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TRADE wits IRELAND

EXPLAINED.

THE intended arrangement f01 a final fet—vl

tlement of all commercial points with Ire-
land, is of too mtereﬁmg a nature to the pu-

blic, to render any apology neceﬁ'ary for an at= .
tempt to explain, briefly and fairly, the effled it

will have on the interefts of this kingdom. The

Author of the following fheets has -been indu- |

ced to colledt the matter therein - contained ha-
flily, in order, if poflible, to clear the fubject

| from mlfreprefentatlons, Whether mtentlonal or

otherwde.

~ The Refolutions ‘wc're no fooner received
from Ireland than they were printed with com-
ments, accompamed with a part of what Mr

Orde
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(‘4)

Orde is reported to have faid in opemng them
-in the Houfe of Commons there, Thefe pa-

pers have been circulated with infinite indufiry,

“and at a confiderable expence, all through Eng-

1and and Scotland. If this has been done from

pure principles of patriotifm, ‘merely to awaken

the attention of the merchants, traders, and ma=

nufaé’turers of "Great Britain to their true inte~

refts, thofe who have ‘o employed their time
and their money deferve commendation: But,
if all their exertions have proceeded from a de-
fire to throw difficulties-in the way of a perma-
nent fettlement with Ireland, on terms of equa-

rhty and mutual advantage, or, if poffible, to

prevent it entirely, they will unqueﬁxonably
fnerit the execrations of all honeft and well-
meaning men. - The arguments on one fide
have been produced in declamatory pamphlets,

hand-bills, eflays, and paragraphs ; in anfwer to

thofe, a patient attention to a plain ﬁatement of
falls is earneﬁly entreated ;—the public will, if
that is given,
of a bufinefs, in which, from the nature of it,
{ve muft expe& to encounter pl‘Q}HdlCGS, as well
as good fenfe and reafon, . ,

The

be -able to form a fair judgment - §

(5)
‘The opinions of thofe who obje& to the pro-
pofed fyftem are fo various, and appear to have

fo little foundation, that it is not eafy to colle&
the fubflance. of their apprehenfions ;—they

muft, however, mean . to contend, that it will

have a dangerous operatron on the navigation
and the commerce of this country. It is, there~’

fore, proper to fhew. the prefent fituation of
Ireland, with the means by which fhe has at-

tained it; the one fhe withes to be placed in,

and the probable‘eﬂ"e&s which the whole ar~-

‘rangement will have, if completed, on our ma-
- nufaltures, our trade, and our {hipping.
L R ]

- Ireland is, at this time, an independent king
dom, in pofleflion of a conftitution ‘as free as
the one we have the happinefs to enjoy, with

‘aright to trade with every nation on earth
~which choofes to trade with her.

The connec-
tion which {ubfifts between her and this- country

mducea her, however, to reftrain herfelf in ma-
ny inftances, and to confine her confumption to

~ the produce of Great Britain and her Colonies,

for the mutual advantage of the two countries. -

Ireland being, therefore, in poﬁ'eﬂion of a
rxght to a free trade with all the World the
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( 6)

‘ ccmnlains of reftraints fill impofed on her by

Great Britain, in whofe favour fhe has feftrain-

~ed herfelf.  Great conceﬂiom, it is.true, have
' been made to her within thefe few" years, during

a former adminiftration ; they were made, how-

~ ever, but as neceflity compelled them ;- Wlth-

out {yftem, wlthout ¢oncert, and without even :
previoufly knowing what fatisfaction they
would afford her; much lefs was any attempt

" made to obtam the fmalle{’t advantage 1 in return’:
Nothing was ever attended to, but on the pref=
~ fure of the moment : when her calls were loud

and alarming, an expedlent was to be thought

- of to ftop ¢them *; in that manner fhe obtained
“the a&s of 18th Geo. 111. ch. §5. and the 20th

Geo. IIL ch. 10. Under the laft; fhe derived
the moft important benefit of all, a direct trade
. ) ) N ) ) . N . . . l t.o

w Mr Fox faxd in the \Houfe of Commons in 1782, when
Secretary of State, ¢ The late Minifters never looked beyond-
« the prefent moment ; they never provided for what was to
s« come ; they never did things either finally or effeétually.”
‘Parl, Debates, 1782, vol. VIL p. 8. .

'And in another debate the »fame gentleman faid, « When x
« the late Minifters agreed to the extenfion of the trade of
«¢ TIreland, they fhould have ultimately fettled the claims; and
s fixed the fituation ; they ought to anfwcr to the country :

« for not havmg done it 3 that meafures Would be taken for
¢ this deﬁr_able end.”  The fame vol. p. 12.

(7))
to ‘the Britifh Colomea, 1nﬁmte1y more valuablc

to her than every thing which, from that time,
1ema1ned to be given to her. It i is not-intended

here to cenfure that - meafure in the {malleft dc—'v

gree, but to mﬁ{’: that it fhould have founcd
but a part of a ﬁnal fettlement, which ‘might
then have. been concluded with mﬁmtely lefs
dlﬂiculty than now: Grcat Bntaln havmg thus
reheved Ireland fo far, by opemng to her a free

. trade to the Britifh Colonies in Africa and A~ |

merica, upon the fame terms on which the trades
with them herfelf ‘the now requeﬂs, as a coni-

pleuon of the meaﬁne, that Great Brltam will

ICMOve - the ‘remaining reftri@ions - which {hll

fetter her trade, urgmg as the baﬁs of her claxm, '

E(LUALITY IN TRADE FOR MONOPOLY OF
CONSUMPTION.

,‘vx

’Thls equahty was 1ntended to have been pro~
pofed by Lord North, in’ the year 1779, if he

had poﬂ'eiTed energy enough to have perfect ed
a fy{’cem of’ any fort but; as that could not
bc
e Lord Hlllfborough in December 1779, explammg what

he meant in a former debate, faid, ¢ The obvious meamng of
¢ his' words was, that, prevlous to hls acceptance of the feals

s Secretary of Statc, he defired to know the intentions of

: ‘hl$
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(8

'he done W1thout an accurate mvef’ugatlon and
'mmute 1nqu1r1es, the decifion was from time to
time delayed till Wlthln twenty—four hours of
‘the Trith buﬁnefa bemg opened in the Houfe of
"' ‘Commons in that year,. notvvxthl’candmg an u=
'nammous addrefs had been prefented to ‘the

ng at the clofe ‘of the precedmg feﬂion, ¢ re-

¢ commendmg to his Majeﬁy s moft ferious con-

¢ ﬁdelatlon the dlﬁreﬂ'ed and 1mpoverlfhed {’tate
L .‘ "of

[ hxs Majeﬁy s V,l‘lmﬁers, and the opinion of hlS Councll, re-
. latwe to future meaiures refpe&mg Ireland 5 and recelved
€ every aﬁ'urance ﬁ om them, that Government waa thorough-
¢ 1y difpofed to co-operate with Parliament’ in giving to that

e kingdom fuch an extenﬁon of trade as would put her on a

| ¢ footing with Great Britain on the fcale of . commerce ; this
« was what he meant : he accepted the feals upon that 1dea,
< and neo other
‘ - Parliainentary Debates, 1779, vol. xv. p. 94

.. +Lord Hlll{borough’s meaning “was. afterwards further ex-
plamed by Lord Beauchamp in the Houfe ‘of Commons, when

| “"'Lord North was. prefent, ¢ That an: equal trade would be
e granted to Ireland, upon the broad baﬁs of impartiality and

¢ juftice” . : : Vol. xvi. p. 116.
' Lord North, in the debate upon hxs bxll for giving the Trifh
" the dire& trade to the Colonies, a free exportauon of - wool-

lens, & faid, ¢ He acknowledged this was but 2 rough out-

A line of the general plan on the 1dea of an equal trade ;. it

€ Would demand. much confideration, and require much ma-

¢ delling 3 it was 2 matter, of mﬁmte :delicacy 3 ‘would callv

reat deal of detall and inquiry, &c. &e. &c.
Han e : Vol. xvi. P 183

intelligénce to Ireland ;

(9)
of the loyal‘and well-deferving pe,‘opl‘é of Ife=

and laid before Parliament. {fueh parmculam\
1elat1ve to the trade and manufa&ures of Great

common ﬂ:rength wealth, and commerce of
¢ his Majeﬁy s fubje@s in both kmgdoms ;) and
Hxs Majeﬁy s anfwer, ¢ that he would give dis
¢ reQions accmdmgly ;7 a determination was

then at length fuddenly taken; to give the boon

juft mentioned; without the prom1fed informa=

tion, As foon, howevel, as the meafure ‘was
refolved on, another of his r\/lajeﬁy s minifters;
who highl y approved of it, fent off the pleafing
‘and it ‘was actually
known to the merchants of Dublin, Gork; _\and'
Waterford, before the Lord Lieutenant had ad-
A benefit,

vice of i it fo beftowed and commu-

nicated, was eftimated by the Irith, naturally ,
enough, much below its real value, and the full

effedt of it was. eonfequently loft.

R

Wihiile the ports of lrelana dre opén to receive

from Greit Britain every fpecies of commadity,
~ whetlier the produce of Gréat Britaid and her

eelomeo, or any other part of Europe; Afia,
B. - Afmeaj

land ; and to dire&; that there be prepared

Britain and Ireland as to enable the. natlonal ,'
Wlfdom to- purfue effectual meafures for the e
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- /may be divided into two kinds,

(10 )

Africa, ‘and Ameriea; Great Britain, either by

- an interpretation of the Navigation a& or {ubfe-

quent laws, by a&ual prohibitions, or by pr'ohi-"

‘bmom ariling from duties, thuts her ports a-

sramﬁ Ireland in thofe artlc]es of commerce

| Whl,\c‘h Ireland admits fr eely f’rom her. |

_ Thxs mequahty 1§ complamed of by Ireland,
as unwife as well as oppreffive; fhe deﬁres,

therefore, that fhe may be at liberty to import

into Great Britain every fpecies of goods, whe-
ther raw materials or manufa&tures, W’hich Great
Britain can nnport nto Ireland upon equal terms
E‘CCIPI’OC&HY & ’

The articles  in -which Ireland is reftrained

\

: Izﬁ, A.ll‘;éx~tic1¢§, the produce of the Britith co~

fonies in Afia, Africa, and America; and,

2dly, Certain articles of the growth, producey

or manufa&ure, as well of Great Brltam as of

}reland S N ARSI A T

Ireland is reftrained inthe firft by an inter=

pretauon of the Navigation Aé’c .as explamed by

the

NE——

'

{ 11 )

the tweniy-fecond and twenty-third of* Charles
IL. ch. 26. and the Irifh a&ts of fourteenth and
" fifteenth Charles.II. ; ; and’in the laft by a&ual
pl‘OhlblthDS, or by prohlbltory dutles. .

Let us fuppofe tha-t all’ articles '»not the grth:h'
produce, or manufa&uxe of Great Britain -or
- Ireland, {hould be admitted to 1mportatxon into

- ¢éach kingdom from the other, upon the fame
duties to which they would be. fubje& if import-

ed. ﬁom the .places of their g growth ; and that
the quantum of duties not. dtavvn back upon the
‘exportation of thole articles fhould be plemfely
the fame in- both countries :
thc nauve produce or. manufaé’cuxe of cither
country, no prohlbxtlon fhouid emﬂ: but that
all fuch artlclcs fhould be 1mp01table from either

country into the other; and thdt the dutles pay-

able upon each article ﬂlould be premfely the
éame in both countries.

The ﬁrﬁ propohtlon 1elates then to the a1-‘

mcles of commerce not the growth, produce, or
manufaé’cule of Great Butam or Ireland ;. and
the laft to thofe articles which are the native
Eroduge_ox manufacture of either country,

N
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( 12 )

‘The fair way, on fuch a fuppoﬁtlon of exa=
mlmng how far{uch conceflions may affe@ the
trade of ‘Great’ Britain, will be to ftate how the
Jaw ftands at prefent upon each propoﬁtlon, and -
how it will ftand ‘hercafter, pomtmg out the
partxcu]ar objeé’cs of produce or manufaéture
which will’ be affeted by the alteratlon, ‘and
;hen to conﬁder each partlcularly e

\/iuch contxanety of opmmn has been held :
_ m Great Britain ‘and Ireland about the mterpre~
: ;atmn "of the Namgauon A&, asto it perrmt»
nng the’ produce'of‘ 'Aﬁa, Afnca, and America,
to be’ carned to Treland thlough Great Bntam,

but reﬁrammg the fame’ ploduce bemg brought :

10 Great Brltam thnouvn Ire]and The con-

, ﬁ”mc»mn, however, in both coun‘rles, has invas

nauy becn “that the Words foreign growthy'
. de’ not lelate t0 goods &c: the growth,

produce or manufq&urc of ‘Europe’; and the .

praclice has ‘always been accordmgly to admit
fuch: goods, &c from . the ofe country i inito the
other, ‘upon’ the ‘fame duties as’ they Would be
ﬁzbm& 0 fxom th‘, p}ace of thelr mowth *“

* 'Ifhe fomth 1cmon, requumg noods '‘to be bxought dl-
é‘d) from the place of their orowth,

‘,ng,ufdxd, Afia, Aﬁlca, and Amemcq, menuoned in the third

Lection,
Toi s el

refers to the countries

(13 )

I the law is now to be altered, to put both:.

countrles on the - {ame footmg, it will follow

| that Ireland. will apparently acquire a- liberty

| of -exporting to Great Brltam the -produce of |

‘- Aﬁa, Afrlca, and Amenca. .

~'The' trade of Great Brxtam can, however, be

| Jfected only in “articles, the growth, produce,

| or manufacure of the two laft mentioned quar-
| ters of the world 5 becaufe the has by her own

| laws reftrained her importation of Afiatic’ pro<

| duce from all places except Great Britain, gi-
ving the Eaft India: Company a monoplv of her
| confumption 3 and - the goods of  Europe have .
| always been admitted without inter ruptlon from
the one co.untry into the other. :

Wlth refpe& to Afnca, there ex1&s at prefent |

no.trade or intercourfe between. it and Ireland ;
nor is there much profpet of any ; as there is,

| however, a poflibility- of one, it fhall be confi-
| dered with ‘the trade of Amerlca, which is of
_; coxxﬁderable extent with Ireland.

By the laws of both kmgdoms, as they now
fland, Ireland has a right to export all her pro=
duce and manufaé’mrc to Afnca, and America,;

‘ ‘ and

-
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and to import from thence all articles. of the

growth, ‘produce,-or manufa@ure.of thofe coun-
tries:;. and: having 1mported them -into ‘Ireland,
fhe -can again, .export them: to. all.parts of the
world to which Great Britain can fend them ;
which import and export trade is, as to duties

R and. dxawbacks, precxiely the. fame in both coun-
”;trles.» Nothing then is defired by Ireland,. or |
given by Great Britain, as to the general trade :

between: Ireland Africa, - and Amerlca 3 or be-

tween. Ireland and the. re{’: of the 'world.

“n zTh‘e '.mifchief ,"sth.erefOre’, “tp';b'e ;dreead ed,z 18 re=

. dueed to the appréhenfion,; that:the:produce of
- the IJCo].d‘ilie»s- will be brought .often tlirough Ire-
land. This muft-arife either “from Ireland bes |

coming the carriers of African and American

,good% for the merchants of Great Britain,. or

fxom her bemo* able ‘to import them upon ‘her
own:capital, ~and fend them: into -Great Britain
upon, fuch :texms as. tonenable ‘her to underfcll
the: B rmih mercha’lts in their own; markets.

" To form a true judgment how 'far th’is appre-
herifion is grounded, we muft confiderthe prefent
fituation of thelrifhin this refpe. They:¢an now

s,mport dxre&ly mto Great Bmtaam in Irith fhips
e , , na.vwated

15 )

navigated according law, all the produce of

| Africa and America, exally on the fame terms

§ 2 the merchants of England ; they can alfo im-

port thefe goods in Trith fhips into Ireland,

| where th"ev" are fubje& té the fame duties“aé'

here ;. can’invoice any part of the cargo to be
landed there, and the remainder to be fent to
any part of Great Brxtam. How ‘then can thé

carrying- trade be affe&ed by the prefent quf:-' '

| ftion ? becaufe whether the extenﬁon is admits

f dor not Ireland can equally, carry both di<

rely from the Colonies, and circuitoufly as a~

bove ftated, all the produce thereof.  And this
will tend equahy to fhew, that this altexatxon'

cannot enable her to fend fuch produce into
‘Great Britain upon cheaper terms than fhe im=

§ would arife to Ireland by it would be, that fhé

! wight then land the produce of Africa and A%

merica in her own ports ; and, if at the time
‘that her merehams thould want to difpofe of it,
there fhould be a better market in Britain than
{in Ireland, fhe might fend it there to a poH}ble
advantage ; to a certain oné the never could, as
| the prices of fugars fluGuate too conﬁderab!y in,
the London market, for any relidnce to be had
jon thelr keeplng up Iong enough foz a vellel to

- perform;

} ports it at prefent~ for the only benefit that -

D D O
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( 16 )

p’er‘form,:a voyége froxxi Cor’k ‘or Waterford to
this city. - '

,It,appeé‘rs, therefore, that the profpect of ad: |

vantages to be derived to Ireland are not parii

cularly flattering "in this part. of the arranges ]

menf_t.vr She may, however, be benefited with-

out any injury to England, unlefs it can be
~ fhewn that it is a difadvantage to the latter, that §

the produce fhould not bear a price above s

natural value in her own market ; Ireland will, B
it is true, in future, have the fame advantage of §
the Englith market as we have of theirs; and §

no good reafon can be ‘given ‘_";hY- they {hould

not, -in perfedting a {yftem of equality of trade: §
If that circumftance fhould ever have the effect §

of reducing the prices of colony pyrvo‘ducev,' it will [
enable the exportation of it to foreign countries |

on better terms. e

. Great ftrefs s laid on the:advaptageous fitue- §

/ tion of Ireland for carrying on trade with Afri«
ca and America ; and it is urged, that fhe can
import articles from thence much cheaper than |§

- England, cbnfeqﬁ‘ently that fhe will - underfell

Gréat Britain. Nothing, however, can be lefs}

itr_ue.- Admitting even that the can import f?fo%“ B

' - thence |
i

i

i

|

i

- ;
i

i
X

i

E

e

oy

thence for her own confumption on more fas

vourable terms. Cr et o
' s-than Great Britain can for her’s

yet it is demonfirable, that the argument does
not apply to her fupplying England, unlefs it fs
contended, that the fhorteft and cheapeft Waj of»‘ .
| ixﬁpox‘ting goods from Africa and America to o
“this ’jcoun’try is, by carrying them firft into, a
port i;l Ireland, and then. bri-ngi‘rig ‘them: fro.mi :
~ thence to a port ’hﬁ_,f_e.j- Such reafonix‘lgvis too
‘grofs for the blindeft prejudice. o -

,T he truth is, that the .pr‘,ice} of fr"ei’gh‘f and
premiums of infurace from all parts of Ameri--
ca, ipclud‘ing the Weft -lndia ~Iﬂandé, to thé
poyts-in Ireland, are;precif‘,elr‘yv the fame as to the

- ports in ‘Great Britain.  Whatever, therefore,
is imported here from the Colonies through Tre-
land, muft come .in burthened with fhe. addl-
tional charges of the ufual fr.éight and i'n{'u’ra.n‘cé: (
kfrom ‘that country to this, and With't'ﬁe e*c-
pences there attending the 'lériding the produce
cuftom-houfe fees, warchoufeing, wafte, &c’ |

&e, e

In the Irith channel Great Britain has, poftas,
DRI S S [ PRENe] S NN N

ﬂea_fljﬁ‘~.9pp;gﬁt_e to ,the? Irlﬂl ‘. -Qﬂfes-,—\—Br‘iﬂ;ﬂl Lo
Qgrk:‘,—-Gheﬁer’.‘; Liverpool, and Wh:nehzwﬁn,

G | ] to
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{ 18 )

to. Dublin and Newry: The ports on the Weft
coafl of Ireland, though nearer to America, are’
remote from England; and the voyage round

the ifland requires a yariety of winds, coniea:

‘ quently is tcdrous and hazardous.‘ R

s -

Tt is alfo infifted, that, if Ireiand is permrtted

‘to fend the produce of -Africa and America .in-

to England, the will I underfell the Britith’ mer-
chants ; becaule, having a right to fend her ma-
nufactures to the Colonies, and being able to
make them up cheaper than England the will

be abl e, by e*cchancrmg them for Golony prou .

duce, to underfell England

If thlS is true, why does not Ireland now a=

vail herfclf of the advantage? as {he can at this
trrne fend her manufa&urcs to Afrrca and Ame-

rica, ‘and can ‘bring back directly to Great Bri- |
" fain all their produce, which has been plainly
7 {hewn to be her cheape{’c way of doing it. It

, however, perfe&ly well known, that the

anhﬂl manufaltures meet the Irith in their |
own markets, loaded with freights, dutres, n-

furance, and commrﬁion, it 1equ1res, therefore,
0t much argument to prove that they will have
10 great advantage of us in thofc of America oOf

~the

| ( v ) |
the Weft Indies*. There does not occur a {fine
gle reafon for fuppofing that Ireland will be a-

ble to procure the produce of the Weft Indies

on' better “terms than Great Britain ; but there
are fo_me_obvrous ones to prove the contrary.

The eﬁates in the 1ﬂands are ovvned a]rnoﬁ:
excluﬁvely by perfons in this country, or having
conne&ions here; the Englith merchants. have
advanced Jarge fums on many of them, which
either. fecuires or induces the produce to bé

brought here : Great Britain is in poffeflion of

the Who‘le, ;Ajfrican:t’radeg -which muft of ‘vneCef%‘
fity give: her a decided fuperiority in her com-~

--merce with the Weft Indies; the has alfo other.
~ confiderable advantages, among which may be
reckoned a numerouys ﬂuppmg, with the confe~

quent, cheapnefs of freights ; —the large capltals |
of her merchants, and great Wealth diffufed
o - i through

% This was argued by Lord North, in‘ 1779, who ufed
almoft the fame words: ¢ It could hardly be expe&ed that
« Ireland ‘would be able to rival Great Britain at Foreign
s¢ Markets, .when, after the expence of land carriage, freight,
s infurance, &c. fhe isable to underfell Ireland in her own

markets, on the very fpot, though alded by the advantage
% of low Wages and taxeés.’

144

??arhameutaty Debates, 1799, vol. XVI p. 177,'
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{ 20 )
tlirough the count;y-»—»—t‘xe long credits fhe ‘is
thereby ‘enabled to give, and the affortments fhe

~is enabled 9 make up for car"ees, in ‘which- the
is aflifted by~ ‘her ‘monopoly -of the - Faft India
trade;-——thele reafons will account for the prices

of fugar 'and rum being often as low in Great
Britain as in the'places of growch ‘whichinduces
Ireland to perchafe here upon credit, rather than
in theiflands. - The fiate of 'the expoxtatlon of

Weft India ploduce from Great Britain to. Ire=

lana in 1774 (prevmus to the fmalleﬁ interrup=
ion of our: commerce),. and of 1*‘1portat10n into.

reland from Great Britain :in 1784, together

with a com?arauve account -of ‘the 1mp01ts and
exports of rum “and fugar into and from ‘Eng-~
Jand for two yeals, ‘ending ‘at ' Chriftmas 1764,

“and at ‘Chriftmas 1783, will: prove this<more
forcibly than any arguments, ‘when it is- confi-

dered that Treland has now been near fix years-
in full poﬁeﬁion of a direct trad¢ to the Colom
n1e° *,

3 \“ Expol Led from England to Ireland, » . T
in 1774, of Sugar . 172,406 th,

; Impmted into Ireland from Dnglc}nd,

B 1784, of Sugar

V Exported from I'.ngland to Ireland,

; m 7% QfRum

160,082 Cws:. R

363,82; Gallons
‘ Importe:i

‘ EER R The

(21 )
| - The advantages before enumerated muft ne-

ceffarily facilitate the purchafe of produce in the

here, as well as fecure a- certam market for it
When 1t axnves.

‘Tﬁ‘e*Tri{h rﬁerch'aritf who trades to the Weft
Indies muft, on the other- hand, bu}’ Produce

there, either with: his outward-bound cargo,
which will not buy more than half a one home;
or with bills, for which he muft pay a comrmf-
fion to obtam mdorfements.
R - Under
. kmpmted into Treland from: England,-
i. ¥ m 1784, of Rum' - _,
.- Imports into Great Britain. -

R\lms , s 1754, o 1 689,805 Gallons '
‘i . » ) o I'783’ 1 8_85:4@7 Gallons
~Bugar;’ 17645 : '1,435,22; Cwt,
. - .1783, - 1,498,860 Cwis
. ¢ . Exports from Great Britain. o
o R'um, 1764 747,730 Gallons

1783, ‘1,380,257 Gallons® =
o Bugary 1764, ' 164,228 Cwt,
| oo w8 120,077 G

Thé Trifh a'ccoimts& of .i:mp:c;liat;i(;h',‘viri? i784,‘ differ from,
‘the Engh{h ezports in' that year, which muPc be owing to
thexr/bemg made up to different periods. -

P ——

Iflands, or-obtain the confignment being made

P D P g

9442479 Gallons _;.}
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- Under thefe c1rcumﬂances, is it hkcly that

‘ Ileland will {upply her own confumption of fu-

gars, rum, &e. much lefs fend any of thofear=
ticles hereP Admitting, however, fuch a poffi-

b1hty to exift, what grounds of apprehenfion

can there be of her {upplying that of Great

Brltam from. her ftores, under all the difadvan-
‘tagc;s\ already ‘enumerated, of double . freight,

double infdrance,‘ treble Cuftom-houfe: fees, in--

ere{’c of money, wafte, commlﬂion, ﬁoxage,

\&c. &e?

-

It has been m’gdd by fome perfons, that the
admiffion of ‘the colony produce through Ire-
land will afford means to:the merchants: of. that

country, for a {peculation Whlch may be preju~-
dicial to thlS.

In anfwer to which, little more
18 neceﬁ"aly than to’ appeal to the mefchants
here, whether a fpeculatlon by a diref impor=
tation, - made {feldom but- from neceﬁity, ane

{wers once in 4 hundred times. If the profpe&

~as to advanced prlce was, however, ‘more flat-

termg by keepmg the commodities with a view

to it; let it be remembered that fugar and rum,
the. puncxpal artlcles, are ‘both of a pen!habl@

nature, and that the lofs of quannty 18 certam,
fhough thc nfc of the ‘priceis doubtful. :Great
: Bmam

(23 )

Brfitaiﬁ‘ndt only fupplies herfelf with ‘this article

and with tobacco now, but conftantly exports

Jarge quantities for the fupply of other market‘s'..
~If then the Britith market is fupplied with more

than {ufficient for its owﬂbbnfumpfion, how is

Ireland to fpeculate upon the opening that mar-~

B kes except for the purpofe off fending in fuch

produce to be re-exported to fome other country;

.where Ireland can at this day fend it direcly;
“and have that profit which fhe would transfer
to England by fcndmg it through her me=

dium P

We are not, however, without means of for-
ming a pofitive.. judgment on-this fubjet. Cot-
ton wool, which is not fubje& toinjury or-wafte
by keeping, is a confiderable article of . pmduce

" in our colonies, and has: long been importable
from Treland into this country, furnithes a firong

inftance that the [rith will not be induced to try
the f{peculation' fo much apprehended. ' The
prices of it have ﬂu&uated within thefe four

“years from fourteen pence to three fhillings and

fix pence per pound ; of courfe the temptation

auft be greater to fpeculate in it than any other N
article 5 and yet not a {ingle bag has ever been
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expor ted from Ileland but, onthé contrary, ous’
export to that country has mcreafed

‘The danger of mtroduclng forergn fugars»
throurrh Ireland Hhas alfo been much infifted on,
and it has very much alarmed the minds of the
“Weft India’ plantero -and :merchants, who are
not within a pofibility of bemg aﬁ'e&ed by thefe
regulauons, as fuch danger is not certainly in-
creafed by them..

mtroducmg foreign fugars into this country. is
through our own Iflands ; the traders there pro-
cure them, with confiderable difficulty it is true,
in {mall quantities from the French ; but, -when:

they get them on fhore,. they obtain the neceflary

documents with great eafe to entitle them to ob-

tain certificates from the Cuftom-houfes, under

which they.can  juft as well fhip them for this

kingdom as for lreland. * An _effeCtual remedy

may, however, be fuggefted fot that evil, which,
it is hoped, the wifdom of Parliament may adopt.

" 'The importation of foreign colony produce is
as 'ﬁriﬁly. prohi‘bi‘ted‘ in lreland as here; and the

. YE=

% In the year 1774, we exported to Ireland cotton wool of

" the Britifh Plantation 510 pounds, and in 1784 we cxpor rted

14,253 1b,

e e e T

Many of thefe gentlemen
~know - perfectly well, that. the prxncxpal rifk of

( 25 )
revenue bufinefs is conducted with as much'a%

bility and attention there as in this, or probably
any other country : Why then are we to appre=

‘hend the introdu&@ion of - foreign fugars from

thence, when it"is quite as much their intereft
to prevent. fraudulent 1mp01tauon of fuch pro-
duce as it is. ours 2.

If however, any man can poﬁibly f’trll fup-—

'pofe, after all that has been faid, that there is a |

danger of forewn fugar being c]andeﬁmely in-

troduced into Ireland ; let him confider What a.

| :home confumption, beﬁdes the chance of a fo- -

Teign export\, they have to fmuggle for, before
“they can find any advantage in fending them to
this country ; and then he muft confefs.we can

have nothmg to apprehend on that {core,. even |

in- ages to COIIIC.

Te ’has been érgued by two late Minifters, now

“happily united in their fentiments, that the moft

dangerous - part of the whole fy[’cem is the in-

trufting' the care of the Navigation Laws to the

Irith; who, they fay, will be inattentive in thc

~ execution of - them, and erl even countenance

perpetual vxolatlons of them. = If' there is any
thing - in. the argument 1t comes very il fxom

the m
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them, who, by the a&s of the 20th G. Il c,
10. and the 22d G. 1IL c. 53. put much more
in the power of the Irifh, with refpe& to the
general navigation of the empire, than is now

‘!pro.pofed : Th!e'ﬁrf’c a& left “the trade ‘between

Africa andv_}\_merica, anyd‘I"reland,,,e’ntircly;unde,r

the care of the revenue officers there, which be-

- fore that was dependent upon this country ; and
" the laft-mentioned act made Ireland ,pcrfe&ly

,indepen’deﬁt of all our laws :in{‘rgg‘u\ati‘ng;.het

trade with every foreign country. No proof
has ever been offered of the relaxation of the

‘Cuftom-houfe, laws in Ireland ; and very little

‘was hazarded in the preceding affertion, that .

. - . 7 | R N
‘they are quite as, well executed there as here.

! There _rema.in_s then n_othing‘, m_drf: in this part
of the {yftem to tval;e“ notice of, but the argus-
ments of the Irifh being able to navigate cheap-
_er than this country, ‘Von account of the low

V ,pri‘ceé of provifions thﬁfC'; the anfwer to which

is, that they are to be bought in London in fuf-
ficient quantities toO viGual merchant {hips,
clieaper even than in the Iiifh ports.  But fup~-
pofing {inall parcels of provifions to be bought

. fo much cheaper at Cork or Waterford than in

London, as whole cargoes may, a fhip of 300

tons, -

i'g,,

( 27 )

tons, carrying 20 men, would then be victualled
for a nine months voyage to the Weft Indies for

40 or go fhillings lefs at thofe ports than here. |
It will not, however, be denied, that even in

that cafe the other a'rtic_;j"lés ‘required in the out~
fit of a thip will be procured here to fo much

better an advantage- than in Ireland, as to coun- 4
terbalance the difference in the prices of provi-.

7 Thefe are the reafons WBiCh_ ha\"re‘induce&"
one who has confidered the: fubjé&,long"a‘nd

‘,‘atf.te.mix{'ely to be perfuaded that the fears and
prejudices of thofe who imagine, that the pfoé-#

pofed arrangement will enable Ireland to un-

‘derfell Great Britain, are without foundation ;
. . . ) 9

that fuch conceflion- can make no difference in

any article of the produce of Eurepe; thatits ’

operation muft be confined to the produce of

Africa and America ; that it can make no alte~

ration in ,thedvire&, ‘trade which Ireland may

- now carry.on between the Colonies and Great
~ Britain, with ‘evcry' advantage fthe will have

after fuch cqnce{ﬁon ; that the ohly t’hingj the

| 'willy lggin,, wmv’be a liberty of fending the pro-
~ duce of the Colonies into Great Britain by a
circnitous way, and loaded with' much greater

?
q
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expence than fhe can now fend them ; and that

of courfe fuch liberty cannot give hera better

opportumty than fhe has at prefent, of under-

Aelling G‘xeat Brltam in her own market 1 m thefe

articles. - With refpe&. to the markets of the
reﬁ of the ‘'world, - no alteratlon is made ; that
pomt will remaxn Juﬁ vvhere it did.

It is 1mpo{ﬁble to difmifs the fub_]e& ofthe Na-
vigation A& without remar king, that, under

that A&, Ireland was on the fame footing with
.Subfequent laws, . paﬁ'ed foon after,
impofed the firft reftraints on her, Whmh are

accounted for by contemporary erters, as ori~
ginating in a jealoufy of the growing power of

the- then Duke of Ormond, Others have ﬁnce

been added from a narrow policy ; but it will

furely be vvlfe to 1emove the whole when it can

- be proved to demonﬁrahon that this country
“cannot fuﬂ'er nnterlally by fo doing.

The Iu{h ‘mve mdeed always. comended that
the fame- mterpretatxon fhonld be had of the

Navxgauon A& in both countries and have in-

fifted upon that more earnef’dy ﬁnce the pafling
“of Mr Yelverton’s A&'in 178 which provides,
_that no Britith Ads (hall be of fonce in Ireland '

but fuch as 1mp0fe equal re{’tramts, and gwe e=

qual

I
§
¥
i

(29 )

qual . advantages to both kingdoms ; but that.

point 1s not here infifted on, becaufe it is wifh-

ed the prefent propofals for a ﬁnal fettlement.*
“thould ﬁand or fall accordmg to. theu‘ own me«i
CTitS,

‘The fecond part of thxs fy{’cem relates to artw
cles which are the native growth produce, or

manufaure of Great Britain or Ireland and‘

it is defired by Ireland, that fhe may. have a li-
berty. of exporting to Great Britain every fpecies
of fuch-goods which Great Britain can e'scport
to Ireland, and upon the fame termq. '

At this-day every fpecies of goods and ma-
‘nufadures, whether the produce of Great Bri«

~ tain or any other part of Europe, or of Afia,

Africa, or America, ~which can be - legally

brought intoGreat Britain, or by her laws be |

e‘(ported from thence, may, by the laws of
Ireland, be imported. into that kingdom ;. and
fuch has been the attention of Ireland to Great

Britain, that, wherever fhe has laid heavy duties

upon any article, which could be produced
in Great Britain, the hasalmoft always excepted,

from thofe duties fuch artlclee, 1f the produce

or manufa&.ure of this country. " But the fame

conduét has not been puxfued heze ; for there

are
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‘are fome fpemes of goods; the manufm&ure of

Ireland which are aé‘tua]]y prOhlblth from be-

ing xmported into this country, and other Apecies

Wh1ch are vutually ‘prohibited by heavy dutxes

Let us therefore conﬁder, how a mutual inter-
courfe may be eﬁabh{hed,upon a footing of equa-
hty ; and what m_]ury is to be expe&ed there-

from to England

The goods, &c. now pl‘Ohlblted to be b1ought'

* from Ireland are, befides the produce of Africa .
" and Amerlca,raheady takeo notice ofm the firft

part, certain manufadures of Ireland.

. The way to.put things upon an equal fdoting

" is, firft, to explain the Navigation A& to mean '

the fame in both countries, notwithftanding
fubfequent laws in either country - impofing re-
firaints on Ireland ; to take away all prohibi-
tions in both countries, and to eftablithequal du-
ties and drawbacks upon the fame articles in
each, except where an excife or other internal
duty exifts upon any article in either country ;
in which cafe an additional 1mport duty, equal to
the exc1fe, fhould be 1mpofed upon- fuch artxcle°

Theterms of equalzty as to dutles may be fet-

| ded either by unportmg rec1procally W1thout any -
dutxes,

{ 31 )

duties, or by payment of the duties now pay;

able in Great Britain, or by payment of thofe
now. payable in. heland or of fuch equal and

1cafonable duties as may - be fettled on each
article ,' ora genelal principle may be. adopted'
by. reducing the dutles in each country to the

loweft duty payab]e upon each article in elther

country, except in the cafe. above excepted

Thl$ laﬁ is the mode propofed and appears to “

be the ﬁureﬁ of all

3 T.hc-imponing,. without duties would not an-

) fwer, becaufe it would deftroy a very large pro-
portion of the Irith revenue, and would check

the progrefs of the infant manufadtures, as well
as endanger the removal of fome of the mote
eftablifhed ones, in both countries ; nor would
the importing invafiably, either upon. theoEng-
lith or the lrith duties, anfwer, becaufe- what
would fuit the one country might ‘not the other;
but each kingdom noutu‘alklyv','en(:()'uraging, the
manufaCures of the other, by importing them
at the loweft duties, 'eo.nﬁﬁentwith the exiftence

~of them in the weaker country, appears to be
the moft conciliating and the faireft principle:
that can be adopted; for it appears that fuch. du- .
| | oty
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ty will be in geneud about L. 10 per cent.; and

it feems to be unwife in cither country to apply
* ‘their capital and their indufiry to any manufac-
.ture, which; when brought to perfeéhon, can be

~underfold to the other, paymg a duty of L.'10

~

per cent. fubje& to’ the various expences which

muft neceﬁ'arlly occur in’ the fendlng fuch ma~

nufadtures to market from-the one country to
the other ; becaufe the fame quantity .of labour,

‘»mduﬁry, and capual applxed to {fome other ma-

aufaGure, would produce more profit. England

and Ireland ought to be confidered in this refpec

as two diftin& parts of the fame kmgdom, it
would be unwife in London to attempt a manu-

facture which York could underfell her -in by

L. 10 per cent. in her own market: Why then

{hould England or Ireland attempt fuch a thmg?

Thls bemg t'he intention of the fecond part
of the fyﬁem, let us fee how it may affe& Great

A, Brifain ;” and this will beft appear from a:confi-

deration of the articles now prohibited. ~ Upon

the extent of this lift, and the naturé of the ar-

ticles of which it conﬁﬂzs, depends the Whole of
thlS queﬁlon. s

P s e
7

(33 )
There are three fpecies of proh1b1t10n now
exifting : The firft is that which arifes from the

conftruction of the Navigation A& ; the fecond.
arifing from a@ual prohibitions laid upon par-
‘tlcular articles of manuﬁ&ule, and the third,
virtual prohibitions upen certam ar ticles by means

of heavy dutles,
The ﬁrﬁ have been'éiready difcﬁﬂ‘e‘dé. |

The artxcles prohxblted b‘y laW to be 1mpoited
from Ireland are;

- Wrought filks,
Silk ftockings,

- Silk gloves and mxtts.
Leather gloves.
Lace, fringe, and embroiderys:
Works of copper or brafs,

The produce and manufa&ures of Ireland vma

" tua ]y prohlblted by dauties, are,

All manner of woollen eloth,
Stuffs of all forts, made of, or mixed with
- wool.
" Sugars refined.
' ‘.‘B‘eer"of all forts.
~Gotton. maquf’a&ure‘sd\ (o
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Linen and cotton mixed.
N Li‘nen, printed.
v | :CQt‘ton' ftockings. , o
., vy;Thread ftockings. R .
Hops. B Lo
Leather manufa&ulesa
" Candles of taltow.
Stareh, and
“Soap.

The only article of any confequence in the
firft fpecies is filks, one in which, it is appre-
hended, England cannot be in much ‘danger
from the rivalthip of Ireland. |

'The price of labour in thts manufa&ure bears

{o fmall a proportlon to the firft coft of the raw

materials, that whoever has the raw matenal
cheapeft will have the advantage. England has
- a Levant trade, Wthh Ireland has not, and has

the monopoly of India filk, infomuch that Ire-

fand now takes her raw filk almof’c entn’ely from:
‘ England

In Ireland, the great bulk of the filk’ manu-

factured is made into plain {flight goods, “hand-~ .
kerchxefs, filks for cloaks, lute{’crmgs, &, an&

33t

(35 )
s thofe kind of goods the lTabour Dbears a pro-
portion of onein eighit to the’ raw matetial ; and
in the fineft kinds there made, fiich as damafks,
flowered filk, &e. three to eiglit; fo that the ar-
gument which is relied on in other cafes, viz.
the danger to England from thie cheapnefs of la-

dbour in Ireland, Wlll not hold good in the ﬁﬂ\:
manufa&ure. o |

The firlt’ aiticle” which prefents 1tfe1f in the
third" fpecxes is theé Woollen manufa&urc, ‘the’
great article of _)ealoufy in this country |

“Tt“would bé'too tedious to enter into a fd‘ll in-
veftigation of all that relates to it here, The re-

~ port‘from the commlttee of Puvy Counul pre=-

fented to the’ Houfe of Commons, contains a
complete ﬂatement of jt as far as Engl and-is’
concerned ; it will from thence evidently appear,
that’ this country has no reafon to fear, or be
jealous -of Ireland, in'refped to the Woollén
manufadiure. Let us, therefore, confider the
. ’ {tate

* Mr Burke, in 1779, faid, it was f'or the mteleﬂ: of Great

Bntam to throw open even the Woollen trade to Ireland ;-

and, if it was not done now voluntarxly, the French would
foon obhge us to doit.
Pallxamentary Debates, 1779, vol. xii. p. 178,

i LT T D TR e TN S T S TR A e A SR S

o
.
i
)
!
iy
ay
Wl
i
i
|
.
i




- g 5, F e ENRET O e e P e S eSS
e ey 3 VoAt Nt T o T e .

o e e S e e s e e

( 36 )

kﬁ_ate of it in Ireland: The; quantity of wool

‘there .is, for various caufes, but particularly

owing to the great increafe of inhabitants, and
improvement of the country, fo decreafed, that

the has not.now Wool enough of her own to
fupp her own market ; if, therefore, the {hould:

export any part of her Wool manufa@culed into

fuch goods as the may be able toﬂ_v}voxk up cheap-.

er than England, the confequence muft be, that
the muft import an equal quantity of finer Wool-
len goods to fupply their place, which ihe can
nnport only ﬂom Great Brltam.: o

In conﬁdermd this fubje@, it muft be always

3ecolle€ted that the Woollen trade is one that l
limits 1tfelf thdt there is a certain line beyond -
“which there is a natuml 1mpoﬂih111ty of going,

7iz. the quantity pf Wool which is grown.

To,fec how this flands, we nced only.ob~
ferve, that all the wool grown in Ireland is ei= =
ther confumed at home, or exported either

raw, or in fome ftage of manufadture. That
swhich is conlumed at ‘wme is out of the que-
”Ucmo ;

 The

Treland in:two years was,

| Of Worf’ced ydrn erz 17821, . 83821 .8,

d The quantity O;f_:Qld\}a yoert b

( '37_ )

- The - quantity of raw,qul ex‘portediﬁfrom?

- L Stone. lbs..,
ln 1782 aE 2965 4
1783 ;4;\_,206,3.,,; 101

Dbaysyarn: 5 108 871788 0 - 06677 0 e
' naoYardse oo e
drapery impomed 1782400362824 1

cinto.Ireland - ) 17830 l:f,”f;3:74;18.7'1 At
And: of new drapery 1‘782 = 54"‘73:36;::;:: vy
2! /8 KRR 4.2,041.~5:-, :'1;.- Pl

Now 1f the who e of the raw WOOl and ba};”
yarn: exported from. Ireland was manufa&uredf; |

] into ultlmate pexfe@uon, it Would not fupply the:;

quantity imported ;. fo that if Ireland fhould ex- .

port more of her wool completely. manufa,&u.»:-‘!
§ red than fhe does at prefent, .fhe ‘muft allb__; im=
§ port a greater quantity of woollen manufadures ;
1 from England to fupply fuch e*cpmt |

It muft likewife be obfeived that all the clo.;

§ thing wool. of Ireland is worked:-up at;home, .
§ and confumed_;there ; and  yet fhe imports
375,871 yards’of old drapery from England:;
4 he, therefore, cannot decreafe in this import 5

becaufe,




{39 )

| riods.are thofe when there happened any mates="

{38 )

becaule, ‘if fhe éxports: any of that which the § ral change.

}

now confumes of her.own; fhe muft mcleafe,- -
All, there- | An accompt of the quantity of wool and wool="

len and bay yarn. exported from Ireland,-on

| . andinoti decreafe, her importation.
R - fore, that>fhe could’ doy would be to work up

%

?

i

i

|
ket own' wool andibay yarn, which fhe now i an average of four years to 17/8” and in e~

|

i

-

exports; - 4nd by that mean§ Ié‘fféﬁ"‘t'hé‘qiia‘ntitY~‘ very year fince.

‘ of fuch\j‘pecies of wiobllens ab that can be work- | . " Years. Stonesat 18lb.
} ; ed up into'y but, as all the clothing wool ‘gfown § Avelage on 4 years to . 1703 361491
§ 18 already Worked Lup s into] old: drapexy, ‘that ditto  to 1714 238379%
% . which is ‘CXpQrted could only be made into new § ditto  to 1729 132398
‘l ' dlaper‘y .. the. lofs té - England < would' therefore: ; - ditto to : 1778' 162336
.); o be in thefew drapery;, which is the cheap ftuffs; § Export in year ending 1779 104817
P and the valuable part of the trade, which is the | S 1780  8vo4§5
old dlapery, would ftill remain to her. - By fta- . . . 1781 82961

tmg that the': valuable part would: remain;, it 1s‘;j - ' Y 1782 86786

utended only 1o exprefs thatthe old-drapery ‘is - § | ',1‘78‘5, | 6874&

more! valuable than the new ;
‘being: valued: at 14 s. the other about 2. 6:d.;

conféquently 371,871 yards of .old drapery: is

- of more value than 420,4.x 5 yards of new. -

The following aacompts Wﬂl fhow how the

‘proportional confumpnon of Irith wool:has: in- |

créafedat home, fo as to. leffen the export and

mbieafe the 1mport of “manufa&ures, obferving

@ﬂly that- the average is four: yeals and the pe~
- B . . riods

- the~ old draperyi

f fone o 68,7.40.

Flom this account it appears, that the expou

| of wool and woollen and bay yarn has been
| gradually decreafing from the beginning of the

century,and that it is now reduced from 361,49%
It remains, then, only to ftate
accounts, to- {how that the Irifh importation of
the woollen manufadture has increafed as faft as
its exportation of the raw material has decrea=
fed. - -
An




s D e A R ) RO

cadnBun bat

R

B e e oot

e AT
o e AT AR S ANTS
e

oo et
kil

I

s

()

-An-account of the quantity of old and new

drapery on the fame averages, and at the fame
periods,

“Average on four. ~ old drap. new drap.
" years ending ' 1703 15490 27821
~ditto 1714 . 10927 25719

- ditto 1729 24855 47846
- ditto - 1778 332750 653835
Import in the S
o -)‘;éarsfending' 1779 "176”1'96, 270837
E 1780 64346 159428
u78t 326578 433108
1782 362824 547336
1783 371871

420415

~Thefe accounts prove, that, as the export of §

Ireland decreafed, the import mc1 cafed ; which

certainly’ afcertains either the great increafe of §

home: confumptiod, and the- decreafe of WooI

~or, at leaft, that the quantity 'of wool did not
increafe in the famie proportion that the num:be:.

of inhabitants and the confumption did.

If it thould be uléed'that the ftate ‘héié giv‘én‘ ~

-fhows clearly the advantage which Great Bri- §

tain has reaped from the piefent fyftem, and §
the §

- going ﬁatements, it is'evident,

‘fb )

the danger of changing it ; let it be confidered,

as a truth very generally admltted, that Ileland} |

w:ll find an infinite difficulty in mcreaﬁng the
breed of her fheep, from which, and the before-
that little is to
be feared by England on account of the rival-
ﬂllp amﬁng from the manufadure of the natxve
Iuih wool. ‘

It may be aﬂced, 1f Ixe]and cannot lmpnrt

Spanith wool on as eafy terms as England and

in England whether {he cannot work it fo much

as labour is to be had fo much lower there than -

cheaper, as to rival England in that branch of
the manufa&nre Wthh depends upon Spamih |

*wool ?

The anfwer to which is, that Ir‘-eland ha-s not

that, inflead of rivalling Fngland in a f01elgn
market, fhe has not been able to keep her ground
in her own.- -

The Du'blin Society, in vthe"y'e.ar 1772, éﬁa-

blithed a woollen warchoufe in Dyblin, to which

F ' ' they

“been able, with all the encouragements which
‘have been given to the manufactures, to get for-
‘ward in this branch of the woollen' trade, fo.

e e e
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* for it all expences of houfe-rent,
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( 42 )

they gave the benefit of a retail trade, and paid
fhopkeepers,
&,c.the propnetors of the cloth fellmg for 1eady
money only No greater encouracrement could

well be O‘IVCH ‘to any infant trade, and it has -

been pex{evexed in for twelve years, durmg which
‘iifne £hé vfaleu have been nine parts in ten of fu-
perfine cloths ; and yet the 1mp01tat10n of Spa~
mih wool has not uurea.fed beyond what it was
{orty or hfty years ago, as will appear from the
following account of the quantlty of Spamfh

wool mlported into Ixeland upon an average of
| e}cven years, to t}'e fo}lowmg perlods |

| | CWE
Awerage upon 11 years ending 1739 461
. Do. 1750 523
- Do. 1761 443
~ Do. 1772 330
ipag 1783

“The aveiarre ot 1 z vears is take'l, becaufe
1 hat was the Full penod of the exxﬁence of the
eneomagemmt of the Dublin Society, for which

EEES

the gabhc accounts of :mport could be had

-F’? om,

e

( 43 )
From this account it will appedr; that the vé=
vy great encouragement given in the laft perlo(i

of 11 years has not been able to mcreafe, muchv

lefs eftablith that trade; for the quantlty of Spa-—

nith wool 1mported betweeni 40 and 50 years

ago was equal to, and -betweeii 30 atid 40 years
ago fuperior to, the quantity now ‘imported 3

~und, were it not for the agreemient for thé non=

importation from England, which took place int
Ireland in the end of the year 1779, the laft pe=

- riod would have fallen far thort of any of the -

others. ~ This agreement caufed fpeculatlom to
be made; and, in eonfequence, the 1mportauon
in the two following years greatly exceeded the
common average, and"then fell agaln in the two
fucceedmg years greatly below itj to “fhow

which; the following account of the import of

'%pam{h wool into Ireland in the following years

will be fatisfactory:

Cwt.
Fn the year 1780- 952
C 1781 1716
1782 76
ig8y a6z
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- ges over Ireland in this branch of the woollen
for, befides the circumftance of

( 24 )

Even' of this quantity imported upon fpecum |
}atlon, there was exported to England, as ap=
pears by our Cuﬁom-—houfe books, in the year

Cwt.

1780 156
1781 678
';782 12 ;
1783 6

Great Britain has very confiderable advanta-

manufaure ;

Spanifh wool being much cheaper here than in
Ireland *, there is a confiderable quantity of

Englifth wool, the growth of Hcrefo_rdﬂnre and
Suflex, that is nearly equal to, or anfwers to be
- mixed with, Spanifh wool ;
‘wool, which is the beft, fells at from 2s. 4d. to

the Herefordfhire

2s..6d. a pound ; the wools of the South Downs

in Suffex, which are the next in degree, and are
mixed VVIth Spanifh, fell from 1s. 8d. 1o 28, a

‘ pound

*T hepr'efér\lt price there is unklerﬂfééd to be more than:

four hillings 2 pound for the beft ;

are two 'fhillings and three pence, to three fhillings. and

nine pence ; nine-tenths of the quantity ufed in this coun~
try is of a fort which fells from three {hillings and twer -
pence to three fhillings and nine pence.

the prices here

(a5 )

po'und‘. This circumiftance alone would give a

| decided advantage to England in the manufac=

ture of fine cloths.  Befides, the wools of Shrop~

fhire, Surrey, part of Somerfetthire, and fome

. of the fine foreft wools in various ‘parts of this

kingdom, which are nearly equal in quahty to
the Suffex, fell’ for about 1s. 8d. a pound, and-

anf{wer to- ml,\ with bpam{h wool for the fecond

priced fine cloths There are alfo feveral other
places ‘'which produce fine wools in England ;
whereas there is not a ftone of 'WOdl?gi'éws n
Ireland which will anfwer the purpofe of ma=
king cloths worth more than eight fhillings a
yard, ~And 1t s to be further confidered, that
the materials for dyeing, which are the produce
of the Eaft Indie‘;, the Brazils, Africa, and the’
Weft Indies, are at prefent, and are hke]y o

| COntmue cheaper here than in Irdand

‘From thefe circumftances, it may be judged .
how far England has reafon to be jealous of Ire~

'land in this brarnch of trade, or indeed how far

it is worth the while of Ireland to purfue this . .
manufalure, by turning her {mall capital to a
trade, the firft material of which is foreign, and
ls in i?alu'e more than L. 6o per_ cent. of the
manufadture. A yard of broad cloth requires
' two
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two poundsafld a»half~of'48paniﬂ1 wool, Which
_isnow 4 s. per pound in Ireland, thatis, 1o,
for the wool a yard, which yard, to find fale in §
~ a foreign mc.rket muft be fold for 16s.; and |

’

for the payment of . even this fum, time muft be

given, fo that it would be twelve months before
a return would be made.

Dutch who have money at L. 3 _per cent. ;

with the Flemings, who have it at L. 4 w1th
- the French WhO have labour in their Southern |
~ Provinces as cheap as Ireland, and who, as well |
have wool and oil cheaper than |

as the Dutch,

" the can have them ; in many parts of which |

*countries the manufa&ture flill exifts,

Tt would havé ‘b'e,en ﬁiperﬁhous to have ens

larged {o much upon the woollen branch, if the |
ex&mination ‘before the Privy Council had 2
chance of being univerfally read, becaufe the |

,manufa&mero themfelves exprefs hardly any

apprehenfions.  Thofe who fpoke with the leaft
- gertainty of there, being nothing to fear from |
.Jreland, clofed their evidence with the following |
bout being uvalled by |

© anfwer ‘to a queflion
| ' |  that

| ,‘auﬁng from their ﬂ{lll and’ induftry.’
She would indeed § is ﬁated in their own words, to do juftice to fo
have other. rivals to contend with in foreign |

markets  for this branch of trade ;' with the :

that country : © At prefent we fhould not fear a
Lompetltloﬂ. - We cannot {peak to fUturity‘,
s but we hope the Englith manufadturer will ‘
¢ have teO much hberahty of fentiment, to wifh
tto deprive the Irith of any fair and equal ad-
¢ yantage, in WOlklng up their own materials,

Thls

generous - a feelmg ~The fame fpirit has been

! dlfcoverable in different degrees, i in the evidence

| glven by other - manufa@tuxers. The obferva~
tion made by Dr Adam Smith, refpe&mg the
~avidity. of our gzeat manufalturers, has not been -

juftified by the prefent inquiry. The Do&or is
as ]i'Et}e inclined as moft writers, to impute im-
proper motzves to others; but it is certain that
thofe who know the Britith manufaé‘curers beft,
will not accufe them of felfi{h monvesﬁ or narm
row prejudlces, ' o

‘ Reﬁned fugar is the next on the lift, The
raw material being the produce of the Weft In-
dies, obfervation has been already made on What‘.
occurred refpeQing it ;- it is neceflary only to

- add, that while Ire]and imported raw fugar at

15, 8d. a hundxed and England at 5s. 6d. the’
was able to fupply a conﬁderable part of the

con-

I a7 oo
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- ¢onfumption of Ireland in refined fugar, and tg

underfell het in her own market, after paying

_ t mars after paying
the expences of the carriage to' Ireland, anda
dury of 12s. per hundred. How then is Irelaﬁd

~to fend refined fugar to England, when fhe pays

a duty now equal to that paid in hngland upon

the raw material, and certainly buys it at ag

high, if not an higher, price ¢ The Irith duty, |

however, on . that ~article, thch ‘will probably

Iegulate the future ~duty here, . rnuﬁ, in any e-
vent, afford fufficient protealon to the refiners
here, even againft foreign fugars manufadtured
in the country, v S

With refpect. to beer, Ii'elaiid, (::aﬁn-o‘if:} contend
VVlth Iing]and |
confumpuon from hngland and, to make her

She imports an eighth of . her

beft malt liquors, fhe has imported yearly, upon
an average of the laft feven years, 38,539 quar-

ters of malt, and 17,145 hundred weight of

ilbps.
England in a manufa&ure, the raw materials of

which fhe imports from her, and one of which

)’-

the always mult commue to do *  For hops,

Ireland

N

* Irifh mah mu(t ever be mfenor to Enghfh, on account of

zhe wef feafons.

She cannot, then, furely, ‘contend with

Ileland muft depend upon us :

(49 )
She cannot grow
them'; nor has fhe a proper ¢ hmate for faving

‘them : The feafon for picking them is geﬂexally

ramy there ; and they have no Wood fox poles,

The cotton manufaé’cule, mcludm@ cotton,

. and linen mxxcd with cotton, and cotton ftock-

ings, has been ﬁated as an 1mportant one.

Th_ié, is in its infancyf in Ireland,'an‘d it is dif-
ficult to fdy any- thing'_ concexjning it.

It has been argued, that, as Ireland can have

the raw matenal upon the. fame terms as Eng-
~land, and has labour fo much cheaper, fhe will

probab y be able to undex fell Encland even m»

'her own malket. L

heland can certainly get any quantlty of cot-

“ton, but whether on the. fame terms as bng]md

has not been afccuamed on aCf‘ount of the

prices havmg ﬂu&uated fo much. Tt mufl be

“confefled, that, in genexal lab@ur is cheaper in
Ireland than in England but it does not melow

irom thence, that any manufa&ure can be car-

Tied through its fevcral gradatmns to perfe&xon’
1n Eng md for'dl- .

fheeqfr in heland th
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o e T S TR T
RN T e




(50 3y

,though labour may ‘be cheapcr in fone part of

the procefs, it is aCtually dearer in others. Ih
many inftances, the rude part of the proceﬁ, is

. certamly cheapeL 1n Ireland but the finer parts,
and Whatever depends on art or ma(,hmery, ig-

chpaper in hngland The pro‘g,xcfs of the wool-
len manufaé‘cure is a ﬁr1kmg wﬁunce of thlS

for raw Wool is much higher in price in Irel and |
“than in Lnoland owing to the high price and

great demand -for her bay yarn here, becaule
the labour of the fpmner, and the price of the
wool in Ileland added together/is not {o high

~as i England *; large quantities of bay- -yarn

are therefore fent. over from Leland and fold
for more money than it would produce at home,
This yarn is loaded with heavy expences 3 it is

fpun in various parts of Ireland, from whence--

it is carned to Dublin and Cork
riage ; it is charged there with ftorage, package,

commiflion to the' exporter, poft-charges, . cu-

ftom-houfe fees, gpfura}ncg,ﬂ freights, and four-

 pence

* Thisi 1s accounted f'or by the Irxﬂl yarn bemg partlcu]ah

\ ly adapted for the warp of certain manutaétures to mix with

Englith yarn, and that Ireland cannot get Engh{h yarn for
their weft, as well as by the {pinning being done by peri’ons
in Ireland, who could earn ~nothing in any. other way, and

_’arc content thh very tm‘hng gams,

'

by land-car-

its landing in Lngland

t0 a demon{’(rauon

{51 0)

pence a flone for licence of exportation : Upon

1t has mof’c of thofe

‘charges to pay a fecond- time ; a new calnage
o Manchel’cel, to Yorkthire, to Norwich; or

wherever it is to be worked up ; when manu-

- fa@ured, it muft pay a third carriage to Ireland,

with frewht commlﬁion, ftorage, port chawes,
fees, poﬁage, m{uxancé ‘&ec. with an. 1mpoﬂ du-

-ty there of hv:pence a yald upon old, and two-
pence. a yard upon new drapely, ‘with an addi-

tion- of 1. per.cent. on that 1mport "And yet,

with all thofe expences, I‘ngland underfells Ire-

land, in her own market in thofe artlcles ma-
11ufa<°cured with her own yarn 3 Whl(.h ihews

procefs, by fome meéarns, Enwland manufa&ures
mitich (,heapex than Ireland | | |

1£ it s feared that Ircland will underfell Great

* Britain in her own market; it muft be obferved

in anfwer, that, of the various {pecies of articles
made of cotton, none are rated but fuftians,
janes, millians, and. bar milhans

of thefe only
the two Mirft aze‘now known ; that all other

fpecies are new inventions {ince the AQs of Cu-~
: ﬁoms and Excife, and muft pay 1o l. per cent,

upon thelr real valuc, with the expence of con-
| | veyance

that in fome ﬁeps of the

1
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'*veyzmce from . Ixehnd

-'bcu s undgr many dlfadvantages.

“With refpeét to the
Weft Inchan and Afvxcan markets, they are al-

’ 1LaJy open to the cotton *nanufa&:ures of - Ire-~

land.
,‘_«nch e1ther of cotton or li-.
nens, can be in no grear dangel, becau;e the du-

The plmtmo

:ty of 101 ;Dc’) cenz‘ ad valarem in add: uon to

the one for, equalnmg our Lxcnfe dutles,' will

: af”md a {uﬁnuent prote&mn. , -

In the m “nufa&mmg OL Iedthers, leand la-
She ufes fo-
reign bar L m tanning at great e\peme {he pays,
howeve1 no. L cxfe ‘on the altlcle, and her

WOlkmens wages are 10v"er than hcre but what

is defired is only the. hoerty of fendmg thlb ma- |

nufacture into  Great Bntam, as fhe can now

'fcnd it every whele elfe : and in commb ~here |
it muﬁ pay an nnpmt duty, beﬁdes one equal B

to our L\cxfe, vvhxcn muﬁ afford a fufﬁcxedt fe-
curity, when the hwh c,narocs of : tanning are
confidered. |

Starch cannot be manufadtured fo cheap in
Irleand as in England : the raw material is dea-

rer, and Ireland has no advantage.

- - 'TalloW:

§ cife will be. unpofed upon the importation of the |

tares of this country ;. the duty on the 1mpor=

~tion of 1 iron, to the fame rate-as the Bntxi‘n, or

( 53 )
TaHoW ufed . in making. candles and foap is
cextam]y cheaper 1 m Ireland than here; but our
manufa&vrels can and do now import much of

that raw, matenal and dutles eqml o our. ex—

mcles themfelves
hon 15 an nnportant brancn of the manufac-s

tation of the raw materials mto Great Bntam is
10 s. lmfh ; Whlch oucaﬁoned a .ﬁl{pulatx on Wlth
the Irith when they were admxtted to a dlreﬂ; ]
txade with the Qolomes, more than ﬁve years asro,
that they fhould xmpofe a duty of L.3:3: LI
pel ton, on all manufaé‘cured iron u{portcd to
thofe. Co]omcs.,’, They have ﬁnce complal ed.
of this as uneqzial alledcrmg, that much of. thc
iron. manuf&&ures fent to, the Colonies nom
this countryis. madc of native iron, paying no
duty. The In{h have, however, iron ore alfo
of their own,: e will, t»selefore, be neceffary'
they {hould mcxeﬁfe the duty ‘on the importa-~

equalizing duties ‘muft be 1mp0fed on Irith ma-
nufaé"uucd 1r0n 1mp01ted mto thlo country B

\V 1t1"
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Wzth regard to corn, ‘and’ other gram Tre.

;}and deflirés nothmg mote than the reciprocal

preferénce given by her to Great Britain by the

4& of the 1aft feffion there. The fourth Refo~

Tution does not. affect the quef’uon, the point
muft be arranged, therefore, Aeparately. If the
prices ftated in. the above mentioned alt are not
found advifeable for'this country to adopt thele
can be no dlﬁ‘iculty in altermg them. :

- *We‘-have thus 'go’ﬁ‘e" through thé fe‘ireral At
ticles moft likely to be 1mmed1ate1y'aﬁ'e&ed by
.[the 1ef01ut10ns if ‘adopted in both .countries :

Thofe who with for more partlcular 1nforma=

tion refpe@ung the poﬁi e effe& they may have'
‘:on feveral branches of our manufa&ules not e

numerated here, muft be referred to the Report

“of the Committee of Counc11 and the examman
tions of the manufa&urers themfelves ﬂnnexed

thereto, It remains, therefore, on]y to obferve,
that, in retum for the equahty of trade, Ireland

not on]y agrees to fecure to thlS countly a mo- ‘ 'f' )

nopo]y of confumpnon “but to aflift us in mp-
porting the general éxpence of the empire ; by
applying the fmplus of her heredltaiy revente,

~above its prefent produce, to naval fervices, the
' particulars of which may be afcertained and fix-

ed

oss )

ed by | the bill to be pafled in that country fm
appropriating it.  The flighteft attention to thak
artjcles which compofe that revenue will {how, _
that it is utterly impoffible for the tr ade, manu-
fa&:ures, or populatlon of Ixe and to mcreafe,
Wlthout -2 proportional augmentation of that
revenue in ‘particular, The two countries will

' then, under the plopofed fyﬁem, be united in.

the ﬁrongeﬁ bonds of mutual advantage They

| will hexeaftel have - one common intereft ;. and

all ground of future difputes, jealoufies, and a=
mmoﬁtles, will be prevented. - The. Rei’olum@ns
are fuch as Great- Britain may agree to conﬁ-— -
flent with her honour, and with perfec fafety
to the intereft of both kingdoms. Let us not,
then, by denying to accede to them, drive Ire-

land into a&s of violence, and 1’1}7 ourfelves

Uncer the neceﬁty of adoptmg meafures which
may, perhaps, u]txmately texmmate, not in a

“nominal, but an actual feparation of both king-

doms, by forcmg them into different interefts,
as rivals and competitors for the advantages to
be derived ﬁ@m trade and commerce, which -
will be fo much better fecured to us by a free
and hberaI intercourfe,

!
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It is a duty every man owes: hlS countxy to
“look attentively and ferlouﬂy to our prefent fi-
,tuauon. A former Minifter, in: opening his
;propoﬁnon refpe&mg the Colony trade with |
Ireland, ftated, what he W1Il not .now - deny, |
“ That, as the fuperlucmtzan of all the commerce
¢ wwith Ireland, Tet it arife from the profit of
¢¢ which branch. of trade it mlght, would ne-
.« ceflarily centre in the feat of empire; if not
“ the whole, at leaft much the greater part;
. and might well be e{hmated as forminga
% part of the accumulatmg Wealth of Great ;
. Bntam, G e |
FI N.. T G




