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ExTrACTs of the ResoruTrons of the CoMmMITTEE of Asso-
craTroN of the County of Yorx, at their Meetings held on
- the 3d and 4th of January, 1781. : : '

Lat-n s “

AN e

ADDRESS, &

York TAVERN, January 3, 1781,

The Rev. Mr. WY VILL in the Chair, E‘EAVING, upon fome former occafions, taken the liberty

of addrefling you upon public matters, whilft I had the
honor of ferving in Parliament for a moft refpectable

" ResorLvep, That the Thanks of this Committee be given to _ ‘
' Borough in the County of York, i hope you will not think it any -

David Hartley, Efq; for his unwearied and difinterefted Services

T
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in the public Caufe; and alfo their particular Acknowledements | & unbecoming degree of prefumption in me, if 1 ftill with to con-
for his Addrefs to this Committee, dated this Day. ° { tinue in communication of public fentiments with you, though l
' : 1 i I have no longer the claim of any parliamentary empioyment to i
) J , entitle me, in a public capacity, to that honor. But if any in- g
York TAVERN, January 4, 181, é duftry of mine, in a private fituation, can be acceptable to you, };é

or in the leaft degree inftrumental, in your hands, to promote the

At the adjourned Meeting of the CoMmMITTEE of AssocraTion,
The Rev. Mr. WY VILL in the Chair,

.‘RESOLVED, That David Hartley, Efq; be requefted to permit
this Committee to publith his excellent Addrefs to them, dated
January 3, 1781,

ResoLvep, That, if Mr. Hartley fhall give his Permiflion to
this Committee to publith his Addrefs, Copies thereof be im-
mediately tranfinitted, with their Recommendation, to the other
petitioning and affociated Bodies throughout the Kingdom,

objes of thote Jaudable exertions for the public good, which de-
rive additional authority from your name and national importance,
I thall think myfelf highly honored, if I may be permitted to
throw in the fincere, though feeble, aid of a private individual to-
wards the common caufe under your protection. Thofe princi-
ples which have been adopted by you, as the foundation of all
your public proceedings, and which, through your means, have
found their way to the hearts and feelings of the people of this
kingdom, .contain a full and complete {ummary of all points,
both in doétrine and pracice, which can in any way contribute
to fecure the national fafety, honor, and welfare; with refpect,
therefore, to principles and fundamentals, nothing can poflibly be
fuperadded. However, as it may be convenient for the informa-
tion of Gentlemen refident in the country, who have not had ac-
cefs to authentic parliamentary documents, to give fome {tate of
the national expenditure, -of our enormous debts and taxes, and
of thofe boundlefs parliamentary {upplies which are annually
granted, and wafted in parliamentary influence, and in fupport of
a ruinous war in America, I will endeavour fhortly to flate fome
plain and undeniable fads on the foregoing topics, leaving the
refult to the colle@ive fentiment ‘of the feveral Counties in their
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public capacities, that they may form a national judgment upon.
the cale, and that they may proceed accordingly to take fuch:

fteps as may be neceflary to prevent the confummation of public
ruin.

I confider itas a great misfortune, thatarguments upon the {ub-
ject of public finances are commonly looked upon as too abftrufe for
general comprcheaﬁsn and popular judgment; for the natural ten-
dency of this opinion is to produce an implicit and paffive furrender
of the public property and purfe, to the unreftrained difcretion of
the Minifter for the time being. It thus happens that the country
is kept in a ftate of profound and unfufpecting ignorance, in-con-
fequence of the palliations and deceptions which are put upon
them by the Minifter, until defeat, difgrace, defpair, and all the:

convulfive pangs of public ruin firike to the heart. IHow near

we are to this fiate now I tremble to think ; butftill there remains
this one confolation, that to be apprized of danger, is the road

to fafety. The watch-word is at length gone forth throughout
this kingdom, that e/ #s not well. 1 hope the public vigilance.

will never be relaxed till we have to fay a// 7s well.

As T wifh to avoid all the cenfufion and embarraffment, which

enerally atiend the cxplanation of financial eftimates, to thofe:
g 3

who are not more immediately converfant with them, than merely
from the refpetive fhares which they are to {uftain of the common:

profufion, I will endeavour, before I come to any argumentative:
application of falls, to ftate; in a preliminary way, fuch necef-
fary rudiments as will, when once explained, facilitate the whole-

courfe of the fubfequent arguments.

The general fyftem of national expences falls under three
heads, viz. The Navy, the Army, and the Ordnance. There:
is an ordinary computation upon. thefe three heads in the
times of peace, which conftitutes what is called the Peace

Eftablithment. In the time of war the whecle expence of that
war is incurred upon the excefs of thefe three articles above the

ordinary Peace Eftablithment. By comparing the totals of thefe
expences in different years of war and peace, we get a clear and.

» indifpumble
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[ 31
indifputable information of ‘the expence of the war. I will now
yroceed to ftate the ordinary Peace Eftablithment of this country,
and after that I will draw out the expences of the war, and the
prefent rate of expence in which we are proceeding.

Ordinary PEacE ESTABLISHMENT.

N AVY. L.
16,000 Seamen  — == — — — — 832,000
Ordinary of the Navy — — = — — 410,000
- Building and Repairs of Ships — =~ — — 284,000
Extra Naval Expences annually incurred, but :
not provided for by fpecific eftimate § 111,000

———e 1,637,000

ARMY. L.
Efimate for Guards, Garrifons, and Plantations 1,000,000
Chelfea Hofpital and Half-Pay — — — 230,000
Staff Officers, Widows, &c. — — — — 15,000

Fxtra Expences of the Army annually incur- 3
Exura Bxp : ’ y } 269,000

red, but not provided for by fpecific eftimate
) Sresrmens T 5 § 14,000

ORDNANCE. L.
Ordinary Eftimate of the Ordnance  — — 170,000
Extra Expences of ditto  — == — =~ 50,000
' 220,008
Recapitulation of the Pecce Eftablifbment. Fa
Navyy — =— = =— = = =— 1,637,000
Amy — — — — = = -~ 1,514,000
Ordnance == =— = o= — == — ' 220,000

D )

Total ordinary Peace Ef‘cabliﬂlmént 3237 1,000

Having thus got a computation of the ordinary Peace Eftablifh--
ment, I proceed to ftate the expences incurred in each year fince:
the commencement of the American war, -each in totals, under
the three foregoing heads, viz.

775+ 1776. 777 1778. 1779: 1780.

Navy 2,496,000—451 §3,C00——4,550,000~=0,17 3,000—"7,774,000~~8,688,000°

Army 2)2O6>CCO"'4-)7997000"4)7973000”674663000"“7>405‘>OOO"-7:7962000
Ordnance  451,000— 522,000— 620,000~ §04,000— %6,000——1,049,000

et i s b i BrmAem S

551535000 /9,474,000 10,007,000 13,543,000 16,165,000 17,533,000
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The expences of the firft five years, in thisaccount, are ta.ken ac-
curately from the Journals of Parliament; but as the precife total
of the year 1780 cannot as yet be afcertained, on account of the
latitude of thofe expences which are annually incurred under the
title of Extraordinaries, and which are not )‘fe.t n.ladc up for th.e
year 1780 ; for the purpofe, therefore, of giving 'thc.falreﬁ: efti~
mate, I have drawn out the expences upon the eftablithment for
the year 1780, from the parliamentary votes, and have taken, by
prefumption, the Extraordinaries at the fame amount .that was
incurred in the year 1779 under that head. As all Mlhtal‘y Ex-
pences in war ufually run on at encreafing rates, this method of
computing the expences of the year 1780 cannot be accufed (.)f ex-
aggeration. 'The total Military Expences will therefore be in the
refpective years as follows, viz. . :
f1775— 5,153,000

1776— 9,474,000

1777-—10,007,000
) 1778-—13,54.3,000

1779—16,16 5,000
(1780—17,533,000

——

Total Miz1TarRY ExpeENcES of the Years

.:(:‘ 71 8:7'5’000

1 ftop this account, for the prefent view, at the. termination of
the year 1780, not becauie there is any hope of feeing the conclu-
fion of the American war without another and another campaign ;
but merely to draw into one total the Military Expences which
have been incurred and wafted by the late Parliament. Still,

) however, the above-mentioned fum'of 71,875,000l. will not
contain the total of Military Expences incurred to the end of the
year 1780; for even if we were to have no farther campaigns, yf:t
the general arrears of the war which would remain to come in
-within the courfe of a year or two, wonld amount to an im-
menfe fum, probably not lefs than eight or ten millions. For
the fake of bringing the total financial operations of the late Par-
liament to round numbers, I {hall ftate this article of general ar-

rears
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rears at the fum of 8,125,0001. and then the account will ftand
.as follows . ‘

71,875,000

Military Expences incurred and wafted during the}
fix Seffions of the laft Parliament :

- General Arrears {uppofed outfltanding < ~—  — — 8,12 5,000

it

- Total £. 80,000,00¢

This fum of 80,000,0001. is only the total hitherto incurred,

not that the bufinefs is by any means finithed; on the contrary,, -

‘we are a great deal farther from our original objeéts than when
‘we fet out. Thofe who advifed the rejection of the petitions
from  America have fo much to anfwer for on account to their
‘country already. Let fo much be obferved for the prefent: But
‘my principal motive in drawing out the account to this precife
period, is to bring into clofe contraft the promifes and perfor-
anances of the.Minifter and his late Parliament.

1In the firlt Seflion of the late Parliament, when the obje@ of
‘Adminiftration was to lead the public infenfibly into the adoption

-of the American war, every fallacious pretext was thrown out to

reprefent it as an undertaking of the moft trivial amount, in point
of expence. We were given to underftand that the loweft Peace
Eftablithment was fully equal to the undertaking. A three thil=
ling Land-Tax was voted before Chriftmas in the firft Seffion, to
take off the alarms of the landéd Gentlemen. The number of
deamen was reduced to a lower eftablithment than they had been

at for the four preceding years ; they were reduced, at the be-
ginning of that firflt Seflion, to 16,000 men, which is the loweft

eftablithment for profound peace. Nay, {ull farther, to carry the
deception to the extremeft point-of infult, the public was amufed,
in that Seffion, with paying -off a million of the national debt,
though an additional debt of -double that amount was contralted
in the very fame year.—Thefc were the promifes of the Minifter
and his late Parliament. 1 have already ftated to you their per-

formances, They have wafted fourfcore millions of the public

B money,
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money, for which they. have repaid to the public lefs than
nothing.

It may, perhaps, be faid, thaf; the expence of t}gﬁ\x{i {ﬁlri:i

v be eftimated at the difference .betv.veen the War ‘ a 1' -A
oy Peace Lftablifhment; which is undoubtedly true, if we
and the eﬁllC fpeaking of the additional expence incurred by the
by rge'rtetgxe &iniﬂ’er undertook, at the outfet, to carry o-n,_the
e apor 'the Peace Eftablitfhment ; and this was at that time a
i 1}P0‘ln und of argumené for the original adoption of th.e walr.
kPT_mCIP? gvr:etext now argues with double force againft hlmfgllx‘,
Hilser? ?hr; l;rg'urrient turns upon the general .profuﬁon‘ of the put;l:c
::eafure The Peace Eftablifhment, by his own argurr}ent,v c-
Splicable for the purpofes of th? war, and t-hererokre, ‘tne
::x?lrgfl:e?fpthis Minifterial war having failed in every part, the'to-

tal amount is imputable, as wafted by ‘thofe who advifed and

F 4 & of the war. However, to make the

\fﬂ}lllo fgzmiflgx?vzl;cteheoi?ntikil? point, I will abate as much as t}}ic»
o t of the Peace Eftablithment would have been for vt.e
am’ounf the fix years in queftion. Would to Goc.l they had.been
s f eaée}-,-—The fam to be abated on this head will be
Ay ‘P‘l .which being deducted from. the 80,000,000l
20’226’{6’:0 d the amount of the public treafure confefledly
aboved ntceo;dinrf- to the mofl candid computation, would only
walied 3?00-0,1. bTake it in round numbers 60,000,900 1. wafted
?e o rfe of. fix years by a Minifter and his Parliament, who
o th\:'rfc(:; 1'cogether. to lead their country into this fatal Wa;;
:sglii; g them{felves refponfible, at the outfet, dnotb onl_;,r" 1zhati fr;ot:;.m;
e : : ould be incurred, but likewiie that
fi;:oijrlmt;xi;;é’fiienocis Sth{? National Debt fhould not be inter-

rupted.

. .. T o fome
In return for this conceflion, I think I am now\;fntlt'}:;i ;;)Ot we
' fide of ‘the argument. e 4 \
allowance on the other ‘ ' yet
Jlt' to the end of the war, or of the expences enta.xled upon :
lg\/.} nv and many millions, I fear, ftand between: this coun.try tﬂhnﬁ
any a ’ g '
thﬂ't'ylong-wiﬂicd~for penod; and our only confolatien 1s,
“ -

- . ~ £
are invited ftill to repofe copfidence in the fame {yftem o%
we !

meafures,

o

G T

R e e
SRS A e

S

e T

[ 7 1]

meafures, fupported by a new Parliamentary Lift, vainly hoping,

by fuch means, to extricate this country from all its furrounding

evils.

With refpect to this firft article of the charge, viz. The wafte
of the Public Treafure, I fear that, before we thall {ee the end of
this fatal American war and of all its confequences, the bill will
not amount to lefs than 100,000,0001. that is to fay one hundred
millions given, granted, and wafted to purchafe the lofs of all
thofe objects which, at the outfet of the war, we were folicited,
by the unanimous petitions of America, to accept without conteft.

Public Money wafted — — — — [.100,000,000

But is this the whole of the account ? 1 wifh it were. Buf it
is very far fhort of it.—Look at the Froprietors in the Public
Funds, and confider the ftate of their property. Since the com-
mencement of this moft ruinous war, there has been a deftruction
and annihilation of at leaft forty millions of - their capital. The

puablic ftocks have been reduced from 881. to 6ol. per cent. a -

fall of near 30 per cent. upon the whole capital of the National
Funds, which, upon a total of more than 1 50 millions, amounts
to more than 4o millions annihilated. So much for the lot of
taxation diftinétly and feparately impofed upon the creditors in
the Public Funds, over and above their refpective fhare of gene-
ral taxes upon articles of neceflity and of daily confumption.
This is no exaggeration, but a very ferious and fearching truth:
to thofe who are involved in this kind of property. -

Lknow, when we talk of millions in the difcuffion of public
arguments, the effet of fuch arguments, either as warnings or
conviction to the public, is partly loft from the magnitude of the
object, which goes beyond the reach of private and individual ex-
perience.  But in this cafe, the conviction may be brought down
to the feeling of cach individual. Let the truth be tried by ‘that
teft. . Take the cafe of any private perfon having purchafed 10001,
of ftock at 88 1. the price paid being 8801, Suppofe this mode-

o B2 : ' rate
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| I 8 years purchafe in the price of his land, viz. from 3o yedrs to :
\ ' 19 years, and the rent.itfelf fallen ‘per.h‘iape‘to 20,000,00017 Ac- o
been the intended marriage portion of an Or- 3.5(;_ el oromil perhaps o 20,000, ; . |
‘ rate pittance to have been 1]\ > About 6ool. There is a fax cor fgf o -.;eie premifes, ,zéo,ooo,o‘oo : Pe}f arinutg, at 23 years
i . . . ow? Abc - ] . > . R , 1. de 'S re=
? B Whhaé) Wgu“,i “rc}:;zrcﬁynnearly to a third part of the total. g:;&r:gdaceq’pi‘;vall"nz Om'llt‘}:: giﬁ%riicc): "D l?eingt 260 Zr:)oggdlld;miss :gc
on the Orphans P : L hia e d ced ca ‘ . . fere . 260,000,
‘]l_it every St%c:kholder, in the ?me ?);nzj,:;i::li]iezsaﬁxn 'Ié“he\ Landed Man’s defalcation ; whilft, upon his reduced remainder,
' - . 5 = ; | X iti i1li .'. ! X v,. 17 - el .
compute hxsﬁpartlcdulal ;oti,e ;}llli ; Cm;:ay o ach man in his turn, an addlt;onal fhlumg in the pound is faddled for ever.
; ewards of - fay mai) ’
| r.emolf e}f ffool _which has been »‘commztt_:cd~ to our care, take thy |
e :;il fet dde 601. So much for the btockhqldel', Wli)O Cahﬂ_
’u Ezr\lfe no chanc of recovering any part of his pr‘operty but by the

reftoration. of peace..

As there muft of courfe be fome uncertainty in the fpecifica-
tions of fauch large mafles ‘of property, therefore, to- avoid all
fufpicion of exaggeration, I will ftrike off the odd 60,000,000 1.
from this account, and 1 will only fet to account, as the defalca-
i tion of the Landed Man’s property, 200,000,0001. over and £
&
fe
i

’ " deftruction
, e now to fet down for the. ’ N
W(e)faiien:apital of the Proprietors 11 the Pub- ¢4+ 40,000,000

lic Funds, at leaft

above the additional tax of one fhilling in the pound.

But it may be faid of this article, as I ftated before in refpect W

Let us vnext go to the Landh(?lder, anq n‘lrakfe alrll ef::ﬁn;azz ;)]f['n }:)1;;;
{eparate lofs, over and.above 'his proportion’ of a ? er €O on
bur In the firft place, I (hould not omit to mention &
bm?h'ens.l' (hilling in the pound, which has been laid on in con-
.addlt“?m‘ £ this %var (notwithﬁanding the fallacious Protmfes of
fequeilFe,{?( - at the c’ommen.cr:ment of it) and which will p.r(_)bably
the 1\[1”11 e:(;n’his {houlder from henceforward for- ever. But -
fﬂm’fm}ll‘l}P of infinitely greater importance) let us next ,con,ﬁ.de.r
O oror rtion of the Landed Man’s capital property 18 annihi-
;Nltlea; Egngeﬁfoyed. The rent of the land itfelf is ]falflc;},, 1a?d‘ bl;

il i -+ Tl ber of years purchale 1s leis |
{;i}zlcn{a}lrlél;r% ‘:{:\? i(ti:a\?v;s,T::dr-l;l}iz price 18 fill fo ;1'apidly‘declm-
i that it is di
;:.g’ Thefe are melancholy t.ruths,
eel nvi cu
hav?‘t'but }t)(z)(\)zvfc:;n;%czrtc;n the Naiional'Landed Rentg!. . Diffe-
Y lations have been made from 20 to near 30 millions per
rent el therefore, take 2 medium, and {uppole, that

of which country Gentlc‘men

annum, 1 fhail,

ficult to catch any precif‘e point at which to fix -

Ction.—It hasalways been 2 difficult

to the annihilation of millions of funded property, that the mag-
nitude of the obje@ aftonifhes and confounds the imagination.
Then let us likewife,  in this cafe, reduce the {cale of this argu-
ment, and bring it down to the practical teft of feeling convic~
tion. Let the appeal be made to the difconfolate fenfations of the
Landed Man himfelf. Is not every private eftate: of 2 or 30001,

a year, at this prefent time worth le(s to the owner by 15,000l or
20,000 1. than it was? The Landed Man is left to lament his
hopelefs fate in all its variety of aggravations: His lands are.
fallen, his tenants are in arrears and breaking, his farms are

thrown upon his hands, his debts are called in, his mortgages

are foreclofed, and his lands are fold. The fallacious delufion of

American '_caxationf recoils upon his own head with new-fangled

taxes upon taxes, even to the fatal ftamp which feals his ruin. -

If one of thefe unfortunate men fhould by chance repine at his
fate, or if, in the keennefs of his anguith, he fhould happen to curfe
the Minifter; the Minifter replies, ¢¢ Have I deceived you ? No!
you have deceived yourfelves in trufting me; you have been too

e LT e T

Lomme oz

Wy

' . per
1, before the war, was . about 24,009,0001 P

I, at thirty years lavith and unfufpe@ing in your confidence ; thus have you deceived
d Rental, at thirty Y€

he Landﬁd- Renta » ; . cnr e .
~ th yourfelves.”—The retort is bitter, and the diftinétion is accurate ;

annum. The capital value of this Lande

i
. urrent ‘ ; rtis I . | ‘il
purchafe (which is a moderate computation fo; .th?I‘thh'?q;m the but not more {o than it is infulting.—So much for the fhare of f‘
Ay o R 1 3 | ‘ :

. int to 000,000 1. . '\z‘;
rice of land) would amount t0 720,000,¢ Sl vy k e o :

Y nde What is it 70w, after the lols © | |

Landed Man’s capital.

years
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1 which is thas fallen to the lot of the
ion & lcation, which is thu.s. ‘

ixaggg ﬁivdef?{;: hour-glafs. is running out :‘-PZ:{?{ ’rb;:;lo r:t
= 4 milli h of his property det re-
: d millicns-worth o ro] SHroy )
lhr'c . hindregravdtion.. Infult added_ to imjury may };irﬁxvelﬂfait}

g'l;;f: ?tfei?g‘to madnefs ; but as it is paft remedy there
ifetéugfgn of the capital of the Landed: Pb’O"}' £ 200,000,000

prietors, more than A

; : .nt I might proceed to ftate the

- _the fame line of argument I migh o ©
1 ;J lzlor:);h:hea capital of the Proprietors of Houfeflzexlactl; A fS_;;;:n
iind sedudion wpon all the property of Houfeho ; from
POﬁ;log oa;:ol a year, at 14 years. purchafe, to 6,000,000 L. at

> ; o . ’ L .
> urchafe ; ' : . :
;;Ze 1?:::airss ali\ochef defalcation upon this clafs of } L. 26’,009,,000
~ men to the lofs of .. ’

But having given t at Tine of the argument, I fhall not

But h?Vlfhirg;ng tiic fer::ﬁ,, I have only to obil'erve.upqn thls“
dei:cend " he Houfe Rent, that this defalcation hzkewx.fe is over
e tlledtbe-r taxations. Houfeholders have a,fcehn_g propcf;
and a}D o tah from the fevere tax which has been :ecentl.y mlpoi;?1
o ;:ur fpecific property.—The fundamental maxim of the
‘:xfc?c?erxtl ?;ﬁer}: of finance is, fisfk to deftroy, and then to. tax.

- ¥ will juft enumerate thé preceding Articles. Iédf“,o.od_ooo
. £ Public Treafure — — — ~— $00x !
.ggg:ﬁze war with the Houfe of Bo,ur.bon, ——; h-—-— ‘Natfdmg done
DeftruGion of the capital of the Proprictors o t c} 46,000,000
blic Funds, more than B , o :
DeI;t‘:’uél’cion of the capital property lo,f the Langd} 200,000,000
Man, mere than 5 :
D:ffclft;]&bn of the capital property of Houfe} 26,000,000
~ Rents, about : ‘ ‘

evmm———————tr

o Summatiofn of thefc articles of Public Lofs £. 366,000,00Q

Thele

T

SEciaarss

L
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Thefe are but outlines to fuggeft prudent thoughts. I have
not yet faid any thing of the Manufactures and Commerce of this
country. What proportion’ of their capitals will be annihilated,
or rather what will be left, if the ravages of this deftru@ive was
thall be fuffered to continue? You may already fee whole pyra-
mids of Englith cloth heaped up in'the public halls unfold ; a
drug upon the market without 2 purchafer.. When the Foreign
vent for our Manufa&tures is ftopt, and the domeftic price will not
yield a living profit, the honeft Tradefinan can no longer hold up

* his head ; or if he thould endeavour. to firuggle againft his fate,

then comes a mercilefs lift of taxes to complete his ruin. . The
working ManufaGurer is dragged, as a recruit, into. the blood
ranks of war, from his defolated labours, and the deferted loom.
He is carried to his grave in that America, which in his, and in

his country’s better days, gave riches, profperity, induftry, and
vigour to-all. .. R y

“Look next at the ftate of Commerce, not only as generally de-
pendent upon the national marine of force, but more efpecially

upon the fupply of mercantile bottoms. Your merchant thips,

which ufed formerly to diftribute the manufaGures of this country
to the North and to the South, to the Eaftern and to the Weftern
worlds, are now converted into armed tranfports, loaded with
every inftrument of death; guns, and balls, and powder, and
{words, and bayonets, and (fhame to the Britith arms) even with
tomobawks and fealping-knives. And what remains of the Com-
merce of a great country, onee the miftrefs of the ocean, Is now
reduced to take fhelter in neutral bottoms, or to pay the difgrace-
ful tax of a tenfold infurance. America was once the fource of
the Britith miarine. Three fhips out of four, upon which the

\ Britith Commeree, during its profperity, was navigated, were of

American building.. There is an annihilation of three thips out
of four in the Commercial Capital of this country..

. Above all other things flle'Mercflant"s grand refource confifts in

Credit : Without Credit, Commerce would be reduced to fimple
bfmef- If the facility of Credit be deftroyed, it is not a part an-
nihilated, but the whole. In this fituation every. private Mera
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chant’is pow inyolved.’ The utmoft" ftrctqhzroff p;}vaf:c Clrcgit is
e drawn. off from ervice a ply ational Com«
O won off fronyithe fervice and fupply of N2 ;
riow drawn . off -frona.tl ice and {1 fational Sorm
merce, to ganible with Government in the Stoq}cg, and to f;::ppl.}“
the ff:nguinar'y profufion of 2 minifterial. American Wax}; ! ..V'elt:;
Public Léaﬁ thatis now made, is a :prem'fm}ﬂkelt‘ q};on -t tetil::l:yz t;
O 1 for this’ deftru&ion ; not only Dby Cutbibs =
Merchant's Head, for his 1 ;T by cotting O
from him the fources” of ‘fapply, but by eﬁ»abhfhxx:g‘ ;:}whkh
Loans an ufurious rate. of intereft of -6 or 7 per ceg .at which
rate, -cven if the private Merchant: co_ul:d aﬁ?rd to, borrow. iy s
yet"the bargain itfelf and the parties wo’uld»bccog}e o;n}gl)mo\}; t(;
he per * the la i ry. The( t of the priva
he i Taws acaintt ufury. The Credit o _
the penalties of the laws.againit | redit of vate
Mergfh'ar\t is in the ’ﬁrf’cﬁplacerﬁretched upon the Lapk,. by ':heiﬁnh
a ) e O Lo ‘ ) e
" ' | ¢ he rafe of intereft from 3ito.g per: cent.
hancement of the rate o cre to 5 cet '
comes the Minifter, monopolizing the market by ‘hxs.ufun}oOL}s
bargains, and gives him the finithing blow," by making it-impol-
2 H

\ '} C i g rate.
fible for him to procurc2 fupply upon private :Lvl'Cdlt at any rate

If ar d {ufpect-that he {pies a flaw in this argument,
as If;sgx};rzlngi isgrlgaps,* ‘%f {ome cafes in xﬁla'i¢11‘-_pp:1va§e Hl\/llerci)antz
do procure money: upon their p1'ivate~C}'efilt iv.vuhm the lega vx:a :
of 51fere{’c,’ and below the fcale of Mxmﬁcr;al Extrz;‘vggagcf?,rds

n forry to fay that I think the teftimony of 'fuch alts affor :
11:11{ little confolation 5 they only-prove thatf in the opm;on b(;
fomé "men, . the fecurity of private induftry 1s thought preferable

to all thofe lavifh offers of a thriftlefs public profufion, which, .

in its confequence, i'nevitab_ly tends to;Nationalv,Bar?kruptcy gnd
But t’c‘> éﬁlarge upon all fuch topies wqﬁgd bg an iﬂﬂe:SLiﬂ;.
jew is to {i : hts of prudence to th -
. aly view is to {uggeft fome thoug ce to |
‘I]sl/([)jl(d(;r ythe Houlcholder, the S.;ockholder, the Manufa&ur-er,
and ti;c Merchant, that they may all unite in one cox?mclm, ;?tc
tereﬁ,k and j.oin‘hands,together to put an-er'x'd to all the fata ?the
and pavapes which are thus committed mvconfcque'ncevq
prefent deftru&tive fyftem of public meafures.

Having thas thewn, in a few firiking inftances, tZe de{gu&ugt
ad devaltati ic:’ v. which have been broug
and devaftation OI pubiic proper;y,;r ) o

S A
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'upoxi*tls by the Minifters of this fatal war, I fhall now p"-occgé to

fate thé "Lift of perpetual Taxes, and their refpective coﬂiputed

-produc’e',‘ which have been laid on, in the courfe of five years, by

thofe very Minifters who ‘led their country into this war, under

the falfe pretences-of acquiring revenues; reducing taxes, and dif-
charging'debts. ~ - IERE. S

. PERPETUAL TAXES.
x776 : Gbmp.uie‘&.:Y produce .per“a;z')z. | A

Stampson Deeds — — — — — — 30,000
w—i— on News Papers, — —

—_ — — 18,000 .
wiemont Cards = e e A et 2 e 6,000
Additional duty on Coaches, &c. -~ - == . 1g,000

RS o : LT 73000
' T ‘ .
Tax ol Servants sm ==’ em s i aikl e (YO5,000
‘Stamps . =t e e el e e £5,000
Stamps | = — e e e = — e 16,000
"Additional duty on Glafs — — — = — 45,000
Duty on Sales by Auction. == ~—= — — — 37,000
S R P 242,000
: o 1778, T
Tax upon Houfe Rents = wm o == — = 204,000
Additional duty on Wines " == e e— = -= 72,000

. : . : —— 330,000
L i X779: ’ . ~
A Tax wupon Taxes, viz. An additional fur- 5
~ charge of § pér cent. upon ‘the Cuﬂbms"and,'} 314,000
Excife S )

. A tax upon Polt-Horfes = 'wm = == == . — 164,000
B u 478000
Lo , 178o. : S
An additional tax upon Malt  —

— = =— 310,000
- Additional duty on Britifh low Wines == . —  — :20,617
e e on Britith Spirits. . = = e=  w= 34,557 °
e e on Brandy — — — — — 35,310
— on Rul’ =’ wm  am o' — 50,958
Second additional duty on Wines '~ — - <= 72,000
Additional duty on Coals. exported — < wm — — .. 12,899 - '
Additional 5 per cent. on all the above-laid Taxes — 46,193
. Additional tax upon Salt = == —= —  ~— 69,000
' Additional Stamp Duties — == — - — 21,000
- Duty on Licencesto fell Tea, &c, = == = ~— 0,082

—— 7_ox;6 )

Computed amount of taxes laid in five years £, 1,830,000
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; uch reprefentations as thefe.yare 1rkf9me and un-

rig‘\‘ﬁ’?" ;ﬁ;a,{t‘;encé Fa‘ys;f—"‘ Th? money is gone a.nffl;!aa{’c ;e’c’an.i

e let care and vexation. go after it. Let us look forward.”—
}ng,t .CO~ « Let us look forward, for we are not yet got l.lcal.f way
t;rOlolg{l the lift of taxations.” Another campaxgr;, tha_t }: ;‘o fay,
another y’car-’s waifte of millions (not to be em}ploy.’c a.gamt : rr;nfe
and Spain) is already announced. L«f:t' s berawafle, a; ; g f"
he expences of but one more additional campaign, ed to
t]ﬁat trefent ou't{’canding debt, will make a total gf more than 4o
:nfllfi)ons, which will require 2. muc'h 1ong§rhl'1f’c of »‘ta);celjteglin
all the foregoing. ‘The foregoing lift, which w;ls C??‘.P ted o
roduce about 1,800,000 L. per annum, has not been: found pro-
g &ive béyohd 1,500,0001. Three xhu'ndred-thoufamd; pounds,
lfl?er::‘f{ore, of that work is ftill to dovovt.ar again by fguzle ’fuppllue_:
mental tortures of taxation; .and.after‘thrs we muﬁ; find fmm er
lift of taxes to provide for the intereft of 4.o.l-m11.l‘x>ons.>ffnore at

5 per cent. viz. about 2,000,000 l. more per annum for éver.

ime 1 aufe a little, and to confider where
surely :Sg tvlvx}r:aetlfmzoz:?ee ézi}r)w, The Minifter d::,cla-red, by his
Weblairce;&é at the outfet of the war, that fo far erm,,aP»Perend'
P; frefh cieb.tsk or taxes, he was fuperabut.ld‘-antly provided. He
}u%pended the impofition of the 4th inh-n_g Lanc;ll—l'.l'ax,fir};i
@ill boafted that he had »a,furp‘lus to (éhfchar,,g?‘a mi 1ondo !
National Debt.  Who could, at that time, have expe&idz 'at
we have fince feen, and what we now feel 2 Who. czu. ;11"2”6.
conceived that, by the end of the year 1781, an hundr; millions
" would have been wafted, and an annual rent—charg,e of taxclas ri;
quired from this country, to the amount of 3‘,.,’80?,;1)00 .dp :
annum for ever? As yet we are on_]x got {o fa‘;' upon t8c_: roa »01
taxation, as in the proportion of 1,500,000 1. .to 3,' of?,?yoct)h.
which is confiderably lefs than hal«f.way; and this vfu;;.);po‘:lgo. e
war to be brought to a termination in one more campaigi.

1 thall now producc the documents upon'whid} I have under-
taken to ftate the fum of 4o millions, . as {till requiring to befprror-)
vided for by future taxations. But to prevent any cOD ufio

. . i1l juft ex-
which may happen in the ufe of technical terms, I will ju plain

S

[rs5]
plainr what is meant by the term of the Outftanding Debt, as dif-
tinguifhed from the National Debt. The National Debt, pro-
perly fo called, amounts, at prefent, to the capital fum of

156,000,0001. To pay the intereft of this debt, fpecific taxes 4

have been laid from time to time, as the refpective loans were
made ; and this intereft, as it becomes due half yearly, is paid at
the public offices ‘to the refpective proprietors. This is the Na-
tional Funded Debt. The Outftanding Debt confifts of an im-
menfe number of promifcuous debts, contracted upon loofe and
indefinite accounts according to the Minifter’s difcretion, without
any parliamentary eftimate, and without any fpecific funds pro-
vided for the payment. The cuftom of voting fupplies in Parlia-
ment upon eftimate becomes a mere fition, as the Minifter no
longer thinks of confining himfelf to that eftimate. He runs

into an immenfe arrear of many millions unknown to the public,

which are kept fecret and out of fight, till the amount becomes

too enormous-to be concealed any longer. This mafs of enormous
and unreftrained profufion in Navy Bills, ViGualling Bills, Ord-

nance Bills, &e. &c. &c. conftituté what is called the Outftand-

ing Debt ; and fooner or later the public muft be feverely taxed

for the payment of it. It amounts at prefent to many millions.

The point which I am now going to lay before you is this,
That the taxes which it will be neceflary to lay on for the future
provifion of the outftanding expences of this war, fuppofing it to
continue only one'campaign more, will exceed the lift of taxes
already impofed during the war. Malt, and Beer, and Wine,
and Houfes, and Servants, and Salt, and Land, &c. &c. muft

be taxed again and again, or fome other fubftantial equivalent
taxes muft be provided. '

D2 ‘ The
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- phe following is an eftimate of the Out(’mnding Debt, and of
the expence of one additional campaign. ‘ A

Navy Debt remaining from 1779 — 7 6,857,000
'Computedtencreafe in 1780, being taken at}‘ 3,182,000
" the fame rate of encreafe as in 1779 = SO
Army Extras for the year 1780, taken} ; 2,'500;000'

nearly as in 1779 o 20 '

Vote of Credit due for 1780 — — 1,000,000
-Ordnance Extras, 178 —. = — - 450,000
Exchequer Bills outftanding — — — = 3,400;000

: ci : nts and - ] Funds

Deficiency of ‘G.raflt.s 'm.d of feveral Fun } 1,200,000
and feveral ‘Anticipations : ;

-Computed Expence‘ofanothericampaign — ' 145;000,000
ene ' the: ed-conclufion) = o '

General Arrears at the fq_ppofed c } 8,125,000
of the war S { =

' Total L. 41,714,000
Thisis the real ftate of the matter without aggravation. Taxes
“and funds muft be pr.ovided for all thefe millions, which amount
to a greater fom than all the millions which have been funded
fince the commencement of the American war. Here follows the
proof. - The amount of the money which has hitherto been funded
-upon the 1ift of taxes above recited, is.only 32',000,_0001. viz.
f1776 ——— . 2,000,000
\ 1777 —— 5,000,000
In {1778 —— 6,000,000
\1779 —— 750005000
L1780 ~——— 12,008,000

—————

Loans funded in five years — ~— — == 32,000,000
Remaining henceforward to be provided for, as’
above o 41,714,009

1 think I am now juf’ciﬁed in having faid that we have not

yet run half through the gauntlet of taxation. However, to f

all

[ 17 ]
all poffible cavil at defiance, in the application of this argument,
(as unfortunately there is no occafion to ftrain it) I will even cut
off 10,000,000 1. the remainder will then be in round numbers
32,000,000 1. . That fum would precifely require a double it of
all the preceding taxes of the war, to bring us to the conclufion
of one year more, as far as relates to the financial part of the war.
Whatever farther annihilations may befal the capital properties ot

 the Landholder, the Stockholder, the Houfeholder, the Manu-

fadurer, and the Merchant, are not included in this or in any of
the preceding ftatements. Let them ferioufly reflet on thefe
things." The tide of ebb is rapidly running out, and all that they
can {till call their own, and all their future hopes and fortunes,
are bound in fhallows and in mifery.

I will now give you a ‘fpke‘c'ki‘me‘n" of the mode in which the ac-
counts of the expenditure of Public Money are prefented to Par-
liament, pafled and voted, efpecially upon the article of Extraor-
dinaries. The following is a copy of ’
An account of the diftribution of the fum of 1,000,000 L. granted

10 bis Majefty to difray any extragrdinary expences incurred, or ta

’ be incurred, on account of Military Services for the year iv779"'.

v , o .S
Dates of Warrants. "To Henry Theophilus Clement, Efq; Deputyl ' £ I
 x779: .+ Vice. Treafurer of Ireland, to. be by him, | ,
Augufp 3d.. . from time to time, applied for defraying:» 50,000 0. .0
o the charges and expences of encampments '
and other military fervices in Ireland J

February 3. To Thomas Harley and Henry Drummond,
TR * Efqrs. to be by them applied and invefted.|- . .
~in the purchafing Spanith and Portugal » 74,834 4 4
- Coins for the ufe and fervice of his Ma- o
; jefty’s forces in North-America ’ '
Mareh 12th, - To ditto for ditto fervice: —_—

|
J
[ . — 11,977 15 7
—— 224. + Toditto for ditto fervice e # em = 40,050 Q- 2
: "To ditto for ditto —_ —_ -~ 200,00 O ©O .

To ditto for ditte~ —  — —  — 30,000 0 ©
. o ditto for ditte ~* == == ~—  —  20,000° 0 O
‘To ditto for ditto —_ —_— — 31,489 7 3
- Teditto for ditte = —  — — 62,778 19 ¢
E ) Te
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Dates of Warranic. To ditto for ditto . — — — e fz'oo 5‘0 *
1779. To ditto for ditto —_— — — ~— 82,115 16 :
Mareh 224.  To ditto for ditto — — — .27 ’265 1 S
To ditte for ditto — - - - 4.3, 384 >3
To ditto for ditto —_— — —_— '76’002 12 g
To ditto for ditte  — — — /= 20000 0 o
~ Fo ditto for ditto — — - 93§ 50; 2 IT
To ditto for ditte  —  — —  — 43,483 18
To ditto for ditto —_ -_— -— 35:748 1 xg
To ditto for ditto, in part of 352,705} 125, 7d. - 44,119 1:; o

PR

g

War-Qfficey Feb. 29, 1780, o 1,000,600 © o
C. JENKINSON.

1f fuch an account as this had been produced as a fpecimen of
the method of reg‘ulating the Public Expenditure in ahy foreign
nation of the world, I think it would not have been credited.
There is no comment in words which can poflibly aggravzite the ab-
furdity, or the infult to common fenfe, which appcaré upon the
firft fight of this extraordinary document. The firft article is a
grofs and lumping article of 5o,000l. for encampments, &c. in
Ireland. It does not pretend to be an explanatory voucher
»howevel'" it ftyles itfelf at leaft to be an expenditure. But the re:
maining 950,0001. pretends to be nothing elfe but money laid
out to purchafe money. What then ! we do not get forward by
that piece of information; for the queftion again recurs, What
is become of the Spanith and Portugal money fo purchafed by
Britith money ? 'The money ftill remains unaccounted for. No
other account, however, has been laid before Parliament ; but
‘upon that very document, without any pretence of explanation
whatfoever, they voted the total fum to be paid, in contempt of
the petitions of the people of England, who, << gppealing to the
Juftice of Parliament, did mof? earneftly requefl, that before any new
burthens were. laid upon this country, effedtual meafures might be
| taken by the Houfé to enquire into, and to correét, the grofi abufes
in the expenditire of Public Money.” Is it pofiible to conccive 2
grofier abufe in the Public Expenditure ? Of what ufe to the na-
‘ fion

| [ 49 ]
¢ion is the inftitution of Parliament, if fuch fort of accounts are
{uffered to pafs without the leaft enquiry?' :

Another account of a fimilar kind, entitled Extraordinaries of
the Army for the year 1770, Was prefented in the laft feffion, in
which there was a farther fum of 638,000l with no other de-

fcription or explanation, but merely To ditto for ditto fervice.

In a like manner the Extraordinaries of the Navy are laid be-
fore Parliament, in grofs uncxplained totals. Asa fpecimen, I

“have extracted two articles out of the ftate of the Navy Debt pre-

fented in the laft feflion, to fhew you the undiftinguifhing man-
ner in which the Naval Expences-are prcfented and difcharged in

Parliament, viz. , L.
Navy Bills — — — — 3,674,852

iVi&ualling Rills — —=  — 2,320,216

.

o 5,99 5,068 »
Here are near fix millions in two lines, which Parliament
gives‘ and grants to the Minifter, without any farther enquiry
into the matter. ‘

It is not to be wondered at that fo good an intelligence thould
{ubfift between the Minifter and Ais Parliament, when it is con-

fidered that the Minifter, who has the difpofal of public contradls; -
diftributes immenfe . proportions of the public expenditure,

through the hands. of members of Parliament. Can it be ex-
peted that fueh perfons fhould be among the foremoft to infift-
upon the moft rigid frogality, or to reftrain the {quandering of
Public Money, or to reduce all Exorbitant Emolumments ? Canit
reafonably be expelted that 2 Minifter, and his Affociates in Par-
liament, fhould be ftrenuous to put an end to the war, on ac-
count of any national expences, when the one is to enjoy, in pro-
portion to thofe very expences, the patronage. of beftowing 10 or
15 millions. a year in beneficial contrads and emoluments ; and
the others have no confent but their own to. confult, for dividing.
any fhare that they chufe of the public-fpoils? ‘
Ea2 I
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. o . : ‘holé fy ic meafures 1s carried on with ne-
I have extracted out of the Army Extraordinaries, which were I‘he'wholc fyfem Of.' P Ubh(.: m o on with no
prefented in the laft feflion, amounting to ab = cle _ other view but to eftablifh parliamentary influence, and to fecure
foecific br ) B, amounting to about 3,500,0001. the ] onftant majority attached to the Minifter for the time being,
pecific proportion of that fum which paffed through the hands of ] ¢ < fro i ir is i e
ands o ;; and detached from the intereft of their country. This is no fe-

mem , ian , - . >

nametéi'rxi (t)éeP irclézzfézt thlat ;}: eﬂ,mﬁf lge ;t E}p P 6%18 by the fevera] cret, you may fee a court lift of the late Parliament, confifting

hat- fur : 19, aat the contracts for 2,016,0001. out of ] of Placemen, Penfioners, and Contractors, fufficient to ruin any

that fum ftand clear under the titles of members of Parliament . 3
2

: el e 1 nation in the world. It is well known that the propert of
unc?ﬁneé’;ed ‘j\zth any oth\.ﬁs,. and that a farther fum of 370,c001. 1 many rotten boroughs is vefted in the Minifter fOl‘wtl})le, Zime
(C)fl?:r sn 33 rcx;]]rxlzis.connot;aifitls ];)(:lxll;lt‘ll}rzn:'i tmeng)ers of}Parthm;nt, 1and being, under the titles -of Treafury-Boroughs, Admiralty-Bo-

“ zL17 . y SN aQ ent. . pol-l th W le) e’ t)ree l\ : . & 1.1 f . . . .

" D : , roug . &c. while for others, the bargain and fale is m
parts in five of “all thefe contracts go through the hands of mem- roughs, cce " ’ & ! fale s made

_ R . is d of public corruption, which is the Public
bers of Parlia ‘rom thi ; e ) { out of his fun P ption,
) tament. From this fpecimen it is-no more than fair Purfe. Thus Parliament becomes the reprefentative of the
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reafoning to fuppofe, thatin other branches of the Public Fx- ‘k

penditure a fimilar proportion of the public wafte and profufion
pafles through the fame channel. oo
The amonnt of “this influence, upon a Public ‘Expenditure of
15 or 20 millions a year, is enormous. We fee it in its cffeCts
every day. What would the nation fay to a propofition for.
fettling the moderate fum of 4 or 5 millions a year, to be difpofed
of by the Minifter without account, in gratifications ‘to members -
of Parliament voting in his train? The effe®, as influential
on the reprefentative body of the people, would be the fame as in
the other cafe, but with this material difference to the advantage
of the people at large, that they would fave the ufelefs expendi-
ture of many millions which they are now involved in, only to
ferve as a cover for the Minifter’s parliamentary. patronage.” For
inftance, in the laft feflion a fum of 12,000,000 1. was borrowed
on the public account, and the terms of the loan were o conftructed
as to carry a premium of g, or 6, or 77 per cent. I.think the laft
loan ftood at 77 per cent. which, upon the fum of 12 millions,
would amount to above 8oo,000l. This is the amount of the
Minifter’s patronage as far as.the loan goes. . Now would it not
bea ngd bargain for the public, prudently to lay ‘half a million
at the Minifter’s fect, or even to pay the full forfeit of 7 per
cent. upon the whole fum, rather than to be put to the additional
expence of 12 millions only for a pretext? - - : - '

.~ The

Minifter, and not of the people. - Permit me on this fubject
to quote to you a paffage in that moft excellent -Addrefs of
your worthy reprefentative Sir George Savile, to his Conftituents
at the late general election. His abilities and -public v’irtuegive
additional weight to every argument which falls from him. '

¢« While the EleGors {ell their voices to the Member, and the
«¢ Member diftrefles his fortune to buy them, Parliament will be
<« the purchafe of the Minifler. Parliament-Men will find ways of
< partaking other advantages than merely their fbare in common with
<< you, of thofe good meafures which they fball promete, and of thofe
« good laws which they fball enatl Jor your govermment and their
<« gwn: And the modern-improved arts of corruption, by con-
« tra&s, fubfcriptions, and jobs, is attended with this perverfe
<« and vexatious confequence; that their benefit is not only un-
<< conneted with your’s, but it grows upon your diftrefs. They
« feed on the expence, they fatten on every extravagance that art
¢ and ill condu& can engraft on the natural difadvantages of a re-
¢« mote, rafh, ill-fated, impolitic, and unfuccefsful war. The
<« Minifter’s dire& intereft, (nay his fifety) meanwhile, requiring
“ him to pufh the defperate game, and even in {elf-defence to
<¢encreafe that very expence which is his crime; to intrench
¢ himfelf ftill deeper in corruption, and by headlong and unmea-
« fured extravagance to have the means of juftifying to the faith-
“ ful Commons his former mifmanagements and mifdeeds.——
¢ See where this ends, but forget not where it begins.”
F * That
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That minifterial influence Aas prevailed in Parliameng and:
3 alg

that,.r by the means of {uch influence, the nation Aas deen fatall
‘deceived-and betrayed into this rafb, ill-fated, impolitic, and ur.

Juccefiful war, are truths too notorious to be denied. We: have
- therefore, reafonable ground to apprehend that fimilar mean "

at leaft be attempted for the purpofe of again deceiving the ng

tion, and leading the prefent Parliament into the adoption of the

fame fatal fyftem of meafures. In fuch circumftances it i th

'd.uty of Conftituents to watch over their Reprefentatives with 6‘
clrc‘umfpe’&: and jealous eye. We have lately feen two. Par-liarn‘ a
diffolved before the ordinary term of their expiration. In e:}fs.
firft inftance, viz. in 1774, the motive avewed for tha.t- m.eafu .
was, the introduction of the American war. What has been tée
motive in the year 1780 ? The anfwer is obvious, A renewal ff:’
the leafe of that war for another term of fix or feven ears’ :){
war which I can call by no other name than a war of yMin:ﬁ N
againft thc fentiment and real interefts of their country, e

- It is the undoubted right of the people of England
own concerns, to think and to {fpeak for themfelves, as well ag
through. the intervention of their reprefentatives ,This ri }?115“
they will and ought to exert whenever they fee reai’on to {uf] leg&tk
that fec;ret or corrupt means may be ufed to pervert the couifelg
of .'th‘cn‘ Parliament to purpofes adverfe to the public good 7
This is a conftitutional mede of bringing meafures to a na?ionai
teft unconne&ed with any private views, or any poffible biafs of
party. This right they have exerted ; let us, therefore, take thc:
voice of the people for our guide What then is their o;ihion re-
ipe&xng t‘hef American war? The County of York have brought
that opinion to a public teft, and have met with the {upport gndi
concurrence of {ubfequent meetings of other couaties, iﬁpthe ;'01-

%ow(;ng unanimous declaration of their own fentiments on that
head. o

» i their
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AF the GENERAL MEETING of the COUNTY of YORK,
beld at York the 28th of March, 1780,

¢« ResorveDp unanimoulfly, That it is the opinion of this meet-
« ing, that the profecution of an offenfive war in America, is
¢« moft evidently a meafure which, by employing our great and
s« enormoufly expenfive military operations againft the inhabitants
« of that country, prevents #Azs from exerting its united vigorous

e and. firm- efforts againft the powers of France and Spain, and

¢ has no other effect upon America than torcontinue, and thereby
« to increafe, the enmity which has o long and fo fatally fub-
« fifted betwixt the arms of both, can be produétive of no good:
«.whatever; but, by preventing conciliation, threatens the ac-
« complithment of the final ruin of the Britith Empire.” o

Another unanimous refolution, of the fame i‘rﬁpotf‘, was fuper~

added at the General Meceting of the County of CAMBRIDGE, on
the roth of April, 1780, and adopted by fubfequent meetings

of other counties, viz.

¢« Resorvep unanimoufly, That the thanks of this meeting
¢ be given to thofe Members of both Houfes of Parliament,
s who, forefeeing and forewarning their country of the confe-
< quences, have uniformly oppofed the coercion of America’;
« and that they be entreated to ufe their’ wifdom in accomplifh-
* ing, and not even yet to defpair of effecting, a re-union with
¢ that country on beneficial, juft, and honorable térms.”

Thefe are the declared fentiments of many counties, contain-
ing, in numbers, fome millions of our countrymen. And it is
undoubtedly the united with of the whole kingdom to fee peace
teftored with America, S '

I will now ftate to you authentic ¢vidence of the fentiments of
Minifters upon this head. On the 277th of June laft, your worthy
member, Sir George Savile, made a motion in the Houfe of Com-~
mons, (which I had the honor to fecond) in the very terms of the
unanimous refolution of his Conftituents. h

IT PASSED IN THE NEGATIVE.

Fa. B'Y

4




{24 ]

‘By this contraft you may forma certain judgment of the prins
éiples which guide the meafures of Adminiftration, and from
principles-argue to their intended fyftem. The negative given to
the firft: part of your refolution relative -to - France- and- Spaip,
amounts to an- explicit .declaration, cither that the employment
of all our powers upon the .continent of ‘America, does not pre-
vent the application of thofe fame :powers againft the Houfe of
Boufbdn {which is too abfurd even to be affeljted) ; or, that Mi-
hiﬁ:ry; are;{fyﬂcma,ti,call_y determined ;tovrfacriﬁce'-ev,ery intereft of
this_cauntry to the Houfe.of Bourbon, rather than‘ to relinquifh
the American war :. And by .contraditing the latter propofitions
it aflerts in effe@, That the continuation of hoftilities does not con-
tribute to the encreafe of animofity, nor an irreconcilable ‘breach
with 'Amel"ica,:tcnd to the ruin or even the diminution - of the
Britith Empire: that it is, therefore, the plan of Minifters to
widen the deftrutive breach, and to render it irreparable, is in-
controvertibly the only inference that can be drawn from the fan-
guinary and venal negative, which has thus been put upon the de-

clared fenfe of a very large and moft refpectable, portion of the
people of England. : , ~

~ We have thus brought the Miniftry and their country face to
face upon this ground ; the one for a juft and honorable peace ;
the other for war at all events. But Miniftry .contend that they
are fincere for peace :  What fteps have they taken to demonftrate
their fincerity ? Is the refufal of your propofition of the 28th of
March, 1780, when moved in Parliament by your worthy Re-
prefentative, a proof of their fincerity ? Is the refufal of every
propofition or bill of conciliation offered in Parliament, by the
friends of peace, without offering any others of their own, to be
accepted as a proof of their fincerity ? Have they offered any fpecific
conditions of accommodation to the Colony of Georgia, which has
been in their poffeflion for near two years ? Have they drawn out
any line of accommodation with South-Carolina fince the capture
of Charles-Town, or the victory at Camden ? Yet fuch {teps as
thefe would be the fureft way of inviting the confidence of the
Colonies towards this country, while the omiffion of them, by

creating only alienation and diftruft, ,d,emqnﬁra,tes to a certainty
that their difpofition is for war. '

Minifkers
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' : edly carryi the war for uncondi-
inifters are now profefiedly carrying on the 3 4
i Mlln;\?gxii;{xon: Tll:ey will not declare cither to thl.S ;olunt, X
or America upon what terms peace may be practica e. N
or © Loﬁ'ered’ in the-laft feffion by General Cc?nway, t‘o invite
jblu‘ wtas‘fome fpeciﬁcafion of conditions. . That bill was dr avxfrnfup
ihe'mn t(l)le ciofef’c terms of dependence; yet even .t?at \gas rz u ed%
o i : wre, (of moving for the order o
: ‘parliamentary manceuvre, . e of
and’d'by) anI?)t even the title was {uffered to appear in ‘t.he' votes.
e hayfa‘me: day that Sir George Savile moved rthe. Yo.rkfhu-e‘l?e«
(f)? 'tt'ciu  I did likewife propofe a bill of cqll?xllatxon? w’chh(
0°uhlt h’ave beeri modified to any terms that' Miniftry .Wou1‘d havg
n:ngfented to. It was offered upon that ground, an fmll ;ejeé‘fed:
C ’ : . . N ‘ B . an
i tain to the utmoft, the Americ
And to render every thing uncertain t tm ! rerican
inifter has freq red in his place in Parliament, tha
inifter has frequently declare . - in Parlia
i\ldém‘-ts ofed COr?ceﬁions of the commiffion in the year 1778,7 ';;Fc'
:)t Ix)iov{; to be confidered as binding this country to any fimilar
;ropoﬁtions in future. Every thing, therefore, is loofc’_andv’un-
conditional. T :

Minifters profefs peace in gene‘r;il terms, i])ut Whenev;x:otc};?f
defcend to particulars, their. arguments tend oln y»to wa:'}.‘e To cer-
tain perfons, who ftill retain fome old fcruples as i:o mim;; nal
juftice of the war, and who would not (ionfent to the ;ol. inee
of an gffenfive war, if they were not inftructed t(()i e 1c:;3€ hat
America is now become an unpla_\cabl-e enemy, an cx;f:n 1ta§d
greflor, they affirm that the Americans are a natior:i n.xa 1311’?3 ond
hoftile to Great Britain, a&ivel.y engaged in a cox?ffel‘c‘el acy wi l{ ou
enemies, {worn to our deftruction, and fo power ufx{fli conjun tion
with France, that if we were not to keep an immen ;: cet to w teh
their coafts, and fifty or fixty th?ufand troops upoa the ﬂcondtm.enfh
keep ¢hem at bay, they would feize all our remaining i lands 18- e
Weft-Indies which are not yet taken frorx} us by Fran?e.f p.on
this ftate of the argument, “'the. p~rofecufmn of an of‘}en‘lvbe‘leia};
an America,” appears quite in a different _hght. fron; that xxj \Z hic
it appeared to the County of York ; for it is now become a defer-

Jive war on our part for the protection of the Britifh Wc&-Indieg. ‘

G Bugt
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‘Bat when they are to caft their nets for another fet of nyers,
who, having no fcruples at all, enquire no farther than fimply
this,—¢ Can we beat them ?”"—To thefe perfons they reply that—
America abhors: France; mott: bitterly regrets her alliance, and
would de-any 'thing to fhake it off. - That the people- there
are deftitute of food-and raiment ; diftrated intheir couniels;
feeble in-their efforts ; undifeiplined in their ranks; exhauft-
ed in their refources; harrafled under military oppreflions;
and groaning under the tyrannous anatchy of Congrefs ; and,
what is ‘moft’ to be depended. upon in our favor, univerfally
attached to the parent flate, and carneltly ‘longing to return to
their antient conftitutional connexion and depcndenc«e.-—,—,Stmhge
as it may feem, that fuch contradiftory arguments fhould be
applied to the fame point, yet fo it is, every man who has fat
in Parliament has heard each of them urged, according to the
argument of the day, to inftigate the relentle(s fury of war.

Another argument for war is, That we cannot make peace,ti]_'l
e have reduced the power of France and Spain. ¢ Then why
* are not the military operations of this country. exerted with
‘¢ united vigor and firm eﬁbrtsaga}inﬁ France and Spain,” inftead
of fupporting ““an offenfive war. in America?” This would be the
fenfe of the people of England. But the Minifter. will have it
otherwife. = His plan for reducing the power, and particularly
the naval power, of the Houfe of Bourbon, is by a war of mil-
Lions upon millions upon the continent of America. Such argu-
‘ments as thefe may pafs current with a minifterial majority in
Parliament ; but they are infults to a nation., <

What are you to think when fuch arguments are impofed upon
you ? LEvery fufpicion becomes juitifiable. This country may be-
come a facrifice to France in the event, for a temporary forbear-
ance, .whilft our Minifters are wafting the ftrength, and deftroy-
ing.the refources of their country in an American crufade.  Fears
and feruples fhake us. What are we to think? We know for a
eertain truth, that, during three campaigns, fince the commence-
ment of hottilities with France, our Minifters have not direGed

out
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our military force againft that antient snemy and rival of our
greatnefs.  We have no reafon to believe that they mean to exert
the force of this country againft the Houfe of Bourbon in the
next campaign, for which Parliament has already voted immenfe
fums both for land and fea fervice. It is, therefore, too plain
that the honor and interefts of this country are to be: facrificed,

or at leaft but flackly fupported in competition with the Houfe of -

Beurbon. -

" But, perhaps, if Minifters do not fpeak to France out of the
cannon’s mouth, they may whifper; and that they have whifper-
ed has been afferted upon no mean authority ; for it is afferted in a
manifefto bearing date July, 1779, from the court of Spain, zbar
they (the Englifh Miniftry) were infinuating themfelves az the court
of France, by means of fecret empffuries, and making great offers ro ber.
Is this the way in which Britith Minifters affert the honor of their
country again{t the Houfe of Bourbon? They have been fore-
warned. for many years of the infidious defigns of France; their
Minifter at Paris informed them, from time to time, of many
fpecific arts of interfesence in the American concerns, long before

the French declaration in March, 1778, Yet, after more than -

twelve months of ‘opcn hoftilities, inftead of < exerting the

« united, vigorous, and firm cfforts of this country againft the

« Houfe of Bourbon,” they are found proftrate at a French Mi-
nifter’s feet, infinuating themfelves with great offers to procure for-
bearance and peace. For three campaigns together they have
waited the force and treafure of thefe kingdoms in a mad and
ruinous war in America, knowing that they have left behind us
the whole power of the Houfe of Bourbon, lying in wait, with
permiffive forbearance; to watch the maturity of our errors, and
then to firike the blow. ‘

Whether fuch Minifters may even now be infinuating themfelves
- with great offers at the court of Spain, cannot be known ; but thus

much is clear at leaft, that the unaccountable ftate of inaction,
which has hitherto {ubfifted in that part of the war which con-
cerns Great Britain and the Houfe of Bourbon, carries a deceitful

G2 and
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and treacherous afped. 1 fear this temporary calm forebodes fome
heavy ftorm behind. /

The fituation of this country is truly alarming, and more fo
upon deeper confideration of it.- Minifters tell us, and T fear too
truly, that it is not poffible zsw to make peace with America
without the confent of France. But what is their conclufion?
That we muift purfue an offenfive war in America. Yet this is
the very caufe of the embarrafiment: For it is not by virtue of any
of the articles of the alliance between France and America, that
France can obtain any controul over the alts or views of Great
Britain. Give us back the forces and treafure which our Mini-
fters have wafted, and which they are continuing to wafte, ina
war upon the continent of America, and we need not afk the per-
miflion of France in the arrangement of any conditions with Ame-
rica. ‘Then ftrike at theroot ; diret ¢ the united, vigorous, and
« firm efforts of this country againft krance and Spain.” Itis
vain to prolong our undecided fate ; if you can, by force of arms,
carry compulfion to the Houfe of Bourbon, we are yet a great
people, and the firlt of nations. The road will then be open
once more to any arrangement with America, free from the con~
troul of France, and Britain may be herfelf again. But Minifters
are obftinately and inflexibly bent upon their own madnefs, and
will not exert the united efforts of their country againft the inve-
terate and watchful rivals of its greatnefs. Yet what do they ex-
pect to obtain by cringing and infinuating themfelves with great
offers 2 Perhaps that which the Houfe of Bourbon would think it
a good bargain to concede without any offers .at all, viz. An in-
fidious and temporary forbearance, while Britith Minifters are ex-
haufting the Public Treafure, wafting the blood of their country-
men in vain, and thus preparing to deliver over their country it-
felf, weak and defencelefs, to its natural enemies. What com~
pact could the Houfe of Bourbon wifh tacitly to eftablith. but
this, viz. Forbearance on their part, as the condition of perfe-
verance in the prefent exhaufting fyftem of meafures upon ours.

But, perhaps, it may be faid, that one fuccefsful campaign in
America may decide the conteft, and extricate us out of all our
difficulties.

3
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difficulties.—So far from it, in my opinion, that if fuch an event
could happen, it would only be the commencement of our dif-
ficultics. The whole force of this country would then be bound
down in America for ever. To maintdin the conqueft of fuch a
country in relu@tant fubjection, 3000 miles diftant, and 1500
miles in its own extent, would require, I believe I might venture
to fay, the whole force of Europe; but would certainly exceed
¢the extremeft powers of Great Britain. In fuch a cafe the Houfe
of Bourbon would have completely gained their end; at prefent
they are to conceive it as a poffible event at leaft, that this country
mayrélinquim the American war, and that confideration my fuf-
pend their defigns; but if they could once fee the wholé force of
Great Britain bound down and fixt to the continent of America,
they would then fpeak out, their inaction would then turn to ac-
tivity. A new war would emerge upon us even out of our fup-
pofed viGories; a war altive and offenfive againft us on the part
of the Houfe of Bourbon, and perhaps brought home with terror
and difmay to our own defencelefs gates. V' ‘

" That wife men ¢ have forefeen and forewarned their country of
« fuch confequences,” take upon recorded atteftation; hear then
the Proteft in the Houfe of Lords, March g5, 1776. ¢ If the flames
¢« of war fhould be kindled in Europe, which we fear is too pro-
s bable, we refleét with horror upon the condition of this country,
«¢ under circumftances in which the may be called upon to refift the
« formidable attack of our powerful enemies, which may require
< the exertion of our whole force, at a time when the firength
¢t and flower of our nation are employed in fruitlefs expeditions
« on the other fide of the world.”

“Thus much I ftate upon the fuppofed cafe of a total and abfo-
lute conqueft of America’; and, after all, the argument of con-
queftis but a dream. But for the fake of argument I will go yet
farther, and even put the cafe of a general furrender and voluntary
fabmiffion on the part of America, in order to thew you that, in
every pofiible cafe, the prefent fyftem of meafures is abfurd and

fuinous, “for, on this fuppofition, the Houfe of Bourbon ftill re-
mains to be talked with. In fhort, the great conteft of rival
poWér between Great ‘Britain and the Houfe of Bourbon muft,
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fooner or later; be brought to a decifion: That is now the core
of the war. The Houfe of Bourbon have been lying in wait for
many years to (eize the advantage of our folly. By favour of our
Minifters they have at length obtained. it,, and completely hem-
med us in. We can neither make war with America, nor peace
with America; nor fend troops ‘to. America, nor withdraw our
troops from America, without their confent. Minifters know
this; they proclaim it; and, becaufe it affords a pretext for pro-
curing another 2o millions for wafte and peculation,. they, even
exult in it; and ftill, inftead of exerting.the national force égain(h
the allied Crowns of France and Spain, they perfift in their plan,
of reducing the ftrength of this country by diverting it to other

obje@s; thereby giving every advantage to the comparative force

of our enemies..

But fuppofing this voluntary {abmitlion ,complétc. on the part
of America; Can any one conceive that we can ever again- polfefs
the dependence of America without the confent of the. Houfe of
Bourbon ; or can any one think that France and Spain will give
their confent without the extremity of war firlt tried bem?ecn
them and Great Britain? I think no man can be fo weak as to
flatter himfelf with either of thefe expeQations. Confider thé
circumﬁances, What could be the motives of France for cnter;
ing into the American Alliance? To feparate America from
Great Britain. Their whole condu& declares that théy. con-
fidered the independence of America as the ground.—w‘o‘r.k":' 1?0-1..
immediately after- the declaration. of independence, they ICCCIVCd
the American Minifters at Paris, and entered int0~thé negotiation
of a treaty of alliance, in which treaty the independence Zf, Ame-
rica was recited as the bafis ; nay, ftill farther, thc"indcneﬁdéncg
of America is publicly avowed in the French Ivianiefeﬁo.'ojf Marcbv
1778, to Great Britain herfelf, and to all the world, as the b{aﬁ;
of the connexion between France and America. ?"’l’."hér‘efor‘c the
independence of America, was the condition upon which alone
France would give them their affifftance ; that is to fa’y ’hei"voWn
independence was the valuable confideration p;licdgcd' by;\mcnca to
France as the purchafe of that aﬂiﬁva‘nce.( And th"e;‘i reafon is
obvious, for the independence of America muv{t’névcyéﬁérﬂy become
a matter of deep and fericus intereft to France, when by Lhcfepam-

tion
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¢ion the limits of the Britifh Empire are contrated, and by the
infringement of our monoply in the American Trade, a divifion
of the {poils is not only poured into her harbours for the prefent,.
but permanently affured to her by commercial treaties, which,,
for their validity, muft altogether depend upon the free agency;
and abfolute independence of the contraéing party; and there--
fore, in any.of the foregoing cafes, either of conquering America.
by arms, or of thejz voluntary {ubmiffion, the core of. the conteft
il remains with the Houfe of Bourbon ;. and the more we ex~:
hauft ourfelves in a preliminary war with America, the farther
we fhall be from the final power of maintaining and realizing the-
objeéts of our purfuit, even if we could by any means acquire.a,
tranfitory pofleffion of them in the firft inftance..

If the dependence of ‘America igat any time to be recovered by
force,. (a cafe which I put in compliance with the argument, not.
as approving or deeming it pralicable) there are two parties to be.
{ubdued. If we begin with-the Houfe of Bourbon, and. thould
fucceed again{t them, we thould be fo far upon:the road ; but if we
{hould fail againft them, we had better fail in- the firft.inftance,
than fall into their hands,. when exhaufted to the laft gafp by the
continuance of the American war.. America would equally be
cone in either cafe; but the confequences to ourfelves, as a nation,
would be widely different for. if we- exhauft ourfelves in the pte-
lim,i_narj conteft with America, and thould then fall into.the hands
of France and Spain, we may. become,. I know. not what, even a
province. to the Houfe of Bourbon! But if we bring the conteft
to an iffue,  in the firft place, with the Houfe of Bourbon, while
our force remaing equal to the trial ; even, if we fhould fail, yet.
the difparity cannot be fo great, but that we fhould bring our Eu~
ropean rivals down with us, without any fearin that cafe. of be=
coming a. pg_oy.in_cel to America.., A

There are many perfons-who, not entering- into the intricacies:
of the war,. take the queftion only in the grofs, and who think:
that, in every cafe of actual war, they cannot do better than to
give general fuppoit to. the. Adminiftration. To fuch: perfons I
recommend that, as a criterion and pledge of :fidelity to their
country, they fhall require of thofe Minifters whofe meafures they

H 2 have
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ha‘:fe hxthe.rto {upported too~indifcrirﬁinately,:’ to ¢ direct al

uq;~te.d,. vigorous, and firm- efforts . of Great ‘Bl'itaie all .the
her'{nwdlous and inveterate enemies the Houfe of 'Bo‘u;lb‘ a_gfmﬁ
cgll it'a pledge of fidelity froniMinifters, becaufe’ h’dwe’ on. I
P ¢;'for.}s, who are at a diftance from opportunities of ‘q“c’c"Zer cher
fervation, may be unap prized of the real ftate of ublic duy ob-
yet Minifters themfelves muft know that it is by thiir IC d{ng?r;
ance»that'th’e* antient and-avowed enemies of this counto"wn-' ey
l‘uﬁvely permitted to'lie in wait for'its deftrucion. »“Y “alte 'C?I"V

If Mmlﬁeirs will ‘obftinately plunge their country into a precon-
::crt;.d fygemf’cif deftru&ive meafures of which they are cor}r)) pe«ftzi;
o fee the fallacy; if all their meafures are mi iy
their pretended objets, and bear fofulzstﬁzrrw nl:;l‘.f;?‘ﬂCbUlated' ‘
?f being the creatures of pride, revenge, and ,lecbu]a?’t th»o(c-
it ‘.th‘en be notorious that they have feé’retcd allpmé lon"; ’
quiry an'd information from the public, and uniforml?? ‘O’f‘cfn‘-
upon their country by every delufive mifreprefentation of tl;lnpo o
I ﬂlau’ leave‘the cqnclu,[ion to this applicable maxim ‘f I e
Omnia prafumuntur contra fpoliatorem. o the Law,

\ : . C . - o .
is unqueftionably good againft them. . ‘Onﬁlu.&lv}e pl.eit‘l‘m‘ptlon

th.:; .rf{mf’c' ’;e §o§feﬂ'ed upon the foregoing ftate of the argument
1 neither the conqueft nor the fubmiffion ofAmericb b,
prc;.duétlve of any good, the cafe feems delperate. What‘afhceiln;'ec
g)lalns t:t{){: done? Can it be ftill poﬂjlbk, in-the prefent ftate of
e contelt, aggravated and embarrafied as it is now bec

l?Ok forward to any practicable terms of conciliati th Ao
nca-'? That fome kind of conciliation muﬂt*tak‘e vO’;’ ‘Wlth A;me'_‘
period: or other is moft certain, becaufe war Cangoi'ci o
But for the terms, I fear, we cannot expe&t them n Yt ’efe""al'
as ‘thf)fc which ?lave been formerly offered to this cgw oy i
unan‘l‘rxy?m: “petitions of America, and which - M;i urfl’ttry b)" Py
hour of »zzyo'/mce,‘ have rejected with difdain, The ‘”;‘ 'CIS?F ’”'_f/”
Weuhave?ntherto feemed‘ to follow, has bc;‘en to r(:;"yf rullie‘WhICh
which might have .been had at each particulartimc‘ t?lle : Z te”f,’s
too late, and then to contemplate the effe@s of our fi HI N affion
with regret. -For what remains, at leaft, let us be W(i)fe')ii 12‘1\(??&;1;2

: can
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can no longer hope to reftore the ftate of our affairs to the condi-
tion in which they were when the unanimous petitions of America
wcre_‘rcjeﬁed. WeifAhould not, however, defpair, they may yet
admit of fome alleviation, if conducted with prudence, mode-
ration, and fincerity. ‘

I have already fufficiently explained that the dependence or
independence of. America upon this country, remains no longer a
queftion to be fettled folely between the original parties to the
difpute. France is now become a principal ; it was France that
firlt called America forth to independence ; it is the Houfe of
Bourbon which now afferts and maintains that independence witly
a ftrong hand, and America herfelf, in the caule of her own in-
dependence, is now become but a remote and fecondary party,
as far as the decifion of tha_t“caufe relates to Great Britain.
If Minitters tell us that we muft ﬁght' to the laft man, and to the
laft fhilling, to recover that dependence of America which they
themfelves have thrown away, then why do they not direct
< the united, firm, and vigorous efforts of;this “country againft
¢« the Houfe of Bourbon ?”  From ‘their not ‘doing this, thc
proof becomes conclufive againft them, That th?y are_‘dcccivi‘ng
their country by falfe pretences, and-that their war is nothing elfe -
but a war of pride, revenge, and peculation, at the peril and coit

of their country.

. But the pretext of continuing the war to recover the depen-
dence of America, is now, I think, almoft worn out, and Minifters
have accordingly changed their ground, and tell us that France and
America are at prefent fo clofely connelted together, that we
mutft carry on the war in America until we have effected a feparation
between them. But is the continuation of an ’pfﬁ:nﬁve war againft
‘America the way to effect this feparation ? So. far from it, that
its only poffible operation ruft be to drive the conneted parties .
into a more intimate connecion ; and perhaps, by urging America
for the purpofe of prefent prefervation to the neceflity of mortgaging
to France all her future faculties and refources, to cement a union
beyond the power of Great Britain hereafter to diffolve. The
fullacy is hardly fpecious.—If they truly and fincerely fought to
: 1 *effect
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effed a feparation, they muft neceffarily have adopted that fun-
damental maxim eftablifhed in the refolution of the County of
York ; and in the firft 'iﬁftance, have ¢ direted all our united,
firm, and vigorous efforts againft the Houfe of’"Bourbpn'."’ '

I believe that the wifh to fee America releafed from thejr
'engagements ‘with France, and to re-unite that ‘countr in
friendthip and affe@®ion with Qurfalves, 1s much clofer to the
heart of the people of Great Britain, ‘than the defire ‘of recover-
ing any relu@ant dependence from ‘them hereafter. ‘But can the
treaty of alliance, now fubfifting between France and Anmierica,
be fuperfeded in its operation by any fteps of relaxation, which
‘could be taken on the part of Great Britain? I think it might, if
that {tumbling-block of independence could but be removed, or
even tacitly difpenfed with. * 1 will ftate thofe articles of the ‘trea-
ty, which feem to me to warrant that opinion : In the firft place,
If Great Britain fhould think proper; formally, to declare the in-

dependence of America, the whole treaty of alliance “drops to
the ground at once; the ‘eﬁ’ential and dire&t end of it being ac-
complifhed, there is no farther obje for the treaty to attach
upon, and therefore, as-a treaty of alliance,}it-‘ceafcs'to exift. - This
argument is founded upon the 2d article of the treaty, which-de-
clares that ¢« The efiential and direct end of the prefent defenfive
¢¢ alliance is to maintain effetually the liberty, fovereignty, and in-
¢ dependence abfolute and unlimited of the faid United States, as
<€ well in matters of government as of commerce.”  So-much for the
firft fuppofed cafe of the independence of America, formally aflured
by Great Britain.—To the fecond cafe, viz. The facit ceflion of

i’nd‘ependenc'c, I adduce the 8th article, in which ¢ they mutually

‘¢ engage not to lay down their arms, until the independence of

¢ the United States fhall have been ‘formally or tacitly aflured by

“ the treaty or treaties which fhall terminate the war.” © When
: thefe two articles are compared together, it appears that in either
~of thefe caies, viz. of the independence of America Sormally af-
Sfured -or Ferutn
. ‘fhércf'gr\'c,. that the treaty itfe]

o [lurea, the bafis of the treaty is taken away, and
» t, upon this contingency, “becomes
a non-exiftence; becaufe the treaty in queftion is not a

genéral
treaty

R
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y of alliance, but a fpecific treaty for the acgo@xpl_ifhmeﬁ_t 05’

treat
one, and only one declared end.

1 havé vliivt11e1'to only {poke of the‘ indepc'auc?ehce of A}mg:nc;a
as patronized by France againft ‘Great Bntam, upon the gle-
-] view of hoftile and rival politics between them ; but 1Q the
e o it bears 2. fpecific referénce to the treaty of
prefent cafe it bear‘s. a 'more ip \. I e e ot
alliance -of which. we are now fpeahknlig. [t fnay(}ppf [ogulat ot
firft fight, that-a treaty, the {’Zﬁfﬂz‘m/ and 'll’ll‘il’r,? end o dw ick flh -
clared to be the eftablithment of American 111d¢p~ex) e_nc.e,‘v o};f
:be entitled a defenffue alliance bet\.veen- France and .fl‘;ln}exfxca.' ‘Bu |
the reafoning upon which this ftitle is founded will zllppegp qp.pz
a deduction of the cafe. Ihave a]ready' ftated to you t:}at meric
dragged into a premature declaration of independence, as a
o b slied with, before they could ex-
qualification neceﬁ”ar;g to be comg ith, clore they conld ex-
pect to receive fuch fupport from 2 for.elgn in spen_ er ;})1 1 },md
vnﬁight enable them to ‘rcﬁf’c‘. Fhe fore;gn..llierceflg{es», w ;;Cult had
‘-begn hired by the Britifth Miniftry for their deftru 19111.). ] ut this
'point of procuring aﬁi{?calmc.e' f1'1om France was notf to ? ol sined
by a fimple declaration of independence only ; for Wlend al
ﬁ;pport;wasz to be fent to them, thcy were called upon tff epo 1
‘fome valuable confideration as repayment for that a&ua uppmé
‘f'o -fel]t. That valuable confideration was a treaty of opfen an
free commerce with America. Accordingl.y. a Atreaty{ .o ‘Corn-‘
merce was previoufly figned between A merica fmd‘FI;mLe o‘nv
‘the fame day, but before the treaty of . allx‘an;§e; in .con. equlen'u;
of which this concomitant treaty of alliance 1s"exp1:efs]y dec are
ifo be entered into, for the purpofe of ﬁrcn.gt.h,enmg and fu:pp?rtfnlg
‘thke‘ treatyv of commerce. For tbere was evidently a defelt o tit fe
on thevpart of America to enter into a treaty of com:rnercc;:, }m ? s»
as maintaining the rank of an mdepender%t ﬁa?e; ﬁllere VOLe‘t‘le
eflential and direG end of the treaty of alliance was ;toddeﬁng the
(treaty'b‘f American commerce, .by. eftablithing that in e}(;en‘ .encc
‘which, alone, could give validity to the con}raé‘c.I AF) France
and America are thus joined together to -dey‘end the title, upon
‘which the one conceded and the vother,mcew_ed the treaty of Ame-
rican commerce, as a fubfidiary compenfation for the\?ﬁiﬁance
afforded by France to Amcrica.  But the moment the indepen-

12 dence -
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dence of America ig recognized by the only party having' an
claim againft it, the validity of the treaty of commerce be-
ing eftablithed, France is paid off for her mercen

and under that treaty cannot haye any further claim upon
America, o : o :

Befides, the whole conftitution of this treaty of alliance pe.
tween America and France 15 defenfive, fpecial in. jts matter, apd
folely directed in the conﬁ'ru&ion\ of its parts, towards the ac-
complithment of ope cflential and direqt end, and to no other,
Therefore I am aftonifhed how it cap poffibly be conceived te

- carry, in the leaft degree, the appearance of being a general and
perpetual alliance, ‘

As to the fubordinate articles of this or any other treaty,
they are always to be confidered as being merely. inftrumental
in their operations, and finally referable to the fundamental
obje of the treaty.  All -the fubordinate provifions, fuch
as maéz}zg common caufe, or nor corzv/zzdz}zg truce or peace withoys
mutual confent, &c. which are of courfe component parts of
cvery treaty of alliance, are to be taken as dependent upon the
eflential and declared eng of the alliance, being merely - inftry.-
mental means to accomplith that end, and having no originality
in themfelves, they drop of courfe, upon the effe@tyal accomplifh-
ment of that end towards which they were only intended to ferve
as the efficient and inftrumental means, ‘Upon' the whole matter
I do conceive, that upon the forma/ or tacit admiflion of the ip-
dependence . of America by Great Britain, the contracting parties

on both fides become free, and that the alliance itfelf is, 1pfo_facto,
diffolved. o : _ v ,

Iam aware that this conceflion may appear to eftablifh an
alienation of the American trade to France. [ grant that it re-
cognizes the infringement of oy former monopoly, but do not,
for that reafon, conceive that we enter into a loﬁng ‘bargain,
America, if conquered by the fword, ij] fcarcely be an acqui-
fition ; her wafted territories will be byt il able to fend money
for the manufactures of. Great Britain, The mode of govern-

ment,
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ment, which tyranny, nay perhaps policy' herfelf, upon fuch a Qatc
of circumftances, muft cftablifh, font the }?u;rpof:e of controuling
the reluant remnant of her \vanqmﬂ_led inhabitants, will con-
tinue the depopulation, and is but ill calculated to fofter .t;hc
{econd infancy of American cbmme::ce. »What then do we alie--
nate by lenient conceflions ? A portion of thz.a.t trade,. the whole
of which we muft otherwife anmhxl.ate, while we ftilk referve 2

ortion to ourfelves; for, if America encreafe, as on terms of
franquillifty and independence fhe naturally muft do, fhe has not
yet, by her treaty with F rance, - precluded a trczfty of commerq:
with Great Britain ; and a moiety of her cuftom, in thelzyda.y of her
uncontrouled profperity, may pofiibly, nay muft neceffarily, ex-
ceed in profit the utmoft that Gre‘a{. Britain has ever heretofore
received upon the whole, '

‘The independence of America, and the treaty of a-l.lia-nce w.ith
France, are now become the great obje&s of the pubh.c at;entlo.g
and anxiety : They muft {peedily be brought"to. a nationsl ‘decy_-
fion.—The {ummary ftate of the whole matter is imply th._ls, Ir
it thould be determined to purfue the‘c%epéndenc‘e ‘of America by
force of arms, it muft be done by beginning with the ngfe of
Bourbon. If, on the other hand, it could be thought proper ta
relax upon the pointof dependence, the treaty of g‘l-hance between
America and France becomes, 1pfo falto, diffolved.

Perhaps the fimple conceffion of indepenc‘.ignce to Amei'ica, as
an act of generofity and free grace, at the _pemod. of their approach-
ing ma-turity, and flowing from (?UI"(C’IVCS., might not have met
with much relu@ance in a wife, a liberal, and a magnanimous peo-

“ple; it might, at leaft, have refcued the honor of this country ip
2

the prefent fatal conteft. But our Mimi‘{l@s have cut off this retreat
from us, and that conceffion, which might have been an a& of
choice, their conduét has rendered an aﬁ.il' of compulﬁon. T}}er; .
are many people who now fay: "‘.If it were only to Amgnca,,
we would readily concede an amicable md?pcndenc?.to the
defcendants of Britifh blood, and to the heirs of B-I‘I‘tlfh' free-
dom; but to France we cannot make conceﬁit?ns—-therc? 18 the
rub.”—The anfiwer is,~* Conciliate with America, and direc the
K  ““United
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naps, of jealoufy towards t‘le rifing power of their future rivals

.

< ynited efforts of this country againft-France and-Spain.”  Than

STE

T

is the voice of the people of England;  but Minifters will nos
hearken to that voice, they wdl neither a&t w1th v1gour nor open
their heax ts.to conmhatwn. . : SRTIE TR

If the pu‘ohc f.,ntxment and wi {h ‘of this country could but
once prevail fo-far.as to procure a change of fyftem, from the fan-
guinary hoftilities of an offenfive war, to cenciliatory meafures
with. America,. we: fhould, in the purfuit of that conciliation,
meet with fome incidéntal. advantages from. tbc condu¢t . of
France towards America.. If the court of France have taken
{ome advantage: of our folly, . they have likewife, on- their part,
given. us every. favorable: opportunity of ret'l]latmg upon them,
and of recovering our own falfe fteps, if we are fo difpoled todo ;
for it is evident, that their original interference in the difpute be-
tween Great Britain-and Anmerica did not proeeed. from- any prin-
ciples of generofity. or aifection towards, America, . bat from vari-
ous feifith confiderations of their own-national interefts and ambi-
tion.. ‘The cftablithment. of civil liberty.in America. could not
be an-. intei'eﬂ:iné object. to.the a‘rbitrary‘ court, of France: But
under. the matk of magnanimity and pretended zeal for America,
to urge on.the conteft, and jult to feed the hopes of the. weaker
party, from, time to time, with languid and unde cifive fupport, fa
as to keep that conteft: alive,, until both parties. fhould have mu~
tually exhaufted cach other, was a plan calculated to glatxfy every-
view of pride, of refentment;,. of Jealoufy, ~and- of- ambition,.
This is the plan which they have. uniformly . and fteadily pur-
fued. The whole fy{tem of their condu& towards America,
during three years of their atual - interference in- the war, -has
cvinced it. 1o every flage they have moft evidently feemed to
p1olonn the continuance of the war,. .even, in, its moit oppxc{ﬁve

thape to America, and, as if in concert with thu Minifters of Great.
Butam, have made the .continent of America the feat of war..

If therefore, America is to. judge of motives from the uni-
formity of aliions, (than which there cannot be a fairer teft)
{he_.vco;n‘luﬂ, of l*mnce cannot appear in any other light to them,
than as proceeding . from motives of refentment. towards .the
antient. rivals of the Houfe of ‘Bourbon, in Europe; ‘and, per-~

i bapsm

in America, This was not the way to conciliate the affe@ions
of Ainerica to France, neither can it be fuppofed to have pro-
duced any fuch effect. There never have been any natural ties of
affe@ion betw: ec n t‘)cm, for as the alhance, on the part of France,
pxoceedca onl) fzom confiderations of polmc prudence, fo on the
part of America it was merely the effe@® of relu@ant neceffity, to
which thev were driven by the fanoumazy and vindictive meafures.
of a Britith Adminiftration.

Thefe are the pnnCJpIes upon whlch the alliance between
America and France was ‘at firft entered into by the 1elpe&1ve
partics, and the V@hol" progrefs of it, in all its operations, has
been confarmable to its original found'!tlon. America and France
Tave chy well underftood mch other on that head. It has been
a temporary coalition of mdhpeadtnt views and interefls be-
tween pariies mutually jealous of'each other; nor, either ac-
cordino to the letter of the treaty, or to-the fpirit of the alli-
ance, does it extend to any points beyond'the precife and limit-
cd objc&s of that occafional coalition..  Whatever. incidental
obhfratlons Amenca may have incurred to France, they are un-
doubteo]y of a hrmted nature ;. and as {uch, they may be fatisfied
and dlichfnocd whenever Gleat Britain, thall hold out. an affec-
tionate and coﬂcxlmtoxy hand to America. The on]y way, there-
fore, to defeat the effect of the French alliance with America, and
“ta accmnphfn a re-union with that countly upon juft, ho-

. noxable, and beneficial terms,” is to. proceed henceforward

with ﬁncent and. conciliatory meafures towards. Ameri
y ca, an

no Ionger to permit a Lanomnaxy adminiftration to continue in

‘the farther purfuit of their revengeful purpofes. Moderation and
fmbeamnce are the Imbmgexs of peace,. but conciliation never
~comes by 1 thc 1w01d

It is 1mpoﬁ1ble to enforce the generous fentiments’ of humamt

and peace in terms more cxpleﬁlve, or more adapted to the cafe,

than by the repetition of your own words, which carry the
higheft authority, as coming from you, and havmg been adopted

‘by the oenerﬂ voice of the peoplc of Ifngland 5 with thefe words,

2 therefore,
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‘therefore, I thall fum up-this argument of peace, and conclude
the whole of this addrefs to you, viz. ¢ That the profecution of
‘“an offenfive war in America can have no other effe@ upon
*¢ America herfelf, than to continue, and thereby to encreafe,
““¢ the enmity which has fo long and fo fatally fubfifted betwixt
¢¢ the arms of both, ‘and that it can be productive of no good
«¢ whatever, but, by preventing conciliation, threatens the accom-
¢ plithment of the rvin of the Britith Empire.”

I hope you will excufe the liberty that I have taken in addref-
fing to you the foregoing thoughts on public affairs. It has pro-
ceeded from the higheft refpect which I entertain for you, and
my fulleft convition of the wifdom of thofe fentiments which
‘have received the fan@ion of your authority. I .confider it as the
duty of every private man, in times of public danger, to take his
turn in ftanding to the watch. Having new mo longer any public
Parliamentary employment, I am folicitous to acquire fome ad-
ditional weight to the fervices of a private individual by the pro-
tection of your name. I prefume no farther than argumenta-
tively to ftate a few important fa&ts, in order to fupport and to
enforce your fentiments; but the aktimate adoption and influence
of thofe fentiments upon the public counfels and conduc, muft
be derived from your owa importance and authority. It has
been declared in Parliament, April 6, 1780, ¢ That it is the
“duty of this Houfe fviz. as being the reprefentatives of the
¢ peaple) to provide, as far as may be, an immediate and ef-
< fectual redrefs .of the abufes complained of in the petitions pre-
¢ fented o this houfe from the different counties, cities, and
« boroughs of this kingdom.” By this formal and parliamentary
recognition .of your rights you know them ; it is, therefore, to
your own difinterefted vigilance that you muft finally look for
fafety. You have already ftated your complaints of fuch public
abufes as require redrefs. If, after the recognition of your rights to
that redrefs, it fhould ftill be withheld, you have the authority of
parliament itfelf to declare fuch a dereliGion of duty to be a breach
of public truft. “To prevent public affairs from coming to fuch
extremities, fome effe@ual and fundamental provifions fhould be
made, by ftopping the torrent of public corruption, to maintain

‘ and

in vain.
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and to fecure the fidelity of the reprefentative body to their coy-

ftituents. It remains with the public wifdom to fesrch for {ucl

H

ecuarities as fhall be adequate to the accomplithinent of thefe oh-

je&s. This great work is already begun by an affociated band of
virtuous men who can have no other intereft but the public good,
i O e

-and every honeft man will lend his heart and his hand to it.

But, believe me, the greateft of all evils now, and that whici
requires inftant remedy, is the American war: A war which hag
had its rife in pride, and now derives its nourithment from cor-
ruption: A war which, from contralls, perquiﬁtes, and exorbi-
tant emolwnents, may, perhaps, find advocates both in parlia~
.ment and out of it; but which, I traft, will receive every con-
ftitutional oppofition from the juttice and difinterefted wifdom of

- the county of York and other aflociated counties. ff {ome ftop

be not put to the American war, according to the unanimous
refolution of the county of York, all your views of public refor-
mation will come too late ; youwill, alas | have no country to fave,
The American war is not only in its immediate operations de-

Atructive, but it is the grand fource from which adminiftration

has fupplied thofe torrents of corruption which have long deluged
the land : But this is not the whole, the very exiftence of vour
countryis at the hazard; and unlefs a'{peedy effe&t follow 'your
benevolent and patriot determinations, you will have deliberated

It could hardly be conceived that any aggravations of what has
already been ftated upon this fubjed, were yet remaining ; but
even now, while I am yet writing, I hear the denunciation of
other wars; and the declaration of hoftilities againft Holland, in
the Britith Manifefto of December 20, 1780, bears tenfold tefii-
mony to the truth of every prefent calamity, and the probability-
of every future calamity, that I have ftated in the foregoing pages
of this Addrefs: Nay, I dread that it may prove an omen of
farther evils; for Holland alone ftands not in the adverfe pre-
dicament flated in the Manifefto. She formed but an individual
member of an alliance entered into by every maritime power in

.Europe,—The inference is obvious. -

L. We.
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We have not a fingle ally in the whole world, and every man’s
hand 1s lifted up againft us. If you have a fincere and effeGtual
wifh to .ferve your country; if you feel for your own perfonal
" fafety; or if you have any regard to your pofterity, exert your-

felves to avert thofe long-foreboded evils which are now encroach-
ing upon.us with hafty and tremendous ftrides. A little cloud
arofe in the Weft, at the firlt no bigger than a man’s hand, it has
already caft its gloom over the horizon of our glory, it is now {pread--
_ing over our heads with darknefs and difmay, and is preparing to
.thed a torrent over us, which will'overwhelm our name and nation.

Hear the voice of wif{dem and juftice, Q People of England! Lay
your Hands with felf-conviction upon your hearts ! Will you fay
that Minifters, through prerogative, have effected 247 meafure; or
that Parliament, through corruption, have carried another 2 No!
you have been yourfelves the eflicient agents. You have con-
nived, you have fuffered the bafe and malignant inftruments of
_pride and revenge to ftalk abroad in purfuit of their tyrannous and
fanguinary purpofes, without refitance and without controul.
'They have purchafed your acquiefcence by a proferred participa-

tion of the intended fpoils of America, and rendered you the -

inftruments of enforcing every fatal meafure. To ftep forth now
to vindicate your country and the rights of mankind, is, there-
fore, become your more incumbent duty. Sad would it be in-
deed, if a day of wifdom fhould be accounted a day of national
humiliation. . Then firive no more againft the diGtates of wif-
dom, of juftice, and of humanity !

. « A greater power than we can contradi
‘¢ Hath thwarted our intents !’

York, Fan. 3, 1781.

NO L | |
VOTES of the HOUSE of COMMONS.

Martis die 27 Funii, 178c.
A motion was made, and the queftion being put, That leave be given to bring in

abill to inveft the Crown with fufficient powers to treat, confult, and-finally to agree
upon the means of reftoring peace with the Provinces of North-America.

¢ O P Y
B I L L

Ty inveft the Crown with [fufficient Powers to treat,. confulty and Jfinally to agree upar
the Means. of refloring Peace with the Provinces of North America..

HEREAS many unfortunate fubjets of conteft, have of late_years {ubfifted

between Great Britain, and the feveral Provinces of North America, herein
after recited, viz. New Hampfbire, Maffachufett’s-Bay, Rhode-Ifland, Connecticut,
New-York, New-Ferfey, Penfylvania, the Three lower Gounties on Delaware, Maryland,
Virginia, North-Carolina, South-Carolina, and Georgia, which: have brought on the
calamities of war between Great Britainand the aforefaid Provinces: To. the end:
therefore that the farther effufion of blood may be prevented, and. that peace may be

 reftored, may it pleafe your Majefty, that it be eneted, and be it enacted by the King’s

Moft Excellent Majefty, by and with the-advice and confent of Vt_l"le Lords Spiritual and
Temporal, and Commons, in this prefent Parliament aflembled, and by the authority
of the fame, That it {hall. and may be lawful for his Majefty, by letters patent, under
the Great Seal of Great Britain, to.authorife and empower any perfon or perfons, to
treat, confult, and finally to agree with any perfon or perfons, properly authorifed on.

_the part of the aforefaid Provinces of North America, upon the means of reftoring

peace between Great Britain and the aforefaid Provinces, according to the powers im
this a& contained.

And be it farther enaed, That in order to facilitate the good purpofes of this
adt, his Majefty may lawfully enable any fuch perfon er perfons, fo appointed by his.
Majeﬁ?? Tetters patent, as aforefaid, to order and proclaim a Ceffation of Hoftilities,

on.
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en the part, of his Majefty’s forces by fea and land, for any time, and under ang
conditions or reftriGions.

And be it further enacted, That in order to lay a good foundation for a cordiy] re-
conciliation_ and lafting peace, between Gy cat ’Brua{n and the a.orexa‘.d P;gvmccb of
Nirth ‘/»m‘z"m,' by reftoring an amicable - intercourfe between the fame, ds foon a5
poflible, his Majefty may lawfully enable any fuch perfon or perfons, fo appointd
by his Majefty’s letters patent, ‘as aforefaid, to enter into, and‘ to ratify from time to
bt.ime any Article or Articles of Intercourfe and Pacification, which Article ot Articles,

) g . i > . : ‘ ,
fo entered into and ratificd from time to time, thall remain in full force and effed
for the certain term of ten years, from the paffing of this act.

Provided alfo, and be it further enacted, by the aqthority aforefaid, Tll'i‘tt in order
to remove any obftructions which may arife to the full and eﬁ‘c&l‘xal cxecuExon (?f any
Article or Articles of Intercourfe and Pacification, as before-mcnt‘zoned: That it fhall
and may be lawful for his Maujefty, b‘y any mAﬁrument um‘ier }315 fign manual,l co.u-nter:
figned by one or more of his Mujcﬂyfs principal jSecretarms:gf lSt.ate,:o‘aumo: lch “n.
empower any fuch perfop or perfons, fo appointed by hx§ I\'Ia)‘eﬁys Lg*rsers iat{c,.[
as aforefaid, to fufpenid for the: term:.of ten yedrs, frorfl the paﬁmg‘ of this aci? t(he
opération and ‘effeé of any aét or alts of patliament, which are now 'm-rorce, rc.lped-
ing the aforefaid Provinces of North I(fgc;-i;a? or a‘ny cle?uff:‘ or claufes, provifo ‘or
’prz\/if'bs,ﬂ"in an"y‘ fuch a&t or a&ts 'o‘f pfirl‘?amén‘t corffal;ifad‘; inas much.asA Fhey, or any
“of tﬁerﬁ, tay obftru the :fu)ll effet and CXCCUF!?I] of any ‘fugh'/{rizél.é or ./{7:2‘)'(."165 of
‘FInt;»rcou'_fﬁ and Pacification, which may Eé'@:nter?d‘xnto.;ﬂd fatxﬁed 2s before-meritioned,
~ between Great Britain and the aforefaid Provinces of North America.

‘And be it further enadted, That in order to eftablith pepe“tu‘a‘!} J'econcil’en-xent .'an".d

‘ pedce, bétween Great *Erz"tai;’z ‘ 'zn‘)d“‘t‘lilg ;afcrégziid Px“c.)yirx‘ccis'~ of ' Nart/) ffiriey~zt¢7 it s
hére‘b‘jr req‘,uir'ed?' .md “be it ghg&'ed, ; That Wa'u or ?‘“’_Y, jrtz.;qu):f /Irncl: of fntercourfp
and Paa'ﬁcatim,- ‘whi‘c_h thall be *?N?fed, iﬁt?; ar‘id rhtjﬁed,’ »for::tvhe Certain §§x'm of t?n
byle’a'f's as Befox‘é;iﬁ:eﬁtioned,‘ /f'ﬁjall, f.omtlme to ti‘hj’e, ' bg laid b'efore vt‘he .'two houfes
of 'pariianwelit for their \coriﬁdé‘rat‘ion, 2s the perpetual bafis of ’rc‘-,cox?clxlement and
~ peace between Great B%z‘féif; and tbe('a'fo'rg‘faid Provinces of North j{,né,;,flcq; and tht
-'an.y fu'c‘hbdrticlg or ]rtic'/&s of Inmmg%and 'P(z'a'ﬁcatim as b?fore-mentancﬁ, whei t}?s
fame fhall have been ..conﬁ,tf#xe,d in pér}iatmeﬂt, {hall rerain in full force and effet fcr

ever.
And be it further enated, That this act fhall continue in force until e

It PASSED IN THE NEGATIVE,
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OF the TREATY of ALLIANCE, Eventual and Dsﬁ’)j/ivf, between s Kdoft Chriftiar
Majefty Louts the Sixteenth, King 9f" France gnd Navarre, and 1], Thirteen Unssee
States of America, concluded ar Paris, Feb. 6, 1778,

HE Moft Chriftan King, and the Uniteq States of North—Amcrica, to wit,
New-Hamphire, Maflachufert’s. Bay, Rhode-Iﬂand, Conre&icut, N w-Jerfey,

Pennfylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North—Carolina, South-Carolina, and
Georgia, having this’ day concluded 1 Treaty of Amity and Commerce, for the re.
ciprocal advantage of their fubjeéts and citizens, have thought it neceflary to take
into confideration the means of i”rrengthening thofe engagements, and rendering them
ufeful to the fafety and tranquillity of the two Parties ; particulurly in cofe Greae
Britain, in refentment of that conneltion, and of the good correfponden. ¢ which is
the obje& of the fiid treaty, fhould break the peace with France, eithey by dirces
hoftilities, or by hindering her commerce and navigation, in a manner contrary to the
rights of nations, and the peace fubﬁ{ﬁng between the two crowns—And his Majeﬂy
and the faid Uited States having refolved in that cafe to join their councils and effores
againft the enterprizes of thejr common enemy.

The refpeive plenipotentiaries, impowered to concert the claufes and conditions
proper to fulfil the faid intentions, have, after the moft mature deliberation, concluded
and determined on the following articles:

ART. L If war fhould break out between France and Great Britain during the
continuance of the prefent war between the United States dnd England, his Majefty
and the f2id United States thall make it a common caufe, and aid each other mutL;aHy
with their good offices, their councils, and their forces, according to the exigency of
conjunctures, as becomes 500d and faithful allies, ‘

ILI. The effential and dire& end of the prefent defenfive alliance s, to maintain
effeCtually the liberty, fovereignty, and independence, abfolute and unlimited, of the
faid United States, as well in matters of government as of commerce,

HI. The two contradting partics thall each on its own part, and in the manner

it may judge moft proper, make all the efforts ip its power againtt their common
enemy, in order to attain the end propofed,

IV. The contradling parties agree, that in cafe either of them fhould form any
Particular enterprize in which the concurrence of the other may be defired, tha
party whofe concurrence is defired thal] readily, and 'with good faith, join to a&t in
concert for that purpofe, as far as circumftances and js OWan particular fituation wiij
Permity and in that cafe they fhall regulate, by a particular convention, the quantity
and kind of fuccour to be furnithed, and the time and manner of its bein. broughe
into action, as well as the advantages which are to be its compenfation, o N

V. If the United States thould think f¢ to attempt the reduction of the Britith
power remaining in the Northern parts of America, or the iflands of Bermudas, thofe
countries or iflands, in cafe of fuccefs, fhall be confederated with, or dependent

M VI, The
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" VL The Moft Chrittian ng renounces for ever. the poffeffion of the iffands of
Bermudas, as well 2s of any part of the continent of North America, which, be-
fore the treaty of Paris in.1763, or in virtue of that treaty, were 'u:knowledoed to
belong to the Crown of Great Britain, or to the United States, heretofore “called

Brmfh Golonies, or which are at thistime, or have lately been, under the power of
the King and Crown of Great Bntam :

VII. If his Moft Chriftian Majeﬁ] thall think proper to attack any of theiflands i
ﬁtuated in the Gulf of Mexico, of near that Gulf, which are, at prefent under-the

_power of Great Britain, all the faid xﬂes, in' cafe of fuccefs, thall’ appextam to the
Crown of France.

VIIT Meither of the two parties fhall conclude either truce or peace with Great
Britain, without the formal confent of the “other firft obtained 5 and they mutually
engage not to lay down their arms, until the independence of the United States

thall have been formally or tacitly aflured by the treaty or treaties that fhall’terminate
the war.

IX. The contralling parties declare that, being refolved to fulfil, each on its
own part, the claufes and conditions of the prefent treaty of alliance, according to
its own power and-circumftances, there flall' be no after-claims of compenfation, on.
one fide or the other,, whatever may be the event of the war,.

X. The Moft Chriftian King and the United' States agree, to invite or. admxt other-
powers, who may have received injuries from England; to make a common caufe with,

them, and to. accede to the prefent alliance, unden fuch. conditions as fhall be fréely
agreed to, and fettled. between; all the parties.

XI. Thetwo parties guarantee mutually from the:prefent time, and for ever, agamﬁ:
all other powers, to wit—The United: States to his Moft Chriftan Majefty the prefent
pofleffions of the crown of France in. Ameérica, as well as thofe which-it: may acquire
by the future treaty of peace; and his Moft Chriftian Majefty guarantees; on his part
to the United States, their liberty, fovereignty, and independence; abfolute and un-
limited; as well in-matters of government as commerce, and alfo their pofleffions, and.
the additions or conguefts that their confederation. may. obtain during the War, from.
any of the Dominions, now or heretofore poflefled by Great Britain in-North- America,
conformable to the fifth and fixth articles above-written, the whole as their poffeffions
fhall be Aixed and afluired to the faid: States at the moment of the ceffation, of their pre-
fent war with England.

XI11..In order to fix more precifely the fenfe and application of the preceeding article,
1he contralting parties declare, that, in cafe of a rupture between France and England,
the reciprocal guarantee declared in the faid article fhall have its full force and cffe&
the moment fuch war fhall break out; and if fuch rupture fhall not take place, the
mutual obligations of the faid guarantees fhall not commence until the moment of the

ceffation of the prefent war between the United States and England fhall have afcertain-
ed their pofleffions,

XIIT. The prefent treaty fhall be ratified on both ﬁdea, and the ratifications {hall
be exchanged in the fpace of fix months, or fooner if pofﬁble. In faxth whcreof &
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