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H E great mcreafe of the rates for, g;:_-_‘; o

the 1ehef and fupport of the poor,:f_.fx i

in moft parts of England VVlthln a Very'= L
thort peuod of tlme, feem° to- have B

glven a very ferlous alarm to ‘the na= =

tion in general and particularly to the

owners, and occuplers of land; in pro-~

portion as they fupport the burden.

It has ‘exercifed the thoucrhts of many |
fenﬁble, and Valuable rnen, to dccount -

for the cauie of thlS dlf’crefs, and putf?‘
them upon d1ﬁ"e1ent fchemes of inver- ;

tlon, to 1emedy the mconvemenmesw.‘

arlﬁng from it. The autnor thelefore,'

of the followmg obfervatlons, imprefled

B matlon,

,Wlth the 1dea, that every kmd of infor-’
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mation, relative to the poor, will be
received without giving offence, pre-
fumes to throw his mite into the public
frock ; and to fuggeft to his fuperiors,
what ftrikes him as the principal caufe

of the evil complained of, together with

the out-lines of a plan, for the better
regulation of hufbandmen’s wages 3
which, he flatters himfelf, may have
a happy effe, by giving encourage-
ment to induftry, and by laying no
greater a burden upon land, than it
eught to bear.

© Some counties are full of comntentiort

about the propriety, or impropriety of

houfes of induftry, (as they are ftyled ;) |
" and the commons have taken up the fub-
je&, " with a view, as it is prefumed, of

laying all the poor of the kingdom un-

der the regulation. of. fome new law,
to be provided for that purpofe. How

far th1s {cheme may bc calculated to

10 - anfwer

any of the projeCtors. Such freedom

[ 3 |

anfwer the defign of eafing land, # pars,

from the burden laid upon it, or how

conducive it may ptove to the comfort
of the poor, no ore, at prefent, can pre=
tend to fay. Nothing but time and
trial, perhaps;, can decide thefe quef—-
tions. For my part, I do not take
upon me to approve, or difapprove,
any of the plans in agitation, or to
commend, or arraign the judgment of

would ill become me; as I am per-
fuiaded thit all their déﬁgns_have equally
their rife in goodnefs of heart. 1 fhall
only, in my turn, take up the fubjectina
plain, unaffeed manner, and endeavour
to render equal fervice to the land-
lord, tenant, and labourer. The for-

mer of thefe, perhaps, will receive what

I have to fay with the greater degree
of furprize, becaufe, I think, I am not
miftaken in fuppofing, that he has been

B 2 - greatly
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greatl%y infirumental in bringing the
matter upon himfelf, for want of ob-
ferving better policy in the 1cgjulat10n
and fuperintendency of his property ;
and in his condu& towards thofe who
"have been chiefly employed in manag-
ing, and cultivating it. What I have
to fay thall be deduced from reafon, and
experience ; and I ‘ﬂlall think myfelf
- happy, if fome perfon, of greater ability,
will enforce the argument further than
T'am capable of doing it.

1 have always been perfuaded, that
there is a certainr degree of proportion
in expence, and appearance, neceflary to
be kept up between landlord, tenant,
and labourer, and that it will not ad-
mit of interruption, without fome ill

effect refulting from it. That this pro-

-porfion& has lately been unufually dif-

turbed; is evident to every man of ob-

fervation. Indufhy and good condudt
o - wa

[ 5 1

will, and ought, to raife every man in

the ftation he fills.  But it is notorious,
-that an uncommon alteration has hap- _

pened, within a few years, among the
ranks I have mentioned, The gentle-
man, if he be very prudent, Juﬁ con=-
trives to keep his flation ; the great

farmer, is nearly mounted to a level with

him ; while the poor labourer is de-
preffed almoft to the earth. His un-
fortuhate fitvation  will “fully appear,
by taking a comparative view of it, only
forty years ago, and at prefent; by which

it vu_l_l appear, that his wages have by

no means kept an even pace, with the

reafonable expences of ﬁ‘;pp‘orti“ng,his,

family, in equal proportion ‘to the re-
fpéf’civc incomes of the farmer, and gen-
tleman. I might carry this comparlfon
much fu ther back 5 and I am celtam
the further I went with it, the moreblt
*gyould make for my. argqmeht'; but
o B3 o ~ the
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the period of about forty years will bc

fully fufficient, to fhew in what man-

“ner, and by what caufes, the grievance

has fo much increafed, though its firft
orlgm may hwe been of an earlier date.

I begin my argument with this
faé‘t that, within the fpace of forty
years, land is advanced in yearly value,
‘more than one third, or about fixty per
cent, moft rents ‘having been raifed in

that proportmn The price of pra-
vifions has mounted to the fame level,

Manufacurers have felt the ‘change,,

and, where it was pradticable, followed

the alteration ; where it was not prac-
‘ticable, their bufinefs has in confe-
quence, declined.  But the moft ufeful
of labourers, namely, the man employed

~in the branch of hufbandry, has not, in

this convulfed ftate of things, derived
an equal profit, to put him upon the
{ame footmg with h1s cmployex,v which

his

t 71

his anceftors were upon with their em-
ployers. , | |
I leave it to others, to account for this -
vaft change in the value of land. Lef
the caafe proceed ﬁom what it may,
it W:ll be {ufficient, to confider the con-
{equences, that have refulted from it. |
| Firlt, it is evident, that the perfonlj

who fold an eftate within the period I |

mention, and vefted its produce in the
funds, or in any fimilar fecurity, would
i’l&VC been all this while in poffeflion of
an eftate, capable of no improvement,
and would have been gradually fuf’cainv{

dng an inconvenience, fimilar to that of
“the labourer, in not having his income

rife, in proportion to the price of pro-
vifions. In a like fituation are all of-
ficers upon fixed falaries under govern-
ment, and other perfons, who have
had their dependance upon a fettled
annuxty, or ﬁ}pend - But the land-

B4 owner
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owner 'h'é\é been .d'iﬂ'erently affeCted, by
’the addmonal repntatxon Wh1ch land
has acquned If he cnoofes to cany
his property to market at th1s time,
he can get almoi’c double the fum for it,
that the perfon did, who fold Ais foxty
years ago ; " becaufe Tne has not only con-
ﬁdeiably advmeed 1t m its rent, but
can now fell it at that advanced rent to
greater advantage becaufe the ‘pur-
chafer is content, pro"lded he can make
three per cent. intereft of hlS money,
whereas a founer purchafer expe&ed
to make four. HIS rents havmg been
qdvamced he haa hkewﬂe enjoyed a

oreatel yearly income from his eftite,

in tbe mean while, than the perfon has, |

who fold an eftate, of equal value, at
the time T mention, and put hlS money
to mte1e’i |

' Left the foregoing remark fhould ‘be

thoaght unneceffaly, I thmk 1t proper
to

o]
to ‘fay, that I make it, in order to fhew
‘the vaft advantage which men of landed

intereft have had -over their neighbours,

within a few years paft, the better to
prepare them to liften to the propriety,
and reafonablenefs of my argument,
and to convince them that fo great, and

" fo fudden,a change in their fortune, could

not have been expected to happen, with-
‘out entailing fome inconveniencies upon
their eftates.
ence however, Whu:h thefe gentlemen
comohm of, bears no plopomon to the

advantages they have gained; and there~

fore it {liould be fubmitted to Wlth "
chearfulnefs ; 3of rather, they thould not
grudge the. poor 1abou1e1 a decent. fup— A

port, whofe importance in fociety ought
to be prov1ded for w1th a dr*glee of libey
rahty '

The Value of effates bemg {o conﬁ-—

'f‘ﬁ%@i?b]}," raifed, the farmer ftood in need

of

The prefent inconveni-‘
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of no apology, for endeayouring to ob=
tain a higher price for the produce of
his land. ¥zt perhaps, his attempts

to carry that point, would not have fuc-
ceeded fo foon, had not a feries of un-

kind feafons happened ; and, what is

ftill worfe, had not the luxury taken
- place, a about the fame time, of keeping
a  much greater number of horfes for
pleafure, than formerly, together with
the pernicious cuftom of deftroying little
farms, which fed all the channels of the
markets with plenty, Many other
caufes, lefs obvious, have undoubtedly
contributed to enhance the price of
provifions ; but I apprehend it is {uffi-

cient, on the prefent occafion, to ob-

ferve, that by thefe, or fome other means,

the rife on provifions, and the rife on
land, have vifibly kept a pretty cven pace,

But neither the gentleman, nor the
farmer fuf’cams anydifadvantage by this
alteration,

o]

~

alteration. As the former has an in-
creafe of income, he is enabled to bear
the increafed price of provifions, and of

other articles in proportion ; and (abat-
ing the change which luxury makes in
every flation) is upon a footing with

‘his anceftors. The farmer, by the atg-

mentation of the prices he obtains for
his cattle, corn, &c, can better pay his
rent, fupport his family better, and the
advanced gharges incident to his farm,
than he could when his rent was lefs,
his incidenta] charges more moderate,

and his articles of produce lefs valuable.

It is indeed very apparent, that the
landlord, and tenant, have lately had
nearly equal chances, and have both

gone hand in hand in keeping the la=

bourer down; from' a miftaken notlon
that they could not raife his wages, but
at the expence of their refpeéhve emo-

juments, And thus the harmony of

— Z
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the old conneéhon between them has
been interrupted, which nothing can

- again reftore, but a rife of wages or a fall

If the latter {hould take
place, rents muft be again lowered;
and then the three parties will be again
united upon their old fcale of connec-
tion ; but if the price of things keep
up, wages muft be advanced, or {fome

of provifions,

_bctter remedy applied, than has hitherto

been thought of,

- But the inconveniencies which the

labourer, in the branch éf country bufi-

nefs fuftains, will more clearly aappeag

by an induction of particulars. |
About forty years fince, or lefs, the

' average - price of butcher’s - meat was

2d. halfpenny a pound; butter 4d.
milk was fold at 2d. the gallon (and that
in much greater plenty than now) ;
wheat from 3s. to 3s. 6d. a bufhel,
malt at 2s, (jd and moft of the othef:

“neceflaries

[ 13 ]

neceflaries of life, in the like proportion.
The pay of a labourer was then, in moft

places, a fhilling a day; it was indeed,

in fome few places, only ten-pence ;
but then in others it exceeded a fhil-

ling ; fo that a fhilling may be looked

upon  as the then m‘edium-price"of

wages. At prefent, butcher’s meat

may be reckoned at 4d. a pound, but-

ter at ~7d. milk at:4d. a gallon, wheat
at ¢s a bufhel, malt at 4s. 6d. &c.
'The pay of a labourer, taken between the
two extremes, of a fhﬂling, and fixteen-
pence, may be éﬁimated, at an average,
at fourteen-pence a day. |

- pofe the wife capable of having re-
turned, both then, as well as now,

fifteen-pence a week, by {pinning or

other employment, befides giving proper
attendance upon her family. The pre~

ceding fadts being admitted, what re-

fult could there have been, than what bas '

happened ?

- Examine

Let us fup- |
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Fxamine the fituation of a poor man,
hizs wife and four fmall children, at
thefe different periods : and, to calcu-
late upon an even fum, fuppofe the
_extra-earnings of the family in harveft,
and at other feafons, to be equal to the
expence of houfe-rent and firing. The
week’s earnings then, formerly, appear
to have been feven fhillings- and three<
pence; which, at that time, made the
following provifion. |

Five gallons of wheat, 4
which would make, with-
out taking out the bran, a-
bout 43 pounds of bread, be-
ing nearly the quantity fuch
a family would confume:
allowing a pound and a half
to the man, as much to his
wife, and three quarters of
a'pound to each of hischil-
~ dren. 'This, at 3s. 6d. a

‘buthel, would have colt  J.
| Carriedover = 0 2 2%

(. 0 2 23

Milk .

cloaths, &c. -

[ 15 1]

Brought over - - 2 2%
- Milk 1uﬁic1¢nt for the |
family, - - } °© o 6;,
Three gallons of fmall
beer, malt bemg at 2s. 9d a} o 6
buthel, -

- Ten pounds of beef or L
mutton, at 2d £. a pound, } °© 2 1
Four pounds of cheefe, at :
2d. or two pounds of butter, } o 8

at 4d. - -
Soap and candles, - o 6
Balance towards prov1d1ng } o o

L

The week’s earnings appear to be, at
prefent, 8s. 3d. The fame articles now
will be nearly as follow. ”

Five gallons of wheat at L
5s. a buthel, = - =~ - } °© 3 Iz

Milk fuﬁicxent for the} R
o 0 9

~ Carried over ™ = o 3 10%

famlly,. .
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_ Brought over - o 310
" Three gallons of fmallz

o
beer, malt at 4s. 6d. a bufhel, S 9

Ten pounds of beef; Q.r % o 3 4

mutton, at 4d. - - -

Four pounds of cheefe at ,_
3d z. or two pounds of I 2
butter, at 7d. a pound,

Soap and candles, - - o o 9

. & ¢ 10+
" The week’s income, - © 8 | 3 |
D_caci b-alanc% againﬁ, the %'0’ | | 7%

- prefent labourer, - - - ) ;

Add, what the former la- ]
bourer could fave, towards Lo o i
pu1chaﬁng cloaths or other { .
articles not taken notice of, 3 ]

~ the former and prefent la'-f
“botirer, = = = =~ =

Weekly difference between: | o
o 2 5%
Before I offer any 1eﬂeéhons upon this

'apparent difproportion, ‘Wthh how= -

- ever

[ 17 ]

ever, was not equal to the reaforiable

- expences of a‘labouring ‘man, and his
- family, though it be much fupetiour to
~ his preferit,t income; - I with to antici~
pate every kind of objection, that may be

made to thefe eftimates ; becaufe I am

fenfible that the whole fupport of the’
~argument I am advancing, refts merely

upon their credit. The former cal-
culation is not only taken from the

‘mouths of men of ftrit veracity now =
living, who remember the refpe@ive

prices, - but has been »(':ompared with
different accounts, where the faid prices

- -have been regiftered at that period.

The prefent calculation is as- nearly
made as can be. I have been parti-
cularly careful, to avoid exaggerating it

~ In the poor man’s favour ; for every one

muft be fenfible, that if this éompara-
tive examination had been made but laft
year, the dlﬁerence would have been

C | ' much,
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much greater ; as it is well known, that

wheat has born fo high a price for many

years paft, that the labourer has not
been able to tafte any other article of
.provifion. Eourteeﬂnpencé a day is alfo
a f{ufficient medium-price of wages 3
for I could name whole counties, where
either it is not {o high, or where 2d.
of it is paid by the farmer in mife~
rable fmall beer; that is, he reckons
the fmall beer he allows him at that
value, which is felling it at a more ex-~
orbitant rate, than where it is excifed.

- In making a general calculation, I
have been obliged to confine myfelf to
| general articles, which indeed fufficiently
thew, how far a poor man’s income
will go; but I will admit, that fome

labourers who may have friends, or credit,

may be able to breed up, and kill a pig,
Whidﬁ will be cheaper to them than
butcher’s meat ; and the raifing a few

o | " potatoes,

I

potatoes, and other vegetabies, where

they have a garden, will be ftill a {fmall

matter in their favour. But I thfnk, it
appears upon the whole, that though

~an induftrious family, of the fize de-

{cribed, might formerly have provided
itfelf with the common neceflaries of
life, with fome rlittledegrée of comfort,
it is impoffible, it fhould do fo at pre=
{fent ; and, as the difadvantage which
the labourer fuftains, is flipt into the
profits which the land-holder has ac-

quired, his fituation and fufferings ought
‘to be taken into ferious confideration ; -

and he thould be put upon a decent foot-

ing; {o as to ‘enable him to work with

chearfulnefs, and to enjoy himfelf mo-
derately from the produce of his la-

bour,

"There are fome people, who attempt

to account for the increafe in the poor=

rates, by fuppoﬁng the poor to be

C 2 grown;.
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grown, like their betters, fond of deli-
cacies énd luxuries. 'They would, in a
time of fcarcity, confine them to barley-
bread ; and exclaim againft the general
ufe of tea; as though every ploughman
and threfher indulged himfelf in that ar-
ncle, like an idler in a coffee-houfe.
But, with refpect to bread, if it be con-
{idered, that, when a poor man’s family
1s large,"he can fcarce afford to eat of
any other article, it would be very cruel
“to confine him to the worft fort. The
“objeion to tea carries with it a better
face of reafon. All mankind agree that

tea is not a nourifhing thing ; therefore,

of courfe, it is improper for the poor.
But the charge is much exaggerated ; I
have never known a hufbandman guilty
~of this effeminacy. His wife indeed
frequcnt]y dips her hard cruft in a vile

compcﬁtxon fo called but few who have
feen

[ 21 ]

feen the mefs, will envy her the luxury
of it. However I will make no apology
for her.. I think her penny would be
much better beftowed, upon a wholefome
pottage of oatmeal and onion. But car-
ry our cenfure of this article as far as we
will, this one charge will not be {ufficient

~toaccount for the full grievance. Thetrue
caufe lies deeper ; and they who invefti-

gate the matter candidly, and confiderate-
ly, will, I am perfuaded, traceit to the
fource I affign. But affluence, which

never feels the gnawing pains of hunger,
and feldom condefcends to vifit the mi-
ferable recefles of want and wretched-

nefs, is ofteri apt to conceive the burden
of poverty to be much lighter than it
truly is, :

In the eftimate which I CXhlblt of
what a moderately-fized family will re-
quire, I confider only common articles

“of fuftenance. Nothing fuperﬂuous is
taken notice of;; and it appears from

C3 ' th;s
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this plain calculation, that the moft in- and.yet fupinely view this fcene of ca-
‘ lamity, and content themfelves with an
ineffeGtual with to fee it amended by
others, rather than attempt the means.

duftrious man, with only four children,
and full employment, cannot live with-

out abridging himfelf of common food, S | _ |
L S But fo it will be, as long as things are
or running into debt by having a con- ] , : } - :
fiderable weekly balance accumulating cm:umf’tanc;ed as thf:y are .at P refen‘t.
’ “ For I conceive there is a capital error, in

againft him. How then is a man to
fupport himfelf, and family, who may
have fix, feven, or even eight children ?

the very idea that men of fortune often

entertain of the poor. They are apt to

T A L e e

SRITTETE

Thoufands of thefe poor vwretches for confider Othaem as a tax, alfd a burde.n
many years paft, though exceedingly upon their property, When,.1n-fa&, their
i property is of no value without them.

I do not affe@ to fay, there is any want of
mercy, or compaflion, in the breafts of

induftrious, have had nothing but a
gaol-allowance, bread and water; and
{carce a {ufliciency of the former. Who,

that has any bowels of compaflion, men of fortane, more than in any other

body of men; Iam far from thinking
there is. Indeed the ample charities
which have been eftablithed in this
country by them, prove the contrary.

il
e
i

can know this, and not endeavour to re~
medy it, as much as his fituation will

mme

2

enable him ?  But when we aim at a

e
AT

yemedy, let it be a remedy becoming

Englithmen, who are famed for ‘charilty But I conceive they often a&, with

af_ld: benevolence, Many, undoubtedly, , “ r?fpc@: to.the PO?Y’ upon miftaken p tin- - 5;
are fen@ible of the truth of what I fay, .» ciples. . Otherwife, why have gentle- }:
S S 4 men, in the commiffion of the peace, - E
: . Cy fo *%

¥
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fo gcnerally negleGted the mott i 1mportanf:

 duty of magiftrates ? I can eafily con~
ceive, that many well-meaning, tender- -

hearted men may have flighted the
poor, merely through indolence ; others,
thrdugh a modeft fenfe of their own
want of confequence in the community;
from a juf’c fear of incurring a general
odium in their refpetive neighbour-
‘hoods, without obtaining the defired
effect. But that no public-fpirited per-
fon fhould have arifen, to maintain their
caufe ; that they fhould, to a man, have
neglected to enforce two falutary ads of
parliamcnt, made with a manifeft view
of providing a remedy for a grievance,
which has been lately, and is, even now,
fo much felt ; can be acCounted for upon
no other principle, than a general mifs
conception of the utility and real im«
portance of the labourer to the good of
fociety. The firft ac I allude to, is the
5{@ Llizabesd, Céﬂf. 4. % which au-

~ € thorizeg

[ 25 ]

#¢ thorizes juftices of the peace, &c.

¢¢ to aflemble once a year, viz. in Eafter

¢ {eflions, and having refpe& to the

«¢ plenty, or fcarcity of the time, and
¢¢ other circumftances, to limit, rate,
¢ and appoint the wages of artificers,
¢¢ handycraft-men, hufbandmen, or any
¢¢ other labourer, fervant, or workman,
“ whether their wages have been before.
¢ rated, or _hot,”_‘ - The other is, 1t

'yﬂfﬁé’i: Chap. 6. which impowers
juftices refiding in any liberty, or divi-

fion,  to rate the wages within fuch
“¢ divifion, as if the fame were done, in

¢¢ general feffions for the county.” The |

latter law feems to have been made in aid
of the former, and defigned to be enforced
in cafes of fudden emergency; yet, not-
withftanding, I do not find, that either
of them has been attended to, though
‘they feem to prefcribe a remedy ade«

quate to the difeafe.
It is fometlmes alledged as an ob-
Jeéhon,
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je&ion to the raifing of wages, that
tradefmen, and manufadurers, will be
more advantaged than they ought to
be, by fuch a meafure that they con-
tribute mott largely towards ﬁockmg a
parlfh with poor, and if they are not

obliged to furnifh their proportion, ac-

cording to the prefent mode of levying
the rates, the fole buxdcn of maintain-
ing them will fall upon the land But
this 1s argumg upon a. falfe ground.

\Taﬁwuhﬁandmg the power of taxing

ftock in trade, is this really done, with
- effed, in any parifh that can be named ?
How is the value of this f’cock to be al-

 certained ?  Or what law fhall oblige a-

tradefman to lay open his circumftances
to all the world, which may perhaps

ruin hlS credit, and cruelly prevent him

from ralﬁng a competency for hlmfelf

and famﬂy, ‘which he has a faxr profpe@c ,

of gaining ? As far thelefore as law
can tax the. tradefman, or manufa&urer,

5 " he

[ 27 ]
hie is ftill open to it as much as ever.
But if the hufbandman’s wages be raifed,
the manufa¢turer will more effectually
tax himfelf, He muft proportionably
raife the wages of his inferior workmen,
and thus relieve the poverty which his
bufinefs is falfely faid to occafion. He
will not indeed fo foon grow rich, be-
caufe if he be obliged to fell his com-
modities at their prefent price, his gains
will be-lefs ; but general happinefs will
be more plentifully difi“ufed, which is a
point of greater moment. I mean not
hereby to aggrieve fuch ufeful mem-
bers of f{ociety, or to retrench their juft
proﬁts.’ ‘They are honourable in their
ftation, and a great injuftice is done to
trade, when it is {aid to occafion poverty;
whereas it has ever been juftly confidered
as the riches of a natioﬁ. " Bat I diftin-
gﬁifh between trade carried on upon
juft principlcs,; and the practices of
tradefmen, and manufacturers, They do
’ | ' not
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not always give the poor a living profit
from their labour. Nor ought they, ‘upon
this account, to incur a greater degree of
cenfure than their neighbours. For,
in truth, all orders and degrees of men
in higher ftations, 'haye long been un=~
thinkingly, but unnaturally thriving at
- the expence of the poor. Few of them,
for a long time paft, have given the la-
bourer his juft hire. And therefore it
is no wonder, that fo many fenfible, but
inexperienccd people are reédy to join in
the common cry, that in whatever parith
‘2 manufa&ure is .ei’c_ab_lifhed; there pover=
tyis infallibly intailed. But if the poor
man had the due reward of his work,
this would not be a common cafe. It

is true, that where greater numbers are

affembled, there you will find a propor-
tionable number of idle perfons. But this
is not the fault of trade, but of human
nature. And if manufa&tures, which

are-a great fource of wealth to a nation,
‘ be

|
¢
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-
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~be not to be encouraged, becaufe they

affemble large bodies of people to-
gether, and becaufe there will be 2
greater propenfity to vice among tenm

perfons, than in one fingle individual ;.

this is an argument not to be admitted ;
as it tends to reduce mankind to a ftate
of nature, by diflolving the beft ties of
fociety. - | -

Having thus freely exprefled my opi~
nion upon the ha‘rdfhips the poor fuftain,
I thall venture to proée¢d a little further,’
by endeavouring to thew the want of
policy, in not raifing wages in propor-
tion to the price of proviﬁo_ns. ~ Pre-
vious to which, however, it will be
neceflary to confider the importance of
the labourer in the fcale of agriculture.
Land itfelf, as I have faid, muit be con-

fidered as of no value without him ;

and that value which it acquires by his
means, muft be allowed to rife, and

fall,. in proportnion" to-his Pére'ngth; and

induftry.
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mdu{hy In Poland, Iam told, eftates
are valued by this ftandard, and the la
bourer is pa1d in produce, inftead of
money; but in what proportion I am not
enabled to fay. When our minds are
thus properly prepared, with a due no-
tion of the importance of this ufeful

this plentiful country. In Elizabeth’s
reign there was a law ena@ed, that ne |
cottage fhould be built but what had
four acres of ground laid to it. <"I%‘heyﬂ
who framed this law had, nndoubtcédly,
a proper reference to the comfort, prof=
périﬁy, and population of this country.

member of the community, we fhall
be inclined to allow, that it is abfurd
to weaken his body, or dithearten his
fplrlts, by hard or negligent ufage.

A farmer, when he takes a farm of
a gentleman, will infift upon good barn-
room, 2 comfortable ftable, d1y theds
for his cattle, and a- covering for his
carts, and implements ; but never {ti-

The fyftem is now quite changed. If
3,heie be but one acie to a cottage, the
farmer thinks it too much, next con-
trives to take it away, and the gemle« '
man generaliy acquiefces in the mono=
poiy The poor then have neither a -
proper habatatwn, nof  proper encou-
- fagement to work ; if they had, every
honeft, induftrious man would be ens
pulates for any cottage-room for his abled, to kecp a cow, and a pig, as his
labourers, though they are certainly o fmefaihers did. ‘The farmer now ab-
more neceffary than his horfes, or any mldly af”gzts, that be keeps the poor.
part of his ‘cattle: which, at once, They are mde@d kept in mifery; but
accounts for the miferable hovels that even in thezr prefent condition, T deny
are to be found in all parts of the king- - th i. they are kept at his expence,. They
dom ; hovcls which are a di{gldue to are, on the contrar v, kept at the charge
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of the land. They work for the land,
and, having no prqper'ty of their own,
the land muft fupport them by one

means, or other. Beween the land and

the labourer there is a tie of reciproca-

tion. The foil of England is, in gene-

ral, fruitful, and apt to make due re-
turns for its culture ; and an Englithman
is not naturally indolent. I may go
further, and fay, that no people work

harder than Englith labourers, when

‘they are duly encouraged. But the
bad policy of confidering them as an
-incumbrance,v has had the worft effec
imaginable. It has broken their fpirits,
-and fo difheartened them, that many of
them are become neghgent 5 and when
they find they are more than hke]y to

come to the parifh, they do not ftrive as

they otherwife would, to keep from it.
Farmers themfclves allow, that if
they can privately affit an induftrious
‘man, it is better than fuffering him ta
2 | come
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come upon the rate. So it c‘ertai'n‘ly is§
and this proves, in a very foreible man=
inef, how ‘much better fiill it is; to- put
him in a way to live by his own labour.
If wages were properly raifed, it would
undoubtedly give a very great encourage-

ment to induftry ; and let me alk, where,

will be the differénce to the owners; of
occupieis, of eftates, whether they give
imore in wages, and lefs to the poot-

. tates, or whether they continue to pay

fates and wages in their prefent pro=
portioni P The matter is quite equal to

landlord and tenant; evidently fo; and
‘muft firike every impartial man with
conviGtion. It feemS‘,_‘ therefore, very
ftrange, when land, in general, is in- |
‘creafed in its yearly value fixty per
cent, great part of its produce nearly .
ds much, and wages thardly in the pro--

portion of twenty per cent, that man-
kind thould wonder at the increafe of -

the poors ratc, and that fuch remedies
b & mald

T
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fhould be fought after, as do not prorriife

a cure of the evil. It would be

thought very abfurd condu&, if the
owner of a horfe, when oats and hay
rofe in -price, fhould abridge his beaft
of his former quantity of provender,
becaufe he could not. buy fo much for
a frated fum, as he formerly did 5 and
yet that he fhould continue to exalt
“the fame work from him, and wonder

at his lofing fleth, and getting out of

condition. It would be ftill -more ab-
furd if, when he perccived this alter-
~ ation in his animal, he thould apply toa
farrier to cure his horfe of poverty by
‘medicines. No ; he knows better.
He abates not his food, but expéé’ts to
levy the more, upon the eXtra—.part
‘which he fells, in order to. make‘,.him
_amends. Why then fhould the. hu-
man fervant be more abridged than the

animal fervant? And yet the préfgan"t‘

treatment of the poor, the general won-
S | der

L35 ]

der that they cannot live as formerly,

- -and the vain endeavour to make their
condition comfortable, without ad-

vancing their wages, or finking the
price of provifions, is a cafe very

near akin to that of the man and his

horfe.
I am perfuaded that no one, upon

juft refleGtion, can think that I have.

carried the reprefentation of the fate
of the poor, further than is ftrictly
confiftent with truth. I am one of
the laft men, who would wifth to un-
hinge order, or loofen the bands of

fociety ; nor have I any paffion for

idle. declamation ; but have been :led
to undertake their caufe purely in the
courfe of my profeflion ; from having

~been much engaged in country bufinefs,
‘where fcenes of diftrefs among the
_poor, and of mifconduét in the mana-

gers of .them, have often made a deep

impreflion upon my mind.
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It will doubtlefs he expected, that
‘as I prefume to pronounce the prefent
rate of wages to be inadequate to the
value of labour, I fhould ftate, and
define, what a due proportion is. I
‘have no objeion therefore to declare,

that I think a labourer who does a fair

day’s work, at a time when wheat fells
for 4s. 6d. a buthel, is juftly entitled
‘to eighteen-pence a day : or, whenever
the price varies, ‘to the value of a third

'»part of a bufhel, be the pricé what it

may. ‘This fhould be the ffandard.
There was a time during the prefent
century when wheat' fold for "2s. 6d.
2 buthel. The labourer then earned
beyond the proportion I recommend,
without any " ill confequencé " to the
pubiick, as it Iafted but for a thort time.

But this proportionablyhurt the farmer,

and raifed his juit Complaiﬂt}s. - But to
Taife wages in the afore-mentioned man-
' ner,

[ 37 1] |
ner, will not exceed, but rather fall thort’
of the advance which land and its 'pi'od'ﬁ ce
have attained. I will likewife venture
to aflert, that the parith’ which paid
fuch"Wages, would have the advantage
over the parifh, which paid on]y'fbur-
teen-pence, becaufe it would hold forth’
greater encoufagemeht 3 and on that
account the extraordinary four-pence.
given in wages, would fave at leaft as
much in the rates. The week’s earn-
ings of the family I have defcribed,
would, ‘in -this cafe,* amount to ten-
fhillings and three-pence.  With this a
labourer might buy the fame things;
which the labourer did formerly,- and
have the {mall balance of nine-pence
halfpenny a week in his favour ; which,’
tho’ a mere trifle, would be a very dif-
ferent ‘thing from' being obliged to
flarve, or elfe run in debt every week.
A man with a lefs family would be able
to do ftill better; and thofe few whote fa-

D 3 milies
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milies are ftill larger, would, when they
‘were ‘thus encouraged, confent to pinch
themfelves a little, in hope to fee their
children grow up, to be in a condition
to aflift zbem, and the'n to thift for them-

felves. When illnefs Ahappens, or age

and infirmities come on them, they muft

have help ; and,’this Would be the chief

weight of the rates, except that of wi-
dows and orp‘hans, | o B
I found my feaforis for propofing eigh-
teen-pence a day as proper wages, when
wheat is at 4s, 6d. a buthel, partly upon
a reafonable cftimation of the labourer’s

wants, and partly upon. the wifdom of

our anceftors, regifter'd by the accurate
. Bifhop Flée_ffwood, in his Chronicon pre=
ciofum. From a perufal of this curious,

and valuable treatife, I Plainly perceive,

that a labourer was in a much better
fituation two or three hundred yéars ago,
~ than he has ‘been for fome years patt,
By this book of autherity, (‘pa‘g'.; 129.)

. | | I find,

L3901

1 find, that in thé.year 1351, Parfia-

ment {ettled wages in wheat, atthe rate
of 1od. a bufhel. At that time a la-
bourer had 3d. for mowing an acre, or

- by the day: fo that in one day he could
earn the value of halfa buthe] of wheat,

Thrething indeed was only 2d =, a
day, which is equal to 1s, 1d %

‘at prefent, wheat being at 4s. 6d,
‘the buthel. Thefe feem to be fummer,

and winter-wages ; the medium of which
is equal to- 1s. 8d i, a day, wheat

being at the above ftandard. I am in«
clined to think, from the great diffe-

- rence between the two prices, and other
- circumftances, that this took in extra,
as well as ordinary work; which wag

inde;:d a good allowance, and what a la-
bourer would be very comfortable with
now. '

Page 7oth, it appears, that in 1407,

wheat was at 5d. a bufhel, and a day’s
- work of threfhing 2d; fo that alabourer

10 could
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‘cduldmthen earn a bufhel of wheat
imtwo days and a half; E which was ra-
ther better than 1S. gc, . would be

now, {till 1eckonnw W‘leat at 4s. 6d.

a bufhel.
‘Page 82, it appbars, that in 1425,

wheat was at 6d. a bufhel, and that 3da~. ’

was paid for threfhing a quartex, ‘gene-
rally efteemed two days work. = This is
the loweft wages, in proportion -to the
price of corn, I meet with ; as a labourer
could not earn quite a buthel of wheat
in three days; but even ‘that was equal
to 1s. 5d. a day at prefent wheat being
eftimated at 4s. 6d. a buthel.

Page 87, in the year 144r, wheat is
menixonea at 4s. 6d, and in 1447, at 8s.
a quarter. In the year 14,46 page 131,

labourers  wages appear to be 3d:.

a day ; fo that, taking the me-
dium- ~price, it brings Wheat to about
6s. 3d. a quarter ; which is nearly 1od.
‘2 buthel. "The pnce of labour then was

‘equa}

[ 411
equal to about 1s. gd. a day at prefent, -
wheat being reckoned as before.

Pag. 133, and 134, it appears, that

in the year 1514, labourers had 4d. a
~day in fummer, and 3d in winter. - And

this price was for ordinary work only, |
becaufe, in the laft of thefe pages, 6d. is

‘mentioned as harveft-wages. The me-

dium of thefe ordinary wages is 3d:.

The price of wheat is not men-

tioned ; but by the price of beans, and
oats, in the preceding and {ubfequent
years, it may be reafonably fuppofed, that

it was not pai‘ticulaﬂy dear ; and confe-

quently, that the value of Iabour fill rofe
much above the propomon of modern

- times.

I have confined myfelf, in this com-
parifon, to the value of wheat only, be-
caufe the price of all other things muft,
in generalk, depend upon the price of this
capital article, this ftaff of the human
life ; wheat ftamping a proportional va- .

lue
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lue upon all other kinds of provifions;
as gold does upon all inferior-metals.
"This would be a better regulator of wa-
ges, than any fet of juftices can be., It
could neither miftake in a time of plenty
or {carcity ; and a law enalted to fix the
price of wages, according to the price of
wheat at the capital market-town of
each county, twice in the year, feems

to have its foundation in every rule of

€quity, and found policy. It appears

that a proper regulation of »this bufinefs,
has been the obje&t of government, for

feveral centuries paft, tho” it has failed,
for a reafon which, to me feems very ob-

vious, and which I fhall prefently menw.
- tion, '

As }-a\ candid quoter of fo,refpé&able

an author as Fleerwood, 1 have no incli~

nation to conceal his opinion, ¢ that

- ¢ parliaments have thought fit .to regu-
paria have thoug to regu
¢ late the wages of workmen with no

« great fuccefs.” But I muft have leave
| ’ | to

{ 43 1

to make my own commént upon this

failure, which is indeed the reafon I

have juft alluded to. Their regulations,
from time to time, were made upon juft
principles, but they had N0 permanency,
- or fixed ftandard. Government feems

to have been fenfible of. this defe&,

when, in the reigns of E/z‘zqéét—b and

:faﬁze.r I. it devolved the care upon _]uih-

- ces of the peace, in each county, at their

Eafter feflions. Thefe have a perpetual
power to rate, and appeint wages, ac-
‘_c'or’d_ing to the plenty or {carcity of ;;the
times. . But, in their hands, thebu’yﬁnefs\_

has fatally dwindled, and come to no- -

thing ; and ‘} gentlemen, lofing fight of

that nice and juft proportion that ought
to be c{’cabliﬂled, have bewildered them-

felves in forming ineffeCtual plans for the
relief of the poor, who, with the blefling
-of health, and the juft reward of their

labour, are ’beﬁ'ablé to relieve them--
{felves,
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thn the wifdom of parhament ihalﬁ:

again take this matter into  their’ own_”' e
Liands, and regulate the prlce of labous .

by iaiute, according to a fixed ftandard,

z,.ux, and then only, may the induftr ous;’:"

poor expeé’c to reap the comforts Lhey.
are entitled to. Itis too arduous, and
invidious a tafk, for private men, in thé
capacity of juflices of the pea'ce, to un=
dertake, could they vainly hope to cffe@
it. But parliament has'a power adequate
to the redrefs of the grievance ; and the
man ‘who‘fhanll make a {uccefsful mOéiOn
for, fo beneficial a law, will deferve to be
confidered as a blefling, and ornament to

his country and as the fx zcnd of ﬂumam

nature:’



