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% Confefs. the Jultice of your Remark,
%0 that T might have. been more  explicit’

&5 in fetting forth the legal Rights of Na-
Ui tural-born Fews to purchafe Lands in
CTEONS  Fee. Indeed I was unwilling te fup-
pofe, that any Perfons were fo devoid of commion '
Senfe as to believe the contrary. . Forwith Refpectto

- the public Cry, No Fews ! No Naturalization! Chrif-

tianity, and Old England for ever 1 They are known ta
be Words of .Courfe, invented purely for, the Sake

V of inflaming the unthinking Populace againft. the =

next general Election. For, what could the difaf-

fected Party do . (whofe great End is defeated, when

any Meafures are purfued that really tend to the Na-
T | A 2 K - tional
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4 A fecond LETTER fo a FrR1END
tional Advantage ; becaufe that would confirm Peos
- plein their Love and Obedience to the prefent Go.-
- vernment ;) — I fay,- What could they do, and how
- greatly - would they be “diftrefled, - if they were’ de-
bagred. the. Province of inventing Lies, -and propa-
gating Faltheeds 2. Thus, for Example, Church and
Sacheverell'l' were-formerly the ‘Watch-Words, ' and
lafted long : And while thefe cant Terms could e
ufed - as Engines to difturb the. p “Tranquility
and “ferve the Interefts of France, fo long the #eli-
~ gious . Lord ‘BorLinBrOKkE, the bongft Alderman
- BarBER, and chaffe Mrs Mant v, with Hundreds
- of others of the fame virtuous Chara@ers, were zeal-
.ous Friends to THE Cuurcn, and would drink, with
great Fervour, Damnation to Fanatics. But when

this-Pretence was worn out, and could ferve'no long-

€1, then they threw off the Mafk, and  gloried to
appear in their proper Colouss, viz. Deifts by Pro-

eflion, as they were known before Atheifts in Prac-
tice : Therefore; I concluded, That as the fame

Game was playing over again, People muft fee the.

- real Drift of the prefent Clamo
only as the Lye of the Day.
BuT fince you affure me,
good Underftandings in other Refpeéts, and of ho-
‘neft Hearts, are made to believe, through want of
proper Information, and by feeing through falfe Me-
‘diums, That Natural -born Fews cannot putchafe
~ Lands; nay, That all their Goods and Pofleffions
“lie at the meer Mercy of the Crown s I’ fhall for

urs, and regard them

their Sakes attempt to ’fct;his Matter in a clear |

Light, and fugget. fuch Reafons as will enable them
- to detett every Fallacy that may be offered.
~* First then it will be proper to {ketch out a gene-
- ral Idea of our antient Conttitution, during the
former Refidence of the Fews in England, viz. from
~the Congquett till the eighteenth Year of Epwarp I.
the Time of their Departure tais

e. public Tranquility,

that many Perfons of |

arture ; ‘containing a-Space of |

comcerning NATURALIZATIONS, &
about two hundred Years. -~ And afterwards we may
proceed to comparethat Plan of: Government with
the prefent, and obferve how far our Conftitution
has been altered, and whether for the better; or the

worfe.— .. ot
- Now as our antient Conftitution was only a Part
of that Gothic Government, which overfpread all

Europe, though in fome Places .a little differently:
“modified from others; it may be fufficient to ob-
ferve, That the Gothic Governments allowed, ina
civil Senfe, only three Diftinctions of People, . the
‘Military Clafs, the Servile, and the Clafs of Citi-

zens and Burghers.

| - 1. T HE Military Clafs: The_ffc: Were}vériouﬁy dig~

nified, and diftinguithed according to their Rank

and Quality. But they all agreed in this, That they ‘

were Soldiers by Birth and Profeffion : The greater Te-

- nants, otherwife called Barons, held their Eftates im-
- mediately from the Crown ; and moft of the Knights,

Efquires, Gentlemen, and others, held by Military

" Service under them. But the general Nature of the
- Military Tenure, though it paffed under different
Names, was the fame throughout, viz. That when-

ever the immediate Lord called upon his -Military

Tenants, they were to obey his Summons," attend:

‘him to the Wars, and bring together fuch a Propor-
tion of Men, as their refpeltive Eftates were charg-

ed with: And thefe Tenures were. fo Atrictly kepe

“up, that Ecclefiaftics’ themfelves, Bithops and Ab-
- bots were not exempted ; “but often forced to attend
in Perfon, and always obliged to fend their Quota of

Men, according to their Baronies and Fiefs.

I Tue Bafe or-Servile Clafs : Thefe were other-

- wife called Fillains, being -in reality the Slaves of
their Lords.  Moft of them belonged to fome paiti~ -

- cular Eftate or Manor, and might be bought and
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fold together with the Lands. - “'They durft not * ftp

beyond the Bounds: of their Manor,~ without the

exprefs Leave of their Lord, and never were en-
trufted with Arms, or brought to the Wars, 'but in
Times of the greateft Exigency. However, in Pro«

cefs of Time- they acquired a little more Liberty,

and had feveral Privileges and Advantages confer-

red upon them by Means of Copyholds, Socage, ‘Te-
‘nures, &e. and could obtain fome tolerable Redrefs

-

from their Grievances, -~ ~

A

- III THEthlld Clafs\was tha‘t of Citizens and Bx,i»rgli;

“ers; thefe were all, or for the.moft Part, Liberi
Homines Regni, Freemen of the Realm, as well ay
- fre¢ of their refpe&ive Cities, or Towns. “But be- -
- ing bred up to Trades, they were not regarded in
the fame honourable Light, as thofe who were Gen-
tlemen, or Soldiers by Birth and Profeflion.  Yet in
Fact, they had fo much of the Military Air of the
Gothic Conftitution, that they were confidered: as -

the

% Note, Th'is‘ Reﬁx.'e;int upon Sla&es /!n_ot to fcir‘beyond the
Bounds. of their Manors, feems to have fuggefted the firft Thought

for obliging the Poor not to leave their reipective Parithes (which

were originally of the fame Extent with the Maner). unlefs they
had Certificates for that Purpofe.  But the Makers of thofe Laws

little confidered the Difference of Times, and the Variation of

Circamftances. . For in_a Commercial Country, the People muft

follow-their Work, be: it far- or near; and as Trade and Manu--

fattures are always  fhifting Places ; nay, as- one Kind of Work

_may only laft the Summer Seafon, and: another at a Diftance. be

- properer for the Winter:—It therefore feems unavoidable, That

People fhould be permitted to remove, as their Work removes. ==
As to Certificates .of Parith Settlements, removing of Paupers,
Law-8uits, (¢, they are the Nuifance of a trading Nation ; -they

hart the Rich, difcourage the Poor, and ferve only to fet Parifhes, |

and Neighbours at Variance. if -each Parifh were obliged to
maintain thofe poor Perfons, that “had refided and worked among
them for a competent Time (fuppofe. fix Months) ‘and then were
taken fick, or otherwife incapacitated from Labour; every one

muft fee, that this is the jufteft and faireft Method, as the Parifh,
had reaped fome Benefit from their Labour, and would prove in -

the End much the cheapeft,

concerning NATURALIZAT IONs. &

the proper Garrifon of their refpective: Towns, and
did Military Duty very regularly, having Arms and
Accoutrements, and . fet Times for’ Exercife. - In
great Cities each particular- Trade,. ‘where the Nums
ber was fufficient, was ere€ted:into a ditin&t Com-
munity, having their refpective Badges, Trophics,

this incorporated Company was properly the Captain

and Colours : The ‘Mafter for the Time being of

of his Trade, as the Mayor was the Colonel of the.
_ fWholf;Rég’i_ment,-q;gndfjt(;lo’in_m_andcr;'in Chief within
' And they were iobliged to this
- Punttuality of Military Difcipline, not. only by.the -

his own Garrifon,

Common Law of the Realm,.but'by exprefs-Sta-
tutes, one of which was made-at the very Time un-

~ der.our prefent Confideration,  viz. 1 3 Er1z. 1 Stat, .

of Winchefier, Chap. 4. ~"This.” A& prefcribes “the
Hours at which the Gates of’ walled Towns fhall be
fhut.and opened, ‘the Number of Burghers. required

to do Duty at each Gate,- and'the Obligation laid

upon all Perfons,. even - Inmates,: :to--lodge “every

- Night within the Town, not in the Suburbs ;  with

~ other Matters of .the like Import.:.- And at the 6th
Chap. of the fame Statute, a very. patticular Provi: -
-fion is made for arming all the free Subjeéts. of ‘the
Kingdom, from the Years of F ifteento Sixty. :But
+ note, "This was no new Law, but only the Revival
of an. antient Cuftom, as- appears from the wvery

Words of ;'t'hc: Statute,

Axp chere, Sir, g‘ive,me'LeaiVé to make a fmall :
-Digreffion, ‘inr-\ordvel";-toexpflain a Phrafe or two, ftill

retained in the Oaths of the Freemen of the City of

Briftel, and of many other Places ; ‘though not one
in ten thoufand can _bevfkwp,pofed: to know the:b’rigi.—. g

nal Meaning of them.

Tus firft is, where the Perfon fwears at Admiffion

to his Freedom,. that he will not take an Appren-

tice who is Bond in Bloed, Now the Bond in Blood
Were no other than- the Slaves or Villains, that is,
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8 A fecond LETTER f a FRIEND
the fecond Clafs of Men here fet forth.  And the
 Reafon why' this extraordinary Care was taken to
sprevent fuch Perforis becoming ‘Citizens, or Burgh-~
ers, was this,” That after they had learnt the Trade,
and even fet up, the Lord or Mafter could ftill

" challenge them as'his Slaves, and take them away
‘as -his: proper ‘Goods . and: Chattles, ' becaufe. they

 were. Bond in Blood: Which A might not only
~ bring a Difgrace on the City, but alfo a Detriment,

jnafmuch as the Slave, being obliged to attend his -

Mafter, would not only carry the Myftery of the

Trade along with him, but might ‘inftruét other
‘Slaves alfo in the fame. - 7 -
. T other Inftance is the following; A Free-
man promifes on Oath, that he 'will zever wear
any Man's Livery But- Mr Mayer’s. This, you will
fay, is -a very odd kind of a Promife; but it was
neceffary to be made in thofe Days. ’For the Li-

-wery here intended, was not the modern Livery of |
~Servants, but the Livery -of Retaining: That isa. |
‘Livery, or Badge, whereby one Perfon was fuppofed

" tobe retained, and ready to engage in all the Quarrels
of another, right or.wrong. - - s

~ Beiieve me, Sir, L am in Pai

,Tam in Pain for you, on account
of this Narration. ' For when you read it, you will

hardly think it canbe true; and yet at the fame

Time your Régard for: the Writer would make you
conclude, that he would not impofe upon you. with

idle Stories and Romances.. Therefore to put your

‘Faith, or your Friendthip no longer to the Trial, I
‘beg Leave to produce one Voucher among many,

- gvenan A& of Parliament, ift of Ricu. IL Chap. 7.

~.made on purpofe to correct thofe Exceffes, The

Words of the. A& are as follows, < Item, Becaufe

¢ that divers- People of {mall Revenue in Lands,
& Rents, or other Poffeffions, do make great Reti-

~ ¢¢ nue of. People, as well-"of ‘Efquires as othérs, in
¢ many Parts of the Realm, giving to them Hats, -

. ¢ and
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« and other Liveries of one Suit by the Year, tak= . *
« ing of them the Value of the fame Livery, or
« percafe double Value, by fuch Covenant and zzlﬂ"u-
« rance, that évery of ‘them' fhall maintain other
< in-all Quarrels be they reafonable or untealona-
« ble, to the great Mifchief and Oppreflion of the

% People, Itis erdained and affented, €5¢.

-~ Axp now, my good Friend, what think youcf

- an Englifp Efquire taking a Hat for a Livery to be. -

another’s Bully by the Year, in all his Quarrels 'r4-,
fonable or unreafonable? “Is there any Thing that

I have faid equal to this? But it feenws the good .

‘People “of Cities and 'Boroughs, would engage in
no Quarrels but ‘thefe of Mr Mayor : and him they
thought thémfelves bound in Daty and Honour to

fupport per Fas aut Nefas, efpecially if it was in a
| Matter that'regarded fome other Town: For every =~

hcg)rporatign ‘thought themfelves in a State of War
with the other; ‘and that they had a Right to make
Reprifals upon the Enemy ;—or, as Lord :Coke ex-

| prefles it, in his 2d Inftitute, p. 204. ¢ The Mif-

“ chief was, That divers Cities, the Cinque Ports,
« Boroughs, Towns Corporate, €Fc. within this -
“ Realm,  did ‘claim Juch a Caftom, That if any of
“ one- City, Society, or Merchant-Guild, were in-

¢ debted to any of iar,l()’the'i“?,-"-‘--Theh'if 'a_riy\IOthér'
“ Perfon of ‘the fameCity, Society, or Merchant-

| “ Guild that the Debtor was of, came into.the City,

“ Society, or Merchant-Guild-whereof the Creditor
“ was,—That he (the Creditor) would charge fuch -
“ a Forerener for the Debt of the other.”” Doubt-
lefs thefe were very happy Times! And what a

‘Pity is it, That thofe Perfons who are fo lavith in

their Praifes of Old England, and diffatisfied with our
pr;:;enz) modcr}t: Conttitution, had not lived in thefe
golden Days, when they might have enjoyed O/d Eng-
lerd in Perfe@tion ? Kt J y ”g
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" To return -therefore to ‘the general Subjeét';—
~ Fromwhat has beén faid, you may conceive a fuf-
ficient Idea of the Nature of the Gothic Conftitu-
- tion'; at leaft fo far as relates to the Subjeét before
 us: For there is no need of defcending into minuter
Diftin¢tions ‘and Subdivifions. And from hence it
appears,. That all Perfons whatever were, in fome
‘Senfe, either fighting Men or Slaves. As fighting
Men they were almoft coptinually in Exercife ; be-
caufe the Kingdom was fcarce twelve Months toge-
ther without Broils or Commotions, -in-one Part or
other; fometimes the Kings and the Barons entered

" the Lifts with all the Fury and Rancour of a Civil

War; and very often the Barons made Inroads on
each other, in which the neighbouring Towns-and

Cities were fure to be involved ; .at other Times the [
o . " " -+ 3 g h ; v

~in ‘perpetual

Scotch and Welch held the' Kingdom in
Alarms. And where pothing of this happened, there
‘were Feuds among themfelves, and fometimes Trials
at Law decided by Duels, and fingle Combats in a
kind of judicial Way. -~ - .
" Now in fuch a Situation_to what Clafs of People
could the Fews be fuppofed to belong?. not to the
firft Clafs, becaufe thefe were the Barons of the
 Realm, the Knights, and Soldiers by Birth and Pro-
- feflion: They were the Men of Arms; but the Jews
~ would not have been allowed to'carry Arms, had

‘they attempted it.

' "AND as to the fct:fo'ndlClafé’,' Tﬁéy-.véere ndbther

~ than Woodgytters, Forefters, Huntfmen, Herdf-  §

‘men, and Ploughmen, as far as the Knowledge of
~the Plough and Agriculture obtainéd in thofe bar-
~barous Times, ~But the Fews were bred up to other

" Employments, and confequently ‘were not fit for ®
“any of thefe Purpofes. Not to mention that the |

~* Villains, or Slaves belonging to Manors, were Per-
- ons'whofe ‘Anceftors, for the moft Part, had f‘?f\‘@,d
R | o T T
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in the fime Capacity, being regarded as Appendages |

to the Freehold. , A ; _ ,
~Anp with Refpect to the third Clafs, the Citizens

and Burgefles, it is eafy to fee, That they never

would incorporate with the Yews, both for Reafon

- of 'Monopoly and Self-Intereft, as well as many-

others.—Indeed, if. they had laid the former afide,
there were feveral Confiderations that’ would have
prevented. - For the Fews were not only debarred
the Ufe of Arms, but they could not join in the re-
‘ligious Proceflions in honour of their refpetive tute-
lar Saints, which was one great Employment of the
Companies of Trades in thofe Times. R

| - THEREFORE, upon the Whole, in'What‘;Ligh:t |

could thefe Fews be confidered at that Juncture, but
as the immediate Dependants on the Crown, and
wholly protected by the Royal Prerogative?  For

- they were not of the Military Order s5—They were

not Villains belonging to Manotrs;—They were not - -
Burgefles : .So that in thort no other State remained
for them, but to be the immediate Vafials of the -
Crown.” And I am fo far from denying what an
eminent Perfon in the Law hath lately quoted out of
Spelman, and other old Writers, wiz. Yudei ¢ omnia

| fua Regis funt : i e.  The Fews and all that belong;

“ to them are the King’s Property *__T fay, I am

| [0 far from denying it, that I maintain it muft have

been fo at that Junéture, according to the Conflitu- -

‘tion then in being,—Nay, this farther appears, if we
‘confider, thar the King had:a Right to Military

Servic_e;'r-_ fx:‘om -all Lands, and all Subjeéts whatever ;
therefore if the Fews-were permitted to fettle in Eng-
land at fuch a Seafon, and to purchafe Lands, (of

which the moft authentic Records are il extant)

he had it in-his. Power to prefcribe what Terms,
and Conditions he pleafed by way of eguivalent for

.the MilitarYﬂS\ervic’e, and as’a Compenfation for his
Royal Prote@tion, .~ T

B2 - Navy,




12 A fecond LeTTeR # @ FRiznD
Nav, fuppofe thefe People had not been Fews,

"but Orthodox Chriftians, approved and countenanced
_by the. Pope himfelf :—Yet if there had been fome- |
“thing fo peculiar in their Conduét, their Principles,. |

ot Behaviour, that they muft have remained a dif-

N B

“tin& People from the Reft of the Kingdom, in re-

‘gard to their Civil and Military Capacity, what could

" Thave been done with them, or how could they have:
been difpefed of, unlefs they took Shelter under the
“Protettion of the Crown, and became its immediate
Vaffals and Dependants 2 Perhaps indeed the other

“©tders of the Kingdom, or the Pope himfelf, or

“fome foreign State, might have interceeded in. their

_behalf; fo that they might not have been altogether

“dependant upon  atbitrary Will and Pleafure ;—yer

. if ‘nething of this had intervened, I affert they muft

“have become the Vaffals and Property of the Crown

*“at'that Junéure, becaufe there was no other. Tenure
‘remaining for them. , o

“Bur, in the Name of common Seafe; what is all

“ this to us? “And why muft we be concluded in-thefe |

_ modern Times, by obfolete Precedents and Exam-
+ " .ples drawn from a Conftitution, which no-more.re-
“fates -to- us in this Affair, than the -Comﬁltun;on;qﬁ ,
“Turky or Morocco ¥ For the Royal Prerogative

“quite another ‘Thing now, to what it was five hup-

“dred Years-ago: And it is’ highl)z. abfurd to quote
“the Power of our Kings, exercifed in former Times,

“as.a fit 'Precodent for modern Praftice. - Befides, I

" thould be confidered, That the Gothic Tenures, to-
“gether with the Courts of Wards and Liveries, wert
‘abolifhed at the Reftoration: And after that, the

%lori(ius Revolution put.an entire Period to the very

“mercial -Government. - I have added Commercial G-

. ’

 wiernment = For the Revolutiom, and the Confequence' i -
“of it, gave & new Turn te every Branch of our CO,ICI:i
ST e mercc- g -

emains. of thofe fhocking Tyrannies and Opprel- §
" “fions ; and begun a new Syftem of Civil and Com- |

rd
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" merce.—Before that Period it was the wretched Po-

Jicy of our Kings, 1ff, To reduce every Part of our

"Trade, Foreign and Demettic, into Monopolies and
- Exclufions : 2dly; To lay Taxes on all our Manufac-

tures, even Cloth itfelf, upon Exportatio‘n-": ‘3dl},-
To lay Taxes on all raw Materials coming into the

-Kingdom : :42bly, To admit the Goods:and Manu-
- fatures of our Rivals upon very eafy Duties, or in

‘a manner Duty-free : 5¢bly, To take no Care for en-

~couraging particular Branches of Trade (not fuffi-

.clently profitable to the Adventurer, tho’ greatly fo.

- to the Public) by Means of Premiums and Bounties:
- 6thly, To admit of no Drawbacks of Duties upon

the ';R(:eexportation of Foreign Goods. - Now all
'this wretched Policy, - calculated only-to impoverifh

' a Nation, was altered in a good Degree .by the Re-
_ volution, which therefore may be.faid to have begun

‘and carried on a new Syftem of Commerce. It was
altered, I fay, as far as the Times would permit:

For agreat Deal {till remains to be djone. - ‘But as the |
- Plan is chalked out for us we cannot err, unlefs Self-

Intereft, Party, and Monbopoly, fhall defeat the En-

deavours. of thofe, who truly mean the Public Good, -
-and would purfue it fteadily. = This. is true Patrigs- -
- ifm, -and acting for the Country, that is, the Nationaf
. Iutereft ; whereas the. other 1s only throwing Duft
-in People’s Eyes, and the Cant of Faétion.

"€op. Thus,
for Example, Ignorant and well-meaning People

- ’have been made to believe, That the Taxes before

- -the Revolution were /ighter than thofe that fucceed-

~ed it. But if they underftood the true Nature of °

- Taxes, and' the proper Methods. of laying them on,

- they would entertain a- very mean Opinion either of
. the . Honefly or Capacity : of ‘thofe who broached. this
~Falthood.. ' For High Taxes are one. Thing, and.
- Heavy Taxes:are another :. And it is as evident as any

‘Propofition in Euclid, ‘That a Kingdom may be beg-

- gared by a Tax that produces no more than 500000/
ook '._ B o ' a
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14 - A fecornd LETTER fo0 a FRIEND |
" a Year, and enricked by another that produces

'ooooool. In fhort, If the Taxes are {o liid on as
1o check or -ftop: the Circulation of Induftry and
Labour, How can that Kingdom be rich? But if
‘they tend-to ‘promote and encourage it, How can
“fuch a Kingdom be poor 2 ~ Nay, ‘are not the Taxes
-themfelves a Caufe of its Wealth ? - It'is a Pity that
thefe plain Truths are fo little underftood, efpecially -

. by the Gentlemen of the Landed_’lntereﬁ, ‘w/aqm it

- amof} concerns. : S S
~ “Tnuvs, Sir, you fee what vaft Improvements have
" been made by the Revolution both in Givi/and Com-

meércial Liberty : And we might ftill fuccefsfully and

~ happily proceed, were it not for thofe eternal Foes
of the public Welfare, Party and Monopoly.” Civil-

- Liberty is theréby turned into Licentioufnefs, and as

to Commercial, every Man feems defirous of enjoying

it himfelf,” and denying, it to others. - However,

' “fince this monopolizing Spirit is now exerting its

 baleful Influence againit one or two Foreign Fews,
pretending, That they ought not to be allowed 'the
- Privilege of ‘free Merchandife (or in plain Englifh,
" ot to rival the Turky Company and the Monopo-
lifts of Londor) becaufe they are Slaves by Condition;
I fay, as-fuch is the Pretence, it hath given Occa-

fion to examine into the Foundation of this Opinion
And what is the Refult of our Inquiries? Why

~wruly, hence it evidently appears, That the Slavery
~ of the Fews under our former Kings, was no ‘other
than a neceffary Confequence of the Military Tenures
and the Gothic Conftitution of thofe Times. But
~ this ‘Slavery, with other Kinds of* Slavery, and a

thoufand Articles of a fimilar Nature, have been long

" fince abolithed. Nor is it in the Pawer of the

Crown to ftretch the Prerogative to the Detriment

of the People.—Times 'were, when it was danger-
- ous for a Man to declare himfelf fo plainly on” this
© Head :-:But, .G'od‘ be thanked, they:aie no-mose :

-

“Lords.: And the
- .any Kind now fubfifting in England.

And

- concerning NATURALIZATIONS, - 1§

And his prefent Majefty doth not want any Syco-
Phant to pay his Court t,_c)),& him, by j‘fa;yivng;a.’lxl;z.'xzc}?é
is abfolut;;, and. above the Law : He is.the true Fa-
ther. of his People by prote&ting them-in- their juft

| R.lghts and Liberties, civil ;and‘,religio,tx‘s,': and’ 'b‘y;
%LV;ISJ% fth;:zfn t_hce: ngo’rtugity of enjoying the Blef~

! - a free Conftitution. is is ¢ aims at
o c‘fﬂthjs 2 ‘hjs;'61Q1~y'fF1tloé. : Thxs ;s 411_ ’h.c (al[l??_ at 0’;

THE Gentlemen of the Landevd.lntere'ﬁ hold their
Eftates by Tenures that are not fubjeé to the Will
and Pleafure of ‘the Crown. They are not obliged *
to attend the King in his Progrefles. - They cannot
be.:fummg_ned to appear in this or that Part of the
‘Kingdom by a certain Day at a general Rindezvons
under a Pretence of ‘going to the Wars, or "t'aking?
“their Advice on rfomelf fuppofed. Emerge'ncy! . For
“they may peremtorily refufe, and yet run no Rifque

~of forfeiting either Liberty or Property.: Nay, the

mearieft Freeholder cannot be now compelled to ferve:
as a Soldier without his own, Confent.” And as to
l‘;neg and. Forfeitures, _Cpmpdﬁéioﬁs;"Sciit‘age Mo-
‘ney, Duties, &c. €. they are now abolithed 5 and

- at prefent we know no more of them than their

| ﬁ?{t{lﬁ} .,as,, they ﬁand in O‘l.d, Records, and Books of

Lixewise the Commonalty of E;zgligzhc'l;, are now

u -the freeft People under the" Sun.. ‘They are their

own Mafters, and may be happy if ¢ ..

} Aaiters, nay be happy if they pleafe ; —
-The Law is as open for them-as for g;‘g greatelt
ind there is no fuch Thing-as Vaffalage of =

MoRrEOVER, . as to Citi ' - "
r LYAUS Ry 4> 1O 1es; and .BQrQuchs . -.-'--Ill
what Senfc can the Freemen of thefe Places be look-

-.ed upon at prefent as Milizary Men, or the Garrifons

. of their refpective Towns ? Indeed'theylfbmctime; |
- march .-;ygith Colours, but it is in a,ve:ry 'peaceablc'
- Way, viz. on the 29th'of May, the 5th of Novem- |

‘_ éé{‘, or {onie fuch Day of Proceflion, where no War

is
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~ is fuppofed, or intended. Alfo the young Appren-
tices in many Places walk about on Shrove-Tuefday,
their Spears decked with Ribbands, and themfelves
drefled like Merry-Andrews, according to the Cuf-
tom of the Champions of-old, parading before they

_entered the Lifts: And this is all that we have re-
maining of the antient Military Exercifes, the Haf-
tiludia, or Tilting with Spears; formerly kept up in
“Towns and Cities. e IR

- Be pleafed therefore to lay all thefe Things toge-:
ther ; and confider alf6 the vaft Alteration: made in

cour Civil and Commercial Conftitution, fince the

~ Building of large Suburbs, the Erelion of many
Towns of great Commerce, (each of them much -
more confiderable than London itfelf was formerly)

- where People live and ‘exercife what Trade they

' pleafe, without being free of any Company or Cor-
poration;_freﬂe& likewife -that thefe open Places are
“found to increafe, and thrive much more than others
* dhut .up with Charters, and -exclufive Corporations.
—And then Ileave it to your own Judgment to de-

germine whether there is any thing in the Nature of

‘our prefent - Conftitution that forbids Fews to clafs
with the Reft of the Subjeéts, as far as relates to

Matters of mere civil Concern in a, private Station.

“And if there is not, what Pretence can remain at
this Day, that they are ftill under the immediate

~ Prerogative of the Crown, and not upon the fame

" Footing with other People, as to their Civil Rights
‘and Liberties 2 In fhort, * Ceffante Ratione Legis ceflat

ipfaLex, that is, ¢ When the Reafon of the Law ceafes,
“the Qbligation ceafes,” is an univerfal Maxim:in the

‘Common Law : And if it is not, there is no know-
ing where to ftop; _there is no fuch Thing as fetting
‘Bounds to the Prerogative, except in fuch Cafes as

And

* Lord Coxe quotes this Maxim in his Expofition of the

. are Aparticulagly bounded by Adls of \Parliament PR

© Magna Charta itfelf, 2d Inftitut. page 11.

:'.Ch‘a‘rta, SRS RS . . ;
. Tnwvs far, Sir, . have:proceeded in the argumen-

- Effl‘Ve Way, proving, from the Reafon of the Thing,
Lhat -all ‘Slavery is now abolifhed, and that every .

.;e&io:n, ~and general Benefit'of the Law.
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“And if this is to pafs for Law, if the Prerogative is
ftill: in force‘in all other Points, God knows whofe
Life, Liberty, or Property might be next in‘Dan-"
ger; had .we a Prince on the Throne that would take
Advantage of “fuchi {kocking Pofitions. - But— No
Thanks~to- thofe who are pleafed to ‘c"all*therﬁfelves
fear on thavHead. .~ - . 0 ST
“'BesipEs, if the Jews are ftill the Vaffuls and Pro-
perty of the Crown, what'is become of: the Courts .
inftituted “on purpofe for their va/fa/ State and Cons
dition ? Where are now their Chief Juftices, ‘their’ «
Regifters; Notaries, and other Officérs formerly be-:
longing to them? And when a Sum of Money-is
due from. a Chriftian to 'd Jew, doth the King "de~ -
mand that:Debt, as his‘own Right, which our fors’
mer Kings. teally did (fee Molloy -de Fure Maritimo,
Book III. Chap. 3.) when the Fews and their Effeéts
were confidered as Regal Property ?-—No:" All this:
1s iow. no more : And.if a Few is'to fue, or be fued,;
or-to have a Trial at Law in any Refpeét Whatever;
.th"e‘,_re -are no other Courts for the Caufe to” be tried
in, but the general Courts of the Kingdom : Nor is
there a fingle Inftance to be produced .of a Royal
Extent being taken out for a Debt due to a Few 5
which was.the Cafe formeérly, when fuch Debts were
confidered as owing'to the Crown.  And happy fure
it is for us, that thefe Things are fo much altered
for the Better. . Now this Circumftance alone, were
!:here\» no- other,"is a plain Evidence, that the Fews, .
i the Eye of the Law, are regarded as free Subjesss,
the Liberi Homines Regni mentioned by Magna

- Patriots, and the Country Party;—we have nothing to

Man born in Eugland is entitled to the common Pro-

C - Turs,
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Tais, 1fay, is the Tenor of the Common: Law
of the Land, as iz frands at this Day. —Indeed 1 grant.
that particular Statutes may make Exceptions, when~
ever the Legiflature pleafes.. . But in relation te  the

 Fews, 1 afk, Have they yet done it #°.-Have they

© taken from them' the mere civil - Rights of Subjetts,

which the Common Law of the Land now gives
. them? No, they have not. " 'What then is the In-:
ference,, but that thefe Privileges remain to them by
- Birtbright and Inberitance 2 Frgw il o
- I wiLr now, Sir, proceed to thew, That what is

' here .advanced is confirmed and fupported by the

concurrent Teftimony ‘of Lawyers of great Emi-
mence ¢ Some of thefe indeed are ftill alive, adorn-
ing the higheft Stations in their Profeffion,. and do-
" ing Honour to their Country : their Names I muit
therefore fupprefs, as the prefent Hurry, in which
this Treatife is written, prevents me. from making

an ‘Application for Leave to publith them. =~ ~

" Bur as to others, the firft I {hall mention is the

late-Lord Chief Juftice Ra¥MOND. And that I
may not fail in Exaétnefs and Fidelity, I will tran-
fcribe all the Cafes and Opinions in Order as they

- Were' given.

. 9 Pl N .I ON S of.—C-ozit}éﬁal ‘vreZdzfz‘ng to ,z“b'e"‘;ll’-o‘wer of
S the Jews to purchafe Lands. E

e /IB begof and bor.n-vi‘n‘ England,but Whofé Pa-

rents were both Aliens, has an Intention to purchafe
an Eftate in Fee. I DT

| I. @Ze;e; Whethcr”h‘e- Caﬁ enj*oy‘ it, Eeihg the Son

~ of an Alien, arid of the Profeffion of a Few 2

Anfwer. 1 am of Opinion that 4. B. is a natural- |

born Subje@ of the King of Gress Britain, and a8

fuch capable to purchafe, ‘and enjoy Lands in* Fees

: and I do not know that the Law has put any Dif"il?t;

?3’ purchafe, and-hold Lands
M 5 and Tam of Opinion, A free Denizén, after .
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Tity upon him, upon account of his beine | e |
B s, pan account; of his being by Profef:.
1L Qgere. " Whether fUChLandswﬂl defe e'n‘d"t@‘

- his Iflue, ‘or-be forfeited to the Crown ?

 Anfwer: T am of Opinion, That all Lands he' hall
purchafe,. will defcend to his Children, :g tfnehigxluillsl |
of other Subjets will, and not be forfeited to the

Lrown, -

_ L Quere. IF e procures Letes of Denizaton,
‘ r he may then purchafe. and eniov Lands in
phther Doy then purchale andenjoy Lilnds I
Anfer. 1 take i¢ Letters of Denization will not
put him in a better.Condition as to his Capacity of -

: purchafing Lands, than he.is in already by his being -

R

bornasubjeﬂ:tothe Crown of Great Britain. .
Lz;};o}fns SR ROBERTRAYMOND.q
. .o 5 Feb. 23) 1.71 8_‘,:.-.. K

'Quere. If a ‘Subject of his Ma}eﬁybommEng-

.~ dand, or of free Den

el L iizens, being a . may ‘
chafe Lands? -~ -+ 2 TS .:7'??0? ‘may pur=

LéMr‘ é_,uirWICH I do'not know that many of the
w Books, there is any Diftin@ion made between

A Jew Subjeét born in England, or made Deniz
A jew Subject born in Exgland, or made D
and any other: and there being'no A& eof i;l;fleig:

ment, that I ever heard of, for difabling Fews fr
purchafing Lands, I conceive that thegy:?:;zz;f;?lﬁ -

«hafe in the fame Inftances, and with the far
e Jar 1ces, and with the {ame Ca-
‘pacity as Ch?‘ﬁlaﬂsl:’ Or vPr»oz‘eﬁczm‘s,' may Pu:?}ﬁfg :

SerjeantWarr akzr. 1 am of Opinion fhat a Sub-

gect ‘of his Majefty born in Ex;

\ ngland (though a Few)
fo purchafed in Eng-
C 2 he

, ,
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he is fo made, may al(o purchafe, and hold Lands -
by him purchafed, though fuch Denizen be.a Jew.

| Mr__TALBOT.. ’ I amrof  Opinion that he .ymay’pvur-
~ chafe— : )

——Purchafes, by Fews are. not frequent, but
I do not know any Law which renders them inca-

. Pable of purchafing. @}Poh;’A;cchu_n‘t of Religion. .

M KFTTELBY Ian of Opxmon,That af}’efa;
born in England, or being an Alien born, if he be
denizated by Letters Patents, or naturalized by Act

of Parliament, is as well qualified fo purchafe Lands,
and to hold, and enjoy them, as any other Subject

' T.Rusve., Tknow of no Law that hath made
eiws incapable of purchafing Lands; and am of

‘Opinion, That a Jew, that is a natural-born Sub-
je&, or naturalized, or made Denizen, may purchafe

Lands, - February 27, 1723.

C, Wzara. Ido not think there is any fufficient
Foundation for the common Notion that Fews are
ot entitled to the fame civil Rights with People of
other Religions: I apprehend while they are Aliens,
‘they are fubject to the Incapacities of Aliens ; when
‘they are made Denizens, or if born in England, they
are entitled to the fame civil Rights with Perfons of

- other Perfuafions, that ar¢ made Denizchs, or borp

in England.
' March 25 1729

o thefe might be ‘added the unanimous Opinions

" of many eminent Perfonages now alive, each of whofe

%udgments any Man would rely upon in Matters of

roperty, Were it convenient to mention  thejr

Awo
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Axp.now, Sir, give me Leave to afk, What can.
any reafonable Man defire more ? Wil  he: fay,,
That this is not Evidence enough? I.cannot per-.
fuade myfelf that he will: But if he thould — Why
then we have much more to produce:..For though

the. Authority. of Lord Chancellors, .Lord -Chief.

Juftices, Kings Attorneys General, Kings Counfel,
and other Sages of the Law, is very great ;—yet the

Authority of ‘Public Charters, and Acts of .the Le-

giflature, is fill greater: And to this thall be : made
the next Appeall —— . . o -

- Owry let me beg Leave to offer one previous
Remark, concerning the Confequences -of the pre-
fent Difpute ; for tiis,Contcﬂ: is of a Nature fo ex-
tenfive and important, that every Briton in the uni-
ted Kingdom is deeply interefted in the Event: It

is 2 Conteft, whether a certain Number of his Ma-

jefty’s Subjects, Natives of Great Britain, who have
been ufed, taken, and accepted as Freemen of the

Realm in all ‘Tranfaltions public and private, for near

an hundred Years laft paft, fhall now be ftripped of

' their Liberties, fo long enjoyed, and deemed abject

Slaves and Vaffals 2—-And whether their Eftates, and
Poffefligns of every kind, * computed at five Millions
ferling, are forfeitable to the Crown, and {eizable at
Pleafure ? This is the Difpute,—And the Advocates
for taking fo bold a flep do not pretend to fay, that
the Legiflature hath granted any new Powers to the
King for doing {o:—but that he hath an old inhe-

rent Right over their Lives and Fortunes, by virtue

of the Royal Prerogative, as it ftood five hundred

. Years ago., For it feems the Prerogative is of fuch

a Nature, that no-Change of Time, no Alteration
of Circumftances, can abridge or alter it. - Good
Heavens ! Is this poffible!  And could any Minif-

BT _— ~ Sl .. ter

© % See'a Tra&, entitled, Farther Co;g/"t'c{erat‘z'aéz-: on the Aét 20 per-
mit Perfons profelfing the Jewifb Religion, to be paturalized by Par-
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- tér be {0 andacionfly wicked, as to propofe to begin

to ehﬂ;é;ife_-fza“_fr’ée Country by fuch'a thin Difguife, {o
poor a Pretence ! — No, - Sir,. the Minifter did’ nor

propofe it:~FHis Majefty has given the Nation fuf-

ficiently to underftand, that he rejeszs fuch a Propo-

~ fal ‘with that boneft Indignation, which is worthy of

a King rulitg over ‘a free People ;—And all the

. Friends of this mild, legal, and happy Goverriment,

proteft againtt it in the moft folemn Manner.—Who
then did propofe it? Why; Sir, the pretended Pa-
#riots did propofe it : And thofe Gentlemen, who are

pleafed to call themifelves the Conntry Intereft do fill

propofe it. They aré the Men, and théy only, that

v ate for teviving obfolete Claiins of the Prerogative;

and fubjeéting Life, Liberty, and Property, to the
~abfolute Will and Pleafure of the Crown, without
Judge or Jury. However, before we tamely. give

- ‘up our Liberties, let us fee what can be faid in Vin-
dication of them. Lt us remember the Maxim,

Principiis obfiay ¢ refift the Beginning of Slavery, and
the firft Advances towards arbitrary Power.” ~ - -

1. Now firft, we have to obferve, That even the
Crown had-divefted itfelf long ago of any Right or

 Title to the Exercife of this boundlefs Power. For

the fame King Fobn, who granted our Magna Charta,

_ granted . alfo a Charter of Rights and Liberties to

the Fews in the following Words. -

<€ Jomn, by the Grace of Gad, &%. Know ye,
¢ ‘T'hat We have granted to all the Fews of England
¢ and Normandy, freely and honourably to refide
“¢ in our Dominions, and to hold of>us all thofe
¢ Things, which they held of King Hrnry, the
¢ Grandfather of our Father; and all thofe which
“¢ they rightly hold.in ¢+ Lands, Fiefs, Mortgages,
~and Purchafes; and that they fhall ‘have all their

. ¢¢ Liberties and Cuftoms, as they enjoyed them; in

#¢ the Time of the aforefaid King Henry, Grand-
. B A T s father

vt

/
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« father of our Father, even better, more guictly, and-

s honourably, &¢.” - ST
 Now, Sir, judge you, and let every Reader judge,
what Jegal Right, after the granting this Charter,

_ had any * King of England to treat -thc.,Zaw; other~:
 wife than a Free Pesple 5 a People to

‘ be protetied
by the Royal Prerogative, not enflaved by it? Fox
if Regal Grants and Charters may be legally vacat-

ed, whenever the King pleafes, I thould be glad to .

know, what Security will remain in’future Times,

. that this fame Doctrine, now lével‘leda,t ghe‘j‘_ews,;'
| -~ .may not be turned on us, or our Pofterity2  This

truly is an interefting Point, and deferves Attention:
—And let’ me farther obferve, That the Charter

granted to the Fews, is equally clear and explicic

with our Magna Charta 4} :—Not to mention that it

. DS S was
~ * In this Charter to the Fswws the King did not mention his
Heirs and Suceeffors : ‘Bat thefe Words are not neceflary for confti-

+ tating the- perpetnal Validity of a Charter ; there being thoufands -

of Royal Grants, Public Inftraménts, Létrers Patent, and éven
A@&s of Parliament, binding the Heirs and Succeflors of the Prince
on the Throne, wvithout naming them: e

+ The great and  eflential Difference between the Magna
Charta, -and the Charter granted to the Fews, confifls in this,—
That the Maghna Charta was not an 47 gf Grace, but a Matter of
legal and conflitutional Right: For the Liberties-and Privileges-
contained in it, are little more than a folemn Confirmation of the
Rights of the Subjedts, as they;fubfifted by Virtue of the Common

. Law of the Realm, and the old Anglo-Saxon Conftitution before-

the Conqueft.~— Whereas the Charter to the Jewws was a mere

Gift, and Matter of Favour ; becaufe, as I have already fet forth,
the Feavs were antiently confidered as the fole Property or Pairi-
mony of the Crown : Yet when a Grant is once made, it is not re-
vocable at Pleafure. For as the King has then {o far parted with, -

fold, or transferred his Property: Tt therefore follows, that this
Grant muft hold good againft all Claims, or Pretenfions of the

Prerogative, till it is forfeited by a due Courfe of Law: other..

wife, why was King James~at all to be blamed for feizing on the

. "Charters of the City of London? And why may not every other

Grant and Privilege be recalled, whenever it fhall pleafe the

- Prince, or the Minifter, to do it? Strange, that, fuch Do&trines
#s thefe fhould find any Countenance at this Time of Day !

!
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- was gi?’ch‘kkﬁ»ﬁ't.y:and VOW'NT'ARIL}'*, without Force
- or Compulfion ; pay more, it was priof in point of -

‘Fime, to the Greit Charter, by the Space of about
fifteen Years: So-that the Fews themfelves, by be-

~ ing'at that Jun&ure Freemcn of the Realm,' Liberi
- Homines Regnésiand poffefling certain Rights and Li«

Berties; were -included ‘in ‘the: Terms, and made a

‘Part of'the Magna Charta, dnd-could not be dif-
franchifed; but by a regular Courfe of Law. =

. 1L Havie thus therefore made it plainly to ap-

;peair', That the Fews were: once a free People, let us
now-enquire, Whether they were ever legally and con-

 fitutionally divefted of their Liberties. - Now by the

2gth Chap. of Magna Charta (accordinig to Lord

Coxe) or the 46th (according-to RarIn) it is ex-

prefsly provided, That no Freeman of the Realm
+hall be banifhed by any Stretch of Power, or. Pre-
tence of Regal Prerogative. -- By what Law then, or

Courfe of Juftice, came the Fews to be banithed the

cighteenth of Epwarp I? Perhaps you have heard:

' it confidently afferted, that they were banifhed by
~ the Authority of Parliament : — But this is 2 grand

Miftake ;-and no fuch Aé hath ever yet been pro-

~ duced.—For it is not in the Statutes at large ;—It is *

not to be-found in any of the great Authors, who

treat' of the Law ;—Nor can thofe' who would be
glad to find it among the Rolls of Parliament, dif-

“cover it there. Nay more, the famous Statute. de

Fudaifino made at this very Juncture (fo often quot-

“&d in'this Difpute, and fo little underftood) doth not
~expel the Fews at all, but only prevents their taking

- Utury. . And Lord Coke is fo far from faying, T hat
they were expelled- by ' Parliament, that” he thinks, -

even the King did not expel them:" But that the

Fews. finding ~themfelves deprived of their ufual

‘Gains by Ufury, ¢ made Petition to the King; that

¢ a certain Day might be prefixed to them_x to CISP?g; |

- concerning NATURALIZATIONS. 2%
<« the Realm, to the End that they might have the -

- “ King’s Writ to_his Sheriffs for their fafe Con=
-« dudt.” - See thie Second Inftirute, Page gso7. . -

~ Buw even fuppofing that - the King had erdered:

‘them to depart the Realm, (which indeed {eenis to

be the more probable Opinion) the Queftion | novw:

is, What kgal Right had he for fo doing 2=~ And if
‘he had not, then the Charter, as fet forth, as.it i
not -altered . by fubfequent Cuftoms, and the Laws

of the Realm, is ftill .a valid Charter,—at-leaft it is

valid againft any Pretenfions of the Ciown, which

is all that I am now contending for, - .-

L Bur 1 will now allow even - more than catt
poflibly be proved, wiz. That the Fews in King Fd-

‘ward the Firft’s Time, werée declared by:Parliaient -

to be the King’s abfolute Slaves and Vaffals; and
will add, if you pleafe, that they wére expelled the -
. Kingdom by .an A& of the whole Legiflature fiow,

extant.—Yet what Conclufion can be drawn from

hence, relative to the prefent Cafe;- at this diftance -
of Time, and under fuch a total Change of Mannets;
Cuftoms, Circumftances, and Nationsl Bolicy 22m

Surely one would ‘hope, - that the Géntlémén on the

other Side the Queftion are not fo ignoraut as to talk:

after this Rate. But if they are, it is: proper to lét
them: know, that long ard uninterrupted Cuftoms
will, in many Cafes, iavalidate the Penalties of the.
firongeft Adés of Parliament that éver.were made 3
efpecially-if thefe Cuftoms have an evident Tendency

- to. promot¢ the National Welfare. arnd’ Profperity.
‘Nay, they are found to do fo, evén where théy are
plainly detrimental to the Public Welfate 5 of the

Truth of which, take the two following as fufficient -
and fad uaftrations. - .7 DT
.. Firft; The Magna Charta expréfly fays, and fe= .
-weral other Statites confirm the fame undér divers

; T D " Penalties,

i
-l
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Penalties, < That there thall be but one Meafure ufed
throughout all the Land 5 yet, you know, the, Cuftom
is different, widely different. ~ Neither can any Man
~ wventure to commence a Profecution againft the Of--
fenders, though he hath all the Statutes of the Realm
plainly on his Side. . A
" Secondly, All Grants of Monopolies and exclufive
Privileges, fubfequent to Magna Charta, are exprefly
contrary both to the Spiritand Letter of that famous
Statute; and they are likewife repugnant to the Com-
mon Law of the Realm :—And yet, what fhall we

fay of three Parts in four of the exclufive Privileges -

now {ubfifting, all granted fince that Period? Are
they walid, or are they not? Particularly let the
" Caie be put in refpec to the Hudforw’s Bay Charter 3
for this was granted by the very fame Prince who
recalled the Fewsinto England, 1 mean King Charles11.
and is of a Tubfequent Date to many of his Letters

' of Denization, granted to Alien Jewjh Merchants.

1 suaLL now prefent you with one or two remark-

able Inftances of ‘a better Sort, viz. where falutary
Cuftoms have 'prevail‘ed overbad Laws. . -

~ “Anp Firft, By the Statute De Fudaifuio,, before
* mentioned, no Intereft was to grow due for any Sums'
of Money lent by a Few to a Chriftian; and this
‘Statute remains ftill unrepealed, at leaft as far as
concerns private Property :—yet will any Man be fo

 weak as to imagine, thatif a Few lends him Money:

upon Bond, the Few cannot recover the legal Intereft
fpecified in the Bond 2. If he thinks {o, he will find
himfelf egregioufly miftaken, and would make 2

very foolifh Figure in the Courts of Juftice. PR
BuT Seiondly, We. will come to Times nearer to

‘our own, by at leaft 200 Years, and take our Ex-

tQ

‘ample from no lefs a Place than the City of London:
For ghclnhabvitants of that great '.Ci't‘y‘ Wcre'plpafed'
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- to bring a lamentable Bill of * Complaint (thefe are
their own Words)ﬁ_againﬁ'“‘f Merchants Strangérs,
and Strangers Handicrafts-men, wiz. That b v thé
great Re_{pft of Strangers Handicrafts-men i:g vthé~ '
¢ faid City, great Portion of Corn and "V;Ii&ual;

rown and bred within this ctu;

C«A'Lso, that M e Qe e
» '8 0,° that Merchants Strangers did take

 Warchoufes and Cellars, and therein put their

Wares and Commodities: - And the fame Mer--

; chaodifes and Wares ey chen old o all manner

.« ALso, they did bu}" fhe'Cb'm'inodiiies £ the
. AALso, the the Cor of . th
Realm, and fell the fame again at their Pl_eaﬁire.?‘

¢ Moreover, the faid Merchants, nothing potider-'-‘

-ing nedreading the good Statutes heretofore m

. : t d St 1ade
¢ againit thefe Things, ne the Penalties therein cone
-tained, did likewife buy, in divers Places of this-
* Realm, a great Quantity of Wool, and Woollen

L 44

Cloth, and other Merchandife of the King’s Sub--

¢ Jects :_.-‘-_An‘d‘ much .of the faid Wool they did de-
liver to Cloth:makcr_s, thereof to make yCl:)_th zt'u

 their Pleafure.

¢ Lastry, by their fubtil Devices, they did fend
- L.ASTLY, _ ices, id fend-
_‘and convey over the Sea, Bacon, Chee?'e, Pd\l:r-v
 dered’ Beef, Mutton, and other Commodities of

this Realm.

¢ By all which Means the King’s liege Subjects

‘ were forely impoverithed, -mixtl_’iﬂled,gand L;li]gofi

;gt;@rly decayed and deftroyed; and many of them,
or lack of Occupation, were conftrained to live

in Idlenefs : ‘By Occafion whereof they - be
Idlenefs ; By O whereof ecame

Thieves, Beggars, Vagabonds, and ]Egeople of

vicious Living; and continually fell into Theft;

“ ;M‘urdcr-,.:‘angl “other great Crimes; and fo were
. ﬁll]l!; %)Dlgat’l} in _greatNumbex‘s by fhe_ Laws of
. ealm.” . D2 . Thefe

See the Firft Volume of the Statutes at Lvarge-; tft Ricu. II1.

h .
ap.9. and the z1ft of Hewry VIII, together with the Decree

of 2 .
the dtar Chamber, in confequence of the Lendon Petitjon,
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_ Thefe were fome of the Heads of divers-Petitions
of the:City of Eondony and, to complete the Farce,
the Petitioners obtained feveral ‘enacting Claufes to
‘prevent fuch mifchievous: Foreigners from bringing -
he. like Evils-upon O/ Englend for the future.
~ Hoewever; T am informed thereis one Franco; not
~only a Foreigner, buta Few; ¢ who not pendering
¢¢; ne dréading the Penalties-contained in thefe bope-
o6 fyl Statutes; is guilty,. in the firft-Place, of cauf-
«."ing a great, nay, a prodigious Portion of Corn.
o6, and(Viftual, grown and bred within- this'Realm,
e to be daily 'eonfuqu'.é——HQ alfo taketh Ware- @

e lioufes and’ Cellars, and therein doth put his 1
& Wares,  even Raw Silk, Cotton Wool, Spanifb R

& Wool, Goats Hair, and Carmenia Wool, Drugs,
%t and Dye Stuff:—And the faid- ‘Wares-he doth{ell
s to Sillkk Weavers, Clothiers, Dyers, and all Man-.
¢ ner of Manufaéturers,—Meoreover, he-doth buy
o great Quantities of  the Commodities: of: this |
<. Realm, pasticulasly Woollen Cloth in vaft abun~ -
& dance, and:dothfubtilly convey the fame over the
. . Sea, even to Turkys by Way of Leghorns to the
e great Difpleafure of the Tarky Company: - By rea-
s, fon whereof, the faid Company be fore mpover-
s¢ ifhed, minifhed, and brought to great' Decay.
© e¢_Laftly, he hath been guiltyof -introdueing a new
e Species of Stuff Manufacture into this Kingdom 3
<. {o that he hath caufed great Quantities of - long
s Englif Wool to be delivered to Wool-Combers
s¢. and- Stuff-Makers; thercof to make Stuffs-at bis
s Pleafure : And all the faid Stuffs he hath wickedly
“¢:fent to  Spain, and -yearly. bringeth: Flome great
é¢-Quantities.of Money, Cochinealy and-Spariifp Weokl
se.inrecurn? o oo
~ Now, Sir, for. the Comfort- and Satisfaction of
thofe. worthy - public- fpirited- Gentlemen, who- {ub-
feribed the Londen Petition againft admitting this
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Foreign Few to be free'of the ™ Turky: Cotnpany, and
to import Raw Materials withéut paying Alien
Duty : I fay, for their peculiar Satisfaétion, ‘it thall’
be proved upon. this ‘wicked- Foreign -Few,’ that he

hath been guilty of all thefe high Crimes and Mifde-" -

meanors 3 fo that they may have Recourfe to Infor-
mations and ‘Profecutions as foon as they pleafe.—
And they will then fee which will prevail;—their ob-

folete, abfurd Statutes; or along uninterrupted Cuft

tom, for near an’ bundred Years loft pafty and fll
growing;—and greatly to. the National Aidvantage.

" Tuvs far, Sir; 1 am willing to proceed, even -

upon a'Suppofition that the' Fews were formerly ex-

pelled by the Authority of Parliament; and that fuch
an A& of the Legiflature could now'be produced;-— '
and though I know this'is-not in- the Power of my

. Antagonifts to do, yet I grant all'that they can aflks-

.;Tand-»lef ‘them.mak_e;thefmqﬂi of the Conceflion.

- IV. WHEREFORE, let'us-now fee how the Cafe'
ftood at the Reftoration..—The Fews: having “de--
parted out'of the Realm in-the Year 1290, oOF being
expelled by ‘the Authority of Parliament, (it mat=’
ters not-which) made no-Efforts to-return, till' the-
Prote&orthip of Oliver Cromwells but this:Negoci--
ation is:known to haveproved unfuccefsful: How-

ever, the Affair was notidropped; forthe next Appli--
cation was’ to King Charles himfelf;, then in his Exile'
" at: Biuges, - as‘appears by-a Copy of a Commiflion,: .

dated the- 24th-of September: 1656, granted to Lieu--

% See the. former Tiettcr, . on thi. Privileges-and Advantages:

granted by Naturalization,. -

_t This Paper was found a,r_nd'né‘ the -original i’iﬁérs‘ét}ﬁifﬁ"{{oj
- ward Nichdlas, Secretary of ‘State to King Charles 1, andII, and
- Wa$. communicated ‘to'me: by-a learnéd and” worthy* Friend, whor

hath::been :lately" honoured with'muchi Abufe and: Scursility. for.
having done Juftice to the Life and Charaéter of one of the beft

tion,

Menthiy Ceuntry_produced, the Glory of our Church and Na- -
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- tenant General Middleton, to. treat with the JFews of
Amfierdam; ¢ That whereas the Lieutenant General
< had reprefented to his Majefty -their good Affec-
< tién to him, and difowned the Application lately
- «_made to Cromwell in their Behalf by fome Perfons
< of their. Nation, as abfolutely without their Con-.
- < {ént; the King empowers the Lieutenant General

¢« to treat with them;—That if, in 'that Conjunc-

¢ ture, they fhall aflift his Majefty, by any Money,
<« Arms, or Ammunition, they. fhall find, ‘when
¢ God:thould reftore. him, that he would -extend
¢ that_Protection to them which they could reafon-
_¢¢ ably expect, and abate that Rigour of the Law
¢ which was againft them in his feveral Dominions,
‘¢ ‘and repay them,” .~ -
'+ Now it. appears from this Commiffion, that the
King thought (or elfe pretended to think, in Order
to make a greater Merit of the intended Favour)
‘that the Laws of his Realms were very fevere againft
the Fews: whereas in Fa, this was a great Mif-

take, at leaft.as far as England is concerned. And

the Sequel fhewed, that after his Reftoration he per-

ceived -his Error : For though he did every Thing -

to oblige the:7ews, he repealed no Law againft them,
becaufe indeed there were none extant ; but he
granted feveral of them Letters of Denization, and
encouraged their Settlement ;— nay, he inferted a
non obftante Claufe in thefe Letters to free them from

 paying Abien Duty, which indced he had no legal

Power to do. For the City of London (ever watch-~
ful over Things of -this Nature, as you may fee in
my hiftorical Account of Naturalizations, and ever
-~ for cramping and confining the general Commerce ‘of

the Kingdom) had caufed a Law to be pafied,.as far
back as Henry VII’s Time, to difable the King
from ‘difpenfing with the Payment of thefe abfurd

~ Duties, fo great a Clog to all our Tfade_ and Manu-

- fattures,
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fatures, fuch an Impediment to' Navigation; anda

| geveral Difcouragement to National Indyftty. -
| But to proceed—Thus you fee, that thd Riffora-.
t;zon',;af the Royal Family of the Stuarts, is likewife to
be copﬁdg:rcd as the Refloration of the Fews it Great -
Britain. And how did they behave on their firft Ar-
rival 2 Did “they fculk about as Convicts returned:
from Tranfportation 2 Did they betray any Fear, or -

Apprehenfion, that' they had’ tranfgreffed the T.aws'

of the Land in ‘coming over ? ‘Noy ‘they appeared-

openly, and coriverfed publicly, as Merchants of the:

Kingdom. “And no Man fo 'much as propofed to’
revive thofe antient Courts of Judicature belonging

to them in their Vafial State, when they were before

in England :—Yet ‘this, - if ever, was thé Time for

doing it. -

V. A rEw Years after the Reftoration, an A& was’

paffed to naturalize Perfons of all Religions, andall -

Countries, who ‘fhould ‘employ themfelves only for
the Space of three Years in any Branch'of - the “Li-’

nen,” Hemp, or Tapeftry Manufa®ures. “And as -

there were no Reftrictions,” or Limitations in regard’
to Civil or Military Offices; €5c.- then fubfifting, all
Chriftian Foreigners, by virtue of this A&, might
have: attained to the higheft Places and Pofts in the.

Kingdom. This, I confefs, I can by no Means ap-

prove of 3 becaufe it was giving them a Power that’
they ought not to enjoy.. For there is a wide and-

- i qﬁcntial.l"];)jﬁ'er‘énC'e between. the Right of living in*
zn.y’Sg)cxety as peaceable and guiet Subjeéts,—and the
cing ‘made Governors and- Rulers in that Society.

owever, ‘even the Pews might be naturalized as

: p?wte'Subj«j:é”ts by virtue of this At paffed the 15th-
i of CHARLES IL. Chap. 15. to all Intents and Purpo--

fes 5 -nay, to-a much higher Degree than the pre-.

been raifed, ~pcn\nics' or allows them.

| fent Bill, againft which fo' great a Clamour hath’

VL Awp
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" V1. Axp moreover, in the Reign of Queen Axw,
tir'xz II:ef}g;ur;f)wer\c fo far from believing k-t;ha,tf:’ ‘ﬂﬁe
Fews. fnd all their Fffects were the Property ol the

Crown, that they thought it neceffary to-make a

aw 10 enable the Crown to oblige fuch fews, wi
I‘Eﬁﬁaﬁ?ﬁ?ﬁéight turn’ Proteftants, to, al'ovi’qthé‘r?hi
* reafonable and competent Maintenance:  A3s 40
Crown, and afts in the King’s Nare, and by bis
\uthority) is not authorized to.proceed even Taus
i, Compes 3 gt
¢ fpa)] and may be Lawrul for the jaid LOrA &2
:c '.ceﬂlff)?%tog:nZke' fuch Order therein for gel 11\&?1{‘
«¢ tenance of fuch fl’.?@?iﬁﬁ%ﬂ&«;cl)il@aiasﬁ? na St 1
¢ fit:” See the A, 1ft of Queen ANN, Prats &
Chl?(;érof S‘ir,ﬂ what can any ¥an fay to this? nl}?;é
the. Legiarure then ?Ef?fhﬁﬂd»t{?é f Eiefsir;:g s
‘an abfolute inberent Right, over the Lives o Beor
erties of the Jewith Subjeéts? ~No: It is plant /
petiesof the Jowih Sy did they pafs this Law?.
did not ;—otherwife, why did the Y pa e il o
Nhv did’ they fay, It fball, and may be iawjit
- gthNgldT?fg G,a.}\rﬁhen {IZ was lawful before fpr:vt_hc:

Grown todo cvery Thing 2

VH AcAIN .; In the J.tjehth Year of his Majefty

ing ' : difpenfe with

i ¢z I. an A& was pafied to dilpenie ¥
gl?%\gfg: in the Qath of Abjuration, upvn_;‘be,lz'ftmiz
‘J Faith .fo @ Chriftian, in favour" of the Fews. . It 1

_ obfervable; That this Oath can feldom be adminif- §

' , but uj of his
tered ta a Native Few, but upon \(‘)5:,(:1;z:dionS ao% s
voting for a Member of Parliament, cither asa =

holder, or a Burgefs, or on Account of his ferving

- } - . - f
fome burdenfame Office, where. the Qualifications Of
 the Sacramental Teft is pot required.

ion iven their iments to
¢ yers in the Nation had glvenhglsl%g iif?’g’
- # the Hoyle of Commons on this It gyyy g

« And this §
« difpenfing Claufe was paffed after the chief Law- §
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. VIIL. Tg, proceed ;s By an A made the 13th of

his prefent Majefty, Chap. 3. all foreign Seamen of

what Religion or Country foever, by ferving two

Years on board his Majefty’s Fleet, or in Merchant-
Men, dyring the War,..or in any future War ; were
naturalized ip/o faflo, without taking the accuftom-
ary Oaths. * Now as; this A& extended toithe Fews *,

~as well as Chriftians, the Queftion is, What'did the

Legiflature mean by naturalizing thefe foreign Fews?
Why tryly,” if fome Gentlemen are now to be be-
lieved; .they meant to, put them in the fame Con-

 dition, with the natgral-born, Fews; that is, after

Aferving this Kingdom for the “Space of :two Years,
at the Rifque of their:Lives abroad, they were then
to be'rewarded on their. Arrival, with the mighty

-madif? Slaves at Home!.

IX.-Oncr more ; There was another Law made
the ‘fame Seffions, whereby-fuch Perfons as would
refide, -or had refided in any of his Majefty’s Colo-
~nies, for the Space of feven Years, thould after-

-wards' receive. the Benefit of Naturalization :- And
‘the Preamble: takes Notice, among other Thingg,
-that theLenity of our Goverament, the Benefit of our
Laws,. and the Security .of our Property, . might in-
“duce F oreigners to fettle in our Plantations ; which

lf tahey did, or Aad done for the Space of feven Years,
fuch a Refidence thould entitle them “ to.be.decmed.

1 (théfe are the Words of the Statute) adjudged and.

B o % taken
* Sir Joun Barnarp, to his Honour he it fpoken, was the

- A‘.Itholj and Father of this public-fpirited . Bill for naturalizing Fo-
- Yeigners of all Countries, “and . all’ Religions, - without obliging

them to take any fort of Teft Givi/ or Religions. For he moved

. o bringing in fich a Bill, he.was firft named in the Committee,

and cairied it to the. Houfe of Lords for their Concurrence. And.

- Yet with regard to. the Naturalization of Fexws, who might have -

takef!. the ‘Beénefit of this A&, the Confiderations arifing from
: ehg_z’op and Confcience, the Nature of Prophecies, the Tenor
of Chriftianity, and the Suppofed Command not to incorporate

with Infidels and Blafphemers, were then as cogent as now.

Vs
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« taken to be his Majefty’s natural-born Subjes of
<« this Kingdom, to all Intents; Conftruétions, and
-« Purpofes, (excepting the ufual Claufe of Civil

~¢¢ and Military Offices, &¢.) as if they and ‘every of
‘¢¢ them had been, and were born withinthis King-
Ceodom.? e o R I ST e
- Now till the World was blefled with ‘fome late
ingenious and learned: Comrhentaries on our Laws,
and Conftitution, ‘we wereall fo far miftaken, as to
‘imagine, that this Law was really of fome Advan-
“tage to the Foreign Fews: For every Merchant-of
~any Conféquence in the Kingdom, and-évery junior
"_Clerk in the -Cuftom-houfe, knew full well, that
' Certificates were frequently fent -over ‘from ‘the Co-
‘lonies, to exempt fuch and fuch gews,'-"as"hadjcom-_
plied with -the Terms of the ‘A&, from paying A-
licn Duty ; and thefe Fews were thought ‘to "be in
fuch a State of '

\ “of Liberty and Freedom, that they
" might purchafe Lands of Inheritance either in the
Colonies, or in Great Britain, asthey were inclined.
‘But, Thanks to thefe Gentlemen, we are now grown
“wifer, and can. tell, That the Naturalizing Foreign
Fews means the Enflaving of them 5 and that the
ords in the A&, As if they and every of them bad
been born within this Kingdom, fignifies, * ¢ Thére is
¢ no Diftin@ion between Fews born within, -or
<« -without the King’s Dominions for they are both
“¢¢ equally the Property of the Crown.” O happy
: ,Explanati_on!‘”What,é‘]_?ity?is‘it, that thefe emi-
“nent Lawyers do: not: go on ‘with their - enlighten-
ing Commentaries, and give usa Specimen of their
‘Talents on the Magna Charta, and the Bill of Rights!
But fince we are now upon the Scheme of making

~ Commentaries, and giving Explanations, I will en-
deavour to comment- myfelf upon the Aéions and
" Behaviour of certain Gentlemen, that by their Fruits
you may know them.—-In the Year 1740, when the
BT 7 above

* See a Speech in the Londen Magaiine for Fuly, 1753, Page

318 :. And the Anfwcr to the Confideraiions, &c. Page 11 and 32..

]
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ahove A was paffed in Favour of the Fews refid-

ing in our Colonies, fome of thefe #af8 Chriftian Gens

tlemen were then Members of the Houle of Cém-
mons —

faid, either by them ‘or. others, that this Law was
repugnant to the Profeffion” of the Chriftian Faith
or. Do&rme, (though an Alterition was exprefsly
made in-the Oath of Abjuration, for accommodat-

ing ‘it to the Principles of the Fews; the Sacramen-

t_a_lj'Te‘ﬂ:;”Was; difperifed with ; — and an Alteration
made in it in favour of Proteftant Diffenters ; yet for
all this) there was not any’ Objection ftarted on the
Score of Religion, no Dangers, no impending Judg-
ments were denouriced, or apprehended .—Whereas,
methinks, if Religion is at all concerried, it is as
much . ‘cgqccrned to prevert the Fews from fettling
among our Fellow Chriftians, and Fellow Subjeéts
in Americas as in England 5 and if the Naturalizing
qf the Fews is the calling them together, inftead of
keeping them a difperfed Pesple, why wete they call=

ed together ‘to fettle -in Famaica, or in any of our

Colonies ; Places that can ferve them more fafely
than Great Britain, for a general Rendezvous, and
where they can with the greater Fafe, throw off the
Yoke, and fet up for.themfelves? But, perhaps,

- you will fay, Thefe Gentlemen have two different
‘Gofpels, one for America, -and another for Ol Eng-

lond :  And indeed thus much we fhall allow, That
when the Church, or Religion, Chriﬁiahity, or the
Prophecies, cannot be made 2 Watch-Wotd to roufe
the 6Ppp’ulace’, then the holy Zéal, the Piety, and
Chriftianity of thefe Gentlemen, and all their Con-
federates, lie dormant likewife. - "

FMpRg'O}fgi;,, if the Naturalizing of one ot two
oreign Fews is fo bad, fo irreligious, nay; {o anti-

- chriftian 2 Meafure, what muft the general Permif-

fion be, which the whdle Hebrew Nation hath to

‘trade in the. Funds, and to deal in our Stocks? - For
‘this is literally a calling or colleting them ‘together,

E2 " becalile

— Yet at that Juncture not .a Word was
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becaufe the Funds are the very Things which the
Fews principally trade in’y and arc no 1'unds
other Coungries fo large did fecare, ‘with Transfers
{o eafy, fzfe, and expeditious, & our own i Wlhere-
as they can purchafe Lands in almoft any. Country.

—And yet not a Word was fiid, tio Petitions, no In-
firuclions, were evet fent from Town or Countty to’
oppofe this diabolical and antichriftian Practice : fo
that the Fews aré incorporated by Laty with our Chrif-

tian Stockholders, and have at this Day at leaft

fhall we account for thefé Things? There is'but
one Way, and that 1§ the tite one, viz. That as the'

2000000/, in Goveriiinent Securities. “How then

Populace are ignorant of the Nature of Stocks, and
have no Property in the Funds, it would anfwer no
Ends to fet up a Cry, 'No Few Stockbolder ! which
none would follew, of echg back. =

Pérfons concernéd in raifing the, prefent ‘Clamours,

which may, in its Application; be of great Ufe to

this Kingdom; it is the ample Detail they have given
of the exceflive Ufury and monftrous Extortion” of

the Fews in former Times: For ‘out Princés only .

ufed them as Spunges, to fuck up the Treafure of the
‘Nation ; and theri, when they had a Mind to fguecze
them dry, they lét loofe the popular Odium and Fury

upon them. ~This is the true State of the Cafe, and
fuch was the Origin of all their Sufferings. They -

~ were firft fupported with an high Fand, in order to
get rich; and afterwatds, their very Riches were
made the Caufe of Complaint, and became their
~.Ruin and Deftru@ion. Thus they fell unpitieds
and the People rejoiced at the illegal Refumption of
their Rights, “Liberties, and Priviléges, inftead of
,endeavouring to cure the Origin of the Evil, and

" of entering into a new and better Syftem of National -

~ Police, in order to prevent the like Grievances for

the future. For it muft be obferved, that both.

- Church and State had in thofe Times enatted ‘fs:ve‘-'l
‘ , ,' ) o i . a . . . ra

there are no Furdsin-

" Howzver, one Thing has bEén‘broéch_éd by the
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' ypal * foolifh -abfurd Laws, that no Chriftian fhould
lend Money upon Intereft, grofsly miftaking the
Meaning of the Scriptures on that Head. “The,
neceflary. Confequence of .which ‘was, that the, Fews
had the Monopoly of Money. in their own Hands,

1 “and could make a Prey. of the Kingdom - at; their,

Pleafure, o4l as oir. exclufive Companies.-do now.
But furely the great Champions for thefe Exclu-
fions will, it is to be hoped, from henceforwards,
be lefs zealous in their Defence; they will. act a
more confiftent Part, than to condemn the Fews
for their Extortions, and yet juftify the Chriftians
for the like Praétice. ' For, let me afk, did the
Fews ever receive a greater Profit than the Hudfon’s
Bay Company have done? - Did they exactas much ¢
No. It is notorious, they did not exact' a’ fourth
Part as much as this Company have done on feveral
Articles s .and yet it is equally certain, that the Rifque
of the Fews, of lofing both Capital and Intereft, dur~
ing the Reigns of our Fobus, Henries, Edwards, &c.
“# T great View of the divinely infpired Legiflator; Mosgs,
feems to'have been, to turn the Principle of Self-Love into fuch a°
Channel, that it fhould alwaysoperate for. the Public Good. And in-
deed, this ought to be the fole Aim of evéry Government, if either
good Morals, or National Profperity, are expected. Now Mosts,
i fettling the Property of the Land of Canaan, {eems to have kept
the happy Medium betweén an abfolute dgrarian Law,—and an
gnhmxt_ed Monopql_y of Land ; and theréfore he allowed the Rich
and the Juduftrious t6 purchafe from the Pogr or the Zile for the Space

- of 49 Years, and no-longer; the Confequence of which was, that

peifonal Induftry received a fuflicient Encouragement,, at the fame
Time that an effeCtual Guard was placed againft the Lazinefs and -

‘Luxury of an ¢ver-growwn Fortune.! But "this éxcellent Scheme

Would fill have been ¢luded, hiad the Ifrackites been “permitted to,
lgnd Money ‘to each other upon Intereft; becaufe it would have
proved the'fame Thing in Fa&, whether the paternal Eftate was
bought for ever, or mortgaged for.ever. He therefore ordained,
that they fhen}d not take Ufury, or Intereft, one of atiother. This,
is the grue Reafon for that remarkable Prohibition. ‘But the Clergy
and Laity of the Times we are:now fpeaking of, as little;under-
ftood it, as the Aathor of The Anfawer to the Confiderations under-
ftands the plaineft Text in the New Teftament. See his Quotations
from Scripture, Pagés 14, 15,16, and 17, whicl are not-ta be

| equalled; except perhaps by George Fox.
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and the Expences they were . continually ‘at, to duy
the Favour and Protection of the Crown, were im-
~ menfely great.—In fhort, any Merchant at this Da
will enfure a ‘Ship, both to and from Hudfon’s Bay,
at a much lefs Premium, than he will a Sum of Mo-
ney,’ lent to-fome great Lord or Caftellan of Poland.
Now, what the Caftellans of Poland are at prefent,
our Barons were formerly; and it appears, both
+ from our Statute Books, and :from .other Records,
* that they would {carce ever pay their Debts; till they
were obliged by Dint of Arms; which, by the Bye,
may ferve as another Reafon, why the Fews were
formerly under the immediate Protetion of the
. Crown.- For when any Sums were due tothem; it
was impoffible for them to get Redrefs, without Mi-

~ litary Affiftance; and therefore the King demanded .

the Débt as his own Property.  Quod fi quifquam de-
tinuerit eis - Pecuniam [uam, perquirat. Rex, tanquam
Suum Proprium.. And as to Foreign Merchants and
Traders, - they made the fame heavy Complaints with
' the Yews, about the Badnefs of their Pay-mafters:
But_they, efpecially the Jlzalians, could have Re-
courfe to a powerful Advocate, which the Fews
could not; I mean the Pope. For there are many
Letters in Rymer’s Federa, exhorting the good Peo-
ple of England to pay their Debts; and one in par-
ticular, Vol. I. Page 670, wherein Complaint’ is
made to his Holinefs againft certain Archbifthops,
Bithops, Abbots, Priors, Chapters, Conventions,
Communities, - Dukes,” Marquiffes, Earls, Count-
‘effes, Barons, Knights, Burgefles, and other Per-
. fons of the Clergy and Laity. of England, Scotland,
“and Ireland, for receiving divers Sums of Money,
and Quantities of Corn, Wine, Wool, and other
‘Merchandize; yet when the Time of Payment came;
* they refufed to make any Satisfaction.. Therefore
- he ordérs the Archdeacon of London, if they refufed
to obey this Summons, to excommunicate their Per-
fons, and put their Eftates and Territories under an

Interdiét;
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Interdiét; ufing the accuftomary Forms of tolling
the Bells and lighting Candles. ~  * . "o 9

Thefe were the Times of glorious Old  England:
But what are thefe Times to us? ~And doth -any
Man now make a Complaint againft the Fews for tak=
ing an higher Intereft than their Neighbours ?-~No';
—The Complaint, if at all, is on the contrary:Side 3.
viz. that by pourin% in fuch vaft Sums of ‘Money
from Abroad, they have lowered the National  In-
tereft—A Crime, which every'Man who loves his

Country will readily forgive, = -~ = 0 0
- ‘Bu T it feems, though we have not thefe-Com-
plaints, we muft and wi// have fome others.” ‘For

" certain Gentlemen, who have 'penned Addrefles in

News-Papers, Inftructions to Members of *Parlia-
ment, Petitions, and the like, are pleafed to make
very free with the Judgments and Vifitations of Al-
‘mighty God on -this Occafion. They fcruple not
Joudly  to complain, that we fhall draw down the
fierceft of the divine Wrath and Difpleafure on this
‘Nation for admirtting the Fews to refide and trade,
(of, as they would rather have it, to incorporate)
among us. For it is pretended, that by fo doing,
we become Partakers with thém in their Impieties,
and fhall have the fame Sentence pafled and executed
‘upon ourfelves, of becoming a Reproach in the
Earth, a fugitive and vagabond People. e

Now ‘if all thefe Evils'are to arife from granting
a Permiffion to the' Fews to refide in this Country,
‘while they  continue gquier and peaceable Subje(s,
thefe Gentlemen ought to be reminded, that this is
a Permiffion which did always fubfift by Law, for
the Fews were never legally expelled. They fhould
likewife recollec, ‘that the Reftoration of the Royal
Family of the Stuarts grg= was attended with the Re-
turn of the Jews into Great Britainy and that Lord

- Chancellor CLARENDON granted to'many of them Letters
Of Denization under the Great Seal. Now as this -is

near
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near. an; hundred Years.ago, let me afk, What re.
markable Judgments have fallen upon thefe King-
doms, finge that famous Occurrence. ~ Have we'had
more of the three great Scourges of Heaven, the

.....

- Sword, Famine, and Peflilence, than in former
Times? ' Afe there more Calamities, more Diftref-
fes, more bad Seafons, (5 not forgetting the remark-

‘able. Spring, Summer, and; Autumn of the Year

1753, when the Few Bill was pafled) than commonly
ufed to be? WNay, let thofe Gentlemen produce,
if they can, any Period in the Hiftory of this Coun-
- try, when, there have been fo few; or when there

was more Wealth, Health and Plenty, Happinefs

and National Profperity. .. .~~~

- MorEeQVER, as to Spain and Portugal, what fig-
nal and diftinguifthing Bleflings hath Heaven con-
ferred upon:the Inhabitants of thofe Countries, for
their Zedl and Piety in extirpating this -accurfed
Race? . For they indeed have lierally no Fellowthi
~or Concord with the #ews: They do not bid them
- .God fpeed 5 but fend them, as they imagine, flaming
to the Devil: And yet wherein doth it appear, that
they are becomie the Darlings and Favourites of

Heaven by thefe Means ? In thert, Sir, one is

'fz'réd.with,confutihgv thefe Abfurdiries; and it is
really thocking and greatly offenfive to-all fincere

. Chriftians, to fee with what Bo/duefs and Blafphemy

~thefe Men have perverted the Language of Holy
Scripture, without Regard to Circumftances or Con-
_text, and tortured its Meaning for the vile Purpofes
of fupporting a finking Faction againft the next-ge-
neral Eletion, L
~ Bur, above all, fince thefe Gentlemen are fo fure
that this Nation will be c#r/ed for Naturalizing the
" Jews, why muft thefe Curfes fo particularly attend
~ the Purchaling of a Piece of Land, ¢ Merchandiz-

ing without paying Alien Duty, and obtaining the
- Freedom  of the Zurky Company ? For it is now §
o 2 , ' - confefled §
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confefled on all Hands, " that the Powers of Nitiira-
lization extend no farther; and furely there are many
National Sins and Vices full as black as any of thefe.—
‘Therefore the Public has a Right to call upon thefe

. Gentlemen, to fhew what parTicuLAR INIQUITY
is there in thefe Things, above ‘any others, thus to

draw down the hotteft Difpleafure of Almighty God?

~Indeed, if certain Heads of Faction, if Bigots, if
Monopolifts had the Difpofal of the Thunderbolts of

Heaven, I thould not wonder that they were Jevellid

at every Man who was truly and rationally a Chrife
tian, a Friend to his Country, and ufeful to Society: -
- But,—why they thould think that the Divine Being
- is like themfelves, that his Thoughts are as their
Thoughts, his- Ways as their Ways,—this remains
yet to be explained. . ETET I :

The firft Chriftian '!Emparoi,s‘; W‘eré_ of very vdiﬁ;e}r"ent

Sentiments from our modern Zealots; for they were
not apprehenfive that their tolerating the ¥ews, and
‘granting them even much greater Privileges than
- they can receive in England, would be attended with

any fatal Effeéts of Divine Vengeance. .Nay, the
Fathers of the Primitive Church exprefled themfelves

~on {uch Occafions, asif they thought it for the Ho-
- nour of Religion, and the Advancement of Chriftia

anity, that the Pews fhould be kindly and benevo-

" “lently treated. = « TanTum fcilicet (faith Grotius,

“ De Imperio Summarum Potefiatum, circa Sacra, Ca

¢ XV.) Imperatores .Chriftiani Pudeis largiti funt

¢ ob primordiam Veritatis, & fpem futurz Con-
““ verfionis; ut antiqui Patres de eifdem Jogui amant.”

+ Thatis,  So great Privileges did the Chriftian Eni-

g€

perors. beftow upon the Fews, &y reafon that the
< true Religion began firfs amiong them, and in hopes of

% their future Converfion; as the ancient F athers Jove
¢ 1o fpeak of thefe People.” - . . .
InpEED, thus much is. certain, that kind Ufage is

the only resfonable and Jufpifiable Way of making
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Converts : Nay; if it was indifferent which Courfe was.

- -taken, Experience hath fully proved, that Perfecution

andill Treatment, (and furely the propofing to make
.People Slaves is fome of the worft of Treatment) do

ot work any Convition upon the Fews 3 therefore,
- .if the natural Branches are ever to be grafted again
" 1nto their own Olive Tree, .as the Scripture aflures

“us  they..fhall be,—and if the Difperfed 'among  the

Gentiles are to be brought Home to the Chriftian F old,

{o that there may‘ be'one Flock under ane Sliephyerd,'

~—Howis this tg be effeted? By _Chfrifci‘an,* or An-
tichriftian Meafures ? - Surely one would-think, it is

~.impoflible.to make a Doubt of fuch"a Matter, Be-

~-fides, fince the gené.r!al,_Coanerﬁon of the 7e‘wz/b Na-
~.tion muft: begin. fomewbere, and none can tell: how

Joon, why fhould we endeavour to prevent its Begin-
“wing here? “Why thould the Members of the Church
-of England, the Glory of the Reformation, be the laft
to:bring back the ancicnt People’of Goa?—1t is really
true, that the Fews are prejudiced, and juftly preju-

:diced againft the Church of ‘Rome, becaufe of its-ma-

-nifold Idolatry and perfecuting Spirit;  but if they faw

~the Chriftian Religion #ruly profeffed and ' ¢onfeien-

- tioyfly praltifed in a Protefiant Gountry," there might
‘be a:well-grounded Hope, that they would then ac-
-knowledge the true’ Mefliah, who- is ‘already come,

- God, . bleffed for ever, and not look for another.

.~ LET me add likewife, that this is t\he/f‘prop,ercft
. Way for Us-Chriftians to prove the Orthodoxy of. oyr
-own Faith, and -the Purity of our Morals ; ‘and not

' 'to go about to propofe Religious Ténets, however

-found ‘and orthodox, as'the Civil Tenure, '\'zvh'e_/rje?y",a
~Man- is-to hold his Life and F ortune, = For this, I

“am {ure; is neither L.aw nor Gofpcl.;+nor ‘'was ever
<heard. of “till the -prefent Juncture. Foyi when an
Englifb-born Subjeét takes to his Eftate, or makesa
‘Purchafe, doth he make any Declaration'of ‘his Faith,
+fign any.. Articles of. Religion, or take any ’II’eét ‘
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whatever 2 "No ;—He doth not; ‘nor is, it ever en-
quired into, whether he is of any, or what Religion
upon fuch Occafions.” "As to the Affuir of Offices,

Religious; Civil, or Military, they. are not Eftates, .

they are not of private Concern, but Matters of Truft,
and of a public Nature, and require {uch and fuch
RQualifications in thofe who are to execute them,

* InpeED, if any Perfons, even in a private Station,
thall maintdin, and broach’ fuch Opinions as are no-

torioufly deftructive of the Peace of Civil Society,’

and fubverfive of the Government under which.thex

live, they may be punifhed in their Perfons or E-

ftates, according as*the Legiflature. thall apprehend

the Degree of Danger. Pleafe to obferve that T am -

wholly fpeaking of Civil Cenfures, hot Ecclefiaftical -

~and am confidering the prefent Subjeét merely in a
| Civil View. Therefore, I fay, it is for this Reafon
| only, that the Roman Catholics in Great Britain, are
| under the Difcouragement of a double Tax,  They

~‘are not ‘regarded as a 'S¢z in Religion, but a Fattion

in the Szate, whofe Intereft and Inclination ‘it appa-

rently s, ‘to fupport ‘a Pretender to his Majefty’s

Crown. . And whenéver they can give fuch Securit

for their Civil Bebaviour, as is agreeable to the Na-

ture of our Conftitution to admit: of,. I make no

Doubt but they fhall be put on the common F oot~
ing with other Subjects : ~ But if they fhould not, T

fhall; for my own Part, make no Scruple to fay,

‘that they are hardly, and ‘unjuftly dealt with,

-~ Butall this is nothing to the Cafe now before us;
- forif the Fewos had even a temporal Meffiah now in
| View, their Principles will ‘not admit'them to pro-

pofe to fet him up bere : and the King fufpe&s no

Danger of any Rival of that fort to his Throne : nor

do the Legiflature believe at all, that this imaginary .

Meffiah will ever appear to give them any Difturb-

ance.  How then can the Cafe of the Papifts being |

Houbly taxed be broughe inta this Controverfy? Why

!

o o truly"
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tfuly.it ferves to make a N‘oifé and a Flourifb ;—yet
even the Papifts pay no Duty fo abfurd as the Alien
Daty. But to proceed :—1I cannot apprehend, what

“the Gentlemen who have raifed thefe Clamours, can
- propofe to themfelves by making Orthodoxy the

universaL Tenure of Liberty and Property.  For

~ fure I am, that many of thofe who have appeared
" fo ftrenuous in this Controverfy, are fadly defective .
- themfelves in many effential Points of the Chriftian

Faith, and Chriftian Praltice. And though they

appear at prefent as the fuppofed . Champions for the

~ Chriftian- Religion, they would. not choofe to have

their own Principles and A&ions examined into on

, the prefent Qccafion.

Trus, Sir, I have ventured to give you my Sen-

‘timents with that Impartiality which flows from the
‘Heart of him, who has only Truth for his Objet.
" ‘T dedicate myfelf to 'ng Party nor Faction, am no -

‘Apologift for what is 2ad either in Z‘ew or Chriftian,
and fpeak thofe fold Truths, which are grating to
defigning Men of all Parties. This Impartiality, my

~ very Enemies, (if I have given Caufe to any to be
fuch) muft allow and acknawledge. - '

* As tothe perfonal Abufe I have met with, or may

- meet with, ’tis my Difpofition as well as my Duty

to forgive it, and pray to Gop to forgive the Au-

~ thors of it. I would only offer one Requeft to'my
fevereft Adverfary, that before he condemns: me,

e would cooly read that divine Compofition, Saint
Paul’s Epiftle to the Romans, and then afk his Con-

fcience, whether he is not really convinced, that this

great Apoftle, this free-born Roman, would have

‘given his Suffrage, had he been a Member of the

Britifh Legiflature,—¥or the late Bill : I draw no

- Xour “woft *Hum-!de‘~ Servant,

Nevapse  Jofiah Tucker.



