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'health to contnbute a fmall part’ o thelr earnings,

[ : : : o : 4:,‘-,

B alled Eizglmzd are k
burt n. . The Law i
onment, tho wifc ly calculated, ir
o tutmn, having been grofsly” p' erted; th
for their fupport fre(luently'mlfapphed ‘2
haye. been made by garl;ament, at differe
the evaﬁons and abufes
many ‘inftances, thro’, ‘
ed pe(rfons, contrlbuted to encreaﬁe the evxl
charitable “donations ‘which have e@yn rpgd
pofed people, forthe- ufe and benqﬁt of
divers, unlawful means, exther been totall W' ,’ 1ch poc
obje&s, or orofsly mifapplied. ~FOR’ REMEDY of" thefe’ evils; and
pamcularly——;n order to form proper. diftri@ts in, every county, for
carrying into ex‘ecut&on the various purpofes 'of this adt (the paro-~
chial “divifi ~ gﬁg; in. ‘gene tog mall for th cxtenﬁve obje&s
whmh it compreliends).. ‘And in orderto. app_qx_nt,:by baIlot, Com=
mittees. conﬁf’ung of perfons of char er, 1ntegr1t and’ ablhty fu1ted
to the feveral purpofes of the a&. ‘To name oéicers of experxence,
1udg,m§:nt, and 'egmty, for -executing and dlfchargmg “the 1mpor~'-
tant fervices, and trufts reqmre()i of them.-—-And in order ‘to repeal
all the faid laws which are now fubfifting (after 1ncorporat1ng in ‘this
or another act, fuch parts of them, as may be ufeful in the execution
of ‘the feveral proyi s:Herein contain d.-)," And in ordét 'to ‘make,
and eftablith one lay Hich )

nefs, A and vagran

which may’ éxico(fxrage poor. peri’ons, whillt “in

mamtalmng them whén oppreft with ficknefs and mﬁrmlty, withbiit
being driven' to “the dlfagLeeable neceﬂity of afking panﬂl relief ;
and which may correét” all “abufes in ‘charitablé trofts.—Be efFec-a

tual to encourage labour and induftry : To compel thofe 'fo labout -

who age able to work To proteét, fupport, and educate the infant
poor, .in principles . of ‘religion ‘and morahty To punifhi fuch of the

poor as are idle, proﬂlgate, ‘and abandon’d, and to fupport and ch<:=-,
ily

nfh thofe who are re neceﬁitous, mﬁlm, and lmpotent.

May 1t plcafe your mqeﬁy that 1t may be ena&ed, &c.
Az L coMm

ay. prevent 1dlenefs, drunken‘ :

“a’ fund for
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- -own poér,'fﬂiéﬁyi’ri'g,’theiriﬁ”c_iigl‘tjipﬁand conti’gﬁit)?;.' o

( 4 )
COMMISSIONTERS.

The a& in the firft claufe to nominate feven perfons for each county,
who are feized of eftates of the clear yearly value of 300l. who fhould
with their own confent be conftituted commiffioners for fetting out
and dividing the refpeive counties, ridings, and divifions ; and all
the peculiar. jurifdi@ions, cities, franchifes,.and liberties within that
part of Great-RBritain called England, which have feparate juftices of
peace, and quarter feflions under particular commiffions, or by charter,
and are too large for one diftriét, into fo many diftricts, confifting 6f a
¢ertain number, of parithes and. townfhips, lying nedr or contiguous
1o each other, (not lefs than five, nor more than ten) as'the faid com-
miffioners fhall judge proper. * ('The townfhips which maintain’ their
own poor feparately from the parith at large, and alfo all extra paros
chial places; ‘to bé included in thofe diftricts within which they ' lie,
ot to which they are moft conveniently fituated.) * And if any of ‘the
{faid commiffioniers, after having been fo appoiiited, fhall die,’ or bE-
come_incapablé Jof ating” , , ]
iffior T the . maj i1t of them, fhould "appoint another
as aforefaid o, adt in his ftead. (See note No. '1.)

" "That the comififfioners fhotld meet as foon as convenient after'pafls
ing the a&, and ‘when they have'taken the oath to.be prefcribed in ‘the
aét,’ for'the due difcharge of their duty; they fhould proceed to elett
a'chairman, to" appoint-a clerk or agent to attend. and affift them' in
the bufinefs; and'in procuring from the feveral overfeers of the poor,
who Thould bé directed to afift them, a plan, of particular deferiptioh
of the feveral parifhes, townfhips, and places. which maintaid’ theit

" The commiffioners, or any five ot more of ‘them, when they”Haye

Forined their diftricts, thould fix the.falaries for thé diftrict agents, ‘and

the number and qualifications of the corhmitfeé mén: alfo the qualifi-
.cations of thofe who are to ele&t them for each diftriét, having regard
to the fitiation’ and extent of the diftri&; and ‘to"the  circumftances
and number’of ‘perfons refiding ‘within it, ‘who may be proper to ¢on-
ftitate fuch committee; alfo fo fix the time and place for taking the

ballot for the firft commitgee. .

" To requiré the commiffioners, when they have fidifhed the bufinels

appointed, for them, t0 report the whole of ihei proceedings by
‘writing under their hands and feals, to the juftices at their quarter fef-
fions, and forthwith deliver fuch report to the clerk of the Peace for
the county, &c. who fhould be directed to caufe it to be printed, as
foon as poffible, and to fend a 'copy thereof 'to every atting juftice,

~ and alfo to ¢very high conftable within fuch limit, who fhould be re-

quired to - communicate it to the overfeers of the poor withidq )cea}gx
v 0 com g , i,

ficknefs or infirmities, the remaining -

(5 )

diftri€t; and: deferibe ‘to“ them the nanies of the parifhes and places
which form the diftri& wherein they are fitnated. . ... .~ . 7

»

To reftrain the commiffioners in fetting out and dividing the dif-

tri€ts, from altering the boundaries or otherways interfering with.any
-hundreds, diftricts, or. places,. already-incorporated: by a¢t of, parlia-

ment,; for the purpofes of proyiding for the poor,.unlefs fuch com-
;miflioners {hall | obtain. the confent of the majority of.the.governors,

‘guardidns, or:other perfons baying the power of, making bye laws,

rules, orders and regulations, within fuch hundreds, diftrifts or places,
to be fignified nnder the common feal of fuch refpeétive corporations,
in which cafe they, fhould be: at :liberty to-alter the fame, and make

{uch regulations as fhould be agreed upon, by their common confent.

© To dire& that thé juftices of peace at the next quarter-feffions, af-"
ter the commiffioners fhall have made their report, fhall order ‘their
‘treafurer to pay to the-commiffioners, fuch fums of money, for their
reafonable expences, as they fhall bona fide have.expended, and alfo
“to pay fuch fums to the refpetive clerks of the peace, and other per-
{ons employed by the commiffioners as aforefaid, for their trouble and
‘expences in the execution of the ac as to them fhall feem reafonable;
o the trcafurer Thould be allowed the fame in his accommte 1

" The Juftices fhould at the fame time fix the day for the ballot for
the firft county committee. (See Note, Now 2.) o

DISTRICT COMMITTEE", .

T he a& to '.'d\i'r.e& the ]uﬁiée_§ of peace at thexrrefpe&xvequartera )

fcflions, which fhall be holden next after the commiffioners fhall have
made their report, to nominate two juftices of peace who act within
-each diftri&t, to prefide at the ballot for chufing the committee within
their refpe@ive . diftriéts; and al{o to nominate a proper perfon to take

the poll at fuch ballot within each diftrict, and to:certify his name and

place of abode to'.the faid two_ juftices;. and alfo to.the high conftable

alting within. each diftsi&, who fhould communigate the fame..to

every overfeer of the poorwithin their diftrifts.. -

© "That every perfon attending. the meeting, and qualified according

to_the commiffioner’s report, to ballot for the choice ‘of the diftrict
committee, . fhould. deliver into a  box or glafs to be provided for that
_pux:p,ofe by. the perfons appointed for taking the poil, the names,. ad=

ditions, ‘and places of abode of fo many perfons qualified as aforefaid,
as the committee according to, the faid report is ‘to confift of, fairly °
‘written upon paper and folded up, including one perfon at leaft,. re-

Aiding within each of the parithes, within the diftrict. And the better
‘19 enable: perfons who intend to offer their poll at fuch ballot, to form
. ' : Az - ajudg-
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( 6)
4 judgment of ‘thofe who may be thought proper for-the office, ‘the
names of all perfons within the diftrict, who are qualified to be bal.
lotted for, fhould be required to be tranfmitted to the. clerk fo ap-
pointed to take the poll, by the overfeer within each parifh and town-
fhip, fix days at leaft before the day appointed for taking flich poll,
which clerk fhouldbe requiréd to Enter their naihes ithmediately after

they fhall be délivered, in a book’to be kept for that purpofe; but -

1ot to' infert orie fane iore ‘than once, thoughi -it’ fhould appear in
differént lifts3 4nd to fhew the fiid book to any perfon qualified to
y6te, and to ‘deliver @ copy to any fuch perfon’ if ‘required ; after the
time of delivering in fuch lifts of names fhall be expired, written in
alphiabetical order; tpon being paid for the fame, after the rate of
2d,——for ¢yéry twenty names which fuch lift thall'contain; and a
proper allowanee fhould be ordered for fuch clerk, by the juftices

 plefidiiig at fach' ballot, to be piid by the county tréafuter.

- That as foon as the poll fhall bé clofed the juftices prefiding thereat,
fHould be dite@ed to nominate two perfons then: prefént, as {crutineers,
anid deliver to thé ‘the lifts, fo prefented, with direGtions forthwith to
Procéed upon the feratiny, and caft up the nuiber of ‘Votes for each
‘Commitice andidité, and repoit the names of thofe petfons who ap-
pear to be elected, dccording to the qualifications, and directions, -in
the act, to, the. faid juftices, at fuch time and place as they fhall ap-

it to reccive thém,

"The perfon appointed for taking the poll fhould attend the juftices
at the time of their teceiving the report; when they fliould immediate-
Iy appoint. the time and place for the firft meeting of the committee,
inld-dite& the clérk who took the poll, to give notice theieof to every

“péifon elected tipon Tuch committée,

' 'THe at to'dire@ that the diftri& committee fhall meet at the time
and place appoiiited by the two juftices, and after taking an Oath to
‘B preferibed by thie ac, (which ‘will be fpecified in the Appendix,
fe¢ ndte, No.3.) for the proper difcharge of their duty, they fhould
‘proceed fo eléét a chiairman, atid aftérwards a diftriét agent, by ballot,
in manner aforefaid, and to fix the place for the refidence of fuch agent,
and for the committee to meet at, as near the centre of the diftriét, as

,,,,,,,,,,,

“éonveniently may bes and alfo to fik the days for holding their meetings

in-évery month in the yéari and ‘that they fhould alfo at fuch firit

fitefing, noinate by agreemeérit among themfelves, ot by their chair-

fhian, if theéy différ i opinion, five at leaft of . the corhinittee, to at-

;i_‘éﬁ& the zd meéting, in which numiber, two at leaft who attended the

former imeeting flioald be includeds and in like manier with refpect
fo every fibféquent mecting; and the difttic Agent fhould be fequired

‘to’ give' notice, fioni time to. time, to every perfon included in that
humber; who fhould not be prefent at fuch nominations, - (which are

only

e

(7))

only intended to. procure meetings of a fuficient.number of the com-
mittee-men, competent to the bufinefs that fhall come before ther_na
and in no degree to preclude others from agtendmg;.).and the better to
enforce due attendances, a claufe fhould be inferted in the at, inflicting
a penalty of sl for every default of the committee-men, fo named,
in their attendance, at the day and hour appointed, unlefs prevented
by ficknefs, or {fome unavoidable accident; to be paid into the hands

" of the diftrict agent, and to be applied by him towards difcharging

the expences of the committee meetings; and in cafe {uch forfeitures

fhall not be fufficient to pay the whole expences, . the remaining part
fhould be paid by the diftrict agent, ‘who fhould be re;ktg])u.rfed;byn_t_l.lg
county tréafurer, out of the poor’s rates; but if fuch forfeitures fhall
exceed the expences, the remainder to be applied in fuch manner as
the committee fhall direct, ‘ : .

They thould alfo direct the falary of the diftrict agent, and the
rent of the office for tranfacting the bufinefs of the diftrict, and of
the room for the committee to meet at, to be paid by the county
treafurer, and charged in his accounts. R )

They fhould alfo at their firft meeting, direct their diftri&t agent
to tranfmit to the county clerk and frcafurer, an accurate account
“of the medium poor’s rates for each parifh and place, c_alc;ullatec?. frng‘n
‘the returns lately made to parliament, after they fhall have been in-
“fpected and examined by the diftriét agent, and fettled and corrected

where neceffary by the diftri¢t committee.

The diftriét committee, after calling upon the agent, for his return
"of the ftate of the poor, of the work houfes, rates, and other things,
which he is required. to lay before them, fhould Pgoqe_egi to confider
the fame, and particularly the ftate and condition __qf the infant, agf;(;l,
“infirm, and impotent poor, within ??Ch. p}z}nﬂx; ap__d. if there ﬂm}} be
work houfes fuitable for them within the diftriét, to grdjg:g_ ﬁ}gh. of the
poor as may be -proper to be placed in houfes, to be fent thither, or
"if there aré none, to be put into houfes to be hired for that Purpo_{'ga).
untill more convenient accommodations can be provided for them; and
the diftrié committee, if .they find a deficiency.of work houfes, for
_employing the poor, fhould be impowered to build new ones, or 1_1,1{2
" buildings which may be convenient, and ‘convert ‘them into wof
houfes, for the employment of fuch poor perfons as may be fit to be
placed in workhoufes; or they may at their diferction make con-
tracts with-manufacturers, fons, for employing any poox
- perfons cither withi

or other per or €
ithin, or out of the workhoufes.

" “The diftri& committee fhould have power to difcharge the overfeer,
 fo dire@ted fo be chofen, as hereafter mentioned; for neglect of duty, i
" o1 y mifbehaviour. 1
or other | - The :
)
| “ f
(S o% - . Caat I, 1y - — s - !"
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The diftrict committee fhould alfo receive from their clerk, at every
meecting, an account of the number, . condition, and employment of
their poor, examine the accounts of the expences attending them, and
give fuch direions to the agent for- the future management, and
employment of them, as they fhall judge moft propet,

They thould alfo examine thelaccdunté of the diﬂrié’c agent, and thé ‘

overfeers, and allow the fame, if they approve them, "

- 'They fhould alfo confider -the ftate of the different work-houfes
within the diftri®, the number of perfons contained therein, and the
manner in which they are employed; and find, if poflible, better
means of employing them by contra&, for their labour, (See Noze, No.
4.) or in fuch other manner as they fhall think fit. 'They fhould en-
quire particularly into the age, and.ftate of ‘the infant poor, and pro-
cure them to be examined, at proper times, by able and judicious
perfons, refpecting their abillity and aptitude for receiving inftruétion,
who fhould report their obfervations upon them to the committee ; and
the committee fhould confider which of them in each diftri&, may be
proper to be continued, and employed in the work-houfes, or other-
wife within the diftri ; and which of them, if any, may be proper
to be taken into a county houfe or feminary, when any fuch fhall be

provided, in order to receive a different education, which may qualify

them for the fea, or other publ_ic‘ffe'rvice; and the committee {hould
report fuch fpecial matter, with their opinion thereupon to the county
committee, o o R

Every diftrit committee thould alfo, ten days at leaft before the end
of the year, apply to two juftices of the peace, aing within their
diftri€, to prefide at the new ballot, for the diftri® committee, and
after confulting them, caufe notice to be given, in manner before direct-
ed as to the firft committee, of the time and place for taking fuch new
ballot, which juftices, thould give fuch direttions for the ballot, and
prefide at the poll, in like manner as ‘herein before mentioned concerns
ing the faid firft. ballot. .~ ' : L

That in QVe:r“y'v fuch'qubfe(iuént' ahﬂueﬂ ballot, the'd»i,ﬂri@c agent, for the -

time being, fhould give the notices, receive the previous lifts, take the
poll, and do every tiingwhich the clerk is hereby dire@ed to do at the
faid firft ballot ; and every perfon balloting for fuch new committee,
{fhould include in his lift, one half of the old committe, and one half
of other perfons, qualified as aforefaid ; but none of the old committee
thould be obliged to ferve more than two years fucceffively, without

their confent, and the chairman prefiding at fuch ballot fhould appoint
the fcrutineers, as foon as fuch poll fhall be clofed, and proceed in the .
RS . e A TS fame -

{ 9:)

{4mé manner as h'cfe‘inybéf’or‘e direCted, with re{pé& to the chairman- ae
the faid firft ballot. '. A SEARER e

The diftri& committee thould 'vaklfo.‘ at the end of every three }nonthse
(a fortnight at leaft before the meeting of the. county committee, as -
hereafter appointed,) make up an account of the money :egelvfid» and :
éxpended within the diftrit during that time, ‘and ‘alfo prepare ‘an
cffimate, in the beft manner they can, from the returns of the overfeers

of the poor, 'of any other information they can get, of the probable -

expences on accon

lowing, and report the fame to fuch county committee,

DISTRICT AGENT. ¢ .

nt of .the poor, ‘for the three months then next fol-

The diftri& agent who is to ‘be ‘chofen by’ the firft: cominittec,
fhould be continued; if approved, or another eletted, in the fame
manner as the firff, by every new committee, and fhould give ’fucl}
fecurity as' the committee thould approve, for his daly accounting for
the money he receives. S AR :

His duty.{liould be from time to time to vifit: and vi{"up‘e'r‘ipteinfi"_the
workhoufés, to make as foon" as poflible, a_ftate”in' writing: of ald
thofe within. the diftri@®; and alfo “of ‘the’ circumftances and -fitw
ation of every poor perfon, who receivesor is in need of parifh r?}mf’,’
within each'parifii or place, defctibing whether ’Wlth_m’ ‘or out of ,Yt}_l(_: ‘
work houfe, and whether they have any, andﬂWh}'g;'_t_\ex‘nRI(')ym?g.tA 3 of
any and what property of their own ; alfo thé ages or infirmities ot
each perfon, and the number and age of their'children, if any: Al
fo what~ perifiops- or allowarices have been made them, by the over-
feers, and every other patticilar which he may think neceflary for'the
information of the committee, or which they may require f_rom hlm.

He thould “alfo flate the éxpences of the ‘poor’ in'the - preceding
Month, and the probable expences inthe ﬂ}cceedmg Mon_th, in 'orde.r
that the committee . may give the ‘neceflary information thereof to the

county committee.—He thould alfo call upon the overfeers for the af- -

feffiments and accounts -of the expences attending the poor in every
‘parifh, &c. within the diftri€¥,” daring the three.years for which the

‘returns have been made to parliament; and alfofor the laft year, which

accounts the overfeers or perfons who have the cuftady of them, fhould
be required -to produce; and when he has compared the three years

accounts. upon which the retutns were made, with fuch returns; if -
there fhall appear any omiffion or mifreprefentation, he ihoulfl report
them to“the diftri® committee, who thould"enquire into the{ame,

and be empowered to inveftigate:and correét thiein, atid if they find dity
‘thing which ‘appears wilful, and ‘of magnitude fufficiént to bgl feplre(i
. SRR s R s s L eaded
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like manner to ele another in his ftead.

‘ ]éfﬁ?
i
‘
(10} .
b ' ‘ : 1 i
4 hended and punifhed by legal p_r‘o.ce¢dings, the diftri& committee fhould o () , j
i report it to the county comumittee. R the forenoon; and after choofing by majority of voices, fome perfon !!
' ) . ' ' then prefent, to prefide at fuch meeting, fhould proceed in like man- i
i ' _ "The diftrict agent fhould hear the complaint of paupers.and relieve ner'to fix & proper allowance by way of falary, to the overfeer of }
them, or give directions to the overfeer for that purpofe, if neceflary, | the poof, in cafe the gratuﬂitie’sv and allowances provided for him by
i before the meeting of the committee ; and if any perfon travelling on this_ act, fhall not be judged by them an adequate compenfation for l :
| the road, or through any town or place, upon his lawful occafion, [  his trouble, in executing that office; and to nominate. the - perfon i
;f’f fhould by accident, or ﬁf:knefs,. be rendered unable to proceed onhis [  whom they fhall judge beft qualified, and who fhall be willing to un- } :
{? journey, he fhould be immediately  relicved, in fuch manner as his [ dertake it; and “the perfon fo ' prefiding, fhould immediately enter i
| neceflities require, by the overfeer of the place where he fhall then be; |  the name of - the perfon {o nominated, in a book to be provided and
{1{ and fuch overfeer fhould with all convenient fpeed, reprefent the fame §  kept for that purpofe; and if in the: judgment of the veftry the parith |
L S to the diftrict agent, who fhould fee’that every proper accommoda- | fhoyld bé to0 extenfive for the dutp of overfeer to be.properly dif- i
i% ' tion is provided for him. - - .oy o | ‘charg’d by one ‘perfon, - they fhould have power to ‘make a proper ipc
ll o ) o allowance to him to pay an affiftana, whom he fhould provide, with ‘ fi
! ' The diftri& agent in all matters of doubt and difficulty, fhould con- the approbation of the. diftrict agént.‘ E SRR E R S o {3
lji ~ {ult any member or members of the committee, who may happen to S B T v e L li&
?! be near him, and a& under their advice, ’till the next committee J Upon the death or removal of any fuch overfeer, the inhabitants )
i meeting, and then report fuch matters to the committee, withallthe [ of the patifh o place for which hé ferved, fhould forthwith proceed in ff

§ . . !

i circumitances attending them.

A

%;
'The diftri& agent, .as foon as he receives from -the committee the { The overfeer fhould explain to the diftri¢t agent, and .alfo to the ’5
i order for the quarterly contributions from the diftrict for which he diftri& commiittee, if required, theaccount of the three years expen- Hé
i als, thould immediately - calculate’ and compute the “proportion, [ ces, in refpet of the poor, which have been returned to parliament. i
; shich each parifh, townfhip, and place, maintaining its own poor, & . . S o : ii
! is-to contribute to the fam with ‘which the faid diftrict is charg’d; _ He fhould fend to the diftrict ‘agent copies of thofe returns, alfo il
.and after fuch proportions have been made by him, and examin’d and [ “acopy of the affeflments for the year ending at Eaffer, 1786; and ‘of 'i\i
‘allowed by the committee; he fhould, fignify the amount thereof to ! the overfeer’s sccounts, for that and the three preceding years, and he 15
the overfeer of every fuch parifh, townthip, or place, iho fhould | fhould be allswed in his accounts what is reafonable for tranferibing i
. colle@ the fame, by “three monthly afleflments, by virtue of an or- [ ‘them by the diftri¢t agent. - L S
| der from the diftrict committee, = (Sec note, No. 5.) . S T R, S
l S T PP P *" He fhould reprefent the ftate and fituation of fuch paupers as fhall 1
He fhould, previous to the monthly meeting of the diftriét com- from time to time afk for relief to the diftrict agent, and in cafes of ne- :
‘mittee, examine and fettle the feveral averfeers accaunts,, and receive ¥ ceflity and prefent diftrefs, he fhould relieve them before he obtains
“the ballances of money which fhall appear to be in theit hands, and [ an order for that purpofe. - - R
-apply the fame in fuch manner as the committee Thall dire¢t; and . o :
he fhould lay an’ abftra@ of fach accounts béfore’ the committee, " He fhold make the affeffvients monthly, in the ufual manner, for
1 together with an account of all money owing in refpeét of the poor, J§ the fum direted to be taifed by the order of the diftri& committee,
i and of the rates unpaid, if any, in cach parifh, townfhip, or place, § {(which is to be certified to every overfeer by the diftrict agent, when
f ‘within. the diftri&, "(which accounts every ‘overfeer fliould be réquired B the fame has been examined -and approved by the faid. committee) and i
‘to make out and deliver to the diftri& agent).’ . he thould apply it in fuch payments as he fhall be directed to make, by
; Sl R ‘ the diftri& cothmittee, or the diftrict agent. T i
fi RETRPT T S | " He fhould give fecurity to the fatisfadtion of" the' diferi@ committée, i
g . The a& to dire that the occupiers of lands, &c. in each parifh, &c. foi his daly accounting for all-the money which he fhall reccive. %’
s - paying to: the poors rates for lands, &c. of the yearly value of 15l | T A T I
! _fhould meet in veftry, at the ufual place of fuch megtings, on Monddy .V He fhould keep and énter in a book to be provided for that pur- i
L  pext after the z5th day of March in every year, at ‘eleven o’clockin  §  pofe, in 4 fornito be fettled by the diftiict agent, and approved by !
| ‘ : LT T s the L the diftri& cominittée ; an account of all receipts and payments, In i
{ (RN , ‘ - refpect gff
18 3 H
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“refpedt of the poor, to be fettled by the diftrict agent: and the bal.

fance fhould be paid‘into his hands by the overiecr, at the end of

every month ; and the- diftri& agent fhould abftract them into one ac~

count, and lay fuch abftralt before the diftric committee; at the end

“of (,vely quarter, ten d;lys at leaft bcfore the meetmg of the county

COIY}mlthC’

-

The overfem ﬂwould alfo collc& 'md receive the fC\ \,ral new taxes

' -'\by this or any fubfequent a&, authorifed to be laid and impofed upon

perfons keeping “dogs, and upon funday tampike tolls, and alfo, the
feveral forfeitdres and penalties which by virtue of this or any fub-
iefquent a& of: parliament may be thought fit to be .appropriated, for

-the benefit of  the poor, and for an encouragement of the great ob-
3ells to which they are made applicable, as hereafter-mentioned; he

fhould obey all orders and directions which he fhall receive from the
diftrict committee, or the diftrict agent; -he fhould: hear the com-
plaints of the poor peeple, and vifit Thofe who are fick and want re-
m:f and report their fituazion to the diftrict agent. .

And every overfeer thould be allowed to receive - . . . in the
poind, out of the money fo coller"cc,d for his ttouble thercm. " (See
110( ; ho. / ) . '} e i - . o . e T R

““The a& fhould direét by provifo; that nothing therein contained

‘fnould alter or -affe@ the powers,: which overfeers under their prefent
’appozmments, are invelted with, in-cities, boroughs, or towns _corpo-
_rate,’ refpeé’ung the rights of citizens, freemen, or bulgeﬁ'es, in niat-

iers of ele@ion of members of parliament, or of any officers within
{uch cities, boroughs, or towns corporate, but that overfeers in all
fuch pla ces, thould be- nominated, ele¢ted, and appomted for thofe

’

COUNTY COMMITTEE

T he a@c fhould. dxre& a county committee to be chmen, which
fhould confift of {fo mdny members as there fhall be. diftriéts, within

: the'county &c. qualified witheftates of the clear yearly value of 300L
“they fhould be.eleéted by the perfons: who' conftitute the feveral diftrict

committees, within each county, &c. on a day and at a place to be fix’d
by the court of quarter feflions for each county, &c. . as aforefaid, by
ballot, to be taken in the manner herein before direted, concerning the

. diftri€t committées; and that for theinformation of'the perfons who are

to prefide at fuch bauot, a lift of the members of evesy diftrict com-
mittee within- the county, fhould be tranfmitted to each clerk of the

- peace, by the feveral diftrié agents, fix days at leaft before the day
-fixed for taking fuch ballot; and thaton the day of eletion, (previous

“to the ballot,) the feveral p"uons prefenty ,vho {hall be members of it_hﬁz1
I al

“of the EC:!CC for the com

{13 )

faid difriét commlttees fhould choofe from amongﬁ themfelves a chaw

man, to prefide at fuch ballot, and the clerk of the | peace for fuch county
&ec. fhould be directed to take the' poll, & at thé clefe thereof, the chair-
man fhould néminate two pcrfons prefent for fciitineers, who thould
1mmedlately pxoceed in the manner herein before dire@ed, ‘conceraing

the diftri committees, and make' their report to the chairan, at the

time and place he fhall appoint- for receiving: the fame ; which com-
mxttees fhould continue till new ones fhould be chofen, in like manner,
in the year following, upoti the Tike notices, and with- the like qualifi-

cations’; and fo | fucceﬂively fromi‘yéar to yearibut! in' every fuch néw
committee, one half of ‘the gendemen conftituting the preceding’ com-
mitteé, thould be named in évery lift, to be delivered-in at fuch ballgt ;
and no gentlemen fhould be ohlig’d to ferve on that committee more
than two years: fucreﬂlvely, W1thout his confent; .nor fhould any perfon
be eleGted’ upon the’ countv commlttee, who fhall have becn chofm
for that yeat upon any- dmm‘{ commlttee, e

soh IS B TRAY

The county committtée . {hould be direéted to meet at a udy to 'be
named.. by the.chairman who pref ded at the ballot, (which fhould be
notlﬁed to each of thc cgmmlttee, as alfo their eleéion, by the cler}
and afterwards they fhould meet quar-
terly, ‘the ¢ general quarter’ {effions of ‘the peace;” at
‘the” place “where fuch’ qudrter feflions fhall be holden, to recéive-fe-
ports from the feveral diftri® committees, 48 to the {everal-matters
herein before directed, and all others which they fhall find neceffary to
Tay before them; they fhould at their firft meeting ¢lé@ a chairinan'to pre-

fide at their meetmgs “and alfo the clerk of the peace, treafurcr’ of " the

county, or fomeother proper perfon, to be their clerk and tieaiurer 3
and they fhould. fix. .the falary_for him, not-exceeding - per annum,
nor lefs than per annum.  The eleftions of fuch ch'nrman, and

of the clerk and treafuler, to be made’ by a majouty ‘of ‘voices.

IR

That afte1 appomtmg fuch chnrman, and t‘xb clerk and txeafurer,
they fhould . noeminate, by agreement amo‘wl’t the'nfelves, or by the
chairman, »if. they differ in. opmlon, feven at leaft of the commlttee,
to attendthe .fecond. mcetmg, in wluch numbcr three at leaft, who
attended thc former ‘meeting, {honld be 1ncludcd, and in like .manner
with .refpect, to. every fubfcquent meeting ; .and the clerk.and. tre'qurer
fhould be required to give notice from time.to time, to every. pelfon
included in that number, who fhould not ‘have been prcfcnt at {fuch
‘nominations. (which are only intended to. procure: meetings of -a: fuffi-
cient number of the committee men, competent to the buﬁnefs that
fhall ‘copne béfore them, and in no degree to preclude others from at-
tending;); and thebetter. fo. énforce due attendancms, a claufe fhould
be inferted . in the act, .infliting a penaity. of 1cl. for every default
of .any. cominittee-man-: {0 named, in his attendance at the day and

ﬁopr appointed; . unlefs prevented by ficknefs,  or fome -unavoi-

dable
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i dable accident; to be paid into the hands of the clerk and treafurer, : . , it
i and to .be applied by him towards difcharging the expences .of the - T.he county committee fhould confider, from the reports of the i
i commitice meetings; :and in cafe fuch forfeitures fhall not be fufficient diftri¢t committees, and from their . own . obfervations; what public 0
g 1d be paid by the § buildings, as hofpitals for the fick and infirm poor, or as {feminaries g
:Ilé_:

topay the whole expences, the remaining part fhou

but if fuch for- f for the inftraftion and education of ;poor -children;: oras hofpitals-for
| the reception of ideots, lunatics; or infane perfons:may .be neceffary

urer, out of the poor’s rates;
to- be provided, ' for the general -ufe-of the county,. in;order to. carry .

county clerk and treafi or's Idt :
feituges fhall exceed the expences,, the remainder to be applied in fuch

manner as the committee fhall direct... . ~ i
R - . : : - R the feveral ‘purpofes of the ;a@ more:completely-into execution; and

AN

{
i
i
E.
f% e county committee fhould order the county clerk and treafur- fhould have povwer, after ‘fully- confidering the fame, . and procuring
0 er, fairly toonter: the ‘account before A_d;r'e&cd to be made out and [ Proper plans and-eftimates to ‘e made, to-contralt for-the building, |
t delivered to him by the diftrict agent, in a' book orhooks to be pro- K fitting 'up, and furnifhing fuch buildings, in- the ;plaineft .and. moft f
gii vided and kept for that purpofe, that they may have recourfe to them [ «wconomical manner ; and the county:committee: fhould-have power to ?g
‘whenneceflarys - o . ST oo o R bofrows money at intereft, on -the credit iof :the county poor rates, i
L T P N . ‘heteby authorifed -to- be laid, and-of -the cafual ,é‘nd.co_ntingeht‘ fund, ' ‘52
‘The county committee after examining and confidering the reports § hereby provided for ‘the building, furnifhing, : and:»maihtaining fuch ‘
(8 from the feveral diftri committees, refpecting the returns, made to [ hofpitals,’ 6r fentinaries, as. they:thall fo judge neceffary and..conve- %
parliament by the overfeers; if they obferve ‘any omiflions, niifrepre- [ nient to be ‘built-and: provided ; ‘but no countyr;poor;faté thould he i
i Aentations or errors. therein, fhould take every proper means to in- [ ‘made applicable to‘thofe purpofes, “when it {hall:e}géeé&.-‘t»hre'e,:sf‘dﬁ‘rftfﬁ
] veftigate the fame, and to caufe the meditim proportions for the faid [§ parts of the “fimfo: to be fixed -asaforefaid, as, the\medium . annual
three.years to be made as perfect as poflible; and if théie fhall appear “fum for. contribution for the . diftricts, -parifhes, :a_nd;-\p“létgv:esi‘»-aférefa)i'ﬁ.
! ‘to have been any. wilfull ‘miftakes, cpncealmerts or mifreprefenta- | (feenote; Now 65)° - e e e i
0 .tions therein, ‘they fhould direct the nccgffary.p’tbgéediﬁgs'fdrj}ér_;fdr’cin‘g R P B S R T )
| e enslties and punifhients, avthorized and direted.to be Ievied aid . The county committce fhould it their quarterly mectings after ex-
i ‘inflifted upon the offenders for the fame. T ‘amining and confidering the reports.from. the feveral diftrict commit-
i infified sponthe oftpden forthe fames .l e, and dhe fovenl ltimate, which may be g before them, B
4 ** The aé ti direct that every parifh and _place maintaining its own | and-affefs the grofs: fum to be raifed.forsthe .poorwithih their réfpé&iifc .
| 'Pbb.‘f,ﬂfbal ‘Q_'n'tfij‘ ’:.t_e,"tp’;‘:t‘hc gengral "CQl‘lI"lvt_V poor rates; m p;bp‘qr_tion t0 : Counties, duringthe three months- then néxt’éhfui‘ﬁé; “and 'the‘c'ém'xtiy
£ ‘the fams 'xyl}'ic_h‘:tliej}ji paid .on account of their poor, on a medium of “elerk and treafurerifhould cértify.ﬂxe {ame to éi'e’rirf Eif’crié‘t agent, and
:: ‘the faid three yeass, for which the faid returns ‘were made to parlia- [  the proportion thereof which each diftri& fhould contribute t'hérefé :
.ment, “after the fame fhall have been infpetted, fettled, ‘_‘fqr‘;d';gdjuﬁe_d according to the proportions {o to be fixed as aforefaid, which d‘iﬁ’rié
in’ the manner hereby directed. R R agent fhould forthwith communicate the fame to every overfeer of the i
S Conie s R 2wt R poor within his diftriét as herein-before mentioned, -
mmittee, after confidering the feveral returns, and J S i , f

T

~.+“The county committee fhould alfo make an ofdér‘ii;ip‘bﬁ"ﬂlé i:o{mty"
“clerk and treafurer; directing the application of fo mii¢h of the money
. : : arifing from the, faid. cafual and contingent fund, as’ they fhall find
ft the proportions,: which each [ convenient and neceéffary, for the various purpofes to which the fame is

“dccording to thie inedium fo ‘made applicable by this a&. . - .

~ 'The county.co 5 aftes
«examining and correcting the errors, if -any, fhould fix and " afcertain
“the proportions .which: every diftri@ fhall in future contribute to 2

given fum, viz. (10ol.) and certify the fame to the! dﬁ"cri‘é\:»’é‘g‘ent,

‘who fhould forthwith- fettle and adju

P T R e

“parifh and place thould contribute thereto, e g
"to’ be fixed as aforefaid, ‘and lay them before- the diftriét committee Y S e TR
! “for their infpection and approbation. Pt e NI ¢ B The a& to dire&t by provifo, ’th‘a‘t‘_no}‘perfon:abovéi‘févénty-.ye’aré -of
i B Coulieii | age, fhould beoblig'd to-ferve upon any of the committees, unlefs he
- 'THe "qounty\committee;ﬂxould at their-quarterly megtings-examine choofes it. . . = ’ . C e T ]
and infpe@ the accounts of the county - clerk and treafurer;. and allow § T R R T i
_the fame’ if they find them juft; -and: they fhould alfo: infpeét and - Andalfo ,t}lat_jno‘.pe’l‘fon thould be capable of holding any office under ‘i‘?
fuperintend the accounts of -the diftri¢t agents, and the overfeets of |} this a&, who keeps an inn or public. houfe, or is a retailer of {pirituous }i‘
the poor, and if they -obferve any miftalees’ or -inaccuraciestherein, liquors, . A T T t&
they fthould reprefent:thé fame to.the diftrict committee, that:they may TR B I R SR B i
be more minutely examined and correfted:by them, | o e Th I D R .. .PENAL- 35
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( 16 ).

 PENALTIES axp FORFEITUR ES

© o ena& that from and after the 2gth day of Sept 1787, . there be
"paid to every overfeer of the poor and his fucceflors, in every parifh,
' »‘within that part-of Great Britain callld England ; in
‘order to ‘eftablith ‘a'cafual and ‘contingent fund, for the :pur‘pofes” here-
:after’ mentioned,t (ih* cafe, his: majefty fhall, be gracioufly pléﬁfed.uto
«eonfent thereto] all penalties and forteitures incurred or-to be incurred
“by perfons ‘upon forteitare of recognizances, given or. to be 'gi{rer‘i‘ on
‘obtiining licences for felling ale and  vittuals, of rccognizénceé"giﬁéh
-or'to be givei, for'good behaviour and keeping the peace, or for pro-
Jetuting 'fe'lbjfa"si-—"f‘Alf o ‘all pendlties and forfeitures incwrred . of to.be
fincutréd, by virtue of any law now: in being, or hereafter to be made,
‘fc‘)’r"ithef-prefervéti‘ona of -deer,: and " game, - or touching. Qr‘co'ncﬁeiﬁiiig
“Yagrants; or common beggars.— And alfo all penalties and forfeitures
‘to be incurred under; or by virtue.of this act, (bere may be exiumerated
“many other: pénaltics and. forfeitures under Juch pm'ziczzltzt;aﬂﬁ as are bene-
<Heialto “the community, arnd lofe much of  their ¢ffecty for. ""M.J(»livllfiqf , /Jtzfvmg
thofe penaliies and forfeitures enforced) which penalties and forfeitures
Q}Op]d.bq__‘cvqll‘e&ed and received by the overfeer of the poor, for the
“tiine being,"(who fhould'be allowed’ - in the pound for colle&ing
‘them.) * “Evefy overfeer fhould ‘take fuchimeafures for the Tecovery
“thereof, “as thie Taw directs, and keep afeparate account of the money
fo' to be collected, ‘and pay it from'time to time,. into the hands of
whio fhould apply the fame under thedirection of
(8ez

“the county treafiirer,
“the county’ committee; for the purpofes herein-after mentioned.

< Note,: Noi

To ggaé}:@}}qt:frqm and after the 29th Day of Sept. 1787; there be
“paid pnto- the:overfeer of the poor, and his fucceflots, in every parifh,

. townfhip and place, 'within that part of Great-Britain; called England,

. by every petfon who. fhall kéep.any hound, greyhound, fetting dog,

pointer,'?fl)aniél, or other dog, the feveral yearly fums following, as
“an encouragement of the feveral | obje@s liereafter-mentioned, 1o
~ awhich . thofe fums. are. hereby direfted to be applied, that is to {ay,
. For every pack ‘of fox hounds For évery pack of harriers,
“confifting of ten couple or more - For evéry hound under that
number For every greyhound " For every fetting dog

- or dog ufed for themet - = . . For every pointer, Apaniel, and othet
- dog, ufed for finding or running game " Aud for every other
_dog of what kind or {pecies {oever " To be affefled, colleted,
*“and levied by the overfeer of the poor, in fuch manner as the poor’s
. rates. ate by virtue of this aét authorized and directed to be afleffed,

collected and levied, and he fhould be allowed 1s. in the pound {0}‘
_ - his

(a7 )
5is trouble in affefiing and colle@ing that tax and the Sunday tollss
(See Note, No. 9.) . .
 SUNDAY TOLLS,

1t fhould alfo ena&, that there be paid to every overfeer of the
poor, or to fuch perfon as he fhall authorize to receive. the fame, by
every perfon who fhall ride, lead, or drive.any horfe, carriage, or cattle
thro’ any toll-gate or toll-bar, ereéted, or.to be erefted, upon, or he-
jonging to any turnpike road within the limits aforefaid, on the Sab-
bath-day, an additional toll, equalto that which is or fhall be autho-
rized to be colletted and received for the ufe of fuch turnpike road,
except in refpe@t of perfons going' to,. or returning from their parith
church, or other ufual place of worthip, and except at toll-gates, -or
toll-bars, where additional tolls are already ‘aathorized and direGted
to be taken on Sundays, for particular purpofes by virtue of any law
now in being ; and that all the powers and authorities contained-in

h tolls, and punifhifig perfons-

fuch turnpike afts, for collecting fuc
who neglet or refufe to pay the fame, fhall be applied to the addi-
tional tolls hereby authorifed to be taken as fully and effetually, asif
the faid powers and authorities had been hereby repeated and re-enacted; -
which money arifing from the tax upon funday tolls, thould be
paid by the overfeer, into the hands of the county clerk and treafurery
and conftitute part of the cafual and contingent fond herein before
mentioned,  (See Note, No. 9;) S P SR
APPLICATION of the CASUAL and CONTINGENT FUND;
fing from the fotfeitures and penaltios,
tax upon dogs, and funday tolls before-mentioned, and all other money
direGted by the a& to conftitute the cafual and contingent fund, fhall
be applied from time to time un-der the dire&ion of - the county com-
mittee, to the following purpofes, viz. for the emcouragement . of
the Friendly Societies, and Sunday Schools, in the manner herein-after
direGed; for ere@ing buildings for the education and employment of
poor children ; for erecting hofpitals, for the reception and accommo-
dation ‘of the fick, aged, infirm, ¢
proper to be removed from the diftricts wherein they refide; for con-
tributing with other Counties, to the ere®ion of hofpitals, for the
reception and accommodation of ideots, lunaticks, and infane per-
fons, where they fhall be wanted; for paying falaries to the overfeei$, -
1 ioned, and for paying the cormpenfation to his majefty

as herein-meatione
for the diminution of the revenue of excife, by reducing the number

of ale-houfes; (the furplus, if any, to be applicd in aid of the poor’s
,5‘3?65;:)'; ’ ‘ : |

To ena@ that the money ail
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.. FRIENDLY SOCIETIES - . SUNDAY SCHOOLS.
i;( " To ena for the purpofe of encouraging fobriety, labour,” and i ‘ . To ena, that. for inftilling- pr_mc1ples'o_fv-rehg-10n- into the:mmds
i duftry, that in all cafes whete friendly clubs or focieties, have been of . poor: children; and for inftructing :them 1 “their r‘ellgliousAlaxxd mo-
eftablifhed, under fuch rules, orders, and regulations, as fhall be ap- yal -duty, in the early part of life, and ‘to.encourage t}}e‘fundz}y
s proved by the county committee, after they have been tranfmitted ] {chools, -which have been \e{’cabhih‘ed under the patronages »and_ at th
o to them, by the prefident, mafter, fteward, or other perfon who thall expence of .many re{petable perfons, the -county committee .ihou"ld
i then -be' at” the head of fuch. club.or fociety, the county. committee ; procure a colletion of fuch books, as may be fit for:thofe purpofes, an
M fhould have power to.orderfuch fum .as they fhall think proper, not. ! and the expence to be paid by the county treafurer, out of _tht,’ mpne{
3 exceeding oxne fhilling per week,. to be paid to.every poor perfon who arifing from the poor’s rates, and :that a '.’fufﬁgex}t,‘number ‘of ﬁl% L
[' fhall have contributed to . the . fund belonging, to ithe fociety whercof ! books thould be-placed in the hands -of every diftri¢t agent, and tobe 1
i he'is 2 member, for =,  years or more, fo long as {fuch poor.perfon | fent by him to-the patrons-of thofe {chools, upon their requeft in writ= i‘s
t fhall from' ficknefs, lamenefs,. or other infirmities, by ‘the rules of : ing, {pecifying the number they. want; apd thofe patrons {hould diftri- h
4 the - faid " fociety, “be. entitled to .a.weekly. allowance. out of the ; ‘bute them amongft the poor children, in fuch manner as tbey fhall ' fﬁ
w fund or box "Qf_ fuch . fociety,  over and above.the allowance which | #hink fit.- (See note, ‘No.xo.) T L L gﬁ
,L he« fhall receive. from the faid club or fogciety, .and. fhall dire& | e B Ao NS, ) ’ﬂ
i the' fame . to be paid by their treafurer, out of .the cafual or contin- | - CHARITABLE DON ATIO NS. o i
it ~gent fund, hereby . ettablithed . o . 3 T : T L f
o e e e e T S o . i - *The county Committee fhould, after infpe@ing the reports ‘made ggg
i - And to enatas.a further encouragement of -the faid friendly fos | by the diftrit committee, inveftigate all fuch matters, refpecting the i
& cieties,-that as foon as any new club or fociety, fhall. be. eftablithed, | charitable donations, as fhould appear doubtful or-obfcure in the re- H
i confifting of one hundred members or more; and the: riles and orders | tumns made, and be enabled to call for fuch further evidence as may be g
: made” for the government of them, fhall be tranfmitted to,: and ap- | neceffary to explain thems and if there is juft caufe to fufpet any i
i proved and ‘confirmed by the county..committee; they may diret ‘ fraud or concealment, they fhould be §mpowereq to'pu.rfue quh. lﬁgal ﬁ
!ij their treafurer to pay to the fteward of every fuch fociety, any fum _the:}é { ‘methods, as the law allows, for making fuch difcoveries, P?mﬁ‘,‘.‘?& ; LZ‘
may think fit, not exceeding = on having fecurity given for the due , ‘the offenders, and enforcing the objefts of {uch g.lonatlons.’ - And’ lt ‘
ikl application thereof, in aid of the benevolent purpofes of fuch fociety, jt fhall appear to them that-there. are any eftates 1n- land or -money,
By L L I ' which had been given to charitable purpofes, and the.proﬁts or pro-
§ That in order to' give force :and - effett to the feveral rules, ' -duce of them have been’ withheld, or have been {ecelved, by perfons
v orders, and regulations, which have been, and fhall be formed. and who have not accounted for them, nor have any Tight to .fe,talll'ﬁ.*‘??”
[( eftablithed by anyfriendly club, or focicty, after the fame, thall be for their own ufe, they fhould direc fuch Profecutlons as'may be‘e.ﬁ‘ec?- i
e ~approved and confirmed by one of his majefty’s: judges of aflize; ~ tual for recovering the fame, and applying them to~the'ufes pointed
ig; : powers fhould be given by the att to the prefident; mafter, freward, ; .out, ‘or intended by the donor; the expences of all which p rofea}}
i‘ or gthcgr perfon; who fhall -be placed at the head of any fuch club or tions,’ and proceedings, thould be p’al_d by the county treafurer out o :
i fociety, to enforce the .payment of any fine, forfeiture or penalty, to , ;'thepoor’»s rates, or the cafual and contingent fund, as the_'cc?url_‘_c)f Co.xin,‘ i
_ be ‘incurred. by any perfon or perfons for a breach of any fuch rules, ' *.mittee fhall judge proper.” (SeeNote No. 8) 13 ’
orders,- and regulations,” and to recover from the treafurer, or any o- v T TP A A o ‘ - gy b
i ther perfon authorifed to- receive money . for the ufe of fuch.club or COUNTY CLERK and TREAS URER. )
fociety, all fom and. fums of money which fhall be"due from them to ' V ' . N i
i the faid clab or fociety, by .diftrefs and fale of the goods and chat- - "The act to. dire@ -that the county clerk’ and treafurer fhall ‘pay, .an.d 1
, tels of the perfons fo indebted, by virtue of a warrant from a juﬁiée ' apply all the money he fhall receive from the poor ratess and alfo
i of. the. peace, after. the party has been fummoned, and the debt a1l the other money arifing from the faid cafual ?“d contingent fundi B
(I ~duly proved; which {ummons: and warrant the juftice fhould be aus to fuch perfons, for fuch purpofes, and in fuch manner-as :hg (hal !}
b thorifed to grant, : : U from time to time be directed by the county commitice, = © f;:
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He fhould alfo be required to give fuch fecurity for his dyly ac
counting  for 'the money which fhall come to "his hands :aZ ;hn:,
county .committee fhall dire¢t. He {hould conftantly 'att’ena the
meetings of the county committee, and lay before them the re oits
from the diftri¢t committees. Hée fhould alfo Iay: before theﬁ] ;
ftate of A'thg general accounts, fhewing what money has been covllz':c‘;
ted and ‘paid, within each -diftti@, and what rémains in the hands

of each diftri& agent.

. He fhould carefully and puﬁé’cua!]Y aifcliarge the feverai dutiés laid

upon him by the a&, and enter and keep. in feperate books - i-
ftin€t account of ‘money received and paid, mp refpect ‘gf'sth(;n;og; ;
and another in refpect of the {aid cafual and contingent fund.” - 2

He fhould alfo make ap all his ‘zicq‘ountks’, and h'jr‘ther’n hefore the

county committee, at the end of each quarter, and fhould particu-
larly ftate.’to. them. the ﬁgm of money ' then! rémaining in his
}}ands}, upon eaph of the fz.ud accounts; all which accounts fhould
bg fau'I]y 'tranchxbed,falxd laid. before " the county committee attheir
quarterly meetings, for théir infpe@ion and confideration if ap-
proved, they fhould allow them, ~*. ~~ -~ = = - . a?ld l’f aPN

_ ALE HOUSES
Tn order, to reduce the puxﬁbcr.v of inferior ale-houfes, whiéharéz.ijr

the moft part, kept by very mean perfons, and
the C part, Yy mean perfons, and are the general fourc
of idlenefs, debauchery, and poverty.  To erac that gfrom and l:f::

the firlt day of Septémber, 1787, no licence fhall be granted to any ’

perfon for kecping an ale-houfe, inn, or vittualling-houfe, unlefs it
thall appear by 2 certificate from the commiffioners, or-{ome proper
officer of the excife, that the perfon to whom fuch’ licence isptopbe
granted, or.the perfon who was licenc’d to the fame houfe, yea
dext preceding, had paid-duty for, or fold . harrels of ale, at Jeaft
for which duty had been paid.  And further to enaét, that to ,m‘ake‘u ,
the deficiency which may be occafion’d in the duty of excife, u og
aie or beer, by fuch reduétion of the number of ale-houfes. there fhpau
be paid to his majefty and his fucceflors, an additional d’uty of
upon eyety licence to felf al¢, which fhall be granted in futpre, -

And thé county committee fhould b & to o
na the county commitee { be direed to order a payment
to :hxs.mglei’ty, agd his {:L1cqe{§0:s, out of the faid county poor xgtz and
the faid cafual and contingent fund. at the end of every. year, of a fur
ther {um, which thall be equal to one ’ he du hich
was paid within each county, from the houfs ' i
gi»,r: year ending the g5th day‘of’_‘fzt{y,"x787. : Tt 'I‘Pddcgd’ N

And

fe, for the year

- part-of the duty which

(21r)

. And for the information of the juftices of peace, who are by law to
grant the licences for fuch ale-houfes, the proper officer of the excife,
fthould be directed to fend alift of the names of all fuch perfons, as appear -

‘by the excife books, or from information which the commiflioners of

excife fhall receive, upon a proper requifition for that purpofe from
the excife officers, within the feveral divifions in cach county, to have
paid duty for no more than - barrels of ale, orbeer, in the year pre-

ceeding, (feenote No. 11.)

"SMALL DEBTS

. Tt may be proper to make provifion in this or a feperate a&t, for
the more eafy recovery ‘of fmall -debts, and- for preventing the evils
and diftrefles'which poor perfons and their families are fubjeét to on
that account, . (See Note No. 12.) ‘ R A

" VAGRANCY. .

Tn order to prevent vagrancy, the bill may ena@, that no perfon
who has a wife, child, or children, chargeable to any parifh or place,
thall be permitted to leave them, and go to refide in any other pa-
rifh or place, at the diftance of ‘miles, without firft obtaining a
certificate,. or teftimonial in writing, under the hand of the overfeer
of the poor of the parifh or place where he fo refides, {pecifying the
caufes of his departure from fuch parifh or place, and the name of
the parifh or place to which he intends going, the rout or courfe -he
means ‘to take, and alfo the time when he purpofes. to return to his
family, which teftimonial fhould be allowed by the »‘céiﬁri‘& agent, by

- writing indoxfed - thereupon; and figned by him, before it fhall have

p=]

any effet.

- Alfo to ena®, thatif any perfon fhall depart from his wife or fa-
mily, who. are chargeable to the patifh, without firft obtaining, fuch
teftimonial, or if* any fuch perfon able to work. and maintain his fa-
mily, fhall not work to the -extent of his ability, but live in a habit
of idlenefs, or fpend the money he earns in ale-houfes, or places of
bad repute, and fuffer his wife, child, or children, to be chargeable to
the parith or place where they are fettled or refide, he fhould, upon
complaint made to a juftice of peace, if the facts above alledged are
proved, bé committed to the houlé of correétion, and there. kept to
hard labour three months for the firft offence, fix months under clofe
confinement for the fecond offence, and for the third offence, he fhould
(if able to ferve his majefty as a foldier) be compelled to {erve as a
foldier in fome -garrifon or place beyond the feas, foi five years; and
if not able to ferve his majefty in that capacity, he:fhould be con-
fined a clofe prifoner, in fuch houfe of corretion, and kept to hard
fabour for 12 months, and afterwards fhould continue fo confined and

: B3 ' 7 employed,
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(22 Yy . ] (,. 23 )‘.
; hend the: offender; - or to caufe fearch to be made‘for'him innnedlz\tcl_y,
from- parifh to . pasifh within the diftri¢t; and if: not found, -to get il
e e L L : P defcription of his perfon, and to caufe the {ame to f.be pn?;e@i)c Wi'tﬁf }
o enaét:that if the overfeer of the poor, . or any conftable, head- his crime, and‘pt;rfug lzllx.x}z.by 111u°c‘l]arl1decrgfﬁdfr%?1’ dé%;& Eﬁ (’E rli éil;uaée r:t,
borough, watchman, beadle, or other peace officer fhall {ee any:perfon. he: fhall be -apprenende e -n angﬁ hu et )b o Xifed.'t(; give‘ N
begging, or.afking alms, or charity from door to door, or-in any ftreet: overfeer, :,c,c_m;ﬁa%)le,;.an _peace o c.elt‘{,l-}i . ?:;11 e, fq red o BVS eat
ot highway, -he fhould. be required by the a& to apprehend and convey | beft-afliftance. ‘_lfhalt when taken, he fhould be pro dCC}l .Mh}; he agent
him immediately to fome juftice of peace, who fhould on proof of the. i of ,t,h.f%..dlﬁr:l&,g ;Wllelle}ﬂ‘ tl‘{?--'QfFél?C? w az %0,1)111{11~ttc ’t : ggthel{éidlca'{’da :
fa&, commit every fuch perfon to the houfe of corre@ion, there to be ; charged to ;thc—;cpu_;nty. treafurer, :and p%l,l, d‘)-rﬂnmll gu o e ended
kept to hard labouz, if. able! to- ‘work, " for' any tinie not exceeding i and contingent:fund., That if the ?ﬁcg ler fhould not be Pl?li hended

‘ : ' 4 ] within three months from the time the offence was committed, t -

|

entployed, for any further time which the juftices in their "qual‘.térfef«
fions fhall think fit, not exceeding 1z.months.. : - ST

3

three calendar months; and if any perfon who is not a peace officer, : ADORAS N S fate £ el. (if it
thall fee any fuch perfc;n i1 the fituation before  deferibed, he fhould habitants of fuch, parifh or place fhould incur a .f.o’.“fu'fru?e o t5 b-é ro
\ svei-him into- nds. of: :, was a capital offence, and 2l 1o0s. if an inferior offence) to. be :
be empowered. to apprehend and delivei-him into .the hands. of fomé: p :  and paid into the hands of the i
conftable; or other peace officer, who fhould be required-to” take him. coveted by the overfeer of :the' poor, and patd 10to LAk B = t s
L, o] : i aoorehended him 1 at.. county treafurer, . for the bepefit of the faid cafual and contingent ;
before a magiftrate, and the perfon who apprehended him 'fhould .at-: Nty t1eaztiis, . 2 e Tovied by diftrefs and’ fale, apoen. the - ‘lgh
tend as a witnefs, and the juftice on proof of the complaint, fhould i fund; and if not paid, to be levied, by dilreis and e f 1,1’ ds and. - i
proceed in the manner before dire€ted. - ' ' . | goods and chattles of any onc or more of the occupiers of Jands &Hs i
] y the manner before . ; senements within fuch parifh and place, andlthe reft of ’Fh(?tlocculmié i
. N : N ! i1 ) -11e iB oreto,. i ortions they are to . b
To ena@ that privy fearchés thould be made by the- conftable, and ! fhould be compelled to.contribute thereto, m the proportions "= = -y i
other peace oﬁicefs,ﬁ v{/heﬁéver dirc&ed by Warrzl{;t"from a juftice of : contribute to' the poots rates, by virtee ",f-‘h"s ,a&' (fee “m ISQ' [ 31 i
. peace; who fhall have received information of - rogues, vagabonds, or . ] 1 [ W UM Iy herein- [
! idle and diforderly perfons, being in any place’within his jurifdiction; Q That if any perfon fhall be found P@f%qgmg = fé’; e be ‘appm_ ‘;
i and that all perfons who fhall be found on fuch fearches, who do not : before. defcribed, within any parifh or place, anc, dire@ed, the inha- - 4
give' a‘good account.of themfelyes, but fhall ‘appear to be idle and hended and profecuted in the p'lﬁnﬁe.r: hmemfb;ffgtirelg; :65{ 'for‘e\‘f'ér)‘f
11 diforderly perfons, fhould. be .apprehended and taken before a juftice bitants of {fuch P'affﬂl'aild Rlac‘? in,.ad‘ mgal afl,q 1 in the m'innéf nd fof
i of péace, -and if. he fees juft caufe, he may commit them to the houfe fuch negledt, to fbe recovg_xeqapcfl ['ag;sgpfg& ,{sn’ P AT A y
i‘ ‘ of corre@ion, to.be employed in- hard labour, -untill the next quar- the purpofes before mentiond, ICIPECRG BEO™e - -0 -t . ?
t: ter feflions, when: the court. . conti ‘them - confined ‘to  hard: STy SRS P s e difeovers i
e e ey o ool Bt | g s mtodat e ey ol s
i end of their confinement, order them to Pe conveyed from diftrict to ng and apprehending all. perfons V{-ho' ron aw?{}:d‘ r_oml ; here the ' it
) diftri@. to the place where they were laft fettled T ‘ children, and leave them chargeable to.the parilh or piace W N Yy i
) SRR P - y e . o were {ettled or refided, in cafe two- juftices off tlhc p&:‘ace‘begorivw 'Om'r’i ;
i st . S [N .  " . . Lo . i e L . . : \ e O »UPO . i
i ~ And the A, tha Sy g NPT - jnformation and camplaint, fhall be rgade of the offence, thall, upor
[ e o s, i cvry o who Bl e or | PR i nd ot of e |
i perfons of the defcription aforefaid, for.a longer time than. ~ hours, fon fo_offending, thmk fit to order and direc “L:m.l pe AR50 )’ o
it wnlefs detained by ficknefs, or upon fome lawful -bufinefs, or occa- be made. P e o _
i fion, fhall forfeit. a fum.not more. than .40s.. nor-lefs than zos.. at C SR A L At haoe aower to, fammon
i) T NS PPN TR E iy . To ena@, That the juftices. of :peace {hall have power to jummo
x% t.he,dl;?::r‘e;t_l,o_n{of thejuﬁmeof .ygac@by_whom.he‘ {ha;llbe §OQYléi€d? igmy'.perfonfwhqnxakés.ééfault in payment Oi‘v»aﬁy Qéf*t th“;}“?z a{,]d "a{é »
B A U R .G L A RV, BT T ONN . V. feffments authorifed to be raifed by virtue of. the act, and 1 they do .
B U R G . L A R ‘ .gé» Fe E : k. O LJ . Ya - ot hew goodi caufe for thei_‘r -'-efufal, to. levy.th_ {ame upon .then'
s T e goods .and chattels by warrant of diftrefs and fale, and that any inha-

’Theb:llfhould alfo ena® that When_évei' a Bllrglar)} 01 ‘,,fel.o‘nyf fhali

bitant of the county fhould be a competent witnefs, notxyithﬁa_ndmgg ,
his contribation to the rates,~—-And that there fhall be a power -0

: o \ NPy . 2 . 3 ity 1 : ent

. have beén committed, notice thereof fhall . be immediately’ given: to - appeal to the quarter. {gﬁio_l}s, A2 tgany. ?,ne(‘_luaht"}.im the aﬁ'effm o
the conftable,  or other peace.officer, of - the parifh:or. place-where the' - N T . Thaf ,
offence was. committed, who.fheuld be. reauired forthwith to-appre- I n
RS o | hen | '
:
Y
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" *That t}I{e“ juftices thall alfo have power ‘By thelike means to enforce the
payment of any forfeiture or penalty incurred by virtue of this act.

. That in. order to have the provifions of tfzis a& duly attended to,
and enforced, returns of the money raifed and expended within each

county and diftri®, fhould be made quarterly, by the direftion, and

‘under the infpe@ion of the feveral diftri&, and courity - committees,
at a certdin tinie in every year, to the clerk of the parliaments, in
fuch method and order as fhall be expreffed in the fchedule annexcd

to the aét; that the fame may be digefted and printed, for the in-'

formation of the members of both houfes of parliament. '

Powers thould be. inferted for the diftri® committees to bind out
poor childen apprentice; to trade or hufbandry, and to take proper
covenants from the' muafters for their care and inftruétion ; alfo to al
fow thofé bound to trades fémething, towards putting them into bufi-
nefs, when their time expires, if their behaviour deferves it.. Alfo
powers for the governors of work-houfes, and other officers appoint-
ed under this a®, to fet up any trade, fqr,.enlployﬁng;the poor peo-

ties, and forfeitures; by the 9 G. 1. c. 7. the 16 G. IL c. 18, the
26 Geo. IL. c. 27, concerning the powers of juftices of peace, in
executing the faid laws; by the 8. and 9. W.IIL tongerning the
wearing of badges; and by the 17 Geo. II. c.  concerning rogues,
vagabonds, -and_other idle and diforderly perfons, (commonly called
the, vagrant act] by the 23 Geo. IIL for the better relief and em-
ployment of the poor, thould beduly examined and confidered, the fub-
ftarice of fuch parts of them as may be found neceflary to’ promote
the purpofes of this bill, and which are no't.al.ready*mcluded in its
provifions, fhould be formed into.a feperate bill,” and the whole of.
thofe alts repealed by fuch'new atl, in order te prevent trouble and
confufion hereafters =~ - e R

Befides the repeal of the. a&’s ﬁbovc—meﬁtidne’d; théremay'alfo be

- repealed, as becoming ufelefs and unneceflary, in confequence of the

regulations ‘here made, the feveral ats following,’ viz. 3. and 4. of
W. and M. ¢ 11. 13- and 14 of Car. IL c. 12. 3 -of Ja. IL ¢/
13, g of Geo. L c. 7. 8. g-of W. IIL ¢. 30.'g and 10 of W.
ML ¢ 11. 12 'of Ann c. 18. and 3 -of Geo. 1. c. 29. concerning
the relief, fettlements, and removal of poor perfoms, =

nle by the direion of the committee,

"The feveral powers and dire@ions given [by 43. Eliz. c. 2, by 7 Jams

1.c. 3, by 3 Ann, ¢. 6, by 4 ann. ¢, 19. by 8 Amn; ¢. 9, by 20 G. 2, i o . v . o o :
c. 19, concerning apprentices,and by the 7 fec. of 43 Eliz. for obliging I SR e S ‘ i
- pareiifs and children to relieve each other. By the § G. 1, c. 8, [ S A R -
to overfeers, for receiving -the rents and profits of eftates, and to s ST Lo T R : i
feize the goods of perfons who run away, leaving their wife, child, or P : ‘ s S ‘ ’ ¥
children, chargeable to the parith. By 43 Eliz. c. 2, fec. 3.
to juftices to rate other parithes, within the Hundred, in aid.of
any parifh ‘much burdened with poor, and for obliging the overfeers
- to account for fuch money. By the 43 Eliz. c. 2. {. 5. for authorif-
ing the overfeers, with the confent of the lords of manors, to build
habitations for poor people, on the waftes or commons. By g Geo. I,
c..7: for authorifing overfeers to hire houfes, to employ and lodge poor :
perfons in. By the 18 Eliz. c. 3. 3 Car. I.c. 5, 12.13. Car, H. c. 12. |
f. 19. 7 James L. c. 4. 6 Geo. IL. c. 31. refpeéting provifions for baf-
tard children, and the punithment of their parents. By the 17 Geo. IL.
€. 5, concerning women delivered of children in places they do not be-
JIong to. By the 17 Geo. IL e . 37. concerning the lands
liable to be rated to the -poor, and for publithing the poor’s P R _ _ {
rates in the church, after they thall be made and allowed. By the ; e T . I " I
17 Geo. II. c.' 38, and 43 Eliz: ¢ 2. {. 2. comncerning poor’s R - o o ' ' j
rates, and the overfeers accounts. By the 43 Eliz: ¢. 2. 17 Geo. z. |
c. 18. aid 38. the 8. 9. Wil. IIl. ¢. 30. the 17th Geo. IL ¢. 38. i’
refpefting the making affeffments, and appeals thereto, and the levy- o S - : : v , - {
ing the money by the overfeers, and alfo the Ievying of fines, penal- o : " - o :
I

|
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G T I .~ B the moft convenient time and place for taking th fi : ‘ :
NOTES: referred - to in the BILL, . . B diftri® committee. place for taking the firft ballot for the

'

-

O AT IO TR ~ : oo AThe fﬁbfequeﬁt' annhal:l.)allvot Will"Be taken 'at.;c‘t':.rt;dnutiir‘n § "‘d:’
R ~~Note_-~v:’~ No. 1. . -} place, in the manner directed by the aét L S e anes

T.H_E' fuecefs of this plan depends in a greaf meafure, upon the Tn the cities of London and Weft minfter. and othet: areat. tons.
.- appointment of the commiflioners and their exertions n thedif- § where there are very large parifhes, not- ine orporated b ;a& i 'pa:ft}" .
charge -of their duty. 'The neceflity of diftrits appears evident;. § Jiament, the commiffioners fhould have power 0 miake fuch parifhes .
{par6chial divifions, being. in - general too {mall, for the proper care. ' feperate diftriCts, or unite them with others for that purpofe -pésiiﬁé's
and employment-of the poor)—and.if parifhes are left.to form con-, R provifions of the act will be fonnd to operate ver convenient’l' in all
aexions with each other, at their own difcretion, it is not likely to. B fuch cafes; and the diftri& agent will be in theyfam Gt t'y -
be done. The act-of 23 Geo. IIL which was made for that purpofe, ! yeftry clerk now-is, within 'rﬁan  cities and towns ¢ lituation as 3
having been in very few inftances.enforceds -~ . SN I T y e T R
S e PR, . No. 3. p.'6, ’
If this Bill thould meet with that countenance and attention, which =~ .o o A » R
the importance ‘of it requires’ - the members for the feveral counties, W - There are many things to be inferted in the app‘ex{dix',‘ which ¢can=.

will, without: doubt, before the time.it fhall be in the committee, [! notbe ready.to accompany. this,. but'will be prepared hereafter, =

make it their bafinefs, to colle@ fromithe moft diligent enquiries; the R« . oo o A SRR

names of fuch gentlemen as are beft qualified for, and are willing to §1 - - om0 No, 4. Pp. 7, B
undertake the duty of commiffioners, and propofe their names in the : , LT e "

il committee, who will infert them for each county, if approved, withe It is apprehended conveniencies will be found within fome o6f the

1%} in the blanks which will be left for that purpofe. ’ parithes in each diftri, probably with little alterations, for receiving

;]‘&i; v : g - B and employing fuch poor perfons as may be neceffary to be fent to

{}“ Thofe who undertake, and execute with fidelity, this honorable them, -of. if not, buildings may -be hired. for a fhort time; till. more

lil ¢ruft, (which cannot employ them for many months) will merit the [ fuitable and convenient workhoufes can: be provi ded, T

,‘5 efteem of the public; and it is not doubted, but it will be chearfully o s

iy accepted by a fufficient number of gentlemen, who fhall be qualified § .. .. No, 5. Page. 104 . .

it for it ; but in cafe the members for any county, &c. fhould not pro- ¥ B o
pofe the names of {feven perfons properly qualified, who had confented It may be proper to have a table fixed up in every committeé toom,
to the nomination, provifion may be made in the a&, for any other § ! and delivered to every overfeer, fhewing the quantum, that each diftrict
member prefent in the committee, who has 300l a year eftate within and alfo each parifh and place, will be obliged to contribute to any’
the - county, riding, &c. to propofe any gentleman duly qualified, . given fum, to be raifed by -the whole county; in proportion to the
who fhall have confented to act if appointeds A - medium of the three years expences of the poor, ‘when fettled and ads

jufted for thé fame county,. in the manner direéted by the Bill, = -
No. 2, Page 5. ' L A R S
Tt is apprehended the commiflioners (who will be perfons moft re- §- ~ I,\I:'Q"’ 6p 15 ) o
fpectable in charaller and fortune, and eleGted from different parts ¥t may be proper for the county committee at their ineefiﬁg ~when
of the county) whilft they are making the neceffary enquiries for form- |/ they have confidered the reports from the diftrict committees ';efpe&-
ing the diftriéts, will very eafily collett fuch information as may en- I: ing the inftruéion and education of poor children, to limit ;hp num-
able them to judge what will- be a proper falary for cach diftiit | ber of thofe who are.to be-admitted from cach'-di{’c,ti& for the Eurpofe
agent ; and alfo what will be a proper qualification, for the committee | | of receiving a ‘different education; and in .regard t:, the buildings,
men in each diftrict, and alfo for thofe who are to elet them, as thefe §'| they fhould be brought within the’ limits ref%fibed by. the ac, %e:
qualifications may be neceflary to be varied according to the circum- § fpeé’cing-t-hé’application- of the poor’s mtcg? M Y B S
ftances and fituation of the feveral diftricts; and likewife what will ?6 S AU N P A ‘

‘ R e b s

.. No,7¢
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No. 7. ps 12 and 16.

Thefé allowances to the overfter, for collecting the fqrfe;@:gs(,i pe«
alties, and taxes, will; it is apprehended, be¢ a fufliciefit’ in P\Ct‘ﬂ
Irlnent' t,o an a@ive fenfible man, .to uxldcrtakehthat (_)fﬁ;:‘e, “;htih is é)f
it in: tion of the purpofes of the a&;
.ry great importance in the execution tpe ’ 285
{’);iyﬂgm any Ii)'uch parifhes-or places they thould not be thgght lil'uﬂi._
cient, thofe who elect him are impowered to make a further allows
131 A Sy - ‘ )
ahce, at the time he iselefleds -

Lo .A  1 No. 8 ps 1"9 ‘»

Ifmthecourfe of {hééﬂ.quiries about.the charities, 1t fhall appedr,_
that any Alands, or money, have been vefted m.truf’cees, for t.he 1bene.ﬁc
or iti hich from any accident, or particular cir-
and fupport of charities, w c : cel o cula cir-
: taking effect; it may be prop - th
cumftances, are not capable o ing » y be proper for the
oiflature tc ive:infc : bout them, and to diret the app
iflature to recelve.qur.mz}uon abo -
lcixgtion theteof, to fuch charitable obje%s, as. rilgay be t}];lo{ygh; gec;i’;v E)::e
i i t {uffer trufteés, whofe n
ial to the community, and not fuffer. ces, wh ;
gifli; -ufed for the purpofes of .recetving and.diftributing them, tore
tain or apply them to their own ufe. o

e - No. 9. ps 17

4 n ‘ il o ith a dou-
" 'This tax upon dogs, and the Sunday tolls will operate wit
: bleTi];;et?’tx; uz?t the'fgme"time‘ correéting abufes, and a.ﬂ'lordlrx}l% a r((:)\lr;:
nue to be applied for the moft falutary pm:po_fes? which wi ra;; o
mend them very much to the public; ‘and it is hoped mect w1
approbation and countenance of the leglﬂgture. o

No. 10. ps -1;9,':»

The. & mifs . in poor children, are
[ nd miftrefles who are to inftru¢t the poor chi ; A
At T::;enr:? {;zzfiaby patrons and benefactors, and it feems proper that it
?ho?xld be {6 continued, ‘as they will -by-that means have more m;
fluence over fuch inftrutors, and be better enabled to keep them tole
proper difcharge of their duty ; therefore the encouragement from th
county committee is only applied to Boq%{s_.._ ,

‘No. 11, p. 20..

vT}-xis Regulatioﬂ refpe@ing alehoufes it is apprehended may be

" jnade with very little trouble, and is effentially neceflary as‘a founda-

tion to the —TIt will be the means of fup-

ion to the reform propofed by the att.—It will be the ) | P
'nroerflﬁ;o- mfmy difofder};y Houfes;-and the}'eby preventing mu:_:hﬁlr;l{f
Iéhiéf’ —g-;rl‘lxofe alfo who obtain Licences, will have their com{i-mt mh\}x&
o y N - . > . . Cu . ;.
ly ‘infpe_fted, as it will be the duty of the overfeers to profe e i

( 29)

enforce the penaltics of the recognizances againft all perfons, who
keep diforderly houfes. L e 2

_But if confiderable difficulties and inconveniences fhould he. likely
to attend that made, for procuring a reduion of the number of ale-
~ houfes, the following is. fubmitted to confideration, viz. 'That the
next midfummer quarter feffions, to appoint two or three juftices in
every. hundred and divifion,  to view the feveral ale-houfes within
their. refpeCtive diftri@s, and the condition, fituations and circum=
fances, in which each houfe, and alfq the occupier thereof appears ;
and to hear complaints of diforders committed at fuch houfes, if
any ; and report the whole .to an adjourned feflion of the juitices, to
. be holden in the month of auguft; at which feflion the court thould
determine what houfes are fit to be licenced again, and give direti-
ons accordingly. And the a& may dire, that no houfe {hall be li-
cenced for the year enfuing, but thofe which fhall be approved and.
dire¢ted to be licenced, at the faid adjourned feffion, = - ~ i .-

.~ N.B. If it ‘ﬁmqld be thoﬁ’ghtproper to Iajr acoziﬁdérablé additional

occafion for making up the deficiency in the duty to his majefty, out
of the county poor’s rates, and the cafual and contingent fund, -

. As poor people are very. much harraffed and diftrefled by the me-

. thods now taken for the recovery of fmall debts, -in the: county, and

i other inferior courts, it {eems worthy the - confideration of  the legi-

| flature, when they are forming a plan for the relief and proteétion of
poor people;” to provide fome means, if pofiible, for redrefling thofe

| grievances which ‘contribute much to the ruin

Codles, o * -

This. may be better un}d’e;‘ﬁoo‘d ﬂby\referr'igg to a recent inﬁén_,ce',.a‘-
: mongft the many, which are notorious in every part of the country,.

A poor labourer owing 1. 64, for Shop Goods, was ferved wih
- 2 fummons to -appear at the hundred court, and in the margin of the

| fammons was printed as under.

Warrant to fue - oL - :

Lntering action, fummons, fervice, and fee 3
%rlfhdl'a“’ing, and fee - @

N ) et
OO N

Cofts 6 10

jutices of peace’ in - every- county, fhould be direfted at their.

duty upon licences, to be granted in future, “there will probably be no

of many poor fami-

e
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; ;this . poor man was charg’d with -a fum,a-
bove four times the amount of the debt, at the inftant he -had notice
of any aion being commenced againft him, which he muft éither
fabmit to, however unjuft the demand might be; or fuffer his goods
‘to be diftrain’d,’ &c. &c. and, hazard -a-much greater expence by the
“Jeaft delay. If thereforea general a& could be obtained,  for.the ea-
{y and fpeedy recovery of {mall debts under: 4os. in a fummary way,
at a moderate expence, by fummons and hearing before.a-juftice .of
peace, in the manner {ervants, labouters, &¢- are allowed, to recover
their demands againft thofe who -employ them, by virtue ‘of the
Statute of zo Geo. IL. and thofe inferior courts could be abolifhed,
thefe poor people would be refcued from: the oppreffion of a fet of
bailiffs, and low mifcreants, .who pradtice in them, and every juft
debt might be fpeedily recovereds ¢ R T

" ' No.‘fxgl.ip.v':'oy.g. o

- By which proceeding,

Tt is hoped by virtue of the late als, all the houfes of corred ion in the
kingdom, will be put under fuch regulations, as will make that pu-
nifhment inflicted by hard labour and . confinemtent there, ‘effeftual to
reform . the offender, .and prevent a »i'e'peltitionjlof -the offence, and
that the hue and cry will be the miearis under the feveral regulations
of this a&t, of difcovering and dete@ing all atrocious offenders againft

the law. -

1t will be neceffary to have a fchedule annexed, by way of appen
dix, which fhall contain rules, ordegs, and: regulations, for the:go-
wernment of the officers and perfons who fhall be admitted intp
the work-houfes, ‘hofpitals, and {eminaries, to be erefted under
~ the authority of the aét; and for regulating their diet, and accoms
modating them with proper medical affiftance, when it fhall be ne-
ceffary; and for the due obferyance  of religious ‘duities therein ; for
providing, with due care and attention, proper govérnors’, mafters,
and matrons; for buying materials, and making contraéts for all
buildings to be eretted ; and alfo for buying cloathing, vi€uals, &¢,
“all which rules, orders, and regulatioris,' fhould be digefted- and fet:
‘led, upon the beft and moft oeonomical plan which can be formed
‘and adopted for that purpofe; after infpecting and confidering thofe
‘rules, “&c. which have been already- fettled and approved, in the el
regulated hofpitals, and works of that kind.© - .o T :
"Thefe may be collected whilft the bill is depending
commons, before it goes into the cominittecs *

.

in the houfe of
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GENERAL OBSERVATIONS.

HAV—ING been entreated by n ' f )
. entreated by many gentlemen, who fe . -.
parts: b?xteh’e Eﬁ;ﬁ‘g’;}“i;ﬁi lnff)rregtfedoif the pobr’shr(z)ltgtsl,t }:rI:ed}i)égi
e T e s
oege mem‘gne.fhort heads of a very g'enerazfme' n;ndubij'?&’ Az
withed to feeerisz many of whom feemed to approve of the id*uftb"lt
enough to .inf;orrrrv:l ,or;(:: eg}atr%gd (fl;]jg&?;}; lfineié and others wei: ’ku?;
S, T e e e e e
alfo Ciréulatec‘iv ers'as occurr’d to me, in a fhort 'pax'h',hleita ]I]fard,
alfo circulated amongt the members, in the-courfe oF the Tof Tefhn 3
of their a rotz)l ltS: action of recciving from many, firong c ‘ef;on;
eolarged };};d ba 10@, with a defire to fee the fubject furt% xprefiions
» > rought more into the form of a bill cr digefted,

~ Willing toAc"orlnp'Iy with thva'tv”rve‘ T PR

St s .requeft at my firft leifure L
sy e Fom i s st e o
veﬁioaﬁdn’ ¢ 5} fummer, when I gave the fubject a mofg f? S e
}ﬁig}f’t >Wi.t’ha.1’n r;?ducedtl»t under heads, in fuch }ﬁaﬁxxér"itle}fmus i
fnetho’dm. very ittle tr011b1e, .be framed ﬁPOn it .{t IR at a bln
hould be approved. . upon 1t,. 1t the matter and

1 Prbc.ilréd it’f I TN SR R P : , .
) it to be printed, and ci ' :
. inted, - an d circulated Coan: T
i oo e e o o sy e o
friends tg ?;)‘I’lgfrfant with the {ubject,” and I entreated fén‘:’e oaI'tikmlzw
could learn fronrlr:l %:;Iltetrl; .,Cz:_l‘t-)gobljlect_ion againtt it, which thg}’lfacwu ;}?
from- others, with whom they  h: L LISy AW O
verfing; , 1%, WAL WHom.they ad opportunities. of
fing; that I might-confider-and correct them béIf)"pi‘ tunities of con-
general circulation. R ore I gave it a more

 This has fully anfiver'd my expe | withes, as T have beca
Ch ully anfwer’d my expeations and wi ‘have

g::(\;otreii by letters from feveral gentlemen, 21?1 t}‘g.{xhnzsi’t'as . e been

terms, with a. great number of objections, 4f'o"me'"o g?ﬁ;n? ;(;a;:n

ol » - lome’ going” to" tue

i whole plan, .confidering i
1ole plan, -confidering it ; : S 10IIE - gol
finding ce Y ' g 1t.as impracticable fro int Rl
i finding gent - 1t -as impracticable from -the di ,
| it; others Iffﬁfn‘”h" will give .their attention to, .the.exg::‘clﬁl‘ty o
| moft matel;i)al 0}}‘8;1‘ Ql{{t }ijec,&ons ‘to. particular parts. of it lo’l}‘}?f
. ' 10i¢e '-haVe en‘d - D id. "%-v.«,.' ( 1t. ‘he
4 tlons . " eavoured to ob STy
| neral at?'d amendments, introduced in ‘this new viate, by altera-
| neral objections T will here fate candidly; and.of Lons
i of th 1 sl - ).
ofe to whom this is addrefs’d, fuch-anfwers and obfervati
P < oeli) J4! Y ,. Qns

- "I'he gene-

and .offer for the confidera-

- OBJECa
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OBJECTION S

That this plan militates with a practife for relieying

the poor, which has continued fince the 43 Eliz. bcing al-
moft two centuriess : o o
| That the evils complained of do- not arife from a de-

fect -in the laws, but in the execution of ‘them.

* . That the ‘experiment propofed by this -plan is hazardous,
and that it will be dificult, if not impracticable, to get

: géntlémén, who have fo many __oth_er avocations in the coun.
“%ry to attend the execution ofit, R o

A N SW E R S.

*This plan is not repdgnant to, -but corroborates and fupports the

_oreat principles, adopted and eftablifhed b}y the act of the 43d of
Elizabeth, viz. ‘ o o :

The fofaining and fupporting aged, infirm, and impptent poor,
who- grei}notﬁ zﬂjgle to work ; the employing and compelling to work
_thofe who are fo, and .the obliging- inhabitants  of _ot}ler parifhes
within the hundred, or even within the county, to contribute to the
relief of the poor of any particular parifh in which they fhall be

found, -too heavy for the inhabitants thereof to 1!@!?*&“:_. N

end, il which thi ' s under zi"t"prefcnt»,

1 rehend,  the evil which this country groans under at’ '.
'fr'oini%gc exceflive poor rates, arifes, partly from a defect in the lz_lwsf
and partly from a defet in the execution of them; I have endeavour:
ed by this plan; “which has been formed with the uvtmoﬁ é@!;bgrat;on.
to remedy both. E et

That law of n%een Elizabeth was wifely framed, and.well adap(ticq
fo the circumftances and fituation of the country, Whgnxlt was mzi ﬁ ,’
but ‘the inciedfe of -populations of - manu'fa&uresi; :mdf of :ivea tr 5
which it has happily experienced fince that time; has‘occa_lpne ave ¥
effenitial difference; with refpect to :che n}unber va ;hg poor, .tll.c;}:el?}f
ployment, and the éxpences of their maintenance, . SR

© - As "Yle’)‘r were then few, they were eaﬁly‘g0Y¢f{1€_di and an}'O_'Verpf?Cf
was very equal to the 'car_e'_of aiparlfh. R

‘But as their numf)ers encreafed, they grew more refralory, and by

gradual advances in'idlenefs and profligacy, during the courfe of the

faft cehtury, have arrived at a pitch far beyond the power of any

; 7 RN . . €n
 overfeer, though Poﬁeﬁﬁdvof abilities infinitely fL}PeW to the %Zl‘;ty

( 33 )

zality of that clafs of men, to controul; they frequently infult, and

too often awe, -and intimidate him to a compliance with their unrea-
fonable demands. . If he happens to have courage enough to refift them;
then the magiftrate is applied to, who frequently denies the application ;
but many ‘are induced to yield to it, in order to get rid of their im-
portunities;. and the poors rates are, by thefe means increafed to the
pitch-we now fee them, o : o ’

I have been defcribing the fituation and behaviour of the more.ob-
ftinate and clamorous part of the poor, who too often obtain, and -eat
that bread, which the more neceflitous ought to have ;- who (through
modefty) : ftruggle with many hardfhips, rather than fuffer their wants
to be known, . Hence it will appear, that the overfeer, even with the
affiftance and fupport of the magiftrate,- who frequently lives at a con-
fiderable diftance, is not able to keep the prefent numerous:poor, un-

der due regulation.

‘ Thxs{hews :thé'héceﬂityyr of ,fféfhe .alteratiqn’_iﬁ;fhé ﬁfefent fyftem
what that fhould be isthe great queftion. ."ThHE.oNLY expedient which
has occur’d to me, upon the moft deliberate confideration, is the forming

 larger Diftricts,. for the government and employment of them, wherein

proper woik-houfes may be ‘provided, and due reguldtions-introduced
and obferved. VERY FEW of the country parifhes can afford the ex-
pences of the neceflary buildings, and of proper perfons for employing
and regulating the poor; by which means the attempt to introduce thefe
work-houfes has failed in many places; as it was found to have increafed
rather than diminifhed the expences; which muft always be the cafe,

- where the parifh is not of magnitude fufficient to bear thofe neceffary

charges. To that misfortune may be added another... Ix MANY coun-
try parifhes, they want perfons converfant in bufinefs, and of ability to
affift in"the management of their parochial concerrs. | All thofe -ob-

- ftacles and difadvantages will be removed, when:thofe parifhes become

coneéted with others, where gentlemen of that defeription will be
found to affift, and take a zealous part in the arduous work, upon the
pririciple of mutual benefit, without jealoufy or a felfilh view. to any

_particular parifh or place. Which-ideas will be entirely excluded under
- the plan. here, fuggefted, for connecting a.number of -parithes in- one

common intereft. . They will be fo conducted under. the- medium rate
of the laft three years, according to the returns Jately.made- to parlia-
ment, when'duly confidered and fettled, that each will bear 1ts own

_‘burthen, and participate of the relief which fhall*be obtained under

this new_regulation, according to'the proportions of thofe three years
EXPENCES... .. e T

As to thedlfﬁc‘ﬂtles étt;hdiné the -‘éXGCﬁ,tidn: -of the plan; it has |
been my fludy to form it in fuch a manner, as fhall be effectual to the © . -

<
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purpofe, and give as ljttle trouble as jgoﬂibk, to ;hofe’yyhp'are to €Xa
ecute it;" and I have pointed out -for that purpofe; " fuch perfons
as-appear to me moft proper for the trl}ﬁ ; gnd a ‘mode pf "‘e.l‘gctxyng themé
which I thought would be moft agrecable to the country in- g¢n¢rgllf .

. A busthen muft fall fomewhere, and it feems to ine thatlt ought to
fall upon thofe who will be moft benefitted by thenew regulations, *

" The committess ate to be elected by, and to confift of perfons of pro. -

perty, and however prone the general difpofitians jo€ "?\_r'h:g‘;}*:ztgé;"t'o‘ graf
tify themfelves in pléafureable amufements, yet I have g!vgxg‘.qbfe{yqd%
that intereft will' in" moft cafes have fome infuence upon:‘their actions.

It is for the prefervation and fupport of their own property, that they

will beshere called upon to act, abftracted from the ?911ﬁf3??a;39’?3, of
public good; "andthe ¢are and fupport of ‘a clafs of people w}yl}‘o“arﬂe for
the moft part labouring under the greateft hardfhips and diftreffes. 1
cannot therefore imagine, that fuch gentlemen will withdraw them-

felves “from, or abandon a truft,of fo much confequeiice” to this
country and themfélves, were the trouble infinitely grég‘se’x“_?th\g? itis to
bey for the diftrict committee are only'to meet fQU{’t'f}'ﬁCtSf‘}n_' a year,
and. to' be atténded “and affifted by~ an ‘able and experiented man of
their own choofing, who is to be allowed a falary in proportion ;tg_h;f;
trouble; and the county committeé dre only to meet four tinies'in 4
year; and will: be aflifted by the teports and obfervationis of the-difs
trict committee;’ and ‘their own"elerk;: whom ) théY"aI‘ﬁh!{erfC to
choofe, and who s to be allowed - a’ falary adequate to h;’S:trQLible_i

* It has been alfo objected, that there will be great trouble in the b;xl[qts,)
and that the frequency of them may be attended with inconveniences:
I have ftudied to make thefe as-practicable as poflible, and do not
-forefee any difficulties which will not be eafily furmounted; 'if theré

is a general good difpofition to the: plan; which I ‘flatter myfelf

will be the cafe, when it has been matirely 'conﬁde:re'd.,"c_,ox;:e_ciced,'" a'rid
amended, in the courfe of its progrc'fs, ‘thro’ both hoqug_' of par-
liament, T e R o

In fome cafes, perhaps a ballot may be avoided, if _:t'h'c?':‘ en.ﬂ‘e'men
affembled, at the timé and place ‘appointed- for it, {hould‘be .‘d1fpof§d
for an accommodation; and agree'to ‘nominate three, or (ﬁv.; v_.Rc.ri:ons‘
then prefent, and thofe three or five ‘perfons, fhould within a limited
time, (fuppofe half ‘an hour ot an hour) concur in making out a lift of

the number of perfons required by- the act, duly qualified to conflitute

the committee, and by that means prevent the trouble and delay which
would be occafioned by a ballot; but if the lift fhould not be agreed

to and made ‘out within the time limited, the ballot {hould prOCeed o

As
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As to its being hazardous; a repeal of the prefent laws, without
fubftituting others in their place, would certainly be extremely impoli-
tic, and might make too great a convulfion in the ftate; but to re-
peal old laws, which are found inconvenient, and productive of mif-
chiefs, that threaten the ruin, and muft in time, if continued, be
the overthrow of this country, feems to be the height of prudence.

Before that is dene, it will be neceflary to fee clearly, that the
new plan propofed to be adopted, is practicable, and grounded upon
principles which will cure the defects in the old laws, and put the
new regulations into a channel beyond the reach of any perfons, who
might be difpofed to pervert and defeat their falutary purpofes. -

It fhould alfo be fhewn, that it is eligible and likely to meet with
a very gencral concurrence, If his majefty’s minifters fhall be pleafed
to favour the propofal for the tax upon dogs, the funday tolls, and
the application of the forfejtures and penalties, it will enfure it a ve-
ry favourable reception with the people, and be very likely to over-
come the prejudices, which old cuftoms and long ufage may have efta-
blithed amongft thofe who feldom give themfelves the trouble of

tracing things to their origin, and of comparing the caufes with their
effects. - ' '

I have the higheft veneration and refpet for the charafer and ho-
nourable ftation of a juftice of peace, whofe duty it is to execute
and enforce the laws of his country, without fee or reward; but if
there fhould happen to be any one, who in executing the powers com-
mitted to him by the poor laws, fhould, from miftaken motives of
humanity or generofity, to the object. who may appear before him,
make orders f%r maintenance with too liberal a hand, before he has
duly confidered the circumftances and fituation of the pauper, and of
thofe perfons, upon whom the burthen is to fall, (it frequently hap-
pening that fome perfons are oblig’d to contribute to that relief whofe
neceflities are equal, if not fuperior to thofe of the pauper who ob-
tains it ;) I would not have the poor neglected by any means; but I
think in fuch a cafe, the magiftrate would do no real fervice to the
perfon whom he fo relieves, as it would moft probably encourage, or
confirm him in a habit of idlenefs, (few of thofe people being dif-
pofed to turn their hands to labour; whilft they and their families
can obtain {uch weekly relief) but it would be doing a very unfriendly
office to the parith, which fhall happen to be the object of fuch order. -

Hence arifes, in the opinion of many, one great fource of the e-
normous increafe of the poor rates, which it is hoped will be pre-
vented in future, by the new regulations propofed, as it will be a
moft effential part of the duty of thofe to whom the powers are en- -
trufted minutely to enquire into, and to difcover the real circumftan-

ces and fituation of every pauper, who is to fubfift upon parifh relief, -
before it is granted, : T BRI

e TURMIUART SRR . - -,
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