverthelefs  already productive of: the: falu-
tary efféét of- chafing the Heffian and Hano-
verian Mercenaries. from our Coafls; - who,

but for thefe exertions, might have . been

‘marched perhaps, ere this,” into the . very
heart of the Country, together with - others of

to have peopled the
BarRACKS, which every where infult the

- Eyes of Britons. . = :

«’X. That it is the firm Conviction of this

Society-,' that a fteady Perfeverance in the .

fame ‘bold and energetic fentiments which
have latcly been avowed by the Friends of

Preedom cannot fail of crowning with ulti-

mate Triumph, the virtuous Caufe in which

we are engaged, fince whatever may be the

interefted "Opinion of Hereditary Senators, or
packed Majorities of pretended Reprefenta-
tives, Truth and Liberty, in an age fo en-

E

« lightened
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lightened: as -the prefent, muft be Invincible
and Omnipotent.” : :

« This Society having ;:ézlreaa’y dddrue/]éd M.
¢ Margarot, their Delegate, an ADDRESS

¢t JOSEPH GERRALD was ‘read as fol-

« lows, .smd carrzed uﬂammozf/ly

o« To ]OSEPH GERRALD a pnfoner ,

¢¢ Jentenced by the High Court of Fuf-
e ticiary of Scotland to Tranfporta-.
“ tion beyond the .

“ TLEN YEARS' ’

« WE behold in. you, our beloved and re~

fpe&ed friend” and fellow—mtxzen, a Mar-

tyr to the Glorious Caufe of Equal Repre-

fenta'txon, and we cannot pelmlt you to leave
this degraded country without exprefling the
mﬁmie obligations the people at large, and
we in partlcular, owe to you for your very

{pirited exertions in that  caufe upon every

occafion ; - but' wvpon none more confpicu-

“oudly, than during the fitting of the Bri- .
¢ TisH CONVENTION of the PEOPLLE at Edin-
.burgh,

and the confequent. -proceeding (we
will not call 1t mal) at the bar of the Court
of Jufticiary..

¢« We know not. thh mo{’c defelves our

(X4

43

14

(11
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119

13
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;'Mhmmtxon the 1plcnd1d talents with which

you . are. 1o eminently - diftinguithed 3 the ex-

~alted virtues by which they have been direct-
“ ed ; the perfeverance and. undaunted firm-

nes which you fo. nobly difplayed: in’ refifting
the wrongs of your-infulted and epprefled
country 3 -or _your. prefent manly and philo-

: {ophwal iuﬁ‘cung under an ar bmary, and till

2 | | N ¢ of
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of late wmprecedented fentence : a fentence,

one of the moft vindi&ive and cruel that has '

been pronounced fince the days of that mof
infamous and ever fo-be detefled Court of Star

Chamber, the enormous tyranny of which
coft the firft Charles his head.

¢ To you and to your aflociates we feel our-

felves moft deeply indebted. For us it is that
you are fuffering the fentence of tranfporta-

tion with Felons, the vileft outcafts of So-
ciety ! For us it is that you are doomed to the -

inhofpitable fhores of New Holland; where,
‘however, we doubt not you will experience
confiderable alleviation by the remembrance
of that virTuous conpucr for which it is
impofed on you, and by the ﬁncere regard
and efteem of your Fellow Citizens.

« The Equal Laws of this Country have,

¢ for ages pafl, been the boaft of its inhabitants:
But whither are they now fled? We are ani-

mated by the fame fentiments, are daily re-
peating the fame words, and committing the
fame actions for which you are thus mfa-—
mouily" fentenced ; and we will repeat and
commit them until we have obtained redrefs ;

yet we are unpunifhed.! either therefore the

law is Unjuft towards you in’ infli¢ting Pz-

mj/ame;zt on the Exertions of Virtue and T alents,

or it ought not to deprive us of our fhar¢ in
the GLORY of the Martyrdom,

“ We again, therefore, pledge ourfelves to you
and to our country, never to ceafe demand-

ing our Rights from thofe who have ufurped

them, until baving obtained an Equal - Repre-

fentation of the People, we thall be enabled to '

hail you once more with Triumph to your
native country.——We wifh you health and

happmefs ; and be aflured we never, never

E 2 R ihall
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¢ and for his fpirited afertion of their rights.

- ¢¢ their exortions ta obtain juftice for the péoplé
11 . R AU ; R

¢ their fo readily and difintereftedly giving bail

Y

- $¢ of his, as well as feveral .other late trials, and

. €€
11
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ﬂ3all forget your Name, your Virtues, nor YOUR
GreaT ExAaMPLE, A

“ The Lordon Co_rréfp_onding Society.

¢

« JOHN LOVETT, Chairman,
<« THOMAS HARDY, Secretary,
The 14th of April, 1794.” '

€¢It was alfo unanimonfly refolved,

- ¢¢ That the Committee of Correfpondence be

€<
111
¢

¢
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114
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“« VI. To Adam Gillies, Malcolm Lain

¢ dire@led to convey the apprqbationof this So-

ciety---I.° To Archibald Hamilton Rowan,

¢ prifoner in the Newgale of the city of Dublin,

for his unfhaken attachment to the people,

¢ II.-"To John Philpot Curran for his admira-
ble and energetic defence of A. H. Rowan, and
the principles of Liberty, as well as for his
patriotic conduét in Parliament.

¢ 1L, To the Society of ‘United Irithmen in
Dublin, and. to"exhort ‘them 'to 'pcrféverc in

of Ireland. . i
i« IV. To Skirving, Palmer and Muir, fuffers

ing the fame iniguitous fentences, and in the

fame caufe with our Delegates. : ~
«'V,.To John Clark, and Alexander Reid, for

o)

< for ¢ur Delegates, inftigated thereto {olely by

by

any perfonal canfideration.

their attachment to Liberty, uninfluenced by

g, and

James Gibfon;: for ‘their able affiftance” given

¢ to Jofeph ‘Gerrald, at the bar .of the High
¢« Court of Jufticiary at Edinburgh. = =~ -
¢ VIL To felicitate Thomas Walker, of an-

chefter, and the people at large, on the event

¢ o

[ 37 1

¢ on the developement of the infainy of a fyftem |

f¢ of Spies and Informers.

« VIII. To Sir Jofeph Mawbey, for his manly
¢« conduét at the late furreptitious Meeting held
¢ at Epfom in Surrey. ' :

¢¢ Tt was alfo unanimoufly Refolved,
¢« That two hundred thoufand copies of the
- ¢ Proceedings and Refolutions of this Meeting
- ¢ be printed and publithed. |

“« J. LOVETT, Chairman.

RN « T, HARDY, Secretary.
¢« Refolved, A ‘ :
<« That the thanks of this Meeting be given to,

¢ the Chairman, for his manly and impartial

« conduct this day. ‘ |
L « T, HARDY, Secretary.” =

From: a Review of thefe Tranfactions your Com-

* mittee feel it impofiible not to conclude, that the mea-
fures which have been ftated are dircéted to the obje&

of aflembling a Meeting which, under the Name of a
General Convention, may take upon itfelf the Charac-

ter of a General Reprefentative of the People. How:
ever at different periods the term of Parliamentary

Reform may have been employed, it is obvious that
the prefent View of thefe Societies i not intended to
be profecuted by any application to Parliament, but,
on the contrary, by an open attemptto fuperfede the

Houfe of Commons in its Reprefentative Capacity,
. and to aflfume to itfelf all the funétions and powers

of a National Legiflature, | o
This Objeét, as what is really intended ‘to be at-

‘tained by affembling a Convention, appears exprefsly.

and pointedly ftated, even as carly as the 15th of

“April 1793, in the Letter to the United Societies at

Norwich, alrecady referred to; and the fame Letter

fufficiently explains the Policy in confequence of

which, fubfequent to that Period, the Topic of Par-
e ' liamentary

\

==




in Parliament.
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fiamentary Reform has been fiill oftenfibly brought
forward in fome of the Communications which have
been made public.  As a further illuftration of this
obfervation, your Committee think it not immaterial
to remark, that in-a Letter from Margarot, at Edin-
burgh, to' the Sceretary of the Society for: Conflitu-

tional Information, in December 1793, it is particu—

larly recommended to him not to introduce Politics in
his Letter, or at lea/t nothing but'what concerns Re-
Jorm.  Whatever Difguife, however, may have been
employed in an earlier period, feems in the later Pro-
ceedings to have been wholly relinquithed. The Ob-
ject 1s fhll ftated to be a fair and equal Reprefentation
of the People; but a General Convention of the peo-

ple, to be chofen by the Delegates of the different So-

cicties, is propofed for the purpofe of obtaining this
end. © No mention is made of any application to Par-
liament, or of any amendment of the Reprefentation

- The Circular Letter, inferted in a former part of
this Report, recommends forming another Britith Con-~
vention, to be held in a Central Situation moft con-
venient for the whole Hland ; and ftates the appoint-
ment of a Secret Committee for that purpofe. '
The Third Refolution paffed by the Correfponding
‘Society on the 27th of March, and communicated to
the Society for Conftitutional Information, which was

. the foundation of the fubfequent joint Proceedings of

the “Two Societics, ftates the obie&'of the Conven-

tion to be for the purpofe « of fecui'ing themfelves from

future illegal and {candalous profecutions, to prevent
a repetitron of wicked and unjuft Sentences, and to

recall thofe wife and wholefome Laws which have. |
“been wrefted from them.”  Terms which -appear to
your Committee to be material, not {o much on ac-
ccount of their general inflammatory Tendency, as
“becaufe they evidently point at obtaining. a Redrefs

Parlia-

of fuppofed gricvances, not by gpplication to
0 S | | ment,

“[ 39~f5M,

ment, but by Aés of Authority to be exercifed - by

them{elyes. L R | A
The Refolutions afterwards pafled on the 14th of

April, contain open attacks on all the branches of the

¥ . E . sy e . l'_o " . E ;)- )_ " e ‘
Legiflature, and a direct invitation: to, the People to

refift Mcafures then in the Contemplation of the Le-

giflature ; and exprefsly flating that ;’ghé}i 'ough‘teq'ual-;
Iy to be refifted, whether adopted with or without the
Confent of Parhiament. o et

When, in addition to thefe confiderations, the
Committee refle@ on the lcading Circumftances
which they have alveady ftated, of the declared appro-
bation; at an early Period, of the Doé\.tn’ne of ichc Rights
of Man, as ftated in Paine’s Publications ; of the con-

ne@ion and intercourfe with French Societies, and

with thé National Convention; and, of the fublequent
approbatien of the French {yftem ; and confider that
thefe are the ._principles which the p?{omofic;‘s of 4
Convention evidently make the foundation of all their
Proceedings ; they are iatisfied that the deﬁgn now
openly pr‘afeﬂ}id and a&ted upon, d}?’l‘i at Wnoﬁhmg lefs
than what is flated in his Majefty's Meiflage, and
muft be confidered as a Traitorous Confpiracy for the
Subverfion of the eftablithed Laws and Confiitution,
and the mtroduction of that {yftem of Anarchy and
Confufion which has fatally prevailed in }"ran'ce.

There fiill remains two points connected with what
has been already ftated, which your Commuttee have
not -yet had the opportunity oi*'mveﬁlga’m'lg as.ful}y
as they wifh, but which appear too mmportant to ‘be
wholly pafled over. R R

It appears to your Committee, that m fome of the
Societies referred to Propofals have been fcce_wed,_ 31}4
that Meafures have recently been taken for. providing
Arms to be diftributed among. the Members of the
Societies. . \

It alfo appears, from fuch information as your Com-

mittee have hitherto had the opportunity of r‘cccw]m%,
that fince the apprehenfion. of the perfons in whofe
| | ' ‘ ' | cufiody
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C“ﬁ"dy the papérs were found which have been i

~ferred to your- Committee, there have been feveral

meetings of the Societies in difterent parts of the Me-
tropolis ; that the defigns which were before enter<
tained have been by no means abandoned ; and that,
on the contrary, there have been fome indications of
a difpofition to concert means for forcibly refifting fucl

" meafures as may be taken for defeating their accom-

plithment, or for bringing the authors and abettors of
them to juftice. ; T
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