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A-HOUGH: :the . following Sbeets:\‘: have
‘beerr ‘written ‘and sent!to. press. in:con.
“siderable. Hasté; on account of some; texn-
| ’  ‘pérdry - considerations: which. add to: ithe
o S o e ~immediate: impoértance | of -their: subject~
\ | B ' | tthe author has spared no pains that could
. ';?tend to guard his statementsfrom mistake.
b 'A"a'Hls facts are, for the most part; dehved |
|  asi ‘the reader will percelve, froth ‘those au-
‘ i thentlc and ougmal sources™ of Inf’orma-'
R ' o i}thIl, the records of our’ courts of ‘prize:
- | - andit may thelefme pelhaps be suriiised,
that soine: practmomx ‘in those courts*, if
‘not ‘the author of tle drgument ‘has at
" least contributed hls ald in fulmshmg pre-
- mises for its use, '

[t e i L e —

;‘7 .

IH 3]

¥ 1 -

gk

HER

L

IR

i,

ik . .

151

7 ,

gk .
[Ei o t e
i 17 . ; : SO R : Loy [N s Yo e . B
: LI R A N I u D T T N S

ik ' ’] . "E - .- o . . o -'
il ‘ PRE " e ) T
ey s . el e 4 s - - :
: : T N T . : L
i D A P B S N N R I Py N
; ‘ ; : R SRR R
L | R
D I .,
i 4 : I __

pab .
gk

3 S

Lt -

15

Ei

i

A e

P i on S S R s~ L

S

S

Advertmg to the probablhty of such a
conjecture, and to an erroneous notion
S . o , which he knows to be very prevalent,
T . | : .namely, that the practitioners in the ad-




| iv
fiiralty coutts have an interest opposite to
the pretenswns of neutral merchants, he
~ thinks it rlght to. guard both his facts and
his opinions against ‘this“source’ of jeas
lousy, by one- brief remark—contests in
the prize jurisdictioi ari

arlse almost exclu=
sively from claims of property preferred by |
-neutrals; -and therefore, the ‘business of
“the prize courtb,,would obv1oUsly be im-
paired, not extended, by narrowing the |
: legal conﬁnes of the neutral ﬂags. o

| If the 1ntelhgent readerwshouldf stand e
inno. need of this. 1nformation;' ,he‘ witl” stlll’;é
. feel such cautlon in an anonymous Writer,
.ot to be’ excessive’; for however sacrecf'a":‘?
" national cause may be, it is. become too
: common a‘Tule; to- ‘suppose. ,that no. man;"
exerts “himself: in it - from -a: pubho 1M0=

twe, 1f “’a pmvate one can poSSIbly be sus< .

e oy,

T

R '-n":

']. HE! hope of Peace, Whlch long, though falntly,
gleamed from the Nor th, - has vanished ;. the poli-
tical atmosPhere of Europe is become darker
than evers and the storm menaces a W1der range,
as well as alengthened duration. P
At sucha period, it is natural o cast fOrward an -
anmous glance toward the apploachmg events of
War, and to calculate aneW the chances of a, happy
or. dlS&Sﬂ‘OﬂS issue of thls momentous contest :.
but it is: wise  also. to, look backward to. reV1eW/
the plan on Whlch the ‘war has lntherto been con—
ducted,. and inquire, - whether experrence has not

proved .it to be in . some pomts, _erroneous or

defective.: .. . ... . i :
-The season seems favourable for 1mprovement

specw.lly in our: oi’fensrve measures, since new re~
B
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lations will, in all probability, demand an impor-
tant change in them; while the acquisition of
d“l,@§ ‘however, powerful dl,ldt active, will: diminish*
in no degree the duty of puttmg foh»th our- Utnost
61&6{1510115* T IR Sy 3

Batal mlght~‘~bextbat£ab<;xstaﬂee i ﬂi}e w*fu', whieh:
should lead us to. cherish. less i carefully - our own:
mdependent means of annoyance or defence. “The:

At

arch ;enemy ‘ofithe civilized-world,’ in the pr:ospect T

- of having a new confederaoy-‘lto contend with; like":
Satan :whenopposed to the ‘angelic. phalanx s
“ collecting all hismight,” and seemsto: bezprep‘tl--,
ingy: for-his. continental foes at: least," an 1mpé— i
tuousi attack:s nor are thetr: preparatrons' 'of vaschs
raoter lesszde0151ve——-~4— R R R R

t\_; i - -,-,s\ . « Ly
A RS };_4 PRI uu_;i R IRe

‘ )"‘ One sfimlxe they aim,

i .nx.
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and not need repeat.
X TSYIESC s b s §

e .‘s‘.‘-\.’-s-;

may reahse some of the Tite thi‘éatg of Buonaparte
He ma:y acqhn‘e i ?a"ﬁeWI “df (,oas{ new pox‘tq
consequenCe o the defeht of o‘ur Gonfedérates
“« wotild ‘be reﬂed;ed Back "upon’” dursel*ves——would
« [edve France i more at hberty thah'éver ¥o turh her '
« wliole attentiot! £ohék War Withithis COuﬁtry, and

“ to employ agalmt us still augmented- means of

e anhoyance it Woufd render our dangers, as he .

| truly says, ¢ more 1mm1nent thouoh,I trust he Js

’

£ insure our fall :
The’ phm whlch thlS ehasperated enemy ‘has
formed for. our deetructlon, is ‘of a 'nature! far

ﬂllstaken it the msultmg conclusmn, that 1t wouid

more formldable ‘than that" Whleh “he'osténta- -

tlously dlspla,yed
the ,army of . the coast,

The flotilla at Boulogne, and
‘have chiefly excited’

our: atteutlon but the restitution of" hlS re0~ular"

marine;: and the increase of the eonfederated na~
vies, have been :the Uqurpers more rational de-.

pendence ‘and- the means of war which he has*
been. . mdefatwably labouring - to: provide. « En-""
raged at the interruption of this plan by his quarrel -
" with Austria, he now avows in his complamts its

real nature and magmtude-—-—He asserts to the

‘Germanic Diet, “that he has been employing all
« the resources of his empire, to construct fleets,
“to form his marine, and to improve his ports 'f,"'
nor 1s t' he; mpmtant fact unfounded thouoh al—,

leged by Buonaparte.

T hese danwcrous eﬁ'ox ts may be in some mea-,‘, )
: ";ted by the new contmental war ;. but -
llvnot ‘be wholly suspended ; and. should;
We agam be left smgly fo suqtaln the contebt 5

ﬁ'ﬁ Sy i

* See an oﬁimal artxcle in the Momteur of Aurvust lﬁths_:

Momteur of Septembel 11th.
- B2

or I7th copled into the London papers of the 28th. ; i
| 1- Paper presented by M. Bacher to the Diet o Ratxsboni7 ‘
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Shey: willy of.course, be resumed on: their. f01mex‘
scale, with renovated vigour and. effect. -,
i Ine preparatlons like ‘these,-consist the chief -

.- sdanger ot only of England but.of Europe ; for

the: fall of: this country; - or: ‘what would -be: the ,
same in effect +the loss, -at this perilous conjunc-
~ture; of our supeuorlty at sea, would remove fromt
-»}:before the ambltlon ‘of France almost every’ ob-
istacle by which: its ma.rch to umversal emplre aE
:'Could be finally impeded. - i
.+ Nor let-us proudly dlsdam to: suppose the pos—
5-:*81b1hty of such 'a reverse. Let us reflect; -what
the navies of France, Spain, and - -Holland: ‘once
L were ; let us cons1der that these countries - form
~but a part of those vast marltlme _regions,: fhe'
united resources of which are. now at the com-
~mand of the same energetic government ; ‘and if
these considerations -are not enough to repel’ a
dancrerous conﬁdence, let those great maritime
v adVantages of the enemy, ,Whlch the following
pages will expose, be added tothe large account ;
- for-1: propose to shew, in the encroachments and
:;:ﬁ auds of the neutral flags, a nursery and a refuge
-, of the confederated navies; as well as the secret
;COHdU.ItS of a large part of those 1mperml EesOUrces;
 the pernicious application of -which to the restitu-
. tion:of his marine, the Usurper has lately boasted |
t- =] propose: to- shew in them his best-hopes
Amias mval ‘war; as well as channels of @ Te-

&

“Yénue, ;Wh’icl'l“’sd‘stains the ambition. of -Fré;r’ifcfe’;u
and prolongs the: miseries of Europe. .. o
- In the retrospect of the last -war,- and of the‘
,pro.gress..we -have yet - ma._d_e:m.the present; - one
‘singular fact. immiedistely arrests the ‘aiiteriti_on;e b
+ 'The finances of France appearscarcely to beims=
.paired, much léss exhausted, by her-enormousmili:
~ #ary establishments arid extensive enterprizes;not--
* swithstanding the ruin so long apparently imposed
on her commerce. Poverty, the ordinary sedative
-of>modern ambition, the common peace-maker
between exasperated nations, '
- be-the:growth of war. S s
.+The:humblest reader in thls land of polltlclans, |
>1f hevtlla_s‘ralsed his eyes so ‘high as to the lore of
~Poor -Robin’s Almanack, has learned that—< War
~ begets poverty, poverty peace, &c.” ;. but now;
he may reasonably doubt the truth. of this simple
+pedigree ;. while the statesman, must be‘stdo‘gered '
~to:find the first- prmcxples of his art shaken by
. thlsfsmgular case. P R R
- In fact, polltlcal writers have been greatly ents
‘:"'::fbarrassedwrth it ; and have labouted toaccouiit for
*+it-by the unprecedented nature of the interior situ- |
- ation and. policy of France, or from. the: rapacious
- gonduct of her armies ; but none of these theories
- werequite satisfactory when p:omul ged’; ‘andthey
>=.have. 'since, elther been shaken: by the: fallme of
~ those pr ospeetlve consequences Whlch were dra WIL

seems no :lop'gerf;to




still’ the aggregate amount however enormous 1@(

B 63.J\z\.’»’ EER TR LA

SRR IVTUTLE S
:nu“ yifs ol e ifil Iy RIS FRENER
f‘r 1,’01' have been found mad ,; .

plam“ the' new and extended dlﬁicu[ 'esp of thc:'

ease.’ ‘ . o
Let ample credlt be taken fOF revolutnonaryi 7
conﬁscatlons at home, and mlhtaxy 1’ap1ne abroad, ‘

fot' the open SlleIleS, 01 semet contmbutmns Of

alhes, and for the glfts or loans extorted ﬁ'omyneu; .
tral powers, by ‘invasion or the menace of War

the” eye of JHSthC and humamty, must ’be' small

France. e

Tn aid of that ordlnary 1‘evenue, of Whlch com—-

merce was the most copxous source, these extra-

ordinar y supphes may, indeed, be thoucrht t.ohave?f
sufficed ; but When we suppose the comme c1a1

LiPAIRZAN

and colomal resources of Fr ance to have been

ruined by our hostlhtles during a perlod of near‘_t
twelve | successwe years, the brief term of the late
peace excepted and when we remember that she -

has not only sustamed durmg a still longer pemod ‘

and’ with’ scarcely any cessat10n°”e a war aldu-
ous and’ costly beyond all example but has fed
in addxtlon to her mllltary myrlads, those nu—fff‘
merous’ swarms of needy and rapacwus ._upstafts

who have successwely fastened on her tleasul y,

4-‘4
— e - Pty J!

AT 2, o .’J.f ,' A

* A most expensxve contest wlth the negroes in the Y%, estﬁ
Indws, ﬁlled up’ the whole mtewal between the last and pren

‘sent war.

-sources ofirevenue; as: the phalosopher pr‘opesedf to

’-%

haa sting cxrctrmsb&qnces al ¢ takemmt(p :the acdou
SVGE O izw? %rﬁ

hes. expe? Lt,u-5
vresouﬂes‘w ue}
have*beém méntlohed, ;a paraudx hard jto ;exp}ax %

Wi ere) the ordmiwy‘ somceon ueveﬁueegiégdsi}, lost

vl 3 i
couk;l lb more mamt&m;mf)e
B $ ‘J!‘l

Fratils ST

miese‘z'casuab mds

e he ipﬁlh]é :.of:.' Egypt,
WVﬁI‘& draWIl éﬂ‘ PSS
e BBSldes th :

oft Spam

(U s : ' i o
hers_e]f‘»= pparently rumedﬁ‘ by the VV&I“'T?“ :-hensz |
o we: calculated on: contnbutxons” flom

ese alhes, thls common drawback onth*emﬁnances
should d;txl1nlsh our estlmate of that resource. i N
[ ?that preceded“i:‘
the-rl st the dxﬂicul '1e |
-last S m thls sub »t W 1
hanced g rOne J_v ‘ /il be en-

az(:

conte ts w Wlth France and Spalri, to i

hausted »then' treasurles by euttmg ,oﬂ': thelr chlef

‘( Phoolvnd .f P SRR




dry ‘up'the' sew, by: dlammg thetirivers thag fad) tt,

N d' tan partsiz’of “the world; and g furnish

e outward~bo i

E

am "meafns,uthen- expendithre Wasé
c‘reahed Sand wasted” 'n*defensfv P
" e}; were’” obho%d~to < ffatiitain’ fleets::in
strong
. (the proteetnon ‘of { feir intercoutse
-f:»eoloﬁres, Biothi oty the: “utward and
oyages. Again;: the frequentscapture
'hﬂe_?i “entiched?iour csEamoer;
56 0f xmportx dutied aideth our
bed our enemles, atia fresh)expenoeﬂ
it loss “of shipss " and ‘Wwhen a*convay
was the’ subJect of> scaptire,: 3¢OIm-
pelled them{elther to dlspatch“dupheate suj phes |
i the same season,\at the risk of:new disast 5; OF

m‘r

| m‘ leave therr oolomes an: dlstress, and forfert the

~ benefit .of their ¢rops for. the year. :
In short their transinarine possessmns ' Pecame

expenswe mcumbrances, rather: than: sources of

revenué; and through thie-iteration’of such-losses,

. .aore. than by our naval V1ctor1es, or colonial ton-
quests the houSe of Bourbon was vanqulshed by

the masters of the sea.: : St I
Ry Have We then lost the trlumphant means of

or have the anexen fi:ﬁelds

«;,

elther suoh a rmsfortune, 1o such folly ‘can
edged. Ne_ver was ‘our maritime supemorxty
is han. in; the last : and' presentAeWm.

1omes are - dlstressed much less that the1 e;{ehe-

-quers are empty, . S '

-The true solutlon of these seemmg dnfﬁcultxes,
118 thls -—The -commercial and oolomal interests of
. our:enemies, are NOW. rumed in appearance only,

- not-inreality.. They seem to have retreated from

5?.jthe ocean, and to have abandoned the ports “of
- their: colonies,: but. it is a mere ruse de gucrre—— |
- They have, in eifect for the most part ‘only

- changed: their flags, chartered many Vessels really

neutral, and altered a llttle the former xoutes of

.«.;3--.,the1r 4rade. .. Their . transmarme sources of re-

-venue, have not. been for a moment destroyedi

... by our. hostlhtles, and. at. present are scarce]y im-
. ;,paxred

~ Let it not, however, be supposed that the
protectlon of the trade, and the rey nue of an
-enemy, -from the fair, effects of our arm'
only. prejudice we: have sustamed by the abuse of
‘the neutral flag. To the same pestllent cause,

are to be ascribed varlous other dlrect and col-

.lateral dlsadvantages, .the. eﬁ'ects of Whlch we
ave..severely felt in the late and present ‘war,

A '\‘ “u NN

and which now menace consequences still m‘more
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| perﬁ;mous, Both'to us ‘and ‘ot “allies.” I-Ilther

to'we ‘have suffered the grossest - mvasmm of ! ‘our

belhcrerent mghts Warrantably lf ndt Wlsely ; for
totmlly ‘abandoned the care of his marine,’ the ‘sa-
crifice could more safely be made : but now, > when
he'is eapexly intent on the restitution of his navy,

and when other powers have g‘ﬂlantly stood forth '

to stem the torrent of - French ambition; the :asser-

" tion of our maritime rights .is become a’ ‘duty to

them as well as to ourselves: for our contrlbuttoﬁ
o an oﬁ'enswe war must be weak, or far ‘1éss than
may Justly be expected from such an'‘ally ~as
Great” Britain, while the shield of an: insidious
neutlahty is cast between the enemy, and the

sword of our naval power'

~In the hope of contnbutmcv to the- coxrectlon
of this' great ev;l I propose to cons1de1,

Flst. Tts origin, nature, and extent.

Qd The remedy, and the rlgh’c of “Lpply-
mrr it. ' ' :

<5d The prudence of that resort.

“There are few political sub]ects more impoit

fant, and few; perhaps, less generally understood

"'I)y ‘the’ mtelhgent part of the commumty, thian
the Aature of tlnt neutral commerce; whlch ‘has

Iate] y 1n some measure excited the public atten-
tion, in Cons,equence ‘of the invectives of BUOll'lp'U‘te
and  the complamts of the American merchants,

s !

11

"The: Moméeur asserts, that we have declared sugar
and coffee . to. be contraband of war*, and bome
of our own newspapers, in their accounts. of con-
ferences supposed. to. have, taken: place between :
the _minister, - and the. Ameﬂcan resident,:; .are
scalcelv nearer the truth. - + Qur. government has
been stated to have. recalled ordelq Whlch never
msued -and -to have promised  concessions, Whlch
I believe were never xequlred S
- To, shew what the subject of contlovel sy, Jfany
conmoversv actually now . depends. between. the
two: nations, may pr obably. be,. as. well as to
make the abuses which I have underhken to deli-
neate more. intelligible, I must begin- Wlth stating
some important. hlston“al facts. e
The colonizing powers of Lurope, 1t 18- Well
known, have always  monopolized . the. .trade; of
their respective -colonies ; allowing no supplies to
be carried to them under any foreign flag, or on
account of any foreign importers ;. and pr ohlbltmg "
the exportation of their pr oduce in foreign ships,
or to any foreigncountry, till it hasbeen prewously
brought intothe ports of the parent. state. —Such,
with .a few trivial and temporary exceptlons, _has»
been the nniversal system in time.of peace ;. and,;:
on a. close adherence to this system, the value of

-London newspaper‘s of
BTNV EA TS SR ;‘,vr’@:j,z" 5oL

COEE SRS o
“e Monitet ;f’fmm‘-lst ,16th,;
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wholly to depend cag
In the war which.commenced in the year - 1'756

and,was endéd by the peace:of 1763, France, be-
ing-haid pressed by ‘our maritime superiotity, and
unable with safety either to send the téquisite sip-

phes 6, her West India Islands, or to by cing their

produce to. the: European market; under: hér own'
mercantile flag, .resortéd - to-the- expedient:of et
laxing her colonial monopoly:;: and: admitted meu-1"
ti‘hl ~vessels, under. certain restrictions, to carry the "
p! oduce of. those islands, to Erench or foreign’ ports L
in Eu"ope Of course it was so carried; eithiéi
really or ostensibly, on neutral account: »the object
being to avoid capture on the passage.’ S
But the prize courts of Great -Br.xta,ln»,'frééard‘-'”
ing this new: trade as unwarranted: by the: vights" B
“of neutrality, condemned such vessels “as were =
captured: while-engaged in it, together with their =
cargoes ; -however: clearly  the property - of 'both
might. appear: to be inthose neutral merchants, on '

whose-biehalf ‘they were claimed.:

- As-these! vessels  were: admltted tora‘trade, m
which; prior to the war, French bottoms only’ cQuId :

- be employed, they were considered as madeFrenchi
by adoption : but the substantial principle: offtheff.“ﬂ B
rule of judgment was this—* that-a neutral has -

A ’
belhgerent from the pressures;: -
of his.enemy’s hostilities, by trading with his.co.:! -

no right.to.deliver a

13.

lonies-in-time.of 4 wary in a way that: Was prohlblted

in time ofpeace. : IR OE N HeR

When - the facts whicle I Would submrt to:- the
attention -of’ thé reader- are fully before him; thé "

justice and-importance of-this: limitatioti ‘of ‘téus

tral,commerce, which:has. sometimes been’ called;”

« ’me rule-of the war 175 6,” will be: better unrlez-iff%v

stopd.. . Yet a general preliminary: account of the: «

reasons on which it is founded, seems necessary t6" =
the_right apprehension of someof those historical” **
: facts 3 L-giveit,, therefore in the language. of ‘one; s
Whose ideas it is- always mJurlous to quote n a,nyw‘*i';'

words;but his own.:

« accustomed trade is capable.

«“What is the colomal t1 ade, : generally Speakﬁ
« ing?u It ds & trade gener ally' shut up 'to the ‘e
¢ cluswe use* of the mother couiitry, o7 Whmhi—'i‘ ”

- The geners al; xule is, that the neutral has Qi
“ 11ght to carry-on,.in time of war, his  accus-" "
“ tomed trade, to the utmost extent of which that
Very different is "~
“ the case of atrade which the neutral has never
“ possessed, which he-holds by: no titleof use and
“ habit in times of peace ; and which, in fact, can =
“ obtain in war, by no other title,  than' by the: =
“ success of the one belligerent against the other;:
“ and at"the;expence of that very Dbelligerent™

* ¢ under; whose success- he sets up his title 5: and
« sugh. I take to be the colonial -tz dde, genepa’ny.{:
 speaking..’ T N R It .
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%the colony. belongs,and this to a-double. u.se-»the
« one that of .su}f)f)lymo a market for= the consump-
< tion of . native: commodxtxes,‘and ‘the - other, of
“« fumlshmg to the: mother. country ithe pecuhm
« commodltles of the colonial, 18010118 ;. to these
<, tWO purposes of the. mother country, the gene-
< ral, policy rrespecting. go},gglefwgilkqnomg to, the

« states of ,Europe, has restricted them, ,
_« With. respect. to other. countries, - genelally

< Qpeakmg, the . colony has- no. existence. . Itiis

« ¢ possible ;that. indirectly, and. 1emotely, such: co~
« lonies may: affect the. commerce: of othercoun~
¢ tries. The manufactures of Germany; may find
« their' way into Jamaica or. ‘Guadaloupe, and the
« sugar.of J amaica or Guadaloupe, inta the nte=
L rior. parts of - Germany ; but as to:any direct’
¢ commamcatmn or .advantage resulting there-
« from; Guadaloupe and J amaica are no more to
“,,Germdny,’shan af they were settlements in the
< mountains of -the moon. To commercial pur-
«, poses they are not in the same planet, - If they

-« were annihilated, it would make no .chasm: in’

“ the commercnal map of Hamburgh. If Guada--
« Joupe could be sunk in the sea, by the effect. ofi

« hostility at the beginning of a war, it would be-
«:a mighty lossto France, as Jamaica would beto-
« Enghnd if 1t could be - made the sub)ect ofi.a
« similar act of violence ; but such evcnts would
5 find. their way into the chromdes of other coun~

15

“ tries, ‘as events of d]smterested cunosxty, and
“. nothmg more; W S ¥ oy

< Upon the interruption-of ‘a war, what are the'
“« nghts of belhgerents andncutrals respectively,
“-regarding such’places? ‘It isan indubitable right

“ of ‘the  belligerent to ' possess  himself” of- such
«.places, as of any- other possession of his enemy.

¢ This is his common right ; but he has the cer-
: (M g .

“ tain'means of carrying such a right into effect
: ArLyig cliect,

“if he has a-decided superiority at sea.- Such
““colonies ‘are dependant for their existence, as
«.colonies, on foreign supplies; if they cannot

“ be supplied and defended, they must fall t& the
““ beliigerent of  course: and . if the belligerent

“:chooses ‘to apply his means to such an object,

«what right has a third party, perfectly neutral,
't step'in and ‘prevent the execution? No exist-
“:ing mnterest of his, is affected by it; he can have
““no ‘right to apply to his own ‘use the beneficial
“ consequences of the mere act of the belligerent,
“and to say, “True it is you have, by force of

““armsf‘forcedf such places out of -the exclusive ’

po‘~‘56591011 of .the enemy, but I will share the

“benefit of the conquest, and by sharing its be-

« neﬁts prevent its. prooreqs ~You have iit’ éﬁ'ect
“and' bjr }awful means, turned the en‘emy ‘ot Of '

“:the possessmﬂ ‘which he had exduswe’ly thih-

“gained agamstithe whole world, and with' “Wh@m "

teiy” f’butJ e

e

Lyt
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< will interpose to prevent his absolute surrender,

e« by the means of that Very Openlng, wlnch the

« prevalence of' your arms_ alone has eﬁ'ected —

o« supphes shall he sent and therr products shall

« be exported you have lawfnlly destloyed his

Lk monopolv but you sha,ll not be perrmtted to
e possess 1t yourself we. 1n51st to shaxe the frults

« of your victories; and your blood and treasure

- ¢ have been e}spended not for. your own mterest
s but for the common beneﬁt of others ‘

S Upon these crrounds it cannot be conterfd‘ed

;\:yx

« to be a nght of neutrals, to mtrnde into a com-

‘}, « merce which had been unlformly shut as;arnst
L« them, and whlch is now forced open merely by
« the pressure of war: for when the enemy,""

un-

< der an “entire mablhty to supply hlS colomes,
~ s and to export their products a{fects to open

R ‘them to neutrals

it 1s not h:s w111 but hxs ne-

L« Cessrty, tha’r changes the system that change

' manuel “at'the Admlralty, Nov. 1799..

) «_" 5 compulsmn of war; it isa mea,sure not of French
R councﬂs, but of Bl‘ltlsh force* :

Pl

% Judgment of Sir William Scott, m the case of the Im-

p ‘..‘;_* s;':;\.}“e«

‘1 quote from the second volume of the Reports «of:Dr. Ro-

“Fbinson; a work of transwndent value and whichi will: rise in

the estimation of Europe and Amerlca, in-’proportion~as the

“rights and duties of ‘nationsare ‘better known dnd: respected

T repays the attentlon of the Enghsh lawyex, statésman, or

i '; EEIEare)

1‘7.

Such Were the prmmp]es of &’ tule ﬁrst practr«

LEARY

,?mb 1shéd’ by “the" Sup:eme Tribunal of

;,Prlze durmg the' war ‘of 1756 on]y because thev

'”T“case Wh1ch demanded 1ts apphcatlon 'thén” ﬁrst

occurred 5 and' it ought to be 'added, that ‘the
decxslons of that tribunal, at’ the same perlod
Wele ‘;ustly celebrated throucrhout EurOpe for therr

: \_;equ‘ity and w1sdom *,

cor

Pl

‘‘‘‘‘‘

3 War, some captures Were made, to Wthh the same

k_r‘ule of law mrght perhaps, m strlctness have been
1 apphed,' for that power had agam opened 1n some

degree the ports of her West Indla islands, to the

V_‘;i':shlps of neutral power "In this case, however the
measure. preceded the commencement of her hostlh—
ytles with Great Britain ; 5 and it was theref'ore spe-
. “ciously represented onthe part of the neutrdl claim.
.,ants, as a genume and permanent change in the
.. .commercial system of the enemy, by Which they
_had a right to profit. The casein other respects also
“was much weaker than that of the War of 1/56

for our enemles, during g ‘the Amierican contest were

: schol:n not only by Iegal and pohtlcal mﬁormatmn of a hlgh~

ly:iniportant kind;.and which is no where else; to, be so‘ fully

ot 'and* correc\tly .obtained ;. but:by exhlbltmcr some of the hap-

mst models of a (,haste Judicial eloquence;”“ i e s g
9% See, Blackstones Commentaries,. Vol,. III 4904 Montes~

(= assssuvsmers 5th Mareh, 1758 5, and, Vatiels La-s Of Na-

tions, Book II, c. 7. s. 84.
D
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never so mferlor at sea, as to be unable to pro-
tect ina dreat measure, ‘their colonl_' .trade from
our hostilities, At some perlods ‘they even posséss-

il

ed a naval superxorlty, especr_ally in the VVest

- Indian -seas; where, in consequence, some “of
'our most valuable 1slands fell 1nto thelr hand,s,

loma,l system
maritrme war

PR

N SREEN

It Was a measure of convemence no ,d‘oubt‘
othe1W1se 1t Would not have been’ afdopted ‘but

1t was not an expedlent Wl]lCh the pressure {o(ff:our
hostlhtres had made absolutely nece‘sar ;) ‘Thé
drstmctlou Wthh I have first mentroned howev\er,
was that which was prmcrpally m51sted upon,[ m
the leading cases of this class *, -

On these grounds presumably, or on someiof
them, the shlps in question, were restored by olir
Supreme Trrbtmal of Pnze.—mPerh'tps the pohtl-

cal dlﬁicultres of the day, espemally the powerﬁxl

though myumous, 1nﬂuence of the ﬁrst armed neu-
trahty, may have had some welght m those deci—

sio

1\11""'14‘:).9\ .

¥

the: War 1706 was not avowedly der_arted from ;

L

/2

s

- r)’ 3
X Cases of the Trger, and the Copenhagen, at the Cockplt}

ay 1/81

from actual dlstress the effe t of a |

) But Whatever the motives were, the rule of

19

much less expressly reversed. ‘The most that can

“be alleged 1s, that in a case Whu,h, notwrthstandmg

the CllSl‘l‘ﬂCt]OﬂS above mentloned . may | be poss_lbly

_’thought to have warranted the apphcatlon of that
.rule, 1t was not at thls time apphed N

SRR IEE

The next War, was our late arauous contest W1th
ST

France ;
mencement of hosnhtres, revert erl to his for_mer

in WlllLll our enemv, from the Very com-

rrrrrr

pollcy, Wltl]Ollt hmltatlon or dlsgulse —Des Tl
of belng able to drspute with us the dommlon of
the sea, the Repubhc, the moment she drew the

SEEEA

thh had been, in fact nartrally opened a httle

. eaxher, without her licence, by the local revolu—

tionary powers, and the mneutral merchants im-

medlately mshed m Wlth av1dlty, to 1eap the

" offered harvest

Our government on notrce of the general f'act

o adopted with promptltude the course wlnch it

seemed proper to take. On the 6th of November A

1793 a royal 1nstructrcn to the commanders of
hlS l\/Ia_]esty s shrps of war and prlvateers, was is-
sued ordermg them “ to stop and detain, for ] laW-

“ ful adyudmatlon all vesselsladen W1th goods the. .

« produce of any, F r ench co ony, or carrymg pro-,_

w ymons or-other supphes for the use of any such

€ colony o A -
A new Power had now arlsen o’ the Western
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90 .

shore of the Atlantrc, whose posmon, -and mari-. -
-tune spmt Were oalculated to give 1 new: and vast{,
1mportance to every questlon of neutral rights ; -
espeually in the Amerlcan seas,. . The merchants -
of the Un1ted States, were the ﬁrst .and by far the: .
most enterpnsmg adventurers in, the new field that. :
was opened to neutrals in the Antllles .and. the
ports of the French 1slands were speedlly crowded::.; :
Wlth thelr VeSsels. i T T (I
Of course, the cargoes they recelved there, Aas
Well as those they delivered, were. all. declared by L
thelr papels to _be neutral ploperty 5,but when.
1n§tgad of rum- and molasses, the,:ordinary: and; .
ample exchanwe in ‘rhe West India markets for., the
provrslons and lumber of Amerxf'a the, neutral
shxp owners pretended to have acqulred in, barter
for those cheap and bulky commodltles, Hull car-;:-
5 the bhndest credulrty,,_. e
It -was
cv1dent that the ﬂag of the Umted States wasy

4.

FETSEERE:

“,1

for the most part used to protect, the. property

of the I‘rench plantel, not of the Amerlcan mer-

iy

The royal 1nstruotlon, nevertheless seemed toz

operate, severely agamst the new-born;: neutral

dernncd by the Vlce Admu alty Courts ;,.‘;;; ’ {53
The ﬁaudulcnt pletcnces of ; neutral p1 Qperty

i gt i i comiis Por et e

2i-*

m‘the cargoes Werd m ‘gener al 50 wross belnq
contrived: by then ‘at” ‘that “timeé 1nexnert m such
businéss, that 4 greaf part ‘of these pFIZGS mlght
have: been"condemned ofi “the Tnost satlsfactory
grounds as- hostile” pnoperty, ‘had the j pr0per exa-
minations taken place.” But the Vice Admrralty
Coubts; which at that time were very badly gon
stituted; 1egarded the illégality of the trade; as al
infallible ground of decision ; and then efore Were
grossly}remrss in taking ‘and preservmg the evx-

denge ‘on‘the’ poxnt of” property |
they proceeded no further i puttmcr the standmg
mterlooratorres ‘to the persons usually exammed
than! was niecessary to obtam from them an avowal
of the place of slnpment or destmatlon The cap-‘ !
tors, ‘ influenced ° by the same lehance on the '
rule*of ‘law, neglected to search for’ concealed
papeérs;
thought fit to produce were ‘often gwen back to
them-at their- request ‘without the preservatxon of

a copy; or “any minute “of ‘their’ nature or con-

tents:: 1rrecrular1t1es, which proved in' the sequel
highly injurious to tne captors, and a cover for
fraudulent elaims, 0 S

Itlis needless to state particular ly, the disputes =

i

that: anued between our 0rovernment and the

neutral powers; or the amlcable arrangements by

which they weré ‘términated; as these facts' are

sufﬁmently known, Tt is Thowever proper' to re-

and those documents which the ‘masters
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ma1k that nothlng was expressly seftled by any
conventlon, respectuw the lawfulness of neutral

nor. Were any concessmns made, Whereby tlns
country Was in, any degree precluded frorn assert-

;commel ce W1th the colomes of a belhgerent state,

ng., the rule of the war 1 /56 at any. subsequent
. perlo(l to its utmost plaCtlcal extent it gnin

It was, agreed that all sentences of condem-
natlon foun*led‘on the mstructlon of November,
1'793 should be\ subnntted to. the rev151on of the
appellate Jurrsdwtlon but that 1nst1uct1on was in
January, 1794 so far repealed that 1nstead of tsl,l,e
Comprehenswe 01der therem contamed the duee-
tion oply was to seize. such vessels as, Were laden
Wltll goods the produce of the F1 ench \Vest Indla

Islands, and coming dlrectly ﬁom any port ofv the

said Islands to Europe.” . ‘
The latter 1nstruct1on 1'ema1ned in force tlll

J anuary, . 17 98, when a new one was substltuted

which remained unrevoked to the end of the ‘war.
By thls last Royal Order, the. dlrectlon was to
brmg in for lawful adJudlcatroll all « Vessels laden
¢ Wlth the produce of any, 1sland or settlement

“ port of this kmgdom, or of the country to Whlch
« the, vessel, ‘being neutral, should belong In

« of France, Spaln, or Holland and comlng d1—“'
‘_3‘, lectly from any port of the. sald 1sland or. set-
« tlements, to, any port. in Europe, not bemgm ,

v ET
E<‘_)11;l11,<‘31* woxds, European neutrals, mlo*ht Wlthout_ .

23

bemg hable to Capture under thlS Tast’ 1nstruetlon,
brmg the produce of a hostile colony to ports of
thelr own count’ry, “and” elther these, of the citic
zens of the United States, mlght now carry such
produce dlrectly to England 5 either of Wthh Voy-
dges!’would ‘have sub_]ected the shlp to selzure
under the Instruction of 1'794 ;
The deCISIOHS of the Adrnlralty Courts, ‘and of

,,,,,,

the Lords Comnnssroners of Appeal on tlns m-

mulcatlon of course, become law to all executxve
ofﬁcers actmg ‘under " his Ma1estys commlssmn,
so as absolutely to dlrect their conduct, in relation,
el’rher to ‘the ¢ enemy, or the neutral flag.” Thelr~
leglslatwe force in ‘the pr1ze court also, will not
be disputed ; except that if a royal order could be-
supposcd to militate plainly agamst the rlghts of -
neéutral subJects, as founded on the acknowledged
law of natlons, the Judge, it may ‘be’ contended
ought not to yleld obedlence but When the 86=
verdign only 1nte1poses to remit such: belhgerent
rwhts, as he mnght lawfully enforce “there can 'be
1o room for any such’ questmn “for, < volem‘z son
S m]urza, * and the captor can have no rlghts but
such as he derwes from the soverelgn, whose com-
mlssmn he bear RN
It results from these pnnmples, tlnt Whether a
Judgment by “the” “prize court, condemmno;pr'o«
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perty daumed as: neuh ai but captured pursua,nt to
a prohibitory. loyal instruction; does or -does . not

amount to: a. posmve declaration: .of.- the. opmmn

ofithat tribunal, on the principle; of the prohlbltxon
itselfi;: ‘the restitution -of -property. so claimed, in
,puzsuance ofi@a- Jpermissive:. mstructlon, clearly.is

po affirmation . that. by the .gener: al principles. of
the: law- of  nations, mdependentiy of the will ,.of

the. Sovereign, the . captured properfy ought to

have been restored. . N T 77 ,
. Xf :ithis remark be kep‘c in v1eW, 1t wﬂl be

: found that the Admiralty Court, . and; .the Lords

Commissioners, were so far from impeaching: dur-
ing . the late war, by any of their decisionss:, the
rule . of the war.1756; -that they, on;the contrary,

adbered firmly to.the sense of their, predecessors,

the judges of that peuod "They. condemned. all

vessels and cargoes, taken in voyages that. -fell
~ within- the’ prohibitory intent of the existing in-

struction, which was.so far pr actlcally pursuant to
that rule:.nor dld they omit in,such. decisions to

declare-that: they conqxdered the wrule of the war,

1756; as: founded on most 11}c0ntest1ble principles
of the: law of nations.
restored such neutral ploperty ab was; captuzedin
_thevcourse of a voyage: allowed by thesexisting
instructions -expressly on; the ground of thatvoluns
 tary aelaxation:ofothe: rule.of law; which his NE-
jesty had been pleased to introduce, '

--On the. other.hand; sothey

duce, ‘had:-been generally revoked ;

25

. It -should: lieré . be' observed, that these royal
ordérs wete alli‘canched: in directory; not in: pros
hibit‘c‘i‘r"y terimis; fal§o; thatiin none of them fis :any,
branch of the neutral intércourse with' - the: ‘colos -

' fiies‘of “ofir:{enernies;  expressly:. ‘permitted; < But

wheni thie “‘order ‘of: November,:1793; to'seize-all

'Véssels3brin'gili.g':_~pr0TduCe"ﬁ"f()m‘;phe hostile colonies;,

‘was’ réevoked by ‘that of :January,:1794; and in

lieu :thereof,a direction i was given’to seize such

yessels “wheh: botind to Europe; anindulgenceito
neutral - vessels  carrying - such’ cargoes to other
parts of the world, was plainly implied: and in'like
manner; when' the instruction -of 1798 still farther
natrowed the prohibitory effect -of the direction,
cohﬁnmg it’to vessels bound; to: countries;in . Eu-
rope 1ot their own; with the exceptlon of Great

“Britain; the trade to their own: ports, and to ports :

of this’ kmgdom, was by clear lmphcatlon _per«
mltted R
* Their ]O[‘dShlpS and - the Judges of the court
of adniiralty, also. followed these distinctions:into
fair analogies, in respect of the outward voyage:
"Phis branch of the trade, was left unnoticed in the
two latter instructions; but as that of 1798, which
1;1;;;1 the carrying supplies to a hostile colony; on. .
the'saine footing with the bringing away ' its.pro-
’ it would:have
been unreasonable and. mconsmtent not ¢o'admit,

 thiat 4 neutral véssel: mlght allowably go’ to the

e f-ﬁ"-.,u": it : > P %
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colony from the same port, to which she Was, Now,
allowed to-carry 1ts produce Such outward Voy-

ages therefore were held: to be wrthm the clear'

meamng of the relaxation; . .. ..« STy
_ On thé other hand, when nelther the letter, nor
gpirit - of -the royal- instructions; .could falrly be
construed to have permrtted the partrcular branch
of this commerce with: the hostlle colomes; 1h 1ea
spect - of which. a queshon arose, it.was always
held by those. tribunals to be. 1llegal ‘Thus; a
voyage from any hostrle country, Whether m
Europe or elsewhere, to any hostile c lo
vice versa ; the voyage of an Amerlcan ﬁom "a
hostile colony to any port m Europe, except
Great Britain; the voyage of a Dane or Swede
from any hostile colony to the United States of
America; and their. respectlve converses, have all
beén held to be contrary to the law of war, and

‘have induced the condemnatlon both of the shlps

and car goes*

- In short, the doctrine umfoxmly held by the,
Jords commxssmners of appeals, as Well as by,the

Court of Admrralty, was such as the lea,rned
Judge of that court; has thus compr ehenswely €x-
“pressed :—<¢ The true rule of the couit, is the, text

- of the mstructlons 3 What is not found therem

* Cases of the New Adventure ; the Charlotte, Coﬁih{
l_‘the Volant Bessom, the lehelmma, &_c &c at the Coch~ .
pit, last war. - :

27

¢ permrtted is understood to be proh‘xbrted upen\
«.this plain’ prmmple, that the colony trade is ge:
“ nerally prohlblted ‘and that Whatever ismot spe- -
“ cially . relaxed contmues ina state of mterdrc-
“ thIlT 0. a?.:g:.:x S LR B , ‘
~The- only demsrons in Wthh the supreme- i
bunal may poss1blv be supposed to’ have. departed
from the rule of the war1756,.0n any other ground
thian that of a voluntary rémjssion of belligerent
rlghts by the crown, were the restitutions of ves:
sels'and ‘car goes Wl]lCh had’been’ captured: and
'oondemned puor to the instruction-of: Januar 'y
1’794 - for by that. order the-first leglslatwe relaxa~
tion of the general prolnbrtony lule was © mtxo-

v cluced

were 1estored When the voyages in: Wthll they

’Were taken” were found to have been such; as ‘that

instr uctlon, if* in“force at the time, would have le.

gahsed

Tlrere may be rrood reasons for givingto suchor-

":ders i time of war, wheén they go to enlarge, not to -
jrestiam, the mdulgence of ‘neutral trade, a re-

tloachve effect upon-cases still depending in Judg—

ment;‘ Nor is it unjust towards captors;. for:since
“?they often derive from ‘sudden changes, during the
. War, in. our relations with dlﬁ"elent _powers, . or

't C’ase of the Immanuel at the Admrralty, 2d Robmson s
}}cports, 202, : S
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fmm new  strietness in thes conduct( .of; the: war
1tself ‘benefits: nqt,muthem ontemplzg,tmn atothe
~tinie ofwtshe capture;;it-is reasonable that. stheir pri-
\vate:mﬁerest should; oxnthej other:hand;. gwe way
-to the public good,: Wher; necessary for purposes
+ 0o concﬂia.tlon with neutral states;: and to.effec-
wtuate Stlchpanrangements with: themy:.as. may
_JAntervene; ‘between theicapture and the judgment.
It might-be added, that a. captor’s.. rights;under
- the aets of - parliament whieh give him-the_benefit
of the . prizes. he makes, comprehend: by express
~laws-no more. than property: taken.froimi.the-ene-
<mysiand are- extended to: neutral property €N~
mdemned for . violation's .of . the :law.of, warsy only
- through ‘a liberal constraction made by thexprlze
- tribunals;: consequen’rly it would be.the: more yn-
leqsonable to.restrain:on the notion of an inchoate
rlght in.him prior-to. the: definitive sentence, the
=power.of. the state itself. to.. .decide, how far the
. .;hu]es of that: law shall be. relaxed in fayonr, of
* neutral powers.. It is enough, that, he is, indemni-
fied ; and in the present case, all captors, whose

. disappointment, would have been _attended. with

sbional hberahty and justice, i SRRE RIS
rads But in’ truth ‘the’ loxds commlssmrie

o

also’ sonie “qultdble reasons, on. behalf of th

T e R L A

pral, cla}mgu;‘ s,t

. -,-f-actua.l loss, had reason. to be, satlsﬁed W1th the mna-

29

“tiaded’ W”tli‘"""t'ﬁe"Ffehéh islanids; prior to - anhﬁry
1'794? the beneﬁt of “that'ingtruction /=i 1 ‘
1 1 “presame ‘0ot to” develope the motives: of hlS
Ma_]esty s government for 9rantmg suchlargeand
: truly cosﬂy mdulgences as were ultunately ‘ac-

3 perhaps proportmriate in thelr Welght ito the mag- '
nitude'of the sacrifice.” But the mdu]gent mstmc-
«"i-ftron of: 1'794. was probably founded in ‘part, on‘ a
““consideration which ‘avowedly weighed muchiwith
~the ‘lords‘c¢ominissioners, for giving it a retrospec-
“itivereffect; T It was found, that before the Fr'eﬁ’ch
"factually engaged i hostilities with’ any ‘maritiine
“:péwer; the revolutionary: assembhes and governors |
“of *her West India ‘1slands, -had* opened-—some -of
"i‘-‘flfhéifi"f"porté to'a considerable extent, to foreign ves- |
'-""sels “brm gm g necessary supphes and consequeht-

......

dld not apply to the’ Whole extent of the ex1st1ng
“peutral’ eommerce W1th those colomes* i

X ?'\_.’,/ AR T

EXAI KA G

e As 'this'is ‘an 1mportant fact, of Whlch “authentic evie
“fdetnice ig'not: easﬂy to-be found in Europe I subJom ‘a’pro-
‘clamation of the French governor Behague and the: colonia)

&y assembly. of, Martxmque, by which certain ports, of that
k{({_ls{land ‘Were opened It is extracted from the ev1dence in v
a prlze appeaI that of the Peter, Augustus Robc;on
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e John Peter Anthony de Behague, l1eutenant~general m
1 the ngs armxes, govelnor ceneral of' the Wmdward

s cololual assembly m then‘ sm:mcr of the fOlllth

: “ Decembel, 1792. I : FR y

. The colomal assembly of Mammque, afte1 hearmg

i f‘ the Tepor ts of ifs commlttee, and takmg into consldera~
L6 tion what had been done at Guadaloupe, upon openmg the

¢ ports, 1esolved .
. ¢ 1st. That the: ports and roads of Baint Plerle, Fort

b,‘-‘ Royal, and Mann, shall be open to all strangers’ without

< exceptlon, for the mtroductlon of all sustenances, and

© ¢ .other. necessary artlcles, as well for the cultwatxon of

#lands, as the erection of huildings, and they are permxtted
,“ to export produce:of ev ery kind, wlnch may be gwen them

‘¢ in return.» ;

s 2de ‘That without altermg old customs in the regard to
¢ the duties on importation, those payable-on- exportation,

i:as Well by fmelgners as Frenchmen, as also by those ship-
«.ping either to a forelgn countly, or the French ports,
« shall, from the date  of the publncatlon of these presents,
¢ con51st in'one ‘sole duty of three per cent. ; VVlllCh duty
4 shall be borne by the shippers, mdependent of the addi-

e dmonal duty of 27 livres per hodshead of sugar, and two

51

tionof November ' 1'793 was ﬁ'amed otherwise'an
exception- swould probably have been made in-fas

N and_ a- qualtex per cent. on all other 1shnd produce,
« _whxch shall be received as before, and which are at the
« chartre of the selle ~Tdi’ﬁa, fum, and molasses, shall

” “‘“contmue 10 be hable only to the former estathhed

‘_{‘:‘_dutxes. R :
o "8d. ¢ That the dut1es above alluded to shall be pald,‘
".‘iaccordmg to the usages and forms already ﬁxed That all’
“ the’ above 1eo‘ulat10ns sh').ll rontmue in full fo: ce untll e*{-
"In order that the pl‘: €

‘_\‘Ifxesolutlon, with the approbation of the govelnm, 1:
f“bec carned into effect W1thout delay, IOOO coples sh'i,ll be
* forthwith plmted affixed, publxshed 'md sent to the '
"’n“‘newhbourmg 1slancls, Whexevel it tmay be necessal y A

(Slo‘n ed)

a4 46 GJLLrtT CHARLEY, Vlce Plesxdent
< GALLET S. AURN, Pmsxdent

& '“pless orders to the contlary

-« Ricorby, Secretaly :
o s: - ¢ Dgs Lokpzs, Joint Secretary.*’ !

: ,-“ By virtue.of the powers with which.we-are invested;owe
“_approve; and- do approve of. the above dec1ee ‘beingiears
“.ried -into -execution, —according:to-the form and -effect
“.thereof; and .in consequence and. by:virtue.of:the:same
“ powers, order, and do_ order, to the admlmstratlon, bo-"

bt dies,. and functzonanes, tlnt these presents-be: transcnbed .

“on. our registry;. ‘read,. publxshed, and e*{ecuted ‘in the re<
’*: Spectxve distri¢ts... Given at Fort Royal ertunque,mna
!F.:der our: seal and . the - countersign . of .our secretal‘);,(the
% 15th day of Decembex, 179200 o h s e :

(ngned)
( by e By oxder ofvthe General a
: (Signed) it 7w Ppsmcuns'r. PN

=
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your of such neutral vesse]s as were found trading -

within.; the “limitations of the new laws, pro-
mu}ged before the war. . S

" It must mdeed be owned ‘that thxs relaxatxon
of the natlonal monopoly, Wasa ‘mere temporary
'expedlent the result of distress, occasloned by re-

volution and civilwar in the parent state, and the

00nsequent neglect of ‘her transmarine -interests
_in general ;
wbxch it ﬂowed was h|ghly questlonable** and
that it was not even pretended by -its authors, to
be founded on any intention of permanently al-
tering the established commercial relations ‘be-
tween the mother country and her colonies.
Nor- would it have been unnatural to surmise,
that tlus mnovatxon was adopted in contempla-
tion of that war with the maritime powers, which
France,wa_s determmed to provoke, and which so

* It appeared in the evidence in the same cause from which
the above proclamation is extracted that the royalist and re-
publican - parties; who alternately prevailed in the French
Windward Islands, in that season of distraction which im-

~med1ately preceded the late war, succesqwely opened and shut

the ports in opposition to edch other, during their brief pe~ v'
riods of authority; and it is remarkable, that the party of the
royahste and planters, under General Behague, was that
which introduced and supported this innovation. .—Their. op~"..
ponetits abstained from it on motives of respect to the autho-.. .
nty of the Natxonal Conventlon, noththstandmg the dl&h

tress of the islands at the time.

that the leowslatlve authonty from

A Shad buaor e
soon:after took placei; Iﬁ soyit swasi a mere stﬁas
tagem to elude our belligerent: irights; and-wiel were:
no;oa.;morersbound itol: admitrany! claims of meu-
tral privilege:-whichumight be.deduced fromit;, sHanic
if the;drinovationhad: been: .made: after .the: iwar
had‘iac(maﬁy :commenced. ~'Fhe ¢laimants;hows:
everyreontended: that=it was not:to-be:considered.:
asaritemporising -measure,’ but as: @ change.of::
system: ‘tewhich-Trance: would permanently.ia ads::
here yanil:the revolutionary spiritef the day gavei:
sorhe yplansibilty:td: thei expectation;-thoughthe:
conduet: of: the Krenchrgovernment; gsubsequent foas
thestreaty ofi- Amlens, has ploved 1t-to haVe been«,
groundless.o! leiiz r s

Bu‘mhoweven dlsputable the duty mlght be: on
our. part, 10> tolerate this new trade during the ]ate, _
war, ou.the O*round of any change- that had.px
viously taken place in the West Indies, it is clear
that,the.neutral merchams ‘who had engaged i, it
priorito any notiee-of our hostilities. with, 1Fraggem
weresifititled o-finish thieir voyages withoutimaodse
" "THig 11’1d ¢d’fvas never dlsputed‘f
f s were detfuned o\% Sruf’

- |7 regch plop@xty on, board

lestegt;on:

iyod & [T‘

: \Lﬁ‘}f "13 u(%k i3
th&mfa@t of the smew: calomalur@gulaupnﬁ bean;o
known,ﬂsomethrmg morel seams to have béenndagd:

IR

' QofiE oG
‘that ‘rh‘ls counéry

i
v

‘gt ”péﬁ]h‘psefsmwov _V

Y {40 1 H(lf\!’{ Wi oods

Pl ,‘”‘(L‘ ‘f y.u.? 1‘\ u\q‘%lefc “}...\

to- ’fhe‘
arh

;been glven,‘

T
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m the fulther p1 osecutxon of a t1 ade 50 opposﬂ:e to
‘her belllcrer ent Ti ghts 5 and tlns the rather, because

we had already forborne t0 assert them i m a case
-’somewhat snmlal in the last plecedmg war.—

‘No “such’ notlce ‘was glven prlor ‘to the instruc-

tion of November 1793 ; ‘and therefore the neu-
'tral merchants mlght natlu ally enough conclude,
'fthat the tolelatlon of this commerce, Wthh they
lexperrenced at the commencement of the war
»'Would be’ extended to their future voyages o

- That - these consrdex ations were admitted by his
:Ma‘]esty s ministers, in the dlscussmns that ensued

’,between them and the neutral powers, may be
'Areasonably conJectured but certain it is, that the
Tords commissioners of appeals, adverted to them -

‘as one ‘motive of the great 1ndulgence shewn by
'thelr lordshlps to the class of claimants whose
| cases we are now reviewing ;- ~and consequently, if
'the rlght to give a retroactlve effect to the in-
truction of J: anuary, 1794,
~questroned we have here another gr ound on Wthll
these restitutions may well be reconcﬂed W1th the
,rule of the war 1756. | |
So far were the decrslons of thelr lordsh1ps, even
'. 111 these early and favourable cases, from 1mpeach-
, mg ‘the pr1nc1ple of that 1mp01tant rule, ‘that by

some of them it was  practically affirmed. Such

American vessels Captured n the eummer of 1'793 '

can. reasonably be

35

as.were laden with French colonial produce, and
bound to the ports of France, or to Europe, Were
condemned expressly on that 1ule of law*.. .
IIavmg stated thus generally the conduct both
of the 6\eCllt1V€ government “and of the prlze tri-
bunals, of Great Britain, .in regard to this great
'prmclple of the law of natlons, durmg the last
war, f”I have to add that on the recommencement .
of hostﬂmes Wltll France in 1803 the same sys-
tem was Wlth httle varlatxon pursued RERLN
. An 1nstructlon, dated the 24th of J une in that‘
year, dlrected the commanders of lus Majesty 5
sths of war' and pr1vateers w not 'to, selze any’f

I

« .‘neut1 ral vessels which should be found carrymg

-“ on trade dxrectly, between the colonles of the
-.“ enemy, and the neutral country to Whlch the.
« yessel belonged and laden with property of the

“ 1nhab1tants of such neutral country, prowded
'“ that such neutral vessel should not be supply—

“‘ ing, nor should have on. the outward voyage sup-

“ phed the enemy, with any artlcles contraband

: '“ ‘of war, and should not be tradlng w1th any

« blockaded ports ”?

ThlS provrso had been rendered too necessary

Cases of the Charlotte, ‘Cofﬁn, the. Vol'mt Bessom,

and Betsy, Kmsm'm, 19th Dec 1801, .
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difference between the existing. instruction, and
that of January, 1798 ; except that the ports of

‘this kingdom are no longer pelmltted places of .

destination, fr om the hostile colonies; and that the

cargo, as well as the ship, is now requlred to belong

to subjects of the same neutral country to or from-
which the voyage is made.- R

- The general result of this historical statement

is, that we have receded very far in practice from

the application of the rule of the war 1756, in some
points, while we have adhered to it in others ;. but
that the principle of that important rule in point

“of right, has never been at any time, either theoreti-

cally, or practically abandoned. -
- Let us next enquire what use Thas been made by

‘neutral merchants, of the indulgences which the

‘British government has thus liberally granted.—
We have suffered neutrals to trade with the colo-
“nies of our enemy, directly to or from the ports of
-their own respective countries, but not directly to or
from any other part of the world, ‘England, during

the last war, excepted, -Have they been content |

to observe the restriction?
One pretext of the neutral- powers, for claim-
ing a right to trade with the hostile colonies,
~ was the desire of supplying themselves with sugar,
“and other articles of West India produce, for their
“own consumptlon and it was. Spemously repre-

sented as a particular har dShlp in the case of Ame-

37
r‘ic:a,"’ that, though a near neighbour to the West
Indies, she should be precluded from buyingthose

- commodities in the colonial markets of -our ene-

mies, while shut out by law from our own.

The argument was more plausible than sound ;
for in time of peace, this new power was. subject
to the same general exclusion; as were ‘also the
other neutral nations.— Besides, Denmark has co-
lonies, which more than Qupphes her own moderate
consumption; and as to that of Sweden, and of the

- United States, it was always exceedingly small.
“The only products of the West Indies, that thelatter

usually imported, a little refined sugar, and coffee
from England excepted, were rum and molasses ;

~ and with these we were willing still copiously to

supply them from our own islands ; nor would the

Jimporting of such articles as these from the hostile
_ colonies perhaps have been thought worth a serious

dispute. It is well known that the fr ugal citizens of

America, make molasses for the most part their
substitute for sugar ; and have learned from habit

to prefer it to that more costly article.
. However, this pretext was completely removed,

‘when the British government gave way so far to it,
and the other argumen-té of the neutral powers, as
to allow them to carry on the trade in question,
to their own ports.

“The instruction of 1794,
indeed, seemed not to concede S0 much to the neu-

tral states of Europe; -but When it is recolleoted
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that Dehmalk and Sweden each possessed islands,

in the West Indies, which might be made entre-
: pois between their European dominions. and ’rhe
French colonies, it will be seen. that they Were
put nearly on an equal footing. Wlth the Umted
States of. Amenca e, Rl G

. Had the neutral powels been mﬂueneed by Jus-

tlce and moderation, these concesswns would not .

only have been satisfactory, but might. have been
guarded by reolprocal concessions, perhaps, against
any pernicious abuse ; as was attemptedinthe 12th
article .of our treaty with America, soon . after
negotiated and signed by Mr. Jay.. 1 . 0
The chief danger of our so far. recedmg from the
fulI extent of our belli gerent rlghts, as to allow the
neutral states to import directly the. produee of the

hostile colonies, was that it mlght e re-expoxted

and sent either to.the mother country. in Europe,
or to neighbouring neutral ports, from- -which the
| “produce itself, or its proceeds, might be: easxly res
mltted to the hostile country; in which case our ene;
mies would scarcely feel any serious il -effect. from
the war, in regard to their colonial trade. - It was

w1se1 y,therefore, stipulatedin the American treaty,

' t(hat West India produce should not bere- exported

“during the war from that country ;. and.the; et

ter to reconcﬂe the Umted States to- that, restn(,,-
tion; ‘they.. were .admitted; by the. same -artiele,
$o.aniextensive trade, during the same period,.and
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for tivo years longer, wwh the B1 msh ~West Indxa
1s1ands ’ HETE A e : '
“Had not this equltable qgleement ploved abor-
tlve, arrangements’ of a like tendency would no
‘doubt have been- negotlated ‘with “the neutral
.\powers of Europe : but unfortunately, the clamo-
rous voice of ‘the- ‘French agents, and of a few self-
~ interested men, in America, prevailed' so much
over the suggestions of justice, and the true_,per—
manerit interests of both countries, that in the ra-
tification of the treaty by the government of the
‘United States, the 12th article was excepted.
In truth, those injurious consequences which
formed a reasonable subject of apprehension to this
. ceuntry, were essential to the selfish views of the
‘nentral merchants who had elloaoed in the new
_trade with the French colonies. ‘ |
~To the  Americans espema]ly, Whether dealing
on theu‘ own account, or as secret agents of the
enemy, the profit would have been compaxatlvely
small, and the business itself inconsiderable, had
they not been allowed to send forward to Europe,
_at “least in a_ circuitons way, the produce: they
- brought from theislands. - The obligation of first
, 1mportmg ‘into their own country, was an’incon-
vénience which their geographical position made of
httle moment ; but ‘ the  European, and 1ot the
American market, was that in which alonethe ul-
timate profit could be reaped, or the neutlahzing |
- commission secured.
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3

. In the partlal ratlﬁcatmn of the tleaty by Ame-
rlca, our. goverr nment acqulesced ... No. conven-.
tlonal anangementq onseque,r;tly.remamed W1th
that neutral power, and none ‘
other, for palhatma the evﬂs llkely to arise. ﬁom
the relaxmg mstmctmn but theV Were left 1o,
opel ate, a,nd p1 00‘1 e%swely ‘ro mcre';,se, to that pers
nicious. and dangex ous, extent WhLCII ;shall_be :,preg

vere made with.any

sently notlced iy e ey ] ;,
’,__”'Wax, n c;uspendmo rhe d1rect eommumcatlon
be ween  the hOotl]G colomes and thelr: pa,tent
. states, Cannot dlssolve those tles of propg ty,m

. &
private. connectloa, of taste, opmlon, an hablt

Wh1ch bmd ‘them to each other The colomst Stﬂl
prefers those manufactures of h1s nahve country
with which he has been ubuaﬂy cupphed and stlll

\ WlSheS to lodrre in hor banks, ‘ or Wlth her mer—- :

chants the dlsposable value of hlS produce.‘ ’That
the Lolomal propmetors 1e51den‘r in Europe, must,
desu'e to have theu 1evenue<-‘ remltted thxther, asfor-
merly, is stxll moxe obv1ous and. mdeed suoh an: ad-
V herence to the old Course of thmgs, 1s both Wlth
them and then‘ absent br ethl en, m oeneral rathel a
, matter of 11ecec:31ty, than ch01ee for mortgagees,
" and other creditors, in the mother ntry, are.
commonly entitled to, 1ece1ve a laroe part of the

annua 1;etu1ns of 3 \Vest Indla plantatlon e

“tom, to whatever European market, Whether neu-

41

a most powerful tendency, to find its Wa.y from its
former fountains to its former reservoirs. ‘The

~colonial proprietor, if obliged to ship his goods

in neatral bottoms, will still send them directly
to his home in Europe, if he can; and if not, will
make some neutral porta mere warehouse, ot at
most a market, from which the proceeds of the
shipment, if not the goods themselves, may be re-

~ mitted to himself, or his agents, in the parent state,

Such has ‘been the event in the case before us:

.But let us see more particularly how the grand

objects of the enemy planter and merchant, have
been, in this respect, accomplished. SRR

~ 'When ‘énabled by the royal 1nstruct10ns,
to trade safe]y to and from neutral ports, they
found various indirect means opened to them for
the attainment of those ultimate ends, of which
the best, and most generally adopted were the two
followmg :—They might either clear out for a

neutral port, and, under cover of that pretended

destlnatlon make a direct voyage from the colony
to the parent state ; or they might really proceed
to some neutral country, and from thence re-
export the cargo, in the same or a different bot-
tral or hostile, they preferred. ‘ &
The first of these was the shorte*st and most

i‘ , ! ; convement method the other the most secure —_
‘ Theconsequencew that into whatever new chan~ : , |

nels the commerce of the belligerent colonies may { . B S SRR A S 3
artificially be pushed by the war, it must- alwayshave. || egint e e
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The fornier, was chiefly adopted by ‘the Dutch;on
tlieir  homeward: voyages ; ‘because a: pretended
destination for: Prussian, Swedisly; or Danishiports
in the Nortli Sea, “or- the ‘Baltic; was a";;spl'éhsi*blé
‘inask;ieven in the closest approgimation the:ship
inight make to the Dutch coast; and to the“mos
ment: of her:slipping into -port : -but the:lattet
- method, was commonly preferred by the Spaniards
“and French, in bringing home- their colonial: pro-
ditce’; becanse no credible neutral destination could
inigenersl bepretended, that wouldconsist witlrthe
- geographical position and course of a: 'shi-p*;comin-g'
directly from -the West Indies, if met-with:ftear
theend  of - her ‘voyage, in"the. latitude of; their
priﬁci,pa;l.rpoxﬂcs.‘ TR T R Ak s
" The :American flag, inpart ié:u‘l‘év_,g ‘was acover
that could scarcely ever be adapted to the former
method of eluding ‘our hostilities; while: it was
found péculiarly conveni ent-in ‘the other. - Such
jssthe pesition of the United States, and such the
‘effact 'of :the ‘trade winds, that ”Eﬁ-mpeaﬁ rvessels,
-~ hiomewarl-bound from ‘thie West Indiés; can-touch
‘4t their- ports’ with ' very little “inegnvenience ‘or
“delay ; ‘and: the same is the case, ‘though in:a less
‘dblgres;vin tegaid to vessels coming from the re-
'ibtest parts of South America or the East Indies.
“The passage from ‘the Gulph-of ‘Mexicoy espeé-
“giallyy yans+so “close along the  North; American
“shore, that ships bound from the Havannah, from

Vera Cruz, and other great Spanish ports border-
ing. onthat-Gulph, to Furope, can touch @at cer-
tain ports in the:United States with scarcely any

- deviation:::< On an. .butward voyage to- the. Kast

and. West: Indies; 'indeed, the proper. course is
mare: to the southward; than will well consist with
touching .in . North: America; yet: the .deviation

forsthatpurpose is not.a very formidable incons

yenience: . Prior- to the independency of . that
country,:.it -was not unusual for our: own. out-
ward bound. West Indiamen to call there, for the

.

pur.po'se:;s.of filling up their vacant room with. lum-

" ber or provisions. - -

s»+But this new neutral country, though so. hap-

pily: placed as an entrepdt, 1S obviausly no place

for a fictitious destination, on any voyage between
the colonies and Europe ; because, as it lies mid-
'ivzay»beﬁvveen them, the pretext would be worn out
long before its end. was accomplished. -

o From these: causes ‘it has naturally happened
that the J-prqtect'ion' given by the American flag,

to. the intercourse between our European enemies

and their colonies, since the instruction of January,
1794, has chiefly. been n the way of a double

:voyage, in which America has been the half-way

house, or. central point. of communication. . The

., e

fabrics :and - commodities of Yrance, »Spain, ) and

Holland, -have been brought under American..co-
dours: to: ports. in the. United States ;. and. from

Ayl : i
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a rlo*ht to-Hdve the ﬁrst steak f'or

E;ru‘i thence re-exPorted under the. same flag,{ for st‘he

Sl

T s o

|
S supply 'of the hostlle)colomes., A ain, ¢ the, pro-,,_; g haps,: the’ motlve Was a desxre
v duick Bf° thoseiicolonlesihas been brought/, ina; llkei»;‘ 1 s ) conciliats Ame1 ica. If so; We were most ungrate-ﬁ
maithes; to ‘the” Amemcan"\[;orts, and from, thence;;;;; , . fully- requlted “but m ‘the" other case the 2 EITOL .
re-sliiﬁped to Europe. g e & il ool 3 flowed from a very copious source of our natronal‘ -
hegf‘oyal mstructlon of '17“98 however, opened,, evils; though one too plausrble and popular tg be_-.}‘_:;,‘
odthe e151’é1’r1l1’y§ iieW method of eludlna capture,_-g_, : : mcrdentally developed ina Work hke th1s’-‘

unldéi e Amer can ﬁa and enabled it. to’ perr ¢ a morbid excess of sensrblhty to 1rn
form' that serv1ce for lllH]‘,
manner. The por

in a mere compendlous;;_g; " mercral ‘p‘roﬁt
ts of __us kmgdom, Were AOW

;.;»

trade o their polltleal safcty | |
"The use- 1mmed1ately made by the Amemcan

Smce 1t Was found necessary or. prudent, meiChants of this new’ hcence Was to make apre-;
to~allow European neutrals to cany on this, tlade t i Lo tended' destmatron to’ BlltlSh port that conve- i
dn’éctly to thelr own COlll’ll‘leS, , 1t Was,\ per-u;_ ment cover for avoyage ﬁom the hostlle colomes

to« Europe whlch thelr ﬂa0~ could not otherWJSe
give; and thus to rival the _ne_u_trals of the old
world, in thrs method of pI‘OtGCl}IDO' the West Indra
trade of our enemles Wlule they nearly en crrossed
the other. The destmatron of Amerrcan W est In- .
» dlamen 0 Cowes and a market,” became as pro-
the* neutra ports of Europe V‘, e, ‘had subm}tted , verbial ‘a” cheat in the Admu alty Courts as rmcr

to %'thost dangerous mutllation Qf our, bellwerent;},,-> ' dropping is at Bow street.
’rthts, to gratrfy the rapacrty of othen natlions;, S | Fhéy ofteii- indeed really drd call at Cowes, or
« soni® ‘Gther-port in the channel butl'lt wag in:ge-

R LG

nerély only 0 facrhtate tlnou O‘h avcormnunlcsatron
bemtr oblwed to spare a' cek \tam part,o‘f. lns body tpwl ol with théi aoents hexe, and by correspondenceWrthm ;

I.A STEIG T { )3 SRt : B ; . o 3
feea“‘hrs hl‘iniliy companrons3 1easonably 9larme§l 4 _thelr prmupals “in the hostile countrres,
i\lJ "’).l?.J’Ji b -

oursélVeé a share of' those l‘lCl’l 1mports, Vthh wer
’ noW llkelyt
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' se;l m our markets When he pnces
| ly the 1nteresc ‘of thelr ‘f en‘

ult1mate purpose of the voyege ',"fhey might even

) ade 1t cleam
.or Spcllllul} employers
toi doz ‘so hut whether Havre, Am'sterdam,. ,Hem-
burOh, or London, mlght be the I |
mdrl\et the effect of touching. in Encrland was
gonlmonly only that of enabhng them to deter,
meé;"én what way the 1ndulgence of thxsr count1 y:
mlghtihe'uied W1th the Orreate<t proﬁ ;tonon}'}gne?
I_nxes. ‘ '

= Thls last extensmn of our mlnous hberahtyj

his not, m'the plesent Wal been renewed lTh?
which

mefhod of ‘the ‘double voyage therefore, hich

was alwayb the most prevalent, is novv the only

mode of Amencan neutrahzatlon 1n the colomal
2

AN

trade. Lo :
Tt rnay be thoucrht perhaps, tha,t tl]l‘} allowed
method of eludlncr our hostﬂltles, mxght ha,ve
contented the I‘rench and Spanlards and them

eutrahzmo awents, as a dellverance from "tll the
perils of capture, sufficiently cheap and safe, to sa-
tlsfy the enemies of tlns great mar 1t1me country,
When they durst not sheW a pendant on the
ocean. To neutxals, tradmg on their own ac-
| . cotint, this quahﬁed admission mto the noh com-
merce of both the. Indles, __may seem 5,_,to ha)e
been a boon advantaoeous enough vvlllenﬂeon-~
sidered” as’ a glatmtous gam denved from. the

RIS EU

’ mISfOI'tURGS of other natlons.E But modex atlon,_

TSI LS K

: h,_faan in thexr lntelcourse w1th the Spama,rh'

whicl* ‘Were' takéii on board in Spam

87

i the "t:ompamon of JUSthG, and belohgi no‘; to

T

wzth the mjured'party one unvmhted or"}'»
%bdlcated rmht S

Amenca e

Al

powers, ‘wils peun ted to calry the ‘produce ot‘

the hostile” colonles to her own ports, and from

thénce’ mlght e‘(port it 'to Europe nay, even to
France and Spf—un

a7 1

por f‘the manufactmes of those Countrles and
mlght af’terwards export the same 0"oods to thelr
eolon:es 5 hut ‘the’ Word dzrecﬂy, m the l'oyal

1nstructlon, as Well as the spmt of these relaxa-

tios; “in’ general plamly required; tlnt there

should‘be a bona Jide shlpment from, or dehvery
in, the neutral countrvmm other' vox ds that the

’ voyage should actually, and not coloulably, om-.

gmate T Jtermmate in Quch a way as the suhsxst— '
mg rule allowed: : '

“The Amerlean merehants however very ea,rly

&_,_'

to eludc the t

' Wald to Spaln, with produce Wthll they had shxpi

ped»m her colomes or to the Iatter, W1th supp‘heo,

Afln .‘~ R EIL

i

: .‘f‘ ;
Tt “sédmy scarcely nécessary to sheW, -

‘e"' seen hke other~ :neutral _

She  was also at llberty 6




,-touchm
- does not make her voyage a branch . of . the trade
of that country. Our Fast-India trade,is not-the

' «trade of St. Helena
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~ this . pragctice; the licence accorded by sthe Bri-
tish.-government was. grossly abused: 1 What:was.
‘the. pnnmple of the | 1elaxat10n ?—=an indulgence

expressly to the commerce of neutral countries.

“What, was the object of the restriction ?~To pre-
- vent, as:much as consisted with that mduloence,
the intercourse between the European enemy: -and
his : colonies, - in neutral ships.

‘But - the mere
or stopping, of a ship at any -country,

Neither was it any: restraint
on the intercourse between the enemy -and:his

-colonies, such as could gravely be supposed to.be

‘meant by the restriction; to oblige him' merely to

~ . drop anchor, at some neutral pott in"his way."

~ According to ‘some recent doctrines, - mdeed
Wthh that great champion of neutral- rights, the
murdelel of the Duc' I’ Enghem, inculcates, trade
in a neutral vessel, be the voyage what it may, is
meutral trade ; but America does not, in the pre-

sent case at least,assert that preposterous. rule; for -

she tacrtly professes to acquiesce in the restriction
in_question, when, in point of form, she: -complies

~ withit; and the neutrality of the trade, in the sense
of the royal instruction, is plainly a local idea: .---1t
. 1s the commeree, not of the ship, but of the: coun-

Ay 'to, whicli” indulgence was. meant to be given.
The only: questlon, therefore, isy Whether the trade
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between - Franc:e or:Spain-and their: Jcolbmes, be-

.comestHé trade of: Americaj: merely ‘becaiise: the

"bhlps* :whichr conduct 1t ‘call gt one: of ‘hiet ports
~on:their; wayrrf : ’
By the merchants, jand: custom—house dﬁ’icéi's
_.of the: Unlted ‘States; the" liie of. rleutral: dut’y ih
ithis-case was: ewdently not miseonceivedsy for'the
idepartures from ity were: carefully concealed ‘by
.artfulzand fraudulent: contrivance,’ ' When'! a’shlp
-arrived at 'one of ‘their ports to neutralize & Voyag’e
-that: fell: within’the restmctlon, e. g g Cfrom'a Spamsh :
icolony: to: Spam, all her papers ‘were 1mmedlately
:séntson shore; or' destroyed Not oné'docutnénit
~wasiléftywhich could disclose the fact thiat herfca’l"gb
-hadsbeen: taken :in -at a colonial port :* and néw
bllls,of lading, invoices, clearances; and passponts
‘Were:put-.on: board; all 1mport1no~ ‘that it “had
‘been: slnpped in; America;

NPT T { v?,,:;i", iy g

Nor were oﬁimal cer-

| tlﬁcates, or: oaths wanting, to' support ‘tlie falla-
~cious: pretence ~The fraudulént: precauticn ‘of thie

agents: often:went so far; as to dmcharge ‘all the

_‘ofﬁcers and: creW, and somettmee ‘even ‘the ihas-
“geryiand: to* ship=an‘entire ‘new’ company ‘in'theéir
“$teady: who, bemg 1gnorant of “the-formé: branch
<of:the: voyage; icould;-in case’ of* exammation or
‘eapture; support the new. papeérs: by Ithigii- declét-
-rations and oaths, -as far as. their knewleﬂgé‘ e%-
tended; with'a:safe consciencé:: Thuky the ship
-and; cargor were sent. to sea’ agam perbapsawmhm

3
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| e;ght and ;forty hours from the. time -0f -her aris
-yal,in acondltlon to defy t the scrutiny of any Bria

tlsh cruizer, by which she should be stopped
and exammcd in the course of her. passacre to
Europe. ‘ e e

- By, stratagems hke these, the commerce be-
tween our enemies and their colomes was. carried . |
on even more securely, than if neutra]s had been

perrmtted to conduct it in the most open manner, :

in a direct and single voyage. .. :
In that case, both the termsof the voyage bemg

| hostlle, and the papers put on board at the port of

shlpment being derived ﬁom an enemy, or. from
agents in the hostile country, the suspicion. of. 8
visiting officer would be broad awake;. and. a
strict exammatlon, even though the vessel should
be brought into port for the purpose, would, ge-
nerally speakmg, be justifiable and safe. The: al-
leged right of property in a neutral clalmant of
the cargo: might also in such a case be exa.mmed
up to its acqulsltlon in the hostile, couptry, by the

~ light of the -evidence found on board. Whereas,

in the Iatter branch of the voyage that has been

| descmbed all ordmaxy means of detecting. the
| }property of an enemy ynder 1ts ‘peutral garb,, are

i v

a8 effectually Wlthdl‘a,Wll, asif the. tra,nsactxon ‘ha d
‘_fleally begun i in.aneutral port, :

The ulegal plan. of the voyage ;tself IS very_‘

once?.led durmo its_ anterier . bmn@h,

}

|

: 5l

smce ‘the papers ‘then point only to’ the ‘neutral

country; as the ultimate place of destination and

there-is not the least necessity for hazaldmg a
dlsclosuxe to the master, much less to the. crew,
that the real intention is dlﬁ"erent

W],th such faCllltleS, it is not strange that thls'

fraudulent practice should have prevailed to a great .

_extent before it met the attentlon of our prize
tnbunals. In fact; though often since mc:dentally
dlscovered ‘in the course of legal procee dmgs, it
earn’s scarcely ever be detected in_the first instance

by‘a-‘captor at sea, so as to be a ground of seizure, -

unless by an acmdent such as once brought 1t fo
JudlCla] notice. ‘ :

A ship, with ‘a valuab]e cargo of sugars from
the Havannah on her passage to Charlestown,
the port to -which she belonged, was: stopped

and exammed by a British privateer. As the papers '

were perfectly clear, and concurred W1th the mas-
ter’s declaranon, in shewing that the cargo was
going on account of the rAthI‘IC‘dIl own.ers to

: Challestown whele the voyacre was to end the

.Shlp was immediately released. |
 After a stay of a few days at that port she

‘salled again with the same identical cax go, ‘bound
‘apparently to- Hamburrrh, pelh'tps, in’ fact to

Spain; but with an entire new set of | papers ﬁom
the ownels and the Custom House, all'i 1mp01 ting

‘that the car 80; not-one package of Wthh had been

~




' was solemnly attested on oath.

{ﬁurope, aﬂd consequently 1llegal ¥
t‘%'é . e

i
A

)a’t ;4

, ved"smce she left the Havannah had Been
taken on board at Charlestown. The fact alsw

[t

......

Soon after the commencement of this second‘

part of her voyage she was agam ‘brought to by &
Brltlsh cruizer ; and her papers, aided by the mas-
ter qasseveratlons, ‘would doubtless have indueed: a
second dlsmlssal but for one ‘awkward:-coinci:
dence It happened that the visiting cruizer, was
the very same prlvateer by which she had" beeh
boarded on her voyage from the Havannah ; and
whose commander was able to recognize and iden-

_'tlfy both her and her cargo, as those he had lately
exammed \ Hr

ThlS case came Dby appeal before the lords

comrmssxoners, who ﬁndmg the above facts cledr
;and undisputed, thought them a sufficient ground
!for condemning the property, They held that ttie
touchmg at a neutral port, merely for the purpose :
:of colourably commencing a new 'voyage, and
‘_;thereby eludlng the restrictive rule of law, in'a
“bi anch of it not relaxed by the royal instructions,
“éonlld ot ‘légalize the transaction; but that it

ought nevertheless to be considered as a direct and
from the" hostlle colony to

,1«,'

£

contmuous voyage

TR

& C?Se °f the Mercmy, Roberts, at, the Cock ¢ Julylﬁ.lSn

}806,a,nd Jan. 13 1802,

[T N

R natlous

"”espeually When 1t was consuleled , thi 1

is,

oy In! this case, the detection bemg full and con-.
cluslve, it would have been in valn for the cl almants‘,'
to contend that there had been an actual xmpor-i
tation into Ameri ica, Wlth an mtentmn to ldnd and
sell the cargo. But otber cases occurred Wherem
the evidence taken in the prize court, br ought t

light. less mrcumstantm]ly ‘the fact, that the |

captured cax goes, thou gh ostensnblv slnppecl m
America, had been prewously brought in the same
bottoms, and on account of the same persons, from
Spain, or, a. Spamsh colony 3 and In these cases a,n
explanation was offered by the American clmm—
ants,, to. Wlneh the court of admiralty, a and the lords
commls:ﬂonels, in their great indulgence, thought
proper to listen, 1t was alleged, that the impor-
tations into Amerlca were genuine, and were made
\witha view to the sale of the cargoss mthat country,

but that in consequence of a £l of price in the
\ markets, the importers found themselves unable

-to_sell without loss 5 and therefore were obhged

contr ary to their orlgmal desrgn, to. re~export the »

_cargoes, . and send them to Europe or the West

. Indies,. accoxdlng to the now dcknowledged destx-

An excuse hke tl]lS, bad it been offe1ed ‘

in the first mstance ‘with a_gr atmtous d.sclosu}'e

of the anterior lrauch of the transaction, rmgbt

‘.,l;reasonably have been reoewed with (hfﬁdence 5

z‘tb.
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composing; thése cargoes, were of a kind not- gene-
rally. consumed in America; - and such- as could,

be.jn common demand there.only for the purpose

of re-exportation to.that very, country, to which
they were now actually .proceeding. Such is noto-
riously the case, in respect of the white sugars of

the Havannah, and alse in respect. of the plantas

tion stores, and supplies usually sent to the foreign
- West Indies from Europe, of which these cargees
were chiefly composed; and it was evidently very
unnatulal that a mexchant found in actual cen«
nection both with. the hostile colonies, and ‘with

the hostile or. prolnblted port in Europe, as an .

importer- ﬁom the one, and an exporter to the
other, shiould have been driven umntentxonally,
and- by neee»sxty alone, into that very convenient
and profitable course of tlade, which he was fouﬁd
Vactually pursuing.

- But. when the studled suppressxon of the former

branch of the transaction, is taken into the ac- -

~ count and when it is conbxdezed that this excuse
was epmmonly brought forward in the last in-
stance, to avert the penal consequences of a dis-
covery ace1dentally made in the prize court ; the
ppetence must be: admitted to have been in-the
highest degree SUSp_lCll;Olls,.,lf_ not absolutely un-
worthy of credit. | | .
“Yet such has been the extreme lenxty of those
trlbunals, of whose severity .the enemy and hlS

these cases admitted and required.
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-neutrahmng -agents have the effrontery to com-
plain; that these excuses:were not: re;ected as'in-

‘eredible y and the claimants wereindnlged, When

necessa,ry, -with time - to ‘establish” them in pomt
of fact, by further proofs from America. "

.- 'When an-actual attempt to sell the- carg(’f in
the neutral port, has been in such cé’s’es' "allégea’; o
and in any degree verified; that fact has-been héld
‘sufficient to support the general excuse.” A cargd
of .Spanish manufactures shipped at Bilboa, and
taken when proceeding from America to the' Ha-
yvannah;. on- account of the same Shlppels ‘wis
restored -on evidence of an attemipt to sell ha,v-
-ing been made by the claimant; on 'the ‘ship®s
arrival. at: Phsladelphla though the cargo chleﬂy'

‘ con51sted of nails for sugar boxes, an artlcle con-.

sumed only in-the Spanish \Vest Indies*.-
Certain other general criteria of a bona ﬁde 1m~
portation into the neutral countr y, have beeti in

2 ‘ ‘ < ﬂ ,? & \_;‘

. Those who are conversant with the busme<s of
the prize court,: well know, that aﬁidavns in-furs
ther proof, are never wanting to suppért every ‘
ease that a claimant may be - al]owed tofsétop.
It may be éven asserted W1th tr uth, that pro*pex‘iy

L * ease of the Eagle, — VVueksL at ’che Cockplt; Mav
ISth, 1802. Y «
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Ltaken under neutral colours is scarcelyt everieons«
;demned but by a sentence which in effect:im-
peaches the neutral merchants and their agents;of
~wilful and. elaborate perjury.. Noris:the. shockmg
;fact surprising, -if .it be considered;: that: every
man who. undertakes, for a commission; to: cover
~.the enemy’s property under neutral papels, “én-
gages beforehand to furnish all. the. perjury: ‘that
~may be necessary to support his claim in case of
' capture, .as an ‘essential - part . of - the contract.

Courts, of prize, therefore, wisely lay much ‘stress

on such probable presumptions as may arise from
undisputed facts ; especially such facts as~are- ‘col-
lateral to the main transaction, . of>a public na:
ture, and not likely to. have been: contrlved for
 the purpose of imposition. EEE RIS

Accordingly, in the class of cases we are con=

51der1ng, it was held of great 1mportance to shew,
that the cargo had been landed in-the neutral
port, that the duties on importation had been paid,

and that the first insurance had been made for a
voyage to terminate in the neutral country T
a case of. this description, which came before Sir
‘ Wllham Scott early in 1800, he laid - great stress
on, these circumstances, especially the two for mer;
regardmg them as the clearest general md1ca-
tions of the orngxnal intention on which he could
found his; judgment ; and accoxdmgly, on: proof
being exhibited ‘that the goods “in questlon ‘had.
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._been landed rand the duties: for - them” paid “in
_America; he restored: the proper tv’le
commissioners, in subsequent .cases - before them,

"The lords

.were.of the same opinion ;. and therefore it becarme

,~ta01tly a general - rule, that when: the “excuse Jin

questlon was set:up by a claxmant -he must sup-

- port. it - by :shewing those. otdmary features of
- A-sincere and genuine 1mporta.t10n., e meng
., But, unfmtunately, such practical rules- as ‘are
. devmed for the better discovery of: truth, and! ‘sup-
jpression of fraud in the prize court, are: ‘liable'to
lose: their -effect as soon as they become-known

inneutral countries; for. persons meditating future
imposition, will adapt their conduct: prospectivély
to.the rule of practice, so as to prepare the means
of furnishing, in case of nece551ty, the proofs Wh1ch

: they know. will be reqmred

.. The landing the cargo in America, and re-shlpv'

‘_ pmg it in the same bottom, were:no very costly '

precautions : for. better  securing - ‘the. merchant

against the perﬂ of capture and-detection in the

latter branch of these important voyages. In fact;
it is. commonly a’necessary proceeding, in'*-ors
der: to clean, and refit, or repair the vessel’s for
in the West India trade, ships must usually go int6

dock to. be careened and receive all necesseu Y re-

»_\\, KRS ERL

IS Case of the Polly, SRS Lasky at the Admlrélty, 'Feb’

G 8
'._:‘( & LRNPLS
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piflrs,-once in every. voyage.
therefore, whose ships are constantly employed:in

this circuitous commerce between the West Indies

‘and Europe, must, to maintain them.in propericon-

dition, either submit to -th@é,gi'eat“;expence\ and:dis-

advantage of careening .and repairing in a foreign

and:belli geré,_nt country, or embrace:the: oppontus

nity of doing so onthe arrival at ,t-'h_eir.':qwn »-qunt‘s_,,'
either on the outward voyage from Europe;: or

the return. It is, probably, so ‘much ch’ea{pen,té

doeck their ships in Ameiiéa, than in Spain or
the West Indies, as to (,ompensate them for-the

expence of landing and reshipping the cargo. .

. 'The laying a foundation for the necessary. evi~ -

,dence, in reoard to Insurance, was -a -still easier

work: for though at first they sometimes insured

the whole intended voyage, with liberty. to-touch
in' America, it was afterwards found, in. conse-
quence ‘perhaps of the captures and discoveries
we have noticed, to be much safer for the under-
writers, and consequently cheaper in.point of
-p‘remiu'm to the owners, to ‘insure Sepaltate] y-the
two branches of the voyage ; in which case, Ame-
rica necessarily appeared by the policies. on - the
Aﬁrstgbfan,ch,, to be the placé of uitimate destina-
tion; and onthelast, to bethat of original shipment.
’The payment of duties, then, was the. only re-
.xmammg badge. of . the simulated intention- for
.which . the mercha,nts had to. pI‘OVIde -and - here

Ammerican;owners;
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they" found facilities from the port’ officers ahd |

y government of the United States, such-as obwated

every:inconvenience. ~On the arrival - of a cargo

destined for re-expor tation in the course of tlhiis
indirect commerce, they were allowed to'land the B
goods; and ‘even'‘to put them in ‘private” ware-

“houses,’ ‘without' paying any part of the dut1es 7

and without any further trouble, than' that of
givinga bond, with condition that if the goods

~ should not: ‘be re-éxported the duties should ‘be
paidi- - On their re-shipment and exportation, of-

ficial: clearances weré given, in- which no ‘mention

‘was ‘made ‘that the eargo consisted of- bonded ‘or

debentured goods, which had previously been’ en~
tered for re-exportation ; but the ‘same general

forms were used, as on an original’ shipment of
~.goods which had aetually paid duties in Amefica.

Nor was this all ; for, in the event of capture and

farther inquiry 1espect1ng the  importation  into

America, the collectors and other officers were ac-

‘commodating enough solemnly to certify, that the
duties had been' actually paid or. secured to-the
United States ;
“bonds had been afterwards discharged on the pr0~
duction of debentures, or other official mstrumentg
, Cextlfymg the re—e‘{port'xtlon of the goods. -

withholding the fact, that the

S b
St :‘U

+: Byithiese means, the Amerlcan merchant Whe-'
lther trading on his own account, .or s an: agetit

for:the enerny, was"enabled securely toicarry:dn
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a_eommerce, .such. as' the royal instructions.were
far.from meaning. to t01e1 ate. ;. If by any-accident:
or. madvertency, the - precedmg branch. - of , the>
voyage should be discovered,  he had an excuse, at
hand, such as would be accepted by the British-
prize cou;:_t, and Whlch he was prepared to support.-

by, such ev1dence, as he knew before hand_,wgn}d .

suﬁice o
But rules of practlee, whleh ha.ve been dewsed
by any court, for the guidance and assistance-of. its..
own, _]udgment on questions of fact, can. ewdently
not be binding :on the court - itself, when disco-
vered to be wo longer conducive to- that- end
’much less when. they are found to -be . made:

SQbSQI;VIGI}t: to t__he. purposes’ of imposition  and.
fraud. The lords commissioners of appeal, there-

fore, finding it manifest in a recent case,that
the alleged importation inte Salem, of a cargo

which had been shipped in Spain, and afterwards
re-shipped for the Havannah in the same bot--

tom, was Wholly of a colourable kind ; and that
noththstandlno ‘the usual clearances and. ce1t1—
ﬁcates, the duties had not been finally paid to the
Amerlcan custom-house ; rejected the clalm, and
condemned the ship and cargo* |

T Case‘_ of the Essex, —_ Orme, at the Cockpxt May 22
1805,

Fhere Were'in this case great doubts asto the neutrahty of
the property ; and their lordships did not" express on “whisit

REE
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Tn 'this ‘casé, ‘as in others' of the ‘samé descrip-
tioh, ‘there was found on board an affidavit of the
propmetor, ‘stating,” “that ‘the’ - goods had ‘been’

«Jaden-on board from stores and wharfs at’ Salem,'i

« and that the duties thereon were secured’ o’ the'
« [ited States, or paid, according to law.” Yet
it-afterwards appeared, on his own admlssmn, that”
he had only given the usual bond on the: entry;.’
of the cargo from Barceldna ; which, as.we have:
seen, is a ‘security to re-export, rather than to pay. :

' dut1es on, the cargo, and which had. been accord-; ‘

ingly cancelled on the re-expor tation. i
. Two ‘other Ameérican cases were soon. after
heard at’ the: Admiralty," in which, under snmlar
circumstances; ' the: learned judge of  that court‘ i
made similar: decrees ; holding, that this mode of
landmg, and paying or securing duties on, the car-:
goes. in Aimerica, was not sufficient to. constltute'
an 1mportat10n into the neutral count1 y, SO, as to "
break the continuity of the voyage from’ ‘rh63

French colonies to Europe, and thereby legalize’

the transaction under the 1ndu1gent 1nst1uct10nf

- now in force; the mtennon of the partles ap—"

parent]y bemo to elude the ]egal restmctxon ¥

ground they decided ; ‘but their sentence was unde1 stood ‘at

~the ba1 to havé been founded on the 1llegahty of the tlade

------

% Cases of the Enoch and the Rowena, at the Admlraltv,
July.23 5 1805, ' »
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< It seems lmposmb]e for any man serloubly to
drswpprove of ‘these decisions, without- denying
the validity of the rule of law, which'it'is the
purpose of - these colourable importations ' into
America to evade—a rule which, as: we have seen;

is'acquiesced in by the neutral powers theinseélves.
" The payment or non-payment of dutles in
a'neutral country canmot, of itself, vary our bel—
ligerent rights; nor can the mere landing and

reshipment of* goods, without a change of pros

perty or intention, give to the owner any right
of'carriage which he did not previously possess-«-
Those circamstances consequently were-never re-
garded in the prize court as of any intrinsic or

substantive importance; they were ‘merély'?éo'ni' ‘

sidered as evidence of the alleged primary inten:

“tion of the neutral importer; and’ that intention

was:enquired into only for his benefit; in order to
absolve him' from strong general presumptions
against thefairness and legality of the myage*" It
- would therefore hcwe been inconsistent and prepos-
terous, to give to any or all of those circumstances
any justificatory effect, when the ey were found-not
at all to support the favourable conclusions which
had:been originally drawn from “them; ‘but ra-
ther, on' the contrary, to confirm the general
adverse presumptions, which they had been onde
supposed to repel.. - When it ‘was'found that the
duties: had - been - secured, ‘not-in & way-Hatii:
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rally. applicable to. goods meant, to. besold and
consumed n Amerlca, but in a. mode devised for
the speclal convenience of importers mtendmg a
~ re-exportation, . the suspicion - that the. dalmantz
“originally meant to-continue the voyage, as he
eventually did, was. obviously. strengthened 1f not

‘ dbsolutely confirmed.

i If .the justice or consmtency of our priZe t1i~
bunals in these cases, needed a further defence,:it
rmght be. found in the great ﬁequency, 1 might
§g3§;‘un;zelsafl,1ty, of the excuse which they had.toe.
j_n,dglggntl y allowed.. The credit. of the main
prétext'itéelf was worn out by frequency. of use,

- A man on whose person- a stolen watch should
be found, might allege that he had picked it up-
in: the street, and might find probable evidence to
satisfy a maglstrate that his defence was well-

| founded ‘but what if he were found possessed of

ten or twe_nty watches, stolen at different times, -
from different persons, and should offer in respect
of ,therm_f;ﬂl, the same identical explanatioh 2.+ The
same evidence would now be reasonably regarded
as. msufﬁment to deliver him from the lnghly a,g~
gravated-suspicion. . S SRIECI
Or, ‘to borrow an 1]Iust1a,txon ﬁom a case more
neally parallel, and one which is. practically noto-
rious ; i—A neutral vessel is taken in the attempt
to enter a blockaded port, 'w hich lies wide of her
gourse to that place to which she is ostensibly. des-
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-

" tined ; the excuse offered to. the. captor isy that a
storm had ‘driven her out of her proper course and
' that, bemg indistress, she was gomg 1nt0 the block~
:aded port of . necessrty, in order . to “refit. For
once or thce, perhaps, such excuses mlght gam
credit, on the oaths of the master and his people,
but a multltude of vessels are taken in the same
'attempt “and’ all ‘their masters ouve pre(nsely
the same ‘excuse They ‘have all- met Wlth’ a
storrn ; and are all obhged by dlStleSS, to put in
the pl‘Ol]ll)lted port ‘Surely the comrna dersof
the blockadmg squadxon, and the Judges of the
. pnze COU.ltS, may now Justrhably shut the:r ears;
"to tlns stile pretext unless it comes supported
‘ by more th'mordrnary ev1dence B

TSN

“So in the case before us, when 1t has been
found dulm “several ycals, that all Amencan
‘merchants detected n carrylng ﬁom thelr own
country to Europe, ‘produce whlch they had im-
| poz rted: 1nto the former in the same bottoms, ﬁom
'«the colonles of out enemies, have exactly the
same exculpatory facts to allege the'_defence, on
this, grouad alone, nnght Justly forfelt the cre-
d1t which it in the first instance . recelved It

Would be strange mdeed, 1f SO many men, had :

all been acc1dentally, and reluctantly, dqven
consult their own mterest to the utmost possrble
: advantage, th1 ou crh a dlsappomtment m thelr more
| ’abstment views; and - compelled to go eventually

o

e e 3 S

. S T

~way no’ longer

65
to the best malkets,” 1nstead of sellmg, as they de,
smned at the WOI st o .

spe'nt on the lnstory of these circuitous Voyages,
whrch though an- extensnve, form but a sm@le,
»bx anch of ‘the abiises 1 wish to expose._ - ’
Tt was however not unimportant to sheéw in’ 1t
th true suchct of those violent cl amours Wlth Wthh :
the pubhc ear has beén lately assalled “The recent
invectives of the Moniteur; and the complamts of "
the Amer1can merchants ‘which® have been echoed,
by our: own’ newspapers, and falsely alleged to
have produced concessrons from his Majesty s go—
vernment, liave all had no sounder foundatlon than
the late conduct of our prize courts” as- ‘here ‘ex-
plained,'in regard to this indirect trade. The sole
offencé is, that those trlbunals, finding themselves
to have been ‘deceived for years past by fallacmus
ewdence, have resolved to be cheated in the same
1t is on this” account only, and
the consequent capture of some America \Vest:
Indiamen supposed to be pract1s1ng the old fraud ‘
that we are decused of msultmg the neutral powers, ‘
of mnovatmg on thie acknowledged law of natlons, :
and of treatmg as contraband of wa1 the pro- |
duce of the: West India Islands., REE AR
Though these colluswe voyages, are the most ge- |

' neral abuse of themdul gence glven by the royal m-a

N
N "‘-:u ‘«:":,l..‘-ns

Cox




oK

S R T M e

i TG UYL A AU e oyt

e T

=
L

S
e

o

it

Fmie e
T e e

e A
7

TR T

R e e

sl
Spnas i
e =S

SRl

e

s

sl R

B

v 3. B8
P

T
T

<3

o

L T

=

|

stmctlons, and’ are a mode of mter*course with the
_hostxle colomes, pecuharly productlve of ‘afraudu=
lent carriage for. the enemy ‘on: ‘his - owini: account
" under neutral dngﬂlSG, the suppression.‘of the prac-
tice would by ‘no ‘means remedy the enormous:
evﬂs which result from that intercourse:in. general
An adherence by our prize ‘tribunals totheir
1ecent precedents, will no doubt put a stop to: the
re-exportation from neutral ports, of the same ¢o-
_'lomal produce, in the same identical bottom; :and
‘on.account of ‘the same real or 'ostensible owners
“by whom it was 1mported -but a.change: of :pro=
";perty in the neutral country willbea false pretence
ieasﬂymade, and not easily detected : no;'aW1ll the
substitution of a different vessel, add -very muchto
the trouble or expence of, the transaction. Two
hshlps arriving about the same time, in the same
harbour, may. commodiously exchange their car-
“goes, and proceed - safely with them to the same
“places, of ulterior destination. In shorty ‘new me-
~ thods of carrying the produce of thie: hostile colo-
Vniesto any part of Europe, willnotbe wantmg,not
“will there be any dearth-of meansforamplysupply-
'»"mg those colonies with the manufactures of their
“parent states, so ‘long as both are permltted not

“only*to be brou ght to, but expor ted from;a’ mneu-.

E ‘tral country, according to the existing imstruction.
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j S H‘avmgashewn how much, has been. 1ndu1gently

coneeded to the neutral ﬂag, in 1es_pect of. the, co-

1 ionlal trade.of ;our, enemles, and how much more .

it has- hcentlously and fraudulently assumed I Ppro:
ceed: tos:notice; @s; bueﬂy as, possxb}e, the hwhly
alarmmg effects. o0 00 :

~The- mischief, to. correct whlch the 1u1e of the -
war . 1756 was ﬁrst apphed ‘was. of a partla’l
and.limited kind. In ‘that war, neutlal shlps,
though admitted mto some of , the colonlal ports
.of (France, were by no means the sole carriers of
-theiriproduce or supplies. .. The enemy contlnued
‘toremploy: his own commercial flag, as far as hlS in-

sadequate . power: of protectmg it extended 5 and
T rneutrals were rather pa,rtnexs i, than assignees of

_thé national monopoly _ : :
+In the American’ war, their partlclpatxon in th’is '
commeree, was still more limited.. '

- But during the last war, and in the present a far
inore comprehensive innovation has taken place.
~France and Holland have totally. ceased to trade

'under their own flags, to or from the ports of any
~of; 'rheu colonies ; - and_have apparently assxgned
sthe Whole of these branches of their commerce,
‘to the merchants of neutral states. ... . ... . .~

D painy though with more hesitation, 'md bv gra-
dual advances,; has nearly made as entire a trans-

' fer of all her trade with her colomes on- the At» |
. lantic; a_nd if any resérvation now remams, it is xg,),
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krespect of some part only of the specxe -and : bul-
hon, for conveymg whicha ship of war or two may,
be occaswnally rlsqued. ; Even these most. yaluable

NS )

exports have been large]y 1ntrusted to the neutral

n’s

ﬂag, at Vera Cruz, _ Carthagena, La Plata, and

‘other ports 5 whlle the stlll more: lmportant com- .

known no othe1 protectlon * L

Of the French coloniés i gn the Antxlles, of Cay.-
enne and ‘Dutch Gulana, Whﬂe that ‘country was

g,i‘f' Rk B

I stlle to

E, !.v

men_t 'hlch have remalned under a ﬂamhost;le to
this country,' it ‘may be truly aﬁilmeu that neutrals
,have _been their only carriers. The meroautxle
colours of thexr respectlve countrles,,aud of itheir

confederates ha.ve been absolute strangers intheir

_ports. Even the crum trade of Senegal, has:been

made over to neutrals, and its. gamson supphed
by them m return ' O P

' But Why should I enumerate the partloulars of
'thls unprecedented case, When it- may.be truly af-
ﬁrmed in few Words, that not a single merchant

slzzp under a ﬂag mzmzcal to Great Britain,:now

i

'cr sses t/ze equator, or. trwverses zbe Atlcmtzc

oAty

VE I
srihiag

»};,HQ Cases of; the Flora, Arnold Gladlator, Emeha, Vela'

. Cruz,
BINIENS

&, &e, et the .Cockpit.

_;of _ the‘; Isles of I‘rance and. Bourbon,
,of Batavna, Ma : 14la, and of all other As1atxc settle-

69

:Though' to the generahty of my 'reg,dels thrs
proposmon may seem entraordméiry and Berhaps

too-strange’to- be bélicved, yet’}lt forms ()An[y!p'a;)rtr:9
of a still more comprehenswe and sin O"ula,r truth—

LR ﬁ?

Withthe exception only ly qf a ver J small portzon qf :

the coasting trade ‘of our. enemzes not a mezﬁgfantzle

sail of any descrzplzon, now enters or Llears from, '

their ports in any part of the globe, but zmder neu-
tml colours. , My more 1mmed1ate busmess how—

L ’5

our: mdulgence alone -A ‘and Whlch ﬁaud and per4
jury‘could not rescue from our ‘cruizers, 1f we d1d
ot forbear to exercrse ou1 clea.r bellxgerent
rlghts k ‘

*:The commerce Wthh thus eludes the grasp of

‘our naval ‘hostilities, is not only rich and varlous,
'but of a‘truly’ alarmlncr magmtude

The merr'antlle registers at’ Lloyd salone, mlght

-}sufﬁolent]y manifest its great extent; for they an-

nounce every week, and almost - every day, nu-

“merous " arrivals of ' ships “from "America in the
-ports of ‘Holland and France ‘and it is noto- |
“rious that® they are freighted, for the most part ,
«with sugar; coffee, and the otherrich productlons of
“the French and Spanish West Indies.’ Indeed

when the h'trvests of Europe have not falled 50 much

.as tq_occasion a large demand  for the: flour and' '
grain of North America, that country has scarce—‘

Yoo

]y any native ‘commodities, “t6bacco excepted

!
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that “ean’ be ‘the sﬂyects ‘of 'such “a" oommcrce
Thesef vessels retutn' chiefly i ballast 5 bt the
portlon of goods they obtain as retarn C'Lrgoes
are’stores and manufactiives; destitied for the sup-

ply of the hostile" colomes, thouoh prevxous}y to!

passfthrough the neutralizing’ process in “Atiterica’
1 Efiormous is ' the ‘amount of'the produoeiof thie'
new :world, thus poured into the south, as' wellas
thé torth of Furope; under cover of -the' néttral

flag | /At €adiz; at Barcelona; and ‘the other Spa,-'

nighe por ts; whether within or without the Med‘lter—
rdiean; neutral vessels are perpetually’ 1mportln
unless when interrupted by our blockades, ‘the

sigar:of tlie Havannah, the cocoa, mdxgo and‘

hides'of: South’ America,” the dollars and- mcrots of

Mexico and Peru; iand returmng ‘with Eur opean

manufactures; chleﬂy the rivals of our own. East
India*goods, are -also imported by thesé com-

‘miercial - auxiliaries into Spain ; but-still’ ‘more co-

piously, into Holland and France.

“iNoris it only in their own ports; that our ené-
miesireceive the . exports of - America; - and of

Asia; ' in' ‘contempt of our maritime ‘efforts—
Hamburgh, Altona, Embden, Gottenburgh Co-

penhagen, Lishon, and various other neutral mar— |

kets, -are’supplied, and even glutted with the'} pro?
duce of the West: Indles, and- the fabrics' of ‘the

’ East; tbrought- from' the: prosperous colonies* df
- powers hostile to this country.

By the rivers and

ki

canals of Germany and Flanders; they. are floated: -

~ into the warehouses of -.our:enemies, or -circulated
for, .the . supply of . thelr customers in. . neutral

countrxes : They . supplant Ho) o rxval, .the: Brrtlsh
planter and merchant, ‘throughout. the continent
of Europe,. and in all. the ports of the.Mediter-
ranean.  They supplant even the manufacturers of
Marichester, Birmingham, and Y ‘orkshire 5. for the
looms and, forges of Germany are put in action by
‘the  .colonial  produce of - our ,enemies, -and ' are;

.vnvalhng us, -by the ample, supplies - they:.. sen(L

upder, the neutral’ ﬂag, to evgry patt of . the; New,

Antwerp, a happy statlon for the exohange of
such merchandlze, is now. rapidly thriving under:
the, qutermo* care. of . Buonaparte.: His efforts
for.- the restoration. of its commerce,. durmg the.
short interval of peace, producedno very splendid
effects‘, but the neutral flags have proved far more
auspicious to the rising hopes of :the. Seheldt,
than the colours of Holland and France. Its port
has become a favourite haunt of .the American
West Indlamen, and profits in: various. ways by,
the sale of their valuable cargoes. .

If we look beyond the Atlantic, and anto the_
Eastern Ocean,  we shall find . the, sources. of this
commerce, under the same benign :auspices.of the
neutral flag, in the most thrmng and productwe

R
b ey i
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state . Bu napartevhas recently)boasted tht" Nfar
tinigle oupe areiflourishingsin: des’pne
; so mugh beyond: all*former e‘x—
0;:-they whave: "a’ctually

ﬂag h_ not brouOht them a barr’el of ﬂour, ‘@-‘r'
expor ted’ a hogshead of their sugar: Eveif’ tl}

ships in thelr harbou,rs that had beenladeri hefors
the’ new host1ht1es were announced Were: 65t
srbly transferred w1th their cargoes :to neutral
mierchants, and sailed under neutral colours, ***

" He has vaunted also, and with truth,‘the: pxos-

perous state of Cayenne, and of the Isles of Francé: -
and: Reumon, once called Bombon, Whose prospea-
Tity is owing to ‘the same efficacious. cause; aidéed *
by their beeomuw Warehouses for the commerce
of -Batavia.” = R RSP 4t

The Spanlsh government is not sc ostentatlous 50

but its*colenies-are quletly reapmg the: fruit 'of -
that fortunate revolutlon ‘the suspensxon of their
prohrbltor V- ‘laws. **The neutral flag gives to them
not \only pxoteetlon, but advanta@es(,before r,un—'

'Had he sald the

| and W1shes to-suppress'it } but t'fo

\of their: own coun’rry, as the la,w:o War ‘

73

~ known: “The’gigantic 1nfancy of "";kagrlculture in
. AC ba,ufar from bemg checked, 1s greatly alded

ﬁnd agents as little scrupulo

Wlde has been our complalsanee to de" 1’_ dators on

our. belhgerent rlghts, that even the lave—tradlng

smuggler, has been allowed to take part of the
sporl *, RA |

¢

~To the Spamsh contmental colomes also war has

: changed its nature: it has become the handmald

of commerce, and. the parent of plenty Lven

the distant plovmce of La Plata, has been.so glut- =
ted with European 1mports that the best manu-.-

factures have sold there at prices less than the
prime. cost in the dlstant country from Whlch
they came'l' -

In short all the hostﬂe colomes, whether Spamsh

,:"f-.:.‘* I N
% SRR
\.

Y Cases of the Oxholm, Chance, &c at the Cockplt ,
i 'lhls fact has appeared in the. evulence brought:befofe *

eur; pnze tnbunals, in. the (.ase of the Gladxator, Tumex, ISt

at. the Cockpit, in. 1802, and in other causes.
. -
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French or“Batavmn, derive ‘from: sthe “enmity + 0f
Great Bmta,m, ‘their’ ancient scourge and. terror;;
1ot 1nconvemence but advantage: far: from:being

1mpoverlshed or distressed by - our hOStlhtleS,; as
y find -in war’ ‘the - best. sources -of

formerly, the
supplys. and mew means of agncul‘sural as well as

commercxal prosperlty SHT PR
o Ha.ppy has ‘it been for ’rhem, and theira-parem:?

states, that the naval superlorlty of. thelr enemy
has: been t0o demswe tobe. dxsputed

b Una salus v1ct1s, nullam speraw salutem, o

5. alone saved themfrom aIL‘
f an mef‘fectual strug—‘;
greater., than

Afortunate despzur, ha
the ruinous consequences 0
/ 'gle, and given. them advantages,
they could have hoped from a successful marl—
“They may say to each other.as The-
' mlsfodes to his chlldren, When enrlched durmg
his - exile; by the Persian monarch « We should

~ « have been ruined, if we had not been undone.
Tt is smgular enough, ‘that the same pohcy

h the most celebrated French Wrxters on, ¢o-
~ lonial: affairs, € earnestly recommended to. Bu', nas
~ parte soon after the peace of Amiens, as the, best
meanof " promoting his favounte object, thes
storatlon of the colomes md the marme, 1s that

\ whlch the war has bemgnant] y: fbrced uponm it

time war.

Whl

A Baue bamt Venant, Des Colonies M"demes,v&c, i
Memoires sur les Colonies, par: V. Pa Maloust,

~ obstruet

75 .

He wassas hostile:as they wished; to;the liberty. of
the megroes y but-all their«persuasion\.“':did not suf-
fice; torinduce! him to-unfetter for a while; the COor
lonial »tradey-till. thelr powerful argumenés we .
seconded by anew: maritime: war.: . o
Perhaps it may be. supposed that we are gd
least able to diminish the. 1mmedxate proﬁt if/
that ‘commerce,. Wthh we, generously forbearf to
by oblwlng our enemies to, 1mp0rt thexr
“colonial produce on- dearer terms ‘than- formel rly;
3

” mto the EurOpean maxkets

But let it be consxdered that 1n a melcantlle

weW* relatrve, not posxtwe, expence on.: 1mp01ta

tion}’is’ ‘thee criterion of - loss or.gain, - If the pr
oﬁ the commodrty r:ses in. “proportion- to ths ddé-}
‘Vance in- ‘that' expence;’ the: importer loses no-=
_thmg“and if the war mhances the' frexght and
other: charges to. the Brltlsh, ‘more than' to the
French ‘or, Spanish merchant, then the la,tter ma
derwe a -positive: advantage from the general. rls}e

in - the neutral - markets ; while, even in ‘respect

)
f t e home consumptlon, there WIH ina natlonal

gnt N ,?’_nﬁportai 10n 1nto thlS country from the
Litish (olon ?1 m respect Qf frelght, 1nsurance,

e SRRSO
\
jeueis i &L




Fooe

s e

.‘l’ !

ke

L

p:j;ﬁ‘z;-%;;;.,:: P IR

76

1

and “all “other” charges “taken’ together, st fullyt

‘gqual, if ‘not superior, 0 ‘that’ to 'which ‘ourene-
mles are subJected in thelr covert and circuitous.
N rade. S SHTTIET P BT BT ST LAE A

,._,' lw(,uu

“The average frelght fromt! é'Butlsh Tesward
’i{'slands for sugars 1mmed1ately prlor “to the’ pré-
;seﬁt war was four shrlhngs and’ SlXpénce per cwt.;
it is ) now about exght slnlllngs ~an advance of
‘ above '7'7 per cent. o

'The peace fre1ghts from the’ French and Spa-
’ msh colomes, werc rather hrgher, on’ an average,'

than from our own ; but I am unable to state in
v What deglee they are advanced by the war: ' for,
m the cwcmtous ‘mode of conveyance “under Hu-
ral colou1s by vvlnch alone the produce bf ,those
colonies now passes to Europe, the carg 1951-
‘lways elther represented as belonglng to the owner
_ of the shlp, and consequently, _not subJectf ‘to’
"frelght or as laden in’ puxsuance of a chai-ter'
g party in wlnch “the. slnp is ostensrbly frérghted
| some other ‘neutral merchant, for
'a sum in gros If a genume il of ladlng ‘or
charter party is d1scove1 ed, the frexght is rmxed
up ‘with a neutralizing ¢ cornrmssmn, from Wlnch 1t

rrrrrr

ETIte

' on account of

3

j cannot be drstmgulshed :
,(* It may, ‘however, be safely aﬂ'lrmed ’fthat“thé,
: &‘f"rel it 'dependently of the comm'lssro‘n 1s'een-'

e Iess in neutral than' in Brmsh‘ shrp"“

derably
Sy 2 5, 1’2‘ '

z: }?“5 {d )W _é

Aq0F

v

-acgounit of i the comparative; cheapness viof:the
terms;on ,Whrch the former are., purchased, ,ﬁtted '

A comparrson of the expence of insurance, at
+these.( different per;ods, to our enem1es and to our
_own, merchants respectlvely, Wlll ‘be easier :'and"
more materlal for the advance 1n the rate o
Surance, When made afralnst War rlsques, 1s a most:
demsrve criterion of the effect of a marl‘nme War.‘»
Here l;llave facts to. submrt to the reader, Wlnch‘
an E ghshman cannot state Wlthout mortlﬁcatlon,.

!‘5 A

though they.are too 1mportant to be Wlthheld-

P
..

L Immed1ately prlor to the present War, the pre—},,

¢!

_Jmium of  insurance. from the Leeward Islands to
- London, in.a Brltrsh Shlp, was two per cent. ; from»

;Jamaica, fou,r per cent: at present the former is
: »elght o return . four if the. ship sails Wlth convoy
~and. arrlves safe; the latter ten,. to return ﬁve, on
'.,v.the same condmon., Slngle or runnmg shlps, if

: ;f-..unarmed can. scarcely be insured at all—if armed
.. the premium. varres SO mnch accordlng to the d1f ,
ferent estimates of the rlsque, that an average 1s

gs,_notfieasﬂy taken. o

At .the former perlod the 1nsurance frorn the :
French VV;ndward Islanos to Bourdeaux,was three

cen

34

ot per,,
Fe e
The ex1st1ng premlum on these dlrect voyaores ~

R
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, cannot be ét&téd smce they ‘are never Openly ins

sured'in thls"couﬁtry “and as' to'the Frenoh“and
Spamsh "éommercral ﬂa«rs, they dan’ 110 where be
the subjects of msurance “Having vaniskied, ds als
ready ‘observed, from the” ocean’s ‘bt at Llojd’s

" ée H u’se, cargoes brought by the ‘indiréct
vOy age from those now “hostile colomes”" Aider
neutral colours is msured asfollows; from Hav"n‘
nah, to’a port in North Amerrca, 3 per ent., fiom:
North America to Spam, thelike premium 3 to<

gether, 6 per cent *: ‘and: 1 apprehend there is lit-
tle or 1o dlﬁ'erence, ln the 1insurance: of a’'like eir-

: curtous voyage from the French: \deward Islands }
to Fran(‘e ‘Of-course, _When the voydge is really .

to end at a neutral, mstead ‘of a belligerent’ port
m Europe the premmm on the latter branch of
it, is rather lessened. than 1ncreased B
The compound premmm of i msurance Wlth con-
Voy, oF the’ long premlum, as it is called, is:not
easﬂy reducrble to “its proper absolut(, value,’ for
the purpose of thlS ‘comparison ; since the~rlsque
Jf missing “‘convoy, is compounded of to"”‘r‘ﬁg‘ny

chances, and combmatlons of ohances, of varlous

\‘.".': E

i;';

. 4.,..»

—“Thls statement has 1eference to the month of Augu

RO

La,st,,when the authm can wrth conﬁdence assert that these:

y‘vjexe‘the cur rent premrums He undelstands that they ha

smce been rarsed in consequence of the 1ecent decxsrons in
r E\‘{‘.“

I NS

mg convoy, has no 1etu1 n of premlum, andf ‘thedr
turn is always, th!; adeduetlon of the dxfference b
tween pounds and guineas, or 5 per. cent, w hich. -
is. retamed byt the underwrlter or 'broker, the pre-i
mium; of 10 to. return 5, may. be estlmated at, '
near; ‘7 .per cent.,. a.nd that of 8 to return 4,'
about. 1 :per cent. lower Sl
The consequence of these premxses 1s, that fhe

sugqrs of Cuba are msured on: therr mrcmtous

BRI

carriage to Spam at a less e*cpence by l per cent,
than the sugars of Jamaica to England'; and those":

‘of Martinique and Guadaloupe, probably, are in-

sured- by a like: route to IFrance, on terms nearly
equal to- the value of the long premlum, on the
direct..voyage. ﬁom our own Leewald Islands.i

. But thisis aconclusmn far short of the true. result
of the ‘comparison :. for the Enghsh merchant or
planter, has also to pay the convoy duty, whlch is
evidently an addxtrona! price of lns 1nsurdnce from
the war Tisques . of the passage. . .. .

The convoy duty on the outward voyage o the
‘West Indies, is no less than four per cent. ; ‘on the
hemeward voyage, there is- at ' present; no-duty

ex*ﬁressly for the protectxon of convoy but at new
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,that prm(:lple, ~1t-1s not Wholly drawn ba.ck on |
. exportatlon.: Bl S et i e

It would, requxre an . mtmcate calculatlon, as
: Well as datanot easy to obtain, to. determine. wha.t »
s the amount of thischarge:to the unporter, 1f' res,

. duced into a. spemﬁc tax for the: plOtSCthD of con-

voy. . I will, therefore, suppose it to: be equal to

the convoy duty on the outward voyage::
‘ .',)Wlll equally . serve..our.purpose, let. the .' S, ¥
- on‘an:outward voyage to the; West Indies be \oup-
- posed. to be the same in point, of. premium,, as m‘t‘_.;.;
~fact:it. v_nearlyv,v_lf not exactly. is, with the insurance
~homeward :..then the whole price of. protection ?0
" the English West India shipper, is in the Jamaica

~trade, higher by five per cent,. and in, the Lee-

~ward Island trade, by four pe1 cent, than that for‘_;

- which the enemy planter: or- merchant, is m‘sured . ‘1

" by the'same underwriters, on the.passage. ¢ of hls;_
goods to or from the immediate nelghbourhood of .

the same:islands. . L _

But if we separate the pmce of the sea rlsque,;;;

or the warranty against those dan gel;g;f,jyymel}_ are

“common. both. to peace and war, from. the”wyz'if;;‘.;
~ risqueyor price of the insurance, against detention
or.ccapture by an enemy, the dd‘ference wdl be';.
found sstill more highly. adverse to that shlpper,';

whose- soyereign’ is. master of the sea: for as.the.

premlum of insurance from Mar tmlque to Franee,

| Bl‘ltlbh 1slands in’tlie same paitof the Wisst. Indles e

I regret that a shameful but conclusive answer; can
“be given, Smce the rates of insurance ‘whichI:io

-the event of ‘capture it sometlmes is, dlseevered

Was'§ per centsy ‘Whlle sfrom ithe:sos

t)efore the Wa‘

it was only 24" thié ‘advance occasioned. by:the war:d 4
to the British shlpper couvoy duty being reck@ned‘ G
as msurance, 1is o Tess' ‘rhan 8 perreent’y whild
to the French;%it is only 8and if we ‘compare; ori
the facts before given; St. DOmmgo ‘with Jamaica))
the’ adVance to the former, will be: found to: be 7 FE
to the ]atter,only about 1 per centy i Ciw ,
An objection here may naturaﬂy arise; to Whlch‘::‘f .

haVe mentloned as the current prices of ploteetlon:v‘--'
to“the commerce of our enemies; when carried on '+
under neutral colours are thiose Whleh are paid in-
this countr ,to British undel writers, and-an msu-ff
rance ‘on ‘the ‘property of enemies is illegal,: the s
hostlle proprietor may be thought; not to be ef;-,
fectually secured ; for should his secret:be, asin +

;he msurance will be voids

NG
3] }.
BN

E

Neutrahzmcr agents; I first answer; are mnot: sail
mcautlous, after twelve years' experlence in the.u‘
busmess, and in the practice of*the British prizec
_courts, as to eXpose ‘their constxtuents veryifress
quen_‘ Iy'to detection. But such as this: risquernisyy
the masqueraders have found an' effectualinfeanc
Of avmdmg 1t Though a: stranO“e and épp‘r@brxaz




the perils o of capture and dtscovery o

notorrous, that our undervvrrters consent to stand
between the naval h 5
and the commerce of her dlsgul
by giving. them an honorary guarantee against

iy N

The mode of the transactron 18 thrs-——A pohcy

Lxs executed such as may - be producrble in, any

court of Justlce 5 for the property is msured -as
neutral but a prwate mstrument is afterwards
31gned by the underwrlters,‘by Wthh they
pledge. themse]ves, that they will not 1n case of

loss, dispute the neutrahty of the property, oravall '

themselves of any sentence pronouncmg 1t to e

host1le Sometlmes, a verbal engagement t to t__l$ ,

effect is thought sufﬁcxent, but it hasnow become
a very general practlce to reduce 1t 1nto wnt—
mg 5 and in. the one mode, or the other, these

,releases of the warranty or representatlon of neu—

trahty, are almost universal. It is true, such Stl-
pulatlons are not bmdmg in pomt of law: but

- eyery.one. knows, that at L]oyd’s Coﬁ"ee House,

as. well as at. the Stock. Exchange and Newmar-

| ke_t, hose contracts, Whrch the law Wlll not in-

force, are on that very account the. most sacred
in the estlmate of the partles, and the 'Oﬁ,t

‘‘‘‘‘

‘mVIOlably observed I S

e ,he enemy,. therefore, has as full securrty fon

hxs gw pr;ex{m,um,\ as. the Bntlsh 1mporter for, JhIS
hlgh“one por is the comparatrve result oﬁpyrp;&.
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mrses shaken' by the expence of this’ spec1a1 addr- '
tion to the pohcy, for in the rates of insirance
Wthh Thave crlven, the extra charge"of the hOno-
rary stlpulatlon ate included. For six per cent. the .
British underwnter, Wwill warrant Spanlsh ptopét-
F37 knowmg it fo be stch, from the Havannah to
Sp'“ Y, by Way of Amerlca, though ‘he’ receives
what is equal to seven, on British p‘roperty, of the

sft’f"'e descrlptlon, carried with convoy, and in far
_ Btter't ’bottoms, from Jamaica to L(‘)ndon

The proportlon of this premlum, which may

eckoned as the prrce of the secret under-

’:vvar premlum above that Wthh was pald on the
dn’*ect voyage in time of- peace, is only two per
ceiit.  The’ pomt is of no ‘importance to our cal-
¢ Fition’s but it is str1k1n0' to reflect, how small
an' addltrona] premlum is: enough o' compensate ‘
e insurer for the rlsque of the detection “of
hstile property under the rieutral cover, in thls
cdmmodlous riew’ mvented cotifse of the ‘¢o-
filtradé.  Cafi’ we’ wonder that Buonaparte |
SHsHa Be" ‘mdlgnant and clamorous' at’ the ]ate |
a“t‘t“e‘mpts of ‘our ptize court to restrainit:

‘The undérwriters of America’ have pretty
'hehrly agreed with 6ur own, in" the’ apprecratxon
Of tHE trivial’ dancer frofi Bntxsh hostil'ties, in this
gre 'tf“brancih ‘of commerce. In July and August
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last, the average prermums at NewaYork and -

_ Philadelphia, - on, the : separate. br?nches of the
double: ‘West-India Voyage,_wlthout anyiwars

ranty of. neutrahty, were about. 33: per cent or '.

%7 in the whole, from, the West; Indies by way-of
Amerlca to Europe: - . Insurance: in that country,
1s. naturally a little degter than in England and
the rates of premiums at Lloyd’s, probably Tegus
late, with .an advance -of -about one'per. cent,

an oeneral the prlce of lnsurance 1n the Umted

States el D TR
. Ifis 1mpossxble here to abstam fram some dl—

gresswe remarks, on the conduct-of:the British

 underwriters. They. are, certamly, in’ general,

very resp,ec_tablc men ;-and comprise within \the,lr'_
body, merchants of great eminence in.the most

honourable walks of commerce.. It is fair to, pre-

Surne, therefore, that their common concurrence

_in any, practice  contrary, to.the: duties. of good
subjects, and-upright men, can only proceed from
Jinadvertency ‘or mistake. If so, I would:con-
jute them to reflect serlously, on the nature and

:consequences of - these ‘honorary- engagements,
 falsely so_called, into which the secret. agents of

-.our, enemles have seduced them.

Let me remind them of the moral obhgatlon;

iy pf obeymg, in substance,.as, well as in form; ;the
law of their. country, ‘and. that- the: srule. ,Whu,h

. forbids_the: insurance of an_enemy's, property;

gAT S The p10h1b1t10n of the Iast wal, 33 Gem ge II cap 27
s A hqs not, Ibelieve, yet been renewed. Per haps, during -

not havirig=béen: founded so] eiy -on“a regard to-
the safetyi-of~the underwriter’s purse;. they have

no ‘private right to wave its applxeatlon

2 Some persons; perhaps, may find an' excuse or:
;palllatxon of this practice, to satisfy théir own'con-
sciences,ina doubt of the public utility of the' law,

‘which:they: thus violate or evade; for specious

arguments, have been heretofore offered; to- prove
that a belligerent state, may advantaoeously per-
mitiits subjects to Insyre the goods of an enemy.
from capture ; and that pestilent moral heresy, .

the bane of our age, which resolves every duty
into ‘expediency, may possibly have its prose-
Jytes-at Lloyd’s, as well as at Paris; = With such
~men-as have imbibed this most pernlcioué ertror,

I have not time to reason on their own’ falsye
prmcxples ; though the notion that it is- politic to

insure an- enemy, agamst our own" host:htles IS
‘demonstrably-erroneous ;- and seems as strange a

paradox as any that the vain predllectlon for
oblique discovery ever suggested.” I can only

offer:.to ‘them a_short - argument, which ‘ought
to'be deuslve, by observing

> that the wisdom:. of |
the.: ]ems]ature, ,and of our ab]est statesmen m

general, has concluded agamst these msurances

.onipolitical grounds; otherwise they’ wrould have
beenpermitted, instead  of bemg’,‘ as* they are,
:».‘Pl'Ghlblted b}’ Iaw* e EREY

Y




By the former transactlon,
ed, the law is more openly violated; but in the
latter, the law-breakmg and clandestme contr cty
in’ eﬁ'ect a consplracy of the underwnter with
th enemy and his agents, to chest our gallant_

_ neutral dngUloe.

1s,

and merltonous fellow subjects, the naval cap

eountry, m the present very arduous contest.
| BesIdes, by what irimoral nieans 1s the safety:
of the underwrlters in: these secret contracts con-
sulted‘ It wﬂl not, it cannot, be demed thif ins
stead of the paltry consuieratxons f(‘n' whlch they
now “cotisent : to- release the warranty of neu-
trahty, they would requn‘e more tha’n double the"'

z»t‘:W

the pressure of parhamentary busmess, whlch has prevaxled;
~ ever sincé the commencement -of the present  war; - it-has
escaped ‘the attentlon of government. ' The illegality of ine

suring ‘hostlle propu ty, kstands, however, on . common law

mvahdate : the‘ pohcy, but o’ imipose specific” pe halfids of

the ~1nsurér of ‘an enemys ~goods 3 and: if it ‘should” be Ayl

, v1ved the: indirect-method of: accomphshmg the illegalwhm
. ject by a secret undertaking, will, I trust, be made at least '
equ\ally pehal with thié direct and’ open offence . '

1ong o

1

open premium for that release, if they dld ot
rely on the effect of those perjuries and forgenes
hy tmhlch capture or condemnatlon is avoided,
T e. undm wrlter, therefm e, Who enters mto the
clandestlne compact, is an accessary to those
crxrnes :

But is thIS aHP Does he not dn‘ectly contrac}:

for, and suborn, as well as abet’ them? For
.Whose beneﬁt and at whose 1nst1gatxon, are

rthose false aﬁ1dav1ts and ﬁCtlthllS documents, ‘

transmltted from the neutral country, Wthh are
Iazd before the courts of prxze in these cases,
as evrdence of the property, after a decree fot
further proofs

msured from the underwrlter, and allows the lat-

ter to prosecute the claim for his own re1mburse— .

ment ; and for that purpose, the necessary evis
dence is furnished by the one, and made use of
by the other, to support at Doctors Commons
the fact of a representation, which at Lloyd’s
Coffee House is known. to be false. =

...It may, indeed, be alleged, that there are then
Gther reasons with the assured, for asking the yn-

derwr_l_ter to wave the quesnon of neutral proz

The c]axmant recerves the ‘sum




Pretences hke these ican never be: wantmg, o
palhate anymdlrect and- dlsmgenuous transaction;
that.has forits object the concealment of an’ 1llegalh
purpose To the: oramester, the stock-Jobber, and:
the “usurer, they ‘are- perfectly familiar.:. .~ Should

it however, be admitted, that such. specmus rea‘-m .
sons: are 'sometimes the real motives. of the assy

’su'redg andthat they: are commonly held forth:to}

the underwriters ‘as such; (which, Iadmit, is pro-‘"f“f? ,

- bable enough for it is not likely that the enemy’s-:
agent often needlessly v1olates decorum; so far-asi:
~ to-announce. openly the true character of his’ prm-
cipal,) still the defence would be extremely weake/

That enernies, very often at least, are the real pro<:

pnetors in these cases, is too natural, and- too fre-:

quently: confirmed. by. actual detection, to'be se«

"~ riously. doubted besides, our London insurers:
are ‘not -so il 1nformed as to be at a loss for a -
shrewd guess in- regard to the national character:”=
of the true-owners in the policy, from the nature -
of the transaction itself, and the known: connec~":
tions of the agents. . "A large part of all:the pro<

. perty’engaged in-the collusive. commerce Wthh?f-ﬂ?"'

I have described, is insured ‘in Great Britain s+
~and‘in'the insurances upon it the secret engag.e.,_'_va
“ment-has becofne almost universal.’. If; ther, any:

considerable part of this property is knowrnitobe! i

hostile ;-how' can our . underwriters- be ‘excused' .
- by the assertion, supposing it true, that much of it

89
is réally neutfal. They’ entef into a clandestine
‘contract, which; though a neutral may have some =
good reasons for pro’posi'n an enemy, it can- ;

_ not BE denied, is still moré likely to . propose 5
and which is pecuharly well adapted to the pro-

tectlon of hostlle property; a use which they well

know too is, in fact; often made of it. The de-

fence, therefore, is like that of a ‘general reeewex :

- of stolen' goods, who, while he déals ina Way_

pecuharly fit, by its secresy and other circum-
‘stances, forth_e protection of thieves, should al-
‘lege; that honest distressed men, from a fear of
disgtace; often bring their watches and plate to
his shop, in- the same eovert and SprlClOU&_.

‘ manner. -

This bad and dangetous px‘actxee is not pecu- |
liar to the underwriters on colonial produce and
supplies, but extends to almost every other spe-

cies of commerce, that is now fraudulently car-
ried on under neutral colours. Every contest in

our prize courts, respectmg p’ropef ty so msured
becomes an unnatural struggle, between Brmsh

‘captots, fairly asserting their fights under the law

of war ;: and British underwriters, clandestinely
:'opposmg those rights under cover of fore;gn'*
'names Every sentence of condemnatlon, in
~such cases, is a blow, not to the hostlle pro-
fprxetor, but to our own fellow SubjPCtS

N




- writer, who subscrlbes them. ,
neRetnining . from.. this.. le"I‘GSSlOD,

90

o the danger of. dxsloyal cornespondemce,nmf
onder to.prevent.or, defeat a capture, if :thexaug=

~mented means of imposition onc: the: ‘courts s of

prize;:.or if. the cheap and: effectzual protectlon

given.to the enemy, be:. consrdered, in either

view, thls bad practxce ought to be 1mmed1ate1y
abohshed :

SN hel 8 j‘;‘,,rx

«:But. there isa st111 more: 1mp0rtant and sacred
' reason foriits. suppression. «

will iviolate: the: obligations of trith. and justice;
in order:to profit unduly by the war, the:socigties

to which they belong, will soon feel. the 'poisens - -
" ous effects,in the deterioration of private; morals ;

fox habits of fraud and. perjury, will not terminate
insthe neutralizing  employments that produced
them. . But with the profit, which redounds to
them and thelr employers, let them’ also- mex
nopohze the crimes. . Let us not suffer, at once

" in; our-belligerent interests, and, in what is far

mare: valuable, our - private: morals, by shanng
the; contammatlon let us not-be the ax:comphces;
as well-as victims of the guilt: SOBHEEY

..;Since. it.is not. enough, that-the enoavements
iy question. are ~void- in law:;

‘tbeg,«,broker,x Who negotlates, as :onthe: under,—

SR R (_é “’4‘ \{.S‘b
let! usire-
ngmsfm.( aﬂ} moment; our: eomparatwe yiemi of

!

_If neutral merchants

-they ought:to be -
pjohtb;ted aunder severe penaltles, asiwellzon

o)

English;-and: French or ‘Spanish commerce; as'to’
therexpence of- carrlage durmg war: between the“ |
West: Indies ‘and Europe pepmevin o
-« There:1s i one- remammg head of expence: |
‘ attendlng the 1mportatlon nf colomal produce,,

the enemy sustains a lqss, more than eqmva]ent
fo:his:comparative advantages in- other respeéts,
F'mean the ‘commission or-factorage 1/'for' it.can= -
notitbe disputed; ‘that the fraudulent’iust: e
compensated more hberally, than the honoura—
b]e, SBI'VICC B TR IE TR SALE TR RS A FERCLEE ¥ I
I cannot: pretend Wlth celtalnty to state the
average -price of+«that collusive agency; the busi=
ness ‘of which: is’ ‘called ¢ neutrahzatlon, e1ther
i thisror" any: “other. branch ‘of ‘trade 3 but there
isvevery reason ‘t6 conclude,: that' it s ‘by no
means~equal to“those differences in *the rate’ of
msurance, ‘which ‘have - been shewn to be so fas o
vourablerto the: enemy -1 am credibly’ informed;
that! insome Furopean branches of trade; it is
reduced to two, and éven to one, per: eent«, on
the:amount= of “the" ‘inv‘oice', ‘and’ there seems |
16 reasoniwhy. the price of conscience should be
higherinzione- transactlon ‘of this kind' than anox -
thérjrexceptin proport:on to the proﬁt derlved
by the purchaser. 4 AR RS RE IE v
st But hete it'may perhaps be objected that I am
buﬂdmg ony an*hypothesx 8 the truth of Whlch has
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=mok ghitherto“ f'BﬁGII‘lPIOVQd -«;fn-dhlefl)n; thaiﬂﬁéﬁ‘@of

tcarrlqd Qn; the enemy s ag@ount S O] ww 21t

Independently of the discoveries freqU@ﬁﬂy_

‘. »,made iR thewpﬂze courts; there:dre strong pres:
sumptwe :grounds: for. supposing: ‘that this isicom-
: ,.monly the ¢ase;inotonly ini the ‘colonialitradeyBut:

wa The ;general sviews:and - sintetests: of vthe
iparties:;to - these: ‘transactions;: must: strorﬁgl}*";lnv
\c]me cthq:m to; tha,t fraudu]ent course*fma“nd the

nothmg, .*for the most part can: mduce xthem" ta,

_ship bona JSide - on’ ‘peutralzaccount, but. a*‘ppln—-‘

... ciple. whmh , unhappily, experience provestoibe
.- extremely rare among thema--respect for theob-
.. ligation, oftruth O IR LU S S L S
,,_;rBe31des,awhere can Amenca, and the other

1.neufral countries; be supposed to‘have suddenly:
ound a commermal capitaly or genuine-comimer-

Qlal credlt :sadequate to the vast magmtude of
”,themzpresent lnvestments? PR LR A 1

)

e By swhat means;. could: the news merchants of |

the. Umted States, for instance, be able o pur-

il f;ha,§e nall;\the costly. exports of.the Havannah, and’

balst. h&m ther - Spanlsh.;pxarts in: the Westzdnd’les,
\ m}?‘ hKhﬂQW(QrOSS-Jthe Atlantlc In ﬁhelrhnames g

/ “'°ﬁ( :)\{31"{_

seinevery:othér,new: branch of: commerseswhich!
- the meutral fm'éréhdhtsr-‘have*amjuired‘fifiufilﬁfg‘“fhe~v |

2098 .

nYetiwhat: arerrthese,~though: chh“‘aﬁdﬂaﬁ‘lp*le,
~ whenicomparéd Htot: thex enormousvalue ofithat
o5 property;which.is now.carriedyunder. thelflag of
this new power;ito- and from 'every>1eg10n;'df*”the;
g]@bﬁf?m e 1(( VG (KH -;wi:ﬁ,\ : o
Those whoxaré: buts superficially? acquaiﬁTed
--wvith thei subject, Jmay%;pe.:rhap;ssbef.ggeady;t@s&p-_,' ‘

41 poses-that: the frauds. ywbichr;th eyshear imputed.

"\ then,:oceans does nét sustain ja Smg]eq{ee]f“‘

d-topeutralimerchants. atsthis periodyiare likesthiose
sciwhich: have :always prevailed:inievery maritime.
Awazr, -but: the ipresenticase; initsrextent:dnd.
-nigrossness at:lpast;is:quiteswithout aprecedeit.
aifi [Fermerly;cindeed; neutrals:have ¢arfied iiduch
i5:0f thesproperty-of -our. enemies’yrandogréat part
o) of: what:they carried: was always OSanSlbliﬁ‘thell‘ .
- QW 3ibut now they:carry  the wholeof hislex-
sdpertssand; imports, - and - allege: the 'whols 16 be
<neutraly; It rarely, if everthappens; thatf’f}ié"ﬁ“ﬁro-'
perty of a single bale of goods, is. admitted bythe
:, papers;to. be hostile property; Wevare atwar with
vl allx;thgse\ who, inext to- ourselves;iare® the cl’nef'
s-commercial: nations: of: the: 6ldwierldy ‘and yet

5hlps
of war excepted in’owhichs we'ican ’”ﬁnd‘?anyk
allowed 16 be ]egmmate-

artf .

~~~~~~

“U-iprl_ge ')r k) '3'&; 1,,{.‘
bus Qfxance, Spain,’

fiHolland Gen‘oéﬁ aﬁd ’dféflate

' ;a sAnstrian Wethérlands;rand: Jallethe C@Iéﬁleééénd

Gz trﬂnsmarme deHllnlOIlS of ith@se poWefB L 88 hot, -




- cHant ship‘,‘%m“ a ’mef*chant engaged‘on’his ‘”ﬁm’
ATEOURE I exﬁerlor commerce, or: elge tHE Het
tral fidp iy HOW prostituted; 158" degree véry far
beyohﬂ ali formet exampler g K IR
*“Fhose who dlspute thé’ 1atter-conclusion, must
askiasito beheve, that all thetonce emment mer-
éantile-houses of the great maritlme countries
1w Hostileto’ England are’ become‘ mere “fack
- torsy who by -and sell’ on commission; for -thie

mighty, ‘though new-born’ merchants -of * Défic

rhark j-Raussia, and ‘Ammerica; for i 1n all thé’ nUm-
bietless:s poEts” and terrrtorles df our enemies;
therérisbiot ‘ofie’ il who now openly dustains’
the rcharacter ‘of a foreign mdependent‘ tracfer,
éven’ byr*a single” adventure.'Not a‘pipe’of
brandyis- ¢leared outwards, nor-a’ hogshead ‘of
‘sugar entered: inwards, in -which any: ‘subject of

thiose unfortunate realms, has ah 1nterest beyoﬁd ~

© ‘\_-

his' commissioit.
If the ezstravagance of thls general i‘ésult dxd
- ndt: sufﬁmently shew the fals¢hood; i’ a- general

view; ‘of the items of pretence which'domposdiit;-

Titnight further satlsfy, and perhaps’ astonish the’

readet, by adducmg partlcular exampiés of the’
gross ﬁchons, by ‘which thé- claims- of neutfal |
,property are” common]y sustamed in theé" prize

ot ~
JQMerghan)t}smwho mmedlately pnor to the last

war, were scarcely.known; even in:the: \@bseure‘

sea-port towns at wh1ch they resxded have sud~

2.

denly ctarted up, as_sole. owne;'s of great AU,
bers, of Shlps, and, sole pmpneto:;s of. Ench caa;;:

: v;;petty sheemak,er, in a smallutown eof .Eas,i;
Fnesland had, at-one tlme, a hundred and Afty:

. {VESSG]S navagatmg as hls pro perty, under Prusslan _

coleurs.,,,;:._-.,-.wfr- e e i

-t has been quxte A common - case, to ﬁnd.
mdwlduals, -who confessedly had but. recently
'commenced Dbusiness as, merchants, and - whose
commercml estabhshments on shore were so in~+
31gn1ﬁcant that they sometimes had not asingte |
clerk in their employment, the claimants. of hus

merous. cargoes, ~each-. worth - many  thousand

.pounds,, and all destmed at. the ‘same txme, with
‘the same species of goods, to the same pleeaw

Tious: markets*e B T P T .
R :I'he cargoes, of no . Iess than ﬁve East Jndla-
.rg;sen;azltl,ggg;npos,ﬁd- of the rich ex»p,o,r;tsf:of ‘Batayiay

~ together -with three of the ~ships, were ;cotems

porary .purchases, on sPecnlatlon, -of .a smgle
honse at; Prov1dence in- Rhode Island and W{em '

}%)\;

* Cases of the Bacchus, the Bedford the London Pa, lget S |




.

. t

When'e,wx 1sxhscardely necessarystocadd: gemb s
»-mand& for their, cargoesexisted *oouhovy NPT LN
Adventuresrnot less;giganiticy swere: t.he sub)ecbsr
of voyages from. theeolonies ‘of Dutch-Guianaj |
toithe imeutidl ports of Europe ;.and:fromothe
SpamshQWest Indies, to North-Americas::Viessels!
were: sent out from the parsrmomous northe—m‘x :
-ports:of: the latter country,: and. brought backs;ii rn
abundaﬂee, .the. :dollars:and: gold ingotss: of Vera
' @riz: and La-Plata. Single shrps have. been.
found. refiirning: Wrth bulhen on:board,:to;the;
valueof from ahundréd,: to:a hundred; and fiftys
' thousand Spamsh dollars;: besrdes valuable cars
gees of other:tolonial exportsi. = sovs .2 |
..:¥et-even these daring’ adventurers have beeft
echpsed ~One neutral:house has ‘boldly :cons
~ tracted:for -all the merchandlze of -the: Dutch
‘East India Company at Batavia; _amountinguin:
| value to;no Jess than one. million seven hundred
thousand pounds sterling . g B e
| But have not;vit may-be. asked the means. of
| payment for all.the rich cargoes which-havel
been: captured undergone a judicial 1 investigas
| “txon? - Yes, -such slender investigation :as: the-
 prige: court (which of necessity: .proceeds onithe
exil parte evrdence of the clalmants athemselyes)

-';E»:‘/

*. Case of the Reemsdyke. o
1- ‘Case of the Gladrator, ‘the Flora, &e. at the Cockpr« L,
1 Caqe of the Rendsbborg, 4 Robmson 12.

A / oti hrs owners

Hd's Power torinstitute;>the effect-of: which has
béén, to prodiice s tribe-of subsxdraryumpostures,:
ﬁoteleSS gfoss*than the prmcrpalufrauds, =Whrch

_' S, purehased from the enemv, to
a‘ssrst ifi vartying home’ the harvest. ‘In othér
casesvit. hasbeer prétended; sthat! bills - of rexs
chdnge, ‘or-létters of credit, ‘remittarices which ’
usually” travel from: Europe to the colonies; ramd:
scarcely ever in the reverse of that 'direction;
werd ‘carfied to the' East ‘Indies, or . to’ a*West.
India island,  and -applied there in the purchdse
6 the’ captﬁred cargoés, ‘or that the . master or
Sdpercargo ‘4 herd stranger perhaps in'the place,
found meatis to neo“otlate drafts tod Iarge amount .

A pretenee still more coh‘venlent and compre- |
hensWe, ‘has béehiin pretty general use-=that
of - havmg an agent in - the ‘hostile " port, -whosé
ogtenSIble accduﬁt current may obwaté“ all“:’d‘iﬂi’é ‘

mg i’ IS‘éhands, the. 1ma<rmary proceeds of; ferA
et ¢ nsrgnments, which he invests in the co-
lomai é c ety hemeatl el e el ¥
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P

In othpr casesysthe. master jor:. SUpercargas: in-
order to givecoloyn to: the pljgtended paymenty.
has rea Iy, dggwnfbxll% De));&ha,ngg,m the, celoqy?
‘payab]e at the port of destmatlon,wbut?,then~

there, has %h_ce& a; secret\,p,pc;e;tqlgpg that they
s“alilnbe given, gp, on, dehve}‘yvoﬁ +the cargosta

the . agent..of sthe s rhostlle . Proprietor ;- and sgggz—-
'tlmes, to, guard against, ‘breach ofs f:cut}l B t,hﬁj

201l

rat;veys, they}hdve been,{made;_paygblqut;«a .
. period after - the arrivalofy the ;shipand,

cargo 3 'sﬂo that in theﬁ event of, capture anqlggon;g

\'?’;5 i i
1; stxlll SLOSSEr.( devxce ha& at otber{tv,\gs ygen;

| emp]pyed, and Was“n very. extensive HSey bY: tb@4
platkte,r‘g.\oﬁ,t 1e;. W Wndles ges,tdem in
Eufepe, F,_efore thez conquest of, ‘Surmam«g and

other p):oduce, at stxpulatedx ‘
suppased to he, ,pald in Egrope 5and, thsxe 1pon.

dxrectlons were; sentto the attornies; or.ma aggu;s
of th _est@te ’3“ the colony,‘to deliver the;prochl,een
so“s\éi\é to the,order of the peutra; purchasersesi
‘_Ve sellswcjhart ged by the Jatter, werersgnt.onts
ﬁ Vo in, ballast,,iwgh a, competenglgyglperfgqu

2 {11 SOt
i

,\brde,,rs\ n pqard 3 by meansjqug;hlch,‘q ﬂ;l;
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ho 'der of such. b}lls{‘ and possxble inconyenjenee,
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tétees were Iso’ﬁﬂtﬁp‘ted}by 46 ‘“Spamsh oio-"
mstsof"Cuba”‘“sm sb o tog odit s oldeys
A mdh ke be”pﬁ‘oféhﬁﬁ]y 1gn07rant hf{ :
natur_eof lch corhrﬁoﬂx’ti?§ and 6f‘ the col hﬁlg
tedde? in' general to suPp ose thaft these corftraé
éotild be Siricere. © Such' ake the“ x"aﬁetles inf h'e

Giaality; and; convequehtly, i the' Value" ‘of sllgat

-»’i-‘\

- dAd> Gthier Wiest  Inidia produce { and®sb” gréatly

unequal are differefit pareels, th‘e“ growth even’ oF
t}feisaih’e p]aﬁtatlon» and season,’to each othe
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is w‘ﬁnk‘nown," would be preposferous and would _

}ﬁface thefbuyer quite at'the’ meréy ‘of* the \seHeﬁf;

oi hisbagentsiioBesides; from the"qulck ‘f‘l"u\cifv

thitions © pri'ee in'the: European markets, su’etf
¥ “Spectxve" contracts as these, WOuld ‘be do‘
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veell bargam for Enghsh' omnitm'in’ Jép}‘_'ri“

SWitheut! eﬂumefatmo any~ “rfia’iiie‘th’ el
coarse “xmpo’stiﬁ‘es, Twénld’ remark AE T““
sOPEt theth) 18" stnkmgprdo o e Al Wlt)g;f
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thes@ péitialisess found*m rhakmO' ouFa cr & (’“l 2

cd¥e; Hrd that which gave 0CEASIOA For” fEER
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SUM ptich dgaifistthe general tfu(th (3Y PHRET i cla?df}s(f -

I mean the known fact, that the cax‘goes camed
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et '6§tﬂéﬁ cé‘]émes, in general* alzenutterly*f'
lnsxiﬁicleht Fo' pa‘y fot the - ‘tichireturgsyiodn sthe ™
eSpecia}ly,)i:ﬁﬁhe whele™ -
yei anid Amiericar werd taken®

tradé ofthe su‘gaxiléland.‘,"
1mporfé Fros B
coﬁ@etl\f“ely,* they wouldehardly ‘ber equal inrria- &
18 tO"Oﬁe—té‘nt}i} part tof “the” exportsyd - 19 90z 1t
| »JFox W‘hat pﬁrpose, it' mdy vbe:reasonablyldes;
nanded;’ shoﬂld tbe plantfer sell’imoreof hishpros!
diiedin the.colony than is requisiteito phyforhis!
sipplies It is riot there, that his’ debtsi dres kol
be paid, or his savitigs-laid: by ; 'hdtimthe mo:

ther c&urﬁry sgnd St s A that' ‘gountry; -also,for -

o

i1 sofe part%of Europe alone;-that hisiproduce:
can'be: advantageously sold.s=d
mioré:produce in the colony;" thantwill :serve fos
defray the expences of his ‘estate, itecdn'only

bé: to’ and the risk . of: sending it ‘specifically -

~ on" his own accotint, to Europe.—Butif 'a fictitiz
ois fsale»wlll- almost equally avoid thatirisk;:it is
obviouslya farmore adva‘ntag‘eaus expedient:than
the other, for in ‘what form can'he remit:the:pro-
*ceeds, that of bills of* exchange: excepted ‘wyithi-
out encountermg an equal danger on 'the passage?
yet i takifig bills; especially’ from- such’ per-
sons as’ usually conduct thxs trade, he may »S1rs-

’and dlscovery, whlle he relanufsheSs torihe

drawer, t‘he benefit of the European marketisivr
IR But, it maybe sald “Sthese: clpims of Reu-

fi: thenyrhe sells:

o e e A i ]

bound: todecide! acedrdingtorthe gvidence befor@;}
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¢ traliproperty: have often ;,b;een) esta,bl@shedx by( ;
£ ;the decrees; ofs the iSUpPrCre; t\m,buinabfpf
“abetheysvere, {H@(e‘fpjnev pelm\*ed%%}y thgse‘w
;nwere themosticompetent judgess x%beqtrgemmg
I admif theyhave <<beemséa es’sa;bhshed? ,&ndqevqn
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pedulidrlyrgrosss;: obutmnot because they.were be-
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them sdremotidt ; 11berty~to~reje0ﬁ oirl 16 - i

1Thelpresumption:that:gr¢atpart V@fg“jhe pqr
lonidlcproduce:fgoess:to: Eux@pé ‘on J;«.'cu;(:(g).mﬁi; of
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of thosescollusive-double voyages; rihe xaa,tw‘:enet '
W‘hrch has‘beenfully: explamed sy el

sEetiitbe admitted; that a: real; neuftrg}m specui

1atomneWest Indlanrproduce,;mlght wish to:buy
in thed:colony; ;aSuwell as ,g,@, sell-in; Kugopes still
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mg>to seiid:forward:to-the latter, atg cer;mderar
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‘hag been actudlly’danded: inghis oW/ COUNY;
-whenshe might: ccommute: it by saleor.bast @z,"
forigther praduce: of the:same: deﬁergpt;pn,awhlch,
anight be+ experted with: perfect;-sgeurity, ,qud
without the :expence ofi perjuty: orx,falcehqod;r 45

-usOirthe:othershand, suppesing the Praperty. tO
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remain in the enemy Blanter,5 from whomsitiwas:
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reign hands ,n) reahty,, as well A8, 1;; fg)rm nowit

‘mi(?a ,\.*u«,;.

% r)“ nli
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Rather,l conceive, the reverse for 1t 1s the

&'natural and speedy effect’ of compet tlo ,m
,,eyery branch of trade, {;o reduce }th | averacre
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whlen the gelns are very precarlous‘, d, o1y un
e_quzrlly lelded ' for the gammg propensxty, in=

. duce‘ men to gtve for chances in commerce as
as 1n the lottery, dch more than they ar

'l:utrahzmg commlssxon on the carrlage, ,1s a

competltor with . the genuiné heutrdl speculato{' B

in the same markét; on equial terms, the difference
that COmnixssmn excepted and as the plahter,
n ‘se\l\dmg home hls own. produce, 100ks,: 0 no
; mer ntllé~ gam on ‘the voyage, but merely to"
“th remlttence of his property, he ‘commission
“miust soon: become the measure “of ‘the averaée
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stiongise thats this fregulaton wiHyidtselfy: progres-

‘lyely deelinéy: vbut »its ifall" wﬁ}ul atbctheugame

Lv crxx

T
EY ,4 .)J—Au ﬁ.;"‘.‘

]

fxme,fu" (6 ke és the apéculafbx s pr
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time, and for manv plecedmg months, it was general]y 2




'106

2 EY

‘ latlons naturally lead td thls 1esult',
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s,:lhough the-. precedmg staternents apd calcu-
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Wea‘ewﬁt fotither drfvasionof? «Dnglﬁhdii‘ a" se*x‘\‘ri*e*

for whieh ‘ouk meutral frichds hiwvdssBlisi ngiy 4et
thietn it Jeistires 11 THe usurpei*‘”éh@f'ef‘of'e,' 1ght,

perhaps; dberas populafriémbng Hi§ pheréantsy 48
hes seetris mnitious tori ey if b were Hob £k o ge
naval blockades, aga‘met which/ e '}fs\‘fffcéésﬁnt]y
ravingios Ifithe Britishi counts of it ‘l’t‘y‘ %ijmx
nathat:respeot obligitigly’ adspt-his néwe ‘of \
mantfme lawy the rcommetod-oft Fra?ﬁ’ce“%m it
ceasg:tq: labouviundar: any tne’asy ré§tfamté wh “}

‘Mx}a:f’ "‘i 4: CIONIOTON TRy

N
S ACRENRI ’3"*@3

’ S&féty, and’ adverse to the ;best ‘hopes’ off 0111?211-

pﬁéi{%’té-?*aﬁaf?his‘?cdﬁ’feaéféﬁ’e’é@’ |

"‘"‘uﬁémmg:,the I‘reﬁch ;e*ccheque
‘a; m-*varmuszdirectlons t the very vxta_ 0%

435 forto protect the: ﬁnanmal méan of ;:Buomf-

ko g T )

'fectly to the g}ef,)resSlon of .or: mantlme*gdower,‘ :
and, <to the j6xaltationiof ithe; navy of iFranceis ol
et it Te- oensxde;iedym thie fitst;place; that-by -
thxs l,lcpmxogs use of; theineutral.ﬂags, the enetny:
Ls,gnabled to employ his-whole mxlttarysmarme;
1;1 purpeses of . offensive WL, i
i e ismot obliged.to, maintain:4 squadron, oria
£ hlpt,xforz the. ydefence of :his. colonial-ports;;iinot
does ke, in. fact;. .station:so- muoh asial fmgateu in

the Eastor West Indies;: except for the. purpose

rous. ahd. frequent detachments of the convoy
serv1ce- are, also totally saved

mldahle advantacre smce the Britlsh navy has ito
, guard'our colomes, and our commerce, in- aH its
‘branches,_; and 1s, consequent]y, Wldely dlspersed
..m everyﬂquarter of the g]obe. el ow e
Durmg the last war, such cohmderatlons mxght
: seem of. httle moment because the umted ‘ma-
rine. of F rance and her confederates, Was reduced o
to‘ so'very feeble a ‘state, and so. httle eﬂ'ott was
made for 1ts;restoratlon, that no advantage oﬁhls :

=

~of ctuizing against our comtnerce. The nume="
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estabhshment of <the: French: navyyand: those sof
Spaxm and: Holland; is & worki; on-whigh Buona-
-partelisinot jenly féiigerlymntent sdoutiing which
- ‘he has: /a]ready ymade ‘acverpralarming [Progress.
Aflready;f the great: .inferjority of ithelconfederates
in pointof actual: forge; hids begun tosdisappear;
and so .vast.are their means of naval strq_cpg;;@ga,nd
-equipmetit; that :exceptthrough- the.presarious

diversionof theapproachitg continental;wagpwe

rcannot longmxpeet tobes supenor totheirunited
‘navies: in the, iumbér:tofs:our ships,thoughswe

" may hopk long-to be;8oz:in: thef skill: and{bravﬁi'y ‘
of qur seamenoai. fal i iiw cew o asor s

. Ons our ewn: sxde, dlso;: Iiadmlt,\ imprevenient
'hs to-be ~expected; for: our riAdmiiralty ds{chap-
pily: placed -under: the . auspzcesf -of va- mast ;able

-and dctive: mmxster, whq is - 1ndefat1gable an. his
‘efforts forithe increase ofithe:navy ;.and! whese
-comprehenswe knowledge of the-whole business

of.the marine department;;in allits ramifications,

pecuharly well quahﬁes h1m for that momentous
- awork. . e

suibhel venerable age of. Lord Barham has been
supposed tobe adrawback:on/his quahﬁcatlﬁns for
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~officéby: these: only: who: are; .ignorant; of histstill
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siiayieven be truly:said; that-the: clapsgtbf ¥6aIs,
~duringuwhich' his knowledge of the.civilbusingss

- ofthe; Admitalty hhﬁzbﬁ,em.m atured; by, »O‘Pi%@ffil*

ba*ﬁﬁ@e (hIQW y kes
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tiotpatlliexperienicey - has'made hinthefitééeifor

 hiscptésentmost: atdtious stationi{oHetresembles

theloldjbut’soundidnd heglthyloak jowhich: time
hasiqualifiedcfos/the rmost. smportdnt>ses of our
Tidvy;tbyuenlarging ith girthi dndvits: diménsions;
«witheut! 'having sat! all! mraparred 1ts~ stfength or
lelasticity.in | ik
é Hﬂimcalculatlng‘,%tftherefm'@’f son Ithe effect of the
efiainysi e xerticnsy o allow: :E@t:; zéveryzapossxb]e
l¢otmteractioh rinseurcown;: ilssuppeselthatsmot
corte! shiplin ot publid-dockyards;>dr in those of
the sirérehantysy whickiis fit-t0 receivé the keelof
4 mamof war, will be left unoccupied by the
JA‘dmn*alfy exceptifiom  the swantwof micafiy to
-gntpiloy iti= Bitthere are lintits to) the powerof
‘tapidlyincredsing outinavy; of which the:public
sat largé s not. perhaps-filly sawareiv ‘Al the
“knbwledge: and activity of: Lord Bartian cannot

(S ‘,i‘f( f:g 5 :"*'1‘“

- Y
VEL IO Srisay . 1:

'i’ermmedlately reple’msh ‘our magazinés: with “cér-

taintimaterialsl necessary irl: the  constraction : of
ilarge ships|sof which: thetéris: alsgreat andsin:
creasing soarmty, mot only ih Englarid, But-in .
séveryother maritime icountry ;- and whxch ﬁature |
’éa?ftbdt: slo%vlyﬂi‘epfoduoew U8 BEAOSu e

or? Subjected‘ to hlé rxrreswtable
“inflizenicéy and from the effects of thaticommirde,
ﬁtééf}fr ‘caiie!df ‘meutraljswhich! wesfagallg tolerdte,
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h well supphed,;mth the largestqand ybest timbes;:
and,,yylth abundance-of  all, other; (materla]s;zfom
ship; bailding:;; aspecgally inhis; northernuportsw ,_
Witness:the. grand scale afhis,preparations iat:
Antwerp s’ Wheyq he-has at-this moment-on the.
stock§,,elght ls,hlps of . the Jine,, fandumany Qf infax,
rior. dimensions., Ir,\ '[hlS new: port, the destmed
rival of Brestfandz,T oulon,\ he 1sxraprd;1y fﬂrmm@
]a,rge ngval ,macazmes,‘} vhichthednterion navi-

‘gation; aloneﬁmgy AYery:: copiousiyl supplyss é.ndi
which/he pglrghaseg, in the countriesof theNorth,:
chleﬂy Wlth the wine:and brandy-ofs Frdancesand

Ly

~with, tbe\,groduce of the hestile; coloniesf carrieid:o

in,_ney utral.; bottems.; I @, avell; fmfonned,wthat:,

_ the, =navql st@res which: he: purc«haséd intheBalticis

algnc 1. the yeat, 1804 7amaunted ,m;z’va]uevtmb

R

eighty, mllhons, of Jivges. . In: shorty he is: cones

formably tg the boast already; quot\ed‘, employinga
all the resources. of-his pow and-his:policy,.for
the augmeptatw,n‘ of, hIS marine; -and hasmotiin=i

1Y

ALl

credibly declared, that. before thse commencementi
of. S new yqar,,he Would add. thl;,t,y line- ofsbattzl@f

ShlBS to {chg }na;vy of I‘xancq :
2 gc_\lﬁgpogaqasy tO SUPpose, that the UtmOSt eXﬁ}s"E‘l!

)

n bt}g%vm}llt,lp,limat}
enen}}ﬁ}g sespecially.y Whﬂe theyiarefenableda tb)bthhﬁh

war, (ggey 5pltpg[\;e§s1velyl,“

Camnlyee 2b 00 29002

t“’%‘%r‘? our gaverament.can elilablf,'us tokeeppacesd’
,Qf ships; with all our-unitedds

. ne \gtrﬁhgmg system, . to. - PIGSERVE: sall thematobfesit
agqmr%\s lsqeaprng @hemw :

| paxrs our marmme xstrength o

1*17 \

safelyrin 1 fotey intilideeried  HUMEYHg endtgh
tocenters on”oﬂ‘“éfzzﬁﬂve'*operatlé‘ﬂé’ ‘“E“veﬁ"%h*éﬁ“ ,
thate¢riticals Iﬁermd Airives) it they f'vx‘nll ”ﬁ'@“ ‘&’éubt““"
still “Choese’(tciﬂt:ommit therr %bmmeréé ‘“t’o”‘ﬂi“‘"

safet keepxngifﬁ)f» their! neh%raif friEHay; RES it

holbt iagaiii their nercantile ﬁagh *‘tlH’ H"y*have“i'

’ attemp’ted ato- ove?pow’er,"by* concentfa‘féd at-

,;i SvLy

tackisy the séattered. navy?of Eﬂgféhd‘”
~ITlere is; howevey
naval warm&bt less essentlavl thanfsﬁipgﬁ and thafo
is, i icompetent: body ‘of seamen*to ‘fnan‘ e
- Here salso! the Iicrease’ of: bit- nzi .-y‘ I’beydﬁd‘3
oxfdmaﬁy bounds; is found to. BeTnobeasy”
andihere: Buonap:frte, happx]y fortusis'
atod lo¥s3iibut ithat: pest;lént sotirce of evﬂs, the“
abuse aof neutral nghts ‘in thls most momentods

The worst conaequence, :

rloaﬂ’ls*thefsedubtlon of"our seamen A

con‘timﬁally:'eﬁ lamiouTs” in' Vthdt coUntt‘y, ‘onf Y~th
score. of its- sailors: being" pressed at’ sea“by Sl
frigates.” But ‘when) and hiow, Have ‘tiése éhxlo‘r‘s

be’dé)me Ameticans M LBy “engdging’in Her'm ifﬁ, _
chhatiservice during the 1ast and the pi’é‘s‘énf’vﬁr g
andddepheities *byaobtammcr that fornfal? natﬁ o
lizatiowjrwhich!ds gratuitously « giver; AFE tphﬂsr'w

TRy

ha%ﬂ&élled “t’Wé years AYom AN "Aﬁéﬁ%a‘ﬁ:’ﬁmf“’ '




———

1is

If’“th6§é ’v?ﬁ(oﬂb?‘ ‘birthy” dnid bj‘rfff‘e’sideﬂee\" whil
ethplhyfnérﬁ?
Britlslri‘”o‘ughﬁ still 1" be. iﬂe‘gaﬁdéﬁ%s‘hlsM@jwﬂﬁﬂs
fsubfe“ct 5 avery éonsxderal%lé)ﬁ‘ift of «the- névl%é

- tor ‘6f" %merieén hips] s‘il‘”fs’ui,ﬁ?at ithigfvoent s
- tidughys i fortunately y

i iifare ot easily. distins
gmshﬁble frofir geﬁume A mirican’ Seafelizogeib.
-2 his 84 0'rowmg, s wellA9a tremeﬁdo’tlsj‘évrlﬂ

‘the* full - conét dél"atIOﬁ“ of whick oﬁidd@éeé‘}m‘e

too far. fromi U thet main” Ob_]E'Ct&'Eif ‘theseoshibersi
Triust ~c’onf’me Hriyself to’ its* immedi ite B oRAEES
tiGiiwithi fhé ‘abdis

on""whxch our~ m'umcxpal "c6aE 18 - extfemelyM%u
zfé;e’.f Vet i Bris ¢ le1easy o
/The unity: of lanvuagea,' Laﬁd»x-~t‘[r1<;=svel’és‘e*'af’ﬁrirty'
f manners, between Enghsh and Amerioﬁx

seariien; “ared thestrong induceneits: with four

:1

sailors; for prefemng thieservicelofithat cotmteyy

¥orany: othér foreign: ‘employfent 3 oryitonspeak
ote correetly, thess ¢ ¢ircumstancesremove:from:
theiAitieriean: services in the: mindsof: cur dailors;

those‘e‘subjects) of: aversion:cwhieh . they‘iﬁmf‘ in

“others foreign “ships sands whieh formetly: o

& J’hﬂé %

}era{cted eﬁ'ectually, the O'eneral motlves‘ﬁo de-

10 wui (RIRSET

§ert, Afjgm, LOF..avoid, the nav:
ﬁmmtry gony. bee

~What these- motlves are, , 1 need no@e%p}%@ﬁ‘i.{

Yior e 19035 Swere ‘eonfessedly

f fﬂeutraf nghts‘- tarfd | gEHE
tentiiyselwith merely hinting*in® ‘regurd todits:
mide corprehénsive’ rélations; that itis R [

‘Qﬁhé&‘f}r '
K he ships an v
segylssg of o heir i

wr I8 Aummr '
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They are;, strong,; and not. keasy to. be removed
though they might perhaps be- palhated by
alterations.in. our:nayal system\. but . the: more
d,xﬂicult l,t is'to regr}oy;e thls dangerous propensxty
in, om; seamen ,kthegmore mischievous; obvxous]y, '.
ls;any pe«W combmatlon, whxch increases, the |
dlSpOS}tIO ‘;j,1ts=elf or, facilitates -its. dndulgence.
,If,‘we ;cannot, temove the genei’ auses of pre-
dllee,tlgn for.-the American service, .or the dif-
ficulty. of. detectmw and, reclazmmg British seamen
‘when,engaged; vglt, it-1s;. therefore, the -more.
unw1se,f to allow the merchants of that country,
her:neutr; Is -[;_,o,encroa,ch on .our-maritime
nghgg intime pffwar 3 because we: thereby. greatly,
,andvsuddenly, increase theirdemand formariners
in general ; and" enlarge their means, as welk.as
theif;, metivess. efor seducmg the sallors of Great
Bmtamnv & 2

i _ f i'ascertaxmng, hovs"many
seamem Were An: the employ of " the powers at

- present-neutral, at:the . breakmg out of theJast
. waf;: and how many: at-this: time navigate: under

thelrgﬂags 3 abut feould these data be ebtamed

: ;}- to,f(he
ﬁl‘ﬁj?h“’ o

] ) / ; ] ,of 100 tons :
fﬁﬁfﬁlefr * anid! upWar‘ prior to the preseni warf‘%vei‘ E?f‘ i-

msred ‘at 150 ; now‘ rhey are supposed greaﬂy?fwf‘%i-
{Qﬁ%(}n Y i;” VAN *;"""?’Ii.;.‘s; pariioin waardt AV




\of our belhgerent ncrhts has,

, abdlcétlon of oﬁf bellgg\erentﬁ"nghts? '

; geroué n‘vais fot the"f s‘edtéxctlo
"aﬁaf'“ijﬁ‘f bribes T ' f"ha‘r‘x‘“’d
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certamly}, m a great
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‘MQ

5%1 gerpent zf neutrai

,:,.)}“Qs‘\"ﬂ

| _T_he 1 ga

‘ S Ve '\
:,;v

‘commcrce, in tlme of War, wou]d indeed, ma}

giireh g

,added grea,tly to the. stock of: Am}erl aq, as we%I as

it when the

‘great Ihag?nltude -and value:“,‘ f ':he_ chon}?.l trade

uf’b( Y i'»

are considered and the many'l branche o,f; nav, g
tlon kthat\ idlr:ecﬁt}l,y or‘mdlrectly, sprx '--frqr}g it
ssion mt thatpommeree maya, pﬂe{rh S5

,—\'I‘t 3’!; )3

10} tﬂose neu-
R0, u\rro %] o

"rde, emine Q{

GT ST A
€ actual mgrease
H l/ ~1T{.§ n} {1
lt m

‘&KV YC\

m then' shlpblhv.
‘further be observe

1mportant, 1t enables the

by: the ichr

)

a. hlgh neutrahsmg ffelght, and a'consequently to |

offer a temptmg rate of Wages., . .l
I eHEet th””-

¢ not only

RN

" give up.the.best, means. 0 annoymgdﬁhe enemy,

me;s aax:mwda@f dan-
<gf it szﬁldfs,
'"S@‘fd{.hﬂ;vﬂﬁ bﬁm(

‘hutsraise:upyat: the:same-:t1

Sri G BI0 St il ’l“)yi, SRR ol SR

@Yj"

pecuhar attractlons for our seamen- 'and,,yvhgfxt '

[fl'-

: We not onf};'aﬂowl the trdde of thehos’tileg qolg-i

v

A ‘irafle especnal]y. ‘
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‘crowded wrth thes ‘mariners of France and: Spam,
taken for the: most part-on-board- of i their mer-
: chantmen ‘but.now, this drawback on their ma-
ritime - resources,’ is wholly-avoitded: Eaeept dt
the commencement of  hostilities, ‘we make not
a srngle prlsoner of warin any commercml bot~
tom, * As'to’their ships of ‘war, they are so‘rare-
ly to be found out of - port, except when: makmg'
depredatlons on'our - commerce, in the: absence
“of any protectmOr force, that if: the present sys-
tem contmues much longer, the - British:seathen,
' prlsoners of war'in nostlle countries; will far: out-
number their enemres of the same descrlp’uon,

ﬁmourhands.f L R
Inthe East, and WestIndres, the eﬁ"ects of theSe

| advantages, on the side of the enemy, begm al-

“ready tobe severely felt. - Buonaparte has often,

~and not untruly, boasted, that the: injury done to -
“our commerce by the privateers of : the: Isle'of

“France, of" Martmlque, and - Guadaloupe, has
“been extremely ~great.

“vity. « The little - port of Baracoa'alone, on: the

“east end of that island, has no- Jess than tWelvek
‘puvateers, who' are contmually annoymm,our |
- trade in the Wmdward Passade* Curacoa also, 3

’\\7(;_’ .'_’5,}1,\ B .J.',f'. TR : Lot ’ A E 3
51 % Seean authent;oaccount of. them p'u:txculal desemlptxons.
fané forcem the London Papers of Septembel 17th,! 18 ) T.fr .

~ He might-also have
= prarsed his good allies. of Cuba,- for equal acti-

(S,dlb 15' [N
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-and: the: harbour of Santo. Domingo, are become |
most: troublesome nerghbours to: Jamalca
Can we: Wonder that: the colomal ports should |
'?fumlsh SO many:; cruizers. P It w111 be a. much '

"greater cause. of i surprise, if they should not soon -

‘be! multlphed tenfold. Nothrno* ‘but the small
fdegree of- eneouraoement ngen by the' Spanlsh"; \
-f>government to: offenswe enterprrses durmcr the
Jastwar, and: the known state.of the French Colo-
niesat that perlod could have saved our merchants
Aaand underwrlters, from sooner smartm<r in. this
, Wayﬁvery severe]y, through our complalsance to
thexneutral flag. o0 oot e
Let 1t be consxdered that the Creo]e seamen
dOmlcxled ‘in -the - hostlle colomes, Who are em—
' ployed in: tlme of ‘peace- in ‘what may be, called
the interior nav1gatxon of the West Indles, and
fthe mariners: of the 1sles of I‘rance and Bourbon,
’ Who usually pursue thelr occupatlon in.the orien-
: tal seas;: can now; have no- c1v11 employment n
: those regrons under therr own. ﬂags 5 for the in- |
»tereourse between the drffelent colomes of the"
/samte state, as. Well as..the colomal traﬁ‘ic thh
'\nelghbourmor forewners, s, . hke the 1ntercourse
amath eEurope, carrled on Wholly 11’1 neutral‘ Ves-

These seamen, thouoh pretty numerous,‘ espe~ |
& exa;lly In the: Spanlsh settlements;. verywraresly en-
gacre under a forewn commercral ﬁag 5 of whlch
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1, procdred m >
y]_‘i I an'sﬁ)zer_,that‘many of ‘om‘ ﬁlerch*a"ﬁtfsh?ﬁgga
i ey take, are ‘easily "adaptecf 2ve! W [‘éﬁé,

vateermg service ; and that thouch werhaye “ﬁot“'

~> gy

juet al“Wed}heatral‘s to “carry” naval st fothe
cfe‘ f't :iju"antltﬁr of them are%landési-r

_'n' propo&*tlon to? JEhefr de-
‘tiat tdriffiﬁﬁtlons f’rm’h
mang |

eachr ,neutral

ku,.m. <

wﬂl make up{"an adequate total. "
“But S0 grent has been the’ audacxty of the neu-

R }p‘f Gid e o e {4
'tra erch

ants, t at theyjhave actUal]y sent shlps
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Py %’_}M‘L, K

:d for the vece txon of }ms, to the ﬁaVﬂﬁr

go&ads,‘ yet shh 77 not.
: enu erated in, the \contraba'nd catalogue, m1ght

. | et‘us next regard thls spurlous neutral l'fv-om_
merce:.in . ahother mew, as a great dlscourag@-
ment to our. naval servxce. TR SR
' ;-:The Wlse, hberal and efﬁCaclous pohcy of thts

: ‘s gw“;futl!.,credxt to>our orallantA oﬂicsrs,
‘ 'and, that loye ,of N

oo B Case’ of th metus, Ruthex‘foxd master,:at the ’Coé:kplt
R o ! (’"1{\51 NI i,}‘,tb
uly, 1804

R,




fomantxc Hnd " absurd, to: suppose Hiat: t‘hey do
| ot feel the va]uc of thit addttlonal’ encourave-

_ient) Which: his” I\IaJesty and  the “legislature

hold out to them;’in- 0‘1V1ng them the benefit of
theE capt‘ures “they take. ' Whit: ¢élséis to'énable
ihe yeterdtt navaliofficer; ts’ enjoy intheé evening
_ KRt life, the comforts ‘of an éasy income; the fa—
ther to provzde for his children ; orithe husband

T for an’ "affectionate wife,; who, from the” rlsques

He runs in ‘the service of his country,is pecuhah
1} hkely to- survwc htmP By what' other means,
.can'a v1ctor10us admijral, When 1alsed ,ds ad Teward
of" hlS ﬂlustrtous actlons, to cwﬂ ‘and. hefedxtary
‘ and provxde for an ennobled postetityP
§idn “hé " may obtam will’ be- temporary, and
scarceiy adequate even to hlS own’ support, o’ hlS
-new dnd-elevated station. "

Wféé*t the mears of. comfortably sustaining those
. honoufs, which le bas gained at theu eXpenCeu
ALY “to the common seamen’ and marmers “the
: natural motives of dislike to the naval- servwe,
: are m theu‘ breasts far niore: eﬁectually combated

Q ‘thex‘lnducements that are, or'can be prop §ed
{8 ettt ™ The - ‘Aautical character STE pecuharly
of 2 %ird o be. influenced. by ‘such - dazzling;
but precartous prospects. They reason, however,

Itis. from the ‘enea
- Hilesiof his country, the1ef01e, that he’ hopes to

v

| xnavy
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and calculate on the. chances and. the value, of
success, g thnesss‘the proven‘blal rema,rk that -
Spamsh ,war is the'.{best mean, of manmn o,ug

Nevet, surely, Was the encouravement of ourﬁ
'naval service more 1mportant than at. the presenﬁ
"perlod ; and never were: the rewards of that seys
vice” ‘more. mentorlously or’ 0flonously earned —
Yet what are now the rational Thopes of our, sea-
‘men; n.« reg'trd to- the beneﬁt of . pnzes?‘ On»
vhatever station they may be placed and What—«
’ev‘r; sea: they may be crossing, they, Iook out,in |
véun for any subjeet of safe and uncontested Cap-

ure. :
. Are they sent to the East -or V‘/est Indlesé
'These, though s1cLlV, used to be ]ucratlve stas -
“tions ; espeual]y in a war with- Spam : but now
the Tich eXports of the hostile colonies present to“
| them only the, cup of Tantalus. - They see, the.
“same Valuable cargoes passing continually under'
 their, sterns, which used. formex]y to make the, forﬂ |
tunes -of the- captors; but the ens1gns of neu—
trahty now waye over them all, and prohlbxt a
seizure. oo 2 T

f'Jt

-1 Do, they, in: Loncert w1th the ]and foroes,, aty
tagk, and conquer. a, hosttle 1sland the rewarc} of |
their, successful valour is still, Wrested from th,erp .
n the same vexatlous Way They ﬁnd none byt
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i meutral ﬂags in- the harbour,-and ‘none but pmu
~ perty.alleged to-be-neutral afloat ..

1In short, except:asmall pnvateer or rtwo, ,of

’_=l,_11ttle more value than may suffice to: pay the
~-charges of - condemnatlon ‘and salg, “the righest
seas.of the globe, though - bordered and thickly
..stndded with.the-most flourishing calonies-of our
_.enemies,. have no safe ,booty to yield to. theLsga-
men. of the: Brltxsh navy. Itis pamful stojreflegt,
| that these brave men lose. the ancient . fruits.of
| .distant. service, while: endurmfr mere . than 1ts -or-
,dinary hardships. In the West Indies, particu-
larly, they suffer far more by the ravages of .dis-
- ease, than when the Spanish galleons,. and the
‘convoys-from the French. Antilles, consoled, them
-and rallied. their spirits. Then too,.victory, either
-in possess1on ~or : prospect, often ~enlivened . -that
languid service,and reanimated the sickly.crews;
Jbut - now, .they meet no -enemy worthy of. their
»valour. Their only, but most dlsheartemng, foes
.are the fever, and the neutral flag. | |
If;we. look:nearer. home,, the, reverse, in. the

's51tuat10n of .our. sgamen, 1s..-not _less.. smgular or
| dxscouramng The Medlterranean, the. Bay of

o “The merchantmen taken by Loid St. Vmcent and Sir
"‘Charles Grey, at:Martinique and'Guadaloupe; were" all of this

fz.iﬁdemmpuon, and Wlth %hexr calgoesy were ultxmately re-

istoredy <.

3

Biseay, therChannel; the! Gennaxi?*(?)déaﬁ;‘a“re
covered with'thedx portsof Spalh," Hollarwd;and

| ":,'Frame,rand thelr’cci]@mesg ands wﬁhﬂfshxppmg '

~ bound toitheir! iportsgbutswherel are thers pr{iesi’of’

P

war? >Qupleruizers scarch - forthkme qnt ﬁfam,'
_ievervonathdhostileccofists: ,a—-fof Ve thefe #ovés-
sselsy impudently ¢alled!ngutral;-¢shduct) for the
most“zxpart;”that "mestxc mterco&rée"‘b‘eﬁween

0

8 tpty

Mw’hlch is! ”caHed the coastmg tr‘ades ‘i
" {Theekamination ofout diswmsedfenemxesat dea
:isbecome every: Where in: general'f’” 5 fraifless task ;
usince theyare grown fartoo expert to be detected

by such arseriitiny s can b made by a: vmtmg ‘of-
~ficerorshipboardi: - Yet, if they are sent into port,
+it fwat the'captors” peril. - Shonld; however, a‘com=
mandingofficer; relymg on the notorlety of some
+ fraudulert - ~practice; ‘or on pnvate mformatmn,
cventure tortake “that course, hé® and* his shlp-
»mates: well: know the difficulties’ they willohave
to encounter in® obtalmng a2 condetnnation ; s ‘and _
= thatiafter @ tedious  contest' ‘in-the’ ougmal and /
appellate jurisdiction; they are llke]y at laskto st
rodowii with.theloss of-their expences’ AHLEoStS:

Ehevconsequence naturally is, that but a very
Lﬁ@y‘g iof those. pseudoneutrals, Wh1ch ale metzvgl;h
andmczgammed at-sea, are brotight -in fo udieis
- enquiry ; and that a still smaller proportr@ﬁ-’fbf
them, are prosecuted as prize; though-the law

s
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.....

ma_]orlty of the cases they examine, have scarce}y
- adoubt that the property is hostile. .. They!! know
~ by experience the fraudulent .nature of . the-pa-
pers; but they know alse the artful and elaborate

petjury by which those papers will be supported, -

and which, however unsatlsfactory out of, court,
. 1t will be impossible judicially to resist.—Even
when discovéries are ‘made, such -as-will, clearly

JUStlfy a plOSCCUtlon, the . practice of letting,in
- explanatory affidavits on the part. of -claimants,

for the most part -secures an ultimate; .acquittaly -

and frustrates the hopes of the captors. ...

At the best, as every bottom, and every hale-of
goods, is now infallibly claimed by.the neutraliz-
ing agents, and every claim, however clear:the
detectton of.its falsehood may be, is. pertma’

c;ously‘ prosec_uted, the rare event of a final con-

demnation can only be obtained through the me-
dium of a 1ong contest at law—an evil pecuharc

ly unpleasant to the sanguine mind of a sailor.
It may be safely affirmed, that one prize taken,

as in former wars, under ‘the colours of an ene-
my, and therefore promptly condemned and.dis-
tributed without litigation, would do . more. to-
wards the _encoufagement. of .our navy,, than
three . prizes -of equal: value, tardily, . and , with
difficulty secured, as at present, by the detectlon
of; neutral 1mpostures.‘,,v‘, o oo Yo whas
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ATt the" oiily” class of captures, on Whlch __
6t seamen can now ‘withany safety rely, are those
which are founded on ‘the breach of a blockade:
Even those; ‘however, are rarely adjudged witht
“out an ‘obstinate 'litigation in the Admlralty, if
aot also in the s supenor court. But the ordmary |
| value of such prizes is small, and, on the Whole, '
‘they are ‘so far from making any amends to our

Havy-at large for the loss of its legmmate ptey in

the: colonial trade, that they are a very- lnadequate
rrecompence to the squadrons employed in the
blockades, for the: extraordmary severity of that
service. ‘Here also, a war, barren of gam, 18
pecuharly productwe of hardshlps, and pnva—'
txons to ‘our ‘gallant defenders. | IR
““These discouragements have been very pa-
tlently borne : our loyal and generous tars well
know the difficulties of their country, and are con-
fent'to defend it under every dlsadvantage that the
exigencies of the times may ‘impose on- them.
‘But 'if :the present commerce with the hostile -
¢olonies be plainly such as we have a right to in-
terdict; and if-the great’ national considerations
‘béfore suggested concur in calling for its’ ‘prohi-
bmon, ‘the interests of our gallant officers" and |
seamen ‘may: most reasonably fortify - the calliss .
‘They ‘ought not; without a clear: obhgatxon ‘of
Hational-duty, or-a “plain and- strong preponde-
-rance of ‘public good, to be shut-gut frony “theit

»




~ancient advantaaes, ‘to be Jostled by evely/neu-

~ Whatever - enterprrse oor courage they’ drsplay,=.'§’

tral in the chase of their- Jawful game; and:to
sit down in poverty at thc neXt peace, after sus- .-
tamm durmg two lonor wars, the- dommlon of
the séa. agamst three of the Wealthtest of commers

“cial nations,

Far dlﬂél’@ﬂt 1s: the case With the navy of our
enemies. ’ RENEINS C R : I

"The field of capture to them is entrrely open,ig’

and as fertlle as Blltlsh commerce can make ity

has the promise of - abrilliant reward ; and: even:-

when' flying from the name of Nelson' w1th near-
ly ‘double his force, they could stumble - on and .
seize a rich West India convoy - in their way.—

Unless ‘their. cowardly - haste- really led. thern to

destroy the ‘booty, they may boast, perhaps, of f
commercial spoils. more: yaluable than the hero;
~who mtreptdly purSued them, has met W1th in

both ‘his wars.. . ,
If Trance perslsts in her new system, xf she

does not agam q_uxte abandon the :sea to us; this -

strange ‘and. most unnatural contrast will have.

serious effects.” Our navy will still be loyal and
attive; but the ‘difficulty of adding to its force -
will be formldab]y increased ; “while the enemy,‘f”
~When ‘e begins in ecarnest to assail our com=
merce;; will' be powerfully assisted in' manning:’
his shlps, by the prospect of lucratwe captures. {
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The sea, abounds with adventurers, whohave ne \
settled natlonal character, and, these men, m j
general Wlll naturally ﬂock to hlS standard

- Already  the injurious ] 1nﬂuence of thls cause "_ ‘
in one species of maritime. war, is very . vrsxble. o

From the days of Ehzabeth to. the . present'f
time, much has always been done to. the annoy-‘”
ance of our co'nmermal enemies’ by the enter-\. |
prrze of prwate subjects Our own commerce, |
though an acc1denta] protectlon from the .same
source ; since the hos‘ule cruizers have. been ‘kept
in. check, or taken, and our merchantmen, when;
captured,. often rescued from the enemy by oUfE -
prlvate ships of war.. . T v

‘But the unparalleled hcence of' the neutral ﬁag
has so:.discouraged . privateering, that: the prac-
tice of it is nearly extinguished. It may be safe-
Iy affirmed;. that in any war with Spain, prior. to
the last, one of our vice-admiralty courts alone,
could have. produced a longer. list of commis-
sions, taken out, not for armed. merchantmen,
but. for efﬁclent privateers, than all those judica-
tures. and the ngh Court. of Admiralty together._'
thls cheap and useful, though mferror, spec1es of 3
marine,-is so natural an effect of the, .great . surs,
render which has been made of our belhgerent;j
rights, that the -only ground..of surprise is,. to.
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“Few
though they now are, and very JnconSIderable n
force;” thelr"owners can’ onlybe’ mﬂuenced by
that ‘excessive: spult ‘of ! adventure, Whlch will
sometlmes prompt men to p]ay the most dlsad-

find a-sitigle ctiizer still “in cofmission,

Vantaveous and ruinous game. "
| ¢ The €hemy, on- the other hand;’ abounds, ‘as
‘has been already notlced, in thxs lrregula' §pe?
~ cies of force; BT T f

~Inno former War, perhaps, were so' ‘many pri-
vateers ﬁtted out* from ‘the colomes of: France
and Spaln asnow ; “and their number is daily” 1h->
¢réasing’s for, not only the marifiers of those’co?
}onles, but 4dll the f'reebooters in thelr nelo‘hbour-
\hood ‘are easﬂy 1nduced to ‘than them ""“'They
are,1n general very small “but the ﬁtter on that
account in‘the West Indla seas, and i 1n ‘the nar-
row channels of the’ Antxlles, to escape from the
pursult of our ﬁlgates ; norare they the less ab]é
to'seize on our merchantmen, who, having now
nothlnor better: than an' escape, to expect: from' the
expence of carrym “guns, and aletter of marque,
are’ generally qulte defenceless The navwatxon
- of those seas was, perhaps, never so dangerous
4% at present‘, and even our’ packets, are‘som
tinRestake by French pnvateers on’ then‘\pa
sagé fromislandto-island: e

~The cataloaue of- evxls produced by the samg

to" Brltlsh merchantmen salhng ‘without convoy,'-

9

- the. maritime. interests of England. il e
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1msch1evous catise, nnght be~ st111 further ens
larged eyt o

that selfish. neutrahty, by which.one;: at. least,. of

the continental states, has enhanced.the common -

danger of Europé. . The vain glory. and, the: po-
pularity, attendant: on . a vast, though, _visionary,
énlargement of commerce, may. naturally . have
charms for a monarch not ambitious. of more so-

lid renown... .. .. . _ et e T

I mlght also notlce the great dlscouraoement

,glven to. various important branche> of . our OWIL
'CXtGI‘lOl‘ commerce ; and, above all, mtght insist,
on the permanent . detriment likely to.. ‘be.suss
‘tamed by, our commermal marine. Th,e e_fo;ced_,
‘artlhclal growth of neutral shipping, ‘both:sup-

posmtlous and real, will, no doubt shrmk back

agam, in great measure, ata peace, but Wlll not
be entlrely lost. S .

. In America, espemally, the Vast excrescence

is. dally absorbed .into, and. en]aroes the natural.-
- body, WhICh, in various quarters,  1s pecuharly,

likely, to, dlsplace, by its extended dxmensxons&,}.‘

LJ

Where is the pohtlcal prov1dence, whxch dlc,,
tated that wise measure, the, Remster,,Act1 of
Lord leerpool? He justly called; the naVJga-

tlon act “a noble straln of commercxal pohc,z,

,{?«\

| mlght shew in. 1t a powerful mducement to |
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“ and one Wthh alone had fortunately outs -

“« wexghed all our national follies and extrava<
< gancies ¥, n . Though no indiscriminate. ad-
mirer of his lordship’s commerc1a1 principles, I
do him:the justice to say, . that the act known by
his. name, was an essential . and well-timed sup-
port to.. the great law he justly celebrates; and
the best preventatwe that human moenmty could
have - devised - of that decay, with. which our
naVIgatxon was threatened by the mdependency
of America. . .. T P TREI I
But vain . Was thrs and every other effort -to
guard our marltrme mterests by law,.if, ‘by a sur-
render of our. belhgerent rights,  the. carrylng
trade of the globe is to be thrown into.the hands
of our, rlvals and. a. hot-bed made: for the .na=
v1<rat10n of Ameuca, at the cost of the British
navy. - S T e e T i
- In the contemplatlon, however, of those nearer

and more fatal consequences, the utter.. frustra-

tion of our hostilities against the commerce and

revenue of France, and the danger of losing our

superioritv at sea, during this momentous contest,
all minor and distant evils lose their terrors.. 1
erl therefore, search no further into-the: extent
of. thls baneful and prohﬁc mlschlef it ]

¥ Dlscourse on the. Conduct of the Govemment of' Great
Butam, m lespect to Neutlal Natxom. ‘

I o
AR RO

st

187

Of the Remed dy for t/zese E'vzlv and t/ze Rzght
R ofapplymg it :

I‘or that gland evil, Whlch itis my mam ObJCCt»
to consider, and’ which is one great source of all
’the rest, the xemedy 1s suﬂiuently obvious. . "

o If neutrals have no rlght but through our own“
gratmtous concessmn to carry on the colomal '
' trade of our’ enemles, We may, after a reasonable
‘Totice, wrthdraw that ruinous indulgence; and,
meantlme, hold those who claim the. benefit of i it,

. to‘a strict comphance with its terms. If, after
the ‘revocation of the licence, ‘the commeree
'shall be still continued, we may justifiably punish
the violators of our belligerent rights, by the
seizure and confiscation of such ships as shall be
found engaged in the oﬂ’ence, together wrth-
therr cargoes. ‘ ~

~-That this is an allowable course, W111 not be
fdlsppted,,by those who admit the trade to be il-
legal. "It is the present mode of proc'eecliihg'
against: such neutrals as are detected i in voyacres’
stlll held to be prohibited ; and has, in their case;
I believe, ceased to occasion complamt by the’

v states to which they belono~ Lo

“This-femedy also, cannot fail to be eﬂ'ectual .

There will be noroom for fictitious pretences,
T
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when the 1mmed1ate voyage itself, in respect to
the place of departure, or destlnatlon, is a suf-
ficient cause of forfeiture ; for the 1llegal fact
must be ‘known to every man on board, must
appear from the papers, unless all the public,
as well as private instruments are fictitious, and
besides, would, for the most part, be' dlscoverable,
not only from the place of capture, and the course
the ship is steering, but from the nature of the
cargo on board.

The use, therefore, of neutral bottoms, m the
colonial trade, vwo,uld soon be found by our ene-
"mies, to yield them no protection. They would

hoist again their own commercial colours ; 3 and

either restore to us all the fair fruits of an un-
re31sted naval superlorrty, or,,by sendmO'_ out
eonvoys for the protection of their trade, open
" to us again-that ancient field of offenswe war,
in Whlch we are sure to be V1ctor10us Our
seamen would be enrlched our, 1mports Would
be very largely increased, and every western
_breeze would waft into the channel not 4 neu-
tral sall or two, to furmsh dlplomatlc squabbles,
and lltlgatxon n the admxralty, but numerous
) and valuable prlzes, and. sometlmes entlre ﬂgets
antmen, with thexr convoys, tak from
' operr enermes, and under hostxle colours _ The
“captive ﬂags of France, Holland, and Spam,
~ would-iagaini-beincessantly-.seen at: Plymouth
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~and Spithead, drooping’below the British en- -

signs; and the spectacle would recruit for
our navy, far better than the most: llberal
bounties. - SEEE

Then too, the enemy would be often oblmed to
hazard his squadrons and fleets, for the relief of
his colomes, as was usual in former wars; and’
the known parﬁahty of Buonaparte to these pos-
sessions, especially to the Windward Antilles,
would perhaps induce him to incur risques: for
their protection, greater than those Whlch their
value in a national VI€W, mlght Warrant

Here dwell the native and’ nearest connections
of his august consmt, and at l\/Iartlmque, her

, 1mper1al hmhness the empress mother, ¢t dcvant

Madame Lapagerxe, has a court, and all the
other splendld appendages: of royalty, to the
great local exaltation of that illusttious house.

At Guadaloupe 00, it is said, the _emperor
owns, inright of his consort, a flourishing plantas
tion, the only dowry she ha brouoht to the throne

"of the Bourbons, except a gang of negroes, im-
”proved in number, no doubt smce the restltu-
'itlon of ‘the °lave trade,
':":dxrectl”‘the reverse of that of the Rom n'sldves,
"Who were always enfranchlsed on the elevﬁhon of

Then fate has been

then‘ lord to the purple 5 but though they do not |

ot Pux sue the tuumph, and partake the 0'ale,
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they are cherished, with the rest of the patrlmony
in the. Antllles, perhaps, with the providence of
the visier Alibeg, when he preserved his shep-
herd’s pipe and crook ; ~and may- they be an
equal  consolation on.a descent from imperial
fortunes. For my part, I see not why Buona-
parte should not be as happy on his wife’s estate
at: Guadaloupe, as Dlonysms in. hls school at
Athens." o B
- I would ask the reader s pardon for detammg-
him with such trlﬂes, if it were not. for. the
secret connection they. may have -with: the af-.
fairs' of natlons I offer it as a serious opinion, .
that the court, the revenues, and feelings of the -
Lapageries, give to Martinique and . Guada—_
loupe, at present, much adventitious importance ;
“and T will even hazard a conjecture, that they
had some share in producmg the only oreat ma-
ritime enterprise:of the war, ‘the strange. expedl-
tion to the W indward Is]ands Martinique - Wasl
strongly reinforced, the" Dxamond Rock was
retaken, troopsand armswere landed. at Guada-f
loupe, and the combmed fleets returned. Such
were the effects of an enterprlse, in. whlch so
imuch was hazarded and Europe has ‘beén dt'a
']oss to dISCOVCI‘ unaecomphshed”obJects, ]ess

T SRR

,m“the breast of the empress, and the mﬂuence 'fj

-

'encragmcr in the colomal trade of our. enem
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of this’ Juno and het friends in the councils of
the TFrench Olympus,’ the wanderings of :the -
Toulon, like those of the Trojan, fleet, would, if: -
not qulte explained, be rendered less mysterious.
At least, however, the real importanceof these;
and the other hostile colonies, would compel the -
enemy to expose his marine- frequently in their
defence, when the rampart of neutral navigation -

no longer protected them from urgent distress

and ruin.: We should therefore, by the measure
I have proposed not only remedy’ most of the
great: “and ‘complicated  evils' which" have been
noticed; ‘but restore to our navy, ‘the chance of-

| frequently ﬁndmg a hostlle ﬂeet to: combat and ;

to congquer." Dl LT s 3 SEN

In aword, by restormg the colomal trade of-ﬁ
our énemies’ ‘toits proper shape, -and its'native -
channels; we should recover very much, though -
by no means all; of those natural advantages in -
the “war;’ Wh1ch a belhgerent SO decmedlv SU-1:
perlor at ‘séa, ‘ought justly to enjoy.;- but whxch‘;'z
are at present most strancre]y reversed e

But 1s thls a case in Wthh we h'we a rwht to”

any remedy '\t all? In other Words, vlb not the"i’f

lawful to, neutral merchants, mdepe_rrdently of the
permlssmn glven by the royal 1nstruct10ns H and"‘t‘fj

M * FEEAAN
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are not the evils which have bcen shewn to aris¢
~ from the plactlee, such as we are bound to sub-
mit to, as ﬂowmg fro_m the exercise of a right
which we cannot justly restrain?
is not this mischief, in the lan_guage of lawyers,
“ damnum absque injuria ?”

This, 1f attended with doubt, Would be in-
deed a;nosL 1mportant question. If it cannot be
-satisfactorily answered on the part of our country,
there should be an end to every thought of re-
sistance, if not also to complaint. In that case,
let the noble conduct of the Athenian peopl'e, on
a well known occasion, be a pattern for our own,
Nothing can be more advantageous for us, than
the suppression of this commerce ; but if, like
the advice censured by Arxstldes, 1t requires a
breach OfJuSthC, let us mﬂembly abstain, '

Would to God (for that sacred name may be
allowably invoked in behalfof the virtue he loves)
would to God, I say, that natlons always prlzed
the oblxgatlons of moral- duty, far beyond every
specrous advantage, however great, that opposed
- them ; however seemmoly essentlal even to the
¢are -of self—preservatlon The sacrifice, though

noble i in de31gn would in its eﬁect not be costly 3 /

| ‘for never in the aﬂalrs of natlons, was sohd secu-
v ynty, or’ true prosperlty, purchased at the' cost of
virtuous prmcr ple. “The page of hrstory, if care-
ful]y read for fhe purpose, would establish t“ms

In short,
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1mportant truth, and teach us to deride those
shallow and unpunmpled statesmen, who dream

to the contrary ; though, like Calaphas, a great
master of their school, they are vain of their

permcxouq counsels, and say drsdamfully to .

others, « Ye know nothmcr at all.”
‘But in this case, moral right and visible ex.
pediency, will be found entirely to harmonise.
- The neutral powers, it should first be observed,.
have all assented to the rule of the war 1756, in
point of principle, by submitting to its partial
application. ~ -
Their ships, when taken in a direct voyage
to or from the hostile countries and their colo-
nies, or in a trade between the latter and any

 other neutral country but their own, have been

always condemned by our prize courts, both in
the last and the present war: and the practice,
durmg many years, has ceased to occasion com-
plamt Yet these restrictions can be Warranted
by no other prmcrple, than that on Wthh they
‘were express]y founded, « the un}awfulness of
tradmg w1th the colomes of a bellwerent m
tlme ‘of War, m a Way not permxtted in ume of ‘4
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his own flag, - inthe one:casey: ¢ You:shall;not

¢ carry it to: Americai;’’; in: theirother;: & You

“ shall not carry.ittosEurope #%i:/The right-can.

'plainly stand on:-noether:foundation rthan- this,
that Great Britain might-lawfully-have prohibited,
‘the taklncr the : cargo:-on:board -at ;the- plaeerof
vshlpment on-any - destination . whatever:;/and,
- consequently, - in -waving: the : general,, ' prohibi-
tion, she hada rlght to: prescrzbe to: what places
it should be carried:: s :

If T should: dlctate to a- nelghbour, thatgm,

crossing a certain field which lay between: our
- respective tenements, he and his servants should

~confine themselves to -a certain pathsawhichi T

~had marked out for .the - purpose,: andyif she
~should for years comply with the. restriction,:.or
~submit to be treated as a trespasser whenever: he
,;“dewated from it I- might, consistently: enough,
+if I found the passage a:nuisance, -shut it up al-
. together': ‘but it would be grossly inconsistent.in
" him; thereupon to deny my:right to ithe ﬁeld, and
.pretend that it was commonland. 2lH
- Should- it, however, .be thouoht that the tacxt
;;;Aadmlssxon of the principle, ought not to preclude
‘the’ neutral -powers from dlsputmg, though. in-
-consistently in point of theory,. a - practical. ap-
-plication: of it, more extensive than that in.which
-they have solong acquiesced, it must.at  least
be admitted, that in reverting to the rule of the

it has been very grossly abused:
' next place, what is enough to create a rlght and
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‘war 1756, Great Britain Would have to. assert
06 newclaim of right; and would “be only
~ boundto assign. a fair reason for WlthdfﬂWan‘
-,r‘ia voluntary modlﬁcatlon of its use. o

- Now,in the first place, we may truly allege
as a reason for withdrawing ‘the indulgence, that

much'more to defend the strict use of a right al-

ready existing, that self-preservation -demands

from'us the revocation of the ‘licence we gave.
It would be a most extraordmary and un-
precedented situation for two friendly powers

o stand “in; if the one had a right to do any

thing which ‘is- destructlve to the other. Yet,
since the trade in questlon has been shewn to
be ruinous to our. hopes in the. war, and may -
‘eventually give a super1or1ty at sea, to an enemy;

’ 'already enormously superior to us in land forces,
“and bent on our destruction, either the neutral
~powers and: Great ‘Britain stand in- that strange
' predlcament in: relation: to each other, or we
“have ‘a’ rlght to “restrain - this trade.
“have no such right; then those states. W1th whom
“we are-in perfect friendship, have a right to per-
“severe in conduct, which may, in-its ‘Tnatural con-
sequences, ‘make England a province' of France,

< If we

If such be the ofhces of peace and amlty, how

‘and'in the .
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~ differ they: from those of war?:The harsh rights
~ of war,. may, indeed, be- exercised inardifferent
manner ; - but-their extreme:extent, is: to inflict
" on. an enemy:-all ‘the mischiefs  that;may ‘be

necessary to his subjugation 3 and-I.do not'see
how these :powers, -if ' confederates of: France,

conld : .contribute. . more effectual means: to that‘

end, than those they at present employ::

- Waving then;fora mement;'the: objectlons tha‘t;
arise: to this commerce, in respect of its Or”igi'ﬁ"

and-objeets, and supposing. both: to be:un«
exceptionably lawful ; still; if itsfurther prosecu=
tion be inconsistent with our safety, the:obliga-

tions:.of  peace and amity, call. ‘on the’ neuitral
powers: to abstain- from:it. . When- conflicting’
- rights arise. between mations, " one ‘party must

give way, or war must be the issue; a right,

therefore, which is essential to«.theiex-iis't’ence;ofi: )
the possessor, ought te prevail over one whichis-
Now, the neutral.

not of such vital importance.
powers can subsist without this- newly-acquired

commerce 5 but Great Britain:cannot long: eXISt_
as.:a nation, if: bereft. of her ancxent means of :
offensive maritime war., = 5 e st

+‘That we are engaged ina contest an adverse
issue of which may be fatal to-our- natlonalssafetyié'
and; independence; will - hardly be' deniedslifs

then a .neeessary mean of preventing such an
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issue be.the cutting off of the colonial resources
of .out: énemies; to- dispute our right’ of doing so

: ‘1s, ineffect, to-dispute the right: of self defence.

. Itis by mo means necessary, however, to resort "
to thisprimary:law: of mature and nations for
in truth there are; inithe case before us, no con-
flicting rights.. ‘Should we even:consent to wave

‘the ground ‘of precedentand acquiescence; and |
‘examine:in: the fullest manner - the original : me-

rits of this question, there- will be found clear

»belhgerent right, on: the one side, and: nothmg

but: palpable encroac’nment on the other.:
“The true: prmmples on ‘which -the rule of the

, "wan 1756 was. founded, have been: already stated

and inforced; in’a manner which: it would be

‘easy to amplify, but difficult to improve*.

I will not'hazard such an attempt ; but rather
content myself with considering briefly, the most
specious o’njectlons that have been offered on the

’;other sidey © v

iTorthe vague general lnvectlves of the French‘

.government, on: this subject, no serious reply:can
be due.-

- Buonaparte declaims-on the ‘maritime.

. despotism of England, with the same good: grace; -

-with: which he-imputed:: assassinating prineiples
to-the Duc D’Enghien; perfidy to Toussaint, and::
,vambltlon to the Housc of Austria.

It isthis peex- ;

i Sée su;ir'a,p. 18 to 16,
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culiar stile, in-all'cases, not mérely to-defame his

enemies; but to ~impu'tekf to' them the very erimes,

‘which he is himself, at the same moment; per-
petrating ;-and of -which ~they-are the intended
victims, He 1s quxte in character, therefore,
when he ‘accuses us of- tramphng on thee:mari-

time- rlghts of other nations, while he;} by the: ald,

of those very. natiens, is subverting ‘our own. </

‘He calls us’ the tylants of the sea il but'

if the throne is ours, he ‘has’ filched® away the

sceptre, and our naval’ dladem, Jike “his “own

“ifon crown of Lombardy, isy-in" a commercml
view, cumbersome and worthless. This iempire
is not like his own ; for the imperial family ate
less * favoured in it than their’ enemies.i “We
-.tlaverse the ‘ocean ata greater( charge;-evenifor
‘security on ' the passage, than those Who have

' “no share in the domain.. R

~*“The usurper’s favounte topic, of late, has been
‘the libeity of navigation : he would be thought
~the: champlon of" the common rights of all.mari-
time states, . What! has he forgot, or.does: he

‘expect Eurepe or-America to forget;’ the recent

i¢onduct of France ? Noth’ing;- it istobvious;ibut

“Fisiown! crafty policy,- prevents his recurrings<at
i¢his‘moment, to the full extent of thatextrava-

tgant pretensxon on Whlch the: neutral.powers B
were so shamefully plundered during . theylast

wwaryand, for, a:release of whmh hxs minister,
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‘M:Talleyrand, demanded beaucoup; de l’ar@ent”
of: Amerlca——I mean the . monstrous pretensxon

,hxs neutlahsmzr frlends shall have placed hxm in ,v
ar ;:ondmon to destroy 1t But,‘sﬂhog}d:_vh;s,,mzp;_me
be ever restored ,by,,thel,r means, they will feel,
-as Frenchmen have done, the heavy yoke of a
jealous, new-erected despoti’s'm;’ instead .of those
-mildand ancient laws -which: they were foollshly
ersuaded to. reject. SRR :
- The only.liberty, Wh1ch thlS 1mpostor lel for .
satmoment patromse, elther at .sea or on- shore,
s that: liberty. which consists solely in the ab-
sence of order, and in the power of mvadmg with

-impunity - the: long-established rights of others.
It is.a jacobin liberty only which he Would give

to: navxgatlon, t111 his.own iron. bonds for it,are
;;forved o :

SR

sk declme also engacrmg W]th those ObJﬁCtOI‘S,
o:inkwho, without scopying - the invectives of. Buona-

parte, dispute, -like him, . our, rwht to-suppress
-sthe j:.commerce . in_ question,: on principles. that
ﬂm;peach the practlce of marltlme captureuatv
sldrget, | ool Lo

S *z’lf lthe' i‘eader wxshes to be mfoxmed of' the full iextent
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- Those who have sublimated their, nnagrnatxons |

50 far, as really to think that war ought, in, -Justice
and mercy, to be banished from the. boisterous
ocean, that it may prey the better and thelonger
on the socral cities or. quret plams are not Jikely

to descend Wlth me 1nto the reglons -of isober

. mvestlgatlon. . g,'-

, To those 1dolater‘ of the neutral ﬂag also,;-
who hold a yard of buntmg on.the: poop of.a-
merchantman more sacred. than the wveil. of a
vestal I have nothmg to offer If th1s 1nvrolable.- |
emb]em, ought absolute]y to arrest the arms .of .
contendlng natlons, and _preserve, in. all cases,‘,

the contents of its. sanctuary from capture siit

may wrth equa] reason, I adm1t _receive under:_ -
its safeguard the colomal commerce, as the ge-"

neral property, of a belhmerent

‘But there are- some champzons of neutral rlghts, .
»who, without openly contendmg for these extra- -
vagant doctrines, maintain stoutly, that ‘neutral
merchants have a rlght to trade W1th the _powers. .
at War Wherever ‘and in whatsoever commodi-
If contraband goods, and,,;
blockaded p]aces be gracmusly excepted this is. .
AH other o

.tres, they please

the utmost extent of theu abstmence

of these revolutlonmy doctrmes, he may ﬁnd them compen-,

diously : stated;  and- ‘ably and learnedly refuted in Mr'

Ward’s Treatise.on the Rlvhts and Dutxes of Belhgel entand” -

,Neutral Powers, S hie it wasae o rag wilA
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neutral commerce, thev hold to be unquestlon~
ably Iegal TR ' = N

+Sach’ persons naturally enough quarrel Wxth:"
~ the riile” of ‘the war'1756, ‘and they attempt tof

ttttt

encounter the powerful arguments Whlch I have ‘1
- quoted on its behalf, by objecting, = "
First—That neutral nations always suffer in~
thelr ordindry trade through the wars of those,
marltlme friends with whom they have any com~
merc1alre1at10ns, and therefore may be reason-’f‘ |
ably allowed to dcquire some compensatory ad-‘fv
vantages on the other hand,’ by the openmgf:
~ of fiew branches of commerce.”
YTf néttrals ‘were real]y losers by the wars of
their’ nelcrhbours, it would, perhaps, be fortunate |
for mankind ; and would glve them no rlght to'v"
indemnify themselves, by acceptmg, in the form
of Commierce, abribe from' the weaker party, to
protecthim from the arms of the stronger But
-in ‘the last and’ present war, at Ieast this pre-"'
Let the
neutral’ powers ‘¢confess that their- late vast ap-
parent “increase’ ‘of - commerce, is ﬁct1trous,f;;
and that the frauds also are gratultous, or.let
thém ‘admit that 1ndependent1y of the trade in
quesuon, they have: -enormously ‘profited by wars, ;..
whxch to their frlends ‘have been highly, dlsas-u |

Chanr el

tence has no - shadow of foundatlon

Atrous. . There is.no. escapmg from: this- drlemn"
The neutral however, has many fair’ mdemn

R ] i.
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“ties, wrthout any tresPass on belhgerent hghts,
: )

"The comparatwe cheapness “of “his “fiavigation,
dwes h1m in every open’ ‘Hharkeét s décisive advan-

""‘ta e. _
""'trlgcs he’ ‘cannot fail to’ supplant the belhgerents H
>

In the commerce “of-othiédr neutral coun-

“and the Jatter will naturally give him‘the"car-

. mmodities as he'be-
. rrage of such of his own co

“fore us.ually supphed them Wlth, partly or wholly

tion.
“through’ thelr own naviga

formerly, to’ ‘buy in his ports, they will now- bel
£ Content to" purchase from hlm, at an- advancer

'5 pnce, in their own.

- What they used

~

i ,.’ ol .L L

“He obtains also.a st111 larcrer 1ncrease ‘6f com-

"\'melce, by purchasmg from -the one belhgerent
“and selling to his enemy, the merchandize for
“‘which in time of peace, they mutually depended

on each cther. 'The decay of his old branches

of trade; therefore, if any such decay arises from
the war, is -on the whole amply compensated

‘5 eetyyars-they  obtain it~ by the- mft of an m—;

)

R adverse belho‘erent

It has- further been objected, ¢ that allowmg

i the acomsxtlon of this tride to be a gratu-

¢ jtous beneﬁt to neutrals, ansmg ‘out of the.

ent’ of
e dependent nation, to which at the mam /

“ieighat gift it still belonged 3 and therefore riay
T4 lawfully accept the boon, without leave of the

‘and, "thete-
€ tains p‘osseqsmn “of her colonies ¢

"”“'uEOTe has~a-clear: Ieglslanve right to.-«-fégulate

Trance, tls saidystillre-

A

vk
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s¢ then'. commerce.  Great Britain, is, not eVen at«

“' temptmg he - reduct:on of those hostlle terri- |
ES tones 3:hor are. our, shlps now blockadmg thelr‘ '

K ¢ ports;; to. proﬁt theretore,by the changein their
s commermal laWQ, by tradmg W1th them when‘ |
:“ mwted to-do- 50, is not a Vlolauon of. neutra-

5 hty i ‘

. This. argUment is plamly evaswe

'ﬂ

It 1s not

,;v,-zthe rwht of a belhgerent to . 1mpart a beneﬁt of
this, klnd but the right of a neutral to accept if,
:that.is:, the pomt i controversy The carrymg

of contraband to the enemy, ot of provxsmns toa

,,gbeSIeged place, might be defended in the same
-way; for the belligerent has an undoubted right-
- fo-buy. those . articles, if carried to him, or to con-

~tract. prevrously for thelr transmlssmn by the'
;5'.,neutral S SR '

--But the be]hgerent has one set of obhgatlons,

| and hlS neutral friend has another, of a very dif-
- »ferent kind ; it is fa]la(:lous, therefore, to reason

~-from the rights of.the one, to the rrghts or du-
;,;tles of the. other.

If the legahty of any branch of commerce as

__;'between the ¢ enemy.and a nentral, could entltle it
40 protection from our hostlhtles, 1ts 1llegallty,

‘-converso, mrght reasonably subject it to. capture
) ld:,gcondemnatlon. But neutral merchants know

v~to~'the1r great advantage, that the 1atter 1s 1 iot‘the
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to an, immense value was. restored during the
'last war, thh was avowedly the SubJGCt of a‘

......

If our bellwerent rlcrhts cannot be enlartred by
any regard to the comme1c1al IaW of the enemy,
con31dered merely as sueh nelther can they,b,e
. abndged by it.. :

Did the transfer in questlon create no pre;u-n

dlce to the adverse belhgerent its, lawfulness\,
could not be dlsputed but if,, on the other'
'v"hand, 1ts dlrect tendency is to. enable our enemy
to elude our: lawful hostilities, and to . dehverT
hlm from the pressure of a maritjme war, and}
if these were manifestly: his: only. obyects i,
the measure, to. allege the nght or pawer of

the enemy, to change his system, in justification
of h1s neutral acqomphce, is, to.offer in, defence :

of a wronoful act, no more. than that there; was,
an opportumty glven for its perpetrahon _ .
I-. is quxte 1mmater1al to the question, Whether_

we are attempting to conquer the hostile colonies,
or. what is more. doubtful, perhaps,, Whether we -
-mmht not successfully have made such,atfempts,
jf not prevented by the effects of the. very. rneae»r

;soverexgnty, of the co]omes, is; that object of

, -hostﬂe interest, Whlch is, Wrongfully protected}:
| The apologlst therefore, should ggv._t

agamst us;‘n
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on to aHege, if he ‘¢an, that the colonlal nawga—f
tion and’" commerce, as Well as the temtory,:’_ S
‘Were perfectly safe from our arms. -
If France should cede to the Umted States, .
the island of Martlmque, ot Spain the plc)vmce
of Mexico, it might perhaps be a materlal de-_v ,
fence for their accepting the grant; though ad-
verse to our interests in the war, that the enetny"
remalned in possession when he made ity and
that the ‘colony was not besreged or invaded ;.
but slnce the cession now complamed of, is hot ;
of the territory, but of its maritime trade, the;
foundation of the argument fails ; for the enemy )
is not in possesslon, much less in an uncontested;
' possesmon of the commerce, which he affects t6
~ surrender. He still holds, indeed, the key of his
colonial ports but the way to them, is occupied:_
by an enemy, whom he can neither resist nor
escape. Itis not the mere tight oflandmg and
taking on’ board of goods, in the Harbotir of
5t. Pierre, or Vera Cruz, but the righit of ¢ Cdrnage )
from the colony to the transmatire market,

that is the’ subject of the orant to the neutral

and " of this ‘important franchlse, the enemy:t‘
found himself incapable to defend the - posses-

sibn, before he rehnqulshed the rlcrht

The geographleal way itself, mdeed .1s com-i
mon’ to all natrons and we are perpetual]y to 'd,«,:f )
that the séa is open and free. Bt a nght of cars
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>

| riage may b Testramed 'in respect of the: art1cles
“that are’ cafrleEl arld ‘thé places to or from which
th“ ’pd§s, as Well as’in” respect of the path-way )
}tself o T EHETEIVRRNTAE ;

The ‘Yoad’ from London 1o York is< open ancl

mmon“to dll'his Majest) s subjects 5 but: not

f e’ carrlage of a-mail- -bag, to or from:any part
“of' the éalm, for the proﬁt of private persons.’ The

- rlght of such carrlage, notw1thstandm0’ the gene-

| ral freédom of “the Yérk' roud, “belongs exclu-

vély to ‘thie Post- oﬂice “and 'so did the'carriage

“of Eolotiial produce ot stipplies; ta'the. paretit stéﬁe,

o o’tw1thstandmg the general freedom” of thesséa,
\‘In this resPect the passage’ Was ot - open: Jin
tlme of peace o allege ‘the ‘commion rlghtfof .

° navxgatmcr ‘the ocean, therefore,}m defenceiof

P ghe 1n51d1ous assxgnment of the right: of carriage,

1s not’ ‘Iéss” preposterous, ‘than if the freedom’of
itie” post—roads, ‘shéuld be offered as an -excuse
for the unlawful acqmsmon or transfer of a post—
office contract GRS |

HE iy glve the arvument) we'' are conmdermg,

}all pOSslble sc0pe, Tet it bé- stipposed that the

mf'}'erl‘emy was ‘i full ‘immediate -possession; inot

only of hls colomes, but” of his ordinary:com-

”Jmerce Wlth ‘thiem, “at’ the time of relaxing this

TS lpoly This, is’ certamly to concédeérmuch

Pt ‘{1‘" hafl"ls’ ’d’ue, ‘since he’ ‘dusst not,”at the

Vﬂ'”l'”é}‘ send q shlp, unider his 'own’ colauitsy to
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2010 f;rom the colonial poxts 3 and therefare, the
possession of the commercial franchlse, by its
-actual exermse, -the only mode of possessmn of

which it is susceptible, was suspended But

‘supposing the reverse ; still thls great blanch of -

“commerce’ became a . known subject of belh-
', geient contest, on the commencement of a mam:-

~time.war ; for it would be trifling. to go about to ]

prove,: that’ Great . Britain must always look to
-.the colonial trade of “France and Spam, as the

o first obJect of her hostilities.. When we. dreW~

_the sword, it was notice to. every neutral power,
~that.this commerce. Was no lonrrer an anontested
i possessmn of our enemies;, but 1ather a pnze
" set up within the lists of War, the seizure or de-
- fence of which would be a prmapal aim of the
- combatants. If so, how.can the assmtmcr our

enemies to withdraw the . rlch stake from the

. -field, be. reconmled with the clutles of neu-

I

e Lcepted in a few hours, they should anll them-'
+sselyes of an opportunity to. sell the shlps and

o tralxty 2 o »
Letitbe supposed that a large ﬁeet of French
- and- Spamsh merchantmen, with their owners on.
“board, were passing the sea. under convoy ;. and
.-that receiving mfozmahon on their way, of the

posmon of a Bl‘ltlsh squadron sent out. to take
ithem, by which. they. must mfalhbly be ‘inter-

camoes to some lneutral merchants Whom they E
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7

et Wlth at the. moment at sea; it will hardly‘
be thourrht that such a transfer would be valid

against . the British- captors, - if ‘the squadron

, should afterwards fall in w1th and Capture ‘the

ﬂeet

instance,. may be alleged as plausﬂaly ds’ the
rxght of the hostile state to open its ports, in ‘the’
other ; and the motive is in both cases the same;
- But when we advert to the prnlclples on which
the trade in questxon is defended; this illustr atlon*’

is far too weak, to shew their injustice, - There is

not one of them, thiat would not serve to justify -
* the sale of the merchantmen in the supposed
case .to the neutlal, if ‘made after the British
squadron:had come up, and When it- was on’ the

pomt of taking the convoy.

The: JU,S'CICG of municipal law, m'xy furmsh us -~

“here with some:fair analogies. -

Is property of any kind, when the specxﬂcl‘f?‘f

subJect of htlga‘uon, aliened by the party in POs=

session. pending a suit for its recovery, and toa "
person who has'notice of that suit 3 the accept= -

i Yet what prmcxple of natural Justlce makes it
‘ptherwxse, that does not equally apply to the case
of the colonial trade ? The purchase of ships and
‘cargoes at sea, is not a wider departure from the
ordinary. course of commerce, than txadmg i
sugar and coffee under foreign flags, i m the West
TIndies ; the right of the owner to sell, in the one’

“ponent.
-exercise against this commerce, thouo*‘a xssxorned‘
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“ance of it, is.a wrong to the adverse party 3 and’

he may. assert- against the: grantee, thou'gh a
purchaser at an. adequate price, the same spe-~
cific rights which he had against ‘his first: ‘op~
- With equal reason, Gleat Britain may"

to neutrals, the right of maritime capture. -
~Should it be objected, that there is no specnﬁci*

’tltle vested. in the adverse belhgerent but only @ -

general right of seizure, T answer, that this dlS-;

‘tinction, tho.ugh( often allowed in favour of com

mercialiconvenience, is: not” held by municipal’

law: to. affect .the equity of the rule, when the-
intent, of the transaction is, to defeat such ge-"

neral rights; as might be shewn by reference
to. the: bankrupt laws, and other parts of our

cade; .

I the case, for instance; o of goods removed by -
a tenant from his leasehold premises, to avoxd a.
distress for rent;: and. sold for that purpose toa -

‘th;ird.-p,érsont privy to the fraud, the landlord may. .

follow‘,zand seize them-withina limited:time, even
in. the hands of the purchaser.  The latter also, -
if an accomplice in:the contrivance, is regardéd’

as: a criminal, and. punished: by a forfelture of,;:r:

double the Value of the goods

Iy th1s, I apprehend, as in the former case,tr
ﬂle rule of Amerlcan law: is conformable torthat

-Qf England,, but should. the General \eqmty ofi 1t
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appear at\ all doubtful let the; follawrnb,lfurthof

tion Let 1t be supposed that the tenant, in
conceqUence of _previous dtstresses

Lof from

other eauses, has no. means of sendmg hts own

corn or hay to market by hls own: waggons, as

,formerly, so as to avoid a- setzure by the. land— N

lord
usaoe, and to the _nhecessary (economy of  his
‘business, offérs to sell them i in the stack to. his
neighbours, at a low price, to be conveyed by
them, on thexr own account, in their own.ve-
hxeles, from the ‘premises. Should they, know-
, 1ng hIS necess1t1es, and his dishonest views; take
the proffered advantage, and send theirown. carts’
and waggons. into his farm-y_ard for the purpose;

“surely the justice‘of the rule. of law Would,/ in

such a case, be readily admltted The apphca—
tton 1s suf’ic1eutly obvious. . i . :

LIt has been further objected to the rule of the
War 1756 ¢ that neutrals are -allowed, without
f‘_}, opposmon, n other cases, to.avail themselves

._Ff; of various alteratxons in: the: laws of the bel-
© hgerent states, to which the policy of war: has
£ _given Dirth, and by virtue of which theyare

ec

< not ‘open . before, .as well ‘as encouraged :fo

“ en«rage more. extenslvely in others, by greater".

and therefore, contrary to all ordmary _

admltted 1nto several branches. of tradeiwith
he. - metropohtan country itself, which:were

e

In A0

"“**‘iﬁrit?il% 5 and favour than the pac1ﬁc _sy tem
“*anav@ré- Th sOme cases, therefore, it’ 1s
e we' ourselves a‘dmlt “thit it 1s lawful to trade :
“ With an’ enemy in tlme of War 1n a Way not
e permltted in' tite’'of - peace ;" and” should t'ife
now" dssert 4 contrary prmmple, many Well-
“éstablished brariches of neutral ‘commerce in
‘the? European seas, and’ eVen W1th great Brt-
tain “heérselfy mxrrht be on the same gtound
abolrshed . SRR ,
'3 This'is 4n argument " "the same famlly vthh
"thos “médern ‘political sophlsms, by which 1 na-

t61s have heen convulsed and kmgdoms over
fthrown caritiear LR v b i

€6

',\"

€
“6¢ !

«e

1

_‘\

'.retlcal 1ncon313tency, to reJect all prmcxples that
f"»cannot be followed" into their extreme conse
-quences, ‘and ‘'to Justlfy one ‘excess by the in=
conveniences of another, are effectual ‘WeapOns
for the'assault of every legal or pohtlcal system,
,and for the defence of every 1nnovat10n '
~Tadmit thatpartial changes in ‘the commercral

- laws of a belligerent: state, are occasmnally made'
" ein favour of neutral commerce ; and that When
:-'isuch chancres are calculated to produce an eﬂ‘ect

-onvthelwar}: advantageous to the party who' makes
Jthem,sand ‘dettimental to his opponent they fall
rin strictness ‘within the prlnmple of thé ' rlllé of
thewar . 1756, though the comitlerce of" the




mother country., only, not of the colonies,. should

~ be. their subject. .

- But of what nature have been these altera-

' tlons D Not an unqualified admrssmn, as in the
) colonlal case,. of neutral. ships, into ports, Where

no foreign prow could enter, for any commercial

end before ; not an entire surrender of a natiopal

privilege, or monopoly, which, in time of peace,

~ was always jealously maintained ; much;less, an

invocation ‘of neutrals, to conduct an Jntercourse
essential to the existence of one part of the em-
pire, and which must, otherw1se, be totally ]ost

but for the most part, on]y a _reductrongr _rem;g\‘-.

~sion of duties, and at the utmost, a permission
to lmport or export specrﬁc artlcles, to or, ﬁ‘om

some foreign country, in a manner not allowed

’ before. B AT T T

| except of course, that 1ndlscr1m1nate admls-

- sion into every branch of the commerce. of our
_enemies, 1ncludmg ‘even their coasting trade,

which has now taken place. The comprehensive

be objected, in defence of its most exceptxonable
branch besrdes, :as to the coast1n<T trade,_the

Perhaps hlS Majesty s government

S ¥ C’tse of the Emanuel Soderstrom, 4 Roblnson 29(5‘

‘enormity of the existing wrong itself, will hardly

_employment of neutral Vessels in it, is treated :
- by.our prize tribunals. as. 1llegal though the. ex-
treme’ penalty of- conﬁscatron, has not:-yet been
‘apphed*

]

- a fair. and lawful tlade a1e entltled to. ’

16

firiding tHe ‘more- Iement sanetions of a forfeiture
of frerght and expences, and such’ further dis-
couragements as have been hitherto apphed to
be wholly" ineffectual; ‘ought to consider this as
a ‘branch ‘of 1111c1t trade, to which the forfeiture
of shrp and ‘cargo’ shotild in future be annexed
and ‘to’issue an instruction for that purposet.”

Y Tn‘all other, and- ordinaty’ innovations of thxs \

kind, the chinge has rather beer i in the enlarge-

miétit of ‘an existing’ intercourse,’ than'the ‘open-

. Ing . of one Whlch had sbéen.f,..qﬁite -’-in{efdicted
‘before.

“But' the change- in the colonial com-
merce, has amounted in respect of the ﬁag and,

f'certaln free ports, and in sonie qpecml cases, the
entry of & foreign vessel into a'colonial port, for
any mercantile purpose, is a kind of commercial
adu]tery, to which, till the divorce occasroned |

by war, no colomzlng power ‘submitfed.

 The fact 6f hostile property in this trade, asin the rest,

is covered by such abundant and-accurate perjury; that un-

less a ju’dcre were at liberty to act on the firm persuasion of

- his mind, arising 1 from general presumptlons, against f the

_fullest posrtwe testlmony, the cargoes can laxely be con-

idemned ; and’ consequently forfeiture of freight, isa pemlty

that can ‘rarely ‘be ' applied. - - The further drscouragément

“here! alluded to, is.the privation of such mdulgences, in-ad-

mission of f'utule -evidence, as claimants of property. ta}&en in,
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~This: distinction is, important, not only to thc

nature and. extent of the Wrong, but to the con-- .

venience of the remedy

The redress Whleh the mJured belhgerent ob—
‘talns, by. the selzure of the offending vessels, is :
naturally oﬁen31ve in its mode, and liable to °
The right of capture; -
therefore, ought not to be exercised against neu-
- trals, but in cases which admit of being broadly
and clear]y defined ; for it 1s better to submit: to,‘.‘
. many ‘palpable encroachments ‘on thé confines :
-of our. belhgerent rlghts, than to: 0~uard ‘them.
with a strictness -which - ‘may be inconvenient to
If it were resolved

abuse in its application.

our peaceahle nexghbours
to-apply. the rule of the war 1756, to-all the

branches and modes of European commerce -
- with: our enemies, to which neutrals have been -
admitted during.the war, and in consequence of .
the war, it. would be a line of conduct difficult -

to, draw with - precision, even in the cabinet

nor, however carefully delineated by specific in-
structlons to our (,rulzers, ~would its ‘practical
It would also give birth to -
endless. distinctions in Judgment and to an in--
‘ﬁmtv of petty and intricate disputes with: the:
neutral nations ; for let it be remembered that.
noft. the novelty of the trade only, but the motive
of its, ‘permission by the enemy, is essent1a1 to the .

apphcatlon be easy..

ru}e In, questlon
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<And here let""zn_efepO’intj out bya-the ;Way,j a Hew

‘reason for ‘not:-allowing the"‘particular‘ ‘manner

and motive of an importationinto a neutral =

- country, to: determine: the: right of re- exportmwj'
the same goods: toia foreign market, or its lia="
bility to seizure on-the way.: If the direct tradé = .

between the hostile ‘countries -and their colonies®
is-to be-legalised by nice: distinctions, the-fact
of which a visiting ' officer can never with cer="

tainty. discover, it -would- be better at once to -

give:iup: the whole of:that important rule for-

‘which I contend, -and allow the .intercourse to~
be; conducted by neutra]s ina duect and smcle

voyaoe.., Lecnbunon et _
- The colonial trade, however, is further dlStln— ‘

. guishable. from . those other branches of com-

merce, which have been the subjects of a like
belhgerent pohcy, in: some very essential fea— :
tures.. o e :
It dlﬁél’S from them, not on]y in the pecuhar f
strictness, and broad generical character of the -
monopoly by the parent state during- peace;’
which is fraudulently suspended in war ; butin’
the nature:of those- interests which it lnvowes,f

" and in"the principles on Whl(,h it 1s, in its natmal i

course,-conducted. : :

Strlctly speaklng, it is not. commerce though
in conformity.to common- usage, and for want’ of
an approprlate term, I have hltherto gwen it




166
that appellation ; “and I cantiot heIp thmkm
that the dn‘ﬁculty (if to any 1mpart1al mind" there
really appears any ‘difficulty at’all, attendant’ ‘on

this plain question) would never have been ima=
gined, if the: anomalous ifitercourse ‘between @

mother country 'md 1ts colony, had not'’ been

generdl name, With ordmary commexce ‘ot

' trade R A R SRS
" Commerce; in its p10p<31 s1g‘n1ﬁcat10n, lmphes
both buying ‘and selling 5 and in’ a‘commercial

voyage; ' goods’ ate usuaﬂy either. transmltted‘

from ‘the seller in’ one country, to the buyerin
anothér; or sent on the buyer s account for sale
in'd different’ market. R e

“But what is the general object of sh:pmenta

in time of peace, from Furope to a West-Indid

island? To send for sale, merchandise Whlch '

has been purchased or ordered; on account cither
‘of the shipper or consignee ?* No such thing—

Hwe except smail quantities ofprovxsmns cloth-

1ing, and other necessaries, destined for the sup-
ply of "the- few  white mnabltants, which' are
bought in Europe by the agents of the West-In-
dia store-keepers, and sent to them on their ac-
count, to be retailed in their stores or shops’s’ ‘the
voutward cargoes are all shipped by planters, or the
‘agentsiof planters, and consigned to themtheir 4t

tornies, or managers, for the use of their estates.
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- Again, on the return voyages,yarg the. eargoes
composed of ‘goaods, the subjects. of mercantile
enterprise, .which have, been. shipped.. by - -mer-
chants in the colony. on their. own account, or
on account of merchants. in-KEugope, by whom
they have been. ordered? By no,meansf—they '
consist,; almost universally, of the produce of the -

| »plantatlons, sent by the planters to their own
- agents in the mother country; or which i

much  more common, to. the planter himself in
that country, by his own manager in. the colony.
., Am I asked how such transactions dlﬁ‘et from

. eommiexce,? T answer—in the same degree, that

a man sending his own wine, from his cellar in
London to his house inthe country, differs from
commerce ; and in the same degree that a gentle-
man farmer, who sends his own corn to his factor
in the market town, differs from a merchant,
In these cases, indeed, inland carriage is used

. anc_t,m:the former, a passage by sea, which,.from

habitual association of ideas, seems to us to give
a mercantlle .character fo the transaction s but '
Iet us divest ourselves far a moment of this pre-

“}udlce, and that transmission of OOOdb across, the

....

Atlantic by the owners, Whlch we call the cor
lonial. trade, will be:seen to be, in. 1ts general na-
fure,-, no. more commelmal than the carrlage of |
the. wine, or, the com, m the cases I havez meny
txoned ' ‘
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" The plantation stores, indeed, - dre pufchased
by the planter, previous to their shipment; and
the produce will be sent to market by the con-
signee, and sold, after its arrival: but the com-
mercial transaction in the one case, was finish-
‘ed before the commencement of -the voyage;
in the other, it does not commence,till“after the
voyage has ended. Till the planter, or his agent,

sends the produce from the warehouse to the -

market, it is not in any sense. the subject of
'trade and even the ultimate sale, on account of
the grower of the commodlty, cannot strictly be
~ regarded as a mercantile transaction. If it be

* such, every farmer is a merchant.

These are far from mere verbal distinctions.
They go to the root of the pretences, .such as.
they are, by which 'the neutral intercourse be-
tween the enemy and his colonies is defended ;

for if the subject of acquisition by the neutral,.

is not of a commercial nature, or was not such

till made so for the purpose of enabling him to

‘acquire it, there is an end of all the -arguments
or declamations that turn on the variable and

assignable nature of commerce in time of peace, .

“and to all the supposed analogies between this

commerce, and other new-born branches of neu- -

tral navigation. This is not, hke the other cases,
merely the carrying-on of a trade in foreign bot-
~toms, and on foreign account, which before was
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~cartied-onin native: bottoms, and o ative ac:
“.count s butit is- the converting iinte:d: tradey of
. that:which before was.a mere: removal of goods,
; gthhout any transfer of propertyis: 2

- A flew character, as'well as @ new: conveyance,

L 18: glven to the . exports :and- 1mports ‘of the c¢olo-

siies. - The ralleged right to: protect them, is
founded on their being commercial ;* but: they
- were first made commercial in order to be pro-

o utecte.d. -and: if the' neutral merchant really car-
“irries themon-his “own dccount, he does more
withan-'was done by the enemy merchants; before
<thie war. ' Not only the ancient system of naviga-

tion; therefore, but the ancient course of eolonial

-~economyy is' mverted for the sake Qf eludmg our
f%a'hostlhtles RIS R : -

! But there is another, and perhaps a stlll stmnger

. gr@und. of dlstmctlon, between this and all the
_ - otherbranchesiof commerce, ‘which neutrals have
“‘beenallowed to conduct in time of war. -

.\'
Vol

Fhercapital emplsoyed in colomal ag-rlculture,

‘ff-é’belongs, for the ‘most part ‘to thé' mother

country, where ‘the owners or mortgagees Te-

+*8idé ;- and the produce sent to" ‘Europe is chleﬂy

the‘ retums ‘on that capital = consequently" the'
“Hmother countny has s beneficial interest it the
“emittarice, quite distinct from 1ts)commercxal {ise,

“T4nd Which'equals or besirs Targe propért’xon 'to,
Shitsientive valué, - Tt s tiot merelya’ piedinm’ er
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vehiele -of . commercial "gain, “or: a’ subject of:
manufacturing profit ; but.is, abstractedly from.
its specific form and use,: substantial wealth and
revenue. It differs from ' ordinary : commercial:
imports, as corn-rent p'aid to a landholder, differs

from the, purchased corn of the mlller or specula— |

tor in grain. . : : A
Let the eﬁ"ects of thlS dlﬁ'erence, as to the«
perlls of carriage in war, be fairly considered.
In other branches of trade, to destroy the com-
mercial profit of an enemy, or highly ag gravate
the price of a particular commodity consumed:
by him, is to make him feel effectually the, pres-
sure of the war ; and these ends may possibly be

- accomplished, notwithstanding his. resort. to the

protection of neutral flags. : i

Inrespect of goods which he buys to seII agam
,to foreigners, either in the same or a meliorated:
state, and even in respect of manufact_ures:for,fo’.—.?
reign markets,of which a native. commodity' isthe
basis, the enhanced price of maritime carrlage
may be fatal to his hopes-of proﬁt You ruinthe’

trade, when you cut off the gains of the.merchants.

But his colonial produce is, for the most part,: the
returns of a transmarine capital already laid Gut
and invested. ' The importation of -it, -therefore,
cannot-cease to be beneficial to hlm, unless: your
eould oraise by- your. “hostilities the: price of roars
riage;: till it became equal to the entlre gross"
Yalue of the commodity. Nothmg elsek except
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the actual interception of the produce by cap- |

ture, can make him feel the full effect of: the war.
" In other .cases also, to force him out of-his
mdmary methods, - or established  :channels: of
trade, might be to destroy the trade itself: « Ifhe
could no more import raw silk or :cotton, ’ by his
own navigation into: ‘France, or. could no longer '
buy goods in the Levant or. the East Indies, to
sell them again in the north of Europe, his fac-
tories at Smyrna and Canton mi ghtbe abandoned.

“But the case is very different in respect of the

returns of his colonial capital. ‘As long:as French
or Spanish sugar and .coffee, can pass from the -
West Indies, under neutral colours, or even on
néutral account, to any market on earth, so long
the colonial interests of the planter, and of the
state, will be partially, if not wholly, protected
from the ruinous effects of. war: the value of

‘the produce will find its way to France and Spain,

though the produce itself should be excluded.
- I infer, then, from these essential dxstlnctlons, .

‘ that if ' we were bound to submit to all the:other

encroachments of the neutral flag, their admis-
sion into the ports of the hostile co]omes, mlght
still be fairly and con31stently resisted.. :

Perhaps. these flimsy . defences may not be

' thought worthy of the time that-has been: spent.

in their refutation; 'and yet T know of none more
speexous that the apologlsts of neutral .encroaghz
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.mentgfhaveioﬁ’eréd. I ‘gelneral,' a vague and
senseless: clamour, is. their substitute for argu- 3
ment, ‘¢ Piratical depredations,” and ¢ mari- ]
‘time despotism,” are phrases which: they inces-
santly repeat ; ‘and like the vociferations of *stop
thief,””. by a: pickpocket, it is a species of logic,
which if it proves not their 1nnocence, at least
favours theirescape, - o P

- After all that has been, or can be sa1d on thm
,1mportant subJect,. one plain questionwill proba-
bly be felt tobe decisive, by every equitable mind,

Luo. animo 2—With what intention, did " the
enemy open }‘the ports of hlS colonles to fo«
relgn ﬂagsP | SRR ; '

mere | sake of 1mpartmg a. beneﬁt to frxendly
powers, thelr acceptance of ‘the-boon- may»,,\perf,
haps, be }ushﬁable but if the single; -manifesty.:
undassembled object was, to. obtam protectlon
‘ and

aﬁd tor siﬁneld hlmself in thls most vulnerable;\,
part, agamst the naval hostlhtles of England

2, v,_;-‘:exPedlent by powers un% ’
d‘ was -a;wo]atxon oﬁ the gdutxes«”

of, RNl
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- The motive, indeed, on their part, may not have
been hostile 5 it was the covetous desite, pe‘rh’aps',
only of comimercial gain ; but if they give effect
to a belligerent stratagem of our enemy, whether.
of an offensive, or defenswe kind, knowing it tQ-

be such they become instruments of his insidious
purpose, and accomphces in his hostilé act. If
the commercial motive, can defend them from
the charge of inimical conduct, then let the hired

“assassin, who acts without malice to the victim,

be absolved from the guilt of the murder. "

TIs it then a doubt, I will not say with any
statesman, but with any individual merchant in
America, Prussia, or Denmark, that secuuty and
advantage inthe war, were the sole objects of this
measure with the belligerent governments that
adopted it ? They themselves have never lent
their neutral accomphces so much countenance,
asito’ pretend the contrary. Some of them did
not scmple even to recite the obvious truth m
the: pubho mstruments, by Wthh their ports Were
opened; | o

‘But: the avowal was unnecessary ; ‘and could
a doubt on- ‘this ‘subject have existed durmg the

lasts \war, it'would have been precluded in the
‘present, by the intermediate conduct of those'

powetsy after the peace of ‘Amiens. So far ‘was’

the“etignge’ of system from being permanent‘:"as i

was argued, on behalf of the neutral claimants
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{n the Iast war, that orders were sent to reverse
it, the. ' moment the sword was. sheathed “Even

those forelgnerq who had a rlght to remove their

property from- the hostile colonies, withina limit;

ed time; by virtue of the treaty of Amiens, could
not obtam hberty to use their own ships for the

‘purpose : ‘nay, Buonaparte, with all his predllec:-

tion for the slave trade, refused permission to
the planters of Tobago, to import negroes on
their own account in foreign bottoms. Lo :

On the other hand the first advices of a new.

_war with Great Britain, were accompanied, inall
'vthe colonies, with orders to open their ports again

to all the former extent. R
" The hardiest champion of this commeree then,

~ ~w111 now scarcely venture to deny, that it not only

grew out of, but is to end with the war, Should
we, however, hear again of any doubton that
point,or of the title to commercial advantages
under a grant from our enemies, let the grant it-

self be produced; -let a: treaty between our

enemies and any neutral power be shewn, by

- which the possessian. of these advantages 1S ' S€-
~.cured for a smgle moment.

Some engagement of that ktnd mlght seem

Mecessary, even to the security of the neutral

‘merchants, if they really carry on. the colonlal

trade, as they pretend, with their own capltals, |

and on their own account: for how are they to
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collect and bring’away the immense funds, which
they are continually representing, in our. prize
courts, to have been intrusted by them. to:their.
correSpondents - the colonies, and to purchasers:
of their outward. cargoes, resident there, if the
ports, on the cessation of war, are suddenly sub-
jected again to the ancient monopoly ? We have,.

however, I admit, heard of no inconvenience
having arisen from this source, subsequent to the
treaty of Amiens. The doors: were suddenly
shut, but there have been no complaints that any

- neutral wealth was shut in. - It had vamshed no’

doubt, like the gold and Jewels of an Arahlan
tale, on the reversal of the tahsm'm that pro-—
duced it B s b e
Cdf then thls trade has not the promlse, or hope
of ‘existing beyond the: ‘'war, that- gave it birth,
theaadvantage arising from'it in the war, is the
palpable and only object of the enemV in open—

mer cases, pretend that there was a dlﬁ"erent, o
‘eyen .arconcurrerit: motWe, sich’ds mdy excusé’
his: acceptance of the' benefit: - “The serv1ce9tof”
the enemy, in a belligerent view, ‘is" the ' rent
Ppaidfor:the possession of ‘a commerce, whick'is
strangely: pretended to be neutral :*and: the: tertf
jdibytacit compact to- cease, When that renti cei‘r’f*
be rendered 1no longer.-~ LoD e :
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. that the:: transactlon is of «a hostile;characters I
have shewn, also, that the . effectsﬂactualfly pro-

duced;; are: ofra kind: most- directly: hostile. .and

injurious ; thatithe commerce;in questxor}, not
only protects; but strengthens our enemies, and
puts: maritime ‘arms;. again. into; thelr hands, o
our.future: annoyance and: ruing sl lgv
. Fhis aneutrahty, is like: that-.of: the poetrc deig
tres,rwho, when itis unlawful to-them,: to.engage.
inithe battlesnotionly: cover: their, ; favourlte hero
‘with a cloud, and withdraw him; From sthe dput-
suit of his opponent, but restore to ‘him the
sword, whrch he had. prewously lost in- 'die com-

‘ bat'. ~ ,
Let-me, however, refer our: Chrrstlan;. thotigh
vvery ‘unreasonable friends, toa: better standard;
than: that of poetic divinity: St Paul holdsHim-
self an: accomplice  in the murder of:Stephen;
though he took noiactive partin it; beyond keept
ing the clothes of the assassins:: biton:the print
cipleiiof the: pretensrons Terams combatxng, this

was meutrality.’ ‘Nay;:St. -Paul-might haveing
nocently: -gone’ much: further, than thus-tosfacis

litate: the act; by the. accommoda’aorx of :thosd
who'were engaged: in -it..- He ‘might® notionly

hwve Jtaken care:- of therr clothes, butffurmshed
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'Wlthout attemptmc further to 1Hustrate t'hrs'
very p}am, though contrnvorteu ouL ect; T con-
clude, that the illegality of this commerce, is as

certain as its mlschlevous tendency,‘ that to
engaoe in 1t, is to mterpose in the war, for' the "
purpose of rescumg out enemy from our supe-'

rior naval force, o1, in the terms of an expressrve o

metaphor sometlmes apphed to it, hosti immi-
néntt eripere hostent 5! and that the ‘merchants
‘Who thus grossly violate the dut1es, have no clalm ,
to the rlghts, of neutrahty4 |
e - , R
Such 1s the ObVIOL’lS remedy for this grahd evxl'r |
, m the war, and such our right of applymo it.
The other abusés of the neutra] ﬂag, a partl-ﬂ
cul‘ar ¢xamination of which does not’ belong to .
iy presént plan, admlt not of ‘so srmp]e a curé ;
for they chiefly consist in the fraudulent carriage |
of hostile property, tinder the cloak of d ﬁctltlous‘
neu‘trahty, in voyages Whlch fall within the }aw-'
ful range of neutral: navrgatlt)n To these there—
fore, no general remedy can be apphed, unless
a method could bé found of elther mcreasmg,
in the mmds of neutral merchants, respect for
the obhgatlon of “verdcity; ot obvratmfr in-our

courts of prlze, the deceptlous mﬂuence of“

falsehood‘
AA
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* cof the practice of the; prize :courts.
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~ dntruth, "ehe‘unpgeCeiiexlted extent: and: suc-
cess. of fraudulent claims, is a natural and: almost
unavoxdab]e eﬂect of the Iong duratlon of marj.
time: war, especially in awar, the eircumstances
of which have excited, *beyond ~ally formey:ex-
ample, t};e eﬂbrts of deoe;t jour. enemles and

than I or my readers can: spare, in an,.expesntlon
>I¢; muSt be
r:contented : with observing, that: the onglnal evi-
dence which:is to justify a capture; and: lead:fo
e scondemnation, must:-be obtained: from; the .gap-

I tured vessel,. either:in the  papers; whichiare;put -

-ronhoard. by ‘the alledged qwnerns;; and, ishippers
o themselves, or in the testimony.:of; th@ master
.- and the other.persons. on board, When,,exammed'

o standmg interrogatories. . Smce tben ther €Vis-

dence all proceeds from the, ostenslble gropmetorg
- I'themselves,ior: from thelr agents, or witnesses in
-+their service andr (PAYys 1t cannot.be. supposed :that

A fa,cts; will often -be brought to.light intentional: -

.y, which the true owners may desire.to eoneeal

It :may. .even . create- »surprlseg DaL . a captor; is |

¥ ever able to establlsll acase:in point of, evxdence,
Wh1ch Wlll entitle: hlm to a. fa,vourable, sentenge;
nor Wou,ld thlS oﬁ;en happen, if the,:
-terrogatories were not very numerous and close,

ndmg ins

;3 rég*ar&“ to ew&eﬂce as a proctoi‘ at'-Doctors :
Qommons st s s e
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ahd 56 Wiselyframed by the light: of pregresswe
ékpénérlce thidt it i difficult: fm’a Witness, not |
previdusly-apprized-of’ thblr teFns; 5o to »anSwer
e dll; a8 o1 support: conswtenﬂy, in all, 1ts
parts, the nécessary tale of filselivgd, ¢ s
Hu<Batyuithdppilys after alwat has iasted long, the

neutfahzmg agents; atidthe. fndstérs and- officéts

i théy-ehipley, become - perfecﬂy welt dcquainted
~Wwithahefiatute of this bideal of the prize coutt |
“so:fhit the Withesses have a préconicerted ahswer
oready: 6 'every ihterrogatory that is- proposed to
AHen o Tois 8 Welk-known - faét; that in certain
- retifralizing pofts ofi- the contment, the
- FRASEEE afid Other: officets; udually. mtéfroo*afed in
#the:Admiralty; arerigidly and repeatedly examined
by fheir! é’mpk)yets, beforéthe vessel sdiils; on-our
gtanding interibgatoriés; till fhéy have leamt to
- aEwer inal ' points, promptly. and: accurate]y,
- EAd censxstent}y With the coleurable Edse whlch
“1g i the' | 6Vt of captdfe o bé supported..:
oL YWtk ‘Al il anid - ¢cdrey aré” those afﬁdavxts
dRa: &bb‘t‘zfﬁénts H6W preparéd in feutril.cotin-
ffeds which the  Bfitish prizé GOttt usually te-

' ?rqmrés ofi*a décrée for further pi‘OOf |~ T §hiort,

"_neutx‘ahzef Sf éminiénee, i bécome. al-
4 experi i the flés’ of -6uf  Admirdlty,




thésec,talld\'theesﬁ]OYG dlﬁ:lcultult dsy’ the more in-

dlapensablyhnecessarya is iturotirto widen - th&ir

-rangé; by, suﬁerxng thattofetherneutral ﬂag»to he
| ‘unlawfully extendedu i ol &

7 ddlie growing: cunning and dextenty}of those
| ~Wh01are the\terehnary and fraudulent suitors~in
Vl «the;_prlze court can: only be.in: any decrree coun-
: steracted; by an 1ncreasmg v1g11ance and patlende
- of mvestlgatlon, aswellas: mcreasmg experlence,
 dnithejudges ;s and: for this;as well as. othér rea-
sons, it was wise to appomt mer c;of', professiondl
’calente swith:salaries: adequate ito ‘the:: full: value
of thez\‘ tlme,, to premde, in; the v1ce-adm1ralty
| LOUMES,, Lovs: 410 e o Ban s oot
e Ise there after all, it 'may:. reasonably be de-

TR fm-

/ prtze coutt ?.- I answer,: that though the. oﬂF'end-
ang: party certamly ought to be tpunlshc‘:d by his
‘pwn government;on the, complalnt of the lnjured

,be]hgere ntsyet: mutual convemence has.givenrise

to the usage of leavmg the latter, in ofdinary casesz,

1o avenge himself; by treating:as: hostile the pro-

perty which is engaged in the offence ; for other-
Wis ] 1dis duals,’ ’fnighffd}fmsh

s v bgay ol o Jsum%ma
1p10;nat§c controver

£05i4 m,c rﬂn

U)y}

E’Y‘J f) FALEY

manded no other redress for v1olatlons of neutralv
utxes, than capture and eqndemnatxon 1n the

!

- @and;of the:
.SIdent among them, ‘when: un@PPOSedubyuany'

2o (News ot extreme cases,;fhoweveri 4 generally |

-:demand :ai; departure from: ordanaryorules, and

the unpreeedentedﬁmbsness -ofsthe:abiyses Whlch f
AOW eXISt,JSCCmS?tO“ ang:to \demand vin thisiin- .

stance, an appeal to the JUStICCr 0f theuneutral
,states,:acrambt thejr: oﬂ‘endm 2 subjects.t

.exhibited:by:some-ofithoses powers,,notwnhstan‘d-
-jng theiextreme: hcence in‘which: they'have been
‘hitherto: indulged;

' miIt 1Sazh1gh]y dlsadvantageousnforuan ageused,

\bubmﬁeh :mjured party;ito: «stanid. wholly ‘oh- the
defenswe and in a case hke thls, it tends perhaps
ta giver coloureto the accusatlon in- the eyes of

. E;ndliferen‘t_gudge,sz nayythe: people of'the-neutral
country:itself: miay: be misled; by

‘by:the reiterated
.and inpisy: complaints: of-their: own rm'ereh'ante‘,
‘disguised agents “ofjour: engmiesgre-

expostulatron-\ YRS QUL

Oranyy exposure cof

, SN mq
 beli ,;tl'}a‘t[: he' mm;ste)'s or
ch government procure the msergon

ttle\Amerlcall papers of ‘rnany of those false and, mcendlar

B paraglaphs, by Whlch this counol‘ ;’llrli”spﬁemf 15 ex féi‘iié
- mdulgence, is msulted and defamed in that country. S

‘Sikh g
!xesort;seems totbenthe: morea propensandeneces— ,
"'»JSary, en accountf of dher: querulous and- conten—,
=flous: chsposmon »WhICh(IS said:to have beon late:ly :
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- al, af¢ peipéttially slicited a8d Sulited by
'?‘ﬂi'e"' ‘*eéﬁ{iji*e&""ﬁéﬁt‘f’alizers, o whiese: fratds thejf
aré n6 doubt: strangers, to\répresent. thit agi-

Héiry vvrongs These pafties dte ahi/éys moré

toublesoiie thary th! gé%ufne fietitral e réhdtit s

Hnd are the most clatsrot *assert‘efs B peL

‘ap‘ect*due 6 their ﬂag, fot theé sdmé Feason thit
4 fashionable - &Barﬁef 1870t hisg" qua&‘ref‘s "FtEf

hioYe ﬁdnctiliom thar d réal G ntl n‘i:ﬁ}“m ‘ii’hL |

TE i 13 hioE: Wid §etiti.

taiﬁmg the poifie of honourf‘"‘

7ment bk His ’tf’ade Tfie‘ Hattral iﬁ?msier’s;f’m

Consequence, ‘present’ ‘memorial§ drid féh‘fo‘nj
§traness ; and theiy gor've*rhme‘ﬁf&‘ pethiap AR -
Cdiiced {0 take up theé d!S‘the
fhe nieutral flag, ‘were msde gro‘unds ot n‘ierefy
of defenics, but of Velufitary and otiginal 466U
tioh, and if the puiishiierit 6f the offeridérg W‘éi’e

‘ﬁrﬁ*ﬂy démanded, the lattet would Sften deeti i

prudent fo be silémt ;- w‘hﬂe Hhe neutral gover‘ﬁ-
‘fﬁenfs an& thelr fmmstéi‘s, 1f they hadj ser‘ious

'}es§ Ietshf"e, arid Iess lnclmauon, t(.z' comﬁl&m,

:athey ought therefore, I think; undép' pres‘eht :

ff‘c:reumstances}, to be put i’ then- turn on the
"defenswe{ L S
@ur on]y effecfual remedy, however, must be
found in that ancient and Just resort, the: serzure
* “gindreonfiseation  of. the- pmperty theh *i§ ﬁhe
%ubjectfof iHlicit: tfansaetfons. S AR e

sgood. .,

Bt if ‘aBUSeé"éf .
| ] );ounded with, rocks. ‘and shoals ; .and the ques- |
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gd Of ztlze Pmdemq of qpplyzng:‘, ﬂ;ﬁ .‘nopqseé |
' Iiﬁmcdy, i regard to,él;e C’olomal Tradﬁa T

BRGSO RS

inth l@,s,tpl ‘whether 1t 1
that , remedy. for the evﬂs thch have beep. de-v |
lingated,.our. noht of, aPplymcr Whlch has, ‘ é.,,t;fusfg?
\been suﬂicxently},‘shewn. e

. In this, as in most other questlons of practxcal
pohcy, especml]y in the present yery - difficult
ggmes,glt 1s. vain.to expeet that t;he.altematwe to

existing evil,.should alifies
We are. sallmg ina tempestuous sea, sur—-

tion is mot, Whether, by changmg our course,
WE, sha]al ce;;tamly have a p,mspex;ous Voyage,

butt Whether the, _ship Wﬂl labour less,. and the'

breakers in sight be avmded RN
Al has been‘shewn, that the extreme hcence :
oﬁf the. emral flags,. teems: Wlth mischiefs ofa
rpmous and, fatal. tendency fo our commerce, to
SQUr, oolonles, to our Wooden walls themselvee,,
%“d;i?’ our best, hopes in the war ; .and it.r
to see, what new eyvils or dangels must, be en~
Yeol.n}tz;:red s‘lould thls permcxous hcence be rea,
.f_\etramed% G eas ) SR P T
o1s Lhes um. of all these opposmg conslderahom
seems Kt‘o be thxs,if‘ ‘We. may. provoke a quarxel




184
¢ .with. tbe neutral- powers I propose;- therea
fore, brteﬁy to constder, ﬁrst the degree of thrsr-r
| danger; and next; Whether ‘the-€vils of- such a
quarrel, if | certam, would be greater than thosea'l..
‘to which wé &t present submiit: - oo 2

It 15 certatn, that should his Majesty s govern-
ment. thmk fit to recall thé lnaulgent instructior -
that has béen so much abused and revert to the
rule of the ‘war 1756, Wlth such modxﬁcatlons o
only as can be safely allowed great - clamours;.,:*
would 1mmedrately arise in - the neutral’ coun—;_‘-,
tries. The: neutrallsmg agents, deprlved of d
large portton of their fraudulent gains, Would
exclaim aloud acralnst ‘the measure and even -
such merchants as have carrted on the colonlal._::
trade on theu‘ own account, ‘would not be well::
satisfied to find their field of commetce mias -
terlally narrowed by the assertton of our bel=
»llgerent rlghts ' SRR !

The neutral srovernments therefore would no..
doubt complaln and femonstrate ; < but. would
“« they, if firmly, thouOh ‘temperately, resxsted
¢ push the eontroversy into a quartel ?” would:
they maintain  their pletensmns to the trade in '
‘Tquestlon, at the expeiice of a war with- Greaf:s: g
| Britain? I firmly beliéve they would not; bes::
cause, I am sure they.ought not, ‘whether . the)f
regard then: honour, thexr duty, of thezr mterest«;

: honour for a natlon cannot be dlsgraced by re‘g

| late fellow< subjects of Amerrca at least ‘tHe "qu‘tty
of ouricause willhave a more direct and’ powerful“i"

-extraction,i:and ifi the various vympathles b e

¥y’

Much,though the prrnclples‘of? fjtxstxee are”uh-f
happﬂy nrade tobend to political cohverience iy’
the‘conductof nationisy they havéfiof: yet Wliolly‘“
lost.their force» soTaike! the ierits ofan honorary

. quarrel'among gentlemen A they Thay' atﬂeast}serve“

for-arbasis of conellxatlon, between’ p‘arties Who
have: no'« Very - urgent -motive; ot determln‘édff
inelination; to ﬁght. They will §ave fhé* pomt o

mﬁuence, for Ichave marked s an’ ausplcrous
otfiens; n this ' vernal séason “of thelr power, a
reverencetfor: moral prmcrple prevallmcr in their

_ supreme representative assembly, and- trtumph—
~ ing, in matters of mterlor legislation:‘at 1éast;:
‘over thesuggestions-of an ungenerous ‘policy

It:cannot'bé supposed, that the. great body of

thehAmerican! \people dre at this period partlal to -

Franee,s or'‘inimieally dlsposed to Great Britain.
Ifnthey -ares dhsensible ‘ta the ties'of a° common'";ﬁ‘

ligion; Janguage, and manners, that ought to in
clxnetthem favourably towards us, have lost thaiFso
natural:influende;itheystill: cannot be regatdiassis

“of the mterestmg fact, that we alone, of all the na-

t__tons in the old world, now sustain the sinking
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cause of civil liberty, to which they are so fondly
~ attached. - They see that the iron yoke of a
military-despotism is now rivetted on the neck of

that powerful people, which aspires to universal
domination ; and which has already deprived' its

defenceless ne1ghbours of the freedom they: for-

mevl)n enjoyed ; nor can they doubt that the sub-

, Jucatlon ‘of England, would. be fatal to the last
hope of liberty in Europe.: .- - .

Is the Atlantic thought a sufﬁclent rampart fer" \

,themselves, against the same despotlc system ?
The people @f America are neither so. ungene-
rous, Nor so unw1se«, as to act on’that mlstaken
confidence.

- war might produce. They will contemplate the

_possible approach of a pelitical prodigy, more
terrific than any that -earth has yet beheld—
France lord: of the.navies, as well as the armies,
of Europe. -They: willt look: to- the. South; and
see the resources-of the Spanishr Ameérican em-

pire in the hand of this Colossuss they will |

look: behind them, and regard a large country;,
i which, were the British government. sub-
wverted, religion, extraction, and: language; would
~ favour the ambition of France. - Noxn- will: they
~lforget that this unprincipled: power . is crafty;
as:-well'as audacious ;that she well knows how: to
dm-de those whom she means to subdue 5 and

‘They Twill advert to the state of .
- things, which a disastrous issue of the present
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that of the American states. .
It will ‘not be ‘thought, that the new World

“has already broken cohfedEratmns as Sacred ag

has no adeéquate temptations to attract the am= -

t6. arduous efforts. - The armies of St. Domingo

will be remembered. Nor will the constraired
- and ‘prudent - cession of Louisiana, efface the
recollection of that alarmmg lme of pohcy, by‘

whxch it was acqulred

CBat sh@uId Amenca be safe, in her. dlsstance,

~ bition of the French government, or to excite it

in her umanimity, and in her interior defensivé = -

resources, still what would become of her com-

- meree,if France were enabled to give law to the

maritime world. = : :
" Isit supposed, that Buonaparte, or his 1mper1al
suceessors, will tolerate in ‘their ports; a moment

vlon*crer than is necessary,a republican flag? Vain

imagination, Had he even po antipathy to free-

‘dom, the plag,ue,t, or the y\ellow fever, would have

less terrors, than such a mischievous memento to
- At this mo=

< higbest and greatest of peoples.”
ment hé relies on the evident necessity of re»
moving such dangerous examples,as a sufficient

‘apology -to Eurepe for putting. crowns on thg
| 'hé‘a‘d"sféf the nominal republics around him*..
:"The citizens of the: United States are arsa—'

gamous people, and will reﬁect on these thmgs

' '* v Seerne"‘ of» his answe.r-s‘t‘o t-}iet Au-strxaq mamf‘esto.
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terest, at least, 1f not{ mterest_s ofvfar greater im+
portance, which forbid their aiding France at this

alarming conjuncture, to overthrow the 1ndepen -

dence of Europe. - rAR

VVrdely different was the faee of aﬁ’arrs 1794
and 1795, When their commerce wrth the French
colonies ‘was a subject of - dlspute with" Great
Britain. It was natural at that period, that the
people of America should have good wishes for
the hoelty of France, and some jealousy- of the
confederated powers. Yet-even then, they were
‘too’ w1se, ‘and too ;just, to rush into a quarrel ‘with
this country, in suppott: of their present extreme
‘and unfounded pretensions ; though the instruce-
tion of November 1798 -had, as I have already
éfd'mitted, given them some spee’iou’s'f groundsof
‘complaint. “The legal merits of the question
“‘were then, as I fear they still are, very little
understood in Ametica ; but the moderation of
‘Mr." Jay found a middle point of agreement ;
and’ ‘though, unfortunately, the same spirit'did
‘not prevail among his constituents; so far as‘to
""duce them to ratify the treaty throughout; we

rnay reasonably regard the conduct of the Ameri-

TS R S TR BTNy LR Lol Y I R I B
“can’government at that time, as a proof of the

~ pacific temper of the people ; and as a pledge, -
~that the’ sttong’ equrty of .our’ present case ' will

not nnder the  ‘more ' favourable cn‘cumstances
o the times) be obstlnately drsregarded

1

- Happily, we have not here to do wrth a people, -
to:whose understandings and feehngs no open
appealcan be made. IE ORI Y

Iregard it as, not- the leaet penlous elreum-

stance in the present situation of Europe, that
by ‘the. unprecedented deopotlsrn exerclsed over. .

the.-press’ in France, in a positive,. as well as
negative mode, an ardent and 1ntelh<rent people
can not only be kept in profound ignorance of

the true nature of public events, and the real -

oonduet of. their ‘government towards forewn
nations, - ‘but. impressed with a belief of facts
drametrlcally opposite to the truth ; f01 by these'

~ means: they can be made to envage cordlally n

any measures, however eontraly to. their own
‘honour and interest, as well as to the safety of N
their. neighbours. The case seems absolutely
‘mew’; not only in degree, but in species ; for the
‘ministers of France,. professmg only to duect an
“official corner in one of their many newspapers,
‘are in truth the.political editors of all 5 and they
,even- oblige such foreign prints, as they allow to
-be. broucrht into the: country, to usher in or con- .
~firm. their own. mendac1ous statements 3 SO that .
~a-eurious .public is actually starved into.the d1-
gestion of  their poisonous. 1nte1hgence, from the
want of ~any .other food. ‘ s e
+Underother. despotrc governments, 1f the peo-‘
ple have had no ‘means; they. have; had..as little
jnclination,;to ~9?.mva\ss,»ﬂﬁal.rstgf_;stat@s IgnOlam -
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,' posal of the. ‘sovereign ;
~ and feeling, are powerfulenomes in the hands of

“are formidably united.
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and indifferent, their bodies have been it the dis-

a.government, which their characters could not
supply ; and hence the strength of an absolute,

has'been _counterpoised by the spirit and energy"
~of afree constitution ; but by .inviting a highly

cmhzed people to reason, and cheating -them:
with fallacious ‘premises, both these advantages

tal force is monstrous]y assoc1ated Wlth the:
powers of a rational agent, SRR

- Butin Amenca, the government, if it could be
supposed to feel the wish, has not the power;
so:- to influence popular opinmion. ‘The grounds

~ of every public measure, more especially a mea-

sure. so. awfully serious as war, must be fairly
known, and freely canvassed by the people.
‘They will hear, and examine, the reasons which,
demonstrate the commerce in question to be an-
invasion of the rights, and dangerous to ‘the
securxty of England ; and if, unlike theCarthage«
nians, they feel no wish to suceour their parént
country, when: fig ghting for her liberty and her
emstence, they will at least desist from' wrongsy.

which augment her dangers, ands frustrate her

defenswe efforts. - : :
On the probab]e feelmgs and conduct of the

&frJ;eutra] courts in hurope, I forbear to hazard

-but popular opmlon y

The public, in this. un="
' natura} state, becomes a centaur, in which bfie
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so.confident an opinion. -While I write, every.

~wind . wafts over from the continent rumours

of new wars, new alliances, new declarations of

‘neutrality, and new . breaches of ‘those declara-

tions ; so that. it is impossible for ‘any private
Judgment to foresee, whether any, and what

~ European powers will sustain the neutral cha-

racter, when these. sheets issue from the press.
Beyond doubt; the accession of new. partles

| -to the war, will materlally affect the tone of neus
- tral pretensmns on this side of the -Atlantic;. and;

I trust; not unfavourably to the true principles
of the maritime code. . The - generous. and. mag:
namxmous policy of our allies, will induce them'
to. Bespect the rights of neutral nations ; but they
can have no wish to favour abuses which tend
to feed the revenues of I‘rance, and to defeat the
best efforts in offensive war, that can be con-
tnbuted on the patt, of Great Brlta,ln Tt s
their part, chleﬁy to oppose the armies of the

common.’ enemy - in. the field it is: ours, to di-

minish. greatly the . resounces by which those
armies are maintained, and. to- make the. French -
peeple teel, in their commerce, the evils of ‘war,
in: spite of their lying gazettes; but to counte-
nance the present encroachments of the newtral
powers, would: be to forbid that essential assist:
ance;andto-render our agtWe co-operatlonfeeble,: |
if nnt absolutely useless. . gl il
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AGIN Europe, hoWever, and i »‘Ai’r‘ie"ﬁéég
we have stillistronger: grounds lof hope, that'our
yejust rights; if’ firmly: asserted, will'not be resisted
at the cost of a warsforthe: plaitinterestof the
; heutral poWers themselves, WIH mchne them to
:Nhn oPpOsxte ‘course. " vl e Sudlloane i

;'*new commerce, by Wthh our’ enemleSAproﬁt
250 Jargely .0 A few merchants, ‘ors pletended
- merchants, ‘are ‘enriched by:it, ‘chiefly through

{will; with:the -common:fate of: opulence ssud-
3 den]y dnd ‘unjustly - acquired; rspeedily2vanish
g,:away, without Ieavmg any lasting-effection the

- éommerce of their: ‘country, rexcept ‘the: taintiof

vtheir lmmoral practlces, and ‘theirexotic’ ’luxur.y ,

N ey

s ofmanners.; Pl i B 2UIDDGE

~+In:North Amerrca espemally, su(:h erl befthe -

eertain result. A great many of sher' most’ €mi-
iqent neutralizers, and” West-.Indla ‘merchaits; are

- mativesy either of the belligerent-countrieswhich

othey:trade ‘with, ‘orof ‘other: parts ‘of Europs ;

wandiiwhen .the ‘business of the "théf is“finished,
- theywill 'not: stay to contend, in the: permanent :

comiierce of America, with her frugal andiin-

B ’dUStI'lOUS citizens ;- .but return to ‘more: COngenLal,

PN

>regions;’ with-the fortunes they have rapidlyae-
‘E¥en with the native: ‘Americansithem- ‘
selves, the effect of wealth forced in:this: com-

1

o guired s

mercial hotbed, will be a strong disposition to

i3 What cafter: alI, is to them the vahIe oft thls

.:f?;:fraudulent,means,,but.then‘ ill-gotten iwvealth,

mrgrate, when peace puts an end to their trade« |
foritisnot teo be dissembledy that.this new. ¢oun-
~try has not such attractions.as Europe;- for mer-
chants who have grown euddenly nch in 1t by
-.means’ of exterior connections. PR

. Far: superlor in: every countryy. but especmlly

in one that is newly and imperfectly. settled,
sty the value ‘of that commerce which-is the
gnatural growth -of the . place, ‘which - feeds on, \
' OF sustams, 1ts manufdctures, 1ts agrlculture, and
:the ;industry’ of its people, and is therefore per-
_manently. aﬁixed as it were, to the soil 5 to- that
‘of:a commerce temporary and extraneous, which
s prosecuted to and from a foreign land, and has
’--no connexion Wlth the country of the- merchant,
* but that of mere passage andsale. Yet, in' the

eutral Countrles, the former and more estimable

| spec1es of commerce, is impeded in its growth,
-and even reduced in its extent, by the artificial
.increase of the latter. That which may be called
~ the, native commerce of the country,  is kept
~.down and drscouraged by the dlversmn of ca-
pitals, * the increase, of freight and wages, the
iadvanced pnce of warehouse -room, and: inland
‘ fcarrlage, and of the other various expences: at-
. tendant on the 1mportat10n or exportatxon of
goods, all which are necessary effects of a great
- and: sudden increase of mercantile operanons at
a; neutral port throu«rh 1ts trade Wlth belhgerent

countrles SIS R AR AL
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~Besides, it Unavmdably happem, that tthe
frauds Whrch dre committed-in the new branches
of - c0mmerce opened with belhgerents, fall -
sometunes heavﬂy, it thelr effects, o thé: honest
part of the mercantlle body in the neutral coun-

. tachf d to thelr ﬂacrs, and to therr commerCIal de- '

cuments, and the pubhc testlmomals they carry.. .

_port and perhaps ofi exammatlon, discharged.

y have sustamed considerable loss by dé-.
.tentron -and' whit is to be done? I a captor.
to be pumshed for suspectmg the truth of docii~

~ments, which,’ in ‘a-’great maJorlty of similar
cases;

to. pay costs and damages 1n such caSes 1t Wonld

capt_“re i held Justlﬁable, a falr trader smarts i
__for}the sms of hxs countrymen—-—-the 1ate of ln-:

| made of thelr ﬂag, ds free]y asA they dare.

1 _hey are cohsequent]y selzed brought mte Afmerce must be pecuharly 1mpoht1ct

, are notonously false ? Tt would be hke ~_
~p' mshmg an otﬁcer for taklng up on suspicion
AR | .onest man, but a straﬂger to hlm ‘whorh he -
found in. compahy with felons, Were captors,

195
evdsi

and m f“'mur at the nnproper use that is

. ’ i

4a0r1culture, the encouxaoement of a 'lempora"y

_ carrymg ttade, at the eXpence of her natlve com-

'~ \
.ct}._ &

It 1s, as If

-

unengaged*}
m the new found colomal commerce, Wou]d-
":be very sorry to see’ it restramed g much Tess
that'they would tenacrous]y defend it, at the costf‘
of 4n - ev11 so destructive to thelr growmg pros-f
perlty asa war’ with Great Brltam. o
“Let it be con51de1ed that the trade in ques- ‘
tron 1s but &, part of that new and lucratxve

would ) _"fhlch they hold by}:rx‘c) other te-
:-nure than the neutrahty of theu ﬂag

B i e
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Y a0ere

trade 3 I have malntalﬁed"mdeed ’*’o htito.
mterdlct 1t Wrthout‘ résafy Ve "‘oh?t‘}ie assu ;ptron

- that it was Wholly E\IS'r'o(hxbite‘d g)

¥ e

(FRES,

‘ j_'tlme of peace a)prdposrtlon generally true ¥
thch rs hable to“ 'm exceptron, that

\'
.

i por"
rvt Tiov

i )‘Uf Eu FRE S
exportation of ?ertaln specrﬁe cles!
: IS F3YTY 3 ”

ior‘erfrrl ﬁag, 'Were allowed, before‘"the Lommence
vment or contemplatlon of thelast war Amerlcahs,

2 ’ 7( % ir 5
; ld 1rnport‘ thelr natlve prov1srons and' ; mber

ceptlon to the rule :of the war’ 17 56 l's,éperhaps,

have h-

| | 1ndrgo, and

"rthe <prw11eg,esncnjoyed by Amerrcans at some of

jthose ;ports,} _tlmo of peace, ' Nay, We mlght
perh,aps, allow

].urse ‘of ‘the same spe-

;_1lar restrxotlons, wrth the

By such conc ! is.
rrghts Would be namowed and the hostlle colo-
| mes, m some measme,reheved from the pressur\e :

R our: hostlhtles under the neutral ﬁags,'th‘: greater
v :_,p‘qr; : f the ' v1]s Wthh I have nottced Would b_e ,
rem A§d1ed and the farmers of Amerlca, havmg -
the ; ame: 1marktets for thelr produce, as under the
presenthcentrous system, would all ﬁnd thexrm-

terests on.the side of concrhatlon and peace.

iray

e df permltted to_retain su(,h a portlon of the

e gy e~ i

detnanded b)’ ?._‘the, prlnmple of thht rule_ and it ~rade in question; together Wlth all the rest of

‘ “such. existing commerce,. as 1s, the fatr frurt ot
- fheir ; neutrahty in.every . quarter of the globe,
~what motive t:ould these nations, ﬁnd for assertrng
therr, further, and unjust pretensmns, by arms?
To« SUppose that commermal nterest, \Wo‘u‘ld ex-
c1te them to do 50, is to suppose, <that ,\for the

A v“\,

iy l sake of.a part they Would Wllfully sacrlﬁc,_ the

e gt

,,,,,,

,3,,15‘%2“)"\?‘7‘7“11 ,_th‘e, neutr’al powers, go consrdera‘b]yf

!

2l el JRAYCERERS by SO

I 91-”3 Ee,f : Vf’e ' ‘ghta perhaps lWlthOUt any very v The neutrahzmg aorents them eLw ,(W_p%l?l}(}‘ ?b
i il o . . ' AL L
sertous«mlsc £, extend to all the: ports of’ the he:;ﬁpstitto shrink from. a de qrtrquuerrﬁel;f-e

French co‘lomeS, and”' to ‘evex‘;y-neutral znatron; , | - L hey uvould'clamgour, rvhlle the)@,h ped to pre-




of’ natronal prudence. :

}’1 '9 3

_ ttainal ‘lthe'yrwoud‘heﬁcome Inste
stlclders for ?war, the s‘t'hhéhest advvocates for
peace.% T hey VVlll ’not be 50 751mple as"to ruin
-their o‘”vvn busmess by exchanomg the neutral
for the’ bellmerent charaeter, P :
I:’rely not however, on these men, but on he;
equity’ and oood sense of then countryrnen at..
large, whé Know hoW to- dlstmuuloh}h Fween the‘__k

-selfish clam'ours of 1nd1v1duals and. the dictates..

Zs 3

%

ln*?r”of"' peace ; and the VVISG government of ‘that
country has she._ 'niltself in- ‘this and all other .
- points, lin- unison” with the sense of the people
They will not, therefore suffer thelr passron to
“be “inflamed by groundlees suggestlons and
plhnge lnto ‘a war, agamst the clearest dlctates

both of pohcy and Justlce. S e

- b e —— e —— . |0
Fooed T TR O R AR R .

prepared for every posmble consequence,
change of system L'will, in the. last place, sups
pose, that the only alternatlve to the sacrlﬁce of
i hts, isa quar1e1 Wlth the_l neutral

our\mantlme
powets“

. P P
X SO R T z M N U 4
gaT - = CE N R SR 4

,}3 MO \ ’.)l.ﬁ( ST UG M -

Our brethren of Ame-ﬁ.;_ '

. -

«that We must before the clOse of 1t looe our n

rvthe expence of neutrahzatron is daxly diminish:
.fmg in’ France, Holland and Spam. Competltlon,

z "i"tfx‘é}'

LU \‘

CIF s, “the Cmestlon is, w ' 0, % JAQS% two
~:.,I":~';l'k’=." eyl (el _} SR SRRNSS IO MY ST Ve .,‘:".,k! .
great ‘evils'is 1l Worsf ; and I hesitate ot | td

b issy oot P RE SES T
~answer,“ all COITlpa_llSOH, the fOI‘me Ty

i

he arms";of the powers now neutx al added

Ty

those of - the pxesent confederate s | 1f $0 mon-f. :

strotis acoalrtlon could be 1mag1ned Would add
sometmng, no’ doubt to our 1mmed1ate dan-i
gers; but acqmesc:ence m‘t he . present abuses,
miist,” unless the power of Trance be broken;,
‘on the contlner‘t ultunately 1nsure our ruln,,
Looklng forwarc, as we are bound in pru,;_,,
dence to do, to a long protracted Wa.r, it is .des,
monstrable, from the premlses I have shewn,

val superrority, lf the enemy is allowed to retam,
and’ still contmue to tmpl‘ove, hlS present oppres-.»i
$lve”advantages.“ R : T
‘While he is prepa1 mg the means of actlve ma- .
rrtlme enterprlzes, We are reduced at sea, as Well
as ‘on shore, to a mere defensrve War. Whlle our..
colomes, and our colomal commerce, are labour-
mg under great and lncreasmcr burthens, those

—of the enemy, compa atlvely unencumbeied are

thnvxng at their expence Whlle frerght . wart,
,dutres, andi 1nsurance, are advancmw in England

and’the" safety of neutral carrxage,_are reducma o '\
1t every day Mean nme, the hostrle ‘Davies ary

T Tt~
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day of advantageous trxal 3 whtle our own is sus-
‘taining afl"the most faborious diitiés S i, With
" “scarcely anjof it :

| seamen," also are deballé 8& i‘h o elgn employ,
“to Carry On the trade .of our enemles.. In what
mus‘t this progress end?

e But our trade, ‘would be materlally m)ured
« by a war w1th the neutral powe1 A (3 Would

)7&\

probably, be so m some degree 5 at least in the

.......

t“,i‘n’rimg' ,»nor am I 1nsens1b]e ofﬂ the great 1m~_

“p rtance of such an 1nconven1ence, 1n 3 view to

' (:-'- 1”1:«};“

sacrlﬁce our marmme rlghts, for the sake’ of ou17

f:custom-house entrles, would be like keeplng 'up_

: the pulse of a hectlc pat1ent at the expence ot

c”an alone Iead to a cure. B ,
VIV ¥t L7 ¢ e

| Our,two great’ rtval statesmen, thouqh"th ir
VleWS unhapplly do not ‘often” céinc1de!""have

'S!!

“agreed 1 in declarmg our unexhausted means”of |

fo

'ﬁnance to ‘be still coplou B and the opmion‘ls
hlghly consohng " But, if we dare not assert our

fies, i Q{afy -
essenttal marltlme rxghts, for fear of reducmg
iiaien PyLife St hrir 150

‘our exports, they are both greatl mlstaken.

T dag

)(llf )ia?re already at the end of our resoutees. It
s xdle 10 Says ithat we are stxll able to. carry on the

War, if we cannot Larry 1t on thhout renounc-'

N

the supplylng_iof cipamshu

vbe to rais the’ ’prlce%upon the er emy,

hlrn to Lont

*»%?rt 20800 i DOIE 0218 NNASY
qowegvel\% R \a‘t an; ?{ ‘gte:wt cummu~

v

‘tlon 01 our trade, would result from the <up
: posed quarrel, Is not better founded than the fear

z‘ \& BEL

1€ quarrel Lttsejlf
Is it ast{ed - wh

4 r»rvc\

A

o‘\'Wouldi afternfards

Jhly

. In the fast war nothi
rlthh bottoms "zeven Wl

Ilger‘ent”partles f;for the act but that the ﬁeld of

BRI

commerce s, preoccupled andr_/the markets

llvered; from the unnatUral and _rumous eotn“pe’~
tltxon, of 1ts present pr1v1leoed enemtes

n thelr cargoes ;
; )J ») %‘\

7 un,.-“ B : ,_»‘H:“
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dr@erence wou}l’d go rnto the purses of : your sea-
men, :I‘he prrze ‘goods’ thermselves, Would fid
the r

vyay from yo ur eolonré fmto the hOStlle ter‘
ntones. . ' o N
But I do not aﬁ-lrm, that 1t'lwould be’ necessary
_or proper . in the case supposed absolutely, and
u “tversally, to refuse protectton ‘to British'mer-
- chandize, when passmg to the enemy, or colonial
_' produce recelved in exchange for it, in’ Brltlsh
_preven in hostxle, bottoms. o _ Pl
: At present, the royal prerogattve‘of suspendmg
, th‘ .rxghts of war, m favour of partt'cular branches
‘_com erce or partrcular merchants, is' very 13-
::I;Iberally exercised. Papal drspensattons, were not
g rnore easﬂy obtatned in the days of Luther, than -
dtspensatlons from the law of War, now are frorn
. his majesty s government but Tet it be remem—
: bered that when the Pope thus relaxed the andiént
. war of the church agamst sm, he shook hrs ow su-
premacy 5 and these salt—water 1ndul<fences ,ténd
perhaps to produce a srmllar etFect on’
. fime. greatness of England I am f'ar from :
. the exercise of thls Wholesome prerogattve,
moderate deorree, and upon Well ‘investi ated
grounds, as for, 1n8tance, when it enabled our
merchants to 1mport corn,durrng a scarcrty:(ﬁ’om

Y /l;\l'

Holland bet When tt is. nsed for the mEre con—-
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Ao O fry maoany
And o ALIC RS

‘;ﬁjmsy e,z: parte su

new sand dangerous' mroad on that’ great m‘ ri-
| ehloves us s0, fnuﬂ 'h"

tlsh subjects atr_ade nnth the enerny, from Whleh =
. Wwe claim a rlgh to e*{elude neutral nattons,
should those natlons attempt to compel a surren?

;_:-,der of that 1mportant rlght by cuttmg off Our

commerce, the remedy would be consistent’ ‘and
:JUSt

The drstress of the hostlle ‘colonies w ‘ould

~.s6on present mo:,t temptmcr markets for our mer-
,,_:{,_chandtee_k ,—-—the demand also would be great in
d States 3 and Amerlca Would be una~

AEFAT:

own 1ll guarded coast as Well as to the ports> of
éur ‘present enemles. If the strlct revenue ]aws

e RN T e RS A




1%%’58{{%5_(‘3}'\}1-&611113‘: and, feeble imarine, . torestram ‘

ts, merchants, from similar, practices,, ;.. i ng
jShoul}d) itobe found n CCeSRALY: in, xthe case sup-
p osed, toi{llcense ANy COmmerce; of“thls kind,
whether in Brxtlsh orgforemn, bottoms,rwe mlght,
as. tar as, respects the trade of therhostlle .colo-.
nlges,"have the beneﬁt,wlthout the, dtsad‘f,anta
of, the present traffic, Not.a hogshead of sucrar,
in, qhe case. supposed oufrht to e protected from;
the hostlle West Indles
'Brltlsh market tbere to. be; taxed in such a: de-
gree as, would preclude the present supeuor,rty of

'ers., Nelther ought a. slngle artlcle, to be carrted

by hcence to those . co]omes that can -serve . ta’

extend thelr eXIStmg scale. of cultlvatlon byl o
protest, in_every event on behalf of the

Brrtrsh planter, agalnst the further settlement;

Of Cuba, by a relaxatlon in, any mode, of the:
rulee of marltlme war,
the produce of that vast Jsland ‘was,at least dou-
' bled and 1 1f the present system contlnues, it will

soon be doubled again, to the destructron of, our:
QwWn,. sugar colonles 3. for the consumptlon ,of

f(s B

"gest Indla produce n Europe, has natural llmxtsg ,,: ’
and, the J amaica Assembly has satlsfactortly shewn;
t[hat those Ixmlts are scarcely now. w1de enough :

te rg celvye“t‘l,l‘es actual supply, at. such prlces as,

A2

'the British planter can possxbly afford to accept.

N s \'1
,fﬁofnn gy s \A.!,.lz N FA My Lan

- except in its way;to the.

Durlng the . last: v&ar,>

- miight have'fo ‘explore’ in‘qu
- apply equally to° ‘Europe: -

Dy

The"same observatlons wach Thav "%ﬁ'ered

as to the new?‘channéls of commerce, “which'w
transatlantrc trade,

Besxdés, }there Woul

here, ‘still/remain frtendly terrltory on the: donti?

nent; thé" ports of our co-belhgerents ‘and even:

marltlme powers neutral 1n -relatlon t"o the

1t *We‘uld InJUre herself alone _

After all, what' am I endeavourmg to comba
The ’I]Oflon3 ‘that m"anufactures in demand all'ovér
the globe, for thexr superlorlty m quahty, in cheap-

TiEss, and €ven in-the case ‘'supposed,’ for safety

'in marmme carriage; ¢an be eﬁ'ectually exclud'fd

: mercml smence

from ‘the “commereial “countries ‘in which’ they

are“at ‘presént consumed‘—-—l mxght have mox"'e’ ‘

brleﬂy appealed to ‘the first prmcxples of com-

the'fact, that in the utmost’ latitude’ glven it neu’
tralj® COmmerce in the colomes of Spain, th

s an ‘express‘and anxious exception 6f antsfl{

mérchandize; which' was ‘wholly wit ol Effedt

SETATD N ;‘M\'gh ‘v;’!_t,;.‘. R I A il 18} tl"’li"t '”i

* Case 0% the Vera Cl uz and the Emeha.

¥

I mlght have appealed ev 'n' :

.present war, “T mroht fu1ther support myself by |
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»But thermtellm‘ent reader

e ‘f\,’:; J(
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dlspense WIth all

'and your commerce Wlll take care of 1tseli_
"Were it not necessary to hasten to acoﬁcl ,
I mmht shew, that the commerce of the country,
s much ‘more_endangered by the ex1stence of
the present. a,buses, than it could posmbly be!_,b*y
any effects of their cor*‘cctlon The casé of our ¢o-
‘lonial trade, has been the only cornmercml ewl
~which I have dlstnnctly oonsldered but that of
- the merchants trading Wlth Germany and Flam»
ders mlght afford another strlkmg mstance of
the mlschlefs of a hcentlous neutrahty it has
been lately stated to the pubhc, in a compen-
: d1ous, but formble manner, on the part of the
' suﬁl’enng merchants, and apparently by one of
'tl‘;eirbody T T O L g e i
& It rmy be rxght to notlce another alarm,

":‘ £ 1>\‘xl G

¥ See some essays in the Tlmes, in September la;st

—~—
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HER%

w1th the Umted States. . Amenca, it has been
saxd, is mlmh 1ndebted to ou

..... , 5
ur mcrcllants’ LR

she w1ll conﬁscate thelr property" . Ameflca,
:I answer, lS' too {v‘ls and I bel:eve, alsd too

‘ heW of ”reason, that she had been unfalrly sur-
'] prlsed by an order to capturc her Vessels, Wlﬂ’l- '
:;youi prev1ous notlce or complamt but no room,
.of course, will be gwen for such a charge at thlS‘ |
,"m’e, should our government Wlsely resolve to-
“assert our belllgerent rzghts  If the cmzens of
tlze United State ‘can posmbly be persuaded ‘to
thlmc:, that We are bound to submlt to the rumous '

el*‘fects of that assxstance to our enemles, .wfl h

k.58 Let it; ‘ot be supposed however, that there4 18 any
shadow of ground for the complaints now: makmg of , want

. u,ofw notice, respecting the collusive double voyages : the Judg-

A 'ments in the cases of the Essex, the Enoeh and Roneua

Were founded off a rule already known in’ Amerma & land

Whl.Ch the clalmants were fraudulently*attemptmg; to elud o8

’I’
als REENG s SRR I S LS 2 ArToR oo
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they chuse-to:call: fiettral ‘commerce; at feast if
will be fe]t thatour-resistance: isno act of wantori
'enmxfy, “much less ai provocatlon to miore than,
legltlmate war. e i

The,re is;ithowever;: another securlty agamst‘
~such; an” mjurious . and disgraceful “act .on ‘the

part: of America ; ‘of rather against any ~quarrel
”whatever»wnh that power at’ the- present ‘Con=
~ jurcture: The,;property‘ under the American

flag, which:'would.: be now exposed to out hos=

tilities in::évery -part of the world, is; immense.

- In 1794, the merchants of the United Statés were

few and ‘poor;:now, they are many -and -rich:
‘then, the- collective value of their:: propertyat
“sea,” might-be very: small ih compatison with

what they owed. to our merchants ;- at:this time;

after the large deductions that ought to-be-made -

- fot property which is but nominally their own, the
~former, must bear a. largef proportion of the latter.
‘But America,'though rich in commetce, is not
so.in revenue ; and were her. trade destroyed: by
the ;effects of a rupture with this. ‘country, a

- great burthen of war taxes must be immediately.

1mposed on the landholders 5. who have.no debts

to. Enghsh merchants to retain ; ~who, as I have

,,,,,

shewn;,- would have no interest in the war. 30 !and a
~who are. nelther very able; nor Very Well dxsposed;

’to submlt to.d, heavy taxatlon SSIPYPS ST
Tho.se, in . short, who. sUppose | that Amerxca

209

‘WOuld bexeasdy now-brought.to engage in‘a war |

with any: great maritime power:of Buropes know
little of :the commerce,\ ‘and less of ithe mterlor-
state of that country. | e ogmpnttend

~Suchare myreasonsfor: behevmg, that a quarrel ',

W_lth the' neutral powers, ‘would not be the ptice
of asserting our maritime rights in respect ‘ofithe
colenial ‘trade; and for concluding that.suchia
quarre], 1f certam, would bea less formidable
evil] than those to which we at:jpresent submit.

.:Should any readerbe disposed to dissent frotn
b"oth" these’ propositions ; he will;; ‘perhaps; sub*

senbe tora third—It would be: better; by an exs
v ?rebs and entire: surrender of that ancient mari:

time system ‘on: whichall: our o'reatness has

,‘been founded, "to' put ourselves on a par with

the--enemy, ‘as to :the advantages and disadvan-

tages of neutral commerce ; than continue-to. sub?
mit ito. these rmnous 1nnovat1@ns, of Wthh all"
the benefitis his, and all the evil our own.

i Let us subscribe at once to the: extravagant‘

doetrines of Schlegel, orto those of Buonaparte -
- himgelf 5

“let us- admit the old pretension of
¢4 free ships free goods, ‘and'that’ the sexzmg heos-
tile: propexty under a neutral flag, is pirdeyy: or'mak
fitime * despotxsm-——then following - the-exam
}Me ©of out énemies, let us suspend’ our’ naviga:

tion laws, that we also inay have the Betiefit of . |
peutral eamave 1 all the branches of - our’ trade '

B E

Y -
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~—Tlet brooms be put at the mast-heads of all our

merchantmen, and therr seamen be sent to the

ﬁeets EOAI - .
By no, means short of these, can We be dehver—
ed Arom the rumous 1nequaht1es under Wthh we
~at present labour ; and . these, a]arrnmg though
thelr novel aspect may be, Would 1n truth be
less evﬂs, than those Whrch the present system, lf

Jure, on both sxdes the rrght of capturlng the
merchant shlps or prlvate effects of an enemy
. -———1n other Words, to 1econc116, as some vrslona-
_ries have proposed, a naval war wrth a commer—
. c1al peace.
dlsmlssed by both partles 5 and Would perhaps,
_in the next war, be content to gather up, the
. chief part of the spoils of the weaker be]lmerent
Wrthout wranghng, as now, for the whole.
y But the French government is, probably, too
:.' conscrous of its present advantages, to concur in
N thls arrangement nor would it, I verily beheve,
consent to respect British property when passmg
- under the neutral ﬂag, if we were: dlsposed to an

AP W)

;_ equal forbearance _ : B .
Ern What then remams to be done?'--- to make
peace Wlth Buonaparte A

Our neutral frlends mxght then be'

v

| make peace

it

s the utter 1mpract1cab1hty of suck’ an ex-

,pedlent"}that gives 'to my subject. its most anxi--
His power and hls B

: V'prlde may possrbly be’ broken by a new ‘war on
'”the continent, ot new. revolutlons may ‘déliver
but if not, we aré on]y‘ ,

ous and awful lmportance.

France from his yoke
at the commencement of “a wary Wthh our long-

COntmued marltlme efforts alone can: bruw to a.

safe, ‘much’ Tess'a prosperous close..” You may
make’ treatzes wrth Buonaparte, but you cannot

“He may sheath-the sword, but the .

ohve-branch is notin his power. Austrra may have .-

peace with’ France, Russia may have peace with:

" France, but Great Britain can have no real peace:

‘with that' power, while the present, or any other -

mlhtary usurper, brandlshes ‘the . iron * sceptre.
he has formed and is'ina condltlon to hope for
our ruin. Lo T

“Am1 asked What i the 1nsUperable obstacle 3

I answer, the Brltlsh constitution. T can repeat, |
" 6x‘ ammo, with the church, ‘that we ‘are fighting.
for I beheve that

‘< for our liberty and our laws,”

thelr surrender alone could obtam more than a

nommal peace

France, under her ancrent monarchy, could’ -

look across ‘the strewhts of Dover without envy

rivetted by the gentle: hand of tnng:, ‘and hallow-:

. or drscontent 3. for her golden charns, burnished
‘as they were by the splendour of | genume royalty, -
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ed :by a reverence for- ancient hereditary -right,
‘were 'worn with:pride; rather.than humiliation or- :
' tdiSIike.’;ff’ The throne stood upon foundations too. . -
“strong; ae'its’fpossé'ésors'fuliy'thought, to be ‘en-. -

- dangered by the: examplc, or by thc ;ontaglous

sentiment of freedom. SITENRRE ST *
~ But can: the: new dynasty: entertam a slmlla;s;};
“confidence ? —Let ' Buonaparte’s gonduct and. -

-

language attest that he at least, is. not'so slmple.:j

During that brief term:of pretended peace, 'ta,.,
~which he- reiuetantly ‘submitted, what was. his..,
'erflpioymeht “out of. France, as well:-as-within, .-
~ that country, but the subversion of every thing:. -
~which approached the nature;: or bore:the. name,

of freedom ? In his treatment of the little states!

aroundhim, he was even ostentatious of his‘cons: . -
tempt of -the eivil: liberty they enjoyed-or affects -
ed rand he does ndt"s'cru"ple now. to avowyinithes
faceof Europe “the very: principle T am ascrib-
ing to him, though in different language, in: his:
apology for his treatmenit of Genoa and ‘the Itad
(hm repubhc. R o FIT

I‘nghsh liberty was happxly beyond his' reach

and it was: necessary to temporize, while a cone.
l'test’*thh the hegroes suspended . those: preparaui.z;: v
tlon¥fora new war, which he wouldsoon-have: .
the western world, andin Indla, ‘but

-made 11

~ his’ gazettes ‘exhibited: incessantly, .not only:his: -

hoet;le mingd; < but the true cause:of its hostility. -

218

Our. ﬁeedom, ,espemally the freedom .of. 01,1;;.4

press,: was ‘the subject- of- bitter invective.: By

pohtxcal hmts, ‘lectures;!; sand addresses, he las -
‘beured incessantly'to.‘convinge - ernqhmcn,_thet =
there: is- ‘no. possible . medium: in.society .be- . .
tween anarchy and . his own .military despos -
tismj but; as-the known. case - of i England
‘waéan unlucky knot in thls theory, which he
could “ not - 1mmedlate‘y cut asunder with - hlS -
sword,: ‘his* next, and- anxious purpose; was to:
confound  our freedom with licentiousness, - to,
rendef it odious, and to hint, as he broadly did,

that it is incompatible Wlth the common peace

 and security of Europe. . R o
- Had he not even the audamty to remonstrate

to his Majesty s government against the freedom -

of our newspapers, and to demand that our

press should be restrained ? But we: cannot be .
surprlsed at . thls-——Darkness, as well as chains,
|18 necessary for hlS system 3 and while 1t 15 110'ht o
Cat Dover, he: knows it cannot. be qulte dark atv: -

Calals

e .

The enmlty of thls usurper, then, is rooted in
~a cause which, I trust, will ‘never be. 1emoved

unless by the ruin of . his power He says, ¢ there -
is room enough in the world both for himself’ andi o
us.’ ’Tls false—-—-there is not room- enough in. .-
it, for ‘his own' despotlsm and the liberties of Eng-,— -
]aﬂd ~“He will cant however, and even’ treat, -
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ﬁerhaps, in: order to regaln the opporthmty
which he threw awqy by his folly and gmlt at St.
Dommgo, and ‘his* splenetxc temper at Parrs —

He would make peace, 1 doubt not anew, that
he: mlcrht recover the means: of preparmg better”
for war; but would ' be: 1mpat1ent and’ alalmed g

tillhe could ‘again place the fence of natlonal en=

mlty,between the people of England and I‘ra”ce ,

These prospects, I admlt are’ cheerless

let us niot make- them qulte desPelate, by surren-“ -’
deunsr our natural arms. fhere are con_]unctures :

in Wthh

“ Feal, admltted mto pubhc counc1ls, :
« Betrays hke treason > v

| ---But the rems are 1n no. tumd hands, and

Vafter all unless we mean to ‘abandon all that re-
mams yet unsurrendered of our- mantlme 11ghts, .

peace is more llkely to be mamtamed Wlth the
neutral powers, by a firm than a pusrllanlmous
conduct for experlence has shewn that they will
not be content, while any res)mctlon whatever
“temains on  their intercourse with the enemy,
Wthh fr aud cannot wholly elude.

To conclude.-——~A temperate assemon of the
true pr1n01ples of the law of war in legard to

nentral ‘commerce, seems, as far as. human fore~

sight .. -Can. npenetrate, essentral to our pubhc
safety |

215

1n Hrm, at ‘whose command 3 natlons and
‘f emplres rise and fall, fourish and decay,” let
s« our humble conﬁdence be placed ~and” may_

'We be convinged, that to- obey his- rxghteous '

laws, 1s the soundest pohtlcal wlsdom, the best_ ’
provxslon we' can make for our natlonal safety, at :

‘thls momentous perlocl

But, if he Wllls the end “he wills also the ade-
quate means—-——Let us not, therefore, abandon
the best means of defence he has gwen let us
cherlsh OUR VOLUNTEERS, OUR I\AVY, mm
MARITIMh RIGHTS,

FINISy .

4

- .. C. WHITTINGHAM, ¥Printer, Dean Street, Fetter Lane. o
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