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LETTER_

TO THE

AUTHOR @c

S IR
HAVE read M1. SMITH s

MzrMoIrRs . 0oF WoorL

is what a Perfon, I think, muft

_do, Who would be Mafter of that long
Chain of Facts therein exhibited ; fo as to
comprehend fully the Truths he has efta .
blithed, with his Reafoning from them.
~ Having likewife, from the reading of

'z‘bofe Memoirs, been further induced to look
into fome other Books on Trade, particularly
thofe which I have obferved to be publithed

fince the Appearance of that wery elaborate

Work ~Thence T come to be acquamted - )
| Az S wu:h”"

throughout and feveral Parts of
them oftner than once, which




- (4 )
with your Brief Efay, &cc. (in the Second
- Edition) where I find what you are pleafed
~tocall “ A'ScurmEe Jor preventing the Ex-

e portation of Wool unmanyfaétured. — A
¢ mmuch better Scheme of Prevention”,. as you
“ conceive, than that of  the Reverend

¢ Mpr. Smith, 72 his MEMOIRS oF Woor,

“ in which HE bas pleaded, &c.” In fhort,
A SCHEME fthat will anfwer Afr.the
“ ENDs  propofed by Him s and is fubjec? to

" NONE . of thofe INCONVENIENCIES 1which .

¢ Hrs 75 GENERALLY fuppofed to be at-
<< tended with” = S

_ Youallow then, I prefume, the Exp of

- His Scheme to be a good one, “becaufe the
fame with your own. And you further add,

that < for his indefatigable Labours in col-

. ledting ALL that bas beer ever faid upon
- << the Subject, and prefenting it to the Read-

*“ er in one View—for bis judicious Re-
% marks, and the Pains He bas taken in :
- *“_endeavoutring to - corret many - - popular.

¢ Errors, which bad too generally prewailed,

“ HEe  moft Juftly. . deferves the univerfal -

“ Thanks and Applaufe of bis Country.”
. Give me Leave, Sir, to animadvert a
~ little on thefe your Remarks. .

1. Inftead of e;m’vaziriﬂg fo &'o zz‘, Ithmk |

you might have freely allowed in plain

Terms, that he bad corrected many . popu-

iy lar Errorss although perhaps (which  pof-

)

o (s)
fibly you miean to fay) the People are not
Tutliciently - reclaimed “by fuch his Correcs
tions ;- either through inveterate Prejudice, or
for wantof Attention. nme
- II. Befides ‘bringing - together ‘under one

View what has been /aid by various Per-

fons, in different Interefts and Opinions,
Thofe  Memoirs - are no lefs a ColleGtion : of
‘Hiftories upon the Subje@ of Facs, as well
as Sentiments 5 and the former, many of them

- material ones; of far the moft Importance E
~tobe known. . o

L. Ifhis Remarks are, as you fay, judi-
ctous, +his Scheme methinks would not be

- very inconvenient, becaufe 44 feems to be no

~unjult Conclufion drawn from #hsfe Premif-
«fﬁS. S » Sl . ,

~_IV. Your Reprefentation of Mr. s

‘Work is not, I apprehend, altogether juft
‘and accurate, in faying that He has - pleaded

Jor the Liberty of exporting Waodl, though
under the Qualification of certain Duties and -
ReftriGtions, for hence a common Reader will

~be apt to underftand A7 to have beena di-

re&t Advocate for Waol being exported. Where-
as' (Mem. Vol. 2. p. 548,)’v'-hev_has thefs

- exprefs Words.

 But here let me not be mifurnder'i’coodg

¢ as if, becaufe ‘I blame an abfolute Probi-
““ bution in this Cafe; Tam therefore an Ad-

¢ vocate for the Exportation of Weol:” — He
“had juft before been obferving (what you
AR el S your
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| ‘-§¢urf§1f ‘ ,ét\lj‘mit) : that the' Caufe of the Runs

nage of Wool,: is the Témjbz‘dtim to it: This
%575}52‘(22‘5&” he has fuppofed - to be the Confe-

. of a Moz s+ occafioned by an
. ce of a Monopoly, . as ,ocycaﬁon,e by
ﬂel;j%?z;e Probibition inftead of (what was

" heretofore the Cafe) A Duty. An abfolute

 Probibition, he feems ,tq think,}tel}c‘lsongy }f’o
‘préjUdice the Grower in the : Pm?e of  his
" Wool, and in COI]{@CF}‘CI'}?S‘ thereof, f:co-‘pr}?_
mote the Runnage of lt.-_—-rel}nd‘ there ?ld c e
adds, ¢ was it in my. Choice, T would en-

g

< ‘deavour to - difcourage. the Exportation of

’ inaW {hould not be zmju-
¢ Wool, in a Way that fhould not b
ic ‘rz'oZ? ‘and " difeouraging to the Grower of

"« it — For which Ends having given fome
g Hefzds of aé Scheme, with the Grounds and
* Reafons of ¢, he tells his Reader, (Vol. 2.
page. £66-7.) < Thus will be compailed the

% PRine {o long fought after, of preventing
i g&n;%ﬂ}?ﬂ% ]‘_g{ﬁnna?;ge, but the Exportation

"« of Waol—Thus will be effeted (what we
e "iagn;éppbfe has all along been ultlmatel}i
& jptended and aimed ‘Aat). ‘a vconfcant‘ ful.‘
2 Market Price for iBrzz‘sz WOOZ..,--'- aﬁ
"« enlarged Woolen Manufacture, as we
< a5 ‘Woolen Exportation Trade.” - ==

Tuese He has fuppofed to be the ge-

nuine Confequences of his - Scheme. . And

conveniences to be apprehend-
* I fee no Inconveniences to. be apprel
'idf?forlxllf them .—So that_either you muft de-

ny thefz to be the Confequences, - or - fay . tha

" fome Grievange more than equivalent, would

~attend

Y

N

7y G
attend bis Soheme—IF o, it would furcly
have been better to have given the Public

fome Hints at leaft of Argument in Proof
thereof, rather. than to have pafled your Sen-

Zence in that {uperficial fummary Manner you
have done~—~But - this you did in Favour, I
prefume, to what you call your own, and

- which you affirm is a Mucu BETTER
« Scheme” of  Prevention”. To which I
thould next turn for a Moment. . = .
. Only firft, I defire to take Notice, that
you fet out; with propofing. to ReETRIEVE
the TRADE and Crep1T of Great Britain

‘as_ clfewhere you talk of our CommercE

contining to languifb.  This is indeed the

- Language of many Writers befides your felf,

upon the “fame - Subject ;. and partlcularly bf v’

your - admired -Author ‘of an Effay on the

~ Caufes of- the Decline of foreign Trade, &c.

‘whom you by. Miftake, I apprehend, think
to have been the late Sir. M. D. who was

) intitled /érZ.OZ{S CO{Z/ZVderﬂlLZ.aﬂs 072 fbe /é"Ué}"al
- High Duties, &c. = . T 0

. —Be thatas it _WiII; and though, és I have

“obferved, this -complaining Dialect. is not

uncommon—yet had you given due Atten-
tion and Credit -to Mr. S—zb's Memoirs,

- you might have there found. that particular

Error, among others, correfted, even in
the Perfon of your favourite Author. of - the

; . £fjay abovementioned. — An Eflay which,

you
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» ydﬁ fay; * would do Credit to any Man”;

but which, neverthelefs,, I think, " is ‘not-

" calculated either for - the Edification, or Ser-'-
" yice of -the Public : For Inftance, what
think you, after reading the Memoirs of Wool, -
“and - after what you yourfelf have faid,
.(P’age ‘19, 20.) of this pzitﬂrtx"cular;.-Paﬂage‘ ‘
" in‘ the above Effay, to name no- more >

£

The Englifb, who furnifh 'ALL: TH E

e

-« Worep with Woor, have the leaft of

s the manufacturing of it amqgg : Vther'r;{-:‘
< felves”, Page 15, 4to. Edit. - . i

- If you are not already convinced of your
 own Error, in imagining that; our Cgmmerc'gf
bas continued to langusfb 5 and that your fa-

wourite Author is likewife egregioufly mif-

_taken, not only in the Paffage T have cited,’
“but ‘in the T7#l of his Book, which takes
 for gfanted ““the “Decleyyz'an}cf our Soreige »:
" Frade, 1 defire to offer to your more mature. . -

Confideration ~what ~follows from a 'latc,x; ‘

Writer. -~ <
-« That - the Trade and Commerce of

oo :

<« this Kingdom has been increafing fince

¢ the REVOLUTION: can hardly be doubted

"« Dy any body, and that the National
¢ Cafh capital has in confequence annually -

¢ augmented fince that Period, in-a greater

<« Proportion than it did before, is: as C}eax'_ :

<« a5 Noon-day—Not to mention the Splen- -
‘< ‘dour of Buzldings, Gardens, quﬁj‘f?gmf -
g e and Juxairious . Mauner-

« pages Fumzz‘zerg, and qu;zkgous Ae ‘z‘ o

< Ranks of' People, without.a Motive, to

< of living among the Great, we appeal to
-¢“every Man’s - Obfervation, . whether the
¢ Merchant; who Dbetter knows the Valiie
¢ of Money- by the-getting of it ; and con-

“ fequently is'not:likely to run into an im-
¢ moderate Profufion “in his Expences,  did
¢ at'any Period of Time. approach '{o near

< to.a Rivalfhip of the.ancient Nobility and
~““ Gentry of the Kingdom in Splendour and
¢ Magnificence ? ' Or whether Tradefinen,

" Manufacturers, Artificers, &c. were ever

¢ better cloathed or fed; .or maintained and -

< fupported their Families in a more decent

¢ Manner than at prefent ? To'conftrue all
- <« thele into falfe Appearances, as fome do,

“ is to fuppofe a Confederacy -among all

- ¢ deceive and,impofe. upon- one another ;

“ which is as impofiible in Nature, as ridi-
¢ culous in Suppofition'; -and an Abfurdit

<« fo ‘gilé1°ing,"'.as‘._td“‘merit no Anfwer.” = .
‘There are, '1.kfiow, who notwithftand-

ing all: th@t hds been here faid, will refolve
thefe Appéarances into the’ particular Folly

- and Extravagance of the prefent Age.—But,
~ befides that,  Complaints of a growing Luxu-

1y, &c. have been a conftant Topic, as well .

as real Truth, éver fince the. Difco?ery of

| ‘the Spanifh Weft Indies; and a natoral ne-

ceffary - Confequence  of the fame. - Let us

hear Whgt ‘the abovecited - Writer bbférv¢$~

B .« Low
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L Lo Tntereft of Money, ﬂzcrcfylﬂéf Ship- .

- €

<< F.ands. in Fee, are by all political Arith-

< ping,  improved Rents, . and bigh Value of

< meticians allowed to be - infallible- Symp-

¢ tomsof the Health and Vigour of a;Na-
¢ tion.” — Confequently,  thefe are firong

- Proofs of the Trade and Riches of this
Kingdom being greatly increafed, of which,
‘if you fill entertain any Doubt, I refer you,
for' more perfe& Satisfaction, to the Cafform-

Houfe - Accounts of our Imports and Exports..

~ How improperly then do you talk of |

RETRIEVING the Trade and Credit of Grear
-Britain 2 1-will fuppofe therefore, that you
only meant to fay, INC rREASE them ; which
‘is a laudable Defire. And by what Helps

and “Contrivances ‘do you propofe to effect

this'; and more- particularly, . to pre'fueizz‘fz"be
Exportation of Wool unmanufaltured ¢ -
- You propofe, 1. ¢ To alter the Qualification
€ of Voters; and to introduce a Juft- Subordi-
5 pation among the People”. - o
11 To ere& a new. fort of - < Courts, under

%< the Title of Guardians of the Morals of the

(1)

caly for any fingle private Perfon to deter-

mine how far it is practicable, in what Junce
ture. of Circumftances to be attempted, by

- what Means, and -upon what' Terms to be
“accomplifhed ? It were furely wifer to wai
" for that great Event, before we lay down

any little Scheme’ comparatively, ~that ' poffi-

‘bly might be grafted  thereon. A Scheme
“clogged with fuch a huge Preliminary as this,
is ‘not very fit to be compared with almof}

any other.” And yours Sir, in my Opinion,
is infinitely lefs fo, on account of your firf -

Propofal, viz. To: alter the Qualification of

A mighty Revolgtion this! Do you know
a fingle Perfon of Confideration, who, how=
' ever He approve your Seztiments, -would ap-"
pear to avow the Defign, or make the Jeaft
Step towards earrying the fame into Execu-
“tion 2’ Can the wifeft in the Kingdom tell
“us what would be the Confequence of fuch'a
* Thought being entertained with a View of
~putting it in Pradtice? Or in cafe” of its fuce
- cceding, - what the Refult might be? .

B fgg—"-{:a?m':zg&of orate into one . Kingdon - Astoyour fecond Propofal, wiz.  To erecl
- LTE o ancorporate o one LIRS a new- fort of Courts,  under the [ fpecious ]

< ment, Trade and Taxes. ™ 0

" T (hall begin with- your third Propofal— -

This 'in Theory may perhaps ‘be right. I

“will not fay itis not. Many Perfons of good :

& Treland - and - Great Britain, as. 70 Parlia-

Title of Guardians of the Morals of the Ma-

nufacturing Poor—1 {uppofe it needlefs  to

“make any Remark ‘thereon, feeing that it
“is but intended in confequence of the former,
~ without which; I dare fay, your {lf will al-

.. . g-'At  ’ . . "‘__,__;, isi : C VAR & Shalbais 4 A S
judomcn hqve ,Pl‘?’?d“d\ fOI_ it.—B »U'T”;v: . ft  low, that however ‘well defigned, .and con- {
' ' : ‘ ’Ca y Cn I , B 2 R ' i;{;f«{(;(;dg S ;,d} i
T
K : ux’);
S ] g
= - e — K

!
t
<
|
1



"< nof to make it worth the Smuggler’s wbz/e 3

~and befides, every Manufacturer awould ée |

8¢

B
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| ,tuved, it ‘would be made ufe of chleﬂy for

Election Purpofes. . But. however, admitting

~ the - Purlty of . your. Intentions,: which I do
not in"the leaft queftion ; and fuppoﬁng (if
that was poffible to be fuppofed) ‘thefe your

- Propofals to be as practicable and free from

Inconveniencies, and upon the whole benefi-

cial; as you are -inclined to Imagine - ‘them ;

,~and that they were accordingly carried into
~ Execution.—What then; fo far as relates to

YouRr ScHEME for preventing z‘ée Exporm-

t1on of Wool unmanufactured 2

~In fuch Cafe, you pxopofe nezt to fet

up W’oalm and Silk Manufacocurles ‘in the
Wt Coaf’c of Eﬂglzmd and South-Weft of
Jrekmd ——-Becaufe B D RS chéow' s, as

c/oeap i Z/aofe Pczrz‘s as any . wbere in France,
¢ and would, upon the Foot qf your Propo-

: e fals e /Zzl[ much cheaper.” Secondly, In -

% that Cafe, 1t ‘would be next to tmpoffible to |
¢ rup the Wool zo France, éy Reafon that it

B 4

would bear a better Price at bome; fo as
<

‘@ find of CENTINEL THERE, z‘oprewm‘
' 2ls éezng exported unmamg/aé?zzred

- And it is, it is true, a very common thmg,

- .to hear Perfons propofing to - {upply all:De-
- fecs in the Woolen Trade, and to redrefs. all_ '
~ Complaints . on that Head, by fetting up
. Woolen . Manuﬁzé?mzes, ~in one’ Place;” and

) another,-—-as 1f z‘baz‘ Would do: the Bufinefs

Wantcd

s

1

(13)
wanted. <— But what, I p1ay, is the Thmg,
in refpect of this Part of "Trade, that. either

- is, or-at any. Tlme can be Wanted in Eng-
 land, where fo many ‘and . large: Woolen
- Manufacturies have been for fo many Ages ?
A f{ufficient Vent abroad, aﬁd Confumptlon '_
Proyide  for

of Woolen Goods. at HOME
thefe two capital Points ; and the | Manu-

fature will extend itfelf in “courfe to afl

Parz‘s of the Kmodom, Where it . thall find
it can thmve beﬁ:

%a[m Mmzzgfaé‘z’zzmes TO BE ¢refted,’ can re-
ceive from. the Public,. or ﬁom private

B Hands, will be but o much taken trom thole
-already eftablithed.- And the’ pnvate Perfons

.are always. at leerty to mdulge ‘themfelves
in Projects of  this Nature, for- the Sake of

_particular Advanta{res, yet “are they m no
o Wlfe fit Matter.of pubhc Pohcy

~Butif otherwife, whyare WoolenvManu-n

‘ fa&‘uues to  be fixed upon the Cazﬁs of all
Places, where the Inhabxtants are, eneially

fpcakmg, employed in very different Occu-

. pations,  -v7z.' Ship-Building, Nawgdz‘zm |
- Fifbing, Sale-Works, &c? And when, as
it +is” to’ be  confidered, that the sznnm |
- Part is a ver y. great Branch of Wavlen Wark,
»it -is well known that Perfons ‘concérned
-in thls Way, as MASTERS, reqmre laroe Cn- ,
‘cumference of Country, ' for giving’ out the'

raw Materml and takmg back the Yurn or

]J/Off‘ed A

Till that is done,~—or
fo far it is not, all the Encouragement that

S0 SRR el

A N e £ Bt Ao
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Worﬁed of Wthh Czrmmﬁrmce the' Haéz—‘
tation of fuch Maflers is moft properly the

Center; but for which your Propofal admits

at moft but 2 Scm1c11 cle, or half the Spacc 3

that is wanted

““Yet Laboir, you tell us, ¢ é'a c/oeczp tbere,‘

- Cand might upor: ;
<< the Foot of yom Policies; pméaél be fHIl

<« as any where in. FRANCE

”“ cbedper Play, Sir, what is it ‘that
govez ns Chl@ﬂ “the  Price of - Lzzéour any

‘where . The N umber of Hands, in p1opor-—].
anntlty of Work that is ‘wanted
‘to be done 5 and the ngntlty of Money to-
~As therefore, in
thofe Parts you _mention - (be ‘the . prefent'
Price of Labour there what it will) Work

~tion to the

be expended on chbour

- and Money fhould become more plentiful ;5
:fo would ‘the Price of Labour increafe alfo.
- You. prOJe& further, the fettmg up of’ Stlk,
cas well as < Woolen' Mamzfaé?urzes, in the
~fame Places notW1thf’candmg that the - lalz‘er
has feldom, if ‘ever, been known to keep its

‘Ground, Where the former hashappened to

prevail ;~———and for ‘this obvious Reafon,---
;»becaufe the ozie affords much better Wages to

“the Hands employed therein, than the other

‘does of: can’ do.” - London, Cam‘eréury -and,

- I think, htterly Wbrccﬁer, are Examples of

‘this Truth. ‘The fatne might likewife be

. inftanced - from ]E‘a{y, hcrctofore, and fome.

';"Palts of Frmzfe. D

* when by,

More-s o

(15) |
‘Moreover, by fixing g your: “Woolen Manu-

faGurics upon. the Coa/z’s, it would be  next
Lo impoffible, you fay,.to vun' the Woor to |
Francs .— On the Conualy, I think,.
would be fo much- the more poffible to do 1t. '
- —You know that at prefent;: zbe State looks
~ with a very. “jealous Eye'upon all. Wool
~grown and fhorn near the ‘Coafts, — that -in
fome of the maritime Parts of England it
s quJeé’c to a Refrzﬁry,——-alld that in a//

Places, within a certain Diftance of the Sea,

its Motions are by the Laws. regulated, and
“All which Precau- -
“tions are found too httle for. “the Purpofe of
- effectual Prevention.—How much lefs then,
' the  Nature - of your. Pxoje& the
- whole annuty of Wool grown, might co-
lourably enough {hape its Courfe towards the
Sea, Wlthout being. fubje& to any ' Stoppage

watched - accordingly.

or Moleﬁatlon »—This is undeniable—Only

'the Price, you fay, will {o far advance as to
~cut off in a great Meafure the Temptation to

run it : And for the reft, ¢ every. Mczmg‘m«

¢ turer THERE, will be a hind of  Centinel,
<o guard it from &emg exported unmani-.

fczﬁm'ed 2
T will grant you that the Tempz‘zztzon is the

: ,Cczzyé of -Runnage. ~ And what does  that
,",.conﬁﬁ in, but the Difference of Pnce Dbere,
 and’in - Brance, - and -other - foreign - Parts?
. 'Whlch Dgﬁermce is the Eﬁ'e&/ of a Mo;zoj)o{y,
occaﬁoned byan czéjb/m‘e Probibition s \Vl}‘l;h |

| e
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Mmiaﬁaéx your Scheme}s neither calculated -

‘to take away, or.diminith ;~— fo that the

Price of Wool here (cateris paribusy. re-
maining “the fame, the Zempration would

continue the fame alfo 3 againft which, ‘.théet
Manufaturers are  either not. fidl Proof, or
not fufficient Centinels, both Reafon tells us,

“and Experience further informs us, from fe.
- veral Inflances to be met with s particularly
in M‘Wﬂqz’m«?f‘;%ak R DL SRR

~ Thus, Sir, I think, T have thewn  that
‘there are not - only Difficulties unfurmount-
able, in the Way of your Scheme 5 but alfo,
- ncafe. thofe could be got-over, the Chance -
- of Inconveniencies from 'it, which it ‘would
not be wife to hazard.  And thefe too, with-
out any Profpect of compafling.the Thing -

" faid to be vpﬂiﬁci}aa;lly aimed at, the Preven-"
s

tion of the Owling Trade. — While" on the

‘other Hand it is to be obferved, that you not
only fall into the fame Opinion with Mr. §.
on which He chiefly : grounds: his Sebeme ;
but confirm the Truth of that ‘Opinion bya

certain Fa&. = .

~You allow, for ii,Inﬁch‘e,' that }by‘ ?‘cz%ng" |

the Price’ of Wool in Treland and England,

nearer to the Market ' Price of Europe for

that Commodity, the Temptation to Runnage
Is {o far taken away; - that no-body can.** find

e béiif - ﬁgcqgénf; “therein, or fcwll ;‘bih@ 3t
*¢ worth their While”.~——And you fay fur~ .

()

land of Wool being {muggled from thence
to France, at 50 per Cent, Advantage, 7. e.

- Jo much above the Market Price of Ireland.

And was it not, think you, as much, or
nearly {o at leaft, abovethe Market Price of
England alfo? You ‘may be : affured of it;

70 Rifk was to be run. |

This Difference of ‘Price Mr. ,' S »"Has'in ,:é. |

Mannet  proved to be the very Gaufe of the
Runnage of Wool from both Kingdoms.

‘And bow has He propofed to remove zbar
Temptation? As one and the principal

Means by fubfituting a proper Duty in the

Place of "an abfolute Probibition.. 'The Mo- -
#opoly He coriplains of being #hus taken

away, WooL, He thinks, will in courfe ad-
vance in Price ; when He fuppofes fuch a
Duty may be fixed, that the foreign Manu-

faQurer canmot afford to pay it ; nor the do-

meftic Smuggler to trade for /fs ;. as certainly
in fuch Ca‘f_eHev mui’; do, if He Would trade

at'all. - .

~Mr. S. has indéed fpfdpo‘fe}‘d}‘ ’aléng' ' fV\'/'i‘t}il _
 this, - befides fome others, a ' Premium on
- Woolen Goods exported from Great Britain;

for which perhaps in the prefent State of
Things, a Fund  would not be very eafily

found, or relithed—But I am apt o think, = .
that yras this Affair to be thoroughly fcanned,

c

ther, that you have Information from Free

T T r—

otherwife it had been fold to Eﬂglaﬂd, where |

D,
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A ScueME might be brought to bear, pret~
ty much upon Fis Plan, with a lefs, or
. pelhaps without zbat- Premium.—But if not,
Where Would be the mighty Iuconvemepcc
: of it, compaled at leaft with YourR ScHEME ;
or mdeed compaied with what HE has fup-«
pofed and nearly df‘monﬁmu,d the Grower

19y

'k“"_ propof‘c p1oper Methods‘ for preventmcr

¢ the fame for the future; - and to lay the
¢ fame before their Lordﬂnps in their [then]
¢ next Szflions or “Parliament,” -

His Majefty having ﬁcrmﬁcd his Pleafme
‘to 2he Commi ffioners, THEY accordingly at
theu appomted Time,  did. leOIt < That .

<< tHey had ¢ given pubhc Notice in the Gazerte,

fo fuﬁ'u, in the Prige of bis Wool, from | <“that they were. ready to receive any Pro-

| theprefent Mongpoly ; and the Nation i in gene- ] R ‘pofals which fhould }{)e made to th}efm on
TR . ral, ﬁom that Runnage of if, which isthé  § < this Head, from all Perfons whatfoever.— iig
- _ unavoldable Confequence of fuch Mmzopoly |« ‘That fince the Pubhcatlon of Jitch A Joere b
- =0 compzued particularly with zhat Mea- . < tifement, which was often repeated in the o
7 - fure, of ‘Expence, and Incumbrance, I had << Gazette, and other public Papers, they‘ i
L Aalmoﬁ faid, intolerable, which, for the Pre- e had bben attended by feveral Perfons; and' i
| - yention Of/ uch Runnage, the Nation, atfun- ¥ « many Schemes had been tranfmitted to them
£ - dry Times, and more efpemally not many ] ¢ from different Parts of this Kmodom, and .
- Years f ince, _entertained very fer 1ouﬂyP I | < from Ircf/mzd ‘containing various Propo-

‘ mean, a ,gmem! Reg /h y in thls Cafe; of  § < fals upon “this Subje& aad for puttmg a

¢ Stop to a Pra&tice {o ‘very- pernicious to
“ the trading Intereft of their Country.” i)

Ty tth proceeded to 1ep01t the * Sub-
ftance of thofe feveral Propofa s (the moft

% which be pleafed to take the following (hort\

' Hiftory, * from Memoirs of Wool. i
 About the Year 1731, The Lorps ad- =
. drefled his Majefty, < to dire the Commzjl

N  fioners for ‘fmde &c. to receive all fuch

« Pxopofals as fhould be la1d before them,
¢« for, pleventmc th\, permclous Praéhce of

of which centred in a Reo g1firy) adding, that
they would all of them < pr obably be attend-
“ ed with « Mt/tzp/zczz‘y of _/fccozmz‘s, befides

< other Dzjﬁ'czdz‘ves and Expence” — And
therefore offering at” the fame Time, fome
other Methods of z‘/aezr‘ own, thch they - ,
thought <liable to fewer Dlﬁ’icuhxes, but

"‘ 'mnnmg Wool, and to confider of, and

1]

o Whence WIH appea1 fome good F oundatlon for :
Enqumes heretofore, and Confultations on this Head;
‘but no fufficient Reafon fince, for 1ejeé’tmg unexammed ,

: s “all further Notices about it ; although that is pretty much : e 1o~ht IlCVCIthelefs be - Vezy Conducwe tO o L
n ;" the prefcnt E’fp‘)ﬁnon of E”gl“”d e e | € the Cure of this Guevance;” E . | B |
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3 mble Boqrd {o far as

- “ineffeGtual,
"Palhament from | the two great Cities  of

~ London and e efiminfler, Wlth fo many others,

. from different Parts. of the ngdom, as oc-
;,;;fcaﬁoned the appointing ‘a Commuttee,” which
-ended in a Refolution, ¢ that the Exporta-

o ( 20 ) -
But even - thefe Methodo of this I—Ionou-
urfued, being found

‘there followed ‘Applications to

<< tion of Wool could' not be pr evented by any

< thing lefs than a general Regiftry” — A -
Scheme for which Purpofe was the1efore or-
‘dered to be prepared by the “Lords Commif-

fioners for Trade, &c. againft the next Sei-

fions.—THEY, as already obferved, had be-
fme 1epo1ted their own Sentiments concern-
ing a Regifiry of Wool, and in Disfavour of
| t——NevmthelefS acting in Pu1fuance of Di-
" ‘recions not to be controuled, They did pre
'pnc a Sc/aeme, and laid it before the Paxha—- |

- men, Feb. 12,

1741-2, which  thoug h at
leaft as good as any other of the kind vv}nch

‘had been offered, and: perhaps as perfect as

';could be well 1magmed was found, upon a’
- nearer View, to be ina manner impracticable, -
CAnd in Reference ' to every Scheme of the
Sfame kind, Mr. S. I find; has thus expreﬁ’ed -

himfelf., © The T houghts of fo great an
<« Incumbrance, as a gemeral Regiftry for

< ool muft neceﬁ'amly be, imply a funda- -
¢ mental “/Ilﬁake in the People at large on .
¢ this- Subje& 7. e. 1deas in Regard to Engl ifb .

o fmd Irz/b WOOL, Whlch are in no wife

o ‘ 7 o« conw‘

.‘a cwyZam‘ Runnage of
put private Per fons at diftant divers. Tlmes, |

“thefe, ‘many have . heen tried,
- fruitlefs ;

felf with feeking

- C (a1)

¢ conformable to the real Truth of Things.”

(Mem. Vol. 2. P. 405.) —This He has not
only faxd but pxoved by EV1denccs mcon—-“

teftable.
. To pmceed —FEver ﬁnce the Year 1660,

‘{when the Policy of probibiting abjolutely the

- Exportation of Wool, &c. became a ftanding -

- Law of. f:bhg[dﬂd )
- have had its Seafons of- ontatlon, and Inter-

this Subject appears. to,

‘%vals of Reft ; and both the one and the other,
_always, from nearly at leaft the fame Caufes,
viz. the Probibition, has been attended with

" Wool. And that has

and the Pubhc or- Leglﬂatme 11kew1fe, upon
dev1ﬁng Ways and Means to prevent it.. Of

mam( ‘more Judged chlmencal
And Ml. S arigns it as a. Reafon for thc

Nation’s havmg fucceeded no better in thelr :
Difquifitions on this. Head, that they have

all along been takmg their Aim the contra-

1y Way; or “ looking for that at a Diftance,

¢ which 11es near at hand moﬂ: at then
<. Feet.” o

Confequently
once out of his Road havmo Weaned him.-
to regain 1t, is at length

forced to. fufpend his Wander: ings, and ex-

‘pe@c Day-Light, when it is. great, odds, but
- .that falhng to R,eﬁ he ove;{‘ecps his Time, -
,- | | - — SQ

and found

a5 a bymghted Travc]ler, ‘

I it
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~~— So feems it to have fared with this King-
‘dom, .in ’r‘efp’e‘é’c of - that -confiderable Pro-
dice, Woor. They departed from the Pat
in which ‘they had gone profperouily enough
for fevéral Hundred Years, without attain-
‘ing the promifed End of fo doing. “And for
‘Remedy of this Difappointment, appearing
“defirous to make any Experiment Whatfosycr,
rather than think of returning into the good

 old Way (which wanted only fome ,fe"(y,ch-f} o
~ parations) have periodically ‘laboured to no

Purpofe; and, " after fome Paufe, refumed

their Endeavours, and then fat down again,

; ‘where they began, ‘:(ufﬁ'cie'ntly tired, but not

 in the leaft fatisfied.——THus refts this Matter
at prefent. ——All the Stirring that attended:
- the fame for twelve or fourteen Years al-

f -m'oﬁ’{ucCeﬁiveiy,’\ as well savizhin Doors as

withour; to the Year 1742?"’“/;}_1“‘““% '-Cnd-?d
~very much, as it had often done before, in
an . Addrefs to the CROWN,- a PﬁOC_/t??ZZdZZOiZ?

“Since zhen, the Kingdom has 'rcn?aingd =
in almoft a profound Silence and Negligence
of this Subjet, to a Degree of *‘Infenﬁbxh-f |
ty, even as if they had abandoned all ‘f.arth«e}‘ |
Inclirationsof Difcourfe, Care, and Thoughts

in Reference thereto,—except that Mr. S.

 feems, about that Time, if not fomewhat

- {ooner; to have commenced his Deﬁgjn‘ of

r@viewing the ‘vs(-hole Aﬁ'air' 3 for”ﬂ in1747, 1.

- obferve

oh

obferve his - Memoirs .were publithed, and
with them after the Manner of other Writers
in the fame Way," the Heads of a Scheme of

S own annexed. e A LR e
 WHEREIN, you tell the Public, He has
¢ pleaded for a Liberty of exporting Wool,
¢ —under the Qualification, ” indeed, < of
¢ certainDuties and Reflrictions.”—Wurrg-
As He bas plainly pleaded - for thofe Duzses,
&c. with ‘a Piew, and for the Sake of
PREVENTING the Exportation . of  Wool.
What you have. faid is #rue.— But the laft .

éc

-is the wioLE T'kuTH, which makes a wide

Differerice, although you did not give your-

fef Time to obferve ‘it ; — but a Byftander

will fometimes fee more than a Perfon more
immiediately copcerned. And therefore I
defire to recommend to your zzicer and more

Da

YRS § whether a Dufy on Woor can be

| Srict Exaniin‘ation the folloxxjing -_)d?m‘:{c/es of .

o

fo fixed, as to prevent the Runnage of it; -

fince an dbfolute Probibition, itis generally
allowed, does not? T T B
,Zd{y.ﬁﬂwhcther the fame Duty that thall pre-
vent the Runnage of Woor, can be fuppofed

alfo to prevent the Exportation of it ? "

3dhy. i whether @ Scheme for thefe Emls,

any Thing like what Mr. . ‘has: given a
Sketch of, would be attended with Sfewer

- InconvenizNcEs (I won't fay than Yours

- only; |

<

T )
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only ; but) than EVERY OTHER SCHEME
~ that “has been projected, or than have been
~ experienced from an abfolite Probibition and
the confequent Runnage of Wool?2 - =
" You will be pleafed to ‘confider that - for

many wrong Opinions given upon the fame

Subje, there,zay be one; and indeed can

‘be but one that is right. And it is not im=
poffible but that Mr. Smith’s may be that
one in the Cafe before us.  He has {eeming~
1y fpared 7o Pains ; hath plainly taken zore
about it, than any other Perfon appears to
have done,~—whence it is lefs to be wonder=-

ed, in Cafe he fhould be found, if not, per-

fectly fo, yet, moft, in the Right.

 Trese QuesTIONS at leaft I take to be

‘ "the proper T@uclﬁoms of HI‘%?SCHE‘ME} And
‘moreover, ‘I fancy to myfelf that I fee much

towards proving the Affirmative of them, in

. the Courfe of Abis MEmoirs—but, to.enter

' minutely into -tbem,"Wbuld?é};tcefed% the in-
tended Bounds of this Letter, and likewife

my own Leifure and Inclinations.

Befides, the Article of INCONVENIENCES,

is what only you have arraigned Him on.—
~ ‘And of what Kind are tbey #~—you have not
faid——neverthelefs, you thould <have been

{o particular as that comes to—fuffer me

" then to remind you of what Mr. S. himfelf |

; 'hath'allédg’edwénbthis Head. =

¢ In Behalf of zhis Scheme it may ,Be‘ urgs

“ed

. €€

the Runner of Woor ? -

(( 25 )

* ed, with the greateft Truth, that 77 is freg o

: ¢ from all thofe Cloggs and Incumbrances

has at ]axjy. Time been pr}op‘io,fe.yd‘ in this

“« Cale r—;—-T_\m_S (it is humbly conceived) has
‘ nothing attending it, -which is in the leaft’

‘:g\ ‘embarafling to the Fair Trader 5 or which
‘ !

¢ Traffic.—IT is defigned to operate alto-
¢ gether by the trite and ealy Methods of

5 Premuums and Duties.  And fo far as any
¢ Bras is requifite to Trade 5 thefeare of all

“ others, the moft politic and juff.””
And if thefe Things are fo, to whofe In-

tereftis His Schegue an Enemy? — Or rather

to whom is it not "Oﬁ»fricuiﬂy, : eXCeptto

But if this is not-a true Repréfentation,

fhould . not you,- tofupport 'y‘Our;Charge of

Inconveniences,  endeavour to. prove them,

by Arguments drawn from the Circumftances

of bis Scheme, and from the Nature of Men

and‘I/oz;zgs? —1In that Cafe, you have no- -
. thing more to do, . than to point -out fome-

thing in 77, that either would be embaraffing
to.. Fair Tradcrs ; or that- deviates from the
common Courfe of Traffic, — or which

would  have a more unkindly Tnfluence than
- Premiums and Duties ; — or elie, to- thew
that zhefe are Means unpradlifed, - unknown

¢ fo heterogeneous ' to Commerce, that have

< attended almoft e?u‘e;?jf other Scheme, which
Y : SNy RIS

deviates from the ordinary Courfe of
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(26)

in Trade, or that o Kind of Bias is wqul;

- fite on_this Branch of Commerce, in any
Part of it; — confequently, not {o much
asa ﬁngle prohlbltory Law in Refpect there-
of : or otherwife, that Premzzgms and Du-

#ies confidered as a Bias, are in themfelves o

both Zmpolitic and wmjuff.

~ After all,. you will perhaps thmk it hard
and - fomewhat ftrange too, that -having be—
flowed the Eulogium you have - done, on
- Memoirs or Woor, you ‘fhould be thus

queﬁmned for derogatmg from the Heads of

a Scheme, which make but a {inall; and not
" the moft confiderable Part of that Work,
And I can fo far agree with you, that though
the Scheme in Queftion had been omitted,

yet the Memoirs themfelves might very Well .

have been efteemed an #fefu/ Performczmg
—Neverthelefs,
confeffedly wanting : The pubhfhmg of
YOURS 1mphes as much, in your Opmlon
at leaft ;
 Smith's is the beff you have feen; otherw1fe,
" to what Purpofe was the Compaufon made

fome Scbefﬂe on this Head is

“as alfo, that next ‘to vours, Mr.

by you? But whether you did it for that, or

any other Reafon, you ihould methinks,

have condefcended to argue, mﬁead of con-

tenting yourfelf to afferf only.  The confi-

" derate impartial Reader will not be fatisfied .

with the fingle Dix7 of any Author,’

Your
. SCHEME has herc had dlﬁ"erent Treatment,

You :

(27)

¥ou have not only had O ]eéi‘zom to it, but i
the Reafons of them. And though you will
perhaps think 7# has been ufed with fome
Freedom, yet do I beg you to beheve, | that o

Iam, VVlth aH due Refpe&;, | :

s 1 R,

A Your Humble Servant,

i







