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A LETTER

To S FRANCIS BURDETT, Bt.
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IN dlscussmg quegtlons 1‘espectm0‘

the civil ‘and political rights, either of indi-
~ ¢idualstor” sometles,‘appeals are more fre-

quently made to the p'LSSlOIl‘S, than to - the

‘reason of the” paltles, if mankmd could - be

induced never. to act but upon’ deliberation,

few questlons would arlse, in civilized hfe, that ’
~could possﬂoly lead to- any fatal consequence,
Dbut asiit 15, ‘I''for. oneam of ‘opinion that
questmns of this sort should not be avoided, ,
v mere]y Because ’chey ‘sometimes ploduce
events’ wh1ch humamty niust wish ‘had not
happened I can “lament  the mtempelance’,

that- ‘occasions the, 1mmed1ate ‘mischief, but

- inithe! ardour and " spirit from whence»that

B .
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_intemperance proceeds I can trace a sure

bulwark of our hbeltles, such as we have
inherited them from our ancestors.
These 1eﬂectlons have ausen out of the

: dlspute now subsxstmcr between you “and the

House of Commons, and have led me to consi-

der by what authority You are now a Prisoner .
in the Tower; also, what is the foundation of

the power that has commltted GALE JONES

to Newgate i—and in what instance, and for -

‘what offences the House of  Commons have
the power of, deprwmo ME, one of their con-

stituents, of my personal hbelt_y by their

own mxmedlate act. = o .

In conbldeunw these questwns, the mmd
ﬁndb no satisfactory resting-place at whlch
to be0~1n 1ts medltmtlons, till it has tlavelled
Aback to the prlmaeval state of ma,nkmd and
co'ltemplated man in his. abstract character

of a mere animal. - In this. state each 1nd1~

vidual of the species subsists ‘on_the spon-».
taneous productions of the earth, ‘or on. the

v1ct1ms of his own skill, activity and strength
among the brute creation ; -when ‘arrived . at

manhood he is independant of his fellow-

1
i
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man, and hé neither bestows upon, nor re-
ceives from his’ fellow creatures any other

benefit than what is cemmon’ Wlth the rest

of the ammal world. .
In this state all men ave equal each pur»-

sues his own inclinations, umestralned by '
any pr1nc1ple, but that which is common to
almost all ammals, 1. e. that of not destr oyan'
the other individuals of his own species i
man cannot long remain in this sep‘u‘%te and.
‘independant state, being by nature a social
animal, accordlnglv, sometles are soon form~’
ed, thou‘rh certainly in a very rade’ and im-
. pelfect ~way. His first assoclation leaves’

man possessed of almost as much hberty as

he enjoyed before hé became attached to-

any partlcular hO]de, he still gathers his

own fruits, where and when he pleases, and
~ he pursues and kills his own ga,me : the only

social obhgatlon he contracts is ¢ 'defenSive

one, whlch engages him, for a mmﬂ‘zr'ald'

to dssist in the defence of the persons,y

bwomen, and chllmen, of the other members.

of his own, against the attacks of any
nelgthLuan‘ hor‘de. this prmmple, purely
*-‘ 2
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defensive in ‘the first instance, arising from.
a conscmusness of individual weakness, whmhﬂ

.opemtes on the reason of manklnd n- thls

respect, as nstinct does on some of the brute
tribes, becomes in time aggressive; this pro-
duces war, and war produces superiorityy:
ﬁlst as between the conqueror and . con-.

quered secondly, as between the leader 'md; ,
the follower. : e _ :
In this state men. cannot sub,slst themselves

in larg ge societies, and 1if several hordes, e1ther-‘

in consequence of* conquest or mutual con-

venience, unite, the increasing wants of
this enlarged community; will naturally
suggest to them the expediency of pas-

. toral pUISHItS, which first introduce the idea
of individual ploperty we have various in- .

stances of assoc1at10ns of shepherds becommg

~ very numerous, rich ‘in flocks and herds, and
~.of their making various arrangements,: con-
“tracts, and.agreements, among themselves,

for the bettel' preServdtion ef their" several
nations, and their individual property, and
of theit . chusing captains and kmgs to.

command in time of war, and to govern and,

SIR F. BURDETT, BT. 5

" administer justice-among themselves in time’
of péace. ' Agriculture, - the next stage of cis
 vilization, introduces a new species of pro-

perty, and reqmres new. regulatlons for ‘the
protection and encoulagement of 1t; "Com-

merce glefxtly 'mdds to' the list; and theser

1egulatlons among' mankmd are’ what we

now understand by the abstract terms of law
and government. The’se’ necessarily produce
a change in the relative situations of the se~
‘veral members of the society; each neces-

sarily - relinquishes - some . of those " natural
nghts and - liberties which he enjoyed in his
more rude state of existence ;- he is no. longer:
entitled to pluck the first grape he sees, or to

kill the first. kid he finds on the ad.]omlng

mounta,ln he cultivates . his own v1neyard :
and réars his.own flocks, and as his ne]ghbour

assists to- defend . these agamst plunder. SO 1s';
he bound to: assmt in‘ the. protectlon “of -hls."

neighbour’s; more especially is he: bound- not
to ber*ome the plunderer himself; and in
order that ~the whole may be. pl otected.

against. encroaehment by other | independant
- gocieties, - the individuals select from among.
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. themselves some - pelson or persons, whose.
duty : it shall be to devise and carry into effect.
siich regula‘uons as appear to be best adapted.{
to these several ends.. =~ = G
. In these regulations we: see the ﬁlst rudl-t
ments of law. T R
As we have seen man advance i in c1v1hza-.

txon, S0- we have seen him- relmqulsh his title: o

to some-of those liberties which he en Joyed mn:
his pummve state; but we also perceive that,’
by this relinquishment, he purchases: other

~rights of a more valuable- sort; and ~certain.

civil privileges, which are infinitely superior.
to the unrestrained liberty of hls condltlon,
when in a state of nature. SOTRE

- From: the regulations, which man thus - -

troduces into his civilized - state, spl ing the
‘relatlve mtuatlon of governors. and govemed
The: thter, having chosen. the former from
among themselves,; -and having in such choice
requésted that the y would undertake the labour
of making rules and regulations for the pr otec~

" tion and govemment of the whole, are con~

“sequently bound to observe: those dutiés thus

prescrlbed to them Lheu obedlence is ‘the

K

N N ’

‘price they pay for the protection they enjoy,
-and, the powers  and privileges of the gover-
niors are-the reward which they receive for the
labour and duty, they take upon themselves:
. When T say the governed . are hound to .
obey. the rules and - regulations thus - - pre-
scribed to them by persons of. their ovn: elec-
tion, it must always be undexrstood with this

* qualification, that these rules.and r.egulatums
‘do not infringe those ,eternal laws prescribed

to man at his creatlon, -and. Whlch he’cannot
violate: without, bemg gullty of what no hu-._

- man. power .can bind: him . to commlt Sin;

therefore. no -human power can compol him
to - violate God’s laws as originally planted
in the breast of man, ‘promulgated from
time to time to his: creatures, and as they

_are now, recorded in his:scriptures. - No man

ouorht to obey such a law, and an atfempt to
unpose it would authorlse the *members of

the - society to revoke and annul the power;
which they had,delegated to their ‘gover-

nors—a power. evidently given to. them foit
the, general benefit, and not for the destruc« '
tion of the commumty orits members S
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Subject to this exception, the governed are
bound to obey. the rules and 1egulat10ns thus
made  for their. own government; by -their
" own consént ;>which consent ‘is essential ‘to
‘render - them - obligatory, for * No law ' can
| obhge a’ people without their own consent;

but this consent is either verbis or fdctls, .
. e. it 1s elthel expressed n wrltmg, -Or. ims -

- plied by deeds and actions.”—3d. Salk: 112;
~and as no man can be bound by any law to

: Wthh he has not glven e1the1 an express or

an implied consent; it follows as a matter. of
course,” that -he is not:bound to submitito

the. jurisdiction of -any. man ‘or set of men;

by whose judgment he has' not either. dlrectly
or 1mphedly c,onsented to be bound.

~ From what has been already advanced,’ it
;should seem, - that_ original contracts among
_ the first members of society are not altogether -

ideal, nor is it material to trace whether these
- contracts have been made by a regular con-
. vention,’ or whether they have obtained their
force - ﬁom immemorial and ‘Thabitual acqui~
escence in, and to certain fixed principles and
regulations, which imply an original and ge-

SIR’,AF{BURDI&TT, BT. 9

neral acreement entered 1nto at some re-

‘mote penod the record of . whlch “has been

lost; ‘and whgch, like the common  law - of
England is pleselved only in certain general
principles;; set: down 1In the writings of glave

“and learned men of great: antiquity, and..in
‘the reports of cases which have been. detel-

mined agreeable to these principles. -
. In the onglnal contract -of this kmgdom‘
areé two IRREVOCABLE articles, which by

umversal consent 1t IS declared . the society

itself shall not have the power of annulling.

The first is, That no man shall be found
gullty but by a jury of his eanls. N

~ The second, That the. sovereign powel
(thdt is, the power - of makmw rules and
regulatlons for the .government of. that so-'
clety-at- laroe) shall be. for ever vested 1n a
political - assembly, - consisting of a. King, a

- House  of Lords, and a House .of Commons '

/
“These two great unalienable fiefs .are a
pxoud portion - of that inheritance, whmh

raises the meanest subject of the Umtcd
ngdom-.above .-the most exalted and fa-

vored minion of arbitrary power.

T
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To the united wisdom- of” this eésembly’,‘

now called a Parliament, created as' it
were at some remote period, by an orlgmal
contract of the people, founded. on the

‘general - consent which is the: fundamental

basis - of 1ts authonty, is -'committed ‘the
power of making laws for: the govelnment
of the whole, -and as each individual of the

state has a volce 1n const1tutmg this assem-
'bly, it 18 ev1dent ‘that each individual has

given his assent to be bound by the la,ws

thus framed.

Should - it be objected that each 1nd1v1-
dual of.the state has not a voice in:consti-
tuting this dssembly, or that this applies to
the written 1aws only, the - ‘answers to both
are easy. = R R S

That each mdw1dual of the state has a

., imme in constltutmg this assembly 1s to be

mferred from this, because all, at the orlgmafl

| foxma‘n}on of the constltutlon, have severally

consented, first, that a King shall form an essen=
tial part of this assembly, secondly, that the
Lords, spiritual and temporal, assembled, shall

form an 1n4;egra1 portlon of palhament and

SIR T. BURDETT, BT. 11

thirdly, tliatthefe ;shav_ll“also he ass‘emb_led a Cer=

tainnumber ofComn}oners', elected by thé com~
_ moners of property from among themselves,
whoshallalso be associated with the two formey -
branches, and form -a necessary c_ompo‘njen;ti

part of parhcmment “And as:each individual
of .the state -has virtually _consented that

pzuhament shall consist of these three dis-.

tumt.bmnches, it- follows, that all have ac-

‘tually given their full assent to the formation
" of the several: branches of which it is com-

posed Hence the meanest 1nd1v1dua,1 of the
-state, having consented thatthe persons of pro-
perty among the commons should be solely

V,yl‘n,vested. with: the power of duly electing
-and returning the representative body of the

:commons;. n- this national - -assembly, - is. as

‘eff'ectually bound to: ablde by the laws, as-

J,f hie; ha«i ‘been -one even of the 1epresenta~
tivgohody (itself; giving his individual -and

persgna.l:consentwto their enactments. ,The, :
.constitutionswould receive as severeia wound
{im:changing the elective Franchise from the

«Commons caf ipraperty,. to an' election PER
CATUT,as itwould, if the House of Commons
c2
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- was deprived of its. due share '-‘inwthe\makirig
of a law. " '
To the second obJectlon, that the nnphed
~ consent of each individual.-applies only to the
written laws, or such as are promulgated n
‘the form of acts of pmhamems ;: the vanswer 18 -
“equally clear. = For the same ‘assent of each
individual of the state, to be bound: by “the
yules and ordinances of the eommon’ law, is
as necessarily inferred: from the universal and

immemorial obedience to it, as in the case of

an act of~ parhament indeed the rules of con~
duct prescribed by the .common' law, derive
their force from:a presumptlon of some prior
competent ordmance to . give them existence,
as well as of an universal assent of the people”
“to be bound by them.: When azpower is
“given of makmg laws: for the community-at
-l‘lrge, many: consequences necessarlly follow,
“such as, that . the power shall : be iabdolute,
that its ordinances shalk: be: pelmanent -and
irrevocable: by #any other power;; ithat each
_individual ‘shall. implicitly “obey;: (them,-amd
,‘ that ‘there - shall - be- “vested %somewhere ia,
_.competent power to- enf(nce obedlence. S

'$IR F. BURDETT, BT, 13

- Another: iinp‘orfant consequence. 18, that. it
possess- the power of regulating its own pro-
ceedings, and of prescribing toitself the nmiode
of dischar glng the daties imposed upon it; such -

for instance as’ i our Parliament, whether thc.
deliberations upon a projected: law shall be car-

~ied on in one: Room; where the three Estates
'shall be assembled together, or whether each

’Estate shall hold 1its. dehbenmons separately

from the other; the essence or thé'spirit of the -

:ldw is, that each ordinance of the king shall be

-made with the advice, and have the consent of

‘the lords spiritual and.tempoml and commons

assémbled in parliament; but.it is not essen-~ -

‘tial that this;advice and assent shall be given
«iti two ‘separate Tooms, as is.now the case, or
A one, as was formerly the case, the joint
:assent:of the threé branches is . essentidl to
-every Edict,-and thisassent wasa. par_t of . the
lgriginal compact preséribed by the  people,

andds: an absélute essential of the law; but
the mode, by which that assent is given,: may

be varied as it suits the \Vlsdom and conve-

~ «nienee ofthe three Estates, who alone are com~
'lpetent tto. prescribe - for themselves, not only
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the mode, but also the peuod of dssembhng,
of proposing; and giving their advice and con-
'.sent n, and to the ‘enactment of . laws, and

of carrying on their- dehberatlons, 80 as 10

- glve that adv1ce and. consent serlatlm.

The edicts of this assembly are absolute

7bﬁand binding on all, unless (which it is not
" admissible to suppose) they should be a vio-
:'latlon of either the natural or divine law, or

\ {ransgress thé fundamental and irrevocable

pnn(nples of: the Constltutlon, Wlth these

o exceptions they can prescribe bounds to the

.Prelogatwe to -the crown, they can dictate

\. the puvﬂeges of the Noblhty, abrogate those

of the Commons, and restrain the remainder

of'the people; because in: this assembly we
find the rights of the ciown guarded by its

1mmed1ate Possessor in his natural person:;
likewise we find the whole body of the nobi-

lity either assembled or 1ep1esented and

because . every 1nd1v1dual in the state below

the rank . of noblhty has, as we have before
seen, a voice 1n parliament either personally :
-or by his representative ; yet whatever may be

done by either bra,nch of thls assembly, Qr

SIR F. BURDETT, BT. 15

by two only, while: the 'thr"ee”is”in ‘exis-

tance, 1s not to have the force and’ eﬁ'ect of a
law, nor does: the Constltutlon demand that

the . individuals of: the state should yleld\.

obedience to it as:such,: except in cases
which relate to the promuloatlon of the prlﬁ

vileges essentlal ‘to that particular blanch or;
‘branches of the Legislature. -

~These privileges, if I may be allowed thé

- expressmn,oale the bye-laws of the framers
- of them; and they:must, not only, not vio-

late any general' law: of the: éo’mmimi.'ty at
Iarge', but they must also be consistent: with,
and: in: furtherance of the due discharge of
the duty of the  framers in their leglslatlve
capacity. These regulations, made by several
branches of parliament for its own government,
included in.the LEX ET CONSUETUDO PAR~
LIAMENTI, have, and dpparently with great
accuracy, been referred to - thls one max:un,

taken' from 4. Inst. 15. i.e— =~ -

- ¢ That whatever matter arises concermng

either house - of ‘parliament, ought fo be ex- -

amined; - discussed, - and - adjudged ‘in- that

 house to Whl(}h at relates, amd not else-

where
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The detexmmatmns arising out" of these
dlscussmns are :necessarily binding on the

members of the house, where they arise, un= -

less they are contrary elther to. the mnaturdk
or- the : .divine law,.or- the law - of the:lands

~.thor 1gh they” are not here actmg in the capa+
'pamty of legislators and. ma,y not therefore

alter any estabhshed law. But as parliament
has been entrusted with the power of: makmg

laws; so it nécessarily. follows’ that it is.ins
wested with'sufficient: powers 0 secure: . the

due: dlsoharge of the duties imposed upon 1t

and as it .can make laws for the 1wholey 1t
also follows it can pwscribe for a ‘part: wccors

dmgly, 1t has, 'with a due : 1egcud to the: ple-

~servation of the whole, declared; by immemo-

‘rial-usage, that each branch or house shall be
sole judge of its own’ privileges; “without this;

“the independence - of each brarnch could not -
‘have been secured, and without independence .

its discussions could not have been: free:
- The personal freedom of the several mem-

. bers of the different branches, from foreign i n- "
' terferencegwas essential to their mdepcndence, -

w;‘chout;thls-.theu..dehberatlor}s mightbe inter-

[y
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1

terrupted f01 want perhaps of mfmmauon, .
known only tQ; the mdwmual of Whose advmfi

dnd assmhnce it W’LS depl 1ved

To effect thelefore the great obJect of . 1ts \‘

mstltutlon, 1i, e. the 1egula1 makmg and ad-

’ ministration’ of and a- due obedlence to its .
, law s, palhamcnt has Wlsely plescrlbed to its
respecuve bmnches, v(uloua dutles, 1nvested
'each w1th dlvers POWGIS, and seculed tQ:f
them and thelr sevexal membe:ls, such puvx— ;
v leges as are necess'uy 'md 1ncxdent to theu‘ R
several sfcuatlons, o :
On the Kl,ng 1t has 1mposed Lhc dutlesf

~~~~~~

' Mcrcy

Tor these pux poses he 1s necessa1 1ly 1nvested '

w1th powels commensumte to Lhe dutles and
1t 1s obv1ous that one of these powers must
be the erectlon of Courts of J USthG to dc,dzue

' '1he law, .and the '1pp01ntment of Ofﬁcers to
‘carry thes declarations of his Courts. into effect.
~ These are perhaps the only duhes 'Lnd powers?

neces&uy to be here notlced and it does not
oceurtameat present thatwe need partlcularly

D
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advext to. the dutles and pml}efms of - the

: i
House of Loxds, furthel than ﬂmt whcn V\(‘

say 'it’ has dutles to pexfoun, 1t necessarxly
fOHO‘Vb that suﬁ‘iment powels are glven to 1t

......

ed as are adoquate to the pxotectlon of them

‘ao amst enu‘oachmcnt

It 1s equaﬂy unnecess'u*y to cntol upon :

:::::

pnvﬂeO’es of the House of Commons, 11: 1s

‘ai\l R

suﬁiment to enumerate a fcw of t)em lot 11,

be 1emembel ed that this house is a replesem "

tduve as Wcﬂ as a ddlbemtne body whose

(

oplmon "llld assent IS to __be takcn _from the '

' Majonty of 1ts members, and th’{t lt doos not
_1equn’e an un'lnlmous assent to 1ende1 11%
" detelmnﬂuons bmdmw ——that thls 'tsscnt

'11ter due dehberatxon, 18 rcqumlte to evel Y

]a\v,—ethat to its Prudcnce aud \’f’ 1sdom lb en- :

trusted the ralsmcr of the requlblte supphes

-for the sérvice of the State and, the imme-

(hatc controul of the pubhc expendltuge f01
these, amonw other refxsons, it has" obv1ously
the power of exammmg 1nto the Electlon of'

| lts own Membexs, and of reJectlng the 1nte1- |

. T S AN v
s thiat e determmatlon of Lh(, N[mout_y ,

; .
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also necess«ully mvestod.wmh the power of
O Lo

plotec mg the pelsonal hbel Ly of us nohtful

members If thls was '1‘101: lthe case, 1t mlght

EINE

‘*l IR DTSSR I TS A 47 B ID LA N NURES £ S-S S8 AN EEE)
might ble subsututea for that of the Mapnt
1 t;}‘) WO it

FriT ; L g
which there was. a dlff'elence of opmlon, and

asty Thin Gl

fho”num s expﬂoted to be noally e(lual 1t )
i i

s"‘l!.}u,f- HES 2031
mléht apEen, i the Members were. not pro~

SECAEYs N 1

tectocf i ihen Personal hberty, that a sufﬁ- :

e 1o o

cient numbe;'of the’ Ma]onty mfolltielther
b ﬁaud 01 fomé be detamed ﬂom the h use '

\H.‘,.? st )r:p I3

ta glve the N{monty an opport funit o calr

Aif [);)g R (S ,ilr) M \‘i 3 Lky f! !

ng. the. qucstlon 1n then deOU.l aregulatlon‘

3 FLQTT QL 0 T iy ”Uf

Moul( m Lhat 1ns; .ance be held ou.f“to the-

5 DETORUY G vl

pubhc as a law, WIm,h m tluth Was not .one.
as*o& TSI
dkms of the pul h(, pulse, 1t follows

510 ST AN RN R R RN TR AT s b IR R CDIN
as a_consequt nce, that they 'sh all lmve the ,

ST f*:s,:_";i, N ] (S NSARENTALISN ? [RIA N
powel of exannnmg into tne conduct of Pub-
AR i)i 3% [N R S
lic, %comptants,wnd of (,cdhno“ for pumshment

. ")" . [ SN YRR TSRS IS I S RIS 54 (If{

m case they flnd oocamon, on any pelson

i3 ?,'J’“ 7 ""e it Jﬂngx‘f

who shdﬂ ha,ve mysconducted hlmself 1o give -

OURTON : RSP o
effect to thls a Well as. for many othgr
31 (B et C e nnl o ged
PUIPO-:GS, L‘he power of ¢ exammmg w1tnesse‘~=
. . 15 {5 AR LS T AT T | ,\llg
D 2

ot Zduly elected 1t is

or sup ose a quesuon undel dlscussmn, on.
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A

yon

'pl ope1 demefmo), when the Wltness 1s there,
si it O

s0. as not to occasion ‘my 1nte1rupuon to
TElard s (&

then ploceedmos, elthel by Contuchy or

Sna 33t

’txon, z‘md heodom, as Lt :’has the 'powerlﬂf

exammmg lnto the due Electlon of 1ts mem—

bers, it hqs also the powel of regulatmg theu‘

(,onduct whlIe membel 85 and in certam cases,
of expellmg them, such for 1nsian¢e, as that
of ha,vmo been convmte, by a Coult of com-
pefent _]urlsdlctlon, of various off'ences, for 1t
could mnever- be 1ntended that : the people
Incant to depute, as thelr repx‘esentativ_

[EN B B S

the greqt Counc1I of the Natlon, a i)ex’son, who

I

iwas a dlsgrace to soclety 1tself'
, These are a few of - the dutles,i powers,
and pnvﬁeges, Whlch necessarlly arise otit of

i.ooh

the Consututlon of the House of Commons,
Besldes them thexe are a gxe'xt many othels as

: :certam, as Well undezstood and as umversally ‘
a&mltted,( But as, 1L was ‘1mposs1ble af the fir st~

““““ g vz({

formatmrf of the Consumtlon fo foresee,

. ¥

\ What, 1a,ws, m the ‘progress of f‘tifné',"

<

. and
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1-,

1mpossﬂ)le Lo, fmesee WL'LL eX~

,,\/ 137

duslve Rxghts Would be 1equlslte for elthe

equdlly

‘.fxin

br 'mch of !Govornment 1n order to. seoure the

sibiis M

powu of d' chargmcr 1ts duues, as 11. ought
oyt .

.....

i B 1

1nhea1d of so 1t mlght boeome neeessary
for elther house of Pnrhament to exelolse
powels, and assume prlvﬂeges, Wthh had

never been before mentloned because the .

case they wele 1equlred to meet was unple~

cedented and, consequently for Whl(,h no pro-

vision. coul({i; have been prevmusly m'Lde To
have p‘xssed a. Resoluuon, that the House of
C01nmons should have power to commlt one of
ts own Members, for PRINTI NG a hbel agamst
‘it before the art of prlnung was know 0, was as
1mp0381ble, as lhat a law could have been
made, for pﬁmshmg a. mfm, ’at that penod

101 PRINTING a hbel on any. othel subJect

- Unhe'u‘d and unthought of Cases may )ct

but 1f they do, the Consmtuuon n-

> iended to. owe and consequen‘cly has glven, the

:_.c“r'

Leglslduue, m the one mstanee, the power of
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0

maklnh* laws * to‘ meet them, d irlli vthe

othcr‘, it Has'd m hl’te“mannel gi{féh( tﬁe ouse
i({

sufhcient power to Secme “tselfin ‘the due adml- ,

IR TR OIS

- mstrahon of its legal and authorlzed functlons. :

Y1t s sufficlent fthat two ° glea;t and never;
to-be-fmsaken pr1n01ples pervz’ide the WhoTé.

[y

“Fi irst, that the ng, Lords, and Commbbs
rlty to make laws for the’ Wh'oieﬂ. QL et
Seeondly, ‘that ;they:“‘sh\all »collecflvrel\j);'
and llldl\/ldlldﬂ_y, e‘ﬁjo’y, and” poeéess sucb‘

powers, ‘and” puwlecres, as will’ enable them

to dlscharge thls duty wlt 1'effect As, howm'

be mvested vmh, and”consequently db‘él.él

..... 8

’
Wthh shall v1ol(}fte the dlwne Iaws, s0 neL

ther shall any ‘separate branch of’ the Le-'
glsla,ture enjoy p;1V11eges, or, hcwe powero,
whlch shall be a’ v1olcmon of the laws of‘
the whole. RS LAt

When any membe1 of the commumty at '’
large, becomes a membel of either’ blanch )

.of‘ the Leg1slature, he 1mmed1ate1y acquﬁeé

ll'

an 'Interest in the powers and puvﬂeges, "

X
r -

n Parhament assembled sh'dl have’gi{‘trh‘o«:’
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which are pecuhar to ﬂidt b1 anch, with which,

he, .1s connected, .but, .in order . to acqun'
these, he must necessarily submlt to -the
l‘edulgxrclons rand - necessities that, operate to,

bind his fellow-members,, and. must surrender

some of those nghts and liberties, . “hlch he

o;eVloley.ene}oved as a‘A genezd\l, member of.

the Commugmy.( B P T AT
_As man. sunendcrs part of hlS natural

RUIN

- liberty, for. the henefit. of c1v1,l Jprotection,-
' ‘so shfﬂl he. surrendcl palt of hm civil hbertv

as the price. of thc pecuh;u ‘puvﬂeges and.
powers,, Jesulting to; hlm in’, his . capacity: :of
a, Leglplatm And as man; consents, when he .
becomes a member of: c1v1hzed ~soclety;. to.
be bound by laws, ﬁdmed ameeable to the,
Constnutlon, to whlch he hlm.sdf has .ac-,

' ceded so, when .any, 1ndlvldua,l of that (Cl- l

v1hzed somety becomes a member of the Le—

glalature, he, to all 1ntents and purposes,;

consents to be bound by those Rulcs
whlch 1t hae prescrlbed for. 1Ls own' go-»
vemment prov1ded as was befo1e observed

or dlvme law, or the law of the land And as

Bt ¥
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the soc1ety at large can make ‘aws to bihﬂ
Itsclf 'so has each branch’ of the lcglslature
power, to make la\vs ‘to bind itself, plOVld(—fdg
‘t‘hese laws ‘operate on all its members %hke.g
CAC Regulatlon to- commlt a pal ticuldl
‘Membex, should he be guﬂty of'a’ partlcular
" aét, would ‘be ‘illegal ; but a” regulatlo'n to"
commlt any member, who should be- gmlty
of “the same act, would e legal and conse-
-quently bmdmg ‘upon all; as- much on”the
‘members- who opposed 1t, as on those who
proposed and supported it." - ‘
“But as each 1nd1wdudl When he becomes
a “member of so<:1ety, suuenders only S0
much. of his - naturdl hberty as is necessary
for - ‘the- well-bemo of “his Commumty, SO
each m(hwdu'u of - “the' ‘¢ivil 80c1ety of - thls
kmcrdom, surrenders only ‘so’ much of hls
civil hberty, when 'he becomes a member of
eithér branch of the Leglslatul e, as lsnecessary
for the well and due dlscharge of its duties.
“Phis blmgs us to a- pomt which shews' the

defectlveness of ali human 1nst1tu‘c10ns, how_
ever perfect: they may appear, ‘or founded 6n -
'pnncxples however mst for as’ each brdnch

SIR F. BURDETT, BT. 25

of the Legislature is wisely made independent
of .the other, so is there no. superior to con-
troul the Regulations, which each branch
plescrlbes for . its. owh government, any

more than there exists a Power to review or
controul’ a law, which may be supposed to

rench on such of the: natural liberties of
mankmd as.’ were not sulrendered ‘on ‘their
entlance into: somety crooh

In either case thele 1S no appea] but to

that ‘inherent w1sdom and justice, Wthh

for- the preselvatlon of social - order, it is

necessa1 y to. plesume, ex1sts in the sup1 eme
Power, ‘which is entrusted: Wlth the regulation
and ‘government of theArespectwe‘somctlesi :

- This difficultyis known to exist; and as man

is, 1 the first lnstance, content to submit.toit,
' when he becomes a ‘member. of soc1ety, S0

in hkevmanner; when he joins either branch
of the legislature, he professes himself to:be

‘content. to- submit to those Rules, which the
Majority prescribe, without any appeal but

to the Wlsdom and Justlce of hls fellow
members.

The Ma]ority, thereF01e, of the House of

)
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Commons having - committed  you to 'the -

Tower for a libel, you are bound to submit—
and there exists no Authority in these king-
" doms to. question thef*leg’alityv of their vdte;
But, say yous 1t s 1llegal, because it is 8
violation of -one -of" those 1rrevocable and
“analienable: Rights, which form a part of the
Inhéritance of every- Ehgliéhnian. - This, sir;
I deny. You are not, in the first- mstance,
B deprwed of -your ‘trial by ‘a Jury, in one of

the ngs Courts;- ‘without your own free

- will and consent; ‘andin the next place,’it i3
in fact a Trial by your Peers;~it-is a Member
of the House of -Commons tried by Members
of the House of Commons;all equally-amena-

ble ‘to thesame- jurisdiction, and . as’ such, -

this procedure is" pexfectly agreeable . to” the
great principle; that none: shall be found
gmlty but by ‘a jury: ‘of ‘his* equals. It is a

conviction: before a ‘Tribunal of your own
.chusmg when you became a Member of
the House of Commons; you knew the terms, -

on‘which- you enteredy into’ that hduse, and

paltlcula,lly that the Mmonty were to be

| “in all cases bound by the MaJonty. When

SI® ¥. BURDETT, BT. 27

.you- secuxed your person from -arrest by
‘the civil process of the law of the land,

iyou .exposed- it to restraint -at the will of
.the- House of Commons. - And to suppose -
‘that the House had: the power of deciding,

‘that you ought to be committed to the Tower,
-without -admitting -that it - has the - power

- of sending you thither, : would. be ;s_‘uch,. an

- Anomaly in civil Policy, as cannot be sup-
-posed to exist in:the Constitution of any
countly . To the: power; of ; }udé_)mg and
.giving eﬁect to theu judgment, - is necessarily
“attached. the power.of calling-in, to their as-
sistance, such force as. slia,ll‘ ensure the due
Executlon of their. Oldels e w s

_ If it should ‘be. said,. that they had no
_power. to: interfere with -any thing.you did
-out. of the VValls of the House, such an  ar-
gument can. only be supported upon. a Fiction

‘in reasoning, 1. e.: that you -were ‘capal‘)vle. aof
:being considered two persons at.one and. the
;same time; that it was competent for you to

be considered a simple Citizen, when out of

- the house, and a Member only when you were
~within its Walls: but this reasoning cannot
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‘be ddmztted for one purpose, and not for all;

if you chuse to be cons1dered as exempt from
" the power of the house, for all actions, which
You commit out of the Walls of the House,
you must leave within:its walls that cloak
of . prlvﬂeges, which, people are ill-natured
“enough to insinuate, is necessary: for some of
*the Members to use out of'doors, -in order to
~ secure the'business of the house from inter-
~ruption; but as this ar gument is, as was be-
fore observed founded on Fiction, it is falr to
answer it with another Fiction,: whlch not
only applies strictly -in- this case, but ex-
tends -to - all- other privileged: ipersons,’ 1. e.
that they are always supposed to be presert

.in the.actual discharge of their duty.: If
~your address  to “your --constituents .. were ~
- transmitted to Botley, for- Mr'._‘}Cobbett’s-pe-

~rusal, before itsi-insertion ‘in his. .Register,

-1 may venture. to ask, :whether 1t was - not

_cloathed in'-a: privileged cover?. a  mode
‘of conveyance-which would not. have  been
"competent for me to adopt.

It does not, -therefore, appear. 1easonable

fhat the house should have a greater power

-~
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over its l\lemb'ers-wi\.thi_n,, than it.should:pos-
_sess over them without its walls. - It would
be futile,. and unavailable, to give the House-a
~power to restrain improper. 1angua0*e 1n . de-

bate, and to withhold the power of, restrain-

‘ing improper Publications, which may. possi-

‘bly prove a much: gieatel Interruption to 1ts

proceedings, - than -any. improper. Language
~used within its walls-could possibly be :.in the
;la,tter case, the House Would be under the ne-

cessity of instituting an Inquiry respecting the

author, and;of d@batmg:wand, deciding on the

.course - to ibe. pur-sued,ﬁwhich must necessar

7fi1y Interrupt, their proceedings: ;- .and in this
: ﬁ,ver.y‘.casje of yours, _tho,ugh' you.. gaﬁre, them

as little trouble ass possible;:a most. important
- Debate was. essenually interr upted

. The House has secur ed Privilege to 1ts own
&

.members, to- plevent mlen uptions, for; the
.same reasori it has, and necessarily.must: havg,
.the power of dealing with them séyerallyas
‘in its Wisdom it-;m_z‘my think right .and if it
- could not act without.controul, in cases where-~
.in Members are convigted of any Delinquency
.towards. itself, T should. tremble for the in-
_"dépendenc_e of the Hou§g,of _Commons.b

N
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"It is a constitutional principle, as we have

before seen, that each branch of the leglsld-“
ture shaH be independent of theé other; be-

-eause this is essential to the:due-and . falthful

‘dlscharge of their 1espect1ve dutles s but this

'lndependence could'not he preserved, if either
Branch admitted -of - ‘the Interference of the
other with “its-privileges : .yet-what are You
asking, but; thata question of pure. Privilege

~between the House and. one: ‘of .its Members, |
‘.shall be examined. into Dby:the J udcres ?-which

" is, in direct terms, ‘soliciting the lnterference
of the Crown with -the Rights and Privileges
" of the Commons,: an interferende which, as a
 "Member -of the Commumtyz should. be
-sorry,  was everadmitted, s oatan :
Posalbly, abuses may:- have mept 1nto the
practical Formationof the representative Body
- of the Commons; these, however, the Constitu-
tion is capable of rectifying ; but it cannot ad-
‘mit of any deviation from those sound princi-

ples, which have hitherto preserved it in consi-

-derable - ‘Health, through a long course -of
years;. it may indeed want. either the Simpli-
“city of its early days, or the vigour of Matu-

rity, but it has acquired the Experience and ‘_

STR ¥, BURDETT; BT. -3

Prudence of Age, and wﬂl undoubtedly, m
due. time, adopt, from its own native Enmgv, '

such remedies as shall preserve it. ﬂ om Imbe
mhty or Weakness. -~

~ Confiding in the wisdom and purlty of the |
present Judges, -1 -shall be'much disappoint-

ed, if I do notfind them imitating the .con-

duct of -the learned .Fortescue, and - others,

who. have : set: them ‘wise and - consututwm,l
examples, and informing you after - ‘they

are possessed of the Case, "that it 1s. pulelyv,
a  Question of Puvﬂege, and that the

Rights of the. Individual are absorbed by
those. of the Member of the House of- Com-
mons: - As we have dheady seen, that to the
ng 15 delegated . the: ‘power - of electmg
Courts.. for: the -administrationi” of ‘the laws

to. the commumty at large, 50 ‘we ‘shall also

find, that such- has been the prov1dent Wis-
dom' of our Kmos, that no mdwldual can

~ sustain an injury, - but ‘one: or other of
these Courts are - open ‘to him - for I‘edleSS,
and the agglessor 1s bound - to appear and -
‘answer- the . charge; or if he neglects : to

dé,tha_,t, the Chai‘ge, is ‘taken Tagai_nst_;: ‘him,




32 A LETTER TO

PLO covrnsso, and a remedial Judwnxent‘

s glven, with - the plope1 means of exes
cutmowt PR amE s
But the Junsdlctlon of these several courts

are to a. certaln extent pecuhal ; it may ‘be

admitted -or- demed ‘by the defendant ; if
the prosecutor ‘coimmerces “his- ploceedmgs n
a ‘Court, to'which'the ‘defendant is not amen-
able, 1t is‘competent for him to plead to the
3u11sdlct10n, but. if - he" ‘means  to -deny the
]urlschcuon, he 'is *bound to do it presentlv,
it” must be by dppeaung,fand on- his* ﬁrst
appearance +-if he enters'on: his Defence, or
acknowledges h1s default by not - appearm
~the court has power to, and will: undoubtedly,
proceed ‘He cannot first admit, and aftel-
wards deny its ]ullSdlC’LlOﬂ.'
,consented to abide by its JU.I‘IS(llCLlOn, even if
it 1 w1thout appeal he cannot- complaln,

thouwh he ‘may aftelwards think himself - ag-

,grleved * He knew to Wlldt he Was about
1o - submlt, and must necessamly be bound
by his own chmce. PR E '

"There does not “exist in. tlns countly any |

})ower, that can legally exercise a Judwlel au-

Havmg once :

4

. . )
! . U N . .

~

SIR ¥

thorlty, to \\hlch the mdnudual Judoecl has:

‘ ] not, by the COI]btiluUOD, glven his dssenb,lto :
And: thlsl“wl R

bé. bound by its Judgments:
take to ‘be the ‘true Cutenon, by which to
examine whethe‘r any Court has a’ competent
}UIISdICtIOH OVCI the Pdrty, Whose case 1t 18 -

If the' party 5 consent to be bound by lts

deternuna,tlon, oa,nnot ‘be- found either bv :
6bvious 1mpllcat10n, or direct assent it fol-.

lows, ‘that there is not" a competent Jul‘lSdlC-—
tion’ the' ploeeedlngs are a1b1t1a1y, and the
declszons are: necessauly oppressive: ‘but if-
‘that assen,t can“and S to make it legal, it
nust; be found; then has the 1nd1v1dual no
reagon to complam i el

A eonsent to ‘be Jud@ed i all cases, by
COUltS of competent yullsdlctlon, 1s” 1mphed

hy every l\lembel of Somety, when he as- N

‘sociates’ hlmself in’ c1v1hzed hfe_, and - the
individuals of these ngdoms have cons‘ented!

- to. be bound by the Judgment of the various

Coults, which have been from time to ume
erected l)y the' ng, but’ mdependently of
theee, specml courts aud pccuhar tnbunals

'

BURDIJI‘[‘, BT. 4%
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are. ever Y. da,y exeCLed for spe(,lal and pfu‘tiu
cu‘lal pmposes, sometleb are: dally fomnngg

and ﬁamlng laws for then own Gover nment' ‘

l1nd1v1duals are  daily. submitting to ‘the’ de~
“crees of Judges named by themselves. ' It is

on this'gtound that the Law of the Land com~
+ pels-a party to perform an Award, which is
nothirlg- more’ thatr the’ determination” of a -

J udge, by whose Judgment he consented - to_

“be bound ; and: his assent to-be bound by"k
‘the determmatlon of a _]udge ofhis own con-

~ stituting; 18 duectly implied in the Constitu-
-tion. Tt was the' want of* this A%sent elther 1m—

l ‘plied or’ directly - gwen, ‘that ‘made the plo—- o

~ceedings of the Tubunal%, which condemned

Charles the First to the' Sca{rold and Touis the: S
: bnteenth to- the Guﬂoune, 1Heoa,l arbitr ary, -

“and anar chlchal Had elther Chal les or Liouis’

) "admltted"the POW(n of Lh° Court bef01e whom
 th ey ‘were sevex ally arr amned ne1ther the
~ assenting’ Mondlch nor'his Adherents- couldr:

“in Ji ustice;’ have repl obwted his condemnation.

1f; therefore, the asseit of the Offender to the - |
cOmpetency ‘of “the” Jurlsdlctlon, either ex-

- pless or 1mphed | 1s necessaly to: Lhe Te«

7

SRS
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gality of the Couxt s ]udwments, 1t foﬂows as

/
a matter of course, that -where. suoh assent is

:'dnectly or nnchedly glven, ‘he s bound to,
- abide by the determination; and, from the ne-.
B cessity of the thing, it also follows, that a com=
- petent- power;:to. Judge cannot exist, w1thoutv' '
“a power of giving efficacy- to its: Judglllents

- That, assent,: we have- seen;- ‘has‘been’ glven

- .by every, member- of the House of Commons,» |
'(to be bouod by the. detcrmma,tlons of . that i

7 :v House malle cases respectmglts owrr prlvﬂeges, ~

= but whele 18 the assent. of a strangel to be‘.,
"iound? and’ where do. we' find:; “any ‘assent

given, b) any. other Memoerxof the Commu» -

mtyg to: be’ bound by the: deternnnatlons of"

the House of Commons, elthpr . its. dehbe«

-, rative, leglslatlve, or: JlelCl’ll Capacuy, i
= ‘the case. of hbel agamst the house,” or any- of’
. its Members? outaf the: Ind1v1dual Voluntarﬂys o
| attehds at: thelr Bar, he, by that-act,. submltsf ‘
himself, to -their; jidgment, - and,is conses -
quenitly bound- by it;;:if he does nof volun-
- tanly appear at their Bar, the1e are only two
* groundsy upon ‘which. they can compel hxs at-
‘ t;endance, otlrnan G : '

- e
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Thls compulsory powel must be fi)und

,€1ther in some Act of the. Leglblature, or mifgjl “
that Power. 1mphedly given. by the Commua ‘

~ nity- at large, to -the - house, ‘to secure  the
due. dlscha,rge of - 1ts FHHCUOHS.-‘ S AT

};n ‘the. case “of . an I11d1v1dual ~who' hias:

' wutten somethmg, Wlnch :1s supposed to be:. =
A LIBEL, but who is: not.a Member. of the.
" House, and who does not: Voluntarﬂy submit:

hlmself to its Jurisdiction;: have the’ House of'
Commons a:right to issue a- Warrant: by the

hands of theu Speakel, to seize the pelson:__
-of - ths 1nd1v1dual -and- buno iy - to ‘their

bar?:- and aftert he i is brought there, and by:

‘the examination’ of- witnesses, proved ‘to: ber
rthe Authon of the Publication in’ question,
have’ the Houseapower by another Warranty
to send him thence. to NeWgate P Jor-can they,“ |

af'ter summonlng and ¢ gwmg ‘notice to: the' 1 1N~

~ dividual, proceed to. examine ev1dence at: then*, o
‘bar; -in his absence, for'the | purpose ofiascers
: talmngwhethenhe is the Author of the Pubhca—;,?‘
“tion? and if found to. be S0, can ﬁhey pro onounce
:‘the sald pubhca,tlon to be a,rleel and forth- T
, Wlth by theu VVarrant r'ommlt 1ts Author & .

 8IR F. h«URDETT; BT, ST

,(H they have the Powex to commlt it wouk% '

be idle sophlstly to . ar gue, that -they :had:

' not, the power: . to ‘use any adequate force to
'gwe Effect to- then \Varrant) Ttis clear, 1t - o
 was never “ntended: that they should"pogsess

any such’ powe1 1 am not aware the Com-~

mons ever attempted ‘to exefcme such pow-:
ers ; but “this' 1 will - not “hesitate tor affnm,

that if they ever did exercise such powers, they
w ere ar bltrary, 1llegal and ‘a‘ violation of the
¥ ights of the Party, agalnstwhom they Wereex-

elolsed, ‘as'reserved to-him-at the: Formatwn'_ :

of ‘the Constitution, and: guaxanteed to him,

by MAGNA CHARTA and. the Brnu: of.".v

' RIGHTS, svhich:-arer: mv fact- nothmo more’
than’ wutten Records of” Rwhts, Whlch had-

| \exlsted ‘andiiwere clearly undelstood from
time' 1mmemoual although i the unsettled _

~and convulsed’ porxods ofiour hlstmy, ‘they

had:been: ﬁequently trampled on, and- ‘hady

'by Powers been disputed; ‘as’ a: colour for

ﬂlegal and: arbitrary pzoceedmos

“Any mterruptlon to' their: leo"ll fmd con-'
| -Stltuthndl proceedmos, it1s necessaly and.-'w
- it that the House of Commons should un-v.

1
s

W
s
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questxonably, be able, on’ the mstant to res

‘move, whether itis an- Interruptlon to thexr .
+ free’ ‘Debate, their unblasscd Determination;
thH‘ Enqulry 1nto the Gmevances of the State, . ‘_

. thetr: consequent M(,asures for rcthess, or :
“any other legal op- -constitutional:proceedings.

~ But, it not. being mecessary to . the due dis -

- char ge -of then Du’ucs, 1t was never nnended» ‘
that they shoild: have;a Power of ]udgmﬁ N

OV er any Il’ldl"lilll’ll of: the Commumty, whose
Offénce. does mot: mtenupt or. defeat _any of
thelrlegﬂ or LOHS{ltUthﬂal Duties. To Oﬁ‘(,nc

‘ \whu;hdo mtenupt thelr pxoccedmgs, cpmnut—{'v

""vatié’n, their judicial autherity’ is- confined,
~ therefore; the Power of the, House, over . the
- Of{ender, ‘exists no: longel han, whlle 1.hey~
are. 1n the actual: dlschal ge. of thewr duty.... If
a greater Power is givenin: one ihstance,conse~
quentlyitis given in all; if thcy have thepower,

totrya- Cownxo NER for a Libel; they have the \,
same power Qver the ﬁrst PELR of the. Realm, |
but if ‘they have this:power, . nless the party
'accused choose to. submit hlmsolf to. thelr: '
Judgm,ent,' 1t 18- ee ltamly deprxvmcr hlm of‘,

atwere,: unéer thelr 1mmednte obse1~
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| "Jhe 110M of belng tued by hls Peels, af

he volunLanl} Submlts hlmse]f to their )udgo .

ment and" 'Lttends at then bar of hlS own free »

) _‘ ‘wﬂl he 1s. undoubtedly bound to submlt t0
 their deCISIOH. ‘Hence GALE JONTES, havmg
s0 . appe’ued cand submltted hlmself
- bound by ‘his own consent,’ and is nohtfully

and consututlonaH} Comlmtted to Newgatc.

. No rlght ‘which'I possbs , 18 violated in his
: pe1 SOf1 but if the House oi Commons should |
Consukn thig lottm o be a Libel,’ and cite .
‘e to apnem st their Bar, they have no
~ legal power to bmw me thither ag amst my Wlll
' and the réason is obwous, I have a noht. if 1

p edst, to h'we it tried by my Peers, whethel I :
havewr uten thls Lettu w witha purespir itof con= -

. o”tlLllt}Ond] mquny or with a mahclcus and :
N hbedovs intention, of bunmng the P0wc1 of

the House of Commons: into- doubt and thelr)

Votes and: Resolutlons mto Cxl&lepute, so that L
thereby the pubhc may, ‘though them, \bei "

J »

‘ 'mJumd SER O :

As it also may ‘be doubted who ClVIS s,
rio person should:be- convicted and dep;uved:
of his llbelty, ‘withott his own consent, e\cept"

R \
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, upon ev1dence glven on- Octth, a- mode of pros.
C cedure vvhlch the' constitution’ has Wlthheldf-,_
. from ‘the House. It 18 therefore evident the
- warrant of their. Speakel Would not be a suffiz v
“clent, authol rity for their Ofﬁcer to remove: me o

_ﬁom my house, and lodge me in a prison. . .
In the VIBW, which T lmve taken of the -

subJect unde1 conmderaﬁon, ’I am supported,

by the opinions of very . carly dates, . for

'~ whlch | will refer you to the Joumals of the

House, W11e1e, in vol. 1, P- 6()3 ‘the. then
Attorney—Genelal Noye 18 1ep01ted to have
szud——s: : B LT

K3 N 0 doubt but m some caqes, thls house

may glve Judgm(—)l’lt, 1n matters of 1etume

and CONCERNING M’EMBERS of our House,
falhng out in our-wew in parhament

but f01 forelo“n mattels,/ knoweth not- how |

We' can Judve it.”

And in P 604 Su Edward Coke lS req_

presented to have said : = I B
“ No question but. thls Is 4 house of res

cord and. that it hath power of Judlcatme -

n some. cases—have power to. Judge of e~
turns and members of our house, one, NG

o

SIR -»i?: 'BiU»RDET'r; BT. - 4L

. meprer, offending ovT-of pﬂrhument “when
HE came. HITHER 'md Justlﬁed it,: was
o CENs;mEIB T URIII DI S

Revered, however, ds the opxmons of sucln

men are, and ouosht Ao be,: ﬁom lmwng

stoogh: the test fand - examma,tronf of ages, I

would by no -Heans. ‘maintaif that they are.
not even now open to examma‘clon and - dis-
eussmn. g

found. to" ‘be; ‘consonant; to Reason’ and’ Truth

-1 feek: ,myseif justified ini: these COHCIH&IODS,?&
Taat, over- its’ @wn»Members, the House:

has,. and. neeessmlly must” have, Power and
Contxoul both m- -and:; out 'of. Doors, as’ far asvi

‘concerns the Hou&e and jts Pxoeeedmns and" ,
-~ that, for. these - purpases, it is. necessarﬂy 1n—f~ L

vested witha Power of Commitment. -

T HAT, as. /10" all. matters. concemmg the:, )

G

£ the . opinion ‘which they pro-
mulg@,te canpot’ be supported: by the sound”
pringiples:-of :Reasen - and the Constltutlon, :
1. shoukl, le myself consulér them as: an -
indisputable venﬁca‘eron of the Adaoe——-"
¢ Huwmanum est errare.”

o the premxses I hwe laid: down, and the
mode of - reasoning pulsued theleﬁom, be:
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VHouse and its Proceedings; it has & ‘like
Power over all the ‘other Individuals’of the
State, when such individuals voluntanly sub- ’
‘mlt themselves ‘to its Jurisdiction. . o

- THAT, ‘over - ~Individuals: Whé - dré - mot’
Members ‘of the House, and . who" deny ite -
- Jumsdlc’uon, 1t ‘has not radlcal};y a summary
PO‘WB], except in- case of Interruptmn to ity
Pxoceedmgs “And- this“may- happen by-an
, 1mproper ‘Retuin:of.a Member, the:Arrest
~or Assaultof a- Membel, a. Witness: 1efusmgg
to attend ‘and submlt o Exammatmn ona-

legal - constitational Enquiry; Misconduct:

undm such Examination; eithér at the Bar, orf’
in“the Nelghbourhood of the House;: in ‘such,
~and in'similar eases, the Constitution *has i’

vested the House with the “Power’ of Comzmtoi

ent,; and 1t ‘is* the bounden Duty of “the 7
. offendmg Ind1v1dual to -submits Buty in

cases ‘where the Proceedmo*s -of the Housei
‘have not been’ 1nterrupted either DE FACTO'

VEL ’NECESSARIA IMPLICATIONE," acqm--‘*
escence “to- its' Jurisdiction must be the vo<
luntary Act of the Party ; 0therw1se a Subs’

mission. to 1ts Judgment would be a. Surx:en-

der ‘of the - - party’s Birth-Right' imd an
L)Abandonment of -that, for which our Fore--
fathers have bled, and for which we should
ever be ready to sacnﬁce our déarest mterests. ‘

" In the midst of the: genelal Jarrmo of

,\ opposite:.: opinions ‘on”: this - ‘subject,: it ’WiR-

afford ‘me no small satisfaction, to ﬁnd, if
any thing advanced in this Letter shall tend

to allay - ‘the present fermentation ar 1smg,___ "
from* pohtxcal dlsputes._ VVhatever receptlon; 7
1t may ‘mect w1th I can aSSure you, Sn’, xt;
contains’ not one" sentxment ‘nor argument,'f‘ '
which has been dictatéd either by Pre3ud1ce orf_’ ;
Party-attachment 1 have no motive forap- "

pearlng before my fellow cmzens, but that

of | promotlng ‘theit: happlneqs, by’ ‘placmg |
urider- their- eye, What I .conceive to ‘be, 'the
outlines of the Power. and Pr1v1leges of the’:‘:
.Hoqse of Commons :

I amy. Sn', LTI
' W1th much respect, o
Your very obedient servan!:,

CIVIS.

London, L
,sth May, 1310,

“Printed by G. He,zard, Beech-stxw, Loadoos
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- YALUA:LLL‘ COLLECTI@Nr of .
- the ya 10us Branches Of thelatule, plam
‘and. superbly bound, - togethe; Wlth rexer y‘

EOOKSLLLER AND PUBLISHER,,T

as coaNmLL, AND 51, PATERI\QSTER—BOW, SR

Whe;é: ,Lrg Qonstantly kept ou -Salgf,l,;&;' |
Booxs,.. in;

New Publwatxon.

st w T whend
,! EE ) o ' o r"J.L.I.

~H:f- PERIODICAL PUB«LICATIONS re~ ,

. 'gularly sent to. anyr Bﬁrt of the Town.
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