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RESOLUTIONS of the COMMITTEE of ASSOCIATION
.. FOR THE '
COUNTY or Y ORK,

At their Meetings held on the 3d and 4th Days of January, 1781.

" YORK TAVERN, Jan. 3, 1781.
, P R E § E N T, A
At 2 MEETING of the COMMITTEE of ASSOCIATION,

Rev. Mr. Wyvill, Chairman
The Earl of Effingham

Sir George Strickland

Sir James Norcliffe "

Mr. H. Duncombe
Rev. Mr. Mafon
Mr. Hildyard

Mr. Chaloner

Rev. Mr. Zouch | |

General Hale

Mr. Morritt

Mr. Strickland

The Dean of York
Mr. Tooker

Mr, St. A. Ward
Rev. Mr. Robinfon
Mr H. Ofbaldefton
Lieut. Col. Thornton
Mr. Grimfton '
Mr. Marriott

~ Mr. Dalton
* Mr. Cradock

Mr. T. Weddell
Mr. Dring
Mr. Croft
Mr. Croft, jun,

Mr. Edmunds

Me. St. Quintin,

_ Rev. Mr. Preﬂ:o;i

Mr. Dixon
Mr. Hayes

Mr. Elfley
Sir John Legard

Mr. P. Milnes

Mr. R. S. Milnes
Rev. Fred. Dodfworth
Rev. Mr. Wilkinfon
Mr. Place

M. Stansfield

Mr. Wolrich

Dr. Swainfton

Mr. Comber

Mr. Walker

Mr. Walker, jun.
Mr. John Milnes

.Mr. Maude

Mr. Courtney

Mr. Shore

Rev. Mr. Cayley
Mr. R. Wilfon
Rev. Mr. Bourne
Mr. Wentworth

Yy Mr. Withers -

Mr. Sykes ‘

Rev. Mr. Lawfon

Mr. Yeorke ] eleéted this
Mr. Battle } Day
Sir William Milner
Mr. H. Thompfon
Mrt. Garforth

Mr. Hill :

REesorvep,
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ReEesorveDp, That the following Moembers be added to this Coma.

mittee s, . o ,
o JohnYorke, Efq; of Riclimond"
Thomas Fenwick, Efg; of Burrow
‘Rev. Chaﬂes'Da]téh, of Hawk{well:
_ ~ Willis, Efq;. of Sedbergh
‘Rev. Mr. Gawthorpe, of Sedbergh-
William Bat.tle, Efg; of Welton..

~ Resorvep, That three Deputies be appointed to attend ip:

London, to communicate with the Delegates of other petitioning

or aflociated Bodies; on the Means of.carrying into Effeé the O,

je&ts of their Petitions or Affociations,

ResoLvep, ”Th"a-t.vthe‘ Rev. Chriﬁophetfwyvilf; : Samuel -Shore,
Efq; and Sir James Norcliffe, Bart. be nominated and appointed
Deputies for the feveral Purpofes before-mentioned: .~

ResorLvep, That a Cbpy ofi,t:he following Inﬁru'menfjbf No-
mination, with Inftrucions to: the above-named’ Deputies, be:
tranfmitted by the Clerk. to each Deputy, ' ' :

" Seethe F orur of this Ifﬁxmﬂeﬂz‘, 2. 6.

RESOLVED, That-«the-following Addrefs from this Committee
to the Electors of Great-Britain, be printed and publithed as the
A& of this Committee s and that Copies thereof, and of the In-
fiructions to the.Deputies, be tranfmitted to the Chairmen of the
feveral petitioning and affociated Bodies in this Kingdom.

- See the Addrefs, p. 9.

Resorven, That thé-T‘hanks of this: Committee be given to.
the Rev. Mr. Wywill,, for drawing up the foregoing Addrefs. . .

RES()‘LV’Eb‘,'V That the Thanks of this Committee be given: to
David Hartley, Efg; for his unwearied and difinterefted Services

i
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in the Public Caufe; aad alfo. their parsicular Acknowledgments

- for his Addrefs to this Committee, 'dated,k;}gil‘i::is Day.

Resorvep, That this Committeec be adjourned till To-mor-
row Morning at Ten o'Clock.
‘ €. WYVILL, Chairman,

YORK TAVERN, Jan. 4, 1781,

At the adjourn’d Meeting of the CoMMITTEE of ASSOCIATION,

- The Rev. Mi. WY VILL in the Chair,.

Resorven, That tlie Thanks of this Committee Be given  to
the Armed Aflociation of this City, for their refolute and well-
timed Exertions in S,Lipport: of the Laws of their Country, and
the Peace and Safety of the City, during the wanton and unpro-
voked Riots which immediately followed the laft Elé&io’n_foy’ flig

REsoLVED, That'D‘évid'Hé'rt‘ley, Efg; be requefted to permit
this-Committee to publith his cxcellent Addrefs to them, dated

Jan. 3, 1781,

- Resorvep, That if M. Hartley thall give his Permifiion to

this Committee to publith his Addrefs, Copies thereof be imme-
diately tranfmitted, with ‘@h:ir’R’ecommenda;ion', ta the other pé=
titioning and affociated Bodies tliroughou;' the Kingdam,” :

REesoLveDp, That this. Committee be adjourned till Wednef-

day the gth Day of May next; at Ten in the Forenoon..

€ WYVILL, Chairman,

INSTRU-
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INSTR'UM‘ENT
Appoin.ting»DEPUTms, with ‘I,nf’c'ru&ions from the CoMMIi*TEE
of AssociATIoN for the County of York, to meet and de-
liberate with Deputies from other Counties, Cities and Bo-
roughs, &c. and, in Concurrence with them, to take the moft
effectual Meafures, confiftent with Law and the Conftitution,
to promote the Objets of that Affociation. Dated at York,
,January 3, 1781. , v

T HE Committee of Aflociation having been impowered by a

General Meeting of the County of York, held on the 28th
of March, 1780, to take fuch legal and conftitutional Meafures
as to them fhall appear moft expedient for promoting the Objects
of the Aflociation adopted by that Aflembly, doth nominate and
appoint you the Rev. Chriftopher Wyvill, Samuel Shore, Efg;
and Sir James Norcliffe, Bart. to be their Deputies, with full
Power, on the zoth Day of February next, or as foon after as
cOnVeniently may be, to meet in London or Weftminfter, and to
confer with fuch Perfons as may attend the propofed Meet-
ing of Deputies, who fhall have received Authority for that Purs
pofe from any County, City, or Borough within this Kingdom,
or from any Committee appointed by the fame. ‘

And this Compmittee doth hereby impower and dire&t you the
faid Chriftopher Wyvill, Samuel Shore, and Sir James Norcliffe
to act on the Part and Behalf of this Committee, in fuch Matters,
and in fuch Manner as in this Inftrument are fpecified or allowed,

and in no other Matter or Manner.

You thall concur with the Deputies from other Counties, Cities,

and Boroughs, &c. or the Majority of them, inany proper Applica-
- tion to Parliament, during the Continuance of your deputed Au-
thority, for correcting the grofs Abufes in the Expenditure of
Public Money, and for reducing the increafed and increafing In-
fluence of the Crown, which ought to be diminifhed, provided
the Redrefs of Grievances, propofed as the Object of fuch Appli-
cation, fhall be equivalent to the Oeconomical Reform requeﬁcd

by

|
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by the Petition of this County to the laft Parliament, And when

this important Meafure for correcting public Profu’ﬁonv,‘ and re=
ducing the undue Influence of' the Crown, fhall have been taken:’
into Confideration, and in fome competent Degree advanced, you:
fhall alfo move the Deputies aforefaid to confider the 'e‘xtr.emeiln-a--
equality in the Parliamentary Reprefentation of this. Ifmgdom;,;
and to endeavour, in the prefent Seflion, by Bill, by Pemmn,zo:: by-
any other advifable Mode of applying to Parliament, to- (-)bifal.nvw
more adequate Reprefentation of the People, By the Introdp&mn
of at leaft One Hundred additional Caunty Members; without-
which neceffary Counterpoize to the numerous Reprefentatives of.
venal, hereditary, or otherwife unduly influenced Boroughs, no:
la{’cin:g or effetual Check can be given to the baneful Progrefs of:
Corruption, now manifeftly tending to. the Ruin. of our happy
Conftitution.. ' ‘ .

And this Committee confidering;. according to the Principles of:

- the Aflociation,. that material Advantage wonld. moré clearly re-

fult to the Conftitution, if the Duration of Parliament were fhorten=.
ed, when a.more frugal Management of the Public ’Pf’ufvfe,.‘a Re-
duGion of the undue Influence of the Crown,: and a more equal:
Reprefentation of the People have taken Place ;.,ar;d n‘c;.:ﬁ eXp.éé}in'g;
that Abufes, profitable to Individuals, however injurious to the:
Community,.-can be corrected without. many: D'iﬁi‘c‘ulltics an‘d;
much laborious Exertion, will-not pofitively direct you the faid De~
puties to:move the Concurrence of the othcp Deputies, in a farther
Application te fhorten the Duration of Parliament to ‘a Term:
not exceeding three Years; but fully confiding in your. Judgment: -
and Fidelity to the Public Caufe, commits to your Diferetion to-
determine according to the aGual Circumftances which may arife-
in the' Coutfe of your Conference, whether fuch Motion may be:
prudent and, advifable, or premature and inconvenient at prefent,,
and fit to be poftponed to a future Seflion of Parliament; and. to,
act therein accordingly.

And this Committee; anxious to guard’ againft every Attempt:
to mifreprefent. their Views of public Reformation, by peaceful
and legal Means, and wifhing to obviate Imputations injurious
to the intended general Deputation, by which the juft and ne-

' ' ceflary
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ceflary Purpofe of that Aflembly may be defamed and finally de.
feated, doth hereby moft ftri¢tly require you the faid Deputies,
to confine your Propofitions in the general Meeting of Deputies,
to the Reform fpecified in this Inftrument, or to Regulations by
plain and neceflary  Conneétion immediately dependent upon
them. '

And this Committee doth moft exprefsly require you the faid
Deputies to promote the feveral Objects of public Reformation,
fignified in this Infirument, to the beft of your Judgment, and
to the utmoft of your Power, by orderly Means alone, by dutiful
Application to Parliament, or by fuch other prudgntizt.l .Meafures
as may be perfectly confiftent with Law and the Conftitution.

‘And if any farther Regulations for reftoring the Conftity-
tion fhall be fuggefted by the Deputies of any other County or
City, &c. this Committee not being empowered itfelf, and there-
fore unable to empower their Deputies to accede to any Refolu-
‘tion concerning fuch new Propofal, doth hereby aathorife and
require two or more of you the faid Deputies, in fuch Cafe, to call
an extraordinéljy Meeting of this Committee, giving a fufficient
Notice thereof in the public Papers, and to report fuch new Pro-
pofition to the Committee, in order that the Propriety of callin
a County Meeting to confult the general Body of F reeholders on
the Subject may be duly confidered.

Laftly, This Committee doth refolve, that the Authority hereby

given to you the faid Deputies thall ceafe and determine on the
firft of May, 1781 ; and doth require, that at the next Meeting of
the Committee, after the Expiration of this Auvthority, a Report

" of the Proceedings of the General Meeting of Deputies be laid
by you before the Committee, :

" THE
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But it may be expected that much Mifreprefentation and artfu
geltion will be employed by the Obfiructors of “Reformation,

) T H B i
A D D R E .85 S
: OF THE .
COMMITTEE of ASSOCIATION for the COUNTY of YORE,
‘ TO TH‘E'k
ELECTORS of the COUNTIES, CITIES, and BOROUGHS"
N WITHIN
‘The KINGDOM of GREAT-BRITAIN.

AFTER much difpaffionate Refletion on the multiplied
_ Grievance: of our Country, on the Necefﬁty of fome fube
flantial Redrefs, and the moft prudent mode of attempting to ob-
tain it, the Committee of Yorkfhire -have appointed the Rev,
ChriﬁopherWyvill, Samuel Shore, Efg; and Sir James Norcliffe,
Bart. their Deputies, with full Power to meet and deliberate with
Deputies from other Counties, Cities, and Boroughs, and in Con-
currence with them to take the moft effectual Meafures, confiftent
with Law and the Conftitution, to promote that political Reform
which. the County of York has affociated to {upport,

The Committee aré perfectly fatisfied that fuch Deputation s
ftrictly legal, and confonant with every Principle of the Conftitu- -

is a fundamentél‘Right of the Britith. People ; and the Exercife of

. that Right, in any Mode which is prohibited by no pofitive Sta-

tute, cannot be unlawful. ILet it be acknowledged then, that
this Deputation is an uncommon Appointment ; uncommon Dif-
trefs has called it forth; and when new Dangers arife to Public
Liberty, new Modes of Defence, adapted to refift the Attack, are -
not only juftifiable, but abfolutely neceflary for its Prefervation,
The Truth of this Obfervation will hardly be contefted by thofe,
who, underﬁanding the Nature and Value of Civil Liberty, have the
Spirit to-fupport it, by a firenuous Exertion of their legal Powers,

1Su g-
to
calumniate

B 2
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ealumniate the Conunittee, and by exciting groundlefs Apprehen-
fions of Innovation, and hazardous Oppofition to Government, to.
alienate the great Body of independent Electors from the Public
Caufe. It is not only thought expedient, therefore, to fubmit to
~ general Infpeion the Inftructions of the Committee to their De-

puties ; - but alfo to ftate, in a full and explicit Manner, their

Views of Public Reformation, and the Motives of their political
Condu¢t for prometing that important Work. Whether their
Interpofition for that Purpofe be proper or feafonable; whether
the Means of Redrefs they have propofed be practicable and pru-
dent ;. whether the End. itfelf be juft and neceflary; thefe are
Queftions in, which they feel themfelves. too deeply concerned, to
pronounce their Opinion. To the Judgment of their Country-
men they appeal : To the Decifion of Men of Candour, Modera-
tion, and upright Intentions to‘the Public: they chearfully fubmit
their Conduét; with fuch-Men they fincerely wifh to co-operate;
and from their Approbation-and Concurrence they derive their only

Hope, . that' the Progrefs of Co‘rruption‘ may yet be checked by
pacific Means, and the Parliament of this Country may be reﬁ‘a-, :

ﬁeduin» fome Degree to-the Purity of its original Inftitution..

During the Reigns of the four Princes of the Houf€ of’ Stuart,
frequent Attempts were made, by thofe weak but ambitious Mo-
narchs, to overturn the Conftitution, to abolith. Parliaments, and

to affume by Force an unlimited and defpotic- Autherity. Suc-

ceeding Princes, warned by the repeated Mifearriages: and final
Ruin of that Family, at the Revolution,. feem to have adopted

a milder but not lefs dangerous Mode of Attack. From that"

Period,. inftead of violent Ufurpation, aad declared Hoftility to
Parliaments, it has been. the prevailing Policy of Government to.
employ the Arts of Seducion, and. by creating a corrupt Depen=
dence in thofe Affenblies, virtually. to emancipate the Crown
from all.Controul. For almoft a Century Corraption, with. few
Exceptions,, ‘and fhort, very thort Intetruptions,. has been the
avowed - Principle of our Govermment. The Tendency of this
fatal Syftem has long been feen and. deplored by the wife and:
virtuous Part of the Community. But while the Reftoration of

the Stuart Line was an Event within any Degree of Probability,
- : : ' the

the. Rctu.nq of undifguifed Defpotifm.was the immediate- Dan er,
-aga;,r;ﬂ: which the growing influence of the Crown Wasall;nwa%il ;
chg:nfh"eq‘a‘s the only adequate Defence. In later Time-s m th—i"
full Flow .of -national Pride andProfpefity, tb ftem the?Torrent’
of Corruption, had been a vain and uhpréﬁtable Attempt; )

But qow,;by the unfpeakable Infatuation of our. Councils, the -
Scene of natienal Glory is changed; with much. of our'f"o;ei n |
'ljl"{ldC our Na_val Superiority is loft; our American Provinces‘f& :
dz_ﬁ;;ergbc,red from the Empire; and our ancient Foes, aided b ‘o;r‘ '
once friendly Ally, ‘and encouraged : by alr-no'[’c‘ever); othér»E{xrof; |
pean Power, are proudly. infulting over this wretched Country.
At home, Agriculture and Manufactures decline, ‘as the Loird
‘f)f ‘Taxes and our public Debts increafe ; the-national Subftance
is watting faft away by the Profufion of Expence in this -raﬂmacd ‘
unfortuna"te War; and the Influence of the Crown fed by th‘r‘l
very Prodxgality, and increafed in full Proportion to. it ii’ .
ffzvqln to 2. moft alarming Magnitude. ,The-.Syﬁcmuof;Corfuow
flon,has reached to. its Maturity; and the Crifis of 6u‘r Coﬁntp-
is at length arrived. The Amputation of that ‘poifonousdemoury’ :
the Excrefcence of our vitiated: Conftitution, muft, thereforé br, '
refolved on, or political Diffolution muft {oon ‘be:the unavoid’ablz‘- :

, Con&qgengq.

| Wigh e}n.Al.ternatiyef like this before. them, fhe-Choi-ce-é £
Frggmgpqs foon. determined, The Committee, therefore, to(;{
an early and-an. active Part. in Support. of that Petition to t?) . -

Houfe of Commons, which. was agreed to at a General Meet; .
of thefCoun«ty,_,ofaYotk,,on{- the 3oth~’of?De,cé‘mber, ‘1779, ;Eg

- which was foon after prefented: to that Houfe. With great Satif-

‘faéhon they obferved the fingular. Unanimity of fo many Counties
gnd Cor‘pgr,atc‘:qTowns,‘ who hanoured  this fCoiJntyf with: theipr: .
Conc_u;m{;cc in.that Meafure, fupporting. their. ~Pr6poﬁtion"§for a‘nf
Occonomical Reform, and adopting, not u‘nfr‘cquently the Lan- ‘
guage of their Petition.. The.Satisfaion of the Comm”ittee ‘-ar:)l}; ’
?rot frgill 2 fond parental Partiality for their own Producion, but .
t.Om;:t'lc; Jnit.Hope that-Concurrence feemed- to afford, that fo
em Re;a;g,g,@gfggm ». requefted by: the general Voice of.the ;B’eople; >
. C would
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would mot Be folicited in vain from the Reprefentative Aflembly.
But in thefe Expeations, however apparently reafonable,  they
have been miferably difappointed. The inadequate Relief in the

Mode of colleting the public Revenues, with fome official Regu--

lations, which poflibly may be obtained hereafter, by the-dilatory

Operation of a Commiflion of Accounts, is not that Reform

which the People afked, and-had a Right to expe®. The memo-.
table but ineffeual Vote, that the Infuence of the Crown ought

to- be diminifhed, only ferved to- eover that venal' Aflembly with.

cternal Shame. For. not. one fpecific Propofition for diminithing
the enormous Influence of the Crown has been granted ; not one

exorbitant Emolument of Office has been reduced ;: not one Sine-. -
care Place has been abolithed ;. nor a fingle Penfion unmerited‘b};-

public Service ftruck off the Lift. Even the Motion of the ex-.

cellent Reprefentative of Yorkthire, for- the. Produ&ion of that:

Lift, was negatived by.a corrupt:Majority:

The.,Cox:n‘mittec may be thocked, but they-are not diféouragedl,, ‘
by thofe evident Proofs of the Proftitution of that Aflembly,.

On the contrary, they are more fully convinced that' the Abufes.
of Parliament itfelf are become the principal Obje&t of public

Reformation, ‘Among thefe the Inequality in the Reprefentation.

of the People may juftly be pointed out.as the fundamental. Abufs,

The Balance: of our Conftitution had® been wifely placed by
our Forefathers in the Hands of the Counties and- principal Cities:

and Towns; but by theCaprice and-Partiality of our Kings, from. .

Henry VL down to Charles II. it was. gradually withdrawn: from.

them, and: by the Addition. of Two Hundrevaar]i'ament‘ary Bur.— N
gefles, was wholly vefted in the: inferior Boroughs.,  From that

- latter Period, the Mifchiefs of this irregular Exercife of Royal
Authority have been farther increafed by the filent Operation of
Turne. Many unreprefented Towns have rifen into Population;,

Wealth, and Confequence, inthe Kingdom ; many Boroughs have:

funk into Indigence,. or have even. totally difappeared, without a.
Trace of their Exiftence left behind them, except the Privilege:
of nominal Reprefentation. In thefe’ decayed: Boroughs, the
Grown and a fow great. Familigs.notor.io'qﬂyfu._ominate‘Reprcfen‘ta—

‘ ' s tives,,
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tives, who form a clear Majority of the Houfe of Commons. In: .
that Majority a liberal Minifter will ever find a ready Support, -
however ruinous ‘the Meafures of his Adminiftration may be to-
the Liberty and the general Intereft of his Country. The Mem-
bers who reprefent the great Maffes of landed and. commercial
Property, fhall plead.in.vain for. their Conftituents. In the Scale
of Parliamentary. Computation, an inconfiderable Village will ba-
lance a County; and a fhort Lift of Hamlets, where hardly a
Veftige of Population is to be found, will decide againft the ge~
neral Senfe and Withes of the Public. A Parliament eleGted in:
any reafomable Proportion; ‘would- duly reprefent the Senfe, and
act for the Intereft of the whole Community; but from a Senate-
thus unequally arranged, no penal- Laws, no-extérnal. Regula~
tions can exclude Corruption; becaufe in Situations, of no Con-
troul, partial Advantage will ftill.outweigh the public Good. In. .
Royal Innovation. this grofs Abufe in the Reprefentation of the: -
People chiefly originates. From Parliamentary. Authority a pro-
per Counterpoize,. to thefe dependent Boroughs,. muft be reftored
to the Counties and principal Cities, &c. before that Aflembly
can become once more a firm and incorruptible Guardian of the: |
public Weal.. Lo - .

The feptennial Duration of Parliaments' is another manifeft: =
Abufe which calls aloud for Reformation. The Statute enadting:
that Regulation. was not-only ‘a-Contradiction to the Genius of our
Conftitution, it was- a dire&t Infringement.of the. triennial Law,.
under whofe Authority that Houe of Commons then. fat, and had
been eleted. It was an trregular ‘Affamption. of Power, which

the alledged Neceflity of the Times: could hardly excufe; it was =~

profefled to be a temporary Expedient, to guard againft ‘the: Cabals:

of the banithed: Family ;: and- it was reluctantly fubmitted to on” .

that fingle' Account. * But fince the Pretenfions of that Family to
the: Throne have" been: univerfally exploded, the Repeal of the'
feptennial A& is a. Matter of Juftice,” which State Policy no longer:
Short Parliaments are their ancient indubitable Right; they are
alfo neceflary for re-eftablithing that Dependence of the Reprefenta-
tive Afflembly on the Conftituent Body, which it is the peculiar Aim

C2 ’ and

forbids, and which the People have the cleareft. Right to demand.-
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and Advantage of our happy Conflitution to maintajn. A more

equal Reprefentation would reftore the Balance of our. Goverament
to the Bulk of the ElcCors; a thorter Duration’ of Parliaments;
by returning Members more frequently, to be approved or rejected
by their Conftituents, as their Parliamentary Condu®& ‘might de. -

ferve, would ever fecure the Fidelity and Vigilance ot the Reprefen-

- tative Affembly. By ‘a'temperate Reform of Parliiment on’ thef -
Principles, the Syftem of Corruption might be effectually excluded,
and the Enjoyment of our Liberties might be tranfmitted to the

lateft P.ofh:r‘i.ty.‘

Imprefled with thefe Sentiments, the Comr‘ni:t;tee of '\_Yorkfhire

are not difpofed to relax in their pacific Efforts to reftore the Con<
ftitution, becaufc the laft. Houfe of Commons thought fit to reject

the moft material Parts of the Oeconomical Petition. The Ne-

ceflity for .concerting ‘proper Meafures to fupport that Petition,

and alfo to obtain a Retorm in' the principal Parliamentary Abufes, -

only appears more evidently demuntrable. For if the great Cone
ftituent Body requefted that Houfe in vain to correct. grofs and
undenigble -Abufcs; if the Alarm at the rapid-lncreafe of the In-
fluence of the Crown, was at once admitted to be juft and
well founded, and yet every Meafure for the Diminution of it
was rejected with Contempt, that Houfe jultly foifeited the
public Confidence. In that Houfe it is plain our domeftic Com-
plaints haye their F eundation, and without a Reformation of fun-

damental Abufes there, the Interpofition of the People will be

worfe than nugatory.  Declarations of the public Senfe, in aregu-

lar Way, are the ultimate Check of the Conftitution on a corrupt

Parliament, or a tyrannical Adminiftration. But it had been bet-

ter and wifer far if the People, patiently- crouching under the -
Preflure of their Burdens, had never folicited Redrefs, than ify

after the anjuft Reje@ion of their Requeft, they fhould tamely
furrender their Rights, and fink at once into abject Acquiefcence,
The People ought not to interpofe on trivial or light Occafions,
but when great and enormous Abufes call forth their Exertions,
they ought not to interpofe in vain. / : B

It
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Tt is neceffary then, that the colle@ive Senfe of th¢ Public thould
be fupported by the moft efﬁcaciOus Meafures which can be de-
vifed, confiftent with a ftri¢t Obedience to the Regulations of the
Law. For the Syftem of Corruption is an Eftablithment of wide
‘Extent; and the Retainers of that Eftablithment form a numerous
and well-compacted Band, determined to maintain every profitable
Abufe with united Strength. In Oppofition to that mercenary Pha-
lanx, the Efforts .of a few folitary Individuals, or even a few un-
conneéted Cities and Counties, would be too unequal to fucceeds
From the joint Endeavours of ‘the Public a political Deliverance
can only be expected: For this Purpofe general Aflemblies of the
People, frequently repeated, feem to be too operofe a Mode ; to
give due Efficacy to the popular Interpofition, a more compendious
Method of proceeding feems to be advifable ; by which the Friends
«of Reformation may be enabled to a& with F acility and Vigour,
and yet with the full Weight and Authority of the whole col}éé’tivc
Body. —Whether Affociations-in the deveral Diftrics of the King-~
dom, acting by their refpective Committees, and by general
Deputation from -the affociated Bodies be the moft advantageous
Mode of colleting and fupporting the Senfe of the Public, the
Committee of Yorkihire are confcious, it is not their Part 1o de=
cide, but it is a feafible Mode; it is a Mode conformable to Law
and by this Mode they truft, the united Efforts oi independent Men
throughout the Kingdom' will be crowned 'v.'iith-lﬁ'na-l and complete

Succefs.

“T'he Meafures which the Committes with to recoramend, as the
Objeds of this general Deputation,-are, :

. The Prefentment of a Petition to the new Parliament, €qui=
valent-in its Prayer to the Petition of the-County of York. :

2. The Application to Parliament in fuch Modes, and at Tuck
Times as may be approved by the Majority of Deputies, for obtain-
ing at-lcalt One Hundred additional County Members, and for [hort-
ening the Duration of Padiaments to a Ferm not exceeding three
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If the Committee had confined their Deputies to fupport the
Occonomical Petition, withoutattempting to obtain any. Corre@ion
of Parliamentary Abufes, it.is plain their Scheme of Reformation

. would have been a defetive Scheme, - and. in. the prefent Circum-

flances would not have deferved the. national Support.. On the
other Hand,. if they had extended their Plan of Reformation to the
utmoft Stretch which Theory can warrant, they might'h‘ave‘pro;
pofed an efficacious Reform indeed; but it would not have been
attainable. To the zealous Advocates for. annual Parliaments, and
the perfect Equality of Reprefentation, they are moft ready to con-

cede, that thofe Propofitions may be fupported by the ancient Prac~_

tice of the Conftiution, and the genuine Theory of Civil: Liberty.
.,B-'Ut ‘when this Country is in manifeft Danger of: ﬁnking under thas
defpotic Authority, which now tramples on.almoft every. other
European State, it behoves the Friends of the _Conf’citut;ioz.i net to
hazard: the total. Lofs of Liberty,. by aiming at theoretical, but unat-
tainable Perfedtion: . In given Circumftances, that is the moft
eligible Plan of Improvements, which is the beft that can be at-
tained. With the Metropolis and many Counties, thefe Confide-
rations feem.to have had their full Weight, and.by their generous
Affiftance, with the concurrence of. thofe refpectable Counties, .&c.
which have already fupported the Oeconomical Petition, there s

every Reafon to expect that con&ituutidna-liImprovements may be:

obtained, which approach as nearly to a perfe@ Syftem of Reform,
as thie Temper and a&ual Circumftances of the Nation would allow

i -Sf)me excellent. PerfonS,‘ to -whom: the.propofed Plan of Refor-
mation appears unexceptionably proper;. have: yet. objected. to the

Propofition at this Time. Their Concurrence would have been,.

 and ftill would be received with high Refpe& and Gratitude. But

in the prefent Situation. of Diftrefs,. the Committee are clearly con-
vinced, that Procraftination and Indecifion would not be confiftent.
with true political Prudence. For when: can: the Corre@ion. of
Abufes be propofed with fuch Propriety, or fo much Probability of
Succefs, as when' their mifcheivous Confequences are moft feverely

felt? What can induce a corrupt Parliament to. abolith. Corrup-

tion? Not the Weight of Reafon; not the Force of Shame,
but the Authority of the Publicalone. But the fame general Con-
‘ ' eurrence
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carrence of the People, which can reform. the corrupt Expendi~
ture of Public Meney, with equal Eafe can correét thofe Parbamen-

tary “Defe@s, whence that Corruption- originates..- There lies the
‘Root of our domeftic Evils;. and it is .the Duty of the Committee

to point it out, and: to admonifth- their Fellow Citizens,. that no-
thing fhortof a.Parliamentary Reformation. deferves their Interpo-
fition.—Since the Defection of Pulteney from the public Caule,
the Profeflions of political Men have been held in extreme Diftruft;.

- difinterefted. Men have locked. with Unconcern on the Struggles

of contending Parties, and, it' muft be owned, contending Par-
ties have too generally deferved it. The Individuals who forn the
fplendid Exception are few, and they have not-been able much to
diminith the popular Difiruft. Hence the long and unavailing
Struggle of public Men, unfupported by national_Conﬁdencc 5.
hence the Relu&tance of unambitious Men, to embark on any other
Bottom1 than that ftipulated Reform of Parliamentary. Abufes.
The Diftrefs of their Country has, at laft, induced fuch Men to-
make thevirtuous Attempt. Uninfluenced by perfonal Regard, or
partial Confiderations; animated with an honeft Zeal for the Wel--
fare of the Community, they have quitted their private, but in-
dependent Stations, to profecute a full Redrefs of the national
Grievances ; but if a Difpofition thould appear to confine their ge-
nerous Undertaking to the Regulation of a few official Abufes, of’
fecondary Importance in the Scale of Public Affairs, it is impofiible.
to preferve the Support of fuch Men on- thofe Conditions, nor on-
thofe Conditions would this Committee wifth-to preferve it. The
general Good, therefore,. feems to require, that the Correction of:
thofe Abufes in Parliament, which.are the Foundation of our do-
meftic Calamities, be now propofed to the Public, as the proper

and principal Object of. their united.Endeavours. :
Having thus freely ftated’ to- their Countrymen: their Views of
Reformation, and the Motives of their public Condu&, the Com-
mittee truft that the other Counties, Cities, and Boroughs, who
concur in thefe political Sentiments, in- whole or in part, will co-
operate with the intended general Deputation,.by appointing Depu-
ties, with Power to fupport;, in that. Affembly, {uch .of thefe Pro-
D2 pofitions
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pofitions of Reform as they may refpetively approve. By a'long

Train of fatal Mifconduét; the Wealth, the Grandeur, the fuper-
eminent Power of this Empire are, perhaps, irrecoverably loft.
But in the general Wreck, which chreatens the Fortunes of the
Public; their vigorous and timely Tn-erpofition may yet preferve the
LIBERTY and the CONSTILUTION .of BRITAIN.
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