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Recommending the Neceffity of

FRUGALITY.
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. My dear Sir, '
1 - A& T 4 time that this poor natiori
| (once the envy, but now the res

bending under the heavy load of‘
taxes, and other mcumbrances, it is a mes
lancholy confideration, to refle¢t that our
‘vices increafe in as great a proportioﬁ as out
publick debts ; and both are grown to fuch
an énormous height, that, unlefs fome fpeedy

~ have nothing left but the dreadful profpeét of
being totally undone both here and hereafter.

A corruptxons,

“proach of "her neighbours) is

reformation be wrought amongft us; we thall

To mentzon ‘the various follies, vices, and

Rt MU SR sl 4

el L 2




e T

11 o e o e e T I

e e

S ———

[ 4 1]

- corruptions, peculiar to thefe times, Would

exceed the length of a letter; and indeed
they are become fo notorious, that there is

little occafion to enumerate them, their un-

Lappy effeéts being already but too fenfibly
felt, and greatly lamented alfo by every good

" man. I fhall therefore fay lirtle more of

them, but, on the contrary, confine the fub-
je&t of this epiftle chiefly to one virtue,
which, if it were once become fathionable,
could not fail of obtaining the moft defirable
effeéts; and would bid fair to root out many
of thofe baneful weeds that infeft this land.
The virtue I mean, isan honet Fruca LITY.
I hope, my dear Sir, from the friendfhip
that has long fubfifted between us, you will
pardon me, when I tell you, that thisisa
virtue which, if added to the many others

| you are happily pofleffed of, could not fail of
preferving you from many inconveniencies,
~ and of fecuring to you that amiable character

to which you are already fo juftly intitled.”
You fhifted th’i's fubje& when I was laft
with you, and therefore I thall now take the

Nliberty of laying before you a ftate of your

own affairs, . that you may judge for yourfelf,

whether

[ 5 1]

whether you have not hitherto ated wrong.
"You have fpent the legacy your uncle left you
- of 2000 1.3 and all your eftate confifts in

land, which I find, by the rental your father

~ gave me a little before his death, (and Tknow

it ‘has had no alteration fince your time), is

'9oo’l. a-year. And ‘this was a confiderable

thing fixty five years ago, when your grand-
father died, as there were then but very few
taxes and duties for the fubjects to pay; and

therefore he could live with great hofp1tahty, |
as the Gentlemen of England generally did in

thofe profperous times. But, alas! Sir, thofe

halcyon days are miferably changed, and
~your father, even in his time, felt the diffe-
‘rence, by living in the fame manner as his fa-
ther had done before him, and by that means
 Teft a mortgage upon his eftate of 2000 /

which is ftill unpaid.
Now, Sir, though you are told by your
neighbour s, that you have a good eftate, and

are often reminded by fome of them whata -
~--plentxf‘ul table your anceftors kept, in order

to induce you to do the like; yet you mufc
not imagine that you can do as they did, un-

‘ief's you are determined to be foon undone:
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and your eftate will then probably fall to the
fhare of fome rapacious ftockjobber, who gets
his money, by preying upon the very vitals
of .the nation, without rendering even the

f{inalleft degree of fervice in return, .-

Confider, Sir, the difference between for»
mer times and thefe. ‘The nation now owes

a debt of eighty millions, all contrated fince
-the revolurion; you mult pay your part of

the intereft of this debt.

‘In your grandfather’s time, the annual in-

come of the eftate you now have, produced in

“¢afh to him 870 /. after all dedu&ions for-

taxes and duties ; but you now pay out of the

fame eftate, by the vaft increafe of taxes and |

duties, at leaft 450 /, a-year ; fo that one half

of the income of your eftate is gone from -
-you; and you alfo pay go /. per annum for

intereft of the 2000/ due an the mortgage.

You fee, :therefore, that you cannot live

half {o well as your grandfather did ; and yet

you conftantly treat your friends with a va-

riety of expenfive dithes, as well as of wines,

You come to London once a-year, and doubt=

lefs partake of the follies and luxuries of this

d@bauched town ; -and there are. enemies of
i o - ' your

[ 7 ]

your’s and mine. in high places, who are glad
to fee you and other country Gentlemen aét
in this manner. Ido affure you, they rejoice
to fee the old Englifh {pirit enervated, and the

- good old families reduced to a ftate of depend-

ence: for it is by thefe means that they are

tempted to fall into venality, and every de-

gree of corruption, : ,

Confider therefore, dear Sir, how great a

virtue it is to be frugal, how abfolutely ne-
ceffary it is for an honeft - man to be fo, and
how unhappy the confequences muft be, if
you fhould not be fo. :
Let me therefore advife you to recolle&:
yourfelf, and to employ thofe great talents

- you are matfter of, in the fervice of your coun-

try, and in: the pradtice of an exa& ceconomy
in your own concerns. To whichend I would
advife you to get -out of debt immédiately,
by felling 100 /. per annum of your eftate,
This, at twenty {ix years purchafe, (which may
be got for it), will be 2600 /.

You now pay four and a ‘half per cem‘. for

this 2000 /. which is go /. a year; you owe
one year’s intereft, and about 100 /. befides;
and that is your whole debt: fo by this fale

‘ o . you
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you will be a free man, and have in your poca
ket above 400 /. befides your eftate.
This money I would advifé you to lend to
your neighbour Mr. #———, who is an ho-
neft, induftrious, and Wealthy ‘man ; which

-will increafe his trade: and he will give you

4 per cent. for it, and let you have your prin-

cipal whenever you have a real occafion for

it.- This will be ferviceable to yourfelf and him
too: whereas if ‘you put your money into the

~ funds, you do your part towards ftopping the

channels of commerce, which are almoft ftag-
nated already by means of thofe pernicious
ftocks and-ftock-jobbers. - :

- Your uncle had 12,000 /. in South-Sea an-
nuities; and when we lately difcourfed toge-
ther on the fubjec of the funds, and how ne-

ceffary it was for every honeft man to do what

he could for the fervice of his country, he
was {o thoroughly convinced that he could
employ his money to a worthier i)urpofe, that
he immediately fold out his ftocks, and lent

Ppart of it ‘to'a merchant here of great reputa-

tion at 4 per cent. and the reft he fubfcribed

‘to the encouragement of the Britifh herring-

fithery ; which has moft ﬂmmefully been neg-
lefted,

[TV . oy - n AR L TR S T
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lefted, or rather difcouraged, for a -great |

number of years; but is now reviving with
a {pirit becoming Eng/ifbmen; and is, indeed,
a great and interefting obje®, demanding the

~attention of every man of fenfe and integrity.

If we fuffer this undertaking to drop again
through any negle@, or through any worfg
caufe, we fhall deferve all the miféries that
can befall us. It is our natural right, exclu-
five of all other nations; and God and na-

- ture, and the diftreffes of our bleeding coun-

try, loudly call upon us diligently to preferve
it entirely to ourfelves, as it will employ a
multitude of poor people, increafe the num-

ber of our feamen, encourage our navigation,
- produce immenfe riches, and regain our repu-

tation abroad and at home.

'We have been dupes too long already, God
knows, to the Dutch, and to many other
frates, and have been fadly requited ; but our
minifterial quacks can furely now no longer

impofe upon us with the ftale delufive phan-_

tom of the balance of power upon the conti-

nent, nor the neceffity of. fupporting the

Dutch in all events, by comparing them and
us to two nexghboms with their houfe on fire,
- and

i
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. and that confequently we muft, in all events,

affift them to faveourfelves. But this com-

‘parifon is very wrong and far fetched. For;

in the firft place, our houfe is not by that
means in danger; we have a ftrong partition«
wall to fecure us, and we may keep that up at
a much le(s expence than we have too often
been at in affifting them. :

Tt is certain their houfe may be i a flame,
and we in no danger; as the Duke of York
formerly convinced them, to their fhame, and
our glory.

But to return to the firft purpofe of my lets :
ter, which was to recommend to you the nes

ceflity of FRUGALITY !
My grandfather often told me a particular

“anecdote of his life, upon this fubjet, that

had a moft excellent effect. It was this.
‘In the beginning of the year 1658, while
King Charles 11. (then ftyled by the rebels zhe

young prefender) was by the murderers of his

royal father kept out of his dominions, he
fent a meffenger to my grandfather to borrow
of him 500 /. which he faid would be of
great ufe to him, and was immediately want-
ed. My grandfather, who was then a young

man,

q
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man;, and had a well-conditioned- eftate of
1160/, a-year, was unprepared with any rea-
dy money ; which almoft ovércame him with
f'o‘rlfow'and thame, becaufehe could not imme-
diately comply withi this requeft; and which
he knew was occafioned by his having i impro-
Vldently fpent great part of his yearly income
in fuperfluous thmgs, and, among the reft,

~in frequent clubs: ‘with other honeft cavaliers

in drinking the King’s health, but doing him
mo real fervice. He therefore refolved, that,
for- the future, he would be frugal of his

- money for better purpofes; and was convin-

ced, that frequent carouf'als, Whllc his King
and country were both in dxﬁreﬁ:, did not

“confilt with- good fenfe or decency: and
-therefore, like an honeft Briton, he. got free

from any {uperfluous expences, and foon fent

~ his 'Majefty double the fm he had defired;

and fold 3000 /. worth of his lands, "~ that he

“might always have by hlm fome ready money
~to ferve his King and country upon any fu-
-ture’ emergency : and he was befides deter-

mined to forego a thoufand expenﬁve recre=
ations, which never brought any folid joy;

. and therefcre he forfook them all except hunt-

B : ing,
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‘ing, which he was fond of, and the more fo,
as it adminiftred to his health. The relt of
his time, and what money he could conve-

- niently -part with, was employed in doing
good offices. to thofe who had fuffered in the
:Royal caufe; and particularly to the poor E-
-pi-fcopal clergy, who were driven from their
livings for refufing the unrighteous covenant
¢o the ufurper. Healfo gave money to fome

* of the honeft foldiery, to be mindful of their
King, when time (hould ferve. And he often
' affured me, that, by this alteration of his

. meafures, he enjoyed.a thoufand times more
real fatisfaltion than he had ever done before,

was more highly- valued ‘and cfteemed by his
friends, and his example was followed by
- many other cavaliers of thofe times; “which,

‘though not the caufe of - the reftoration, yet

_occafioned a better difpofition in the people
to receive their Kings and might probably be
. one of thofe means that drew down that blef-
fing of heaven upon. this land.
But I muft now -conclude this part of my.

letter, after telling you,. that, when peace |

.and plenty were reftored, he continued his
. frugality ; and yet his manner of. living was
‘ open

i SRR SO
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| Qpep and ‘generous, and at his death hé left
thoufand pound to each of his younger chil-
dren, who were eight in number: '
You and I, Sir, have the misfortune to

live in an age and country where every vir-

tue is di»fbountcnanced," and every fort of
;u?;ux'y, corruption, and extravagance, - is pra--
&ifed, and thofe things are encouraged b
numbers of” placemen and 'penﬁoﬁérs ; andy
though country-gentlemen pay 'large’ly toj
yvards‘ thefe things, yet they are fo weak as
to fall in with them ‘into all thofé enormities,
an'd fribble away their time and moneyi'if:- |
mafquerades, drinking, drefling, gaiﬁing and
fi]ﬁlh like expenfive and corrupt diverf,ion‘s'
till by being habituated to thofe vices | aﬁc;
gt the fame time ruining their fortunes ' they
:-u-‘e‘ defpifed by both parties, and at'l;ﬁ be)f/
Come the mercenary dependent tools of a
profperous, though detefted fattion, -

It is therefore high time for us to think

and a& as becomes men of fenfe, -and true
;overs of our country, and to repent of our
patt follies, as we are doubtlefs accountable
to God and our country for every wilful
nggle& o}f_‘kodr' duty to either; and a'sA itisa
B 2 fhame
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fhame to live without doing fome fervice ta

the commonwealth, it is ftill a greater to.do

hurt to it, by our being bad examples in it..

I would not be underftood to mean, that
.you thould live a reclufe, or defert your old
friends; this is no part of your duty, or my

defire : but, on the contrary, I would ad-

vife you to be with them on all feaforiabl.c: oc-
cafions, to be always courteous and obliging
tdthem, ~and by ‘all laudable means kc’;ep ug
their {pirits and your own, and you 11 fing
that your example will do great fervice to

e many others. : L
th}mhirir: alreZdy 'wrote' you a long letter,
but have not yet given an anfwer to your laft
obliging one that éame with the partridges,
which were very good. ,

1 perceive you are reading the Engli 4 hi- |
ﬁo;'y by the queftions you afk ; and I with 1.

was able to anfwer all of them to your fatif-
fa&ion.  Your firft queftion is, Wl.lether the
6ath or covenant that was taken to Oliver Groms
wel Wé.s'bi’nding upon fuch as folemnly took

it ? I anfwer, No. And the great Dr. Saun-~'

derfon, . and all cafuifts and confiderable di-
wines. ¢ of my opinion, that nothing can
T ' y o bind

[ 15 ]

bind to iniquity ; and therefore the great fin-
was in taking fuch oaths, and. not in break-. -
ing them. As for inftance,  if through hope.
of reward, or fear of" punifhment, I fhould-

fwear to be undutiful to my father, or to take

away his life, my crime would be the taking:

this oath, but would be doubly increafed,.

B . if Tkeptit; and therefore. the taking fuch

. . oaths, and. not the breaking them, is to be.

repented of, - _

- Your next queftion is, How a fubjet is to

behave, where the lawful fupreme magiftrate,
or any great officer by his adthbrity,’ diredts.
you, as a fubordinate officer, to do a thing
againft the laws and libertics of your fellow-.

- fubje&ts ? I anfiver, You are not to do what -

is fo commanded; but rather to lofe your of-
fice, nay, even your life, than to be an in-
frument in violating the laws or liberties of
your fellow-fubjefts: for as Cefar. has his
rights and prerogatives, - which the people.
muft not feek to violate; fo the {ubjeéts alfo
have their rights and properties, which the
fovereign muft not invade : and if he gives
2 commiflion to any of his officers to do any
3t againft the laws and ftatutes of  this

realm,

)
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sealm, ‘that commiffion is void 5 ‘and thofe
who a& under it are pum(hable for their
condu&, becaufe every man is prefumed to
know the laws of his country : fo that a
man may be a true martyr for his country,
ih preferring the rights of the people to his
own life, as well as for his King, in vindi-
cating his rlghts againft the violerice of rebels
or ufurpers. 'The whole of the matter, there-
fore, is this: We muft be true to the con-
ftitution ; and whenever it is broken or in-
frmged by vwlence or craft, by corruption

or treachery, it is the duty of every honeft

man, by all legal methods to exert his utmoft
efforts to reftore it to its tiue and proper

ftate. :
Your next queftion is, Whether, in any
of' my dlf'courfes concermng the REvorLvu-

Trow, L did not once declare, that the pre-.

tender was a fuppofititious child and an im-

poftor, orat leaft that he was not the lawful

fon of' King ' Fames : 2 Now, in anfwer to

this, I can affure you upon my honour, that
whatever oplnlon I'may have entertamed of

the REVOLUTION, I never faid’ 'my fuch

thing, nor ever once thought fo. Tam not

{o

[ 17 ]
o bzgotaed as to offer any thing againft truth

or probability, and I ‘have no reafon to
doubt the evidence recorded in the court of

~ Chancery of hisbirth; and efpecially ashe was
. owned by the King and Queen as their law-

ful child; and King Fames, with.all his
faults, had a tender love for his two. -daugh-
ters, and was never taxed . with a want of
natural affetion to either of them .and be-
ﬁdes, you know, that that egregious rogue
Furrzr, when he pretendc_:d,that he would
prove the illegitimacy, did, inftead of it
prove himfelf an incorrigible villain, “and
was voted to be- fuch by the houfe of Com-
mons, and ordered to ftand in the plllory
for hxs fraudulent attempt and impofition.

Tbm'-wds tbe cm’tz:ﬂ' curs’d -wztb Milo’.; ¢}1d,~ _
”"szlg’d inthat tiin&er which he ﬁrove to rj_end. '

Conﬁder, my dear er,, the ﬁrange pre-_
Judlces and partialities to which mankind is
lisble. The generality of men indeed run

with the herd, without any reflexions at all;
others are biaffed by their education, and o- ,
_thers_ have little _underﬂandlng, ~and weak

judgments:
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judgments ¢ fo that you muft never fhew any
'rancour or ill-will to any-of them, but bear
“with their infirmities, and feek to gain them
‘to " their duty by your own  good example,
-and an univerfal benevolence and good-na-
ture; and then, let the confequence be as it
-may, you will be fafe and happy. -

" Your next queftion ‘is, ‘Whether I ama
~Whig or a Tory, and what my opxmon is of
ieach party :
I do- aﬂ'ure you, my dear Sir, I am of
-neither of thofe parties ; and I hope, as you
‘are in a private ftation, as well as T.am,. that
“you are not dlftmomfhcd by elther of‘ thofe
*charaters. ~ :

As to my opinion of them, it ﬁgmﬁes but
llttle, but, as you alk 1t, I muPc not 1efufe
you.

The Whigs, from fuch- obfervmons as I
have been able to make, are a bufy infidious

" fet'of men, who ‘are induftrious enough in
‘thinking and contriving how to carry any of
their fchemes into execution, and will not bog-
gle at the means of Compaﬂing their ends;
-for they are-apt to: meaﬁuc right and wxoug

‘only by events. :
: The

[ 19 1]
The Tories are a good-natured fort of‘ peo+.

ple, who do neither good nor h'lrm, and
don’t trouble’ themfelvcs with thinking at all,

“or contriving any fchemes  to compafs quat

they with for i they love their bottle and
their friend ; and if thexr pludence were es
qual to their good intentions, and to. the
bravery and honeﬁy of their hearts; they’
would foon become def'ervedly eﬁeemed by
all men of virtue and publick fpirit. o
The Whigs are like bold emplrlcs and
quack-doctors : they_ always promife to do
wonderful cures to the body-pol_i:ti”c;};, but
when employed, have ever failed .in their
performance ; 'md if by chance they re-
move one evil; you generally find that theyf
introduce a number of greater. They are of
a four difpofition, factious out of po'wer, and
over-bearing, oppreflive, and bloody in it ;
and, in general are Infidels or Deifts, free
from all the reftraints of the Chriffianreligion ;
but pretend much to a moral religion of their
own framing, wherein neither faith, hope,
nor charity have any. p]’xcg. But _although
this is my opinion of the greétef part of' the

' szg:, the1e are among them thofe whom T

G ‘ have
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’h‘ave all imaginablé reafon to think are frue .

Jovers of their country, and for whom.I'hav‘e'
a great honour and eﬁeem;‘ and I 1mpu.t;.
their political errors rather to involuntary mif*
takes than to any bad defigns. - | :
"1t is rather to be Jamented than wondered
at, that they are mifled in their notions, when
4 is confidered what number of books have
been publithed by men of great parts and
learning ; fome of whom have wrote fpr po-
puIéri'ty, and fome for pay; gnd' who apr
peal rather to.the paffions of ‘their reader?,
than to the laws and conftitution of their

~country ; knowing, that mankind, from the

corruption of their nature, are too apt to
embrace every thing that promifes liberty 3

without confidering, that to prevent anarchy
and confufion, there muft neceflarily be fome
réﬁféims and _ Boundaries marked out by pu-
blick ancj fixed laws. And though from the
imperfetions of human wifdom the laws do

not, nor can guard againft every accident 3
~ yet we may be fure it is our wifeft and fafeft

way to fubmit to thems otherwife the qu
of nature would not have fo ftrifkly com-

manded our obedience to human laws, and to -

lawful

)
i
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- lawful magiftrates; their power being deris
ved from him, and all the powers that be,
are of God. The conftru&ion of the word
powers has been fadly tortured by ill-de-
figning men; - but the true meaning is, and
¢an be no other than that fubmiffion thould
be made to fuch perfons who have authority
and a moral capacity to inforce obedience :
for if power meant mere force, then this ab-
furdity would follow, that every fuccefsful
violence would be the power of God; and
then confequently the devil, and ufurpers’
upon the conftitution, and robbers on the
highway, who have all of them doubtlefs’
fome power, muflt be fubmitted to as the or-

dinance of God; which as it would be hor-

rid to affirm, {o would it confound the com-

' mon received notions of right and wrong,

and encourage all forts of rapine and injuftice.

But there is in this nation another fet of
men, (befides the two parties before deferi-
bed), fome of whom are of great quality, and
many of great honour, ‘virtue, and good

| fenfe, who love their country, and do all in

their power to ferve it: and it is a great com-
fort to me to find, that their numbers have

_lately
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Jately increafeds and- it is hoped will flill ins
creafe by their example ; as I know them. to
be generous, Open, and brave men, who de-
light in doing good, and are greatly beloved.
. The worthy young Gentleman, whom you
call b'y the name of OpTIMUS, is indeed a
moft excellent pattern for imitation. He1s
wife and juft; he has true and prcrienc;ed
fortitude, with great humanity, and an ins
¢omparable fivectnefs of temper ;- he can ﬁ.lf—
tain any perfonal hardfhips without complain=
jng; he is prudent and temperate, co;ldc?s
fcending to his inferiors, conftant to. his
fiiends, and generous. even to his enemies 3
and indeed he is {0 good a man, thgt Idon’t
know one virtue but what he poffeffes in th.c
higheft degree. T find there are hopes of his
beirig' in the next new parliament, - where we
may be fure he will do all he can fg; the good
of his country, which he fincerely loves, and,
I dare anfwer for it, will always prefer to any
- 'perf'o’né’l‘ intereft or concerns of his own. I

was forry. to hear, that your Parfon, in his’

late occafional fermon, made ufe of fuch bit-
ter inve&ives againft. thofe who have the hap-

pinefs to think or a&,OI‘hef‘Wife than he do_eS;' |

and

[ 23 1 |
and ‘that ‘he fhould from. the. pulpit affirmy.
things, which he muft- know (if he knows
any thing)’- “to be without the leaft foundation
of truth. - ‘Thefe are things very contrary to
Chriftianity, and véry unbecoming the chara-
&er. of a'Gentleman, - and much.-more of 2
prieft of the church of England. . But you
know he ‘'was bred a’ Préfbyterian, and has a
good deat of that four leaven ftill about. him.
God grant he may be difappointed in.the. pro-
motion he is {o earneftly foliciting ! for fuch

- a man is a reproach to Proteftants, and a fcan-

“dal to fociety. Witnefs the following pa-

: ra‘graph in his fermon, where he fays, Z5af,
‘with fadnefs of heart, be finds there is a num-

\ber of Popifly Proteftants in this nation, wha
gre Jacobites in their hearts, .and wifb for a
change from good to bad, from a ftate of vaft
happinefs and plenty, to that of poverty and
confifion. What (fays he) do thefe turbulent

“carndl-minded men’ deferve, but gibbets and
axes for their impudence! For it is not doubt-

ed, but they are the fpawn-of the [Carlet whore,
high-flying gentry, a Scotch plaid faction, a

wrebellious crew.

Here’s a _pretty firing of tender expreffions

for
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for a preacher of the gofpel, on which many
remarks might be made to his difadvantage;
but I fhall only fay, what was once fmartly
.obferved upon another occafion, that #his /it~
-ter of epithets is like a bitch overflocked with
puppies, and fucks the fenfe almoft 2o fkin
and bone.

I believe you now thmk it high time to
conclude this long letter ; which I fhall do,
-with wifhing moft fincerely that you ‘may
long live in health and innocence, peace and
"~plenty, and am, _
| s I R,

" Your affectionate humble fervant,

-P S. You may make what ufe you pleaf'e of

. any letters I write to you; foras Iam well
) affured, that what I write is not contrar_y
~ to law or religion, to good manners or

. good nature, I care not who fees what [

- write; if it makes you a better, or a hap-~

- pier man, my end is anfwered.
1 Cﬁgﬁ;&haz*—ﬁz)aré,
- 0ck 3. 17350,
F I N I 8.




