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ADVERTISEMENT

T H E whole of thls pubhcatxon was prepared
for the prefs in the month of February laft ; under

- a general belief that Government had given it -

to be underi’cood that the duties and drawback
upon fugar from' Eaft India fhould be put upon

‘equal footmg with thofe from the We{’c India

1ﬂands

It now, however appears tha.t the meafure i is

‘not yet pofitively determined upon; the reafon-

ing, therefore, muft be taken as founded on a

~ {uppofition, inftead of an eftablifhed fac.

While this ,pamphl'f;:'t was under the élompo-r-

fitor’s hands, the writer has been favoured with |
- the perufal of a ¢ General View of India Af-

fairs,” publifhed by a Gentleman in office under

the Board of Control ; in which' appeal many -

ftatements correfpondent w1th fome of thofe
herein produced and which ftrongly corrobo-
rate the facts now laid before the reader

From a haﬁy per_ufal of the book,_ np;hin gyet
occurs to induce the writer of the Short Review
to alter his refult of the India imports for the

five years comprchended in his ffatement. Itis

Lhﬁ‘l efore
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' therefore. ‘a:g’aiﬁ pioduced ‘in Appendix, F. it

% ADVERTISEMENT.
contraft with one for the year 1790-1791.

" 8ljould any thing appear, upor a more careful
examination” of Mr. Anderfon’s accounts, to in:
duce a convi@ion that he is right, and the au-

“thor of the Review miftaken as to the value of
" the' trade for that period, an acknowledgment
- of thé error will be found at. the conclufion of

this publication; his purpofe being folely the

eftablithment of truth for general information,
~ not to miflead, or diffeminate erior, from any

 party motive whatfoevet.

SN _E R.R AT A
Page” Line Co R

. §2—=—3, inflead of carry with them, read carries with its

ib, =—22 g, for clder, read Elder.” : » Lo
. §8 —— 16, jfor cloth and adventures, read cloth-adventures. .

67 —— (note, line 2) for 4nd of the diftriCts, vead and of the capacity of the
y diftricks, . - o o o o

42 —— 14, fof ocupations, read occupations. . "

85 —— 2, for expedient fhall, read requifite. )

95 —— ult. for this individual, read his individual.

100 —— 17, for here, read in Great Britain.

112 —— 3, for fome or other, 7ead fome one or other.

137 —— 17, for encourages, read encourage.

- 144 — ‘(note) jfor have called,’ read have call, 7. e."demand;

150 ——=- 15, for muflin worn, read muflid afterwatds worny
168 —— 8 for are, read is. oo

« T HERE cannot be any thing more .,

< worthy of a good citizen in a free flate,

¢ than' to ftudy public aﬂ'airs with candeur

“ and affiduity. It is his privilege, it is his

KL bir.thfight to apply himfelf to the know-

¢ ledge of thofe things, which as they be-
“ long to all, ought to be the care of all;
“ and in order to this all ought to under;
*¢ ftand them. In a free coinitry, évery man
“ who 1is prdperly qualified may be called

“ to take a part in government, and there-

- ¢ fore every man ‘who finds he has ta-

“ lents requifite to fuch enquiries fhould
¢ purfue them, that, whenever occafion of-
¢ fers, or his duty requires, he may be in

“ a capacity to ferve his country ; that is
' B “ to
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. “ to ferve it effeGtually, with utility to the

¢« common weal, and with honour to him-

¢ felf,. For thefe are circumftances infepa-

¢ rable, and the puElic muft be ufefully

¢ {erved, OthCIWIfC a man cannot be faid,
“ or ‘be. confcmus to himfelf, of havmg

f‘ fewcd the pubhc,wx,thho_nour., S

6 It may be truly afﬁrmed of thlS, as of

¢ every other virtuous and honeft employ—-

¢ ment, that a man finds his intereft com-

R bined with his duty. ‘The ftudy of pub-

 lic affairs enlarges the mmd ﬁrengthens
¢ the facultics, and extends all the powers
 of his underﬁ;andmg. It was thls,‘ that
¢ elevated the great men of antiquity to that
“ height of reputatlon and made them feem
“not only equal, but even fupenor to the

¢ moft exalted ftations. It ,enabled them,

“and will enable us if profecuted with

% due apphcanon to judge of things from

s ' “ our

(i)

“ our proper lights to have- opinions' of our
“ own, and confequently to be out of the
1each of impofition, vvhlch is the only

¢ method that leads to fteadinefs in condué’c '
“and to an mvamable ‘purfuit of. our own

“ interefls, by promoting thofe of our coun-

“ry. This is rational and mtelhglble patrl-' |

4 otlfm, by which the happmefs of the -

ind1v1dpal-~.fpr1ng1ng from the welfare of
“ the public, he never can be tempted to
“ digrefs from the r1ght road, or be flattered
“ with the foolith hopes of aggrandizing

“ himfelf or his family, at the expence of
“his country, which this ftudy will con-
¢ vince him is a pra&iée as weak as it is
 wicked. I

« As the tummg men’s minds to the con-

“ ﬁderatlon of fuch things would be pro-

¢ fitable to the flate ; fo it would at the fame

“ time be ufeful and ferviceable to govern- .

B2 <“ment,
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<« ment. ‘The views of an. ‘admini&ration

“ can only, in the opmlon of fenﬁble people,
¢ ¢ procure it cither the denomination of good
“or bad: and as the welfare of ;he,f’cate
« muft be the fole obje& of an upright ad-~

¢« miniftration, it is’ impoffible that fuch a

- ¢ one fho'uld diftafte or difcburagé 'fuch

¢ ﬁudles, or, to fpeak with greater propr 1ety

“ fhould not efteem and cherlfh them,

“ A good adminiftration can derive its

- 68 ﬁ'ability from nothing elfe; for ihey will

¢ be beft fupported by .thof_e,'_by whom their

« defigns are beft underftood. If then the

¢ generality of the nation, or at leaft the
“ men of family and fortune, bend their

“ thoughts this way, and become thereby

% both able and candid judges of their con-

"¢ du&, minifters who mean well, can never

“ have any thing to fear. TFaltions take
“ their rife, and are firengthened from im-

‘¢ pofitions

(v)

* pofitions on weak underftandings; and

 have always a bias to luxury and licen~

¢ tioufnefs, becaufe they divert the thoughts

¢ of men from the ferious confideration of

¢ their true interefts to the gratification of

- ¢ their humours, or their paffions : but if

“ the real, certain, and permanent fources

“ of national happinefs were clofely':"and‘ |

« candidly* eXamined into, and-clearly and

¢¢ thoroughly underf’cood there would be no
foom left for thefe deluﬁons, “and the na-

1o, Seeling its own ﬁlzczz‘y, would fear

“ wothing [o mucb as an a/teraz‘zo;z in s

o czrcumﬁzmces s and a change of thofe mea-
e Sures, ﬁom wbub fo many 557296}‘5 Zzaa’ éem

‘¢ der/fveﬂ’ i

- Thé .nieaning ah_d motives of thls pubh-

cation are {o much better exprefled in the

‘above quotation (from a fenfible book w ST

B 3 e




(vi)

 ten in the“ year 1753%), than the author of

the following fheets could have done for
himfelf, that the -public, it is imagined,
ivill readily excufe v_'hiys ‘ adopting them.

- The concluding remark zippeei‘s peculi-
arly applicable to the prefent occafion. And
the general fentiment fo juftly expleffed

~ therein, of the d_uty mcum_ben}tﬁupp}n_ every

citizen to enquire into the material interefls

of his country, it is hoped, may roufe the
 fleeping attention of the people of this king-
dom to the c'ontempla_tio_nqu the ftate of

- our interefls and connefion with India.

In this view, this pamphlet is now offered

to their notice, as well for giving an op-

portunity to the public to judge of the fub-

. * <« Confiderations on the Sugar-Trade : printed for
Baldwin.”” - |

jeas

( vii)

je&ts treated in it, ,kr,as for :_e_na.bling Miniftry
“to adopt what they fhall find ufeful and ap- .

plicable to the  flate of exxﬂmg ‘circum-

ftances.© -

full fate of fq&s before him, on which to

‘Upon the principles laid down by - this

author, which no one at this time of day

will attempt to controvert every man ought‘

to be able to dehver an oplmon upon public

meafures.
have leifure to deliberate upon them, and a
form his judgment: he may otherwife be

liable to fimilar miftakes with thofe"ﬁpbh

which we have had frequent occaﬁons lately”

to ammadve1 t.

But it ﬁequently happens, that many of

hofe who W1Ih to. exermfe thexr Judgment

- upon topn.s of nanonal unportanr'e, are pre«-”

“cluded by the want of {ufficient prev10us in=

1

B4 : formauonc

To form that opl;mon, he muft
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~ formation: “Even the publicity which fanc-
tions every a& of ‘our legiflature, and which

is one glonous chara@eriftic of our conftitu-

tion, ‘has not been always able to fecure to

the' members compoﬁng it either time or

materials competent to correct properly then |

: determmatmn., L

- Had there been time for a fufficient in-

veftigation of the fubjec, the laft motion, for -

an augmentation . of the Eaft India Com-

pany’s capital, would not have been fup-.

ported upon the grounds which.were then

: Happllythls has not been the “cafe With

| refpe& to our general mtereﬁs, as conneéted

with the Ea{’c Ind1es or the Eaﬁ Indla Com-

pany | The ﬁequent enqumes of the pro- |

pr1etors into their own ﬁtuatmn ; the daz-
zlmg fplendom of our acqulﬁtlons of tern-
toxy ; the very dxﬁirulnes into Whmh feem-

ing

- departrnent

( ix _',)»

A

. ing profperity. ;and vfuccevfs‘ have thrOWn the B

'thholei India “{yftem, and which ‘have ' re- R

peatedly called for ‘the correing and pro- |

‘te&ting hand of the legiflature, have alto- |

gether produced a body of information,
which perhaps no other obje& of public at-
tention ever ‘brought forth in any govern-

ment whatever. -

But fuch is the magnitude and variety of

the fubjeq, that it requires no common abi-

lities and apphca_tmn to form any juft idea
of the whole {fyftem, even admitting that a
corret and faithful abfira& fhall be ftated of
the different branches which cbmpbfe'ito .

Too great credit cannot be given to the
prefent Adminiftration, for the candour and

opennefs of their condué, in Iaymg annu-

ally " before Parhament both ‘the materials

and the refult of thelr own laboulq in this.©

Théy’
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. They ar¢ undoubtedly “entitled to the

~ public gratitude by this line of condu, and

have acquired by it a degree of confidence,

{eldom befo_re given to.a Britith meﬁry

The time is now come when that confi-
dence is going to be put to the fulleft proof.
A revolution is about to take place in the

affairs of the Eaft India Company, which

"é‘ertain‘ly will matefia'llyr cha'nge',ﬂ- avﬁd} ' pro-

bably either improﬁz'e or injure the general

fyﬁemf of Britith commerce.

Upon this ﬁxbj.eét Mini{’cry had precluded
themfelves by a& of parliament; though

not from acquiring information, yet ﬁom '

‘zll efficient, a&ive interference. It may

therefore be a matter ‘of doubt whether

* they themfelves have as yet been able to col-
le& all the .mformatlon which the f{ubje&
‘requires ; and if Government ‘do not, how

- can the other members of both Houfes

obtain

1'.

e e

~ obtain fuch lights, Unlef_é indiViduals, fvﬁrhofc

purfuits and occupations have thrown them

into the way of acqumng knowledge of
thefe matters from their own experience,

W111 ‘acquit themfelves of their duty, by fur-

nithing the refult of their 1nfo1mat10n to the
pubhc 2

Aware of the danger of d1ﬁurb1ng exift~
1ng eﬂ:abh{hments, to make-room for new
ones, the following obfexvauons would
never have been offered to the pubhc, if it
was not underflood from authority, that

great and Important changes are determmed
upon.

A fyﬁem is fald to be aé’cuaHy framed f'or ,
the regulatxon and future oovernment of
:om commerce Wlth the Eaft Indies and»
'Chlna thch Walts Only the news of a peace
m the Carnatxc, to be ﬁlbnutted to Parlia~

ment ;.

et
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i ) and from the Eaft Indies, are immediately
A ment ; but no part of it is at prefent fuffered , ~ under difeuflion, | |

to tranfplre. S S o |

it RN R | ‘ The ﬁatements of Bengal accounts (C,

{F‘ﬂ The fo}lovvmg ‘hints and ‘obfervations L . D, and E) are given to fupport facts f’cated‘

;;:%E . are the refult of fome expenence, ‘and much ' | U in thefe remarks. -

%}3‘ refle@ion upon this fubJe& If any of | : |

ggz - them coincide with the principles adopted N The ‘two profit and lofs accounts (F atld

»ﬁ by the fervants of the pubhc, they will con- - M | | G) of the Company’s import commerce, are

%“ firm’ the author in his pnvate Judgment s ) - contrafted, to thew the writer’s impartiality,

e

and if any new hghts ﬂ1ould chance to- be who trufts he is influenced by no party or

Ry

T

thrown out, they are much at the pubhc , 3 - private motives whatever, and in order to
- juftify the remark (p. zo of his fhort re-

fexvme. o

SR
e

view), that the trade would probably become

'The hri}ef v'tc'count of the Sut—r‘arth‘ade héé : more beneficial under the prefent improved

been added in the Appendix (A), as a pa-

per which cannot but prove acceptable to

v,
S

management, than it has been heretofore.

The writer has already explained his
the pubhc at this Juné‘tm e, when the 1mpor e . . :
reafons for having changed his {entiment, at
tance of 1t to Gteat Bntaln and the encou-
the conclufion of that performance, regard- ~
agement proper to be glvcn to the attempts
ing the feemmg 1mpropr1ety of fuggeﬁmo»
at furm{hmg th1s commodlty ﬁom Affica |

' hints
aud

CORE_ VS




( xiv )

: hints‘-for the future management of the — : B
‘India commerce, before the plans of Go- - N TR
vernment are fubmitted to Parliament ; and o - ST R I CT URE S, &C..

he trufts that every candid reader will juf-

tify his having, upon maturer refleétion,

- - e T - = = : S
i o e R T T e s Foas e = - = : !
Rty e et oty s S e = N E ;

. . e ® - . | ‘ ), | - . . t .
adopted a different opinion. . . B | - CHAP I
| - East Inpra Svcax. |

| S INCE it has been wifely determined *

I | at fome future period, to put this ne-

| i  ceflary of life, imported from the Eaft, upon
i the fame footing with that- brought from

! ) o . . . . ' .

| our dominions in the Weft Indies, by equal
{ » | }: rates of duty and drawback, and in the
i ‘ s . . ‘
1; mean time to encourage importations from
tﬁ% I thence ; and it has been demontftrated, that

m"{ ; ° - . . . .
i , i the commadity is obtainable from India in
; * When this was firft written, it was generally un-
derftood to be the intention of our Government to equal-

O c ;[I | ize the duties on vthe' next importation of Eaft India
5 TR B fugar. 'We now find. the meafure poftponed.—Mr.
Dundas’s anfwer to the Weft India planters, March,
792. ‘ ' ' :

any
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‘any quantity’ * upon terms which, even at

the prefent chartered frelghts, promife a

mercantlle

E Extrae’c of a letter, dated Calcutta, - the 19th Au-
- guft, 1791.—* The kind of fugar ufually exported
‘comes from Benares,. and is fometbing like our Weft
India clayed fugars ; forit undergoes a fecond boiling 3
-is cooled in pots; and refined, by pafling the liquid
through. a fort of Jewaflee grafs, inftead of the Weft
India method of claying ,/dftenvards ground, to make
the fugar foft and of a fine grain, which of courfe in-
jures it in the fame propor tion for the European mar-
ket, 'This was the kind of fugar fent home for thc

Company’

< T think our firong grained fugar, fit for refining,
would anfwer beft ; however, time will foon point out
- that Which is moPc adapted to the home market.

s All forts of fugar and jaggery are now very cheap ;
'but Benares fugar at 6 to 6% current rupees the faltory

maund Rungpore 4% to 54

s ]aggery, little inferior to Mufcovada fugar, from
one C. R. eight anas, to two C. R. the factory maund.
1 mention fadtory maunds and current rupees for the
" fuke of eafy calculation ; as you know that one fattory
- maund and a half is one hundred weight.\

« The{e are the prefent Calcutta pnces, where I have
'\lwwye.

it h g et o e R

71

tercantile profit, it obviouﬂy is become the -

duty, as well as the mterei’c of the Eaft
India Company, to adopt the earlieft and

beft meafires for fupplymg the markets of

_Europe, through the port of London, thh
“the quantlty requlred

The at’:quiﬁtiOn | of revenue ‘and naval. |

always found it cheaper, than purchaﬁng, by advances,‘
at the places of manufa&ure.

Sugar arrives at market about this txme, and can be
' had here now in any quant1ty

¢ Benares fugar could at prefent be laden on board!

of fhlp, all expences included (viz. charges, tranfport :
“and package, with Company s duties, and agent’s com-
“miflion added to the mvoxce-—coﬁ), at20s. 6 d. fterling

the hundred weight. -
A C;'oa‘rfe fugar at 12 s to 16's.

U Sev‘eral ‘of the diftillers on ‘thebanké of the river

" are increafing their works, in order to. convert their
- jaggery (the juice of the cane, as- ﬁr(’c expreﬂed) into
*fugar and fugar-candy.”

C ) B "ﬁreng‘th
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— ﬁrength which this country will gain, by
_ ,the reﬂrté‘uon of thlS trade as much as pof-
‘ ﬁble to Brltlfh bottoms, enﬁnes the cordial

.fupport of Government to any W1fe expe-

' dtents Whrch the drrec’,‘torq of the Companyk

| Thall Judge neceﬂ}rry to its, fuccefs. )

- Although. the private interefts. of any,

however powerful, body of men, in what-

ever manner conne'ﬁ*ed vtrith the' Compény',i
may feem likely to be affected by the necef- |

. fary redudion of frelght upon thlS artlcTe, :

,fuch confideration muft not be permrtted to |

, prevaﬂ againft the intereft of the klngdom\‘_

at large, which i deeply lrwolved in the

fuccefs of the fugar—trade.

Sugar, it is well known, is procurable in

moft paxts of Indra ‘but Bengal was for-

merly the country Whlch fnpphed the:

6 R greateﬁ

‘greateft quantity | for exportation. ~ The

Chedpnefs  of labour and prov1ﬁons, the

nature of the foil and climate ‘on the banks
of the Ganges and Berhampoota, with the

extreme. fac1hty of internal traniport . by

- water-carriage, account for its being  the

principal mart fot lupplying all bulky pro-
duce required in the trades to Mufcat and

the eaftern parts’ of Afmca. o

Sugar was never brought from Indla to

Europe in any conﬁderable quanuty, ﬁnce \

it became a branch of Arnerlcan trade.

The Dutch Company have bcen fomettmes

’obhgcd to 11np0rt it ‘refined from Batav1a,

when thClI‘ funds abroad were 1nfufﬁc1ent

‘foz ﬁlhng up the tonnage of then‘ home-

‘ward bound ﬂnps Wlth more Valnable coms=

» momtres»




imemrinz.

- Wett India 1ﬂand3., -

~. This article has long been an obje& of

importance in the eyes- of 1nd1viduals there,

who contemplated with fatisfa@ion the

many valuable, though dormant, refources

that - country poflefled for enriching our

~own ; but no man ventured to embark in

it Whl_le loaded with the Company s freight
and impofitions, and while the fugars from
our Weft Indies fold in Europe at reafon-

able prices.

l\otwrthf‘zandmg Whlch a. dlre&: apphm

cation Was made to Government, at: the

clofe of Lord N01 th’s adrmm{’cranon, point-

| mo' out thlS and other branches of cultwa—

-txon ; and an atrent was fent to England ex— :

pxefsly for the purpofe of explammg them

but very htde attentlon, and lefs encourage-«

snent, was at that time given to any. thmg ‘

which appealed likely to 1nterfe1e with our

Other

‘ [ 2‘1- 1

Other reafons, befides the loeal »a‘dvanﬁ-’f

tages already mentioned, concu1 to recom-

mend a preference of Bengal in the encou~

ragement now at laft intended to be given

to Eaft India fugar, The termory pro-

ducing it is our own, and yields a confider-
able revenue, which may be improved by
increafing its cultiﬁti’on. Our pofifeflion
of that country affords fecurity to the Capi-
tals employed in trading thither, and a cer-
tainty of regular fupplies of merchandife in

return,

Thefe two poinrs—-the proprieiy of en-

couraging the importation of FEaft India

| fugar at this period, and the preference of

Bengal for its fupply—being admitted, it

- will only remain, to adopt the moft rational

plan for pdrchaﬁng it there on account of -

the Company Much ablhty and intelli-

C 3 gence
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gence will doubtlefs be employed in -fug-

gefting hints for the <-purpofe. T_he followq
in ng, it is poﬁible, may afford fome little -

-

/aﬂiﬁanceg -

.C. H A P

R A st o er b e

CHAP IL

N I’ROPOS‘E'D: ‘RE.GUL:ATIONS, .

B ENGAL fugar i is an article of produce

“ rather than of manufa&ule ; equally fo
with falt and oplum the prov1ﬁon of 1t,

therefore, on the- Company s account, {hould

~ be confined to the revenue department un»-' |

ul depoﬁted at the port of Calcutta. |

" The zemindars and farmers {hould be al-
lowed to furnith fugar, according to the

nature and extent of their lands, at' a rea-

_fonable fixed price, deliverable to the: col-

leor of each province at certain perlods,

on the fpot moPt convement for Water— ar-

riage to the preﬁdency ; and be permltted‘ -

to pafs the value, by mﬁqlments; in. ac-
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count of their refpedtive annual rent or
land-tax. |

‘The ryots ought to be encouxaged in this
cultxvatlon by a reduéhon of the arbitrary

}ncreck, or extra rent, e_,xaét“ed‘_on all lands

cmplng:d in fuggrécang ; and by thc_lvibeft'ljr .

of chooﬁng henceforth whatever cultivation

they find moft beneficial *.  Where, as in

Bahar ‘the ryot pays his rent in kind, by
dellveung a proportlon of every crop, the
farmer’s ‘purchafe-rate of fo much as is
given him in this way is afeertamed with-
oyt dlfpute, But for all above, and Where

- * As the fuccefs of this plan muft greatly depend
‘upon the cmanapatlon of the cultivator-of the foil from’

all arbltrary influence over his Ianded poffeﬁions, and

this regulatlon goes to innovate upon the revenue prin-

c;ple at prefent in pra&lce, though perhaps forelgn to

the immediate fub}e& we are here treating upon, it may 1
not be improper to confider a little what are the inhe:

rent rlohts of this defcrlptmn of men ‘a fhort chapter,

7 thc.cu.tore, follows upon this pu‘txcu]al fubjc&

: the

TR
the rents are dif?harged in money, an ade-
quate price fhould be fixed for each diftrict

by Government ; at which rate the farmer -

“fhould be obliged to advance his ryot in

money, or pafs the amount of what fugar

he receives, in the annual account between |

‘them,

'No ryot thould bé compelled to contradt

at all, nor to part with more of his produce |

to the farmer, than he fhall woluntarily have

contracted for,

No farmer ﬁlould be obhged to engage

for thus fupplying fugar, unlefs he fhall fee
‘an evident benefit to himfelf by fo doing.

- The px‘-.'ovinc’ial revenu'é-}:ollc:&‘bi's thould |

make contra&s With the farnlers; and at-

~ tend to the 1 1mpr0vement of the culnvatxon. _

They
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They fhould be charged with the reception | The boaid -of frade'-wiil-"‘theﬂ' fhip what | S‘

: i ‘ . . . - ) _ . - ) : g o RER R P Lidad B . ! MALAE AP WV IIRE - i‘;‘i
1  and difpatch -of the fugar to the export 3 they ‘have tonnage for to Europe, fupply- |
. . _ 11 . L qe K o i
f.war;h'oufe ;‘? i‘?n Wl;?af’” »and ta@ f‘»ed_‘-t | fores'to the other fettlements when{rex: !
in their refpeive treafury-accounts for the A’ ; | quired, and may put up the remainder, to ‘\:i
|

fum allowed the farmers, as CO& ?nd, for the public auction ; previoufly apprifing the

e

TR

fubfequent charges. fupreme council of their intention, and of

1N
R e i A2

~ the quantity remaining to be thus difpofed

A médﬂiﬁcation of the laft improved re- of

ggulatipns_r__efpé&ing ‘the Company’s. wea~ | L
yers, the opium-makers, falt and falt-petre j This article, if it can be brought home to

boilers, will enable the judici icers of
bo 85 enable the judicial officers of advantage, cannot be carried on too exten-

Government 1o prote@c the. fugar—planters- fively, while tonnage is obtainable ; -for it
alfo againft onpreﬁion. | | o i will improve the cultivation of our pro- . |

vinces, and abforb but a {mall proportlon

The Kalfa, or general treafury, fhould compared to the bulk of the funds an-

T e

be d;re&edytﬂo charge .the commercial board nually allotted for B engal inveftments,

L S

with the amount, coft, and charges of

e

N e e e e B b o v L3

what is fent to them, in part payment of Should there at any time be obtained by

the general fum allotted for cach year’s in the foregoing plan a greater quantity than

veflment, . -

A i R T TR
ST

Wanted bv the Qompany, the furplus (as
o falt-

The

LA

A e e e e e

T ey S R s

=

.
==




St

===

e s

P R e S e

B Y

T

13

Al
. '

e e e e i e

o S

i
I
|
i
|
|

- ] /

| falt-petre has' often ‘been) rﬁay be (‘foId at

auction, in- the manner above recom-

mended

tage.i‘_; -

cHA®R

to very con_ﬁderable advan-

L 29 1

PROBABLE BENEFITS‘OF THIS PLAN.

OTH Tyot and farmer Would be very

conﬁderable gainers. The mﬂuence of

the one, and the 1nduf’cry of the other,

Would acqmre new energy, from the cer-

tainty of a conftant and proﬁtable demand

for what fugar Government required; with-

out being limited in their plantations, or

prevented from felling any furplus to others

whetever a good market offered.

2. No advances would be required of the

Company in this branch of in‘wﬂ_ment’;-—-— :

no rifks of bad balances.

3. The Company, becoming the moft

‘¢onfiderable purchafers, Would. be '.ab_le {o to

regulate
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regulate the price, as to. preferve it at a
‘proper medlum between the cultwator and

exporter. - \ | .

4. The Company would obtam thlS com- :
rmod1ty at firlt hand Wlthout adulteratxon?
- and at the loweﬂ pofﬁble rate 3 unclogged

| W1th the mtereﬁ of money upon expenﬁve

bulldmgs* and heavy capltals,‘ nor Wlth

: 11’11’.61"m

s The mtll ufed by the natlves for grmdmg fugar-canes '
Jis compofed of two pieces of bamboe with the ‘knots
{moothed off, and the thick end of one piece turned to |

the thinner of the other, confined by ropes and four
other bamboes ftaked in the ground under the tree moft
eontiguous . to -the fpot whence the cares ai‘e"cutting.
"This mill does not coft two—pence all together, for
ma‘eeﬂals and‘ Wokaanfhlp ‘ S

The reft of the p1ocefs is proﬁor;cionolly“ eheap;z&
few earthen pots for boﬂmg and refining, w1th Coarfe

: hempen bags to’ pack it up for matket.

The fodder Wthh thécanes afford to the 1‘yots
SN ‘ catde,

a1

intermediate profits between the manufac-

turer. and - exporter, and -»withou_;t | giva,iﬁg |

cattle, goes a great way towa*ds paymg for the extra
labour of this cultivation.

The lanas reqmre prevmus cleanﬁng, and manure- o

where to be had.

Two obﬁacles will probably obtrude to prevent thls
artlcle, in the begmmng of the fpeculatxon, provmg be-

' ~neﬁcxa1 to the company as traders

The firft that'fug’ge&s itfelf is, the-competition which
individuals have meditated for monopohzmg what fhall
be found at market, in order to brmg it home on forelgn
bottoms

The other, and more material, is the prefcrxptlve right

‘affumed by the farmers over the ryots, of em&mg an’
extraordinary rent upon {uch of the lands as are em-
ployed in this branch of cultivation. In the lower part
of Bengal, where the general Mahlgurarry, or rent, “has’
been from ten to fourteen anas, or is. 3d. to 1s. 9d.

- fterling; three rupees and half, and four rupees, or feven
thillings, and eight fhillings, have been colle&ted upon.

the fugar—grounds Whether the difference goes into

- the farmer’s- pocket altogether; or is divided between

him and Government, the writer of th1s paper is unable

poﬁtwe ly to determine.
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occafion to exert cither influence or powery
in order to induce the natives to increafe the

. growth of this important article of produce.

. &5 The managem nt of this trade would
principally remain in the hands of the na-

tives; and affift in mamtalmng a number

of thofe, whom the late imprdved fy{’tem‘f

of colleting the revenue has probably

| thrown out of pubhc employment. |

6. The cultivaﬁdn of wafte-lands willﬂ be

much promoted by a liberal encouragement

'of fucrar-cane plantations, whlch anfwer beft
~upon: foils that have lain fome feafons unem-

Ployed.

7. The obvious good effe&s of thlS plan,
with regard to the Company’s 1nteref’c will

deter Europeans from ha{’uly commencmg

expenﬁve fugar-works, and embarkmg larg ge

fums

N S e b e

[ 33 ]

fums of money in buildings, mills and
plantations : and if it fucceed, afford them -

a cheap method of obtaining this and

every other native produce for exportation,

“deliverable at the port of Calcutta, or even
on fhip-board, on the moft advantageous
terms, |

Should the Company hereafter deem it
expedient to adopt tobacco or any other

product as articles of inveftment for Europe,

" this propofed method of providing fugar, if

it fucceed, will aﬂ'ord a ready and pra&tica-

~ble precedent for colle@ing them,

Should the India Trade to: this country

be thrown open. at any future period ;

refponfible individuals would always be rea-

dy to fubftitute themfelves in the Company’s

trading capacity, for taking off this com-~

| mddity at a fixed rate, and hYpOth.ecating

D | it
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[ 34 1
it to Goyernment, as collateral {ecurity with
their own bills (upon regiftered (hipping*)
for any vr_,em‘i't‘taqc:es‘of furplus revenue to
Great Britain. This mode of a,dya‘nc‘ing
part of the value under fuch fecurity, is now
beneﬁci'ally pra@ifed in the article of Ben-
~ gal indigo; and while itaffords the Company
a fecure remit*aﬁce at the e:ichanp*e of
2. 3+d. the current mpee, has all the effe&t
of a boumy in the encouragement of that

branch of cultwatlon.

"The relources of Bengal are innumerable,
and ingxhauﬁible. If, the'refore, the India
Trade thould be laid open, it will be no very
fanguine idea to indulge the hope of foon
after feeing employed in i’cannua’ﬂy, inftead

of nine thips of feven thoufand and ninety-

*The outlines of a plan for this parpme, traced out

in the year 1791, is added in ppcndu . for the -

reader’s confideration,

T N e T R b e e

I 35 ]

five tons, taken up by the Company this

year for Bengal, as many as fhall make up

the difference of Britifh export freight, be-

tween the years one thoufand feven hun-

~dred and eighty-nine, and one thoufand

feven hundred and ninety, which Mr,

Ch i |
almers ftates at no fewer than cight hun-

dred cighty-fix veflels of ninety thoufand

one hundred and nine tons burthen!!!

Dz : CHAP.
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CHAP IV.

PROBABLE CONSEQUENCES OF ADOPTING
THE FOREGOING REGULATIONS.

T feems a confideration of no little mag-

nitude, to examine how far the opening
this branch atall with India, may change the
commercial fyftem of the empire at large.
Not merely how far it may affe& the pro-
perty and capitals employed in our Wefts
india iflands: that point, it is prefumed, had
been previoufly det(arminéd% before Govgrq-
ment refolved upon equalizing the duty™®,
The public vdice has called for,l and ap-

proved the meafure,

© We are now to trace the probable confe-
¥ Refer to note 1, chap. i

quencey

T T S e T

[37 ]

fjuenices and effe@s of encouraging large

: imporﬁations of fugar,,from- the Eaft-Indies.

Many peopie c'Oﬁtinue”to‘ciOuB{, tow far

it may be pracicable, to obtain any confi-.
“derable fupply at all: But, if they will take

the trouble bf looking into the matter, fuf-

ficient evidence will occur, to eftablith the

fa&, that fugar, if not indigenous, is at

leaft a plant fo 'naturélized and congenial to
the foil of Bengal ; and that there are in it
fuch large tracs of uncultivated land, and

people in f{ufficient numbers fo accuftomed

to the cultivation and manufacure of it in

its firt and marketable ftate, that a very

fhort period only is requifite for enabling

that country to anfwer the demand of the

whole of Europe:

And whoever fhall attentively examine

thvel pr.eceding71'eg‘ulatio.n‘s, will clearly per-

D3 | ceive,
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‘i » ceive, that', und‘er pr(}per- managémen{, fhofg , | The ﬁavigation of this kingdorﬁ‘ is ftated ii;
provinces ate able to furnith to any amount e "~ to have fallen off near one hundred th‘og- | Ii
required, and at a cheaper rate than any oz‘befj | l' fand tons in th¢ year 1790. IHow far it ‘§
 country on the face of the globe, without flavery i may have recovered during the laft twelve ’, Kl
or oppreflion of any kind whatever. -~ / months, cannot yet be afcertained. ?‘
Eé How highly im‘porta.ﬁt, therefore, does it - Sugar, next to hemp and flax; is one of
égﬂ appedr, to adopt the wifeft meafures at the , the moft bulky articles imported on Britifh
gi ~ beginning, for placing this culture and com- } "~ bottoms ¥,
E&i merce on t.he}.footing moft likely to produce - - , ¥
;%;: extenfive benefits to both the conquered fand ‘Before thé difturbances in - St. Domingo, }g
%ihé the m'.othe:r, country, with the leaft poffible this article had been gradually rifing in price; E
E;;I;; ; injur‘y’to}the interefts of ou.rfe,llqw—fu_bje&s } ‘a pretty fure indication that the cionfump:tion' %g
E’f@ in the _\Neﬁ India iflands ! L | o was fully equal to the fupply from Ar_nerica& %{
EEEE R / | _ ' It has fince.rifen to an alarming degree. El
E:}i a In order to determine properly, it is necef- , - | | i
%gg fary that all circumftances be fully flated. B Qur own iﬂz‘mds. have been long threat- | ;
§a.§ The quefiion involves great natioqal in=- ] ened with a ﬁxﬁi}ar convulfion. ‘Should one i
J terefls, moral, political, and commercial ; 1 | happen, from what quarter can Europe ex- é
5% it ought, therefore/,) to uﬁdergo ‘the. moft | L | e | ;
;Ef ca n did and ample f’v d,ifcuf.ﬁff)n{ o ‘ o . ; ﬁ;{’: ;){; il‘;;timber comgéfrom quway‘, in thips of E
. B o e o D4 - pet {
! , ' B
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pedt to draw this: neceflary of hfe (fm a

neceﬁ'ary it is now become, ¢ qually with fea—
/falt.for'voux table), if not from the Eaft
: :;;};Qd.i.gs._i |

The laudable exertions of the {ociety
‘eftablithed for producing, it in Afnca, if
crovvned with a fuccefs beyond the moft fan-
guine expedation of its warmeft friends,

can never, in this century, equal the g1owth

of our {malleft Weft India ifland #

The ftate of government and cultivation
in the Brazils|, the carlieft feat of Ameri-

can planting of fugar, tobacco and indigo,

*The ifland of Barbadoes is faid to have produced,
bet\ne&.n the years 1660 and 1760, hogtheads {ixteen

thouf{md or twelve thoufand tons 'mnually T his ifland

is not larger than the Hie of Wight.
» C o7_zf iderations on Sztgar ‘Traa’e, Bzzld-wm, 17 535027~

 } Seepage 4. of ditto.
gives

L R b e e e

[ 41 ]
gives no great encouragement to expect any

large additional imports from thence. . -

HQW far Spanith America may furnifh

* beyond her ufual crops, it may be difficult

to calculate. -

" The Dutch plantcfs at the Cape,r are épe: )

prefled by every baneful effet of jéalous
monopoly, and colonial tyranny. They
neither exift in numbers- fufficient to be
formidable, nor poflefs intelligence or Capi-
tals competent to the purpofe, even if the
foil were proper for this branch of c‘:ult.i-»

vation,

Our Government, then, would be without

- a fhadow of e*(cufe, were they to pafs the

pxefent occafion of i 1mp10v1ng ‘the Brm{h“

Trade from the Eaft Indies, and fecuring,
Whlle in their power, the poﬁeﬂion of this

important
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[ 42 1]

fmportant branch of commerce and navi=

gation.’

¢ is mach eafier to retain than to acquire,

We at this moment poflefs the means of fe-

curing a lead in this commerce ; other ftates
may be again * encouraged, if we relax, to
attempt a"reeOV'ery ofit. '

| Away then with all my{’cery or heﬁtatlon.
, Let everv obﬁacle be 1emoved that inter-
feres ‘with the nat1onal intereft, Wlth the
~finews of our national ftrength.—But let
ihe meaiures of Government be maturely‘

"determined upon, and gradually developed.

The object is certainly obtainable, if proper -

meafures are adopted : buﬁt' it is obtainable
only, by allowmg them tlme to produce

their natural effects.

% Ref¢f t0app‘ehdix, A
The

[ 43 ]
The late letters from India agrve,,e in re«

porting, that fugar, in the month of Auguft

laft; was to be had in any quantity, Mr.Law

produces an account of an increafe in one difs
tri& (where it had met with encouragement),

in one year, from 100 to 1000 begas*.

| Sﬁgar there, as here,_ (as_hath beenbefoxje-
obferved with refpe& to falt) is equally a

neceffary of life, Wlthout which the nat1ve°

~can hardly fubfift : they eat it with their

vituals, drink it in their beverages, and
{moke it with their tobacco. At the {eafon
for fupplymg that metropohs of our domi-
mons, and the ufual demand for exportatlon,
which happened to be the time when thefe
letters were wr 1tten, Calcutta doubtlefs would

contain a great quantity—a whole year’s

A{upply for home confumption and expor-

ta.tion. The calls of a few foreign Furo-

* See Law’s Rxﬁnv Refourccs, P 62. -*-»I‘ hree begas of
}and make one Engh{h acre,
~ pean
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pean thip-owners for one or two years backy
joined to the fuccefs of the famples brought;
hither-; {ince 1 787,] when the firlt Eaft 111dia_ '
fugar made its- appearance, - and the high

prices our London  prices current exhibited

to the merchants there, may have occafioned

fome inconfiderable increafe in the quantity

| b"rdught down laft feafon to Calcutta.

But 1f our Ea{’z Incha Company {hodci
requne a loadlng for only three or four of
their charteled fhips, it would prefently be
found, that the demand there, exceeded the
fupply at maxLet._ The immediate confe-
quence, every commercml man will percewe?

muft be fuch an _advanee of price, as will

render a {peculation in this article a ruinous

one to the adventurers,

But this is by no means all the mifchief.

Ships fent out on purpofe, muft return with
fome~

Qe A e

[ 45 ]

fomething ; they muft therefore load with

this or fome other lofing cargo.  Sugar,

therefere, would be enhanced, not only to
the Company and the Foreign Trade, but to
the Natives thex_hfelves—-—and the cultivators,
once taught to expe this high rate, would

expe it hereafter. The farmers would

take an immediate advantage of the ryots,

and, inftead of lowering, would rife in their

“demand of extra rent for fugar- lands. A

fteady, gradual increafe in the demand for

' produce and manufature, is the true crite-

rion of flourithing commerce and national
profperity, and is always accompanied by a
gradual, progreflive augmentation of price

in proportion.

" The experience of all civilized countries has

demonftrated the fatal effects of any fudden

increafe of price in produce or manufac-
ure, In the latter, it ‘renders workmen
| exorbi-
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[ 46 ]
exorbitant in their demands for wages ; and
idle, becaufe they can live by labouring only

" a part of their time : it feduées the cultivator

f47]

the DireQors have either limited their price

or their demand, or have hefitated embark-

ing in it at all for the prefent; and that, if

from his frugal hablts of induftry, and leads | no better offer, they will have the candour

him into expenfive modes of living, and to adopt fome of the hints which are here

ﬂovenl}’ hufbandry, Merchants are tempted | j  humbly fuggeﬂed for their information.
: ‘thereby into deep {peculations, and com- |

pelled to enlarge their Capitals,

Whenever a flagnation happens in the
deman’d, or a fall in the price, either from
rival fuppfy, or any other caufe whatever,
ruin is the merchant’s lot, and beggary the
other’s; and the country lofes for a time, a

beneﬁcxal branch of its commelce and re-

venue.

Such may be the confequences, if our

Eaft India Company too haftily or exten-

ﬁyely enter into this enticing and popular

fpeculati‘gne Itis carneﬁly to be hop,ed.»,; tllaé
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of je& to be ar-bitraril:y invaded by every fuc-

: |
[ 481 | e 1
il | [ 49 ] |
- of whom thefe foveréig'n’sf were compofed 3
CHAP V.o : | I although they concur in i‘epr'efenting’th»em to
CLAIM OF RYOTS Té THE RIGHT OF fREE-»» | haye béen a-chc_e flion of cbnqu¢r01‘s,'of dif:
i H‘OIIJJERS CONSI _DERED"_, ’ fe;ent religiéns andyrii;(:iPleS‘, each; govern-
sfl SR L o iqg by a defpotic fyﬁem. of his own, which
m T H E admiffion of claim in behalf of the \ " ?Yas»dép en@an‘t éqtirél?is’? the ftgmper and
tﬂ%i ryots or cultivators of the foil, to be | circumflances of the prince on the thmne:‘
| ‘égi ‘ - confidered as the only frecholders of Bengal, < - -
Egt*@’ has been flated in the fecond chapter, as . “ ..4The ng_Vérr"lm.ent,: of cgnfgqtlence, was Ii-
gg:{;‘ﬁ f " neceflary to the fuccefs of the regulations ’ | gld'orr' r"nll'd,» Qppreiﬁﬁre'or,bjenevolent,v- rapa-
; &ﬁggg there fuggefted for a proper extenfion of ' cious or moderate, according to the turn of
EE;E%‘ the cultivation of fugar in that country. . | mind or educ;ﬁo’n, n’écéfﬁti’e’s”or opulence
. _ . , « e . o w iiae
%E&; This claim it may here be proper to exa- of the conqueror himfelf, or of .hlsylmmedxatel
%q mine. - {ucceflor.
‘i?&i | Sir C. W. B. Rous, and moft of the writers - Titles?to‘ylénded propetty of any cOnﬁe
E:"E upon the landed property of India, have de= d¢rable value, derived f?f’m »A quCh a: four ce,’
Fﬂtﬁ | duced the tenure of it from the fovereign ta m‘_lﬁ in their very nature, and in ptopor‘tio?"
E[i E the farmer only; and feem not to have tolthat value, vbe vague and capricious, with-
| ?ii siven fufficient weight o the confideration ~out any fettled principle or’precedent ; fub-
{
|
|
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‘ceeding conqueror: and, therefore, as Sir
Charles W. has juftly obferved, confider-
 ations of equity and experience only, added

| to length of poffeﬂion, ought to be’ adrmtted

as important, in deciding upon the eﬁabh{h-

‘ment of permanent titles to land under a
government guaranteed by the Brmfh leglf-

_' lature.

In all thefe enquiries, littfle\, notice and |
lefs ‘importance appears to be given to the
moft ‘nut.nerous‘ and ufeful clafs of fubjects,
| ' Though Mr.

‘the ryot, or tiller of the foil.
‘Grant begins his book with admitting them

in their fulleft exteﬁt, ‘yet their titles {feem -

hardly to have deferved attention: never-

thelefs, if the true end of all civil m{htutlons

“be rather to fecure the rights and happmefse

of the many, “than the opulence and autho-

rity of the few, .furely the rights of this -
efcnptmn of people ought to have been -

afcel-

| [ st 1
afceftained and ef’cabh{hed ‘with ‘particular. |
premﬁon o

‘H’ad,t*he enQuifieS-bEgun below; inftead

~ of at the ‘upper end of the chain—afcended.

inftead of moving downwards—w-mﬁead of
ﬂ:atmg a capricious dlfpenfauon of property
through favour from the monarch to his
fubje@—had they admitted the dereliction
of inherent rights of the pebple to the fove-
reign—the chain of conneétion would have
appeared much more intelligible to a mere |
Englith reader, and the natural dependan-

cies of one clafs of fociety upon the other -

‘might have been more readily traced, and

more equitably eftablithed in future,

The ofiginal jurifdié‘cion of the ancient
Hindoo government may with great ap-

peaxance of plauﬁblhty be fupuofed like

| thofe of Syna and Egypt recorded in Scnp-

Ez

Cture,
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ture, to have been purely patriarchal. Every

trace left us of their pr1m1t1ve manners and

habits of life carry with them a ﬁrong re-

femblance that tends to Juﬁlfy thls {uppo-

htlon.

/e

'In thofe remote ages of paftoral ﬁmplieity-z

- fixed property no where exifted. The

fmall focxetles, or rather families under di-
refion of the elder moft refpected for wil-

dom and experience, wandered, like the

modern Arabs, from place to place, dlre&ed |

folely in their chmce of a temporary refi-
dence, by the eonvemence: of Wate; and

pafture.

But in the progrefs and improvement of

civil fociety, as arts and population. in-

creafed, men became of neceﬁi ty more con—-

ﬁned to particular fpots ; and. by long

poﬂefﬁon acqulred property in the fcu} |

Whlch

[53]

which they and their forefathers had culu-

vated and 1mproved.

Such are the claims of the ryots of In‘dié,v |
“at this day, and fuch the only real titles to

any landed property whatever,

V‘The Hindoo rajahs may be confidered
originally to have been the patriarchs of
that COuntryl,!'an_d in procefs of time to

have become its fovereigns; and the ze--

mindars, and other fubordinate charaers of

this period, to have been in  after times cre-

ated by them, and to have held no other

authority than that delegated to officers em-
ployed in colle@ing the contributions of the

people, in proportion to the property they

poflefled for the neceflary fupport of Go-

ver nment




o4 1 ] | o Lss 1
| arifes fpontaneoufly from the boon, if that”

can be called a boon, from whence all thles

" It is fomewhere mentioned to his honour,

that one of the ableft of the Mogul emperors
' are admitted, by the ableft writers on thc

made it a fixed principle of government,
that no ryot“;(hoﬁld ever -be difpoflefled
Whlle he pald his full ef’cabhfhed rent. “Were 1/
this rule now admitted, ‘the ryot mu{’c be

fubje&, to have been ougmally derived.

‘acknowledged the only frecholder, and all

~wafte and abandoned fpots of land become of

' courfe efcheat, and lapfe to the foverelofn as

lo_rd paramount.. The admiffion of thlﬁ‘
docrine Would' amazingly fimplify the reve- 1 ‘ o .
nue—fy{’tem, without in the fmalleft degree / | ‘

weakening the title of zemindars and others
" to the poi’cs of colle@cmg the qu1t-rents, or
land-tax of the diftri@ts of which they | |
have b_eg:ri. left in péﬁbfﬁohf Induftry is the | . D D - e

confort, and property th¢ offspring, of ciyil

Iibe?ty?—f-Agig}it the cultivators of the foil

T T T
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i ' to an abfolute property in it, and to what
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they cultivate, and every ﬁim‘u-li;slto labour
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CHAP VI;

PRII\CIPLES AND CAPITAL OF THE CQMq .

S I PANY S COMMERCE.

T is taken for grarit'ed, that Government
is fatisfied of the neceflity which exifts

fOlj permitting the Company to comply =
with the public’ call for importing fugar

from the Eaft Indies,

They muft therefore have maturely con-

- fidered the remote, as well as immediate

N _coxlfequenges of fuch permxﬁion,

:On Vt}ge /footing it is here oropofgd-to

begin on account of the Company, the {fup-

ply from Bengal will be gradual, certain,
and produdtive of benefit, As it fhall in-

’*creafe, the tonnage employed muft alfo be

@ugmemcd Ifit ever {fhall acquire that im-

portance, .

o571

“portance, which circumftances and pa{’c esc- :

perience in another part of the globe at pre-

fent encourage us to expe@c may it not be

fuppofed likely to become too great an ob—i

je& to be left under a monopoly P—Itis

ardently W1fhed that it may.

The Eaft India Company have 1ong been .7

envied their exclufive pr1v1lege ; but, ge-

nerally, from miftaken ideas of the bene-

fits of their trade. 'The papers {o, can~

didly produced annually, of late years, be-
fore Palhament, confute every idea of their

having been gamers, upon the Whole, by

" their commerce*. Ever fince their acqui-
'ﬁtioxi of the territorial revenues, the Com-

pany has been I in the fame fituation as -an

Irith gentleman of five thomand a year,

who,: reﬁdmg in this country, {hould allow

* Vide Short Revxew, and the f’catements exhxblted

in APpendlx.

his.
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!ns fteward in that to expend two thoufand

~of it in repairs and eﬁabhfhments, and- di-

re& the other three to be laid out in the

.hnen-manufaé‘tmes of Colrame or Antrtm

or the falt beef of Cork to be fold in Eng-

Iand by his fa@cors in the c1ty

The fteward, perhaps a tolerable judge

“of the value of land, and the method of

. managlng tenants, becoming thus fuddenly
‘a dealer in linen and prov1ﬁons, would xall

‘into the conftant blunder of thofe who un-

- dertake what they do not ‘underftand, and

“would make his purchafes aeeordmgly

CIf the rental of the eftate by any good

| :fortune {hould increafe, its lord of courfe

' .dlreé’cs the amount of his cloth and adven-

tures to be augmented in proportion: and .

E ‘as he poflefles little more knowledge (if {o
b muC_h)_ in dlreé’tmg the aflortments proper

. fQI.‘?‘ _

E-'59"]

for thts market ‘than his agent abroad in

the method of buyln |
| thipping off; it may eafily be computed what
kind of a remlttance would be realized from

the eﬁate. e

Such for many years, has been the com-

merce of the Ea& Indxa Company—-ﬂt may »

indeed be faid, ever fince they quitted thc1r

primitive charalter of merchants, and be-

came a corporatton of tradmg foverelgns. “

“This will appear the lefs extramdmary,

‘when it is found that the Cornpany has
atually been carrying on 1ts commerce from
‘the date of the excluﬁve chaiter, to the

prefent time, wztbout emp/oymg aﬂy real__'_

Capzml * 'wl)atever upon the cnculanon of

1ts )

* Whatever Capxtal the Proprletors have ralfed, has
been 1mmed1ately applied, or the greater part of ity as

an axd to Government

In

bleachmg, and .
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its own bonds, the fale of anr‘miti’es, or upon

the antxcxpated income. of its, mortgaged -

eﬁate

To Juﬁxfy this aﬂ'ertlon, there only ,needs
a reference to the repeated enqulrx{,e_s“of the

T the "year fég& they raifed 2, 800,000 1, by payment
of 871. 10 s. per cent. on 3,200,000 k. and after paying

4oo,oool to the old Company for the dead ftock in
’ I‘ndia, two millions of the remamder was Ient to Go» '

vernment at § per cent.

In 1701 the intereft was reduced to 5 per cznt and &

new loan: made at the fame rate, of 1 200,0001

- TIn 1744 another at 3 per cent. thhout any calI upox*
ﬂme Proprietors,. 1,000,000 L :

“In 1729 a douceur was paid.of 200;0001. and the in-

o tereﬁ upon the- 3,200,000, 1. was; reduced to 04 per cent.

, per 3111'1

In 1750 the mtere{’c on the whole loan, at that time

~ more by a million than the whole nominal capital of the
€ompany, and amounting. to 45200 .00ol. was conti--

aued to Government at ‘3 per cent. the rate at’ whxch,
it now remains.. : . o

# Great part of the Chma, and nearly all of the pur—
ehafes in India, have been made upon credit {ince the

‘year 1780, and.paid for either in bills in England, or

in bonds or certificates 'bea) ing mtereﬁ 5 all whlch were

accepted on the fecurity of the’ termtonal revenues,

not on their cxedm and ptoperty ina tradmg capacity.

el

g, ‘ ala1 mcd |

1 615..

alarmed plopuetary into the ftate of their
aflairs, anda perufal of the reports of feve-
ral committees of the Houfe of Commons |
appomted- to examu}_e. them. It will there .
be difcerned that neither the reports.of pro-
'prietors nor committees, nor the diﬁ'erent :
acts of parhament for m{htutmg regula-v

tions ‘and reform (fug e{’ted and pa{Ted, it

muft be fuppofed, at the requef’c of the
Court of Direttors), exhibit any proofs of
intelligence‘,‘{ or capacity in that body, at all

- adequate to the admi’niﬁréﬁon of fo ithpor—

tant a truft as they have held for aboven

thlfty ye,ars paﬂ:n ' .‘ L e Lt
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CHAP VIL
RETROSPECT INTO THE ERRORS OF THI
| SYSTE.M OF CONDUCTING IT.

T mlght be thought harfh or 1nv1d1ous to

o attnbute this feries of nufmanagement to
the men ; ; let us therefore look for it in the

' fy{’tem. .

We ﬂlall there find, 'that,.imniedi'ately:v

after the acquifition of the territory, the at-

tention of the Directors was diverted from .

the calm purfuits of regular commerce,. to
the contemplation of that immenfe wealth
which was expeced. to flow {pontancoully
“into Leader’xhgll—ﬁreet, from. the revenues

of the new acquifitions.

A violent ftruggle took place bétweén the
f fet of nien in poﬂeﬂion, and thofe who, to

jultify

[ 65 1
juflify their paft condué’c and enfure fuc- |

cefs to then‘ future plans, wifhed to obtam

the adminiftration of the Company’s aﬂ'aus._

Profeffional qualifications . ceafed to be
confidered as eflential in candidates for the
dire@ion. Men of diff_"ererit ’pfo\feﬂicns, to-
tally unc'onneé’cedlwith the Co‘mp'any’s ’inv-’ |

terefls or objes, intruded themfelves into

it by means frequently not the moft allow-

able ; and in order to keep themfelves in
power, every improper influence was fora
long period éXerted, ‘to the ruin of ‘the dif-
cipline of the fervice, the difcouragement of
merit, and the total fubverﬁon of. all\rule

and fubordmatlon. -

This muft be atlowed to be a true pi&ure
of affairs at hOme,‘ until.very lately.,

~Abroad, the rapxd tlanﬁtlon in. th@ Com- "
pany’s
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p‘a‘ny’s affairs ’in‘ Bengal,” from i'm'p:endiyng |
_ruin and extirpation to wealth and préfpea
o ~ rity, as rapidly enriched thofe few of t‘hé*

fenior fervants Who furvwed the Black

Hole.

- Unloéked-for affluence ‘brought with it

careleflnefs of publia’ duty, and licentious

cqntempt of order and'.'r’egularivty.*

The departments ‘of commerce and reve~

nue, and the fupermtendance over the na=.

tive admml{’cratlon of Ju{hce, all centred in’

the fame perfons . moﬁly young and ifiex--

- perienced mer, Who had been edicated- for

the fervice upon its onomal footmg of a’

Here, ‘however, -the

tradmg company.

reader has an ﬂpportumty of obfervmg the -

'fions make great men.-

Ju{‘cnefs of the obfervatlon, that great occa~

Some of thefc gen-

.tlemen have fhewn a ~V}gour of mind; ‘ér‘:}&
o 1 R

[651

ks

an integrity of heart, which do honour to

the human chara@cer, and proved them

equal to the occafion, -

peared notorious It became neceflary to

tranfplant fervants from the other fettle-

“ments, to take the vacant feats of thofe

who had refigned, or been difmiffed from

the council. A fet of thirteen experienced

faclors were fent from England, to govern
the commerce, with orders to increafe the .
inveftment in proportion to the {fuppofed

augmentation of the means for carrying it

on. Thefe latter gentlemen, on their ar-

rival, foon found it convenient to blend

" the*charaé’cer of .merchant with that of fu-a

~perv1for and judge, and became almoﬂ im-

mediately. mcorporated with the ‘other

.: fervants.

e e

"The natural confequences foon after ap-
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Of thofe who went to Bengal from the

other fettlements, moft of them were fhortly

after removed back again, on the plea of

_their having fuperfeded the. regular eﬁabhfh-

ment.

The contaglous example and fuccefs of
our arms on the banks of the Ganges, in-

{pired and encomaged fimilar attempts at

- conqueft on the coafts of Malabar and Co-

o yomandel; and h-a_d, in a proporuonate de-

gree with their fext,é:it, the fame ruinous

effe@ts upon the fyﬁ‘em‘f of condu&@ing the

Conipany’s trade, which in every part of /

India became more and more negle@ed.

"T'he fupervifors fent out in the year 1770
had, no.doubt, fri& ‘orders to make this

“branch an early objec of their attention :

but the lofs of them all in the Aurom fri-

6 - » gate,

dwindled to a mere trifle.

67 ]

-gate, again put off the penod of this necef-

fary reform.
~In the mean time, our exports to India

with Cllina, though'better conclu&ed be-
caufe really carried on more upon the prin-

ciples of trade, was chleﬂv fupported upon

the credit of individuals, and with fpecxe

fent out thxther from England

‘The Dire&ots were conftantly prefling
for larger India inveftments than the manu-

fa&ures were able to furnifh * ; and the go-

* 8o little knowledge did they po{Tefs of the extent of ,

the apphcable funds for inveftment, and of the capacity
of the diftri&s for furnithing goods, that the annual
indents, for many years, exceeded by one-half the
amount which the Bengal government were able to ap-

propriate ; and in many inftances the number of pieces -

demsnded from an aurung was ten times that ever

manufa@tured; and in much the fame proportion beyond '

what could have been fold to. profit, had the order been
completed —See Abﬂ:ra& Statement, in Appendlx, D.

F 2 : vernmcnt

Our commerce -

e

e e
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vefnrne‘nt abroad imprudéntly encouraging
'the call, and accepting whatever goods were
tendered for the fupply, to the general de-

bafement of the ftandard fabrics, and in-
creafe of their firft coﬁ

“This indeed would have been in fome

meafure the cafe, if the allotments had

rémained on a lower fcale, from the effects

of blending all public employments in the
fame perfon, as already ftated; but fill

more {o, from the frequent changes of gen-

- tlemen from one ftation to another, before it

was even poffible for them to have become

'tolerably converfant in the local dutxes of

any one of then three ‘occupations:

The Directors did not long remain 1grr0-;

rant of the abufes Whlch had crept into their
.:,commerual fyﬁem, nor of the alarming :
| 'debafement of the Indm fabmcs.

About the

year

B 0 i

~appointment.

[ 6 ]

year 1772 their letters breathed fentiments

of great difpleafure ‘at'thé condu& of the

‘Bengal councxl, and fome members of it

were removed on that account: but the

fun&mns of revenue and commerce conti-

nued even then in the fame perfons. Pro-
feflional fﬁperi’ntendants had about this
time, as on former occafions, been fent over,
for the improx?ement of the {ilk and cotton
manﬁfa&ures; and much might have been

expe&ed florn the abilities and experience

of the gentlemen fixed on, bad t/aey beenr.

pra_perly Supported :

fingle precaution, it may fairly be inferred,

prevented many of the good effeés of their

None of the profeffional filk
‘or cloth fuperintendants, fince Mr. Clerem-
bauld, were admitted within the pale of the
civil fervice.. It will not be 1ead11y con-
ceived ‘what injury this omiffion has done
to the purpofes of their appointment, which,

as 1t calrled an 1mphed cenfure upon the

Fi3 - {ervice .

the neglet of one-
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fervice in} general, mrght naturally have i

tifying to them, and was the more llljudlw
cious in thofe who fent them . out, ‘becaufe
‘ | thefe. gentlemen had frequent opportumtres
| of percewmg others, certamly not better
- quahﬁed than themfelves, promoted to civil

- rank in the fervrce ; feveral of them’ merely

upon the plea of that profeﬂional know-

e m e

===
S R B Pt

been ex:pe&ed to excite Jealoufy and dif-
truﬁ and, therefore, reqmred every pofﬁ-

e

ble fupport of the perfons entruﬁed Wlth it,

| ;i} for rendermg them refpe&able in thelr pri=
i vate chara&els, and refponﬁble and inde-

: pendant 1nthe l,.,m,e of thelr public du_ty, o
S c R SRS ol ledge and experrence Whrch it had been ,

the employment of their own hves to ac~
qu1re and of Whrch the Wan.t “of equal in-
tereft with then: common maﬂ:ers, ought not-
ce1ta1nly to have formed a fufﬁment conﬁ- )

Sufficient care was not taken of eithe‘r;’ |

-

) : ;
. accordmgly, we have feen them on their }
% aruval reduced to the ﬁtuatlon of fubordlq

et

nate, inftead of fuperlor officers, in their

. refpe&ive departments; inftead of holdmg deration to dePnY ¢ them,

i the controul under council, a&ing in the |
! By the regulatmg a& of parhament

which inftituted a fupreme council and
court of judicature, the commercml was

firft feparated from the other branches of |
but the mfeuor fervants

~ lower clafs of the executive branches, with=

- e i s e o e e e

w | ~out the fmalleft portmn bemg left them of
I that difcretional authority ‘which had been

;eonfefred by indentures, and was ezprefsly

adminiftration ; .

. and the-benefit of their employers, - employed, continued to be taken from one
R B | _ into the other, as 1ntereﬂ: or mchnauon.‘

|
| SRR
” . ThIS degtadatmn became the more m01-=- ' | di&atéd-i r o T et

i\ | ,‘ : ;‘ i A | tlfymg

ug intended to be applied for their own credit




The fupenor fervants, or members of the enced merchants and Judges of “mulmuls

, board of trade, were dlreé’ced to be chofen and raw ﬁlk

-accordmg to femorlty in the c1v1l fervme,

‘and to fucceed in rotatjon. Expenence has The former of thefe erroxs wag fhortlyafter

correéed, by reducmg the number, and in-
creafing the value, of feats at that board’;} |
and-the fecond regulatmg adl left the cho1ce‘
of" perfons to fill them | with the governor‘

| { ~ general.  But neither took place, till expe—t
; them were much 1nfenor to the emoluments‘ :  rience Of all the mlfchlefs which ought to
I _ ' '

of their juniors in feveral other departments, have been expe&ed from- fuch an arranges

ment had aGually followed

thewn this to have been a wrong meafure?
thOugh doubtlefs fuggefted by a llberal de-

i fire of compenfatmg the fenior fervants for

their being cut off from fucceeamg in f'uturc
{ ; to feats in council. The falaries ﬁxed for

: and to thofe from whence they themfelves
lll were 1mmed1ately promoted Their own
former ocupations in pohttcal and financial

ﬁ:atlons had little tended to quahfy them for

their new employment Nor indeed ought
| it to have been expe&ed that men, _Whofe

livés had been fpent in ﬁudymg the prmcx— |

ples of the governments of the countries

conneéted with ours, or developmg the mtu-— |

* cacies of the revenye fyftem of our pro-

vinces, ﬂmuld all of a fudden become experi-
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CHAP VIH.‘
IN CONTINd‘A'rION‘."‘ |

“VHE refources afforded by the revenue
“to the commerce, which, for {fome
'years previous’ to the late war with Hyder

had been {fuperabundant, foon after its com-

" mencement, faﬂed altogether. “"The Com-

pany, having no Capxtal of their own, and-

~having been accuftomed to rely on the reve-

nues for the fupply of all their commermal

k’vfunds, were unable to aff'ord the {fmalleft

| affiftance from England; and yez perfifted in
demanding large invefiments from abroad. A -

fatal and ruinous expedient was adopted to

furnifh the fupply, Their cargoes were
provxded upon contracls, at credit, payable

~ in paper ihftead of money : at firft in bills

on England and afterwards in bonds and

certificates,

[ 75 ]

- eertificates, which, though bearingan inter~

elt of elght per cent. per annum, continued
all through and long after the war, to fuﬂ'er
a heavy difcount. The evﬂs of this expe,—
dient, the beft that offered at the time, dq
r)ot feem to have been apprehended at home
till their confequences’ were feverely felt;
and perhaps at -this moment, may not be
fully.underﬁood by many. To thofe who
do comprehend them, it will be matter of

Hurprife to be informed, that the inveﬁments

fent home at that time deferved and obtain-
ed the approbation of the Dire@ors and of

“the bl!Yers at th_e_ Compgny’s fgles; thét ‘the
fabrics in general were well kept up, and

the nett value received for them by the con-
tractors was yery little, if any thxng, above
the rates given at this pxefent time for the
{ame commodity. Thefe are fa@s delibe-

| rgtely afferted, a.r;dlwh_i;ch' can be proved by

unquet-
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unqueftionable evidence. 'Though the fyf-
tem was defective, yet there was’ certamly

fome merit in the condu&ing that part of it

L7 ] |
fame full mfmmatmn, which have enabled

the prefent court of Directors to effed fuch

great and beneficial alterations abroad.‘
in which the adminiftration at home had no '

! fhare whatever. The few inftances here produced, are

fuch as pr1nc1pally contributed to the gene-

This partial retrofpec of the late com- | ral negle& of the true intereft of the Com- ’

mercial fyftem of the Diretors, is ’hefe gi\f(f;n' " pany Numberlefs others might be ad-
in_order to fhew fome of their errors in y ~ duced, if they were at all neceﬁ'ary to prove

principle and praice, which will in'a great

T e e e e
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‘this poﬁuon.

meafure account for the conftant and in-

S

creafing lofs the 'Coﬁlpany have incurred by

 this part of their cominerce; and that themif-
manarremcnt ‘abroad, to which only this ‘lofs

l;as:becn generally attributed, was the natu-

~ 1al and inevitable confequence of the mif=

takes - and mifcondu&t of the former admi-

niftrators at home; who, if they'ha‘d-really
meant an earlier reform, ought'to have taken

the fame pams, and might have obtained the‘

fame

It would be in the laft degree illiberal to

“attribute. all thefe abufes to - the Want of

knowledge and attention in the Dlreé’cors of | |
that period, though many of them can be
afcnbed to no other caufe: or to withhold,

in this place, the tei’cimoh’y which fuch con-

duct deferves, that of late, mdeed ﬁnce
the accounts of the commerce as well as rey

venue have been annually laid before Par-’

| ‘hament, _greater attention appeared to have

bccn
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been paid to the trade than heretofore ; and
th€ effe@s of that attention are vifible in the

inproving ftate of the proﬁt and lofs ac-

count of the Company

The reform, however, has only been come

| pleted abroad ; and was effeCted there, more
by the mtegmty and perfevering ﬁrmnefs
of Lord Cornwalhs, than by any refpe& for
the example which had been heretofore fet

the fervants in India by their fupenors and
fellow-fervants in Leadenhall-ftreet.
% To illuftrate the truth of this remark, fec Appen-

dix, F. for a profit and lofs of five years trade, between
1784 and 1789, and G. for one of the year 1790—91

CHAP
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CHAP IX.
EXPEDIENCE AND PRACTICABILITY oOF

DISSOLVING THE PRESENT COMPANY.

M UCH the fame I‘cruggle for power,

and intrigue for confining the direc-

~ tion to the ar; ﬁocmc_y qf the houfe-lift ; the
 fame fecret influence of a powerful combi-

‘nation of fhip-owners ; the fame expenﬂve

) home-eﬁabh{hments, contmue, at the pre-

fent hour, to burthen and embarrafs the real

 intereft of the proprietors. Moft of the

perfons employed in it are attached to the

fyftem by long i mnmacy, and by fuch a va-

riety of complicated interefts, conneions,

‘and dependencies, that, nbtWithﬂanding
there are others among them, of the firlk
ab1hty, unfhackled with thefe trammels, yet

it may well be doubted whether it is even

pofiible




)

| foﬂibie for the exiﬁing Compan)"r', tipo“ﬁ" a

feparation of the revenues, ever to return to

its primitive charaer of 4 trading corpora=

tion, with equal advantage to that of ‘anew
affociation, founded upon the enlightened
o principles of tnodern"comrherce, and 'unené
. cumbered with the prejudlces of the old
fyﬂem, or Wlth the ev1l confequences of

long perfeverance m error and difficulty.

- No. one will deny, that there exifts at

this moment a fpirit and 1ntelhgence in
the merchants of Great Br1ta1n, with com=
petent funds at their command for frammg
and condu&ing a commerce of this mag—
mtude, without dependmg upon Govern=
ment for a Capital, who will be ready to
undertake either the whole China and Indta,
trade together or feparately, with or w1thout
 the exclufive pr1v11ege, provided all rg/imznts
upon Indm zmporz‘az‘zon be total[y abol //Jea’

- If Parliament are of opin»idn that achar-

. ter

ter is at all neceﬁ'ary, and ‘that. the pre{'ent

 fhould be a.boh{hed the meafure to be taken

- is_obvious, and prafticable without danger,

at an inconfiderable expence.
The ptefent Company’s nommal cap1ta1 is

5,000 ooo 1. on which a dividend of 8 per

cent, is nowtrecewed, or 400,000 l.

'Government owe the Company
4,200,000, at 3 per cent. intereft, and’

pay annually . 126,000 L.

“The proprietors, independant of the ter-

" gitorial revenues, admit themfelves to bein-

folvent. |

* Parliament has repeatedly decided, that

 thefe revenues are the property of the State =

\

they now lapfe to it uﬁbonnﬁtionalb/.

G | Govern-
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Govcmment has promifed them a I1bera§

- c‘onﬁdemtlon Whene\rcr the revenues axe:\

taken away. -

Inﬁead therefore; of entering Into ac-
count with the Company, for the value of

forts and gatrifons, floating or fixed frock,

faories, or marine cftablifhments; if Par-

fiament will vote only to infure the propri- -

etors a continuance of their prefent dividend,
which will coft two hundred and feventy=
four thoufand pounds per annum, all the
- world will regard it as a moft liberal arrange-
ment, worthy of the natien who makes it ¢
not thé libera‘ﬁty, of the lion dividing his
prey, nor the liberality of a mere ftatefman
difpenﬁng his pa,tronage but a fair, equi-

‘table comperrfatmn, for the rifks which the

~corporation has fhared with this country,

‘in acqmr)ng and preferving the three pro=

vinces. Thc value of them appears ade-
- quate

[ 83 1

quate to recompenfe both. The océafion

of doing fo now prefents itfelf; and the ne- :

ceﬁity, as well as juftice, of the meafure,

muft appear obvious to every man who will

'reﬂeé’c upon the fub_]eét

In proporti‘o’n to the extent of the Capital,

‘and the privileges of the new Company,

they will require more or fewer of the

buildings and ftock of the old, for which
they of courfe may be expe&ed to pay a

reafonable price : fuch others as can be dif-
pofed of, may be fold by public auction,
and both go a great way in reimburfing
Government for this compenfation, if the
fums they produce do not entirely repay

it,

By fuch an arrangement, and the Go-
vernment taking all the debts upon itfelf,
thofe of the trade as well as of the terri-

. toxy, the creditors will readlly be mduced,

G 2 - on
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on better fec11r1ty being given, to accept of

lower terms for the liquidation.

In granting a dividend of 8 per cent. to

the proprletors, the plefent high. puce of

the Government funds operates to the dif-
advantage of the State, inafmuch as it will
be paying an ettravagaﬂt intereft upon five
mxlhons, the amount of their capital ftock.

But, i in funding whatever of the,Con‘)panys

&ebts {hall be transferred to .England,»« it

operates the contrary way upon a ‘much

\

The Cox;npany are now paying from

8 to 12 per cent. on their debts abroad, and

4 per cent. on that which runs at 1nter¢ﬁ in
England. Government may at once reduce
the latter to three; and, very {oon after the
accounts of the conclufion of the prefent
,war fhall have been publifhed by authority,

~will find no difficulty in obtaining the con-

{fent

- continuance of the prefent ;

[ 85 1

fent of the India credifors to accept of five,

until as much of it as thall be thought expe-

dient fhall be paid off.
view, it furely becomes both fafe and expe-

In this point of

dient, for an adminiftration fo completely

in pofleflion of the pubhc confidence, to
lofe no longer time in waiting for ‘that

event ; fince every protraltion of ‘a mea-

{ure univerfally admitted to be neceffary,

eccafions fo great a lofs of intereft and cre-

dit upon a Capital, for which it feems agréed

 that the natlon is to be ujtimately. refponm |
'ﬁble. '

Many and greater advantages appear

likely to refult to Government from the

eftablifhment of a new corporation, than a

{fome of which
perhaps were in contemplation, when a mi-

nifter afferted laft year, and repeated in this,

that India was more likely to aﬁi& England

Gj3  with
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with its ﬁnances, than to call upon it for

| fuppm t.

AL the abufes of the old fyftem will be
done away, without perfonal inveftigation

or punifhment.

All the funds a\riﬁng from fale of‘ thg
quick and dead fock, cargoes, and com-
mercial buildings, which can be converted
into money, beyond the a&ual Enghfh debts
of the Company, will go towards redeem»

ing fo much of the public debt of the

nation,

_ }All difcuflion and difagreement with the
old proprietors about the value of this pro-

perty, and the expence of a commlﬁion

of liquidation for adjufting the buﬁnefs, Wlu ,

be totally qnnec;ﬁ’a;y.

- The terms granted to a new fet of pro«n.
prletms,

[ 87 1

prietors, whether under an exclufive charter,

or a mere power to trade corporately, may
be fettled, as the lotteries are, by acc_ep-tance
of thofe propofals which hold out the moft

beneficial and fafe conditions,

1

If it be ;’:onﬁdéred that 274,000 1, per
annum, the propofed compen{ation, will be
‘00 heavy a burthen for the kingdom to
- take upon itfelf, in addition to that of the
accumylating debt upon the revenues, it |
- may be made a ﬁipulation with th,e',ngw.

»gprdprieto.rs? that part of it fhall be paid by

a {mall jadditiona’l duty upon tea, which

will now bear an increafed impoft. = Much

of the remammg fum may be expe&ed to

V:arlfe fxom the cuftoms- upon fugar, rum,

and the other new branches of i 1mpor tation,

which will every day open upon us from the
Eaft Indles

But | g.rant'ing that Parliament immedi-

-G 4 | | ately
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[ 88 1
ately take the Company’s affairs out. of
their hands, it may very properly be atked,

how are they to be adminiﬁe:ed_ until an

agreement takes place with a new fe; of pro-

prietors? It is incumbent upon us to, be

ready with a reply.—A plan puffued upon
fomething. like the following outline, may

perhaps be immediately adopted Wlthout

'n{k or mconvemence.

Declare all the property, debts and de——

~ mands, of, and upon the Company, to be

thofe of the ftate : and, for the prefent,

- continue all the fervants in their ftations

and appointments; but liable to all the

‘penal flatutes to which: the officers of

Government are already fubjed in cafes of

malverfation or breach of truft.

Separate entirely the department of CO’ih-, i

merce, and place it immediately under the

controul

T % 1

¢ontroul of the board of trade and planta.

tions, to whofe depai;tmen’; it f)aturally’ be~

longs; and let that board a& indepe‘ndantly:
of the India board of commiffioners, in liqui-
dating all commercial accounts, "carry"rng

on the trade, and effe@ing a fettlement with

~ the new corporation,

‘CH AP,




T Tt

'[9‘@]" - o Lo ]

|
tude which muft flagger and Q&Oni[h thofe i

R ‘ ; who have not before confidered the fgbje&.
CHAP X ] | O} berare conh

|

- » - When it is alfo conﬁdered how many :

. ; \ |

TENDENCY OF AN ENCOURAGEMENP‘ OF é - other unexplored branches of native pro- |
i

THE SUGAR TRADE FROM EAST INDIA, Y X duce have been ftifled, and are ﬁﬂl locked

up by the narrovv influence of an exclufive

puvdege, and What an e‘itent ‘of Britith "
navigation would have been now employed, . !

) SURE. o o | | | | ?} had the trade been laid open, every liberal

| | mind will regret, that the apparent neceﬂity |

of its continuance has fo long fan&ioned "

this exclufive charter of the Eaft India Coom-

’TO LOMPEL THE THROWING OPEN THE
TRADE ALTOGETHER. ADVANTAGES

-TO BE EXPECTED FROM THAI‘ MEA-&V

HE relative ﬁtﬁaﬁon of the Company

at this crifis with the kingdom at large,

will, it is hoped, juflify this long dxgxe{l- J ) " pany. 'Till of late no opportunities have
fion. 1 occurred of fairly inveftigating the queftion;
. P but it is hoped and expeced, that the

We left the growing refources of Bengal | period is now arrived, for giving it a full

(for from thefe only of our India poflef= % ‘( and candid d1fcuﬁion.

fions, have we any refources adequate to

~our eftablifhments) in a train of increafing,

- from one {ingle article, fugar, to a magni-

tude

Already the mounds of this monopoly
have been {apped and weakened, by the
admlﬂion of individuals to a confiderable

4 B | * fhare
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fhare of the import trade, under exprels

licence of the company itfelf, who by this -

permiffion have tacitly acknowledged the
infufficiency of their own eap‘i‘tal,‘- for carry-
ih,g‘ on the trade to an adequate extent, for
A loa\d'ing back even their own chartered

ﬂuppmg

However dlfa{’uous it ‘may have proved
in the outfet, to thofe who availed them-
.felves of this licence, yet it will { oon appear,
that indivi‘duals will find means of employ-
ihg it to more advantage, than the corporate
body can, or have done, fince the year
17 57. The acute indufiry of people, where
their own intereft is at ftake, will always
go beyond the official zeal and a&lwty of the
moft faithful fervant of another, efpeciall_y

“of a public body, conftituted like our Eaft

‘India Company.
The Compziny’s duty of feven per cent,
“upon th1s prwate trade and privilege, already
amounts

[933

amounts to too large a fum * to be haﬁﬂy |
abandoned. In the prefent flate of their

aﬁ"mrs, it may be highly inexpedient to do

fo. If the permiffion is to be continued,
through the Company, burthened as it is
with this duty, with high freight, and enor-

mous fees of office, time will fan&ion that

as a right, which at firft was an indulgence ;

and the leglﬂature will at length perceive
the hardihip 1mpofed upon a great part of
his majefty’s fubjeds , in favour of a

{maller number

The fhipping. 1 necefiary for bringing'
home fugar and gruff, if that trade fucceeds
to our wifhes, will be found to increafe.

Iet us then cherith the pleafing hope, that

the Period is faft approaching, and that

* On a mediurmn to nearly 7o,oool per annum.
+ Refer to Appendix, E.
I Refer to Appendix, H.
- ‘many
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.many of s may yet hve to fee the day, .

when the capital and credit of 2 Hatley him-
felf fhall be incompetent to the building,
and the docks of a Pairy too fmall to careen,
the thipping eniployed in the Britith com-
merce with Eaft India. Let every man
contribute his ideds for the improvement of
the minifter’s plan for ptoducing thefe na-
tional benefits ,novs} faid to b'e’,‘un_der deli-
beration ; and let us candidly and cordially
aflift, to give it full credit and effe. In this
fpirit,‘ and With thefe fentiments, have the
obfervations, now {ubmitted to the reader,

been {fuggefted.

Let the philanthropy of a Smith banifh

all narrow, felfith ‘principlés ; but let the phi-
lofopher in trade remember, that he i is a

Brit /73 merchant.
expedient to continue the whole exclufive

privilege for fome years longer ; but this is -

certainly the moment, for giving its com-
| | ‘merce

S st e ontin o B

It may undoubtedly be(

[ o5 ]

merce fuch a turn, as thall render it fafe

and proper, hereafter, to throw open all the

refources of India indifferently to the nation
at large, and to our fifter kingdom on the
other fide of the Britifh Channel,

It is impoffible that minifters can be

ignorant of the variety of thefe refources ;
“and whenever their importance is juftly caI—
culated, and the advantages of employing
them become generally known, it will be

as 1mpoﬁi ble as impolitic to leave them much

~ longer ‘hampered by the fhackles of mono-

-ance when neceflary for extending their

poly, or ftifled by the incapacity of any

exifting compgny, to furnifh the funds for
colle@ting them. The refources of a great

body, like the Company, for obtaining aflift-

{peculations, are infinitely fewer in number,
than thofe of an independant merchant of
credit and known capital. This individual

acute
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acute attention will find out, and fucéefsfully
profecute, numbetlefs channels, which are

cither below the notice, or efcape the obfer=

“vation of the managers of fuch a corporate

body of tradersf o

'What then muft be the comparative ex-

_tent and advantage of any fuch corporate

body, againft the colle@ive intelligence and
capitals of a whole nation of merchants?
All that Mr. Adam Smith fays of the ad-

vantages of a divifion of labour in manufac-

‘ture, may here be applied to a divifion of

“monopoly in commerce.

CHAP.

971

DISADVANTAGES TO THE REVENUES

ABROAD AND TO THE STAPLD MA- (

| NUFACTURES oF BENGAL.

ND yet to take the ‘other ﬁde of

" the argument, a very ferious objec-',
' tion will « occur, Whenever the Indla trade thall

‘be laid entirely open—an obje&ion, which

our frlends of Lanca{hue and Scotland,

will gladly find ﬂarted here. It is this: that *

throwing open the exclufive trade i in muﬂms |

and cotton cloths -will mev1tably debafe,v

if not entirely ruin, the ftaple manufa&ures :

of Bengal ; and therefore, to a certam de~

gree, mgule our revenue from that quarter.

Thls point 1t is hlghly neceffary ihould

- * For a more extenfive view of thxs fubje@c and its

influence upon Britifh manufqé’tures, fee Extra of a
Letter written in the year 17903 printed in Appendix, B.
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" be well undet,ﬁo_od: it, therefore, -ealls for

{ome explanation in this place.

The ‘annual purchafes of cotton and filk,

plece goods made for the Eaft India Com-

'pany in Bengal have amounted, fince the

year 1757 *, from forty to one hundred

lacs of current rupees—4oo oool. to amd- .

lion ﬁerhng

Thefe goods in general have ‘been bought:
by advances to the weavers, and, conform~
able to ﬁandard muf’cers, or fample pieces,

1odged at the export Warehoufe in Fort

~ William, with which famples all the goods

are compared before package for expor:

: tatlon.

"Whate\rer complamts the Dlreé’cors have
feen occafion to make, from time to time, of
he {uppofed debafement of then inveft~

* dee Appendxx, C$

ments

L }99‘ ]

. ments. from India; it has yet appeared, to

the credit of thofe mtruf’ced with their dif-
patch to Europe, that the buyels in Leaden-

hall—ﬁreet, have ever been Ju{hﬁed in re-

lying upon the ﬁandard fabric and dlmen-
fions of the goods packed in Bengal ; and
that foreigners were, and are, able to fend

over their commlﬁions with fafety from

year to year, in conﬁdence that the marks ‘

upon the packacres would fazz‘ly”ul{y indicate
the quality and denomination of their con=
tents. Tt is this fingle circumflance more
than any other which has p_referved our
afc_endancy in this trade, over that of the
other foreign companies, whole famples

have all fallen into our hands ; and over

private adventurers to Indla, who have no

means of applying ta them, and whofe |

method of conducting their bufinefs obliged

- them moftly to purchafe what our Company
1eJe&ed A weaver, Workmg for the latter,
H 2 , knows

w
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knows his cloths are to be fubmitted to a |
fevere comparlfon, and apphes materlals and

attention accordmgly 5 and his attention, W1th

.that of the Workmen in moft of thefe fabucs,

operate as much as the quahty of the mate-

nal ‘upon the value of the Jomt plodu@uon,

The pi‘efervation therefore of thefe' fand-
alds, and the continued obligation upcn the

gxeater number of people employed in ma«n

nufatturing cloths, to keep up to them,

have been the means of prefervmg to that |

country its hitherto unrivalled excellence,

* or fuperiority : the withdrawing fuch a call

would very thortly occafion its lofs.

“An opinion - may here be hazarded,

though with infinite hefitation and diffi-
dence, that our manufq&urels here are no
more prepared to avail themfelves, all at

anee, of fuch an advanta.ge (if it fhould now

3

be

[ .IIOI. 1

‘be thrown in their way), than the mer-
chants of the kingdom, of the commerce at
large, if the exclufive charter fhould now be
abruptly taken from the Eaft India- Com-
pany. 'To pave the road for both feems

- therefore to be the pfefen‘t bufinefs.

It appears, then, that there are other
~obje&ions to the total abolition of the Com-
pany, befides that of the neceflity of provid-
ing for a fafe remittance of the furplus reve-

nues of Great Britain.

On that head, the writer of thefe obfer-

vations humbly prefumes that it would

be even pra@ucable, at this moment, to de-
pend Aupon fecure and certain means of
1'¢alizing\ them, without leav'ing the ex-
clufive trade from India any lbnger in
the hands of the Company, The recep-

Hi; tion
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“tion which thefe theets fhall meet with, may |

determine. him to lay them "al{o before the

‘public.
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APP EN D‘I. X. (A)

A ﬂaort Accozmzf of tbe ﬁ /2 Introduﬂzon of

Szggar znto Ammca : m/ze;z Jrom a _publ;-

cation in the year 17 5 3, entitled Cafg/' ider-

ations on the Naiure of the Sugar—z‘mde.
| Prmz‘ea’ for Ba/dwm, Pzzz‘em ﬁer-row. |

H E canes, which produce that fweet

liquor of which fugar is made, grow in

all the four quarters of the globe; and in

certainly known "to:the ancients, - though

~what we call {ugar was not; for the manu-

"fa,&uring the fweet juice of the cane into

that form was the mvennon of the Arabians,

‘who beftowed upon it the name it bears,

calling it, in their own language, Jucear,

It was brought by the Moors into Spain,

‘three of them {pontaneoutly. They were

and Acultl_vate_d “by »thex»n with the_ greateft |

{fuccefs,




s e
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fuccefs, in the kingdoms of Granada, Valeris
¢ia, and Murcia, ‘

In the two laft it | is made in great per-

‘feétlon, though not in great quantmes, at
this dav for though it i3 computed that

the Spamaxds 1mport to the value of at leaft

a nulhon of pleces of elght, in foretgn fu-

gars, yet this is owing ent1re1y to an e1rorv

in goverhment, and the infuppertable tax of

“thirty-fix per cent. which has already re-

duced their fugar—works very low ; and; not-

“withftanding all the remonftrances that have
‘been made upon this fubject, may véry pro-
- bably in procefs of time»put an end to them.

About the beginning of the fifteenth ceri-
tury, the Spaniards - intro’d'u‘«:ed the mani-

falture” of fugar, and very probably the
canes, into the (‘anary Iflands, Where they '

throve exceedingly; producmg great ‘wealth

R

[ o7 1
to the inhabitants, as well ‘as a very large
revente to the crown. In 1420 the infant
Don Henry'ofvPorlttigal, the great promoter
of difcoveries, directed fugat-canes to be
carried from the ifland of Siclly to that of
Madeira, where they profpered fo happﬂy,
as that, within 2 diftri® of nine miles in
Compafs, the fifth, which that prince re-
ferved to his m111tary order, amounted to
fifteen hundred hog{heads of ngar, each of
a thoufand weight; and confequently the
whole produced feven thoufand five hundred
fuch hogfheads ; which in thofe early times,

~and when the veflels empioye"d in trade
" were fo fmall, was thought, and with great

reafon, a very confiderable improvement.

The f’ztme nation, having difcovered and

begun to plant the country of Brazil in

" America, turned their thoughts to the culti~

vation of the fugar-canes, wbz'q/a“ they found
| | naturally
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naturally. g growmg z‘bere, and profecuted their
_cndc;avours Wlth fuch effe&, that, chiefly
irom the profit they derived from this com-
modity, they began to form t"o  the’fnf_elves
very extenfive views; believing that \fI'OII:l
th,e-gdvazzmges of fituation, climate, foil, and
z‘z'i‘geﬁs,”t'hley, might - be- able to cé;‘l‘y ‘their
,(_:an-_lm,ércehigher than any other nation; to

‘which predilettion in favour of Brazil, /ome

[ 1091 1

they introduced negro | ﬂa}ve:s; and thus we

‘have traced the hiﬁory of ‘this c'(ﬁ)mmod‘it}fr'

and manufa&ure, which /ma’ ﬁoury/yed Sfrom:

z‘zme zmmemorml in the EAST to its mtroduc—

uon in the WFST-INDI ES.

At what time ‘fugar Wa»s.‘bréught into |
England, it is difficult to fay; but that it

was in common ufe in 1466, appeazs from

authors of good . authority have afcribed the J the record we have of the feaft ¢ given by Dr. .
decline of their affairs. in the Eaff Indies.
But thefe hopes, whether well or il

Gcorge Nevﬂ, when he was mﬁalled ,a;‘ch»-:

bithop of York, where, it is fiid, « there

grounded, were fruftrated by the 1nvaﬁon of 1 were fpices, fugared-delicates, and wafers

R

‘the Dutch, The Spaniards, having the like plenty.” In that very old treatife, entitled

st

!
fi; - wviews with ‘éhe Portugueze, by the dire@ion The Pol;cy of keeping the Sea, the author,
| . |

of Ferdinand the Catholic, carried fugar-canes mvelghmg againft the ufelefs things brought

from the Canaries to the ifland of St. Do- by the Venetians from  the Indies, adds,
-mingo, where they were firft planted by * that they furnithed but very few of zhe

Pedro de Atenca, and the firft {fugar-mill neceffaries of life except fugar.” Ta e

. was erected by Gonzales de Velofain 1506 ceeding times we Bad this’vv commodity, as

e T

AT

but finding the natxves unﬁt for thefe labours, may be colle&ted from our old writers upon

e e

trade,

they ,

¥

3

|
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trade, from Spain, Sicily, Portugal, Madeira,
‘Barbary, and other places; which, as the

ufe of it increafed, may very probably be
fuppofed to have created a defire of obtain-

~ ing fome country for ourfelves, in which it

might be cultivated in a degree fufﬁc:lent for

our confumpmon,

The famous SII‘ Walter Ralelgh by his

voyages to South Amerlca in the re1gn of

queen Ehzabeth and king James, had raifed
fo high an opinion of the riches of Guiana,

that after his unfmtunate death, the p10Je€’c
of plantmo* that country was purfued by Sir
Olyff Leigh, who {ent his brother thlther :
and afvterwards} by other gentlemen, who-at

length defifting from their purfuit of gold

~and filver, were content to form plantations

there ; and after occupying and deferting
feveral places, at length fixed upon. the
mouth and banks of the I’WCI Surinam,

which,

e RN At it

which, though 'v'eryv‘little : Hotice hasl.ﬁbeén“

taken of it by our writers, feems . to have

been the firft {ugar colony we ever had,

and to have grown by degrees to more im~.

portance than perhaps it has been judged

proper to preferve in remembrance, as this

country was ceded to the Dutch by the

treaty of Breda. It may however be pro-
per to take notice, in fupport of what has
been faid, that it appeared, a few years be-

fore it was given up, to have had fixty

thoufand inhabitants, swo-thirds of whom

‘were whites, who made there great quanti-

tles of fugar, ginger, indige, and cotton ;

and by allowing all nations to live and irade
there freely, without any civily religions, or

commercial reffraint, employed about two

hundred fail' of {hips, amxountingi in the
Wholé to upwards of fifteen thoufand tons.

But though the country was given up, it

- Was ﬁipulafed that the peo.ple thould have
full
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full liberty to withdraw with ‘their effeéts

and, in confequence of this, the greateft part

of-thegEnglifh retired' to fome or other. of

our plantations.

\ Accorcﬁng to fome accounts, a thip fent
by Sir Olyff Leigh to the country of Gui-
ané,” firft touched at-Barbadoes ; but accord-
ing to others, this ifland was difcovered by
a ;{hip of Sir ‘Williatn Curteen’s, returning
from Fernambuco, in Brazil, about the be~

gmnmg of the laft century. It afterwards,

as we ihall more than once have occaﬁon to

mention, was granted by king Charles the
Firft, by patent dated 1627, to the Earl of

‘Carllﬂe, together Wlth other iflands, upon x

pretence~that ‘he had been at great expences

in fettling them. 'The inhabitants {pent

near forty years in ralﬁng indigo, ginger,

cotton, and tobacco, . and then bethought

themfelves of fugar-canes, ‘thch' were

brought

’[  113 ]

* brought hither fro Brazil ; and this in the

very fhert fpace of zen year.f fo changed their

affairs, that the planters, from being poor

‘grew to great opulence, and, elther import- -

ing or purchafing great numbers of negroes
from Africa, extended thexr plantations, not

more to their own emolument than to that

of their mother<country ; and it was o‘vvingr
- to the fudden and furprifing fortunes they

made, that the value of the ﬁzgczr—z‘mde came
Zo be zmde;:/z’oaa’ and cherithed as one of
the moft beneficial in which the Engl th
had " ever engaged ; in confequence of
which, feveral of the moft cminent planterc;

were by king Charles the Second created

~ baronets, that it might appear the temple of

honour was open to thofe who added to the

Pcrcngth of the nation by 1mprovmg the

~arts of peace, as well as fuch who fignalized

‘them{elves in her defence in a time of -

war,

I Thofe
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“Thofe who were fettled in our other

iflands, led by the éx"amplé of the pedple of

Barbadoes; introduced the manufa&ure- of

fugar likewife into them, and * Jamaica

~ being added to our dominions, produced a

vaft augmen’tation of ﬁmar territ6ry s {o

that, dLlrxﬁg the latfer mmety of the laft

| cemury, we greatly exceeded all the other

nations Who had huhelto dealt in this com-

modlty- and no new, fovmldzrble rivals as

yet .appearing, we carried it on with fuch

-advantage; as to ex cport. great quantltles of

fugar even into thofe countries' from which
we had imported this commodity heretoforey,

particularly into the Levant; where, by

felling our fugéu‘s cheaper than they could

make them; alt the plantations formerly fet-

fled in the Turkifh dominions gradually de-

clined, and,except in Egypt, at laft wore outs

But, in confeqilence of our making’
| wﬂh unmenf(, quantities of fugar, it became’

2 o requifite

i: Iig ]

reqmﬁte to take every method of promonng

its confumptlon at home, in order to the

fupport of our colonies ; the foreign market

having only a certain extent, the c'ommodity

~was in danger of becoming a drug if this

expedient had not been found to keep up
its price: this however clearly fhews what

a mighty change was made in our circum=

ftances in refpet to this very valuable article

of commerce.

~ The I'rench came fomewhat later than we
into thefe parts of the world, as will appear

even from their own Wutels, and were not

fo early m ‘making fugars, though theyk

| found the canes aé"cually growing in the

ifland of Martinico ; ; nor did they make

any great pwgrefs for many years after they

began to plant ﬁwar, notwﬂhf’candmg they

had the aﬁiﬂance of many of the Dutch

‘who took fhelter in the1r 1ﬂands after the
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‘Portiigtieze drove them out of Brazil. This

was owing to a great variety of caufes, but

_‘mme efpec1ally to moft of their iflands re-

mammg a. long time in puvate property,

'belng transferred from one proprietor to |
~another: their defire of grafping more iflands
“than they could occupy, their depending.

~ too much upon a military force, and their

not having a fufficient number of negroes.

Many of thefe errors were c’orre&ed in

time ; but then they had new d1ﬁ‘icultles to-
ﬁruggle Wlth {o that after all, though they -

did pfoceed but flowly, and made little or

no figure in thefug’af—trade till after the con-

clufion of the treaty of Ryfvvlck when the
* nature and confequences of commerce began

~ to be thoroughly underffood, and vigoroufly

profecuted under the aufpice of Colbert,

who vvlfely conﬁdeled the acqulﬁfmn of
Ar ade asa more folid foundatmn for power
) rhan the '1cqulﬁtxon of temtory and who

wWas

[ 117 ]

awai very careful in drawing bis lights from

the mofl “experienced merchants, not only in
France, but in all other coun}m’e& tn Europe,
which be again fartbher z'm_proved by fubmitting
alZ the informations z‘/qu gave to the able /i pole-
ticians. '

The acquiﬁtibn of part of Hifpaniola was |

another very great, though not an immedi-—
ate advantage to the French ; for they ac-
quired it gradually, and not W1thout confi-
der able refiftance, which, as it hmdel ed them
from planting, fo it prevented, at leaf’c ina

great meafure, the apprehenfions that other-

wife would” have arifen from fo great a con-

. qi)ei’c.r After they had ’eﬁ"e’@cually ’ﬁxed‘

themfelves there, they qmtted their fugar
plantauons in the ifland of Tortuga, which

~ had fucceeded very well, but appeared in-

ﬁgmﬁcant 1in comparlfon of what was CX= . |

p@é_‘gc?d from St Domingo, to which the in-
’ I3 - habitants
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[ 18 ]
habitants removed. The Wa‘r, on account
of the fucceflion to th_e' crown -of Spain%
gave a téniporafy check to their inﬁprovew:
y mexjts‘; but at the fame time it was benefi-
cial to them in ‘ahother point of view, as it
déliveted' them from any further difputes
with the Spaniaigds; and though we were
already jﬁealbvl;i‘s of the Prdgréfs_ of their {u-
gar coloiies, yet we were fo much occupied
by the war in Europe, and the efforts we
\ made in America iper._é Jo z‘;’zdg]f&rm@ corn-
- ducled, I.:hat; though they did fﬁffei;, yet flill
they {uﬂ’é:gd' much lefs than otherwife they
mightv“‘ha‘ve done if we had been more atten-
tive to our interefts, and to the favourable
opPo:tunit_y we then had of eﬂ'cétualiy pre-
Vghting them from becoming, as they have
fﬁng’e'vbeen, Qlir moft fdrr}gidé_ble rivals. By

the treaty of Ut1'e¢ht; indeed, we acquired

the ceflion of thofe qi;é;rters which they pof-

feffed in the ifland of St. Chriftopher’s ; but

the

[oxsg ]
¢he French planters removed from thence
into their other iflands; and, as they did not
want land, this ceflion of their part of St.
Chriftopher’s was no difadvantage to them,

though it has certainly proved a yery confi-

‘der;able benefit to us,

From the conclufion of the peace of

Utrecht, they have been much more atten-

~ tive to their interefts in this particular, have

thriven accordingly, and have had many

- other incidental advantages. Their iflands

.\ wefe‘ful[ qf-feople when they began to fet

in earneft about their fugar plantations.

Their government has been very attentive .

t0 their intereﬁs, more efpecially in point of |
duties, which, notwithftanding all the exi-
gencies of their ‘ﬁ:ate, have ever continued
low, which has been a gréat‘ehcouragement
to their planters. Befides this, many wife
regulations have been madé in relpe& to
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-» fending whzze peop[e, as well as blacL and

~ great encouragements have been given, riot

only for the fupport of their induftry, but
alio for fupplying them with negroes. But
- poflibly with all thefe advantages they never

could have carried their improvements fo

~ high, if it had not been for the affiftance

given them by the inhabitants of our noith-

~ern colonies, in taking off their rum and

melafles, which was a benefit their own go-

| vernment could not give them, and a detri-

“ment to us, which, though early difcerned,
~and- Ioudly complained of, never could be
| eﬁ'e&ually redreﬁ'ed

The Dutch came ﬁrf’s into America with

an armed fdr.ce,; and with a ftrong fleet
attacked Brazil, being in the hands of the

Spaniards, who were at that time mafters of

Portugal ; -made a great impreﬁ'ion‘ there in
;6 4 thch they profecuted with fuch
eﬂ'e@c

[ 1an »]-'

effe@, that they became maﬂier,s of ﬁx; of the,

fourteen captainfhips into Which::that coun-

try is divided ; which they held about thirty
years, and in which they made annually
géaw'twm@/:ﬁpe,ziyoﬂand chefts of fugar.

After the Portugueze had thrown off the
Spamfh yoke, they endeavoured to expel the

- Dutch. from Brazil, whlch at length in con~

fequence of the long war the repubhc had
with the Engh{h they accomphihed

, though the cefion was not made till- the

year 10601, when, among& other advan—- i

tageous articles, the ftates obtalned the fum

of eight millions of ﬂouns, which they

condefcended to take ‘in {ugar, and othe1

merchandile, under the title of an equlva- |

‘lentv. In the firft Dutch war 1n the 1e1gn

of Charles the Second, they took. from us

the countxy of Surinam, Whlch was ceded

to them in exchange for NeW York by the

treaty
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'.tre'a't‘y of Breda 'in'1667; and that ceffion
confirmed by the txeaty of Weﬂmmﬁer' in
1674, durmg which per1od ‘and for fome

time after, that ‘s, 2] fbe French Zema Sup-
prgﬁ.'ed his We ¢f? ]ﬂdzq Compmgy, the Dutch
availed themfelves of ‘moft of the fugars

“made in the French iflands, in Which "C'om

- merce they are faid to have employed an

hundled fail ‘of fhips.
Surinam they have now added Brebecie:
and Ifaquepe, upon the fame contment-
and though the whole of this country 1s wry
mczr//ay and unwwhole efome, yet z‘bey are thought 1o
make a quantity of fugar there, not much
z¢gf2’rzor to what they 5roug/.7t Jrom Bmmf

To their colony of

. 'wbz/e it remained in z‘/Jezr mez’y.

;.

Befides thefe colonies which are on the

continent of South America, they have

__'Iike»vvife the iflands of St. Euftatia and

Curacoa, &c. places that would be vexy'

mﬁgu

[ 123 ]
infignificant in the hands of any ‘other

nation ; but as they manage them, they are

- very advantageous ; for being a kind of free

-ports, to which the thips of all the European

nations refort, they avail themfelves in time

of peace by a fmuggling trade to a very

large amount, and in time of war' they are
ftill greater gainers by a contraband. com-
merce. The vaft magazines of all -kinds of"
Eurolf;ean and Eaft India gbo’ds,which they
have conftantly well fupplied in thefe ifles,

- and the conveniences they afford to the fhips

of all nations that refort to. them for the fake
of trading with ea,ch_other for conjimodities?
and :.ll.lva manner not permitted' any where
elfe, brings them at all times a great 1ef0rt of
veflels; by which the Dutch 1nhab1tants are
Va{’cly enriched ; and by keeping their duties
low, and taking the advan(age of all forts of

trade, they fend home very confiderable

- returns annually.

But
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But befides all this, they have always

_drawn, and flill continue to draw, immenfe

advantages from their art iz refining fugar,
- particularly at Amfterdam, to which - port
: thejbrought amazing quantities fornie;’ly,
not only from - Barbary, Portugal, and
Madeira, but alfo from the Levant and

- Egypt, as they fill do from their own colo-

~ nies, from England ‘France, Brazil, and,
- when it can be done with profit, from_~ their
{ettlements in the Eaft Indies, particularly
-in Java, where they make vaft quantities.
- Thefe refined fugars, by means of the ’\grea‘t,
' rivers in Germany, the VVeferQ théElbé, the
- Rhine, the Mein, and the Mofelle, they
“vend through all that extenfive and populous
country, and exchange them for various
kmds of raw commodltzes, which are after-
Wards manufaé’cured in thelr- own provinces ;

‘and thus by their perpetual attention to the

wants of all their neighbours, their dextericy

in

R e S bt o e 3 o K2 ik e et

Lo ]
in turning thofe wants to their own advan-
tage, their indefatigable induftry, and the
cheapnefs of their navigation, they are much

greater, and alfo much furer, as well as more

 conftant gainers by fugar than is geherally

imagined, or, if this matter was more fully

explained, would be eafily credited.

T he Danes have been lona in poﬂ'eﬁion
of St. Thomas, an ifle that lies the moﬁ to
the weft of any of thofe that are ftyled the

Virgins. - It is, in truth, little more than a

~very high mountain, with a narrow fkirt of

flat ground round it, not quite twenty miles

in circumference, but with a tolerable good

~port; and that, when once entered, fafe and .

commodious, ‘T'he ufe they formerly made

of this ifland, was much the fame that the

Dutch ﬁlll make of St. Puﬁatla and Cura-

cao’; that is, they admltted {hips of all na-
tions, and took no exceptions at any kind of

' t_mdc. .
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é‘_iﬁade. | In this they went even beyond the

Dutch or rather, the Dutch carried on in
this Damfh port that fort of commerce with
 privateers, which they did not think it quite

{o fafe to carry onin their own ; and by this -

means left the odiun of fuch pxaé’uces upon
the Danes; and drew the proﬁt arifing from
thence to themifelves. - But things are now

quite altered: When the French quitted

Santa Cruz, which lies five leagues from

St. Thomas; the Danes entered into pofleffion

of that ifland, which is miich more confider-

able in extent, ‘b’eihg thirty miles long, and

- nin¢ or ten broad; and though there are

eminences, yet there are no mountains.

Upon thofle rifing gréunds they have abuns

dance of d1f"elent forts of fine timber; but
the water is bad, and the a.n unwholefomeg

Both thefe 1ﬂcmds were in poffeﬂion of the

- Danifh We{’c Indla Company till very Iately9

when hIS prefent Dam{h ngeﬁy, /’m‘vmg
| - bought

[ ox27 1

bought up their ations, diffolved that coms

pany, and gave every fort of encouragement

~that could be d-ev'ifed or defired for the

improvement of “thefe fmall iflands. In

confequence of this, the fides of “th‘e great‘

mountain in the beforé-mentioned {mall
ifle of St. Thomias; are at this time fo tho-
toughly cultivated, that it yields between

two and three _thoufand hogtheads of fugar
~ annually ; and this laft-mentioned ifland of

Santa Cruz, under all its difadvantages, is in
a very fair way of being allo very_. com-

pletely planted, though chiefly by Britifh

fubje@s; and by this means Denmark will
be fully fupplied with fugar for the future; °

and will alfo have fome to fpare for forelgn

markets.

| »By‘ thus tr‘acinégﬁjéciﬁé‘cljr the hiftory o.fl
fugar, or rather the trade in fugar, we fee

*hxough how manv dlﬁ'elent hands it has -

- pafled.
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iﬁ;} pafled. We ma}r'yalff‘o, withott any great . “ cheapeft, will always.command the mar-

!;i' | vdiﬂiculty,difce'rn the caufes that have pro- ' | o {kk__et.’,’_( | |

:l;'%% duped thofe alterations. Itzwill frqm hence | | o S S

| "f§ appear, that it is not the bare power of cul- i - There might be many more points of

‘ 5;% / tivating the canes, which is very practicable ;f great utility deduced from a larger hiftory

{ i}l‘ | in dg’j’é?ent parts of Europe,and. it has been , -of this very lucrative commerce ; but atr‘k

! [Eli thewn that they grow naturaﬂy in the three L ‘tempting that would too- much fwell this .}
; other parts of the globe, nor yet the fkill of | littde work, in which what has been faid é
igt! manufaé’turiﬁg it, which will preferve this i - was principally with a view to introduce a ‘»‘-)
’g! trade to any one nation, From thence it .“” _'very fuccin&t enumeration of the advan- )
| f‘ follows, that the hopes of ménbpdllizi'ng - tages that arile from the fhare we have in %
J %}‘J{ - fugar, and, in cpn_fequeﬁce of this, felling it :  -; the flu‘gar-tra’de ; for Wit?o}}t A having. 4 8¢ i
' I’Efé_ at an advanced price, is a mere commercial . - ‘neral 1de-a of the w‘.hole,, it is fimply unpo‘f-'

| ﬁ . chimera; the very attempting of - which | fible to judge with any degree of certainty
: Eii | ~ would j;ery probably transfer it baék‘ to fome | o.r precifion of any of it&:’ par'ts; as thg: pat
;; “of its former pofleflors, or, which is full as -txcu'lar benefits that arife from them are
| )}i likely, fix it effeCtually in the hands of the chiefly -derived from the relation they bear .
| inhabitants o‘f Holl;md, who owe fheirfuc- to the the; and therefore the fureft, as
| | \ ‘well as the cleareft way of rendering thefe

cefs in commerce to their ﬁeady adherence -

to alverY'ﬁm'Pl'e and piaiil'maxim, ‘_‘:-Th"i‘t vifible, is to point out and illuftrate the fq-

“ thofe th can fell the beft commodity .vzeral‘ circumflances by which our fugar co-

“ cheapeft, K | lorites
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[ 130 |
lomes p1ove, in various 1efpe&;s, ferviceable
to Great Britain, and thereby amply repay

the protection they receive from, and at the’

fame time merit the continual attention that,
for her own fake, ought | to be paxd by them
to, their mother-country : for w1thout tho-
roughly underf’candmg, and keepmﬂ‘ con-
i’cantly in our minds, this natural this infe-
pa”able conne&ion of 1ntereﬁs, we fhall be

liable to continual miftakes ; as in truth all

‘the errors 1nto which we have ever fallen in

this refpeét, have been owmg to no other

caufe than that of fuppoﬁng, in confe-

‘quence of fome plaufible pretences, that

there rmght be a difference between the in-
tereﬂs of this natlon in th')fe coloniés, and

the intereﬁs of our countrymen fettled in

thofe colonies, which can really never hap-

pen: fo that, in confequence of our being

B decewed by fuch appearances, the wrong

meafures into thch we have been {fo de-
celved

4

[ 131 ]

ceived have been always equally dangerouts,

and in {fome inftances fatal to both.

: «The inhabitants of thofe of our Americéin

iflands which, from their principal commo-
d1ty, or rather manufacure, are ‘denomi-

nated the fugar-colonies, are compofed of

‘whites . and blacks, or, in other words, of
Britith fubjecs and African "ﬁafvé—s.l It is

from the {kill and induftry of the former,
fupported by the painful and 'in}defati‘gabl‘e
labour of the latter, that not fugar only,

~ but various other commodities alfo to an

immenic value, are raifed in thofe countries,
and exported to different parts of the world.
It is the cheapnefs of~the labour of thefe

poor people, who likewife procure from

thence the greateft part of their own fub-
fiftence, that thofe cofily and extenfive works,

~awbhich are neceflary n a [ugar p/am‘afzon are -

demved as well as all the other neceﬁ"aues
K 2. | that
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[ 133 |
that it requires, and whatever elfe contri- ; -
butes to the fupport, conVeniéncy, ‘and the '
~ affluence of our countrymen in thefe ifles, | i o j » P
who are their mafters : and indeed it is to ' ’ - APPENDIX. (B)
this circumftance of the cheapnefs of their - | |
labouf, that the fugar-trade, with reggfd to - o Extract qf a Letter written in 1 790 : occa-
Europe at leaft, is in a gi‘eat meafure con- :_‘ | - Sfioned by the frequent App]zcaz‘zm of the
fined to 'America,' as, on the other hand, its - Manche ofter and Glajgow Manufatturers to
being confined to America is the principal ’ -~ obtain certain Reftrictions and Limirations of
‘caufe of its aﬂ'ordlng fuch a variety of ad- ' ,x - the Cotton and Silk Piece Goods, ufually im-
‘vantages, and more’ efpecially of its contu- | ‘ | ported by the Eaft India Campany
| buting fo highly to the {upport of naviga- § o -
! Fi‘ tion, and, in' confequence of that, to the K | “"’“WITHOUT a total deﬁciency
: 5%;‘ ‘maintenance of naval power. | 1 - of all public fpirit, and of
l;u‘ | every 11be1a1 p11nc1p1e, it -is impoffible to
;fh! . avoid acknowledging and applauding the
| ;{;" ‘ ~ indefatigable, ‘perfevering induftry , with
’ .%[1 i Which the manufaGturers of Great Britain
| are f’cru‘gglingto rival and excel the cotton
fabrics of Ihdia. The prodigious’ abridg-

, o ment of labour obtalned by their fpmnmg—
APPE N-

_‘machmes, and the 1mprovemcnts ‘of the

K 3 , looms B
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looms at Manchefter and Glafgow, have in-
fpired moft fanguine expcclations of fuc-

cels.

- No man wifhes better to the interefts of

his country than myfelf, or W’ould,v be more

~averle to fuggeft any obftacle to its profpe-

rity. I could eafily point eut the leﬁCUlthS
our workmen have {hll to ove1come s but

for the plefent {hall conﬁne myfelf to exa-

mine whether }beneﬁt or injury would be
likely to happen to the fale of Britith muf-

lins and calicoes, were the ﬁipplies from
India prohibited, greatly reduced, or di-

verted from our market altogether, -

I am perfveé"dy aWafe thét I»n'(:iia piece-

goods have gradually enhanced in prlce, and

been debaﬁng in fabnc for fome time pafl. -

Thls may as Well be acknowledged to have

been '

[ o35 ]

been really the cafe ever fince the recapture

of Calcutta in 1757

But. it -has not therefore | followed, th'aif
they have fold here at proportionably lower
prices. The aultion-rates have been, and
alvva'y‘se will be, governed by the extent of

the demand and fupply.

My countrymen have, 1o “doubt, ‘al-.

ready informed themfelves of the medium
‘rates at which every article has fold which
they mean to imitate. Its coft was immate-

rial to them, {o long as the commodity was

- certainly to be brought to market, and fold

here to the higheft bidder.

“If a Britith weaver can bring piece-goods

for fale, upon equal or lower terms, and

retain a hvmg profit by his labour, his end is

K 4 anfvve1 ed
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anfweied and the ftate reaps the beneﬁt of
his {kill and mdufhy.

- But as thefle rates are liable to conftant

-+ fluctuation, he will .earefully examine What :

have been the higheft, and what the loWeﬁ’
© rates in a certain period ; and e{hmate
thexeby whether he may expe& to fubfift
for a length of time upon the probable me-

dium profit.

Al this; it éppears,vh‘as been matﬁrely
inveftigated.  The raw material Wlll be
conf’cantly fupplied for the" future, and im-
provements contmue-to be made for ap-

plying it to the beft 'advarilitage.

I have 'feen ' a.’ pamphlet *, priﬁted: about

* An 1mportant Crifis in the thco and Muﬂm Ma—- :

ﬂumﬁmy of Great Britain.

two

[ 137 ]

two years ago for private c1rculatlon, in

Whu.h it is’ fangumely aﬁerted that our
weavers are em‘zz‘lea’ 10 miore than a Jair oppor-
tunity of em‘e;'mg into campel:zﬁzm with thofe of
India s 5eczzufe the revenues of that country,

remitted bither in mzmufaﬁure, inflead of prov-

- ing a 5eﬂgﬁz‘ are, on t/ye com‘mm, a /erzom

mzyporz‘zme to us.

Upon Whlch thele occur to me the fol-

lowmg obfel Vatlons

T he tafte énd perfe&ion’of Britith and

fancy goods may have feciired a conftant

“demand ; the rage of the mode for all kinds

of muflins and cotton fabrics, may warrant
and take 'oﬂ'_ an increafe of fupply ; and the
inﬂuence of the manufa@uring towns en-

courages a renewal of the application to

thﬂry for reﬁrléhon or proh1b1t1on of

India plece-goods : but a total or conﬁder—-

able
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able ablupt ﬁoppage of them, though e1thcr
mlghL raife the price of our own for the mo=
ment, 1 think myfelf able to demon{hate
would be the occafion of more ruin and

‘dl”crefs than. the bankluptcxes of I787

| The ﬁrﬁ confequence Would be feh
abroad "The foreign companies, and ad-
venturers eftablithed on the banks of the
Ganges, knovvmg that the Engh{h had ftopt
their annual purchafes, would fufpend their
own, till the manufa&ures fhould have
fallen to fo low a rate, that they {hould be

able to carry them to the contment of Eum

_ Tope upon terms mﬁmtely lower t/acm any
Britifh. campez‘zwr could come o Amqr/zet._‘

A glut of goods‘therey will firft follqw
the fufpenfion of the Company’s proviﬁon,

from ‘the neceflity of employmg the 1aw
materlal ‘Wthh had been prepared for its

manu a@cure,

[ 139 ]

manufacture, and upon the confequent fall: -

in price, a fearcity will enfue; for the wea-

vers muft leave off when they can no longer

| {ubﬁﬁ'by their profeffion ; and the {pinners,
~ who generally cultivate no more of the cot-

ton than they confume, finding the demand

ceafe, Wlll pluck up their capafs, or cotton
plant, and fow grain And vegetables in its
ftead, for fuﬁenance of themfelves and fa-

milies.

The fpmner and ‘weaver havmg no->

thing to exchange for money, muft necefla-

;‘;1y fubfit upon the produ& of their gar-
dens, or of the lands they may undertake

to cultivate, and pay their quit-rents thence-

forward in kind out of the furplus produc-

;ion.' Whereas at prefent the chain of in-

tercourfe is kept up between the ryot and

manufacturer, by a barter of the neceflaries

of hfe pxoduced by the one, for the money

received -
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received in payment of n1e1chand1fe manu-

| fa&med by the other

 The great mafs of the people of India

~ wear very few clothes themfelves: moft of
‘the lower clafs manufadture their \own, at
intervals between the feafons of fovvmg and

| reapmg theu‘ g ain.

"The weavers by profeflion depen;i “al-
moft eritirely upon foreign demand, and re-
quire advances before they can purchafe the
Few of

them have any ftock beforehand, or are

thread for beginning the procefs. .

able to difpenfe with a fupply of work f01 a

few months only

- A difappointment, therefore, reduces the

| - family to mifexiy and  diftrefs, and cuts

off all expe&tation, not only of that govern-
ment receiving the land-tax due from the

weavexs

i’

[ w41 1
weavers themfelves, but from the ryots aifo,
'who'-regularly fupplied t‘hem‘withf provi-
fions while they had money to give in ex-
change.

1 agree perfely with the auther of th@

Important Crifis, that, when any prefereﬁce "

thould be fuﬂ'exfed to eXiﬁ, the manufa@urers
of the mother-country oughf to ha;xrfe the
fcale turn in their _favqﬁ"r. ® 2
cede entirely to his opinion, that there are

Jult and equal rules for encouraging fair

- competition, which affords infinite adyan.

tage to a ftate, and improvement of its ma-
nufatures. The {pirit with which he has
aflerted the rights of Britith manuf&étmers
of cotton cloths, does honour both to hlS'
head - and heart; at the fame t1me his

demand of a complete pofleflion of the

~home market for Britith cottons, appears

both unreafonable and nnpohtxc.

3 . - .'.I“Ie

I muft alfo ac.

T e S
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He feems not {ufficiently aware of one
-infuperable' ‘obje&ion to the whole: of “his
‘ reafon:i»'n o
furplus of goods abroad ; which is’ this:
having been manufaGured, they muft be

‘brought to market. Had thlS market been

“fhut to them, the owners muft have either

fold at an under-rate to foreigners, or have -

“fent them to be difpofed of on the continent
of Eutope, on ftill lower terms than they

“have pfcauced" at Leadenhall.

In this cafe,} not only the price at the

f Cdmpzfny’s fales would have been affeCted in
a greater degree than he Rates to have hap-
~pened ; but the evil he h1mfelf complams of,

in the name of the Britith Weavers, ould

alfo have been increafed..

Again, - the Indm reventes ‘are ‘certainly -

worth more to Great Brl 1ta1n than z‘/ye amosz

o

againft imports of an occafional

[ 43 1
‘of the raw material of goods rem1tted h1the1

'xn manufa&ure.

In the ﬁrf’c place, they aﬁ"ord conﬁdcrable

aid to our cuﬂoms and excife.

2dly, An employment of tne natlonal

marme, and a fchool for fome of the ﬁrPc

nav1gators the World can boaﬁ of

3dly, The po{Teﬁlon of them keeps down

the other marltlme powers, by e*ccludmp?'

,them from thefe refources.

- 4thily, Tt aheady fupphes Gleat Britain

with fome raw matermls for its own manu-

faé’cures, and is capable of affording many.

- IMOore.

5thly, It 1ev1es a tnbute upon the Con-

“tinent, in proportmn to ‘the fum pa1d to
- us for their purchafés of India goods ; with~ -

out
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out ’Whichithev balance of trade would alter

by an equal amount, and which, if not fup-

plied by us, Would be fetched by thexr own
‘ ‘{hlppmg | o

Indeed I have always calculated in the
: grofs, that the natlonal ﬂ:ock of this kmgdom

‘has been annually mcreafed to the amount '

of the grofs fales of India and China goods,
after deducting what has been fent abroad .
: dtowards paymg for them, and expended in
acquxrmg and defendmg our, terrxtorles ther e.

I conceive this to be a {hort and corre@c

mode of apprec1at1ng the value of our con- -

neé’uon Wlth that country

* This propofition has been lately confirmed by Lord
Hawkefbury’s declaration in the Houfe of Lords, that
. our manufadtures have called for more goods, than
“« they have raw materials for working ,up.’,’ ‘

The obje& therefore, is to ﬁnd out a method of ob-
taining

: F_er-

[ ows 1

For enabling that country to pay any

/

| revenue at all, the manufa&urers muft find

employment — that employment can only

- be continued by a demand for its produ&.
The que{hon then is cleatly this, whether |

as much of that . product as poffible {hall be

- brought to Europe on Englith bottoms, and

pay freight, duties, commiffions, and charges

- to this kmgdom, or to itsrivals in Eaﬁ India
| eommerce? I conceive there. can be no

difficulty in-pronouncing forthe former.

While Eaft India imports are obliged

to be fa1r1y fold by auction to the. loweft -

bidder, at one open market, and at fated

periods, there furely does exift a fair and

Iﬂdlitie c,ompetitibn between Britith and India

taining the raw material on terms low enough to enable
us to make ufe of it to profit, and in the mean time to
fupply the market with the deficiency wanted, at the
fmalleft poflible coft to this country, by drawing it from

thofe tributary or dependent upon our owa government., -

L goods,
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g"bods, which affords opyp‘Ort'unit)'f to Benefit

‘bfy every proper ddﬁﬁtag’e‘ which the former

derives, from'an ample fupply of the raw

material, and the immenfe ‘abridgm'ent of

Tlabour in its “machinery' "To g0 farther, and
éither limit the foreign i 1mports bclow their
‘ prefent quantity, or prohibit them altoge-
ther, Woulq -anfwer no purpofe Whatever,
except thfowirig the reduced QUanfity at @
Sl lower pfzce into the hands of Dutch,
- French and Danith competltms.

»Ha.ppily:fofr‘the manufacturers abroad, we
nowknowthat they are atlength eméheipated
from the neceflity of working at any‘ﬁxe’d
price againft thﬂl‘iﬂchﬂ‘ttlon. ‘This humane

decree is moﬁ celtamly an unpor tant and

happy “¢rzf is. for them. Ic fecmuvalfo to
promife no fmall beneﬁt to their brethren

of thls countiy, as it will produce, in a 1ew

years, a proof how Jow . each fpeues of

“OOdS’

‘ii~;,':47.. 1.

goods can be made abroad, to afford the

maker and the exporter each a livelihood.

" 'Till this fhall appear; I muft fill con-

tinue to thidk that our enterprifing countryw
men are proceeding too' rapidly, “and are

“d&uated by ‘much more {fanguine expe@-
ations, than the event will p_robably juftify.

Good government, while it cher‘xfhes.

this patriotic energy, will always continue-
to check its exuberance, by keepmg in view
all the poﬂible bars to fuccefs, |

- 'While' India niuﬂins and calicos fhall

be fairly purchafed and openly brought. to

- this market, the Britith weaver will have a.
'_c0mpa{'s to fteer himfelf by without rifk, and
to point his induftry to produdtive imita- -
tions ; or, which will be ftill more beneﬁcxal
to mgemous Jubflitutes.

L 2 | \ I can-
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1 cannot refift enforcikng upon his mind
the 1mpou;ance of prefering the latter. Imi-
tation of any arncle, though ever fo e*caé”c,
even if improved upon the original, is only
bringing -an additional fupply of the fame
kind to market; whereas the mventxon of
a fubfiitute conftantly acquires the pxefer—

~ence given to novelty, and often induces a
'dcma,nd for both.

The different fpecies of muflin and ca-
lico at this day made abroad, though they
are fomething debafed in fabric, are almoft
~ univerfally of the fame kind with thofe im-
ported by the ﬁlf’c adveénturers round the
Cape. Whercas, we at home have the oppor-
tunity of varyingours ad infinitum 3 of lead-
ing the wearer through all the labyrinths
of fancy, or catohmgylmmedlately every ca-

~ price of the mode.

4 ;
If
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If it be true, as I have every aﬂ'urance

- and reafon to believe, that they have already
fpun finer yarn in Scotland. than any em-

ployed on the Company’s fabrics at Dacca or
.banupore, in the proportion of 240 to 103,

 and that this thread will bear manufacture,
there can be little doubt of their foon pro-
ducing finer muflins than are brought -
~ home; and thus they will get poﬂ'eﬂion of

- the fuperﬁne as well as the fancy branches,

upon both which there is no doubt of their

being able to put their own value.

‘They “already enjoy the advantage of
receiving ample fupplies of the raw material
from India itfelf, and all other quarters, with-

‘out paying any duty, while the Company are

~ charged 15 per cent. on all muﬂms, and

from 37 to 46 per cent. upon the coarfer cot=

‘ton cloths.

Ly The
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| ably g1v1ng a preference to the pxo..lug,e- |

mlght perhaps think ungenerous or ungrate— |
ful, would very probably make it fathionable

[ x50 1]
T he pubhc {pirit of the nation is laud-

of its own looms, which i 1t is thc, buﬁnefs of

- our own- people to retain ; by every poﬁ'ible‘ |

attentlon to preferve, vary, and perfe& their
fabrics of all the dlﬁ"erent artlcles wh1ch
afford a proﬁt to the maker.

But, t0'4attempt to exclude India piece-

goods at this eally permd Wthh our ladies

to wear no other, and thus open ‘a freth

“road to fmuggung 3 which would carry off

double the fum now paid for every picce of

foreign rnuﬂm worn in Grg:at Britain,

*The Britifh weaver need be under no ap-
prehenﬁon that individuals trading in piece-
goods occaﬁonally, under the Company 's

Jicence, Wlu long continye to brmg what

hall

o]
thall yield a lofs infiead of a profit.

elfewhere fhewn, that fome late {peculations

which -have given great alarm; were the
neceflary expedients of perfons who found

themfelves loaded with what they could not

fell abroad ; or the rath adventures of unex-

perienced people,who erroneoufly calculated
upon  profitable remittances, and bave fufs
- fered fcvéfely by the experiment,

No danger can be expe@ed again from’

this quarter, g

It thould be.recolle@ted, ‘tha‘tv' the - Com-

pany’s cloths are made from ﬁandard mufters

or famples ; that the weaver’s pmce ‘has been

long fixed, with little variation ; “and there-

fore, that while an Indian mvef’cment to the.

amount of only a million prime coft, thall

continue .to be annually prov1ded
L.
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in‘cdnﬁdérabl_e redu&ions will be nﬁade in

‘the rate ‘given for it by the Company;

whofe purchafes will of co_urfe influence the

price of what is bought there for other
\ma'l‘k_ets-_ | -

© Whereas, if the Company’s demand

- thould ceafe, not only the goods on hand at -

‘the time. would be thrown into foreign

markets at an under price, but the neceflity
of fubfiftence would at length force as m’zinj%
of the weavers, as could find employ, to
continue fupplying thofe markets upon
much lower terms than t‘hey;' are at prefent
obliged to pay. | L

- And. while the low rate of produce
afforded profit to the importer, no funds

‘Would be wanting to furnith the foreigxi
demand with Tndia fabrics witbout fint or

 limitation ;

to furnifh.

[ 153 1

 Jimitation ; fo as effeGually to exclude thofe

of this country from the continents of Eurogq

and America, at any profit whatever; = .

The p_rcceding arguments ‘have been
principally applied to the Britith manufac-
turer ; to the Britifh merchant will be obvi-

/_ous, both the advantage and neceflity of

India goods for framing afforted cargoes for

foreign markets. As long as India commo-

dities are in demand, he muft kha.ve them for
that purpofe, or lofe not only fo much of his

trade as their individual amount, but more-

over, that of all the other articles which are

the immediate or cheaper produ@ of ‘the
country which fupplies what he cannot, and

which elfe it would have been his province

~

 Inattention to this moft important

maxim,

n o e
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maxim has often loft a nation very beﬁeﬁcial

branches of its commerce : ours is too intel-

.1igent and clear-fighted to forego thofe ad-

vantages it has long been in poffeflion of,

from attention to this ﬁngle circumftance,

APPEN.

APPENDIX @)

A BSTRACT {hewmp“ the Value |

of Remittances in Merchandlfe

from BENGAL to GREAT Bri-
'TAIN, on Account of the EASTQ.
JNDIA Company, between the

Years1757and1 788—9 inclufive,

e
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, ABSTRACT of Cargoes difpatched by the
. Bencar Government to ENGLAND on
. Account of the East Inpia COMPANY,
i . including Package and Boat-hire, exclufive

of Fa&ory and Eftablithment ; from 1757

, _
| .
'} . 10 1764
| Ships. (odwood | SHPELE | Bales, Value.
i Om— . - v =
! 1757 *3 | 2,700} 18,000 2,709 23,565,310
1758 4 | 3,000 24,000 4,803 36,65,618
' 1759/ 6 | 5,100} 37,400 4,887 37,604,134
1760|. 4 | 3,600 757087 3,275 26,04,980
§ 1761] . 4 | 4215 44,286 3,626 31,772,000
i ~ 1762 5 | 5,760 34,050 3,559 30,20,805,
| 1763 4 | 3,150| 20,100 4,008 33,338,000
37643 | 27000 27,0001 3,34412,759,630 |
: Dedu&t from Ship Bute, re- :
turned and loft - 309,141 | ‘
‘ ’ 24,509,489

ABSTRACT

| 331 30,825 [ 213,144 130,211 [Cur. Ru. 243,72,3376

R

L
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bales, with 15 tons privilege from the year
ledge throughout. :
The tonnage of fa

ABSTR ACT of Cargoes difpatched by the Benaar Governs
ment to EncLAND, on Account of the East Inpia Company,
including Package and Boat-hire, exclufive Fatory and Efta~

: blithment, from 1765 to 1784. ) ,
| al , Fioce Gocdeand . | Totaly including
Bt | T | RS | QEERNGD
1966-7 6 6,497 ‘2,687 48,20,411}14} 9 5e,18,.2'69ro o
[ 1765-6 | 5| 4,706| 2,117 37,58,037|12| O} 38,75,320) O} ©

1767-8 6| 7,639| 3>285| 55,80,087| 2| 3} 58,51,804| 2§ 9 -

1768 - 8| 8,500 3,343 | 62,88,815}11) 9f 65,98,100 O} O

1769 7| 6,368 3,257 53565921} o} 6| 50,45,500 Of ©

1770 8| 8,235 | 4,203| 76,05,873]13| 3| 80,43,150| Of ©

1771 9| 8,677 | 4,189| 73,21,493} ©f o 80,03,083| o} ©
' 1772 6| 6,459 3,422 .52,98,722| 8} 9| 56,28,400 o} ©
' 1773 5| 6,006 | 2,524 | 55530,996| 5} o| 58,11,381) o} o

1774 6| 8,238 3,981 79,608,090 9}. 3 83,35,500] o} ©

- 166(71,334 [33,008 |Current Rupee‘sA 62'8,10,5"28' 2} 9
1775 6| 6,368 3,416 69,08,._217'11 o| 72,42,400| o} ©
: 1776 71 0,192 | 4,288 96,18,100/ of of 97,23,800] Of O
: 1777 0| 95620 | §,131(103,11,221(13| 3|108,40,565| 5| ©
B 1778 9l11,382 | 6,622 (124;20,792 6] 6|131,545460| 8} 6
1779~ | 3| 4173| 2,167 | 45,10,009{15) 3| 47,75,418}. 7} 3
1780 6| 8,270 45277. 86,04,462/13| 6| 93,83,410| O O
1781 3| 4,284 2,187 40,34,158| 9} 6| 44,74,352| 0| ©
‘ 1722 4] 5,392 3,565 | 57,81,675| 9] o] 62,98,300{ of ©
1763 o 1
! 17Ships}18 21,778 |12,760 [184541,317(151 0211,70,133| Of O
1Packet ' .
1784 13/10,033 | 7,159 1104,41,198| of O
78 9'1‘,401 51,57,2 [Current Rupees. ‘975,04,524‘ 49
Every thip carries 13 tons, St. Helena flores. . 7
N. B. ‘I'he bales are included in the tonnage, and the indigo chefts among the

, and 5o tons fince, and 80 kent-

lt-petre to Bombay, and the half cargo to Fort St. George, are
comprehepded the three laft years; but none of the fupplies to Bencoolen or China.

ABSTRACT
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"ABSTRACT Amount ofCargOéé;
~ thipped. from BENGAL at d1fferent
Penods fince the Year 175 7-

S B.etween; R . 3

1757 and1764-5. 243,792,336 0 ¢
- 1765-6  1774-5. - 628,10,528 2 g
S 17756 1784-5.  975,04,034 4 G

*1785-6 1788-9 ~ 303,36,204 0 ©

Current Rupees 2,150,23,10’2 7 6

3 % From an account laid before the Houfe of Commons,
 and ordered to be prmted the 24th March, 1790.

APPEN-

| A,P PE N DIX. ‘(D';_),

AESTRACTS of the Amount of In-
veftments direted to be provided |
annually at BENGAL between the
Years 1765 and 1783-4 inclufive;
together with the Sum annually al- |
lotted for that Purpofe by the Go-
vernment there, and the Receipts
'_‘ of Goods in Confequence. |
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"ABSTRACT of Piece Goods and Raw Silk ordered

annually by the CourT of DirEcTORS, the Allote

- ments formed thereon, and the annual Receipts at the

Warehoufe in FO‘R‘T WiLLram, from 1765 to 1774

' Crder of the

ten Years.

Cr. §3,90,160]

Direcors. Allofment. ' Recﬁpts, '
1765, ", 68,50,000| " 66,78,600 ‘39:',_57,300
1766.. 68,50,000 45,03,000! 47,66,186
1767. . | - 93,03,000|  48,00,000| 1 6451065,734
' 1768. 137,34,000{  48,00,000| 65,07,423' S
- Ready'Morey.| . . - - |Piece Goods | = 1,53,648{ '
S ‘ v : . { 66,61,071 X
1769. 1%2,02,000}  §8,00,000| §4,43,082} ' .
' - | f Piece Goods|  7,89,840|
Ready Money.| ~ - - Raw Silk | 6Z57;596 - .
; s ) — 68,90,518
1770, - 168,795,700 P 45,%0,0(()10, 44,94,276 : '
; ; _ - iece Goods| 14,41,622|
Ready Money. B B {Raw Silk '4:6 12401 -
o : ’ L T | 63,87,699.:4 §
1771, 158,64,200 P:gg,a;,o%o 58,83,137}
_ _ iece Goods| 7,009,520
Ready Money. { Raw Silk 2,’06,’855 '
: : C E—— . 67;98,512
177 2. 1 163,99,300 §3520,000] = = - 52,83,934
1773, 198,92,400|  57,03,000\ 57,46,840)
-Ready Money. - - ' Piece Goods|  3,01,350}
—_— -l 61,48,1Q0
1974, 1775445900 P‘_62,8":_<;>,oc(:10 - 83,78,390
: : tece Goods| 8,702
Re"?dY Money. T - Raw Silk 4,762150 :
: . _ 88,63,242
>T\ot'alls.’ 1407,109,500]  §39,01,600 611,73,386
Medium of 'JCr. 140,771,950 Crs. 6.x,'1v7k,338

“ABSTRACT

{

iA BS T R A CT of PICCC Goods and RaW lek ordered annually

by the CourT of f DirEcTORS, the Allotments formed thereon,
and the annual Recelpts at’ theW enoufe‘ 1(1 Forz \VILLIAM,»

from 1775 to 1785

oo

e -
Order of the

N

o

Dire&ors, .."AI;QFln?ﬁt. Receipts.
1775, 162,061,000 |  67,81,352 69,36,927
1776. 178,094,200 |. . 81)’?5)000' U 775495374
1777-8. 165,68,400 © 97)50,404° 102,99,522
31778'9‘ 3 183,386,044 | 126,21,944 | 120,19,098
1779-80. | 176,85,500 | 143,809,335 | 1 {115:545355 | 6
1780. - 182,175,200 |* ‘9437953186 } . - ] 99:50:837 | 4
1781-2. 155543301, - 71,68,30r 4 - f | 174935047 | §
1762-3. - 1. 30,00 000 | 65,592,152 {15 8
 [Ready MQney and. dlt—petre;;-uy 9,85,246 | 71 3} , e
. — 75,77:398 | 61
§ 1783-4%*. [1ft Allotment. 70,80,000 4 74,915089 } o] 3| _' ;
Amgmentatlon 31,5§2,000 | ¢ -
.'Ready Money Piece Goods. | 15,68, 825 3
~ Do, Salt-pétre, 23,314 {10} Q- -
- |Dutch Godds: 18,19,324 1ol 9| .
TS 109,025,553 {15]
Total Crs. » '81\9,26,013 6 2
. e Y [F T A HAY A S N — e e
Medium of |
~ten Years: . i | 81,092,601
Medionof | o 11| v
twcntyYears Crs.k 7554970 |
* For thefe two years the amount of the. orders was not calcnlated
M A PP EN«,



o Slcca Rupees 1,93,156

‘ The Value, at 6 years Pu’r‘*‘h“"fe 182,40,000

[ 162 1

APPENDIX: (®) -

‘_ t_Eﬁzmafe Va/ue gf Britifb ﬁxed Propm’y n

o Bengal 1 the _yem 1 78 5

CALCUTTA

H E average aﬁ'eﬂ'ment for the town of'
Calcutta ﬁnce the eﬁabhihment of thc )

_commlﬁionels of the pohce, amounts to

Whmh f’cates the year’s rents to be -

Slcca Rupees 30,40,000

. In pounds fterling, at 2s. 6d.

- the Cr Sicca Rupee - L.z 280,000

It 1s reckoned that two-thlrds of thlS
| ' property

Colleé‘ced 1,go,ooo

L6 1

property belong to Euxopean 1nh'1b1tants, or, |

their. heu‘e. at law.

PRI

This tax ‘extends.\ only to- the ancient
boundary of the place, excluding the galden-_
,houfes, and all the new bulldmgs at Chy-‘

ringey ; which it is but. fair- ~to eftimate

at an equal {fum with all the black property

W1th1n the limits.

‘State therefore Britith pro- R
perty, in and near Calcutta,tobe =~ [,
of the value of - - 2,280,000
Fourteen filk-works - -

Three {ugar-plantations } 125,000
F o_urteen' indigo-plantations

Private buildings, at fubordinates
only - - - " 45,000

mca——

 Pounds fterling 2,460,000

This eftimate is greatly under-rated ; for,
in the firft place, the loweft rents .are taken
by the affeffor, who is frequently impofed

Mz ~on
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on by the inferior- clafs of Europeans; and:

from this rate is deduted ten per cent. for.

repairs, as well as fufpenfion from the tax

upon all houfés reported to be empty | . | | i

B weadd 5 leh:e?ﬁscedzproper’cy of Britith-

* bornfubjeds, the fums lent by them on

Company’s bonds, and cmployed in dif+
counting Treafury orders, it will appear, thfat’- |

the total of Brm{h property, -exclufive of

that employed in'trade and fthipping, exceeds

the capital ftock of the India Company.

D g .5 S O U 0P G OO
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X.

S TATE of the Profit and Lofs Account upon the Imports of the
Taken from the Papers laid before the HOUST of CoMMONS

Dr.

1785,

1 March.

1784-5.

1785-0.
1786-7.
1787-8.
1788-9.

Lo
To goods unfold, value 3,230,6631 at half reference No. 1. 1,615,331
. ¢ China, | India. . )

No. 2., No. 3. - :
'[‘o cargoes ﬂnpped from Chlm and Indxa 642,559 1,211,788! 1,854,347
Ditto . , 1,112,512 768,089 1,880,601
* Ditto — — — |%893,971| 939,561 2,833,532
- Ditto —_ — —  [2,008,521| 844,828| 2,853,349
Ditto — —_— — 11,691,118/1,015,642 2,706,760
| o » : £ 13,743,920
To caﬂ} for tea purchafed on the Continent, No. 4 1,684,731
. - 15,428,651

To five years commercial charges abroad, at 210,000l per .
amn. o — : _— — — 1,050,000
To one year’s intereft on 13,743,9201. at 8 per cent. —  1,099514
S Sterling £ 17,578,165
No. 1. fee No. 7. and 8. { of 17th March, go. B A4- 11578165

. cand 3. 4. 31t March.
No. 2. do. No. 1. . 25th March, -
: 3. 9. 24th. '
17th,

5 and Abﬁraé’t A,

. No 9- No I. include value, 442,3421 of the tea purchafcd

And 4. makes paidin all 1,852,206
Deduét,duer March,1985, 1,684,735

Makes ut fupra £. 1,684,731

No. of References.

By Sales between |

1785 | T 1" "March, 1486.
1786. | 2 [Ditto to do. 1786
1787. | 2 |Ditto teo do. -
1788, | 2 - |Ditto to do. 8.
1789. | 3 |Ditto to do. 9-
1790.

t Maxch. | 4

\

By Goods unfold,

. Dedu@c for

* Cuftoms,

No.| -

1785. |1, 2.] £, 594,641
1786. | 7. 537,452
- 1787, 465,384
- 1788, 506,176
1789. - 483,204

6 |By oroprietors of 1
Total nett proceed
Lofs upon five yea

1. Referen‘ce, No.
2. Mr, Dundas’s A

v

. T'reafury accour

7. Mr. Dundas’s A
8.

# This head is corre@ed from Appendn:
from 1,302,704 L. to the above fum of 1,2
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X.

Luropeans ; and:
n per cent. for:

n from the tax

Y- 1785, L : ; : o )
¢ empty. i 1 March. | To goods unfold, value 3,230,6631 at half reference No. 1+ 1,615,331 || No. of References. China. India. L.
T  China, | India. . . - |By Sales between it March, 178 S,zmd Iﬂ
_ No. 2. No. 3. o 1785, | 1 March, 1786,  — — £ 273377158/‘ 2,290,210| 4,647,368
G s 1784-5. | T'o cargoes fhlpped from Chma and Indla 642,559 |1,211,788| 1,854,347 || 1786. | 2 [Dittoto do. 1786-7. . o : 4,666,554
perty of Bl‘lt}ﬂl— 1785-6. | Ditto . 1,112,512 768,089| 1,880,601 1787, | 2 {Ditto te do. 7-8. % 45,874,614
T P 1786-7. | Ditto - — — |1,893,971| 939,561 2,833,532 1788. | 2 |Dittoto do. 8. , 1 4,256,518
nt 'by them -on 1787-8. | Ditto — - — |2,008,521| 844,828 2,853,349 1789. 3 |Ditto to do. 9-1790. 2,631,0560  1,785,329] 4,417,288
. 1788-9. | Ditto — — — 1,691,118/1,015,642! 2,706,760 e \ ‘ o
lployed 11’1 dif= : ‘ — " “Totdl grofs Sales in five years £ 22,862,342
- | , - : o ‘ £+ 13,743,920 1790 » , ‘ ‘ -
WIH appea1 that o To cafb for tea purcha_fed on the Continent, No. 4. 1,684,731 | 1 Maxr rch. | 4 By‘ Goods unfold, value 3,972,337 L at half  — e — 1,086,168
t.Y; ‘CX,CIUﬁVe lOf ' . S o 15,428,651  Total fales, and coft of remainder - £ 24,848,510
o , A d To five years commercial charges abroad, at 210,0001. per _ Dedué for cuftoms, freight, and charges.
1Ipping, exceeds . ann. L _— —_ — 1,050,000 S _ N
é) P g? S To one year’s intereft on 13,743,920 L. at 8 per cent. —_ 1,099, 514 * Cuftoms. - g:;ﬁﬁi:;d vi??ﬁii;:}i ‘ Total.
» Company. ‘ e \ : o i
v - P Y . . » R 7 , Sterlingz;. 17,578,165 .No. ) o No. ‘ No. ) S
Lol 3 No. 1. fee No. 7. and 8.  of I7th March, 1790‘ 1785. |1, 2.| L. 574,641 5. £.1017,160| 5. 4. 2,78,841} £. 1,870,642
_ and3. 4. § 31t March. S 1786. | 7- 537,452 | 6. 883,001 6. 359,073 1,780,126
No. 2. do. No. 1. ~ 25th March. 1787. | 465,384 | 6. . 819,843) 6. 414,522 1,699,754 -
,3.' 9. 24th. ' 1788. 506,175 | 6 951,405 | O. 327,823 1,785,403
7. 17th, 1789. 483,204 6 849,680] 6. 336,757 1,669,641 8,805,566
5 and Ab{h‘a& A. - ; T '——6*"—'—-——
N N . 1. includ = : ~ : . 116,042
0.9 No. 1. include value:—442,34z . of the tea pu urchafcd 6 |By proprietors of private trade, for the fame period —_— ’3;}8:?%@
And 4. makes paidin all 1,852,206 . .
Dedlir?c, duer Bl/ialrcﬁl:l 785, ;’ggzs;) 5 Total nett proceeds, and coft of remainder — — 16,361,012
‘ ‘ Lofs upon five years imports e —_ — 1,217,153
Makes ut fupra £. 7 B ' ) ———
akes u gpxa £ 1,684,731 | . Sterling £- | 17,575,163
- 1. Reference, No. 1.and 2. of 31ft March, 1790. : _ v
i 2. Mr. Dundas’ sAppendlx, No. 19. of 8th July, 1~89.
3. o ; : 3. and 4. of 17th March, 1%9o. )
) 4 o 3. and 4. of 31ft M'uch, 1790, .
. G. 1. and 2. of {fame date,
) 6. Treafury account, No. 7. of 17th March, 1790.
APPE N- } 7. Mr. Dundas sAppendlx, No. 2z. and 23. of 17th june, 17?9
' _ 8. : No 2. and 3. of 17th March, 1790.
. ’ % This head 1scone&ed from AppendlxD of the Sholt Review, and changes the balance from p. 10 of that pamphlet
B T B from 1,302,704 1. to thc above fum of 1,217,153 ks

Dr.

(F.)

Taken from the Papers laid bpfore the HOUSF of COMMONS in the Years 1789 and 1 790.

STATE of the Profit and Lofs Account upon the Imports of the EAST Inpia CompPany fov Ewe Years.

| Cr.




[:' 166 1

A P P E N

‘AﬁACCOUNTemMMg

the Profit and Lofs upon tbe EasT INDIA COMPANY s Trade

D I

X.  (G)

from Inp1ia and Cuina for the Year beginning the 1ft March, 1 790, and ending the 1{t March,
1791, ial\en from Papers laid before the Houske of COMMONS in March and April, 1791,

Dr.

Reterences,
v No. 3.
© 31 Mavch 1790

Nett Value of India Gééyds unfold

And No.33. of

- Dxtto 6 May, 1791. § Goods = —

8 Apml 1791. ped for Europe in 1789-90, a 2s.
+ No.g41. . ] {Full Coft and Charges of China,"

} Prime Coft of Indiaﬁ Caigoes fhip-
10 May, 1791, } LI

b

‘ Commercial Charé‘es, Abroad not
No. 4o. ‘

-~ included in the Invoices. :
to May, 1791. |Bengal Cr. 837,343
Eftimated. Madras ' 125,000
- Do. Bombay 129,000
:No. 10. (b.) [Bencoolen Eftimate 343,990
8 April. 10 (c.) {St. Helena Ditto 271,080
No. 27. . Ditto from Bengal . 10,451
§ May, 1791. } Prince of Wales’s Ifland 81,427
0. —_
Co »708,291
. No. 30. } Stores from England to ’»79 : ?
. 10 May, 1791, St. Helena - £.14,324
' Bencoolen 45230
China 3,482

{Iutereft thereon—fay 8 per cent,

Balance

1t March, 1790, per Computation ,!:
Dn:to, of China ~

72:239

35,200,098

1,015,616
1,629,285

,{,‘. 179,829

- 22,036

{China Supra-Carn'oes Commiffion payable in England,
if not added to Charges Merchandife in No. 41. 10
May, 1791, or No, 22, 7 April, to be inferted

e

) . Sterling £.

-13:9725337

2,644,901

116,617,238

201,865

6,819,;03
551,528

7,370,631
416,998

7,787,629

References.
- No. 21,
7 April, 1791,

No. 22. Do.
No. 38.

6 May, 1791.

. Note:

Cr.

Gain by the Company s Trade on
their own Account

A 416,998

- Profit on Licence or Prlvﬂege Goods’

{old fof Individuals to the Amount:

- of 930,9301 at 7per cent- — 63,105
£ 482,163

The Charges Merc_handlfe above |
on India Goods —_— 1445220
~ China — —_ —_ 161,254
~ Amount 305,474:

Arelefs by 70,659
. 376, 130
Thdn Lhe Sum credlted by this Head in No. 20 ; which,
inclulive of Supra-Cargoes Commiffion, and Intexeﬁ
is ftated at 376,1301,

Sales between I(l Maxch, 1790, and 1ft March 1791. ¢
India . — Gr. 24,03,684
Dedu&t Cuftoms 5,75,620
: Freight - "2,48,262
Charges Merchandife ~ 1,44,220
iy ' _— 9,568,102
B : Nett £.|1:435,582
China f— —  Gr 26,87,571
Cuftoms =~ — - 49,260
- Treight — 4,068,041
Charges Merchandife 1,671,254
| —— 678555 |
— 2,000,016
34441593
Goow; on Hand, 1ft March, 1791, - i
at nett Value _— India  8,26,842
China 35,16,189 4,343,031
£17:787,629

L. . APPEN

INDIA
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LG

the East Inpia- Company's Trade
rch, 1790, and ending the 1{t March,

’ ‘ £
ales between Iﬂ Maxch 1790, and 1ft March 791 |
Adia Gr. 24,03,684.
© 1 Dedu& Cu{’coms 5,75,620
Freight - - '2,48,262
nar@rcs Melchfmdlfe ' 1,44,220 '
. - 9,68,102 '
\ Nett £.|1:435,582.
aina —_— —  Gr. 26,87,571
. Cuftoms = — - 49,260
. Freight — 4,068,041
iarges Merchandife  1,61,254 :
o « 6,738,555 ‘
—— 2,0005016
! 3:444+598
50ds on Hand, 1{’c March, 1797, ’ N A '
‘at nett Value India 8,26,842
Chma 35,106,189 49343,031
‘ : £.7:787,629
iin by the Company 8 Trade on ; o
their own Account —_— A- 416,998

£

mons in March and April;, 1791..

Cr.

ofit on Licence or Prlvdege Goods’
fold for Ind1v1duals to the Amount-
DT T :

Brqdwed 3eqy o o1 -d woyy souereq oy saStreyd pue émorAsy oG ;

B R ot S

imn R x fe el T

|
i
o
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EAST INDIA NAVY, 1790.

H E freight- ﬂups employed by the Faft

India Company, two * only excepted,

are chartered for four voyages, and the

‘commiands  purchafed by the captains, at

large premlums. |

The ,n‘umbelf of thefe bottoms, as they

are called, exclufive of the Company’s own

~{hips above-mentioned, are ninety-three.

- Their tonnage, for which freight is paid,
varies every time a new {Hip is built. It

now amounts to 77,950 tons; of which

- thirty-one are abroad, homeward bound,

chartered at 26,113 tons; ‘thir'ty are taken

., * Britannta - 77o tons. |
. Admiral Hughes 957
: - 1727

up.

fifty men - = -

[ 169 ]

up fof this year, at 5,375 tons, thu*ty-s
two are on the Pcocks, and in dock underA

repair for the enfumg feafon.

The freight of thofe expe&ed back this

'ye'ar"w from India and China, fhould no |

demunar e he due"é is e{’umated by the Com—

pany at 764, I 79 L

Thefe ninety-three’ Ve{fels +, of

tonnage - - Tons 77,950
Are able each to mount forty -
guns , - - Guns 3 y720

And to carry a complement, one
with another, of two hund\red and
~ Men 23,250
Government have now abroad for the
defence of Incha, one thip of 64 guns '
- Three frigates 36“and 3%
Two floopsof 16 guns, .

F01 thch the company are charged a part -

* Nos. 2 and 3, date 17th March, 1790, ,.ccounts be-
fme the Houfe of Commons o |
Jr Chartered at 2,384 guns, and 9, 537 men.

R e
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of the annual expence, ;vvh1ch added to :

the frelght of thexr merchantmen, makes the
total charges of Britith marine in the Faft
Indies.

- It is prefumed, that a much more effeive

force may be applied to this' fervice, at a

{maller expenditure, by Government under-
taking to bring home the cargoes on ﬂups

of war, conftruted for this fpecial putpofe,

~of fufﬁcien‘tx firength to be able to keep the

line in an’ engagement and yet of compe-—

tent ﬁowwe to pay their failing charges by

the fxelght m tune of peace, at eyen Iower,

rates than are n_o_w p_axd by the Company *.
el Veﬁ'els

* Thefe veﬁ‘els fhouid all be conﬁru&ed in the Faft
Indies; at Bombay, Calcutta, or Prince of Wales’s
Iland (if there be conveniences for it at the latter) : for
by this meafure the alarming and increafing deficiency of
Oak for our own dock-yards would be greatly remedied.

‘In fupport of this t,ropoﬁtmn, there needs no more.re~
fpe&ab]e authonty than that of Major Rennel Who, -
'mentlonmg the Teek foreﬁs, from whence the marine

yard

’

[ : e

Veflels of this conftruion may be built

~by degrees, as the bottoms now hn‘ed run ;

out 3

H

yard at: Bombay is furnithed with that excellent fpecxes

»_of thip-timber, clofes the account, * by 1emark1ng “theg

¢ unpardonable negligence we are guilty of in delaymg ta
$¢ build Teek fhlps of war for the ufe of the Indian feas.
¢¢ They might be ﬁ‘engz‘ed home without the ceremony of

$¢ regular equipment as to mafls, fails, and furniture,
$ whlch might be calculated juft to anfwer the purpofe
< of the home—paffage at the beft feafon; and crews

¢ could be pxovxded in India. "The letter,fu.b]omed in

_%¢ a note, and which was written with the beft inten-

¢ tions nine or ten years ago, will explain the circums

¢ ftances of the cafe. Teek thips, of forty years old

¢ and upwards; are no uncommon cbjets in the In-
¢ dian feas, while an Turopean-built fhip is’ ruined
¢ there in five years. The fhips built at Bombay } are

< the beft, both in point of workmanthip and materials,

¢ of any that are conftructed in. India; and although
¢ fourth rates only are mentioned in the letter, there is

“ 1o doubt but that third rates may be conftruéted, as
- ¢ there is a choice of timber. The Spaniards build ca-

?‘ : pi_t,al thips in the_ir foreign fettlem_ents, . The Eaft In-

Soatamr

» * Paae 180 ofthe Memou . : :
¥ When this was written, Pegu was the only place beﬁdes Bombay where

;veﬁ"els of conﬁderab]e bufthen could be- conftructed. -« Colonel Watfon’s

docks, intended for that purpofe in the river Hugley, were never finifhed ;

" put fince the year 1786, other docks have been completed at Calcutta itfelf,

capablc of building fhips of any fize requued‘ R \
3 \ ¢ dig
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2

" out; and, in order to avoid exciting any

‘alarm in other maritime ‘powers, or mur-

murs

“ dia Company have a * Teek {}np on her fourth voyage
€ at prefent, Wthh thip has wmteled in Eng]and

‘¢ therefore any objeétion founded on the effects of froft
-« upon Teek timber, is done away.”

The note itfelf is too valuable to be omitted. ¢ Fre-

¢ quent have been the opportumnes I have had of ob-

¢« ferving how very rapld the decay of thips, built of
« ]:ulopean timber is in the Eaft Indles, and, on the
€ contrary, how durable the fhips are that are built of
¢ the wood of that country, namely, the Teek, which

¢ may not 1mpropelly be called the Indian Qak. The

¢ number of ﬂll};b of war that were rumed in thofe feas
¢ durmg the late'war (1757 to 1762) ‘may be admitted
¢ a5 a proof of the former remark 3 and the great age
¢« of the thips built in India, may ferve to prove the lat-
¢ ter. 'What I mean to infer from this for your Lprd-

€ {h;ps ufe, is, that thips of war, under third rates,

“ maybe conftructed in India, and with moderate repairs
< laft for ages; whereas a fhip of Emopean conftruc-
“ tion can remain there but a few years : to ‘which
¢ difadvantage may be added that of lofi ing in the mean
¢ time the fervices of the thips . that. are 1ent to reheve

€ tnc worn-out ones. Bengal ploduces 1ron dnd hemp 5

» The Admira'x-Hughés. LT

gmployed four voyages only

L 73 ]
murs among the proprietors of private dock-
yards, the thips now employed for the freight
ferv1ce may be engaged by Government;
upon contraé’c with the prefent fhlps own-

s, for as long a period as they» continue
ﬁt for ferviee®..

Several of the fhips laft conﬁrué’céd for the
China trade, are of equal bulk to the largeft

of ‘thofe Wl)ich' would now. be required.

Others, to anfwer the purpofe of frigavtes,

and drawing lefs water, may be adapted to
the Bengal felvme, while the largeft and

greater number are taken up in the China

and Surat Voyages.
It is propofgd to divide the number of

“ and’ the neighbouring forefts pine mafts : nothing is

Ry Wantmg to bring all thefe into ufe, but a iz opportunity
£ aml proper mmz/ragemem‘ ” -——-20th Auguﬁ 17 18.

¥ When thlS was wntten, the chartered ﬂnps were

ﬂnPSz
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 {hips, when complete, into three flects of

- equal force. =

One of thefe to be retm nmg When another

sz gomg out.

The ’th:ll‘d, as at prefent, to lla'y by for

- repﬂir, and refrefhment of the men belong-

:mg to 1t.

Each fleet ﬂlould carry out the ﬁrﬁ:

| voyage, beﬁdes the merchandife exported,
for itfelf; and

a complete War—eqmpmem

alfo a proper quantity of iurplus maritime

ftores, for making a depbt at each of the

three fettlements of Bengal, Bombay, anri

Fort St. George:

On its arrival in the Eaft Indies, as many

fail as may be requifite, thould be employed
in all the Llanfport fe1v1ce of Government
and the Company 5 fuch as carrymg money,

uoops, and prov1ﬁons, from, one fettlement
te

o]

to another ; cotton from Surat to'China, &c.

and the remainder form a {quadron for :p'fo-

teGion of ‘the whale, until the feafon for

taking in returning cargoes; leaving no

fhip at any one port longer than is abfo-

lutely neceflary; fince experience hasthewn,

that failors are Jmﬁmtely more healthy at

fea than on Ihore, in hot climates.

“When there 'fha_l'lsBe no apprehenﬁon of
a war, the whole, oras many as are wanted,
may: be’»laden:iback"fo.rﬁurope, and the

remainder, if any not freighted, accompany

- them as convoy, or remain as a fleet of war

- till the next year.

) Thofe that ;{hall be l_aden, are to be pl‘f:«;.‘

vioully firipped of their war equipage, and.

reduced to the fiate of merchantmen, and

‘the ﬁores carefully. laid by in the arfenal of

the port Where they ,are frelghted for
Europe.

OQur

1]
H
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- Our communication W1th Ind1a is now fo

: expedmous, that 1ntelhgence of an appre—-
hended rupture with any. great naval power

~would always reach our fettlements there in

time to detain' as many of the homeward-
bound thips as would be more than compe=~
}t)ent_to refift any force that would then : be
found eaft of the Cape of Good ‘Hope ; and

the addition of one or two fecond or third

rates. to. the anuual fleet, outward bound,

would bid. deﬁance to any naval force that

could be kept againft us in the Indian {eas. -

~And, on their jun&ion with what remain-
ed of the former year, the whole would form
a naval ﬁrength equal to the deftru@ion of
every European fettlement and all thelr ﬂup-—
ping umted ' | £ |

Thefe veﬁ"els thould be denommated z‘be"
Reg? /z’ered Sézppmd Sor Ina’za and China, on

which |

{157]

‘which all commod1t1es and bulhon {hould

alone be exported or brought home, at a

fair pnce by the ton, fugar and bulky gruff

articles alone excepted ;. for the tranfport of

whxch other {hlps,conﬁruc?ced for the purpofe

by 1nd1v1duals, and failing at a lower rate of

frelght, may be licenfed as wanted:in any |

number. .

It has been lately in contemplation, to
eftablifh a whale fifhery in the Mozambique
channel, for fupplying the Eaft Indies with

oil: butthe exclufive prlvﬂecre has hithérto

V-»been a bar to the undertakmg of fuch plan -

from Europe

) - Were the Veﬂéls foy employed to be ale
lowed a loadxng back of fugar, rum, and fuch

7 other art1cles of produce as the Company do

not at prefent trade in, there is not a doubt \
. but an extenﬁve fpeculanon of thlS kind

Would :




d1fgrac1ng
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\

would be fet on foot, with every profpeé’c of’ :

beneﬁt to: the adventmers.

Should a plan 6f ks nature be adopted,

 jhuftice and good policyrequire that the great-
~eft attention be paid to the ﬁtuatlon of the
gentlemen hitherto employed in the Com-
'pany s marine ; a body refpefable in their

conne@uoas and education, and’ efpemally .

diftinguifhed for fkill and experience in

every branch of nautlcal fuence. e

- The late regulations for engraf‘ting‘par‘t‘bf o
the Company’s mlhtary ef’tabh{hment mto |

the King’s regiments, may perhaps afford a

model, as it does an unexceptionable prece-

dent, for’ lﬂthdUCIIlO‘ thefe gentlemen with

that rank ‘into his' Majef’cys navy, which

thelr general reputatlon for gallantry and

abilities grves aﬁ'urance they will be far from

“out of the laft war.

£179]

By contmuxng the pay and bounty now
given by the India Company, a fufficient -

number of able feamen may perhaps be in- \

duced to reg_lﬁer themfelves ’for this fervice,
artached to particular {hips ; and by exempt-
ing them frem being prefled, and allowing

-them to. remain on fhore at home every third

year, a conftant fuppljr would be fecured
when each India fleet {hould be Wanted for

ferwce 1n 1ts turn

The French had Jundoubtedly; adopted a

plarx of this kind; previous to the breaking

’third-,rates‘were fent to the Eaft Indies,
equipped apparently for the merchants fer-

vice; but carrying out warlike ftores of

every kind, which were larl_ded at the

“iflands and at Pondicherry, and afterwards

proved of great affiftance to M. Souffrein,

N Two

Several frigates | ‘vand |

A,
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Two neW veﬁ"els, fald to have been built
.for this eéxperiment, Were a&ually in the
| Ganges, above Calcutta; a very fhort time

before Chandunagorc was mvef’ted “they
’\ were both manned W1th the Zemgs reg; ﬁered
ﬁamm, and commanded by commifficned
ofﬁcews of dxﬁmé’clon, Captain Le Brun, and

- another whofe name is not recollected -

The writer of thefe remarks went on
‘board one of them on the eve of her depar-
' turé, and to his great furprife found her

‘completely cleared for aCtion ; and  had
" é’v‘er‘y' reafon to b’éli‘eve the F rench g’O”VerhOr
expedted th’ley' W'oiilid‘hdv‘e beert attacked go-
ing down the river, by his hurtying away
all the ﬁnppmrr earlier than ufual, and feves
”mI together. |

He gave immediate intimation of this to

the fecretary of the Government at Calcutta,

and

e

.

[ 181 1
and tranfmitted the outline of the precedmor'

plan to a private correfpondent at home;

who, it is {uppofed, negleted complying

with his reque& that it thould be laid beforg |

. the: Mlmi’cry

e e e e =

e

e




B s o

[\»183]
(Copy) APPENDI X.

An ACCOUNT of the Number of SHIPS, with their TO]
wards from Great Britain to the Britith Weft India Iflands, in
tmO“udhmO“ each, together with the Total Value of Exports fi
Weﬁ Indles ; dlﬁmgm{hmg the Amount of Britifh, Indla and

1788.
N Value of Britith | Value of Eaft | Value of Forcign || No. of |
N S \/Neci)]:e(l)sfz. ' To}?s' A auégods.ﬁl vl ' - In?ii‘;e 80033. éuazods?lelgn Ve?fel:. Ton
Antlgua - —_ '-3‘5 8,235 ‘91,619 £ 11| 1,005 .1 -9 ‘8,3‘8'1' 1 7 32 6,
Barbadoes — —_ 49| 9,484 136,690 10 10| 9,999 = 7 6| 23,497 16 6| 30l . 4y
Dominica — =] . 23| 4,653 51,836 13 4| 1,716 2 70 9,037 13 — || 351~ 17,
Gremada ~ — = —] 44 8,304 205,188 6 11| 2,588 7 1 20,132 g — || 381 8,
. Jamaica —  —] 203|35,826 759,875 17 818,903 4 6 96,457 .18 6 246] 7o,
Montferrat ~~ — — . z| 5357 7,204 2 11 8016 2| 841 6 10| 3 l
Nevis —_ - 5| 1,404 13,455 14 11| 139 14.11; 948 15 3 10] 2,
St. Kitt’s — 34| 8,215 82,363 2 4| 1,040 17 — 8,841 17 ¢ 15 2,
St. Vincent’s = —  — 14| 3,265 54,214 18 6 1,236 8 2 6,391 12 11 20, g,
Tortola  * —  ° — 10| 2,381 | 05390 3 4] 225 3 —| 4,631 2 4|| 1| 2,
'From’théPortsof]:rlo‘land - 419{82,302 1,467,938 1z 836,944 2 7 179,155 13" 8 449] 111,
L — — Scotland ' o , _ L ‘ P Accounts not
but - the Iflands are ot| | - 67li2.218 ' ceived from S
diftinguifhed in the Ac- 7]12,21 land of the
_counts  — —J ' R vigation. - J
Total — —| 486194,520 »

| ‘ (Signed) ~ THOM A
, : S _ I

" Cuftom Houfe, London, ‘

March 17th, 1790, o S o \
\ N. B. The above Diftinction of England and Scotland applies to the

E

. (Signéd)

e
1
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(C()py) ~ A PPENDI X 1(1--3)

An ACCO U N T of the Number of SHIPS, with their TO NN A G E, which cleared Out-
. wards from Great Britain to the Britifh Weft India Iflands, in the Years 1788 and 17893 dif-

tmgul{hmcr each, together with the Total Value of. Exports from Great Britain to the Brm{h'
Weft Indies; diftinguifhing the Amount of Britifh, India, and Foreign Goods.

} : E e /‘
1788. a . | 1789.
|t | Tons, | VeGP | e ot | Valuotkorign || N of | o, | ValugofBih | Valueor Bt | Valueof Forin.
Anugua - — 35 8,235 91,619 I II 1,ocg ‘18 8,38'1” 1 7 ‘32 .6;470 9‘7‘,’?57 16 % 2,964 18 1| 5855 ¢ 4
Barbadoes  »— —| 491 9484 | 136,690 10 10| 9,999 - 7 6| 23,497 16 6|l 39| 4797| 145,690 1 8] 5,163 — 4|21,768 6 —
Dominica — —_ 23| 4,653 51,836 13 4| 1,716 'z 7| 0,037 13 — 35| 17,900| 48,706 17 5| 946 11. 1{ 8,085 7 6
Grenada — = 44| 8,304 205,188 6 11| 2,688 - 7 1| 20,132 9 — || 36 8,463| 157,599 10 3| 1,601 10 —| 14,926 15 4
. Jamaica —_— —|  203|35,826 759,875 17 8|18,903 4 6| 96,451.18 6 246 70,195| 788,828 15 3]16,951 19 10| 99,130 15 I
Montferrat ~ — —| ozl 535 7,264 2 11 8o 16 2 841 6 10 3 859 12,647 - 4 §] 10z 11 7. 1,075 6 7
Nevis .+ — —| 5| 1,404 13,455 14 11| 139 14 I%| 948 15 3 1o 2,753 19,567 16 3| 144 2 4| 942 § 3
St. Kitt’s ™ — —_ 34| 8,215’ 82,33 2 4| 1,049 17 —| 8,841 17 9 15| 2,319 84,285 11 2| 1,628 1 4| 9,722 15 8
St. Vincent’s ~ —  — 14| 3,265 54,214 18 61 1,236 8 2| 6,391 12 11 20| 5,466 80,643 8 7| 647 14 10| 4,500 12 3
Tortola =~ — T — . 10| 2,381 05,390 3 4| 225 3 —| 4,031 2 1 11} 2,776 §4,766 4 3| 245 2 6] 410 11 6
Fromthe Po1tsof]3ngland  41982,302 7 | 1,467,938 1z 8 35944 2 7l179,155 13 8 449 111,998 ,4’90,443 5 830,425 12 2'170,609 — 6
— —  Scotland ;| : ; . "~ . . || Accounts not ye-| - , -
but the Iflands are 'not| | - ély 8 ' ceived from Scot- .
diftinguifhed in the Ac- 7)t2,21 land of the Na-
. counts —_ —_ ' f vigation. J. D.
Total — —| 486i94,520 |

o . (Signed) THOMAS IRVING,
. k e , , - ‘ : Infpector Gen! of the Imports 'md Exports of
" Cu&om iHOll%’ London, S ' S ~ ' _ Great Britain, and the Britifh Colonies,
© JMarch 17thy 1790, o ‘ ‘ - - o . i ,

N. B. The above Diftinétion of _England and Scotland applics to the Navigatidn Part only. |

(Signed) ], DALLEY,
7 , Affﬁ Regifter Gen! of Shipping.
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APPENDIX

(L b.)

An ACCOUNT of the Number of SHIPS, and their TO NNAGE, which entered in the
Ports of Great Britain from the Britith Weft Indla I{lands, in the Years 1788 and 1789 ; dil-
tinguifhing each, and the Value of Imports from the faid Ilands to Great Brltam, w1th the
Amount of the Duties of Cu{‘tom<; and Excife thereon, dlﬁmculihmg each R

~

v

Anguilli  —

. . StKitts = —
St. Vincent’s ‘
Tlortola C e

‘ At the Ports of England

guithed —_
Total —

" Cuftom Houfe, London, -
~ March 17th, 1790,

Antigua e —
Barbadoes -+~ —_
Dominica — _—
Grenada e —
Jamaica’ —_ s
Montferrat —
Nevis —_—

Scotland ; but
the Iflands are not dlﬁm- 64

.

5.
2

1788. 178g.
No. of | Tons. Value of Imports. Amount of Duties. No. of “Tons. Va'lue of ImbOl‘ts. Amount of Duties.
Veflels; - ' , ‘ V Vg{_fels. o ‘
— 1l 96| 644 5 5| 2201 6 7 4| 448 10,482 9 7 216 s
—l 39 | 9,695 288,008 19 - 7 118,437 8 1 31| 7,680 216,231 10 — 90,908 4 —
—| 44 | 8477 255,316 9 5| 75378 — 8 || 34| 06,881 202,040 — — | 635,812 7 8
— 37 7,116 212,877 9 2 345418 2 2 30-| §»310 180,467 4 8 25,211 19 1
—_ 66 } 15,160 471,268 11 10| 126,998 — 9 | 73 | 14,742 453398 8 4| 109,259 13 6
| 242 | 66,584 | 2,141,399 3 9| 785,561 17 6 || 27z | 74,459 | 2,338,004 I 3| 863,245 17 1
—_ 5 1,149 | 40,336 7 10 15,867 10 10° 4 982 42,891 1§ 10 15,615 19
— 8 2,202 44,892 11 "4 18,664 6 8§ 5 1,514 42,618 15 3 17,477 19 7
—} 38 9,435 289,056 . 6 10| 120,698 17 2 2% 6,158 168,902 ¢ 11 §3,002 8 —
—_ 26 5,721 152,329 14 1| = 48,230 1§ 7 17 4,220 | 151,958 2 3 51,159 6
— 17} 4,164 140,924 . 9 —| 52,206 3 3 10 2,517 69,611 12 2 21,045 ’
<23 11207799 |1 4053154 8 311,399,052 9 3 || 505 | 124,911 | 3,876,606 9 31 1,312,739 18 =
: ' Accounts not re- ' o .
11,841 |} j ceived fremScotland
- ' of the Navigation.
= 587 14640 b
(Signed) THOMAS IRVING,
Infpeétor Gen! of the Imports and Exports
, of Great Britain and the Britifh Colonies,
(ngned) ] DALL E Y,

Affift

. Thc abovc Dxihnéhon of England and Scotland apphes to the Navxgatlon Part OHIYe

eorlﬁer Gen! of thppmg.
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~

D NNAGE, ',Which entered in the

" in the Years 1788 and 1789 ; dif-
[{lands to Great Bntam, W1th the
| nduﬂhmg each

\

| 1789'-, :

No. of Tons. T-Vzilue of Imports, Amount of Dutics. )
Ve[tTelg. . k 1 o _
‘ 8 10,482 9 7| 216 g
‘i-~ ) 7%%0: S 216,231 10 ~ 90,905 4_ —_—
s ~ 6:881: " 202,040 = — 65,812 7 8
igf © 5,310 ~,18o,4633 % 8 25,2;; Ijz é
. ‘ . 45339 4| 109,2 _
L ';Zqﬁ; 2338004 1 3| 863,245 17 11
7 ’9 2| 42,891 15 10| 15,615 19 3
S| nsi 42,618 15 3 17,477 19 7
2§ ‘ 6:158- 168,902 ¢ 11 53,002 gm
17 4220 | 151,958 2 3 51,159 10 5.
10 2,517 | 69,611 12 2 21 ,045 z

Accounts not re-
' ceivedfromScotland
of the Navigation.

(Signed) THOMAS IRVING,

; * Infpe&or Gen! of the Imports and Exports
( of Great Bntam and the Bl‘ltlﬂl Colomes. ,
)f Shtppmg.

ngauon Part onlye

504 t24,91:— 3,84'}67606 ‘9 3 '173129739 18 —

{ i85, 1
SUPP LEMENT.

C Onformable to the advertlfement pre~'
fixed to this publication, it is now

- propofed to examine fuch parts of the G-

'NERAL VIEW OF THE AFFAIRS OF THE
EAST INDIA CoMPANY, as feem in any-
manner to affeé the ftatements and conclu-

{ions contained in thefe STRICTURES, and

in the SHORT REVIEW oF THE 'TRADE OF

THE INDIA CoMPANY.

The partlcular purpofes for ‘which the
two latter were Wutten, are plainly and ex-
phutly profefled in both of them.

‘The writer feels extreme fati ’faaion' in

~finding that the pubhc and hxmfelf are lxkely

to derive: every beneﬁt he ‘could have flat-

N 3 tered




tered himfelf would refult from the producs -
tion of the Short Review.

~ ficient), have been fince fupplied; the atten=
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- The accounts neceflary for eftimating,
with any dcgree of ‘precifion, the value of

the Company s commerce (at that time de-

tion of Government has been particularly
attrafted to this branch of the India fyftem ;
4-and the public, by the clear and perfpicuous

fratements which are now produced in the

General View of it, is at length enabled to

' judge for itfelf both of the territorial ac-

quifitions, and of each different branch of

the exclufive trade with India, from doeu-

sments the moft authentic and fatisfactory, =

Whatever inaccuracies may have beer

dxfcovc,red in the accounts ftated in the
,Sbo;z‘ Review, from the want of materials

fince iupphed, and poﬂibly of fufficient care

-and

s
'L

[ 87 1

~ahd attention ; and however ill ;qualiﬁed the .
writer may have been to underftand ‘ah\d |
digeft thofe public ftatements from whence
his conclufions were dré,_vvn; yet it no

‘where appears that he has been materially

wrong in the general arguments deduced

from what ‘he had ‘before him ; nor, it is

pi‘efum‘éd; do the corrected facts ftated by

AMr.AnderfOn‘,’ from fuller information .
upon the fubje& fince obtained by him,

~ carry on,the face of them any complete re-

futation of thofe conclufions..

In the firft place, it was meant to poirit

out fome wery great miftakes into which

the Incha minifter had been Ied by the pa- |

pelslaxd before him for mducmg his {up-

- port of the Dn*e&ors in their application to
_Parhament in the year 1789, for permif-

fion to enlarge the Company_s capital ftock,

Ng by
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by oné nnlhon fubfcnpuon, at 174. per .

~cent.

This was done, by a{fuming a future sze-

dium j)rqﬁt of 1,18 55000 L. per annum (m-

clufive of the duty of feven per cent. on

pnvate trade) upon the 1mports from India

:and China dunng the four years remaining
- ‘of the Company’s right to the excl_uﬁv;
‘commeérce 5 in confequence of an aZIedged |
) ﬁroﬁt of 1 115,1311 ftated as the Gam

upon thofe of the year 1789

" The nett fale amount was then ftated at

3,005,131 L. from which making deductions

‘of prime coft, annuities, intereft t)n bonds

B and dividends, there remained A‘ 5 53,131

: To Whlch add pnvate trade - 70,000

T hefe twomakean add1t1on of £.62 3,131

N Blought -

"~ The ﬁippbfed profit’ on im-"

~port trade - -

‘amount with charges, of What have been
| fold‘

I 189 ]

Brought forward < £. 623,1 3%

'Add what due for dividends,

intereft, and annuities - -

L. 1,115,131

- The five years ﬁatgmenﬁ' produced in

the Short Review was’ made from the im-

ports thipped from India and ‘China_be-

492,000

tween 1784-5, and. 1788‘9a comprehcnd-‘ _

ing the value of the goods unfold i in London
on the 1ft of March, 178 5, and valuing in

‘redudtion thofe in the Warehoufe"s'[on«the

it of March, 1790.

Mr. Anderfon’s flatement of four Yearsof

It is formed

\

this trade (p. 86) commences in 1787, and .
ends with the fales of 17go.

“upon accounts of the prime coft and fale ;




1 190 ]
' {old within the laft-mentioned period *. It
- begins two years after, and is brought down

-one year later than the other,

Even upon this ftatement, the annual

profit amounts only to} 515,72 2L applicabl_é‘ .

* See Short Review, p. 47, to account for its not

'» iad'optirig‘ th,e fame perioda

+ Nett proﬁt on fout yeais
fales s - A 2,288,128
- ‘Nett profit on prxvate trade "

‘,goods s «30‘8,985 , ,
Goods in Wafehoufe mote o
in 79t e - 1:545’395_ .
< L - == 4,142,508
" Dedu& commercial charges in 'India e
and at St. Helena, with coft and  charges
of the goods unfold - ' =« <« 2,079,619
" Balance of profit in fout jears - 2,062,889
Or per annum - - - 515,722
By borrewing, as M. Dundas did, 4
Jrom the revenues, a fum of - e 650,000
- The total amounts to | - £ . 1,165,722

But z‘/m Jui ely avould nat be Jairly eﬁzmatﬂzg the j); ofits
“upon-trade,

to

[ 19t 1
to payment of annuities, intereft, and -divi

dends on the ftock ; the fum received of

Government - for intefe{’;f_onf“the loan -of

4,200,000 . it thould feem, having nothing

“swhatever to do-with either import or export

trades, though it has been introduced in ad«
dition to the fuppofed proﬁts made upon
them. = The proper place for -this article

appears rather to be in the general ba=

lance fheet of the commerc1al fyﬁem, fe=

parated from the revenues ; an account

‘Whlch ought to be * laid by the DireGors

before a General Court of the Propnetore

once in every. year, in mder to govern

their declaration of the enfumg dividend.

/

It is not meant here to queftion the accu= -

racy of any account which has been pro=

B Tlns General View is produced to the public by the
»,Accozm[aﬁt to the board of control.

duced

*
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 duced to parliament from the India Houfe 3
' nor to infinuate that the accounts coft of
“goods fcld and remaining have of late mas
terially differed from thofe of the goods

 thipped. from India and China, 1nclud1ng',

" what were on hand the year preceding ; al-

“though it is generally undeff’tood' that the

- former are made upon eftimate, rather than -

/

upon actual vouchers *,

R If, - hoWeVer, thefe eftimates are corre&;
there ought to appear no difference between
the amount they exhibit for the fame péfiod,
in the way ftated by Mr. Anderfon and that
adqpt'ed in the Short Ré'vz'e‘w', unlefs any part

- of the cargoes have been loft or rendered un-

* In General View, p. 82, is ﬁated a dxﬁ“erence of
33 5,1821 under the head of charges mercl1and1fe,
Suppofed to be incurred for raifi ing recruits, and in pay-

_ ment of packets and penﬁono, and- therefore charged
fwunf’c the Rew enues, '

| niarketable ;

[ x93

~ marketable ; in which cafes the Circum{’canlc;c

would undouhtedly hayc béén 'pqinted 01“-‘*1

‘The material: dlﬁ'erence occurrmg be—
tween the medulm refult of the four years
flatement and both ‘the others, ‘will appear
to be occafioned . by ‘omiflions in the firft,

“which, in the opinion of the writer.of the .

other twb,' he concluded ought to- have
place in all, for exhibiting the real profit or
lofs-upon this fepara’te branch of the’ Com-
pany s trade. - | '

'Thé» firft omiffion is of part of t’h‘e"com-'-

~ mercial charges, not included in the in-

voice.

,Appendix,r,N 0. 6, to the General View,
contains for the year 178¢9-go thofe only
~which were incurred at Bengal (current

rupees 8 37,343) W1thout mentlonmg thofe “
| : - of

1 .
e e e [
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of Madras ot Bombay, which upon a me-
dium of the two' pxecedmg years, b.y the

fame account, Would amount,

At Madras, to ~ Crs. 129,641
Bombay, to - = 375300

,——-—m—-

) - st 166,941 ,{ 16 6g4
éfﬂd ‘wbzcb f nok c{cermmaéle, ougbz‘ to have
been- ﬁzpp[zed by cfiimate, as they are at~
tempted to be in the account here produced, . .

The ‘expences alfo of Fort Marlbro” are {

mmtted altogether. Thofe for 1789-90,

. accordmg to No. 10. (b) of 27th March,
1792, Were 52,3401

‘The four years.e'xpencee of Prince oi’»
Wales’s Ifland, Mr. Anderfon has not
“brought into his account, perhaps under the

idea that this charge properly belongs to the

head of forts and garrifons ,,_a(nd therefore

1 | | concludes

Em]

concludes that itis comprehended in the ftate-
_mients of aflets, or of ftock by computauon;

The fupply from Bengal for that year (No.

27, 5th May, 1791) is {’cated 8,143 1.

Bengal 11 evvﬂ'e furm{hed ﬁores to thel‘
zﬂand of St, Helena, to the amount of

. 104.51

‘The reader muft 'dr,e’cide whether the
Prince of Wales’s ‘Iﬂand is;-tO’be confidered
as a territorial or ‘a commercial 'eﬁablifh-
ment ; whether the large fums expended )

there, are or are not, temporary charges, in~

‘eldental to the ﬁr{’c conftruction of that har--_

'-bour, and what part 1f any, of the

amount {hould be laid upon the trade.
' The whole of it is inferted hexe.

He will alfo exercife his own judgment-

~ as'to the other additional articles ftated in

this
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,.vfhis Appehdi’x- whether the .Chiria trade be -
Kable to any of them,. or to what propor-
'uons- and Whether any fhare {hould fall

upon the exports of goods from England ;.

recolleding that, as the Company themfelves

‘never compute any frelght upon the latter,

the fame prmc1p1e feems to warrant exempt-

mg them from thefe charges hkew1fe. L

The moPc matcual omxﬁion is that of m,»-

tere(’c * upon the prime coft and- charges of |

'ghe cargoes {hlpped for Europe, o

# f the bond-debt abroad be conﬁdered as the only

g mcumbrance upon the revenues, and the amount of the
cestificates, and other loans taken up at intereft, as'a
~debt on the commerce, thc whole mteref’c upon the lat-
ter ought to be charged againft the trade. N
neral View, p. 23, the certificate debt is ﬁated to have

But in G’e-

originated in 1785, for putting the arrears in train of li-

qmdanon, and the mtere{’c conﬁdeled a Qharge upon
the: revenues. RS g Ty

\

In-

b9z |
IIIAPpendlx,,G it here ftands at 5 5 1,5281

on'a ﬁngle year’s trade.

Inftead of which, Mr. Anderfon debits
the trade (p. 88) with that only which has
been ‘paid in England on' bills ‘drawn fro\m |
India for commercial purpofes, 8 8291 m o

four years, or, per annum, 2 2071

However nght it may have bcen, n a
pohtu.al pomt of vxew, to have authonfed
the. drawmg bllis upon England for dif~
'charge of the India bond-debt; and however -

beneﬁcxal the meafure certamly has been

to the general {yftem, and particularly to

the commercial credit of the Company,A

yet, When computmg merely the a@ual

"proﬁt upon any feparate operation .of trade,

it becomes neceﬂary to ﬁate prec1fe]y every

O - charge




| [ o198 ]
charge with Wthh fuch operatlon is 1ncum—

bered *,

' "The nieceffity which then exifted of reviv-

lxing the drooping credit of the Company |

’abroad is admitted; and the benefits alfo .of
the plan adopted for that purpofe, namely,
“the acceptance of bonds and 1. certificates i m
exchange for bills upon the Directors, pay-
able out of the produce of the fales at home.
‘Had not this expedlent been adopted the

commerc1al board Would have been left Wlth- '

out . other refources for mveﬁment home, |

- than the produé’c of goods annually fent out

from Europe. |

R Refer to p. 8 5 of the Geneml V iew.

+ Certlﬁcates were at ﬁr{’: admitted, and frequently '
paid in, while the dlfcount on both remained nearly'

equal ; they do.not, however, appear to, have been ever

d1ft1ngu1fhed -
: But

[V 1t'9-9~.i] -

whole cof’c of the returmng car goes had been'l-
taken ﬁom ‘the revenues as the fund or?_

capxtal for ¢ carrylng on. the tr ade, the amount .

Ho apphed appeared hable to the. fame rate_‘

- of intereft as the debt of thofe revenues 5.

* fnce that debt mxght elﬁ, have been dxmx-;

‘m‘hed by applymg to 1ts xedué’uon the futn o
thus taken for aﬁiﬁmg the trade. _ |

In page 84- Of the Gefzeml Vzew, only;

8o7,7121. is. the fum. ftated to have . been |

annually fo'employed ; the intereft therefore

| on that fum only vnll Le chargeable uponvf’

- the xmport commerce from the tlme of its

approprlanon in advances to the board - of B

- trade, to that of i 1ts bemg reahzed from the

fale_fs in E_ngland. "

* P, 18, Shmt Rewew, anfwered P 84 of Gencnl‘,
VJC\ ‘/ LT . [ O

02 T K
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And 1f the aBove medlum upon 3, 30,4861
bé taken as the amount annually {upplied
by the terrrtory to the commerce; the latter
ouight moreover to be charged with a fourth
of 203,6 58 1 (in p 82) incurred for mtereﬂ:

on the bllls drawn for transfermmr the Indla

| bond debt durmg the fame per1od *,

41,"

Thefe differences ﬁrateﬁé{ny alter the pro-

fit and lofs account of the India and China

~1mport trade, Whlch notw1thﬁandmg, muf’t

% Tt will not efcape the attentive reader’s obfervation, -

that thefe two articles have place already in Mr. Ander-
fon’ s Revenué Statement, and that they are only here re-

moved to the comimercial department, which will create’
_ no alteratron whatever in the refult of a general view of
~ both; the only- queﬁlon being to whichof the'two they -
a&ually belong. Whereas the four years expences of

Prince of Wales’s Ifland and Fort Marlbro’, the commer-

~ cial charges for two years at Bombay, and for that of

1789-goat Bengal (with the fupphes from Bencoolen to

" China in 1787 -8, (if any), are by him, omitted alto-
gether, and by their amount affed; the ultimate refult of
the General View, : ‘

be

i 1790-91 glves a profit of -

[ 201 ]\; |

be in a train of pr()greﬁive’ improvement,
ﬁnce the fame mode of {’tatmg it, which be-
tween the years 1785 and 1790 gave a lofs
of 1 ;217,153 1. or per’ annum . £. 245,439
'482,‘163

Exhlbltmg a drﬂ'erence of per e
4 727 593

annum ; -

| And according to that adopted in-

the General View; the medxum
of four years proﬁt amounted.

£ 641,722 |

onlyto —-— .

Improvement the year followmg £ 8 5,8 7 1

This 'alt‘erati-on' for' the Better muft be

‘h1ghly fatlsfa&ory to the’ Propnetors, and

beneﬁts derrved from the prefent fyﬁem of

management., | o
It does not yet, however, by any means
| o3 come
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~come "-ix'p‘i‘to*'fth.c"proﬁ't‘which ‘ought to ‘be

expe&ed from a concern of fuch rifk and ca-

[203]

It is taken for granted ‘that all the com-

mercial * charges not added to the i 1nv01ces, ,

pital. - The- Tndia trade; - partlcularly, ftill and the fupphes to Ch.ma from Indla, |

appears: to.be »unproduéh.ve 5 in examining [ which appear in the Appendlx, No. 6 of the

which, ‘the ‘period of Mr. Anderfon’s ftate- - General View; are included in the fum of
§ '

ment,’ and h1s own materlals, W111 aﬁ"md a
demonﬁratlon of thls fa& 1f it be allowed to
add only what he appears to have left out

of the calculatlon. o

T SN
= v

In page 86 ‘of the General

View. -four}?ears Indian importsare

- ftated to have v1elded a proﬁt upon.

the fale of goods between 1787

and 1791 # (7,966,715 L. ) of £ 406,487

It
;. *The goodsunfold 1ft March, el
T 79 I, amounted to more than on

medrum of two years follow-—

7,560,2 331 ftated = as- their. ‘*-prime “coft,

and feveral’ charges of frelght cuftoms,

&C. e

~ What alone appear to have been ormtted

| mu{’c here be fupphed v1z.

Commcrc1a1 charges at Bombay,

for the year 1786 7, On a

37‘, 3,00'

ing, willamountto - Crs.

* By this it fhould feem as if the profit on the goods un-_
1old a.moummg in value to 4,343,031 1. had been anti-
Jcrpated and therefore that five years proﬁts have been‘ .
*included in the four years ﬁatement SICERTES R

11t March, 1787, by (-87.) - £
.7 Chargeable: for the ‘Hough-

ton’s cargo, tea, &e¢. Short Efti- e
maz‘e of India and China cargoes/,. 1,060,1 5[ -

. T>;5"4\5"39.5

Add difference of frelght more O 4 B The
' 7‘{‘9‘,‘”{‘?‘1‘ than charged, A1b1d v 480,034 R
Linemi sl A R R . [ I,540,I75 , \
ST A By
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N "The fame for 1789 go 37,300

\/Iadrasfor 1789 90 : l~9,6414‘. o

| Dedu@ed from the above £

Leaves a profit, by this account

[ 204 ]
Brought forward Crs. 37,300 o

Gurnent ‘Tupees 204,241 *orj: 2@,424 |
And intereft paid in England on
;.pa-rt» of the India deb_t- ;t,.ranf-_r

- ferred  — — L

224,082

of ~ — = 4 182,400

vvvvv

Or, per anﬁuin; QT N -—- - ",(,.".414}5,-600

1f thls ifade be .fupp‘c\)'fé’c“l‘iiable to any

-+ confiderable: part of the 'diﬁ"e’r’en(te-f'in charges
merchandlfe (p-82,.33 5,180 L. ) """ r'to ‘the
| expences at . Bencoolen and P,rmce of

'»";‘f»';\VaIes s Iﬂand the balance wxll appear on

the,;f

263,658

A o

- branch of-trade.'

. agamnft the revenues of India.

.'neral‘Vze‘w., A

for ;zyv.;thm 163,900 L.

L o205 ]

“the contrary fide of the: account, ‘and’the
“Indian mports exhibit a lofs; inftead of pro-
fit, for the- period comprehendcd in the Ge-

I3
P

.:».,I:I,?hs: f;@ﬁ?m from England t?'ﬁilé;i’i@éffer

as yet no counterbalance to this. lofing

.The amount of good‘s '-and ,

‘ftores,.p. 83, 2,252,931 . is not accounted |

of the :prime eoft;
wwbich fum 1s tberq.fare_ made ;gp by a_-c/aarge

- As .accounts

--are 'wanting for: afcertammg whether a gam
~or-a lofs has accrued . upon it, the reader

for.the prefent muft. be left to form his ewn

calculatlon. Hereafter they may be ex-

pe&ed to be fo ftated from. abroad as will

ienable him to dlﬁmgm{h the ftores fm'n
the: mcrchandlfe, and the proﬁt or Tofs: upon
bOth. : | ' E

‘But admitting the exports-to-afford inei-
' | ther




'.45,600 L. per annum *

.4
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;ther one nor. the other, and taking the im-~

| fports to have’ y1elded the above average of

,-this trade Wlll have

afforded but a very trrﬁmg + ¢ refource for

“ }paymg off the heavy load of debts with
« whrch the Company 1s ‘already incum-
¢ bered,”
ferted that, in eftimating the value of i,
R T fre{h exchange ought to be ﬁxed
e upon, and the trade ‘carried on upon a

« yery different plan to that on which it

‘and- juftifies - what has been af-

“4¢ has been hitherto conduéed,” before any

permanent agreement can fafcly be made by

“the Company for tranfmitting the furplus

‘revenues on account of the government of

}Great Butam., .

* Fortunately, though upwards of thrrty cargoes have

' been 1mported no one fhip has been loft, homeward-

bound, for fome 'years. The mfurance is  confidered
four per cent. For other rifks to whxch this trade is li-

able, fee Short Rewiew, p- 15.

Jy Short Revxew,p 19 1Ibld9 9

It
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It feems equally nece{Tary that the fund.

for carrymg on this commerce fhould be

~increafed ' for . if in time of ;peace,;and ;m- N
cumbered only with the debt of the laft

‘Carnatic war, the revenues have been able

to afford no more than aloan of 807,712 L.

per annum to the commerce for paying the

transferred debt, whenever the expences of

the Myfore invafion come to be made up,

which” intelligent people abroad have efti-

‘mated at ten millions ﬁexhng, it may Juitly

be apprehended that the mtereﬂ: alone, at 8

"per cent. 800,000l per annum, payable
‘abroad, will ‘abforb all the furplus hitherto

“applied tomveﬁment and will leave moft

‘of the returning: fhlps to be- laden by pnvate

' advent‘urers only

% The eftimate of Bengal refources for 1791-2, f’cates

an expedted deficiency * at the end of * this year ‘of
'3,652,2521 including certificates, and loans at 12 per

cent, intereft, together with a fum of 06( oool for the
purpofe of inveftment home. RERTEE

This

S
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This pomt vvlll doubtlefs have obtained
the early attention of the’ Court of Dlreﬂ:ors,

~-into Whofe '1mmedlate provmce it falls, and

of the Board of Comrmﬁione-rs, who have
Iately beén induced to confider the 'depart-
ment of ‘commerce, equally with the reve-

nueQ, entltled to theu' moﬁ femous confi-

deratxon. R

The pubhc,atmn of Mr Andetfon CY Gem:a
‘cz[ View. af the Afmm of the Company, has

undoubtedly refuted the idea of a lofs hav-

iog accrued altogether upon the trade with
"Iﬁdia and,China, greatly to the fatisfaction
.of the Wmter of the Sbart Review .of it, and
to the. proprtetors at large. It has more-
over rendered fome parts-of -the precedmg
Stn&ures mapphcable and unneceﬂ'ary ; but
as - the work had been. fent to-the prefs be-

fore his clear and comprehenﬁve f‘tatement ,

[ 209 ; 1

in this fome ufeful hints and obfervations,

~ the book is offered to him.and Ato.the publlic,,

with all its imperfections.

Admtttmg, therefore, w1th a few referva— e

tions, the merit, and, in general the accu= .

racy of that perforrnance, the.writer, of this .

congratulates himfelf, as an md1v1dual pro-

 prietor, in the beneﬁc1al effects of his firft

eflay, which feems to have occafioned the

_produétlon of almoft every account therein

‘called for ; and to have tended in a confi-
derable degree to furnifh the pubhc and the

proprietary with moft of the materials requi-

fite for governing their judgment of the

comparative benefits to be expected from
‘continuing or abolithing the monopoly of
the trnde; and, at_s a citizen, upon having
obtained the ends he had propofed to himfelf
in thefe publications ; and having been. in
fome meafure inﬁrumental in calling forth

| . tha
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t}iaf\-ébie i'rxireﬁigatioﬁ' “of .the whole Indian
: :fy'f’c’em ~ thch 18 noﬁrf admitted to hdve been
abfolutely neceffary for enabling the. pubhc.
-to form any juft opinion of the’ meaiures
 intended to be hereafter adopted for con-

Idué’tmg the mac‘mnery of Eaft TIndian-

‘government and haﬁern commerce to thc

R advantzg@ of the ﬁate of Great Br1tam,

st e e - O UG S
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