


St p—

&

. .
e n -
o Hew T
- b .
: vi- -
<

e e s e

| IMPORTANCE

OF THE

R 2rITISH DOMINION 1N INDIA,

| STATED ; AND COMPARED WITH
| THAT IN AMERICA.  ~

I he domination of Britain  js at

B this period extended over countries
| fo very, confiderable and important, .
§ that it properly merits the name of’
| copire:  for, exclufive of her own

| domeftic dominions, and of her ma<

ny detaChedpoﬂbfﬁoﬁ_s-in ﬁth;eidiﬁ'e;‘ -
| rent quarters of the globe, her terri=
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tory On,the"contin’cntsof‘Amerivca is
§litlelf equal to a powerful flate : but

s (e e -




e e g gt cme L Y

; unadmfedly

T e ]
her late anmﬁtwns in India are fill
more valuable ; being in truth inef-
~timable and above compare.
Neverthelefs Britain feems to hold
this Indian branch of her empire in
a very different efteem : for, by the
little concern fhe beftows on it, we
are led to imagine that the regards it
rather. like an “adventitious excref-
cence, or as an encumbring burden
taken up, from which
the would Wllhngly difengage her-
{elf.  And, from this negleé, there
is no little reafon to apprehend, that

. it may be totally loft to her, before

{he becomes acquam;edwnh thc real
/woxth of it.. - :
“But in otrdcr to- aro:ufe t’he atten-
tion of Britain to this moft- impor~
* tant.obje&, before it is too late,  we

g have fet about this pr.c,fent undertak-
_ing : wherein we fhall endeavour, in

- the firft place,

to fet forth the true |
valac

i
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| doubt not to make it app
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«value of, that-one branch of thc Bri-
tith Indian “dominion, Bengal “for
as'to the article of dominion-in ‘the

other. parts. of India we fhall not here
. ’bulld on it. - |
| tation, which thall be confined with=-
| in the ftricteft botinds of truth, we

“And, by this reprefen=

ear, that
‘Bengal poflefleth; in. the higheft de-

- gree, every. advantage, either pofi- .
tive or negatxve, proper to a depen- -

dentdominion; and- that it is capa-

ble of yielding

-'on]y mMore: rich, but’ alfo  more dura=

ble beneﬁt, than all her other forelgnl

pofleflions. g
 In a fecond part, we fhall enquue

“into. the nature of that fyﬁcm of go=~
. vernment which - Britain hath eﬁa— |

blithed, or rather hath permltted to
. be eftablithed, in Bengal & |
1 pomt out the defeéts. of that fyftem;,
b . B 2

we fhall

toge«

to Britain, in return
for a {mall fhare of hef attention, not

\
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. together with the ruinous- confe-

-quences that muft unavoidably.en-

1ue therefrom, . “And we fhall from

thence evince the abfolute neceffity

of applying a fpeedy r emedy to thofe

o the end that the value of Ben.
. gal may appearin a ftron ger point of

View, we fhall ftate a ‘comparifon
betwixt it, and that other branch of
the Britith empire, America. Not
that we here pro pofe drawing a com-

Plete parrallel betwist thofe .two
countries, upon  the principles of
antrinfic. and ‘tnherent ‘worth : that

could only be iteceflary, in the cafe

~that Bi'itain'was poflefled of ap ab-
folute .and- unlimited power over

vbétvhv,,in the: appﬁlicaﬂtio‘n of their re-
fources and finances: and it is plain

that. Britain hath no f{uch power
over .America. - But the nature of .
our delign in forming this compari-

better: Known - and highly efteemed

of this Indian dominion, .requires,
fure what the value of each of ‘thofe

two countries is.to Britain. . .
- The value of a dependent. domj-

its own proper ftock of wealth, opu-
and moft immediate confideration s

which though they are of a fecon-

fon, betwixt .Bengal a fubject lefs
underftood and America a’ country .

}by, "Britain, .b“ein‘gcﬁ only to: gain: an
occafion thereby of more clearly‘il-
luftrating and -inculcating the worth

that we thould afcertain infomemea-

nion is to be meafured, by the de="
gree of benefit, which- the fovereign
country doth or may reap from this
dominion, in matter of acceffion - to

lence, and power. = This is the firft
but, befides it, there are other'two;
dary nature, are yet of very high:im-

port; fuch as, ftability. of dominion ;
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and charge or burden of mamtam-
ing: poﬂ'eﬁion. SR

Thefe are the three prmmples, by
" Wthh the merits of a dependent
domion ‘are to be tried: and upon
them we fhall compare Bengal ‘with
America, . Firft,” with refpec to the
acceflion’ made, by either of thoft

" two countries, to the proper. fiockof §

the wealth and opulence of Britain.:
~ The wealth and opulence of a fo«
/verexgn country ‘may receive - aug-

- mentation from her dependent domi- |
nions either obhquely, by commerce;.

" or dlreéﬂy, by tribute and revenue.

. With regard to commerce, if-we
are to confi der it-on that generalk

'footmg, of an intercourfe commen-
ced, by the free and unconftrained

' .Bntam.

[ ]

fubfift; we muft. perceive, that- the

commerce of India will ever continue
| to be highly advantageous to Britain;
‘and will alfo remain fecure. to her, fo -
| long as_fhe can preferve the choice:

of the natives free from- conftraint :

but that the commerce of America

will, fo foon as fhe is freed from re-
ftraint, not only ceafe to be ufeful,
but will even prove detnmental to

“For the natural neceﬂity and un-a
lity of commerce, arifes from the d1f-s
ference of produéhon in the two!
trading. countries.

altogen |

And, from thxsi' ’
caufe, the produéhons of India whe-
ther of nature or art being

ther different from thofe of Britain, |
it proceeds that the articles of com- ;s

“merce which India receives at’ pre- .

choice of two countries, upon - the |
- motive of mutual neceflity and utili-
“ty, which is the fource of all comi§

merce, and Wlthout thch it cannot ‘3
Aub-E

fent from Britain can never ceafe to! |

be neceffary to India: and, through |

the fame caufe, thole amcles which ¢
: - ' Bt1ta1n

4
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Britain receives from India will ever
contmue to be ufeful and neceflary
' to Britain : of confequence, the com-

| mercial mteref’cs of this dependent

domnnon can never ,poiﬁbly clafh
with thofe of the foverign+ on the
cantrary, they mutit ever contnbute

| hxghl to her benefit.

VVhereas America dlﬁ"ereth but
httlc from Britain in either climate
or foil : her natural produé’cwns are

| “therefore nearly the fame; fo that

the

poflefleth the rough materials,

- of almoft all the manufactures of

m-»»«._

L& -

‘the articles of commerce
'AAmcrca hath hitherto received from
; Butam are no . farther neceﬁ‘ary to

v
W.«-“

Britain ; and her intimate conne&ion
‘with the mother country, ‘affords
“her the opportumty of minutely ac-
quainting

‘herfelf with the art of
manufacturing thofe materials. From
whence it is evident, that almoft all
‘which

her,

bt v e e R
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hery t than as they are rendered fo, by :
eitheir the want of hands to carry on

thofe manufactures, or by the laws of -
the {fovereign reftrainin g her from the

free exercife of certain arts, But
the population -of America proceeds |
with-a rapid fpeed : -
courfe remove the firft impediment
to her -{upplying herfelf; even: the
want of hands to manufa&ure, This
population will at fame time encreafe -
the importance of America; and in
pxoportxon as this 1mportﬂnce advan-
ces, fo will the free exercife ofevery
art extend, through the "diminution
of the fovereign’s reflraining power.
Here is then fufﬁuent ground to ap—

prehend that the feveral articles of .

commerce which America receives
at prefent from Britain, will not only
foon ceafe to be neceflary to Amen—
ca; but that the will alfo have it in
h€1 power, and we canrot doubt her
| C incli-

-and that will of *
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inclination, to rival the trade of her
‘mother country with other nations,
in thofe identical articles.
- But if on the other hand it fhall
- be faid, that the commerce of. Bri-
* tain with India, 1f it is - founded on
- mutual neceflity and utility, . cannot
~depend upon dominion, and that of
confequence the benefit derived from
this commerce, ought not, like that
with America, to be placed to the ac-
count of dominion: we thall, in an-
{wer to this obferve, that notwiths
‘ ﬁandmo the commerce with India is
| not, hke that with America, an abfo-
lute conquuence ofdominion, yet do-
“iinion is new becomefo very necef-
{ary tothe exiftence of this . Indian
~ commerce, that Britain if {hie was to

~be defpoiled of her dominion there, -

.’_"},would along with it be deprived of
~all benefit anﬁng from that com-
merce. For it is plam, that Bmt’un

~can

E"Isl‘

gan at ptefent, by virtue of her do-»
minion in Indla, reftrain at pleafuxe-
any ©ne or more of the European:

pations, from trading ir thofe coun- -

tries where fhe rules: for inftance, .
it is by her permifiion, that France
trades. in Bengal, and on ‘the coaft
of Cormondel, the two prmmpal ma-

'nufa&urmg countries and imme-

diately oa. a rupture with Britain,,
France W111 be deprived of this branch:
of commerce. And, by the fame
rule, if Britain {hall be defpoﬂed of
her- dominion in thofe countries by

France, (fmd it is from this poweL

that fhe hath moft reafon to appre-

"hend), the commerce of Britain: will
‘be equally fubjected to- the diferetion:
of France.

But Btitain- mdulges
France with' the liberty of trade in
thofe countries, during’ peaces. for

this very f{ufficient re afon,\thau the:
fg@vemment of France, if fheisnot

C 2 alloweda
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~allowed 2 dire@ commerce thither,
hath the power to totally debar her
fubjedts from ufing thofe commodi-
ties; by which means Britain would
be deprived of the benefit received
‘from her. commerce: and, for this
“very reafon, it might poflibly be for
the interelt of Britain to continue that

mdulgence to France, in even time
of war, Whereas F rance, if fhe

- 'waspoflefled of the dominion of thofe

- Ccountries, would moft probably find

‘it for her intereft, to exclude Britain
“from a dire& commerce thither, in
even time of peace: becaufe the go-
vernment of Britain would, notwith-
ftanding fuch exclufion, find it ex-

tremely difficult, to reftrain her {fub-

jects from the ufe of thofe commodi-
“ties to which they have been {o long

accuftomed : and France would, by
- this exclufion, get pofleflion of the E
~ Te-exportorcarrying trade of Britain,

1m

! ‘1,'7‘ ]

| in that merchandize ; which is very

I confiderable, and would make no

{mall addition to her navigation and
| naval power. ~ But at any rate, Eng-
t land would, in this cafe, be excluded

| from trading to India, during a war

t with France; in which fpace her.
| carrying  trade  would  be greatly
| weaned from her : o that, if we were

 t0 admit that fhe thould be:reftored
! to this commerce on a peace with
 France, fhe would reap but little be-

| nefit from importing the commodi-
ties of India for only her own con-

L

fumpt.

R

b merce of Britain with India, though

i

g

f upon dominion.

B ferve to Britain her commerce with
India; whereas the commerce with

o

America

ey e T b o e i i i
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- In-this fenfe therefore, the com-

founded on mutual utility, depends

And the difference
| betwixtIndia and'America, inthisre-
fpe&, is, that dominion will ever pre=.
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- rious, cannot, for this very reafon,

fon, {o far as the nature of the caft
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‘America, not being the effe@ of fres
choice or.of neceflity, will moft pro-
bably prove the caufe, that Britaij
will, one day, lofe her dominion over

that country.
- The commerce of Ameuca ﬁand-

| thence (exclufive of China) exceed
mg ona footing fo extremely preca-

on the firft coft goo,000 L. Str. be-
fides the profiton fales of that export-
ed merchandize ‘which is uncertain,

be brought with propriety, into com-
‘petition with that other, which isfo
~much more permanent : neverthelefs
we tfhall, in purfuance of our pmpofe |

of illuftration, carry on the compari- | fpecie.  But then, a great part of this

| imported Indian m@rchandxze 1s re-
will admit, betwixt the degree of P

acceflion made to the wealth and
'opulence of Britain, by cach of thofe
two countries, throuOh commerce,

and otherwife.
! The Indian'branch of commerce is
;of a nature fo comphcated that if|
| we were to judge of it by the ordina- |§
ix ¥ rule, of‘ comparmg the annual ac-
~ countl§

&
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count of exports with that of' im=
ported merchandize, it would feem
| to be rather difadvantageous to Bri-
tain : for fhe is fuppofed to export to
India about only goo, 600 £ . in mer- -
| chandize; whereas her imports from |

and thisdifference betwixther export~ .
| ed and imported merchandlze, muft |
§ neceffarily be made good by her in ¢

| exported from Britain to other coun- |

| tries, in the f{elf fame ftate in which |

E fhe received them ; and the returns

B made to her therefrom, in fpecie, a- .

b mount to almoft the fum of herwhole |

| inveftment inIndia. So that,bymeans |

t of this re- e*cpoztatxon, Britain re- |

| ceives payment, in fpecxe, for 500,000 ¢
| poundsif
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pounds worth of her manufaé‘tures
f dlfpofed of in India; andis'at fame

. time reimburfed of nearly the a-
. mount of {pecie, which fhe orlgmal-‘
1y fent to India, to complete her

purchafe there. Thus the ‘clear bal-
- lancearifing annually to Britain;by her
~commerce with India, muft exceed

R

300,000 . and, over and above that,

ithe is fupnhed with feveral articles,
for her -own’ confumpt; which are
- {fo indifpenfably neceffary to - her;

~ that the mufl, otherwife purchafe

‘them with fpecie; - fuch as - falt-

- petre, rawfilk, black pepper, gums,
5‘-,D1ug &c*, '

oo* It muﬁ: be obferved that we h-ave here Pcated
;.'thxe commerce on the ancient footing, as fup-

. poling that Britain remits to Tndia {'0 much

5 fpec:e as -is requifite to make up the difference
 betwixt the fales.and purchafe of her merchan-
Jdize there; though in fa&, fhe hath, fince the

v.or no - fpecié thxther, having made good the
: : - {fur-

. . ) , .
SR s Lt L e e e e e
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| of government:

. timeof her acquiring dominion therc, fent little

fzi]

But commerce is not now the%
only channel through which Britain'
| deriveth wealth from India: that
which fhe receives -from Bengal
| alone, by virtue of dominion, is far
| more confiderable.
| now poflefs the unlimited power of
impofing, colleé‘tlng, and applying’
| the revenues of ‘that country : and_i :
| the amount of revenue received by
her, doth greatly exceed the expence
as it appears that,

there remained,
| after defraying every article of charge,
| both civiland military, a furplus of
| above I,JOO ooo£ ftr. and this. ﬁu-—__;‘»

in the Year 1766

. "furplufs of her mve&ment, out of the revenues
| received by her. But as the ab0ve commercial
| ftatement, will make no differenice in the actoal
| amount of ballance received by Britain from that
| quarter, we have, for the fake of perfpicuity, -
| referved the account of revenue dx&m& and ,
cntlre. '

For Britain doth’ :

D plusly




A “plus fhe hath the power of appro- B mentation to her ftock of wealth of
i - priating to herown purpofes.’ - But, § about 2,400,000 £. ftr. annually. - b
‘ ' | {beﬁdCS this, there :have--l?een, im- @ It mutt indeed be acknowleged
= . ;‘mcnfe’»- fUIflS :}cgu)mulated, 1n Bel}g'al that the fums drawn at prefent from i
I8 - alone, by individuals, fince the time |§ Bengal, by means of revenue and o
i - that Britain aquired ‘7ea/ dominion @ private fortunes, exceed what that o
b ~in that.country : and thefe {ums, ex- B country can afford to fpare: and if = L
¥ EE Couf

ceeding annually, by a 'moderate @ continued, to the fame amount, muft = -

gt

St - computation, 700,000 £+ have been @ produce impoverithment and ruin. 1
o - tran{mitted to  Britain; ' and have § But we fhall hereafter fhow that, |
A - thus become an addition to her ftock @ under a juft and prudent adminiftra~ Bt
f of wealth. So t.ha-t the whole amount @ tion, Bengal is capable of yi‘eldingf .
P ',i fOf.What is received annually by Bri- @ perpetually to Britain from her re- o
& ~ tain, from Bengal alone, through @ fonrces, near to one million iterling
al _-thefetwochannels of revenue and pri- |§ per annum : which, with the com-~
~.vate fortunes, is near to 2,100,0c0/. [ mercial fum, will amount to one :

ftr. and if, to this fum, we add that
~which fhe acquires by her commerce
~in Indian merchandize, and which
- we have reckoned at 300,000 /.
~we fhall find that her Indian do-

| million three hundred. thoufand =
| pounds fterling per annum¥*. N
* Tt may be objected “that the a;oé):vemeﬁ-' '

| tioned furplus of revenue doth not come entire
- to Britain: but to this we anfwer, that there

{m'inion»creates in the whole an aug- | is fo much furplus of revenue received by Bri- ' {
‘ . | - menta- | tain from Bengal; and that whatever part of
C - | b2 At C
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-~As to America, we find that Brix
tain, as both parent and fovereign of
thofe Colonies, hath never received
from them any acceffion to her ftock
of wealth, otherwife than. thl'oughv
that exclufive privilege, of fupply-
ing them with fuch articles of mer~
<handize as are neceflary to them;
We have lived to fee this privilege;
together with the benefit arifing
from 1it, almoft annihilated ; and we

have but little reafon to expect that

it will ever be reftored. Neverthe<
tefs, we fhall* ftate our comparifon,
againit this privilege and benefit, as
as ‘if {till -exifting : and we fhall
likewife allow for it, the utmoft
value that hath ever been affigned

to it by the moft fanguine compu-

- it doth not arrive in Britain, is émpldyed to

defray fuch expence as muft otherwife draw
fpecie from Britain, o

tation

e S N NS U SN

| blithment, America was {o far from

ety e A s S L e T BT R

Loz ]
tation, eveén one million fterling per
annum. T

~ But Britain is all this while fub=<
jeGted to the entire expence of de-

fending and {upporting thofe ‘co+
lonies.. Fer it was not- till of very

late 'that Britain herfelf confidered

them as capable of defraying any

part of the charge of their own

defence: and  then having, to this
end, impofed cn them a {mall re-
venue, “which, had it been levied;
would not have amounted to a third
part of their neceffary military efta-

| fubmitting -to her authority, that

i he pofitively declared againft ad-

| mitting Britain to the moft diftant
{ participation in the difpofal of her
| finances: and exprefled her indig-

R T

nation and refentment-of the bar¢

attempt, by, that only means in her
power, breaking off fo far as was

poffi~ -
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poflible all commercial correfpon«
dence with the mother country ; by

either denying herfelf the ufe of

thofe commodities which the ufed
to take off, or otherwife purcha-

fing them from the rivals and ene«

mies of Britdin. So that the mo-
ther country is ftill neceffitated to
defend and maintain thefe colonies
at her own proper coft: and her an-
nual difburfements on this fcore ex-
ceed, ineven timeof peace, 400,000/,
ftr. in time of war it muift be
proportionably encreafed. Now the

- greateft part, almoft the whole, of

this expence centers in America;

-~ of confequcnce this {um, being paid §
by Britain and received by America,

muft be dedu@ed from the above-
mentioned ballance of  trade, which

‘we have allowed to be 1,000,000 §
fterling.. And thus the utmoft ex- §

tent of benefit that Britain could
R - pofibly

T271 _’
pbfﬁmy receive from America, in the
moft ‘favourable - circumftances that
can be fuppofed, would fall thort of
600,000 L. perk‘annu_m*. el

. * It may poflibly be alledged tbat”we,ought .
tojoin the Britith American, or Weft Indian

‘lflands, to the account of her dominion on
| ‘that continent ; becaufe this latter is fo very
“neceffary to the fupport of the former, that
| without it they could not well fubfift. But

this fupport doth not in any _ﬁmg,pe_.dgpt?nd
upon the conne&ion of dominion: it arifes
from the mutual benefit accruing to each other
’by‘their intercourfe of commerce ; and for that

reafon would ftill continue, if - Britain poflefl-d -

no property in either of them, ~Nay, if it was

not foreign to our purpofe, we might démon-

firate that, as the ballance of trade betwixt

thofe two branches of dominion is altogether

in favour of America, and as the property of

the Weft Indian iflands is not inherent 1n
| themfelves butis entirely derived from and ever

reverts to Britain, this ballance, which Ame=~

R rica draws from thofe Iflands, is in faé derived
| trom Britain : and therefore ought to ftand as
a ballance againft America, in her account with.
| Britain. And by the fame ‘rule it will follow,

that

LT //



T T e e

L ‘\q T eI
g TR

IS S A

o ST T

e gt L e
s e e S

- "-’P"‘ie

%mwmw..dlkﬁmﬂ{w m_v...‘ ,m.,»«nm..

| [ 28 ]

‘So-that upon ﬁrIng a ballance
bethxt the value of thofe two coun-
tries to Brltam, on the head of
acceflion made by each to her pro-
per ftock of opulence and wealth,
it appears, that the Indian domlmon
1s at this prefent worth about four

'~ times as -much as the American
~ hath everbeen in the very beft times,

And if we look forward, and fup-

. pofe that the ﬁnances of that one

that if it fhall ever happen that Britain is not

. relmburfed by her commerce with thofe ‘colo-

nies, of the whole and entire ballance. whlcﬁ
they draw from the Weft Indies, the then be.

comes a lofer of fuch part of this ballance as

fhall prove deficient; whether that part refts
and fettles in America, or whether it is ex-

‘pended and laid out by her, for the commodi-
ties of other countries, However we fhall not

here dwell on this point, it bemg no farther
neceflary to our purpofe, than as it may ferve

to prove, that if the value of the Weft Indian
~ Iflands is to be introduced into the prefent
‘quéttion; it mui’c bc m dxmmutxon of that of»
'Ameuca IR :

branch

[29]

branch ~of domxmon, Bengal arc

reduced within equitable and per-
‘manent - bounds, India will ftill be

worth to Britain about 1,300,000.£.
,per annum: Whllﬂ: America will,"
moft: probably, not 1ndcmmfy Bri=:
tain, for the charge of mamtammg
hcr dominion over it. ERRE

As to the acceflion made to thc

yower of Britain," by cither the one-
or the other of thofe two foreign do-
minions, it is far from being confi~

derable. Her domeflic ftrength or~

force, in oppofition to. that- of het.
neighbouring enemies, .can receive
no direét or immediate augmenta-‘
‘tion from either of them : unlefs we
admit the encreafe of her wealth,
which is termed the finews of war,
to be fuch augmcntauon and that
is fhown- ta be . highly in favour of

India. Britain cannot employ thc*»

power of ‘her foreign dominions to
- E ~ ‘any

NP
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in txmc of war, by thofe colonies, te
this very enemy, in thefe identical
articles,.- which could not be pro-—'
cured by this enemy any how elfe;
and but: for which-thofe foreign pof=
feffions . muft neceflarily furrender
themfelves into. thie hands of Britain,
without: - almoft the:application of
force. - On the other hand Britain,
by virtue'of her dominion in India,
hath: it in’ her power, on the firft
commencement -of a rupture, to de-
prive . “her rival at one blow and
without . trouble or expence, of allf-
her poﬁ'eﬂions and property: in t;hat
unarter tovetner Wlth hcr com~v |

merce. »
Fhe - commerce . of Brltam W1th
‘her American colonies may be faid
to contributé more than the Indian
to-the encreafe of her. nav1ganon
‘Butit muft be obferved, that we are
;not to conﬁne the idea of Indian na-
T Ez2 viga-
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mg hcr 10 annoy o d;ﬁrefs her
enemigs in chh of their -pofeflions
as.1may. lay contiguous to thofe do-
minions. - For example fhe, in the
cafe of a war with France, deriveth
aﬂii’cance from ber American colo-
nies, in her attcmpts on the Wefl-
~Indian pofleflions of thatrival. But
: \thls aﬁ’xf’cancc can confift in nothmg
b ~ more than fome ‘{mall military. aid;
' and in the convenient {upply. of pro-
- vifions and peceffaries to her arma-
_;gents employed on thefe  expedi-
tions.  'The firft of which is fo very
;nﬁgmﬁgant, that .it is not worth
‘mentioning : for Britain muft, in
fuch. enterprizes, truft entirely t
~her ewn fleet, and almoft entirely to
her own troops. . And as to the fup-
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t occaﬁons, they are oreatly more, than,
_ballanced, by. the £upport aﬁ'Qlded
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vigation,’ to only: the carriage be-

twixt Britain and India: we muft 1
Anclude ‘in it the re-exportation. of [

Indian merchandize ; which confti-
tutes, if not a bulky, yet ‘a:valuable

art of her traffic, to thofe very co-
| ~:%)onies, as well ‘as. to other countries.

* Thus far we. have weighed the §
value of .each of thofe two coun-

aries.to Britain, in the fcale of im-

mediate benefit' derived from: ‘either ticular- manner, exempted from thofe

~of them. It now remains to ‘coms-
Hare them upon the other two prin-
<iples: that have been . mentioned,
viz. The ftability. of. dominion, and

charge -of maintaining pofieflion..
Two confiderations of very.-great.

weight, which, it is imagined, have
deterred  Britain = from embarking
ferioufly in the bufinefs
dominion.  For the diftance bein

~{o very great, the pofleflion of this

dominion is reprefented as cxtremely. |

of Indian -

B K T -
prcCarious~<: ‘or otherwile, "that‘, ﬁi
properly fecure it, would demand a
greater fhare of attention and force

 than' Britain could afford’ to fpare.

| But we hope to make it appear, that

L thefe are the very circumaftdnces,

in which Bengal, confidered as 2 de~
| pendent dominion of Britain, doth
 remarkably  excel; we fh‘e}ll fhow
f that  this country is, in 2 moft par-

| dangers that render dominion pre-

o ——— = 4 e g e e

carious :- and that of confequence,

3
3

j gether trivial when compared with
the importance of the obje&, would

ka2 degree of force and attention alto-

 ferve to more completely fecure and.
[ more intimately connet this branch

lof dominion’ to Britain, ‘than any
fother that fhe
| can acquire. |

For the pofleffion

: ' one

eithér hath or p-oﬁiblvy;

of a fbréigh dOf'i
minion. ftands in danger, from only
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one caufe ; namely, . the attempt of
powers to wreft that domi.

proprietor : and this danger is greater

or lefs in proportlon to the abilities, [
~and - dxfpoﬁtlon of |
“thofe powers to execute fuch pur-|
pofe. Now the powers that are toff
be here dreaded muft neceffarily. be,§

cither the native fubjelts themfelves, | fo peculiarly cxemptcd from this do-

or otherwife external enemies : and

dominion are, in reafon, tobe much 1
more dreaded, thanany foreigh ene-§

becaufc, in the firft place, thef
motlve of their enmity is more im-

‘medlate, a&ive, and durable, even}

the defire of retrieving their libertyf
and mdependance. In the fecondfi

place, a domeftic foe hath greaterp

opportumtles, and ‘therefore greater},
ab1hty, of injuring the foverexgn
than

1
:
]
ki
,;
;
4
!
:

than a forexgn enemy. And,in the
 third  place, this natural paflion for

‘nion from the hands of the prefent 11berty, doth commonly ftimulate

[35]

| the nativesto call ina foreign power,
to aid them in expelling their pre+
 {ent mafters; whereby both thefe
'} fources of danger become united.

| not perhaps on this globe a eountry

| meftic danger as it is: the natives of

¢ cxpal

‘the firt of thefe, even the native | which are {o exceeding mild, pliant,

fubjects of a confiderable -foreign [ and fubmiffive, that this, which ia

"2 Northern- clime affords the pr1n~ .
ground 'of apprehenfion is,

| here, not even reckoned upon. The
imhabxtants of Bengal have beenmore

| defpotically governed than thofe of
{any other country, yet we do not

i find - that they ever made any at=
tempts to reduce or reftrain the

|authority of their princes, or to re- .

drefs their own grievances by force.
~ “For

But.in the cafe of Bengal therei 13. :
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 For we caiinot admit the confpnracy’
- of Meer ]aﬂ’elr to be an attempt of §
this nature : the treachery of two [
~or three individuals, tending to pro- §

mote their own ambitious views by

be governed

,moﬁt exquifitely oppreﬁive, and com-f
pletely def’crué’uvc, that can be con-f
ceived ; even. a mercantile, Jomed i

B . to}]

| Since that revolution, [
- they have been fubjected to a tyran-f
ny, fuch as was never till then heard §
of ; and which is in its nature thelf

"['37 1

tothe polmcal and military defpo-
tifm, of foreigners and ftrangers:
yet.the evident profpe& of ruin hath

| not hitherto ferved ’ to- roufe that

| -people into. refiftance, -
the ‘means of fereigners, cannot bel§ .

termed a ﬁruggle ‘made by the na:f :miffion of the induftrious inhabitants

tives to recover their liberty. But ‘-of a wealfhy, populous, and exten-

~the timid - backwardnefs of thof five country, 1s: certamly the moft

Confp‘irators,"o'n that occafion, dif- ‘valuaole of all quahnes proper to

covers how little difpofed thefe peo-f§ 2 dependant dominion. For. to it

ple are to dangerous attempts: and[f the fovereign owes thofe mighty ad-

~ the. ready, umverfal and unreferved [f vantages arifing, as hath been fhown,
fubmiffion of the whole country to |p
the {mall force of the Enghfh, in-

dicates a moft fingular aptitude toff

‘This extraordinary: 1mpl1C1t fub~

from the the abfolute difpofal of the

rich ' finances of this country; and
| by it he is not only fecured from
that firft and greateft fource of dan-’
ger to his property, even the ma-
‘chmatnons of -the native {ubjelts ;

E but he likewife derives therefrom a
certain aid- agam{’c the attempts of
- external enemies.
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But this valuable property:of Ben.

though m fa& it will in this parti-
cular appear to be rather a contraft,

~ For this latter country, which wis [

«originally difcovered and planted by §
“her nurfed §
and cherifhed for above 200 years, at §

- a mighty expence of her wealth o pac oLst o ot -
&1 CXP r wealth and § ~foreign dominion arifes from thé at=

tempts of external enemies : atid
“thefe, with refpect to Bengal, may
‘be divided into two clafles: nam elys

Britain, hath been by

{trength; {o that the

ren prefent inha- §
bitants. ftand indebted to her for §
cvery thing they poffefs, for even
~.their country, and their very being: §
-yet no fooner have thefe- inhabitants §
-pecceived their own ftrength fo far }
formed through the indulgent carcf!
~of this parent, as that her fupport}
hath become fomewhat lefs ne-§
ceffary, than they have fet about},
-eftablithing a diftinéion of intereft,§
refufing to the mother country thef

: ' moft}|

- prudence

L1

gal will appear more con{picuoutly tﬁm& d;&?\g:i pri}ggipizlon tindf? t‘;l’
b}); continuing the comparifon, on § SN o e of het
this head, betwixt it and America: f & e

| ? | ne Smelica: g oovernment infomuch that the do=

ting the moft folemn orders of het

minion of Britain over Americay
ftands in much greater danger froix

the difpofition of ‘the inhabitants

themfelves, than from all her ene=
The other fource of danger to @

the native powers, adjoining to that

country 3 and the European ftates

trading to, and " pofleffing force it
India.
. As to the fitft of thefe, the na-

tive powes, they are bit little fors

midable to Britain, provided fhe con=
of
. 'The

,,,,,

and  modegation.

| Fa2

climate
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climate of India, rendering the 1nha-.
bitants lapguid effeminate and foft,
will ‘ever prove an effectual bar to
their becoming truly warlike. For,
notwithftanding that they are not de-

ficient in temporary courage, yet arc

they totally devoid of that vigour g
and adtivity, that firmnefs and perfe-,
vering obftinacy, which is peculiar
to the natives: of ‘a colder clime. -

Being altogether incapable of appli-

cation, they can never, of them- -
felves, attain-to any. degree of dif-
cipline; but muft be led, or rather §
driven, into it, by others, of a more
mafculine -difpofition than them-
- felves: and no fooner is this com- §
pelling force withdrawn, than theyj
relapfeinto their primitive rudenefs.

Nay, even when they have acquired

the exercife of arms, unlefs they are |}

headed by a body of Europeans,

| whom they regard as a bulwark be-
T L awirt

el
| twixt them ‘and danger, they will.
| never be brought to ac&t with fteadi-
f nefsin the field. For thefe reafons,
| the warlike ability of an Indian-
{ neighbour 'is  not to be greatly
| dreaded : - and the fame caufe that

 prevents their  becoming warlike, |
| doth: alfo render them lefs forward

| to hazardous enterprize : they are
l imprefled with an awe and dread of

 the military prowefs of Europeans, .
it muft therefore be a very urgent

¥ provocation, or otherwife a ver

 glaring opportunity, that will in-
duce a 'people thus indolent timid

and impatient of fatigue to engage

iin.war with them: and certainly it

is in the power of Britain, to evade
§ giving them fuch occafion: if fhe

{hall conduct herfelf by the rules of
\difcretion and of equity the may not

-§ionly efcape the enmity, but conci- |
[hate the friendfhip of her Indian

neigh-
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neighbours. - It may not be impro-
per however to  obferve, that, if
we even {uppofe hoftilities from this
quarter, Bengal is wonderfully fecu-
red agaiaft the invafion of any of the
neigbouring ftates : for in the north
it isbarricadoed by achain of moun-
tains, .with' a very 'few difficult

| pafles; towards the eaft it is fecured

by impenetrable woods and _many
deep rivers, befides that there is no
ftate of any confequence on that fide;
the fouth is bounded by the fea, the
fhore of which is every where in-
acceflible, except by the river of
Bengal : {o that the welt is the only
quarter. open to the attack of an

Indian enemy.

‘t' -'again(‘c them. : :

 But the European nations trading §
‘to and poflefling force in India arcf
enemies far more formidable to the§
pofleflions of, Britain in that quarter, §
- than are. the natives. However, off

[ o43 ]

| thefe,’ there is only Holland and
| Trance, from whom fhe hath any
| reafon to apprehend danger. And -
| a5 to the firlt of thefe, fhe is {o
‘much embarraffed with the charge
| and defence of what fhe hath already
g acquired, that thereis no great proba-
bility of her molefting Britain, unlefs
| 2 very favourable occafion fhould
| tempt her to take advantage. But

France, being the natural enemy of

Britain in FEurope, will be " ever

ready toattack her in India: and the

' POWET, a&ivity, and opportunities of
| this adverfary are fuch, that it will
demand the utmoft care and vigi-

lance of Britain to guard h’e;felf

The nature of this_dahgef ﬁ‘vom

France, and the meafures that. are

proper to obviate it, form a fubject

of fuch confequence, as requires a
diftiné& and full confideration; we

~ fhall
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fhall therefore afford it a plaee by
itfelf.  Here it is fufficient to ob-
ferve, that as France is an enem
~common to all the poffeflions, of
‘Britain, we cannot confider her en-
anity as a danger particular to Ben.
-gal: therefore our  prefent. defign
‘only calls on us to' prove that Ben-

- gallis, by“thefnat'urie of its fituation§

-and other circumftances, lefs accef-
“fible to the attempts of France, than

-any other branch of the Britith em- |

‘pire; and that, of confequence, a

“finaller degree of the force and at-Blimpaffable by artillery, muft afford
| every imaginable advantage and op-

§ portanity to an aive and vigilant

tention of Britain, will ferve to
fecure it againft her attack. |
' There is only one channel through
which France, or any other Euro-

that is by the river; which, from
‘the fea, to the cultivated or clear
part of the country, is above 150
miles in length; full of dangerous

thoals} |-

]

L o45 ]
| with rapid tides: and the natural
difficulties of this accefs to an in-
| yading enemy may be greatly en-
| creafed by proper precautions.  On

oo Bosctons

 the other hand, if this enemy thould

| chufe to difembark their troops at
| Ballafore, in the mouthof the river,
| that long rout from thence to Cal-
| cutta, being through a country co-

| vered with wood, and i_me\rfeé’ce‘d by
| creeks and gullies, muit be extremely

| harraffing ; and, as it is altogether

idefendant. .

1| Another circumftance that con=
pean enemy, can €nter Bengal : and}

tributes greatly te fecure Bengal,

las well as any other part of.the
1 Britith empire in India, againft the
|attempts of France, or of other”
{European nations, is the great
o - . tance

G
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(hoals, and moft intricate channels,




~willappear fomewhat firange to af-
+ fign, as acircumftance of fecurity,

~ garded as a certain fource of dan-
ger to:pofleflion; and which, with

- refpet to Bengal, is the very caufe
‘that hath diverted the attention of

“an exception or rather a contradic-

the dependent dominion, but to

“alone. For the communication

[ 46 ]

diftance of thofe countries from Eg.
rope.: Now I am fenfible that it

that very diftance, which is ever re.

Britain from that quarter. Buti
muft- be obferved that, in this pafl
ticular cafe, diftance of fituation i

tion to the general rule: though
this particularity is proper, not to

Britain as fovercign; and to her

betwixt Europe and . India is by
fea: and itis evident that, in pro-

be navigated by both the belligerant

[ 47 ]

and {kill, of availing herfelf by this

rifk and danger to that other which

- to France, confidered as the power
contending with Britain in India,
| it will more properly fall under con-
| fideration, when we come to treat of

that fubjeé’c*diﬁiné’tly. - Here we

| haye only hinted at it, for the fake

Aide 8 , ] _ | | of continuing the comparifon, with

portion: to the diftance whch isto§ '

_ y » | on the head of ftability and fecurity

powers to the intended fcene of ac- § . RIS ! :

tion; fo will be the degree of op-§
o por-

the Britith poffeffions in America,

of dominion.. =~ ..
Now itis well known that the whole
R G2 =~ fea-

portunity affordéd to that one of the
| two which exceeds in naval force

fuperiority ; and fo will be thedegree of

is inferior in thefe points : now Bri~
| tain' is more powerful by fea, and
| Jlfo more {kilful, than any other
| Buropean nation ; therefore this dif-
| ance is a circumftance favourable to
| Britain, as fovereign of an Indian
| Dominion. As to the particular
| effets of this diftance, with refpect
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fea-coaft of Britith America, extend-
ing above twenty degrees. in length,

| _ie.SrOpen*t.Q; attack. Such an extent
of fea-coaft, every where acceflible, §

muft prefent an eafy occafion of en-
terprize, to an affatlant of condud
and refolution : and reduces the de-
fendans to truft, {olely, to his {upe-

from the maritime invafion of an
enemy, whowill not negleé to in-

form herfelf of the diupofition of f

herierr ob . Sovereign a large furphus of revenue.
~ that force, and who will dire& her || We have therefore only to cofider
what expence. of her owmn native
_gual | {ubjed&s, the maintenance: of this fo-
admit, that the naval fuperiority of f{ reign poffeffion ‘'may be fuppofed to

| occafion to. Britain, for the purpofe
of military defence, of civil govern~
ment, or of commerce. Asto the
firft of thefe,” the military defence,

we muft here again repeat, that' we
have hitherto, confidered the circum~

attempt to that quarter which isgd
And if we thouldf;

leaft guarded.

Britain may prevent France from re-
taining  pofleflion of conqueft in
- America; ‘- yet cannot fhe prevent
- her from ravaging, deftroying, or

otherwife laying under conttibution,
SR S the | {

[ 49 ]

the rich  ‘defencelefs TFowns and
| country om that continent. o
We have next to confider the ex-

pence and charge of mainteining and

E defending each of thofe two foreign
dominions, And here it is unne-~
ceflary to mention, that the defence
cRRent loe | of Bengal cofts Britain no pecuniary
~ riority, of force ; which muit indecd § charge ; for we have already obfer-
~ be exceeding great, to properly fe: B ved, that this dominien  doth not

cure this mighty tra& of country B

only defray the whole expence of
its own government both - civil and
military, but likewife affords to the

ftance
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ftance of dominion in India, and the §
benefit accruing from it, " as confined
to - Bengal alone, we are ‘therefore,
in the account of charge, to allow
for the defence of that country only: ]
if Britain fhall think proper to ex-
tend her views beyond that one ob-
je&t, it will no doubt encreafe the
~ charge of defence, but it isto be
fuppofed that it will at fame time
encreafe the degree of benefit ari~
fjng from dominion ; for we cannot
imagine that the will aét {c-abfurdly,
as to take up and fuftain a dead and
ufelefs load upon her 'fhoulder‘s'.:
The military defence of Bengal will
not, on ordinary occafions, demand a
ftanding force ‘of above three thou-
fand-Europeans'; for this, with the
afliftance. of the native fubjedts or
~{epoys, 1s {ufficiont to maintain that
- dominion againft ‘any common at-
tempt,  But this . force being once |
formed: and-completed, as it is fup~ }
‘ ~ pofed §

-',

| dred men.

T st )

p'ofed to be at prefent, Wi;ll not call
for an annual recruit of more than

feven hundred or at moft eight hun-
On extraordinary oc-

cafions; fuch as an -attack made by

‘A.or,apprehended from France, that
| ftanding force. muft ‘neceflarily be
| }augm‘emed,.thoug
b fderable amount : befides this aug-
" mentation is altogether tranfitory 5

h to no very con-

for it will hereafter appear that the

difpute betwixt France and Britain
in this country cannot be protracted, -

but will ever ‘be decided in- the
fpace of at moft ‘one year after com-
mencement : we are not therefore:to
guideourfelves, by that extraordinary

| addition of force which Britain may -
| be neceflitated to fend out; to op-
pofe the firft onfet of France ; as this
| can happen but once in the courfe
| of each war with that power : we are

only to refpeét theregular annual re-

| cruit, that will be neceffary to keep

., up
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up this force to its proper ftandard,;
which recruit will never exceed one
thoufand men. But the defence. of
thiS, or any other part of Britith do.
minion in India, againit the attack

of France, will prmcxpally depend _' to her again,_ nay fometimés the

i whole is returned with encreafe.
§ Therefore the total drain of fubjects .
i occafioned to Britain by Bengal for e~
# very purpofe of her dominion there,

vided the nation of Britain is poffef- ‘ doth not 'exceed in ordinary years:

fed of the foverelgnty and revenue elght hundred men ; and on’ cxtraor-

L dinary occafions -it thl not be more

propriety charge to the account of than one thoufand

y that i
may be detatched by her thither, to

oppofe apart of the navy of Francef

but if the fove-

upon ‘the naval power of ‘Great Bri-
tain; and that force, muft ever be
proporttoned to the occafion: how-
ever it muft be obfeérved, that, pro-

of this dominion, fhe cannot with

: Bengal any part of her nav

in that quarter.

- the nation itfelf, the cafe is greatly
altered.

tary defence, Bengal cannot poffibly [
confiderable}’

drain- Britain of any

o number of her (ubjeofts ; the purpofes

{53]

- ofcml governrnent andof commerce.
| arc the-only ones -befides ; and thefe
| can never call for above one hun-
dred perfons : and the greater part

all number is now reftored

‘Whereas Britain is obhged to

keep up in America, at her own'
| proper coft and " charge i% ~even time -
| of peace, a force of eighteen regi~
,relgmty is vefted otherwife than in | ments ;
entxrely from the mother countly,
But exclufive of the mili-f] and cannot require lefs for that pur-
pofe-than two, thoufand men annual-
ly.  She is likewife neceflitated to

mamtam thcre, in this fame time of

Wthh are recruited almoﬂ::

- H peace, :
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ple'af:e’,],al confiderable naval forc
Ylhxch.i is alfo recruited from ,‘t!hvs 1;:
»t fe;; country: So that this article
’-?i _dr_n‘»llx.tary. force',, which B-ritéink
inds it neceflary to keep up‘thtere, in

‘of authortiy over the native fubjects
‘rr}ui’crcio:_{’; her above two th.oufanci'
five hundred men : and what this ex-
~pence of men may. pi‘oife,, in the cafe
“of a futurc,war with France, is dif |
fcult to. determine. .- , o

~ Yet thisis but a {fmall part of the
wafte that Britain {uffers én',nuallzy' 'by

this branch of heir dominion ; which"

;, :_l‘sh%t;fame. time a colony ; and which,
- under this denomination hath. been‘;

“and {till continues to be an immode-

rate -hdr,ain ,of'-h-éri ftrength. It is
not here material to determine, what

glfc.:,_.csr,x‘gﬁina;l‘.qr, former emigration of ;
")mlﬂj'#u-b}‘i&s to .America, for the ||
purpofe of colonizing hath been; f

Ww¢e

> ey,

{55 1
we are only to enquire 10t0 the pre~
fent; - which, by a very moderate
.co‘mput_a_tio,n, may be reckoned at
four thoufand men. annually: and

7 gven-j_ time of peace,. for the fole f thefe too are not the fcum or fu-
~-purpofe of preferving the ﬁppeafa_nce | |

Perﬂuites of her(peop‘xe; ‘they are

- her ~moft afeful hands, being for
:5 the moft part artifans, or huf-
. bandmen: and it muft be obferved, -

that few or none of thefe ever re-
turn to the mother country. I;ndeed-

| this 15 DOW become & very ferious

matter to’ Britain, - which loudiy

| calls for her moft fpeedy attention ;
| . a5 America is of late become ths
“drain of not only her peOple, butof

her wealth : for the numerous and

~ heavy taxes of Britain enhancing
the expence of individuals, they, by

removing to  America, a country
where th‘ey*'ﬁlndnnodiffcren’cc in

climate, lan.guage', laws, religion; Or -
cuftoms, [hake off the burthen of
thofe _,'taxes=;'iand this proves fuch a
SR H2 mighty

-
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mighty inducement and encourage.

~ment to emigration, that we nHow
find not only’ the labouring ‘man,
but the  rich- and wealthy removy-
ing: themfelves together with their

‘property, to America ::the more thefe

remove the heavier ‘will the burthen
~ fall upon thofe who remain 5 and this
will ftill - encreafe the canfe of emi-
- gration. - But not to dwell upon this,
it "appears ‘that America creates to

Britain, in even time of peace, an
annual expence of above fix thou-
fand five hundred ufeful fubje&s:

. which is-at " leaft cight times as
much as that of Bengal.
“Wehave now finithed the compa-.

rifon betwixt Bengal and America,

on. the :three principles of, firft, .
immediate benefit derived from either
‘of thofe countries, by Britain, ‘in
‘matter of acceffion to her own pro=. :
- perftock of ‘wealth, ‘opulence, “and.
- power: - fecond, ttability of domi-

N SRR nion:.
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| nion: ‘and third, ‘charge and. bur-
| den of maintaining poffeflion.
In the courfe of this  comparifon
| we have had ‘occafion to ' fhow, that
| America is {o far from yielding'any' ~
 aid to Britain from her finances -or
| refources, that fhe hath abi“o‘lutgﬁly, ‘
 refufed to contribute towards - fup-~
| porting the ‘charge of her own de- .
B fedce ; and obliges the mother coun- |
| try to take that load 1‘nt1re‘ly.‘ upon
herfelf.  Nor doth Britain derive the |
fmalleft benefit from America, other.-ﬁ--.
wife than by commerce ; which:is-
f now,  through various _ caufes, be-
come not only uncertain, but ina
 great meafure froitlefs 5 it being dif-
f ficult to determine whether it ferves
| to reimburfe Britain of what“’fhe;c;f{-
pends-in -that country, on ‘her mi-
eftablithment - there. The

genius of the Americans is illibe=

L nally - felfifh, and fordidly attatched
f0 their - otn - intereft; ;thereéé?e
- . , ri=
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Biiuin, by promoting the gran

~rival to her commerce. The Ame-

'j"gétjon, and by all means aff'é&ing'
. “independance: fo that, without
- reckoning upon external enemies,

ferve even, the appearance of domi-

felves: but it is to be feared that,
| m allittle.'timc her whole force and |
~attention will not {uffice to ‘render
. tha‘tﬁcountry in any fhape ufeful [
‘her. . In the mean time Ameria

forth the great advantages that Bri-[E

R S 1
| in derives from her commerce
| with India: and we have {pecified
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deur of that cour_;tr’y,«dir’niniﬂ)es;.h'er
own importance,- and rears up a

lriga"r,};s,;far.c' at the fame time of o J§ O L PRSI .
difpofition f}a'ugilty'a ag d infolent K we muft obferve that, in this cafe, 1t
impatient of rule, difdaining {ub. | | -

: . K fum; - becaufe, the dominion of
| Britain over Bengal' being abfolute,

and entirerefources of that fertile, po--
| pulous, and extenfive country, inha-
| Dbited by.an ingenious induftrious-and

we;vﬁn.‘d “that it demands a ‘lafge
i-hafe‘of‘ the force, and almoft the
entire attention .of Britain, to pre-

nion over the inhabitants thems : - : |
» BN they furnifh an active commerce fu-

| perior to that of moft. countries,

| Bengal plants and {ows, the manu-
1 fattures and "trades, not for hesfclf
hangs like a wafting difeafe on the but for Britain: fo that Ben‘gallbar
firength of Britain. S g as effectually épd,mtlmaidy
~ On the other hand we 1 o i annexed and united to Britain as if
' we have fcty .1t was a part of herfelf, the dictates

~ tain |

e s M il 2

| ihe mighty {ums that fhe draws,
| at prefent, from that fingle branch -
: of Indian dominion, Bengal. Though -
| is altogether unneceflary to fpe'cify-..';

| unlimited, and implicit, the ‘whole_
: ,.fl‘ﬁg;llfpeopl‘e poflefling the knowlege

| of arts and - manufactures whereby

{ become the property of Britain :

- of .







