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EN a pamphlet entlitled, ¢ Addrefs to the Landlords and
B < Tenants of Scotland upon the Irith Refolutions,’ print-

ed a few days ago, 1 pointed out to you the mifchicfs which

thefe refolutions; if paffed into laws, '.Wdulld have upon the
Diftilleries of Scotland. ~ Since that time, the report fo the
Houfe of Commons of the Englith -‘COmmifﬁone‘rsj of Ex-
cifg, upon the effeéts of thefe ré_folutions; 'is come " to

Scotland. In pages oth and 10th, are to be found that

part of the report which relates to Britith fpirits‘.‘ - It runs

verbatim as follows :

\

¢ BRITISH

AT M A




VBRITISH SPIRITS.

¢In refpe& to Bﬂtlfh fpmts, feehng ourfelves unequal

< properly to comprehend the full eff'e&s of the refolutlons,

¢ wewill only endeavour to repref'ent to the committee fuch

¢ facts and circumftances as- may lead them to deliberate, -

¢ accordxng to their wifdom, on a point, where the interefts

- ¢ of a very produdtive revenue are effentially concerned.

¢ By the fifth refqutlon, it is propofed That the Manu-
¢ faftures of Ireland thall, upon impor tation here, be char-
¢ ged.with a duty (over and above the eftablithed impost

¢ duty) equal to the mland duty, _payable here on the like
¢ manufa&ures. '

s By this provifion, we apprehend, that Irith fpirits, of"

¢ whatever denommanon they be, Whether raw,. reltified,. |

5 or compounded whether drawn from one material or

s another, W1ll be-. admxﬁible upon fuch rates of . duty re-

¢ fpellively, as are'now chargeable on the feveral kinds of
¢ Britifh fpirits,. - . ..

L6 Thefe, computed according’ to the chzu ge- on the Wafh’ :
4 by the a& of the Iaﬁ feﬁion, are as follow :

¢ From

N

(s
o From malt, ‘cofn, &c. two fhillings and one penny

¢ per gollon; ,

¢ From cyder or perry, two {hﬂhngs and twopence halfm

¢ penny per gallon. o

i

¢ From molaﬁ'es, ‘&e. two fhllhngs and enghtpence three

¢ f'u‘thmgs per gallon

¢ F1 orh: forexgn wine, S four ﬂullmgs and twopence

¢ per gallon

¢ But-the excife duties upon foreign fpirits, exclufive of

* what is paid to the cuﬁoms;"afnount,‘ as we have before

¢ fated, t6 elght thillings - and mnepence three farthmgs :

K per gallon more, as the committee will percelve, thart
¢ doublevthe higheft, or than four tunes the toweft of the

¢ duties with’ which Britifh fpirits are” chargeable.  And |

-~

how far the fpirits of Irelahd may differ from the fo-

¢ reign,.or how far we fhall ever Be able fo to afcertain

¢ that difference, ‘as to prevent one being ir’npoi‘t'éd under

- ¢ the name of the othel, is a queﬁlon, we fear, of greai

¢ uncertamty ~And we think it xncumbent upon us to
very incompetent to fuggeﬂ are made for its pr oteéhon,

$ fentxally aﬁ'e&ed >
" ~ This

own, that, unlefs fuch laWs and regulatlons as. we are

one of - the moft produ&xve dutzes of excife may be e{i -
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This report very juftly obferves, that Irith fpirits are to

be 1mported whether raw, reéhﬁed or compounded and

whethex drawn from one material or another

;vaér, the Trifh will underfell the Scots, and, indeed, alfo

the Englith {pirits, in the following rel‘pe&s, It they draw
them from molaffes, they will have the molaflés cheaper

than us, becaufe they can make the dutles. on yfnga_lj’s as _low |

as they plea{'e. If they draw them from cyder, thej pay
no duties on the cyder, as the Englifh do,- Nay, they may
draw them frmn potatoes, orany thing. 'l;hey awill Jmport
Cheap foreign fpirits from foreign parts, at a low kdnty,: or
bring ¢ them from England and, by gettmg the. Enghfh dr aw-
backs, as xs provxded for. m refolutlon .2d, :pay 3 no dutyp

Thefe they will mix with then‘ own fpirits. . While thefe

~mixed {pirits are in t.hc.xr fimple ﬁatq, it may, by the arts

of chymifiry, ibe made almoft i.mpoﬂible.‘to perceive t,he

mixture of foreign fpirits in them, and, in their re@ified | :

- and co.mpounded {late, al)folutely ixnpoﬂllple, ~ All thefe,

therefore, they will call Irifh fpmts T he fallacy cannot

~be detected ; and, though nme—tenths, or. nineteen-twen-

tleths, of their contents may be forelgn fpmts, they will

' enter them at the low duty of Brmfh fpmts, inftead of the

- hlgl; dut_xes ‘,of, forelgn {pirits ; that-is to fay, at one fourth

of the duties they ought to pay. The Conrt of Exchéquer

in. S.cotla’nd. will be no longer tronl)led with trials of bran-

dies from F1ance, Holland Gottenburg, or North Faro.
: ' They

(1)

They will be all fairly 'entered from Ireland. If thié res’ |

port of the Enghfh Commlﬁioners does not open the eyes

of the Landlords, the Tenants, and the Dlﬁlllers of Scot-
* land, they rhuft: be blind ag'moles, or Ihut them wxllmgly
agamﬁ the light: of the fun. -

What conﬁdence you can put in the wxfdom of thefere-

‘folutions, or of thofe who defend them, you may gather

from the following circumftance. By re{'olutxon 2d, itis

prov:ded U That all dntles orxgmally pald on importation,

¢ into either country refpeéhvely, {hall be fully drawn backy

¢ on. exportation to the other.” In confequence of thxs, fo-

- « relgn fpxrlts drunk in: England pay a ’monﬂ:rous duty 5 but

fent from England to Ireland are. by the refolutlons fo
draw back the- duty, to the pre_judlce of the Engh{h Reve- |
nue, and thus pay no duty at all The plain language of
, 'Whlch 1s, that the people of England are out of their re-

‘venue, to pay the people of Ireland for drmkmg Frenchr

Brandy

On thxs abfurdlty, the report of the Engllfh commzﬁiom '

els of excxfe make the followmg obfervanon

€ And here we are to obferve, that the concludmg part

¢ of the fecond refolutxon {’cates, ¢ That all duties orxgl-a .‘

“« nally ipaid on 1mportat10n mto elther country refpe&we—

s ly, ihall be fully drawn back on- exportatxon to the o

4] ther _.
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« ther 5> which Provifion, extendmg to commodities of e«
< very kmd includes forelgn rum, ‘brandy, and every 0«
¢ ther fpec1es of ﬁrong water, imported into and exported
¢ from both kmgdoms. ‘We have already obferved, that
¢ the liquors above mentioned are charged with heavy ex-

¢ cife duties upon 1mportatlon, and that no part of the

¢ fame can be drawn back on’ exportatxon.

o
’

¢ Thefe duties produce an annual revenue to govern.. -

¢ ment, of about two hundred and forty thoufand pounds

"¢ upon an average.—-Thxs refolutxon, therefore, if carried

¢ into execuuon, will give a drawback of thefe duties which
¢ the prefent laws do not allow 5 and-we fubrmt, that the

¢ 4exc1fe revenue may hereby be matenally affeCted, Whlch'

¢ we apprehend it to be our duty to explam.

‘They then advert to the dangers to. be found from'

"fmugglmg, and conclude Wlth thefe words T -

¢ The 1mporte1 of l'pmts, whether into England or Ire-
land after recelvmg his- drawback, may range the whole ’

coa{’c of Great Brltam Wlthout l‘lﬂ{ of forfeiture.~He has

€ regular clearances, and the hovermg laws w1ll, in that

. cafe, aff'ord little proteéhon to the revenue.

-

It is natural for all men, and partlcularly Scotfmen, to

. have a prejudxce in favour of whatever ‘comes ' from- Go=

vernmen&:

ey |

ledge than 1nd1v1duals.

{ 9

vernihent in matters of commerce and finance, becaufe

G'overnment have better accefs to information and know—

But conﬁdence muft have its
bounds. The refolutlons, fo far as they relate to the fingle
amcle of Spirits; do three mifchiefs at one Pcroke. 1%

They encourage the manufalture of France, from wherice

forcign {pirits mofily come. 2dly, They difcourage the
/manufaé’cur‘ingk and landed intereft' of Britain, by hurting
 the diftilleries.

’Brltam in two refpe&s ; for, I/i, ‘they lower the produce
of the excife, when they hurt the difiilleries: and, ﬂext,
They leflen the produce of the cuftoms, when they make a
prefent of the drawbacks upon forelgn fpitits to the Irith,
without any one reafon to induce them to do fo..

Wife Statefmen, inftead of t’ruﬁing to private inforrna-a

tion3 or to their own prluate opinion, confult the public'

' boards of cuftoms and excife on gr eat arrangements of re«

venue and commerce. Did the ng s Minifters do fo up=

on the prefent occafion ? 'We never heard that they alked

the opinions of the boards in Scotland Did they confult

the board of excife in England, in framing or confentmg

to the Irifh Refolut_mns, with regard to the regulatlon of

the—diﬁilleries ? That board, which; in their. report, have

declared that both the 1mportat10n of Irith fpmts to Britain,

and the exportation ‘of forelgn fpirits from England to’

Ireland; favoured, nay, rewarded with the drawbacks,

will matemally afl'eél: the revenue under their care

And, lz_z/z’{y, "They impai* the revenue of B

i
[
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