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A LETTER to the Commiffioners and
Truftees for improving FISHERIE s and
MANUFA,CT'UR.ES;V ' '

GENTLEMEN, -

D O in Truth— what all preténd, and moft
Men believe they dos I love my Country.
—This Difpofition has moved me to do,
what every. Man oxght to do, to give Atten-

" tion to its Intereft, and to endeavour to promote:

its Good.  But, as my poor Endeavours have not
been blefled with the withed for Succefs, my At-
tention has, for many Years paft, ferved only to
fill my Mind with gloomy, ill-boding Thoughts,
as it at prefent lays me under the deepeft Concern,
from a thorough Convition, that the Ruin of

A what

- _ PN . .

N A

SR

S i o e

TR



. . -
e B i SN e T s T T T I
- 1

)
et e

! e or e s v < ot

. [ 2 l

What I with beft to is: unavoidable, ‘unlefs kind
" Providence by Miracle interpofe, -or, (what is
next to a Miracle in this (degenerate Age), unlefs
the People are brought, in {pite of inveterate Pre-
judices, to krow and o purfue their real Interefts.

‘Miracles in our favours, though Miracles were

 more rife than they are oenerally thought to be,

~our Worthle[snefs forbids us to expect 3 ———and the
rooted Prejudices, the grofs Ignorance, and the fu-
pid Indifference that have Poffeflion of the Minds

of the People, render the Hopes of bringing them -

to ﬁze and to do their Duty almoft defperate. —Buit

as two Things are capable of certain and very ob-.
vious Demontftration 3 the one,—Zhat their imme-

diate Ruin is unavoidable, unlefs they alter their
Courfe; and the otheriu—T hat it is abjolutely in
theirPower, by changing their Conduit,, to avoid
Defpruition, and Jave this Nation s — 1 cannot reft
fatisfied that I have done what my Duty and my
 AffeGtion to my Country requires, until I have
~ expofed to their Eye thofe two Pronofitionsin that
Sortof Light, and with that Degree of Evidence

~* which ought to bring Convi&tien, and muftrender
© them inexcufable, as well as defpzm&le,-—-—unlefs they

. a&uponlt AT '
It is for this Reafon, Gentlemen, that T put

Pen to Paper, ‘and take the Liberty to addrefs
what I write to yous; not by way of Inﬁ:rué’tlon,

“as you know the Cncumﬁances of the Nauon. )

much Better than T do; but by way of Appeal to
your Knowledge and Experlence for the Truth

- of what I write, ———You, Gentlemen, areof no
* Pirty, or Faéion, in thofe Polmcks which un-
happx]y dwlde the Kmordom you, have long

- I | laboured :

[3]

\ laboured fot the Good of your Country in the moft

generous and difinterefted Manrier 3 you have for

- many Years beftowed your Time, and employed

yout- Indu{’cry, in" cherifhing our Infam‘ Manufa-

-&ures, without Fee or Reward other 'than the
Batisfaction of doing good — you have, Wwith

Pleafure, feen them rife to a Pitch that promifed

Deliverdnce from Poverty ;. you know, that the

' Valde of the’ Linen framped for Sale, from the

Time you began-to act till laft November, exceed-
ed L. 2,700,000, — But, alas ! you know alfo,
that this gay, this pleafing Profpe& is on the

‘Point of difappearing; — you know,  the Funds

have failed, and that there is not Mohey where-
with to’ pay the Annuity due laft Midfummer

‘you know, there is a full Stop put to the Payment
of Premiums, and Salaries to Officers; and you
know the wunavoidable Confequenceé,~—That the

whole Syl’cem muft fink, and the- Manufa&ure ;

fall to its priftine Difcr edlt when the Encourage-
“ment and Means of Inftru&ion to do well, and

the Guards and Checks againft doing 1ll, are
withdrawn. But, what is fill more material to
my prefent Purpofe, you know the Source from
which this Evil {pringss you faw, with Grief,

the extravagant Ule of zmcuﬁomea’ Tea and szrm |

‘begin,—and forefaw the Deftruction that muft

inevitably enfue to the Country, as well as to the
Revenues and Manufactures 3 your annual Reporss
to his Majefty, for many Years back, have taken
notice of this dangerous Circumitance, and fore-

- told the Mifchief you forq[aw — The Event has
Jjuftified your Prediftion s — and 'that Predistion,
- Were there no other EV1clence, is fufficient to fatif:
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fy any one to what Caufe our Complaints are owing, -

—You, therefore, Gentlemen, are the moft pro-

per Witneffes to appeal to on this Occafion 3 and,

- 1f what T affirm thall'be confirmed by your Appro-

bation,— it muft become the Belief of the Péople, |
How far that Belief will difpofe them to a&, and
‘whether there is fo much common Senfe and Re--

gard to their Country left in their Minds 3s fhall
induce them to do, what is eafily in their Power,
to prevent the undoing of themfelves and of the
Publick, is what I intend to try by publithing this
Letter. = Lo S
To trace the Difeafe, under which we at prefent
labour, to its Source, we muft look back to the
Union of the Kingdoms. The Treaty for. that U-
nion was carried on and concluded much againft

the Inclinations of the Generality of the People of

Scotland 5 and the only popular Topick produced

for rendering it palatable, was the great'Advan-

tage that muft accrue to Scotland from the Commu-
- wication of Trade, to which by the Union it was to
be admitted: This Confideration was furely
weighty 5 and, had the People honeftly made ufe
~of that Privilege to which they were invited, the
Complaints, under which we now fuffer, would
not have had a Being,  But, unfortunately,” the

Peaple took the moft mifchievous of all Turns:

- In place of purfuing fair Trade, they univerfally,
with the Exception . of Glafgow, Aberdeens and

- one or two Places more, took to Smuggling ; their
- {mall Stocks they invefted in Goods that bore bz;gé
. Duties, and, under the Yavour of running thofe fe.
curely: on our wide and ill-guarded Coafts, théj}
flattered themfelves they thould foon grow ‘

pro-

b

~ their own Officers.

rich,

L5 1

- profiting at leatt of the high Duty, which by run. -

ping they were to fave. . Lo
~Though this Scheme proved deftruétive to al-:
motft every Adventurer who entered upon it,
though it was bottomed on Fraud and Difhonetty,

~and though it evidently tended to what it has
. vety near accomplithed, the total Ruin of the

Country ; yet fo blind, or rather perverfe, were
the People, ‘that they without Hefitation, and al-

‘moft. without Exception, gave into it. — The

Smuggler was the Favourite.-— His prohibited or
high Duty Goods were run athore by the Boazs of
whatever Part of the Coaft he came neary when
afhore, they were guarded by the' Country from
the. Cuftomhoufe-officer 5 if feized, they were
refcued ; —and if any Seizure was returned and
tried, the Fauries feldom failed to find for the De-
fendant. "Thefe Circumftances gave the Rumning
‘Trade the Appearance of abfolute Security; and
have {o thoroughly deftroyed the Revenue, that the. -
Cuftoms are hardly able to pay the Salaries of

- Gain expected was the 7 emptation that drew the

“T'raders into this villanous Proje&t 5 and a Dijflike

to the Union, an /] Opinion conceived of the firft

- Sett of Cuftomhoufe-officers that were fent down

hither, an Unwillingne/s to favour the Revenue, on
a Suppofal that the Money thence arifing was to
be remitted to England, and Partiality to their un-
happy Countrymen who were dipt in this Trade,

~ together with fmall Bounties and Prefents recei.

ple in, to favour them. ‘

ved from,the Smuggler, drew the Bulk of the Peo.

When the Smuggler -runs Goods that do st
interfere with the #ative Produce of the Country,
o ‘ | | | he
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he hurts the Revenue onlyy but when he imports
Merchandize of any kind that preveits the Cons

Jumption of home: Commodities, unlefs fuch Com-
‘modity can draw-‘the Value at a foreign Mar-

ke, it s ev1dent, t‘har befides robbmg the Reves
* nue, he wrongs his F ellowafubje& juft fomuch as the

hHome Commodlty lofes of its Price, by leflening the
Pemand for it. - In addition to this, if the foreign
Commodity'is taken from g Country that does not
receive egial' Valne of our Goods in Lxchange, the
Dlﬁ"erence comes neceffarily to be paid in Bullion,

-~ ThisRefle&tion, however obvxous, was either not
) made, or not attended to; For, from the Com-
mencement of the Union to this Day, the fimug-
gling thofe Sorts of Goods, which interfere, the g/t -

Jenfibly, with the Confumption of oxr own, and
“which are for the greateft Part ‘purchafed in Ex-
change for Bullzm, has been perfifted in, -and en-
couraged to that Degree, that our own have funk

~above one third in their Value ; ; and there is hard-

ly a Penny of Coin left, — the Smuggling of many
Years having bartered almoft all of iz, againtt thofe
foreign Commodmes that have ﬁmie the Value of
“our own.

For twenty Yeai S after the Umon this lechmf
continued, without being very fenﬁbly felt. — By

much the greaszyi Part of the Wine brought into

the Out-ports paid’ no Duty, — and nome paid
hloher than the Spanifh; —-—Brandy in vaft Quanti-

ties was imported without paying any: Andby thofe
Means the Confumption of Beer and Ale was in -

Jome Degree impaired, and the Ufe of héme-made
Spirits almoft univerfally laid afide. — But as the

Price of Wme never came fo low as to brma it

' w1t111n

——

[7]

wuhm the Reach of the Populaces as . the Vice of
Punch-drinking had not prevailed over.the meaner
Sort, . who were accuftomed to no better Liquor
than Tvvopenny s and as the more pernicions Pra.

. &tice of Tea-drinking was confined to what may be

called People- of Condition: our Grain fill bore
fome Price, becaufe the Confumption of Male-li -
quor was confiderable.—The Excife; though low- =
er than it had formerly been,. produced: Sums. fit -
to anfwer the Expence of the Civil Government; -
and fuch Cities and Towns as had an Impoft on
Beer and Ale grantegl to them, found no ca}y‘ider-' E
able Diminution of their Revenues, - .

- But when the opening a Trade with the Eajﬁ
Indies, firft at Offend, and afterwards in Sweden,
brought the Price of Tea in the Northern Parts

- of Europe {o low, that the meaneft labourmg Man

»could compals the Purchafe of it; when the
Connection which the Dealers in this Country had
with many Scotfien in the Service of the Swedifh
Company at Goztenburg, introduced the common
Ufe of that Drag amongift the lowef of the Peoples
—when Sugar the infeparable Companion of Zea,

- came to be in the Poffeffion -of - the very pooreft

~ Houfewife, where formerly it had been a great
Rarity,—and thereby was a band, to mix with
Water and Brandy, or Rum —and when Tea and
Pusich became thus the Diet .and Deébauch of all the
Beer and Ale Drinkers, the Effeéts were very

Juddenly and very feverely felt.—The Excife funkin

proportion as thefe Abufes grew 3 the Malt-duty
kept Pace with it; the Impoﬁs in Cmes and Towns
fell il lower, as thefe Vices prevailed more in.
Towns than in the open Country --—-Graln ylelded L

_ Do
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" fio Price : and, at prefent, the xnclan_é;holy Expeffs'
~“ence of every Man informs him, that thereis no
'Bullion left in the Country, at leaft none in pros

portion to what was fome Years ago.

Our Exportation to France hardly pays for the
‘Wine which the Palatés. of the Better Sort of Peo=
- ple muft be pleafed with from thence; our’Ex+ -}
" ports to Holland come far fhort at prefent of pay=- |}
~Ing for the Flax we import from that Country 4. §
- and, - fince the Herring-fithery on’our Coafts'has- -
oive ‘the

failed, we have not Commodities to g
Szoedes- in exchange for the Iron and “Fimiber
which we muft have from them.——Howth
muft the Brandy we have from France direétlyy;
by the way of Hilland?- how muft the Tea we
have' from Holland and Gottenburg be paid ‘for ?

- Why, furely, either in Bullion, or what-from oz
- ther Markets would fetch this Country Bullion.

- —And if any Man will but recolle€t how many, or

“rather how few Crown or Half-crown Pieces he

has met with for fome Years paft, and confider

how induftrioufly they have been' picked up by

‘the Smuggler, he can be under no ,Di\Hi‘éu'lty‘td
account for the Caufe of the Scarcity of our Coint.

- 'The Purchafe of foreign Spirits before the  £= -

-pidemical Difeale of Tea-drinking, coft the Nation
annually a very confiderable Sum, which would
have been long ere now fenfibly felt in the Di-
“minution of our Specie, had it net been for feves
ral Accidents, that brought or kept Money in the

Country.—The unnatural Rebellion that broke
out'in the Year 1415, was the Caufe of large.

Remittances for the Support of the Army, which

then was fent; ‘and for fome time Kept in Scotland;

o1

, t‘hé Attemlétr of Spain on the Highlands in 17 i9; o

produced the. like Effect; the Purchafe of the
forfeited - Eftates by the 2ork-building Company, -
brought us confiderable Sums from England; and
the expenfive, Undertakings of that Company.in .
‘Woods; Iron-works and Mines, kept at leaft the-
Rents  of; all ,the Eftates they had- purchafed at. .
home, if they did not draw further Sums from. .
England,. - Thefe Circumftances, not to mention
the. different Supplies we have had at different.
Times, by the Return of - fome of our Country-

men with Fortunes picked. up by their Induftry.

in foreign, Parts, prevented -for fome -time: our. -

feeling the Effects of Smuggling.—But fince the:

ruinous Expence of Z¢a came to be added to that
of foreign Spirits, and the Wafbe of Bullion thereby.
occafioned,; has not for feyeral Years been fupport-

| o by fuch contingent Supplies, -we feel the Sore.

with a Pengeance 5. and now to-our Sorrow and
Confufion. fee, that our. Coiz, and with it our

Trade and.Credit, are gone; and that our criminal,

Indulgence. to;the Smuggler has been the Caufe of -

| thefe Misfortunes, - ..’

mate of. the.Quantity: of- Tea and foreign. Spirits
imported, .and madeufe of by fiich as ought to'be
fatisfied, with- the Produét of their own Country s
but it falls within every one’s Obfervation, that.
the. Ufe of T¢a has defcerided to Hundreds, for eve-
ry one. that drank it fifteen Years ago 5 and that

 foreign Spirits, plain, or made into Punch, are be-

come the Entertainment of every one who cannot .
come’ at Wine. Thefe Liquors muft neceffarily

| fupply the Place of fome other Liquor formerly . -

ac‘-_»

the
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accnf’comed and if any one will but compare the
prefens: Amount of the Excife and Malt with what
‘thofe Duties produced farmerly, and confider the
- Decreafé'in the: Brewery,——he muft neceflarily
charge that Decréafe-to: the -Account of Fés and
Soreign Spirits, —and conclude, that the Fea and
- Spirit drmkmg is- bzgh ‘in propox tlon as the Br‘ew~
eryisow. - ‘

- For Example, i the Impaﬂ of two- Penmes on |

- the“Pint} - in- Edzn&urgb produced L. 383 per
annins ata Mediuin of five Years before Midfium-
mer 1728 5 and’ if the- yearly Prodice ‘has been
- but’L: 4905 ata Meditin of five Yéars preceeding;

Jaft Midfummer 3, ‘and:ifithe: Number of Inhabi-: |
tants ‘has been nearly theé fame in°both Periodss |
can- it‘be'a Doubt wmh any one who'knows ‘that

Ted is become thie cominion Breakfaft: of Bluegotons
and‘the Fiffcarriers of: Mzﬂel&m’gb‘ “and: that
Foctrienand Porters get drunk “over: Pwich, as
frecly; and’ abmoft. as cls)eap, ‘as’ theyc formerlyf *dxd
-over - Twopenny,—thit the Decay - of -the* Brewery

15 zmmmﬁ’ s and “thiat: the® Canfe ofiit is'#be Uk of 11}

Teaand Spirits ? —This; however;’is the unlucky

Cafe of: the City of Edméurgb ¥ ‘and the Cafe of.

_every other Town that has’ had'the like Grant;
Wlu by their Books appear to be nzarlythe fame.

If it miuft then be admitted, that Tea and Spirits |
vprevent the: Confump'cldn of our'own Malt-lzguors, R
. can- it require an- Argument to prove, that this

} mni’c premm‘ the Sale and Zawer the Prlce of our

confumed at home, mu{’c ly on’ the Propnetors
Hands, “and perifb;-if- there'is'no Deimand from a-

»‘broad ? And does'not: every body: know, that we |

have
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* have no Demand from-abroad, except when their

Crops mifcarry?, which ieldom happens but when
ours are deficient alfo, If any one doubt of this,

- I thould be glad to know from him, what is the
~ Caufe of the prefent Zaw Przce, or rather #o. Przce,

for Grain, = - )

- Without fpendmg more- Words on provmcr a

Propoﬁtxon fo very plain, - as that preventing the

- Confumptlon of our Grain, Zowers its Value, I {hall

proceed to another, equally ceftain, though not fo
obvious, or focommonly attended to; and that is,
That by much the greateft Part of the landed In-
tereft: of this Nation, perhaps. nine tenth- -parts of
the. whole, fuﬁ'ers cruelly by the Abufe 1. am cof-
ﬁderlng L

It will be: admltted — that the Rmt: of Lands
in Scotland arife generally from Grain, and that
they are paid, partly in &ind, and partly in Money:
If the Rent is payable in Grain, the Redu&ion
directly affe@s the Landlord: If his Boll, which
laft Year brought L.6, brings this Year no more
than L.4, he lofes one third of his Income; and
the Farmer, who pays him - that Rent, lofes. in
proportion on every- Boll that he can afford to
carry to-the Market —On the other hand, if the

Rent is payable in Mozzey, ‘the Lofs affeéts the .

Farmer in the fir/? place 5 but, if he conditioned
to pay Money-rent, on the Suppoﬁnon that the
Boll was to be worth L.6, it is manifeft he muft
foon fail 5 —the Landlord cannot hope to recover -
Payment, or, when the Leafe is broke, to find
another Tenant who will {ake a: Leafe at the fzzme 3
Rent , |
Hard then muﬁ be the Cafe of the Landlord
B 2 : and |
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and miferable that of the Tenant, Tt is a melan-
choly, but a well known Truth, that few landed
Gentlemen can boaft of being altogether free- of

Debt; -and it isalfo true, that the Turn of the
‘greateft Part of them is to ive up to their Fortunes: ||
Now;, if their ‘Income fhall be reduced one third, -

_ they mutt either farve, (for {o they will call re-
* trenching their Living); or the Creditor muft ffarves -

and he again, to prevent-that Calamity, muft

* call the Law to his Affiftances Procefs muft iffue,
Sails muft be crowded, Lands muft be fequefirated,
“Eftates muft be fo/dat lefs than the Value, ‘becaufe

there is no Money 3 and the Children of Families

* which have fubfifted with fome Refpeét for Ages,
muft become a Load on the Charity of their

Friends, if any fuch are left able to fupport them,

‘or muft be turned adrift into the wide World, to

look for Bread the beft way they can. = And as

for the Tenant, whofe Condition is at this Day,

generally fpeaking, ‘very poor, the Reduction of

his Income is ‘attended with smmediate Beggary s -

upon Failure of Payment of Rent, his Leafe is

- forfeited, hisGoodsare, taken in Execution, friend- |
“lefs and helplefs he muft wander frem Door to. {i-*

Door, leading perhaps an Infant-family, which
muft perifh for want, if not fupplied by the Cha-
rity of Neighbours, who in the general Diftrefs

- will be little able to afford Affiftance. -
~ "T'he other pernicious Confequences of Smuggling
- affeé the landed Gentleman and Farmer in common - |

only with the Bulk of the People. Is Coiz fb fsarce that

* we cannot go to Market?' that Sore muft be felt by
everyone. Is Credit fo low, and Trade fo dead,

shat no Hopes are left of bettering our Condition 2

—the |
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. w—the Profpeét muft be equally difagreeable to
all; — Are our Manufactures; which at prefent
feem to be our only Refource, to perifh, becaufe -

~the Revenues cannot afford the Monies deftined
~-to fupport them? Are our numerous Poor to re-

‘main unemployed ? Muft our excellent Workmen,

‘thoroughly bred to the Loom, ftarve? or muft

.they for Bread abandon their native Country, and
add to the Stock of Artifts in a neighbouring one,

at prefent our Rivals in that Bufinefs;,” and there-

. by give #hat Country an Advantage never to.be re-

o ., ; . . Lo —~ LoE
covered by ours 2° And s this laft Circumftance to

happen, 1nall Probability, ‘within the Compafs of
a Twelvemonth ? — Thofe Reflexions are very

bitters but they pierce, or ought to pierce, the
. Heart of every Scotfman alike. | |

But.it is far otherwife with refpc& to the,Art;i__élé_
now under Confideration, ‘the reducing the Va-
lue of Grain. 'To the poorer Sort,. efpecially. to

fuch as love to'be 7dle, it 1s confidered asa Bleflings .
| and to the People in general it is furely a-Conveni-

ence ; but to the landed Gentleman and Farmer,

it is certain Deftruétion.— Fard, therefore, s their

Cafe, who fhare in common with their Fellow-{ub-

 jets the other Calamities that attend Smuggling; and

are over and above curfed with this Plague, which

- muft foon put an End to them.

" Hard however as it is, -they certaihiy Jefeﬁz}e \né'
Pity, and cannot expelt to meet with any, if
the “Diftrefs which is juf approaching, fhall reach

| them.  Pity theydo not deferve, becaufe by their
- own A& they have pulled, and are daily. pulling

this Mifchief on zhemfelves 5 and Pity they have

. no Reafon to look for, if the Evil fhall continue,

 be-
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" becaufe it is undenlably in, their own Power,- and

in their Power only, as Thmgs at prefent i’cand to
‘prevent it. :
It isa
- who knows any;thing of Scotland, that the Grounds
which produce Corn, ly alongft the Coalls ; —that
the Midland fhews moftly barren Muirs and bleak
‘Mountains, yielding-only coarfe Pature for low-
fized Cattlé; that the Land is every where fo cut
by Friths and Inlets of the Sea, that nine tenths

of the Corns produced in the whale Country grow
on an. Edging within five Miles of the Coafls.of

the Sca, or of the Banks of Rlvers, {o far as. they
are navigable. . .-

Now, if this fhall be admltted to be the Cafe,
“and if it is at the fame time true, that Smuggling
~ has Been nurfed.up, and ‘brought to its prefent

- Perfection, by the Inhabitants of this:Corzn-growing

Country, and. that it cannot fubfift one Moment
without their Countenance and . Prote&ion 3 ‘the

“Mifery zhey have brought upon themfelves cannot.

lay Claim to the Compaffion of any Man, — but

ona Suppofition that they acted ignorantly, with-

out being aware of the Mifchief they were bring-
ing on their Conntry and: on themfelves :- And ify
‘after the Admonition they now receive,. they ﬂlall

proceed in the fame wicked, aswell as foolifb Courfe 5

or fball #ot, on the contrary, exert the Power Wthh
their - Sltumon and .Circumftances put in their
Hands of retrieving their Commtr vy and zhemfelves
from Ruin; and . thereby repairing in fome De-
gree the Wrongs they have done to.both 3 — thé -

Commpt the Curfes -of  their. Country, - ‘muft be

their Lot 3 — and, in plaqe of ‘Compaffion from
. , . Men,

C1rcum{’cance well known to every one

‘Cuftomhoufe 3

[ 15 ik
Men, they' will have juft-Catife to look for Ven-
geam'e from the Supreme Ruler of the Univerfe.”
“Wide and  ill-guarded as the Coafts of Scotland
are, the Rupning Trade could never have fucceeded
without the Afiiftance ofi'the Inhabitants of' the

- Sea-coaft, —The Smuggleif muft have Boats to lay

his goods on' Land'; — he muft have Carnges to
trasnfport ‘them by Land "he’ muﬁ have Cover to

thelter - them in, ‘until Carrmges are provided 3 he

muft be poffeffed of the: favounrable Difpofition of
the . People, to: fecure againft. Informations to the
‘nay, he muft be confident’ of then‘
Powerr to prote&: ‘his Goods- from Seizure; ‘ot ‘to

refene them, if by Accideiit they thould be feized.

—Al" thefe Aids are mdz[zﬁmjézély neceflary, and

~ yetall thefe' Aids the Felony who has been ﬂzztrder-

mg his Country,” ha$ hitherto had.
- Boatsy it the- Weather perniit,’ the sztggler is

‘a:bfolutely' fure of. ‘3'}7yvhatever Part of the Coaft he-

touch at. “Out Fithermeny every body knows, have
for the moft part left off their proper Bufinefs, and
dedicated thieir Time and Iﬂdzﬁry to the Aﬁﬁance
of the Runner 5 inv fo-much that our Markets “are
far from' being’ fo - well fupplied with frefh Fifh

 a§ heretofore.—And the Quiantities caughtand cu-

red for Exportation,- come-fat -thort of what the
Coaft-Fifliing: formerly produced —Which is. gn-
‘other Branch of ' the numeérous Loffes Wlth whmh |
thls abeminable Pradtice is attended. - LA T

. When his Goods-are laid on Land all Hands

i are-at Work for his Service ; Cattle and Camages

areready s ‘every Farm-houfe, every Cottage 1s
open for their Reception, <~ Giving the leaft Tn-
formation-te the Cuﬁomhoufe 1s, in the Opm1on

ST ‘ . . f Of"
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of the People, braided ‘with Infamy - And if any. || Serfvants, Smuggling could: keep its Ground in
loofe; Information -fhall; direét the Oﬂicers to & Scotland ; becaufe in Englcmd where. the Runner
Seatchy. the: Country is:in' Arms, and nothing lefs “does not meet with ‘the fame Countenance; we
than a Detachment of ‘régular ‘T'roops: can. protect: hear of great Bands of armed Smugglers travelling -
alongft. with their Goods, -and even fighting

i e e e oy e S
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the Officer in his Search,  or fetch the Goods to‘ e |

the Cuftomhoufe, ‘when felzed

. 'This monftrous, this unnatural, Encouragement, -
‘received from that. Set of Men whom .of all o+
thers | Smuggling hurts in- the moft tender Part, is.
the fole Support of it: ~ Withdrdw: but the Affi-: -

' ftance of #hofe whofe: Fortunes depends on the 7a-
bie.of Grain, and-the Cu{’comhouie muit prove too:
~ hard for the Rumner.. But fuch is the Power of

Prejudice, fach is our Blmdnefs, or rather fupid,

Infenfibility, that, though no one can contradict,.
or.indeed dlﬂ'emble the: Knowledge of any of the
Cucum{’cances that, have been-ftated s yet, Gentles.

men-and Farmers go.on.in the ufpal Train, — che-
rithing'and: huggmov in_their Bofom the Smuggler, |

that: Leecb that l1ves by fuckmg thelr Hmrt’

‘ BZood |
But what ma.kes the mofc rzdzculous F 1oure m ‘

all this Matter, is the Sillinefs of. the Temptatlon
that prevails’ with them, fo notorioufly; to give

up their own Interefts;. and:thofe of -their Coun-

try ; which, befides the Prejudices already ftated,

amounts to no more than this, That the Gentle= -

man has Rum and Brandy, and"his.Lady ‘Tea

and Coffee, at very reafonable Rates,: and the Far-

mer has {mall Prefents of thefe premous Drugs
- made him.
‘Let no Man be fo abfurd as to, 1mag1ne, that,

without thxs Countenarnce from the Proprictors of

Lands on . the Coa{’cs, and thexr Tenants , and
Ser-

pitched Battles with the Officers, and their Af=
fiftants the Troops : For the Cafe of the Runner
is very different in the different Countriess
In England, where the Goods run are'a Trifle; .
compared with the regular Importation, the Smug-
gler fells his Goods af -or near the Prices which
Goods that have paid the Duty draw. Thus he’
profits of the whole Duty, and can very well af>
ford to pay extraordinary Hire for Carriages; and
to have a Gang of Brave’s in Pay, to fecure hxm.

| “againft’ Oﬁcers and their Affiftants.

But, in Scotland, every body knows the Mattet‘ |
frands quite otherwife. The Smuggling Trade is

much overdone. The: Fac1l1ty of running has invic
~ ted every petzy Dealer to try it. No foreign Spirits-

are, and no. Tea can be reoularly 1mported into

| this Country.— In place of drawing a Price equal

to the prime ‘Coft and Charges, with" the Addi-
tion of the Duty, the Smuggler is obliged fre-

'quently to" fell ‘the Goods cheaper than they coft

him; which is the Caufe -of the numberlefs

I Bafzkmptczes that every Day happen amongft that
* Gang.—Under thefe Circumftances, the Running

Trade cannot fupport the: Apparatus, or bear: the

- Expence that is neceffary to make it fuccefsful in

England; and if you déprive it of the Encourage-

| ment it has from the #//-fased Country, the Coun-
o try muft foon be delivered from that Curfe. = e
On this Occaﬁon it may not be improper o ob-

4 ferve,
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ferve, that if Running were to be attended with
the fame Expence in Scotland as it is in England,
~one of my capital Objections to it would ceafe. It

would.indeed 70 the Revenue of a Trifle, and it -
would drain the Country of fome Money 3 but it

would not deffroy thé Value of our Grain’y becaufe
the Smuggler could not afford to fell it /o cheap, as
to invite the very pooreft of the People to become
Purchafers 3, and confequently it would not pre-
; Sgnt‘,flhe Ufe of - Malt-lignor, as it does at this

tenfive Mifchief, by the joint Refolution and A&i-
on of the Gentlemen whofe 4/ depends upon
oppofing it. Should they roufe themfelves from
the Lethargy that poffefles them, and do’ what is

- manifeftly in their Power, - prevent the running of

Goods without paying Duty; the Confequence

awhere(jf muft neceffarily be;- that foreign- Spirits -
- and Tea could not be fold without adding the Duty

to the prime Coft-and Charges ; it is my fixed Opi-
nion, the Complaint would ceafe : - For the loweft

~Clafs of the People, who run upon thofe Com-

modities, becaufe .they can . afford to ‘purchafe
them, behoved then to return to their former
Diet, becaufe, at.the advanced Price, they could
not 3 and the better fort, who are fo made to them b
‘Cuitom, that they cannot #hink of difperiﬁng’With
‘the Ufe of them, may ftill enjoy what they are
fond of, as freely and as cheap as they did before
the exceflive Confumption of thefe Goods began ;
becaufe they can afford to pay the Duty, - -
~ Should the Proprietors of Lands on’the: Coaft;
R ' T moved

I
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- moved by their Intereft, and by Regard to heir
~ Country, come feriouily to a Refolution of exert-

ing themfelves to prevent the Deftruétion of 4oth,

‘that Vermin the Smuggler would no longer over-

run us. - Every one knows the Power which Gen-
tlemen have over their Fi/bermen ; —who general-
ly hold their Hits, their Acres and their Boats,

| ‘by no other Tenure than the Mafter’s Good-will-

and Pleafure : — And no one doubts of the great
Authority they have over. their Tenants ; — if the

Cafe, he muft not difoblige the Landlord; and

though he have, the Term is commonly fo thort,

(which in other Refpes is unfortunate), that he
muit not rifk the giving Offence. A Signification,
that no Leafe thould be renewed to any one who

~affifted a Smuggler, with Conditions in Leafes to be
~ hereafter: granted, — That affifting the Smuggler

thould forfeit the Leafe, muft quickly,determine

-the Farmer to alter-his Conduét, and thereby put -

an End to the deftrutive Traffick. =
~ The Redfon why I mention the Authority Ma-

fters have over their Fifbermen and Tenants, isto

thew, that though- thofe laft fhould prove relu-

drunk very cheap it is neverthelefs in the Power
of the Mafters, whofe Eyes will, I hope, by what
I write, be opened, and turned to the true Interefts

pulfion will for any Tra& of Time be meceffary

fince T am well fatisfied, that, if due Care is take’ln, N -
- " the

r : ‘ ;,CZ

R A .. .l ‘Tenant has #o Leafe, which in many Places is the
B “And this Refle&tion is the Foundation of the | = ¢ ) ’
- Hopes 1 entertain of fecing an End put to this ex--

-

' &ant, and fill retain’ a hankering to ‘that fort of
- Commerce, which has long been in fathion, and -
which has furnifhed them with Means of getting

| of their Country, to compel them to do what is fo
manifeftly for their own. Not that I think Com--
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‘the Farmer’s Eyes may be alfa opened, and hebe
~determined by Intereft to fave the Country from

Many of the Gentlemen, whofe Eﬁa"tes‘ ly near

the Coaft, have JurifdiCtion patrimoninl; they
are Barons, Moft of them are in the Commiffion of

~ the Peace; and have thereby, not only Authority
~ to fecond their honeft Intentions, by putting the
- Laws in Execution, but alfo frequent Opportun;-

#es of aflembling and confulting together, at Quar-
ter-feffions, Head Courts, and Meetings for levying

~ the Supply.— All of them, I dare fay, love their

- Country, and it is their prefent Opinion, that they

- would rifk their Lsves for its Defence; they have -
had Education, they have Knowledge, and they
can fee what their Dusy to their Country, and what

their own Intereft requires : Should they, happily

for this poor Country, think on, the dangerous .

Way weare in, asI do ;- thould they come to fa-
lutary Refolutions in their re/peizive. Counties and
Diftricts to oppofe the Smugglers thould the Gen-
tlemen of different Diftricts alongft the Coaft,

- maintain a Correfpondence on this Subject witheach .
other 3 and fhiould the Opinion of the Gentlemen
- become alfo the Opinion of the Farmer, which with

- a little Time muft neceffarily be the Cafes no Man

who knows-any thing of this Country will doubt
that the Smuggler muft betake himfelf to-fome o-
ther Bufinefs. SRS

- If the Smuggler can’n‘bt‘depend on havmg Boats

. to receive his Goods from the bovering Veflel 5—
- 1f he can hope for no Shelter to- cover them when

landed; if he is to have no Prozeiion or Affiftance

- from the Farmer, but, on the contrary, is to look

' upon

5\ B it
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upoﬁ ‘every Farmer as an Informer, andasan Af

fiftant to ‘the/Officer, he muft be very mad indeed
if he perfift in rumming. S

~For though the Caft of Janded Gent}emcﬁ é:m
not extend itfelf to the Ports of Royal Boroughs,

“yet, if -they exert themfelves within . their refpe-
- &ive Eftates, the Cafe of the Runner.muft bede-
{fperate.—Every one who is in any Degree acquaint-
. ed-with this Subjeé, knows, that in Fact little or
 nothing is run in the Ports belonging to Boroughsy
" —thofe Ports are generally guarded by Officers, -
who. have the Affiftance. of Troops. = Ships, *tis .

true, loaded with probibited Goods, are frequently
forced into thefe Ports, when ftormy Weather or
other crofs Accidents prevent their running their
Cargoes at Sea.—But, in Port, they always have.

Officers on board, whé prevent running.to any

confiderable Value; —and when they fail for the -

foreign Port to which they presend they are bound,

their Bufinefs is, to meet by Appointment with

Boats on fome convenient Part of the Coa.fc‘,: to
eafe them of their Loading s — but not to put into.
the Port of any Borough, until they are light, and

" have lodged their Goods fecurely in the neighbour-

ing Country, from thence to be brought with Con-
venience to Boroughs, or any where elfe. — So

that if the JandedGentlemen prevent running where -
their Power to do fo isunqueftionable, there feems. -

to be little Danger of running within the Liberties

. of Boroughs. =~ N
~ And if the Affiftance of the State of Boroughs,

to curb this wafting Evil, were neceflary, there
" feems to be no doubt of obtaining their hearty -

‘Concurrences; as they are fkilled in Trade, and well

. ags
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“from his Pratice were Severely and wniverfally felt,
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| 'acquainte_d with the Difeafe, of which the greateft-
- “Part of them are very near expiring.—They have,

feveral Years ago, taken the Matter under their
Coniideration, and have’ given each other the

Atrongeft Exbortations to refift the Mifchief. But-
. as they were not then feconded by the landed
-Gentlemen, whofe Intereft is more deeply con-
- cerned- even than theirs,  their Intreaties failed of
~ the hoped for Fruits.—However, as the Letter of
 the 3d of September 1736, addrefled to the feve-
- ral Cities and Towns of the Nation by the annual
Committee of the General Convention of Royal Bo-
roughs, thews fully their Senfe of the Matter, and.

may be of Service to convince thofe who may be
-difpofed to yield more readily to Authority than to

and to fubjoin a Copy of it,

Argument 5 1 fhall take the Liberty to reprint i,

.+ If the various Reflections already made;" are fit
to yield full Conviction, that the exceffive Ufe of
Tea and foreign Spirits has been the Ruin’ of this
'Country ; —that this Rz has been pulled on it

by the weak, the criminal Indulgence of the Gen- \ -j

try and of their Tenants to Smugglers 3 and that

it is eafily in the Power of thofe who fuffer mo#, = §
and moft direétly, by the Evil, entirely to prevent  J
it for the future: I cannot yet be brought to think

{o eanly of the Heads or of the Hearts of m

Countrymen, as to doubt that they will" exert

themfelves, if their Cafe, and that of their Coun-
- try, is fairly recommended to their Confidera-
Stion. o

* Whiltt popular Prejudices rin high in favours
of the Smuggler, and before the Mifchiefs flowing

he

-
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~ joint Endeavours of the People. .

- o[22 1 D .
he very poflibly might. 7oz have known the Ex-

tent of the Wrong he did to his-Country, or to
his Fellow-fubjects who favoured him ; ——and
therefore may be confidered . as "having erréd ra-
ther ignorantly than wickedly : But'if, aftér knowing

" the fatal Tendency of that Traffick ;- if, after fee-

ing the Poverty and Diftrefs it has brought on the
Nation, he relentlefs perfifts in repeating the cruel
'Wounds he has given, he can be no otherwife
confidered than as the blackeft of:al‘l-,.Vill\ams‘,' the
moft execrable of all Murderers; a Parricide ;. and
muft, if there is any Zeal for the publick Weal,
if any Spirit is left, 7aife the Country againft-him,
as Wolves have heretofore done, and as a much

s mifchievous -Animal, a mad Dog, does at this

\Day.—,—%VVheréfore I am willing to. ﬂiitte'xj myfelf -
with Hopes, that if Gentlemen can be brought to

“take becoming Refolutions: on: .this .Subjeé_)t;ii_no'
- Man, howevér difboneft, will- be found /o bold as

to attempt the Running-trade -in defiance Qf 4“th¢ :

. Upon the fame Prejudices and Miftakes, the
Connivance, the Lenity, the Partiality of Coun-

" try Gentlemen to Smugglers in time paft may be

excufed : But wher that Partiality is by fatal Ex-
perience found to be deftructive of almoft all the

valuable Interefts of the Country, and noxious to B

every Individual,—1I cannot fuffer myfelf to think,
that it will fubfift in the Hear# or in the Con-
dut of any Gentleman one Moment longer. Be-

fore. the Defolation that ‘attends Smuggling was

"gen‘eljally felt or known, I-do.not at all wonder

~ that Men'declined the i#vidions Tafk of informingy -
~ oraffifting the Cuftomhoufe-officer. Neither is'ic.

. Mur-
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furprifing to me, that if the Goods B‘elongi_n;g to -

*any Gentleman’s Neighbour, to his Friend, or to
~ any other of his Dependents, were in danger of be-
ing feized, he thould’ comnive at the fecuring, or
~ refcuing them 3 and I can eafily figure to myfelf
what Inducements might have prevailed on the

Generality of Men . to mitigate. Penalties when

they.fat as Fudges, and to wib at leaft for the

Claimants when: they fat as Furors. But now, -

“when the Queftion with the Smuggler is brought

to this Iffue, Whether #bey or the Country thall

ink or fwim? T am confident.no:Gentleman will

be {o mean; as to put the Intereft of his Neighbour, |
Lis Friend, or his: Dependents -who, from this . |

time forward, mutt confeffedly be a Villain, if he
is a Smuggler, in competition  with tbat of his
Country: And'Tencourage myfelf; on the contrary,

to believe, that every Gentleman who. loves, or - §

would be thought to love his Country, will roufe

himfelf and his Neighbours from that faulty Heed=

leffinefs which has fo long poffefied them, and en-
deavour to make ufe of all the Weapons that Law

mon Enemy. -
the Behaviour of the People if they were duly in<
formed, that I take the Liberty of making this
publick' Addrefs to you, Gentlemen, who of all o-
thers kuow beft the melancholy Condition of the
Country, and are therefore the eff qualified to
give Evidence of ‘the Faéts, on the delieving. or

difbelieving whereof, the faving or utter Deflructiz

‘on of this Nation, ‘at this very T ime, depends.—
"Your Stamp muft make thofe Sentiments pa/s cur-

. renty

It is becaufe I'am perfuaded that 'fuclo would be ,: " it when it is clearly in their Power ; and who, by

[ 25 1
yent 3 and if they become the Sentiments of the .
Publick, the Workisdone. = ..~ .
. You, Gentlemen; who; without Fee or Re- -
ward, dedicite great Part of your Time to the Ser-
vice of your Country, -are.a noble Example to 0+
ther Gentlemen, no lefs interefted in its Welfare
than yourfelves, to form themfelves into Societies
on this Occafion; in their refpective. Counties; to

| watch over. the publick Good; and to guard a<

gainft the common Enemy. — Could that gene-
rous Examplé prevail 5 did Gentlemen, in the dif-
ferent Diftricts alongft the Coaft; form themfelves
into fmall Sociezies, thall I call them Confederacies 2
which thould correfpond with one another, and with -

~ you, Smuggling muft receive its Death’s Wound,

and the Country be delivered from its prefent Di-
ftrefs. Nor do I fee why this may not be expected s

For, though Inattention to the publick Good, and
a kind of Infenfibility as to its Concern; feems

to be the prefent Difeafe of moft Men yet there
| are, Ihope; 2 few ftill left fcattered up and down
UL Lo LA L, \ ons that Law  §| - the Country,
has put or lgft in their Hands to deftroy their com~ § :

whofe manly Spirit_is not guite funk;

—_who cannot ftand the Repraach of being acce/-
fory to the Ruin of the Nation, by not preventing

exerting themfelves, may awaken their lethargick

Neighbours, and bring themy for avoiding Shame,
to do. what they have not Viriue enough to move .
themto.. . . . . .

- Your Example muft encourage Societics already

Tormed, fuch as Magiftrates and Councils in Corpo-

rations, to watch oyver.and promote the true Inte-

reftsof the People under their Care. Itis proved, . -

in the Letter from the Committee of the Conven-
S S : tion
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- tion already,'menti'oned, that Smuggling is deftru-

&tive to the State of Boroughs s if therefore they

can be ftirred up to mind their common Concern,
and; in conjunttion with the landed Gentlemen, to
purfue it, I am not able to forefee what can pre-
vent their Succefs. C
" You, Gentlemen, can cure the Apprebenfions of
the unhappy Perfons now engaged in this villanous

Trade, rthat, if they degfift from it, ‘they fhall fall -

out of Bufinefs, and find no Employment where-
in they may improve their fmall Stocks: You can
- point out to them a T7ade, wherein the Gains are
much more certain, as well as.more innocent 5 —you
can tell them what may be got by raifing, drefling
and felling Flax ; — you can tell them what Gain

attends employing the Poor in Spinning, and the

purchafing and felling LinenYarn ; —you-can fhew
them what Profits attend Looms of all kinds 3 and,

by opening the warious Branches of the Liner

Manufatture, you can fatisfy them, that in it g-
Ione there is room for employing to great Advantage
much more Money than they ever sbufed in Smug-
gling,. SRR Lo

” You can further, with great Truth, affure them,

that, if they will but withdraw their Stocks from
that guilty Traffick in which they at prefent are
employed, the Funds for fupporting our Manu-

faGure muft-be fo much improved, that it will |

inconteftably bein your Power to encourage, and
thereby to dntroduce  and promote feveral new
~Branches of the Linen Trade, upon which the
commendable Spirit that is now ftirring amongft
* our ManufaGturers difpofes them to enter ;. but in
‘which, Progrefs cannot be made for /ack of Fundss
Lo S - —and

w—and they muft then with Satisfaétion Jfee Bread
provided for Thoufands, and .a Field opened for
¢very one who is not difpofed to be idle, to improve

his Fortune in. - o o0
And, by comparing their prefen: Bufinefs with

that to which you invite them, you can point out.
this effential, and very interefiing Difference, That
the one cannot be carried on to any Ewzent, with-
out draining the Nation of its Bullion y whereas

- the other cannot be carried on to any . confiderable -
Pitch, . without adding to the national Cafp: And

that the one ftuffs the Country with foreign Drugs,

of no Ufe or.Advantage to it, but which, by
being confumed, leffens the Value, by preventing
. the Confumption' of the natural Producty where-
‘as the other fetches' Money from abroad, 'in return
for the-Product of the Soil, and the Labour of the

Induftriois : "And that Money employed in pro-
moting -and’ extending the Trade, increafes the

* Number of working People, puts Money in Poc-

kets to: which Coin was heretofore a Stranger,

- and thereby enables Multitudes, ‘who formerly li-
 ved: in great Want, or were fupported by Charity,

to.go to Market, and to pay for a comfortable, in

place of begging for a feanty Subfiftence; a necefx
fary Confequence whereof it muft be, - that. our

Grain, and all the other Product of our Lands

muft not only recover' their formér, but muft
fetch a bigher Price.. © .
 Your Opinion, Gentlemen, 1 am much difpofed

to hope, will foon Become the Opinion of the Peo-

pley and how fmall foever the Difpofition of the Idle
“and the Tridolent may be to af for the Good of their
‘Country, yet fuch Perfons are commonly willing

D

enough

—
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enough to z4lk for.it. — From this very Talking, I che Brink of Perdition, and muft in- all probability
- am fanguine enough to look for jome Advantage. || wow perifh, unlefs relieved by fuch Refolutions as
= It may give aTurn to the Prejudices of the Publick have been mentioneds; I can entertdin -no doubt
L —it may point out the Smuggler as.the capital E- that your Endeavours will be feconded. How de-
e ‘nemy to the Country it may make oppofing, dif- genérate foever the'prefent Age may be; Nosions
B covering, and declaiming againft him, fafbionable: || of- publick Weal are ftirring, and arevery ftrong

e And if this thall become the Fafbion, 1 doubt not | in the Heads efpecially of the Xouth ‘of the Nation.
N we thall foon have the Affiftance of the Clergy’ Hernce that Zeal for Liberty, thatConcern for the
= (whofe Remiffnefs to expofe and prevent aPradtice || Good of the Country, which has got {o many young
S0 {0 fbamelef5ly finful, fo fraught with Fraud and Per- Gentlemen the Appellation of Patriot, wherein
- jury, 1 have long complained of) to open the || (if their Title to it 1sj##) they moftjatly triumph..
o Eyes of their Parifhioners of all Ranks, and to || —:Of this Charaer, ‘many fprung from the beft
) ‘deter them from confederating with the Deftroyers {1 Families, ' endued with excellent Parts;: improved
o of the People. — I am not, I muft confefs, * very || by, Learning and Study, are following the Profef=
fond of having Matters of Policy treated in the || fiorof ‘the  Law, in-which. they. very. probably
55 Pulpit : — But when any fcandalous Vice prevails, || are;one Day, to make an eminent Figare. - 5
R T the more epidemical it is, it becomes the more the - |1 " The prefent Object that ingroffes their Attenti-
Duty of the Clergy to inveigh againft it; and if || on, and warms their Zeal, is the Honour of the
e with it is evidently connected the Deftruttion of Kingdom, and the Freedom of the People; ' which:
. ~ the Ndtion,— I do not fee why zbat” motive alfe, they apprehend to be in danger, and, on.that Sup-
& todefift from it, may not be offered ‘to' the Peo- pofal, exert themfelves With becoming Spirit. Ido .
Lol ple from the Pulpiz. It is not ealy to determine, not fay, that I fall in with a// their Sentiments con=
. how far the Benefit from this ~Affiftance may ‘cerning the Reality of the Danger, and the Means
N reach: — But one Thing I am inclined to believe, of .preventing it; but this I will fay, becaufe I
AN that, if the Clergy do their Duzy in this particular, believe it, that' the Spirit they fhow is unaffeited,
o we fhall no longer fee Furymen of the eftablithed .|| andflows from a real Concern for the Good of their
IS Church, . the Strictnefs of whofe Conicience will Country. - And if this is the Cafe, whatReafon can.
N not permit them to kifs zhe Book in the Court of there be to doubt, that thofe Gentlemen will con-
N Exchequer, refurn, upon their Oath, taken'in the cert proper Meafures, exert every Talent, and leave
o “moft folemn Way, their Verdi¢t for the Smuggler, || no Stone unturned, to.prevent the inftant Deftru-
.. “againtt full and compleat Evidence; which hereto- &ion of the Nation, | when they are z0/d, fo as to
AR S “fore has frequently been the Cafe. - TR “pelieve it, that immediate Ruin is to attend the
REN AN - Ifyou, Gentlemen, concurin giving the Alarms | ‘Continuance of - Smuggling 2~ And if they (not to.
i’ ‘,‘ o if yo'u.dccla,reryour Opinion that ‘the Nation is on fpeak of their Influence in their feveral COUDQ?).
] | B | the || . 0
4 d
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do but lend their Mousks in this City, from whence | moft abjet of all Scoundrels;—and 1 fhall have no
the reft of the People generally take their Sen. | other Recompenceé for the Trouble I have taken,
timents, -the. Cry againft that infamons Practice || but the Senfe that I have done my utmoft to
‘muft prove %00 firong to be withftood ; and they || avert their Ruin, and prevent their Difgrace.

- will have the manly Satisfaction of having delivered |
their Country, over and above the Profpe& ‘of the
atual Enjoyment of  the Bleflings purchafed by
their Virtue ; which we ‘old  Fellows cannot ex. o

- pect to fee, and muft only hope for to our Po. | T am,
frerity.. .. o T
, ;lezis Letter, Gentlemen, has fwelled to fiich a
Bulk, that it is high Time I fhould take my leave
of you. It is proved, I hope, beyond Contradiction,
that Smuggling (by which I ‘mean chiefly through-
-out — the . running of Tes and 8pirits) has been,

GENTLEMEN,

Your moft humble ’Serwm‘;

| " and is now, the Bawe of this Country, the Drain

S ‘of its Coin, and the Deftrustion of the landed Intereft s » L March 28,
1 it is proved, that this Mifchief has been foftered E"mwﬁc;’ 4 ,;m S
2 | and carried- to its prefent enormous. Size:— by S

the znexcufable- Countenance it has met with from
thofe who are the mof feifibly hurt by it 3 and it is
felf-evident, that it is 7z their Power, with the
greateft Eafe imaginable, to rid themfelves and the

= Nation of this intolerable Nufance. Whether lay-
Lh ing thofe Truths before the Gentlemen: of this
N Country, will determine them to 4, is. more than
¥ . I can tell; Iam fure ¢ oughs, and I am pretty
1 ' confident 7 will, if there is the leaft Spark of Ho-
. - hour or common Senfe left amongft them.  But
e if it thould not, my Mortification will be very
5 complear 3 my Concern for the unavoidable Defola-
N * tion of my Country,will be aggravated by this ciuel
‘i Refletion, that my Countrymen, ‘whatever Airs
1 they give themfelvés, are zbe moft contemptible, the
% \ ol
o
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LETTER

FROM

The Annual Commlttee of' the Con-é )
ventlon of Rovar BOROUGHS,

: ':'»1.{'1 QoL

e T 0 .

The feveral Boraug/os of SCOTLAND
. By Order of z‘be laﬁ Geﬂeml Coﬂ‘vemza;z, o

U
F or preventmg the permcxous Pra&zce of Smugglmgg

Lafumg Frze;zds and Neng&aurs,

= HE General Convention of the Ro czl Bo-
+ roughs, whofe: Duty and Intereft it is to

of the Whola, having taken into their ferious Con-
” ﬁdcratlon, the many Mifchiefs that have attended
‘the pernicious Practice of Smuggling, to the great
Dxfcouracement of all fair T'raders, and to the utter
Deﬁru&xon of many Thoufands of the unhappy
Perfons who were . engaged therein, ‘whereby
Commerce is funk to the loweft Ebb, and this
Part of the Natxon wholly dramed of Money, and

-take care of the Commerceé and Welfare




~follo

(=31

' impoverifhed ; and having with deep Concern ob-
ferved, that this deftrutive Practice may ftill con-

tinue,” to the utter Ruin of the Eftate of Boroughs,
as well as of the Country, unlefs the Eyes of Man-

~kind in general are opened to fee the Danger, and
unlefs the Sober and Induftrious, who love their

Country, and are concerned for its Welfare, can

‘be prevailed on to co-operate with and affift in the

Fxecution of the late” Aét of Parliament, for the

' more-effeCtual preyenting: the finuggling of Tea,

Brandy, &c. have commanded us, their Annual
Committee, to draw up, and to fend in their Name

to each Borough, aLetter, exhorting them tode-
~ fift from this infamous Trade, and admonifhing

them of the Fazard they run if they perfift'in it :
And we, in obedience to their Commands, and
from ¢he moft ardént Defire to prevent the total
Deftru&tion of our Country, have drawn up the

wing Reflexions, - to which we~earneftly in-

treat your Attention.

T6 the End what we offer to your Confideration
on this Subje& may be the more diftin&, we fhall

confine our Thoughts chiefly to two Articles, Tea

‘and Brandy, and examine the Difadvantages that
attend Commerce in- thefe Commodities, as they
affect the Nation.in' general, as they affect the

'~ State of the Royal Borgughs, and as they Have af-
feted, and muft flill affect the Adventurers in

them,

ny Years, been fraudulently imported ‘without

- Pay

" "Fo begin then with thefe Subjects of Trade as.

. they affeét the Nation: Every one knows, and §
~ the Nation by fatal Experience feels,' that fuch im-

menfe Quantities of Bramdy, have now, for ma-~

131

Payment of Duty, that the Importers have been . -

- obliged to fell foreign Spirits clieaper than Spirizs.
- from .our;own Corn could. be produced ; which

- has not only put an End to the Diftillery of Spi-

. 7its athome; -but has even diminifhed the Biewing-.

trades.. by furnithing . Brandy for Punch at low

Prices: -+ -

- The Advancement -of -the Revenue is.not the
{ole Reafon for laying high Duties on fore forts
- of foreign ‘Goods; a_higher and more extenfive
‘Confideration; produces fuch Regulations, zamely,

the promoting the Coﬁ_fumptian of our own native

- Commiodities, by making the Purchafe of foreign

Commodities, ; which anfwer the fame Ufes, dearer

~and more-difficult. Now;. this falutary and na-

tlonal View hasbcen, ! bY Smugg Zlﬂg, Mnca. g[:eat
meafure defeated.. Run Tea i {old fo cheap, that
it becomes: a regular Part of the Diet of thofe who

~ could notthink of purchafing it, if the Duty were
added to the Price ;5 and the Multitude can hardly
be blamed, if they prefer Brandy to home-made
- Spirits, when it can be purchafed cheaper than our
‘own home:-made Spirits, - - Sy e

. And the obvious Effect of all this; is, That

 thefe foreign Commodities being made ufé of in
place of our own, juft fo much of our.own Pro~ -

duc becormnes ufelefs, as would be employed if thefe
foreign Goods were not imported. If no 7ea or
Brandy were .imported, People would return to
the Diet of their Anceftors; and, where Spirits
or firong Drink might be neceffary, -would make
Ufe of - their own 3 which needs. muft have many
Confequences to the Advantage of the Nation :

But, fo long as the Ufe of Tea or Brandy is continu-

E
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ed, theCo‘ﬁ\fu;ti'lptipn of fo much of our o_wiﬁ Produd:-
- ceafes’y which muft make the whole fall in Value, -
when the Product exceeds confiderably: the Con-

fumption,

 The Difpofition to cultivate and improve wafte:
“and muirith Grounds, which diffufed itfelf amongit
- the Gentry all over the Country, was one of the

moft promifing Circumftanees that attended the

Union 5 but thatSpirit has been greatly damped by
the low Price of Grain: Nor can any Gentleman:
be blamed for difcontinuing his Improvements,"
- when he can have no Hopes of being repaid by the
Product of - his Grounds ; which, neverthelefs;
muft be. the Cafe fo long as Grain. continues to
give noPrice; and it muft continue to do fo whilft
Tea and - Brandy fupply the Place of the Liquer:
and Spirits that might be produced from'Grain. :
_"Thus Grain, ‘produced by the Induftry of the
Farmer, and by the’ commendableZeal ‘of  the
Gountry Gentléman to improve his own'Grounds,
- and to 1nvite his Neighbours to do the like; turns.
1o no- Account. -In proportion as' the Quantity: .
raifed, exceeds the Demand, the Price falls; and:

the Owner finds himfelf undone;, by the Frauds

3
. L.

the Side of the Smugglers, and employed their

- Servants, . their ‘Cattle, and’ their' Carriages, in
{feeuring, ~apd carrying  through thg Country, -

of thofe who fell foreign Comniodities cheapet than .

',he ,can' aﬁbrd his_‘ : o - i o e i '.-‘ -

- It is aftonithing;. th"a't;Gem]emeﬁf;aﬁd ‘Farmers
have not {ooner difcovered- the Source of -the Mif~

fortunes they have fo long complained of’s and. -
that; en the centrary, they have’ often; in- {pite’
of . Law and common Senfe, put-themfelves on

thefe very Commodities that deftroyed the Valug.

- of their own, and in fome Years annihilated-ag

. leaft one third Part of their Rent. R
- For, though Grain has lately bore fome Priee,:

yet that is manifeftly owing to bad Crops at home,’

or to accidental Demands from our Neighbourss
and if the Produce was to be fuch as‘in'good Sea=

fons is to be expected, without-fome extraordina~

- ry Calamity abroad, it is certain great Part ofiour
Grain muft remain undifpofed of, ‘which in confe
- quence would leflen the Value of the whole irinly

" Whilft Flanders was the Scene where numerous.

 Armies a_éted,\an'dWhen‘ft\h'e.g’l'eaﬁeﬁ'Pa'rtfoﬁ?Ezzmpe;_’ o

was engaged' in War,” which'in fomé Degree pres

vented the Culture of the Ground, at the fame time
~ “that it madea great Demand forGrainto fill Maga~ -
zines, the BritifbGrain, even of the meaneft kinds,

- was of Value ; and what remdined, after:fu pplying

the home Confumption, found vent abroad.. “But -
now the Cafe is ftrangely altered 1 The World is n
- Peace; Countries that were the Seat of War, proZ "
duce’ Corns in abundance'; ‘even Framce exports .
Grain to foreign Parts with- Advantage; and the

Corns of this Country cannot meet with a Market

. any where upon the Continent; {o that it muft be

made ufe of at home, or perith..

. \ ~

'When our Grain drew Money in foreign Mar-

kets, and with that Money the {dme Quantity of _

foreign Spirits could be purchafed ‘and Imported, -

- ascould be-diftilled from the Grain at home, it
was perfectly equal to-the Country, whether they
made ufe of: Brandy or Aqua Vites; that is, whe-
ther they confumed the Produét of their own Grain '
in home-made Spirits, or in Spirits diftilled" in.
S o Framce:




s

a 6] |
mee ‘But when Scors Grain is. not faleable in
any foreign Market, and muft be either diftilled.

at home, or perifh;- ~whoever imports foreign 3pi-
rits to prevent that Diftillation; ‘ruins fo much of

the: national: Product,- and purchafes that Mif-

. chief to hxs Country, at the Expence of fo. much

Bullion, as.the prime Coft and the Expence of
the Importatxon amounts to.’
- It:is notorious, .that the Excbange W1th ance

isiagainft us’y that the Importation of any of our
‘Commodities faleable there, is-under Dilcourage-

ments; and that our Brandy from’thérice, as well

as our. T%a from Hpolland, is paid for in ready Mo-

~ney; orin Bills cof Exchange at.gredt Difadvan-

- “tage to'us, whichis worfe.  Under thefe Cir-
~ cumftancgs, it is- demon{’cratlvely clear, that every
“Penny. we pay for Tea or Brandy is fo much Bul-

" “lion: loft to the Nation unneceﬁ’amly, ‘bécaufeall -
- the Ufes of that Tea and Brandy might be fupplied

by our own Produc'; at the ffzme time that this

" o expenﬁve Importatlon debafes the: Value of thc
- Growth of our own Iands,

. Thefe -Mifchiefs, with very. lﬂIGht Attentmn,
mlght have been forefeen. But at prefent there is

Do great Occafion for. Reafoning ; they are felt.
“Grain gives no Price, compared with' what it did

* before the immoderate Ufe of 7un Teaand Brandy;

_and there i$ hardly one Penny of Coin to be met

with in'the Nation 3 the whole is gone, prmmpally ‘

“in Exchange for: that ez and Brandy which has
: deﬁroyed the Value of our own Product. -

Another national and very hurtful Confequeﬁ;:é

o that attends this petnicious Trade, is, That Hopés
| of Gam (wh1ch however Plauﬁble, yet have con:
| ﬁantly '

[7]

- ;i’cantl failed) have drawn many young Men of |

{fmall F ortunes, whofe Parents or Relations refi-
ded near the Sea-coafls, into this. dan.qerous fort

“of Commerce, on' the Profpc& of rumning their
- Goods fecurely; by the ‘Affiftance of thelr Friends s

and thereby has diverted them. from employmg
their {fmall Stocks and their - Induftry in the ‘Ad-
vancement of thofe Manufatures .to which 'the
Nation muft owe its Wealth, if it ever recover
from its prefent diftreffed Condition, and there-
by has, in a.good meafure, dlfquahﬁed them

*from being ufeful to their Country.

“We look upon it as a very lucky ercumﬁancé,

‘ ’that the Nation is generally convinced ‘of the In-
jury arifing from the running of Brandy; and
. cannot help lamenting, . that. they do not fo uni-
verfally fee the much greater Ruin that attends the -

finuggling of Tea. ~ That itisto the Smuggling.the .
‘univerfal Ufe of it is owing, -muft be confeffeds;
becaufe Thoufands, who buy and:ufe it .at the

prefent low Rate, could not afford to purchafe
it paying the Duty: And the chief Temptation .to

the Ufe of it, is the. notorious Lownefs of the

Price, which is fo {fmall, that Men:can hardly

let it into their Heads, that itis, in any Decree? ‘

a national Confideration, - =~
But -they do not reflect, that the Pi ice of run

. Teg is the fmalleft” Part of the Expence, when

they entertain themfelves or their Friends with
that Drug 5 'the Sugar drops totally out of the Ac-

count : ‘That Commodity is verynear as much fo--
" reign to this Part of the Ifland as Teais: And it
“any one will'add the Expence of the Sugar to that |

| of the Tea, and compute how much beth coft

each
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| T'i=:::_1’}<34h:-.-*-Family; that makes ufe \"-o'f.them‘; (and how

. anany; Families. in: the Kingdom confume Tea);
-his' Surprife at: the extreme Impoverithment of

- this:Country will ceafe, and he will wonder miore,
that there is.one' Penny of Coin left, than that

wé hive fo little, ~ |

', Were "t}h‘e Laws that relate to T éé'pun&uahyf
“executed, the Ufe:of it would not totally be de=

. ftroyed, but it would- be mightily reftrained : The

- Rich; might entertain themfelves with it; as they

do with many: other unneceflary, nay, noxious

Things; but the Dty .would put it out of the
R’gac’h:«;\(l)fr;theﬁ-méaner,_vfort of People, who are in-
finiitely” the more numerous; -and thereby, in a

great meafure,. prevent the national Lofs. .

- Thus we have laid before you fome of the na<.

 -tional :Difadvantages that arife from fiuggling Tea

and- Brandy. 'We verily believe;. that no honeft
Scotfman would,lupon any Temptation, how great
_{oever, -have followed. that pernicious Trade from-

“the Beginning, could he have forefeen the Ex-

- tent of the Mifchief to his Country: And we
mutt conclude, that whoever {hall bc'foWiéked as

~ to purfue it in’ time coming; after the late In-
* demnity has difcharged. paft Offences, and -after
- the cruel Effe@s of it have been fo fenfibly felt,

- and are fo certainly kriown, muft be contenteéd
with the Character of an Enemy to his Country.

~ The next.View we propofed to take of the
Smuggling Trade, was, as it affelts the ‘State of
the Royal Boroughs. And, in regard to this, every

- one knows, ‘the Confideration on which the State.
} PfB??’ oyghs pays one full fixth Part of the ELand-
- fax, is the exclufive Right to foreignTrade towhich. -

t

\  they

i Le
they'afé‘(byi rﬁany Laws, confirmed by the Treaty .

of Union) intitled: And if foreign Trade were

“actaally, as it is legally, confined to Freemen ; if

Royal Boroughs were the Magazines of all foreign

" Merchandize, - and the Refidence of all Deéalersin

foreign Trade, they might wellafford to pay this

Proportion of the Tax. -

* But every one knows, at the fairie time, that the
infamous Pratice of Smuggling has robbed the Bo-
#oughs' of the Privilege, at the' fame time that it
leaves them groaning undet the Burden. The Sea~
coaft; ‘where it can be moft conveniently touched,

is the Scene of running. ‘The Sons or Relations:

of Gernitlemen whofe Eftates ly near the Coaft,

"~ are the Tmporters 3 their Houfes, or thofe of their -

Tenants, are the Warehoufes for foreign Goods ¢

And whilft Goods can be fold out of thofe Ware- |

houfes cheaper than in Royal Boroughs, it is abfurd

to think, that Freemen can trade without Lofs.

- Whoever gives the leaft Attention, muft difco-

“ver, that the Inhabitant of a Royal Borough cannot -

deal in Running with half the Advantage an Outlyer
can. ~In Royal Boroughs of any Trade, Ports are

 fixed ; there is a Cuftomhoufe, and a Crowd of

Officers, whofe Vigilance can no otherwife be a-

voided than by high Bribéry ; which brings upon .

the Smuggling a confiderable Expence: But Out-
lyers, in the little Creeks and By-places where they
unload their Wares, have no Officers, at leatt
none of any Confequence; to deal with; and tri-

fling Prefents, - perhaps the Sale of {mall Parcels.
 of, Wine, Brandy or ‘Tea, at prime Coft, fecures.
- the Friendthip of neigbouring Gentlemen s and

confequently fecures the run Goods againft every
L | thing,

A
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#hing, except a Detachment of regular Troops ;

~ which cannot eafily at all Times be had. and v
Sich cannot canly at all '1'1mes be had, and whofe
Diligence is frequently eluded, becaufe’hléxrﬁgge |

~ ry difcovers them, and. oiy ‘me. -
glers,  with th A;Ti‘t h »--t;‘V‘?S_,Iu,n@ to.the Smug-
- &lers, - with. the Alliltance of the Neighbourhood

Wherefore, if Smagg‘lz'hgwgré a gamful Trade, |

- which an honeft Burgefs thould refolve to follo:
conlulting common Senfe, the firft Step (t):eoofg;u’:

to take, muft be, to-defert the Borough whereof he

is frﬁg, and to take up his Refidence, and make
up his Acquaintance, near fome Creek remote -

from the Port, where he mich and kee

~ oo e L OTh wihere he might 7uz and keep his
| g QQdS in Safety, till proper f().).PPOI‘tuni‘ties nﬁdht
_e,n?ét WIth of conveying them 'thr()ugh; th e.C;)'gﬁ‘._.
- try, and perhaps into the Roya! Borough which he

-

‘had abandoned, there to be retailed by the B 'T"
fes, whofe the Right was to have OI‘igi.glaHyiiAr\r?;%?t_ |

ed them,

Thus,' if Smuggling take place, the Royal Bo-

7oughs have done with ,foreign-Tr ade. It is utterl

impofiible to Garry. it on-in . the fair 1 whi
:Smugglzng ducceeds in- the' N eighi@?l:(a)ﬁa W}eltllllicjlc
tb‘ei’o‘ddsn 18 ,fo_, great on-the Side of the ou’tlym
szzggler,‘ againft the Freemm’_iﬁtendiné to attem %
- the Run;zzng '_I,‘_r.ade, that whoever 'projéé‘t{s""to f£—
low it, muft, if his Eyes are open, “make the

Country, and not the Borough, the Scene of his

Traffick. .~ e AN
. Thefe Reflexions are o obvious, and_ the mif.

chievous Effeés of Smugoling y fenfiblv fee
Hevous Lulects of Smugeling are fo fenfibly. |
;ﬂt the declining Condition-of many B;ﬁ{;ﬁ:&fﬁ
ly poflefled of Trade, that it is amazing fomie Re. -

- medy has not been found -out. and applied to this

Evil,

[ 1]

Evil, fo dangerous to the State of Boroughs in ge-
neral, “as well_ as pernicious to the Nation: At
it is the miore amazing, that the only Remedy feems
to be in the Hands of thofe who fuffer by the Dif-
cafe 3 and who, neverthelefs, out of Indolence, or
upon fomie falfe Notions, will not apply it.

" Were the Freemen of Royal Boroughs univerfal-
ly to give up the Running Trade, and toacquaint
the outlying Smugglers, that they muft alio quitit,.

~ and that, if they do not, the Freemen will become
" Informérs; who can doubt that the Outlyers muft

defift? For, not to {peak of their Want of Ship- °
ping, and of Ability to make up a Cargo without
being concerned with fome Freemen, it is certain
they could not import or fell off Goods of any
Valie, without the Knowledge of Freemen's and
that Knowledge, émployed in giving Information
to the Officers of the Revente, muit foon put an
Fnd to the Mifchief : Nay, the Refolution taken,

" and declaréd, would infallibly ftop the Evil; be-
~caufe no Qutlyer, in his Senfes, would thereafter

attempt any fraudulent Importation, for fear of

- Difcovery. - | ] :
“ ' The only poffible Objection, {fo far as we can

“{ee, that ftands in the Way of taking fuch a Re-
Afolution, is the odious Idéa that has for fome Time
‘been affixed to the Word Informer y and to be
fure, whilft all dealt in the fame illicite 'T'rade, it
was unhandfome in any one to make private Gain -
by difcovering. But 1f an entire Clafs -of Men,

" nay, the only Men who have a Right’ (and that

exclufive too) to foreign Trade, fhall give up the
Smuggling Method of carrying it on, to prevent
their own undoing, and the undoing of the State
peh O HEETE F o SRR
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6% Boroughs 3 can it a.t all be found fault with in

them, if they do not permit another Set of Men,
who have no Sort of Right to carry on. foreign

Trade, to trade fraudulently? and if, after Notice

~ given, they follow all legal Methods to lecure
- foreign Trade to themfelves, by putting a Stop to

~the Frauds of thofe who would deftroy their Pri-
vileges, at the fame time that they rob the Publick ?
Fond, but falfe Hopes of Gain, made Freemen,

foen after the Uzion, fall into the Running Trade; . |

and, whilft imbarked in it, they durft not complain
of Qutlyers, tho® they faw them running away with
their Privilege, (7.e. foreign ‘I'rade), for fear of

- their ufing the fame Weapons that now muft be

ufed againft them, vz, Informations and Difco-
veries.  Experience has fince thewed how vain

‘thefe Hopes' were, and how noxious the Trade is

to the Nation, as well as to the State of Boroughs.

Shall the Freemen then, who fuffered the Outlyers :

to" gain upon their Privilege out of Necefiity, -

whilft they followed the clandeftine ‘Trade, fit now
quict? and, when they, for their Parts, muit
give up all Thoughts of Running, allow the Out,

lyers to enjoy all the foreign Trade, for which the

Boroughs pay, when their enjoying that Trade,
and in the fraudulent Way too, difables the Free.

~men from carrying on any foreign Trade whate-
wver? Surely, whoever has any Regard to the Wegl

of the Royal Boroughs, cannot be patient un‘der
fuch a Circumiftance, or think any Metho_‘d, that
to prevent

. 7

- & Miichief {o general, and fo dangerous. =

‘The laft Thing we fhall lay before you, is 2

View of the Smuggling Trade, as it affets the un.

happy

" France or Holland, and poured in vaft Qu

P—

' imppy Adventurer. “And on this Subjé&' we mgy |

appeal to your own proper Knowledge, and to
the Knowledge of every one who has been in the

leaft acquainted with. the Trade of Scotland fince
' the Union, what Ruin it has produced, and how
“many Families it has undone. It is not eafy to

fay, how . many Thd_ufands‘ha\{en .be,en concerned
in that deftructive Trade; but it is very fafe to a-

- wver, that hardly ene Man out ‘of an hundred,

who ever'dealt In it, efcaped being hur by it, or"
indeed efcaped Ruin, if he dld;no; give it up ve—
ry foon. - I Ao
_AndtheReafon isextremely obvious. Theftrong
EXpe&ation of Gain, from the Greatnefs of the

- Duty, which was all to be faved, drew Multitudes

£ ns with fmall Stocks, and fmaller Corre-
?éorll)cfg?;f ‘into the Trade. Thofe Perfons traded
above their Stocks, upon Credit afforded them in
F uanti-
ies of Tz and Brandyupon the Couritry. - Could
gfzyq hasz fold their Goods at as high a Rate

s if they had paid D‘dty, or near it, which was

the Cafe of the firft Smugglers juft after the Union,
their Profit would have been great; but, in place
of that, when the Importation exceeded the De-
mand, which happened very foon, they were o-
bliged to fell off their Wares atany Price, as quick
as they could, to anfwer their Bills when they vf.e]l_
duey and Brandy came frequently to be fold, wuh
all'the Expence and Rifk thatattends it at prefent,
cheaper than it ever was {old in Scotland betore the
Union, when it paid little or no Duty ; WlaerC.by ‘_

- the Deftruction of the Importer became unavoid-
gble. " A “Saving,
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. -~ Saving the whole Duty on Goods that pay. {fo
- highas Brandy, Tea or Winé, yields a glaring Pro-
fpect; but the unhappy Smuggler does not confi-
‘der, or bring into the Account, the Expence of
- Running 3 the Correfpondence he muft maintain

with Officers, and with the Country ; the frequént -

* Occafions for Huth-money, and the accideéntil Lof-

fes by Seizure: - Thofe Drawbacks would prove a

~ confiderable: Difcouragement to the Trade, even
- were 7un'Goods to ‘be fold at the Price they ought

to draw paying the Duty : But when, in Reality,

the Smuggler is obliged to fell his Goods for little
more than the prime Coft, becaufe of the exceffive
- Importation beyond the Demand, thofe Expences,
not brought to account, gradually confume his
Stock 5 and the firlt unlucky Seizure completes
his' Deftruction, and leaves him a Burden on the
poor Country, which he had, {o far'as his Credit
could go, 'exhaufted of Money by his pernicious
- Practices, - 0 0
- Had all the Money made ufe of in Smuggling,
been employed in carrying on Manufitures at
‘home, the Manufatturer might poffibly have loft,
but the Nation muft furely have gained ; whereas
every Penny that has been exported for Tea, Bran-
dy and Winey with the Ufe of which the Country
could eafily have difpenfed, is fo much Money loft
to the Nation: And-when one fees, for Example,
a Smuggler (who may have been worth, originally,
L. 200, and who may have traded ten Years) un-~
done, one is not to fay, that Z.. 200 is  loft to the

Nation 5 but the fair Conclafion is, that .. 2000

‘of the national Money is exported by him-s" be:
caufe, if he have traded annually to the Value of

[ ois ]

. hig;;StQ&:k\,, every :Ycérj’fs Tradc,wan:fd: muchLofs L

to ;.thg‘COun_tl_'Y. A T E I ST S R P
.. *Tis therefore furely high ‘Time for theSmuggler
to leave off this confuming Trade 3 and, though
his Eyes have not hitherto beert open to the Mife~
ry of his Country, and to his own Danger, through

his Practices, it is to be hoped the late A& for pre-
“wenting Smuggling, will fhew the Impoflibility of

continuing in that.abominable Courfe without.im= -

- mediate Deftruction. - It is penal to be found with=.

in two Leagues of the Coaft with prohibited Goods
onboard; allKeepings and fuch faft Places muft be
open to the Officefs Search; high, Penalties at:
tend every Offence : And, if the Country Gentle-
men, who are generally in the Commiffionof the
Peace, donot thut their Eyes upon their own In-
tereft, -and on -the Intereft of their Country, but.
will a& with proper Vigour, . it muft become :ab- -
folutely impracticable for a Rumner of Goods to -
- And, if the extreme Danger, which fromhence-
forward muft attend -this infamous. Commerce;
" thould put an End to it, the neceffary Confequence
muft- be, that the Money now exported, in. FEx.
change for ufelefs Commodities, which ferve only
to. lower the Value of our own, will be kept at -
home, and employed in promoting,. purchafing, -
and exporting thofe ManufaGtures by which alone
aur Country can be recovered from Poverty; and
foreign Trade will be reftored to its ancient Chans -
“nel, the Royal Boroughs, to which of. rightit be-
longs. - ‘When Bufinefs is carried on.in an opens
undifguifed Manner, the fair Trader, whohas too

- “much Virtae to fubmit to Perjury, 3“dF°° much -

- Pru.




 Prudence to  fubmit his Fortune to Chdnhee; can

reaflume his Vocation, and formProjeéts of Trade,
without the Hazard of being undone by that Bane

‘of all honeft Commerce, the Smuggler. s
- Our Reflexions hitherto have been pretty much

- confined to the Cafe of Tezand Brandy, which we

“havie chofen as the Inftances in which the Mifchiefs

~of Smuggling are the' moft confpicuous 5.-but you

~will certainly carry them further in your own
Minds, and fee that they apply to almoft all othee

-~ foreign Commoditics, the Ufe whereof can be difs -

penfed with, and that are 7uz to avoid - Payment

of Duties s and particularly to #ne. No Min
~can fay, that it is the Intereft of this Nation, 6

have great Quantities of #ine confumed in it, ini

~exclufion of Beer and Ale, which naturally would
- dupply its place. . No Man can deny, that the Low- .

niefs of the Price of Wine is the great Inducerhent
to Men-of- low Rank and fmall Fortunes to deal

/in it; and therefore no Man can doubt it is to be

withed it bore a higher Price, (if it cannot abfo-

Autely be prohibited), to prevent the too great
‘Confumption of it. - If no" Wine were imported

without Payment of Duty, it furely could net be

- afforded fo cheap as it is at the ‘Out-ports; and
~ therefore one thould think it follows unavoidably,

‘that it is the Intereft of the Nation that all Wine

thould pay the Duty. -~
- Asitis the Intereft of the Nation, it is not lefa
- do‘of the fair Trader, who cannot poflibly carry
- on his Bufinefs if he is underfold, as he muft be
- when Smuggling prevails, A clear Conviion of
 thisTruth, determined the #7ne Traders of Edin-

durgh, fome Y ears ago, by unanimous Confent, to
o g ' ' a .~ enter

. I e it e

7vt-;17;kjf'

- enter every Drop of their #izes, which they have -
" done ever fince 3 and, in conhfequence of that fair

Practice, have avoided the many Loffes and Dif-

~ appointments they were formerly expofed to, and
trade in Wine at as great a Certainty as'in any o- -
~ ther fort of perifhable Commodity. R
~ Whereas, in the Out-ports, where almoftall
~ the Wine imported is 7un, the Price is frequently
very low. The Smuggler is often obliged to fell
‘Hogtheads, which cannot: be fo eafily hid or
tranfported as Tez or Brandy, for what he can
at the time get for them. "Accidents fpoil the
~'Liquors, and. accidental Seizures undo the Ad-
- venturer. In thefe Circumftances, it will be the
‘Height of Madnefs to think of carrying on.any-
‘more the Trade of running Wine : Tt will be, by
‘much, lefs worth-dealing in, when Smuggling in
- the other Articles ceafes; and the Cuftomhoufes
“will be much better able to look after this Branch
of Thieving, when they are not neceflarily enga-
‘ged in correcting the others. Befides that, as it is

their Duty to take care of the Execution of the

Law lately made, we are credibly informed the

Commiffioners have come to a Refolution, to
bring Things in the Out-ports, with refpe@ to
the Importation of #ine, to the fame Foot on
which they ftand at.the Port of Leith; that, after

“Michaelmas, they will ftand at no Expence to
‘profecute Offenders 3 and that if, after that time,

a f{ingle Hogthead of #ine fhall be - imported

~€nce

J

‘without Entry, and Payment of Daty, they will{

- prefer Englifh Bills for difcovering and recovering
that Duty, which -this Nation has not hitherto
“been much acquainted with,  'What  Inconveni-




S acc;omphfh thls xmportant Deﬁcrn We are, B

RO ‘ \f 18 3 , »
., ence .hxs would produce to Men who thould be o |
unlnppy as. to, purfue fraudulent Courfes. after- [
~ Notice, we-leave'to, yau, to' themiclves, and to the‘j o
W.ble World to. dge.. . o
. Thus, . loving Fnends a,nd Nelchbours, we
»have exectted. the Commands laid tipon us by the
General® Gemvention 5 and we obteft and conjure
; ilyou, by.the Love you bear to your Countr y, by
~ th¢ Regard you| have for the Weal and Profperlty
- of the Baraing;, and for the Prefervation of their -
',Rwhta and . Privileges, and by the Compaffion |
e you awe to the unlnppy Circumftances of your. |
ediefs’ Friends and Nughbours who may be:
ady to plungg.affefh into this Guly ph of Defcru-v
©.¢tion, that you will exert yourlclves in your fex
i ‘,,,.vual Capaut:e Whether as Men oras Mami‘crates,' “
A 'f_;fo put at-once, an End to th;s dangerouq Mif-
- «chief; and. that you will-not think any Trouble -
- too.great; or. any. Means, .if lawfu], improper t;o‘g,

" 7R7ght Haﬂoz/ra!/le

S 2" nzﬁ” moﬁ meble Serwzm‘y,

cmd aﬁ}ﬁzomz‘e Brez‘bren,

o T he Annua] Commlttee of the vv
R lxoya,lBorou ghs: of Scoz‘lcmd 1.
m’mrafﬁ, Se’/’t' ".’ 1736 ST L
ned- in their Prn{anm : and
5y their Appomtment,




