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CONSIDERATIONS
THE IMPQ:RTATION

FOREIGN CORN

' Ansmg out of the Proceedmgs, ata Meetmg of the Herltors of Fife-

shire, proposmg to petition the Legislature for further Resmctxon, :
as pubhshed in the Courier Newspaper of the 10th Dec. 1813

COMPRISING

A Rev1ew of the usual Arguments adopted by Agncultunsts, in
’ support of this ] \'Ieasure,

snr.wme, ,

That tbe present hlgh Pnce of ever y thmg has been caused by the
excesswe Tncrease of the Rent of Land, and a Circulating Taxa-~ ’
tion. . That the proposed Encouragement to Agmculture, in
the Legislative Support of yet higher Prices, is delusive 3’
and will be wrested to the further increase of Rent, -
in the same manner as have been the High Prlces, .
to which the Country | has already submlcted

That the High Prices of lhmgs, in no way ‘result from Paper Currency 3.
JAlso exhlbltmg the true cause of the Rise in the Price of Gold and

Silver in Britain; and thereby shewing, that it is mdependent
of the circulation of Bank—Notes.

~ LONDON:"
o PRINTED ¥OR THE AUTHOR,
AND SOLD BY MLSSRS. OTRIDGE & SON, 134 STRAND.
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Lohdon: Printed by B, MMillans @ . - .
~ Bow Streat; Covent Garden, - R

C'omzcleratzons on certam Resoluteons at a ]eretmb

of the Heritors ~of Fifeshire, of which General

- Wemys was Pr esident, as 'pubhsked in tlw Cou=
- rier Newspaper of the 10tk D\e{:cmber, 1818.

| THESE Reso]utlons, compused in ﬁfteen‘
Articles, ‘which ‘it is proposed to examine in.
‘the ‘order in. Whlch they stand, ‘are ‘sfated to
have been moved by Sir John Ansu uthel ‘After’
_ which it appears fo have been’ fux'ther resolved,
chat they should be the f’our‘datlon of a Petltnon“-‘ :

to- Parliament, ‘and a Commiitee appointed to .

plepare such- a,ccoxdmgly, ‘also that they should’
be: commumcated to the Conveners of the other:
‘Scotch - Counties; - and a cmrespondence ‘com~
menced with them ; and the Committee funther’ '
',authorlsed to commumcatc with the Commlt—

tees of the other Counttes, at Edmburc'h

© Wemay therefore view these Reaolutlons as:
the public annunciation of thb genelal co-ope-
ration of the Who]e Landed Intexests of bcot-
land ‘to" support the high- puce of ‘corn; Cand’
?thereby that excessive inerease of the Rent of
Land; Whlch has been. eﬁ'ected during the last’
- 20or 30 yems thloughout the wholé kmgdom b
R thls vmw the) carry vvlth them an- 1mport~'i
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- ance callmg on the commelclal ‘manufactur-
ing, and monied classes to give a tlmely atten-

tlonto them TR

‘v,.\»_",' SRR

]st Resolutzon = 'I“ha;t the measure pro-

posed to Paxllament at the' conclusion of the -

last Sesswn, f01 the amendment of the Corn

' Laws, is of Vltdl lmpmtance to the State, and
has equally for its obJect the ultimate advan- .

- tage. of the commercml manuf.u,turm auglg
,agucultulal interests.”” - o S

On this Resolutlou, 1t md) be sufﬁolent to

. doknowledge the fact of the importance of the
.'measule to Whl(ll it dlludes referring to our
further exammdtmn Of it, lnow far thls import- .
ance may not mther rest. on; xts 1eJect10n than'

on 1ts adop’uon by the Lemslature And. this,

n. fact not less essentla,lly to - the agr;cultmald
: 1nterests, than to- the commerclal and manufac-;

turmg Lt

\

o 2ncl Resolutzon —“‘That lt IS of the ﬁ
eonsequence to every country, . to be mdepen- «
dent of other countries in its supply of food.”” =

T hat the proposition, oontamed mn tlus Reso-,‘ .
lutlon is lughl_) desirable, must be at. once ad-,l‘

‘mltted . One fa.ct however “occurs. to oppose
l'.the strong statement of its bemﬂ' of the first

consequence. - DIolland in the zenith. oflts com-
"melclal pzospenty, 1mp01 ted neally 1ts Whole_."' |

3
oonsumptlon of corn w1thout tlxe result of any
mconvemenee E B

er Resolutzon —r That it appears ﬁ om tc-— -
turns presemed to the House of” Commons tha,t o

' clmmo‘ ‘the' last' 21 years, upWards of b8’ mlln :
lions sterling has been’ paid’to fmelgn countrles

for corn’ 1mp0rted into’ Gxedt Butam P ,
"The advocates of any measure" are apt to en-s '

' deavom to uphold- it by’ extreme cases. TlllS‘
_5 hwh sum of 58 millions, avelages less thanr,

three millions a year for the 21 years ; an amount

: whwh those acquamted Wlth the magmtude of .

our’ manufactured exponts may be’ induced to

- view of less Importance tban conce1ved by the _
movers of ‘these Resolutions’; ‘and to questlon o
how far the commercial retarns obtained by the o

appropriation of the portion of our national ca~

L ~ pital-and labour, enablmg us to: make’ these 1
‘manufactured exports, may not. mexel) ha.VL

* countervailed, but further, have’ greatly pre—
- ponderated over the proﬁt that could have been

. derived - from thelr du‘ect apphcatlon to agr1~

culture ' : ,
It s too to be 1eeollected that durmg all,'

| ‘tlns perlod we have had to! suppont a state of
~“warfare, great beyond all former - example

Consuderatlon must be- made for 'the unavmd-

“able waste in prowdmo' for such numerous Ar-
'mles and Navxes as'we have mamtamed, and the

1:2




. 'mcreased consumptlon of- the soldiers -andsai-

Tors composmo' ‘thiem, with 'that of 'their-fami-
’_'Lhes, ‘and of all thet altlﬁee!s and othels in‘the

pay of the pubhc beyond what:it-would: have
*been in. theu natural and md1v1dual callmgs

~ "g_Thc excess’ 0cca51oned by these: circumstances
'“'vhas pmbqbly made: up no: mconsxdexdble part

“of - these three mllhons of' dnnual avelawe im-

' ";por’mtlon Wlth the restmatlon of peace, ’ﬂllS’

o ’mcwased demand lel cease

, féth Resolutzon. e Tliat th'e 'balz‘mée‘ a}gaihst
this country for ain atticle of the first-neces-

sﬂ:), must have ’dlmmlshed ‘the capltal which -

“would have" been mvested in- the lmplovement

"“of land lccsened the 1nternal resources - of"
'and tended to the mcreased cultl- :

Britain.”

‘ Wlth 1espect to the ﬁrst part of thls Reso-‘
B 'Elutmn, as'relating to dlmlmshed capital by this
-";“'mportatlon, it muet sucmest 1tse]f ~that the .
c?iplta] and mdustzy of the counu‘y Vvould not
“rave ﬂowed preferably mto the-chiannels ofcom-

“niered’ !and manufacture,if>they had not there

_*“found a”'more beneficial employment's «and that
i 'the mterfei‘ence thenefoi‘e ef the- Leglslatule to» '

dlvcn; them from. thoae channels selectcd by’ the

f.-‘»‘,‘always bettel Judgment of- md1v1d11a1 practlcal o

v extent of eultwatlon and m‘lpro‘vement t0' Great

. expernence, s . to; be deprecated . ‘The 1etum
~amade;to;this country for, the export ts of our ma-
. nufactures and colonial produce (for sueh ‘colo-
L ‘nial, produce is, always - .purchased. by: the pren-A
~, ous export;of other; mam;lfactmes) must exceed

- that profit that would bave arisen from the di-

» reck apphcatmn of the;same capital and labour ‘

..o agriculture. .., .And consequenily the. baxance,

..instead. of bemO' against, has been more’ favour-

able to us ; instead.of haying, dlmlmshed “has

lneleased the genenal Wealth of the country,v

~.and: aceordmglyx that: capltal avallable for: land.
B 1 must be seen: to have auomented not lessened

_,;the internal resourges of. thls countx ¥ That .
.- our; 1mportatlons tend., to mmease the cqltlva-
tmn of: forelgn countnes, ,so Jar as stated to be
atvthe: -expense; 08 1055, of a, sumlar extent of
.. cultivation- and. 1mprovement to. Gleat Butam

must. therefoxe also- be seen. to: be furthcr erro-

- neous..

In our mtercomse wﬂ:h Fere;gn Natlons, the

f‘%-.:-'bencﬁstwthey may. derlve fmm it.should 'be - the
- I'source of. congratulatlon to. ourselves And g
;ﬂ}lS not onb in a spirit of plnlanthropy, but
o equally so in the true, knowledwe of:our own mte— R
. rests: . for.it must be appalent that the <rreate1 L
- and mcher they are, 50 also’ must be more ad- |

Iy

vantageous 1o oulselves our commumcatlons
;:.w1th'them ‘ _' o SRR o
e Ifwey desxre Forewners to purchase our ‘ma-

P it
-

y o
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nufactures, in What are. thcy to make us.a re-

turn? \We do not wrsh it m ,othcr manufac- ‘

tmes.~ ln what 'then must we receive it, f"
not in the gruff produce of then‘ sorl 2 They

have not all mmes of gold and srher, _any
more than ourselves.ir If we clo::e our markets
aomnst all’ other commodmes exceptm gold
and srlver only,

to grve us- "n eX h‘anoe, Whl(,h we wrll accept°

mer‘lca requrres not the

Germau ‘then, to obtam, its

want Wlth Whlch to ma,ke the exchange In
do:nO‘ so, these manufactures must come  in
competl’uon wrth, and in as much as they sue-

ceed exclude from the markets of bouth Ame—
‘rica those goods now qupplred by England
cﬁ'her dlrectly or mdrrectly throu0'h Spam and ‘

Portpgal

:The; darh (]‘I}S are. passed whrch had 1ma-~ "

gr ,ed.:gold a,nd bllver to mzuk the advantdge o
drsadvantage of our forelgn mterchang‘es.

Gold and srlver are now known to be mere arti< .
cles of merchandlse Whlch hke other mer-"k‘ y
chandrse, come and ga a,ccerdmg to the dea .

-'at least i in Brrtam

.those who have them not, -must -
cease to take our manufactur ea, havmo' nothmg

,consequently ‘be mutually beneﬁclal
- countries can exchange oné. Wlth the other any
,' artrcles Whether of manufacture, or raw _md-
'terla,l or susten'moe (Whu,h lqst xe in, fact the -
: greatest of all raw mateuals, and together Wlth ,
“all other raw matemal on]y a lower order or
' ,pumfuy ‘kind “of manufacturo, or product of )
labour apphed to the sorl) for other artlcles, o
. whéther of- manufacture, raw materlal or sts-
ténarice,” which  have reldtrvel) been pr oduced’

tablish Wrthm 1tself .
some manu factmes whrch South Amerrca may

mand for them, in° the natnral ﬁow of com-4 }
merce.’ * The blmd conceptlon that if in a
trdde between two countrles, 1t Was beneﬁcldl

. to one, it must therefore be m as much dlsad—

vantageous o the other, no lonoel mrsleads-_
. We havc become sensible
that all’ commerce, dlthough perhaps in some

“instances more beneﬁcml to one country than to-
the - other

however, necessarlly benehcml N
Chmate,.sorl a’ more pcrfect sklll .

to both

;‘oue country advanta@es whlch another caunot

- does not possess.f 'Thelr exchanges musb
It tvm

3

-wrth less 1ab0r and. caprta] ‘the mutua1 ad« an—_

tage must be ewucnt If Enw]and exchauges.

withy Gcrmany a prece of eotton cloth; which has
~ been’ made’ with the labm often persons; for ten
»4da‘ys “( d”()w‘VdﬂLe bemg rnade for the value of
the’ cotton Wool 1mported ), for
\ .Vnou or v»hea!, whrch could not have been pro-

2 iquantlty of




- Also;ifforle of

‘ ‘va'nt geous , .
‘country iti'so. domg must be not 1éss apparem?

it could Oﬂlef'WISC have ptoduced thhu‘; "’tself

E

- ducéd i’ England‘ but w1th the labf)‘l df Edgﬁi’“f ,
~ ble the’ niimber. 6f persons ‘For the sl finde) Y
- must’ bé evidedt, tHat' Euglan’d is- more ‘adyand

tagéd than' she could Have béen in' the appliéa-;

tion of her own double l.xbm to’ 1té‘produéti<fn 7
“and’ consequehtls that FnO]lsh?i’capu

ust’ b :
augmented ‘by-ithe ‘exchangé,” beyond vh At P"
would have been by the ducct apphcatmn ofité

or. whéat Also xf onv Athe othei }Ear;d,*ff(}er-‘""‘~
‘many could produce Wlth the ‘ten day%"]a}mr‘ A

of the*ten pelsons’ the ofn" o wheat she e

made SUE Gelmany‘but with dduble thié “Ia

and capltal ‘ofdt dduble the pi‘lce of them,v

German) 'too""f is i’ thls manner advantaged
. 5@01211tries equally capab"le
of’ ploducmg the sanhe things: by means of the -
same labor’ ‘and’ ca’pltal ‘*should howéve1 be bl

t0” duect that"‘l 1" and capual to m'

alﬂmugh it“should” thereby“be obhged To-1é=7
ceive fromi'the other” country. the things w}nch

4_,.*,\,-.

‘ b . ’
: ‘Bf‘ labor and“?‘éapl’bal yet 1faEnolami

' ‘myt _b upposed thaft,

s : in terests ﬂf t};e fau‘ tﬂader a,;re élw\;zyé ‘d,é;hﬁed B

-at the sa{ng tlme cgn by supermr mgenmty,;.'-.

convert this ,1a,bor and. capltal tQ the manufac-vl "
ture of cotton cloth; mploqlucm pqu;mtxty Qf;;
it greatlv be;ond,what rmany may be able
to pnoduce by, the sxmll i;appllcatlon of its
lalgpx and capnt,al then qut -both, countrtes 8
sull be beneﬁted by thes exchan@e. Germany ’.

_in thls case obtammg the cotton cloth: at. a

cheaper rate than; that at.. which,. relatively to [

 the. iron or,wheat,; 1t could ha,ve been made: fm- o

in, Germa,ny, yet sufﬁcwntly ngOVQ that pf the B

e

in England by mehns of supemm mgenmty, tm' o
~make the, exchange also, advagxtagqous to, Eng- .

land;, Germanyohtains more, catton ¢loth

3 ._;"

it cpuld h@ve\fabﬁcated for, 1tself, aby. means of: ‘

the same. Jabor.. and: capital employ@d in the,: .
Pdel.lctlon of the OB oryiron.. En@land Qb,.

taips more corn or ixon than it couLd. have pros.

duced. for, ;tself by.. means. of the same labor.

~and papltal employed. in: the fabrlcatlon of the,

‘cotton cloth., Exchanges of this sort constitute:

- the basxs of commerce Umnﬁuenced by duues';-; s -
“or customs, the money: price. of .any commodtty; -
: always repr(«rﬁents LheJlISt value of the labox angl:

cap;ta,l reqmred inifs, productmn: and li; can.;ﬂ S

o
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o and) dlmmutmn iof our ow

| ».'i'-_tmn,‘ n'zzt;haiv

==

. f';;:;“"’ — , e '«‘.,,': ," >

.

wrth those of, the: commum y o whlch.«»heube- :

',lonos In tra de we mushgme dnditake 3shnduf'
~we wish German) or any other country to re-
~ ceive theproducts ofiour -industryy: Wb dhust:
also. take something in’ sreturny which: Germany
~and: German, or,other- mei‘chants,»mustuﬁnd T
Jnterest an exchangmm w1th st b ERTIGIE LS
- Restraint upon any otlier species of xawﬁmiti'

;Iteual,; lsw«qagucklx) underStood 167 bé desmu@tﬁv o
~ ofrou: m.emuif'actu'resY Ought it'net also o b B
\;;pzen;:er(r‘eﬂ*}tha,t restraintrupon-this: Kkindsofbraw
- . matérial,! fthe«sustenance of the! rartificér, m’list

‘baeQuwll} ‘ruindusito lnsundustry 21 Qurymerd
changs must: havésome returns for thoaeﬁ%h'mgs
i‘they export:to. ‘fofelgn countﬁles B or‘ ithiey WY
“cease to’ export ‘them: - “AThe rliinoas eﬁ'ect*of*tlié

, retum upon-us' Lof foreign dhufacturessin’ exs
B cha.nge for-ourownjsmust beobvious!

7 b Inivhiat:
“then maylit-be: pmposed that si*chiﬁsi‘i'“' pitrnvzshadl
* e made; acco:dmg to:the: pl*esent‘extent (of: Gui'

S lexport‘ﬁ’ - Tt-must’ be'seen,-';ithat tooblige: Gei'

manyand: the- other Ild,tl(BIIb of Europd to*‘phy‘*us*
“goldand: ssilverionly, m'ustopemte o confpelimet
. mediately: theirssimilar. industry to | the&m%ﬂ’ﬁy
‘thus: destmymw bt
d:mﬁmshmgfthe homemarket Sfurnished by oun
N m.mufactul ing popwlat:on forthes plfed\)’@tsflbf
: Lmd ’and thexeby ‘mstead ‘oftdrawing: chpitdlite>
our ow-n ao mcuh;m., 28 assumedfmjihqs ‘Reyélﬁ u
ac:nmmn, wb } edessemng (the” actual

TN

- employm_ent of thls portion of the natlonal 4cap1-

E' empl,py@dun manufactures, an. , 3

e

Prxsouwagem’ent of g@ﬁdnmnmcts, produce a Te~
$ubtid1ama§uomlys OpPOsIte, 3¢ 2het
LY n3 Ly Tinuos wi%c FILS 30

B o 1a:bith Rx@solutzmz-»z-uﬂ.’}f‘lmt the: alance pald to.

- ofheny countriss: inoweturns for: flmported 2cor,
mﬁlsiuhaveuaﬁ’ected thea cxdnmoe Wltl fo;‘clgn

natlons, and embarrassed our'commermal trans-.
agmonq b )

i)Y é}' (SO

‘-he gonmderatlous oﬂ'ered,m freﬂ;pect of the’
pneccdmg Resolutlon, ‘comprisesin: subst'mce :
“what; desenves our attention:in: Tespect of the. pre,
sente; Tt surmises, that l‘f,xthescapltal =a.1'lds7lll-.-
f; the: sountrles which::creat d:.wthose Lo
manufactures We haye-exported 1o G‘crmauy;and -
oth@x countrles 5 had :«mstead,; been employed -

had occaslop fomthat ;corn whlch we hav : ‘
' poxted

- been s0. employed whence should we: have pro‘

| duced the manufactures we: have expm ted?
must be ev1dent d:hose manufacbmes Would not

hasve been p1 oduced - This brlncrs the. questlon

to ,)gW‘

rich. may have been )the most: advant'tgeous

: twmmgathose smiimero

mllleS, Whose. consumptlon 1t lS »that donst;tutesf

02
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' thé preéent home market for this corn ai0d 6‘&1‘1“’&5

‘ producu of the. Jand, and wnhout ’whom, A no”

: such home markéet would eMst ‘it could conisé~’
‘ :QUently Be'only dlspmeﬂ ‘of by exportat‘lon: AT
' 3'Vfreadlly décur to’ every' Lahdholder, At

| ’pm't- the préﬁent‘hl@h rent of landi  If it were'
L poss1blé that the Landed Intelests would be cén*
1oweé heir rents $0. as to enhble the

S
)

1688 Bnd’ 1‘700 “to’ the sumlar state of Lhe counf
iy lﬁ”whlth ‘years” (when, Aif we eXported HOTTE
cb_rré:' e aldg’ 1mb0rted“to ‘a“considérable” diid -
- k'-’géﬂlaps greater amof it
T

,.‘-’Iﬁtlon )
) tiiatfroin tlie bulky Hiture of corn, it could not
bear'the charge o v"“'distan‘t vbyzib'ES, and - that

o therefo 4

natdiial pro(‘mcé of thiodé’ countrles“‘becéuge ifi

| ih@‘Same rha{ﬂnef as’ f'()rexgh dorn has o’ éncou” A

te; 'ﬂi Ad'lS Bvantége 6f'fr810~ht g rlskf‘

lﬁg Proght to’ Englénﬁ “go Biritish ‘cottiin th‘fs

¢ase xﬁust be. sﬁbje’ét 6 Uthe’ mﬁﬁax‘“&:hé’rgé‘ of

ah 1ts transport to those- ¢countries, -to be deducted‘ o
SN the pricy” £hiht might 1) ‘t&iﬁe@fofﬂat
e .,W_héré fﬁ%nﬁ?aét&fbs cbmbré‘sslhg gfeat e

» \"ﬂé"“"xport;{ilon pricé ié can éxpect; Cwould sap¥

of mantifactired godd§ o
» ”f"‘Flance, Holland Germany, anid-othér
places) it is the avowed object of thiese Reso! -
to" b:‘mg tis’ back . 3et it ust be ééen, B

”'the expoYt ‘of’ 1t'co\ﬂd not Cxteﬂd Bet o
‘fyoﬁd ‘the nearest’ fmeignfmunfnes soand éireﬁ
“then,’ 16 Pes6ld 'to & disadvantage’ a0~am‘st‘§tlie D

- A3

" lue dn §m:-5d,l2 bulk,ﬁa}x e caﬁable of,. 1'¢paymg the :
. expensc of the most distant voyagesy and. ,enqbla- |

FRs A

sip.exiend,our tra‘dc to, g‘,@e furthest. quarters,. |

3 b 3 e B

qfithe@}w‘(;l;], 1o, Mone {mati{)e reﬂectlon \ghould"

FEYD

"avsg;ﬂxen thchandeﬂ Intel ests to the c 3p8 e,i thgt
‘proport flouist e, of our
?qufagtules,« f" ) _é ___;é‘.'—rﬁi,rke.t,;i_r
that,is, the, ¢ o the

NG

| e&!‘
]a,pds,,tand tha,t in: urgmg theu‘ freuzt go asé tol

42:;,

e of, subcnstence a,bove tha,t T
fb; iie,AJP

; ad?&?zf ‘§3£‘1

pay for,, our manufactutes, mstéad of makln
el e Uy o
thcm‘at home fo; themaelves,j they are destrogﬁ T

-'53 1LY

Jthem the ,market B

, ’nqcessarﬂ) ﬁ;st obtamed flom pther fo;‘elgnk}'iv
fpmmtrwsvaqd,aour colonles n exchdnge for
ther,;rggnufactul‘es,_and expou; '

i 115%'
" onl; p

,,,,,,

S@m c,onte ; tg o
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g giamg, is to hold ,out to the cultwauuanﬁ apﬂ,,
an 1nducement tgﬂmcreasezhQultrvgtmn.., slio vk
' f&t_the ﬁrst glance of  this Resglution, ji AR
seem jmcapable of. \o])']e ppgmxl 18, 10, }J%‘,c%)m
mdered ihowevel, whethe&ai;hgl ¢, Iay,.not, be;

some existmg pledxmeqts,! the. remoyal; of, -

_,‘/’;ii

whxch wouldqq,;q;ﬂmore forcib y‘gthan any,; glﬁfk,

mducement, ,and ,Whlch 1mped1ments,,ﬁ finc

rper]y understood may behable to gaui\ s__t,rqngs;%

AR 3_,1

from the 1 tended new mducoment

o S

§333ENN

5 ’SU ‘ r- 1)
' —, hat tl
! ,\-,,;.,ff%?l%w% et the, o

1

c%mpetl tion, gthlch

- forelgn éompehtmn A

.(»‘o;” 2

w1thdraws capl

¥
\’.:

SIARESE

' 'hmt‘y e 1s place

~ the ., ma enders. 1S, ch‘“’d‘““% }mpﬂ;‘
othcng ve cannoludiss s,
penses. . : dosg o i {ij?fﬂ? SISt

_.,zl‘lﬁl;eﬁﬁps p'u‘t O,f{ﬂl_ls Resolutlpg,s)v;“,,.c o l‘x'l,t;,Fx ‘
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