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. FREEHOLDERS

COUNTY OF ESSEX.

GENTLhMEN,

THE mtroductmn of the bill in the session _]ust
closed for reguldtmg the forelgn trade of corn,
havmg exciteda strong interest in. the publsc mind;

and havmg myself taken an actlve and dec;ded
part upon the subject T am anxious to com-
municate to you, through every p0531ble ‘channel,

my sentlments upon that 1mportant quesuon.'
I am still more desu'ous s0 to do, on account
of the total mlsapprehensmn of the eubje(:t which
generally prevalls, and the arts which have been

'made use of to mxsledd the publlc Judgment,

b .; — " o " \, A Q
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Whenever our feelings are deeply interested,
our understandings are mare liable to be led
astray,. but if the facts of this case were fairly
placed before the view of the people, S0 as to
induce a calm and deliberate enquiry; Iam con-
vinced that the strong sense and discretion which
so -generally marks their conduct, would predo-
minate in the present instance, and the first
impression, arising very naturally from a superfi-

cial view of the. quesuon, would be completely

removed. - e

In describing to you my oplmon upon this
subjeet, .and explammg its various consequences,
I must-beg. you to remember that the Corn Bill
was solely apphcab]e to the forezgn trade, which

has been at all times - subJect to some regula-.
These have vaned materral‘y at dnﬂ"erent‘

nons. .

'penods of our history ¢ ‘at one time: prohlbltmg
by hwh dutles the unportatlon of forelgn corn

and encouracrmg the export of our ‘own; at

another restrxctmg exports, “and glvmg compa-»

rative facﬂlty to 1mports. The questlon has
been, and stlll 185, To what extent these redula-
tions should be camed ‘and how far it is wise
to trust.to forezgn corn, .or rely upon our own
produee? - There are persona, indeed, who ima=
gine t that we have not the ‘means o’f growing corn
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enough for our consumption ; but when we con-
sider,. that in Great Britain there are not. less than

20,000,000 % acres of nnculuvated waste lands,
-and that one bnshel encrease per ' acre; of those
lands, - annually apphed to the growth of bread
corn, supposing . them to be only 10,0 00,0001‘,
,'wou‘d amount. to more than the ayerage im- -
:portatton of the last ten: years, their fears, 1
think, must Vdnlsh entn'ely I have no douht that
we, have the means of supportmg douhle or, treble
our present populatlon ) and that the only cause of

the deficiency of our own growth has been the at-

traction of a larger proportxon of capxtal to manu—

factures than agnculture. In late years an

* A Commlttee of the Board of Agrlculture, m the year'

1795, - drew up an decount of ‘the waste lands in England
‘Wales, and Scotland, it was_ founded upon the~ county re-

ports, ineasurement of ‘certain maps, and other more gene-
ral information, and the reeult was as follows SN
‘England -« - 7 6,250,470

C Wales =© e et ol 1629807
B SCPﬂand e e 14,218,924
Sl T 59,107,001

Excluswe of- 640 000 acxes of rock and sand. . .
\xo a.ccount 15 hele taken of wastQ lands in Ireland

. 1~ Result of varxous_ ealcnlat;gns Vlde Appendlx, No. 1.
"The total amount:of acres in England. only,. as.detailed
in the returns to Pa,rhament of the poor. rates, drayn up un-

“der thei mspec‘non -of the nght Hon=6: Rose, is- 375 334,400,
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| encreaSed share of caprtal ‘has,  indeed, "been diz -

'rected to agnculture, ‘and the éxtension’ and
improveinent of our cultivation has been l'dpld in
consequence.' Our present abundance is a proof
of it; and even m the years 1811 and 1812,
hough the piice was certamly very  high,
we were not indébted to forergn countries for
any part of our consumptron. -Our exports
in those two years exceeded our unports to
vthe amount of 600,000 quarters of corn) and
B 74, 266 cwt. of ﬂour*' and if it is said that the
'fcorn was exported to feed our ‘own’ populatlon
ahroad, 1t must also be’ remémbered that we had
the waste of wat to conteid with,” and prohably
‘an - equal number . of forergners, including: pri-
‘éoners, in this country to maintain.: - In the year
1813 the accounts are 1mperfect, n’ consequence

* Total exports and 1mpox ts of the years 1811 and 1812,
~ taken from: accounts. laid before the House of Commons.

PN WA S

© [Corn and |Mealand| pi.o vOfﬁcial
Grain. Flour 1. * “Value.

1. .Qrs. . Cwts. .C_wtjs." ,-£
Total Exports - 1,‘115,”934 259,885 | 116,213 | 3,077,819
- Imports - 615,649 | 85 ,6,19 208 127 |.2,335,192

Balance Exports 600,’2’63 ‘174,266 91 914 | .. 742,627

T ‘Balance e
o Mmports|
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of the tlestruetlonof ‘the’ Custom House §but m
the quarter. endmg Aprrl 5thy 1814, our exports,
Bratish and jm eign, of c corn and gram, haVe ex-
ceedecl our l*mports by 86; 918" quarters,’ “and our
exports ‘of meal and’ ﬂour have exceeded our im-

vports by (‘7,200 cwt.. the account of the ast

quarter to July 5th s not yet commie in.
Convmced of” our ahlltty, at: all trmes,_to
grow -corn enough “fof “our’ own consumptton,

1" ‘have" always ‘entertained ‘a decisive opmron

that it s our znterest, mcludmg of course that
of’ the cansume: as Well as- the ° grower, to throw
off aly dependence upon’” foreign ountrzes, ancl

if possrble rather make them’ trlbutary to' us, as

they were ‘for the first srxty years of- the last centu-
ry It xs, m my oplnron, not only our mterest,
but our duti Y to provrcle from our own soil the
means of subsrstence for Qur own pOpulatlon it
is mdlspensrble to” our polrtlcal mdependence,
and to the maintenance of our power and ‘rank
amongst ‘the’ nations of the ‘world.” Tt“has al-
ways appeared to meé that a great natron should
A %rr'*'ln:theﬁ ﬁl"s'\t thirty yé%lrs ”6?" _thé Tast eentury:the,earqess of
onr-ammial gupores Was puan average 345,392 «paarters and.
the average market price of wheat at home was 36s. 6d.

 Inthe next thlrty years the exce.s‘s of. eapor £s was 642 182

quarters, ancl the prlce ‘at home on]y 305 S
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be. independent for its food, as an individual
ought ta be for hlS hvel\hood, and should neither
_beg nor borrow of its nelghbours.

In the ﬁrst place, et us recallect, that whllst
‘w_e,, are so anxious to. have Joreign corn, the
people of those countries from whence it is to
be drawn .may he equally desirous io keep it for
their own use ;. in the next place, their govern-
~ments may not choose to let it come, they may
prevent it, for various reasons; if at war, to injure

us, or.they. may stop.it to p]eaae thetr own people, :

or_they may, in proportion to our wants, levy
duties upon, the exportatlon of it; and we have

had ev1dence before the. Commlttee of the House :
of Commons, that such. has been usually the

practlce. The Prussmn Government, I am told,

at one time levied a duty as high as forty per
cent. upon: the export ;. and [ sub_]om a copy of
a decree of ‘that State*, by which it will ‘appear
the above-mentloned obJects are always kept in
view, and at that time the duty imposed was
nearly seventeen per cent. . In Frauce, the
export of corn has been recently prohibited ;

and I am . informed by. persons just arrived

from thence, ‘that such was:the. rising.clamour

* VldeAPPendlx, N_o?fl",; :~  :: ; i

s

of the people. against exportation; - that'the mer-
chants would hardly-have dared to hold large.
stocks - for -exportation, even if} the: perrfiis"i
sion to export-had not been withdrawn. . Ame-
rica, we know, at one time, withheld altogether
her corn; on- account of a.quarrel’ with : this
country. - We ourselves exerted every effort to
prevent corn gettmg to France, when she ‘was

sour hlstor.y, Wh.tn we annually grew.and ex-ported

a- surplus  produce of nearly- 600,000 : quarters,

‘we at once stopped it upon the:‘apparént wants

we at that time- felt. = How vain, "how ® fatal
may it then be to rely upon: foreign countnes,

which, from so:many various causes, may be in=

duced to ‘withhold: their supphes. when we stand
most inneed of them, -« @ = o i

- The largest quantity of grain of all sorts: we
have ever. drawn from foerelgn countries - in‘one
year, has been about 2,400,000 quarters ;- and
this we- extracted by the- great price: we paid
for ity amounting in that year to £10,149;000.
Between  the ; years '1796-5‘ea'nd' 1803 4‘w'e‘::paid‘
#£2,826,947.  for bounties vipon the importation
of corn, exclusive of the price of the corn: itself,
which cost us #£30,339,322. and was probably
all remitted in ‘specie: : Upon-an average of ‘thé

-



10

Jast eight ror tep years we haveimported:annitally
about: a million. of quarters-of -all sorts .of grain,
which:: I really believe; . ‘notwithstanding - the
-n.,umber of guireas it may have cost us,:1s: mot
much . more :than- a- fortieth :part of ‘our con-
sumption ¥, - Reverting again to.the: observa-
tion.before made,; it is evident one single bushel
per acre added to.or:. subtracted from. the: pro-

‘duce of ten million of acres; being the number
'on :which about forty million of quarters:of grain
are eupposed ‘to:be grawn, .would.make:a differs

enceof more; than our average:importation, and

iwao bushels per acre ‘would ‘equal the largest im=-

portiof any one year.: | The effect; therefore, that

must’ arise from a wvery slight: improvement ‘or

deterioration of our own cultivation, will make a
greater difference in the 'aggre)gate amount of our
annual supply of food, than the whole quantity
we -have-hitherto drawn from foreign countries.

You are ip*‘;general well. acquainted with the dif-

ference between the produce of the same farm,
when cultivated in a: spirited and judicious, or
a'sparing and slovenly: manner ; it is hardly cre-
dible to those who  have no practical knowledge

k’df ~agticulture. © If T was to say one quarter per

aére, instead of oné -or two bushels, 1 should
be still within the ‘mark ; and if it was ipossible;

* Vide Appendix, No. 2.
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by the introduction of foreign corn at this timé,
in - aildition to our own ‘abundance, to keep ‘the
price” down for' two or ‘three yeirs below that
which W1ll remutierate the farmer under the p‘re-

‘sent amiount 'of his’ charg ges, a miserable sparing

cultivation kuld ensue, and a consequent rapxd
diminution of  our own. growth many farmers
would be under-a neCesmty of curtailing every

‘posmble expendntufe; ‘some would chuse to’ ‘do
ity or lay down'a part of their lands to pasture 3

all would be as" economlcal as they ‘could,’ and
the -declension’ of 'produce would from these
clrcumstances combmed be so great, that ‘in

@ Very -short - tlme, comparatlvely, we should

have corn’as’ ‘déar as it hds been dunng these last
few years, - The' people of this country ‘will do
well to- "consider, ‘that they are indebted “solély
to- the froits of British and" Insh * - agncu]ture,
that" the pnce of corn ‘is 'so low as it is'at
present. It is not the quantlty that can " e
drawn from forezan natlons 't’nat ‘can’ keep the

7

* In five y‘éars, ’ehdihg‘ 1793: 'fhé official value
of corn 1mported into Great Brltam from . -
Ireland was - . =. - = - < £1809, 650

Tn'five'years, ending 1812, it has amounted to - £7,259,136 '

and that quannty is ca.pable of bemg*stlll further mcreaseﬁ

to an immense extent. - PR v ¥
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price down for any. Zength of time ;. that. quantity
must. ever be small in . proportion to our:aggre-
gate consumption, and .the price will. be. go-
verned accordingly. - It never was, I believe; in
.any one year much more than a ‘twentieth part,
and in, qeneral not above a fortleth or five and

}hlrtxeth at most*, Suppose ht'hat :-by uymfor,mlyh

encouraging the mtroduction of foreign:corn, it
should " amount annuall y to a-twentieth part,
which perhapb 1s possible, it surely mast be evi-

.‘dent that the -price of one twentieth: would sull 2

fbe govemed by that of the other nineteen ; -if the
British farmers, . in: consequence . of - the heavy

charges upon agriculture in this country, cannot.

grow. it under a certain price, the:nineteen-parts

must be paid for at such a rate as will induce them

to: contmue its cu]tlvatlon, and the remammg
twen‘ueth mevxtably will :come up.to.that rate,
whatever 1t may be. : The facti 18, the Bmtlsh de-
vmand genera“v governs the price in-those coun-
tries from whence we- draw aur prmc1pal sup-
plies, Wthh by a comparison of their prices
and ours, might be sansfactorxly proved 1‘

* Vlde Appendxx, No. .

+ Prlces of best wheat in Dantzxg in the years 1800 1801
1302, 1803, 1804, per -lastiof .10§ quarters, ‘and: of Brltlsh
“whea per quarter, at the same periods.. .-~ 7ol
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- Upon ‘the whole, I° think 1t is* not probablé
that we shall draw more corn from forelgn couns
tries than we have done, on the’ average of thé
last ten years; at the same time, there are cer-
tainly circumstances which; concurring together,
and in themselvea ot very extraordmary, .ng/zt
indace a- ore extensive importation. A very
abundant “crop throughout Europe, and - a large

~ supply from America coming in ]1kew1$e, would
-throw; unless prohibited by law; a vast quantity of

grain into ‘our markets, however low the price of
British corn might be.  Poland, and some other
countries bordering:on the Baltic, generally grow
4 surplus of "wheat for exportation, and in*'stch

“case would have a superfluity that  maust be got

rid ‘of ‘at any rate. ~Here is the danger to the
growers of corn in this country, that the foreign
supply may be overpowering, when 7ot wanted ;
and to the consumers; -that it may not be forth

Prices in Dantzig. . N

e Florms - E s d
1800 July - « 1,050 - - - - 513 7
1801 July = =.1,030 -2 -2 518 3

© 1802 July - - 760 - - - 2B 7 5
1803 July - - 630 - -2 - 2716 6
1804 Jnly - - -550.- - - - 3.0 0 -

At thla time the prlce of vvheat at Dantezlﬂ 1s not above 380
florins the last, PR -
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commg ‘when -if is: wanted -thus dlscomagmg
and mJurmg thc, Brmsh fau mer on the one hand,

and on the other, dxsappomtmg and dlstreqsmg
thﬁ: consumer in the time of the éreatest diffi=
culty 5 increasing : also that dlstress i an mﬁmte
dexrree, by the prevxoua depression of our-own
agnculture, _ In ‘any. view of the case I can-
not. help. commg to the same conclusmn, that
in order to secure a. regular supply of corn at 3
steady and moderate price, we-must depend ex=

cluswely upon. our own mdustry and. the frmts

of our. own sonl

Let me now draw your attentlon to the ad—
vantage of havmg our food within_our.own, .

powery. and generally to the beneficial conse-
~ quences. resultmg from the prosperous. state of
our own. agrmulture. v There certainly. are no
classes. of people who-do not pamclpate in its
eﬂ'ects ; every descrlptlon of country ar nzan, the
blacksmith, collar-maker, wheelwright, carpen-
ter, and bricklayer, feel it directly:- but not only
these, . every - other deqcnptlon of tradesmien,
those of my constituents, whom I ‘am now ad-

dresmng, in all the various employments in that . .

line of life,- muqt, I am sure, concur in the trath

of what T am” now asserting; your books and
ledgérs” must -prove ‘it ‘to demonstration; and

15

even : the labourer: feels- it in. ‘the .demand fog
labour, whlch 18 the commodlty he has..to bring -
to market. - 01;1 the other hand, -if agriculture
ianouishes,rall other “trades - -and . manufactures -
partlupate in .its’ decline, - and the labourer, is
obhged perhaps: to spend. one.or two days. out of
six; in ‘hunting . after . employméent...; Qur own
corn, too --is .always . at .command,. nelther de~
peridant upon war, : jealousy of rival powers, or
‘danger,;and damage of the ‘séas,é -whilst we grow
it qurselves, we.are .also" adding ‘to  our ~actual
strength, power, and independence as a nation 3
when we draw it from ﬁm_eign cod:n’tfieS,:We are
sending -our. inohey ‘abroad . {o - cultivate their
lands; ‘encrease their population -and . their riches,
to eriable them more ‘e,ifec,tually to rival, to coms’
bat with, and distress us when' engaged in war,
‘These observations; I am- confident, when. ad-
dressed to. the good sense “of our countrymen,
cannot - fail to have theu‘ just: weight ‘with the

, people in all'ranks of life, '

- In the.examination of . thls 1mportant subject, :

u is necessary to-advert to the causes and qﬁ"e_ctsj

of the price of .corn, which indeed are equally ap=

:pl__,ijc,ab]g ‘to the price of all other articles. . Price is

certainly & just estimate of comparative plenty or.
scarcity, as itmust always be governed by the pros

portion. of supply:and demand ; but high price is
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fiot alwdys a decisive ‘proof of scarcity, nor low
price of abundance 3 high price may be the con~
sequence of diminished-value of money, by:eXces-
sive issue of’p‘apér,"or deterioration of the coin, or
-1t may be the consequence of the ‘great’ wealth of

a country combined with heavy taxation ; butit

does Dot therefore follow necessarzly that the
quantlty of: corn grown, n- proportlon tothe

‘number-of, the ‘people, ‘is smaller than 'in less

wealthy and less taxed countries. ~If the'price of
corn in France is forty shillings per-quarter, and in
England eighty shillings, and the peoplein France
earn but half.as much as in England,’their situa+
tion’ will not be better—it must so- far be only

equal. - If wheat in- England is reduced from

twenty-five pounds per load to twelve pounds ten
shillings, and labour ‘reduced from eighteen to
nine shillings a week; the quantity of corn grown
not being altered; the people are in’ exactly’ the
same situation as they.were. The difference there-
fore is not in the price, itis the abundance of food
in proportmn to- the number of mouths there
are to eat-it, which must ever be the main con-

sideration. * I do not ‘mean to say that" taxes -
and all charges upon the produce of any article

have not an inevitable tendency to -advance
the price, and sometlmes also to diminish pro-
duction ;. on the contrary, I: am “awaré they
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‘have a most- decisive efféct, because the prda

~ducers must mdemmfy themselves for ‘the pay-

‘ment of them ; and if they cannot ‘do’ 50,
some of thém w:ll give p theit trade; ‘the pro-
duce chmmlshes, and then the prlce risés, But
the encreasing Wealth of a country’ 'mdy enable
the people to pay a higher | prxce for comimodis
ties, and yet to enjoy as'large a proporuon of th

- comforts “of life as their poorer and less taxéd
_neighbours in other cotintries,” The late high
'~ prices have arisen from the- combmed effects of

all the causes ‘just énumerated ; but the" great
evil of all, and from which the- people of ‘this

country have host - suffered, ® “is the excesswe

ﬂuctualwn of pnce of the chief artlcle% of food
$0 that the pnce ‘of labour 4nd other commodmes
bas not had time to settle to the same propor-
tious, -and ‘that people in consequence have not
known How to apply their capltals and mdustry

~and regu]ate their expendume. v

- Our taxes in ‘this country have had, unquesua .

, onably, a great effect i in adva:nclmr thie prtce of all

articlés ;- if the’ tent of land has doubled iny the

last twenty ‘years, out taxes have’ neafly quadru~

pled ; they amount at present, mcludmg the war

taxes, to’ #£62, 521 ,603 : ‘the total annual charge o

for debts, payab]e in Great Bmam, mcludmg
; Lo gk :
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‘the -annual payments: to the Sinking Fund, is
£39,337 916 - There wrll be great difficulty
in brmmpg our peace estabhshment within our
B present revenue.:  We. ought: to. do.more-—we
: must take qﬂ’ our . property taa: 5 .0ur. revenue
will then bL reduced to little, more than fifty

-m1lhons a year, and even thls sum, insufficient’

_‘as 1t would be, could not possrbly be raised an-
nually, lf the mcomes of ]andxords and. tenants,
: and the pnce of all dl‘th]eS not directly connected
wrth land, were permdnently brought to a level
of what th(.y were twenty or . twenty-five. years
ago. T o L
. In the yearl792 our annual taxatlon amounted
_ only to £16,433 221. now, as Defore observed,
itis. above £62 ,000,000. It is utterly rmpossrble
l, therefore that smty or even ﬁfty millions of . taxes
can be drawn from the same, rents and incomes,
: whrch in- 1792 were only charged . Wlth sixteen
millions a year. - I doubt whether .the entlre in-

at that trme. The actual wealtsh of Lhe Umted.

. 'Emplre has no doubt vaetly encreased in the
. }ast twent;y years, but allowmg the utmost
A latltude to, the encreased means we. _possess, de~

: nved thcrefrom, I am; conﬁdent <we5hou1d only_
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quate peace establishment, if “the priCés‘of‘all

-articles “were’ permanently reduced to the'rate
_ at whicli they ‘Were at'that period. " - f

* Manyinvidious remarks have been’ made upon’

"the effect of renit on the price of corn'y and'T am
e consequence desirous 'to ‘make some observa-
~ tionssupon that' part of the subject.” Reént'is- in
- faet a share of the profits of agrlculture 3 that share_-
~ which: the landlord takes for his capltal ‘Vested'in'-

land, and as such must by degrees rise or fall ag

" the profit of agriculturerises of falls; it forms no
~doubt-an mgredleut in the natmaP price of corn,’

as the interest upon ‘the “ farmer’s’ ‘capifal of . live

- and dead stock, and all* his -other charges do,f

but it does not determine the smurket pnce “of
corn - any moré than hla other charges, whlchf

~ the recent fall of wheat, from ihlrty-srx to seveiis
" teen’ pounds ‘a Joad, abundamfy proves’: ‘consi-’
dermg, however; rent in the light of ‘a charge
“upon’ agriculture;” and ‘s ‘stichi; eventuallj ih<
'ﬂuencmg the - ‘price’ of 'cofn, ‘et U’ seé ‘to’

what extént it will’ operate ‘theéreon; "and conise-

‘,quently ‘upon “the | price of bread.” buppose an’

acre of land to produée three quarters of wheat?
whlch will inake two hundred and forty quartern’

: loaves, it will be obvmus at-once thatten shrllmgs" :
: per acre rent added or‘subtracted wxll make only“

B2
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about two farthings difference in the price of
the quartern loaf, and so on, of course; in pro-
portion. I hdve made the. ca!culatlon also on a
course of. crops, on farms differently. cultlvated

and have found in that way, that ten. shillings
an_acre  rent. will not.make more than two

farthmgs and -about seven tenths of ‘a farthing

difference n the price of ‘the loafy now let us
in Lhe same pomt of view. advert to ‘the effects

of. the malt-tav. I will suppose the bar]ey;

grown.on ;an. average to.be five quarters. per
k‘ acre, the tax on which per quartér is -thirty-four
shrllmgs and eight.pence, which multlphed by

five, amounts to &£8. 14s.3 and divided by four,:

barley bemg gfown. only once in four: years,

gives. £2, 3s. 6d. per annum. per acre for the

malt-tax alone.; I need not enumerate other

make 1t necessary ; they also certalnly operate
drrectly and indirectly to:a. great extent.. The

other. unavordable charges of farming have also

been very heavy -and must continue for a time

nearly as much so. Manual labour only; upon the.

average of Essex f'arms, 1s not less ‘than' forty
, shrlhnas an acre; to which add rates for poor,

hrglrways . church ‘and county tradesmen’s .
bills, original .purchase and expense of horses,
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and all live and dead - stock and wear and tear,

and’ interest of capxtal emp]oyed ‘all must’ be

paid to’ ‘maintainour’ ‘necessary establlshments,i
preserve our faith inviolable with the publzc cre-

ditors, - and - Keep “our tradesmen ‘and’ labourers

fully employed ‘Prices of ever) ‘thing may, and -

probdbly will, progressrvely diminish, ‘and our

taxes will aldo: diminish; but the dlmmunon

must: be oradual and they miust.all go- tocrether.
It is qulte out of ‘my power to compress‘
within the compass of:this letter” the various:

topics- and: considerations whic’h“Will'eec’ur ta
those:who have at “all reﬂected upon thrs sub-

again revert 1o the object of the’ Corn Bill,
which, T must beg you to regollect, could have 1o

“ject; but before T take my leave of § you,; T must

further influence upon the price of leorh,“thaﬁ“

by its effect on the importation of the growth of

Joreign -countries. I think ‘I have shewn you'

the dangers of plaemg too much rehance upon

such resources. Supposing they- can supply
you cheaper, the advantage must be more ‘than

~ counter-balanced by-the probabllrty of its bemg

withheld at the time best and most in-need of i it;"

and certainly if they can and do for'a time give

us corn cheaper, as it is possible they might,
in that case they would, in: the same proportion;,

P
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distress our own agriculture, :and put out of -
cultivation. our _ inferipr; lands, which would
not, pay the present expenses. of: tillage,, even
if they yeilded no rent at all to the landlord ;
and_then in, some, future war we should have
ample_ reason to.lament any momentary advans
tage from present. diminution of price. . I will
not now, enter, intg a detail of the corn laws
in the different periods of, our history; but take
the liberty of referring.you to a publication con-
taining those observations, which T made in the
~ House of Commons this year upon the question;
in which I endeavoured to give a concise view of
their, several enactments.. I.will only observe,
that under those laws, which gave. the greatest
protection. to our own ‘agriculture, -and even
_encouraged by bqun:ty‘ the gghgt’tation;_of corn,
and which laws. were,-cox\lﬁfrme‘d and settled at
the Reyolution, we had the most abundant sup-
ply at the most moderate and steady price ¥ ;
and in fact,. }cqx;usi‘:d_er;ing,t,h,e}gf\ea»t difference in
the produce of seasons, in order: to have a.suffi-
cient supply in. bad years, we ought to have a
‘surplus in good years, which surplus must be
_taken off by an ‘export, or by qonsumptioh -at

% Vide Appendix, No.3,
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home: in i distilleries, - breweries,. or’ some:other.

means, -and _partly;be kept on. in- granaries or .
stack-yards, to hake. up. the .deficiency of bad
and unproduoctive harvests. - i o i e

. T.doubt ndt,: Gentlemen, -that: some of::you,

‘whom, I :have -now. the: henour’ef addressing,
‘may-hesitate to.admit thecorrectness! bf:my:reas

soning-upon this subj ect,. and there:may be these
who perhaps imagine my’judgment is:inusome

" degree warped. by considerations. of private-inter

rest} I am -by rio:means:inclined: to:-deny-that
myiopinion may be liahle fo. such apinfluence;

* at the.same time I believe ii:is founded.uponca
- just and enlarged view of. the ge_he,ral-;iﬁtgrestséqf.

the Empiré.: As myproperty is vested in,Jand;: I
“feel,nodoubt, in-common with other] andholdets,

indiidually concerned -in .any guestion: directly
affecting the agriculture; of - the : country, -andT.
think this very circumstance most mnaturaly-and
properly calls my: immediate  attention . to. it.

"Who..can we expect:to understand or attend  to

the true interests of a particular classof people, if
thiose who belong to. it do, not? :And:how 1s 1t
possible to” separatethe interest cof: individuals

 from the interest of 4 particular:class, . or even of

the nation at large, the prdsp'erityv«.ioffwhicb.
grows out. of that. .of - the -individuals ‘who-
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compose it ? . In like manner the real interest of

all the different classes, agricultural, manufactur-
ing, ‘and commiercial, ‘depends each upon that
~of the others, nor can - one décline without soon
communicating some portion of its disease to
the::-rest.. "My aim. and object theréfore is,

to take:a liberal’ and comprehensive view of  the -

just'sand.: permanent. . interests of - -agriculture;
the promotion :of ‘which; whilst it-benefits the
owners.and: occupiers of land, ‘benefits also the

entire community. ‘Agriculture is the basis of our
national prosperity,- it has been so considered by
the: wisest 'men-in-all ages'and all countries; but -
whilstit forns that basis, it receivesin return its

support: from -the other branches of ‘industry.
Those: who grow. corn ‘must.-have customers for
it ; the;multitude at large are the customers, and
the extent of their number, and amount of their

- earnings, therefore, govern the extent and value
of the market ;: it is thus that the universal pros-

perity .of. all ‘classes is equally. essential -to the
prosperity of those engaged. in agriculture.

If T was to take a contracted view of this sub-
jecty I'am not at all sure that it might not be
more.advantageous to myself and others, whose
property is placed under similar circumstances;

to pursue a policy very different to that which
I have hitherto supported : Tam convinced the .

o et P e s £ e
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more we beceme dependent upon jforeign ‘coun-
tries, the higher in the end will be the price of
corn, though itr'might*b‘e Vdeprésse.d_for_a time..
In this county we derive advantages;"ﬁ"qmj vici=
nity to London, general wealth, and popula-
tion of ivtsi inhabitants 5 good markets; :good
q@ality: of grain, &ec. ,'tha‘tw_oul_d, I think, valto'gé_-i )

~ ther enable the landholders to sustain the ‘first . -

shock of excessive importation. . Similar advan- -
tages in other parts of the kingdom would have
the same effect ; “superior quality of soil would: -
also support through great difficulties, those who -
have the good. fortune to possess it: on ‘the
other hand,.poor farmers ‘(in,:po‘or countries, with -
a bad sample and a bad market, would be ruined. |
in great numbers, and their produce thus with-
drawn,added tothe effect of agenerally diminished
cultivation, would more than counteract in-a'very -
short time any supplies that could be extracted
from _foreign countries ; in addition to which, we =
all know how much alarm advancés price: as the
proportion of our food drawn from foreign coun-

tries encreased, those apprehensions st be more

frequent and serious, independent of the effects

~ of the actual deprivation ‘of those supplies; - that

from war and other casualties would doften occur.
These circumstances can hardly have escaped the
notice of those who. have looked into' this sub=-




ject, and expenenee has also constantly shewit
the price to be’ hwh, m pmpomon o the ‘extent
of our dcpeudence upon fol cign dorn.’ “If how=

'ever Iwere go»emed by s1tch’ vxews, 1 shonld

be - pursumg a meah and narrow pohcy, and '»
sacrificing” sécure and* leazlzmate ihterests ' to
prOJects of advamage mcompauble with theé g

neral welfare of the commumty T eamest‘v hope
1you “willt gwe a full and fair considération to this

1mportant subject. T'shall be extremety happy
to ﬁnd vour senttments comcxde wuh my own, '

‘subjeet 18 mVestigated thé ‘more that’i is hke]v )
to be- the cagse; ~ T bhave’ the hxghest respect for

your oplmon s at’ the same ‘e T know that it
is'my dity to act upon- ‘thie Best Judgment T am
able to form, w which'will ‘be’ alwavs dlrected to
“the " interest, happmess, and p\‘osperlty of the
'natmn at large ' K

) I bave the honor to be, ‘ T ‘
GFNTLEMEN, o
Wlth the hxghest respect,

H

Your falthful and obednent,

CHA RLES C WESTERN

APPENDIX.

APPENDIX No. I.v

HlS qussmn Majesty appnses the commxttee

of the merchants of Dantzig, in answer to their

representation of the_ 26th of. last month, that‘
the object of the high duty on the exportation

of wheat, is to prevent the excessive rise of the
- prices of this species of gram in the interior,

from the situation of thmgs dbroad 5 to secure
to the inland consumer, at whose expense the
corn-dealers and cultivators, would otherwxse en-. -
rich themselves, a fair p\eference over forelgners ;
and to get a fund, by means of the duty, by
which the consumer may be aided, in such places
and at such times as may be thought necessary.
To this end, and in the prospect of an even less
than moderate harvest in Prussia, the duty,

‘whzc/z must always be governed by the internal

and external sztuatzon of things, cannot at pre-
sent be lower than it is already fixed. And thé
mhabltants of Prussla. (proper) . have so much
the less reason to complain’ as, during the best
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part of the year, when in all the other provinces
the export was prohibited, they enjoyed it per-
fectly free, and carried it to such a point, that

in order to secure the interior from want and

excessive prices, the further exportation must
have been completely prohibited, if a milder re-
medy had not been found in the duty.

All the subordinate considerations respecting

- the interest of trade, mentloned by the peti-
tioners, must " giveway- to these reasons of ‘a

higher nature ; ‘and " the alteratlon, or ‘the com-

plete renuncmuon of the ‘measure: cannot takc

place.

(ngned) FRIEDRICK WILHELM .

Chm loltenbm g,
the 4t/1, August, 1800

To the Commlttee of the Merchants of Danzxg '

APPENDIX No. II

The followmg esumate of the growth of
Wheat, Barley, and Oat in the United Empire,

1s drawn out by Arthur Young Esq. I have

formed mine on the same principles ; but estix
mating. the produce of Wheat at only twenty
bushels per -dere, and considering the growth

v,
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of the other grains not to come so often in. the »

geneaal course of huabandxy, I.find a lower re-

sult, but am far from positive. that mme s thc

accurate. It wﬂl be obvmus, the larger propor-
tion of our consumptlon dmwn from our own
au‘nculture, the greater the ev1ls resultmg from
Hb deprcssmn. '

, Popuhtmn of Gxeat Br*tam N 12,596,803_.':

lf we refer to Smxth’s dwxsxon of the people :

into the consurers of Wheat, Barley, and Oats,
accordmg to ‘the population of his time, and
‘proportion’ that division to the present number

of the people, the consumers of Wheat in Eng-
land- (including a small - quantity of Rye) will
appear to be 8,500,000 each eatmg a quarter,’

per annum.

' Populatmn of hngland and \Valcs 10 791 115 }Who.:e con-

sumptxon may thus be calculated

" “Wheat consumed in l)read -  -,‘ ’,- - 8 500 000
. Consumed, riot in bread - = = -~ < - 100,000
T gsen000

\ »Deduct balance of export and 1mp01t on} o
the’ average “of 1811 'md 181‘? 187,162
' . " 8,412,838

Add for seed one-pinth .= = /- = 934]759
© Annual growth - Gl w 5:-; e 9,34'7,‘597"""*
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IF the pxoduce be 22 bushels per acre,: the
R acres employed will be 3 399,126 ; and takmg
: ’J:Wheat at onc-ﬁfth of the arable, and Barley and
Qats as oecup)mg ‘half as much iand again as
“Wheat, the acres of those two grams w1ll be

°5,008,686 ; and the produce at. 4% qua,rters

‘per.acre wnll be 92,944 lOO, and the total of

White Corn will be 32,291,697 quarters, if we
allow proportionably for the population of Scot-
;land, it will add 5,401,283 quarters. ...
. As Oats are mm,h consumed n Scotland,, and
:the amount in quarters much exceeded the con-
sumption in Wheat . per head, this-seems to be
moderate allowance._;, e T
‘ Tolal consumptlon o of Great Bntam,
37,692 980 quarters. S :
- In regard to Ireland, the authontles referrcd
to by Mr. Wakefield will not allow us to sup-
-~ pose a greater populatlon than that of five mil-
lions ; aud it is well known that the great I basis
of 1helr support is the potatoe ¢ we.must how-
ever remember, that all the higher classes, with
a ]arge proportion of the inhabitants of towns,
as well as countleb in the north of that kmgdom,
are . supported on Corn. :If all these cifcum-

stdnces permxt us. to estlmate them as equal to

L «-‘

the entire nourishment of 1% millions of persons,
and allow to each (as their eonsumptlon is both

of Wheat and. Oats, but.the latter in the far -
' greatest proportton) 18 bushels;* the total will be
3,375,000 quarters ; ‘and the grdnd total for thei
United ngdom will be 41 067,980 quarters 3
“which ‘would occupy in the: growth about '
7'--'10,000 OOO acres, : SR

i

* Smlth calculates the consumptlon of Oats at 23 bushels :
per head pe1 annum-‘-T; acz‘? on the Com. I'Qade, p 161 _




Flour, and Meal by Avelage of vae Ycals, from 1697 to 1/ 64,

APPENDIX No. 1.

A TABLE shcwmo‘ the ‘Average Prices of Middling Wheaﬂ pet
Statute Quarter, the Exports and Imports ¢ of every sort of Corny

both mclusw

The Price of

The Excess

The Excess
U oF

.. PERIODS. . | Wheatper{. cof ' =
s Statute Qre | -~ Exports. Imports.,

K=}

A s. d. Qrs.

= 5 years ending 1701| 42 8 139,866

R |6 ditto 1707 25 11 289,304
.8 di e F711]-. 49 9 | 299,367

- « Y7151 37 8| 453, 1986

G 1719 33 1 485 852"

g’ 5 1724 28 10 532, 732

?é’:":; 1729 37 7 ; 216,643

=° 1734p 25 9 468,844

35 + 1739 30 10 597,462

& <G 1744 28 7 446,378

= 1749 27 9 932,593

% 5 ditt0ceneeeneere 1754] 30 5 | 1,080,077

~ ditto.eieieennn 1759 36 2 273,805

2 5 dittouseererss . 1764t 30 7 | - 696,117

)

=¥ 465 7

Average.eeeseeel 33 3.

8 s d. Qrs.
g | Syears endm«r 176.1 43 2 223,184
é S| ditton. 1774] 47 . 9% 216,206
83 ditto..iu.. v 17791 409 290,595
s 5 ditf0iunicrrasees 1784 45 93 | eereerennns .| 185,906
g §~4 © ditt0umeeeene. 1789 43 3 | i 198,716 |
3N Aitt0urenmnreenes 17941 - 47 2 | Liviiiniereens 1 145,584 -
%-g’ 267 11

5| N

R Average Price 44 7

& per Quarter
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