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R T b - SUBSTANCE

o o | SPEECH OF J.C.CURWEN, ESQ.

i ‘ | - o o - ’ -MR. SPEAKER,

THE question of which I have given notice, and
am now called on to submit to the consideration
of the House. is as important as any recently
brought under -their consideration. It is not
without the deepest regret I feel ‘myself com-
pelled to advert to the . existence of practices
derogatory to the honor and reputition of this
branch of the Legislature. I shall not disguise
‘my full conviction that heavy responsibility at-
taches to the agitating unnecessarily, at such a
crisis, measures by which the feelings of the
. people may be still more irritated: when I
_ - consider the dangers and difficulties to which the
. country is exposed, I am ready likewise to-admit
B
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that the present moment, if the choice wasopen to

_us, would be the least proper for such an investi-

gation.—In common with other Gentlemen, I
feel it to be the bounden duty of us all, whatever
may be our political sentiments, to promote union
and give efficacy to every measure- calcylated fqr
the general safety and defence of the country
With this declaration of my sentiments, I feel
that T am bound to make out such a case as shall
show that greater danger may arise from neglect-
ing to discuss the questions pr oposed to be laid
before the House, than can arise fr om their
discussion. Is it policy, or wisdom, nay is it

possible for us, to be inattentive or passive

spectators of what is passing amongst our fellow

subjects? Can that be termed magnanimity which
disregards the voice of the people 1esoundmo~ B

from every quarter of the empire > Are not the
imterests of “the ‘nation deeply involved in - the
estimation and respectin which this House stands
with ‘the people? Co:uld:-the‘lfe be a greater
misfortune to the” country. than the loss of con-
fidence in the Commons? To us, then, are

'Lttnbuted the corruption, the prodlgahty, an’d'.
waste ot public ‘money: we are charged in

partmpatmw init: the defects in our representa=
tion are pointed at as the source of all these evils;

and we are called on to reform these abuses.

3

If these charges be false and unfounded, ought

we not to refute them ? f true; ‘ought they not
to be corrected > Let us act betimes, whilst we
have yet the power of fixing the time and the
degree to which 1egulauon ought to extend.  If
abuses have crept in amongst us; and in truth,

they are too mnotorious and self—ewdent to be

denied; letus proceed gravely ‘and dlspassx‘onately '

to examine their origin and nature, and to apply

,eﬁ"ectual 1emedles.——-‘Whatevex we now do, vnll

be received by the country as a boon; and may

\restme unammlty —Wide as the ﬁeld is, - 1

promise the House not to occupy more of then

- time thanis necessary to the faithfully discharg gjmg'

of an important duty.
My first ob_]ect shall be to endeavour to p1 ove

the propriety of bringing forward the measure at
a justification for myself]

this moment,
as well as a ground to call on the Ilouse for
their sanction. If blame does attach, it is im-
putable solely to myself:. Besides my worthy
friend, one of the members for Norfolk, (Mr.
Coke,) whose absence I regret, my intention of
submitting this question to the House was not
communicated to an individual "ull I gave notice
of it. ‘ ,

It will not be denied that it is at all times the

duty of the Execative (”ovemme,ntv to pay parti-
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cular attention to the temper and feelings of the

.people; and to note well any material alterations

which may take place. To this important duty
I am strongly inclined to believe that the Right
Hon. Gentleman opposite, has not been sufficiently
attentive. Prior to certain recent discussions,
there was manifested throughout the country, an
unusual apathy and torpid indifference to public
men and public measures.—Whilst such a devia-

tion from British character existed, the people

could not be considered in a healthy state. A

“calm so unnatural in the  political world, ought

to have excited alarm, as foreboding an ‘ap-
proaching storm : the causes of it are however

not difficult to develope. A general disgust and -

disbelief of the existence of virtue in all public
men had taken root. Corruption had destroyed
all public confidence. But at length, the dis-
cussions which have recently taken place in this

House, have awakened fresh hopes in the people, '

and tended to revive their confidence. They
perceive that there still existin this House, talents
and numbers to contend agamst abuses.

The Chancellor of the Exchequer is not, I
trust, among those who ascribe the general feeling
which pervades the country to a jacobinical plot

to vilify and degrade the House of Brunswick.—

If he does, he libels the people of England.—

5

Much is it to be regretted that the decision pro-
nounced by this House on the important subject
alluded to, was so little in unison with that pro-
nounced by ninety- ~nine out of a hundred of the
pecple. The general opinion is, doubtless, that it
was by the public voice the Commander in Chief
was driven to resignation: but their exultation

~ does not proceed from any idea of triumph over .
~ this House. No, Sir. This burst of feeling pro-
ceeds from a sentiment more worthy of the

people.—Despondency has now given way to

.more pleasing emotions: hope is again cherished

(and may that hope meet with no dlsappomtment)
that & speedy reform of abuses 1s approaching.—
On this House then, it. depends to convert this
feeling to the wisest and best purposes. Can it be
pretended that these feelings, publicly expressed,
are the effect of delusion, of artifice, or intrigue?-
It is well worth our attention to examine how the
meetings have been composed ; as well as the
language in wh1ch their resolutions have been
worded. It will be found that they have con31sted

. of the respectable part of the community; of men

attached to the constitution, firm supporters of
the throne; not hostile to the administration of
the Right IIon Gentleman, or fuendly to those

“opposed to him.—In their expressions will be
found nothing to justify alarm, except in the
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minds of those who profit by abuses. Imarlably
they point at these abuses, and at the defects in
“this House, -as their source.—By timely Reform
you will turn’ the tide of -popular feeling, and
' convert it into increased affection and attachment
to the constitution. It is true dignity to resist,

~when right and justice are on our side: but it is

obstinacy and madness to identify our existence
with abuses which we can neither deny mor
defend. | 7 |

The measures Mr. Speaker which I have to
submit to the House are calculated to renovate,
‘not to alter any thing in the existing establishment.
I do not propose to disledge one stone in the

building; but to examine whether through the.
lapse of time its foundation may not have need of

reparation ; and to submit to your consideration,

a mode of 4effecting that reparation, which if much

longer neglected will brmg into danger the whole
fabric.

Before I explain my proposition, T Would beg
the indulgence of the House for a moment, whilst
taking a rapid view of the circumstances under
which former Reforms have been attempted.

7

rational hope of success in the contest, vanished.
An Opposition the most respectable in character,’
talents, and weight of property, failing in every
attempt to convince this House, appealed to the
people: they succeeded in raising a general cry
for Peace and Reform. By driving the Minister
from the helm, they obtained the former.—Reform

“they would have obtained, had Mr. Pitt main-
tained his consistency.—This House received his -

proposition with considerable favor.—In the

~ progress of .time however, the political horizon
brightened ; our difficulties were removed; and

the Minister finding the facility with which he

‘could govern on the old system, fled from his

promises, and abandoned his former supporters.’
Unfortunate was it for his country, that he thus
sacrificed his reputation; and preferred- place
with corruption, to ieasures to which he was
pledged, and which would have secured us from
the present, and from future dangers!

I pass over minor attempts which excited little

" sensation: the next serious effort was made by
¢ the Friends of the People.” They sought to

inspire the cauntry with their own sentiments =

Nearly about the conclusion of the American !
war, Mr. Pitt made his first plOpOSlthﬂ —The neither called for nor wished. The €vents i
agr ficulture of the country was then dgpressed ; our
commerce stagnant; taxes augmented; and all

but the moment was unpropitious: Reform was:

P et
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France had astounded, and created general alarm
amongst ali ranks of people. Mr. Pitt finding
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~ that he could not avoid discussing the questiorn,

or defend his apostacy, seized the moment to
excite alarm, and adopted measures to ‘avert
supposed dangers, which a short time previous to
this association, he had treated with contempt.—
Great was the error of those Gentlemen, and not
less that of the Opposition of the day, in not
paying sufficient deference to the feelings of the
people.—Speaking for myself 4t least, on a review
of that period, I lament the w armth into which T
was occasionally betrayed.—The mdlsmetlon of
our zeal afforded opportunities to demgnmcr men
to misrepresent our 1intentions,—Here, Sir, may
be found a strong example of the defect of poli-
tical wisdom ; in not attendmg to the temper and
feelings of the people '

Contrasting former perlods with the present I

‘think, Sir, I am borne out by the fact, in stating,
that now for the first time, the ‘people call out.

for reform, without instigation, and pu1ely on

their own persuasion of its- hecess1ty —Such a

call ought not to be represented as delusion ;

cannot be expected to subside; or be safely "
disregarded.

Now, Sir, allow me to 1ema1k on the dlﬁ'elence

"that lapse of time has occasioned between our.

present state, and that in which we were at either
of the periods to which I have befoxe par tlculally

=
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alluded. The po;ver and influence of the crown

have received considerable increase : - our army,
navy, system of taxation, and expenditure, are

‘at preseat. on _such a scale, and under such

management;  as mateually to augment that
influenee :—and next, obserye the effects which
Mz. Pitt’s profuse creation of Peers has pr roduced.
Without much enriching that noble body, it has
tended to impoverish us. This weight of landed

‘property and influence has ‘been substracted

from this House and added to another, which
may fairly be supposed to direct its views more
towards the crown than the people. The argu-
ments then for restoring the purity of this House,
for addipg to its respectability whilst we restore.
its integrity, are infinitely stronger at the present
than at any former perlod \
Distant, however, as it is from my w1sh or.
intention, Sir, to say a word unnecessarlly, that
may be cqnstrued into disrespect to this House,
I shall touch as slightly as may be, on the abuses.
proposed to be remedied. To our own Journals
1 may indeed refer, by which it appears, a bold
petitioner has teld us, “that the seats are

 hought and sold in this House like the stalls in

Smithfield;” and I may remark, that to. this
insult the House thought fit to submit in silence. .
For my purpose it is quite sufficient to recall 1o

l : ) C
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memory the statement made by an Hon, Member,

~of the infamous traffic which on the dissolution.

‘of every Parliament takes place at the Treasury,

and the memorable reply made to that statement.

by the Chancellor of the Exchequer: What was
that reply ? Denial? No, no;—Recrimination.
As if the example of others, or as if any pretext.
-could justify a crime so atrocious and flagrant. -
“In some former Parliament, a mercantile house

" in the city, forsooth, also speculated in this

commodity. - They bought four seats: whether
to vend again, in retail; or to dispose of to
some special customer, I am not informed.

- In the quarter of England inwhich I reside, .

an occurrence, alsoin a former Parliament, may
be stated.—A ljady whose influence in . a certain

borough was supposed to be consaderable, was.

surprized by a visit from a person, naming him-
self Reding, or some such name.—He proceeded
at once to business, and offered her -10,000
‘guineas for the two seats. 'The respectable. lady

"dianjissed him with incligtlation. ‘Butthe borough-

monger, judging of others by himself, conceived
thatthe rejection ofhis offer could not proceed from
any other motive, than its madequacy He returns

to the charge : bids 12,000 guineas ! This drew
from the lady a reply wlich doés honor to her

memory ;——** Never have 1 dlsmaced myself w1th

11

such practices :—it is now oo late in life f01 me
to begin them.”— - : s

But, Sir, if I needed any proof of the existence
of these abuses besides their notoriety, I might
refer to the conduct of-the Chancellor of the
Exchequer, witnessed by the whole House. In a
Bill he has introduced to stop the sale of places,
&c. he congented to accept a clause ‘inflicting
penalties on the traffic.in seats in this House.
Here, Sir, is an avowal of the existence of the
abuse. It is no answer .o say that he: finds
difficulty in framing a clause to correct it. May
not another man attempt it? If the Right Hon,
Gentleman mamtam that no such abuses exist,
than let us adopt the suggestlon of an Hon,
Gentleman behind me, and examine into the fact
in a committee. '

The anxious care with which the Leglslature
has guarded the purlty of velectlon is evinced by a
mere reference to the Statute-book. From the 13th

Llizabeth to the 10th of the King, various laws have

been passed for. this very purpose:  my d651gn is
merely to further their operation, and extend their
principle. The sale or purchase of seats has not

“indeed been directly forbidden, or even pro-

nounced illegal ; but I am persuaded, Sir, that
this  is because "the question has never yet

- happened to be directly brought, either under
parliamentary, or 3ud1c1al cognizance.
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Noththstandmg the plecedents which seem to
‘apply so stlonoly to my plans; still, 8ir, 1 might
have hésitated in proposing them, had not I found

myself fortified by an authority to which every

Englishman looks with veneration. During the

" present reign, the selection of persons clad in the

ermine of justice, has certainly done honor to His

 Majesty’s government.~=Both it point of talents
“and ummpeac'hed mtegl ity, ‘our judges have beén

most eminerit: -and in no country, and at 1o
tinie, Has the’fad;mmstratlon of justice been ‘fhare
unblemishéd.  From this body I draw my ‘authos
rity : I'have, Sir, the 'dti'rect‘san'ctfdn- of Sir W,
Blackstone himself,* for theé exténsion to - the
elected of the oath against 'brxbery. Under such

authority as his, T feel confidence in adopting this
as a leading feature in the proposed Theasures of

reformation.
Another measure, 'Sii',' I_ shall beg ;l'e:a;_\fe : to

‘propose, will be to impose "penaltiés on the sale,
or contractmrr to sell 4 seat in this House: and

next, to extend the bubery laws to ‘agents or
other persons attémpting to corrupt electors

o= It m)ght nat be amiss if the members elected were bound

to take the latter oath (viz. aguinst Brzbery and Corrupt:on, J

" as well as the founel ; de tht, Oath ‘of Abjuration.

- 1st. Bl. Com, p. 180. .

. L -
e e it

13

during the whole. period. of parliament; to pre-
clude their receiving a corrupt consideration for
their votes, at any perlod as well subsequent as
preceding the election. : '

~To revert, Sir, to the ﬁast in oxder of the

tneasures about to be submitted to the House, if

the Legislature has seen the necessity of guarding

‘the purity of election by an oath administered
.to'.the elector,
""every argument appl v to the vepxesentamve To

~how much more strohg‘ly will

him, .are entrusted the lives and properties of the
people: on his faithful execution of that trust

“depends the preservation of all that man holds

dear. .~ The moral sanction of ‘an oath by him,
béingfbetter» understood, would be better obg{el‘ve’d,
and in fact, considering the class of men from
which this House is usually composed, I'do not

‘harbour the least suspicion, but that this meaSUre

will attain completely its object. .
When the question, Mr, Speaker, is brought
directly before the House, whether or mat ‘they
will - fequire from' their own members; an oath
similar to that already imposed on their “constiv-
tuents, if that question be decided inthe negative,
in common fair dealing let them -also :exempt the
great body of electors.—Sucha proposal would,

. I fancy, find few supporters.

But, Sir, the House thas alr eady agreed to the
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expedience of requiring from its members certain

oaths; - The principle is neither new, nor can be
construed to imply any disrespect towards any of.
our number.  To the immortal honor of the wise
and virtuous statesman to whom this House and
this- country owes.-the bbligation and by whose.
respectable name the Act will ‘ever be distin-
guished ¥, the tribunals for the adjudication - of
contested elections, acting under the solemnity
of an.oath, have been found to execute their
important trust with unsullied integrity.. From
tradition émd from history we know what the evils

were, which. required- this very remedy.—It has.

been tried: it ha.s been found: effectual. - No

voice is heard ; no sentiment is felt,. but that of .

applauqe to the measure 1tself and Gratztude to

;1tsauthorq‘%,_‘_.,.r R el -
'On the(subject, -Sir, of 'the proposed .'restr.aint

" on the-sale of seats, I shall content myself with

remarkm ‘that if, the. Legislature in its wisdom

has. thought fit to forbid the corrupt dlsposal of a

smgle vote, . fortzom, should they restrain the

transfer ~of the seat 1tself on . con51derat10nsf

aqually 1mmoral The crime is of deeper dye s’
it'brings on ‘us 1gnommy at home and abroad.—:
Ttis mdeed high tlme that a practice so flagitious

* Mr. Gl’exiville,' e
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should be marked with our repxoba,tlon, and
- subjected to punishment. '

The sale of the elective fmnchlse by the voters
themselves, ‘has, I fear, Sir, become too frequent.

As it affects the state, and as it is accompanied

among the lower orders with an increasing relaxa-
tion of morals, it demands imperiously a remedy

speedy and effectual. 'These scandalous bargains .-
~are, it seems, often not completed ’till after the

period is elapsed for petitioning.—The" Briﬁery
Act, in these cases, becomes a dead letter, -

- One objection to my plan, Mr. Speaker, which
I have heard taken, is, that it ‘would tend:to

exclude talent; that those who possess. no. other :
recommendauon or means of courting- pubhc
favor, would find increased  difficulties. in -pro-

curing seats.—In my own opinion, a great re-

.commendation of this measure 1s, that the effect
‘Would be found precisely opposn:e —As thmm
stand, place in one scale, - Mr. Goodlucks ﬁvef,

thousand guineas; in the other, modest merit;
and which may be expected to- prepondex ate?

That some men have found their way hxthex
solely from the reputation of thelr abilities, we

~may instance Mr. Pitt hlmself -—-To the credit of

a man whose political ,oppone‘nt‘ I was through

~ life, T mean the late Lord Lonsdale, he more than
once returned Mr. Pitt to this House, gratuitously. -

A S e SR R .




16

Let this measyre pass; and there s no grourd
for apprehension, but that Patrons of Seats would

" feel their honor as much concerned. in - the due

exercise of that patronage, as they riow do. with
regard to ecclesiastical preferments. —How seldom
do we hear of the posséssors of-the lattei. species
- of patronage being sw ayed by. sordid motives? .

Other objections which I have. heard  taken,
seem - all to resolve:: t%xemselves into this, that
every means of . corruption would be cuf up: by
the roots, and every subterfuge defeated.~+I am
told that a Reform in the Representation ‘should
precede such a measure; that when this is ef-
fected, vwerm_ay place.our guards for its préservas
~ tion.-~Sir, I.question the sincerity of this advice.
- It recommends the undertaking any -thing but
that which is likely to succeed.—By- many, I well

know I shall-be deemed-to attain little, if mjg'

object succeeds: by others, I shall be deemed
' guilty of presumption in attempting too .much.—

My own séntiments I never: disguise:~-the mea-

gures I have this night submitted to,the House;
do indeed fall short of what I might wish, or ‘even
think necessary ; but I have undertaken.no more

than what I.trust may be found practlcable, and if

carried into effect, productive of real, permanent
benefit to my eountry.—For popular:applause 1
- eare-not, and look not; but .earnestly wish,. by

17

' the "conscientious,dis,charcej of my duty, to degervg
1 shall now proceed Sir, . to bhew What w ould ‘

be the practical benefits 1esult1ng from the cor=
rection of existing “abuses.—The; first, and the

most. 1mportant would be the re- estabhshment of -
- this House in the good opinion- of the people ; an .

advantage that cannot be too highly estlmated

T should be unworthy of a seat in Parliament if: I

were disposed o give way to: popular . clamour
and delusion. --—But the just and legitimate com-

* plaints of the’ people I would redress; their
reasonable petitions, I would comply with: . The'
arguments urged against Reform in. genera] do
" not apply.to measures. of wise reculatlon and
- least of all, where the: mrcumstances are found
- essentially: dlfferent '

~In adverting to the next toplc, Mr Speaker, I

would in the first place, -wish to guard: against
_mlsapprehensmn In.the paths of commerce 1
am well persuaded there are" to be found men of

as high honor, as independent nnnds, of as much
ceneral information, and in every point of view

‘ag respectable, as in any other. . “But: there are
attached ; to ‘every class in society. a- peculiar

charactel , and distinguishing habits.. In. former.

days, the mercantile character-was marked by -
fr uoahty and industr y- Amidst all our chan@eq '

B
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" has there not taken place: some change in these
characteristics? Trade is commuted for specula-

“tion : ‘a lucky hit produces the objects' of a whole -

life.—If unsuccessful, hundreds are - reduced to
~ poverty, and the pruwlpal consxgned toa pnson,
end oblivion. =~ : S

" How few are there among us who can dGCIde o
1mpartmlly and correctly when our own' imme- -

diate’ mterests afe at stake P’ War- produces loans;
contracts and not unfrequently an- extensnou of

comiérce to: those engaged in certam branches

ofit. " Ts it uncandld to suppose ‘tHat/ those ‘who
contemplate war: under this aspect will' not be

as averse to it' as the ‘landed - proprietor who ,,

knows and fee]s its mlserles He who spends a

considerable portlon of 'his time in' the: country,,
‘necessarily witnesses the hardships-that.war pro-

duces; to the 16w er classes. ‘The power of interest
over y1dgment and every patriotic feehng, was
trongly eeemphﬁed by an ‘occurrence which; I

wish to God, ¢ould be erased from the memory

“of man, -and the page of hlStOI‘y —On the Royal

Exchange, when the Lord ‘VIa§ or’ communieated:
" in 1806, the mlscamxage of our negocmtlons for:

peace,’ his auditors ex pressed their ~indecent;:
unfeelmg exultation, by three: chee1s r o

By the alteratlons T pr opose, a 1arger pr o—:"

pomon of the lauded mtex est W ould appear amon gst

R
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- Thg" mercautlle portlon of the commumty

Would continie. indeed to’'represent: the metro-
polis and ' those boroughs where they have a

natural interest.. The very excellence of Parlia-

-~ ment. consists in havm«r a due proportion of all
ranksi In society: consuiermg the importance ofour .
~ commeree; I should be sorry if we had not of thoqe

- who pursue it,” that due propomon, as well as of

 the army, and learned™ “professions.- But. the

peculiar advantage of having the landed propnetor

‘in-this House, - is that each 1nd1v1dual brings with
- him-the aﬁ'ecuons and. the confidence of- a portion
-+ of the people.—~Thus the united affections of each

1portxon of ‘the empire, ‘concentre. in Parliament;

and hence sprmgs the mora,l power whlch xt
possesses.” : ' : :

"The infallible consequence Sn' of i mcreasmg -
,the numbers of our. country- gentlemen -within
-. these ualls would be to make us more pacifically -
 disposed. It would give a different tone to our
“eouncils. It would check ithe rage for foreign |

commerce, and the-acquisition of fresh colonies.
It would turn our efforts’ and our attention to

: domestlc improvement; to the mehoratlon of our
~mterua1 resources and the happiness’ of our
~country. It would inspire greater moderation of

conduct towards -other nitions; and'dlcpose us
not to imitate on the ocean those strides of power
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which we deprecate on the continent. We should

then no longer- be the’ objects of hatred. and
y Jealousy to every power in Europe. - '

‘But, Sir; another and . most important ob_]ect
\would be' attained; - if this ‘measure fortunately

“receives the approbation of ‘the legislature.  The

times require-a strong administration : measures

“of  great energy: 'must be’ resorted -to. - ‘But
 how ‘can an administration;. not possessing the
“public affection and: confidence, venture ‘on’such
“measures ?  No.combination of :falents can form

a strong‘government unless this sine qud non be

effected.—-—Some of the -measures adopted by the
“ Right Hon. Gentleman -have unfortunately had -

the effect of increasing the distrust, andlessening
the tespect of the'people for this House. How

shall we, for instance,: reconcile to the -country,
-the vote given recently in’ the case of a Noble

Secretary.? ~ The loss which -might have been sus-
tained by the retiring from office of a person pos-
sessing the noble Lord’s acknowledged talents and

- assiduity would have been ten-fold compensated

by the effect that sacrifice W sould have had on the
outraged feelings of the country. I am ready to

“allow that under the present system, Ministers

can hardly be deemed free agents. Those who

©_support them think themselves entitled to the

patronage most Commoaluus to them ~and the

Q1

demands are so. great “that T do: bélieve many
jobs are .consented to by Ministers. sorely against

“their will.  An opportunity now offers itself to

the Minister, of compliance with a measure which
I sincerely beheve will be'grateful to the country.’
Tt comes from no concert: It is offered with no

~ view of hostlhty to him, or favor to his adversaries.

--Anxmus I' admit myself to be, to learn the
Right Hon. Gentleman’s sentlments —If hmnle ;

to him, not tome, be the consequences. - To O p-
position I would say, be cautious how you sanction

this measure with your approbatlon, earnestly as
I wishit. = Ifit receives your support, you are

: pledced to act m conformlty to it in the event . of

gout return to power. ~ The nefarious traffic in
seats must then' have an end. I beseech you
therefore, not to delude the nation; and not to
bupport me with your “votes, unless the measure
fortunately receives your sincere approbation. .

No long time has elapsed, Mr. Speaker, since
wé had an opportunity of witnessing the benetics

which result to. a minister from his sedulous

- observation of the temper and -wishes of the peu-
~ple; and his compliance with these wishes, when

teasonable. The waste and profusion, the harsh
and obnoxious acts of power, by which the pre-
decessors in office of Lord Sidmouth had disgraced
their career, appear tohave been lictle to the taste

e T e
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“of -his ~L:otdship: when Minister.—He: adopted

another line of conduct.~—~Temper, mildness,-and

economy  marked his sway.  The object before
his eyes -appears evidently and uniformly to have
been,:to rule in"the hearts 'of -the peoplé: and he
succeeded. Thougzhthe country was again plunged

in-war, though extradrdinary sacrifices - and - pri=

vations became. necessary,.yet we: might then ob-

serve a general - coalescence of opinion: .when
our voluntary services in our countly s cause were

called for, hundreds of thousands started to-arms;
our “ploughshares” were converted into “‘swords”.
Instead of finding difficulty in' completing our

volunteer corps, ‘the difficulty consisted in select- -

ing among the - too nunierous offers, - Could all
this have been eﬁ'ected under an unpopular
Minister ?. - ' S

still, T, admlt Slr that the present dlscontents

may in some degree be ascribed to our taxationi
but:not so much to its direct pressure, as’ to the

~ imprudent aggravation it receives from the nmiode
_in which our fiscal laws are administered,  In the
infancy of taxation, as in-the infaney of life, tore-
eoncile us to the pill, it may be prudent to gild it.

" But that system which might be suitable when five

or ten millions were to be raised i in the year, must

_be departed from, when,_zyom wants demand forty

~millions. - The necessities of the times have taught

95

s, that-it 35 our interest to ‘pay -direct. taxes.:

~

, from the service alegion.of tax.gatherers, inspec-: 3

- for the use of the manufacturer, the: hlgh dutles o
altogether preclude its application, -+ = . o . -
Another,  perhaps a‘ greater. source of: publlc ,
dissatisfaction, which the plans T-have submitted:
to the House, may I trust, - Sir, help in future to-

Simplify the system: levy a few efficient taxes::
do not by means. of ‘~mm_ltifé,r_ious ‘unintelligible:
laws, inflict on:the people’ constant vexation. - Do’
not summons.a whole country. to.know who keeps

- a dog; orwhether the. petty. farmer.. who . curries?
his own horse; and plants his own. cabbage; is toi -
be surcharged :with a'groom,: and..a:gardener.:
Take what . is wanted directly from us: -A-less -

sum will then-be requisite, ‘and:you. may dismiss:

tors; assessors, and excisemen.: - You ihay""them

krepeal also such revenue laws ‘as are: pernicious:

and oppressive : for instance, - that. affecting “salt.
Providerice in its:bounty bestows. on: us: AthlS boon.

inexhaustikily : Foreigners find it their interest.-toi
export it for agricultural purposes from: our:ports,:

But as to our own use-of it, for-that purpose,.and:

eradicate, arises from- the present wasteml pro-

" fusion of the public money:in pensions; reversions;: -
jointures, and other.such: jobs of infamy. .. When:

public services merit rewards out of ‘the pubhc
- purse, the people ,ourrht to, have the reasonable
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gratification of bestowing them by the. hands of
their Representatlves From them the public, would
not ' require. a . nigg rardly - policy. The gift itself
would be doubled in value by it pubhqty, and by
its ‘being the fair meed. of brllhant ané merjtorioys
services. Different indeed must be a persons

feelings on hearmg, as at present, that his name

is thrust in. at the bottom of a penswn list, to
-enter which merit usually forms no_part of the

recommendation ; and on ‘receiving: openly, for
causes absmned and w1th the applause . of his’
country, the rew ard of merit. I wonder not that
the relatives of a truly meritorious officer*. who.

lately gloriously fellin hlS country’ s cause, dechned-
being confounded on a pension list, with the re-

- tainers of a court ; thouorh they might gladly and .
graiefully have accepted any mark of national
munificence. A Minister who pald due attentxon'_‘

to the feelings of the people would never sanction,
and I trust, Sir, no Minister of any description,
will ever again sanction the dealing out pensions

of afew hundreds among the relations of the most

elevated and opulent of our nobles.

To ald the . brllﬁant illuminations™ of t‘helx‘“

mansions, the farthing candle of the industrious
indigent cottager must be sooner extmﬂmshed

* SifJobn‘Moorc, '

LS

>~ Not; Sir, “that I. would ‘insinuate, that, by this

Sort of saving; by the cessation ‘of abuses of this

descnptxon, any considerable allevxatlon of the
public burdens would be felt.~ Bat they indispose

the public mind; “they tend; to 1mpeach all ‘public.
“character. -—Too many are- aheady inclined to
view all-men who-hold public: offices, as equally
"v’cm‘rupt ‘That; opinion, T fear, is becoming.too

gener aly though nore can be-more. fatal, or.more

ill- founded Public. character: is. the str ength of '
a. country “and tr uly poor is - that countly WhLCh
'possesses little of it. -

. Should:itbe, for mstance our mrsfortune at any
futuxe time,: to Have & monarch mcapable of dis-

.-tmculshmg between- firmness. and ‘obstinacy ; who
‘¢conceived: it ‘miagnanimity never  to yield to; cirs

cumstances, would there not be an- essential dif=
ference between:one set of men willing to, accept
and’ to retain office; ‘without- possessmg the, powen
tojudge, but bound to -act as the. tools of othexs

and another, who would only hold -office so long
as their. Judgment was pelmltted 0 dnect thCII'
actions 2. - - ' '

-Ina nelghbourmg country, VSII‘ 1f a emct exa-~

mmatlon were totake. place of all the causes which
have led to the total extinction of thatliberty which
at one moment there was a fair PIQSPG;Ct,Qf thelr

obtaining; if the convylsions, which have accom--

£
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panied the loss of this, the greatest blessing that

man can pbsSeSs; have been so dreadfulas to lead
many to abhor its very- name; perhaps, thé most
- prominent and the most active of these causes has
been the want.of character, and con’sequ’érit wan“i
of confidence in‘their successive leaders.” '"

- How different, " happily for us, is our prospect

at home! Amidst all our divisions we. can do
justicé " to one another’s -~ motives :—However
estranged by casual circumstances, and the ‘in<

evitable discor”danc’e of epinion where thought and
action are free, - yet I trust such will ever be .the

conduct of ‘our public men of all parties, as not
to give real’ ground for the diffusion 'of " that
opinion to which I have just alluded: Though
we may look askance at €ach other for the moment;
yet we know not how-soon, or with whom, ~we
_may again cordially unite. On the important
question which lately rivetted the attention of the
House, I for one considered myself as-exercising
a painful duty, and in the capacity of -a juryman:

" Though the conclusion formed by others was in
opposition to my own, yet I shall not doubt that

it was on’their part equally conscientious; that as

the one déserves no praise, the other as little

Iheriﬁs reprobation. T
~ In the sincerity of our wish to uphold the just
prerogatives of the Crown, we are, I trust, all

21

united. . In distinguishing thi¢se, from the exercise

‘of irifluence unknown to:the ¢onstitution; - though

alas) too well known in practice, and attended

with dangers not only to.the subject, ‘but to the

prerogative itself, I forésee many struggles. . But

s to the just and fait prerogative, let it never be

forgotten, that though this be" the inheritance of

the Crown, it is a trust for the benefit of the sub- .

ject, for purposes the most useful;.
I shall no longer detain the House ; but must
‘conjure them, I must conjure the Right Hon. Gen-
tleman to reflect coolly; not to mistake the feelings
and the expressions of the people. ' They arraign
us of corruption; they point at the disreputable
manner, in which it is alleged that some persons
find their way hither. _To ‘this accusation we
must plead. - No evasion, or special-pleading
sophistry will stand us in stead. If we evince a
disposition to reform, we shall heal our divisions
and re-establish ourselves in the good ‘opinion of
the people. Then may the Right Hon. Gentle-

"man proclaim to all Europe;. it is not on the

‘bravery of her troops, or on the unparellelled
prowess of her navy alone, that our country builds
her strength : it-is on the hearts and the affections
of her children. ~Pessessing these, she can se=
curely bid defiance ‘to a world in arms. With
increasing difficulties she can call forth increased
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exertions.~~Her soldiers; are every man who can
wield a musket.—Her resources, every guinea we

possess. In her defence every arm will'be-up-

lifted ; every-danger despised : and xio other object
‘of emulation can then exist among us, but ‘how
each in his station. can yleld the ‘best service to
“his Sovereign and his country. | o

I move, Sir, tha.t leave - be given to brmO‘ mv

aBlll &c &c

BILL

,For better ‘'securing the Independence and Punty of

Parhament by pxeventmg the procuring or obtaining
Seat in Paxhament by corrupt Practices; and hkewxse

more eﬁ"ectually to plevent Brlbery

- R’" HEREAS 1t is hlghly expedlent and necessal y
to prevent corr upt Practices in the plocuund of

Members to be retur ned to serve in Parhament
or the Sale or Purchase of any l\ommatlon,

Recommendation, Interest or Inﬂuence for pro~

curing any such Returns

Be it therefore enacted by the ch.s Most'

Excellent Majesty, by and: with. the Advice and

Consent of the Lords Spmtual and Tempmal

and Commonb, in this present Parligment assem-

“bled, and by the Authorxty of the same, _That af
g:my Person or Persons shall from and -after the _

- dayof elthel by himself, hexself
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or themselves, or by any other Person or Persons
for or on his, her or their behalf, or in trust or
for the use or benefit of him, her or them, or for
or on the behalf or for the use or benefit of any
other Person or Persons, sell or bargain for the
Sale of any Nomination, Recommendation, Inte-
rest or Influence, or pretended Nomination,
Recommendation, Interest or Inﬂuence, for orin
order to the Election -or Return or. causmg or
'Iprocurmg or endeavounng to cause or procure

the Election or Return of any Person or Persons

to serve in Parliament; or ‘for or in order to the -

causing or procuring or endeavouring to cause or
procure any Persons having right of voting or
| claiming to have right of voting to vote for the
Election or Return of any Pprson or Persons to
‘serve in Parliament ; or shall receive, have, or
take any Money, Fee, Gratuity, Loan of Money,
Anﬁmty, Reward or Profit, directly or indirectly,

or any Office, Commlssmn ‘Place, Appointment

Employment or Reversion- of any Office,
Comrmssmn Place, Appomtment or Employment
whatever ‘of any Plomlse, Agleement Lngage-e,
_ ment, Covenant Contract, ‘Obligation, Bond or

Assurance or shall by any way, devwe or means,

contract or aoree to receive or have any Money,
| I'ee Gratmty, Loan of Money, Annulty, Reward
or Profit, rluectly or mdnectly, or any Office,
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- Commission, Place; Appointment or Employment,

or Reversion of any Office, Commission, “Place,

,'Appointment or Employment whatever, for:any

such Nomination, Recommendatmn Intexest or

~Influence, or pretended D Nomination, Recom-
" mendation, TInterest: or. Influence as aforesaid;

and alse if any Person or Persons shall by himself
'or themselves, or by any other Person for and on
his and their behalf, purchase or bargain for the
Purchase of. the Nomination, ‘Recommendation,
Interest or Influence, or pretended Nomination,

Recommendation, Interest or Influence of any

Person or Persons, for or in order to the Election
or Return, or causing or procuring the Election

- or Return of such Person or Persons to serve in

Parliament; or for or in order to the causing or
procuring or endeavouring to cause or procure
any Person or Persons having right of voting or
claiming to have right of voting, to- vote for the
Election or Return ‘of any such Person or
Persons: or shall give or pay any Money, Fee,
Gratuity, Loan of Money, Annuity, Reward, or

‘Profit, directly or indirectly; or shall make or

enter into any Promiise, Agreement, Engagement,
Covenant, Contract, Obligation, Bond or Assu-
rance, to give or pay any Money, Fee, Gratuity,
Toan, Annuitj, Reward or Profit; or to give or
procure any Office, Commission, Place, Appoint-

e ey e oo i
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ment or Employment, or Reversion of any Officey
Commission, 'Place, Appointment or- Employ-
ment’ wba’tever;_vf”or shall by ‘any way, ‘means’ or
device, contract or agree to give orpay :any
Money,. Fee, Gratuity, Loan of Money, Annuity,
Reward or Profit, directly: or indirectly;:or to
give or procure any Office, Commission, Place,
A Appomtment or Employment, or Reversion® of

any Office, Commission; Place, -Appointment or
Employment whatever, for any: such Nonﬁination;

Recommendation,: Interest or Influence, or.-pre-

tendéd Nomination,: Recommendatlon Interest
or Influence as aforesa1d either  before- or:at . or
after any : Election for-any County, Stewartryy
City, 'Town, Borough, : Cmque Potrt or: Place,
" whethier the same shall - be ‘then” vacant- or full;

_ then and in'such Case all and every Pe;sons or’
Person shall for 'every./such Offence forfeit the
sum-of o  toany Person:who shall sue for
the same, to be recovered with full Costs of: Suit-
by Action of Debt, Bill;: Plaint or Information -
. in any:of. His. Ma_]estys Courts: of :Record- at

Westiinster, if the Offence. be commltted in*that - .

part of the United Kingdom called England and
Wales; and in any’ of His Majesty’s Courts of
Recmd at Dublin; if the | Offence- be: commltted
‘in Ireland, - wherein: 1espectwely 1no’ Essoxgn or
Wager ‘of Law, or more than one JTmparlance

shall be alio“‘rcd :;md if the Oﬁ'ence be committed

:,.ln Scotl(md then to be recovered with:full Costs
of Suit’by summary: Action or: Complaint before -

the Court of Session or by Prosecution before the

Court of Justiciary there ;. and that all and every
Persons or Person who shall be guilty of any such
Offence, shall, fromand after J udgment obtained -

against them or him in any such Action of Debt,.
Bill, Plaint or Information; or summary . Action:

‘or Prosecution, or being any otherwise. lawfully
convicted thereof, “be and are and ‘is' bereby

declared and enacted disabled and incapacitated

for ever thereafter to serve in Parliament for-any .

County, Stewartry, C]ty, Town, Borough; Cinque

Port.or Place in the United Kingdom of Great .

Britain and Ireland, and that such Person or
Persons shall be deemed to be no Member or
Members in Parliament, and shall not act, sit, or

- have any Vote or Votes, Place or Places in,
Parliament, but shall be and are hereby declared

and enacted to be to all intents and purposes as if-
they or he had never been - returned. or elected*

Members or a Member in Parhament

- And- be it farther enacted, - That if any Agent
or Agents or Person or Persons whatever,’ shall:
at any time before, ‘at, or after any Election. or-

Elections:of a Member or Members to serve. in
Parliament for any ‘County, Stewartry, City, Town,-




34

Bei‘eugh, Cinque "Port or:Place within the said

United Kingdom, give, distribute, pay or'dispose

of any Money or Rewald by way of gift, loan or

~ other 'devme or promlse agree or’ contract. to

- give, distribute, pay or dispose of any _M,oney,
Gift, Lioan, or Reward, to any Person or Persons

“having or claiming to have a Vote or Votes atany
FElection or Elections of a-Member or Members to-

- serve in Parliament, or to. any other Person or

Persons for or on his or theix “behalf, or for his or

their use or benefit, or in trust for him'or them,

in order to prevail upon, induce, cause or procure -

such Person or Persons to give his or their Vote
or Votes, or to forbear to give his or :th,eir_; Vote
or Votes at any such Election or Elections, or in
order to repay and satisfy such Person or Persons
- for having given his or’ their Vote or ‘Votes, or
for having forborn to give'hisﬁ or their Vote or
Votes at any such Election or Electiops.; such’
- Agentor Agents, or Person or Persons so offend-
~ing in any. of the cases last-aforesaid, for.every
such Offence shall forfeit the sum of . . to any-

Person who sha.ll sue f01 the same, to be recovered '

with full Costs o’f Sult In manner’ hexembefoxe
, dlrcctcd

And be ‘1’t further enacted and dec]ared ’lhat‘

all and _every such Sales, Bargams, Promises,
Amecments, Encrau'ements Covenants Contractq
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Obligations or’ Assurances as aforesaid, ‘are and
shall be null and void, "and 'of no effect.

And - be it. further enacted, That mno- Person
who shall from and after the = - day of
be elected a Member to: serve:in Parliament. for

any County, Stewartry, City, Town, Borough
Cinque Port or Place in .the United. Iungd01n,

shall sit or act as such Member in Parliamént _

during any debate after the Speaker is chosen, or
vote; until such' Member shall first take the
following Oath, and ‘make. and subscribe and
audibly repeat:the same as follows: ’
-« I A. B. doswear, That I have not by mvself
“ or by any other Person or Persons for or on my
“ behalf, nor hath or have any other Person or
“ Persons to my’ knowledgc or belief for or on my
“ behalf, or at my charge, or in trust for me ot
“for my use or benefit, either before or at orafter
“ my-Election, - directly" or indirectly purchased
“ or bargained for the Purchase of the Nomma-
““tion, Recommendauon, Interest or Influence, or
“pretended N omination, Recommendation, Inte-
¢ rest.or Influence of any Person or Persons, for
“or in order to.my Election’ or Return, or
£ causmg or procuring my Election or Retura to.
¢ serve in Parhament or for or inorder to: the
“ causing or pxocuun@ or endeavmunncr to cause
““’or procure any PGISOH or Persons having right

T T
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“ of voting or claiming to have right of voting, to

“¢vote for my Election or Return; nor have I

¢ given or paid.any Money, Fee, Gratuity, Loan,
¢ of Money, Annuity; Reward or Profit,. directly
“ or'indirectly; and that I have not:made or

“entered into nor will I make or enter into any

- Promlse, Agreement, Engagement Covenant,

“ Contract, ‘Obligation, Bond. or: Assurance, to
“ give or pay any Money, Fee, Gratuity, Loan
‘““of Money, Annuity, Reward.or .Profis, or to
¢ give or procure any Office, Commission, Place,
¢ Appointment or Employment,  or Reversion of
““ any.Office, Commissiorx,_ Place, Appointment

# or Employment whatevér; and that I have not
* by any way, means or device, contracted .or

‘“ agreed, nor will I by any way, means, or device,

1 ;»Qomract_o,r‘ agree to give or pay any Money, Fee,
"-,‘Gl‘a.tl’l'ity, Loan of Moneéy, Annuity, Reward

‘“ or Profit directly or indirectly, or to give
or procure any Office, Commission, Place,

¢ Appointment or Employment, or Reversion of

“ any Office, Place, Appointment or Employment,

¢ whatever, for any such Nomination, Recom-

“ mendation, Interest or Influence, .or pretended

¢ Nomination, - Recommendation, Interest or
,“ Inﬂuence as aforesaid, . either before, or at, .or

* after my Election. . .
4 So help me GQD._’"
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" Which said Oath shall be from and after the

solemnly and publicly taken made and subscribed
betwixt the hours of . in the morning and
in the afternoon by every Member - of 'the

House of Commons at the Table in the middle of

the said House, and whilst a full House of Com-

‘mons is there sitting, with their Speaker in the
~Chair ; and the same shall be taken and made at

the same time and in the same manner as the
Oaths of’ Allegiance and Supremacy.

And be it further enacted,” That if any Person
or Persons taking the said Oath hereinbefore set
forth'and prescribed to be taken, shall have done
any thing contrary to such his or their Qath or
Oaths so to be taken, made, and subscribed as

'af01e.§aid' and be thereof convicted by dug

course of Law, he or they shall incur and suffer
the pains and’ penalties which by. the Laws and
Statutes of this Realm are enacted or mﬂlcted in

~ cases of wilful and corrupt Perjury. .
. And be it further enacted by the Authority
aforesaid, That if ‘any Person’ offending against

this Act, shall within the space of " months
next after any Oﬂ'ence against this Act shall be
committed, discover any other Person or Persons
offending against this Act, so that such Person or

Persons so discovered be thereupon convicted or

recovered against, such Person so discovering and

" not having been before that time convicted of any

AT g P
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- Offence’ agamst this - Act, shall be mdemmﬁed
from and” arramst all Penalties ‘and fortelttlles-

and: also from and against any Prosecutmn for, :
Perj Juxy ‘which he or they shall have then mcm “ed ,

by any Offence against this"Act.
Prowded always, and be it further enacted,

That:it shall not be lawful for ‘any such Person to
; plead any former stcovely in abatement or bar
of ‘any - Action, Information or Prosecution or
before any J udgment or: Conviction against him ;
but such: DISCOVGI‘y shall and may be pleaded on‘y
after. Judgmient or Conviction and in stay of
execution of the’ Judgment ; if the
Party shall have made such Discovery and Judg-

and shaH

meit ot Conviction shall have taken place thereon '

within the Provisions of this Act, be adnntted by
the Court in which the same is pleaded as a per-
~ petual stay of execution of : any such Judmnent or
" Conviction as aforesaid. by

o Provided also, and be it further enacted That
~ noPerson who shall by any Offence commxtted
agdinst the Provisions of this Act ‘be disabled or
* rendered incapable of sitting or voting as a Mem-

bér in Parliament, shall by reason of any such

; Dlscovery, as aforesaid, or any such Judgment or

~ Conviction’ upon any such Discovery, be relieved

“or discharged from any.such Dlsablhty or Incapa«-
mty, or rendered capable of sitting or votmw as a

‘shall have issued ;" and in case of any such Pro-
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Member in Par hament on any Electmn or Return
whateve1

" And be it further exncted by the Authonty

aforesaxd, That no Person shall be made liable to

any Incapacity, Disability, Forfeiture or Penalty
by this Act created or imposed, unless some
Prosecution Action or ‘Suit for the Offence
commltted shall be- actually and leﬂally com-
menced avamst such Person within the space of

Years next after such Offence against this
Act shall be committed, and unless such Per son
shall be actually and,legally arrested, summoned
or otherwise served with any original or other

Writ or -Process within the same space of time, so
as such Arrest,
~original or other Writ or Process shall not be

Summons or

prevented by such Person absconding or with-
drawing out of the Jurisdiction of the Court out
of which such original or other Writ or Process

secution, Suit or Process as aforesaid, the same
shall be proceeded in and carried on without any
mlful dela,y, and that all Statutes of Jeofails and
Amendments of the Law w hatever shall and may
be construed to extend to all Proceedings in any
such Prosecution, Action or Suit. |
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