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IN TR OD UC TI ON

ROUSSEAU confessed to Mr Hume, and Mr‘ !
" Hume repeated the conver. satxon to Mr. Burke, .
" that the secret of Wthh he availed hlmself in hrs
writings |to excite ‘the attention of mankind, was
‘. the’ employment of ! paradoxes When a proposr-
| tlon is so expressed as-to bear the appearance of -
v‘absurdxty, but by cer tam reasonipgs and ‘explana-
" tions. is made to assume the semblance of truth, =
- *the mexpeuenced hearers are, in general won- .-
- derfully delighted, give credit to the author.. for
- the . ‘highest. 1ngenu1ty, and . congratulate them-f
: ,.selves on a surprising drscovery ETRE R
When these. paradoxes are - so contrlved as to» SRR
harmomze w1th any prevallmg sentunent or pas—- LR
o -.smn of the tlmes, their. receptwn is so much the”
-more . eager and general ‘Thus, had ‘the para— |
' _‘dox, that commerce is absolutely unproductxve of
. wealth, been recommended to the people of this
~.country 'some years ago, -when ,they were taught v
to trlumph in the ingrease of their- commerce, ‘and '
- o look to it as, ‘the means of 'humbling the revo- -
L j,lutlonary pr ide of France, it ‘would have been the - -
> obJect elther of neglect or. of udfcule._ At pre- ‘L
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S sent when dxfﬁcultres and dangers have. encreased :
. around this commerce, and fears® are abroad that it
v _‘may even be cut off, the new doctrme that we
~ shall not suﬂ‘er by its loss, falls in 50 convenlently
- with our apprehensxons, that it appears’ extremely .
S agreeable and consolatory.. Bemg a doctrme at
- once paradoxical and ﬂattermg, no more is want— S
X mg to render it popular e '
~ Itisto be suSpected however that thrs would i
1ot afford a very safe prmcrple on whlch to re-

~gulate the: great interests  of - the nation. Our o

~114Vy, for- example,' welghty as its ascendancy'

must  be deemed, ‘may now, . when ‘the; whole
~continent of civilized Europe is at: the dlsposal of
its determmed enemy, ‘be- regarded as exposed to
'dangers, greater,,perhaps, than ever threatened
it before. :Could we, in'a ‘moment of despona‘

dency, permit: ourselves to thmk ‘that; like' our

- comimerce, it: might ‘be- rulned by ‘this- enemy,

should our ‘wisdom- consrst in trying to- persuade‘ o
.ourselves that it was of no- value, and that' we

o 'ought to part from it w1thout regret > Ireland o
too; consrdeung the power of the’enemy. who de- ;

sires 'to" attack. it, 4nd ‘the commotions- by whxch' e
it is: agltated w1thm, is’ unquestlonably in greater

o danger of bemg wrested from us at- this’ moment, .
" than at any late penod of. our- hlstory What
then?¥' ‘Should -we’ consider any man as actmg 4
- '.patnotre or prudent. part, who' should labour ta |
j’persuade us that Ireland is: of httle or no. value, B
~and sheuld 1t fall into the hands of: Bonaparte, that,,: -
the loss we: should® ‘sustain’ would . be of httle' o
avarl? We should on the other hand Jom m

o eondemmng his mlsgurded and prepasterous Zealg‘v N
- for however. we. mlght rest assured, that neither
 Ireland, nor. our navy would  be voluntamly, any
amore than : our..-‘commerce, ‘resxcrned to' Bona-
' ‘parte, yet we might . fear that such a doctrine -
~ becoming - popular, would ‘induce our Cabinets =~
~and Parliaments, which are not always led by the o
_wisest men in the nation, ‘to neglect those. es-
-sential mterests more than tney otherwrse would r
o ~have done. - A

. This is prec1sely the danger whxch threatem
,commerce at the present moment, and which ‘is

- he more alarmmg, the greater the drfﬁoultles by
o ,Whloh it is’ surrounded, - and ‘the ‘more ‘delicate -
‘and easrly affected the interests which it mvolves. S
~ .;Agrrculture is. hardy and mdependent, The pow-
ers of the earth, “and the first necessities of .man, = .
‘insure to thxs -a certain - prOSperlty, proportronate” ‘
to the state of" mdustry in the. hation, in spite. of

the neglect, :and "even the dlscouragement of the

]pubhc rulers. But 'should the leglslatnre become
, _mﬂuenced\by a theory hostile to ‘commerce, at-

a time when other circumstances conspire agamst

ity the ‘affairs of . the nation rmght easily receive a~
" turn, which would- soon - termmate her grandeur,‘
I the mlstress of. trade. R _
~The p:opagators of thrs doctrme, whxeh has k
met ‘with a- more . favourable recepnon in' this =~
. 3commelcral country than beforehand one could _
“have easxly imagined, are, as - yet but two, Mr.
B ﬁpence -and.. Mr. Cobbett. ’

. Mr. Spence has wrlttené pamphlet, in whlch

after exhrbxtmg in as; hrgh oolours as: he possxbly “
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N f«k-'can the value Wl’llCh 1§ vulgarly set upon com-
©‘merce’ in’ thls country, ‘he endeavours 16 shiew
f‘,that it wrll certalnly, ot "at’least very probably, k
' be torn from - us . by Bonaparte-f ‘that it" s~

however altogether destltute of v'tlue, and_ -

rrrrrr

- To est'ibhsh these conclusmns Mr. Spence at-, : |
l-tempts to revive the system of the Economzstes, a
- sect of - pohtlcal philosophers: who ‘arose in- France .
"'about the mlddle of the last (‘entury, ancl who,
_ m'Opposrtron to ‘the’ mercantnle doctrme, ‘that. all -
- “wealth “is  derived from’ commerce, or- 1ather a -
- favourable balance of” comme:ce, taught that all.
'r’wealth i§ derwed from land.’ He | pr oposes mdeed

‘a limitation; upon “the ideas of that sect, ‘in one -

‘ ‘partlcular mstanCe, from wlnch however he seems
. 'ivto waver n other parts'of h1s dlSCOlll'SE “but the B
- {mam obJect of the " pamphlet, -
' ‘states, i5 to apply the doctrine of the Economzstes
‘to the’ present crrcumstances of - thxs country
. 'V_!r. Spence appears from hlS pamphlet to” havet

- be a ‘man’ of pretty extenslve readmg in: pOllth’ll

s ‘e’ expressly; o

‘economy. But ‘his - mind Yias not’ been ‘trained -

"in‘the 1001c of enlarged and comprehensxve views.

He does not'judge of an ‘extensive *and comph-

“Tt-is- enough for him ‘to seize

| 'cated sub_]ect from an “exact’ knowledge ‘of all"'l
lits ' parts, of their varxous connections, and rela-
tive 1mportance. ,
- some leading . obJect ‘or -some’ strrkmg relatxon ‘
~.and frem these to draw cenclusxons wrth mge-@
'»'nmty to- the whole..—, O
Mr. Cobbett is an author who deals more in

‘ 01us1ons are. founded

‘ sagacnty

. assertlon than proof' and. the1 efore a wwter who,
N jglves reasons for what . Mr Cobbett aﬁirms, isa
. very: convement coadjutor.
dmgly, to have been charmed thh .the appear-. *
_ and ‘has 1epub-;.,

fllshed the. . pr1nc1pal part. of - that gentleman 5.
‘,Jreasoan‘s, in. hisPolitical Reglster.;

ance of, M1 Spences pamphlet
‘(llSPOSEd ‘to treat with neglect

.His mmd is but
little accustomed to spread odit, 'as it were, befoxe

dtself the 1ntermed1ate ideas on Wthh its con- .
S and the: nature of - the
' f'educatxon Wthh 1t has rece1ved from its - own-‘
K iunalded progress. and- exertions, suﬂimently ac-
-~ counts- for thlS peculxarrty It does not. follow
"‘that his' oplnlons are. not’ founded on.. evidence; -
~and that they do not frequently exhibit much
Tt is often the form, rather than the
- matter, in ‘which he is deficient. |
- pretty dlﬁicult questlons of pohtrcal economy, -
- (those, for example, reSpectmg the corn-trade,) B
‘he has dlscovered a . clearness and justness of
‘thought which but few-of our sc1ent1ﬁc reason-"
- ers have reached ' On a subJect ‘more perverted
-~ at least by passmn, the structure of socxety, hls'_

mind, ‘untainted by theory, or- rather emanci-

‘pated by its own vigour and. honesty from a per~

“* nicious theory Wthh it had imbibed, has serzed;‘ o

+ " the doctrines. of wisdom and prospenty, wnthout”f‘ PO
 the aid of many examples |
patronage of the poor, at a tnne when they are

- He seems, accor-{ e

, Even the_." =

. assertions; of Mr., Cobbett ‘I am. by no means

“He seems to-
form his opmxons more. frequently from a sort. of
'mtultlon, than {from argument

-

Even on some

He has assumed the B
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. -depressed below the place Wthh they have fortu-

. mately’ held in". thls country for a century, and.

. when the- current of our’ pohcy runs to depress o
g ‘them: still farther. At a tlme, too, when: every
. tongue and eVery pen seem for med to adulatxon, R
. j\when nothlng is -popular but ‘praises of men-in
g power, ‘and Whatever - tendency to corruption

may exist. recerves in thls manner: double -encoll~ -
ragement " he has the courage boldly to arraign

‘ ‘the abuses of government and the yices of the '
'great. :Thls is a distinction which, with all- hlS

defects, ‘ranks him. among the most emment of o

s hls countrymen.

Such are the . two authors whose doctrmes X

'respectmg ‘the value of commerce, have at pre- o
| sent attamed no httle celebnty, and’ whose rea-
\ ’sonmgs it will be & prmcxpal part of - our’ busmess,

fin the followmg pages, to examme. b

A

CHAPTER I

Gn zhe Securzty or Insecurzt J qf sze Bntzsﬁ;

Commerce. Y

BOTH of these Ahthors preface thelr 1nqun es;l ‘
~into the value of commerce, by an attempt to -
- persuade us that the commerce of this’ country :
~has become" extremely insecure. ThlS is not;;
exactly ‘the most phllosophxcal course, as'it s
“taking ald from our fears in; support of then",_‘ ,
argument Mr. Spence 1nforms us,* that ¢ the
¢ idea whlch a few years ago would have’ been
€ ]aughed at, that any man could acqu1re the
| ¢ power of shuttmg the Whole ‘continent’ agamst_,';'

¢ our trade, seems now not unhkely to ‘be rea-

- ¢ lized. And ‘M. Cobbett assures us, that the, '
. ‘;soldlel is abroad, and will not return home till he .
. hath acqulred a share of the good thlngs of the
* world.  Op this. pomt ‘those two charapions ap~
: "pear to be’ at varlance. ' The soldier will certainly D
not get possession of any of our good thmgs, by
: shuttmg them out from the Contment and 1f he )

St

. € Bntam Independent of‘ Commerce, p 7. It is necessary

B ’here to remark that-as nearly the whole of the present Tract ,:
o was wutten before  the 3d edxtion ‘of Mr. Spence s parhphlet: -
- appearéd, it is.the 2d edition. always: that is quotcd unlesl,’ :

when thq 3d edmon is; actual]y named.
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“comes xand takes them, we' shall be in danger of ’
, losmg our land as well as our commer ce. - '

A calm and ratlonal view ‘of our c1rcumstances,

'-w1ll _probably soon convince “us’ that neither the -
_ "one bugbear of these- authors, nor- the . other, '
~ ought in the hlghest degree to alarm us; ‘and that
it w1ll be only by our own_ egregious - m1sconduct, e
if we'- suﬂ'er any consrderable -disaster, from the -
S efforts of our’ enemy e1ther to invade us or to
,V’destroy our ; commerce In rewald to. 1nvasxon,;
~ _",the! experlment may be sald to. have been fairly .

,- and to have. fa]led, in the Vast preparatmns

made by bonaparte, and the abandonment of the =
‘ attempt to employ them ThlS ddngex then,
: espemally as it.seems- to have httle mﬂuence at .
~ present, on the publxc feelmgs, we. ma) pass. thh-. .
~put. further notrce. - The experrment of: excludmg -

our commelce 18, now to be tued, and it may be

oyt regarded as a fortunate cncumstance, that it can =
~ be . tried, so. completely When our enemy is
'~thoroughly convmced that nexther hlS mvadmg .

i f'-'nor his. excludmg scheme, can. be made the .in-
',strument of any " serious injury- 1 to us; and when p
. we: ourselves are, convmced that we have nothmg
- elther n peace or: \yar to fear fzom lum, tbe mmds
’of both parties may de01dedly mclme to peace v
©Let us only contemplate - for one moment the‘f

vast extent of \the habltable globe, and conmdrr

“how small in companson is that portron of coast
"’over w‘mch the - sway of Bonaparte ex,tends- and o
we;: sb'lll probably conclude with conSIderable con- o
oo ﬁdence, that in:the: wxde world channels w1ll be :
'ffound for all the commerce, to Wthh thls httle

' 1sland can admmlster., Let us look first at the i
United«' States ' of Amiérica, - To: these, we have .
for-yeifs \sent ‘more goods of British manufacture’
- thanto the’ ‘whole ‘contintent of ~Europe; = The -
vast? dommerce” of thiec West India Islands, next
" comes natumll) in' view; = The immense extent of s
}Portuguese and: Spanlsh Amerlca, whose commu- .
o moatlon with. manufacturmg ‘countries, ‘may in. a
“great’ measure ‘be confined to ourselves; will, not- -
w1thstandmg the' fdlsadvantages under which’ they o
v_labour, furmsh a growing demand for' the. -produce -
_of -iourt mdustry Even' the ‘coasts: of Afrrca, =
 misérableas their eonditionis, ‘ might present to o
,the carefal explore. oometlnng better for.the com- - -
k -modmes whnch he may’ roffer,: than their wretched‘;;
- ‘V;‘populanon. ‘The Cape of Good Hope itself; im< .+
proved l)_Y\BrltlSl’) ‘wisdom ‘and Butlsh caprtal N
opens: a: field' of - bonndless ‘extent.: The vast <
_shores ‘of  the Indian ‘ocean, ‘both" contlnental and
'msular, w1tb their unrlvalled productlons, are: all S
~our own.’ (Whatever the ingenuity of the Indran, o
“the Malay, and " theé Chinese" can produce, or.
. their: various and: productlve soils ‘can yreld, is
“ready to be exchanged for the commodities which =~
o we-can’ supply to the wants of that 1mmense popu«” s
.‘-latlon., BRI LA kg e o

Thxs superﬁmal review ‘can hardly fall to satlsfy

f.‘_.the man, who knows but the outline'of geograph Vs
- that, -while: Butam is. mlstress ‘of “the sea, she
might have scope for a’ boundless .commerce,
o though the ‘whole' continent of . Europe were
- swallowed " -up by an earthquake.» But in regard’ -‘
L to Europe 1tself 1t 1s only to the superﬁcml eye,
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that the power of Bonaparte over our commercn »
o c4n appear 1mpoxtant. - Not to mention the pro-.
- bability that the Baltic, the channel by whicha
| - great part .of our commerce +has for a number
~ rof years found its way into-Europe, will not long
 be shut against us; the very notion of guarding N
. the ‘whole extent of Enropean eoast Arom the,
~mouth of the Elbe to the gulph of Venice, must
- - appear .. ndxcnlous to all men of information and'w |
 reflection. . et any man but con31der the, well
. known fact; that uader the very. eye of the most ~
o ‘nglant Custom House in the. world and- where;._
“an actual cxrmy of ‘Custom_ Hou,se oﬂicers iscon- - -
~ centrated, contraband East India goods. are regu~
o larly. contracted- for -by. the smugglers, ‘o be} :
_ delivered in any house in London, for. 28 per
= cent.: Even Hollands and brandy, which are'not
- the most handy commodities, are currently landed - .+
-in:the Downs, in the. presence: of a British, fleet. |
Witha knowledge of . these - faets, can it be sup= .

posed, that any Bmtlsh gooads which the- Continent

" ‘wants, will ‘not find  their way mto itin spite of ‘f

any regulatlons whichr Bonaparte can: adopt> A

' line of soldiers. regular}y planted from’ one ex- -
~tremity of the coast to another,. from the point

of Jutland to the bottom of the Adrlauc gulph o
/Would not suffice to exclude our commerce,

. An 1mportant fact .i3'to be" consulered,( The |

o populatxon of ‘Great :Britain take no mterest in

the suceess of the smugglers. The. greater. o8
 at least the superior part. condemn the trafﬁc, and o

" yather wish to obstruct it.. _The case is very dif- .
'ferent on. the Contment Even n France, the |

11

':great mass. of the people W1sh for British com=

modltxes, and. condemn the policy which. excludes

- theém. But in what may be called the conquered
a countrles, in Holland for example, and Portugal
~ the interests and the ancient habits of the people

" of all ranks, glve them the strongest - propensny
- to elude, by every possible contrivance, the re-
strictive - policy. of * Bonapazte.,: Where .a whole

' people have the strongest interest-in decelvmg the’

govemment in a case in which it'can be so easily

- ,decewed as .in the: exclusxon of - British- commerce
- from the Continent, we may oonﬂdently conclude
“that the pnbhc. decrees . will be very. mdiﬁ'erently
executed ‘If 25 per cent.ean cover the expence
of. smugglmg in: the, Downs, we may be eertain -
~ that one half of that sum, will be: sufficient to
: ,oover the expence of smuggling Brmsh goods on

the! coasts of Europe. : Even: from this expence

“are. ‘to be deducted- the Custom House dutles
which must haye been’ paid . in the: course of re~
~ gular: entrey, s0 . that in many ,cases Bntugh goods
L W;ll reach - the continental oonsumer, loaded thl}
- . amexpenee of probably not/more than 5 per cent,.
: above what. they lwould have. cost in the way of

regular trade..” But allowmg their jprice to.be en:,

- hdneed . ata’rate wof 10 ‘or 12 per cent., “the de-
- «luetxon which this can occasion - frorn the quantlty
" swhich would .otherwise be ‘sold, cannot, bear a

- verygr eat ploportxon to the gener al amount. of the

~‘extensive, Vamous, and unrwalled tmﬁic of Great
Brxtaln PR PRI e P
’I‘he fact is, the Bntxsh commerde has much

' more to fear from the 1n_)ud1c1ous regulatlons of

RS
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- the. Brltlsh government, than from the decrees of
Bonaparte. ‘The great mstrument of that species .
of traffic,’ whxch must-now:be carrled on with-the =~
" Cortinent,; -are. neutral bottoms. Tt will hot . be |
' ,very chfﬁcult ‘however;, for -our. mrmsters to put: ST
e otit: of the power of the. neutrals to serve us in.
. this® ‘important “capacity. - The: late: orders’ of

 ¢council are of -a nature to’ glve effect to the de-
© . erees of Bonaparte, ‘beyond: any’ ‘thing’ whxch the

' plemtude ‘of ‘his power ‘could achieve. " Instead
~of “thwarting- and - ‘restficting” ‘the' intercourse“of

. neutrals, Britain “ought - studlously to: aﬂrord it
- every: facxhty and accommodation. Wherever a T

neutral vessel obtams ~adm1ttance 1nto ‘a: contl-_

~ nental pmt ‘means ‘are afforded :for . mtzoducmgi
“British - goods._ If the orders: .of |+ the  British
-council -however  serve: “to’ unveil the dngUlSCS, \_

. under which the mneutrals might be enabled to

the mer chants, s0. fertile in: expedlents for eluding

e ‘the restrmtlons on trade, may- be - defeated ——Wei

“may percewe -then, «in ‘the- w1de extent: of -the

‘world, and its 1nnumerable prodnctlons and wants, =
“in our ‘dondinion of ‘the seas,’ ‘and .in-the impo- |

"tence of all’ exclusxve efforts, suﬁicxent securlty

| ommon
~for our commerce, if we:exercise butc th t-
o prudence, ify spite of all external hostlhtles a

| uean be waged agmnst 1tq/

i cover our goods, this important ' resource may:be ,
,. ina great. meastre’ cut -off,-and the ingenuity of

CHAP II

0)2 Land as a SOUFCB qf‘ %dlﬂl' , \

IN the praises. whlch the Economzstes together L
with M. Spence ‘andMr. Cobbett bestow.upon
" land as a source of ‘wealth; absolute]y considered,
J'the 1nte]11gent reader:will not hesitate to join, Of

,_all species - of labour, that - which' is bestowed o

B upon the soil, is in general rewarded by the most .

* abundant product. . :In the présent circumstances

~ -of ‘'the greater part of ‘Europe,: the cultivationof
" the soil ‘not ‘only pays the’ wages of labour, and

the profit  of . stock - employed in .it, ‘the :sole

retarn of other species of mdustry, but overand -
' Aabove this ‘affords a’share of ‘the produce payable -
“as rent to the landlord. - On-this point, therefore,
~ no controversy. strictly exists ; and when the pa-
" trons’ of the agrlcultural theory lament that the
s cabmets and legxslatures of Europe, 1nﬂuenced~ ,
by the ‘ideas .of the mercantile system, have so.
~ often thrown obstructions in the ~way of raral in-
~dustry in- favour of manufactires and. trade, we -
vacknowledge ‘the: Justness of thelr -accusatipns,
- One of the main: objects Wthh the 1mmorta1 "
- Smith’ proposed to ‘himself, was to. unfold the de--
lusions of 'the mercantile. system, by which the
. Apohcy of ‘almost all the governments of Europe :
 was | turned to the encouragement of trade rather A

i e e e S anE st

: : . N i

N




)

1s

: ,--than of agnculture, and a greater shafe of the

industry and capltal of every nation than con51sted

- with its - mterests, was: thus fmcnbly diverted into .
the commeércial channel.
- sound - mqmrer has ‘most f’requently occasion for
 his efforts in exposing the'errors into which both

fgovernments and individuals fall by. the remammg -

. influence of the same theory. " The firm hold in-

. deéd which ' this doctrine yet: mamtams on the

_mninds of .men, forms the principal obstaele to'the

- diffusion, among ‘mankind, -of juster prmcxples of

o polltxcal economy and of government. “Whena |
e system, therefore; ‘is - propagated dlametrlcally‘ N

opposite to‘the Mercantlle, ‘we - might. quietly )

allow - the ‘two theorles ‘to combat one: another;
and trust that the exposure of errors, if not the

establxshment -of truths, would be ‘the | conse= B

quence. ' Unfortunately, ‘however, it is -much |

~ more the propensity of mankind to .run from one

' exttreme into another, than to restini' the wiseand

’ salutary mlddxe, and.a’ b1as to the -errors of thej} )
: agrlcultural system would be. not a whit less pers -
nicious than: a bias to the system whlch it would =~

e Of this indeed we have experimental e
pvoof ds some of the worst regulations which ~ o

~the new legxslators of ‘France: adopted ‘were

'entuely founded upon the system of the |
L‘conomzstes. S v : o

. There is one- consequence of the doctrlne‘ ’
: whlch Messrs. Spence and Cobbett have. embraced |
~ which they seem rather unfairly to have kept out -

of sight. * Theyaddress themselves with great in- -
clustry to the self-mterest of the landholders, and _

supplant

“Even to this hour the

' ‘_Seekmg ia- any other: quartet‘ that portion of the

study 1o wm thexr Suppont by: representmg the N
“landed interést as deeply affected. by the opinions
“They abstain, how-

which they ‘wish- to subVert
ever, from mformmg this: ‘class of their- readers,

that Tand; aCCordmg to ‘their doctrme, is the’ one“, B

and only proper: subJect ‘of ‘taxation. ' ‘This the
~ Economistes taught.
 from them prmclples

It is a lOglcal conclusion

If land be the one - ‘and

only ‘séurceof ‘wealth, the absurdlty is evident. of |

national produce which - is- requn'ed for the necess =

. sities'of ‘the state’; nor can one: smgle argument

~ be used against the exclusive taxation of land,

 whichis not’an argument equally pomted agamst”

the doctrme which  the - agricultural = theorists

. espouSe. It isv shrewdly t0 be suspected that the O
v landholders would- deem’ themseIVes but- httle in~

debted to those gentlemen for the establlshmenl.": '

* of ‘their system, if it was to be fol]owed by this
| practxcal conseqnence

The fact i is, that land in:

this’ country. bears mﬁmtely less than its due pro- ‘o
' “poi‘tlon of taxes, while commerce is loaded with" -

,them. . At the beginning of the last century, and -

previous to that penod the land-ta*{ equalled,’ or

- rather exceeded ‘the whole amount of all the-’ :
-‘\other taxes taken togeu‘ler, How msxgmﬁcant a
i proportxo,n does the land-tax now - bear to the .~
“taxes on consumable commodltles?' The land tax .
_has remained without augmentatxon, while the
- permanent taxes have risen from little more than,

L two millions to, upwards of two and forty millions . -
@ year, and whlle the value of land has rxsen from

R
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s
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i But thrs is very. different . from - saymg that" they ought tos be ’
The- landholders ‘may

. ~“light,.as théy teach, upon . the. ‘landlords. ;

~upon .the growmg produce - of - commerce,
- the_increasing value of land:stood. exempt .The
mtexests, howeVer, of the country at large, the o

» the countxy B B TS U A P R

16

fourteen or. ﬁf'teen yearq pm chase to thxrty years
purchase and- upwards. ‘The, landholders, there~

fore; . have - Jittle foundatron for.: complalnmg, S

though the. pohcy of the country has frequently.
appeared to favom mercantile rather. than agrical-
- taral: mdustry By their, superxor 1nﬂuence in the -
Ieglshture, they have taken care

eerned » by throwmg the burthen'of . the.: taxes
"whlle

- interests of the middling. and industrious classes,
have thus suﬂ'ered in two ways.. . They have suf-
fered by ‘sustaining an. -undue proportion . of the
“taxes; and they have suﬁ“ered by: the dlmmutron
.of: the annual pxoduce of the. Tand. and labom of

* Mr Spence, ‘m a new pass'age 1nsexted in hns 3d edtt (

p 20, does at last state it as a: consequernice of hls doctrme,{ ‘

<’that all taxcs howeve1 ‘levied, -in the end fall. upon the sml

nnmedxately levied upon the soil,
vexy quretly allow . you to say. ‘that - the taxes fall upon them,
as long as you make them Zzglzt upon others. Mr. ‘Spence
is' ‘even accommodatmg enough to say’’ that the coxollary
of ‘the - Economistes is wrong, ‘and that ‘taxes ought ‘not to
It s ‘matter’ of T
regret he dld not give .ud. ms _reasons ; for 1 can dlscover

_none whu,h are not as stroncr “against the theory as agamst o
Unfontunately‘ however, all that “Mr. Spence ‘
atfor ds us on thle score is the following ;— I{easons, 5ays he, S

the cor ollaly

(Ib\d p- 41; > 42,) ¢ hleh it.is nnpraotlcablc in this. plan to

- By

\

to repay ‘them- -
"selves, . as far ‘as their personal. 1nterests were con- . -

5

L8 adduce, render 1t doubtfnl whether a dlrect land- tax would" .

S ’

. MR Spence, w1th a view to mtroduce accuracyi
irito’ hlS 11‘1quiry, presents us heaf the cominénce- o
* “ment ‘of his pamphlet’ with a deﬁmtlon of ‘the -~
© “terinst Wealth and Prosperlty
il hly necessary, for- whiile our 1deas waver oh
- this ‘point, all otit- reasonmgs, respectmg “the
. wéalth and pr ospetity of nations, must by ¢ corise-
- qeence be uncertaii anid decertful
- utiost” 1mportance, therefore, i the examma-, '

Thrs Was mdeed ,

----

~ tion of Mr. Spences doctr’mes, to ascertain - the .
.. precision or 1naecuracy of his definition of wealth;{ o
“The following passage contains not onkyf the deﬁ-‘ g

fmtlon but its ﬂlustrahon' SRRt )

*<In mvestxgatmg the present sub_]ect 1t wdl be- k'

‘ ’,,c necessary prev1ous1y to mqmre itito the op1 1’j‘nsl\v
e Whlch have been held relatwe to- the 1eal souréés

,.o

L shall then be afble to apply the results deduced
" ‘ from such an exammatlon to our ewn case\ Annd

x( FRRS

;‘ be advnsable even m an mfant state, and 1t is much moie -
" - obyious that the 1nmcate and artxﬁcral 1egulat10ns of _:‘

¢ adu]bsocxetxes whollY preclude the Pmprxety of Such s
"tax.v oo ' -
o+ See pp 9, 10, A |
SRR o1

Tt is of the n
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‘in. the first place, the meamng of the terms,
¢ wealth and prosperity, must be settled; for, if

e the reade: were, to take. these words in thelr

e usual acceptatlon, 1f he ‘were to conclude, that

< by the first is meant gold and silver merely, and
RS by the latter extensive . domxnlon, ‘powerful ar-

- “mies, &c. he would be afﬁxmg to these termsf :
¢ meanings. very ' different from ‘those - which are - -

X here meant ‘to be annexed to them, and 1deas,

s Wl’llCh ‘however common, are founded in-error.
ﬁ‘ Spam has plenty of -gold and silver, yet she has
"¢no wealth ‘whilst. Britain is. wealthy wrth scarcely’_ -
ca gumea .and France, with her numerous con- -
o quests, her extended mﬂuence, and her vast ar~
s mies,. is. probably not. ergoymg much prosperlty, -

- ¢ certainly not nearly so muchas we enjoy, though
¢ we have far lessinfluence, and much smaller ar=

~ - ¢ mies. than she has. W’ealth then, is deﬁned toh.
¢ consist in- abundance -of . caprtal of cultwated"{:
cand productlve land, and of . those thmgs whlch‘ =
¢ man usually esteems valuable - Thus, a. country\ ;
¢ where a large proportlon of mhabltants haveac-
e cumulated fortunes;. Where much of the soxl is
o productxvely cultwated and ylelds a consldex able o

< revenue to the land-owner, may be said to be

o X3 wealthy, and on the contrary, a natxon where' K

¢ few of the inhabitants are. possessed of property,

© . ¢and where the land s badly cultivated, ard yields -
< but little revenue to thepr opfxetor, may be truly s
S0 < said to. be poor. - Britain’ is an example ‘of the .
¢ first. state, Spain and Italy of the last. A na-
"¢ tion may be said to be in prosperlty,, whxch is
' progresswely advancmg in wealth where the N

K checks to population are’ few, and’ where em-s?_ |
ployment and subsistence are readlly found forall .
¢ classes:of’: 1ts 1nhab1tants. It does not follow, ol
< that 4 prosperous natron must be wealthy sithus -~

~ ¢ America, though' enJoang great ptosperlty ‘has:

7 Cnoth accumulated wealth. Nor does it follow, .
~ ¢that because ‘a- nation: possesses wealth, it is there-i_' -

- .€in a’State of prosperity. - All those symptomsf; SRR
- <of: wealth whrch have been ¢ enumerated may o o
'.,‘ exist;’ and yet a: ‘nation’ ‘may ‘in prospenty be .

' gomg retxograde, its wealth ‘may be: statronary, SRR
< its populatlon kept at a stand, and the difficulty. .

~ sof getting: employment for those who ‘seek xt,‘-j,-

;‘ may be becommg greater and greater every day S

. First; ‘here, Mr. Spence warns us against suppo=. -

N ;Smg ‘that wealth ‘consists in gold and silver merely, -
~ and'that prospenty consrsts in extenswe dominion;
,powerful armies;. and’ the like; and assuxedly if o o

any one entertams this idea of wealth and prospe- ... .

rity, he isin a woeful delusion. Havmg learnedk R

* from Mr. -Spence what- wealth and prosperxty are =

- not,. let us next learn what they are. ¢ ‘Wealth,”

" he'says, ¢ is’ defined to’consist in’ abundance of

< capital, of cultivated and productive land, and of -

¢ those things which ‘man usually ‘esteems valua--'ff _

< able”. ‘Here three thmgs are- enumerated asthe

constltuents of wealth. The first is capital. - Now
itisan estabhshed and 1nd|spens1ble rule in deﬁm_, C ol
; ;'tion, that the words themselves in which the defi-
- nition-is concelved should be of the most precise .-
‘,'md determlnate srgmﬁcatlon because, otherwxse, it ‘
** the definition is of no use. But here the term - "
€ caprtal’ stands as much in need of deﬁnxtron as the e

e 02 BT
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telm weqlth Whl(‘,hxlt Asi brought to deﬁne.

o | are. as: any dn‘ﬁcultles ine these questlons,: ag.in-

~it:consist 2 Lo ‘defing one vague and; amblguous

cordmg to: Mr. Spences definition, is cultivated:

v f Where every thlng ought to. be inthe ,hrghest de-
_gree, accurate, an. exceptlon even. ‘of  this,ssort. is

Y lmpowant Let. us, however, . attend partxcularly RO
©» . to.what: Mx, Speuce states.as. the th1rd constxtuent o

R S \of Wealth By Those thlngs whlch man usually
. <esteems. valuable ~This, s a.sweeping clause.

~ both the, other . two, for. undoubtedly capltal rand.

~

3 Thxs is Just such a deﬁmtlon, as 1f deSCrrbmg the corpo-

What is: capltal or: wherem does it cons)t?’ T\here - E

the ! ‘questions, What is wealth -and: wherein:does

‘ woxd by another. whlch is. equally vague and ambi-
~ guous, isiitp.pay. ‘us. with ‘mere words instead of
ideas. . The second. constituent of Wealth ac-

I R " and pxoduotrve land. - But would not Mﬂ' Spencer v ,
el \f allow that. uneultrvated land,* if it rmght be:very: .
"y > edsxly cultlvated; and rendered productlve, oug;ht _
0. also tos be.: accountedr wealth 2 In a, deﬁmt:on"

1In, the, first, place 'this third: constituent . mcludes;;

prodnetlve land are among the, things. whxch man
. ',; esteems valuable.- ‘The. third constx,tuent there— o
~ foré, is not only. the thrrd but. the first, second o
and th1rd all in one.®: Tt would have, been much ‘,
bette1 \Vlthont enumeratmg the first .two, which: N
are. undoubtedly but  parts. of the Tast, to have, -
- said.at .once that wealth.. consisted, in: those thlngs. o
whrch man usually esteems valuable.u_ St1]1 how‘ -

Cdg

VLl ral part of man, We shou]d say . that 1t con31sted of atlunk LU
b hmb,a, andbody R TR R Er S S at (RN

c"_lle\ -

PPN

e Tﬁ i 4 natlon ‘which- is" progressn}éfy atlvancing
Wealth Wheré thié chiécks to populdtion’ ale
e few, ‘aid whieré: emploj‘m‘xerrt et éﬁbsrstenee are
< readily found for all classes of its IHREGIERES
fIt would be tedious here to enter mto the same" |

i

o oL

. ‘ever, the expresmon would ha\fe been so'vapue’as
- 1o be! entnely -useless. as a’ deﬁt’ntion. *“Mé‘nf
USUally ‘esteems air and l‘ight ds *vexy valuablel? bt
©in what Serise ‘ca: they bé re'gé:’é‘led 4% riationdl |
“wealthi 2 It is very evident from- i3 exi)lanatidﬁ L
-~ that M Spence neither unders“ﬁahdé” i ddlres
thUISlte toa deﬁmtlon, 1ot gy 'formed to? Iiimselfl
- anye distmct 1dea of thc meahlhg of e te’x‘m
- ‘-Wedlth A 4 e
X Another partlcnlanty in tﬁhré deﬁnitiéﬂ 1§ ’wox-', e
o thy of a little: attention. - Mf‘ Speﬁee“dé'y‘é that
* . wedlth is defified t6° conalst in abm&?[&né% &ffcdpi-
 tal, &c:. WHeh M. Spence Or atiy othex‘pehtiﬁ’d
"?phxloeopher 1nqunes Whethét 1dnd, of inanquac- -
" turés,” or commerce be’ e source Of Svéalth; théf -
iquestion is nbt respeetrng quantlty g We sﬁy that
land is productlve of Avéalth; witidat consrdehng L
'whether the’ quantity be. orié ‘bushél of d miillioh:
’ Bhf whih Ml. Spente ¢ deﬁneé wealth as conSIétmg '
S {: § abundance of capital, laiid; afid valuahle th‘mgé{ y
© - hé& ev1dently confouhds the phl,Iosophtcal meamhg’f
. " of the” word with' the vulgar, ‘i Whlch‘ wealth‘ o
- ',%’xgmﬁes a great quantrty ‘of r;ches.. So mubh fbr o
EE ’Mr. Spence § définition 'of wealt SEERS o _
O Tet u§ mext cotisitler what hé sdys in regard to'
_‘prosperlty' I—Ie doe ot indeed attempt . de:
 fine pros‘penty, bht He grves s d descrlptroﬂ of'd
"?natlé’n “Which may be gaid: to be ‘in~ prbSperlty _
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_immute anal)sxs whrch we apphed to- the deﬁm-
“tion of wea]th.; sz e may. barely remark " that of -
. the three, clauses. of-which the (leSCI']pl'.IOIl con51sts,
- the last two jare; included in' the first ; as itids'in
the’. natlon twhich s progresswely advancmg Ao
‘wealth :where’:the_ ¢hecks to populatron are. few- .~
: 'est, and .where, ernployment and . subsrstence .are’
- most readily. found for all: classes of :the, 1nhab1; f
“tants. . “This mdeed is nelthex more nor. less than,.’
the circumstance: which: is: so well 1llustrated by
. Dr. Smxth A the Wealth of Natrons, B. I..C. 8.
seen how ‘little useful are -the. deﬁnx- "
N tlons with' Wl’llCh Mr. Spence has favoured us, it
Cwill be ‘necessary for our. subsequent 1nqu1r1es to
eXplam accurately in what sense the term wealth -
- will there be used ; ‘and - as.;this is the “subject on -
o Wthl'l ‘we are at. present engaged ‘10 other place’
Wealth -
38 relatrve to. the term value, it 1s necessary.: ‘theres o
»fove first to affix_ a meaning to, the latter. . The o

Havrng,

3

can be more proper for the expranatlon.

r term value has n common acceptatlon two mean-—i ’

jngs. It Sngﬁes elther value in use, . or value in. '

7 'exchange. .- Thus water has great value in use but
 commonly has no. value i in e)gchange, thatis to .|

say," nothmg can be. obtalned for it .in. purchase.

-~ On the other” hand a dlamond or a ruby has. httle o
" or no value in use, but great v value in. exchange, L
- Now the, term Wealth will always be. employed.- -
Cin the followmg pages as denotmg ob_]ects which,

. have a-value in exchange, or at Yeast notice w1ll o
B be ngen 1f we have ever occasmn to use 1t m an,-a.
rrnther sense, o : i .

~

CHAP IV
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= Whether, ‘ says Mr Spence, (p. 19, Br:t Indep of K
Commerce) ¢ the manufactmer receives the prrce of his . ma- .
. nufacture m food or in money, 1f the whole be falrly aua-.: o
X lvzed and every thmg traced to’ 1ts source, it wrll in eVery o
" ¢ case be found in"the most refined, as in the most barbarous,
- “state of society, that ‘agriculture is the great souxce, manufac-":
- ¢ tures no source at - all, qf national wealth.’. . This, indeed i is the . -
‘ lunge on wluch the main_patt of h1s doctrme turns.. It is the -
ffoundatlon, Tor example, of hrs opmrons concernmg consump-i

Of Manufactures, 2 f: Cedey N

. 'VLIT is- at thrs pomt that our. controversy Wltl’l -
,' Messrs. Spence ‘and’- Cobbett - properly begins.

. "I;hey assert that manufactures are no. source of
“ wealth. ¥ We ¢ say- “that they are. . Itﬂ is the rea-
S der’s part to compare our ‘reasons. -~ Mr. Spence, s
 who seems to supply the arguments of the party, -

. saysthat mauufactures are productlve of no wealth,
| ffbecause the manufacturer in the preparatrbn of

tion; and he mtroduces his inquiry into that subject in'{the

~ following terms 5 ¢ As'it has been:shewn’. (see pp. 29, 30, of :
- his pamphlet) ¢ that the whole revenite of a country, (deductmg 2
‘an msrgmﬁcant portlon sormetimes derived from forergu com=
merce) is derived from its land.”, This reservatxon, in. favourj
of commerce of export, he’ expressly denies to’ manufactures'

for home consumptron € When a lace manufactmer, (Ibid,

i

«

p- 43) 'has been so long employed in the.’ ‘maunfacturing 2’
« pound of ﬂax into lace, that his subsmtence durmg that pertod; :
ce has. cost gé’so thls sum i5 the real worth of the lace, and ifig .
. ¢be soH at home, Whether for s€30 or £60 tlre natzon zs ne o
St nc/zcr for this manzgfactw e, LA
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‘on-a’ tottermg basis.’

' ﬂratlon. K

| o4 )

: any commodlty consumes 4 quantlty ot' corn equal .
* to .the value xwhxch he_ has added to . the raw‘:‘ -
materials of which the artlcle is composed Itis
, 'to be obsexved before we. proceed farther, that -

© this is the only reason which- they adduce in fa- .
o vour of this fundamental part of their hypothe-“i
3 51s., In this one- aSSGI‘tIOI] is contamed the sum . -
,and substance of the: ev:dence Wthh they exhibit
9 against manufactures. If this assert:on is. unequalg e
. to the. conclusion wlnch it is brought. to support SRR
the wonderful discoveries ‘of - the Economistes are: .
“I-have callecl ‘this- fundah-‘, »
,.mental pmposxtlon an’ assertxon, because it is-as=
“sumed entlrely without, proof, and what is more, I A
~ am afraid, in opposition to proof ‘When the mann-i P
- 'facturer prepares a commodxty the prepared com-
gmodlty is: worth more than the food whloh Lhevﬂ o
- Do you ‘ask
Carry it; 1 say, to market you wal‘_ )
find that it W1ll fetch more ; because 1t must not.
~ only repay the wages of the labour, but, the proﬁt of .
 the stock which has been employed in 1ts prepa-
\, ‘Set the goods oh one side, and an equal
quantlty of ra,w mateuals and food thh what has;“
‘been .consumed in their. preparatlon on. the aother,.
- and - every body w*ll give . you 'more  for the-lf-l' L
o goods.- ‘The countr y is. therefore the rxcher by: o

workmen consumed in preparlng it. -
my reasons 2

- v,_}havmg the goods. RTINS

+ Let us hear. What Mr Spence has to say in ob-

,.Jﬁctl(bn to. this reasomng - An examination of -

- his plea Wlll still more clearly exhibit - to ‘us” thek"f

' .f"crroneousness of hlS posmon, The supemouty of S
“'pr;ce Wthh the manufactured cqmmodrty obtams,’j s

95

" inthe market, adds nothmg he says to the wealth -

' of  the country 5 because ‘whatever the manufac' B ‘
" turer obtains -above the value .of the. raw. pro: =
~ duce s taken from. the Jandholder,, the: ongxnal

" owner of that produce.

’ wﬂl demonstnate tlns

mere vulgar- soplnsm.
taken firm hold of a man, his. acuteness :s un-

7 lucklly confined to one function, -~ .
< Mr. Spence has here’ confounded two thmgs
, ‘“;whxch are rema;kably différent,

‘ - the sale ofa ‘coach for the’ rnannfacture ofa coach EEE .
It i§ surely bad reasomng however to- conclude_‘ R

* See p. 16

¢ An example he adds,* -
1Ifia.coach-maker weré to
¢ employ so many’ ‘men for: halfa ‘ayearin the'builds.
¢ ing of a coach;: as that for their subsistence’ during .
2 ‘that time, he had advanced ﬁfty quarters of" cornj . : )
¢ and: if we ‘suppase he sold this-coach: to-a land e
< ‘proprigtor for. sixty quarters- «of corn," it ds-evi .
- “dent; that’ ‘the: coach-maker. would : be ten quar- ‘
~ ¢ ters of corn richer than ifs he had sold it for
-8 ﬁfty quarters, itsoriginal cost.’ But it is’ equally -
¢ clear, that ; the ‘land proprietor would: be ten"
* quarters of corn. poore1 , than if ‘e had bought o
“ his codch at-its. prime cost. |
¢ not a creatlon of ‘wealth; ‘has taken place, What—' S
S ¢ ever. one gains- the other loscs, and the natwnal o
e & wealth is just the same._,f&,.a R TR TN R ORT
There is- a: gneat appearance of 1ngenuxty 'md o
o force in this. reasonmg, and on the greater part of;*'
_ mankind it is well ca lculated- to impose. ,
‘ther : surpx 1zed hovvever, that. a man of Mr. Spence s
~ acuteness: did not | perceive - that it is in reality a-
‘But- when hypothesxs has

A txansfel then;

Iam ra_- :

He mlstakcs s
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"that because the sale of a coach is’ not productwe ‘
. of wealth, therefore the manufacture of a coach
is'not productive. " The sale of the coach produ-— BN
- ces nothmg ;. the: manufacture of it however. pro-
. duces the coach. Itis very. trué that when aland-‘ o
" holder has’ sixty quarters of corn and: the ‘coach-
- ‘manufacturer a coach; ‘if- the coach is transferred
- to the landowner and the corn to the coach-maker,'
- the country is Hot the- richer. ! But it is' certamly :
~ mot less true that. 1f the coach-maker has - the* k
. mionth of October. ﬁfty quarters of ‘corn, which
. tin the: month of” March he has transformed into
a coach worth' s:xty quattel S, ‘the country: is- the,\% L
E richer .in consequence of the manufacture. of the‘l s
. coach,’ to the amount of ten bushels of corna’ = "
: Important however, as - is the: addition which g
'flt thus -clearly appears is made to, national wealth
""by means of manufacturlng 1ndustry, we should
~ still have ‘a. very nnperfect idea of its wonderful.
L ‘powers, should we confine’ ourselves to this obser-
" vation. - In astate of ‘agriculture but: moderatelyt Y
“improved; ‘the; labourers employed in ' it" may be't,f .'
- regarded as raising- a. produce not less than five -
 times what they themselves can. consume._ Were
“there no ‘manufacturers, the whole of: this surplus = .
. .Aiproduce would be absolutely useless, Where could '
it find a purchaserP It is the manuﬁtcturers who
“convert this surplus. produce into the various artr-
.~ cles useful or agreeable to man, and who thus add{_ i
~ the whole value it obtains to four pax ts at least .
ﬁve of the produce of the sod QR REE RO I I ‘

+ )

' ik * It is’ to be borne in, mmd that the whole of thc questxoxx" f ‘ R
dnscussed in thls chaptel respectmg the unhty of manufact“rcsg A

S

* eluded.o: If. ourzantagomsts suppose ‘a state of so-

The: cultwators of  the soil, durmg the time in .
- which:: they raise a certain’ produce, have. here

. duce. wealth excépt - in one case, in- which land -

e regards manufacturesfor homeconsumptlou aud for thesakc of
L dlstmctness,,the idea of foreign commerce is altogetherexcluded.. E SRR
. Mr. Spence has- Judicxously adopted thls plan 5 and ‘his exam-. .
) ple was here hnghly worthy of nmtanou. ~To know the value E
- of manufactures it'was rxght in the first’ place to consxder theu‘
' operablon 1Wa country supposed to have no. connectlon wuh NP -
o 7533‘\)’ ether., o AR SRR SRORI PG UL CTERAPY T et el T |

There is but one suppos1tlon, as: far as T am =
ahle to -petceive, by which  this. argument can be .

mety in- wh1ch the populatxon ‘has become 'S0

' great that it ‘requires ‘the untmost efforts of the -
~whole: employed ‘upon the land to produce food -
for the society’; in: that case they mayinsist that

the whole produce of the soil s “emiployed. and o

. “pbtains a: value. w1thout the. aid of ‘'manufacturers. -
In thisstate; of: thmgs, however, it is unfortunate
 that the .argnment of: Mr. Spence Wlll prove: net -

manufactines only, ‘but-land to be unproductive.

consumed £ quantlty of produce of an equal value. .
But. 'this iis the very’ reason ‘which he adduces - R
to prove - that: manufactures are not’ a source of '
wealth, Manufactures then: never cease to pro- -

1tself ceases ‘to produce it; so that when manufac-

| ‘,*;tures cease to -prodice wealth,- -every thmg ceases
to produce it:; wealth cannot be produced at all —_
“ So.much- Afor: Mr Spence S reasomng agamst ma- ‘
»‘vnufactules. LR S AR ‘ SR T

~Thetruth- is, that to nge even tolel able plau-

g 'Slblllty to the theory of the Economzstes we must d R



produce of thesoil:*
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allow ‘that’ nothmg is useful or: vhluabie to!ihan
bt the bare: necessanes of life, or lrather thefaw 3
- If any thing'else is. valuas
 ble tor hlm, Whatever creates that valie must add

" to his riches. S “The - reasoumgs of the iEcoomistes
~indeed proceed upon a most: contracted rand’ifn<

' perfect view of the operatlons and nature of ‘thani B
 Howl Timited would be his' enJOyments were he cofls

fined to' the raw produce ‘of thesoil How. tauch

ate those enjoyments, how much is’ his!wellbeing,
promoted by the various ptoductions of art which
e has found the mieaus of providing!: “Thiesims
ple, ‘but at the same time the great:and: wondeér-
. ful contrivance - by Wthh has been pxodueed the L
"_profuswn of accommodatlons ‘with which: the iz
. vilized: life 'of ‘'man abounds, ‘is- “the .division'of
* labour. - Wherever 4 society can be’ supposed: to
© " consist of one class of Tabourers . ‘only, ‘the ¢itltis "
" vators of the soil, it” must be ‘poor and ertohéd L
Even if each mdmdual or-each famiily; miay-be .
‘ suppobed 5o far to vaxy their labour gt prowdé
'themselves with some Species of coarse garment; '

or some rude hut to’ shelter them from the wea-
" ther, the affdns of the society’ must still be mise<

: frab‘e.. ‘Let us next oonslder the 51mplest dlvxsxon . |
Cof labour ‘which we  cati well imagine. « Liet ' us

suppose. ‘that the society 1 becomes divided into hus-

* bandmen,: sand into’ the' manufaaturers merely of '
",tlllelr agtfcultural tools, of- “theii’ gdrments an‘d’_
houses. ‘How imuch more completely ‘would' the
}commumty almost 1mmed1ate1y, or at least as sooh
- as-the: manufactuvers acqunfed any: dextemty m
lthen trades, e prov1ded Wxth the accomfno“da,-t'..»

o Uons whmh wehﬂve Just exfrumexeu:edn Thexrnches
would , be ‘augmented. ‘The labour of ;the :same
mERry would: new: yield: & much; larger, pmduce. It
st to;\the maznufacturens ‘however,  itris:to that. dx-
"T-VISaQn\,of lab@ur which set ithem apart asia distinct -

class ithat;: blus: supenor:ty ‘of produce, thatr th1s

v augmentatxorr of: rfiches; is entnely owing:: RS
~ouéThe greatest. 1mpxovement, says: Dr.,Smlth, G
F in the’ productxve powers  of labour, and the
- figreater: pastof: the: skill;, dexterity, - and Judg— .
*¢.mient, withe which,-it: s amy where: dnected or
6 apphed ‘seem to; have been: the eﬂ'ects oﬂ the -
< division of. Jabor. - ®##*.. Tt is the: great mul-
i 5 < trphqatlon of the produchons of all the différent -
-3t iny; consequence -of: the d1v151on of' Iabour, 3
A‘ 'wh;ch Qceasions in,a; -well governedf society that -

umversal opulenee, whxch extends . itself: to the:

e ‘. 1owest ranks;of; the: people._ - The eﬁ"ects indeed
L _of the: division of: labour; are: surprising:. and: al="
mast: miraculous: . But: as: the division. of labour

‘ _commenced with: the first formation,of a.class: of -

‘ ‘manufa,otmers, and-as:it is in manufactures that

- the-division of: labour has been ‘carried - to the
‘._fgreatest helght, the busmess of agnculture «bemg

mueh- less: susceptlble . of .this 1mprovement the

. whole or the greater part of the opulence, Wthh
s dlﬁ"used in somety by the division. of ]aboux is
1o be ascubed to manufactures. . The same is the
* ease with: machmery How,much the pl’OdUCtl{)n ’
oo of; commod:tles s 'xccelerated nd mcreqsed by
. the. mventmn and’ 1mpr0vement of machmes,, re.
,jv'quues no. ﬂlustratlon' It is7 chiefly-in: manu—-‘_"
factures, that thlS grezxt advantage toe. has been'

.
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reaped f[n agnculture, the use of machmery :gv
»';*much more limited: - 1 donil

- Every view of the: Subject aﬁbrds ‘an argument

agamst the: mtrlcate but ﬂlmsy redsonings;iof- the

i - Economistes.: In the- -infanicy - of manufactures,

~ when' the distaff: alone, ‘and other: szmple and'tes
~dious mstruments are known,’ let us suppose: thatif :
& piece: of clothis. prepared “Mr. Spence mformsi'; o
ous, that nothmg is added' to' the: wealthiof the =

~ saciety, by the plepalatxon of this: p1ece of 'cloth;

' 'because a quantlty of corn equal’ toit in value,"f._ "
" has durmg the preparatlon been consumed by the .

manufacturers. ‘Let us suppose,” however, “that,

N suddenly, spmmng and- other machines ‘are “in- - "
vented by which the same ]abourers are enabled‘ )
. to prepare SIX - sumlar pleces, in the: same txme,-'»
~and while they are consuming - the same quantxty, e
of ‘corn.” -If their manufacture: in the former
‘ case replaced the :corn which they consumed ; in :
~ this case it replaces it six times. Will Mr. Spence
“deny that in such mstances manufactures ‘arg,
i ;‘productxve of wealth? But how many more than
. six times have the productlve powers: of . labour i -
~ the arts . and manufactures been 1nu1t1p11ed since.
the hrst d1v151on and dlstnbutlon of occupa- SR

tions? o e

. Without any {'unthel accumulatlon of argu«, :

- ments, T may" take it I believe ‘for. glanted that ™
" the: msufﬁcxency of Mr. Spences Teasonings, to
. prove that manufactmes ‘are: not a source,’ of
~wealth, sufficiently appears. - ‘Let us. now there-

: ~fore proceed to another of h1s toplos.

:‘Y commexce, in, the language of Mr. Spen s, B
ipamphlet, i§ meant trade: with forelgn nations; ‘

and we have no objectxon, on the present occas:on[

"‘at least, | to. follow “his . example. .. M. ‘Spence

. ",begms hlS 1nv<.st1gat10n of»thls subject thh the
o followmg palagzaph : 5

8 As all commerce naturalfy dmdes 1tself mto, |

€ commerce of 1mport and. export L shall ‘i -the .-
‘," ﬁrst f)lace, endeavour to prove, . that.. no- uches,
< ‘no:increase of national .wealth,. can-in any case
o be derwed from commerce ; of 1mport and, in
e -the next place, that although national wealth
-‘ may, in some cases, be derwed from commerce'
© ¢ of ‘export, -yet, - that Br:tam in consequence of -
pdl‘thU]aI‘ c1rcumstances, has not derived, ‘nor- -
does derive, -from this branch of commexce, any, o

port1on of :her national. ‘wealth; “and, . conse~

o quently, that her “riches, - her prosperlty, and'u :
¢ her power. are intrinsic, deuved from her . own G
SRR resources, mdependent of commerce, and mlght -
¢ and will exist, even though her trade should be .-
of anmhﬂated These “positions, vuntenab]e as at
¢ first glance- they may seem, 1 do not fear bemg i
‘.t able to establish to the. satlsfactlon of those, who
R ;“ W1ll dxsrmss from theu‘ mmd the deep rooted

| J'- 2 Seepp 38 39.4_
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preju(llces, thh whlch, on thlS sub_]ect they
“€are warped and who, no longer contented with.
. ¢ examining ‘the mere ‘surface of thmgs, shall de-
6 termme to- penetrate through every stxatum of' ey
¢ the mine which conceals the grand tmths of e
polltlcal ecOnomy B L N I RN

- Let us begin- then thh the most earnest en~
deavour, aecordmg 1o the recommendatlon of

Mr.rSpence, to purge our  mitids fromx € pi J»ua- .
dices,” attendmg solely to the reasonis it favor of
~ those - posmons, ¢ which seem untenable at ﬁrst', .

glance.” Let us’ summoti up’ ‘courage to follow
hls deep and- adventurous exaniple; dnd not eon-

tented w;th rernammg mglorlously “at the sur~ |

face,. ‘let us clap on ' the niiner’s Tacket and

+ trowsers;’ and descend 1n the bucket with: Mx..';" o

‘‘‘‘‘‘

- Bpence; ‘that, as trath, accordfng to the ancuént .

phllOSOphel‘, lay at the bottorn of a well, we may.

ﬁnd < the grand truths of polxtloal economy, _ at . .

t‘he bottom ‘of a coal p1t

" As trade with forelgn natxons consusts of two
dlstlnct branches, éomnierce of 1mport and com-
merce of export, it Wil be convenient for us to,".'
conalder ‘each of these divisions Separately This -
cncumstance w1ll dmde the present chapter 1nto

two ar t1cle€:

o 7_‘,' : A;tzcle Fzrst C’ommerce of Import-r S

The reasom whlch Mr. Spence adduces to: prove s
to those,’ who | dlsmlss thelr deep rooted preju=
dlces, and penetrate ‘into ‘the mine of polltlcal o
economy that commerce of 1mport can never»

e

- roduce wealth hc states in the followm terms,
P 8. S
. < Eyery one must allow, - ‘that ‘for" ‘whatever a na- '
¢ tion purchasesin a foxelgn market 1t glVes an

adequate value, X elther in money or in other
<goods;’ so far then, \certamly, it’gains no proﬁt

~ < por'addition to its wedlth. - It has- changed one
“ sort of wealth for- another, but it hds ot m- ;
¢ Creased the amount it 'was before posseesed of#

We have had already occasion to- wonder ‘at the

o oversxghts or mistakes, ;whlch 50 acuté a man’ as’
“Mri. ‘Spence has committed, and we are’ here
'agam brought mto the same predlcament Mlght

- We not; without any great depth, without descend—

";"mg far bclow the ¢ surface, : haye reﬂected that a.
commodlty may be of ‘one value in one place, and
“of “dnother value in’ allothel';place.\ A ‘ton ‘of -

hemp for example, “which in" Rusma 18- worth
50, 1s m Great Brltam worth £65 VVhen we

| ‘F-have expox ted there“fore a quantlty of Brmsh
f’goods Wthl] in Britain is worth £50. and have .-
‘1mpofted in lieu. ‘of ‘them'a ton of hernp, whlch

is worth £65, the riches’ of the country are’ by

j.,thls exchange increased fifteen pounds'{~ We
'~:m1ght 1llustrate thls obselvatlon by a. varlety of
: ,examples. The - meanmg and force of it however o
‘are already sufﬁmently apparent VV henever acargo

o l._ ¥ Bnt. Indepen of Com. P .39

1~ For “the, sake of preservmg the axgument as sxmple as

o g’posslble, the consxderahon of frelght and charges is not here
: ,.'mtroduced -as-this: affects in no degree the reasoning, and only
e }requlres that’an’ abatement be made from the amount of- proﬁt
, . It is -not. the. quantlty of ploﬁt bat proﬁt in.any. quantxtv,
e Twlnch the argument respects.; The customary proﬁt of. trade i
B ‘_;wnll always be made, as. long as. the busmess contmues ' '
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nota pm the richer for l‘,hlS extraordmary aug-, k
| mentatlon of goods. . The reader wrll plQbabl_y‘ o
,"."?eo'”felt1de, that an argumen “of this sort P
"‘.\ltoo much .;.We may recoll

Were ‘productive “of 'no iith. “Whitever 't

.

L

o : lany sort 1s expm ted and a Cdl go of" '
o j‘other goods, bought with the pxoceeds of the. -
former, is imported, whatever the goods 1mported o
.‘exceed in. value the goods exported beyond the
' eXpence ‘of__ ’lmportatlon, is 5o much clcar gain.. to
 the country, and to this amount are the nchesy ofk F
o }the country incr eaqed by the t1 ansactlon.f SR
“Mr. Spence,. however, has an argument to. shew, )
, that thlS reasoning. is. mconclusxve, He allows,f' :
“that. the melchant, by whom the goods: have ‘been
-' ‘1mported, makes a PlOﬁl‘. to the above . amount
: But this, he says 1s no gain_ to. the country The .
, taddltlo,nal .sum, wh,lch the merchant obtams for, g '
- the: goodb unported, is. den wed from the Brttlshf___ |
"'iconsumerc Whatever the one gaxns therefore )
‘7 the .othet loses and the country is nothmg the
vncher- It is. cuuous that this argument would" '
- praye. the countx 'y to be not a, farthmg the rlcher, .
~if all the goods unported were -got by ‘the mer:
. chants for -nothing, o were even: created by a
' mlr’a_éle‘.'in 'theirv Warehoyuseﬁs‘ ’:}In thls case - too,
- whatever the. ‘merchants obtamed for their, mira- -
eulous goods, would be drawn from the BlltlSh".f o
‘Iconsumer, and whatever the one gamed the other L
L would, loses consequently the country would bel

! t‘too, that th1 ‘Al:’S‘_i": _
une1thex ‘more mor less: than the. argtment - Wthll,
Mr. bpence produced toprove; that. manufactm es"x: :

'/“U‘"’ >

manufactuxed(‘commodlty -b;ought beyond tl]c‘_’"}_',"{';
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'value of the raw produce consumed in the manuo

=

factune, was drawn, he 'said, from the putchaser,:

~who* lost. ‘whatever the seller gamed.; On - this

_ iaccount he concluded ‘that. the country was, not'

o the ncher for, manufactures.t Thxs argument wel e
found to. be’ so weak, that it 1mpl1ed the - mlstake‘ |

of the' sale’ of a. commochty for its manufacture."f

eountry The sale of the goods at home renders

- Inthe present case too, - the c“onfusxon and mis-
apprehensnon are nearly ‘the same..; The txanbfer._‘r
~of the 1mported goods from one Brltlsh subject to
another, is mistaken for. the’ exchange of a quan: -

'tlty of goods between Great Britain and a foreign

not the country I'lCl]El‘, it is the putchase of ‘them ‘{

]

somewhat ‘more dlstmctly in what - manner .com-

merce of 1mport does . contnbute to natxonal; _
1 v'tvealth On the snbyect of pohtlcal economy, At
'seems best to- 1ecur . often as )possnble to partl-'

: \ . M R " f

o * Mr Spences nouons appeax not to be very steady even
o ;on thxs Slll)_]eCt. ThUb, he says, (p 8.) speakmg of the ata o
B Vtempts “to ‘exclude . 0111 commelce, that, < he has rather béen . .
< inclined to: pity 4 the poor " inhabitants" of the. countties;. who -

are;prevented from buymg our manufaetures, han ) us that

ny thmo to! wealth‘ AT T A ST

= abroad, w;th a quant:ty of Bntxsh goods of less
* .Value._ e : ; L

‘What . we have already satd appears to be pela :
'fectly suﬁiczent to- expose the fallacy of Mr.
Spences arguments ‘to: pxove the mutlllty of
~ commerce of import¥. 2 We .nay_ add;. however,
A few. - observattons, to eyplam to :the: reader:‘ :

‘ « are hmdered from _ selling. them Now, ~what he pmes S
those poor conntnes for, is, that they are ‘not enabled to carry o
‘on'an import ‘trade.’ Why? 1f nnport trade can’ never acti




\,

‘ cular 1nstances' 1t bemg S0 very common for[

authons, uho mdulge, like Mr. Spence, invery.

e general terms, to bew1lder ‘both: themselves ‘and

~ their readers. We import iron for’ example from

‘ \';the Baltlc, though in certain favour ablessxtuatlons,
where coal and the ore are™ found in ‘the same

vrcmlty, we mdke 1t at home.~ How does 1t'/ L

appear, - that this.- 1mportatlon is- ddvantageous?

B - For this reason, ‘that in all other cases: %ut those
_spemﬁed ‘we can buy 1t “cheaper’ abroad ‘than we
‘can make it at home. - We send- foxth a hundred L
f’;_pounds worth of goods, and we purchase with .
~ those’ goods a quantlty ofiron, which is’ W()Ith“‘ ‘
‘_._vv,more than one hundred pounds. thttever this )
' supenonty ‘of value exceeds’ the. charges of nn-ﬂ

portatxon is gain to the country. |

To xender this observation strll more apphcable '
to M Spences “principles,- we may show how
- the instance resolves. itself éven into. the rude
k produce of the soﬂ On makmg a ton'of iron: 1n" .
: _;Great Brltaln, let us suppose, that the Tabourers, _
- &e employed in provrdmg the 01e and the coa]s, o
- and’in smeltmg and prepanng the metal, have}
' consumed ten - quarters: of corn. Evexy tonof "
/- iromn: therefore prepared in. Gxeat Butam costs
ten _quarters of corn. Let us. suppose, ‘that in-
- the- preparation of a. certain quantity of Brltlsh o
";manufactures, nine quarte:s of corn have been Cod
'Vconsumed -and let us. suppose, that thls quautlty e
-of goods wrll purchase in the Baltlc a ton of i ]I'OH,

fford, bemdes, the expence requlslte for;

'por‘ mg the ron’ mto Brltam.- Is there: not{
’ ev1dent savmw of a quarter of corn, in the ac-

87

\ ‘qmsltxon of thls ton of 1ron? Is not. the country o
. one- quarter. of corn- the I‘lChEl, by means of its'
',;lmportatxon? In the 1mportatnon of a thousand
sueh tons, is 1t not a thousand quar ters. richer? . \
o Itis curious, that Mr Spence, 3 whether by, chance
or de51gu I know. not, has chosen all hls examples:
of 1mportat10u ‘among mvxdxous ;nstances. He "
always illustretes. his ar guments by the 1mporta—>-'
- tion_of 1uxur1es of axtlcles of nmnedxate con-
; sumptlon, ‘as tea for example, \vhlch bemg speedlly '
" used,  seem not to add to: the stock . of . the
l_country, or . to form pmt of its rlches ThlS, ‘
,;however, if it is 1ntended to hdve any eﬁect, SERNEE
- _i‘_only an, argument to thei 1gnorance of his weaders; ﬁ(‘
; ‘for the tiature of the case isin no. respect differ=
' Why sshould Mr. Spence object to the = -
i “commexce in, artlcles of - immediate - consumptlon,‘ ,
~ when the produce of .the  land " itself : consists
 chiefly. of artxcles of 1mmedxate consumpnonP-
Is. the. land not. a source of wealth, because its
- _-_‘.chlef produce is"corn, whtch is genelally all con-
~ sumed within less than elghteen months from the
‘ -_,‘txme of iits productlon? e L
.. To make indeed any dlstmctlon in thls argu—"
"ment between articles'. of nece551ty, and art.clcs, ﬂ
. »_’.of ]uxury, is absolutely nugatory. Whenever a
‘country advauces a couslderable way : beyond the
“infancy of; soc:ety, it is'a small portion of the
'fmembers of the commumty who are employed in o
A‘prondmg the mere Necessar 1es ofhfe ‘By. far the
- greater pxoportron of, them are employed in pro- »
~.viding supply to otber ‘wants of man..- Nowin =~~~
o ,thxs case, as- well as in the former, the sole ques-g \




'~portat1on.

s

tron is, whether a par‘twular descr:ptlon of . wants

“can'be most. cheaply supplied at - home or: abroad

CTfa értain number of manufacturers employed at
home ‘can, wh1le ‘they are’ consummg 100 quar ters -
of corn, ~fabr1eate ‘4 quants ty of goods, ‘which
g vods will pur ¢hase abroad a portxon of . supply to
;'_";some of ‘the’ luxurtous wants’ of the commumty,-,
- which it would ihave reqiired the \censumptlon of
. 150 quarters’ at’ homefto

with‘anothér; as 1ts labour becomes thus: mﬁmtely

| “?more le]ded ‘and more productWe thai it-could
~"otherw1se have been sand aé the mutual supply to.
j‘each other of all the accommodatrons whxch one '
: ,;provmce has and another'wants, 1nult1pl1es 'the_~.
: "accommodatlons ‘of the wbole, andthe * countly-f:
' becomes ‘thustina’ Wonderful decrree more! Opulent E

;%and happy, the: samle ' beautxful train Of ‘conse- '

quences s’ obsérvable in ‘the. world :at large; ‘that
‘great’ emplre, of Wthl’l the dtf’f’erent i gdom and

Ka‘trlbes of ‘men’ may ‘be- regarded ds the provmces. |
“In this magmﬁcent empire too one provmce isfa.
“vourable to’the’ productlon of one §pecies ofac-
commodatlon and another.’ provmce ‘to* another.‘f
by therr mutual mtexcourse they are’ enabled to

produce 3 it this ¢ase'too
the ‘country s 50" quarters the richer for the im=.
. {3 has the same supply of ‘luxuries for
- 50 quarters of ‘corn’ less, than 1f that Supply had
R ”been prepared at home. B el 0 { .
A‘ The “commerce’ 'of ‘$he’ country thh anotrher,
) ff"'ls in ‘fact merély ‘an” extensron of »th‘at divisﬁ’o’n of
’~labour by which so - many beneﬁts are’ ('onferred -
' ,}the human race. As the ‘samhe; country 15‘; o
endered the rlcher by the ‘trade of ‘one provinee

'l.'
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"sort and to drstrlbute then labom as most peculx-— ,
larly Suits the gernus of each partlcular ‘spot.”
' ‘,The labour of the human 1ace thus becomes much
more productlve, and 'even y specxes of aeoommo-‘
datlon s aﬂ’orcled in’‘much gleater abUnd'mce.‘,
The same number of laboulers ‘Wwhose .,elrorts .
xpended ‘i producmg atvery: -
msxgmﬁcant quantlty of home:made luxuties, may |
‘thus'iti Great- Bntam produce a- quanttty of arti-" -

might ‘have been e

cles for exportatlon, accommodated t6 the wants

of other places, ‘and pecullax ly suited to the: genms’ =
a of Britain to- furnish, which ‘will purchase for: hér
‘an aceumulatlon of . tbe luxunes of every’ quarter e
of the globe. Thele is hot a’ gxeater propor t1on ’
~of” her populatlon employed m admmlstexmg to -

her luxurles, ‘in. consequence of her :commgice,
therefls ‘probably a ‘good deal less; but thelr la-
 bour’ is infinitely more produotlve the portion of

' commodttles Wthh ‘the” people of Great- Butam‘ i)
acqu1re by mcans of the same labour, 1s vastlyf a

gx eater. S

‘drtzcle Second Commerce qf Empo; 1:. S

Mr. Spences reasonmg concernmg commexce]
of export is’ rather more comphcated than that-

concernmg commerce of 1mport It is’ plam,

he sa)s * that in sorne cascs an mcrease of natl- i
i . oml wealth may be drawn from commerce of ex- B
"“The value obtamed in f01 elgn markets*

p01 t.

© fox the manufactures vvh1ch a natxon expon ts,"; : .
e ‘ 1esolves 1tself mto the value of the food Wl’llCh S

* See lns pamphlet, p 43,
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‘ has been expended in, manufacturmg them, and
‘ the pxoﬁt of ‘the master. manufacturer and the
© exportmg merchant These proﬁtb are undoubt-" ‘
. cedly 1 national proﬁt Thus, when a. lace—manu- |
¢ facturer has been s0 long: employed in the manu-

£ facturrng a pound of | .ﬂax mto l'tce,p that_hrs L k

B < be sold at home, whether for £’30 oi- «5‘560, the: s
. rl‘latlon 15, as has been shewn, no r:cher for thlS»

-8 undemable that the expox tmg nat1on;has 'ldded\
| € £30 to ité wealth by its sale, since, th' ' ost toit -
¢ was’ only #£30. Allowang, however,

advantage, w1thout any abatement, 3was draWH by,;

most amonnt he says, Wonld Stlll be trxﬂmg, and
ot eXaagerated notions of the value of our; trade,f -
ridiculous. ¢ Great- Bntam he mforms us,* ¢ |
~ ¢ the most prosperous years of her commerce, ‘has
K exported ‘to- the amount of about fifty mllhonsf
£ sterling. If we estimate the profit of the master -

€ manufacturer, and ‘the exportmg merchant, at
< 20 pex cent on tlus, 1t wil l probably be not f'ar

\\\\\

l" ¢ as 1n these tlmes of competrtron is hLely to be A

galned Great-Brlt'un then gams annually by

' ‘her commerce of e~port ten mllhons. “This
L surn, -he tells us, is a mere trlﬁe m the amount of
- our annual produce. “ l\’one than thce thrs sum%

b et éémphlet,'»g;ﬂ'eafv’. R

that thlS“, S

_’}he savs,’“‘ ‘15 pald for the 1nterest of the natronal

< debt! More than fom timies this sum is’ ‘paidto -

'_‘ the rrovernment in t'ncesl -} Thm sum, however,

2 'msuﬁicrent as 1t is to Justlfy our lofty conceptrons
] nr commerce, 1s. 1n reahty heat
not galned by Great-Bntam. :

L t tlon, p'
- now pr oceed

: Great—Butam, he says, and in proof of thrs he
) :,enters 1nt" along drssext'ttlon, 1mports regularly""g*
. toas greqt:m amount as she exports, and for that /
' reason she gains ‘nothing by her. “export. trade.
But how_then? ‘-What else would Ml. Spence have o

rrrrr

o E See hrs pamphlet, P 44

He computcs the | gams upon the ﬁfty millions, ;of British ex-
'ports, by. allowmg twenty . per cent. for: the’ pxoﬁt'

L certamly to: deduct ‘the annual ‘amount. of our: commercral

¢ losses at sed. ~ The greater part. of our exports, as well as

% of our nnports, bemg “insured. by Brmsh underwrlte the

i to the natlon deductnw the premmms wh.ch they recewe

e f'rom foreign countues “He here ‘makes the.: ‘poor natron o

sustain its1osses at sea twice over. The prermums of insurance

-paid by~ the merchams to the underwntcrs cover the: whole of .
- thelgsses w1t11 a proﬁt. . These premmms are as httle charged L

by the merchant to’ his dccount ‘of profit as the expence ‘of

flemht, H\s proﬁts are reckoned thh a’ complete deductron
: of those premmms 3 and when we say that his proﬁt is ten . :
" per cent., or_twenty. per cent: full account is . made of loss,
- To ke us first deduct our losses from the proﬁts ‘of themer~ .
chant, and then make ‘a deductton “of them acfam, for the
sums pard by the underwrrtexs, 1s hard dealmg. R DN

Pt ‘VIr Spence isbut an indifferent . polmcal ar:thmetncran, e
“of the ;

‘master nmnnfacturer and the exportmg merchant at ten ‘mil-
o hons a year But from thls sum, ‘says he, (p 4‘) we ouorht o

: whole amount wluch they annually pay is $0 much dead loss '




articles;’

S

o 1 us, to clo?’2 ‘W oulcl he have us, export our o"oods for’. ‘

.\foreggners, and beg them only to ccept of tho
but’ above all': thmgs not to msrst uporx'
j_'makmg us tak' ] ing
":‘xwou ‘

as thrs

I For what on . the other hancl lxs‘ltvthqt Mr.'
'p{Spen(‘e would rccommend ‘to us to get for our
ikggoods? If we - 1eee1ve not other goods, the only :

rrrrrrrr

N He 1nforms us farther,,r

# that a nation which has abundance of gold and

1 See p 18 of Mr., Spences pamphlet
' gxe'xdent of Commerce.~ T ; ,

_ sxlver, is’in- fdct not rxcher than if it had - none.‘
p :? It has pald an equal value of 'some other wealth,' o
' ‘ for them, and there is no good re'lson why it
,‘ should be desnous of havmg thls rather than o

* See p ]\ of tlns pamphlet.i.,_'gv 'l' Ibtd

"He assured us

Bmam In.de;» i ’,

 xeturn: we can 1ece1ve seems to be mone)r Would o
M Spence then tell us, that we should get rlch, :
- by receiving every ‘year gold and- sﬂver for our-
ﬁlty mxlhons of exports?.-Not. to msrst upon the
} “imherent absurdlty of ! suoh a notlon, '
- -_,obsenve how 1nconS1stent it would: be wit 1~:hxs own
.declared opmxonsP ,He; Jwarned’}n ' ,
already quoted * against’ concewmg that wealth. .
comsists in-gold' and silver merely. .
tjthat 1—‘ bpam has plenty of gold and silver; yet she, 7
L has no wealth, whxlst Britain -is. wealthy w:th o
. scaxcely a guinea.’

. us onlyf :

43

# any other spemes of wealth;. ,for the only supe.. .
2 rority Vo value which:the. premous metals possess

roverzother products of the: laboul of man, is

. thenlﬁthess for bemg the qnstrumente(of \.Cnlr.cu-

But in, this peint of . view’

s lat*on and exehange s

¢ that" papex. iorithe promis

5 fully s useful and. much less expensive.’,

other. impor ted lcommodlty

pred1cament ‘with  other 1mported commodttles.

But, 1f in' Ol‘dGl"tO gamxby our - commerce of ex~
: port we. mustlreoewe in return: rneuher goods nor

" 'x’money, we see no. alternauve that is Jeft »exeept '_
‘a8 we' sald before, gwmg our; ;goods away for .

‘nothm g

ot may serve to ,render the rsubjeot st;ll more SN
‘:clear, if i add A few words i’ the far ther expla-: =
The true idea ‘of money.is -
, néither:imore nor’ less than that:of a commodlty L
g ?xvhl(‘h ls bought‘and\sold llke other commodltles. ,
idn dealm«rs with foreign . natlons, that class of
‘_transachons whxch ‘we are How - conmdermg, !thls
-will very: easﬂy appear. -When, Bntlsh goods, sold -
.abroad rare;paid for in; moiney, 1itds not .the. deno-v‘ i
e‘;mmatxon of the forelgn com Whlch the merchant' -

énat1on;‘of money

sily of having: gold and silver no Jonger
xperlence has ins modern times evinced -
y 1ot ,f’menof', g
* undoubte‘d proper ty,  form:a on’culatmg medmmv

» e here mforms us expr essly .that gold and‘sd»“
yer are: in ‘no nespeet ‘more.to be de51red than.any - o
But the 1mp0 cting
: of other commodntles he.assured us was the: causel_ .

- which prevented our:commerce of export from

bemg a isource. of wealth ; .,We Now see- that by L
‘his-own: oonfessmn gold and: sﬂvex are in the same -
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o

reaards, j 1trs> the quantxty oFgo]d and. srlvet whrch

it contams..= It i itsvalaeas’: bullron merely that
“he.éstimates’ in" the *exchange ; and it:itsy i the \

fmm of - bullion; mot.of foreign. coin, that the gold

and qﬂver ‘when'it is.in gold ; and erlver that he re<
The 11nporta~’ .
tion’ of gold and sﬂver therefore, zdlﬁelS“ m no. /'
xespect from the; n‘nportatlon of:platrnum, zing,
A certdin: pa:t of it
“being taken* occasmnally to be. =tamped ‘as mone},f

CG}VGS hlq payment IS unported

‘coppery” or any\other metal..

makes not an. atom of dlﬁerence ibetween the

Ccases: It appears, therefore, with addltxonal eyi-
dence vthat if ‘the importation of other commo- =
~dities in’ exchange for the British. ooods which we
export saninihilates the advantage of the ©exporta-

. tionj so likewise does’ the’ 1mportat10n of gold and

| ﬂ'sﬁver. ; Agam, therefore, 'we ‘ask:in what. possrb}e :
way are we to derive wéalth from ‘our commerce

of e\port ‘but by the ‘generous dnsposal of our -
‘goods for nothxng to the kind and frlendly natlons .

- .who will please to receive. them
If 'we trace this subject a httle far ther, we

. shall” percerve how the 1mportatlon of money' k
- would! disorder” the pohcy of Mr..Spence. Itis .
““Very ev1dent that the gold and silver which can be =
of any use in a natlon, does not exceed acertain . -
'.'{quantltv. In Great Bntam, where itis almost ba» e
" nished from the medmm of: exchange, ‘the. annual

| :”?supply whlch is wanted _cannot be very. large ‘To

o V:endel ‘what we receive;: above this trifling - supply,_ -

~of! any utlhty, 3t must acram travel abroad o pur- <
- ¢hase somethm@ for, whrch we may:. have:occasion.
;”»'But m thxs case agaln it admlmsters to. the traﬂ%ct

_from commerce of ekport PRI

f'perlshable nature.

M

“of 1mportat1ou and thus, ,bv the very act of its”

hecomlng useful, pzoduces the effect whxch Mr; -

Spence says cuts. oft the advantaoe to be de1 1ved

- We: have yet,: however to examme an im<

"portant resotree. of /| M Speuces theory . Hé
makes a distifiction between | commodrtres, whrch
- areofa dunable, and commodities which are of | a
5 “The " commod:txes he says, .
‘\*‘vwhlch are: ‘of a: durable nature, are.. much more'
’ 'va]uable as qrucles of we'llth, th’m artxcles Wthh
- are ofa perxshable nature; and: the country Whl(‘h -

produces or purchase‘; the« -one, . contrxbutea much'

- more to the augmentatlon of: its ‘wealth;. than the_‘.'f "
country wh1ch acquires the: latter.‘ It sometlmeS‘/
,-khappens to  more aecurate rcasoners than Mr.

Spence; that' oné part of: therr ‘theory.. clashes"

“with -another.. But we: thmk it ‘does not veryf '
- often happen, that a man of Mr, Spence s powers
of mind; (for it is rather in the ‘want of practice
i speculatron, ‘than’in want of. capacrty for it,
‘that hlS defect seems to lie) so obvrously becomes'
'the autagomst of . his “own : doctune
_"»whole tlam of commodltles, are any of a more' )
i perlbhable nature than-all the most nnportant pro- _,
- ductions. of the 1andP Of n mauy of the manufactures, -
_on the other hand the productlons are of a very

durable sort 4s the manufactures for. example of

, ,"tooth plcks, and of glass beads. for:. the ladies,
Accordlng to this i mgemous dlsunctlon, ther efoxe,
" could we increase the’ manufacture of t ‘oth-plcks, ,'
and glass beads, by dlmmlshlng the productlgn of

In the

P
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f\g’eorn, e should contr 1bute to the rxches ot the :

‘Lountry"“ﬂ : P . :
+'The usé wlnch Mr. Spence makes of this: CllS-

_rtmctlon, is notdble. ’.lhe greater part of- the ars

K "‘tlcles of Brltrsh 1mportat10n, ‘hesays,” are of a
f perlshabl”
tation are: of :a: durable nature for thrs reason she
ought ‘to! ibe consrdered as losmg by her:

~ trade. v ¢ We do,’ says - he* ¢ gain émnually ak»
,;‘ few mrlhons by our export trader and if we're-
celve(l'? these profits' in.the precious’ metals, or.
@durable artlcles of : wealth, We mlght;
<be sald to mcrease"our riches by commerce,'
-,‘ but we epencl at Teast tw1ce the amount “of what N
‘< we' gain,’-in lLlXUI‘leS, Wthl’l deserve the mme_
\" of- wealth but for an ihstant,- ~which are here to
€ dav, and to ‘morrow are annihilated. How then :
S can our WEdlth be augmented by such a trade I
We may here remark ‘another . mstance, n"(' g

e even i

iwhrch 'the ‘ideas of Mr. Spence ‘wage hostilities

. with ‘one- another. ' W shall héreafter find, that

 he recomrnends consumptlon ancl luxury, as favor‘ ‘
~able to the: prosperity of the state, +Yet, here.we -
,‘ ]percewe, ‘that all ‘his- reasons agamst the utrllty of
commerce, texmmate ina quarrel wrth the 1m-_""'

lportatron of altlcles of luxury'f*

L3 -'See hlsPamphlet, p.l53‘ e RECTE
;- ‘M. Spence is very apt :to. shrft the ground of hrs argua

ments._ He began ; his. disgertation on ‘the mutxhty of our

'export commelce, p 47, htlms 5 ‘ I grant that when a natlon'

aE exports consnderably 'more than she: 1mports, the proﬁts, L
: chargéd on’ hex expm ted: ooods, Wlll be natlonal p\oﬁts, fbut,

PN

£ *natm’e “whereas. her articles of expor-

‘ Nothmg was ever more unfor tunate than this '
4 ﬁ;stmctron of Mr Spence.‘ VVe have seen before, |

Cas Mr }Spence say‘;;]‘

o surface. }The only chstmctmn ‘of im=
\ “.‘A ', ptntance, whxch can be . made’ between one sort ‘of .
‘commodrtres ancl auother, is that between the

' _'~»comm0d1txes whrch are- destinied to sérve forims
mechate ancl unpnoduetlve consumptlon, and the’;

,,,,,

mstx uments or means of productxon. Of the first,

gort, are’ “all artlcles of luxury, ‘and “éven the
k neoessar ies of hf'e of all those, ‘who are not" em~‘_
ployed in productwe ldbour. Of 'the’ latter"SOrt ,

‘are the materlals of oar manuf’tctures ‘as ‘waol, o

1ron, cotton, &c., whatever forms' “the machr-

' nery 9nd tools of productlve labour, and even the'

¢ masmuch as Bzztam zmports as muclz as s}ze eaport,r, and in- L
‘£ asmuch as a vreat proportwn qf /ZCI zmpaz ts consists . of [urw o
¢ ries, zo/zzck are. specdzly consumed flom these circumistances ; N
¢ ‘contend, th"lt her’ wealth denves o augmentation 'from her
© € eémmerce’ of export g We see,’ that his re‘xsons aoamst) the"‘, S
unhty of commerce in thrs passage, -are -two;; 1st, The’ equa-—.‘
~ lity of our unponts wrth our. exports, of whatever sort: these
- _nnports may be ; 2d, The penshable nature of a great part of
these’ 1mports. In ‘the passage JUSt quoted in‘the text, ‘we
: per‘ceth ‘that’ Mr. Spence gives-up the first’of’ these reasons, .
o '_ allowing,. that if we rmported durable artlcles, we might gain B
ERS by commérce, and’ insists ‘only upon ‘the’ last We lose by our
“éoni e’ he"says here, only because we nnport artrc]es of
a pénshable nature. S AR
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o
food ancl clothes of the labourer. : Of the
commodrt\cs whxch aclmmlste,. to ploductwe

those whxch are durable,
- Wthh “to- use a phrase ‘_of Mr.
“are‘, ¢ evanescent 3 as the‘_" most evanes-
) has perfoxmed 1ts; part, before' t

; between

'_‘Spenc:
g 'tof them all
, vamshes, and replaced 1tself wrth a PlOﬁt us,
the drugs of the dyer, | even the coals which are.

‘consumed in- lns furnace,

. h1s wokaen, the unlk 'ovne of . the most

perlshable of all commodltres,‘ whlch they may
use in. then chet “have perf_r ed their part as

: completely o,

, usefully as the non lever,
~his” press. . »

destlned fm 1mmed1ate and unploductxve* s

w1th whlch he tlnves

N 1mport1nce, whether they axe axtlcles whr

. : lxkely to be all used m the course of‘or~
in. the ‘course of ,sevc' 1 years..

‘tnne, and hoarded up to ‘any quantlty, 1s im=

o the.COu::“{"

is Jntxoduced ,nto 1t

’V:hlS doctrlne must 1est ona sandy foundatio

; 1"‘How often, and how Justly
"kthe coatly Dalaces, and other luxunes of the gre
N b;ht; om wluch Louls the XIV th

N

oy

o ."' ‘, 1t is evxdently absmd to make any’ dis-

Thus, =

the corn vhlch feeds :

and to‘ the amount of thexr value as
On the other h'md when ar tlcles are

sumptton, 1t seems a consrderatmn of very t ﬁmg :

for the ladxes cheeks, whxch may‘be kept for”any .
'of: o

the nos' 'evauescent luxm y whxch Mr, Spence canr :

‘ : When it is:on’ 2

‘- v‘.""drstmctlon w1thout a (h{"’ >1ence, ‘rhat Mr Spencc s 5
) ent- dgalnst commelce ultlmately V‘depends,‘; =

expendcd vast som '

Mx. Spences 0p1mons, however on thls sub» ]
, < Of two nations;’ he.

~‘ ;.says* < if one employed a-part of its populatron'#
~.¢ in’manufacturing artlcles of haldwale, another -

;- Ject are very wonderfal. -

e m manufacturmg wine,’ both destined for home

A j,f‘ consimption though the nommal value: of both
s products should be the same, dnd the hardware ,
‘ H“ should be- sold in one country: for %10 OOO,'
SRR ‘ and the’ wme in the other for the same sum, yet o
it s ev1dent ‘that the wealth of the two countr1es

¢ would, in-the course: of a few years, be ' very
-'7;‘ different. < If * thlS system were "continued. for

€ ﬁve years, in the one country, ‘the manufacturers ,
< of hardware would have drawn from the con- -
€ sumers of this “article,” £50,000;
.. :¢ same ‘time, tl’]lS manufacture ‘being of so un-
l penshable a nature, the puxchasers of it would;,
f‘ still ‘have in existence the greater part of the

b wealth they had bought whereas, in the other(

i

' "no vestlge remaining of the" luxuxy they . had

consumed

,money, contnbuted as certamly to the exhaustron and ime -

' v.povenshment of France, as the’ e\rpenswe -wars which- he iy
- carried on, or ‘the daily extxavagancc of his pxodlgal court?
. Mr. Spence wrll sulely allow th%t the pyramlds of Egypt are
’ _sufﬁcxenlly durable.”
" amuse us, -who tshould advxse s to. ennch our, country by
: .bulldmg a few of these durable stluctmes. :
,,‘ils not the phllosophel s-stone ; one - tnmg may. be more usefu. T

Yet the polmcal phllosopher would

Dm ablhty then

~-m half an hour, than anothei thmg in twenty years

R See hxs pamphlet, p 51

and at the >

¢ nation, though the ‘wine manufacturers wouldA o
_ “have also drawn to themselves £50,000 from
“<’the consumers of wine, yet these last would have

It is evxdent therefore, that at the

o

e
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¢ end of. ﬁve years the wealth of the fox‘merre -
¢ nation would be much gleater than- thqt of the .

¢ latter; though both had “annually. brought mto.,_'f
. existence wealth to; an- equal- nommal amount.” -
- Now what 1s the. idea which. seems, to. be in-

g ‘Volved in thxs explanatuori 2 It sy that the. natmn{;y.» |
~ which imports articles of a durable natule grows .

rich’ by hoaxdmg them aps - Riscur 1ous, that: the

very idea, and in fact the very example, whxch Dr';‘ﬁ ‘
Smlth bnmrs ,orward as so absurd: that it . mlghtaf:”‘
serve to cover ‘with ridicule the mercantlle sys-‘

tefn, 'is actua 1y adduced. by Ml. Spence, in. the

- simplicity of, hw heart, as a- sohd reagonto prove: -

~ the inutility of commerce. Dr. Srmth ‘thus re-

»‘»‘mams 2 Consumable commochtles, it is sald' ‘are.

- ¢ soon destxoyed ‘whereas gold andsilver are of ¢ a
.« more durable. nature, and: were - it not. for then*,-
¢ contmual expoxtatlon, quht be . accumulated_‘
. < for ages to;rether, to the incredible: augmenta-jf -
¢ tion of the real; wealth: of the countny ~Nothing,

| ,‘ therefoxe, it s pretended can be- more . disad-
vantageous to. any ‘country, . than the trade -
e whzch consmts in the exchange of such ldstmg__

¢ for, such per ishable commodltxes. We donot,
.‘however, reckon ‘that trade - dlsadvantageous Lo

| . which Ponsmts in the exohange of the hardware ,
“of England’ for the. wines of France ; ‘and yet."‘
L€ hamware isa vexy dmable commodlty, and were
¢ it not for thls contmual expmtatlon, 1mght too'
. be accumul ited for ‘ages together, to the incre-
© < dible augmentatlon of the pots : and pans of the -
¢ cOuntry But it readtly occurs that the number :
e of such’ uten ‘.s isin every country necessarﬁy ]1-‘ G

.

, it\ . f,-l'

51

_‘ f€ mxted by the use Wthh there s’ for them"*\" |
¢ that it would: be absurd ‘to have:moré pots.and
< pans: than ‘were “necessary. . for. cookmg ‘the
¢ victaals- usually consumed there ands that,, if the
€ quantxty of. VlCtUd]S was to mcrease, the number .
¢ of:'pots ‘and: pans: would' readily’’ mcrease -along
¢ with ity “apart.of the: mcreased qudntlty of the.
€ v1ctuals béing; employed in purchasmg them, or
¢ inmaintaining -an additional number: of - woxk- .
s men, ‘whose business it was: to make thém.” ~ -
I fact. nothing, can' well ‘be tioré weak’ than S
to con51der the augmentatnon of. natlonal riches,
by the accumulation of 'durable-articles of luxury;
asa consideration of moment.  The value of the
~‘whole” amount;of . them in any’ country is nevet :
B c01131derable, and: it is: e\ndent that whatever they
© cost.is as cempletely thhdx awn from mamtammg
. productwe industry;; as that. which: is: paid; for the
‘most: perishable: articles. ® I\’Ir. Spence has: an
Aextremely indistinct 'md quermg notion: of - nax
T ,tlonal wealth.  He seems on the present.c occaswn
- to-regard: it as " consxstmg in the' actual’ accumu-.
rlauon of the meney and goods' which ‘at any time,
f »_exxsts in the: lldtl@ll “Bat thisisa most 1mpcn fect’
‘and- erfoneous. conceptlon.. The‘wealth of a coun= -
© try consists in. her powers of annual* productlon,
: not in. the mexe collectmn of altlcles whlch may

¥ When Mr Spence sets .50 «rreat a value upon arhcles oﬁ

: durabxlxty, he ought to reco]lect hns owh doctrme (see R 16, -
- of M. Spences pamphlet) ¢ that the mahufacturer transmutes X
' Wealth of so penshable a nature as food into the more dura- -
~ “ble weaLth' manufactures:? Must he, not theny accordmg to"

the doctrme of durab;hty, augment the natlonal wealth 2

)
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: at: any mstant of txme be fonnd in. ex1stence. .

How madequate an idea’ would he have of:the

wealth of Great ‘Britain who Should fix his ideas
merely upon the goods in. the warehouses’ of her
- merchants, and ‘upon the accommodntlons in the_
houses of mdlvxduals, and should not. rather direct
~his attention to the pI‘OdlglOLlS amount of goods o
and accommoduuons which - is  called" into exist-
ence. annually by the mlraculous _powers. of our' -
mdustry 'The only palt [it"is- evident, of the
- existing: colleotlon of. commodltles ‘which in any'
degree contrlbutes to augment - the -annudl. pro= .
duce, ‘the - permanent riches -of the country,bls‘ o

~~that part which- administers to. productive labour ;

the machines; tools, and raw: materlals Wthh are . |
employed in the different spec1es of manufacturmg
- and agrlcultural 1ndustry “All other articles whe-‘

ther durable: or perishable are lost to the annual

produce, and the smaller the quant1ty of elthex SO -
~ much thebetter..,- R IR T FEL T AR E
~ To trace however these 1deas as fax as Mr. :
Spence pleases ; let us $uppose that our mer chants‘
instead of xmportmg perfumes, for- “example; - for
‘the nose, should import ornaments -for - the hair
*and other sumlal trinkets of the greatest durabl- L
Aity. - When or how can - these - be supposed to'f
be of ‘any: ut111ty or value? The use of them, it
s evidént, is as frivolous and as little conducwe_g k
to any valuable end as that of the perfumes. CTtis
only in ‘the idea of thelr sale. therefore that they“ a
- can be consrdered a8 more valuable ‘than the, per- R
fumes. They might Stlll be sold: for ‘something
after the perfurnes are- consumed In the fir st"' )

""4r

¥
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- l;place, the sale of half wom txmkets or haxdware S
~would. not, it is: hkely, be Veny ploducnve. But ob-
serverthe nature of the sale itsell. - ' Whata natlonv‘ S
sells, it sells to some: othier natlon. Should it then

. osellits accumulatlon ‘of- trxnkets and hardware, it v
‘must 1mport)someth1ng m lieu of them.' This S
“must-be either perfshable articles, or such dur able .
articles as: the’ ‘hardware whrch was | exported -

- for money, . even accordmg to- Mr Spence, forms™

* o 'distinction. ‘But- this fresh cargo of" durable -
" articles'is ‘in the same pledlcament with the for-"
’ _ mer; useless while it _remains,’ and- only capablev i
- of augmenting- the rrches of the- country when it
- is’'resold.: But this course it is- ‘evident ‘may be
- repeated to infinity, -and still the augmentatron of .
" wealth be as little attamed as. before. - It is seldom ’
 thata false; argument n polltlcal economy admits
. .of S0 complete a reduction to absurdity as this, -
-~ We have thus with some ‘minuteness examined
'the va11d1ty of What Mr Spence brmgs, in the
: shape of argument to. prove that the export.com. .
“merce of Great Bntam is pr oductive of no wealth *
A _very short and conelusive '1rgnmeﬁt however .
: was sufﬁment for the 1efutat10n of this boasted. S

* Great Brltam is unnerstood by the wmld to galn more by S ‘
. commerce than all other natnons put togethex Accoxdmg to
- :er Spence, she is" in the smgulm srtuatlon of losmg by it,
~whileall other nations gain. He told’ us; already (see p. 35),
- that he pmed those nations from which Bonaparte excluded
~ our goods -He tells us ' again- (Brlt Independent of: Com. N
- p. 56) ° We shall find, that it is Eulope, Asia, - Ameuca,——- R
s all the ceuntrles w1th whxch she txades,—not Brltam, that is
- ¢ enriched by her commerce.’ Commerce then’ may ennch 5
it 1s only Great Bntam that is srllv enough to mlsmanagc itr

« .
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: cloctx me. The 1mports of. Great Britain are equal '
 hesays, in. amount to” her exports, and ;theyare’
- chiefly of " a° perishable ‘nature.
~ Britain | therefoxe might.gain by her /eXports - she
loses by -her imports. But we have: already proved,
~inithe pre(‘edmg article, that:commerce;of - import o
© isiitself aisource of - gam, .and *that, Whether the
- articles; unported are of ‘a perxshable or a durable
- Qnature, 3 \Whatever .therefore -is- gamed ;by our
~commerce of - export is -so far from being ‘dimi-.
| z'mshed by :our commerce of rmport that ithis last

i affords a: gam eqnal n: amount to that of ‘the

| .‘former. - The:profits of commelce are doublecl by 2

*the opexutlon ofumport .

- o~ :There'is -another view of thls subyect exh1b1tedw e
o hy M. Spence, wihich.it may yet be of somie im-= L
- _.portance “to. conarder.- ‘Thongh sthe. -grand axiom

of the £ COn'OmLStGS, that the only sourceof: wealth :

is Jand, is undoubtedly, hesays; founded:in truth,

- yet an’ applxcatlon Whlch they make of tlns ax1om‘. L
" to the present: affairs of Barope s erroneous. -
S Thcugh it 1s1~ ¢ the natural order of pros])erity o

'

. When 1t suns Mr, Spences :purpose he ¢an vrepresent B

commerce as a-very powexfnl ‘agent’ in national prospenty

- . .t[‘hus ‘he says (Brit.Indep. of’Com P 84) o Should the Blacks

e ef St. Poniingo - be able: to resist:the.attempts; ofrthe French

, efm their - subjectmn, and succeed in- cstabhahmg ar regular‘, -
BN qndependent government they will . not. fail, ‘by .mieans Of.
© Stheir commental int )COUI.SC, speedlly to become. cvv1hzed and.
Mr. Spence generally admity: the effect’of com- "
~ merce in. promotmg cw1hzahon bnt how €an it 1ender a :

powerfnl

PR \ “

nat;on powcrful but bv 1endermw 1t opulent ?
See p 20 of hlS pamphlet, Bnt Indep of Commerec ’

o

: 1 B
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‘What - iGreat

i

5.)

A‘ m a ~state- that agrlculture produces manufac«, v
v « tures, not ‘manufactures | qgnculture-* yet -the
e case seems very drﬁercnt wrth Emope, and an o
o« attentlon t0 facts’ w1ll prove, - t/mt in Brituin aon- '
e cultwe Tias th7 iven onlz/ in consequence'of the in-
o ﬁuence of mazszg"acrw ess and that the zncrease qf o |
“this’ zzyiuence s requzszte to its farther ‘extension.”
'.'It is'needless to state the pr cof Whrch he adduces |

of these posnt:ons-?«f it “is meither more nor

o Tess than a repetltron , in ‘Mr. Spences own man-
“_"'11e1, of the view: which Dr: Smith exhibits* of '
. the’ ‘progiess: oftndnstly in'the feudal governments
Cof modern Europe ; where the slow ‘and i impercep-
tible insinuation of commerce burst asunderthe = .
- bands of feudal tyranny' and instead of the sloth
'_and poverty of servitude: mtroduced the mdustry o
It is enongh for usat .
o pr esent to advert attentwely to the pos1t10ns whlch SO
- Mr. Spence ‘here 0 emphat1cally announces, that .
. stch have‘been and such “are, :the actual circam- .~
‘starices of Europe that agrlculture nelthex couldi‘
- ‘have thr iven, - nor can yet thrive, - but by means’ of »
“On this  single - admission, ‘me-
~thinks, one might conclude that it was rathera -
- rash doctrine to promulgate that commerce isof
- ‘no’ utllrty to Great Brxtam, and’ that she mlght'
s contemplate the loss of it W1th llttle emotron. . ,
~But Having seen ‘that’ mauufactureq, by Mr, .
- Spence own admrssmn, are absolutely. necessary
to the prospe1 1ty of Em ope in': her present cucum-f

and. opulence ‘of hberty

manufactures.

'

e See Wealth ofNatxons, B, III- partxculally the last three ;‘i S
s chaptels. B P SR T :




stances, partrcularly in the present arlangement B

“of  her landed property ; let us next see what is

that state of things to which alone he admlts that
“his doctrine respecting land and commerce is ap~ -
‘plrcablc._ Havrng .shewn . that the conclusron,

- which" the Economzstes dlew ahd leew very.lo-

 gically, fré om their principles, that tlll the whole
“land of. every country be cultivated in'the mosts
.complete manner, manufactules should recene ’
little encouragement, will- not apply to the cir-

~ cumstances of modern Europe, he next proceeds" p

to describe that state of affalrs to Whlcl’l the prin- -

. ‘crples and concl usions of that sect do apply. . Ob- -

- serve then. “what is .that_ arrangement of ‘the -

cncumstances of Europe, ‘what' the changes
from their present situation, “which are requisite

to adopt them for the practical operatlon of the .
"doctunes of the ‘Econpmistes, - *If the’ questronf e
¢ werey says Mr. Spence,’? “‘on what systcrn ‘may |
L« the greatest pr osperrty be enJoyed by the bulk of
€ socrety, there can be no. doubt that the system 3
€ recommended by the Ecotiomistes; Whlch directs .
‘?‘ the attentlon of every member of somety to be "
K turned to agr 1culture, would be most eff'ectual te -
¢ this end. But such a- system could be.effica- -
Y f‘ ciously ¢ establrshed in-Earope  in no. other way'
¢ than by the overthrow of all:the present laws. of

¢ property, and by a revolutlon whxch would be as

‘ drsasterous m its ult1mate consequenc'es as. 1tvf .
¢ would be unj ust and i impr: actlcable in its mstltu- o
L tlon T/Lzs sysiem could be acted upon on/ J by’ '

1

B * See Eus l)amphlet p 27

¢ the passmg an dmmzan law ; ,,l:y the dzvzsnm qf'
¢ the ‘whole soil of a ‘country :in egual  portions- .

o« 'amOnost zts znhathants *—Let us. here mtreatﬁ;f; "
: Mx. Spence to pause for. a moment and to reflect
T[upon the practxcdl lessons. whlch he is. so. eager' R
to teach us. The- present course of 1ndustry by © -

manufactures ‘and commerce he adrmts is adapted"

| to " the present . cucumstances of Europe, and\ ‘

that all the -prosperity : which - she : exhibits

} owrng to it; the apphcatlon of the doctrine. that -
- call prosperxty is owing .to aguculture would re-
- quire, he says; ¢ the dlvrsron of the whole: sorl' ;

¢ of the country in equal portlons amongst 1tsp; :

mhabrtants a revoluuon whrch Would be -as-

K dlsasterous 1n 1ts ultrmate consequences as 1t[' |

: v‘ would be unJust and lmpractlcable 1n its 1nst1-" )

_ ¢ tutron,. yet on the strength of this - system he -

b : ;,would ‘have "us. belreve that commerce is -of no,“

~utility ;. he would have us conduct our affairs on
. a plan which is not’ appllcable to the present si- - -
 tuation-of the world, and abandon -the course by B

| thlCh we have attalned our, actual prosperlty *.

Another admrssron here of Mr. Spence is truly

» It 1s tluly amusmg to compare some of the par ts of Mr. L

Spence s pamphlet with other parts. I—Ie here tells us that the:

*_most prosperous condrtlon oﬁsocnety, w0uld be that estabhshed
on the principles of the ]:conomzstes ‘which i require the dreat-"'-i '

est subdivisiotf of landed proper ty. Yet hear him on' the sub-

Jeet of a great subdwmon of landed property, in another pas- »

" sage ; (note P 4..)) ¢ In France, ‘where thele is an. mhmty of

" ¢ small estates of ten aud twenty, and even 5o low as two and o

- ¢ three'acres each, 'wizzcﬁ are the bane of all naiional increase (y' .
: _‘ wealtlz, probably more than half the populatxon 1s employed

f.in agrrculture. o

: ) . o~ . - . . - N ; -
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F' fpleasant An equal lelSlOl’l of the land he kays, B
‘would 'be an ‘institution’ zmpmctzcable and well

‘ mdeed 18- the observatxon founded How could
| f’mankmd ever. agree about -what is eqmlP Equal

o surfaces are . very uncqnal in value’; and the value
is- a‘cxrcumst'mce so-ambiguous and dlsputable ‘that
© it can never be’ accmately ascertained. - Besides,

e valae of land is perpctually chan ging. In

~ the'hands of the industrious man it improves ; in
“the hands of the slothlul man 1t becomes barren.

S ,VVhat ‘then? . In ‘order to plescxve our equahty L
 must we' take . part of hxs 1mproved land from the -

mdustrxous man- to glve to ‘the" slothfulP This

' ,vv"would be giving a premium to sloth, and laymg a N
i tax, sufﬁment to operate ‘as aprohlbltlon, upon
industry. We should thus have 4ll our people

i;slothfnl, and’ all our: land b‘u‘ren. “Bat mdepen-

‘ _dent of thls, ‘the number of" people does not al-
- Wways remam ‘the:same: - It 15 perpetually changmg -

';_That no one then mlght be- w1th0ut a share, it

“would'be: requlsIte to be makmg perpetual changes
. in the: apport:onment of* the’ land; and thus no one
- would ever know -what was or ‘was not ‘his land. e

-~ He could never therefore expend any pams in the‘» .

~ ¢ulture of 1t. “With. great Justlce then- has Mr.

,"Spence asserted that’ the institution’of .an Agra-_;.'

* rian law isimpr actlcable.t Observe, however, :an- .

, nother’asseltlon of hlS; B that the system of the»
o 4 Ii,conomxstes can’ be eﬁicacxously establnshed that
¢'it can be acted upon, in no, other way t than by an .
The system “of the
- Fconomistes, - then, scannot. be establxshed butin
f‘an 1mpossxble state of thmgsf Ttisa system not}»‘_} o

.ﬂ‘ equal d1v1310n of . the sorl

"applrcable to «hnm‘m aﬁ'axrs. , ~"It‘ ;35":'the1'éf¢fé‘»- an o

1bsurtl1ty

¥ There is one pxetty rmportant subject on, Wlnch Mr

Spence has wenderfully changed his.language, at. ledst during’

: the perxod betheen the pubhmnon of the second and thxrd, "

- &ditions of -his pamphlet. ‘In his: second edmon, (p 57,) ‘he
o e;gpressed hlmself on:the famous quesnon ‘respecting - tlze ba~

*dapce . of .t ade, fin-the followmg manner:; © Eyer 'since "the -

publu:anon of Dr. Adam Smith’s Wealth of Natlons, it'has
¢ been usual for those who have embraced the Doctor’s opx~

~ #-nions, to rldlcule ‘the axiom of the older polmcxans, Vnz.‘
L that‘for armtton to gain wealth' by commerce, ‘it is necessary -
< it should export‘more thanut 1mports, and receive the: balance -

£ of tlade in the. pxecxous‘ metals. From what. has been.ob-

served, it will be obv1ous, that the absurdxty charged by him

€ and h:s followers on the doctrme of the Pettys, the Davenants, B
. and the Deckers, of fmmer times, is.by no means-so convin- -
e cxngly made ont: as :they would have usto believe. iltep-
: ¢ pears these anc;ent polmuans :had . an accurate idea. of the
© ftrue nature of commerce, though they erred in attachmgrtoo :
g much’ 1mportance to 1t. They nghtly cons1dered commelce
o fto be, as ‘its deri 1vatton lmphes, an exchantre of one comme- ‘
— daty for- another ; ‘and’ hence:they Justly: concewed -that’ if a

¢ pation. unported in, return for-its expm ts,: a. quantity of com-

ok modmes only equal in ‘valué to them, it. would never getk .
’,‘wealth by such ‘an mterchange of one value for another,
< The- absurdity, then, -charged upon this doctnne of 'the: ba- '
- € lance of ‘trade, does not belong to the punc1ple itgelf;” whlch '
¢ is founded in trath, ‘but " to “its apphcanon. "This - passage,
$0 decxdedly asserting ' the - truth of ‘the doctrme respecting
, g’the balance of - trade, is: emuely omltted in thesthird edition ; -
 and-instead of it, we find inserted; in a- different- place, the
o followmg passage; ¢ “Before I proceed,’ (see 3d -edit, p. 53)' .
¢'to-advance-the leasomng, and “to - point’ out the facts -upon - i
" #£-whichrthis-opinion is'founded, it is: necessary 10! sliew, ‘bya
' «.glight examination, the: fallacy of - the doctrine of the balancs =~
Sof itr ade, ‘or theopmron that Britain: accumulates tiches from B
ot s her commerce by recelvmg every yeara. balancem the pre- '

f cxous metals, in censequenee of a constant excess of her exs,

‘\‘_-» - -
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R bread for hlS famlly,

It s perhaps not- less remaxkahle that Mr |
Spence himself proceeds, apparently unconscious *
that 1t is a refutatlon of his own doctri ine wh1ch he
: "/}’-r!]s pennmg, to exh1b1t a proof that his’ system,
" even if it were capable of being mtroduced could

" lead to no happmess, far from- it 5 but.to. a state :

“of the greatest mlsery € Let us: attend he says, £
¢ a moment to the results whlch would ensue from
- ¢ the estabhshment of “such™ a . system. : o

- twelve mxlhons of 1uhab1tants -of Great- Britain
< were to have the seventy three mxlhons of acres -

,‘ of land, whxch ‘this island is sald to contam, Cll-

€ vlded amongst them, each individual receiving six -
. ¢ acres as his share, there can be' no doubt that the

€ condltlon of the great. bulk of: the people would‘ :

« be' materlally unproved -Such a quantlty of land"

e would” suffice for the ploductlon of meat I
€ clothes and ﬁre of every thlng necessary for_;-‘_ ;

| ‘ longer “anxious. about the means: of provu:lmgj’—_ v
10ht devote h1s abundanf.'

A {

ports over her 1mports

1t has been demonstrated that no such balance can be 1ece1ved

< westill, as a century ago, hear ‘not only our newspaper poh- L
. t1c1ans, but our statesmen even,’ estlmatmg the .value of a’ :

‘ branch of commerce by a refelence to this exploded them y.)

: Dees Mx. Spence ablde by his own- sentence, that he was more
‘ Jgnorant ‘than -a tyro in, pohucal economy, ‘when his second{f ’
~edition was pubhshedP Or will he exert his mveuuxty to prove
. that’ his former passage was consrstentwuh the present? -
can undertake this, I would not have advxsed hun to expungo -
g the former passage. L : S R

L ‘* Bntam Indepen of Commerce, p 27

If the

A Glarmgly absuld as is. thls doctrme g
*#.in the eyes of every. tyro in political economy, and clearl) as

Ifhe

)

6r

K lelsule to the Culth&thl’l of ‘his mind; and thus ,
e 1ealxze, for: a whlle, ‘the " golden dréams of '@ -
6 Conclorcet or a Godwm..

s amount of the -wealth brought mto ‘existence

-

€ duratlon

¢ years. v

e

'

,"\'

€

1ts exxstence ‘would: remain:

<

Supposmg then thls state of thlngs to
¢ continue, in seventy-ﬁve years from its establish-

 exist on seventy-three millions of acres of land..
¢ Here, then, mlsery would commence ; 3 the dxfﬁ-

propomon populat1on would ‘be: ‘at-a stand ;

¢ dreadful consequenccs would ensue whlch so fre-

quently befal the over peopled country of Chma.

Yet however g1 eat( o

o WOuld be 1mpossxble for it to accumulate wealth o

< For, as‘all its members would promde their own~ N
~ <food, there could be no: sale for any surplus pro-
< duce,: consequently no greater quantlty would be
© ¢ raised than could be consumed, and at the end’
< of the year, however great might'have: ‘been: the

e durmg that period by agnculture, not a trace of
“Nor would the
prosper1ty of such a state of soclety be of - long,. .
“In a nation where-such pleuty relgn-,

¢ ed the great command - of the Creator, ‘to in-
. €.crease and multlply, would act in full force,’ and

e the populatlon would double” in " twenty-ﬁve. ;

ment, Britain: would contain nmety -six millions
of souls, a number full as great-as could)posmbly T

3 culty of procuring subsxstence would be greater L
" to the whole of ‘society than it now is. to asmall

. "":‘ and “on any occasional . fallure of food all the

'17'; * It 18, 1emarkable m what obv1ous mstances the unsteadr- .
. nmess, of Mr, Spence s 1deas somehmes exhxblts 1tself . Thus he L
. tells us, (p. 18 of : hls pamphlet) that ¢ gold aud sﬂver ale un~ -




| Soarcely cdu]d we desnre an autbor to- admlmstee '
,_th*h more nawete than thlS -to lns own confu«‘ v

tatlon. s

The doctrme of Mr Spence then comes, to‘
_‘ thls.' If heé.. admxts absolutely the 'ucxom of the
E conomzstes, that land is the’ only source."of
~wealth: 5 -then. he must admlt the whole of their
‘'systém, which is: built: upom this axiom. with loglcal -

~and: unquestxonable exactness; but which-we havée
- found tobe utter]y 1mpractlcab1e in'human- affairs;

: 'md tending, evew if it could: be. mtroduced not -
 to a state of happmess but to.a state -of misery.

_ "{Mn. Spence indeed assertq over and over, that the
~ axiom of the L‘oonomzstes is-an’ undoubted- truth: "
o Nay he enters into a chain of  reasoning,. or illuss

tration, - to prove that it is mcontrovertxble.. ,VVe

" might  therefore, by ‘all the laws of reascnmg,,
- hold h1m to the conclusxons whlch necessarlly flow .
< from it. - Butas he seems to wish- to relax a. little o
 from the: seventy of the economxcal system,f when
'he adrits that it is mappl’xcable to. the present.
L canumstances of Burope; “let us exaniine this -~
: _'-amended doctrme. We shall ﬁnd that no: argua .

e doubtedly wealth Yet m the very same page he says, '
, ¢ © If gold atid sxlver be but the 7'epresentatwe of wealth and .
paper-vnoney, the: shadOW of aishade,‘ &e. and:- ‘then pro- -

- ededs: to found an- 1mport9m mference |apon thls»assumptxen.

1n the 'next page, too, he says, ° Thus, then, - whatever is- the' ’

- cxroulalmg medium, whether it be gold and sﬂver, or paper, e
~ “or both, bemg but” h’ze 7cpr esentatwe of 'wealflt there canbe .

kno'dxﬂ?erence as to' tbe sources of wealtb betWeen anauen‘ L T

‘ whnch has, and one which has not, a cu‘cu}atmg medium.’

' M)“ Spence, thoughs evxdently a' man of ‘education,: has era
" tainly been little: accuistorned. to: the ‘businessiof accurate’ comi-""' ‘
. poamon' ‘We ﬁna here, evena grammaucal blunde;. ARUSE RN

’

v

_ment.can be founded upon xt whxch does not in

reality give up. the qnestlon. .. If Ml. Spence say: -
that - land- is. mdeed the only source ‘of wealth,

- but commelce, m the cxrcumstanccs of modern -
?Euvope, is. necessary. to render. the Jand - produc-\ o
tive, we may answer that, all possdale cireum=
»stances even accmdmcr to his own adxmssxon wa
~in the same' manner require commerce, with: the
‘sole exceptlon of that equal’ chvmon of” the land
~which is requxslte to the estabhshment of the eco— L
»‘nom1ca] system. Commerce therefo: e, is condu~
- cive to the prospemty of national aﬁlms ine every

(‘oncurrence of’ c:rcumstdnces conslstept w1th the

Taws. of human natare. - If Mr. Spence stlll msmt
- | ,that commerce - is only medzazely that land. alone
is: zmmedmtely. the. source of wealth, we'shall cer- =
tainly 1 not’ dlSpute w1th h1m about a word how=
- ever. mcorrect we. may deem the word VVthh he
- emp]oys- for. in a- questlon about the utlhty of
 food to- the haman body, we should not. think it
necessary very anxiouasly to contend WJth any news
‘fangled physxologlqt who should argue’ that food =
does not contribute tor the renovationand expan-» e
| ‘-’slon of the bodlly parts zmmedzazelyz by direct -
- conjunctxon, but only 7)26dﬂalel'[/, by~ stnnulatmg
- ~the organs to accomphbh this renovation’ and’ex- ,
@pansmn.,; We shou]d thmk it fully suﬁiment for o

the pxoof of our . posltlon,, that food is usefal, if -

- itwere admitted, - that without food; such effects
‘ *eeuld’not be produced We sbou]dnot however, =
' pay much dttention to our’ physmloglcal Instruc» \
- tory: should he proceed to- his practical dEdU(‘tIOHS, :
'j_and tell us, ¢ Bonap"u'te wal speedlly be: able to

L -
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L sumptlon

6

*

L8 cut off' your Whole supphes of food but be not

B in"the- least degtee alarmed;. only listen to me,

';;r anclI will prove to. you that food is not éimmedi-
R ately Y5 _but medzately useful to your bodies; there=
‘ 5,1,‘ fore you can do as well or perhaps better,
o ';‘ 'w1thout 1t ”’* j. VL Pl v

i

el In one or two passages, partrculaxly one mserted for the; .
K 'ﬁrst time in hrs 3d edition, Mr. Spence appears desirous. to in- -
'smuate that there is a distinction between manufactureé for ;
’home consumpuon, and manufactures for exports, in resp(.ct .
" to'the encouragement of agrxculture, as if manufactures for

- ,home consumptron contrlbuted to.the progre ess of agnculture,
o .but manufactures for exportatlon did not It WOuld have'been o
hrghly satrsfactory, if this mdeed be his opxmon, foreven that\
. does not certamly appear, had he but taken the trouble to give.
o ‘us his reasons.- As for me, I frankly own, I cantiot $o- much
: ,fas concelve what those reasons could have bcen. :
"lect however, very drstmctly ‘where Ml. Spence mforms us., .
" that manufactures for home consumptnon can never add to the o

, wca]th of any country, bat that manufactures f01 exportatron o
somenmes may. _‘He tells us, p. 17, that his alguments ¢ have;»' '
ot convmcmorly shewn that all wealth is created by agrxculture,
-~ $mone by rnanufacjures, meamng manufactures for- home con-
¢ when a lace manufac-- v
f'.‘,‘ turer has been s0 long employed in° “the manufacturmga
: pound of ﬂax into lace, that hls subsxstence during that pe-'.«
- friod has cost ££230; this sum is the real worth of the- lace,b
et ,,‘ and 4if it be sold @’ iwme whether for- £30 or, £60, the na-.
‘ tl@n 18 no rzcim Jor this mmngfactule. :

I can recol—

.He tells us too, p. 43,

Bnt if this. lace be ex-,
p01 ted to anothex country, and there sold for £60, 1t is. un-

" ¢ deniable that’ the exportmg natron ‘has added £30 to 1ts
s wealth by its sale
e However enlarged all the views, and however correct the\

e reasenmg of Dr. Smlth on most branches of the subJect on.~

e which he wrote, ‘he has 1n many instances fallen mto errors, =
£ to the full-as egregrous as those whrch he Condemns. Letus
- next hear the instances which he specrﬁes; < wrtness hrs doc-

CLE tune, that Wealth is really created by manufactmes rmde and

- He says “too, p. 5

»A.'

ed” edmcn, B

Consumptzon.

THE doctnne of Mr' Spence respectmg corie
% sumptxon is not less worthy of examination than
his! doctrlne concer ning, productlonr - o

B

L ThlS author dmdes the members of a clvﬂrzed

ers—-—-The class of cultlvators—-—The class of ma-g
nufacturer —And the unproductlve class. “As-
. *the whole revenue of a country,’ he says,¥ ¢ is
¢ der1ved ,ﬁom 1ts Iand and as the class of land-

. proprretors are: the recrprents of thrs revenue, 'it, "

‘s evrdent that from. this class must be drawn the

€ revenues of the two other classes of socrety,

. the manufacturmg and unproductlve class. It
Sisa condmon then, essentral he adds, ‘to the ‘
- € creatlon of national wealth, that the * class. of

k& land-proprretors expend the gre eater part of the
e revenue whrch they demve frorn the sorl So )

i long as they perform this duty, every thmg goes

. ¢ on in its proper_tram. “With the funds which

- <the manufacturmg and. the unproductlve classes

€ approprrate to themselves from the expendrture

~¢ of .the class of landowners, they are enabled t6

e consumed at home ; and hlS confused and umntelhgxble at- '
2 ternpt to confute the oppos1te tenets of the ernch Econo« '
I mlsts.‘ Ibld 3

* See M. S's pamphlet’ from p 29 to 37._ ‘
' i A g . F . Al

socret) lnto four classes s the class of landowm o

a

purchase the food Wthh the farmer oﬁ"ers to




¢ each. deriving twerity ‘thousand ponnds a year .
< from - his estates, which . they- have been - accus=
;‘ tomed to spend, were to be. convmced by | the ar-
¢ guments of Dr.. Smlth that the practlce of pal-
g‘ simony is the.most effectual ‘way of aocumulatmg
¢ natlonal uches, and shoulcl save the gé"lOOOOOO o
_‘ ivhxeh theu revenue 'unounted to. Is it not self-'
;‘ ev1dent l’.h‘lt the members of the manufacturmg
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K them. The f’armet being enabled to dlspose of’
-~ ¢ his pnoducc, acquires the funds necessary for the
¢ payment of his rent, &c. ~Let us make the

¢ supposition that ﬁfty ‘of our great landowners,_x

. and unpl oductlve classes, who had’ heen accus-

d tomed to receive this suin, would h'we then’ power

_,‘ of consummg dxmvmshed> T he farmer cofise- :
quently could not sell $0 much ‘of hlS produce,~

a ‘_‘ nor at so Uood a price as before. It is clear then
- that expendlture, not palsxmony, is the pro-
g vmce of the olas% of lancl propnetors, and that o

| ‘ the class in questxon, ;that the productlon of na-
"‘ tional wealth depends. And not only ' does the

\

: productlon of national wealth depend upoit ‘the
‘ j‘ expendltme of the class of land—propuetms, but
¢ for the due increase of this ‘wealth, and for the
K eonstantly pr ogxesswe mamtenance of the pros- :
¢ perity of the commumty, 1t is. absolutely requi-
Csite tha,t thls class should go. ‘on progresswely in-
Tt Wlll follow, as a

¢ creasmg its’ expendxture
< corisequence; that -in_countries constltuted as

8 thls and. those compoqmg ‘the - rest of: Europe
o ¢are, ‘the increase of lmxur Y is absolutely essentidl .
¢ to their necessxtles. o It xs 1mpos<1ble eXactIy te’»

!
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K deﬁne what are luxuues and what necessamese
yet a slxcrht conmderauon W111 shew that a vex y'
¢ great ploportlon of our manufactuxes cannot be
mcluded under the latter title. Every one knows‘

« that a few hundxeda a yeax are suﬂicmnt to pxo-.

e cure "lll the neceavarles and comfon ts of hfe \

! what then can the sums abOVe thxs amount ‘

| who have. thezr 55’10 OOO and £20 GOO a year,l “
© be- expended but in luxmles ? And as from ‘this-
K eonslderatlon it is plaln that the popolatxon of the

¢ Vldlng neeessaues, is fully equal to fabrlcate all
€ that are wanted of this. description, it follows
X that the addltxonal populatxon of this class can
¢ Only be employed in the manutacture of new
~ ‘luxunes. - S X ST
“This i is the ﬁxst part of our amhors doctnne'
concernmg> eonsumpnon, and I have heen anxious
to exh1b1t a full view of it. Its natuxe and value.
' We now proceed to investigate.

The reader ‘of this pamphlet we trust w1ll

1mmed1ately discover one sho:t algument subver—v ,

.. sive of this whlmsmal speculatlon It is founded,

. we see, upon the assumption that land is the only :
‘source ofgwealth ; a- position which we have found -

- to ‘be altogethe1 untenable.  Both mqnufactures

-+ and ‘eommeérce dre sources, and 1mportant soumes

~of wealth ; ‘therefore the landed proprletors are,

not the ongmal owners - of the Whole, nor. of
nearly the whole; -annual revenue of the country.

".The foundauon of Mr Spences doctllne bemg

P |
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thus 1°emoved the superstructure of necessxty'

falls to the gronnd”F

CIt may be useful, however, to eXhlbxt a fuller'

and more | accuxate view of the fallacy of thxs
doctrine 1e3pectmg consumptlon.b Te proceeds
entncly upon a mlsappxehenswn upon the con-
- founding togethe1 of two thmgs, whichi are remark-

ably different, by falhng to dxstmgulsh the dou-' ,
ble mednmg of an amblguous term. The two
senses of the word consumptzon are not a httle,_.

remarkab!e. We say, that a manufacturer con-

- sumes ‘the’ wme Whl(.,h i laid up in his cellar,
- 'when he drxnks 1t we say too, that he hdS con- .
' sumed the cotton, or the wool in hlS warehouse,_‘

when hlS workmern have wrouoht it up: ‘he con-
‘sumes part “of his’ money in paying the Wages of
hxs footmen- 'he consumes another’ part of it in

paymg the wages of the workmen in his” manu-
factory It is very evident, however, that con-_ )
' sumptlon, m the case of the wine and the hvery:

‘servants, means somethmg very dlﬁ'erent from

what it means in the case of the wool or cotton,»

and the manufactuung servants. . In the ﬁrst

-

~ % Mr. Spence here furmshes us Wlth an unanswelable ar<
gument agamst hls docnme ‘of dnrable commodities. He
insists upon it, -as we have already seen, that all commerce is

- unprofitable; - which: does not” import durable comnmodities. |
But commodmes the more thev are durable, - ‘are- the . ‘more
oppomd to consumptxon, In eonfolmlty with his doctune of
consumphon, he ought to recommcnd commerce in the most -
perishable commodltles. His doctrine of [durable commodmes -
_affords an . argument agamst “his- doctrlne of consumptlon,j

and his doctrine of consumption. aﬁoxds an argument agamst_'; '

“his doctrme of durable eoznmodmes.

_'Lase, it 1s plam, that consumphpn means ex-
tinction, actual anmhllatlon of pxoperty, in the '
__second case, it means more propex]y renovatxon,

and increase of propexty - The €ofton or wool

s consumed only that it may appear in a moxe‘_’
.Valuable form; the wages of the workmen only' ,
 that they may bé repald w1th a p:oﬁt in the pro- -
duce of . their labour. In thls manner too, aland
o proprletor may consume a . thousand quarters of
- corn a year, in the maintenance of dogs of horses
for pleasnre and: of hveryservants or he - may con-
‘,sume the same- ‘quantity of eorn in the mainten-
- ance. of agrlcultuxal horses, and of agncultural s

servants. In this mstance too, the consumptlon .
cof the corn, in the first case, is" an. absolute de-
_ structlon of it. In ‘the second case,. the con-
o sumptlon is a renovatlon and mcrease. The
‘agrlcultmal ‘horses and servants” will produce _
“double or triple the quantlty of corn which they
‘have consumed. The dogs, the horses of p]ea- '
'sul e, and the hvery servants, produce: nothmg E
We perceive, therefore, that there are two
'spemes of consumptlon- ‘which are so far ‘from
- bemg the same, that the one is more pnoper]y the -
very reverse of the other. The one is an abso-
lute destruction of property, and is consumptlond'
- proper ly so called ; "the other isa consumptron for
‘the sake of xeproductlon, and might. perhaps w1th _
" more propnety be “called employment than con-
' Sumptlon. Thus the land proprietor rmgrht with'
‘more’ proprlety be said to émploy, than consume
the corn, with whlch he ‘maintains h1s agrrcu]tural o
“horses - and sexvants~ but to consume the corn. -

)
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'Whlch he expends upon his dogs, hvery sexvants,
& The ‘marufacturer too, would most pr operly
be salcl to" emplo_y, not to consume, “that part of

:hxs cap1tal with thoh he pays the wages of his
N manufftctunng servants, ‘but to consume in: the
: ‘strlctcst sense of the wozd what he expends upon o
| ’,Wme, or in. malntamlng hve1y servants. Such

'meamngs of the Word consumptlon, the man 1n
‘whose - rea,sonmgs and dogtrines those meamngs o
are confounded must aruve at woeful conclu-—. ‘
. v'_510ns. [ L : » L ‘
It appears from thlS very expldnatlon of the'.
L mcanlngs of the term, that it is of 1mportance to
~ thé 1nterests of the- country, ‘that as much as
',posmb]e of its annual produce should be employed i
- but-as httle as posmble of 1t consumed The’ 3
- whole' annual pxoduc\, of every countxy is chs-;f
tributed into two. great parts; that whxch “is
destmed to be’ employed for the purpose of re-d.,
_ productlon, and that which is destmed to be con-
| ;'sumed “That part which is de<tmed to serve for'
,. ,reproduchon, naturally appears again next year,
"Wlth its profit. This reproduotxon w1th the profit,
S naturally the whole produce of the eountry for |
k"'"that year, It 1s ewdent therefore, that ‘the
‘ gre'lter the quantlty of the produce of the pre-;_'f
: eedmg year, which is destmed to admlmster ta. .
reploduotlon in the next, the gleater will natu-
, turally be the pxoduce of the country for that -
year, . But as the whole annual produce of the
vcountry is ne(.essan]y dlstrlbuted into’ two parts,
‘the greate; the quantlty whlch is taken for thef'ﬂ

{

g

: one, the sm'xllep is the quantlty Whlch is lef't for

“the other, " We have seen, that the greatness of

" the- pnoduoe of the country in any year, is alto-

gether ‘dependent upon ‘the greatness of the
quantlty of the produce: of the former year; which

is set apart for' the busmess of 1eptoauct10n." L
‘The annual pxoduce is ‘therefore  the’ greater,\'» .
‘the less the portion is which is alloted for con~
sumptlon WIf by consumpt}on therefore  Mr. -

Spence means, what we have termed consu*nptxon‘

‘properly -so- called, or dead unproductlve ¢on- .

sumptlon, ‘and it does appear that this is. his

) meanmg, his doetnne is so far from belng true,
“that it is the very. 1eve}se of the txuth.- The in-;

“terests of the country are the most promoted ‘not

by the greatest but by the least p0381b1e con-

sumptlon of this descrlptlon.' :

-Let not Mr. Spence, however, be alaxmed :
Let him rest in perfect asSurance, that the Whole ;
'~ annual produce of the country will be always very’

~completely consumied, whether his: ‘landholders

choose to spend or to accumulate, - No portlon of

it will be left unapplopuated to the one species '
of consumption, or to the other.' No man, if
~ hecan help it, Wﬂl let any paxt of his ploperty -
" lie useless and run to waste. Nothmg is more
clear, than that the self inter est of ‘men;, ever has . -
A unpelled ‘and ever wﬂl 1mpel them, with 'some

very trxfhng e‘{(‘LPtIOI’lS, to use every partlele of
propexty which accrues -to them, either to’ the

_ purpose of 1mmed1ate gratlﬁcatlon, or of futurev'
- profit. That paxt ‘however, which-is destmed for
future proﬁt, is Just as comp]etely consun*ed as
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~ that which i is destmed for: 1mmed1ate gratxﬁcat;on. ‘
A thousand ploughmen consume fully as much
carn and-cloth in-the course of a'year as a regi- -
ment, of soldiers.  But the chﬁ"erence between the
kinds of consumption is immense. ‘The labour
; ‘of the ploughman has, during the year, served to
. call into existence a quanuty of- property, ‘which
- ‘not only repays.the corn and cloth which he has
o consumed, but repays it with a profit. The soldier :
. lon ‘the other. hand produces nothing. . What he

has consumed is gone, and its place is left ab.

solutely" vacant. -The: country is the, poorer for
 his consumptlon, to the full amount ;. Qf what he
has consumed. - It is not the poorer, but: the
richer - for what the ploughman has consumed,
because, during the time he was consuming it, he o

has reproduced what does 'more than rep]ace it.

- We may. hence - perceive how. it 18, thdt a‘
jcountn y advances in' property, and. how it is that
it declines. - When the ' produce - of each “year is

~ the same with that of the precedmg yeary. it is
“plain that the riches of the country are stationary;

~ ‘when the -produce of each year is greater than .
‘_'~that of the preceding, the wealth of ‘the country '

- is advancing; and,when the produce of each.year

" is-less. than that of the preceding, the wealth.of

‘the -country is on the decline.” What then is the

“causé by Whlch the annual produce. of a country .

§s increased?- About this there can luckily be no- -

controversy. “The cause’ by which the anpual -

produce of a country is increased, is. the increase

- of that division of the annual pr 'oduce, which is _
destmed to: admmloter to repr oduchon,. That we
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may have more woxk ‘we must employ - more o
: wonkmen, and use more matenals ‘The-main- -
_tenance: of. these workmen, and the matermls on .

. which they operate, are the new. fund which is .

' mdlspensably requisite to the increase of the an-
nual produce. = But the only source: wheunce this -
-provision can be drawn, is the source whcnce the

- whole | fund ‘destined  to administer to repro-

duction is - drawn, .the annual- pxoduce of the.

_ .country Now, -we have already. elearly seen,"" '

. that the annual  produce of every country is =

always - divided into two . parts, that “which is

destined for mere consumption, and that whxch is

~destined fon the business of reploductlon and -
“that these. two- parts ‘always wholly exhaust that
-produce. . In whatevex propomon, thelefme, the

part destined - for ‘reproduction is. aurrmented, in

- -the 'same proportion must the’ pzuﬁ mtended for-l»
fconsumptlon be diminished, and vice versa. When :
 the -affairs of a country are statlonary, wheri the .

produee of this year, for example, - is the same

- with that of the last, that is to say, is equal- both
" to that part which was appr oprlated to the business
of xeproductlon, and to that which was appro-
;pnated to concramptlon the part destined for re-.
‘ \productlon must have been so large as to suﬂ%e
for replacing . itself, and for aff'ordnw an increase
equal to that part of the annual pxoduce which -
‘was taken for consumption.  Agdin, if the pro- - -
* duce for the succeeding year is to. be the same
~with the present, such a part of this year's pros
. duce must be devoted to the business of repro- -
i ductaon as wﬂl suffice to rep]aoe 1tse]f, and to aﬁord'
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A surolns equal fo that part” whxch is 1eserved for
- ammediate consumptlon While this. proportlon :
Cods mamtaxned ‘the situation’ ot the country is sta-

tionary. : . When, however, it for tunately happens;

 thata smaller. proportion than this of the annudl
' ;-produce is  withdrawn: for consumption, and g
~ greater - pxopoxtlon than - this *is left for repro-
" duction, the prosperity of the country advances.

The produce of ‘each year is greater than that of

‘the preceding. = On the other hand,’ whenever in
~ the. stationary - situation of ‘a country, a greater

than the usual propoi tion of the annual pxoduce

*is withdrawn from the business of reproduction,
and devoted to consumptxon, the produce of -the -
'succeedmg year: ‘becomes necessauly diminished;
“and as long as this consumptmn continues; . the
- affairs of the country are retrograde. It is evi=
“ dent that the arrangement of socxety, which has. .
-a tendency to. draw the greatest proportxon of -
‘thé annual produce to consumption, is that in
fdwhlch there is the gteatest inequality of fox tune 7
" in which there is the greatest number of persons, :
- who have no occasxon to devote themselves to any

- nseful ‘pursuit.
;'great fleets and armies, which i is always the most

But it is the. mamtenance ‘of

formidable welght in the scale of. consumptlon,

_‘and which  has the most fatal tendency to turn
- the balance against 1eproduct10n and prosperity.
IS O is by the lamentable. continuance of wars, al-"
most always nounshed by puerlle pxqudlces and ¢
blind - passaons, that -the. affairs of piospenous’?'
“nations  are . first ‘brought to the statlouary con-
.dltlon, and fxom thls plunged 1nto the retlogz ade. =

1

of the miser ies wh]ch he supposes would . flow
fxom a dlsposmon in the hndholders not to spend;

¢ be conSIdered that money borlowed on mtetest v
£1s destmed not for expendltuxe, but to be em-
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M. - Spence oft'ers one curious observatmn.'

After the statement whxoh we have alre"ldv quoted

“he anticipates an objectxoq et it not be urged,

says he, that what t'ney mxght save would not be :

hoarded,  (for misers now-a-days are wiser ‘han to

keep theu ‘money’ in_strong boxes at home) but
“would bc lent on, interest; it would st111 be em—'ik

ployed m cnculatlon, and would stlll qwe em-

ployment to- rndnufactuxers "This obJectxon he

encounters Wlth the followmg answer: = ¢ It should

ployed as Cﬂpltdl ; that the very cxrcumstance of

¢ lessening expendrtme decreases the means of
¢ the proﬁtable employment - of capltal and con-' |
¢ sequently that the employment of the sum' al-

¢ luded to as capital, ‘would in no degree dxmlmsh S

¢ the har dshlps of those, who had been deprived

< of the revenue . derived from its expenditure.’ |

Wondet fal, as aftex what we have been consider-
_ing, it may appear it is yet certcun, that Mr.

Spence here - objects to the augmentation of the, ‘
“portion of the annual, ploduce, ‘which is destined

for reproductxon The savings. of the ]andhold-

ers, says- he," would be employed as capltal But

~why should they not be employed as capltal?

Because, ‘says Mr. Spence,‘e}spendlture would be

lessened “Well may we here. congratulate our au=

tho: on the cleamess and comp1 ehensxveness of hxs
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~.stud, and his dog kennel?
" the " country' do mnot’ expcnd as “well as the

76
What then? The corn Wthh we SUp-
posed the landowner to consame upon_ his agn-
cultural ’ sexvants and “horses, - would ‘not be as.
complete]y expended as that which we snpposed
him ‘to consume upon his hve1y servants, his

‘The p}oughmen of

soldlersp Thexe is here a want’ of dlsccmment

" which in’ a man, > who stands up as an emphatlcal
“teacher in pohtlcql economv, “does har d}y deser»e
. qnarter*
kduce, that whlch is destined for reproductxon and

of the two parts of the annual pro--

| that which is destlned for consumptlon, the one

is ds completely expended as the other, and that
:‘»part which is destined for reproductlon, is | that
- which is’ probably all expended in" the shortest

tnne. For the man who 1ntends to make a pr ofit i is

. Here too, Mr Spence fol]ows a remarkable part of the
‘system of the orlgmal Economistes.

produrt said Mercier de la Rivitre, Ordre Essentiel des 8o~
ciéiés Pelit. Tom. ii. p. 138, At the time ‘when this system

~was first invented, when men had just btgun to analyse the

v

But after the real causes of wealth have been so -
clearly evolved by Dr, Smith, ‘after the mysterious ‘process of
productlon has beeh so-exactly resolved into its first elements,

‘it shows elther a very shght aeqnamtance thh Im work, or a.
.~woef'u1 mabxhty to trace the consequences of the truths de-

: monstrated in 1t, if a man can now adopt the doctrine of 'the

_Economlstes respectmg consumptxon —A ]ate French writer,
- M. Say, Economie Polit. Liv. v. ch. 3, tells a pkasmt anee--

dote’of a p;acucal -pupil of thls doctrme. « J'ai connu,” says,

~_he, “un  jeune homme qui fesait voler par la fenétre les ﬁacons
. de cristal 3 mesure qu’il les deoxt, zl ]‘aut d15a1t~1] encoum"f’r
‘ I&s mamg”actw ¢s:’ - S .

B Y

¢ La consommation est la -~
- mesure de la reproduction,—Plus il se consomme, plus il se

operatlons of somety, such a mlstake deserved,’ perhaps, m—V'- '
- dulgence.
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m haste to obtdm it. But a cousxdexab]e tlme

“may e]apse before a mfm eonsume the. whole of .
.what he lays up for mere gratlﬁcatlon. - He may

. haVe in his cellar a stock of wine to serve him for
sevual years, but the flax’ or the wool in his ware-

house will pxobebly be all worked up in. the course -

of one year.

‘To render ‘the futlhty of Mr Spences objec« o
’tlon~ strl} more clear, e - may shew. him by an

analysrs of a pdztxcuhr case in what manner- the
savings of his landholders would contrlbute not to

- the worst bnt to the best eﬂects in. uvﬂ sooiety o
o As this error xespectmg ‘the unportance of  dead -

consumptron is common both to the mercantile

system and to that of the Economzstes, and very
genexally d]fﬁ]oed among the oxdmary partof
: mankmd, it is of no. httle importance, even: at

the risk of being thought tedlous, to endeavour
to set it in the strongest.light I am able. " Let.

us suppOse that one of Mr. Spence s landholder .
w1th a revenue of #£10, 000, the whole of whxch

‘he has been accustomed to spend in the main-

tamance of a brilliant- and luxunous estabhsh- ;

ment; becomes resolved all at oncé to cut short
hns expendxture one half He has thus the vexy

first “year 5,000 -to dispose of.  Even .

Spence “allows - that he w1]1 lend- not hoard 1t

Let us suppose thdt he lends 1t to the hnen manu~ -

fdctmer in his nemhbomhood

;.htmds is it gmmedlately applied? to the auginen-

-.tatxon unquestlonabl.yr of his business.

- He goes

. dxrectly and’ buys an ‘additional quantlty of flax’
ifrom the farmer, he sets to wo:k an addltronal
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arttséns in erectmg tox lvrrm dn addltlonal number'
- ‘of looms, and he” hnes '1n “additional number of‘

weavers: - In thxs —m'mnex the £10 UOO of the

' Jaiidbolder is 4§ eompletely ‘consumed’ s ever it -

was. -But £5, 000 of it s consumed m a very

: jd1ﬁ'erent mafner. It is consutiied,” lst upon a,
- very dlﬁerent set of people, an(l 2d toa Very dlf-
fererit enid.”

1. It is consumed upon the growers,
the - dreSsers, the spmners, and weavers of ﬂax,

. with ‘the  carpentefs, blacl{smxths, and other ar--
tisans whose labours are- subServxent to that ma- -

nufacture, instead of bemg expended as formerly,

upon lacqueys and cooks, and the other artificers |
of lTukary. -2: Tt is expended for the qake of res 3
productlon.. By means of its cxpendlture a pro- B
_ peity of ‘an equal and more th'm equal amount is

fiow called into existence; by its forter . expen-

dxture nothmg was. called into e*«:lstence. The .
.'pxoduee of the countty for thlS yedr therefore is-

greater thdl’l it would.other wrse have been by the
amount of £5 000, with its natu:al pzoﬁts. If

Wwe, suppose these pxoﬁts to. be only ten per eent
“which is su;ely 1easonable, the pxoduce of the
couitty is thus £5,500 ‘the gréater,” on ac- o
count of the very first yea1 S savmg of. the land-

'holder

* Mr upence S’I)S in a note (p Q-L of s pamphlet 3d edl-
tlon) ¢ There is 4 smgular vagueness and- confusion in'. the'

| e -wholé of Dr. Smxlh 5 reasomng, 1elame to the’ dxﬁ"exent ef-<
s fects of - prodmalxty and . parsimony | pon nanonal wealth
CE Hxs ar gurnems seem to be mtended to mamtam, that fresh

) 4.

,
:

e

Another gstrange pervers:lty of Ml. Spences
‘doctnne here presents ‘itself. . It is directly op=

posed to. the very end which - 1t purposes to, pro=’ - o

#ote, consumptlon By renouncing Mr: Spence 5

plan in the mstance ‘we have adduced;’ the couni+
iy would have more to expend to. the amount of :
#£5,500'in the very first year of the new 0peratxon ‘
‘of the £’s, OOO _because it would have :more pro= -
duce to the amount of £5 500, Mn. ‘Spence |
wxll ‘not sur ely say that ‘4 nation can consume
“mofe than it produces ‘and it is very odd that he.

and the other pupils of the same doctrine do not

~reﬂeet that consumptxon s, posterlor to pxoduc— g

tion,’ as it is impdssible to. cotsurne ‘what is not -

‘produced. . Consumption in the necebsaly order
- of'things is the effect of procluctlon not produc- -
“tion. the effect. of consumpt1on. . But "as every - -
country will infallibly consume to the full amount -
of-its production, whatever.is applled to aUgment;
the annual produce of the country by conse-

quence augments its annual - consumption. The
greater therefore the depatture from Mr. Spence s

- rales, the more I“lpld in every country the morease \
of consumptlon w1ll be* o S

& capltal may be proﬁtably employed, in manufactunng goods v
whlch nobbody will 'buy; for, certamly no purchasers would

- <Be found for the goods brought into existénce by the employ=
< thent of new capxtal, if all the members of the society weqé
€ to convert the giedtér part of their revenueinto Capltdl AU
“‘This is pretty ‘much 45 if 2 follower of the Ptolem'uc astronomy
“shionld acétige the reasonings of Slrjsaac Newton of vagueness
and confusxon, ‘because they do not tally wnh the doctrmes of '

: fhe cyclég and’ eplcycles. o

-~

o My reader may Coﬁmnce hunself by personal mspectzon
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e obscunty may still appear to rest upon 1t

80

Thex‘e is another 1dea the expllcatnon of wl’ncli :

I conld have wxllmgly av01ded ‘because it is more
dbstmse than may. dppear adapted to the . greater

~ part-of the, 1edders of a pamphlet and after all - ;
the pams I can take to render it plain’in’ the nar-
‘row space: to': whxch 1'am confined,: con51derable .

Tlnss '

expllcatlon ‘however is not’ only necessary becausel-
1t serves to ‘clear away a. 1emammg ob_]ectlon of"

the Economlstes, but because. it - exposes -the fal-_

lacy of certain: notlons even in this-country; whlch

thleaten to have very ‘extensive practical conse-

- quences.
- express great apprehenslons lest ‘capital should in-

- crease too fast; lest the pxodnctxon of commodl- ;

‘The Economistes and their: dlsmplesﬂ

ties should be too rapxd ‘There is only, sa they,v

‘a market for a given quantlty of commodities, and

if. you increase  the supply beyond that quantlty; o

}ou w1ll be unable to dlspose of the sur plus..-..

vy
o

that the follow'ncr passage is actnally to be found in 1 'Vl'r .

Spence’s pamphlet (p. 55)
‘Elus invention  and employment of improved machmery,

“in the spinning . of cotton, - anm‘ally -gained great riches.

¢ Sir- Richard Arkwndht by'

¢ But would he ever have been wealthy, if he had every year .

for his 1mmedlate
spent id tea, wine;’ sugar, &ec. . deatmed

s consumptlon, a sum equal to, -or greate1 than, the whole of -

¢ his gain ?- Sulely not.

. The dullect intellect mnst see, that:

¢ he never could have’ acquired wealth, by, this constant ex~

penduure of his galm, in articles to be consumed by hlm-—
¢ self,. VVthl], when . consumed, - left -no. relie behmd ‘them

e “however great. might have been his gains, and"however long o

:-he might have - actecl on: “this system -1If, then, a: pnvqte

f ma,nufaclme\ cannot 'mquue wealth in. tlns way,, .neither can’

‘a manufactuﬁng nanon. The cases are precxsely parallel. -

l

‘purchases of the nation.

-

81 ‘ : -

No proposxtxon ‘however i in pOllthdl oecbnomy"“

t seems ‘to ‘be- more: cer tam than th1s which I am-
gomg to announce, how pax adoxxcal soevex 1t ma) s

at first. swht appear; and if ‘it be true, none un-.
doubtedly can be. deemed

understood by it than that somethmg is xeady to

be exchanged for the oommodlty which we would " |

dlspose of? When' goods are. camed to market
what is wanted is somebody to buy. = But to buy,

 one must have: Wherethhal to pay. It is obvxously |
. therefore the collective means of payment which: -
“exist in the Whole nation that constitute the en-
‘tire market of the natlon. : '
the: collectwe means of payment of the whole"
‘Do~ they not. consist in its annual
produce; ‘in- the annual revenue of the gene- |

But wherem consist’

natxon P

ral - mass - of - its mhabltants.' But if ‘a2 na--

“tion’s .power of - ‘purchasing is exactly measured
by its -annual p:oduce, as it undoubtedly is;
_the: more ‘you incréase the annual produce, the

more by that very act you' extend ‘the natlonal\
market, ‘the power of purchqsmg and- the actual

tional quantity of f goods thelefoxe which is at any

' -time created in" any country, “an add1tlonal power ’

- of: pmchas:ng, exactly equwalent, is at the same

instant created; _
'naturally ovexstocked either with capxtal or with -
| commod1t1es, as the very opexatlon of capxtal

so-that a natxon can never be-

of ‘more importance.”
The production of commodities creates, and is the -
one and universal . cause which creates a market:, :
“for the commodmes produced. Let us bnt consi--

~ der what i is meant by a market. Is any thmg else

Wh’ttever be the addi-"
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‘ akes a Vent for its p1oduce. Thns to recur to
the - example . “which we have already analyzed
fresh goods to the amount of £5,500 were. pre-.

-~ pared for the market in consequence of the appli=

“cation of the £5000 saved: by the landholder.

. But what thenP have we not seen that the '—mnuvl
_ pxoduce of the countxy was mcredsed that is, the \
~market of the country widened, to the extent of -

45,500, by . the ' very same. ‘operations ? - Mr.. -

' Spence in one place adv1ses his reader. to conmder :

“the cxrcumstances of a country in which all ex-

change should be in the way of barter, as the

idea of money fr equent]y tends to per plex.‘ If he

will fo}low his ,own adwce on this occasion, he *
will edsdy perceive . _how necessauly productlon
fcreates a. m'uket for produce. “When money is
laid out of the question, is it not in reaﬁty the

dxﬂ'(.rent commodmes of the. countly that is to

- say, the different articles of the annual produce,
~ which are annually exchanged ‘against one an= -
other ? Whether these commodities are in- great'\'\
. quantlt‘es or in small, that is to say, whether the . .
~ country is rich or poor, will not one half of them -

dlwa) s balance the other ? and is it not the barter-of

one half of them with the other which actually :
constitutes the annual purchases and sales of the-

country 2 Is it not the one half, of the goods
“of a ‘country which umvexsally forms the mar=

' ,ket for the other half, and vice velsaP And -

is. thxs a market that can ever be overstockedP,

Or can it produice the’ least dlsorder in this mat‘-‘,

ket whether the goods are 'in gxeat or in smah.; -

. quantity ? All that here can ever be reqmsate is -
" that the goods should be adapted to one another,

o e '

85

th*xt is to ‘say; that every man who has goods to |
, dlSpOSC of should always find all those different sorts
of goods with whiich- he. wishes to supply himself
‘in retarn. © What is the dxff'erence when ‘the
goods are in great quantlty and when they are in’
small ¥ Only this, that in the one case the peo«
ple are liberally supplled with goods, in the other - |
“that they are scan‘uly, in the otie* case that the
' country is rich, ‘in the other that it is poor : but o
in'the one ease, as well as in the other, the who]e |
of the goods will be exc‘]anged the "one half -
against the other ; and the market will always be
- equal tothe Supp]) '
" demand of a nation is always equal ‘to the pro-

Thus it appears that the

duceof a nation. Thxs mdeed ‘must be so 5 for
what is the demand of a nation ? - The demand

of'a natlon is exactly its power of purchasing.

But what -is ‘its power of - purchasmg ! The ex-
tent undoubtedly of its annual produce. The ex-
tent of its'demand therefore and the extent of its

~ supply are always exaot]y commensurate. ‘Every
 particle of the:annmnal produce of a country falls

as revenue to somebody. But every individual in
the nation uniformly. ‘makes purchases, or does

what is equwalent to-making purchases, w1th every ‘
farthing’s worth which accrues to him,  All that

part which is destmed for mere consumptxon is

evxdent]y employed in purchases, ‘That too which :

15 employed as capital is not. less so. Tt is either’

~ paid as wages to labourers, Who 1mmedlateI) ‘buy

- with it food and other ‘necessaries; or. it is em-
' ffployed in'the purchase of raw materials. ~The
‘whole annual produQe of the counh try, thexefore, ‘
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beyond its due propox tion; but by th"nt ver} cu-v
cumstance is implied that some other commodlty:

is not pxovxded in sufficient proportion. What
indeed is .meant by a commodity’s exceedmg the

84

18 empIO}cd in m'lkmg purchases.  But as it is

“the whole annual produce too which is oﬁ'ercd to
sale, it is visible that the one bart of it is em- . -

. ployed in purchasingthe other, that how “great

~soever - that annual produce may - be ‘it alwqys . imaxket? Is it not. that there is a portion of - it “for
'cxedtcs a market to " itself; and that--how . 4 which there is nothing that can be had in ex-
. @reat soever - that port1on of ‘the annual produce . L change._ But of those other things then the pro- -
Whlch, fs destined - to admlaxster “to Ieplodu_cj 4 portion is too small, A part of the means of
_ tion, that is, how great soever the portion em- 1 - production which had been applied to the prepa-. -~ R
RN “ ployed as ca_pitz{l,fits effects always are to render ' ration of this: superabund'mt commod:ty, should =~ S ;1
o the country richer, and its inhabitants more opu- have been apphed to the: preparation of ‘those = - |
lent, but never to confuse or to .overload . 'the other commodmes till the balance between them R
mtlonal market. I own" that ‘nothing appears ‘had been ‘established.  Whenever this balanceis =~ = =
to me more cornpletely demonstrdtlve than thiis properly preselved there can be no superfluity of . : ’
reasoning.* . S ; commodities, none for, Whlchd market will .not be o
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‘Jgg v It maybenecessqu,however, toremark thatana-'b A - ,leady " This’ balance too the natural order of ‘
§§ : ~  tion may easﬂy have more than enough of anyone | - things has so powerful a tendency to produce, that - : o
f

commodity, though she can never have morethan i - it will always be very exactly preserved where the - . 5y
enough of commodmes in" general. . The quan- mJudxclous tampermg of government. does not pre- l :
,txty of any one commodlty 1Tay easxly be carrled ) ‘vent, or those dxsorders in the intercourse of the

% The attentive reader will perceive that no ‘déduﬁ:tibxa"
_is made’in the preceding argument for that: part of -the an-
nual’ pxoduce which is consumed 1mmed1ate1y by the pro-
ducer.  The ‘molive for this was a desire not to - perplex

the drdument by thfymg “clauses.  To l]()tl-CB thls parh-»_ '

¢ular, b the same time, was entlrely unnecesseﬂy, sinde

" that part of the annual produce which may be consumed
by the . producer, | as it increases not - the . demand “in’ ‘the’
national market, s0. neither does 1t mcxease the stock or-
. supply in that market, because it is not carrxed to- marketf' o
© o atall, It is also-to be consldefed that in evu’y (:Ountry-’ o
where labour - is - well lelded and skllfullv applied, the =
'propoxtlon of ‘the produce which" t.he pxoducers 1mmedlate1y,~

© €)nsame - is always ve;y small

i

world, pr oduced by the wars into which the inof

kfendmg part of mankind are plunged, by the folly :
- much more frequently than by the wxsdom of thcxr*-
lu]exs. o

J -

‘This 1mportant and as it appems demonstla-'
‘txve doctrme, aff’ords a Vxew of commexce WI’]]Ch

o What ltheﬁ' ané We to think of such ‘s‘peculators as 'Lbid
~ Henry Detty,’ who told the House of Commons in one of the .

debates on the appropnatlon of part of the smkmg fund in his

new finance plan, that it was necessary. to prevent the national

 debt from bemg paid too f'lst, lest the country should beconte
"overstocked with capital » There Wi, not an mdxvxdm; in the
- I—Iouse ‘who contmdxcted him.
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' ought to be: yery consolatm y to Mr. Spence. It
~ shews that a natjon always has within itself a mar-
ket equal to all the commodities. of which it ean’
; p0551bly bave to dispose; that its power of purcha—‘-
. sing is always equ;valent to its -power of produ-
~cing, or atleast.to- its actual p1 oduce;. and that
o asit never can be | greater, so it never can “be less.
v -?}'orexgn commerce; therefore; is in all cases a
 matter of expedxency rather than ' of necessﬂ:y.
- The intention of it is not to furnish a vent for the
| produce of thie industry of the country, because -

that mdustry always furnishes ‘a vent for itself.

| The intention of it is te exchange a part of our
~.own Commodxtles for a part of the- commodmes
Whreh we prefer to our own of° some other nationy -
to exchange a set of ‘commodities which it pecuh- L
~arly suits our country to produce for a set of com-
4modities which it peculiarly suits that other cotm‘-i .

try to produce. - Its use and advantage is to pro-
mote a better ‘distribution, dmslon ‘and applica-

tion of the labour of the counhy ‘than would

-otherwise take place, and by consequence to ren-

©der it -more productlve It affor ds us a better, a

" more convenient and more opulent supply of
(‘;ommodltles than could have been obtained by" _
_the: appllcatlon of our labour within oursel»es,,‘

- éxactly in the same manner as by the free inter-

change of commodities from province to province
within the same country, its labour 1s better dm-»

~ded and rendered more pnocluctlve
It thus appeaxs of what ext:aoxclmary 1mport-—T

ance. to evexy commumty IS the autrmentatlon of
papital; that is to say, the augmentation'of that

S
!

.part of the annu'al pl oduce whlch is consumed i in
‘the way of reploducuon., If we ‘but recall the'

thought of that 1mportant doctrme ﬁrst 1llustrated
by Smith, “that a pr ogression is necessaxy in nati-

onal aﬁ’ans to lendex ihe cucumstances of - the
gr cat body of -the people in any degree comfort-

able, our humanity, as well as our patnotlsm,

will become deeply interested .in - the doctrine of
‘ 'paxslmon} -Dr. Smith shews that even when a
country is statmnal), the mbms‘tcnce of the la- |

bouring classes is reduced to the lowest rate which
ls eonsnstent ‘with eommon humamty H " that .is to

- say, it'is barely sufficient to enable’ them to main-
" tain . their present numbers, but not suﬂiment to

enable them in the least degree to augment them.,

But if we: reoollect how much greater than’ this
_are the powersof mult:pheatlon in the species,

how natural it is for the average of families to be

. more numerous. than merely to Ieplaee the father
- and the mother; we shall see with feelmo's of
- commiseration-how wr etehed must be the cnoum- '
. stances of those famlltes that are more numerous,
“and of how many human creatures bronght into
. ex1stence, it must be the mlsemble fate to perish’
- through want ‘of subsistence, ~ But if such is the
~ dismal situation of the great body of the people, '
when the national affairs are but stat1onary, how .
~miich more shockuw to our fcelmgs are their cir-
~cumstances,’ when tl»e situation of the countr} is
o 1et10grade' In this situation the ldbomer is unable“
"~ to earn even at a rate which is suﬁﬁment to mam- '
. tain the numbus of the labouring class.~ “Cala-
, m;ty now comes down w1i:h a heavxer hand, That;v

/
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!i S class must even be thmncdby the dreadful opexa-‘A o g e i
“ e tion of deﬁcxent subsistence! On the other hand IR R AR A
1 . ~when the affairs of the’ country are progx esswe,. E
- the wages of the labourmg class are sufficient not -
¥ only to maintain. their eXlstlng numbers, but to . Gl CHAP VH
‘ augment them. The reward of labour is'liberal, . . h Of t]ze Natw?ml Debt
_The Iabourer can support a moderate fdmﬂy w1th o : :
ease; and plenty and comfmt dlﬁ'use themseheS» B WERE the eXhOItSUOHS tO consumptlon, Of '
: g throusghout the community. Have we not seenv b - M. Spence and’ others, addlessed only to mchw— s
‘ that this progressive state of society, that all these | duals, we might listen to them with a great « deal.
| happy consequences  result from continual addl- \ \ - of indifference; as we might trust with abundant
tioris made to the capital of the country orto L ~ confidence that the  disposition in mankind to
that part of the'annual produce .which is devoted - ) save and to ‘better their condition would edsg{ ‘
‘o reproduction? and have we not seen that the b = prevail over any speculatwe opinion, and be even
;g R o ‘ retrograde condition, _thh all its deplorable con- ‘ . httle aff'ected by its practlcal influence. When the '
i  sequences, results from maklng continual addi- | same advice, however, is offered to govern-
’,{ tions to that part of ‘the annual produce which-is =~ [ ment, the case is ‘widely and awmlly changed. |
?é taken for mere consumptxon ? Little obhgatlon o ~ Here the dlSPOSIUOn is not to save but to expend.
ﬁ “ihen has somety to those doctnncs by which thxs ' ‘ The tendencv in national affairs to improve, by
i Conbun'}ptlon is- 1ecommended Obstacles eno\v o fhe dlSPOSltl()n m mdmduala to save and tO better
} o exlst to the augmentatlon of cap1tal wnthout the 1 . their condition, here finds 1t§ chief counteractlon.
, ) /‘operatlon of ridiculous speculatxons Were the . .J1 . Here all the most ObVIODS motwes, the- motives
" doctrine that it can increase. too fast, as great a N A calculated to operate ‘upon the greater. part of
- x‘truth as it is.an '1bsurd1ty, the experience of all 1 mankmd ulge to expence; and humad'wmaom
}}}j - the nations on‘earth proves to us, that of all posx-' ] has ‘not yet devised adequate checks to confine
i‘j o Slble -calamities this. would be the least - to be. ‘ “ﬁWlthm the just bounds this universal propen31ty
5 . e »feared Slow has been its progress every whele 4 Letus consxdex then what are likely to be the con~ |
E‘f ~ snd low the degree of prosperity which has in any . sequences should this strong dlsposmon become -
‘ f’}} S ‘pla(‘e been given to the mass. of the peop]e to e C lmpeﬂed and P"eClP‘tdted by a plevallmg sentl- '
ng - - '.§:‘Djqu . ..o b o ment among mankind. " One of the most power-
"ﬁ T AT ST VUL S S S - N :ful restraints upon the pxodlgal mc]matxons of go-
:3‘1 PR A . .1 . vernments, is the condemnation with which ex~
gg P 3o T LR ST pence, at least be)ond tt‘execewed ideas of pro-
1 |
i > p
| :
’g& = - . |
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priety, is sure to be viewed by the people. But

~ should this xestramt be taken off, should the dis-
~ position , of gover nment to spend become heated
by an opinion that it is right to spend, and should

N

it will by the people also be deemed right in then’

_fgovernment to expend, no bounds would then be

set to the consumphon of the annua] pxodnce
' Suchadelnslon could not cutam]y last'long: but
"cven its paxtml 'operation, and that but for a

short tlme, might be- productive of the most"
baneful ‘consequences.  The doctrines of Mr‘

Spence which we have already considered, natu-
rally lead to this ddngerons application ; but it is

only when he comes to speak of the natlonal

debt that his advnce is dn‘ect]y addx essed to go~
vernment.* -

e For my own part sq.ys Mx upence,vy~ ‘1 ami |

'i # We have already seen, P 8o, an’ apphcatlon of - the doc—, .

‘ trme of the utlhty of expence, in the plea of Lord Henry
- Petty for alienating part of the sinking fund. The sinking

fund has been opexatmg for twenty years. It ought in that A

©time to have given 4 tolerable specimen of its effects.  'Well,

how has it paid the. natlonal debt? Why, the natlendl debt is’
. DOW. neaxly tnple of what was its amount when the smkmg
“fund was mstltuted If the rapld ‘payment of the Rrational
debt were ‘the gxeatest of our. dangers, we mlght bless God

upon bemg the securest natxon in the umverse' We may here :

-see, however, with some a]arm, the extent of practice ‘which

~- might rapidly - be given to the consuming doctrine. Lord ‘

. Henry Pettv plofesses to regard the smkmg fund as the sheet
-anchor of the nauon. Yet upon the strenorth of thxs specula-
tmn he could recomrnend te Parllameut to devote part of thai;
xnkmg fund to immediate consnmptmn’
-t Bntam Indep of (‘omn\erce, P 74

this be still farther inflamed by the assurance that

" mistakes which we. have traced. in our author’s
~ doctrines respecting the consnmptlon of -indivi- .
duals, it would be necessary,for me.to tread over

‘agaln the very same steps, to the f'xtlgue of my"

" reader as well as of m}oelf -As the. pxactlcal
"consequences, howeve1 of these ‘mistakes are

0

e mclmed fo believe that the natzonal debt instead
“of bemg injurious, has been of the greatest ser~
¢ vice to our wealth and p!ospcrlty It appears
¢ that man is in fact much more inclined to. save
K than to spend. - The land-proprietors accoxdmg]y
£ have never fully per tmmed their duty s the) have
~ “never expendcd the whole. of 'their revenue.
- ¢ What the land-proprietors have neglected todo,
¢ has ‘been accomphshed by .the’ natlondl debt. I
* < has every now and then converted twenty or

¢ th1rty millions. of what ‘was destmed for capital

¢ into consumable revenue, and it has thus glven o
€ a most beneficial stimulus to agrlcultme. Do
‘The reader does mnot, I suppose, expect that I

“should comphment this doctrine with any Very long;

discussion. = As:it.is founded upon the very samne

deeply dangerous, and as there is reason to think

that they have a more.real- operation in the admi--
~nistration . of British affairs than the mere specu-
'-latlve reader, it is plobable, would casily believe ;
it is mecessary to consider with a little attention
‘ v(the principal points’ of thls apphcdtlon of Mr. ‘-
"Spenve s theory. ' o
- Accor ding to Mr. Spence the natlonal debt has ’
_been advantageous because the government has
'thus spent what the land- proprietors would other-

7

S wise have saved When b.lS lanvuao*e 18 put mto

i
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accmate telmq it means this ; theland proprzegors '

have every year cndedvcured to increase to a cey-
tain amount that part of the ‘annual - pxoducc

whicly is destmed for the busmess of reproduction,
whelcby they would have increased -the annual
- produce, and the permanent. uches of the coun-
try; but government has every year, orat least at
every short interval of years, -taken the property
‘which the people wowid thus ‘have emplo;ed in
augmenting the riches of the country; and has
- devoted it to mere dead consumption, whence the -
~ increase of pr oduction has been prevented.. Itis
in this manner, according to Mr." Spence, that‘!
~ the national debt has been advantageous‘ ;
. Let us hear Mr. Spence’s reasomngs in dcfence |

of thxs doctrme. S Cap1ta] says he,*‘ ¢ i es-

¢ sential to a- ‘nation, but a natzon may have too;‘-: |
¢ much of it; for what is the use of capital, but

‘to prepaxe articles, on which -a revenue may be

< spent, and where is the revenue to be spent; to .

¢ be der 1ved from, if it be all converted into capi-

| o stal® Ttis evident that Mr. Spence here falls into

his old mistake, supposing that capital is not spent
as Well ‘as revenue, that is, the part of the nati-

onal produce which is approprldted to reproduc? N
" tion, aswell as that Whlch is, appropuated to con— SN

sumptlon. ,
¢ When, - durmg a war, says Mr Spencevﬁg

"¢ a loan of twenty or thirty mllhons is made, in - |
¢ what is the sum e*«:pended? Is it not consumed .

o ¥ Bntam Indcp of. Commerce, p. 75
}‘Iilé.;.—‘:‘ﬁz A
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¢ in prowdmp food and clothmg for: the army and
¢ navy, &c.’” . But, had no loan been wanted; and
had: the mdxvxduals of the army and navy been
cultxvatms, xr)anufactmexs, and. contributors, in

all - the necessary ways, to: national . production,’
‘might not the same sums. have been” employed in
maintaining and clothmg them? The difference

~“would have been highly important. -As industrious

-‘.1ndiv1duals, they ‘would have leploduced within
 each year a property- equwa]ent to that which
,they consumed, together with its natural profits.
As soldiers and sailors, they, consumed - without

producmg any t‘hlqg, -and at the end of each year
a property equal to. what they consumed was de-

-stroyed, ‘and -not the leue of a pm cneated to.f' |
. ’eplace it. : TSRO

Aftei h anng What Mr kupence has to say /m'_
-'favour of loans, let us hear him on the subject of
- the taxes. pald for the interest of those loans.
¢ These taxes,’ says ‘he*, ¢ are perhaps a gleatex '
¢ cause of prospent) than the original debt was.”
Hls reason 1s 1mmed1ately 'xdded because, says
,hev}* « thcy are, for the most part, constantly de-

¢ voted to- the purchase of comumable commod1—*

‘ ties;’ that is to say, they are constantly devoted;

- to dead consmhption The same fatal mistake
- still clings.to Mr. Spence. The double meaning
“of “the .word consumptlon still confounds him.
"-Wexe the sums paid in taxes, not sacr xﬁced to .

" 4dead consmnpt10n, would they not st111 bc em-.

o ® Brltam Indep of Commercc, P 75.
K : 1. Ibid. ‘
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' p]oyed in makmg purchases? would they fiot be
\ employed m puxchamng the raw materials of ‘ma-
‘ “or’in- paying the wages of manu-

nuofactures
fdctmmg and agricultaral sexvants, who - with

- these wages ‘again would purchase their food and

clothing? Mr Spence applauds the taxes, because

“they take so much from that part of the annual ' .
- produce of the country, ‘which ‘is “destined - for
| productwe comumptlon, and add it to the part .
“which' is destined for dead consumption. " This is

the very cause for which the mtelhgent contem—

| ’ plator deplores t them. o

¢ Heavy taxes, say'a Mr. Spence*‘c ‘-are doubt-
¢ less oppressnve to many of the members of a
¢ socxety ‘individually consxdered yet “where the
,whole, or by far the greater part of 'the taxes of

S fa natnon are expended in that nation, taxation -

A“ may be carried to a very gleat extent w1thout

‘ It is carious 'to

- observe how extremes meet. Thm is a favourlte
“doctrine too of the mercantile system, of which

¢ 1nJmmg ndtlondl prospent)

those of the school of Mr. Spencc have so great

an abhorrence. The reason ‘of both is the same;
~that the taxes are laid out in the purchase of

commodities; and they have not the discernment:

 to reflect, that the money would have been a§:
~ certainly laid out in the purchase of commodities,
~had it remained as capital. ~ As capital, however,
it would within the year have replaced itself with®
4 a profit; as taxes itisall consumed, and nothmg
s creatcd to replace it. By its consumption as -

‘,* Britain Indep. of \kC‘ori’ninerce,b p 76.

- every countr)
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taxes the countay is. rendered pdorer, by its cons
‘sumption as capltal the kcountxy would‘ hav

N

. become rlcher SR S

- Mr. Spence has next a most exce]lent 1dea. :
The sums paid as taxes, he a]lows, mnght have'
:employed productive labourers. - € But,’ says he*,

<if we have already productl\«e labourers, suﬂi-

< cient for the supply of all our wants, why in-"
X3 _créase their numbe1 ¥  This is an argument ° ‘the
most commodlous in the world. "It is equally ac-
commodated to all times and pldces The popu-
lation. of Engiand and Wales was found, in 1801,
‘to be very nearly nine mllhons and a half.. In the
‘time of Edward the Ist, the populat;on of Eng- ‘
“land and Wales was found to be about two millions

and a half, Had Mr. bpence lived in the days of
Edward the Ist hxs algument would have. been
JUSt as handy as at the present moment. It wm,ld

‘apply as lomcally to .the wilds of Fartdry, as to.

]Lngldnd and Fr ance. Let us observe another, oi

- Mr: Spence s con51sten01es. He here tells us, we .

see, that 5001ety ought to become statlonary We
have already. productive labourers - enow; why

increase their number ? Yet Mr. Spence informed

us, in a passage whlch we have already quoted

: that on ' this mcrease “depended the pIOSpellty of.
| * A nation,” he told us, ¢ may bel :
¢ said to be in prosperity, which is proglesswely
e advancmg in wealth, where the checks to popu-
£ Iatlon are f'ew and where nployment and sub-

' g'* Britain Indep. of Commer‘ce, p- ?6. .

<
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"<taxes are finally paid by the profit of stock ; ,
C'lpltal alwqyc. shifiing “the burden from’ lnmse]f upon the =
‘He alloWs, too, . that tixes cannot finally fall- .-
upon wage§ smce the wages of the 1abouter mcrease in
proportton, as the puce of the amcles he consumes is aug- -
"On what, then, can taxés fall, but .
. If all revenue be necessarlly de-;‘ :
e rlved from rent, wages and pxoﬁt and the two latter cannot,

: " consumer

LE menled by tazation.

| e mstence are. readﬂy found for all c}asses of 1ts

¢ xnhabltants. :

This is 4ll thch I can pemelve, th"tt Mr.' :

Spence ‘advances in the form of direct ar gument
to prove that. the national - debt;" and heavy taxes,

-~ are a public-blessing *; ‘and, if the maxim be well  ~
: founded ‘that the proofs of any prop031t10n ought .
to: be strong, in- pxopoxtlon as the'doctrine is
~ wonder ful, great is the danger. that Mr. Spences
- specu]atxons will not have a Very .splendld for-@

tune-%'

Lot

® He xefers to Lord Lauderdale s ¢ Inquiry mto the natare’

and origin: of pubhc wealth.”.

equally so” against Lord -Lauderdale.

N

ments, whxch are alreadv refited.

+ Among other accuaatlons which Mr, Spence has blought-
agamst Dr. bmlth, he wishes to prove, that,*though he dis~
_sents ffom the doctrine of the Economistes,” he yet ¢ vrrtually-
¢ admits its ‘truth.” (Seep,41.0f, Mr. Sptnct, s pamph. 3dedit,)

- < He asser ts,” says. Mr, Spence, * that all 1evcnue must be de~

nvcd from rent of land, ploﬁtof stock ‘or wages: of labour.
‘ But in “the course of liis nwest:;ratmn, ‘he admxts, that 'no

upon ‘the rent of landP

Hxs lordship’s- arguments,~ o
however, are ‘merely those of Mr. SpeIme extended. ' They °
"+ are drawn from the same source, - and applxed to the s'nne end.
’ Whelever the above axguments are conc]usxve -against Mr. L
- Spetice, 1f they are conclusive- agamst hrm at all, they are
i3 scems therefore unn,
v necessaxy to extend the pampblet by any exammatxon of aigu- ,

‘the emp]oye1 of

“'the people so, -prosperous.’ -
: merely as an mference from his theory, entzrely

- B TN L

IR

Thexe is .an: 1dea, however, whxch he has ap-'

pended to this doctune, which wou]d furnlsh oc-
“casion to a most 1mportant 1nqulry, ‘were it not.
of ‘a more’ extenswe nature, than ‘to" adm:t of
bemg brought w1thm the limits of the present
. Tract. . ¢ In the time of war,’ says Mr.: ‘Spence*,
B When the most taxes are. pald the bulk' of the -

populatlon of th1s country en_]oy greater: pros- .

€ perity. than at any other tlme. ' He adds;’ ©just.
¢ now, * for example, never ‘were the bulk -of

unsupported by any reference to facts,’ and as" we
have seen that his theory is extremely erroneous,

' we mlght reject the inference without any farther

mqulry But T'am desirous of - entermg my pro-
test an a manner somewhat more- cxrcumstantlal

B agamst an'. opinion - demonstratlvely unfounded

v mﬂuence extends, to proiong the natlonal ca-

T

~ can with some dlﬁiculty detelmme what to say of this.

cruel to the sufferers, and calculated, as-far as 1ts

e be affected by taxatlon, Dr. Smlth on h1s own plemxses

‘~adm1ts the truth of the doctrme of the Economxsts.

One .

CItis
~ directly untrue. Dr. Smith' is so far from saying, that no taxes

Aall ultxmately either’ upon the ‘profit of stook or the wages of

Iabour, Vthat he’ explams parncularly in’.what manner .taxes do
fall upon both. CMr. Spence, however, vcertamly dxd not in~
" tend this mlsreplesentatlon

 the idea from the Edinburgh Review. It is probable, .that he"

trusted to this _autherity, w1thout undergomg the drudgery.of- o
consultmg Dr. Smith ;- (takmg the business of ibstructing the -~

- public very easxly') .and: the Wnter inthe Review; with the
p1ec:p1tance natural to a 1evnewer, mnst have made the asser-a
uon at- random. e L

o Brltam Indepen. of Commerce, p. 76‘

‘As: he states’ th’ls k

He- tells us, that he borrowed -~




98
lamity fot war; . an - opinion the more - hkely, 1f
' false, to produce disastrous. consequences, ‘be-
cause:: lt 15 entertamed by many persons in . the.:
 more_affluent circumstances of life, for whom it.

is. too natural to believe,. when, they themselves -

""are at thelr ease, that all the world are.in a smnlar

~ situation.. Tt - must have been from such acon- =

sxderatlon as: this of ‘the circumstances: of - the .
~ poor; from'an attentlve inquiry. 1 founded upon . his
own en_]oyments that - Mr. Spence mast. have

o ]earned to assure us, that they are in great pros-

perity. Surely, Mr. ‘Cobbett will here take up |
-~ ‘arms against his new- confederate There is no.
’ -point which - M. - ‘Cobbett- has labonred with.
" greater industry, and better effect, for many
months, than to prove that the: sxtuatxon of ‘the

_ lower orders has. become much more unfavour- :

~able. since . the commencement of . Mr. P;tt S.
- _career-as a minister, ‘I remember some time - ago,
though the date T cannot assign, he . presented to.
- us a calculation to prove how much the price of
the quartern loaf . had risen upon the wages of the
- labourer, ‘and. how 1nadequate his weekly wages

had now become, to afford even bread, (notto -

speak of fire, clothmg, and: lodgmg, or a day of
. sickness) even to a‘moderate family. = To afford -
evidence upon this subject sufficient to compel
the ‘assent- of such persons as are 1esolved to’

"Wlthhold it-as long as' they’ p0851bly can, a very
‘ copxous induction-of well attested facts would be

requlsrte These on such a questlon could not be:

- very easx]y procured “and the inquiry, even if the'

: 'fscts were ascertamed would extend 1tse1f beyond

¢

: the hmxts to whxch wé are at- pxesent conﬁned B
We can,. however; appeal” within a narrow com-

pass toa few general facts, which afford a strong

o ground for. inference:to the whole subjeet. . One.
“of these, of a.most extraordmary and unportant
. nature, ,1s the state of : the. poors rate, ‘The

medium .average of.the annual expendlture on

account of the poor; in: the years 1783, 1784, and
1785, was. £2,004,238. : Durmg ‘the period ‘of

peace, | ‘which mtervened from this date. till the

. r,,breakmg out of . the war in- 1798, no generaly

account - was taken of the . poor’s rate; and: we

v fhave, therefore, no complete CQueCthIl of facts,
by which we can ascertain in what degree ithin- -
~creased- durmg that : period. If we “may - formy
- however; a: conclusion from the general state of
".the country, in which wages were contmually ad=

o ;»vancmg, while ' the price ‘of provisions was stas

E gtlonary, ‘or rather on. the ‘decline, we: seem "

~wartanted' to mfer that it did not increase at al!,

if it did not rather: decline; at any rate that it did

- mnot’ increase, - but in a very -small degree., We
- ‘have something indeed much mere precise than
- ;thxs, on which to found our-conclusions. - I the
"-‘Returns from the Parlshes 1nserted in the Work -

~of Sir F. M. Eden, on the Poor, we have. states -
\f'-fments of ' the annual’ expendrture durmg that =
" periody; -and - though they.are not digested into -

_ ‘tables, -or ~the general: results exhibited, a com-' \
. parison. in a few-. cases. will- satlsfy the - mqulrer, .

-~ that’the poor s rate: was: the same, or- very-nearly =

o the same, in 1785 and’ 17@2 The case, how-\ .

-:Hf-_z- i TR
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ever, w1de1y altezed durmg the progress of the‘

war.. The attentlon ‘of the nation had been gra~
dually more and.- more attracted to this gromng
ca]amxty durmg some - ‘years prev1ous to '1803,
‘when an act of: the legxslature was - passed for

1akmg an account of the- nature and amount of

- the expendxture on, the poor - At this: time it
.was found to amount to ‘the - enormous : sum of

£4,267,965 gs.2d."” In the course of ‘ten years
-of war, therefore, the poor’s rate had more than
~ doubled. . - In nine years, from 1776 to 1785, it
; | had mcreased only £473, 434, in'ten years, from -

]793 to 1803, it mcreased L2, 263,727.  Does
~ this’ fact seem to support the strange conclusion

of” M. Spence, that the. peOpIe of England are

"~ most prosperous durmg war? - and above all,
. that they were never in so prosperous a. COHdlthH,

_as they are at. this. moment? ~Does’ ‘Mr,- Spence'
really know, that the namber of persons in'Eng- -

_land, who receive paroch1al charity, is' 1,234,768 2

The whole - populahon, ‘exclusive  of . mlhtary'

. and convicts, - bat m(‘ludmg the  paupers, are

. 8,872,080. Deduct from - this - the. number of

- paupers, we have 7,638, 21‘2 The paupers, there-
"fore, are to the rest’ of -the populat:on, as one to

six nearly. If we suppose, that the higher and mid -

’ dhng classes forin but onge fou1 th of the populatxon,

~we shall find that nearly every fifth individual in”
the labourmg classes is'a_parish  paupet. . Does |
_this lamentable and extxaordmaly fact - mdlr‘ateg‘_
-a, state " of pIOSperlty> If we consider, that itis:
the male part. of the populatlon chleﬂy, that is

the arnmg part and pays the p001 ’s rate, it wxll
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appear, that the paupers are’ equal to’ near]y one’
third of the Wholé male populatxon, mcludmg old

“men,. young men, or children.: : Mi. Spence will* |
‘here, it is: probable, launch out ‘into a decla-"

~ mation,on the growing vices: of  the poor,- (thisat

least is the general: resource) and will to. these "
ascribe the extraordmary increase 'of the poor’s:

- rate durmg the war. But why- should the vices'
' of the poor have mcreased so fast durmg the"

war’ 1If .this is the effect of war, deeply is its
prolongatxon to be deploled I know, ‘however, -
no facts by ‘which it can be made anpear, that:
the poor are more vicious'than they were in 17853
and as to comp]amts, these were as strong fifty
yeaxs ago, as they are now. ' If it be said, that -
the poor’s rate itself is a proof of the inctease in:

‘the vices of the poor; this is. merely begging the . - L

questlon. - It is first making the vices of the poor
‘account for the poor’s rate, and -next the poot’s
rate account for the vices. Be51des, how much -

soever the gr owmg tendency of vice is to be de<

plored, its progress'in a whole people is always; o

~much’ slower than what is here ascribed ‘to ‘it.;
~ The: comparlson too of the wages of -the labourer,;
with the - prlce of pl‘OVlSlOl]S, ‘as made - by Mr.
Cobbett ‘in ‘the’ manner’ stated ‘above, 'affords

dlrect evidence on . this subject, and leads to thef o

same lamentable conclusxon.- There are, un-.

» ,lucklly, but few recent .statements" publxcly at-

~ tested,” to which on thls subject a writer .can
fappea] and [am unmlhng to advance any. thmg‘v
‘merely on my owm experience’ “and’ observation..
‘There are, ,however, ‘some general facts whxch




provisions  has increased £84, 8s. 2d. per. cent.

o has been*far from flourishing,- there has been no

~ and in the navy,. ‘has ‘much more than compen-

* have not risen it a similar, or ratherin a superior.

- similar depréssion.
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afford a fair inference to all other cdses. ' In some
papers :for' example prmted in 1807, by ordér of
the society of shipowners in Great: Britain, I find -
it ‘stated, that since the year 1780, the price -of

. That wages, “howéver, ~have ‘increased ' only

© 39, 7s. 1d. per . cent. a rate of increase- which-
s not neatly one half of that of" prowsrons
~"This ‘accotint too of the low rate of wages is the
more to"be depended upon,- that it' was adverse to'
the ‘conclusion’ which - the ' ship'owners ‘wanted
to establish. - Now, \though the “shipping - trade'_ B
dlmmutlon in the- employment ‘of - sh}perghts, i
‘because the enormous demand in-the king’s yards, : k

gated for any slackness i’ ‘the yards of the mer-
- chants. '~ We 'have never ‘heard complaxnts, that
o shlpwnghts were not as“well paid as any otherar~
~ tificers of a mmﬂar description; that their. wages

Y S Y
. [

propor tion, We may, therefore, infer, with abund-
ant assurance, that the' rate of wages in pr opor— o
]'t1on to that of provxslons, has in all cases where’
some pecuhar circumstances have not created-an
,'extraordmary competltlou for- hands, sufferéd a
‘From all -this we are surely
_authorised to conclude, ' that the assertion of Mr,
Spence respectmg the prosperous condxtxon of the "
people at’ Iarge, 18 rash and unwarranted _

1 am unwilling to ‘dwell - tipon’ this topic, as T
‘ ‘am ‘sensible, that I expose myself to a very for— \
_,mrdable azgument whleh we have acquxred i

Sy
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this country, a wonderful dexterxty in wreldmg
" agamst one another, that is, the argumentum ad
mvzdzam, (if M, Cobbett will for once pardon the

use of a' learned phrase) the argument not of

vrefutatlon, but of odium, The opxmon whlch I

‘have just now ventured to express, "and which, if.

true, it is ‘of so6 much importance ot only to

exPress ‘but ' to proclalm, there are man y gentle-
men, who will mgemously refute hat by attacking

the argument but the author, not by - showmg :
that the opinion  is unfounded but byrassertlng, ‘

that the author wishes to stir up the poor agamst

‘the rich. The two antagomsts whom-I have more. "
T must, )

partlcularly challenged in this tract,
- however, deny the honour of belongmg to that
illustrious body. If my argument has not con-

- vinced them, they may, if they deem it of suffi-:
R cient importance, endeavour to refute its bat o
“both ‘of them seem to be too much fettered by

" old" fashioned pre_]udlces, to satxsfy themselves,
- that it is the best mode of refutmg an argument
' : to calumniate the arguer. -

It mlght ‘be ‘not useless to those who are the '

most averse to hear of the fact barely to allow

themselves. for one morment to sippose it real,

~ and then to. ask themselves, whether it ought to
“be dlsgulsed or to be made known ; whether the
fatal cause is most likely to be removed by con-
"~ cealment or by exposure,. That the fact, if- real i

. isa lamentable one, I suppose will not be douhted

first on prmcxples of mere’ humamty, fiext on
/ “For what would it mdwate’ o
. Have we not. seen: that when a country 1s prospea- -

those.of patr1ot1sm.
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rous, the Iabourmg classes of the peop]e are by

necessary . consequence in comfortable  ¢ircum-
- stances ?- that when the comforts of  the labourmg

" classes have decayed the prosperlty of the coun-
try is at least at a stand, a point from whxch de-
- “clension. is the consequence, natural and y very dif:
: ﬁcult to be avoided ? Since the subject is then. of -
- so much. 1mportance, et us hope that “allithose
’ whom the : opinion here stated may -offend, -will
- exert themselves | to. refute ity If -they can pro-
 duce, facts, but . near]y as. strong .against it ‘as are

: stated to prove it, . our wishes will forcxbly incline
ug all to. range ourselves of thexr party. ‘

Sy

General Rg?ectzons. e

o AFTER thls controversy to. determme whether
" any wealth is derived from commerce, . the . ques- -
_ tion. respectmg its relatlvexmportance, as a source N
“of production, is of some: moment
- altogether- destisute. of, utxhty, in . what _degree
- ought it to be consxdered as, ValuableP Though
M. Spence, who condemns 1t as entlrely unpro—
- ductive, is excluded from this i inquiry, itisa sub-
~ Jject on ,vvhlch our. countr) men have need of much’ -
- more instruction than. it w:ll be possrble to nge |
'them in a few pages of this pamphlet o
A general idea of the value of commelce, as
a source of wealth, ‘may be easily derxved from the i

If it 1s not

doctrmes Wthh have been laid down in the prece-

dmg d1scussxon, . We have seen that the true cons -

-

o may be enabled" to sell the whole of - the- 1mported' '

f ralsed at home could afford to be sold.
sell 1t at this rate; his gains seem to measure the
St increase in the annual produce very exactly ;. they\\
are, the price -of the additional quantity of flax
whlch his hardware has purchased. . But, se- .
_condly, if these gains are véry high, compe'titor‘fs;*,‘
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‘eeptxon of a nahon s wealth is. that of her powers '
of ‘annual production. -A nation is poor.or is rich
| dccmdmg as - the: quantlty of property which she
~ annually creates, in- ploportlon to the number. of -
“Now commerce -
tends 6 increase this annual pxoduce by occasion- :
 inig a:motre productive apphcatlon and distribution =
both of the Tand and of the la¥our of the country..
. Instead-of raising flax, for. example,or hemp, .
~ on our land, we raise corn; with. that. corn we
,kaeed a number. of hardware manufacturers, and.
- with: this “hardware we buy a greater quantlty of .~
flax than the land Wthh raised our cotn, and fa- -
" bricated our- hardware,._would have produced E
- This is: exactly equlvalent to an increase in the
' fpowers of our Iand it is the same thmg as. HE we
~ had been enabled. to make that portion of Jland
which €ould ‘enly raise a cerfain quantity of - flax,
,r'use all that additional quantlty which ‘our hawxl- s
-In this mstance, ‘the in-

* créase in the pxoductwe powers of the countr ry; by

her people s great or is. small..

ware. could. purchase

the mercantile operations we have ‘supposed,

~ seems to be measured by the gains of the mer-
“chant. - . The gains of the “merchant, however,

‘may be considered in different lights. = First he

flax at as hlgh a rate as. that at Wthh the flax

If he can-
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* will be attracted, who will endeavour to shate in -

them by reducing the price of what they ‘import.

- In this case; if the 'quantityimp‘orted’-r\emained

the same,’ the gains:of the merchants being ‘re-

- duced,  the increase of the annual produce would
- surpass-the 'gains - of the merchants.: There is, .
" however, 'a 'third light in which the subjectis to
be: viewed ; thi‘s,*x'éd\;ctibn-in'?the price of flax -
~would render it impossible any ‘longer. to'raise it
“with -a profit on "a considerable: part of the land
which hac}-been_fdrmele'y; devoted to it ;. only such
' land as had’a peculiar adaptation to the crop could
" now be cultivated for- it ; the quantity imported
- would therefore be - increased ; but- though - the
profits of the merchants would thus be multiplied,
a fresh addition would be made by every increase
of - thé importation to the annual  produce of the

country, whence it would appear that in this case
‘too the gains of the merchants would fall below the
‘increase afforded to the nation. There isa fourth
case, which' requires no illﬁsttraticn',': in which, *by
means of mounopoly and bounties, the gains of the

- merchant ' may be very high, when those of the

country are very low, -in which the merchant may

gain when the country loses. . Butin all cases in "

’whi‘c_h trade is free, the gain to thecountry cannot
be less than the profit to the merchart ; .in almost

~ “all such éases it must be greater. - - .~ . .
- From this view of the subject: it will be seen
that no exact estimate can ‘_b'e made of what any

nation gains by commerce. It 'may, however, be

safely concluded that its importance is in general

 greatly overrated. Every arm could be employed,

_quently an ‘absur
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and every article of the - annual prodace could be “

sold, - if “the country were -,surroﬁpded by  Friar
Bacor’s ‘wall: of - brass, a thousand . feet - high.

The labour of the nation would not be so- produc-
_ jty‘iv'e'\;f the annual prod‘uée would not be-so large;

the people would not be. so cheaply, .that isi,' | hbe~ :
* 'rally supplied with- commodities ; neither indivi-

duals; nor the government, could spend so much *

‘without turning back the progress of the ccj\‘mvt{f)‘(‘r_i SR
But exfery. labourer: would find ‘Wc/)’rk 5 a.ndj every
shilling of capital would find employment.: -\

- "When we hear .'peoplé, thexjéfofe; talk, as we do .

 too often hear them, and in 'plaic'es, too higﬁ, of .
" commerce as the cause of our national grandeur ;
. when we find it appealed to as the measure of our

prosperity ; and our . exports and -our imports -

* quoted as undeniable proofs that the country has.

flourished under the draining of the most expen-

_sive war that ever nation waged on the face of the ..~

- ,Je'arth;f.wefhave‘réason EQ smile at the ignorance or
the deceitfulness of -the speaker. ~Further, when
“we . find - lmportant ‘mensures of state. embraced

" upon the alluréments, of these ideas, when regu-

" lations are formed to bend forcibly the national in-

~ dustry to a conformity Wwith them; but above all,
when wars are. commenced, or peace is repelled,
- for ; thekilos_s ?,,o"rfgixin, .or rather much more fre=

d apprebension respecting the

" Toss or gain of a branch of commerce, we ought
o deplore  the fate of the ation, ‘and the unskil-

fulness of ';hpg-:'; i31}1¢f$~ - We may assert, ‘without.

o “an hyperbgley that the fee simple of our whole .

export commerce 18 not worlth. th}g expence r:of‘

i
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}‘ t‘ne last ﬁfteen years war ; : that had it all been Sa-;

crnﬁced to the last sxxpence, to save us from that:

_expence,. we should ‘have ‘been gainers by the
' bargam * - Had Mr. Spence then directed his ef-'
,forts ‘to moderate our ideas-‘of ‘the: -value - of
commerce, W1thout teachmg other. - doctrmes o
which,’ first, were false, and next led to practical -
- conclus1ons of the most dangexous téndency, he

mxght have been' of sérvice ‘to -his country. . It'is
but too true that the greater ‘number ‘of the\per- :
sons with whom we converse seem to imagine that: -

commerce - creates - “wealth by a sort of - witchcraft;

as our ﬁnancrers would sometxmes persuade us.

r\v

- * TlllS may be r1g1dly pr oved by authmetrcal demonstratxon.

Let us take our commerce at its present- standard We export.-
* rather more than forty millions a year of British produce and "
: manufactures. Let us suppose that one-fourth of thls is gam
to the country, . whlch is probably a good deal miore than the .
" fact. ‘'The annual gain “of the mnation by 'this trade is then
#£10,000,000.° Now the most steady and floarishing kinds of
* business are seldom worth more than len years purchase. - But
rwe shall make a much larger allowance. " Land itself is only‘ '
worth thu‘ty years purchase even at its present elevated prlce 5

and commerce is- surely worth one-third less than land, "Let

us_suppose then that our commerce is worth 20 yeats pur— o

chase* while our land is-wor th 30. - ."The whole of our coms,

'merce,'even at this hxcrh ‘estimate, would be worth only

#£200,000,000.  But we "have added by the war above
5£300,000,000 to the national debt. When we consider that
the -war taxes were taken at #£21 ,000,000 in Lord Henry
Petty s budget for one year only,- we may - be pretty certam we

~are " below the ~mark, when we say at a venture that
_ £100,0()0 OOO more have been raised for. the war ‘by that -
. means. - Tt thus appears “that the war with thd“French revolm- -

tion has already cost us more than thce tc‘“(worth of our-

, whole commerce‘ R S fz‘r*r .
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s,that they can maintain fleets and armles by ajug-
'~ gle of figures. ‘The truthis, that nothmg creates -
~-wealth but the hands of our industrious country~ -

men, set to work by the means, and: regulated by
‘the’ slull and judgment . of others., Commerce is

-~only one of the causes, and one not very high in
the. scale, bv ~which - their mdustry is 1endered
" Tmore productlve. Cnen : ' ’ :

.'Mr. :Cobbett’s ahhpathy to commerce appears
to me to be founded on juster views than the dis-

" ;-approbatlorl of Mr. Spence. Little troublmg

himself abont the subtlé question of the origin of

-wealth and unacquamted with the plausxble and
-mgemous, ‘but fallacious arguments of the Econo-
mzstes, he yet saw clearly, and felt keenly, the in-
jury which - the country- sustained from a policy
| "_'\gulded by [ideas of  the boundless value of. com-
~merce. . It is from, toprcs of this sort that almost

all, hlS invectives agamst commerce ale drawn.
¢ Wars , he cries,* ¢ have been made over and

" ¢ over again for the sake of ¢ commerce ;.and ‘when -
" ¢ the .rights and honour of - the nation are to . be- |
€ Sacr ificed:by a peace, the regaining or preserv-
¢ ing . of ‘commerce _is - 1nvar1ably the plea.., To
£ support: commerce, the wars in. Egypt were un-
<‘ dertaken; the wars in India are carried on wrth-‘
¢out ceasmg, the war in South-America and in
:-‘ Africa are now undertaken.; Oh' What Eng- .
£ l]Sh blood, and Enghsh labour, and Eughsh hap- :

pmess, “and: English- honour, has not this com-

| ‘ merce | cost !’ Thus agam, he sa)s,-i* ¢ The fact

c,.. Cobbetts Polmcal Regrster, V. 12, p 8'21 -
' TIb*d Ppa829, 823
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1s, ‘that . the means. of suppox tmg fleets and ar-

Lt ‘mies, the means. of meetmg all- the squander-o |

¢ ings that we witness, ‘the means of paying the

e dmdends at the - bank ‘come out of the land of
< the country and. the labour ‘of its people. Nothmg .
~ ¢.is more convenient for the purpose of a ‘squan-
* dermg, Jobbmg, corrupting,  bribing . minister,
¢ than a persuasion amongst the people, that it is -
¢ from the commerce, and. not from their labour,
¢ that the taxes come ; and it has long been afa-
< shxonable way of thmkmg, that it is ne matter .
7,“‘ how great ‘the expences ‘are, so-that- the com- -
< merce ‘does but: keep pace: with- them in every
¢ case. Nothmg can better suit such-a minister
R and his ‘minions, than ‘the propagatmn‘ of opi-
8 mons like these. But gentlemen you have

<geen the commerce trzpled since the fatal day
€ when Pitt- became minister 3 and have you found

€ that your taxes' have not -been increased? The
¢ commerce has been trlpled ‘and so- have - the -
- parish -paupers. Away then, 1 beseech you -
_‘ with this destructive delusion ! ‘See the. thmg in
<.its’ true light. Look' upon all; the takes as ari-
L 2 ~sing out of the laml and the Zabaw, and dtstrust E
¢ either the - head or the heart of - the-man- who A
s “would cajole you with- a notion  of their ¢ arlsmg
e from any other source.! Once more, *If: events, :
3 says ‘he,* ¢ proceed as, ‘thank God;’ ‘theyare now

proceedmg, “this” so long deluded people will

¢ think "~ rightly: upon . the sub_;eot of commerce, ‘
s and when they do, away go, in a. Very shcnt

' ‘l"-‘ il Cobbetts Pohtxcal Reglster, p. 824,

s
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c space of txme, all: the locusts that now. eat up

¢ our substance; “that now degrade the : countrys.

_ . ¢ that now barter its happiness. and its honour for.
~ < their own villainous . advantage. England has -

¢ long groaned under. a -commercial system, whlch ‘

¢is the most oppressrve of all’ possxble systems ;.

< and it is, too, a quiet, silent, smothering op-.
¢ pression, that it produces, Whlch is more hateful '

- ¢ than all others. SR

But Mr." Cobbett should conmder that com~ g
‘merce. lS entirely innocent of that political mis-
conduct which excites- his complamt and indigna-

" tion. If an ignorant minister is deceived into-ab- -

‘surd measures by - overrating. the value of com--

" merce, or: a deceitful minister screens his admi-

" pistration by dlssemmatmg exaggerated ideas of

. 1ts value, the fault is.with such mxmsters. - How.

is commerce to blame? The argument which Mr:.
Cobbett ‘uses against commerce is”exactly the .
‘same with that which is used by . infidels -against

‘ rehgxon. ‘Because courts and ministers have so-

“often founded on- relxgxous pretexts measures the .
most pernicious to human kind, they conclude:
that religion- ought.to be abolished: Their com-.
plamts run entlrely in - Mr. Cobbett’s stram.r ’
.* What wars, say they, and. bloodshed has it ocea-
s1oned? “What chains has it forged for mankind.}

wrought /in the name of 1ehglon, has been infi-
‘nite and - detestable. .- The - effects - of. rellglou,‘
meanwhxle, like the eﬁ'orts of commerce; are all:_ |
beneﬁcent ‘But were both rellglon and..com-:
merce extmgulshed, can. Mr. Cobbett or the m-

-

True, we answer, - The mischief . Wl’llch has been.
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ﬁdels, 1magme that 1gnorant ministers would not.
. _strll mistake their duty, and mercenary ministers’
- not ﬁnd pretexts to- delude the: people ? Let us

"only consult the most vulgar exper jence. - France

i - hasno commerce, nor: -Austria, the: boasted value;
~of which cah impose. -upon: “the pubhc But are.

‘,Austn ia’ and France governed with.any: moxe at-

- - tention to. the happmess of the people than Eng-
-~ land ? and are ministers.there Wlthout their.pre-

texts'to persuade the people that they are: well go-

~ verned; ‘as. well 'as’ the ministers . of England?{
_"Have ‘not the rulers of France, the glory of the -

- nation and its’ renown - in . -arms, of which -they
- make abund'mt’ use? This: too- used 'to be the
o boast of Austna At present it is laid. as1de for a
- 8pace.: " But the preservation of *the mdependence ’
- of thexr coutitry; the- d]gmty of its royal family,
- f‘and of ‘its nobles; is still in: ‘Austria a. ‘source of

triumph: and a.claim of merit. ' The fact. is, -that’ ,‘

- néthing is a ‘security - against. deceptxon, but. the

knowledge of ‘the people; by which it is detected.
Aslongasa people are ignorant enough to beea-
- “sily-deceived; ‘it.s not in-the nature of ‘human af-
. fairs that deceptlon should nof: take places: it
“would be #bsurd " to. expect. it Let sMr.. Cobbett ‘
- rest assured that wherever a. natlon has béen so far
~ deficient. ini- knowledge.as to be deluded.into. thez" g
‘ fapprobatlon of. 1mpollt1c measures . by boasts re-"
- specting commerce, it :weould have been no diffi-
~eult: matter-to have found the. means of. decewmg -
Coity had: commerce not ‘existed. . -I am far therefore
* from concluding with Mr. Cobbett that, were.com-
"“"_merce gorie, we shOuld be delwered from all the o

- f‘:has cor’r

113

e locusts that now eat up our substance Could
" the 108s of  commerce ‘80’ enllghten us’ that we
B ;‘should be! proof agamst ‘delusion? Or -are- the L
. meansof deceptlon S0 few that they are all summed e
" ."up in commerce? ,‘ SR L T R X
‘ Mr obbeétt appears to 1mag1ne that commerce ", S
I? upted our government Tt has subjected
Lus;t he says,  to. oppre5310n ‘But as he doésmot ©
. explaxn how, it is not easy. to, reply to 'thlS objec- ERNSE
tion. As Mr.. Cobbett is far from supposmg, that - - -
‘the. popular part of our government has lately in- "
_ creased in power, commerce must have drsorder-,{_hl; REERME
g ed the const1tut1on, : by mcreasmg the power,_
 either of the. kmgly or_of ' the arlstocratlcal part.. PR
.'_Thls is. d1rectly contrary to the ‘opinion. of Mi - -
a Spence, ‘who explams at, con31derable length* S
“the’ tendency of . commerce to break the force of SRRt
; Aregal and arxstocratlcal servntude .The. regal and” .
- ustocratlcal power m thls country has mcreased: _4'
‘by the amazmg 1ncrease of - the share of the an~ DA
~ nual produce which is placed at the d1sposal of the ..
~executive. government, and which s’ chiefly dis=.
- tributed among the" great men. - But it is’ the
parhament by thch this | amazmg increase. has o L
- ‘been voted 1\Tow commerc1al men, | hough thexrﬂ_) -
number in parhament is consrderable, form buta -
L small proportlon to. the whole ; nelther have we:
T ever. heard that they were more forward in votmg.-"'ﬂ, R
s the taxes than the landlords and gentlemen. The,:-}_.-‘/ R
- fact is; that thoUgh rich merchants and manu- = .
3 '_ facturers are by far too apt to ,ape thelr betters?'

R
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. ,‘ﬁm a foohsh prechlectlon for arbxtrary pnncxples of' |

v"'fj government in. regard to the great: body ‘of the

| _people, yet- their situation does lead them to an*

‘ :imtercoulse thh the lower- orders ‘upon rather,

" more liberal terms than the situation of the mere -
;."'land proprletor The persons employed by the

‘inerchiant and. the ‘manufacturer- are in general

very. mdependent of their employers, . and if they -
-+ meét with ill - usage, , w111 nnmedlately change
_“__then' masters " Those on the’ other “hand, 'who
S are: under. the land proprtetor, ‘are- in “general far -
';more dependent upon him; and hlS situation m"f ‘
* this manner generally creates in him amuch more - =
arbltrary temper and conduct. ' Heé is" ‘therefore
‘_almost always dlsposed to coercive. and: arbitrary.
+ measures of government; and were his. preJudlces .
" to 1nﬂuence the tone of admxrnstratlon, ‘absolute ,.
: y\;power would ‘seldom’ fail to “be :the final result
- ZEven some of the prejudlces connected with com-
- mérce have been extremely favourable to. hberty 1'
in this country The supposxtxon that the country N
‘,-depended in a great, degree upon commerce, and.
Tl ,‘,thevast mstrumentahty ‘of the lower orders in thxs;
. department, have’ contributed greatly ‘to the consis
- derationof thexrmterestsmourcourseof leglslatlon.
 Hadthe body ofour populatlon consisted entirelyof '

j"the tenants and peasants of the landholders, and
 our: leglslatuxe consisted of none but the latter,

B the moie completely subserv1ent the: tenants and‘

.....

o peasants could ‘have been rendered:to their mas=  §
. ters, the more. happy a situation of thmgs it would
, j,f"f,‘have appeared “Mr.: Cobbetts opmxon is c.ontra- R B
e dlcted by the whole of our experxence. All overi RN

us

Em ope where the pOpulatxon has chieﬁy eonsxsted ' N
- of landholders ‘and peasants, arbltrary power and
B poverty have invariably reigned. . In Great Britam,f, _
- where commerce has been: estabhshed much” moreé . -
- freedom and opulenoe have been enjoyed c '
Were our:: attention - ‘much more concentrated
. upon domestlc mdustry; and a far less proportlon“-" o
‘ ,devoted to fore eign. trade; Mr. Cebbett thinks the
.- matioral- mterests Would be promoted There is
‘reason, to- some extent, for his’ oplmon. Agrl-
- cultaral. 1udustry is not at’ the same “height in
' [England as’ commercial and- manufactuung m-"
_dustry.; But what is. the reason of this? - It is. -
_‘chleﬂy owmg to the dlstrlbutlon of our landed'i-
k "property The greater paxt of it is possessed m-
- portions t00. large. - A man ~of ample capltal will
‘v-never lay 1t out in cultxvatlng another man S estate, ‘ '
- because this employment is less independents. be-
' "cause it is"a station of mferlorlty. “He therefore, L
Cein preferenee devotes his fortune to trade. The
cultivation of the ground is dxscouxaged too, byf
~the 1mposts of tlthes, and of poor rates ;. Wh]Ch P
E ',are taxes. upon 1mpxo\ ement. By these,, and. va-
- rious other causes, - cap:tal is-drawn from agrrcul~
_ ,Vture But i is this- the faalt of commerce? It only \
o takes what nnpohtle and unnatural laws wﬂl not
permlt the other to employ - '

Commerce, then, we. may . mfer from all thatf

‘.has been-said, is & very good thmg When it comes |

'ﬂ»"fspontaneously, but a thmg which may very easﬂy'_ s

- be bought too: deali “.The two main springs of -

 national wealth and ptosperity, are- the-caltivation
-;.of the land and: ‘manufactures . for home em-,‘f
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”‘fl‘ployment and’ consumptlon. Forexgn commerce
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_. is a‘mere auxdlax y to.these ‘two ;- and its sole uti«

 land and labour than it. could have supplied them

at home.,‘ Tt may- ‘be clearly seen tpo, that it dé- .

- hty consists in enabllng the nation to” “obtain'its
supply” to certain demands, at a less - expence of -

. pends upon the cncumstances of other. natlons, in
- what degree forexgn commerce may be- advanta-

N hlgh price, w

- geous. -

those articles . in - the: smroundmg countries gra-

'When the nations ‘which: surround Eng- o
~ Jand, for example, ‘are so situated- that certam ar-
: tlcles wh1ch England affords bear in them a'very
while many: other artlcles in ‘them” "
i ’.-whlch England ‘wants bear ‘a very low. prlce, it
. suits, England to ‘manufacture a’ great deal for
iforelgn markets, because, w1th a small quantlty of e
“what she ploduces, she can- supply herself witha =

- great quant1ty ‘of what they produce, But should o

L j,dually become dearer, while - the - artlcles “from
England become cheapex, it - would then become |
less and less the mterest of England to manufac-

-ture for these countries ; )
- she wants should rise in them to the ‘price af

-

~and if- the artlcles whlch ~

: ._whxch she could provide them from her own land

_countries no - longer.

{ B

‘and labour,’ it would, then become her interest'to
. prov1de them at home, and manufacture for these
v The ﬂuctuatxons then of =
‘ 'ﬁlforelgn commerce, aﬂ'ord a very fallacxous md1~f o

‘ _catxon of national prosperlty - The national. .pros=
perlty may in some cases even be consulted by o
»S,I_;abstammg from it. . o0
o After formmg these conclusxons respectmg the’.;

4 ’sources of productlon, one great branch ot the

L “went before it..
~ another.

‘ '_ another. -
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subject of. wlnch we have treated in this pamphlet S
some lemammg reflections’ yet: force themselves” o

_‘upon ‘us respectmg its other great. branch, con-

" ,sumptxon 3 concernmg whlch ‘the m1sapprehen-{
‘smns of our: countrymen are not less numerous,‘ AN

S Tand are. stlll more nearly allied to- practlce. R R

N Notw:thstandmg the avidity for 1mmed1ate gra- o
R tlﬁcatlon, Wlth Wthh the greater part of mankmd'j

‘ }appear to be 1nsp1red the dxsposmon to accumu-
\'late seems, - from- experience, to be a still morel' |

o :powerful propensity ; and wherever men are.se--

- cure in the enJoyment of their -property, a- great

, ‘tpalt of them always exert themselv es tonake what .

- they get “exceed what they spend. By means of -

- this power ful prmmple it is natural for . every- na-‘ ,
_tlon, whlch has scope - for its mdustry, to make,. _
*contmual ‘advancement, to see:the produce of

.. every succeedmg year surpass, that of the year that

. One arrangement of society may.. .

be. more . favourable .to - this. advancement than:.

In one country the natural subd1v131on:

- fof property may be more counteracted - than in.

But no arrangement of: socrety, con-

- sistent thh any tolerable degree of ﬁeedom and_,

secuntv, -seems - capable ‘of preventmg thls won-‘;,‘ :

- derful agent from adding somethlng every year to .-

the fund of productlon, from contmually increas- " -~
" ing the annual produce. |
- produce on which the happmess of thie great body =
~.of the people depends, we may reflect, with: satls-'-ﬁ A
o .factlon and- wonder on the strength of the prm—';, T
S cxple on’ whxch 1t is secured ;. on; the provlsxon S

- As it is <this’ gradualf"
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ri“whlch is ]axd in the or iginal laws of human nature -

for the well- bemg of the species! =
- But', when we. conternp]ate this. beneﬁcent ar"

rangement “and afterwards: turn. eur - eyes\to the
actual state of thmgs among\mankmd» it 7is imn.
| _fposmble not;to be: struck: with: gnef and) amaze-:
-~ - ment.- ‘From the’ ‘opération: of so- powerful and
. steadya pxmcxple we should: every where have exs
pected: opulence and: prosperity:; e aetual]y be=""
‘ 'hold almost every whele, poverty apd wretched—«
ness ! Where are we to. ﬁnd the solution: of this
o strange contradiction in human- aﬁ'ans > By whom:
- is that property devoured; Wthh mankmd in their:

mdmdual capacxty, havee 50, strong an. 1nchnat1on

s

~Bhe general expensweness of govemment of

. "cwhlch complamts are $0 common; and so: well: -
V;_Jfounded will: “not. .account for-the: fact: AL go-
" vernments constantly spend as: muchx as.éver.the

lpeople w11} let:-them. - An. expensrve government& 3

is-aicurse. Every farthing whichr. is ‘spent: upon;

it beyond the: expence necessary for: maintaining’
~ law and ordex, is. so much dead loss to. the nation;
contrlbutes so - far to keep. down the apnual’ pro-- . ‘
! duce, and'to diminish. the happiness ‘of the’ peOple._
;But where a: natlon 18 consxderahle, anddts 1ndus-
Ctry 1mprovecL and productive;’ theé: mere- expence’
- oft government» however prodlgal cannot’ beara. .
C great propox tlon to the who]e of. the annuab pro-« '
- duces and: the general! savings-of all the. indivi=
. duals in the nation can hardly fail to-surpass. the
. cxpences of: the» court. A counuya therefoxe can-

119

hardly fall to nnprove, noththstandmg the or- iﬁ;' :
dmary expenCe éven of & wasteful 'government ;! it
~will only improve: more slowly thai it would: have- f

done had the govexmnent ‘been more’ "economical.

: ,‘.:;The people inay. be-: still prosperous and happy,

“though’ they might-have been a:little more pros-" -
- perousand haPPY: had the expence of the govem-g o
~ ment. beenless.

To what baneful quarter, then, are we to loo'ls.';“, =

for the cause of the’ stagnation and misery which’
. appear 50 general iti ‘human- aff'alrs » War! is'thel: -
answer.. There is'no other cause.” - This is the T
, ;Apestllentlal wind' which- blasts the prosperity of * .

- fiatiens:: - This is’ ‘the devourmg ﬁend 'which eats

. "up the’ precxous treasure of natxonal economy, the S

| '-‘f‘oundatlon of natlonal nnprovement -and of na—-
" tional happmess Though the consumpt;on even’
* of ‘a'wasteful’ government cannot keep pace with
- the: accumulatlon of 1nd1v1duals, the’ consumptlon R
¢ of war-can’ easxly outstrip it. . The savings:of in~ -
. fdxv1duals’ .and more thar the qawmgs of- mdmduals,

- are swallowed ap by-it. ~ Not only is the progres-
~ sion of ‘ the ‘country stopped and all the miseries’
“of the" statlor\ary condition” are- experxenced but
‘inroads are almost always made upon-that part of® -
thie  annbal produce- whlch had . been. prev1ous]y o
‘devoted to reproductlon. | The conditiori--of the: .
- country therefore goes. bachards, and in’ gene- R
. raldt is only after’ the country is so. exhausted that -
the expenoe of: the war can- hardly by: any means
~ be found -that- it 1s ever put an- end: to.. When o
~ the blessmg of peace is’ restored the country.
R slowly recovers 1tse1f But hardly has it gamed GRS
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L ts former prOSperlty when 1t is generally xe-struck e
" byithe calamrty of war, and ‘eompelled to measure
: -,,back its steps. " In thrs alternation : between mi-
sefy and  the ‘mere becrmnmgs of prospeut), are'ﬁ
'natlons for the most' part condemned to' remain’; o
"“the “energies of human’ nature are exerted to no -
-purpose ; -its beneﬁcent Taws " ate coonteracted
~and the. happmess of socrety, whxch ‘seems’ ito be
/.’secuxed by such powerful provrsxons, hke ‘the .
,"Vtwater of. Tantalus, is only allowed ‘to approachi}-
'ff&;)the llp, that ‘it may be 1mmedlately dashed ‘away
| The celeblated Vauban, the unrivalled . -
- 'engmeer of Louis the’ 14th," whose plofessron'{
“made ‘him Iocally acquamted with every part of
his' countly,» and who spoke - the language. of an;
o honest observatron, untamtcd by the’ prejudlces of o
: }\hxs educatlon, or the course ‘of hxs lrfe, observed
' ¢ Sila'France est si; misér able, ce m'est ni & l’m- P
- “temperie- de-T'air, nia-la faute des peuplcs, nia .-
- Clastérilité des terres, qu 11 faut ldttrlbuer : puls-? |
‘ quelan’y est excellent; les " habitans’ laboueux :
' :-‘ ad101ts, plems dmdustue et} tres nombreux 3
© S mais - aux guerres ‘qui Pont agztee depuzs long-“ N
.6 tems et au. defa;ut deconomze que nous nenten-f 2
.;rdons ])as assez.”* R R
. In every count y, therefore, where mdustry is .
- _' }free, and- where men are- secure 1n the enJoylnent-
e “of what they acquire, the greatest 1mplovement(j
'thICh the government can p0351bly recelve isa -
L steady and enlightened  aversion to'war.::  While
_yrsuch a natron femains at peace, the faults of the

—a- _

”‘lait *'“1 o |
crovemment can’ ha1 dly ‘ever be $0* great that the

merrts ‘of-the nation will’ ot more’ than compen-vi RIS
~sate them,: ‘and " that " somety from its own benefi-
~cent tendency will not- 1mprove. Nothmg how-

“ever can compensate the destr action ‘of war’ The

“sible .to "impress ‘them pxetty deeply both upon "

~ creative efforts of mdmduals cari ' never equal its
i oxgantlc consumptron, and the seeds \of prospe-
'Tnty aré eatencup. - DT TE
- €lear and stnkmg as these truths appear, we_
: may surely- mdulgc the belief that it is'not’ 1mpos

governments and: people s for ‘in "the' hlstory of

wars weseldom find: that . the people have been

" Tess 'mfatnated or less to blame than thelr rulers. S

lf we. analyse too the ¢auses of all the wars whlch
“are.on record we - shall find: reason’ to conclude, -
that it is- by no means' 'so. drﬂicult a thing to .

Cally the war in which we are-at present engaged

The questlon whrch the fmegomg reﬂectrons

av01d wars© as it is generally supposed In by B
" far'the greater. number of cases, both part ties' have o
been to blame, and a Tittle more. Wlsdom on elther B

‘ sxde mtght have averted the calainity.

From these - general considerations respectmg\
' war, ‘our thoughts are: forcrbly attracted to a’ par-
tlcular case, deeply aﬁ'ectmg the .interests’ of us

o

. most partrcularly suggest is, ¢ Whether ‘we'can= -

not NOowW- get out.of it?” But were - thls ques- o
tlon determmed in the aﬁirmatlve, a very difficult DO
~task would still remain, to persuacle the peOple of
thlS countny that they mlght rely upon the demon-} a
stratlon. Apoxtlon of them by no ‘means 1ncon— o
s;derable exther for numbers or: mﬂuence, seem‘ -

———
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bent to Belreve, and government appears well drs--. '

- posed. 'to. encourage the belief, that we: canhnot
bring it to:a. perlod Tt-3s 1mportant however to-

- ‘ask these persons,. whether they can- point- out a

tlme" When there is- any probability | that we can
put an end to. it’ more advantageously ¥ If they
shew us any certam ObJeCt of. great. 1mportance
whxch by contmumg the war for one year: longer
‘we ‘may be. sure of obtalmng, we might Tisten to-

them, and; wenghmg carefnlly the object to: be ob="
~tained with one years expence of the war, de-‘

* termine whether it is‘'worth-that expence.”: With:
great - assurance, however, might wé- determme
“that'if the. object were not one of the very. ‘great-.

est lmportance, as- “well “as- 1ts attamment vezy
’ certaln, the questlon abotit - contmumg the war.

did not. deserve aimoment’s: consideration. - But: 1f
‘no. deswable ob_)ect whatever can - be: pomtecl out

' for. which- we are called upon-te ﬁght, if* we' are: :
called upon. to: ﬁght not: for: one yeat: or" two' '

“years,- but_for. any- numbei- of: years, to’ obtam A

e 1ndeser1bable semethmg 5 if-there is' no probabl- ,

]1ty that: any:number of: years fighting;: that cam

- bé named,. can place us in"a: situation- to: obtam .
one. object more- than We can’ obtain at ‘this: mo- | _'

ment;: of. what sort’is the advice that. would urge

us, to continue the war?‘ When mén engage in

“any scheme, they i’ general deSue to know that -
- the chance ‘of-gain’ is - gieatet. than the chance of
loss, all-- ser:ous undentakmgs wh1ch ‘are: not of
this- descrlptlon every prudent: man: avo:ds 3 evel
the rashest - men- will nét” embark: int " a. project .

o ine whlch they cannot persuade‘ themsehles that

... harm to the other..

o ms

‘o the: chance “of gam, i€ at least -equal’ to the T
" chance of loss. _"A prOJect in: whlch the loss 18 o
'certam, but in which. an adeqnate gain is’so far
L from: certam, that - there-is no gam whatever of: o
’ whxch even a hope can: be formed, 1s not a ehorcea
‘for per ‘S0NS: in the: exercrse of reason.. S

We eonﬁdently assume tlrat the advocates of

_ war: carr point out. no time - at”’ which: there - is- th;. -
~smallest probability we can: ternumate the war wit
’(mone advantage than we ean: at the present.i
. Britain ‘and’ France seem now to be: come to thatj
~position-in which neither can any longer do much’ -
France can: do- nothmg t_o> -

affect- our mantxme supeuouty, an(‘l we;: can do

h"._nothmg to, aﬁ'ect her supeuorlty on land. - The S
two; countt ies’ may pers1st . wastmg each other,
and - perpetuatmg ‘the: misery; of - their’ respectxvef
o populations;. they may. render- each other '_posi--
i ‘tively weaker:as: well ‘asmore: wretched; but'neither” |
S will haye gamed any relative advantage, ‘betause:
“the causes of’ declme in‘both- will operate equa Iy
'-,VTCan we ]and an: army in: Europe that shallrbeat: ¥
in the forces of France; and reduce herx bounda-- o
' '.'rles to. that circumference which: suits our” 1(leaS1of
- propmety |
- warring: w1th France:. 'till the: moment: we ‘cari:
* atchieve this: glorlous enterpnse ?- Is this what the: |
~ ‘advocates: for warmean when: they tell-us we must: -
ﬁght till we can obtain: a secure-and : honourable _
peace » It 18 of 1nﬁn1te consequence they should:
 define -to- us - their- ideas: '
S i‘themselves to vaO'ne “and general ‘phrases;:. their:
,'4meamng oan never be known to- others, and is

Is it recommended to'us to contmue‘

‘,J' R

‘While: men confine: =

@
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seldom known to themselves. kF A secure and ho-.', :

' nourable peace may sxgmfy any: thmg I can: "
-conceive a situation of circumstances in which- it
would be held to mean nothmg less than the ex-i
pu}sxon ‘of'- Bonaparte from: France, and _the fe-
~storation of the BOurbons~ T.can conceive ‘an-
other situation of circumstances in. whlch it would .
be’'made to signify: the' surrender of - our ﬂeet and o

the reSIgnatxon of Treland. SR

- If the advocates: for war would condesoend to
deﬁne, I belleve they would not say that we ought =~
to fight: till we'can send an. army to the contment:j'f‘» .
capable of: vanqurshlng Frances they would cer=" -
tamly on the *other hand allow. that- the nature of .-

- our country,’ ‘and 'the amount” of “its population,.
render the hope of such an- event altogether rldx- .
culous.\ If -this pxospect then is rehnqmshed to
- what object\next shall we direct our expectatlons ? : S
- Shall we wait till a general combination of princes- o

on the’ contlnent w1th an: overwhelmmg for(:e

has reduced the power of Bonaparte to a. size |
w whnch will let: our: fears g go to rest 2 ‘Long and ob-:-f B

stmate]y have we adhered to this expectation.’

~ The course of . events has at last, however produ-
ced a state of’ thmgs in: whlch the mest pertmacxousv. : :
must surrender this strong hold It is 1mpqs31ble o
‘ ~ that experience can afford ‘a demonstratmn more
comp]ete than it has aﬁ‘btded -against any . hope o
_ which can be rarsed upon a comblnatlon of princes
R agalnst F1 ance. + Four times w1th1n ‘the last o

i

% twenty .years, have formldable combxnatlons of
‘this: kind" been formed. Fonr times_ has France

completely subdued them. g At,each_tlme has'she - ;; o

. N
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extended her mﬂuence over an addxtxonal portnon

submitted * to her - 1mpena1 dictatés. - When the:

will suffer by them "

’A Bonaparte ? This w111 no doubt happen sooner Of

, Vbut a perxod of. calm may now be expected Be-

almost perpetual scene ,of war and- dlsqmetude,

~,lr

“'of Europe. -+ Nearly - the .whole. of . 1t is ‘at " last .

'fpowel ‘of Ii,urope was ‘entire, and that of : France S
S was. in: 1ts infancy, could annce easxly subvert S
the® greatest ‘confederacies ?. When the power of -

: Europe is ‘entirely bloken, and that of Francehas = .
grown to a gigantic size, are we to expect that she o

If we _cannot entertam the hope of bEmg ablek B

o to termmate the war with’ more advantage, either -
g from the: ability of- Britain to -subdue. Bonaparte, e

. or that of a ronfedexacy of. EurOpean princes;. to RS

fwhat other event are: we; to look? The death-of '

- later. Tt may ‘not, however, ‘happen for thu‘ty- '

_' years to come.‘ Bonaparte 1syet: but a young';]-,'
~'man; . He enJoys good health.‘ ‘He is extrernely,‘_.zf L
temperate, ‘and  takes ‘a great- deal of ‘exercise: -
‘His® mmcl ‘has, been- subject to much ag1tat10n,i‘-“ L

~. sides, it is not a]ways found that agitation of mind * -
. has a tendency to shorten life.” Aurengzebe, the
- celebrated emperor of Indostan, ‘who had to -
?j.wade, by usurpatlon, through ‘the: bleod . of his |
R famlly, to the throne, ~who was a-man of a weak‘ S
- ‘constitution, and who continued engaged nan .

hved ina chmate not favourable tolongewty, il

s beyond the ageof elghty, Were we however assur=" -
7 éd that the life of Bonaparte would not be- long,” L
what assurance can we possxbly have that the. : TR

R ohange would be in our favour 2 Let thrs pomt be_ B R
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o thoroughly asCertamed
- 'serious to, satlsfy ourselves with childish supposi- .
- tions. -
. ,‘ proof, that the:: change wonld be advantageous,
o hlghly advantageous ; and a]so that it i8 near, bes
fore on such a. plea, we. consent to the ]amentable
_consumptlon of a protracted war.
- ject again what is the lesson that esperlence, the/ o
~true and falthful counse]lor of natrons, teaches ¥
B That the Change would not. be for our. advantage. -

- The: government of. France has_ undergone ‘three -

| ‘1’26

[ o . ',,Q

. We ought to have proof “undeniable

-On thls sub- :

. or four changes since in. 1793 we began to con-f

tend. thh it..

able aspect was stﬂl presented to us. If there are,

~_ persons: among us:who will. ‘rest upon conJecture
rather: than: experience, 'we must earnestly entreat
,them to reflect that the enormous expence. of war
s a price too hlgh to, pay for thelr pleasure of

Bt ’ccnjecturmg o SIS
~."The. only remammrr chance tOIWhICh 1t seems

“This too is

This. too isa st.bJect on which -

-

The present isa case too '

- Whatever ‘was its existing state,
we: always hoped that the next change would bring
some wonderful alteratlon in-our favour

_ Change, :
e however, succeeded change, and the same formid- -

1, posswble that the’ war advocates can. look for'bets'

- ter terms of | peace than may now be obtamed, isa

: revolutlon, or:a: cml war in France. )

- afoundation on which we have most persevermgly
. builtour hopes. -
~the lesson of experience is cJear and impressive. -
~ Has not one revolution followed anothei? Havé

- ~wenot stlll fanmed that the next would be in fax
~your:of .our. expectatlons ? H'tve we not still been

~ ‘dxsappomted LE Is 1t hkely that Fl ance, wlnch m

BTy

| the utmost turbu]ence of. her fuuous and dlstraet’ o
ed xevolutxon, was s0 easily’ nmted ~against all: fo- LR
' ‘e.rexgn aggxessum, will, after the firmeestablishment =

~of, 'a system of law’ “and. order, break herself, to

. ‘pleces that her neiglibours may obtain the: advans . "
~tage ? Did not the govemment of Bonapalte dis=:
‘appomt all-our hopes of insurrection in its mfan-‘\

ey, when France was not accustomed 'toit, when

" hé had dene nothmg Wthh seemed in-any peculiac
o degree to entitle him to that elevatxon, wheny‘,
~.among’ ‘his brother officers  he had many rivals

~whose" merits and whose claims might appear not .
5 mferlor to ‘his own, When the great powers-of .

Europe sttll surrounded France ina form,ldable ata

‘ ..ltltude, when the fever of change, 1n short, st;ll? o
_ {raged in her vemsP And are we now- desxred to - "
~ found- the most - 1mportant of our national decisi~ |
_~ons upon the chance of 1nsuxrect10ns against the
govemment of Bonaparte, when it “is confirmed L
- by habit; when he has accornphshed the most ex~ -
- traordmary events.which are on the record of his+
o tory, when he has covered annce with that. kmd_
. of glory ‘which' is ‘most- dear- to -the: heart ofa
Frenchman, when  the’ desn'e of cha,nge amongq L
* Frenchmien has dec:dedly given  place to the desire .
" - ofsecurity; when Bonapaxte has had time to res -
; lf'move all the: 1mped1ments, and. éstablish- au the =
[‘spmngs of hxs clem -e}ghted and vxgtlant admmfs- s
-tration? o ~ T
A Astomshmg 1ndeed s the levxty thh Whmh .
“_J'lmankmd allow themselves in general to- deeide .,
"~ upon  national affairs. - Yoir shall find a manof =~ =
o mformatron and mﬂuence, who wﬂl hsten to- the;

LI
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, ‘strongest arguments on. thrs subject whrch you carz-_ ‘
: 'adduce, who, -will -not; even. inquire . if . these. ar-
i guments are -answer able, »and who will; only con-"' )

clude - w1th ian. oath against Bonaparte, and a.de-""

| "l‘;‘bgclaratron ‘that we ‘must nevertheless fight till we *
* have humbled. him;. Yet this is a. speech 0 €X- .
i -travagant and ir ratrona] that 1f it were; not so com-! R
' mony and d1d not harmomze w1th S0, many of our
Co favourlte passrons, wo could: not bélieve would be“_ . .
L lttexed by any: reasonsble creature. - “Let us consx- o
;’der ‘with-due attention. what it xmplies Weareas
 little able to. humb}e Bonaparte, as, Bonaparte is to{;ftf .
- "humble us. There is- hardly any -human event ' -
- thatlis Iess: within the reach. of .chance than: the‘;’
- ‘humrllatlon of Bonaparte by, the prolongatlon of -
B oux hostlhtles - This is.a tl\lth m which all men .
o ‘appear at- last ‘to be agreed it is so evident that
. it'seems to: defy obJectlon., To ask .us therefore o
: S to ﬁght for thee humiliation: of Bonaparte; is, ace..
, :."’oordmg to the practu,al rules of human conduct R
S :the same thrng as askmg us to fight. f01 an’ 1mpos~ b
o 51b1hty itds the same: thmg as if we were desired
" to-fi ght tlll we could make the vines. of France L
-graw Spontaneoubly on: the mountains of- Scotland i
. Now:did they only urge us to let our, beards: grow
~ till this important eyent ehould be. accomphshed e
'\and were they numerous and powerful enoughi to
* ‘set the fashion, we might comply without much
. mdlgnatlon. ‘But when they lequue us to snbmrti ol
to the enormous’ ‘and. destructlve consumptlon of
: f\var, when” they 1equue us to. take the. fund, dess - i
-+ tined: annually to ‘increase- the. natlonal produce,"_‘; o
‘ _"and support natlonal happmess, nay to d«lmmrsh,]

1?“29“

o annual]y the f’und of productron, to dwmdle away

the strength of our country, and: spread poverty’

~ and wretchedness among our countrymen, and all'

this for an object, oir account of which-it’ would

‘be uratronal to requlre ‘us to subinit to the most
,trlﬂlng permaient inconvenience s 110 . language.
~ ' can express the absurdrty of the proposntlon., S
~Tt lessenis not the absurchty to say that we shall
not be in a- satrsfactox y ‘situation durmg peace. ﬁ
Because we cannot be as we’ll as we wish, must™
- we therefore résolve to be as-ill as'wé can’ be?
‘This is " a favoutite plea: of the advocates of war;
o yetitis the same w1th that of the drunkaxd who,
- full of dlseaae by hls 1ntempe1ance, was adiised’

by his physrcxans to abstain from drink. - Shall I

‘then, Dootor, cried he be ‘as well and vrgorous
as ever I was? No, saxd the physmlan, but you
will be much bettér than you. dre now." Oh!,‘
_then, said the drunkard, a curse upon temper~,- _
ance!” A short life and a merry' This is an exact

parallel to the language of those who reply to all
'youx remonstrances respectmg war, “with an oath .
agarnst Bonaparte, and a décision that war must[_ -
. contmue, however unavarling, and however ex«/;'
pensrve. What possible weight, in the delibera-

tions of any rationdl man, ought it to have in the

~ question of peaco, that peace will fiot be so happy.
- a condrtlon is we could wish, ‘wheri 1t is abso-a
‘ lutely certain that by contlnumg the war we can-
ot make it better ? If we can do -any- thmg to
rerrder peace a happrer condition, let us by, all
‘ 'means doit. But what can mduce Vou to urge a
| contmufmce in that which, has iio tendency to 1en-" B

K. -




130

. der that condxtlon better ? If a manis in dxsease,‘
| 'and lf by wasting ha]f his bubstance on phy31-‘
: cxans e can, eﬂect a cure, _adv1se him by all ‘means
. to persevere : “bat if, by fifteen years experience,
~.and from a thoxough knowledge of his dxstemper,‘
itis perfectly ¢vident that- the physmxans can do
* him no good, and that his restoration must be the -
slow result of tune, Lif'in these cxrcumstances you ,
~ advise him to ‘waste’ the .other- half of his sub- .
‘stance -upon the Doctors, you resemb]e exact]y. ,
the present : advocates for the continuance of war. |
- Numerous, however, as are. the subJects of -
wonder in the opposmon to peace, nothing can
excxte more amazement than that any persons }
~ should be found so 1ncons1derate, and so trans-

ported by their passions; as- to maintain serxously

© that war is at ‘present a ‘more de31rable situation .
- for us than peace. How dxfferently do men. de-_ :
termine concernmg thelr own 1nterests and those'
( of thelr country 1 On the sxde of ‘war, the ev1l is
1 enounous, clear, certain. ' No one d1sputes thatf
* war. is - the greatest calamity w1th whlch a natlon |
- canbe visited. In our case, the waste of the annual

produce, the :inroad upon the means of natlonal

;prosperlty, ‘and national happmess, 18 extravagant 3
“beyond all former example. ‘Such is the terrible

- weight placed in the one scale. Inthe other scalei v

' are placed such words as these 5 ¢ Bonaparte s de-’

- sire. to subdne this country is mextmgulshable 3
" he is an artful map, and only desires peace. the
"more effectually to accomphsh his’ . purpose.” o

r Thus, to balance all the unspe'xkable mlschlefs o
L of war; we have only some vague and conJecturalj '

i ‘France, to allay our apprehensions ! Is it pos-
' ‘Slble that the mightiest interests: of a nation can
| hang in suspense upon the determmatnon of such ,
raPOmtasthlsP e e R
- Of such infinite 1mportance however 5 18 thls
"-question, that unreal as any. ‘argument founded - -
: ,upon these fears appears to be, we will yet exa-
j‘mme them Wlth the utmost attention of which. -
 we are capablc. In the first - place we will-allow
. all- the premises : of. our antagoriists, however as-».’

‘ tsumed all their suppositions, however gratuitous;
L owe will yet deny that their conclusion is support ted
,even by a shadow of proofs that it has in its fa- '
_your so much as a 1emote pr obabxhty They as- -
sume that Bonapal te can never cease to plot the -
’ Arum of .this. country ;. they assume, that he de~-
~sires. peace /in order to raccomplish -that: ruin. -
‘»Let us allow it 3 and only beg them: w1th the
-utmost earnestness, as they value the dearest'
g ;mterests of their country, and the happlness of .
- the great body of their countrymen above their
- own pxejudlcesr and passxons, to consider car efully" ;
Y what really ensues. ~ Does it follow that’ ‘because
o Bonaparte desires to ruin this country, be w1ll yet
" be able. to ruinit? He desires. to ruin - it in war
surely as much as in peace. ~ Has he been able to
rum 1t m war?‘ Let h1m desxre to mm ‘itin peace, '

o '131 E @

fears ! For some’ vague and - congectural featsy
‘we are called -upon to endure these unspeakable
_ “evils, not for one year, not for two years, not for

v’ten years, ‘but for. the hfe—tlme of Bonaparte,
‘,nay for an endless tlme, tlll somethmg which we

dan neither foresee nor. ‘conjecture, shall'- happen
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-~ as much as he pieases', W111 ‘that desire eﬁ'ectuate

his purpose? It is a fact Wthh would not be cre-

dible if we did not see it, that a gleat part of our
countrymen senously argue upon the supposﬂcxon,' l
that,. because Bonaparte desires to ruin our coun-

 tryin peace, he will therefore be able to ruin it
They attempt mnot 'to . demonstrate to us * how he

will be able. They assume.the desire, and seem

L to thmk that the execution ‘must follow as an un-

demable ‘conclusion. - We- beg them, however,-.

" to. eXhlblf. the "proof.. This is a - questlon on
~ which " interests too momentous depend, to ber
,determmed by the unbudled hcence of suppo-—

smon. : : :
~ 'What means does ‘peace put mto the. hands of
Bonaparte to ruin this countryP ‘None; abso-

futely none. Do not the advocates of war reflect

that what renders a countxy secare in peace 1s 1ts\
ability to carry on war ; that what renders a coun
try, on the other hand, insecure in peace, is its

- inability to carry on war? But we have confes-

sedly the powe: to carry on war ; therefore we are

- perfectly secure in making a peace. ..

Remarkable are the contraneues of the human .

» mlnd - It is in fact. a pride, -very ill understood -
- that is at the bottom of the srreater part of our

“aversion to peace, yet the on]y humiliating con-,, P

_:fessmn of inferiority which . any one has ever
‘-"made, is that of those who are_ ‘afraid to make .

peace on account of thelr apprehensxons of the -

- power. of Bonaparte.; Those are the men whose’., -

hearta faxl them, and who despan of the power of -

‘thexr country W her evc.r two countr;es arg com« |
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> pletely a match for one another, a peace made on
equal terms cannot possibly render the one more
preponder'mt than the other. - Where one ‘coun-, -

try is completely a ‘match for another, it can

“boldly say, I am no more afraid to’ try with you
- the relations of peace than the relations of war. |
1 prefer peaee to war with all my nelghbours. SIf
you mean me: well, I am desirous to meet you
with oorrespondmg sentiments, If you mean. me.
ill, T ‘am still able to meet and to- baffle ' yom '
' mahgmty Therefore ‘you will always find me
- ready to close W1th you on any reasonable propo=
- _sals of peace.”” When a man is consmous of being’
~equal - to his antagomst he can afford to let him
- place himself in any fair position : when he: is |
- afraid that he is -inferior, and thinks that in one

position he has rather a greater edvantage than i in

~ another, he stickles: violently to retain that posi-
~ tion, and by this very circumstance often loses the .

day. To say that we are a match for Trance in

- war, but not a match for her in peace, is o say
that we are only half a match for her.’ Those
h among us whose opinion of their _country” has'

. sunk so low, take counsel from their own timidity,

not from & knowledge of their country. They
are 1mpressed with a mere habit of apprehendmg

‘, ;'dangel from Frdnce, not actuated by a careful -
- and ratlonal consideration of the circumstances of :

the case. These afford the firmest gxounds for

~ erect and manly conclusions. . The man, who can
_appreciate the advantages of this. country; may \k
" with the utmost confidence pronounce her asable’
» 'Zto guard agamst the demgns of France in peace a5
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it war;" as so completely mdependent of the“
- power of France, that she can assume ‘with her

“the relations elther of war or of- peace, and find
. herself equally secure in either s1tuat10n. ,

do- they expect that the weakness of thlS country,

~and the power of France, will shew themselves in"-
'the - time of peaceP -Let us suppose -that - the
, terms of peace have once been settled and then
let us endeavour to 1magme in what way it is pos-
' 31ble for Bonaparte to- injure us. - Will he prepaxe" .
in secret, the means, of invasion, and -come upon
‘us unawares, like ‘a" thief in the night? Thisis
~ the first, and the greatest ‘of the dangers with:
Wthh we can bé threatened from France. ‘But
we may surely take 1t for: granted that this dan -
' ger, ‘as it regards a time of | Ppeace, makes a feeble
t u‘npxesswn on the tninds even of the most tlmxd -

In fact it is so seldom urged that we may be sure

it is held i in low account. - Tt would, indeed, be
~an’ ignorance " truly Iamentable, to suppose that -
~ preparations ‘adequate to the invasion of -England -
could; in" a time of peace, be made in secret. '
- Such pr'eparations are not a_trifle. Thay cannot -
be: begun, carr 1ed on, and ended in an hour, In~
~ a’time of peace, intercourse ‘is free ‘and rapld
‘ Europe would ring with the noise of- such prepa~

rations from one corner to the other, before. they .

; ’f"could be half accomphshed We have no occa-

* . sion, ‘on thls score, to keep our: susplmons awake. .
We: mlght remain‘in - perfect security till - we - re--", :
‘eeive mtelhgence of the fact from Constantmople. g
"The concentration of such a number of troops as

“In what respect let us ask our timorous- frxends, .

A
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‘,wculd 'be 1eqmred the conveyance to Boulogne

‘of the magazmes adequate to such an undertakmg,

~ the vast repairs. which already must be demanded

to' the perishable craft of whlch ‘the flotilla is-

, composed, all this - would cause in’' France such a
" scene. of operatlon, as would excite the’ utmost
‘surpnse and agitation throvghout Europe., Nor :

is¢ any of these the most remarkable cnrcumstance.

/

We know how long and calefully the men were
exercised in- the management of the boats, and
int the ‘service of embarkmg and landing ‘when. |
 this. pro;ect was last in agitation. Wxthout much g
practice of the same kmd renewed the expedltlcn _
could - scarce]y be undertaLen with less than’ the R

prOSpect of ruin. These extramdmary circum -

', stances duly wexghed remove completely the fear
of a sudden’invasion in the time ‘of peace, prove .
~-indeed' the attempt to be so great an absurdlty that o
~it‘is unreasonable to suppose it could” ever . be.
medltated A still more unportant consxderatlon 1

to the same purpose yet remains to be wezghed o
~ The attempt, supposmg it to be made with ‘every

,probable advantage, would as certam]y be baﬁled

" in a time of peace as in a ' time of ‘war. VVhat 1s

wject? The: determmed and unconquerable hos-
txhty ‘of our populatlon. Bonaparte has many -

- the main prop'on which ‘our mmds have all along B
‘. supported themselves in the prospect of invasion ?
' What is the great ob_]ect of dread by which Bona-

parte has been deterred from 'executing his pro-

_times trmmphed over a standing army as good as

ours ;- but'he mever ‘yet encountered a populatlon S
hke Qurs, and of th:s he and those about him

N - . . . .
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i are thoroughly aware.. They are. ‘not. Jgnorant :
how much their- progress has been aided by the .

apathy of the pe0ple in the countries which they

: have subdued They are not Jgnorant how i im-

pos51ble it is, not pexhaps to _overran, but cer-
tamly to subdue a great country, where the popu-

’latlon 1s ﬁrmly unxted and ammated thh the ‘

-' anlmated w:th the spmt whxch they expe(,t't
to meet in thls country “This. Spmt they would
ﬁnd mvxgorated and renewed in a season of

~ peace, and raised to the h]ghest pitch of -ardour
vand deterrnmatmn by the unparalleled atrocity of -
2 treacherous attack in the bosorn of peace. The -

greatest body of men which Bonaparte, by the
most favourable calculatlon, can be supposed ca-

pable of conveying to our shores, i-50, (’00 or
60,000 men.  But an arrny approachmg to thls :
amount, would not be very heayily felt as a. peace '
o ,estabhshment at- a time ,when all our. garrlsons
abroad mxght be- reduced to a. very slender com=
plement As far as the plotectlon ﬁom our. navy

goes, it may, _Wltl] the ‘utmost ease, be rendered
more cemplete in the time of peace than in the -
- time -of war. As the great quantlty of small
- vessels which are at; present employed in pr otect-
'1ng our trade from _privateers will - then be. dis-

engaged a much greater number of them, (the
fittest of ‘all kmds of, ‘marine’ for commrttmg

,_havoc on the ﬂotllla) than was ever in the hottest =
E tlme of alarm opposed to it, may, at a very small . _
t.,expence, be kept in such a..state of preparatlon, ,

[
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'-that they could, in the tlme necessary to brxng,
~ the flotilla out " of the harbour fof Boulogne, be

salled to the coast of France to attack  it.
Enough then, and much more than enough, ap--

| pears to demonstrate that there is nothmg in the

chance of invasion that renders peace | t'ormldable.

But if the fear of invasion in the trme of peace

be- somethmcr so very 1n31gmﬁcant surely to un-

| :delgo the certam consumotxon of a wxde-wastmg .
ﬂwax, for so “trivial an object, would be a strange
, management of natlonal aﬁ‘ans._ '

If then ‘the ‘most - eager votary ot war wouldw

' not ad\nse the electlon of its stupendous evnls for

the evanescent danger of invasion, what other
hostile project on the part of Bonaparte is suﬂ'l- ‘

\cxent to counterbalance them ?~ The artlcle whrch ‘
, presents itself as next in magmtude in our budget "
“of - apprehensmn, is ‘the creation of a French )

navy in the time of peace.. The advocates for

i war are fond of making suppositions. - They sup--
.. pose that if we continue the war a little longer,
. Bonaparte in the. mean tlme may d1e, or a con-

federacy of European princes may rise . agalnst'

N hlm or a rebelhon may break out in: France ;-any
. ‘one of which events would enable us to termlnate

the war with advantage Now the creatlon of a

fleet to match ours, even Bonaparte, and ina
moment too of exaggeration, allowed would re- -

'\ quire ten years. “We then request these gentle-
“men to make use of one of their own supposntlons, -
~and. they Wlll sec¢ that the naval preparations of

. Bonaparte will thus become qurte harmless before' ’
| -ff'the time of thexr completlon whlle we, in all :
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the mtervemng years, may be enjoymr the un~

“speakab‘e blessings of peace. i _
If nothmg were quulsxte to the creatlon of a

ﬂeet but the bm]dmg of ships. it might be possi-

ble with all the resoiirces of . annce to have, in - .
' twenty}eaxs a fleet equal to ours. Butif the -
 ships: of a fleet are mezely the body without the
; sou], unIeSa Bonaparte has the means “of pr ov1dmg :

somethmg ‘much more Valnable than the body,
he will only. bulld ehxps, as hrtherto he has done;

for the increase of the British navy. But our an<
tagomsts ‘will assume that Bonaparte can provide -
sailors as well as shxps in’ twenty years. Sailors,
however, are not made by carpenters just as sh:ps -
are.. Austna will desire to make soldiers as ear-
nestly as Bonaparte will desire to- make. s'ulors. If
we allow that she’ wﬂl succeed as well, and that
“she will have an'army ready to cope with that'of
Bonaparte, as soon as Bonapar te can have a ﬁeet j
ready to cope with ours, here is a- complete coun- -

terbalance prepared We.: shall never have any
thmg serious to dread from " the fleet of France,

‘when Austria has an ~army perfectly equal to the o
" arndies of ‘France. If we say there is somethmg
in the: circumstances: of Austria ‘which will not -~
permlt ‘her.to form an army equally efficient with' -
that of France, we' may with mﬁmtely stronger -
reason say that thete is, in'the circumstances of =
France, what ‘must complete]y prevent her from' -
formlng a body of sailors ‘equal to ours. - Austii ia,
‘has a populatlon not much mfenor to -that of
France; the Austrians are a° wa;hke people the. -
Austrxan government is'a military government as *

'lég

i

- well as' that of’ Fr ance ; 5 'and in’ the powers of tia- s
- ture ‘the Austrian terrltory yields not “to the

French. * But France has no maritime populatxon.
She ‘wants thetefoxe the very cncumstance o
‘which the life and. soul of a ﬂeet dcpends Thxs

isa pomt whrch our antagomsts get over by thelr
~ustal ‘power of supposing. " But if we can prove

“to them that the cxrcumstances and situation of -~
France neoesaanlv prevent “her. from having .2
marltxme popnlatlon worthy of being compared

~ with ours, they must then by compulswn allow
that France can never have aﬂeet cap'tble of con— .
' tendmg with ours. BENE :

“Itis fortunate that a pomt on: whmh 50 much
of ‘the stress of this impottant argument is placed
by the advocates of ‘war; ‘seems ‘capable - ‘of being’ -

" determined by “proofs - uncommonly ‘strong. - A -

maritime population~ can ‘only-be " supported bya

- maritime trade. This is a proposition of intuitive -

certainty. * It does” not admit of  a- questxon.

" But France never cin have a great maritime trade,

-Her situation absolutely prec]udes it.” The situa-

tion” of © Great ‘Britain, ‘on- the other’ hand by

‘ necessary causes, creates ‘a ‘great mantxme tra‘de.
“While she has any degt ee of - pro‘;perlty ‘she never -
‘can ‘be - without 'it, - Of . the cxrcumference, or’

eboundmg line of France, about three-fourths 'is

inland, and: only one~fourth sea 'shore. Great

© eountry but by means of her sailors. | Ever ¥y part

of her foreign commerce serves to create mari--

txme populatxon. ~-But France ﬂom three fourth&

 Britain being ° entlrely bounded by the ocean, .
" cannot “send- an- ounce of: goods to aforéign -
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140 -
of her clrcumfel ence trammlts by land the goods

wh1ch she sells to'her nexghbours. It is remark~
able that the countueb which “are connected w1th"
CFr ance by land, are the different countrles of Bu-
- yope ;" that she is not connected by the ocean with
oné rich and . cultlvated country, but Great Bri-
: tatn alone. It is evident, therefore, “that sup-

posmg France to become a- manufactunng coun-

 try, by, far the greatest part of her goods will- go’,, -
to the countries which more lmmedtately sur= .
’ round hex 8 by the great roads, canals, and navi- -

gable rivers of Europe, and will not give oceasion

to the maintenance of even a single sailor. It is
worthy too of partlcu]ax observation that the sea
hy Wthh France is connected with some of the
countnes of Europe, is an inland sea, smooth,-
and tranquxl and totally 1 unfit to form sailors quah—-" ,

~ fied to contend with the Hardy, darmg, and dex= =
“terous sons of the ocean,  It'is indeed curious -

to contemplate in what manner thlS sea must
contnbute to preclude France from ever be-

mg the nrnstress of a marxtxme populatton. It

- connects her 1mmed1ately with three: quarters

of the glgbe, with some of the nchest parts of -
Europe, ‘Asia, and Africa. It thus opens to her -
a scope for a boundless: commerce at her door.
On the shores of the Mediterranean she cani trade
with ‘advantages pecuharly her own. - It will al=
ways be mnch more for the interest of her peopue AR

to tr ade thh eountucs where they have advanta—

ges over all’ rivals, than with countrles wherel
- these rivals. ‘have advantages: over them. Let
- ~ France, ‘thje_refgs’e, become a manufacturlng and'
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commerc;al country to, any extent concewable, her

commerce will always_be chteﬂy absorbed by the :
" countiies contiguous to her by land, o ‘connected

with her by the Med1terranean sea. Great Bntam,
on the other hand, can’ txade _with ‘no _country

~ . upon earth, but by means of the ocean. Noris
this, probably, the most remarkable difference in
" her situation compated with that of France. A
‘very great proportion of the home trade of Great
Britain is ‘carried on by the sea. A'very insig-
nificant portlon of the trade of Fr ance can ever be

_camed on by that means.: By xeason of the i insti-

lar situation of Great Brltam, evexy part of it is
vpretty near the sea.. Whenever goods, therefore, >
hdve to be tlanspmted from one place to another, :
- at any considerable dlstance, it is always best-.to
send them to the nearest sea-port and - ship them :
to the sea-port most. _contiguous’ to. the place to
which' they .are destined. - Thus “the ‘goods of
: ‘«Manchestex are sent to vaerpool and thence

conveyed by ‘sea to London. It is a- very - small

portlon of annce, howevex, that is near thé sea’; i
~and therefore it is but a- very. small part. of - heri .
home tlade that can be carried on ‘by,sea.  The

~ small PO!thl’l of - -goods which may ‘be supphed -
-from one place to another of a narrow slip of -

, coast along her Western fronuer, is all the coast-f

' Jhg trade she can ever possess. The immense

supphes whxch are afforded from one p’nt to an-

~ other of her vast interior, must be all Dby inland

'carrxage. The wholé intercourse, on the other ‘

~ hand, in heavy goods between the dxstant par ts.
of Grcat Brltam, is a coastnm~ tzade. The pro~ L
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portlon whlch thc, shlppmg employed n’ that trade
, bears to that in the aggregate trade of the.nation
is. already very - great, and: as the parts. of -the
‘countr ry. which are most d:stant from the centre of -
smprovement advance, it is a! trade ‘which must
greatly increase.. ; Such- are. the causes, in. the
physical,-and- unaltexable circurnstances  of - the
two countries, which  must . for. ever - pxevent
- France from’ havmg any consulelable ‘maritime.
p0pulat10n, and must at all times secure a:great -
“maritime - population in" Great- Britain.. But if
France can neverhave a considerable marltlme po-
~ pulation, -and- Britain ‘must - always have a great
“one,, how is it possible. that France can ever have

-a fleet which ought to - be oomnared with that'of

Butaln?‘ ‘France, - besldes “has. always been a
countxy bare of capxtal After the expenslve wars
- she has 3ecently carried on, and the destr uction -

- than for merly. - But whenever a countt y is. defi-
cient in: capltdl -all that she ‘makes.is for a long

tune absmbed in her. agncu tme, and . manufac-

tures for home oonsumptlon ~por is it till after
great accumulatlon, the slow ofl‘spnng of tlme, that;

" she has any thmg to- spare for foreign commerce ; 5

‘maritime commerce, tnerefore, in France, or. the
-ereation of a maritime populatxon, are effects of a_
- peace Wthh there is. niot a’ -shadow of. reason to
- dread.. By - consequence the: danger. of a. ﬁeet

among us who CllStl ust. the power of: thelr coun-~

'
3

o occaswncd by her revolution, she- must of ne-
| cessity, be at. -present more deficient in capital

Wthl’l can be formidable to ours, is lmaomary. S
- It thus dppears that the appxehenslons of those

.
S
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' try are altogether unfounded The proof  seems
to be as complete,, as the general nature of human -
: aff'alrs admlts, that Bonaparte can neither openly
subdue, nor. secr: etly undermine our: mdependcnce
in the time.of peace.. The danger of invasion-is
) reduced to nothing ; the creation of a navy com-.
parable to ours ‘is'an impossibility ; the sphere: of -
- French .commerce, when: her commerce begins,
‘is. totally different from - the British ?” when  she -
becomes rich and’ industrious she will w1den the

. European marku: not contract it ; she will create

. new scope for the Brmsh commerce, not anmhx-- o

" late the old. This is the. irresistible nature of
| thmgs, Wthl’l ‘no_human power can controul.
- .The government of France may prevent her from

- baving anycommerce, but no governmentcan. make .

commergce proceed-in opposmon to .its own laws,
‘A tyrdnt can make the blood cease tocirculate
- ir any of his SubjeCtS, but he cannot make it cir-
; culdte in a course different from that which- the
laws. of nature have ordained. e thus appears.
that we may . put an end. to the. destructive con-
sumption of war, without. even . the smallest risk.
But so vast are the evils of war, and . 50 - mlghty
~are the blessmgs of. peace,. that even a great risk

- lwould be wisely. encountered for the attainment of

‘the one, and . dellverance from the other. Hew
extr: aordmary then would be the impolicy of strug»
gling. without end in the present umvmlmg, and
iexpenswe contestP T T :
. Among the: people, however, who have pxejuu,
';dlces against. peace, there. are some, more  rea-

s sondble than others, who say that peace wul de-» B
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- period of peace

,Amagmtude
- still exists

' tion. and Jealousres can subside.
bability that at the end of twenty years wart ing,
- France would to us be less formidable than she is

at preSent We should at the end of: twenty‘
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“ ‘,duct but httle f’rom the expence of' the war; that" |

were the’ peace whrch ‘we shonld - have, like an

-or dmary peace, when oar n‘aval and’ mllrtary esta-"v
- blishments would be reduced, they wotld then be
- advocates for peace, as the blessmgs of 'such a -
- peace would, in- their apprehenswn, overbalance’
‘but as we must keep up our peace esta-:
bllshment to nearly the level of wiar, all that we
- should gam is hardly worth the trouble of change.?’
;The very circumstance on Wl]lCh the stress of this -
obJectlon rests, is the circumstance which renders
~ the reflecting mind most anxious to’ accelerate thef "
‘Sach is the’ state of irritation: -
and alarm in which’ we are placed with regard to
~ Fiance, that let peace happen when it will, we’ -
~ shall still imagine at first' that we have’ occasxon‘ :

its rxsks

for a burthensome establrshmeut “Time ‘would:

o gradually dispel otr jealousies, on both sides ;' the
- inconvenience of such establishments would daxly- -
. undermme them in both countrles, and in the
course of three or four years we should in all pro=
- bability, find them 1educed to a pretty reasonable ‘
But if we' continue ‘war rmg, fdr

twenty years, the same_objection to ‘peace. w1ll

be run.. It is hot in war that our mutual nrita-

years;  then, - have the same occasion fora: large’

~ peace establishment as we have now ; and .as we
- ean only hope to ‘be delivered from thls evil’ by_'

5 .

the same’ course would Stlll remain to -

There is no pro=

o and’ constancy
~ course o deféat his’ plansr

“questlon I have been anxious to present fully, be- -
~-¢ause ouf reséntments funso very high ‘dgainst
our enemy, that his insatiable mallgmty isa pomt
which we can seldom permlt to ‘be doubted: “‘As
" -this. argument however, is. finished, and is ens
‘*tlrely independent of what: follows, we rnay offer
" a few considerations towards the formmg ‘an esti-
" mate of ‘the d:sposmon of Bonaparte in respect to
~a peace. They . miy do some: good, "and' can

hardly do any harm, except that, perhap of
 drawing upon the author the charge of some . =
' zealoty that ‘he has a- de51re for the rain of ‘his

11‘4‘5\’

-the salutary operatxon of peace, the sooner peace ’

‘arrives the 'more happy is the event.
~ "burthen Whlcl’l is sure to be attached to the' ﬁrst
' 'peace whlch we shall make, however “distant, we -
~'shall only render - ourselves' the less able to' bear
1t, by undergomg st1ll longer the exhaustlon of [

CAsitis a

war. e

from heaven that Bonaparte had'sworn our’ rum,

. and- would never desist from his purpose, still'we
fmlght fearlessly contract a’ peace, and’ defy his
X mallgmty ;'still it would be our wisdom to ‘maké

peace, -and - mamtam it with wgllance, temper,

Such 1s the vrew whxch presents ltself of'—bhe :

o desrrr of Bonaparte for our destructron 1sr1nex- L,
- tingu ishable, even if ‘we’ knew by a revelat1on L

This'would be our most efl’ectual -
This ‘view'of the ’

country “But' this is a charge whxch is nowso

L common, “and ‘has been laid upon. $O' many good.j
o wmien, ‘that he. cannot feel it very héavxly‘ |

L
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In the ﬁrst place we can have no manner of _
doubt that Bonapart,e would be very. well pleased
to subdue us, could that eyent be . easrly accom=-

phshed We cannot help, to0, perceivingcertain

" circumstances in his situation which tend to. makc

 this desire 'stronger than is usual between belhge-

“rent countues - 'We have 1alsed up against him
" extrdor dmary hostlhtles 5 he knows our hatred of

hlm is: Jntense 5 We are the nation whrch can op-_
pose th,e chief obstructlons to. his des;gns Thus
~far reason conducts us in supposing hostile intens

tlons in the ‘breast’ of . Bonaparte “but not one
step farther. If we suppose: that he cannot make o
a d1stmctron ‘between what is poss1ble. and what

is 1mposs1b1e, if ‘we -suppose, he ‘cannot: ‘make a E
- distiziction - between 'such - desires as he. ¢an safe]y -

- endeavour.: to, gratlfy, and such - as he cannot ‘en~
deavour to gratlfy wrthout a greater chance of

. evrl than good we, draW our. conclus;ons uelther
from, the: laws of human nature, nor. from a know-‘

ledge of. Bcnapart . Now, Great~Br1tam, as apr

_pears’” from, evidengc

.....

obJeot of: dread, were he foolish, enough to- endea-
“vour to. compass an. 1mposs1b1hty The monarch ‘
‘who. threw chains into. the. ocean. because it.de~ |
stroyed his boats, was easﬂy conquered "But, if

it.be 1mp05s1ble, or any. thing, near. nnpossrble, to’

o subgugate Brxtam, the shghtest reﬁecticn must B

much stronger than can in
~ general be, obtamed on such subjects, it is- 1mpos-‘ =
sible for- France to. subdue. Of this Bonaparte is
much -more. completely aware. than, those of our .
countrymen who are. so, despelately afraid to make
. peace. Bonaparte,’ however,, would; be little an -

L,

e

" eonvince Bonaparte, that the chance of enl to
~ him is much greater than the - chance of' good in
makmg any attempt to subdue it. Now it is one
of the: laws of human naturc that a man always‘ ’
acquresces in an nnposmbrhty 5 Or. any thlng so_

- difficult, that in his case it may be regarded as an
) 1mp0551b111ty 'Ihls is exemphﬁed in the conduct 5

- of the most impetuous  and wilful of mankind,
”\Even Alexander ‘the Great stopt short -in ‘the.

‘midst - of the conquest of Indla, on whlch hig

C heart seemed to be more strongly bent than on any
- other of his undertakmgs when ‘the dlﬂicultres of:
- the country, and the reluctance of his army pre- -
_ sented obstacles which heé found it would bé dan<' g
; :gerous to encounter - This has been exernphﬁed
in astill more strlkmg manner in" the conduct of
) Bonaparte.‘ At the moment when we enraged him’
- +s0 miuch by termmatmg the peace of Amlens,
g _’who doubts that his desire to subdue this country
 was then'at its height ? Such'was at that time the: -
"0p1n10n, \almost umversally ntertalned by us," .
“of his 1mpetu051ty and resentment, - that we'assu-
~red ourselves he would make the i invasion Wlth o
healeng fury ‘before ‘the explratron of many .
: Vmonths. ~Yet we siw him consume  two whole
- years in preparatxon, and even _after his pxepara—j"
-tions were-made, by thé exercise of a little more "
_ 'reﬂectron, abandon the enterprrse Thus, in'time’
. _of war we have expeumental proof’ that Bonaparte Lo
' acqulesces in the 1mpossrb1hty of subdumg this
o country. But we ~have - proved that the i nnpossr-, S
o bility is equal nay greater of subdumg itin time .
L of peace. There is’ the highest reason. suxely to-
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eonclude that Bonapal te wrll acquresce in the one
1rnp0331b111ty as . well asthe: other Itisa conclu— _

‘sion founded ‘upon . the most : steady and certain - -
prmc;ple, ,fnom whrc‘h we can _reason concemmg‘, k

the actions of man ‘that a very clear, and very:

Jmportant 1ntelest must always determme ‘his-
choice.  This is: the principle from whlch we cons’

Clude,; that Bonaparte desires - peace, with this

countr Vs kand that he will- not. desne to breaL it
‘We never can have a stronger securrty for the
: smcemty of the counter party in any tleaty of Lo

peace.

~To thxs powerful evrdence what have our an-.
tagomsts to offer in reply?. They tell us, ¢ that.
¢ Bonaparte is ‘ambitious; - and . that amb1t10n s . -
¢ insatiable.’ ’I‘husj by a mexe common place,;‘ o
of the most vague, and. unmeamng class, they .
“would have us set aside evxdeuce founded . upon“
the most invar nble 1aws ot human nature Isnot- . -
_every passion msatlab]e, justas’ much as’ ambmon;
152 Has, not the moralist: in all ages warned-us
o agamst the msatrable nature of passion. in ‘ges
* mneral? Avarice, for example, is universally: descubed S
as 1nsat1able. The . mofe the avaricious man has,'.
the more ‘he desxrcs ‘Bat does’ thls hinder: him -
from d:stmgmshlng between the . modes of gra-
tlfymg this desire; from’ percewmg that by cers:
.tain modes, he may gratify ‘it ‘with . safety, by
other - modes, if he- attempts them, ‘he will incur
1nxsch1ef ? Does the insatiable nature: of - avax ice

nrge’ the av'muous man to txy 1mpudently to

V Wrest his money from another man, or. secreﬂy to
nrlcm it, when- he knows that both hrs open

2
L

N

| L i4) B
and ‘his secret schemes will cextam]y be dxsap-»

B pomted and that he lnmself will be pumshed for

" the attempt’ Does the msatnble nature of ava- -
luce make, in- peneral the avaricious man elther”‘ "
- robber or - thief? 2 Why? because “the apparent'
~evil of such undertakings -is “greater  than the
| probable good.  This is pxemsely the reasonlng o
. ‘which we suppose to haVe an influence upon Bo-

naparte. - We ‘only suppose “him to yield to’ the

- common, -'and - strongest 1mpulses of human .
nature. - Nay more, all that we suppose h1m to
“do; is only to consult’ with the most ordmaryr S
o prudence, the interests of that ambition itselfy.
" by which our contr overtists suppose him to be en- .- -
tirely governed ‘The usk which_ he runs in at-
~ tempting the subJugatlon of Brltam, is all agamst
- his ‘ambition. - Nothing - else, -which can easily
~ happen to hlm, would contnbute 50 eft’ectually to
- lessen, nay, to anihilate his power, as a failure in

this momentous undertakmg As its failure, by

\every rule of human calcu]atlon, seems to be
- certain ; unless Bonaparte means the death blow
- to- his ambrtlon, he cannot be supposed to mech-’ e
‘ tate SO dangerous and hopeless a project.” o
- - Were we not resolved to mterpret every thmg
accordmg to our passrons, the desire Wthh Bona-‘ -
parte has so “often manifested to conclude a peace -
- with: Brltam, could not have . failed to make a
' wpstrong 1mpressron. The clear certamty, that he ', '
. !can possess no advantage over us in peace, ' ‘any
~.more. than in war, is the strongest proof which
can be’ unaglned ‘that he desires peace for the
sake of peace, and its own fair and mutual ad-,\ U
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vantages. In fact, if we examine. the matter'
L candxdly we shall perceive ‘that the conclusion of
. peace is now almost the- only thing Wl‘llCh can add
- ’to :the glory of Bonaparte, and the stablllty of
- his power. . Whatever ‘conquest can- atchleve for .
“hlm is . done. : From no external power has he
now any attempt to fear, which can shake' his
throne., He has gratified ‘Frenchmen to - thelr'_
."hearts content w1th mrhtary renown, and. placed,
] hxmself mﬁmtely above his late riyals. l‘o give
to Frenchmen the. blessmgs of peace, and esta-
T bllsh an interest in their gratitude, is all that now
‘remains. for hlm, to, place his power onas firma
basrs, as any newly acquired supremacy seems ca-§
. pable of attammg Besides, - Bonaparte. now re- '
 gards the empire of France as his, and as the ,
;patrlmony of - his famlly ‘He has, thelefore, 4
natural 1nteLest in its prOSpeuty He regards 1ts L
‘ 'lprosperlty as his ‘prosperity. . It'is not ‘as’ ‘when
~ he was a mere adventurer, strugglmg to, have the
o ascendency, and careless-how much for that purs
~ pose he wasted a country, with which his con-
. Anectron at that t1me was very. loose But he sees,
B that war is mcons1stent with her prospeuty 3 that -
' exhausted as she is, she has the most unspeakable )

need of the restorative blessmgs of peace.”. Is it

then wonderful that he should wish for.it? Is it

‘ extraordmary ‘that he should desire an event. 5o
much calculated to add to the stablllty of his

,‘f throne, and to. the splendour of hlS govern~ ERT

Vyael #

B l”f«'?'?l%é readingss, nay, the forwardness with. which Bonas
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. If we recollect the natural pnde of the man,
g how much h1s unparalleled succesb has tended to

- blow it up, how - necessary he accounts, it not to
~ lower his dignity wlth a country which has sought
‘ »mdustrlously for occasions . to. _affront. h1m, we -
shall be astonished at the lengths he has gone for

the attamment of peace. I could ‘earnestly. wxsh '

“that every. one who allows hlmself to talk wpon

v thlS subJect and Stlll more, evex y one whose sen-

‘ pa1 te has on vanous, and vexy extraordmary oecaswns, acceded T
to, proposals of] peace, is one of not the least’ 1emarkable cir-
' cumstances in ‘his’ careet, Tet us just reﬂect on some_of -
~them. In the spring of - 1797, he had advanced into the. heart .
- of Austria at the*head of ‘80,000 men; a force which the -
Austrians had no means of opposing. Instead of pushmg for= -
‘ward to the capltal he proposed terms, of péace; _the Austri« -
B 'ans asked an armistice ; and though it was entlrely adverse to

Ium, as it enabled the Austrrans to concentrate their ‘remaining

: lforces, he consented to 1t, ‘and the prehmmarres of Leobenv -

were signed.—In the next-war, after the decisive vrctory of

, Hohenlmden, ‘he offered to. treat with the Emperor, on'nearly =~

*  the:same terms .ag> before. —Haying oveirthrown. an Austrian - L
: force of nearly 80,000 men at Wlm, he sent an’ urgent mes-~

sage to the Emperor Francis to make peace ——After the battle' ‘

of Ansterhtz, when Austria lay at his melcy, he 1mmed1ately

' welcomed the proposals of the Emperor —It appears from the -

- official :paper in the Moniteur, ,of Tth Januaty, 1808, that *
- a word. from Lord Laudexdale, would: have’ stopped the- fatal -
',march agamst Prussia - in. 1806, ‘Bonaparte’s. letter from

Genga, urged. the. ng of Prussia to. make: peaee. before the

, battle of Jena, and;'we now find, that he twice offered him. a
- separate. peace. after that irretrievable disaster.—Towards this =
~country, his declaratmns have umformly, duung the last four‘ .
- years; been pacrﬁc. In January, 1805, he:made. an overture o
. for. negocxatron ‘we: refused it," and stirred. up. the Contment) '
"”agamst him, " In the. spring:. of: 1806, after conquerrng Au: L
. ',_strxa, his, language to his: senate was, * I desire-peace:with
England ne; resentments of mme shal ietazd L
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timents will have any influence upon the national

‘ dec131on, would read with attention the collectlon

o ‘of - papers (‘onnectcd thh the late negotlatlon,'f
‘which- was pubhshed by our own qovernment.‘ B

‘As jany"- analysm of these 1mportant documents,

“ would here occupy too lar rge a space, Iam-. happy' |

o 'be able to. refer to a tract, which I’ suppose is

“in the hands of most of my 1eadexs, and in- thch_ S
that” analysns is exhibited in the ‘most sat:sfactory 3
~ form, The ¢ . Inquiry into : the state of ' the -
" British West Indles,” by Mr. ‘Lowe*. \It is not:

- 'so much’ the favourable terins here offered: to us,
' as the. tone of the negotxatlon, ‘which i is the won-

~ derful - circumstance.  On ‘our 'side appear - the
utmost haughtmess and impatience.” “At" ‘every

’_untowaxd incident - were we for: puttmg an end to]i |
the. negotmtlon mstantly, demanded our. pass-
ports ‘and .seemed to- thmk it coudescensmn to =
say. to. the Frenoh negocxator, “that. we would :

‘meet -him again - upon - the - busmess'%v The
' Fx ench’ even submltted to court us. not to breakv

oﬂ’ the negotlatlon, and oﬂ”exed such texms, as
we should not beforehand have eas1ly beheved we«

* See that work fxom p. 91 to p 131 See also the sup-

{ plement to. the 3d edit, of the same work

"+ Lord Lauderdale, in a letter: to- his govemment gmng an -

: V'account of ohe of the last conferences he ‘had w1th Mons.

- Champagny; thus writes;  After strong’ expresswus of mu-
e :tual regard, he attended me to -the ‘outer room, where he
& agam proposed-a-renew al of our conferences i in-case his go- I
s vernment should give him. new instructions. My answer
. ‘was, ‘that T had no choice in immediately - applymg for pass-y'

: _“ ports; but “that, as long as I temained in - this - country, F

- never would u;fuse to-see. /um - See: otﬁcxal papcxs. L

G SRS

could obtain. - Hanover, Malta, [the Cape of

* Good Hope, Pondicherry, Tobago, were all to:
- be resigned.”, But on this circamstance, we . have.
1o occasion mow - to dwell, since his Majesty has:

_declared, in_ his answer. to-the. declaration of. the:
meeror of Russxa, dated  at: Westmlnster, De-_,

“cember ]8th, ]807,_that the. terms which were-,

-oﬁred 2o’ Great Brztam, were pe7‘fecthi satis= -
JClCtOTJ, and” that. it was- on- account. qfthe Nw
‘terests- of Russia solelj, t/mz: the negotzatzon was

 broken qﬁ' "This - ‘averment on:the. part.of . an ad-;_ i
' ’;mlmstmtlon, composed of the leadmg persons in
- the-party which is most averse to peace,, is -in the:
~ highest degree’ 1mportant ¢ The. Empelox of

Russia,” . says this oyal oeclaratlon ¢ cannot. fail -

"« to- remembex, that the Jast negotxatlon between,

‘¢ Great, Britain, and Fra,n,ce was br oken off, jupon:
“¢¢ points immediately affecting, not his: MajeSty’s;-

- % own interests, but ‘those of his 1mper1al ally.”

-This is a public, dehbelate, solemn declaration,

before all Europe, that Great Britain had nothing
to fear from France, in.a peace concluded upon.

‘the terms which were offered in the late nego-"‘f ;
tlatlon, that- the mtexests ‘of Great Britain were \
completely secured by those terms; t hat the  ne-

gotmtlon did not break off upon pomts affecting -
the mterests ‘of his Britannic Majesty. But if it
‘was safe for Great Britain. to” make peace upon
those terms then, it is safe, for. her to make peace

- upon similar terms now. The question then about
. the advantage of :a peace is decided by the au- .
thonty of goverument 1tself for. there is 110ta_ ol
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,T he only fiew cxrcumstance Whlch it mlght have‘
been feared would create materlals of controversy, g
was the dxspute about our mautlme claims. But
" in 'the remarks which have been’ lecently pub=
~ lished in the Moniteur, upon " that very paper
. which 1 have quoted above; Bonapax te has volun-"
teered, “in’ ‘removing -this dxﬁicu]ty pet advance.
_ "He: has declaréd that out maritime. claims will'
'v_,'ynev er come in’ questlon in' the negotlatlon for .
_ ‘peace. “If then we may have the same terms of .
- peace; which were offer ed to us-in the negotlatlon’- ,
- conducted by Lotds Yarmouth and Lauderdale, if o
~ thosé terms- completely ‘secured the -interests of
‘ ‘Great Britain, and if the negotlatlon was broken"f'
“off- upon questlons solely touching . the interésts
o of Rusma, What can hinder us from acceptmg of
~ those terms' fxow, when R‘ussxa has made a peace" '
iorherself? TR : PR
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