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"PREFAGE.

~THE fo\llowing‘ pages contain a plain and faithful, -though |
-a very concise abridgment of the important body of Evidence' 5
now before ' the House of Commom, agamst ‘the Orders in ¥
Council. The original consists of 480 folio pages, and con— Lo
tains -the examination’ of 82 Witnesses. ' A number of qués-
tions .were unavoidably put-to these witnesses, which had no
tendency to illustrate ‘the subf)ect and could, at the best, only ,
lead them ' into matter of argument ‘or oplmon. Ttis the ob- j
_]ect of this. qbrldgment to exhibit -the matters of fact detailed - : |
in this Iong and painful i mquxry e

LR Y CAF el S L

With réspect to the arrangement, all the pains have nof -
been taken, which a greater  command of time might have
‘ ‘ afforded the means of bestowing; and in order to render 1t
T BRI SRR Tl S : complete, much repetition would have been unavoxdab]e, as -
3 o ' ‘ : the various heads of the inquiry were in ‘many partlculars
necessarlly connected together. - But a few words ma) suf
fice to shew the reader the plan here pm sued

_ L The inquiry commenced with a very extensive -proof of

4 \ - T L ‘ the present unexampled distresses in the various” manufac-.
o ‘ o ' o : turing districts.” The state of ‘the manufactures accordmgly :

forms the first branch of the evidence; this is detailed i in suc-

cession,’ not in the very order in whlch the Wltnesses were

I UL AT ’ . Acalled or the dlﬂ'erent kinds of manufactures wére hken bat

i {% in a somewhat more convenient form, The manuchtmes of -

P’ o Birmingham, and the neighbouring districts come first, then

‘IJ . those of Sheﬂield which ‘completes the evidence 1elatmg to
: {li | a®

e
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(iv )
the great staple of Hardware; next follow the Potteries of
Staffordshire, and then the Woollen and Cotton Trades in

Yorkshire and Lancashue, comprehendmg Leeds, Rawden, .
k'f'Wakeﬁeld Halifax; ‘Dewsbury, -Saddleworth, - Rochdale,
Bury, Manchester, Stockport, and Bolton.. The Carpet
. Trade of Klddeumnster, the Stocking Trade of Lieicester and

Hmckley, and the Waorsted Trade of Warwick come next,

-then the Glass.Trade; :the Salt Trade’ of: Cheshn e, - the Linen

Trade-of Scotland, :the Cloth Manufacture of the West of
England randa lastly, the Spltal Tiélds: Trade. :

~.} x»,!au-;..) ;;,;ffj».‘ P ‘ i~. . SaTadrir
Under each head the Wltnesses are. arranged. in the order:
Qf ,their  importance - to’ the. proof:: derived:from:. their depo-

sitious;; .and ; each : st,ate_ment, - given . as ! much as possiblé’in.
vthe very. ;jwords ; of : the -witness, .is ‘authenticated: by a:refe~
" rence to the. Mmutes prmted by the House of Commons S

»~:.=,5,x !j, -‘ TR

The - pomts proved by thls branch of the ev1dence are,

chiefly. the,. distressed state.of - the Manufacturers;;: -botk NIas- '

ters.and 'Workmen ; . thedconnexmn .of. this 'with the’loss of
the American, Market ; the depression.of .the [Home Markst
fnom that circumstance,-and the want of other.ivents to: supply
these. deﬁ(neumes. It is-also. shewn, ithat whatever: the:ene~

my’s 1 measures may.have done to cramp; our;: Manufactures, by
closmg the Continent. to. them, the.Orders in Council have:

not relieved us, as was predicted -and expected; and: that vast
ordels for goods to Amerlca are mow. in hand w1th mstruc-

1emoved T hese .are. the pomts pr1nc1pally mtended to ‘be

est'lbhshed by, the first .and 'chief :branch::ofi the: evxdence,
But it necessarily mvolves also, many , of : thé: pxoofsx that ‘e«
long to.the. mercantlle palt of the questlon, such:as the state

+ 'y < REES LIS R TR Py
The next genexal hewd is: that- of Commerce..r

Y3

1 'so far

(V)

las thls is: not handled under the ﬁrst dmsxon, it'iis. here de- .
talled by evidence of the state of Liverpool and. London, and

of the. Merchants carrying on the American and . Continental

Tradé. The-. ;attempts to - find substltutes for:'the Amencan )
“market .in - South .and North :Ameica; ‘and" elsewhere, are

fully explamed in the ﬁnst lelsmn. e SRR

,,,,, B AATIEIS EIS R I
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The ev1dence touchmg the Ameucan Manufactures,gn so'

fan as it. does.not come. under .the: ﬁrst head, 1s reserved. for a

separate- division, .which - closes: thls abstract. .. It’ clearly. ap |

pears, that those: manufactures have been. greatly promoted by,
the interruption of ‘intercourse = with : this country, and that

_ unless, that intercourse. be speedlly restored the Umted States
" willibe, able to. manufacture for their: own: consumptmn. FIRERY

" There will be an abstract of the evidence on the other Side

~of the question prepared and circulated, if possible. It con-
 sists-almost wholly of opinions -and arguments, in many parti-

culars not very consistent, given to the Committee by the se-
veral witnesses ; apprehensions of bad effects from allowing

the enemy to export freely his manufactures, and import the
.raw materlals of them ; particularly fears of French and Ger— -
- man wares underselling those of Great Britain, and various
 other ideas founded chiefly upon a supposition that the Orders

in Council do actually blockade the whole Continent, which they

-in no sense pretend to' do—and that British industry, skill, and
" capital, stand in need of such a blockade and monopoly t6 re~

sist foreign competition. The few Jacts which this evidence
contams, relate to the alleged increase of trade in British Anme-
rica, the Medltelranean, and South Amerlca, an mcrease

- which no one of the witnesses pretended was in any respect |
equal to the trade of the United ‘States, and which it was also



( w )
admltted did not compensate for the di
1mmutmn f
European market.- : Piliooa b (4,‘ .the’forel“n
An example of thls .may. suﬂice all the gentlemen exa:
mmed in favour of the Orders in. Coumul rested their chief

defence on their preventmg France, and the countries subject

to her, from either lmportmg cotton, &ec. for their manuf:
tures, or exporting goods to rival dur own. “Yet these en:;z:
men. all admltted -when farther préssed in examination tﬁat the
Ordels in. Council do not “prohibit elther 1mp0rtat101; or .
portation through the ports in the N orth of Europe, and S ei:
of Italy ; and that the best vent for most of thos; articl iy
through the ports left free by the Orders—such as Altonaez 1;
the Baltic. - They also allowed that France herself nnposedna

duty of 3s.- or 4s. a pound on cotton, instead of appearmg to

feel the - effects of our prohibiting its 1mportatlon See evi~
dence of Messrs. Finlay, Wilson, Gladstone, and othexs

"of the Tvidence given at t
.although repeated appli

‘possible to procur

. stated in p

It was mtended to have added to this Abstract an Abbrewauon

he Bar of the House of Lords ; but, ‘
cations were made, it was found im-
e the Minutes in time; this disappointment
e regretted for many additional facts are there

is much to b
roof of the ruinous effects of the Ordets in Councxl



| _ERRATUM. |

" Mr. Whitehouse’s evidence (corrected 125), instead - of,

wages being reduced from 7% t0 10 per cent. ought to be from
- 15 to 20 per cent. ' ‘

. : OMITTED

 In Mr. Bayley’s Evidence, p. 11.—The demand for Sheffield

goods in the home trade has considerably decreased; the falling
“ off in several of the large towns has been one-fourth. (134)

SO |
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(l ) Bzrmmglzam and ﬂze Nezghbourizood

MR THOMAS ATTWOOD the ng‘h Balhﬁ' of Bzrmmgkam,’, :
stated the populatlon of Blrmmgham, and the nelghbourmg ma-

nuf'acturmg districts to be 400,000 souls," all employed in the Iron
trade, in: Hardwares, and similar descnptlons of manufactures
{Com. Evzd p 1). ‘Every branch of the Iron trade: ina deplor—
able state, master manufacturers turmng oﬁ‘ their workmen la-
bourers, that 12 months ago could obtain in the Iron Works 20s. a

- week; cannot now. obtam more than 10s.0r'12s: Manufacturers of
~“iron WOI‘kan‘ w1thout ‘any. proﬂt (2): Export trade of Blrmmgham
' chleﬂy conﬁned to the. Umted States of Amerlca the’ stoppage," :
~of which has reduced the. manufacturers to- a state " of grievous
' al'ﬂlctlon 3).: Manufacturers of Blrmmgham have absorbed the
_prmmpal part of their capltal in stock and .if.thé trade is .not

re-opened, - will be- compelled to dlscharge probably onesthird of

~their hands, and limit ‘the remamdel to one-half or: two-thlrds ‘, .
) Vwork ‘at present they have not above half employment (5):. The ’
value:of these manufactures consists almost entirely of ‘labour;

' attmbutes the cessation of mtercourse thh America prmclpally'

to the Orders in 0011n011 (6)." Labourmg mechamcs of Birming--
ham and the nelghbourhood in a state of dreadful distress (15) ;
beheves the greater part arises from the stoppage of the. trade to
Amemca (16). - The - exportatxon of . Bnmmgham goods to. the

: contment of Europe very small (18)

Mr VVILLIAM WHITEHOUbE Nall Ilonmonger, of West’
Bromwzch, near ermmgham, never Kknew. the Nall trade in 50
“badra state. ‘Greatest depressron began in August 1810, and. has X
since - been contmually mcreasmg Formerly employed . from N
L 200 to 1,500 persons, ; ‘men; women, and :children ; ‘now em= -
ploys from 500 t0-700; began - to turn. oﬂ' his hands six ‘months f
k-ago (19).: If trade continues:in its present state, must. dxscharge
-more: hands. In the Nall dxstrlct, from 25,000 to. 30000 pern

B




(2)
a,ons were employed i in the Nail trade! when it was in a flourish-
ing state. About two-thlrds or three-fourths of this number
now employed but at wages. re(luced about 73 and 10 per cent.
Required to work from five or six in the morning till eleven or
twelve at nxghb to, eain the avetage, wages. of 12s.. pex‘ week (20).
Nails are not an article of export to the continent of Emope
an a restoration, of the: intercourse thh .the United States, he
would take: baok the h,ands which. he. has dlqcharged and ‘could
keep. them in full employ. (22) Is sure that if the expont trade
to. America; was, ‘again. opened ‘the whole of the manufacturers

in. West; Blomwlc;h, m) the Nail trade, Would find: emplov-
,xnenx(24) i s R

P R SUR IS R
R RN

VIr; 'I;‘HOMAS PO’I}Tb,) Merchant of anmgham —--From
20 000ite.25,000 men- in: Blrmmoham, :who have:now. only half

. work (28):: General: state of thetown extuemely depressed; and the

distress universal, : - Manufacturers have béen keeping their meén

_vemployed in: creating stock, nearly: to the extent. of {hein capﬁaal

-and many-of them fare in: consequence in. extreme: dlfﬁcultxes

I no: favourgble: cha,ngce takes)place, ‘the; manufacturers will be
- obliged withini two. months, to; dismiss tWO-ﬂllI‘d§ ‘of thelr han.ds,
- and some: of them the: WhOles <Large: quantLues of ermmcr-'
" ham Goods have been:lying i in Liverpoo);. waiting for' shipmént

for: 12: to, 15 months; past. (29)s .. The - American’ - Market,.a

. steady:and inereasing: one; and: the payments which: have:been
_ regularly. 1mpnovmg,;now ivery good: (30): . Since: the ‘prohibi- -
. ;tan; in) Amerlca, goods have: been. sent. to- lCanada, ‘but:: tHey

have sold: there. fop less. than their: .cost: in: the mangfactumng

_ towns (81). Has tried the Sputh.! Ameucan Market: with:i very
~ indifferent success, and has concluded never to make another

ehlpment to: that country, as. he believes those shlpments have

-not ylelded| 25..pen: cent: (32).. - Manufactures ‘in: America: have

» madb:an alarming progreéss within, two; years, but’ thinks; that: if
_the intercourse -was speedlly thrown; open;. they: would: be eﬁ‘ec-»
tually.checked. /' Wonlds ship:his goods; ;to. America. the moment
-the: Orders in. Counciliwere rescinded; having positive: and " spe-
cific: instructions; from: his: correspondentsj to.:/that: effect (38)«

| Knowal{ouses ins Bummgham, whmhave goods,ready to clnp tor

(3)

Amerxca, whlch cost them £70, 000 £50,000: £4’i,000s £20,000
~ and £25,000. - Workmen have emlg‘rated from Birmingham to
Amerioa (34).: Has no doubt, that if the American Trade was

oPened, : the dlstreSS in Bnmmgham WOuld lmtantly ‘cease
(36) \ ;

Mr J OSEPH SHORE Merchant of‘ Bzrmznglzam, and Expox‘fer
of Hardwares to the Continent of Europe, and formerly shipped
to the amount of £50,000. to o£’80 000. per annum. ~ This trade
has decreased very materially ; it has dlmmlshed within the’ last
three or four years, and especially durmg the last year (86).
'Has shipped to South America, but will never export any more

to -that part of thé world. Some of his. nexghbours, in addition

“to_the: total loss of their goods, have had charges to pay upon
them kamen of Birmingham, and the neighbourhood; in
2 state of gredt distress although the mauufacturers have till now.

- given them partial employment in the hope that the Amerfcan -
_Trade would be opened 7). In 1808, took an estimate; i ’

comunctlon with' other gentlemen, of the number of ‘workmeni
employed in Blrmmgham ‘and - the -neighibourhood; " for- the

. Amencan Trade. ~ Found theé number té be 50,000, excluswe of

those. employed in the Nail Trade, which were about 30,000,
and two-thirds of these being employed for América, riade the
total number about Seventy Thousand (38). - Goods 51m1lar to

_some made at Blrmmgham, dre mariufdctured on’ the Coritinient,

cheaper than’ outs, but muth worse in quahty (89). - Thinks

the manufacturers of" Blrmmcrham Would not. fear the compeh-

‘tlon in any Forelgn Market (40)

Mr J AMES RYLAND of Bzrmzngham, Manufacturer of plated /

coach harness and saddle furmture ~=Principal part of his manu-

facture exported t6 the United States. ' Previous o 1808 the |

export was very conalderable and i increasing, the returns prompt,
and payment stre. Wokaen who formerly earned 30 to 404

- per week, now get about 20s. ; and thode who used to get 208 |

- mow edrn about 11 or 12s. - Shelves loaded with stock; and - the -
‘greater part of his capltal absorbed in it (48). Two-thirds of
" the workmen eniployedin. this buzmess must be dlscharged if no



(4)

favorable change takes place.  Since the fallmg off of the Ame-
rican malket has - opened a house in London, but has found se
© many persons flocking to the same market that:he has been able
to-carry it on with very little success. Previous to the. Orders in
Council, the trade was in a very flourishing state: they were
full of orders, and their men full of work (49). Has received no
relief from the- South Anierican market ; “and kriows. no market
equal to-that of the United States, for the sale of this manufac-~

ture - (51)

Mr RICHARD SPOONER Banker of Bm mzngham, and con-
nected with-the nail trade.—The . trade of Blrmmgham ina most A
deplorable state ; and never recollects a perxod of similar dlstress .
(52). - Merchants and : manufacturers " have . ‘accumulated great. :
stocks. of goods, and many of the manufacturers reduced to. great .
dlfﬁcultles Knows it 1o be their.intention to dlscharge their
workmen in the event of things not taking a favorable turn (58):
Emigration of workmen from Blrmmgham to America increased
very tapidly: of late (54). Loss of foreign trade - has created -a
competition which has destroyed the. profit of the home: trade
/(85). - Manufactures of -Birmingham sent . to America, were
chiefly for the : consumptxon of that country, and not for re-
exportatxon (59) : g SRR R

Mr. WILLIAM BLAKEWAY Lamp Manufacturer of Bzrm-
mgkam.—Goods principally sent to America.—Trade so much di-

minished that he.would have stopped his ‘trade altogether, had it -
_not been for regard for his workmen, by whom he ‘has: been

gaining money for twenty years. Stock so much accumulated
that: neaxly the whole of his capital is absorbed by it (59) -Unless
‘the American market is opened cannot keep ‘on his hands at all
Has hitherto borne the sufferings - of his workmen himself, but:
wlll be compelled to discharge them, however reluctant to do so.-

Has sought but not found relief in-any other market. Recollects
the scarcity in -1800 and 1801, ‘but- the distress was not- at all' R

equal to- the p1 esent because there was plenty of work (60)

Mr. THOS MESSENGER, Brass Founder, of Bzrmmgham.-!- ‘

)
About - half of his: manufacture for the : Amerxcan market (63)

Has consxderably reduced the number of his hands, Workmen "

require considerable time to learn this ‘business; masters will not
~ take apprentices under the Present state of things ; so.that if, the

trade revived he is. convmced orders could not- be: executed for

.want. of workmen Trade to- Amerlca in thls line a very increas-
ing'one. (64). - In good. tlmes 4,000:to 5,000 persons. engaged. in
the ‘Brass - Foundry trade. -Other manufacturers. suﬁ‘erlng full
as.much.as himself, Home market is _unimportant- among the

numbers which contend for it, and wxll not defray the.expences

of the. trade it was much greater before the American trade was

: lost (65)

Mr JEREMIAH RIDOUT Merchant of Bm mmgkam Has
goods to the value of.20 ,000L. prepared for the American market,

which he would mstantly ship if the Orders in Council  were

removed bemg so advised by his partner in America (67).

- The. workmen very much dlstressed ¢ I have seen ‘people shed
- tears; I. have confined myself behind the door . for fear. of |

f¢ seeing those: people, lest they should 1mportune me. to . give

¢ them orders ; they have told me they did - not . know. what to
- #do, - One man said, what ean I do; ‘if. 1 go. to the maglstrate :

“ he will tell me to go for a soldier ; I am a married - man, and
“ God knows what 3 | must do unless 1 steal, and then I shall; go

“ to Botany Bay.—I.do not like, to hear such words, I cannot
“ bear lt (68) > - ' :

Mx‘ GEORGE ROOM J apanner of Bzrmmgkam, haq manuﬁw-»

tured prmcrpally for Amenca, ‘which'is the ‘hest mar ket heever

knew . after trying every. one: (72).. W’orkmen in general have
not more - than . half work. . - Has trled ‘the_home trade,. but the -
competxtlon is so great, and. the  prices so much reduced that it

is not worth going: after (73) Has found very. litéle rehef from :

the trade to Sicily .and. Portugal ‘which is the- only forelo‘n Eu-

ropean trade -they” have had, and which does not bear any thmg‘ :

like . a, comparlson to the Amerxcan trade (74). . .From 600.to.

__1,000 hands employed ln -this; busmess in, ermlngham alone,

o .-.:... 1;11.
-




(6 )

rand there are great manufactorles in Bllston and Wolver
hampton ('15) SRR Bl T
Mr. ROBERT FIDDIAN Manufacturer of Brass Candlesucks, v
&c at Bzrmmgham, chiefly for home consumption, - 'Trade much

dmnmshed within the last 12 months, and earmngs of - work-
men reduced one—fourth Had a ‘conversation with some of his

men. on the subject of dismission : they mtreated ‘him not to
dlsmlss them, saymg, '« you know we- cannot get employment

« elsewhere, “and begged that I Would apportion ‘the work

among them, .and - let - each ‘bear 2 .share of - the burden

Stock very much mcreasmg, and will be obhged to dlsrmss a

number of his men, unless an alteration takes place speedlly

(77) Has no doubt that his trade. would be put into-its- former

({ﬁtable 51tuatlon, 1f the Amerlcan trade was agam open-

. Mr. J OSEPH WEBSTER, ere Manufacturer of Bir mmgkam

e Half his manufacture for the American market, and ‘half for-the
home trade. The demand very much dlmmlshed 50 that although
- his’ ‘manufacture i$ reduced his stock is much mcreased Has
_ Grders from America which would- exhaust all his great stock ont
. hand, if the Orders in Councﬂ were repealed. " If no favourable

- change takes place, he shall feel hlmself comPeue‘1 to d’SChal ge

L a great number of his men (80).-

Mr. BENJAMIN COOK J eweller and GrltToy Maker Bzrmmg-
ham.’ The greatest part of the goods he has manufactured since the
fall of 1810, has been for stock : used to employ between 40 and
50 ‘hands before the stoppage of the Amerlcan trade : -has now
only two apprentlces, and one woman and 2 man occasmnally
Supposes miore than 7,000 hands used to be employed in these

branches of busmess (8'7) Other masters in the trade, generally ,
Speakmg, in the ‘same state as hlmself The G.llt Toy trade the

w orst of all to lay by a stock i m the change of fashron such that
if‘goods are kePt a year ‘or two, some of the arucles, whlch were

Worth 20s. would not be worth 20d Amerlcans “have * been.,
forced to begln manufacturmg ‘these. artlcles for themselves (88)-

Cr)

' Vear 17,000 houses i mf Bmmmgham, 11,000’ of wlnch do Yot pas‘*‘

poor. rates or taxes. . The:raw materials: form a
v
tlon of the value of Gllt:Toy g‘OOds (89)‘ E ery small propors\ |

Mr THOMAS ILLIDGE Japarmer, Wolve; lzampton—Manu.\

factures partly for: the Amerlcan and partly for the country trade;

Trade fallen off conslderably since. 1810 Hasbeen workingthei
six months principally for'stock: - In ‘one: branch of the 5 s
has: since’ Christmas 1estr1cted the ‘work: given  to his m usullﬁess’
two- thlrds Beheves the other masters in the same tr: den ol
verhampton, are’ Worklng for stock : the state of tradz § athlh
Has:. tued ‘the, market .of . Canada, but; lost cbhsrdera‘h‘:;y :92;

: Made a: shlpment to, South! America; the goods and expenses .

;’b;lout 2501 eturns made ‘n; cotton, whlch only produced 28k
€ goods were seleeted‘b .a‘Portuguese, dsl sitifable: tocthe mars

ket, and sent through the* medmmxof a very respeetablevhouseun;

‘ Brlstol Country trade ‘mever; m sonbad a. state withithe: witness,

(%2 . A greater numbep of manufacturers iwthe'J apanned lines

at: Bi :iton, ‘about.3: milés from: Wolverhampton, Who rare i a Still

more distresséd: state; | Tf there be. n ‘
} 'of an alteratlon( in: th

ofithe. trade, must« dlsmlss @ great part of’ hls»hands (94) e‘State’

;Li-

RS Mr. .ITOSHUA; SCHOLFIEED Amerrcan Merchanti Bzmzmgr
ami~Trade fivst began to fall oﬂ' int 1808 Tn:1809] rather bettexﬁ
but: stﬂln yery limited:  In: 1810, very: large: shlpmente for’ one |

season (98):: The: woods for ISltl Hiow lying ire Lwerpooh Hay
or\ders from:America to Shlp as! ‘soon; as - the: Orders ine Couridé;lj

are removed, as soon:as: the/Trade is opened " Has had ﬂ'equentf

adv1ces f'romJ their agent 1es1dent{ in Amerlca, that hanufacy’
tures:are very: fast i increasing: there; and' has: reasoii: to- Tnow 1t'

from partlcular circumstances. .~ Ohe particular drticle! how in
i

| great demandils' Card ere, for: the manuf’acture ‘of- Cott oad!
- Wl Cards, Whlch ds: wanted for thelr machmery HOJ hﬁd’ ”
 the articleof Nails:countermandéd’ o the ground that: thas . il

be manufactured cheaper it Amerida thanthéy ¢an be n:)ypz;‘i TS

ed (99). -Has had many pamful ()pportumt:es of w1tnessmg mei

: g]stress,whxch prevails: among'the lowei orders of the' peoplei it
xrmmgham, beheVes 1t to bBe extreme. 'Hasta Warehouse m"




8y

: Wolverhampton, the lower orders in:quite as great: dxstress there,
thell' goods: may be : bought at:any. price ;; "there-are many: small

| belleves, a'lower rate than it cost them (100).

f their:stock ‘at, he
cturers there who are selling- sofne o
ma““fa ’ Attrxbutes the

. dlstresses of - the Trade and Manufactures prmc1pally to the

Orders i Councﬂ -believing them to be: the .cause:, of :the Non-"
mtercourse with America (102). . Has the most.painful: forebod-
ings thatithe continuance. of the restrictions. upon the Amerlean

' Trade; will give great: encouragement to- the increase- of‘ manu-i
'factures in Amerlca (104) T R R

Mr HENRY DUN BAR Button Maker, Bzrmmglmm -»-Manu-r

‘ factures chiefly for.the American market: ‘Trade firstbegan to’ ‘fall
~ offin 1808. Used to-employ about 70 hands: has dlscharged some, -
-and others: have: left him.- Allows: only from three: to four-days’”

Work a week :to.those he now has : ‘they used: to. Work six ‘days a’

4‘ -week; : sometimes fourteen:hours.a:day : -they now.:work onlyr

about eight. - Those- hands who used to get from40s. to 50s. per

Week now: earn only from: 10s. to 15s. - The: goods: he ‘has'been:

maklng' are now in his warehouse ~-If: things: should not ‘take: a’
f'avourable turn, must dlscharge his: workmen, and: sell his . goods
by auctlon " Has not capital to go on any further " Has kept on

somany. of his hands partly out : of: charity, ‘andy partly because
he expected the. trade.would get better. , Has been. ‘obliged. to

keep some- valuable hands at a great expense, because. of the dlf-i

:i Y #féﬁ

-ficulty- of getting: such, hands if the trade: opened again. - Agreat
number of hands employed in this trade in Birmingham_ (105).

‘Has. attempted to get.relief from . the home : market ; -but there -
" are.so.many: competltors in it, that it is very bad. The dlatresses-

of his,.workmen .are .now . very: great. indeed: - On a Saturday.
-night he is: obhged to_get his foreman to pay; itis so hurtful to

‘his. feelingsto see people with such’ calamitous stories. - Behevesj
all the;other houses in the same line of busmess, connected ‘with k
the Amerlcan trade, . a1e much in the. same 51tuatlon as himself, 3
and concelves that most of .them are more or less so- connected -
Supposes more. than half of the whole. trade is for the: Amerlcan g
" market. If the trade to. Amerlca were opened -could: dxspose of

~ ‘all the. stockhe has lald up since Feb, 1811, (106). R L

(9)

WM "BANNISTER,. Plater, Bzrmmglzam.-—-—Seven elghths of ,

hls manufacture for' the- Amerlcan market. . Has béen. in“that

line of business™ 24 years ; used to employ 120 hands.  Trade;
- fell-off in 1808. : Has had nothlng to do for Ameuca emce Fe-’

" Has dlecharged one-third. of -

bruary’ and March- 1811.(106)....
hishands, and does: not give those: who: remain more than one-

half work.. . Those: who used to earn 45s. per Week _do not now.’
_ get above 20s or 21s., whlch is very low wages: indeed : for that
kind of work,” which requires very much practice and learmng :

By keeping on his hands; has: accumulated stock to the amount

. of 5,000L.: . When trade is ‘open, has’ no stock at all..- Knows a -

- great many others in'the same trade who are’ mmxlarly circums-

- stanced + does not- know one that is. full of - work. - Nota con-

sumptmn in-the country ‘trade. - Supposes near 2, 000 hands are
émployed in Birmingham in this line. . If. .things do ‘not take a

favourable turn,- intends to:discharge. all his hands, exceptmg the ,

apprentlces cannot employ them for want. . of capital, Has"
orders now in the warehouse- which;. 1f the Amerlcan trade was
opened “would take off almost all his. stock (10’7)

o J ODEPH STANLEY Screw Maker, Wol’aerkampton Half of
hls manufacture for the American market The country 1 trade

~ fallen off. ‘A great number of workmen in this branich of' busi-
. ness dxsmxssed 7(95).- - Since February 1811, has not had three
~~ months employ for the' generality of his hands, although he has

reduced their -work about ~one-fifth. Has done every thmg he
could to support some " servants. he has. had for twenty years,

who knew- not- where ‘to get employment elsewhere ; for _this

purpose has'risked every penny he is worth, notwnthstandmw he
hasa famlly (96) ' S5

THOMAS OSLER Glaes Toy and Button Maker, Bzrmm«ﬂzam,

' Trade began to fall off in the. beginning of 1808. Manufactured
fchleﬂy for the American market.. " Previous to. that tlme the
goods were: sent in a finished state to America. - Smce 1808 he

- had orders to a conmderable amount for art1cles in an unﬁmshed
\state Throughout 1808 and. the greatest part of }809 there

. was: such a.defalcation m the whole trade as mduced h1m to

3
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turn hrs hands: into- anéther: line. of biusiness... Went{ into'..'the’
Chandeher Furniture line for the hore trade." Found relief in’
that business at first, but: it has since -fallen: off very greatly!

‘ Has not'had any ‘orders for the American market since 1810:
Has continued to employ: his hands, from ‘80 to<100: (96).  Has |
been working chiefly for stock. - Unless some ‘favourable chang;

" of circumstances ‘takes place, cannot continue to go on mued
Tonger; his cap1ta1 being -almost - entlrely absorbed. :Is. assurle

* that the situation of others in the same line of ‘business:is similax
to his own..  Will be obhtred to turn'off - his-hands ifithe present

state ' of things’ contlnues “Before the Orders in Council were

issued had a good trade, since then has had none, comparatwely g |
speakmg “Believes the loss of his~ trade ‘has arisen from. the -

Orders in Councll Has not 1ece1ved Amemcan orders:i in: the

7 -
same way he’ ‘used. to do prevrous to the Orders: bemgtlssued (97:)

The business of the Chandeher Furmture making;:in ‘which: he
engaged for the home: trade has been so- divided that he has:-not
a’'tenth part of what he used ‘to have. * Thinks there are as: manyr

artlcles made ; but there’ bemg s0 many persons in-it in conses
‘quence of the state of the Glass Toy Trade, the pressure is as

great upon those who are engaged in it as 1f there wele not ’a
a tenth part made (94) o

C M TI—IOMAS CLARKE, Manufacturer of Webhmg, Bra-

~ces, and Toys; Bzrmzngham “Has employed: as many’ dagoa
R hundred and fifty hands. Now employs bewveen. 70 an >
drscharged the others in- consequence of mot bemg permitted to

execute the orders on “his books for the American merchants v

- Avery large proportlon of “his trade for the Amencan r;larkeltn
Upwards of a thousand hands employed in the same (;neare
" Birmingham. Has no doubt that others in the same tra et e
similarly s1tuated as himself. ‘Thé prices of almost every artl o
in the Country ‘Trade have been lowering. in ‘consequernice

compehtron, ‘which' has increased. = Notwithstanding the dlml—j
nutlon of hands, has accumulated stock very eonslderably (108)

Mr BFNJAMIN SMI’I‘H Manufacturer of Heavy . Steel
Toys, Bzrmzngham‘-——i\r’_[ore than one-tthlrd of 'his manufacture

(1)
for. forexgu -markets, chleﬂy for-the: Amerlcan (108). ‘Has- a great :
‘stock-on-hand. . Has kept .on- hls'hands, hoping -that something
would inerease the trade by- and-by ‘Thehome: trade | ‘very much.
on' the :decline. - Within these six -tnonths,. hashadione person
twice, and. another once, in London to endeavour to get orders;
who have scarcely paid_ their : .expenses. . Has ‘got some orders;
- but there has been no: proﬁt attached to:them when the. expense
was paid.: . Those ‘he. had spoke.to.on the subject, .in the same
trade,:seemed ‘to be in: the same situation..: Since the' defalcation

of :the: Amerlcan trade, the home trade has become unproﬁt-
able (109) (TR :

,)’

Mr THOMAS MILWARD Spoon Maker, Bzrmzngimm—-—-

: Trade began. to fall offiin 1808.. . Was last yedr very:bad, aud'is

Stlll :$0. Hads! lgot plenty of orders in'the warehouse, which heis
dlrected by the merchants to send'in mn:nedrately the Orders in -
Gouncil -are- repealed'*”Arfew hands in 'this ‘business- get up a
good deal of work. . Beliéves -othér Spoon manufacturers ‘are .in
the same sxtuatlon as himself. In 1810 the trade very good (110).
Has a greater: stock of: goods on ‘hand than ever he'had. - All the
varlatxons of his business were _dependent upon whether there :
was or not at ‘the time an open intercourse with .America.. Sells
very: little except to-the Amencan merchants (111). Had con-'
dltlbnal -orders to send iny. the moment the Orders i i Councxl
were repealed could“not get goods enough in that case (112)

R S R ‘.»-Hu R

(2) S/zgﬁield

Mr JOHN BAILEY Merchant of S/zeﬂield —-'I‘he manufac~ :

;tures of Sheffield for the supply of the ‘market of ‘the Umted
' 5States, employ 6, 000 persons, besides others dependent on that
i,trade The export to. Amerlca is about _one-third of the Whole

manufactures of  Sheffield . (132). About one-tenth of the
usual sprmg shrpment was made in 1811, ‘and none since (133)

;.Stock of goods has been .Increasing in Sheffield to-a consider-
.ablee extent ‘but there are orders for shlpment to Amerrca, im-
. ‘medlatel,y on the rescmdmg of the Orders in Councr] (134) In-




(12)

-l'ormatlon from a! large manufacturer, that he now. pays one-slxth
‘part of the : -wages :which 'he :did when ‘the ‘American’trade was.
open and that one-half of what ‘he- has ‘manufactured for the
. b

last fifteen months, is now dead stock. Anothel of the. pr1nc1pal

~manufacturers informed him, that he now employs sonly ihalf .of
* his. usual number of men, whom he _employs only four. days ina
. :iweek that he retains them from; a ‘principle.of humanity, a;
V.they have igrown old in his service, and thathe st111 holds'in: btoi
all h1s goods made.in the last e1ghteen amonths.” Beheves t}éllsl fo
r'.be a: falr specxmen of the ‘general state of’; manufacture,s .in-Shef-
field. .- His orders for shipment, on the removal of the/Orders .in
Counc1l amount to the whole twelve months shlpments (135).
The ~amount.of ;Sheffield .goods . ready‘for slnpment to América
/400, 0001 and orders .on hand to.the same. amount.. -+ Pobdr: rat;s
"of Sheffield, year ‘ending 1807, 11,000L'; now 18,0001 Wgr -
men’s wages not reduced,zbut they are now .only employed abou

Jthlee days-in :the week.: Every man_fully employed before : the ,

loss of' the Amerlcan trade 4ower classes never.,so: much dls-

tressed.; as at-present: (136) Some articles ‘whichi " were formerly |
| exported from Shefﬁeld ;arenow manufactured i Amerlca (138)

Mr GEORGE NAYLOR Merchant and Maker of Kmves

vand Forks, .in : Shqﬂ‘ield —His mercantile: business. almost . Wholly -

o the Umted ‘States, and:about: ﬁve—srxths .of his: manufacture
Durmg the free. trade,,employed ;about:250 hands ; :now ‘employs

about 98, of whom 57 are half employed 29 one-third, 8 one--

sixth, and 4 one- -eighth, ' “The-change took place about . the» K

mlddle of 1811 (145) ‘Stock has been accumulating since the-k

end of 1810. Has ordersto ship goods to America on the repeal

of the Orders in Council, and read four letters ﬁom his corres- -
| pondents in America to'that-effect - (146 14’7) ‘If this inquiry

- should end’ unfavourably, Would dismiss every workman."Stock
- of goods equal to the sales of one year; -and'the other persons ‘in

“the - same busmess caunot contmue thelr Workmen much o

\ longer (148)

Mr EBENEZER RHODES Manufacturer of Cutlery and :

Dealer in Manufactures at’ Shqﬂield —Tradefell off in" 1811. “In
- -one ‘branch of -business,’ he has discharged one-fourth ot‘ ‘his

: , latterend of 1807, one

. thlrds “work. The Potterxes employ about 14 000 hands;

.Shlpments to Rio Janelro have been a total loss,
~ freight and charges,

(13)

hands, and in another a half Increase of- stock in one branch"-

trvo-thl’rds, in another business about one—fourth Great dlstress
prevalllng in Sheﬁield for want of employment (154)

(3) T /ze Pottm zes

Mr JOSIAH WEDGWOOD of the Pottemes -——The dlstress A
“in the Potterles greater than it was eve1 khown' bef'ore Tlll the -
-thnd of hlS manufacture fm the Eulopean o

market ‘the remamde1 for thehome trade Since
ment has been mcons1derable, and the competmon bemg great,
the pmce m the home market very much reduced ; say from 20
1025 per cent Th1s has chleﬂy occurred since “the loss of the
Amerlcan market HIS shipment to Hehn"oland has been at-

tended Wlth a loss’ (157) Understands about one- thlrd of the‘
bulk or number of packages of goods man ufactured in the Pot:

terles, are for the Amerlcan market and one-fou1t11 of the
value (160) :

Mr RALPH STEVENSON of the Potterzcs —-About one-half ]

hls manufacture for the Amerlcau market "which has been closed
“since Fehrualy 1811

times employs about 150 hands (161) Now .about 100 at two-

nOW

employ about 10, 000 at about two- thlrds work. Has consnder-

‘able orders from Ameuca to be executed the moment the Ordens

in Councrl are rescmded and funds are 1eady for the payment
Shlpped to Holland and Ge1 many £ill the end of 1806 Hassince
shipped to Helig oland on Wl]lcll there was a loss of 50 per cent,

paymg only
and in some mstances not that (162)

' Buenos Ayres the market glutted and hlS accounts state that

- somie “ British mauufactm res would not pay for the Warehousmg.
“Trade to the ‘West Indies declined, and in avery bad state. - Has -
'shlpped to ‘British Amerlca, but the speculatlon ‘has not succeed- :

ed. Has shipped to Slcﬂy and Malta, where the loss was 25 to -

then the Slllp- '

The home tlade also deplessed In full - »




: ..could be packed (165)

“and, 1nﬁn1tely better than the home . trade

. terles (16'7)
treSs of the Potters in Staffordshlre

. waden, near Leeds —-—Has been in husmess 30 years

¢ 1)

30 pex cent. (163). . The number of . Potteries formerly about

140 of which about 35 have completely stopped within the last.

two years. Fifteen or smteen failures have occurred w1tlnn the

Tast elghteen months, being a greater numb(_r than durlng the

ten preceding years. -Stocks of goods very large, and if foreign
markets are not opened, ‘many more hands must be discharged.
One-third of the Potteries was employed for Amerlca (164); and

" has no doubt that if the American trade was opened, all the -

oods suited for that market ‘would be taken, off as fast as they
The Amerlcan market was an 1ncreas-
1ng one, both in quantity ¢ and value ; 3 the payments very good
A great part of the
hulky materlals for this manufacture, axe brought coastwise from
Gravesend from Dorsetshlre “and - Devonshlre to . vaerpool :
v'vhlch 1n good tlmes amount to 40 ,000 tons yearly 5 and this

coastmg trade is decreased owing to the present state of the Pot-
An open trade to Ame1 ica would remove the dis-
Has heald of two Potteries-

estabhshed in Amerrca H that large offers have “been made to
workmen to leave this’ country for Amerlca, and that some have

‘ actually gone

( ) Woollen Manzg”actures of Y orks/zzre

‘ Mr WILLIAM THOMPSON Woollen "Manufacturer, of
In 1810
employed 650 hands, ,and manufactured 6,000 pieces of goods
for the Amerlcan market (229) In the last year made 4,000
pleces, “and has ‘dismissed 200 hands. Hls stock of goods worth

_ upwards of 90, 0001 bemo much greater than at any forier pe-

nod The 1emam1no° hands have not more than one- thxrd work.
In good times his men earned from 163 to 30s a Week (%30) 3

'md now only one-thu'd Never knew the poor in so dlstressed '

a state before ; not even when corn was dearer in. 1800, theyv

had plenty of work at that time. ,“‘ The distress of the workmen s’

“ very « - evident by thelr countenances, and by the raggedness of
« thexr dress they are ev1denﬂy in a Worse 31tuat10n than & ever

. say from 25 to 30 per cent. (232).

-“knew them before” If. afavourable change does not take p]ace '

must dlsmlss the Whole of his hands, as the heavy stock of goods. |
renders it out of his. power to. continue them, - Made a.small.

shipment .to South America about twelve months ago, but has

not . yet received any returns; and will not ship farther at pre-

sent (231). Made a shipment to Canada, value 30 ,0001.. - about.

fourteen months ago, for which he has not yet received one-

sixth ;, and those goods that did sell were to a consider able loss
2.
If there was an o
pen trade
to Amerlca, all the dlstresses would be’ very shortly removed :
(F
: actmty would be resumed, and the countenances of the poor.
: would change very fast : if that were once effected, it Would give.
ageneral spring to our nelo‘hbourhood” (235) Has orders from

Amerlca for the whole of his goods, prov1ded the Orders .in |

Councd were rescmded (236)

Mr JOSEPH WALKER Merchant of Leeds —-—-Shlpped to .

Amerlca. ln 1808 to the value of 42, OOOl Trade as good as; he

. could wish it.in 1810 Has not shipped a bale -for seventeen -
‘ months past, and- his stock is .now upwards of 25. 000L. . ped
to Canada in 1808, and for goods amountm@ to 4,000L. received
I OOOl and never expects to. receive any more (239). The accu- -

Shipped ,‘

mulauon ofstockls common to all persons tradmO‘ to America. Has -

’ orders from Amerlca for douhle the. amount of his stock, on the ;
Orders in Councﬂ bemg revoked (240). . From observatxons made :
, thh others, beheves that the Woollens shlpped from Yorkshire to

America, are of the value of two millions yearly (241). - Price of
goods suited to the Amerlcan market has fallen about 8 or 10 per
cent, Wlthln the last twelve months (242)

Mr CHRISTOPHER LAWSON Woollen Merchant, of' Lceds

'—Tn good times exported to America, to the value of £80 ,000.

anndally.. Present stock of goods £40,000, Made a shipment to
Amelia: Island, in 1811, under the. idea that it might get- into

Amerlca, but it remains there at present (242). Concelves all
| the merchants trading to America are in the same state. - The -
: common calculation. is, that: Yorkshire goods are expor ted to S
: vAmerlca to the amount of two. mllhons annually Great ‘com=



- Home Trade (245)
and has been’ Very ‘flat ‘ever since.
. great, and very many hands have been’ turned off. 'About two
~ months ago, ‘the quantlty of cloth manufactured was not more
‘than’ one-third the usual quantlty, and one-half of the men were

(16)

plamts have been ‘made of the home market for the last. srx

: 'months (243).
on the repeal of the Orders in Councxl (244)

‘Has orders for 0‘00ds~ to be shlpped to Amerxca

- Mr TI—IOMAb DENNISON Woollen Manufacturer, and

" one of the 'llustees ‘of the Cloth Hall at Leeds.—1In the dlstmct )
" where he:remdes, there is a populatlon of 2,000 to 3,000 persons,

" a great part of whom are in the Woollen Manufactme, and
 about two-thirds were for the Amerxcan Market, the rest for the'

In the latter end of 1810 the market falled \

" The stock on hand is very

out of employ ; if they could get a littie work in any other em-

: ployment, they regularly attended to it to get a little bread
by it. The makmg of army clothmg has been an allev1at10n
: (245) The " state of the poor, and of the lower orders in his
; district is such, “ec that if you were to see ‘the’ vwl'ely many of their
€ pale faces,” and-their ragged coats, you Would be struck w1t11 o

¢ the" s1ght of it.: “The distress is so great T cannot express it, it
“is 1mpossﬂ:)1e I have been a manufacturer for 28 years, and
«I never 'saw’ any think equal to'it, at any tlme

to - a statement returned by the Test of the Trustees, believes

about eleven or twelve districts, - out of the ﬁfteen, nearly bear i .

smnlar appearance of dlstress It appears that the dlstreSses in

the district, and’ the ‘want of Trade, arise prmmpally from the .
want ‘of intercourse with Amerlca, for when this’ mtercourse'

was open, the goods when manufactured were brought to mar+
ket, and met readlly with a market, and since the mtercourse

o has been shut, it has been the reverse (247 )

Mr JOSHUA BECKETT a Trustee of the Cloth Hall at

Leeds, for the district of- Dewsbury —In tlns district abont 3000 '

‘persons are employed in the Clothing Trade. (247). - Stock-of

. goods is not great, . ‘because the manufacturers” have been Jong -
sinking, not being able to sell their goods at prime cost.. About’
four years ago consldered that more than half of the manufac-"

Accordmg :

| « 17)
tures: were- for the American. ‘market, which is now,'s‘hut. up} :
Poor Rates doubled since 1807. Manufacturers have been
obhged to.sell goods for 10 per ‘cent. less than prime . cost:
From’the observations-which he has made, and the general res
tarns of the other Trustees, believes that ten or eleven out 'of tbe
fifteen districts - are in ‘a worse SItuatlon than the dlstnct of .

, Dewsbury (248)

Mr. J OHN OXLEY Woollen Merchant of Wakqﬁeld ——Was
exammed four years ago upon the Orders in Council. ' Prmcnpal
part of his trade to America. . Stock on-hand value upwards of
£30,000. much greater. than at any former period. The Home '
Trade never so bad as at present (249). Never knew the lower

class of people, in the dlstnct where he remdes, in so bad a
state as at present (250) e

- Mr. GEORGL‘ RAWbON Stuff Merchant of Leeds —For-
‘merly engaged chxeﬂy in the German Trade, which closed in
1806, and then increased his connexion with ‘America. . This
trade was yery. con51derable in 1808, but the . greatest. proﬁts
‘were in . 1810. * Has made no shipment * since January- 1811,

" Stock of goods has accumulated to the value of o£.10,000, and

has orders for the whole for the American Market, on the re-
scinding of the Orders in Council (258).  Has made no’ship- -
ment to the Continent since 1806, knowing that the attempts of
others have failed.© Made a shipment' to” South. America about
three years. ago, of -goods prepared by order for. the. Llsbon
Market, on the closing of which they were §ént to Rio_Janiero.
« The goods were on hand upwards of two years, and then our
agent at Rio Janiero made a trial with one bale to Buenos
Ayres, and the bale was there sold at a very greatloss; it
« was valued at £.160, and the net ploceeds were 41, 18s. 8d.
the other six balés were consequently returned home. The loss .
«_upon the whole shlpment was nearly £500” (254.). ' The state

of his trade is common to all the houses in the Stuff Trade, and
.some feel it still more serxously, bemg limited  entirely to the

American trade. Number of persons employed in - the Stuﬁ'

Trade: supposed tobe about 10,000, including, men, women,

D
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and chlldren.~ Has orders for doublé the amount of: his: stock;
provrded the . Orders : in Council were rescinded (255)." Some

)

* Houses in the Stuff Trade, who" have shippéd to South Amerxca,

have had noreturns whatever. " - Continues to purchase from the
litile makers every week, but his stock is increasing,’ and shall
be obliged to decline it shortly, not having the means to contmue
to take in goods. Wages of Stuff Weavers of Iow ‘goods about

9s, a week, fine goods nearly double, but the average about 12s. - -
~ (256). - Has reason to conclude; that if the Non Iniportation

Laws in- America were fepealed, a great:part - of the - distress
among the manufacturers of Yorkshire would be removed.: ‘Can

~ now buy: goofds‘for 10 per cent. less than they were six'months -
“ago, ‘and 15 per cent. cheaper. than' they were in 1810 (257).

Conceives -the Amerlcan Market takes off one- “fourth of the ‘ma=

-~ nufacture of stuffs (259), and that one, half “is for- home ‘con-
’sumptlon (260) : -

M ..

Mr. DAVID SHEARD, Blanket and Flushmg Manufactu-

~ rer, of the parlsh of Dewsbury.—In good times employed about

800 hands, 100 of them. are now quite out of employ, and the

- remairider have ‘one-third - or one-fourlh Work ‘The - average
’Wages of. men, women, and children in" good times were 11s.a

weck, and are now 3s.'9d. * The manufacturers have given over
accumulatmgstock they do not wish'to- rin into debt;: and the
money they have is all made up into goods. - Weekly Wages paid

in the hamlet, in good times, used to be 4691, now ?941 “Thinks
" the home" trade as good as it was. Trade began to fall off in
“the beginning of 1811, and . among the lower orders of people

there is very great distréss.indeed (260). ' If - favourable circum-

stanices do not turn up, Wﬂl be obliged to turn off half of the
700 hands he now employs. Had a good trade before the inter-

~course w1th Amerlca was stopped (261)

. Mr. FRANCIS PLATT, Merchant and Woollen Manufac-
,’ tuler, of Saddleworth.—The trade has fallen off very consider- ‘
' ably since 1810, owing to the want of the Amerxcan trade.. - His

own stock of goods larger than it ever was before, being nearly

“ 30,0001 (454). The dlstrlct of Saddleworth ‘contains a popula- 7

(19 )

tion., of nearly 12,000 persons, most of whom are engaged in the .

Woollen business, and. they. do niot now get half the work they.

used.to have. .His capital absorbed in goods, and if there is not
- azmarket soon, miust dischiarge his-men i #0t0 ; whlch is the case:-
with the manufacturers in.general in that.district. ~In 40 or 50:
- years, he has never known the distress equal to the present.,

Great numbers of the people never taste animal food at all; 5 their
pmnmpal food 'is _oatmeal boiled in water (455) ; and sometlmes
potatoes . for dinner. . ‘Was: informed,. “:by.a very. honest man,_

“ that he, his wife, and all his chlldren, had to go to bed, and:
“«. had not even a morsel of. that oatmeal ‘and water to putinto. .
“ thelr mouths. : Was also mfm med by another that he. had got.
“ some little oatmeal and boiled it in water ; that he had to wet.
“ itin water, instead of* milk, or any other liquid, ‘with his food:””,

The people have been very. peaceable in this parlsh and -is cer-.
tain they will remain so, provided they could get employment,.

or any thing near full employment : they have no disposition at
all to riot. . Was in America from. September 1810 to - February:

1812 Saw the Merino Wool which is raised in America; it -
. Was. good Wool for makmg a cloth - of, 18s. a yard. - It.was re~-
marked. (o him that the Merino -Wool seemed to. lmprove in

Anmerica:. had samples shewn to him whrch appeared very good:

- wool, and_as if it might have. 1mproved The quality  of.the

\Vool of the Amerlcan sheep in-general is not fine (456).. Be-
lieves the Americans did, not pay. much attentlon to the growth,

of Wool till thhm the trme that these restrlctwe measures had

taken place between : the two Governments Previous to-that,
they imported their Woollens, ‘Whlch they conceived to answer
their _purpose , bette1 than to. manufacture, them ; and that it

‘ answered thelr purpose hetter to cult‘vate their corn, and {0 im-

port thelr manufactm ed artlcles (457 ). Has 1nqu1red in some ins=
tances whether the poor have received parlsh relief, but beheves
that « in the prmcrpal part of the manufacturlng dlstrlcts, the poor

L« would nearly starve, probably not to death, but pretty close to
et before they went to the parlsh for this reason——they have

“ not been accustomed to rt_, and 1t 1s a kmd of dlsgrace or
“ somethmg of that kind,, and they will not go to it if they can
“ get half work and half Wages : they w1ll take every means in

e
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« their power to keep off the parish” (458). ~ O'a"tmeal is 3%d. to *
4d. a pound, or double the usual price. ~Potatoes are about the

same proportlon never knew them any thing like so high as:

they are at present (459). ‘Has no doubt that if goods could be

shipped to ‘America, there would be work The poor are not
Well clothed (461) sl e o

. Mr. JOHN BUCKLEY, - Manufacturer, of Saddlewordio—
~ His men at present.not half employed. - From 200 to 300 per--

sons of small capital are engaged in’the manufacture of Saddle-
worth, and” ‘many of them have now. all their capital in stock.

The dlstress among. the lower orders is very great; itis beyond

descrlptlon *Two-thirds of the manufacture of this district were
for the American market and has no doubt that the distress arises"

‘ from the want of that market Shlpments have been made to

‘ Hahfax and Canada, which have not succeeded. If the American
trade was open, 1t Would put the ]abourers in full employment

. agam (462)

Mr THOS GREENWOOD Cotton and Woollen Manufac-

turer, of Halifax. —-‘Thetrade bad at present.. Woollen trade’

fell off nearly one-half in 1811, and the Cotton trade affecteda

little (127). - When trade was in a prosperous state, probably .
employed from 800 to 1,000 workmen; but the falling off in

1811 has reduced themvto about‘ 600 to-v'700- (130). .

( C’ott(m )

: Mr JAMES HOLFORTH Cotton Splnner at Leeds. —-Em-f
p10ys about’ 200 hands, to Whom he gives one-half labour, and(
if there is no favourable change, mtends to stop h]s works. when

the Cotton now on hand is worked up. There are four. s1mllar

' estabhshments in Leeds and the nelghbourhood two of whlch
are now standmg still, and a third is only Workmg three days

ina Week “For ‘the last twelve years has sold about 400 bundles

of TWlst 2 week, and now se]ls not more than 50." ‘His cus- o
‘ tomers 1nf'orm hlm thexr stocks of goods are mcreasmg veryA

" fast SO . much $0, that then' means and thelr credlt are almost

(91)

exhausted (263). Their goods were sold prmcnpally for expor--f :
tation.—¢ I had a very heavy stock on theé first of Jz anuary, since’
- <« which it has been consider ably mcreased 1 have now many’
‘ thousand bundles of Twist on hand.  The people to whom ‘I’
« sold cannot pay, and a number to whom I sold have failed and
. “ become bankrupts, or made  assignments. Within the last ‘
« twelve months I have had very heavy bad debts, in conse- '
‘quence of which I am reduced to the disagrecable necessity -
« of spinning three days a week,” which I shall do till the whole®
of my . materlals is worked up, and then st0p the con-(: .

»

' cern (264)

(5) Boclzdale

Mr WILLIAM MIDGLEY Woollen Manufacturer of Roch; !
‘dale, Lancashire.—The Parlsh contains about 36, 000 1nhab1tants

(195), of which about one half is employed in thrs manufacture
He formerly employed about 600 hands, now about 400." Began

to turn off his hands when his ‘stocks became very large, about *
six months ago (196) Stock s still i increasing, and larger than
it ever was before, and the home trade is fallen off very much

indeed. ‘Has in a considerable degree exhausted his capital in
trade, « and if* there be not an openmg it is 1mposs1ble to keep
“’on my ‘work people ;. and I am distressed about the poor peo—

e ple, for they have not many of them, half v1ctuals now If

the market continues as it is now, must turn off 200 of his hands,

. and if they are turned off, does not see ‘where they can get work
-any where else (197) ‘Has lived i in Rochdale most of his life-

time, and been in business thirty years, but never knew the dxs~
tress so great as at present. « The dxstxess is to be seen in the
“ people s countenances, every week gettmg thmnel and lookmg

« worse ; those that had a little money have had to take to i,

“« and they are almost run out of it; they have spent what little
« they had to buy bread - About two-ﬁfths of this manufac-

'ture for the’ Umted States of America, and none for Forelgn
o Europe a 98), ‘Has very large orders for .A.merlca, which should

Y
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have gone off more than 12 months ago. . Has found that mar-,
ket," a. steady, sure, and increasing one (199) Workmen s
wages reduced Price of Qatmeal twelve months ago 2d. per.
pound now-3d. (200) If the: Trade to America was opened;-
“there would be fair employment for the manufacturers of Rochm
dale (201) > :

T

. Mr WILLIAM WALKER ‘Woollen Manufactm er of Roclw _

- dale—~Trade formerly to the Continent of Europe, NOW: entlrely
~ lost (202). Shipment to South America has yielded -about two-:
thirds the Invoice cost. Shlpment to the United States has suce
ceeded very well, * Distress of the lower orders never so great as
at present. . Master manufacturers have employed their people

till they have immense stocks on hand, and it is not p0551ble to -
give them employment much lOng‘er (203) Value of goods held

by the manufacturers of Rochdale many Hundred Thousand

Mr ’WILLIAM HASTINGS Woollen Manufacturer of Rockq
; dale -—In good tlmes employ 700 to 800 hands, now employs
500 to 600, -at about one-thnd Work About two-ﬁfths of his
Trade was for’ the Amerlcan market and the home trade has
fallen off nearly one-half Great dlstress prevallmg in. the dls-
tnct of Rochdale Stock greater than at any former Perxod
~and aecumulatmg dally (203) Has lately Wltnessed the state

'of' the manufacturmcr dlstrxcts from Manchester to Inverness,'

~and - found it most dlstressmg Must turn off all hls hands if

! thmgs do not. improve. Attrlbutes the farlure of tr ade to the'
loss of the Ameucan Market and i is of opmlon that 1f tlle Ame-

" riean Trade was free, the Trade of‘ Rochdale Would be as good
~as-at any former perlod (206) s

Mr HENRY HOY LE Woollen Manufactux er at Rosendalc ‘
f near Rochdale ——When the trade was good employed 100 hands, '
, now not 50. (209) They are not at full work, and if no change .

R takes place, will be obliged to turn them all oﬂ’ 1mmed1ately,

: 'Ihe dlstrlct of Rosendale contams about 10 000 mhabltants, of ]
Whom about one-half are in the Woollen Manufactory Many _

(23)

wor kmen out ‘of emp]oy, and the dlstress much greater than a\-
any former. perlod (210) ) : s

Mr RICHARD TURNER Flannel Manufacturer, Hcslzng- ‘

den, hear Rockdale Hls manufacture about half for Amerlca
and half for the I-Iome Trade Present stock of Goods 50,0001
being much greater than it ever was’ before meloys about

2,000 hands, and if no favorable change takes place, Wlll he

oblxged to d1scha1 ge the g eatest part (4’2’8 47 9)

I (6) Bur J, Lancaskzre.,” .

Mx. JAMES KAY Cotton and Woollen Manul’acturer, near

‘Bury, Lancashire~~In full times employ:. in his Trade 2,500 to

8,000 hands, and has not turned off any considerable, proportion -

of them, as he is waiting the result of this inquiry." Stock in Fe- :

bruary, 1811 about £10,000. to £ 15,000. now nearly £50,000.,

bemg greater than it ever was before-(217), and is very fast in--

creasing. About one half his Cotton manufacture is for America;

less than a fourth for the home market, .and the remainder
for- the - Brazlls, Spam, and Portugal. - Price of: Manufactur- _
ing Cottons per piece, (called Blackburn ‘Supers) May, 1805,

6s. May, 1806, 6s. Nov. 1807, 5s. 6d. Dec. 1807,. 5s. -

~Jan. 1808, 4s. 6d. May, 1808, 4s.; when the people were

much distressed : and rioting. May, 1809, 4s.. March, 1810,
7s.- April, 6s. May, 1811, 4s.; now 4s. Gd ; .the advance oii

“account of the dlsposmon to riot, and the committee of masters
'recommendmg it (218). Prrce of Callcoes after Mr. Erskine’s
arrangement, 17s. o 18s. a ‘piece ; the same quality at present
‘11s. 6d. 5 a few months ago when there was an expectatlon of
* an opening to America, the price 13s. 6d. the price of cotton,
and’ the .wages being the same as now. If the market con-
* tinuesas bad asitis at present, shall dismiss 1,200 to 1,500 hands,
‘when the decision of the House is known about the Orders in
-Councﬂ Hls sxtuatlon with respect to - the- accumulatlon of
- stock, &c. 4 very common one with respect to many of his. neigh+
:bours. Motlves of humamty induce hxm to employ his work-

N
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(24)

d never knew distres§
been in- busmess 23’ years, an

fmmal tldatshe present. In 1800 and 1801, there was" distress OI;'
Fqcount of the high price of provrslons,- but none from Want o
E:ork (919) Exported a few \Voollens to South Amerrca to try

the manket, but lost 50 per cent. upon them, and two years in-

t est The bread of the poor manufacturers is gener?lly n;ladﬁ
er.
f meal at Rochda e, whic
m- Oatmeal (220), and the prlce o
f:s(:sd to be about 40s. per load of 240 pounds, is 1pow ’(7125“:)0?1(;;
'75 8s. or 10s. a week, and a

A Weaver can now earn

the’ pr1nc1pal food is oat-bread and- potatoes, he cannot no:v
support himself, his w1f'e and three children, Wlthout assist-

vers and many of thém have parochial aid, and a numberf" arz
’ * A'child of 10 years o ag

reheved by voluntary subscriptions. -

can ‘weave, but less than the father. : A female of 15 to 20 can

are at present bétter off than in the weaving (221) . Children

of 8 to 10, earn ls. to 1s. 6d. per week from 10 {to 12, 4s. }and
~ Bs. a week. : Weavers generally cannot find their children . shoes

and stockings: < Is quite convinced that if there was an open

trade Wlth America, there would be no want, with thel: Oﬂ:::
trade of the country (222). - Present wages pald to females e d,
ployed in spmnmg, 16s. to 205 aweek and Warpers, l4s; an |
18s. (223) ‘

Mr J OHN GRUNDY jun.. Woollen Manufacturer of Bury, :

Lancashzre —In: good times employs about '600 . ‘hands ; r(rlozv;.
employs about 530, having turned off 70 since ‘the latter ;:n 3
“last’ summer (218). - Rate of ‘wages reduced about 5 or.10 pe

cent., but the employment is also - reduced, so. that a weaver
24

who received in 1810 ‘a guinea a week, can now only earn llgillf
a guinea to.12s. - Stock very much mcreased, in January,

: 1t was 1,600, pieces, now 7,000, pieces, ‘worth. 20,0001, bemgda
greater stock than he ever had before. About one-half hrs trade

i§ for the American Market the other half for the: Home Trade,

d N

which is also much depressed (214), as he has not nowfan orn:: |

er a single plece of goods, which . never occurred before: slr -
he has: been in business... If no favorable change takes place,

ance from the paush. This is the general situation of the wea- -

hey
earn nearly as much as a man. : In the spinning concern they

- States of' Amerlca, When the trade is open
» of goods on hand, Whlch 1s the case with the

. the event of the Orders in | Co

, Amerlca,

'materxally, in consequence “of the non-im

bears to the general manufactory

(e
must turn - off* half' his’ present hands.

of hls stock on the' opening of the American Trade.

- orders of - people in a state of ' greater distress' than h

known before, during 21 , years that he+has - been in"business,

DlStI’ESS arising from- “scareity in 1800 and 1801
at present,’ because there was plenty of ‘work,
_ employmg his: present hands | s,

‘not .50 ‘great "as

‘and ‘motives of ‘charity
- compel h1m to- keep them on,’

.self (215)

o (7) Manclzester

A Mr. SHAKESPEAR PHILLIPS Merchant of Manckester--
Was exammed by the House four years ago upon the Orders in
Council. Is an exporter of manufactured goods to the Umted

manufaeturers in
veneral Has orders to ‘a very large amount to be Shlpped in

uncrl bemg rescmded (434) Has ‘
kmd which are now in Manchester '

if executed greatly reheve the dlstress of that place.
Read an 1mportant letter from hIS aﬁent,

no doubt that orders of thls
Would

an Enghshman, m‘
statmg that manufactorles are lncreasmg there very

portatlon system :
(mde Appendzx) (435) The state of the Workmen in Manches—

ter and the nexghbourhood is Very deplorab]e, they are deﬁc1ent

: m work, and. are Workmg at extremely low - wages (436) If the
, Amerlcan Trade was open,’

Would not fear’ the competltlon of

the Amerlcan manufacturers m the market as he concelves '

theym are only forced mto that measure
whlch he has made to South Amerlca have left a con51derable 4
loss Cannot state the proportron WhICll the Amerrcan Market -

_of _ Manchester and 1ts nelgh-s v'
RN

" Has' orders for one-thlrd -
‘The lower:r -
e has ever.} -

-The motive for |

that'many of *them have been- .
- ‘weavers for his father ‘these forty years, -

although rvery- 1nJur10us to hlm-v ;

Has a great stock -

Several adventures c
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~ and any country imposing such a duty cannot serrous y

E .'hlm they have not one-thlrd work About 2, 500 fustlan cutters

~.an addmonal duty on’ _
i especrally srlks, are sellmg very low in Amerrca There has ‘been

(26)

bourhood but from hrs general knowledge of . 1ts Vast mﬂuence

_upon the thanufacture in general ié convinced that the e:rports
;annually amount to an enormous sum. . Has- no- “doubt that" 1f
" e American:: Market was freely open, there would be full ems=

: ployment for:the labourmg manufactarers of Manchester: (43’7 ).

When the ' trade with America from France and this Country
EWere both open, did not experrence the ‘least competitionin .
7 thie Cotton- Manufactorres on the ‘part of France;: and has not -
-Vhe least apprehensron of any. "The present duty on Taw Cotton

in France being about 3s. a  pound, amounts to a prohrbltion H
1ntend

“to estabhsh any great manufacture (439)

Mr THOMAS WITHINGTON, Merchant, of Manclzcsterv-—a a

Stock of goods. 50,0001, the- whole for the Amerlcan market,

and 80,000l. of them are actually packed and cased for Ame— ¥

. Tricd,” and will go the very day there_ is an opem
’ Lwrltten orders fo ship them the day he hears of Amerlc havmg

‘ aken off her Non 1mportatron Act, or ‘the Orders in ‘Cou
mg repealed The manufacturers in general are makmg ser1 us

- complaints’; _many of them have a twelve month stock of g ods :

_on hand, and cannot dlspOSe of them (289) Prxce of goods m
Manchester was never 50, low as the latter end ot' last year, ani

o the begmnmg of thlS The lower orders ina state of great dlS- ;

“tress; _and in one lme, the poor people whom he empdoys a

in Manchester, WhO are about one-thrrd employed Was in
Umted States of Amerlca durmg the year 1810{ manufactures

. were mcreasmg, but dld not, bear any comparlson to the manu» '
' factures of this country (290) The Increase of manufactures
o was not much notrced till- the prohlbrtlon of 1mportat10n They
: make very good tW1st, and weave very good common goods, and

' make nall wares. If there was an open trade to Amerlca, would

fiot apprehend any danger from the competltlon ot‘ Amerlcan ,

' manufactures, uness. they Were to_do ‘that which’ the': talk of, lay
rtat %\t present'French goods,

(97)

‘a great 1mportatton of them since the Brrtrsh 1mportatron was
prevented . Asa practrcal man; s hould have ‘ne apprehenston

from competmon (291)

Prmte r

mg the last year, and now employs from 200 to 230, . who are at

full wages, but not full work.. Retams more ‘men than he bas
~ work for, and is thereby the loser (996) The houseés who were

engaged in the American trade in a state of great depressron 5

- believes the American trade took off one-third of the goods. The
prices of Calicoes for the last ﬁfteen months lower than they ever '
- were before. Consrderable distress, in- consequence ‘of the num- x

ber of hands turned out of employment -Has ‘shipped to' Heli-

) goland but the goods came back,. as: they could not be got into

: the Continent (297). - The trade last year ‘was not more than
one—thlrd what it had been upon the average. of two years pre-
o eedlng ‘His own trade is now less than 40,000L. per annum; and
- for the two preceding years: was more than 100,000l per anpum.
Ascrlbes the whole reduction of hls trade entlrely to the loss of .

the Amerlcan market (298)

Mr THOMAS CARDWELL Manuf‘acturer of Small Wares,
at Manckester —In 1800 employed upwards of 1, 000 hands ; now

_employs 500 One-fourth of the trade was for the Amerrcan mar-
* ket (282)..° -Stnall amounts are shipped to South Amerlca, and to

Brltxsh North Ameérica. In the home market, the demand has
vbeen tolerably good, the proﬁt very bare, since the Amerlcan
trade fell off' The 500 hands which tie now employs ‘are at short
work:. the wages.are consider ably réduced on some ar ticles, and

Coocdn one from 10d. to 6d. a yard. . The distress among the lower

orders greater than he ever knew it before. There is consider=

able emigration of workmén, (weaversand printers- of Cottons and

Calicaes) ‘ fo Ameuca, where they expect to be better\ employed

than in thls country’ (283). . Isinformed that ata cotton prmtmg
+ concern. estabhshed in the nelghbourhood of Phrladelphla, two

men \who Teft: th1s country, have in full employ thxrty of the mem

Mr. GEORGE PALFREYMAN Manufactnrer and. Cahco |
] ;of Manckestcr ~=His works.at Macclesfield, in Cheshlre. ,
. Used tq employ ‘about 700 hands, but has turned off many dur- e



- (28)
S - who Were apprentlces w1th them in this. .country. in, prlntmg w1th _
! . .xollers. . Is of opinion. that " if :the - manufacturers were. fully em- .

' {: B » _ would not emigrate. Attributes the falling off of thls trade, prm-
‘ ' ¢ipally. to the:loss of- the American market: (284) . Believes that ‘
- the four or five houses 1mmed1ately in_the same. trade as: ‘himself,
. have reduced their busmess in the same proportlon (285)... The

g .to 60 0001 to '70 000] a year (288)

Sk sMr J OSEPH WEIGHT Manufacturer and Buyer of Cotton \

-~ Goods,- at Manchester.—-—One concern which ke conducted. ém-
- ployed from 200, to 300 hands, which: are now -reduced to.20
- (276). In- many cases ‘the. manufacturers are -selling". goodsfor

case wnthln the last ‘year (2'77) ‘In ]806 and 180%;" from. the
- wages' glven, a- weaver.by the labour of three Weeks and -ahalf,
was able to buy a.load of flour. wewhlng 240 Ibs.. From the; pre-

: ‘Weeks for the same quantlty The weavers seldom, or perhaps in
- a, very few 1nstances, taste any kind of. meat,.but sub31st entlrely.
‘ « on what is made from oatmeal, and on potatoes (2'78) .The.ma-,
P , nufactures of Manchester in a state of great depressmn at pre—
: . serit (280). There has. been a reduction. in wages.as follows :

_ Sept." 1806, 14s. were. -paid ;. in.January- 1807, 12s.. and at’ pre-, :

! . .sent. only 8s. for the same article. - - The home market is. reduced:
B ‘ - ..in prlce, owmg to’ the loss of the Amerlcan trade (QSOL

ST

; tures to Amerxca (3821). - .Has. been, i in busmess 18 years, .and.in

B . present Stock: is about 50 ,000L. - ~During the. last two years, the

. 3 ,the Amerlcan trade fell 'oﬁ' the fall Jin the prme*of goods,‘and

1 ' ployed, and had plenty of work and wages in; this .country, they - -

';.'f Umbrellas and. Braces. sent from Manchester to Amerloa, amount .

iR - Tess than thie, prime cost, which has been more partlcularly the

. sent rate of wages and - price. of - pl'OVlSlons, he: must work ten’

NRTEEI | Mr TIMOTHY WIGGIN a General Exporter of Manufac-:;

. 1810 his export was 100,0001.: “InJ. anuary 1811, shlpped :nearly ’
g '70 ;0001. Has since. shlpped nothmg to, the United States, but his . .

g artlcle ‘of Nankeen has been a]most totally omltted in his! orders v
_ a smaller. quantity- of Cotton ; Shlrtmg has. also ‘been ; Wanted _
S oin consequence of - goods of that. description. bemg manufacturedl L
._'. in or;near the place to. which he ,exported them: (322) .Since -

(99)

~in the rate of exchange, has enabled him to obtam nearly double
the quantity of such goqds: as:he. has chosen to purchase, for the .
. same number of dollars invested i in exchange on London. The -
, exchange betwen America. and: England, in.common- <times, 'sel-
~dom varied. more -than 5 per. cent. above.or. below par. t:was ;
‘high. dnrmO' the-embargo, and is now 21% per cent. agamst this
country (323)., French. manufactures are. plentlful and selling !
. dow in America. ., ..The. mcreased  price of msurance within, the
;. last two or. thre ee years, upon, produce gomg from;Amerlca to
: '; - France, would make a,penny.a. -pound upon_ the, prlce of . sugar,
‘ somethmg less ,upon.a pound of cotton, and: ashes 4s. 6d ,a hun-
. dred Welght (325) The manufacture of Hats almost excludes the
‘ Jmportatlon of Bntlsh Hats (828) The extra ‘tonnage duty pald
.. by British. ships i in Amerlca is: the same as is paid in this country '

by American. .ships. . Higher dutles are paid, in America on ‘goods

- ing Brltlsh than in Amerlcan ships (329) And in. Bl‘ltlsl’l _ports

~ there is a_ dlﬁ'erence of .duty in, favour of. goods 1mported in
Brmsh shlps, and in the .article of cotton, that, dxH‘elence isa
..penny a pound Salt in Amerlca, 1mported from Great Brltam, ’
¢ pays.no- duty, either in -American or. British ShlpS (830) The
iy prxme cost of bowed cotton in Amerlca is 4d. to 5%d. per pound

. the frelght and insurance .in - Bordeaux would make it 9d. a

pound So that cotton mlght be dehvered in Bordeaux at about

- 9d. a pound, exclusive of the: «duties in France. This quality ofcot-
..ton has been lately sold in, Liverpool at 14d. to. 16d Brltlsh ma-
nufactured .goods are selling rather dear i in, Amerlca, and French -
' '_manufactured ‘goods. cheap .being of a dlﬁ'erent descrlpuon,
- they, do not interfere (331). - The, means; of makmg lnsurance
. are very, good in the great. towns of Amernca does' not know of
.- any one -loss- w1th them, in the course of hls busmess, would
. trust them much sooner. than  Lloyd’s,. and puts them on a par.
© with the insurance- companies hee. Cotton 1mported mto this
. country from Amenca, exclusive, of duty, would cost 7d. a pound
- and 9d. in France. exclusive of. duty (332).-. Concewes lt would
_not be ;possible, to- substltute French manufactures for Enghsh in
§ ‘Amerlca (333). The French,goods used _in the Umted States .
: 'v;are of a dlfferent klnd from those manufactured in Great Brltam. i




of Wages inore’ than oniesh:

( 30 )

( ) Stoc/rport

The populatlon ‘of Stockport is upwards of - 20,000 5 “the’ nexgh-
l bourmg' vxllages and hamlets abouttQO 000 more, and about
l three—fourths of the whole are employed iiv the cotton concern.

! The trade beO'an ‘to fall of‘f about the begmningof 1811:' and for |
nths hid 'beén in a very low state in A" 2

(266) ; but vanes in dlﬁ‘erent branches 3 m s«ame cases where

- 94s.’or 25s were gwen, only 95, or lOs are now grven “and 1:’; -
‘othiers 85 ‘are now given. i 1nstead of 2453 “Rate of wages reduce .
bout 15 per cent. besules the reductlon in employment Mahy :

weavers ‘have gone out’ of" the tlade, they have ‘been: 80 poorly

aud (26'7 480) “The home trade has dummshed a5 wellas the

forelgn trade A number of houses’ ‘Have stopped and turned. off
thelr hands, and those that have not done-so” have rediced -the
employment of their people to° elght ‘Tours in’ aday. A great

stock of goods accumulated many stockéhave been sacnﬁCed to

a very: conslderable Toss’ (269) Two mstalments are pald ‘of the

loan of Exchequer "Bills, and the” manufacturers must ‘sacrifice

theip stocks to'pay t thé: t'emamder, prov1ded ai openmg does ot
take place The manufacturels he was conéérnied with will 'keep
“on then' hands as long ‘as they can;! for ithe sake’ “of -préserving
peace m the cou’ntry, for' the: co\mtry is in a Vel‘y dxsturbed ‘state
indeed. Has known the trade for: tlnrty yeals, ‘but-has never

known dlstress at all equal to the present ‘both;as it respects i
' the masters and then'- okaen Before 1807, made goods for
' Slupped goods to ‘South’ America, to

mark .-
:l: :dgzz?ﬁom., and after three years Joss of mterest, got
a return of only one-half The ‘poor’ people lwe in cottages,
'and have been unable, smce 1811, to pay any rent T halv;
« gone to my own tenants toask them ‘to pay thexr rents, an

.« have seen them sxt down to dmner oﬂ' a d)sh of meal and -

Mr JEREMIAH ’.BURY Cotton Manufacturer ot‘ Stockpo:t-m

- 31»._ ) ‘ ‘
-¢1porridge; . as they call: it in Lancashlre, meal: and water before
«.them ; and"I have gone away without_ askmg them for rent.. |
© «.Potatoes are so-dear they cannot buy, them”, (270)..
that if there was, an_opening to; Amerlca, there would ‘be a suf- ]
fieient market. for the goods. | When the gontinental market was
lost; there was the Amerlcan trade to depend upon ;. and thls be- ,
ing.now lost, there is no:trade to depend upon (272), . If the,
Orders in: Councxl cause the difference with America, they are
the cause of the want of trade for the shutting up of that trade
has: been the cause. of our 1mmed1ate dlstress (273)

Mr J OHN BENTLEY Muslm Manuf'acturer, of chkport
Used to employ 400. t0.500 hands ;. now employs 350, Has been:
‘in- trade thirty years, and. never knew it so, depressed or the
poor as:badly off as they are. at present. . Wages about 15 per

cent. lower than they were 18 months ago. - His stock is greater .
than it ever Was ‘before, havmg cost upwards of 20, 0001 (2'73),f
and’ bemg ten tines as great as it is in ordinary times, Potatoes

Were two ) years ago.7s..to 8s..a load of 240lbs. and are now 14s.

-and 15s. per ] load ‘The lower classes live prmclpally on oatmeal

-and: potatoes, and.a little milk. _Qatmeal is about ‘a third, higher

“than it was.two years :ago, and flour.double the price. - The rates
paid to weavers for. makmg a.piéce of Cambric, have varied as

~ follows :~—in 1802, 25s. 5 1803, 19s.; 1804, 15s.5. 1805, 18s,;
1808, '13s.5 .1807,.18s.3 1808, 12s.; 1809, 13s.; 1810 12, :
“1811,710s.3 1812, 10s.-1f no. favourable, change takes place,

must tarn off a great. many ‘hands. Before the last e:ghteen

- months, ‘sold one-half of his goods to merchants for shipment,,

g principally ‘Ameriean. merchants (275). The forelgn market
- has ‘been stopped since the’ stoppage of_the intercourse with the «
- Unitéd Statesi'of - America, so: that he believes a very great pof~

- tion of the rroods for. the foreign market were for the Umted _
'States of Amerlca (2'76)

e

————————
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(9) Bolton in the Moors. :

e o

Mr. JOHN WOOD Cotton Manufacturer and Spmner of

Beheves, o




* the 'rents.’

(39)

'Bolton-zn-tke-Moors.-—The townshlp of Bolton contains’ 23 000> -
persons, ‘of 'whom- 10,000 are’ engaged ‘in’ “the | Cotton Trade.”
. Gréat numbers of men " have been: turned-“off w1thm the last' 18"
months, cons1derable numbers are: kept on" in" the hope of ai+

- . favourable change in"the trade’; ; but if: such: change does not«
; happen, many more mMust be- turned off ‘spéedily: . The: lower d

orders in . Bolton in" a most wretched ‘staté (223) sttless of: -

1800 and 1801 riot: equal to the present as there was'then plenty’ -

Oatmeal and potatoes ‘thei =

prmmpal food of ‘the: pqor ‘at Bolton, &f ~which. they have hadaa*

e Strangers who have been former

of work ‘and * wages were" double. -

very short allowance of late
<& mhabltants of ! Bolton and ‘have’ left the town, but-who. have

10s. to 12s. but most ‘of * thém®only - 8s: to 10s: (224). - « There'is. a

general stagnatlon in’ all~husiness at Bolton, especially. the [Cot~ -
ton: BllSl'ﬂCSS, ‘and‘a’great: difficulty in letting: buildings and;pre~- »
- The:.workmen: live’ chiefly in - ‘cot:.:
tages, - and the’ landlords ‘have - excessive difficulty in. collecting -
iThe: -poor very: much- in : want . of ~clothing :(225). .-
Sells the twist 'which he: manufactures 'to: houses in-Blackburn; -
. who' sell: great quantrtles of - goods to persons tradmg to‘Amea "
' rwa(%%) Lo L T s

“mises  for- manufactures

W)
.
| —ce———

(10) szdermznsfcf i

/, .

hIr.',:HERBERT BROOM, Carpet Manufacturer at szdcr-; o

< geér the lower’ orders ‘within- these few montlis) ‘haver expressed‘ ’
' their horror at:the general dlstress of ~the town, <the- general
« yyant of $pirit ini ‘the manufacturers to’ employ the: poor, and: :;t
¢ the treneral state of dlstress of the’ poor.” There: has been one:,
Jappearance of a notous dlspOSlthH “but. s0 long as' the wages' -
of the workmen’ were pretty good,: and: their: employment con= .
stant, they were very peaceable : From May. 1807:to May 1808; -
"~ 328 families were relieved,: and the poor. rates.-were:29351.7 “Fromy: -+
1811 to" 1812, ‘565 familjes were Ttelieved, -and-the poor-rates’
upwards of 5000I:: and i this has " not been efficient reliefii - Ani- -
active good weaver ‘used: to/get; in’good times,: 30s./a. week,: now: .

-the Carpet Trade, but 2,400 would be employed if the trade was

(33)

minsteri-< Fou - years ‘ago- employed 650 {0 760: hahds, tiow - ;

employs froin- 350-to 370, began' to-reduce the: nuifibét in: 1811,
and:has - been - reducmg thém “ever: sirice, .

tains, so that ‘a man with a famlly, who formerly gamed as
much as 30s. a week, now gains 17s, 18s. or 20s. and
single man about one-half. . Has a greater stock of goods than
he ever had before, and the prlces 50 reduced, that he sellsto a -
considerable loss, and if the present state of things contlnues,
he” Wlll not employ the reduced number “of hdnds he’ Has at
prESent Distress among the lower orders greater than it ever '

was. before‘ The pawnbrokers have refused to. cont‘lnue their .~

advances, because they have pledged t6 the full amount of thelr ‘
money in trade (l 19) The great dlstress in Klddermmster was
felt after the stoppage of the Amerlcan Tr ade,’ ‘and hias coni~

tlnued to increase ; if that trade was opened it would mater lally T
The home trade consxderably Iess than 1t was..
(121) Orders for Amer1ca would be glven “him to-morrow, S
if that market was open (122), and in th1s case he should “ern”

1eheve the town

ploy the number of men Wthh he dxd two yeans ago (19:1)

Mr RICHARD WATSON Calpet Manufacturer, szde)— -
,mmster —Used to employ 120 to 130° hands, and has now only g
‘60 or 70, and these have not full employment

The " Tiome |
trade fallen oﬁ‘ and he has found it rmpossrble to keep it up (112)
In many instances a famlly does not get half'its former earmngs
The rade bemg overstocked the’ manufacturers are sellmg for
what | prlce they can obtain, and at a loss The poor ‘rates ‘ad< -

vanced (1 13) The dlstress beyond conceptlon The pawnbrokers ! :
1nform him they. have expended their whole fund, and that niohé || -
. of the articles pledged are redeemed “The populatlon of Kid:

derminster 8,038 persons. About’ l 200 persoiis” employed in’

in the sfate it -was some. years back (114). Carpets weré ex~'
ported to the United States of America (115).”

- vinced there would be no rellef' would 1mmed1ately tum “off J"

A ve‘ry sconsiders .~
able proportion of . the manufacture has." beenfor Amenea s
»,.(118) Has reduced the employment of the men he now re-

If he was con— -

. twenty more hands as ‘the loss i m manufactunnfr the article is $o0 -

F~‘



( .34 D)

great, that he should not, cons1der himself Justxﬁed in makmg it

a at-the. present prices (116). Trade has - generally- been good

when the Amerrcan intercourse was free and. open, and it has
never been %0 bad as since February 1811 (1 1‘7)

(1 l) Lezcester o

f Mr THOMAS LEACH Manuf’acturet of' HOSleI‘y ‘at Lei-
cester. —Ina good state of trade the numbe1 of persons enwaged
. in thls manufacture m the town and county of Lelcestel, is
“about 20 000 or 21 000 In 18]0 hls own trade employed
about 400 hands Has been turmng them off ever since the
stoppage of the Amerlcan Trade, X 'md now employs rather
more than 300 (17‘7) Warehouses in general are stocked with
~0"oods, and the general behef of the master manufacturels is
that they must turn off their men, unleSs the Ame1 ican trade is
:opened The Ameucan Trade is ﬁve-sxxths,, or perhaps seven-
eighths of the foreign trade of Le1ceste1 " The Home Trade ‘does
ot yield half its’ former profit. Stock of goods 10,0001, A
shipment to South Amerlca, made in consequence of the 10ss of
- the market of the Umted States, ]eft a loss of more than 20 per
‘ ‘cent (178) Shlpments to Brltlsh Amerlca have not succeeded
N would take oﬁ' hls whole stock on hand provnded the Orders m
Councrl were rescmded (179) Read a letter from’ lns corre-

......

' spondents in Amerxca, directing hlm to shxp goods When the

» Orders in Councnl are removed (181) The market of ‘the

:fUmted States a very 1mprov1ng one, the payments much im-
’ ploved and very good latterly. The demand for the Contment
of, Europe mconmderable (183)

) \VILLIAM DRAYTON Stocklng Manufacturer of
i Lelcester H1s trade about one—thlrd fox the Amel ican Market,

and two thnds for the Home Market When "the trade was
good employed 580 hands, now employs 400 The reductron <

—

(35 )

’owmg o the Toss of the Américan Market Stock Very “fnuich

accumiilatedin 1811 and 1812. A great number of orders on'

hand for Amerlca, to be slnpped on the rescmdmg of the Orders_

in Councrl Por -an- accommodatlon between’ the’ governments

(184). " Read letters t6 that effect. - The home trade niuch des
'pressed ‘and the proﬁt con51derably lowered (185) Has trled s
the market of South: Ainérica, ‘and recelved only 11s. 6d:in the <
- pound. - ‘If the present mte’rruptron of the malket of the Umted ;
“His stock of'
goods greater than 1t ‘éver was in- Hig’ remembrance, and ‘thiat of
his neighbours i is mcreasmg and absorbing’ their capltal If there :
,was an’ open trade to Amerlca, ‘the dlstresses of the manufac-
turers of Leicester and the nexghbourhood Would be 1emoved o

States eontmues, cannot employ his present hands

(190)

(12) Hznc/fley, Lezcestersizzre

Mr. THOMAS SHORT Manufacturer of Hosxery at Hmcquy,

én Leicestershire.—The- total number of persons, employed in-this
marufacture at le ckley, and:thé adjoining: vxllages, nearly 3,000,

’about one—thlrd to: one-fourth-ofthe manufacture is for the Amerr-

can market, and the valite: dbout 30, OOOl per annum’ (190)

good. times,employs: upwards: 'of 200 hands, now employs about
two- thii rdsythe number, In consequence of the'lodsiof: the: Ame-
rican market the Manufacturers generally state they must: turnv
off one=half of their hands; if the demand is not greater than: at
present Twelve to-fourteen: hundred: persons now unemployed
(191) _The Home Trade is much’ injured: by the’ competltlon of

persons. formerly in the Forexgn Trade, and 1t now’ aﬁords no

proﬁt (fl 92)

(13) Warwzc/r |

Mr J OHN PARKES Worsted Manufacturer, of Warwzck——

Alziottt s1xteen months ago employed 600 hands, now employs
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500,.(192)., chumulatton of: stock .greater - than at-nany -
- _former perlod - although . the- hours -of” work. are - reduced
- Redueuop of employment about . one-third. (193).. . Wages.
. .of marr1ed women, .and. w1dows wtth chlldlen, in. a particular

branch of the manufacture, reduced.. from 6s. 7s. and Ss: per
1.y week to two: -shilljngs. Attubutes the,,whole loss: of his trade

entlrely to. the want.of the ‘American market. - If the present

;stagnatlon of trade .continues, must exther dlscharge his work-

men or. ﬁnd -money t tlll there isa trade. opened “ but 'when.pro-

=i yisio 3 are SO, dear,,(and we .see our. work-people, who Jhave
« heen with us for s0.many years,.. and are faithful to us, want-
“f ing | food, itis a. very pamful thmg, 1ndeed 1o thmk of dls-f :

# charglng them” (195)

(14) T/ze Glass Trade

fM;g THOMAS HOLT’ “of- Lwcrpool Proprletor of' Glass

,.V,Works at- Warrlngton (291) for. the manufacture of Flint' Glass .

. and: Window  Glass: —+-Employs 130 hands; all either artlcled S6r- |
. vants or apprentlces s The: market*very conslderably dlmlmshed )
- since the_end.of: 1810 .- About. two-thirds: ‘of ‘his manuf’acture was

for, the- Amerxcan market, the- remamder for- the: West Indies

- _and the Brltxsh settlements‘in: Amerlca "The : ‘trade ! 'to Canada'
. has been an mcreasmg trade, but not ‘toai: great extent s1nce'k

- the American market fell off: . The home ‘trade’ has" Afallen* off
S cons1derably within . the last three for four months, Whlch he as-
. ...eribes ito- a;.great number  of .j persons not :being ‘able ' to buy
.glass:who . formerly did. (292) :There ‘are glass. manufactones in

- America, and duties on the 1mportatlon of foreign glaés § -biit al-

though these duties have existed for some years, the exporta-

- tion of glass to the Umted States has been continually i increasing,

- The Americans import glass from Holland cons1derab]y cheaper,
‘but very inferior in quallty to " ours' (293), ‘There would be a

' dlfﬁculty in tralmng glass-makers in. Amer;ca, as;they generally
' serve from seven to mne )ears. Is under no apprehenslons that lf '

e toaproﬁt (479) S

o )

e the trade to-America ‘was again opened, and the dutles the satne as’
-~they,were before the -stoppage; but- that his manufacturt es'would
. rgo-off zas. usual :because :in . the -year.. 1810 the: demand for'
o Amemca took oﬁ‘ xall the glass they could make (294)

(15) SaltWor/rsqu/zeskzre -

Mr WM. OKILL —The ‘American market takes oﬁ' a great )
deal of salt when it is open. ' Supposes in the year 1810, it todk

- 40,000 to 50,000 tons, . A great many hands have been dis-

charged in the trade, namely, boilers, pansmen, llghtermen, and

. labourers, of all- descrlptlons ‘The stocks are very: ‘heavy, and the

manufacturers are selling toa loss. The salt works consume up-
Wards of L)O 000 tons: of coals annually Unless, there, comes a
fresh demand for salt the coal . propnetors must dismiss - their

men, because they have not a consumptlon, ‘except -in. the salt
‘ trade, In 1810 there Was a very great demand for salt,Nind . some

vessels from Amerrca went without _cargoes in ‘consequence

.of the greatness of the demand ‘lhere is.an. export of salt to
, .the North .of Europe under license, and if they ] had the Ameri-

can market in addition, they would ‘be. able to carry ‘on bus;mess'

(16) LGen Trade of Scotland

Mr WALTER FERGUS-—Extenswely engaged in the' Lmen'
Trade of Scotland for upwards.of thirty years., The; manufac-
ture, is. carrled on, to a.considerable extent in Fiféshire; and the

- nelghbourmg dlstrlcts of Scotland. . 1t began to decline :in; the
. year 1808; and declmed perlodlcally 4ill;1809. - It revived ‘again Lo
in 1810 and smce that time has failed.very; much mdeed (475) ol

Has never known the trade s0.low, as at present: There are some-

. people, not many,,thrown out of employment The government
contract for a specxes of lmen llke Russ1a duck serves to em-
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: deplorable state (299). -

(38 )

ploy a part of them; "Som’e of the workmen are, engaged at di-
minished work and lower . wages. - The stock ‘on hand has accu-

- mulated .very considerably. - From the best of his knowledge,'
* one half of the manufacture goes to the United States, but this is
. now entirely stopped In- good times employed 500 weavers,
~‘but since the year 1809, has been obliged-to turn off 360 of
them. In the different districts of Scotland, the distress is con-
'é 7328 /f }sxderable, arising - from dlmlmshed manufacture jand low wages.

(476)

om s,

Mr JOHN HONYMAN Churchwarden of the Parish of sztal :

Fields.—The Looms employed in’ the manufacture of Spltal
erlds, about 17,000 to 20,000; and about 5, 000" of' them are i

 the parlsh of ‘Spital - Fields, where “at least one-half of thie

weavers are out of employ ment, ‘and- the lower orders in a most
' "More: than one’ mstam:e ‘has occurred
where ‘they have died llterally for ‘want. Soup dlstrlbuted is

about 3,000 to- 4,000 quarts a day ‘Has dlsmlssed a consider- .
~able number of hls hands, who were employed in the Silk Trade :

The light' Silks of Spital” Flelds sell in 'America ; of‘ other sorts,
the French are cheaper ‘than ours (301).

siderable quantity of goods there ; has in the course of some

years, manufactured goods for the Amerxcan market principally

of the slight quality. - Within- these two years there has been no
trade to America, and therefore he was obliged to turn off his
hands: employed for: that partlcular trade;” if the trade was
opened again, has no. hesitation: in saying" those very artlcles
. would: find: sale: there 3 and: he would take back the hands tie
. has:dismissed; which he beheves is" the: case w1th othels in-the
same line ds himself (301): In October last, he purchased Po-
tatoes for-the Workhouse at 31, 10s: per tofi-; “withiin‘the last'six
weeks,. they have been ‘selling' in® Spltal Fields' Market at 121, 181

- and: 1431. afton,(302)* Persons Who have dled for want, have

If the Americai ‘
~Trade was open, there wouldbe an opportumty of sending a con-

' Couneﬂ bemg rescmded (478)

{ 89 )

applied for, and obtained rehef but they were too far gone be-
fore they made application 3 “has “uniformly found that the in-

- dustrlous poor W1ll never apply for relief till the very last ex-

tremity (303.) . Beheves that more _than a fifth of the Silk ma-
nufactured in Spital Fields went:to Amerlca, and that more than
one- -third.of his own manufacture, for seven years, was for the

e Amerlcan market (304) The want of an adequate supply of -

raw. Sllk has been one great cause of the Want of employ, and
consequent dlstress of the manufacturers (305)

. Mr WILLIA°M I-IALE m the Sllk Trade, and Treasurer of

' the Parxsh of sztal cmlds ——Conﬁrmed the. precedmg ev1dence

of the great dlstress experlenced by the Weavers, and other
labourmg classes resrdlng in Spltal Flelds (309) '

_‘ Mr GEORGE STEVENSON, m the Sllk Tn ade of sztal

Fields. —Formerly employed about 150 to 200 Weavexs in Lon-

don, whlch are now reduced about one-half' and about 120 at

Readmg, now reduced to 90 or. 100 Manufactured to the ex-

- tent of about. 50, 0001 in a year, of whlch 6, OOOI to 8 OOOl was

for Amerlca (316) 5 and these goods employed a greater num-
ber of hands in proportxon 1o the value, than other articles.

vTrade in general has f'allen off If the trade to America was

' .open it Would be a. relxef as he is. mfmmed by Merchants they
' have orders, if they could shlp (31 9) '

| "(148)1'- Cloth Maanacture of tke West qf England

Mr SAMUEL WOODS of London ——Engaged in the sale of

'the Cloths of Gloucestershlre, Wlltshlre and: Somersetshlre The
~amount of these goods. annually sent” from London to the

Umted States of Amerlca was 500 ,0001. to 700 000] Untll the
Orders in Councxl were la1d the demand for Amerxca was re—

gularly mcreasmg, and [t had become a very good mar- :
‘ket, ‘and the pay good (477) Has orders for Amernca to the

amount of 15 000L. "to 20, 0001 to be shxpped on the Orders in-
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2 COMMERCE

Lwerpool

Mr. JOSEPH BROOKS YATES Merchant Lwerpool--
Engaged almost altogether in the Jamaica trade.’ Is secretary of
a charity formed to relleve the poor durmg the’ present hlgh
price of provisions; - a temporary society. - The number ‘of
poor has greatly increased during the last ‘winter over what they

were in the winter of 1808 ‘and’ 1809.” Tn" visiting them Tast

winter, foind ‘them in very great distress mdeed and those per—
sons ‘who appeared to be suffering were not only casual persons
of the very lowest descrlptlon, but ‘great ‘nuifbers of thém were

regular, skilful, able bodied mechanics. In the hook which he -
took round with hlm, in v1s1t1ng his dwxsmn of the town in No-
vember last there were 47 cases, of Whlch 30 were . in dlstress '

from want of work. A larger division stood’as follows ; out of”
170 famllles, 103 were in’ distress from want of employment

(875). “In nine weeks, in the winter of 1812 there was ex-
pended 2,393l 4s. which was dlstrlbuted to 1.),985 petsons (3'76) .

Never recollects an equal number of persons: out of employment
Theré has been” some increase of employment durmg ‘the last

three’ weeks'; ~understanids’ from 40 to 50 Sl’llps have unexpect— '

edly arrlved ﬁom America (377) The cause of their coming

was, no doubt the apprehension in America of an embargo. Con- -

siders this arrival as merely temporary The rent of warehouses in
Liverpool, in his’ estimation, decreased from one-thlrd to’ one-

half; the rent of -dwelling houses very consxderably, but not to-
the same dewree "There has been a great glut of coff'ee, sugar, .

and other West Indla artlcles thch are usually expm ted. The

price of coﬁ'ee has progresswely lowered for the last f'our years.'

Is himself a consulerable 1mporter of coﬁ’ee 5 is compelled to re-

celve it, for unfortunately he has advanced money on the mort- o

gag‘e of coﬂ'ee éstates. . Has declmed extendmg his busmess in

 that hne, and has Tefused to advance money on coﬁ'ee, because'

it wis not worth freight aud charges (378) _Has no doub} that

if the prices of coffee do- not mend; ‘all the - coﬁ'ee planters"

in the Bntlsh West Indnes must be completely ‘ruined.
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, Ver 'y great quantltles of forexgn West Indla coﬁ'ee htve come into
this country. The trade of Livérpool has been unprecedentedly.
, distressed during the last eighteen months. : Never knew so ..
4 many fallures in the same space of time, nor:so many capltahsts ‘
v declme busmess, or fall off in_ thelr capital (379) |
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Ezgkt prmczpal : " Constant Mcn R ﬂ
. Master Porters.: 1810, 181].- fa 1812‘ 4, -
James Green andCo. = - ,f 45 9y 15 .
. _John ‘Haselden and Cb - . "\“84 : 40 25 o
Richard Gough and Co -"-—" 97 850 1;3" ST
| '%.dwardAppleton - -T-s-36 20 . 12
“Roberts - «--c- - .- 1270 8. 6
Atkinson. . ¥ - -~ -7 s - 20 10 3.’ .
Mariner - '~ v .= - =20 i 12 L
- Ashton»-»v-f .- -.:‘_-N. .90 12 ':, 4
354 . . ;*7;71 s (e8n)

Consrderable quantltles of lumber and plovmons supphed by

- America to the ‘West India Islands ; the lumber qulte essential,
" and the supply of American_staves 1nd1spensable .(382)., -Pre-
B sumes the 1mmedrate cause of our excluswn from the Contment

is the French décrees (383) The fallures in leerpool have been
puncrpally occasmned by the non-intercourse with the United

~ States of America.. qeveral attr ibutable to unfortunate specula-
txons to South Amerma (384). ‘Does not suppose the compara- -

twely small increase of the poor rates by any means a fair cri-

* terion by which to judge of the distress in the town, because the

numbe1 of. strangers in it (not.entitled to parish relief )} is great
heyond that of any other place by far (389). The rates .of

~West Indla frexght lower ‘than they were twelve or fourteen:
_years ago, although the expenses of ﬁttmO“ out shlps are very'

materrally mcreased (893)." The shlp ‘owners. of Lwerpool are

“making no’ ‘money at all. * Ts a’ conslderable ship owner himself .

(894).' The saleable'value ‘of slnps at Lwerpool reduced as much

a5 20 per cent lowex than 1t was two years ago (898)

: PRI Vol

e famxhes consxsted of 443 persons :39 of thxs number ‘were in
“ full woxk ~and eamed upon the average 155‘ 8d. per week per

[

s . ,
» : . T ',

Mr THOMAS HOLT,——-—“ .In October last, I was desned by

b the Socxety for: bette:mg the Condition, of .the: Poor at Liver-
o pool to mspect a district of that town ;. 1 1nspected 140 cel-
§ « lars and back Touses contammg 87 miarried persons, _whose

- < families. were: relieved on: ithe first: dls’rrlbutlon ‘by-the Somety 3
e per week, and 42 more, conslstmg of' 119 persons, ‘received

-« 1s. per. Week At a subsequent period, 15 more of. those en- || -

‘;“ greater. part: of them: were- in- full health and genel ally labo-
wmous(292) SO .; .; ST B '

( 43 y

« family 5 78 more of them were partly employed and thelrg ~

“ average: earnings were 4s. 6dL.; 23 more’ were totally ‘un- §
“ employed ; ‘of the 120 which - were entered in- my book, i3

6618 of'those: famllles, eonslstmg ‘of 68 persons, received Qs. per
! Week 16 more of them, conslstmg of 67 persons, 1ece1ved 1s. 6d

« tered into my book were relieved, and 30 more who were |
“« not entered into the book, but apphed personally afterwards,’
“ were . relxeved” Some: of the persons who ‘were out of em-’
ployment were not-in- ‘health ‘and - capable of wokag‘, but the'a

. J OHN RICHARDQON Ameru,an Commlsslon Mer»

: chant “of “Liverpool. ——-Flve years ‘ago employed 11 clerks one’

would do the whole " busmess he has had for the last twelve

: months Has had nine ships: 'under hlS care-at ‘one time:x Now |
-has net one; “but-is’ satlsﬁed that if the Orders in Councﬂ were
‘repealed’ e should have.a* great many.. Has-a crreater stockof -

goods for shlpment lying inhis warehouse than- he.i ever had be-’ ‘

fore (4‘25) The Company of Carters in- leerpool in: 1806 re-:

ceived for 120 carts 19,5561, 12s. 6d. ;- in 1807,18, 221..13s. ad ‘
1808 15,7221 0s. 11d.; .3 in 1809, for 140 Carts, 25 8551, lls in
1810 for 140 "Carts, - 29,7191.- 17s. 8d “ine 1811 ‘not more

. than 20,000l .- From: the 1. January. to " l May: of the present
- “year, by 140 Carts, -did fot _exceed. 4000] ~In: 18’11 made -two
‘shipments to British Amerlca, amountmg to: 500001 ;2and by

the last-accounts the greatest part of the goods mtended for the

‘Unlted States, ,was: still in - New Brunswrck CA cargo of-
~ 60,0001 shipped: to. Amelia Island; mot:a packave of which has
. yet been unladen from the. ship: “From a conversation with two.
- of the most- 1espectable houses- in leerpool beheves that goods"
~ to-the: value: of a- million - sterling are lying- there ready tobe’

shipped-on- the removal of .the Orders in ' Council: (426) - Has™

* lived in -Liverpool 11 years, and:thinks the: trade -and, the sxtua-'
~tion of the! merchants were- never./so bad as at. present. Many

syt
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of the  poorer orders out of employment. In entermg free
. 'goods . at- the: -Custom . House “for exportatxon, ithe lnsertlon is

merely nominal 3 there is no value attached to it, and the num-
“ber of - pleces is merely nominal or put at random, - Trade has
fallen off, parucu]arly since Febluaxy 1811.. Immedlately after
Mx FErskine’s arrangement it was very good in leerpool At-

_tributes the -distress in Lwerpoolpnnmpal]y to the want of Ame-

rlcan Trade (427)

Mr WILLIAM RATHBON]: \/Ierchant of Lwerpool son of

' the ]ate Mr. Ra;hbone who was exammed four years.ago. - Has

on hand’ upwards of 2,000 packaO*es of goods ready for the Ame-

'rlcan Market, - (428), . the- value at a moderate computatlon,

1200,0001. ; and they would be shlpped prov1ded the .Orders in.
Councﬂ of’ 1809 and 1807 were repealed (434)

Mr '\VILLIAM ALEXANDER BROWN Merchant of

- Lzaajpool —+Has . on ‘hand about 600 packages of Hardware,
- Cahcoes, Muslms, and avarlety of other articles - destined . for-
‘Ba]tlmore and ‘some for. Phxlade]phla, of the valye of about'
~ 100,000l - wHich | would be shlpped as soon as the Orders in.

Councﬂ are 1epealed (295). : Read letters from hig correspon-

o dentsin America respectmg the shlpment of goods in'the event
- of the Orders in Councﬂ bemg repealed (294)

Mr THOMAS THORNELY Merohant of Lwerpool trad-
Cing. chleﬂy to the Umted States of Arnerlcd, partner, ‘of Mr.:
" Martin; who was examined four years ago upon'the subject of”
-the Orders in Council,” Was in Amenca from 1805 to. July :
e 1810 (844). . The merchants of Lwerpool are very much without- E
s employment, and the labommg poor very much distressed.; the*
. distress never so great in his remembrance Sxxteen thousand

persons ‘were, in one week, reheved from-a fund ralsed by vo-.
luntary contributions,’ mdependent]y of: parochlal rehef “The

“namber of - Amerlean shlps cleared out at Lwerpool was 336

from the st J une to 3lst’ December 1809 ;. 53 from 1st J anuary

“to 80 Jine 1610; 849 from 17 July. to- 81st December 1810 ;
s 136 ﬁom lst January to 30th June 1811; 90 from Ist. Ju]y to

- dix)
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- 3131: December 1811; and 54 ﬁ'om lst January to ‘25th AprlI
‘ 181% "These ships’ formerly carried back to America very valu-"

able artlcles, and lately only :sand ‘and pavmg stones.

flour and other provxsxons mlght

be drawn from’ Amerlca ; bds béen in several parts where: wheat : :
" might be’ purchased at half a do]lal, or 2s. 3d.-a ‘bushel (349),
- and the M1s51351ppx is'a new source f'rom whence flour

mlght be
procured. ' Believes that if thc 1ntercourse with

injure the rising | manuf‘actuxes of

with® the mcn easmg

RS recelved the
that

“Sevéral
cargoes were shipped from Lwerpool to Amelia’ Island last year, '

' in the hOpe of ‘the Non-Importatmn Act being taken off, and'of’
those cargoes bemg immediately admitted..  Read a 1etter' from*
~ the ‘owner of an American ship whlch loaded at: Lwerpool ‘with
" goods for. Ameha Ialand (See Appendxx) Shlpped goods to Ca- -
~ nada " last - year, becauae ‘the prohlbltlon had- taken ‘place in:
‘ Amerlca, and it was expected the- goods armvmg in' ‘Canada’
“woild be the first in the market if the prohlbmon was: taken oﬁ'\
o {Read a letter from Montrea] for ‘which see Appendlx)
“ordinary tlmes, the exchange of Amerlca upon FnO'Iand did- not'
~fluctoate | more than from 3 to 5 per cent. -above’ or below par. B
Durmg the’ embargo, bﬂls on England sold at 10 per cent.- pre- ’
mium ; the exchange has been smkmg during the whole of last;
o year 5 on'account of the prohlbltlon to import goods from thls ‘
- _‘country, it has’ been reduced to 17, 20 and even 25 per cent.
" {846): 'When he i ‘was in Amerlca, manufactures were: ini- their
"mfancy, ‘but: he has letters from Amerlca statmcv that they have
much mcreased since that time, (See two letters in" the Appen-‘
There are several persons in Amerlca worth half -a- mll-l
©lion stea]mg, and many of smaller capxtala
of - specie in Amerlea, and he went to the Bank where they
gave him what 'guineas he wanted and he has seen pasaengers

' arnvmg from Ameri ica wnth 80 or 100 gumeas (34’7) If there '
' were no réstrictions in the way,

There is" no want

Amerlca ‘was '
.opened, the | lnﬂux ‘of goods now’ on hand for the Amerxcan'
- Market, ‘would - eebentlallpy

: 'Amerxca, and is firmly -of opinion: that, _
' -wealth of Amenca, ‘the exports of' this countly ‘would continue

to in¢redse. - 'Was" in- New York .when the news aruved of the’
“British Orders in Council of Novemher 180'7

"¢ Globe Newspaper of the 10th of N ovember 180‘7 statmg
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% a proclamatlon was then wa;tmg for His MaJesty s mgnature,
e declaring the. ports of France and - Hollandiin a'state’ of block-
-« ade,'and: thatno. vesse}s would be: permltted to go there: Wlthout :’
¢ clearances from a Bl‘ltlsh port the ;same mformatlon came .
« from a variety - of quarters at-the same tlme -these we. re-
s celved on the 12th December 1807” (350).- It was Lopled into .
;the Amerlcan papers 1mmed1ately The ‘post is two days:and a -
half between New York and: Washmgton, and. the embargo was .
. laxd on. thc 22d of' December 1807 (351) s 1 will - beg leave to .

“: tlme afterwards. I asked thls Member of Con«rress, 1f 1t was-

‘f a falr questlon, ‘whether the Government in America. had -

‘. been aware of the Orders in Councﬂ at the time they:laid the .
e embargo, because" I: saW it stated in ‘some -papers- that they - -
« were not; -he sald, it was a smgular fact that they:recelved at -
R Washmovton, on ‘the same day, an; account of the first con-
. e demnatlon in’ France ‘under: the Berhn decree, and:; of the

“

‘A" Orders in’ Councrl 3 and he sald We then laxd the embargo

‘f 1t Was the belhgerents who destroyed our’ commerce (359) 2
‘ knows no. persons in leerpool who' are ‘dealers i in false papers,

but had a circular letter’ of the 11th May 1811 sent to hlS house -

(See Appendlx) “When - Cotton or- Linen - Goods, Whlch are
_ duty free, are entered at the- Custom House for: exportatlon, no .

value is stated, and'a man may enter ‘5 pieces in a. package or

5,000 (352) The number of mdustrlous people. out ‘of work_at. -
leerpool very great mdeed 5 saw r)ggers ‘who assured him they :
- had had no work for a month (853). ~ «If the Brxtlsh Govern- -
« ~ment pays for the pl‘OVlSlonS sent to* Spam and Portugal they :
& .are drawn upon for 225 per cent. more than they ‘would be .
“. if the exchange ‘was at par ; if the 1mportatlon of ‘goods in -
« Amerlca was permxtted ‘that- 22 per cent. would:be- saved, . .

o and we should have ‘the advantage of exporting Brmsh manu-

« factures.‘ The . manufactures exported to:America: have been-.
_ « mcreasmg in ﬁneness and in value, I beheve, every: year, ,and*
oo w1ll goon mcreasmg Wltll the prosperlty of Amerlca (361)

-y
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M JOHN RICHMOND JAFFRAY,. Merchant of Lomzom' o
engaged:m the American Trade.. ‘Was in Canada in September,

October, and November last.” In‘ that market, and in New

“Brinswick, there. was a great glut of . Bnush Goods, and they
V'Were selling, in general, .at a loss: of, from 10 to40:0r 50.per

cent . below prime - cost and. charges Has exported nothmg

smce the Non-Importatlon Law of the Umted States .went into
v operatlon but upon the repeal of- the Orders in Councll 331, .
-would make.a : very large’ shlpment ‘Has. pretty large orders‘_
condmoned upon f that event (338). Tn Amerlca, a great: many_
‘ manufactornes are now attempted to be establlshed and they: are
' makmg a little _progress: -If: the. Non- Importatlon ‘Law lasts
a very. long time, they will no. doubt ‘make progress; but. they .
-have not. produced any. 1mportant rxvalshlp to.the manufactures
of Great. Britain at . present. = Of. -the French manufactured 5

:goods, partrcularly Silk. Goods, there area oreat many more than
the country swants, . and they . are_as cheap as they have-ever

- been they cannot ‘be :sold at ‘all - to the advantage of those
‘who. 1mported them, a larger quantity ‘having ‘been 1mported R
than -the. country - requlred  The  manufactures from . “France
'were conﬁned entirely to Sllks and Cambrxcs, with a'very | few
Laces, but those were 1ncons1derable (840). Durmg the tlme‘
when_an open, trade ex1sted ‘the Linens of Great Britain . were
‘sent to- Amerlca, and sold to advantage. - Up to the last, perlod ‘
: of open trade, the Linens of Great Brltam ‘were not, undersold in,
the American ;market (341).- Supposmo -that German Linens N

can now be. exported from.the Elbe to the' Umted States of

Amerlca, they have, every advantage ‘which. they could have if

the Orders in’ Councd were repealed (342)

Mr HENRY HINCKLEY Insurance Broker ot London.

N AIn case the Orders in Council were repealed and no other’ event 5

© was to; take place, could now. eﬂ'ect insurance at Lloyds on .
'goods from. England to- Amerlca, agalnst capture and sea’ I‘lSk '
; 'and also agamst SEIZ\]I‘e in the Amerlcan _port. of. destmatlon, for

the premlum of roun GUINEAS PEJR CENT. (343)

. Mr JOI—IN FRY has heen for many years managmg clerk

. NS
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of the House of Mackenzie; Glennie; and Co. of London. * Mr.

Glennie was éxdmined. before the Hotise, four years ago,. and is

©at present unwell. - Before the year '1808, recéived. very. large

remittances’ from the Coritinent of - Eumpe, for. the proceeds of
American shipmeits (463), at least a million per annum._». ‘This
money:was repaid by the Ameriéans drawing. bllls and :ellmg

‘them to. the agents of 'British manufdcturers in America; or
by paying the manufacturers “in this _country, by. orders from

various correspondents in America.. No remittances have been
received from the Continebt for the last two ' years, except from

~ Spain and Portugal, whence they are in the habit of receiving
‘very large. sums, arising from - the sales of. Flour, Gram, and; :

Salt Provisions. - Mr. Gallatin’s’ report .to Congress, stated  the
Export. of Provmom -to ‘different. parts of the world to have

amounted to 20 millions of dollars withiu the last year; and as -

sonje of - the :seller’s prices, have . perhaps produced a huridred
per cent. profit, he supposes; judging’ from what passed through
their hands, ‘that the sales’ in Lisbon; Oporto, Cadiz, : and
Glb[‘dltel‘, must have amounted to 7 or 8 millions sterling.. ‘A
mail Just arrived from Lishon, biings aécounts that Flour, which
prior to any idea of dn Embargo, and for some few months back,
used to sell for. about: 12 to 125 millreas.a- barrel, had ' got up. to

15 and 15% ;—the moment the Embargo ,was known it went up
_ instantly: to .16, 17,: ‘and- to 205 and the last- accounts bring :
‘the ‘account of: 22 millreas a barrel (464)..  The Mlllrea is 70

pence, but government is now paymg 71, The exchange between
‘Ameriea and . this - country is rather better than 29 per. cent.

If the | Orders- in’ Council were revoked, the - goods whmh

are lymcr ready for . Amerlca, would- instantly. be - shlpped

¢« To-morrow mornmg we should get ships, and send them
The “only time I should ‘wait 'is. our

« clerk going to the: ‘Cistom- House. ‘and ~entering -the ' goods.”

The former duty on Cotton’ lmported into France was 33 franies
 oh:50 Killegrams, it is'now. on long: staple 400: francs, and on
- short staple 800 francs, . that is, :35./6d.. per. pound I5) \the loﬁg

staple, and 2s. 6d: ori the short. These duties were imposed: in
1810. The duty on Coffee used to be 821 francs the hundred
weéight, ‘it 6 iiow 200 figncs; of £L11. sterlmg, but at the pre-‘

sent exchange £12. ?23. The duty on sugars used to be 30

!

| ( 49 §
francs per hundred -weight on ‘muscovado ; and is now ralsed

to 1505 and on clayed-it was 53 francs, aiid 1§ 16w 200 (465
In entering: for: exportatlon ‘Cotton ‘and Lmen ‘Goods,” which: are

free "of "duty :at ‘the Customn-House; they néver think’ of- ngmc‘ .

the real value; - but take’ care 'to enter enough, it xs Just as easy to:
write' £100;000. as ten (466).  Has 'seen an” entry miadeé, Bii-'

tish Cottons £5,000;, “when “that' Package;, - perhaps, 4cost £50°
- (468)." “The last exchange from ‘América was 22 per ‘Getitl; they

deduct ‘the’ ‘exchange from' the '£100., therefoxe in“‘fact it is’
29 upon: :£100. * The circumstance of the loss: of excnange “has*

_ been: from.' the'Trade being "all” one way; the ‘Trade has béeri’

from .America to this ‘side, without any:ineans -of- rhakiig re-

. turns, and they have no means but drawing these Bills, and -

they ‘are’ forced to sell them for what they can get (467).
American :,hxps used generally to return from Holland in bal-

last; there were a few goods laid on the top of the ballast, but -

nothing in the shape of cargoes.” The present low rate of ex-

change is an essential loss to this country, because that which co~t‘ '

8 millions of dollars, would not eost 6 were it not for the ex- _
change ; abarrel of Flour if invoiced at 10 dollars, isin fact 12 or

121 (469). Never heard of persons in France dr awing upon this ‘ : ’

country in payment of shipments which  they were making to

America; or of Shlpments gomg from France to America, of

such consequence. as to tequire ‘drafts.  All the foreign Gram
that arrives in " this country goes to the Penm.,ula, “« there were

“ 6,000. quarters of corn ‘caie into the market this mormng, they' -

« were all bought to’ go to, Lisbon ; there is a good deal come

« from Archaugel and they must all go to Lisbon, I presume, .

s¢ for their prices are so high they will give a very handsome )
« profit upon it,” The corn ‘arriving from the Baltic in this
country is shipped to the peninsula, in consequence of the hlgh

_ prices payable there since the American Embar go, if the puce y
had remamed as it was, it would not have gone from this coun- '

try.  The'remittances from the Penmsula for . Flour “sent from

_Amerxca, are pr mcnpally bills on- the Treasuly at 80 days; so ERa
that if the pnce has advanced 50 per cent. it is so much addi- o
txonal expense to the government of this country, f01 all they -
_ buy The pI‘OVlSlODS from America to the Pemnsula, amount
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‘to seven millions or more, the Commissary General buys the chief,
‘but part is bought by other individuals, who go to the Commis-

sary, and he gives his Bllls forit. These supplles are now increas-

_ed in cost to the amount of 50 per cent. in consequence of the

interruption to the American intercourse. ‘In consequence of
the depreciation of the exchange, arising from the want of
shipments of  manufactures of this country to America, and at-

'trlbutable solely to the Orders iri Council, this government Toses -

22% per cent. in_every £100. that it lays out in Amerieca for
shipments to the Peninsula,- which it would not'lose if. the Ordeis
in Council were off;. and the Exchange at Par. ¥ Thls must
have made a total loss to this country of Two miLLIONs (474).

P
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s MANUFACTURES
F AMERICA
b daiion ot B wpon i stk 6 9
fo_uﬂd in the pre_ced'z'ng nges.v o

Mr JAVIES RONALDSON Merchant has res1ded in Ame=
rica about elghteen years, and has been engaged in manufac-
tures, trade, and farmmg Smce Commerce has been embar-

rassed the manufactures have been i mcreasmg ; in the ratlo of the _

troub]es of‘ ‘commelce, the. manufactures have been advancmg.
The Cotton Manufacture has mcreased before 1807, it was a

_langulshmg busmess, ‘but smce that tlme it, has become a brrsk
and thnvmg trade. Came before the House w1th reluctance, and .
not till the Warrant of the House had been served upon lnm, be-'
cause bemg embarked in manufactures in Amerlca, as the pre— 3
sent mvestlgatlon mrght produce an eﬁ'ect upon them, he dld;_~
not like to mterf'ere “The present order of thmgs is Just makmg '
them, and a change mlght pelhaps 1um them (451) There
is an 1mpor tation of French manufactules, but does not'
think it s consldelable, . very httle of therr artlcles is ca-'
pable of supplymcr the consumptron of Amerlca Has been'
’ engaged in the growth of Wool in Amerrca, and is capable of{_
saymg, from hxs own . observatlon, that 1t has been attended_
with great success Coals are to be found in abundance in the
Umted States on the western waters, there are several mmes m_
the Eastern States ; and at Rlchmond and VVrlkesbarre He is "

engaged in the manufacture of' types and of earthenware He
does not know that lns potte1 y, mterf’eres Wxth the Brrtlsh Hb
sells m the plesent state of things ; the Br itish rather mterferes
wrth it (452) The cotton manufacture has prmcrpally become
consnderable w1thm the last six years There has been no in-
cr ease of dutles on Bl‘ltlsh manufactures in Amerlua to protect

" her own manufactm es. Some goods have been bought in France
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for the American market, because they could not be got from

England in the present state of things. He thiuks the wool of

‘the Merino Sheep fnaintains its. quality,: ‘and. in’ sume instances
it has been stated to improve, but the experiment is so young,
that that fact is not yet ascertained (453). Has seen superfine
cloths made from the Merino Wool in America, and people
'who plofeSaed o be Judges, said it was good in the materlal but
riot very well manufactured (454). ‘

Mr. TIIOMAS KINDER Merchant of London —Was in the
United States from the year 1804, to the end of 1809. The
progx ess of manufactures in Amerlca has been great since 1807.
At the end ‘of the year 1807 there were fifteen Cotton Mills in
the Umted States, and at the end of 1809 there were elghty-—
seven. Since the year 1807, ‘there have béen many - manufac-
tures mtroduced white and red lead; and the manufacture of

Glass has been’ much extended. In Plttsburg there is a manu- '

factory of Flmt Glass, Whlch has a ten pot furnace. It was un-
dértaken by ‘merchants, who were till then in the hablt of sellmg:
British manufacturea in New York, but Being put out of employ—
ment in consequence of the Orders in Council (Iestroymg the
intercourse, they qought some ofher occupation, and establlshed
this manufactory at Plttsburg, it is now’ very successfully car-
ried on, and they have it in contemplation to build another
furnace, and to double their capltal (446). Produced a specimen
of the glass. Coals cost there about 2d per bushel, or 6s. 6d.
‘per chaldron. The mines extend for ‘many. miiles up the OlllO,
and the Alleghany, and: lVIonongdhel’a Large foundrles are es-
’fabllshed in the United Statee, there’ are three at Plttsburg, ‘two
of whlch have been established since the year 1809. A’ steam-
boat of 400 tons has been built since that period, to navxgate
the Olno and Mississippi.-Great numbers of Merino Sheep have
been 1mported from the peninsula, and large quantmes of wool
are now, producecl Prices of land have risen very much in
‘ thtsburg, in the summer of 1809, a lot of half an acre was sold
for I ,000 dollarq and in 1810, the same lot was sold. agam for

2,000 dollars, which he attrlbutes to. the 1mprovement of the

town, and in paltleulal to its bemtr cons1dered a favourable

e
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 situation for manufactures (447) The’ Banks in’ Ame1 1ca dma
- count at 6' per cent. : The légal® interest 'in the " State of New

York is 7 per cent. - There dre a* greit number of men of Capx

tal now in the United. States H bélieves there is no . want of ma—
nufacturing Capital, and the Banks'are very free, accommodat-
ing those who wish to establish’ manufactories in the’ United

States. The common ‘Currency’ of ‘America is Paper, but you

may always call for specie at the’ banks, English Guineas™ are
to'be had occasionally at the Banks if applied for. The wool
raised in' America’is capable of making asfine ‘¢loth as 'is worn

- (448). A manufactory of Pins’ has very lately been established

at New York, the wire for that manufacture ‘is now imported
from France, because it could not be imported from England

-Produced some of the Pins. The capital employed in it is ten

to twelve thousand dollars (4.)1)

Mr. CAMPBELL PATRICK WHITE, Merchant, has resid-
ed at Baltimore for thirteen years. The Cotton manufacture in
America has mcreased more particularly, since the year 1809.
A very large manufactory was established in the year 1808,
within nine miles of Baltimore, with a capxtal of £112, 500.
sterling ; it employed in the year 1811, about one hundred and
fifty persons.  Another considerable Cotton’ Mill,  was esta-
blished about the same time at the Passaic Falls. Cotton trvis't

~has been exported to Petersburg and Archangel, since 1808.

Consumption of. French manufactures in America is not consi-
derable. - French silks in America are much cheaper than they
were six or eight months ago, and the price of brandy has fallen
within the last four months at least 20 per cent. (441). Is in-
formed that the French silks will not interfere with those from
Great Britain, French silks being of a high price, and the
silks generally used in America being of a low price. The
Cotton twist Manufacture in America has been p‘roﬁtablek (442).
In the year 1811, the whole value of American produce export-

‘ed was in dollars, 45,295,043, viz.to Great Britain 20,308,211

dollérs.‘; To Spain and Portugal, 18,266,466 dollars. To Franee,
and Italy, 1,194,275 dollars. The produce shvipped to Spain

and Portugal, amounting to four millions and a half sterling, was
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chleﬂy Flour, and Indian corn (448). A good deal of German: .

linens have been imported into the United States, but in the year
1806 which was a year of the greatest import, the manufactures
of France and Holland, paying duties .ad valorem, did. not
amount to more than £900,000. sterling. In the same year

" there were unpmted from England, Scotland, and. Ireland, of -

manufactures ' paying duties. ad valorem, 85,569,744 dollars
' (444). This amount is exclusive of those articles 1mporled from
Great Britain,’ which pay specific duties, and those which are
free. (445) .The re-export of British anufactures in former
-times, did not amount to more than one t‘mrteenth part of the
Imports (442)... ; o ’ :

(l) ]:.x'rRACT from tke pﬂesent NON-IMPORTATION ACT of the
Umted States.

Sec. 2. And be it furtlzcr enacted, That in. case Great Bntam
shall so revoke or modify her edicts, as that they shall cease to
violate the Neutral Commerce of the United States, the . Presi-

~ dent of the United States shdll declare the fact by proclamation ;

and such proclamation shall be admltted as evidence, and no other
evidence shall be admltted ‘of such revocation, or modlﬁcatlon,

in any suit, or prosecution, which may be instituted under the
fourth Section of the Act to which this is a Supplement And
the Restrictions 1mposed or which may be impesed by virtue of

the said Act, shall, from the date of such Proc]amatlon, cease
and be dlscontmued :

: Extmct Jrom a Lctterfrom Mr. Munroe, the Amemcan Sccremry qf'

. State to His Majesty’s- Mzmster, Mr Foster, dated Wasinngton,
26¢% Ju{y, 1811.

‘Itis in the power of the Brltlsh Government at this tlme, to
enable the President to set the Non- Importatlon Law aside, by
rendering to the United States an Act of Justice. - If Great Bri-
tain will cease to v1olate their Neutral Rights by revoking her

- Orders in Council, ‘on which event alone the President has the

power, I am instructed to inform you that he will, w1thout delay, ‘
exercise it by terminating the’ operatlon of thls Iaw




App.

( 56 )

(2) Dates of the Orders in Council, the French Decrees, and the con-
sequent Acts of the American Government.

1806 May 16th.
" Nov. 2lst.
,1807_ Jan. 7th.

Nov, il th.

Dec. 7th.
" . Dec. 22nd.
1809 March4th.

British Blockade from the Elbe to Brest

Berlin Decree. - :

British Order in Council, prohlbmng Coast-
ing Trade.” "~

"'Thé ‘celebrated Brmsh Orders in Council.

Milan Decree. )
American Embargo. » :
Embargo removed and Non-Intercourse sub-

stituted. -
April 19th. M. Erskine’s Negotlatlon, which opened the
.- - Trade with England.
April26th. An Order in Council, modlfymg the Orders
“eenot oo of November. 1807, . R
Aug. 10th. ‘Non-Intercourse with Great Butam
1810 May - 1st.. Act of Congress, opening the Trade.

.. -Nov. 2nd: T]?1esldent’sProclamatxon, declarmgtheFrench

" Decrees to be rescinded.’

1811 Feb: ‘2nd. * American Non-Imp01 tatlon Act

1812., ‘Apr’il» 4_th'._ ’Amencan Embargo o

(3) Lette) sfrom America, rcgardmg ﬂze Sinpment of Goods, in (d.se '

T thc Ordcrs in Council are removéd.

% New York December IOtb, 1810 _l

“ Messrs Naylor and Sanderson, = -
e Gentlemen, DEE -

“ We now hand you a. small addltlon to our order, whlch we -

wish prepared as soon as possible, and if in time, to. come with
those already ordered. We are daily in hopes of our. Congress

doing something to allow merchants to get their goods now or-

dered ; it is probable they will fix some time beyond which goods
shall notbe shipped :from England to this, unless.the Orders ‘in.
Council are repealed : we, therefore, wish those already ‘ordered,
and also the present addition, ready as soon as poss1ble, s0°that

advantage can be taken of any opening that may occur. Under .
-present circumstances, we would not wish' the goods shipped,
unless your Government repéal their Orders.. If any. thmg is done

on this side, you will be immediately informed of it._
' We are your: obedient servants, - -
o S &J. LAMBERT

e New York Decembel lst, 1810

o Messrs Naylor and Sandel son, o
>~ % Gentlemen,

"« Since our respects 'of ‘the 26th ult certam cucumstances :

have transpired, which induce us to give directions respecting-
our orders of September 15th and October 10th last; as follows

( 57 )y - App:
-—That the goods be. prepared with all possrble dispatch™ at all
events, and sent down to leerpool ‘If your Government shall
have repealed her Decrees or Orders in Council, usually known
by the -name of the - ‘Paper. Blockades, or retaliating - Decreeg
against France, then to have our goods shlpped by the first vesa’
sel, otherwise to wait our further advice. - It is expected that a_
memorial will be, presented . to- Congress, praying, that in' case
England should refuse’to rescind her Decrees, that then goods al~
ready ordered may be admittedto an entry heré ; so that we hope;
in any eveént, to order the slnpment of our goods If this Petition
should be granted, we shall give you the earliest notice of i it.

: We remaln your obedlent servants, -
: o ROGERS & WINTHROP

(14’7) I New Y01k 3rd December, 1810'
« Messrs.. Naylor and Sandelson, [ :
,'-'>"“DanSlI‘S, ,:-.sf‘ : e R :
+ £« My last was 17th October 'lwo questlons have been pro-
posed -t Mr.. Gallatm, the’ Secretary -of the Tréasury of  the
United States; 5 and by his answers to them, I find that all' Bri-
_tish goods arr iving into the United States, after the 2nd. day of
February next ensuing the date hereof, will be seized and for-

feited to the United States; but if the British Decrees are re-

moved, you will please to ship them thhout loss of time ; but if
the British Decrees are not removed, you will please to let them

“lay until you hear further from me. “You will please to under=

stand, that I wish you to'have the goods a]l packed and ready to
‘be shlpped at a moment s warnmg -

o Wlth much respect I am, dear Sll‘s,"' Tl
SEAUIRE - Your most humble servant,

"_-: o o JOHN MOWATT, JUN

R : K4 Boston, December ‘21st 1810.
& Messrs Naylor and Sanderson, T -
“ Gentlemen, ce

e We have now to request you to countermand all our goods ‘
ardered since Noveiriber. 2nd, 1810; unless the Orders in Coun- -
cil are repealed. . Our goods were ordered without apy intention
of evading the Non- 1mportatlon Law, and full expectatlon of the

vgoods bemg shlpped P S

We remam, very respectfully, Gent]emen, i
R ' Your most obedlent servants, '
SRR HOMES&HOMER” .

'“ Messrs Harrls, Leach & Co.. .~ 2 : (181) ‘

.« Gentlemen, Boston, Nov. 16th, 1811.

N We have been duly favoured with yours of 20th May and
X
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oth July, the latter informing that a part of our goods.were
piearly ready, and we wish we could. say that the two Govern-
ments appeared’ nearly ready to suﬁ‘.er them to be shipped;, but
at present: there appears no .probability ; -but if we:.canjudge
from the correspondence just published between Mr, Foster ‘and
our Secretary, we shall have no opening: until® the:Orders.in
Council are. removed, in whicl case we request you:to. ship:our -
goods without any further. instructions, - Hoping the differénces
between the two Governments will soon be amicably adjusted,: .
e e s e We remain, &
"Browns and Drayton, esteemed Friends. ...~ (185)
et R « Baltimore, 30th November 1811.
-« Should: your Orders in Council be rescinded time enough
‘to eriable ‘you to ‘ship spring goods, you will please send: the -
‘same assortment as ordered of you for last spring ;- should they
however not be removed: before the shipping season for: next
“fall, you will be pleased to send me the same. assortment as or-
dered for spring and fall, under. full “insurance,. by one of the
first vessels sailing from Liverpool with fall goods under. full: in-
‘'surance. - In the mean time L rest your friend.” - =00 o
. ... . «Philadelphia, 12 Month, 26, 1810. -
.« Respected Friends, . ol
¢ On the 27th of 10 Morith, we. ordered sundries from you
for spring ; and on the 6th inst. we wrote, requesting you would
not:send them unless the Orders in Council were so far repealed
as to remove the obstructionsfoccasioned,by;,tjhe President’s Pro-
e e A
-« We now- hand you an: order. for sundries, which please for-
ward to Hobsons .and Bolton of Liverpool, in time for some of
the early fall vessels, provided affairs are so far settled between
our respective Governments -as_to. make it safe for us and you,
You will please to leave the insurance subject to our directions to
them.”.. . =~ B Nt TR ST IR S HUNIC A SR I
Addressed, Brown & Drayton, 1. = . o0
Merchants, Leicester,. England. §. . . . ..

L AN

o " «Baliimore, 15th December 1810. .
.. ¢ Messrs, Wm.Brown & Co, - -~ . .0 oL
oo “ Gentlemen, .o

PO 2 o
BRSNS L

. . . - ‘e 6 .

e ffl‘_‘h:a’-\l\ibn-.flnéér(;ou;se' will be in j;péfaiiat;'oh the 2d_ Fe-
. bruary, provided the Orders in Council; &c. are not removed; on
~ which account: you will not forward our goods, if they do not

‘arrive in time to.have them forwarded prior to 1st Febroary 1811.

. e . & . . . . o —a - . . . . . . . -

.« We are your most obedient servants.”

| A A SRR el el e D R L A ] .

€5 e

Al e Baltimore,‘?rlst December 1810.
 Messrs, Wm., Brown& Co, =+~ (/0 oot
- “ Gentlemen,

. 7 .

- #« ‘The present situation -of affairs between the two countries, .
renders the ' importation of ‘goods “so precarious; that no per- -
manent arrangement can be made of a satisfactory nature.: | We
ordered several goods for the: spring, -and have countermanded
them, unless the Ordersin Council are removed. - - SRS

e . . LA W e .

° . " et et e e s et

. . Sog - . : - T - "§
) ‘e e : . FI ] s LI Y f e, .
" Your friends and servants,” -~

L. LI I X . .

- s TR -~

i IS s e Bé\lﬁimo‘ré,‘Jaxviua(ry‘\:lszatlsl‘?..‘5;—: .
¢ Messrs, Wim, Brown & Co,- 0 s e

. ¢ At present, it is'the opinion of many here, that the Orders

* in Council will be repealed in time for spring goods: we hope:it .

_may be the case.” Our opinion is, the present Session of Con-
gress will leave our affairs, as it respects England; in nearly the

same state at its close as at its.commencement. - -
.';!: ’5;’1. . N c. . : .

-« We are :

are your most obedient servants,”

 {4) Letter- from the owner of -an American Ship which loaded at
R 'V»‘L'ivapo‘olfor»Amelz'a Island. .- .- . .
| “ Messrs, Hobsons and Bolton, Liverpool. (345) RE

ooy ~ .# New York, February 1st, 1812. . .

«Dear Sirs, oo RN

¢ The Captain is placed inthe mest ‘disagreéable and embar-
rassing ‘situation imaginable, at Amelia- Island ;‘thie Governor
there refusing ‘him permission, to ‘remain unless he entérs" the
cargo, the duties on which are about 33% per cent. *Again I -
am requestec by . . .. .- and others, ‘to do an jllegal’

~ act, and to order the . . 07 .. . to'the Delaware, which
I of course decline, unless T am completély indemnified’ from all
possibleloss, which perhaps isimpossible. I shall proceed under
the best legal advice I can get.’ Tam mortified tothe'soul that

~ the ship ever'took in the cargo; -and if you could have foreseen
all this trouble, T think, for three times the amount of the freight,
you.would not have:given ‘it .me. I wish the thing was-at an’
‘énd, and the consignees'in‘lawful possession of the goods in Phi-
Tadeihia, . e T PN TR,
T e Your very obedient servant, ¢

i A
. . .

L] . - . e o & <
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e e (5)‘»1I\J§{t_terfrqm, Canada. (846)
¢ Thomas Martin, Esq. Liverpool. -~ .-=- . =
« Dear Sir, - o Montreal, 7th Dec. 1811,
| Every thing here, as may be well supposed from the non-

. admission. of manufactures to the States,” and the low .price v<‘>f

produce with you, is as bad as possible. . ... .. e e

Toece e e, e « e e & @ Tleglle o T8 e cae e ie Lo

profits would be great. Ship-building has been carried on ex~
tensively, by which there will be much money lost. - If an open~
ing. to the States does . not soon take place, 1 am afraid further

failures will occur. Not more than two-thirds.of the number of

ships of last. year have loaded.from this country.; and for the

next, -except in case of a radical..change, we cannet expect so

v e i e

. el e’ et @ « . w e

(6) LET'I;EBS: on the subject of the M‘AI\VI‘L’I.FA:C:'IJ‘UI:{’FS oF AMERICA. -
.« New York, November 30th, 1811. ' (347)

"¢« Dear Sir,

. «. . e e’ @ ‘w e 8 ‘e »

R .Our country i‘s.in_.an'vinﬁnitely b,ett,'ervstate than is,generally -
supposed ; ship owners and importing merchants feel the present

state of things, but the agriculturers of the Middle States, where

-grain is the staple commodity, were hever more prosperous-; the
~ prices of certain articles (woollens) of British manufacture are

high, and with difficulty can be procured. . This has'turned the
attention of farmers to the raising or breeding of .sheep, and
others to the manufacture of cloth, I do mnot think:we shall ever

enter .into competition with you in foreign ‘markets. - But-

‘this, 1 believe, that the habits of a part of our community may -
be brought . to manufacture, to anextent nearly equal to our .
‘wants, of articles which we deém essential, as well of woollen .as -

cotton 5 thus far manufactures with us are to be wished for, but
in my opinion, not further.” There is a wonderful change.in this

‘respect since you left us ; streams of water, of sufficient force to
work mills are sought after, and purchased with ayidity at great -
prices,  Men deemed ' prudent, ‘possessing . capitals, ‘have em- -
- barked, and it is expected Goveérnment will protect them in their

enterprises. - Previgus to our Non-importation Acttaking effect,

" the state of specie in the country was alarmingly low ; the Act

has caused vast sums to be.brought into the country, and T
. . O o L A o, B :
question whether ‘our banks ever contained a greater amount.”

. » - . . . . . O . - .

e . e e . . . . . )
Yours sincerely, -

e ¢ e s & o

-« Dry goods of all dcséripi;ibné have been selling toa ‘l;irgéf
“amount, at 20 -per cent. and upwards less than their cost in’
England ; but in the event of an opening to the States, the.

L ‘«,f,‘f’Your"S, &e, ot

e

- your Liverpool and Manchester folks; for passing by a Pough-::

- loggerheads:» . . ‘.

The following from Englishmen resident in Ancrica. (348)
. U <« New York, December 12&1,"1811.1“

« Messrs. Hobsons and Bolton, Liverpool, . RN
c ¢ Dear Birsyitc oo e L el

a'e . . - - . . . .

I observe .there is no improvement in

¢ It is with regret

ing, respecting ‘the destructive  and ruinous measures: of* the -
Orders in Council, which are sapping the ‘foundation of England. -
I will yield to no one as a well-wisher to his native country ; and"
it has seldom . happened but I ‘have ranged myself on the mi-
nisterial side of the question ; but from the first issuing of theseé-:
———— Orders, I have unifornly declared, that a perseverance
in the system for- five years, would not leave either a silver-tea--
pot or spoon in the land. - If the export trade to this country-was -
worth preserving to Great Britain, how awfully and woefully has -
the game been played. 1believe I might say five years ago, nay-
perhaps four, that in:America there were not four cotton factories.

Look at: our situation now, and cast your-eye on the enclosed

list I hand you in this, of the cotton factories in the neighbour-
hood of Providence_,-.-_Rhodc Island alone. - This account appear-

ed yesterday in our papers.” Going on the wharf this morning, I
was struck with a sight that might give a pang to the heart of

keepsie packet, I saw her loaded entirely, both under and above -
deck, with bales of New Orleans cotton going to a factory in that -

quarter. ~What a reverse of things! three 'years: ago (and it

would have. been the same at’ this day but for the restrictive.

‘measures of England) at the same season of the year, ‘this sloop -

would have beén loaded with Liverpool salt and crockery- war
with-Manchester- cotton goods,. Leeds broad : cloths, "&c. &c. »
cannot be denied, should a settlement between  the two'coun-:
tries take place, that the importations from Britain will still . be”
large. 1 should only -observe how {much more of a: customer
this country would have been to England, had not the policy of
the datter compelled the Americans to become manufacturers;

and ‘most certainly Congress are now bound to protect them all

in their power. - ‘But for the mistaken policy of- England, in is-

suing these unfortunate Orders’in’ Council, and sticking to them,
be assured,. France -and America: would long ago have been at:

UL R

- - Iam, dearSirs, &c. | -

ce L B R

_ : : your .
-cotton market, which too strongly shews the depressed state
of the trade in-England. I cannot but approve -of-.the de--

termination -evinced of petitioning Parliament, on. its‘meet- .-
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¢« Statemént of Cotton Manufacto?ies_, ,git\uated’_};v/iFhinTS'() miles ¢ Eaéh spindle will prod'ucé .yarn ‘enough weekly, to' make
07 of the Town of Providence, R, 12 =+ : two and a half yards of cloth, of the value of 30 cents. pe
’ NS : yar:ll. T h.eém.mbe? of spindles now in operation will, therefore,
SRR © o |ow oL iUl | Neof Spindies which '§. -~ produce sufficient’ yarn, when wove, to make in each week,
"Towns. Factories. | - N of Spindlesin | which ?hight mmnin , 128,635 yards of cloth, worth S 96,476, 25cts.” S o
R ; _ operation, .|  the Buildings. RN : TR VL AN

€t

essrs. Nathani hillips and Co. '(485)
¢ Gentlemen, - ' Philadelphia, 18th Nov. 1811,

F « Messrs.'Néthahi‘éi and Falkner Phillips and Co
L LTI ! % )

e Prov. Ro L = |-
RN : North Prov. i .
o Johnston := =it -
- Cranston == ¢,

Cumberland- § -

Smithfield .. =4

Situate :» = =]

Gloucester .

P Warwick -
F Coventry -
IS ) Exeter = == }:
So. Kingston |- .-

e e . . e
. o ¥

48592 - A
cpo 1,100
B 4,188 el .
o 1O0BT
T 408

'80,668-|

“ The continuing for a long time the nbh’-’im‘p‘ort‘htion ;ys:
tem, by encouraging manufactories here, will greatly endanger
the trade hereafter. Manufactories do grow prodigiously in ex- -
tent, and in the improvement of the quality- of- gf'o?)ds ; and the
difficulty of getting hands is every day diminishing. “There is a

- manufactory of cords, velveteens, &c. near this city, where they
turn out very good work. - In heavy goods, where cotton is a

_material artiele, and it can be laid down at ten cents, about five-

A
Wi o m G|

G o

]

i

H

|

E pence half-penny sterling per pound, at the loom-house ‘door,

‘ while you have to pay for it about twelvepence sterling, the ma-
R nufacturer goes to work with great advantage ; "and on the back
56248 - of this and the freight insurance 'of goods to America, and the

%

A

N
m;.j e

duties paid here, (amounting together to about twenty-two and a

half per cent.) are all saved. Tam clearly of opinion, that if a

- Non-Intercourse Act existed thrée years, the trade to this coun-
- try In cotton goods would never be worth pursuing afterwards.

: - Yours, &c. o :

- Massachusetts, within 80 miles of Providence: - -
Rehoboth -'- | '8 ) 5,250 g 9438 v |
Atiléporough | 4 | 1,200 "} 4460 0 1
qunton - - 1\ o800 o 10000 . - }
Dighton ' - A emrs | 7,000
Wimitham, = |o=e0 o} %0 ] . (Cireular Letter,) (351)
R ' Norton - ) 1' ggg o ‘~ Gy ?’égg v' N i ) g . 13 Messrs' Martin, HOpe, and Thornley. . y ’
1% Mandheld *, e YR " - “ Gentlemen, .. Liverpool, 11th May 1811
E Medway -~} . IR L U B l,igg RENT -« We take the liberty herewith to inform you, that {ve have
- Franklin - B 200 ol oy SEIRR PR : established ourselves in this town for the sole purpose of makin
’ Murdon = =7 1832 ) 11?003 C ' similated papers, which we are enabled to do.in a way which
L Dedham - -4 S e T 1’20 T A - will give ample satisfaction to our employers, not only being in
Salpde v 7. 1: -100(; SRR R 2283 FERIUE ]é(l)ssession of . the original documents of the Ships Papers and
L o Gamton s m e B Ll e a2 - Clearances (alist of which we annex) but our Mr. — having
= e T T T ey U 43488 worked with his brother Mr, ———— of London, in the sa
b R DR P 17:371 Ao 43:458 P - line for the last two years, and understanding the neece:sa;:;
./ Connecticut, within-30 miles of Providence: . .. . = § g, et ma < ondmg th
ot o b S i 1860 8000 ] . “ Any changes that may occur in the different places on the
| 11;?;“ f:iitid:-;:‘--‘-' o f‘.l’u Rk {,(5)20 RS *3:096 SRt KR ‘ Continent we are ‘careful to have the: earliest information, not
Sterling - |- 1 et o= fogoo0 o ' only through our own coniexions, but also those of Mr, e -
Ttgr mpson. - | - T R e 21300 ot : who has proffered us his assistance in every way, and who, for-
g T T g0 4. -1.800 - : , - some - time past, has made similated papers for Messrs, —
Killngly - - | -1 | 800 oo | 1% | \ , as ma d papers fo s
B R ) I 3,420 - — 11,896 L ?(;ll‘(rihatioh regal?é.i:lhgl'st{](:awsg ',n ;(? whom W‘?’bev,g to refer for any in-

3
.-

140 1 i i 1 26 00 88 it

R

e | 51,454 1 lll,6~00 S » : . “ We remain respectfully, Gentlen-len;‘ AR
o : S o R . “ Your most obedient servants,

L
\
i
I
n
i
iv’
}
4
!
4
B
{
4
3
ki
i
i.
!
Bl




. Bergen, - o

" Troudheim, ..~ -

Friderichshald,

.. Christiana, .

o Gothenburg.

S Uddervalle’ S

"Carlsham.
iR Stockholm ’
- Riga.
" Danzig,
. "Memel. -

i Komgsberg

. "‘New York,
Boston :

ok ',Amerlcan

"' *"Danish.
BT Swedlsh
AR "Konlgsberg
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