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ADVERTISEMENT.

THE folldwing Obfeivations confift prin<
cipal‘vly_ of rhaterials, which were intended to
be employed in another work. Such reputas
tion as might have been aéqﬁired'by attention
to ftyle, ornament, and arrangement, -is fa
erificed for the fake of fating, while it is
not too late, to the People of Great Britain,
as “wcll as to thofe of Ireland, fome fa&s,'
very iﬁtefeﬁing to them, and the‘av knowledge
of which poffibly may be of fervice with re-
{pe& to the queftions that are immediately

to come before the Legiflature.
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i ADVERTISEMENT.

- As it i1s the management of thefe times

to conceal from the Public ‘the meafures

' that are ir'xtendéd and as Minifters are fatif-

fied Wlth carrying certam quefhons through

Parhament W1thout troublmg themfelves

about farther conﬁdelatxons, the Author can

‘only reafon on the general notoriety of thofe

meafures and he fhall be happy if ‘at 1éaﬁ
part of that, to which. it s faid the Gover;h

‘ment of the two kingdoms is: pledged, may

not prové true.. A with to: ferve both

" countries ‘could alone ~haye induced h;m to

undertake as diﬁagrecable a tafk as has gver
falleni to his lot'; and when he-adds, that he
is fenfible how much of What he ftates 33

- likely, till well undel ftoad, to be dlfpleaﬁng

to many in both coungrms, and gn,hﬁl;@ly ta

- fuit théir prejudices, he, on thofe accountsy

hopes he may . claiim fome’ fort of merity

"The Manufa&urers of Bntam w111 not be
fatxsﬁed

ADVFRTISEMENT it

fatisfied with all his. do&rines ;. but in thls

he muft acquiefce for the prefent, asithe ex-

periencé of miankind tells us, that he who

. do¢s 16t go evéry length with thofé who'are

interefféd in' a quef’uon, unavmda[)ly rifks

their good OpINiOH. - - .

Tir £8fpe £ Tréland; it is painful to'him
1R -aft éxtrené degre, to feem éven to thé
MG préjudiced and unréaforible, f6 take a -
- phfE dgathft her in’ fhe propofed arrdngerment
with Biitaiity alehough it bé oiily i thé fin-

aals T e e P TS U L E T S O W T S
gle point reldtive €6 the altération of the
Navigation' AQ'; -¢for he ¢annst confider

Protediiiy Duties 4% thie with of that coun-

iy 4t Bifges) but hieis ‘convinced that: the
genérality of the' Péople of Treland are not

awdre-of thé whélé extént.of what has been
defited ‘ot thiit' head:- - F¢ thinks thei more
réaforiable than €0 formy' fuch: a.with;. and-is

22 » Aure

f ey




v ADVERTISEMENT

{ure that When the confequences of the pros

pofed alteratron are laid before them, that

 generofity Qf charaier, for ‘which they are

dlﬁlﬂgﬂlﬂl@_d, muﬁ prevent vt_h_en ,‘contmumg

to afk it ; and it is only by fating the cafe

of Britain ﬁrongly, that they are likely ta -

fee how unreafonable their clarrn is.  If he

yyere even to conﬁder the matter merely as
an Infhman, Who only cared f01 one part of

_'the emprre, Wrthout the. 1e'1ﬁ regard for the

good 'md advantage of. the Whole, he Would

~ not with the'meafure to take place ; becaufe,

if Brltarn fhould he {urprifed-into it, . and the

| alterauon which is deﬁred ihould 1gnoxantly‘
and ‘mconﬁderately be made, herknows the
| muf’t reclaim the conceflion ﬂle had made,
"He mqﬁ ardently Wlihes that fuch a mo1t1ﬁ-='
cation Mmay be fpared to Ireland, and that

the confequences which would refult fron;

1t, may be prevented, and. it is from -this

ADVERTISEMENT. v
with he 15 mduced to take a part 1n the quef~

txon. If merely from the fear of nikmg.»

- the unfavoulable opunon of the People of

that Country, he thould W1thhold the infor- .
matlon whrch is in his power, or dechnc to‘
ﬁate matters Whlch they ought to. know, he
fhould feel h1mfe1f unworthy to belong to
them and he fhould thlnk 1t dlihoneﬁ inthe
hxgheﬂ: degree, to entcr an the fub_]e@c W1th,-

,opt the refolution to treat it with the utmoﬁ

- impartiality, If he had prejudmes, they

“would probably be in faVOur of Ireland ; -and
perhaps their fouudatron mlght be" traced
to the 1nd1gnatron he. has formerly felt on
the treatment of that country “He is, how-
ever, equally interefted  in the welfare of
both.-eountrles 5 and if he could fufpeé?c him-
;felf of partrahty to erther of them, he moft

| . aﬂ'uredly Would have aV01ded ‘the fubje& |
His fituation in refpeé to both, may and

ought -
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vi  ADVERTISEMENT.
ought to prevent his bemg pre_;uchced at

Joaft it is fuch as’ has fervéd to gwe hlm |

- fomé know‘ledge of the intérefts of eacl.

Hé cénr have no wotivé fof taking part againft

éither’; his ‘deﬁ‘re{vqafs’? to reprefent -the’ rca‘l

frate ef’ 7‘Ir‘é‘lﬁrid-’? as 'fs:r as he‘:coﬁl"d

prcvem: rhxfchlevous, xdle, or: unava}hng cla«

miur, snd o counteraé’c the deﬁgrrs of thof'e )

whofe. ob_]e& is to rmﬂead and dupe ‘the

people.v.__. Lot .

R vml gﬁ&e’ﬁ‘iﬁ&’"g”féhé-fzft’i%fé‘éfi&“f*' iF oW,

Or 1&1‘ futﬁre, thefe ObferVafxons fhould' lea‘d

K céol an‘d d&fpaﬁ“ onal?e efiam‘matféﬁ “atid in
th’é e‘nﬂ\ t6' the mutu)aﬁ adVan’tagé of Great j
Bntam and Treland: He has - ﬁated many .

fa&s, ke hés: freely obferved upon otk

, fa&s 5 and’ he hopes: What B hids remarked,
 will sive: rﬂ'e to’ reﬁeéhons ﬁiéte ufeful and,’. L

1m’poft‘anr.. o
s The

ABVERTISEMLNK“ i
The Tablcs Wlll mvr: a more cerze:@ i&ea.
of the fate of Manufa&ures and Tgade thzm .
* could have been formed wuhout them. 3 A’. ’A
greater detail relatwe to parts of the F 1fhe-i

nes, to parncular Manufa@cures, and to the

trade m ;('ome countues, Wthh however,

may not at preiént be of much cenfequence,

’ﬂlQlﬂd have been given, if there had been‘
more time § but it bemg decimed that the
very bufinefs, which is the prmcxpal objeé‘ |
of thefe Qbfervatlons, is - 1mmed1ate1y to: be |

difcuffed, the mformatmn herein contameé

~ fuch as it 1s, if delayed would have come

too late. If there had been. leifure for the |

purpofe, the author would have mformed

hlmfelf more fully on fome other pomts,

' and the whole of What he now offers,

mxght have appeared in a more ﬁmihed
flate. |

~ ‘The




gi APVERTISEMENT.
The authqr‘,ﬁtakc‘s his l‘e‘aveg_"b}fr Wi{hillg‘- his

exertions, in favour of the great points which

Wytére’:_t‘he obje&$ ofthe Naﬁvigaﬁoh Lém?s;,w

" may not be confounded with narrow reftric-

'tioi:s 'reiafi'\'ie to Méfl_ﬁfa&\ircs a;fd Commerce
in 'gén'cira»l. Heis ;athél' difpofed to dif‘;:ouri;a' ‘
tenance and diffuade all réﬁrainté., "é"xce“pt |
thofé‘wmch are iieéei’fary to fupp’ié:ft.hé Brie
tith Marine, to make Britain the mart of

eommerce, and to fecure to her Dominions

the only return the can reap for the gféat ex~

pence of her forcign fettlements, namely,

thé mohopbly ‘bf ‘the'iArf/fuPplyQ SITRTIREA

SHEFFIELD P@A’CE, L
Jan. 25, 1785.

OBSERVATIONS

- MANUFACTUR ES, TRADE,

AND

| ?'RE_SENT STATE oF IREL’AND.‘ |

HE extenfions given in the courfe of the

laft fix. years to the trade and commerce of

Ireland, are fo recent in the recolle®ion of - B

both kingdoms, that it would be {uperfluous

‘to - e ] R P . '
ftate them in detail, notwithftanding that

gls‘}r forl}q the ground work of the following
ervations. It would be equally fup"er-"

ﬂuous‘ to record, as the fequel of that detail '.

the expreflions ufed by 2 warm-hearted péo:

) le - ® . . . .. .
| Em; An the ﬁrﬂ: flow of their fentiments,:
~ Undera change of circumftances, moft aufpi-

B clous




[

2 OBSERVATIONS

cious, "it may be hoped, not onlyt.ofthémg
but to the profperity of the whole Britilz
empire, of which they form a confiderable

'Part. ~ Ireland had been placed by the hand

of Providence in an- ’1dv"mced fituation be-
tween the two Continents,. with excellent
harbours towards the prevalhng wmds, and
with the bleﬁing of a fertile {oil; and tem-

- perate climate 3 but the had neverthelefs long

laboured in an inefficient and helplefs pover-

| tys under a fyﬁem of reftraints equally perni-
cious, unwife, and unjuft.—Itis natural, that

‘the minds of her people thould be elated on

the emancipation of their induftry and acti-
vity ; and perhaps a confiderable period muft
elapfe, before they fettle {ufficiently, either

to afcertain the intrinfic: V'llue of their late

acqmﬁnons, or to adopt the means of apply-
ing thofe. acquifitions to the be{’c effed

“the bef’c habits of eXertmn are not fud-

denly to-be expeé’ced though they may gra-
dually be formed by the natural progreﬁion

‘- of a free commerce, and the foftering attenm

t10n of a foe and fettled govemment._ S

From fuch attwlments alonc can refult

that mcreafe of ﬁock and capltal Wh1ch
2 S Wll%

I

OBSERVATIONS. 3

will be éffentially neceffary, before Ir eland
can avail herfelf of half her advantages. In

the ‘mean time, many of her people feem
difpofed rather to feck farther ] peculative and

theoretical clauns, than to cultivate the folid

benefits which they a&ually poflefs 3 whilft’

others are rifquing and prejudicing’ the prin~
c1pal ftaple of their country, by forcing its
- weak capital into too many and new branches.
Thefe - ‘unfteady and extravagant attempts

have: a tendency not only to check tlade,
but to plovoke 1etahat10n.

It is now well known qmong commercnl

, rntions, that manufatures, forced, and fup-

ported - ()y bounties and prohlbltlons, cannot
long thuve, and are not only a lofs to the
community, ‘in PIOPOI‘UOH to then‘ expence,
‘but are farther pernicious, by tempting away
hands.from the thriving manufactures. By
aiming at too many things at once, Ireland

~will fucceed in ‘none; but by purfuing cer-

tain ftaple articles that beft fuit her, the may
bring them to ‘that pexfe&wu Whlch will
command the markets, A country, of the
extent of Ireland cannot expect to prevaxl

mn
cvery ‘manufaéture ; the may trifle in many,

B2 - but
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4 ,oBSERVATION&

but fhe can-excel at foreign markets in few 5
and thofe, under. ‘proper: management, may

be amply fuﬂic;ent to give both employment .
and afHuence to her people. —1It is the abun-
dance of. a manufa&ure, _'md the - general
| eﬁabhfhment of it'in.a count: Y that makes
it both cheap and good

The Irlfh have beon 1eprefented qs bemg

_lazy, and riot - difpofed to labour:: - they

are,. howevor, of an. '16t1ve nature, and ca-

, pable of the greateﬁ: exertions 3 -and of -as

good a dlfpoﬁtlon as any nation, in the fame

ftate of improvement.: their Generofity, Hof- ._
pitality, and Bravery, are proverbial intel- |
ligence and zeal in whatever they undertake
- will not bp wanting: . but it has been the

fathion to judge of them from their out-
cafts.” The nghlanders of Scotlaud

the1r ftate - of nature, are alfo faid to be :

mdolent That men Who ‘have very ht
to do, - {hould ‘appear .to. do little,. 15 N
:&range° but who thmks them mdolent
: when . biought into. fituations - where they

~can aé’cp The nghlanders, indeed, have
Ml Jefs reafon for.. indolence than the
In{h 5 the country of the former'thh diffi-

Culty’

OBSERVATIONS. g
‘culty can fubfift them, while the plentiful

{oil of heland encourages 1dlenefs —-Perhaps

, the cheapnefs of the common fodd, : potatoes \
may be juftly deemed- a\caufe.&of;xdlenofs, and

confequently detrimental to manufafturess a
{mall garden of potatoes will fubfift a- famlly.

Few countries have become completely :in- .

duﬁrlous, t111 the price of prowﬁons was

comparatnfely ‘high. In how many. towns, |
-even of - England, whexe the - manufa&urers

- {ubfiftence, . without dally la-
‘bour, .do numbers of them confume the

| Monday and T'uefday in idlenefs ? “The com-
. mon people of Irelind have not had the en-

couragement they might have had, if an un-

- fortunate difference of " rehglon had not pre-

vailed, and -if ‘it had.not been thought 4 ne-

~ceflary. pohcy, not to bung forward the mafs

of the people who differed from the reformed

church,- but more ofpecxally becaufe their
‘principles were fuppofed to be ~hoftile not
-only to the eftablithed religion, but tothe efta~

blithed government. . Lately, the fevére laws

‘againft Roman Catholics have been repealed,

and’ many unneceflary reftraints removed 3

| Reftraints ‘which had thamefully lafted too
. long, and can only bc accounted for. by the

acrimony

B
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| Iand and Ireland will ever occur.

6  OBSERVATIONS.

-scrimony” of the times in which they were

impofed. At prefent, perhaps, the improve-

ment of Ireland is -as rapid as any country .

ever experienced, nor will any thing check

it, but the'weaknefs of ' human nature, an

ill-founded diffatisfadtion, and an extffiva-

‘ gant dzfpoﬁnon to innovation and cnange. e

}ealouﬁes in trade between Enghnd Scot—

,}ouﬁes m {ome refpeéts ftimulateiufeful com-
petltton, and in the end i improve manufac-
tures, and promote trade.  In the fermen~

tation and progrefs of {uch Jealouﬁes, appeals

will frequently be made to the Legiflature,

and the interference of. the Legiflature, when
. obtained; will generally prove mifchievous

to the grefat‘ interefts of commerce, without’
giving {utisfaction to'any of the contending

p'u'tzes. - In fuch iu'ﬁmces, however, much -
good may be'done’ by wife and dllrgent Mi-~,
“nifters, who. think it their duty to watch,

to. inquire, and fully to inform them{felves.

’ Px‘ejudlces may be removed, miftakes may
| be expofed and fometimes ufeful regulatlons
 may be: introduced.  "This. remark: has been

mggeﬁed by the prefent circumftances of
| ~ Ireland ;

Such jea~ -

PROTECTING DUTIES. ¥

Ireland ¢ it has been already hinted, ‘that
- {he aims at more than her capital can poflibly
fupport or in which fhe can poﬁibly fuc-

ceed : fome of her people - have been 1gno-
antly eager in profefling an- unfnendly dif~

poﬁtmn to Britith manufacures, and perhaps '

perfuade themfelves, that under the term
< Prote&ting Duties *,” they can’ “conceal

thexr real . meanmg-—-the introduction : of -
a plan of prohibitory duties. Happ;ly,

conhderable proportion of the country: thinks

. differently ; -and :her Parhament, '1ftel {
full mve{hgatmn, rejected: the meafure, by,

a great majority. Yet, many ftill retain

' the difpofition to ~occupy- themfelves, and

difturb others, with . attempts to. mtxoduee
the mifchievous fyftem. A war. “of  pro=

- teGting duties and. bountle%, Would anu'

{wer to neither country; it would be ex~
tremely prejudxmal to bothj it Would be
ruinous  to Ireland.: The duty propofed
would be prthbxtory. If -Irelarid prohibits

“the ftaple manufatture of Great Britain, mea-
fures of a .ﬁmilar tendency Wo_uld inevitably -

* The dutxes propofed were fo. hxgh as to be proh:bx-

.tory of Brmfh, and thexefore prote&mg Ini’h woollens.

and

v
B i
g B
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.~ No. 1,
"TOTAL VALUE of all. Commodities exported.from Ireland to Britain for Ten Years, ending the 25th of
- March, 1783, diftinguithing each Year, and the feparate Value of Linens, Linen Yarn,” Wool, Worfted, and - ”
Bay Yarn. S S ) . . | , |
: ) NI R | R R C “Other Articles e
Years || Value of Linen. * || Linen Yarn. Wool, - ~Worfted and - Total .of the exported to Britain || ‘Total Exports.to
Mt A : Bay Yarn, Foregoing Articles. || from Ireland. . “* Britain,
| b Csodll Lo so Al Lo s Al g s.od Lo s Al Lo ose do|l £ s d g
1774|1 1237121 11. off 175166 o o|l 503 11" 72| 95880 16 8| 1508671 19 3%|l6o51vy 19 ‘O 2113849 18 32
177511 1458543° 15 of 183592 15 o 1003 12 11| 118345 11 8| 1761485 14 7%||615031 18 75|l 2376514 13 22
17761 1435110 16 41} 216015 5 of 829 14 131120790 15 o|'1782346 10 s3\lv63114 3§ || 2347460 13.10%
1777111387584 5 5| 178190 o. of 867 6 63| 170054 15 o|['17360696 6 11%||81o435 18" 1 | 2547132 5 o
1778111542748 13- 1) 168653 o of 8321z 3 || 184134 o |l 1896368 5 4 ||816124 o 43| 2712402 % 8%
1779) 1335043 4 off 214020 10° 0)11939 5 53181409 3 41602412 2z 9F||650564 g 1132252976 12 8
(1780][1219921 O Of 254219 15 of1082 7 § (127321 O olf1602544 2 5 |l778690 15 10%| 2381234 18 3%
1781} 961455 13 4f 223215 O ol 552 7 11X 122786, 3 4|l 1308009 4 71||872206 3 41 2180215 % 112
1782111646138 2 8l 169126°10 of1482 8 g || 128732° 8 ol 1942479 9 5 ||757346 2 331| 2699825 13 . 8%
1783 1014197- 18 ol 214877 13 o|l1031 10 11%|| 100015 15 o 1330122 16 11 659167 19  9i|l 1930290 16 ¢
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- ferve her in no refpe@, but would greatly -
~ maife the price to her people of that effen-

 PROTECTING DUTIES. 5

exading an’ additional profit from the con-
fumier ; ‘the ‘would foon find’ the cannot

fupply herfelf, and that eﬁorts which may

fall- hewdy on her in other refpe&s, will

tmlly neceffary article, cioathlng

| Thofe who examine w;th a _]e'11011s eye
the advantages refulting to Great Britain

‘ from her fupplying Ireland with certain ar-

txcles, thould obferve the prodigious quan-

tity of linen with' which Ireland fupphes /
Great Brltam, the value of Whlch, in the
‘year ending the 25th of March, 1782, ex-
‘ceeded all the imports into Ireland of the

growth, produce, and mmuf’t&me of Gre'xt
Britain : 1t amounted to 04,692 @"'2 yards

| value I 646 1381 2s. 8d Ir1Ih money“"' be-

7-1mportatxon agreemems, (thch they were) was in value “
,455,9991 7s. §3d. In conféquence of thofe agree-

ﬁdes ;

* See the - t'nble No. I The author madvert°ntlv
took the year of the greateft export ; but the average of

four years, ending the 25th of March, 1778, and pre-

vious to the exports of Treland being: hurt by her nono.

-,‘,ments, and other cxrcumﬁ;mces, ‘the" value of linen ex.

S ports

M
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. And coloured linens. -

 Total export =

to PROTECTING DUTIES

fides linen yarn, to the amount of 169;126%,

‘1os, In-the fame year, all the imports
~“into Ireland, of the produce and mianufacture
of Great ‘Britain, . amounted to 1,486,311
28 4d. 3 of whicl the- quantlty and value

of woollens was as follows, and it happened

to be the year of the greateﬁ 1mp01t :
| »‘ Yards. .‘ . ' £. s de

© ©ld-deapery, - 362,824 - Value 253,976 o o

‘New drapery, - 547,336 = —— 068,417 0 ©

322,393 © O

,;And it'is farthet Worthy of 110t1ce, thqt, in
~ &he fame years when Ireland expmted

Yarde. V | L. 3. &
To Bntam 24,692,072 value I 646 138 2 8

‘She exported to all o
the reft of the : e o
worldonly - - 278,230 —— _18, -4-8 14 8‘-

1136555 —— 5984 9 9

25-’583395,8% '

v

| ports fel] in 1781,to 961,4.551 The next year, 1782, L
‘ however, as ufually hwppens on fuch “occafions, it mw

creafed and to the great amount above mentxoned
' Moreover

o b ormem stk e

S T

PROTECTING DUTIES,

(\Moreoyver it may be obfer?ed;,‘ that Ireland

does not grow a fufficiency of wool of a
proper fort, if the fhould manufaéture  the
whole of 1t, to fupply her own confumption

| - of woollens ; and that fhe could not get ‘the

‘fame articles cheaper from any other coun-
try than from. Great Britain, At the fame |
‘time, a great proportion of the linens which

Great Britain takes from Ireland might be

“got cheaper from the north of Europe: and
Ireland fhould remember, that, of all her

exports 1in = the | “fame year, viz. 1782,
Britain alone took 2,699;825L 13s. 83d.

* How trifling, comparatively, the remainder

- of her exports, will appear under the- head :
~of her general trade. :

The year ;78 3 was not exaély the period

when we fhould have expetted the woollen. 3
- manufa&urers of Ireland to be moft clamo- |
rous, and that they fhould enter upon the

moft violent meafures. Unprejudlced peo-
ple, at leaft, will think that the complaints

were il timed ; and the following account
-~ of the exports of Woollens* will proveit. It

1

* Excluﬁve of fnze, Aaqnels, ﬁockmgs, and mxx-,

:urcs of woollens, and hats,

C 2 o {hould

s e e

L.
proe



: PROTECTING DUTIES.

' thould be. remarked, that the export was
‘_ allowed only during a fmall part of the
__t;year 1780 |
Old drapery exported from Ileland year
" ‘,endmg the 25th of March o

: o0 Yarls,
1780»"1ﬁf%? 494
1781 . —— 3,740

182 - —— . 4,633

1733‘/;- —-—-—-—- :"40,589 |

L

iendlng the 2 5th of March

: A Yards, -
‘1780,. - = 8653
- 1781 — 286,859
oay82 = 336, 607
‘ '~’~1733 e 538,061

‘ ‘And as a farther proof of the increafe of ,'

" thée woollen” manufa&ure in Ineland, it ap-
 péars’ that the export of vsool woollen; and
worfted yarn had decreafed above half. - The
ﬁaverage export: of the laﬁ which ‘is the
‘principal ayticle,” for feven years,: endmg

the 25th - of March, 1770, - was. 142,890
| ﬁ:ones. The average of the fame number

N ew: drapery exported from Ireland, yea‘r 7

to 1767, Ireland 1mported

' of

PROTECTING DUTIES. 13

-of years, ending the 25th of March, 1733’ |
‘was 66 679 ﬁones.e e L

o It {h.ou"l,d be remarked,. that at ‘the time
Ireland, on the opening ;of her ports for
" exportation of woolléns, ‘made an effort to

{fend the above quantity to-foreign mavkets,
the increafed  her -imports  ‘of : woollens.
This helps to fhew an advantage in takmg
away that’ unreafonable reﬂtramt and thould

“convince” us, that the more Ireland exports,
~ the greater her neceflity will be of import~
ing from England. Ireland was enabled to
" work up her wool in’thofe articles” Whlch‘
beft fuited it, and to the greateft advantage,
~ for forelgn markets, inftead of employing

it- to difadvantage, and mcreafed the 1mpdr-

" tation .of fuch woollen articles as England

could furmfh cheaper ‘than ihe could make

‘ ~them. ~

On ‘an average of four years, from 1763

© Yards, T o
New drapery, R 281, 557
. Old drapery, - 196,047 ¢

e T S A I aver e



|
|
|

PN

RN

P

e

o)

G

—
R
)

14 PROTECTING DUTIES,

Onan average of four years, ending the

2 5th of March, 178 3, Ireland xmported

v Yards.
'NeW"drapery, -~ 390,095
- Old drapery, = 281,406 :

But the increafe of the importation of the
prmcxpal article, new drapery, was only about
one fifth of the mcreafed mmufa&ure for
exportanon. ' Eh S
~ ‘ R Yards
Increafed quantlty of new - drapery
1mported, e e e
New drapery exported, year endmg -
~ the 25th of Marchy 1483, - 538,061
And the export of the latter amcle, the
fame year, éxceeded the import near 120,000
yqrdsL “And farther it fhould be remarked,
that, int the very year when {olarge a quan-

108,533

tity of  Irith ‘woollens wére able to meet
Britith at foreign market, a duty was afked-

on Bl‘ltlﬂ‘l to enable Irith Woollens to meet
them at the markets’ of Ireland '

It fhould be obferved however, that ‘the
*manufatture of woellens was not. {o much

increafed as appears from the ftated export

\

[

of the four laft years : a certain proportion -

of

| of thofe articles, v

i

PROTECTING. DUTIES, 15

vious to 1778, at which time the prohibis
tion to export was, taken off with refped to

 the Britith plantatlons in America, or the

Weft Indxes, of any Britifh fettlement on
the coaﬁ: of Africa, Before that . time,

| ,woollens could not be mentloned in the
Cuftom-houfc flate of the eXports of Ire-
" land ; but now that the export is. opened to

all the world, by the afts of 1780 and 1781,

it is found that two thirds of her woollens

g0 1o Portugal, to which place the proba-
bly fent nearly as much before. ‘The: im-

- ﬂportauon, however, of moft of thofe artis
cles into Portugal, both then and now, was,
and is, fuppofed to be proh1b1ted by Portu-~

gal : and it thould farthe1 be remarked that

as Woollens are not fubje& to. duues on exX=
port, the vamty, and other motives of mer-

chants may have mduced them to entet

greater quantities for exportanon than they.
| have really fent, |

But fome of the vxolent ﬂzena’s of Ireland

/fay, we will ‘have non-lmportatmn agree~.
,ments, Prote&mg dutxes, prohlbxtxons, &e.

if

hich now appear in the
‘exports,. were {muggled from Ireland pre-

e
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If you -don’t take our linens, we will not

only refufe Britith, ‘but alfo-foreign and co-

- lonial ‘commodities from Great Britain, -and’
the two laﬁ amount to. near 800,oool.n

yearly P T T SO R Co

It w:ll be aufwered that Gleat Eutam-_w
gwes to the pr1nc1pal manufa&ure of Ireland
every advantage in every part of her domi<

‘nions} and " may :moft reafonably expeé’c that

her own principal manufaéture fhould, in re<
turn, have equal advantages in Ireland ‘which
The linens Great Brlt:am '.
| takes ﬁom ueland are five' txmes the value of"

“they “have not.

% Séine of thefé pretended fiiends of Ireland, who.

whether aftuated by an honeft and zealous ignorance;
or by worfe motives, are likely. to. prove her greateft -

enexmes, _hava heen drwen, by the abfurdity of their

pretenﬁon, inte the molt contr. adlélory mode of reafon-

ing : fot, on fome occafions, they. treat as-a feparate
kingdom, not only m(lependent, ‘but utterly unconnec-

ted ; on others, they claim.as a part of the empire, en- ‘

titled (according to an inaufpicious phrafe) to a recipro-.
city of equal rightss Tor the fake of fairnefs in argu-
~ment, itis to be wxfhed they would chufe one predica~

inent or the other. “The attempt to-blend both charac-
ters, is- not calculated to promote exther candour oraper« o

fpxcuny. e

PO - [ i g -

the
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Ireland

the woollens taken from Britain. -

takes nothing from her that fhe can get

cheaper or better elfewhere, -except the coms
modities of the Britith Weft Indies; and, i

return, the has an'*'xdvmté‘ge in her fthare of

the :monopoly of the Weft- India markets,
and fhe has no pretenﬁon to trade w1th the
plantations on any other.principle. Whatever
elfe fhi€ takes of colonial or forelgu articles,
1s for her own convenience ; and before Iré-
land cuts off all commergial intercourfs with
Great Britain, it may be worth her while to

confider the proportion of the éxports of Ire< -

land taken by Great Britain; as already men-
tioned : it will appear that her exports to
all’ other parts:-did. not, in the fame year,

“much exceed, in value, the" twentieth part’

of her exports to Britain, and in that part

are included the exports to the Britith plan=
which would be found no {mall
- part, but which would be alfo loft, as fuch

‘tations,.

pxoceedmgs on the paxt of Ireland would

[y

naturally tend to interrupt all’ comme1C1aL '

dntexcomfe with the Butlﬂi colomes and
"empire. Great Britain has found it poffible

to exift, and to ‘maintain, her commercml’

~afﬁuencc agamﬁ the combinations and inter-
- D - ruptions

-




ol et

SOkt

13 PROTECTING DUTILES,

_ ruptions of many principal markets in botf
Continents ; but Ireland has not.yet made

the éxperiment, how fhe could exift without

the markets of thse, Britith dominions :- and
when Freland fhall be {o. madly advifed, nei~

ther fleets nor armies, nor any extraordinary
expeuce, will be neceﬁﬁry,‘ on . the part of

* Great Britain, to convince her fhe is wrong:

hurtful it may be for a time; ‘but in the end,

and _foon, G,xgat:_Butam.muﬁ p‘r,eva;i‘ : Fres
land cannet : for it does not appear -where -

the will get ‘what the wants, and that the has
credit with other nat1ons to the amount the

where the will dlfpofe of

Would requue ;- or

what the has, if the. thould have no inter=

courfe with Great Britain or,the Bnt@fh; Co~
lonies. It will be found, that it is the inter-

“courfe' with the Britith dominions that ena~

bles Ireland to, trade in any conﬁderable

“degree, .

Thxs hoﬁlle ‘mode of qrrrument 1s,. how»-‘«

evex, very improperly. brought on by Ire-
laud It would ill become either kingdom:

to encoura@e ‘even the difcuffion of {uch
pr0poﬁt1ons ;- and . the feat of empire could
- nevex adopt the mmfures hinted at, unlefsﬁ,

S IPIEITE R umvmdab

PROTECTING DUTIES. 1y

unavoidably driven to them. = Under the pre-
fent enlarged and free fyftem of commerce,
there is demand and trade en‘o'ugh'iﬁ the
world to occupy the utmoft induftry of both
countries, - This kind of - fcrutiny, then,
thould not take place ; but:if Ireland will
force it forwards, the' inveftigation will not
prove either beneficial -or flattering to her.
She might at leaft be fatisfied until fh'e:ﬁ'nds

kerfelf in the fituation of being able to fay

to Britain, My ports fhall be open  to all
your manuﬁ&ures, free of all dutxes, o'
condition that your ports thall be- open to
mine in the like manner. — Ireland is hardly
in the fituation to agree to that propo£11

and the generality of Englithmen would

probably at firft obje& :

but theze 18 10=

thmgm it Wthh thould alarm them. Great
- Britain  could underfel Ireland in mo:{’c

manufactures : {uch is the pledommancy of
fupemor tkill, .mduﬁlv, and capital, over
low-priced labour, and comparatively - vcxy
few taxes. — Many would obje& to the ex-
tenfion of - this idea to raw mateuals, as.
fwell as to manufaé’cmes ; but even the per-

’m1ttmg Enghfh wool and leHSlS earth,

@hqrgrd thh inland camace, ﬁelght, com-

D2 - mlfﬁou,,,

,J%
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miﬁ‘lon,_‘ &c. to.go to Ireland, need not

alarm, on the ground of giving a fuperio=
rity to the latter*. Let it be remcmbered,
that England underfels other‘ countriles even
in the manufacture of Spanifth wool, The
“wool groW‘e‘r ‘in Engia“nd, ,who {ubmits
the monopoly of his wool to the manufac-

' vt B . ) turers,

% The Enélilh ‘woollen manufadturers will fay, _ihe’
exporé of wool from England to. Ireland muft greatly
reduce the price of wool in the latter country, and, with

the low price of labo

je&ioné as" they.‘do, to the export of wool to Erance.
On the other _h:m’d,‘.. ut%he wool growers-of Ireland vwill op~
pofe the reduétion ofi the price, which is from 3s..to 4s.
per ftone higﬁe.r than in England: and it »is f’aid,. urml
" mutton becoines a moré common- food in Ireland, and

the p

" the high price of woﬂoyl, The increafe of tillage in that
cou‘nti-y, it is fuppofed, will na‘tkuhrva,ﬂy decreale the num-
ber of fheep, unlefs, by a mode of agriculture. fuperior
to the prefent, and a more general introduétion of artifi-
cial graffes, turneps, &c. fhe fthould ‘be enabled to keep

_a greater ftock.. Yetsthe following account of the great
fair of Ballinafloe, in Connaught, feems to prove that the
number of fheep was increafing in Ireland; Tillage,
however, has made, comparatively, v¢ry Yxﬁtle p;‘og’refs

in that part of the kingdom, R

R I AssTRACT

ar, enable the Irifh manufacturers
to underfel them, and of courfe will urge, the fame ob-

rice confequently rifes, it would not anfwer to keep
up"the prefent number of theep, if not encouraged by

PROTECTING "DUTIES. a1
turers, might receive foxﬁ%_: relief.. This,
however, ‘is -a nice point, and does not re-
quire any difcuffion at prefent. -~ -

AssTRACT of Woor fold at the different Fairs of Bal=
 linafloe, from July, 1771, to July, 1778, inclafive. .

Date. No. of Bags -No. of do. 'thél.k .

S o 'fold.‘“ unfold. L
_x77%, July, — 1492 — 15 — 1507
1772, ——, — 1286 — II — 1297
1773 —— - 1550 — 33 ~— 1583
1774, ——y ~— 1623 — 25 — 10648
1775, =~—— — 1574 ~— 61 — 1635
1776, ——, — 1857 — 064 — 1921
‘177.‘7_, ey — 2004 -~ 70 - 2074
1778, ——, — 1359 '— 553 — 1912
‘Total No.. — 12745 832 - 13877
" Yearly average 1593 . 104 1697

.N. B. The fziilvu,rev in 1778 'arro{é_’fr’om the flagnation
~of credit, and a decreafe of the demand for bay yarn
from England.. ‘ ' \ '

Su e e fold at the faid Fair, -

Date. - . fold.  nfold. Total,
1771, O& — 51950 ~— = — 51950 .
1772, —— — 53632, — = 50 — 53082
1773, —— — 355242 ~— 6390 — 01682
1774, —— — 60796 .—  ggz02  — 66633
1775, —— — 63904 — 1020 — 064924
1776, —— — 66873 — 639 — 67312
X777 — 03792 — 12743 — 70335..
X778y e e 44894 e 31588 . — 76482

2 ' | EQQAL
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EQUAL DUTIES.

i—hﬁead of pfote&itlg or prohibitory duties,

| whu:h would not anfwer the’ purpofe of the

pmmoters of them ; or an ehtu‘e removal of
all duties between the two countries, for

which; it has been already obferved Irelahd )

is not yet ripe “perhaps to lower the Britith

moperatxve duties to the Irith, would be the *

leaft eXceptmnable ‘meafure: it Would leave
the trade nearly on its prefent footmg 5 and
1t 1s the intereft of the Britith manufa&urers
that the duties fhould be equalized, rather

by lowermg them hele, than by ralﬁng them |

m Ileland

To thlS many of the Enghfh Woollen
manufa@curers would object : but if Great
Britain fhould take ‘off the heavy duties on
thei impor tation of Irlfh woollens into Britain,
it would not be of .the advantage to Ireland
that the lmagmes, nor a material check to
_ the Britifh manufatturers of wool. On the

part of England and Scotland, it may be';
that lowering
high duties to the fcale of the Irifh, while .
it Wzll take away the: axguments, and may

: worth while to COﬂﬁdEl,

fuppreﬁ

|
i
!

EQUAL DUTIES. o3

{upprefs. the clamours of the difcontented
in. Ireland, cahnot hurt their own manufac-

tures. 'The heavy duties on the importatibn
of Irxfh manufaé’cures mto Great Bntam are

prohlbltory they are n general unneceﬁ'ary 3

‘and only ferve to irritate and keep alive pre=
* judice and falfe notions.  For while Great Bri-

t'un can underfel Ixelmd even in the homc
markets of the latter, in almoft every mant-

-fa&ure, charged w1th land carriage in. Bu-a
- tain, . freight, duties on landing, and come

miffion ; and notwithftanding the bounties

given by the Dublin Society, or Parliament ;
- Ireland furely cowld not-fell any quantity of |
manufa&ures at Britith maxkets, or much
‘more to fore1gn countries, than fhe does now.

She may, indeed, be, able to e\{port, in the

courfe of ‘trade, and to affort in cargoes, to -

acertain extent, fome articles which fhe

: cannot ‘make cheaper than England but not
- quautxtles to: prejudice the lattex.,
a haps, one of" the ﬁrongeﬁ objeé’uons at pre-

Pex-a

fent to opening the Britith markets to the

Irith manufaltures, is the dfmger of fmug-
’ ,glmg cargoes from the. Contment of Europe.

Irelaud, it is faxd cau 1H‘oxd fome broad
Pcuﬁ‘o, dulants, fhalloons, and fhags,. cheaper

thaw

e
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24 EQﬂAL DUTIES.

than Great Brifdin : her flannels are as goo&

if not the beft her blankets are as. cheap =
and in hair pluth and druggets, the can rival
France : but, if it be'true, fhe has not a fufs
ﬁcxency of wool to carry thofe manufa&ures

to any great extent. ~'The very price of that

article, which is-génerally 3s. or 45. at leaft
. per ftone of 16 pounds higher than i Eng-
land, as already mentioned, muft prevent
~ her; for it was the low prlce “of labour
alone Wthh ¢nabled Ireland to fend Wool-

len or. Worﬁed yarn to Br1ta1n

It is‘.,. thereforé,f'really the 'fuperiOr ‘quas

lity arid cheapnefs of Britith manufatture,

that prevents import from Ireland. M.

Arthur Young has inquired, why give in

Linen what you deny in other fabrics ? * Irifh
“linen has all the advantages of a freedom

~ from a great variety of excifes, which the
manufaurers of Englifh linen labour under,
“and yet the Englith ‘manufa&ure, fo bur~

thetied, -thrives, from there being a difference
. 1n the fabrics, and as ‘gréat‘ a difference would:

be in other fwb‘riés. - ‘The fixed trade,capital, -
* It appeaxs fi om. the Table, No. I. that the quannty

af Wool £he fent was tnﬁmg ‘ c

owas oo
- and the Whole quantity .

EQﬂAL DUTIES, oz
and Tkill of England, at prefent at leaft, bid

“defiance to the no excifes of Ireland:: If Ire--

land cannot meet Englith manufa&ures 1n

~ her own, markets; notw1thﬁandmg her ad-

vantages. at home, how can fhe, meet. Engs

“land to any great extent at foreigh markets,
~without thofe advantages. ' New fabrics re-

quire new capitals, new. eﬁabhfhments, and’
J new exertions, - ’ o

O

qumg the year of the greatef’c export of -

Woollens from Ireland, viz.: 1783, we find,
the quantity of wool, woollen and worfted

_yarn exported,- gleatly decre'lfed and that
the ‘whole quantity. - of  wool ‘exported,

2063 f’cones, 10 lbs.

“of woollen yarn, -~ 44.0 ﬁones. s
worfted yarn, - 66677‘1‘{0:165.; o
It is clear, that even if thefe quantities had
been of  the fort of wool fit for ‘making ‘the

“‘woollens that Ireland‘imports; © it would ot
~have been {ufficient; for, in the fam.e year

ihe 1mported near 8oo ,000 yards, Vize- 0o
B SRR . Yards, .
New drapex y, 420 415°%
Old drapexy, - .371,871 g
E K and
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and until Ireland becomes a country of fhep«
herds, and prefers’ fheep-walks to tillage,
: and depopulatlon to populatlon, the cannot
‘ Import much lefs. . She has grown rich, and
more populous 3 her demdnd for woollens
hias inereafed, and is'likely to increafe much
- more :- Great Britain, therefore; has little to
apprehend but the confumer in Ireland muft
pay whatever addmonal expence- is -thrown
on woollens imported 3 ‘he mutft pay the ex-
: traordmary expence of" imugghng, or what-

ever duty may be laxd. g |

Equa[ duties- muﬁ be Iow 1f high, t‘-hef

would be proteé’cmg or prohibitory . duties
againft England It is obvious, that whatever-
~ they are, they muft ‘fall‘on the confumer in
" Ireland; who muﬁ: have tHefe articles 1n
{fome ﬂ‘}'lpe ' - |

As to the fy{’cem of ‘no dutxes in elthef,

country, if that fhould be propofed, Ircland
will dread the extm&xon of fome of her
'prefent manufa&ures of woollen. ~ She will
recollet the: effect of the Methuen treaty
with Poltugal by - which Britifh woollens
‘were introduced, and the Portuguefe manu-

fa&uree

EQVUAL DUTIES. o7
falures of wool, which had been eftablithed

above twenty years before,  were cruthed ;

for although ¢hat treaty, on the face of it
appears fimple, and the prmc:ples of it not.
reciprocal ¥, its obje& was as now {tated 5. it.
was -underftood fo at the time, and 1t {uc

~geeded. The condué, however, of Portugal,
- was: not - impolitic. It was not. poffible for

her to-carry her woollen manufafture to any

- great extent, or nearly to fupply her people ’
“and. colonies. - She got a great advantage, as

to her wines, by the treaty 3 and her people
were {upplied cheaper with the neceﬂ‘axy
artwle, Weollens, ~

Ireland perhaps, haé better be content to
femain as the is : her duties on her imports,

Wh1ch are 5 per cent. on the cuftom rate,
and 3 per ‘cent. more on the rate for import

excife, give advantage to. her own manu-
falures. - Her' import duties confift of cuf-

toms. payable like the Britith, and alfo of an

* Brm{h Woollens were not. to be admltted on better

terms than thofe of other countries, althoug’h the wmes B

of Portugal wete to payin Enolar-d lowex‘ duties than anty
other’ Wmes, , o ‘
;E 3& . excile,
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cxcrfe, called import exc1fc, ‘which is bon-

dable until the goods are taken out for Con»i’
{umptlon, when it. is to be paid, and-has
therefore got the name of excife.  Di: qpeues,
however, from Britain, do not p'ly the dime

port excrfe, only the. cuﬁom,

f'The-manufa‘é‘tures of wool certainly have

increafed, and are ‘Increafing,  under their
'prefent circumftances ; and a fufficient quan- |

t1ty 15 manufw&ured to thew that extraordi-
nary meafures are not neceﬂ'ary “The- cla-
mour on this fubje& has been neu‘ly conﬁned
to Dublin, the moft i 1mp10pe1 place for-the
manufacture, and where it is much to be
wifhed it may not flourifh ; where a difpo-
fition ‘has appeared rather to riot and infult
the Legiflature, than to cultivate, with in-

duftry, the benefits of an- “enlarged and free
' commerce. The {eat of expence and hcen— ‘

tioufhefs is not a fit place for the principal

‘branch- of the woollen : manufature, or for

any other, except ﬂlght fabucs, which de-
_pend upon. chmge'rble faﬂuon, and muf‘c be

pnder t;he eye of the fhoPkeeper,

A good

EQUAL DUTIES. ' ag°

‘A good deal has been 'already faid, rela~
tive to woollens, - which applies to" the

general requifition’ from Ireland, that the
manufa&ures of both countries ﬂlall be Ji--
able to equal ‘duties on import into each
: other. The Bl‘]tlfh dutres, When comp'rred’ ’
with the Irith, will not, by any means, give
to an indifferent petfon the ‘impreffion of fair-’
nefs and’ ethry, of evén of utlhty ;" they
have, however, in truth, little or no effeét;
except to caufe uneafinefs, to irritate, and’

feemmtrly to juftify the idea of" proteting’

duties.. Whilft fimilar Bntlfh Commodltles'
command the- markets of Ireland from their

'fupeuor quality  and cheapuefs, though,

charged with the Trith dutiés, what chance'

‘of fale have the fame articles of Irifh ma-~
nufacture at Britith markets, even withouta®
~ duty:? Au alteration, therefore, would benéfit
“Jreland, or preJud1ce Butam, much lefs’ than
s 1mag1ned ~ This argument, perhaps, it
"wrll ‘be faid, may anfwer for the year BULTR

but may not apply “to the probable future

frate of ‘manufadures in' Treland in 1800—-—-

that the progrefs of: manufa&ures mn the two

~eountries; one of which pays taxes, to the
~-amount of fourteen mllhons, and the other

of
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of one million o‘n,ly,‘ little or 'no part of

 which can be faid to fall on manufafturesy -

is not likely to keep an equal pace. To

whiéh_ it may ‘be replied, ;t’hjat the pri_ce@f_ s
labour'-,j and expences of all ‘kinds, will un=

doubtedly increafe with the increafe of  ma-~
nufaGures in Treland ; that one million of
taxes is: lefs difproportionate- to the wealth
of that country, than may appear to thofe

_wha have. not -¢xamined their - comparative

siches, and that if Great Britain makes no
i'fnproper : facrifices, the :wil_lf;maint'ain hey
Pgefeiln fuperiority, - It ‘merits, therefore,
the - confideration” of the Britifh manu-~
facturers, whether the fale of their goods

‘will not be much’ more” hurt by the difs

Gtisfaion. of Ireland, and non-importa-

gion agrecments, (although the latter will

not be effectual or lafting). than by a
veduGtion of the duties on the import: of

Tiith mépufaﬁuresf "The duty on wooellens,
jmported into Britain from Ireland, amount

to a prohibition. . At the fame. time Iﬁre‘land:
has laid duties equal:to’ a prohibition in fa=
vour of England;, ‘an draperies from all other

 countries;. they are alfoin favour of her own

woollen manufadures

SCHEDULE

65 1010

4 1z 113 Starch, Per W, o we s’ 0 6 it

EQUAL DUTIES. g

ScuEpULE of DuTiks on the under-meps

. tioned Articles in both Countries. -
fmport_ Dﬁties D
. payable in

' Britain. . ,r Ireland,
£.’ So'di ', o . . » o £’eﬂ.s;d-
e 6;‘;%“ {A_ll woollens of 014 drapery, 'pe_r}_;_o g

yard 5 i Py i

; payable in

ohe

5%
o (Stufs of al]",lc‘i:zxjds', made or ﬁxiég’e&"_;;"» e
- 51‘11%,—6{ with wool, or new clrapery,},‘o‘ Q
L per yard, . == 0 eme e}

>4
w)~
s

' Cotton and linen manufactures,
29 1§ 1@ -

100l value, on oath, =% -~} - .
 { Linen cloth, printed; for. every 1. 8 s
L - rool value; on oathy —. = f{- 9 1%

- ; “Leather‘manifadures, for every ‘\ ." = ‘s
65 I‘° 10 ‘100, value, on oathy == = 18 5w
"o 31113 ¢ Checks, the piece not above 10 .
T 773 yards, befides in-Britain, for ¢ 6 z 335
35 15 © ~every ‘iool. value, on oathy R

. 5.6 9i% Suganrefined,percwt. o= == 1 13 114§

Many othcf | inﬁéﬁéés mlght be’ é'd‘ded’,' not

lefs remafkabﬂlét: 'é-‘md:'l“ve_lanvcfl does not a lit-

tle complain of 'Wéntv of 're_c,iprocity'on’thé
fubjedts of malt, beer, &c. | |

~ Average

Import Dutict

~ and cotton mixed, for every ¢ g 18 g%
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52 EQUAL DUTIES.

~ Average of three years, ending Chriftfiias

1777, of -the duties auﬁng on . all goods and
merchandwe exported’ from' England into

IIreland ' Ce

& Lo s, . ds
Brmfh goodsb - 9136 16 8%
Forelgn goods,y e 719 18 54

Average of the’ fqme Fears of the dunes

. dnﬁng on all goods, &c. lmported from: Iré-
“land mto England

'A"\;erag"e of 'thre"e year's, ending t'Hie' 5t‘I'iA
of Janualy, 1778, of the duties 'mﬁng on
f‘all goods, &c. expoxted from Scofland intd

J4‘602 o 74'_-

Irel'md o=

“Average of the 'fame years of the duties

- arifing”on- all goods, &, 1mported ﬁom'

Ireland into Scotland  .- £ 585 13 1

It may be obferved, that the larger fum is
received in that country, where the markets -
in general are open to the’ other upon IOW'

~duties, and. -that "the balance of the, geneml
mtelchange is ,m favour of Ireland

.f/ Sl .

- -

L

,[ 649@ 194 1,,'

. BOUNTIES A*-i\i'n"DRAWBA'“CKS. iz

A D O A
)

: B o UN TIES.

‘As'to bountles, Ireland complams of that |
~ given by Great Britain on the export of fail

cloth to Ireland; tfhe finds it extrémely
hurtful to her fabric, and complains with

- double foree, as it is a branch of her linen
~manufatture. = She will be juftifiable in coun-

tera&mg, by duties or regulations; all boun-
ties given on expmt to Ireland, where the

‘has ﬁm;lar manufa&ures : but the Britith |

a&t adds to the bounty now gwen, as much

" more as at any time Ireland fhall nnpofe asa ,

duty on the 1mport of Britith fail cloth into

: ‘Ireland Thf; mode of conteﬂ may become

:ndxcylous. N

DRAWBACKS‘

) As to drawbacks, it is defired that Great |
‘Bntam thall allow a full® drawback on all
commodities the exports’ to Ireland, on the

principle, that the country which confiimes

~ the artxcle, thould have the ufe of the revenue
- maifed upon it. Refined, fugar and hops are
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- put on that footmg Tt is not unreafonable,
~andit is encouragmg to, trade,. It thould
‘always be remembexed that Wlntever part.

of a dutY 15 nOt drawn back, is a ta‘i on the
C'urymg txade.

s Cey
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NAVIGATION ACT

./Lolomal and Forezgn COMMODITIES, Eﬁco,;

TR

Excluﬁve of the feve1al dlfﬁcultles re-

ipe&mg the mterchange of natwe Commo- 4
dities and manufw&ures, ne\v pretenﬁons are .

brought forwald relmve to the commerce
refultmg from the mtercourfe, wh1ch has

been opened to Ileland with the Blltlfh Co-—‘
: >lomes, Plantatiens, and Settlements, and

alfo rehtxve :to- the interchange: of Afatic,
African, and Amencan produce. Ireland

defires - that the “conftru&ion - of the/na-

vigation- laws may;  be -altered, fo as, to

“admit ‘Colonial - and fo1e:gn commodltles
from he1 waxehoufes into Gxeat Britain,: in

like manmr as they pats from thence mto'_‘
helﬂ.zld T T S LR I SR AT

NAVIGATION AGT, & 35

. "T'he objeQions; to.this, on the part of the
people of Great Britain, are. numerous andv
ftrong. - It is. faid, that. the advantage.in
queﬁlon 1s the-only one fhe. hag referved to
herfelf, as head of- the empire, for the vaft |

expence. of fupportmg “foreign. conue@uons,

eftablithing, mﬂmtammg, and. prote&mg CO-"

lonies, which alone belong to her; that
whenthe gaVe the pat tlcxpatxon of all other

advantages, fhe, referved this alone ;- whlch_
- if fhe yields, | thexe are few. other pomts n

Whlch the navigation lqws lel be -of ferv1ce

to her, relatively to Ireland. . It.is: the only
Vcommermal part. of them . that is. of confe--

quence~ it is the fingle puvxlege, which

~ leaves any. gleam of hope to Great Britain,

that fhe thall Weather the confequences of the

war,- to which Ireland contributes nothing.
TIn fa&, the very operation in queftion of the
" navigation laws, is the only barrier remain-
‘mg againft the mlgratlon of her manufac-

turers and merchants. - The preamble of her
nav1gat10n and other laws, give the 1e'1fons

_ for confining Colonial and foreign trade, viz.

¢ Not only for the fake of employing and

L mcreaﬁng Enghﬂx ﬂuppuw and feamen,
& and fecurmo a vent f01 woollen and othex

F 2 o ¢ manm
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é. manufa&uies ; but alfo to fiake this kmg-—f

¢ dom 2 ﬁaplc of the corimadities of thiofe:
“ ‘plantatmns, as well as of the commodities:

¢ ‘of other cotiatries for the fupplying themsy

“ (it beu‘ag the ufage. ‘of ‘other nations to"
6. keep their plantatlon trade to’ themfelves)
¢« and - farthér, - if Colom%zl -commeoditiés
§¢ {hould be- taken : from- any part - but the

13 planmnons, that thﬁ trade of them would:
¢ thereby in -3 great ‘meafure be diverted:
¢ from. hence, and- carrxed’elfewhere 3 Hxss '
¢ Majefty’s ‘cuftoms and other revenueo’_-
¢ much leﬁ'ened the fau‘ trader preJudlced :
« and this kmgdqm 1ot continue ‘a ftaple:
s of - Plantatxon commod1t1es, not that vent
« for the future of the victual and otheri’
€8 native commodxtxes of- thls kmgdom.
| Such was the declared principle of ‘the navis
“gation act¥, and fuch certaly was the prine .
‘ mple of thofe alts+¥ which paffed explana~
tory of it'; and the aét which repeals {o much
pf ’éhe, naV1gat;9n laws? as prevented a gllreéi;.'

= '1 zth Charles H

-;r 1 5th Charles II and thg: 22(1 and 23d Charles 11, .
confirms the intention of the 1 5th, to prohxblt impory -

tation of &c‘ from Irehnd and reﬁram it to: Britain. -

}ntercou;fe |

intercourf¢ between Ireland -and the Britifh
plantations, does not repeal the 12th Geo. 11L

chap. 55.% which prohibits the import from

Ireland into Britainy of rum, fugar, coffee;
and other American and Afiatic goods : not
can it be faid, that it appears from the ad,

been the intention of the Legiflature to: make

~any alteratjon in that refpe@: = The cuffom:

houfe praice has continued the fame firice,

it-be objeCted as inequitable, that Britain de-

- clines :to: take from Ireland commodities -
- which that country takes from her. ~ Ireldnd

takes them from the mother country of the

!re&ory to the officers of the Irifh revenue, may now be

- confidered asa ‘dead letter; yet, the {pirit'and intention
of this act is clear, and that part which was intended to -

bind Bntam, and which prolubxts 1mportatmn of the pro-
duce of Aﬁa, Afr;ca, and Amenca, from Ixeland is ﬁlﬂ
}n force. . :

NAVIGATION ACT, &c g7

which extended the trade of Ireland; to have

as it was before the pafling the a&, and during -
‘upwards of a century, viz; not to admit the
articles in ‘queftion from Ireland. * Nor can

colonies ; -and, ‘fri¢tly confidering. the mat-"
' ‘ter, ihe has no nghtful claim to get them‘i

* Although thls a&t was paﬁéd to bmd both countnes, _
‘and thofe parts which purport to have an internal opera- .
%ion in the levymg of forfextures or penaltles, or are di-

1 ,7' - ,in
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i an othex ‘way from ‘an colomes except
?

_through the indulgence of the mother coun-

try of ‘thofe colonies.” Treland. takes little
frotn Britain of any kind,_that the .can get
cheaper elfewhexe . the takes as it fults her,

- and {he cannot ob_]eé’c to Britain. the puce ithe
Pays for Weft-India- commodltxes, ‘or the

giving the monopoly ¢ of her markets to the
produce of the Britifh plantations, .as in re-

turn The has her fhare of the: monopoly of
,theu markets.
in Great Britain to maintain fettlements at.
‘an immenfe expence of public money, and

It would be an extreme’ folly

to confine herfelf to: ‘the purchafe of their

o ploduce atan umeafonable price, and to the

pqute detrlment of md1v1dual confumers,
and then to put it in the power.of another
country to purchafe, with the manufa&ures

_ of that country, the produce of fuch. fettle-

ments, and to retaxl them afterwards in the
Brltlfh malket._ The xmfc‘nefs connected

“swith that pomt alone are oo obvmus tqf,’,j
“be infifted on.

‘It is farther to be. obferved,
thqt trade i is of fo delicate a'nature, that it is
almoﬁ 1mpofﬁble to conJeS’cule,how re{’cramts
exthex la1d on, or taken off, w;ll operate—

that it is pluaeut to apprehend every evil, of
Wthh

L tn s

_ terage,. re-fhipping,
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which there is any: PlObablhtV, ‘however
diftant—to fear the effe&t of a couceﬁion ,the
whole extent: of whxch it..is.at leaft dlfﬁcult

to forefee—and that -it is unneceﬂary to rifk
~ the confequences of the meafure in queﬁlon. |

The maintainérs of: thefe ob3e&10ns will,add,

that Great Britain was. greatly benefited: Dby

being the  depot of - American,, Aﬁatlc, and

African produce 3. and ‘the hab 1eafon to ex-

pe, that the will 1l be fo in avery. conﬁde«
xable .degree. -

with the employment givén to an. mcrechble

' number of people ;. with the various expences
: mcurred from the tlme of . thc ‘arrival, untll
the  re- exportatxon of ‘the commodltles, in

landmg, ftoring,. aﬁmtmg, re- packmg, por-

Ancreafe of ﬂnppmg, and of feamen._ The

“value'of tradé is beft afcertained by the’ quane
“tity of .employment and maintenance given
to the induftrious, part of the ‘commiunity. -

In fhort, 1t Would be entermg into a wide
o fleld,

Theé idere mercantde gain is
~an -inconfiderable - objed, - when . ¢ompared
~with the vatious advantages of. the exchange
of commodities ; with the value and quan-
ity of, induftry,. which the above fyﬁem of

‘trade diffufes thmughout the commumty,

&ec.; but above all the

EERO S R e
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, ﬁeld to enumerate the varlous adva,utagos

‘whxoh centered: in: thxs country, in ‘confe~

quencc of the trade in ‘queftion 5 “befides the
o great: ob_]eé‘t of’ freight which is juft as much
a part of commerce as import . and export.
It canriot, therefore, be: expe&ed -that Great

. Bntam fhould create and eftablifh a dangerous’ |

competmon for ob}e&s of fuch eﬂ'ennal im-
portance to hers and ina “country, which
‘has peculiar advantages, from- fitwation. and
‘othergir cumf’cances, which fhe herfelf hasnot.

Ttis hxghly proper, that Great Bmam fhould

- ‘encourage the manufafures and other trade.
of Ireland : “but there is great &ﬁferonce be-

‘tween fuch condu@ and’ ‘changing hér wholey |

‘commercnl and colomal fyﬁ'em 3. encou-

"'ragmg the mxgxatlon of men, capltals, and‘

f’ceadmofs of exextxou, theu mduﬂ:ry, ani‘

talents for commerce, to produce an unequal
competition againft herfelf.  Ireland has her
advantages—-—let her -enjoy them Great Bri~

‘tam will 1ead11y a({opt and pxomote any meda
‘ fuxe, by which fhe ean benefit Ireland, wmh- '

out materlally injuring herfelf: but fhe cannot
| reafonably be e,xpeé’tcd to embrace meafures
tendmg to: dxvort the colomal trade, and to'tear

: from

NA VIGA TION ACT, "&c‘.’f‘;"“

A from her owu merchants, and from her own

people, all the beneﬁc1a1 fecuuty of an impor-

‘tant branch of trade, which fo. peculiarly

belongs to her ; of Whlch only the has made

- any referve or exception ;. and on which her
“continuing. to be the ﬁaple for colonial and
foreign. articles depends and alfo her naval

ftrength, her population, revenue, ind pub-

lic credit : — She has entirely relaxed all. na-

AVlgatIOII ‘and colomal p11nc1ples n favour of
~Treland, except the point in quefhon. Slie
"">commumcated every other aovantage of im-
port and export of colonial articles to the
fifter kmgdom but Wlfely abftained from
giving the power of i 1mport1ng them from:
Ireland into her own' market. She has
“given to Ireland the hbcrty of fupplymg
"herfelfy. and any part of the world that

will admit Irith veﬁels, with the produce of

"the Britith colomes;‘and it is- furely very
' unreafonable that fhe thould not be allowed
 the éxclufive right of {upplying’ herfelf with

her own - colonial - produce. She cannot,

_therefore, ‘without being regardlefs of her
: effential interefts, promote fill furthe,r the
i export of colonial articles from Ifeland, and
, encourage the Irith, or, rather,’ the ‘Britith

G ,merchants,

4
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merchants, who - would" gradually remove

their capitals, to {peculate largely to her dif- .

~advantage : aid unlefs: Gréat Britain fhould
yield the advantage in- quettion, and thexeby
furnifth a new and near market, it will_not
anfwer to Ireland to fpeculate confiderably:
in articles for whlch the has not ready and.
“certain cuftomers: ‘She will fear a fuper=
ﬂulty_, -and  inftead of bemg a- dangerous.
competitor with Great Britain in the trade
in que{hon, fhe W111 not. very {peedily 1m-
port a fufficiency even for her own demand
and confumptlon. If Ireland could become
‘the entrepbt, in a confiderable degree, for.
Europe, which would naturally happen, if’
~ allowed for Great Britain, = the would get
poﬁeﬁion of thofe artlcles, and thofe advan-.
tages, Wthh would fupply capital : — She
would have the capitals and credit of other
‘countries to f{urpafs the - mother country s
and as there would be then no difficulty in

1mportmg into this country from Ireland,

Whenever the market fuited, ‘the merchantb

of Brltam Would be encouraged to avail

themfelves of the peculiar fituation of Ire-

land, ‘to. carry on the whole of their re-ex- .

port tlade through that country, and they

“would

‘capitals, and, by degrees,

NAVIGATION ACT, &c 43

‘would find means of {upplying three fourths,

- perhaps, of their cargoes from - thence.

They would fix houfes in Ireland, tran{mit
‘migrate thither
themf{elves. - ‘The tobacco trade would in-
evitably fettle i in Ireland “The’ ‘towns that

‘have the re-export trade in Great Britain

will loudly complain; and Glafgow, Liver-

pool, Briftol, &c. will forefee and feel the
approachmg lofs of their prefent local and -

other - advantages. ‘Such are the fpecula-
tions of Ireland 1n formmg the prefent re~.

qulﬁuons ! Her obJe& is to become the mart
in- Europe for the trade of America, for
~which fhe is fo well fuited by her weftern

fituation, immediately open to the. occan,

- and-acceflible almoft with every wind; her

veflels often crofling the Atlantic in a fhorter'
time than the {hlppmg of London require
to clear the Channel In addition, her thips
can be victualled- 1nﬁmtelv cheaper ;. and
every neceflary of life being low, as well as

~ public taxes, the general charge of condu&-

ing trade will be proportionablyflefs.;.

cpnﬁdering this matter, we fhould look for-

ward to the penod when Ireland fhall have
: « G2 ' '1ttamed
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attained a mucli more fi gmﬁcant commercial

fituation than ‘her prefent, and be able to
trade on as good a footing to the weftern

World as England, She would, from her
ﬁtuauon and advantages fupply - Great Bri-
tain ‘with Amerxcan produce——»—-The gain of

TIreland, by fuch a meafure, can refult only,

from the lofs of Gxeat Brltam.

Some farther obfuvatlous, pexhaps, are

Woxthy the attention of the Britith mer- -

chant, the colonial proprietor, and the often-
fible {ervants of the Crown.. 'The two firft

claffes, as refpe&;xng themfelves ; the latter,.

as having a refexence to the Public. - The

vaft fums that are due from the-Colonies to
the rherchants of Great ‘Britain, - furely o
;fhould be couﬁdered - That this extenfive -
credit was’ ngen on. the ﬁrength of laws
now fubfifting, "and which have hitherto
“been deemed as part of ‘the coIomaI confti- -
tution, —That any material deviation may -
deﬁroy that conﬁdence Whlch their imme-

diate and excluﬁve conneétion - W1th this-
country has mfpned the bafis’ on -which-

their medxt has. hltherto beeu busIt and
' the
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the beft {écurity to thlS country for the payu-';

ment of thexr debts.

The planters, or colonial proprxetors, ﬂ:ould
alfo be mduced to refle& on'the confequences

of any innovation, thould i it appear, that, as
~Ireland may import many of the articles
which are produced in out colonies from
other countries, fome of thofe articles may,
through that medium, be clandeﬁmely in~
troduced into ‘Great Brxtam, and thereby de<

prive them of the very great advantage they
now derive from the eéxclufive fupply of this

country. ~* Befides, it may be fuggeﬂed that
~ if any regulations take place, which tend to

leflen the fecurity of the creditor, that the

merchants of Britain will 1mmed1ately call

n their debts, and in future refufe lendmg
fuch fums as they have heretofore done,
which is o eflential ta the welfare and pro-

Iperity of the Coloiies; that it is the event
which, of all others, they ought ‘moft to

dread.  So far the intereft of md1v1cIuals, or
rather of fome parncular boches of men

may be affe€ted; thould the i impoit of colo-‘

nial and foreign articles be allowed mto Eng-
land from Ixeland o

In

S,
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In the important article of ‘Revenué, great
Cdnfeqlie‘nces‘alib are to he expected ; which,
~though interefting to every perfon, applies
) more immediately 'to_thofe fervants of the
Crown who have the dire@ion of the public

treafure, and whofe duty it is to find ‘equi-

table and adequate fupplies for the exigencies
é}f the State. - Thefe official fervants of the

public fhould refle&t ferioufly on the -confe-

quén_ces which may accrue from the enormous
frauds that may be introduced by this means,
‘to the detriment of {o interefting a branch. of

national refource, as -the import duties on

‘tobacco, . wines, . rum,. and many other ar-
ticles. . Nofwithﬁahding all the regulations
and reftri@ions which can be devifed, it. may
ina great meafure couritera& ‘thofe ufeful
and beneficial ~arrangements, ‘which have

lately been-made for the prevention of fmug-

gling’r;g-andﬁwhich, we_are told from the
higheft authority, have fucceeded fo well.
Should fuch :an,al.,te\rat.ion take place, it will
hold out every encouragement for the revival
of that baneful - and’ deftru&tive mode -of
wtraﬁ?_ic.' "As the duties, on the. importation -of
moftarticles are much higher in England than.
© inTreland, it will induce the fraudulent trader
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to run the rifque. of introducing them into
- this country, rnOre'_particular"lyg as the
proximity of the two iflands, and the num-
~ ber of ports conftantly open to them, will
- afford every convenience .they can Wi‘(h,'
either as to forming depoﬁts for their goods,_
or the readieft means of .bringing them ‘over
hither. . R S

One other circumftance it may likewife be
‘neceffary to mention, as-being more favou-
~rable to .the {inugglers than any thing they
have ever yet experienced, narne,ly,,-'the, fea
curity they will derive from an exemption -
' from feizure, unlefs they happen to be taken
in the a& of landing their goods ; which is
not very probable, on’ {o wide and extenfive
apoaf’c': for in that cafe, their veflels will be
permitted, .in the ports of Ireland, to clear
out for Great Britain, with thofe articles on
board ;. and of courfe, being admiffible here,
they will be exempt from feizure: on their
whole paflage, as well as.on their approach-
| ing the coaft, even in the Thames, proteted
by clearances ; and thould they be fo cl)ofélyl .
watched at any. time as not.to have an oppor-
tunity ‘of landing their goods clandeftinely,
ST - or,
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or, <1 the event. of: bad weather, bemg

,.obhged to feck the fhelter of fome Britith
harbour ; in- either of thefe cafes they will
, ;:emanmfecm_e, and can,...always fave their
. veflels and,«_;':a,rgoes by bringing -them to an
entry, and paying the duty on thofe parti-
cular goods, fo that, in the event moft un«
favourable to them, they will be on a pat
} Wlth the fau trader. :

| T he /conﬁfu&io’n of the Navigation laws

now contended for, is, perhaps, the. only
. point.in which - the interefts of .the two .

. countries feem feparate and -diftinét ;. and if
Ireland did. not. expe& great benefit, -the
 would not .fo ftrenvoufly: urge :the claim §
but this given up, England could not. prea
tend to. a-competition with her in time to
come.. .'The matter in queftion indeed feems
fo. felf evident, that no man of the leaft

gommercial knowledge, who has talents or

ablhtles to form .an accurate idea on the {fub-
je, can hefitate in. declaring the meafure a

Alow, - pethtps, but certain. poifon, to .the
 COMMEFCE,. manufa&ures, and. population of -

Great Britain. <In: fhort, it -1s- not -the bufi«
nefs of Great Butam to ‘encourage: the. mi-
gratmn

- «completely ‘unburdened.
- century. would. find herfelf, more: hurt than
dhe has: been . by all her debts and all her

. tagesh
:which.of :the : countries the feat of empire
« fhall be:s . bat that queftion would be as rea-
- fonable, and: not ‘of more-confequence than
-~ the prefent. The. aﬁ‘e&atidn,bf faying that
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 gration:of her merchants and people to fitu~
“ @tions of ‘greater convenience, where all the

articles of. trade ‘and manufalures are .fo

'taxes.

A SO

s ‘.The advantage in queftion, is neceflary to

. counterbalance the advantages of Ireland,
- -and ‘preferve an iequality’ with . her.: The
- vburdensof .the country; :and; “abeve ally the
. .taxes on ithe:inland and foreigh commerce,
- -fufficiently ' counterbalanice - all local  advan-
. :tages . which' arife from. the habits; - and
- «the manners of “Great Britain.
- -tial, that the capitals and trade of the'em-
. -pire ‘{hould: not center.in that “patt which

It is eflen-

~does not contribute ito :the expences: of it.
The point in queftion would give' to “Ire-
~ land all the advantages of an union, without

Enghnd in half a

“her taking- upon Her; any -of. the difadvan-

Irelanid does mot at prefent difpute in

H i
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it is a point, of no confequence, but that it
will ‘quiet Treland, can only miflead the moft .
f;gnorant ar the moft’ thoughtlefs.. We do
ot in. ‘general” obferve, that malecontents,
or’ people diffatisfied with ar without reafon, -
. arg apt to be. qmcted by unfubﬁantxal favours. .

Ileland, indeed, has not been fatlsﬁed with
great conceﬁions. But if it were in truth

‘A pomt Of no cqnfequence, thofe who iirge
1t are. endeavourmg to deceive . the people
of. Ireland .and to prevail upon Great Bri-
“tain to. be acceﬁ'aly to the deceit. If it
were .in
“thofe who flate it as fuch will chearfully
receiye’ the refufal of it. It fhould not
" even be admitted, that the pomt remains to
. be. fettled — It is fettled — It is a fixed prin-
;clple, the moft neceﬂ'ary to fupport Britain —
- Itis the foundatwn on whlch her pxof penty
: depends. > RIS ! o

truth  an  unfubftantial - favour,

Beﬁdes thefe general objeé’txons, Great

; Bntam has another of .no fmall confequence.
_In.the American and VVeﬁ-Indxa trade;. the

great, difficulty has been, and ‘will’ be, to

;obtam payment - for - merchandize. . . The

puncxpal mode pf payment has been, and

. . gn“ﬁ;,\»
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muft be, by the ploduc:e of Amerxc'z and the

‘Hlands, If that produce fhould be admlt«
ted into this country thxough Ireland, much
of it will go there in payment for pr0V1ﬁons :
“of {everal’ kmds, lmen, woollens, and vari-
ous articles of manufaCtres and cloathmg '

By fo much as Ireland thall take of that pro-
“duce to re-expont mto this country or elfe~
wheére, ‘to that amount wdl England lofe.

of the beft, and, in fome cafes, only mode

- of payment from America and the Iffands 5
and’ Ireland, inftead of payihg England as'
~ heretofore, will fend thofe very articles to
~ her, by which alone fhe could expe to be
paid:by Arierica for merchandize fent there.‘
Other obje&tions to the expe&atxons of Ires
~ land in this point will arife in multltudes 5

thefe are glaring and obvious. “The depre~-f

ciation of landed eftates, 'md the ruin of

ﬁockholders, and of public Credxt Would

be among ‘the certain and inevitable con-
fequences of fuch a ‘conceflion 3 and how-
ever: ﬁrong the dechmtxou may appear,
it is “demontftrable, that an - abfolite and
_entue feparamou of the two countnes would
be-lefs pernicious to the interefts of Butam.' :
If thefe ob_)eéhons appeared even lefs folid,
o< 7. Ha2® o if

AT e St A et
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'if -they were.but doubtful, or poﬂibly am
fome degxzee founded on. pl‘e_]udlCe or jeas
loufy, ftill - any - Minifter would be. hardy:
indeed, - Who thould. overlook - them.  -On,
the other hand, it, will be fqlfe patrioti{m,
to dlfquxet thc tTwWo countrles on a pomt,,
‘which one is .not: likely -to; yleld -which
* the other has no mghtful claim- to. prefs ot
mﬁﬁ onj; Wthh is -not neceflary- to. her,;
having. already more ways of employmg her,

capitals. and people,  and- of growing richy:
than fhe or any country now, or ever _.is-‘-,
hkely to . avail itfelf -of 3 confidering at- the
" fame tlme, that great conceﬂions have al-
ready been made, -and that others" are fill-
afked Whlch are more reafonable, and more -
l1kely to. be .obtained, ‘and not fo prejudwlal

o GlC'It Butam.

It is, obvxous, that tl*e claxm in que{hon--'
equally -relates.to Faft India goods; and it
“has been. fald in-the Parliament- of Ireland,-
that as fhe givesa. monopoly of her.confumip~
tion to. the ‘Eaft-India. Company, and. takes:
from hex ., value to the amount of 350, oool.«
yearly, Wthh 1s more than any other coun-"

try, except Great Brxtam, {he fhould be fup~"
: phed '
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plied in the fame mannper, and have equal-iad';

vantages,. - TheT 'ndiamienfho'izl—’d"have“li‘bér“ty“f
to land' their cargoes in Ireland-; the Comipasi

ny thould have warchoufes, -and: attend their

cuftomers there.. - The. India goods i imported:
into:. Ireland, thould be: warehoufed ‘without
duty,: with:a power.of exporting:to Britain's'
a fixed number: of ,outward-bound  Indiainen’

thould  vifit’ Treland, and there - take ‘theis

out cargoe, and fuch manufa&ures for which '
there is a. demand in, Aﬁa, &c. &c. &c.
The anfwe1 1s, hat Ixeland has no better;
clan;ns on the Indxa Company; than the has:
on. any., othe1 comgzmy -of merchants in Lon~"
don 5 that fhe has Eaﬁ-Indm commodxtxes as;-

ﬂxe could have them from any other quazter, o |

She has.no better claim'to be, waited on, and
her manufa&urew taken from: her: door, ‘than

Edmburgh Glafgow, Lwerpool Briftol, =

Quebec, Halifax, &c. - ‘The temains of our

- Norman dominions havean equal right to'the 'A
- fame advantages ;- and Jerfey and Guernfey. -
- may equally claim. to be waited on, and to :
fee India thips in then‘ ports.  The charges -

of the tranfport of Indla goods to the diftant
S | parts

S
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- parts. of this kmgdom, are fully as gteat as,
to-the ports of Treland s ‘and the confumiers
in thofe. diftant parts pay heavy' duties on'
-thefe very afticles, which go towards the:
expences of the empire; confequently towards’
the expence of “maintaining the India trade,-:
to, which Irelard . contributes nothing ;- for:
whatever duties’ are paid by the confumers
in Ireland, go to thie revénue of thatcountry.

‘Beﬁde‘s' the above, . the ‘obje&tions to thisi
chim are: generally' the fame; as to the
other, for adrmﬁiou of colomal or forelgn
pxoduce from Ireland : they are not the ob--
jettions of thie  Compatiy of Merchiants-
trading to the Eaft Indies, but the ob_]ec-'
tionsof the people of Great Brltam.-—Th&
reftraints are -as ‘much againft ‘the Com--
pany as.againft Treland'; the Compaity might-
‘vitdal her fhips cheaper there; and might
have feveral advantages,” by a direc inters
courfe: between her fa@tories and Trelands ‘but’
it -would be mconﬁﬁent with the intereft of
England; and nearly in the famé mannef as:-
already - fhewn on the fubjeﬂ: of the ether
cl'um.”_ . ( o

tween- the countries.
lutlono any difcuffion of the {ubje& would be
folly. ‘The whole feems ultimately to reft
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- The Great: Reczprocal Commercial ar rangg;
ment between: Britain and Ireland, of which -

‘we have heard fo much conﬁﬁs, as-we have

reafon to beheve, of all,.or moft, of thefe.ex-

pe&atlons on the part of Ireland ; how the

reciprocity is likely to arife,. does not ap<
pear; but the American treaty, althiough
not . quxte fo firong..a eafe. as. this ‘may,
prove, is the precedent on which to found

pretenﬁons. At leaft, thefe are the diffi-

culties ; — the fooner they are- determmed‘

the better, Great Britain . has to Jlament at
this day, that fo many great points have been
conceded, without having this material one

properly arranged ; which, undoubtedly, n

‘the years 1989 and 1782, the might have
fettled in her own way. We have now only -

to hope, that mmxﬁers will have the wifdom
to determine this, and every other paint,
ﬁrmly and decidedly ; fo that Ireland may
fettle to induftry, and that no: commercml
queﬁmn may be again permltted to arife be-
‘Without fuch .refo-

on the expediency. The people of Great
Britain think ;hat Ireland is in the habit of

- making

T “"'f’"""""”'“'"'"“""j




6 NAVIGATION ACT, ac:

making. fu ceefsful llfréquv\iﬁt,ions,i and- .'that
Great Britain is in the habit of. itﬁ;:dnﬁderai:&
conceffions.. "The feeble Adminiftrations of

England, taavold the mere difficulty of the
day qare fond' of expedients.  The country
~has reafon: to be tired ' of thems it is time
fhe fhould, fupport: herfelf; and there is not.
only more dignity, but policy, in fiemnefs. .
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