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PREFACE

BY THE.

TRANSLATOR.

vt

y F all the ‘ftudies purfu.éd by »m’an-_
D kind, hiftory is generally allowed

hiftory, as handled by moft Wr_it»ers“, chiefly
made up of, but the firuggles between

knaves and madmen, followed by a difci-

plined rabble of flaves and fools, for the

wretched prer‘ogat‘ivc» of trampling on the
necks of their equals? How much mote
interefting muft be- the relation and difcuf-
fion of thofe means, by which both nations
and individuals may improve their happi-
| B A3 |

to be the moft ufeful and enter-" .
| taining, efpecially that of inter-
nal commotions, as wfually difplaying the
greateft exertion of the mental faculties.
Yet what, after all, is éven'_\this br’anch'of_”

 nefs,
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P : . : . , ! ' ' in. the Dutch to encourage s
nefs, not only without interfering with each ™~} @8 Prepof’ccrops n ﬂ;; L and in the P ois 4
~other’s interefls, - but to the great and uni- agriculture above ?ral e din fhe 4€oplc‘ ]
verfal benefit of all.- And this, indeed, traffick. abov'cvagrlcu ture, an ¢ & feSP ‘as ‘ity o fé
feems, now at laft, to be pretty much the of Geneva .ﬂﬂmf above m'a,n“i_ . . ole. i
fenfe of ' the moft thinking part of man- - Wou«ld‘ be)_m our governn_lt.:fr‘lt, (ill-l: reaﬁcﬂ? S ;E‘
kind; witnef the good reception given to to offer premiums for railing the gie ' 4
’ ' - ' ) o6t of corn within the bills of mor- S

“the works of BERKLEY, and fome other quantity -or COH TT" he ereatelt num- 1
 modern writers on that fubje&, who have  tality, or for mﬁru&ff}g - gt‘ n and ac- {
“handled it with a profoundnefs becoming | ber of country boys l'nt'ﬁawgarlizlﬂture i :
. : .. , , e . 4 1 :
philofophers, and a {pirit worthy of citizens - | compts, oOf for promoting aghs h a place b
of the world | | traffick within the liberties of fuch a plac !
SO | | as Manchefter, too {mall, and too remote ;1
BuT, with all their profoundnefs and fpi- | -from the channels of ,Co?lgmmcatfp?m:ig ;’;
rit, it does not appear, ' that dny of thofe | tween other places,d to Y{Ct N ef:fe_ozr the i
~ writers have, at leaft demonftratively, point- to any-of her hands 1n eI ¢ Z finefs. and, 4
ed out the primitive fource of happinefs to. other of thefe branches of bulmnels; ~and, |

therefore, fit only. for acting that part.in -
the body politic, which fhe acually do,es‘_,' o
‘with fo much advantage to herfelf; and to
every other fellow-member. - S

ftates, according\,to the nature, extent, dnd
fituation of their refpetive territories, For,
though agriculture, manufaGures, and com-
~merce ‘are, all, allowed to be highly ufeful,
and the two former, particularly the firft,
. abfolutely requifité to the well-being of

¥
i
B ’5‘1

BUT I mu{’c here Vt-a{k‘e notice, that by the .

mankind in general, it has not, 1 think,
been as yet demonfirated, that they are
not all equally objects of attention to

every ftate in particular. It has not been

mathematically proved, that it would be
Co o ‘V 7 o . v . . ,v 35

| vword, traffick, 1 do not mean the buying '

from ftrangers to fell to f¢llowv-fque&s, or
from- fellow-{ubje&s to fell to firangers; |

a branch of bufinefs in all -places ufeful, -

and in many abfolutely effential to their
- " A 4 - exiftences
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o "_¢Xif’£ehce.:What I mean by traffick, to.adopt

 my author’s meaning of that word, is the
- buying from ftrangers to fell to ftrangers;
‘that bufinefs, in fhort, which is at prefent
* chiefly, carried on by the Dutch, 'as it was
formerly by the Hanfe-towns, the Vene-

tians, and the Genoefe ; but without which,
thank God, Great Britain can fubfift better

on her tillage and .her manufa&ures, than

‘it was ever poffible for thefe ftates to do

on their extenfive traffick. ACcdl‘dingly,

though fome writers. of eminence ‘have

affected to confider her asone of the greateft

. trafficking nations in" the world, fhe is,
- if -we confider things rightly, very far from.

‘bﬁei‘n‘g’, {o,  at :leaft- proportionably to her

‘extent.. She confumes herfelf almoft all

her own imports, and of courfe exports little
elfe but her own produce: fuper-eminently
happy in thus having within herfelf almoft
all the materials of her happinefs, at leaft

fuch a redundancy of fome, as eafily to ob-

tain in exchange what the wants of others ;

* fuch an abundance of the moft ufeful things,

as to afford plentifui.%ooté ~of that internal .

-~ ftrength fo neceflary to keep out anenemy ;-
fuch a defe@ of fome others, as cannot

- be

. PREFACE x|

pe fapplicd but by thofe means, which, to

iflanders efpecially, - are requiﬁ‘te t.o..kee.ps
him at a diftance, and withal maintain
that correfpondence with the reft o.f man-
kind, - .without which the moft civilized

~

nations could not but in time relapfe into

their 'primitive ‘barbarifm.‘ - She 1s both o
 miftrefs and fervant. Her" own hands ‘afr‘;d!; |
' lands fupply her with all the neceflaries,

and ‘almoft all the conveniencies of life.

- §he is, as a ftate, in the fame condition,

that the prophet wifhed to be as ‘an in-

dividual. She 1is- neither poor, 'kli.kéffom‘c‘f |

pétt'y“ trading ftates, obligcd‘ to. ﬂg‘Vc_fo:_“
others, and often tempted to opprefs them 5
nor extravagantly opulent, like Mexico or.
Peru, ‘which, by baving it in their power
to procure evety thing by the l;;bouf .QE
flaves, are encrvated beyond the poffibility

' of refifting any power that fhould ferioufly

attempt to enflave themfelves ; - fuppofing’

is very far from being the cafe.

them to be aGually free, which, by th‘{:"bye,"v -

“Bu, to return. Some perfons ma}?,t}ﬁ?k{
that fuch obvious truths did not require to:
be demonftrated ; but thofe, who think fo,

e o . mutft,
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| muﬁ, furely, have read freryr,f"ew of our re~
putedly beft authors upon trade and com-
- - merce, moft of whom, confidering only the

flourithing condition of fome confined, tho’

“well fituated, trading ftate, as more within

their track, hold it forth as an univerfal

example, and propofe traffick as the only.
- {ource of happinefs in every other, and con-

fequently the only obje worth the legifla-

_ture’s attention in all.  But thefe examples
. of theirs, upon which they fhape all their

flimfy arguments, not to fpeak of the ar-

“ guments themfelves, are refuted in the fol-
“lowing fheets by other: examples,. We =

fhall there find by the pi¢tures of France

at different periods, that, even making al-
- Jowances for the ravages of war, the could,

in the beginning of the reign of Lewis XIV,
when fhe had no traffick, and very little
commercial communication, at leaft in her

- own bottoms, withf other nations, boaft, in-

‘confequence of the fuperior attention paid -
to agriculture, or rather the fuperior eafe -
her farmers were permitted to enjoy in

point of - taxes and military fervice, 'a’

: ‘gre,a_te_r number of inhabitants, and a greater.

proportion of them happy, . than -when
o o N that

1
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" that monarch, at the inftigation of Mon-

Geur Colbert, ~cndeavouréd to make,f‘rf‘x?cc:f:
another. Holland, or rather ‘t'he on g ‘ca‘
of commerce -and manufaét.ulfeS*to._t e ex.
clufion of all the other‘ nations of El.qupef,:‘
as though it were not, 1 2 manner, lmi? - 
fible to render any very extcnﬁv.e ,co:;n g,
like France, as populous 'as,,Hoillar;l ,h ) }j){
any other means than agriculture, which,.

in this wild project, was, thchr, totally
~ overlooked, or rather facrificed to fup-~

ot it. And unlefs fuch a country wa"sj
equally populous, how is it poffible, that

(he fhould be proportionably firong in trade

and. manufa&ures P

IT 1s this érrdr, \chieﬂyi,‘ with regard to

France, that the “author 'of th; follow;zg;
ceconomical ‘table, and ‘the FRI.END? .
MANKIND, who has taken upon him “;-:_[ e;;;
plain that table, endeavour to refute.h T c;k |
they have acquitted themfeLVfas of ; , }i :v cé
we may guefs by the encomiums bEXOVES

on their work by the ‘foreign Journalifts

and Reviewers, and judge for ourfelves by
examining it.

have

But, “though the ,reafon; -
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A have already intimated, an eye éﬁieﬂy, if

~ mot altogether, to . France; they may be
eafily applied, aﬂirmatively- to every coun-

try of an extenfive' and fruitful foil, and .

negatively to every other, fo as to. confti-
tute an' univerfal rule of conduct for all.

- Tuis rule, however, the Marquis, I muft

~own, has left open to fome objefions;

- efpecially from thofe who love the fine arts,

as every man muft to be allowed any pre~
tenfions to thought and feeling. He infifts,
that agriculture cannot pofiibly flourith in
a country like France, unlefs the bulk of
the inhabitants prefer the luxuries of fub-.
fiftence to thofe of decoration, commonly

dsemed" ‘the only fupport of thefe arts. | |
As, therefore, fome readers may not be more

tender in judging of his meaning, than he

- has been guarded in exprefling it, I muft

beg leave to remark, that he is by no

teans for having the rich fpend all their
- money in the purchafe of the luxuries of

fubfiftence,, as at firft fight one might be

- apt to conclude, inftead of beftowing part
“of it on the poor for the luxuries of deco-

ration; fince, the poor having mouths as

) s
£

p REFACE xiih
well as the rich, the demand in both‘;(?fgz-’» 3
muft be the fame on the farmgr..: Hef .ohc i :
not 'reqhirc that the cpnfumptlog : | ;ne
firft produdts fhould be ,cpnﬁne o lsy |
particular fet of men’; all he requires 15
 that they fhould be confumedf .-.But cl(:lré-’ -
fumed, he apprehends, they never wou ,f . |
were a fuperior tafte for the -.luxpmes of - | g
decoration univerfally to prevail, cge}n;ylr; |
towns and cities, fince by fu‘c.h num| c?;sl_ oS g (
.people, in that cafe, conﬁmng th.em e} yclad o
to the purchaﬁ: of »kmanuf’a&u;gs,_,lt;rxln;o?hé 1
be impoﬁible for the.- farm(;:r,o ftoc-o‘;_fe he J
,produce of his labours, and o €O é

pay his rent, the confequence of which

| uft naturally be an almoft tjot_allceifa’éion} -
1 . of «agriéulture,' the deftruéion of the landed

:ntereft ; and, to go 2 ftep farther than my

authors perhaps intended, an end of every -

fublunary enjoyment. Worthy the with Qf »a, | .

rational being. -

For, not to fpeak'of that fupevr-e»‘minex{ﬂi
uleful and entertaining ‘er’fq-ploym.ent whlcd
agriculture affords the.mmd- Qf: man, an
which it ever affords in proportion as it is

, o ¢ is there, that
el ~ what fine art 18 >
“cultivated, Wi ST 7

i
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can; yield the fenfes half the fatisfaion
which they derive from agriculture ? - Can
any ornaments, within the narrow bounds

of our tenemcnts ‘compare with thofe dif-
- fufible by agriculture over the immenfs
face of pature? Nay, it is a queftion, if
thefe ornaments could fo much as ful::ﬁﬂ: “

without it; for where, without agriculture
could the ﬁne arts find either objeds ox,
patterns to work upon, fince, if all were
wildnefs, wildnefs would have no charms?
Befides, it is not to be expefted, that a

tafte, however firong, for- the luxuries of
: decoration alone, thould ever occafion thofe [
tempcﬁs in the human breaﬁ thofe buftles

in fociety, thofe ftruggles between nature

~and art, which afford the nobleft f{ub-

je&s to the pencil, the chiffel, and even

“the pen itfelf, to rank poetry and oratory
- among the fine arts? It may, therefore, be

affirmed, that even good eating and drmkmcr

is but the laft fcene of a long feries of L
pleafures of a much higher order neceﬁ'ary

to furnith it; but for which, were it not

. for the fake of the laft, the generality of
- mankind would not, it may be prefumed,
~ think it worth their while to ‘take any

pains,

P'REF‘ACE o xv

p-ams. In what age, or country, for in-
ftance, have thofe moft pleaﬁng arts of

planting and. plowmg, of grazing cattle and -
‘feeding poultry, with all the other amufing
" details of a country-life, been practifed to any

degree, merely to enliven the creation, per~

fume the air, and give freth and bloommg i

looks, and an ever—youthful countenance, to
the earth? WNo! in this refpc& mankind
is always a child. For, as it is often necef-

fary to infli® fome fmall evils on children .
to make them avoid great ones; f{o is it

neceflary to hold out fome coarfe enjoyments

" to mankind, to make it attend to thofe of 2 *
- reﬁned nature. |

Bur, .allowing uncultivated nature alone

 fufficient to fupply the arts of decoration -

‘with fubjects and patterns, what would it

fignify, were the human fancy unable to

operate properly upon- them. And that

~ this would be the cafe, without mankind’s
enjoying thé luxuries, and confequently
cultivating the arts, of fubfiftence, is plain

both from our own feelings and the example

and authority even of thofe, who have:

fuccceded b@ﬁ in cuhwatmv the arts of

dccoratlon, |

]
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decoration. - Not to fpeak of all that \phi-;f" .
" lanthropy of fentiment, that hilarity of

thought, that gaiety of countenance, that

freedom of converfation, almoft infeparable

from a plentiful table, and thofe fo hapw

pily expreffed Jibera vina of Horace, . as

conftituting in themfelves, in the opinion

of the fame poet, one of the moft pleafing

fubjects of verfe, - what other fubjects of
- verfe could be propérly celebrated without

it?  According to Juvenal, Horace himfelf

. required to be brim-full to call’ upon the

Mufes to any purpofe’; and all Virgil’s fire

would have produced nothing but fmoke,
had he not enjoyed his fhare of the con-
veniencies of life. Nay, the Royal Plalmift

himfelf, though he declares, that, to fee the

glory of the Moft Higheft, he found it re-
quifite to-appear beforé him as in a dry,

barren, wild, and defart land ; yet a little

_ lower in the fame Pfalm he fays, that, in
praifing and exalting even that glory, he

found fomething operate on his foul like =~
marrow and fatnefs emphatically\alluding

‘to that material fatiety fo requifite duly .to
defcribe and celebrate all:material'fubje&s.‘ o

LE’I.“

"PREFACE i

- LeT us po a ftep farther, and grant,

that, without cultivating the ‘arts of fub~

fiftence, the arts of decoration, and, if we

may continue to confider them as arts, thofe

tranfcendent ones of oratory and. poetry,

could fubfift, to what purpofe would it be, - |

if mankind itfelf, for want of cultivating

the arts of fubfiftence, fhould decline by
degrées; and at laft fet never to rife agfxin?v
. To what purpofe would colours  be, if
* there ‘were no eyes; or mufic, if there
were no ears; or odours, if there were
nb_ organs of {mell? Now, nothing canbe -
plainer, than it is from obfervation, that

farmers are the only clafs of people, who
not only keep up their own numbers, but .
make amends for the ravages that happen in

‘all the other clafles of mankind, ‘pa;rticuiavrly:

thofe employed in the arts of decoration.

| Hence it is, that fo few families in the
inland and fecond-rate towns, even of \Eng--\
land, can “trace their pedigrees three or .

four generations back, ~without finding

themfelves in the fields. Hence it is, that, -
the arts of decoration being fo much cul- -
tivated in England, the cultivation of thofe

of fubfiftence, though very great, is {carcely
R T b
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able to keep up our numbers ; whereas.in out

 North-American colonies, where few arts

~ are known but thofe of fubfiftence, the in-
habitants, double, even indepéndent of any
‘acceflions from abroad, every five and.

twenty or thirty years. Nor is it the num-
ber of mankind alone, ~that would thus

dwindle without the cultivation of the arts
of fubfiftence; its powers and its beauties

‘both mental and corporeal would infallibly

fuffer a propertionable decay. Farming

is the only kind of life, in which every
thing concurs, not only to encreafe, but
to improve the fpecies, or at leaft keep it
up to its original ftandard; open air ; exer-
cife of body and mind without exhauftion ;
plenty without excefs; a conftant profpect

of the unceafing operations of nature, the

Almighty’s handmaid, fo well adapted to

illuftrate, and keep up the remembrance

of, His own immediate operations-in the

grand works of creation and renovation,
and thereby fill the mind with fentiments

of refpe&, love, and gratitude towards that
~ all-perfe@ Being, and confequently of bene-
volence to all thofe, whom, from equal

motives of goodnefs, he has chofen to be

~equally |

T e e L R I s B e e Bt i B L R

1

equally fharers of the fame bleflings; ad-

“vantages, ‘which, however great in them-

{elves, mufl, in England‘,‘- be greatly im-
proved by the farmers confcioufnefs of their
intercour{e with all the
other clafles of the community 3 and it is,
nio doubt, to this free intercourfe, between
the farming and the other claﬁ'es',of; }'mr\
inhabitants, that this happy country 1s in-
debted for thofe fuperior excellencies of
bddy and of mind, by which her children
of all ranks are o eafily diftinguifbable from
the children of every other, even thofe
bleffed; if any fuch there are, with the

enjoying a free

fame happy combination of fun and foil,

liberty and law, onv;hﬁ fac’eﬁ of this tex;re{’c_;ial
globe. . ‘ | |

HOWEVER ‘ne.c'e{Tary,'therefore‘, agr;cu,b- |

Ntliu'e' may be to France, it is ya{’cl_y more

ufeful to England, fince, though England,
on account of the fuperior number of her

1 i \ can do
ports in proportion to her extent,

-“better without agriculture than France, fthe,

on account of her happy conftitution, re-
ceives . many more advantages from 1t.
Agriculture, - if, in fome degree, morc,meai ,
T | ‘ | and
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~ and drink to France than to England, is
to England, in an almoft infinite degree;

~ more than to F rance, health and ftrength,
beauty and comelinefs, thought and: fpirit, -

induftry = and ‘ceconomy, bravery and ‘be-

névolence, ‘every ingredient, in fhort, fitteft

‘to form the manufa@urer and the artift,
the mechanic and the merchant, the man

of bufinefs and the man of letters, the

_philofopher and the legiflator, the friend,
as well as the.mafter of mankind, ' Where-

- fore, O Englithmen, (1 was going 'tof-fay,‘v
" at your peril, ‘but T cannot help faying) as
- ye tender your' own' happinefs, that of

your pofterity, -and even that of mankind,
 look with an eye of fuperlative: compla-
‘cency upon farming, and countenance and
encourage by every pofiible allowance of
cafe, »prdﬁt,‘ and honor, all thofe concerned
in {o greatly and fo univerfilly beneficial 2

©opro cffion,
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This excellent work Is.the Ne plus ultra of the ccono.

mical 'fcience,‘ the moft im : ] '

, cience, : portant of all the fcie Te,
therefore;- . fhould , be read ‘and nees. It
- thofe, who are defirous of acquiring juft ideas concerning

diligently ftudied by all

the real and imaginary riches of a flate: ’
v nd es e; of tho
underftanding the nature -of circulation ; of diﬁin;:iuﬂgz?;y
expence from luxury ;- of knowing what rank nbminégl'

- values deferve in political {peculations ; ‘and of decidin

with juftnefs concerning the propriety of the feveral laws,
f.cuﬁoms, and regulations of a country. Itis, in a mann'er,
impoflible to give any abftract of a work, that is, iffelf’

..

3 F] thh,

Journal des Sgavans for February 1761,
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OECONOMICAL TABLE,

INTRODUCTION.

CFEXEHUMAN feience, properly fpeakingf,

L H gé confifts in the knowledge of human

| % 33 3¢ affairs. Thefe‘vl’ie all under our eyes,

“or within our reach, and the fimpleft notions
concerning them -are the nearet to truth ;
but our underftanding is weak, -and too apt,
‘when obliged to compare and combine its

ideas, to give way under the burthen, and

~warp from its ere&t pofture.

- ArT fhould never interfere in our fearch
after truth, but as an index to point her out,

B or
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orasa light to dn'eé’c our notxons in the purs

fuit of her, whenever the croud of relations

between interefts, remote from each other,

happens todazzle and diftra@our underftand-

‘ing. But now become an inftrument of “illu~

fion, it fills us with borr owed and erroneous;

opinions: it builds in the air, like the archi-
tets of NECTANEBO, and not only robs us
of our dire& feelings, and of our natural

“ideas, but likewife, by 2 neceffary confe-

quence, of the great advantages we might

expe from a more regular condudt and'
~from that affiftance, which' nature never
refufes to thofe, who allow thlngs to follow

“her direGion,

It is chiefly in the ceconomical fcience,
that never-failing fource of our fubfiftence,
of our manners, and, in fhort, of every thing
" that can with any propriety be called the ob-

je& of that fundamental {cience, the fcience of

governing well, -that this fatal inconvenience
is moft {everely felt.
-thmg but like a child, -who never fees in
‘rehgwn any prefent and 1mmedxa.te retribu~
-tion of vzrtuP and vice; who never attributes

obcchence

Man, who learns no-

INTRODUCTION. 3

gbedience to any thing but habit or intereft ;.

never confiders manners but as the fruits of
a good education ; 5 “who, in a word, never
jooks deeper than the {urface in moral mat-

ters ; man, I fay, guilty of all thefe miftakes
in affairs of fuchimpdrtan-ce, commits the
fame in thofe, which are purely phyfical.
The art of over-reaching he dignifies with.

the name of policy; a heap of counters with
“that of riches ; civil piracy, with that of |
‘finance ; the knack of bartering to advantage,
~ with that of commerce.

And
has no fooner crammed thefe notions into

- his brain, in confufed and ill-forted bundles,

but he fets out to perplex himf{elf and his

cotemporaries ; and felf-love and intereft find

it fo much the eafier to ufurp the reins of

his undcrﬁand'mg in matters relating to his

peculiar fphere of life, as the crude notions,
upon which thefe. partial fy ]{’cems are built,
have no manner of foundation in tudwmem
or truth,

Cf all the V?tit@fS'Updﬂ
-coimmerce, who {’Warmed in fuch numbe*

IFor 1infltance. -

wncn ta1t fubjeé’c hapnened to be in

Bz

vogue, -

behold ! he

~
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4 INTRODUCTION.

vogue, how many began by untying the
bundle marked with that grand word,

CommMmERCE ; by dlﬂmgm{hmg properly'
between the trade carried on in the firft ne-

. cef aries of life, the trade carried on in the

immediate fruits of the earth, and the trade

carried on in manufactures; between that -

trade, which confifts in car rymg for forelgners,,
and that, which confifts in buying in one
foreign country to {ell in another; between

the trade carried on by means of metals,
and that carried on by means of paper;
B ‘between the trade carried on by individuals,
“and the trade carried on by companies, &.

Has any of them taken the leaft trouble to
diftinguith between the profits, which thofe,
who carry on a foreign trade, make upon
their fellow-fubjets, and thofe they make
upon foreigners, and then afcertain the a-
mount of thefe feveral profits? Has any of
them been at the pains of calculating, ‘how
far the nation is benefitted by the firft ; and

of forming a Judgment of the v1ﬁole or

hidden flate of thefe different gains, though
abfolutely neceflary to make a juft reparti-

tion of taxes | ? No! we are as yet unac-
| | quzunted; |

INTRODUCTION. g

quainted with all thefe detaiis. ‘We  are

perpetually confounding the produce of the-

earth with the produce of trade; ; nay, we

think the former beneath our notice, and,
1nftead of relying on the hufbandman, expe |

every thing at the hands of the merchant
and manufaé’curer though by no means fo
nearly related to us. Every thing goes under
the name of tLade, the fupport of flates,

the fource of fplendor, and the like rhetou-\

cal amplifications. Not one author has as
yet confidered the origin and tendency of
all thefe things. Hence miftakes in the
principles, and ruin in the confequences, of
our conduct.

THE fame'may' be faid of all the other
parts of our prefent theory of human affairs,

- which, as well as trade, are but fo many

branches of that great phyfical fcience of

this earthly globe, the ceconomical fcience,

Is it not furprifing, or rather fhocking,

to think, that this {cience of {ciences is as -
~ yet without profeflors, or adepts, or genume

puncxplcc' Ido no' ‘wonder that primitive
h o B 3 _ men,
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men, thxs moment obedlent to the laws of
natyre, the next flaves to the firft fallies of
human pride, (hould have taken it into their

‘heads, that the primary notions of fubfiftence
could not fail of being perpetuated in all

their purity, by the mere empire of neceflity 3
that the Egyptians, who all at once “became

fo powerful and fo wife a nation, in.confe-

quence of their feeking for profperity in the

 arts from which it originally {prings, namely,
thofe of agriculture, have left us no traces

‘of their refearches this way, involved in
hieroglyphics, agreeable to the genius of
‘the eaftern people; that the Greeks, born
to cultivate thofe arts which are the daugh-
ters of the mmomauon, and fcattered over
a barren foil, {hould have defplfed the funda-
mental fcience in the government of nations,
and fhould have cherithed no more of it
than fuited their love of liberty and of
pleafure; that the Romans, firft warriors,

-next conquerors, then plun rderers, and at laft

a prey to plunderers, fhould have regarded
~nothing in the wconomical fcience but its

mdependency, and fhould have left us no-

thmg concerning i, but a few mﬁméhons
in

INTRODUCTION. ¥

in practical agriculture, without ever confi-
dering this fource of riches, in its effential
relations to the con{htuent f01m of flates :
I eafily conceive how all this has happened
But that, fince arts and fciences have civili-

,zed the weﬁern wo1ld fince Emope, dm—-

ded into nat10n8 well known to each other,
governed by equitable laws, made ﬁ(’cels by
trade, and refcued from tyr anny : and flavery
by a religion powelful to conquer and fub- |
due the moft attrocious paﬁions 5 ﬁnee every
corner of Europe, I fay, can boaf’c of men
greedy of  praife, and e};pe&mg it only in
p1opo1t10n to their endeavouls to fe1 ve man-

" kind ; fince the fciences compofe a kind of

univerfe, and the repuélzc of . Zez‘z‘ers is an
expreflion in every. mouth ;. that W1thm this -
period, I fay, the learned and the wife,
convinced that a man may make himfelf
ufeful by h1s {’cudzes, fhould notwithftanding
‘have applied themfelves to every thing, ex-~
cept what ought to be the firft and chief |
concern of us mortals ; th1s it is that 1 am
uttedy at a lois to account for. Tet fuch,
as imagine that illiterate and rote- tauoht
mﬁlcs, are equai to this fcxence, bU.L Caﬁc»

B 4 ‘an




8§ INTRODUCTION.
an eye on our table, and they will ibon fec
their - miftake.

fle’I‘lCC belongmg to none but men feated

- at the helm of affairs, I dare affirm, that'
thofe, who Ovovern, have no time to do’ any

thing elfe. ‘They muft have a chain of
pilnCIPICS ready formed to their hands. ‘The
maxims and details, fo neceflary to form
the ftatefman, depend on the general con-
neion and order of natural eﬁeé’cs, which
carry along with them the ‘whole political
mafs, by the indiffoluble concatenation of

el the moral and phyfical concerns of this
our fublunary world. It is the inveftigation

of thefe principles, that the philofophers,
engaged in the ftudy of nature, thould make
the objed of their meditations. It is the
refult of fuch inveftigation, demonftrated
i the cleareft manner, that compofes the
fcience of government. 'This ftudy confifts
in a pra@ical and decifive knowledge of
{everal things, which ought to be exammed

founded, and developed by the learned,

whom fuch ufeful labours would entltle to.

the efteem and thanks of mankmd May
not the man, who has facrificed immenfe

calculations

As to the notion of this

INTRODUCTION. ¢

calculations to the ambition of refolvmg the
- Catenarian pxoblem, while we dare left in

the dark concerning. the. means of procur-

ing our daily bread -concerning the con-
currence of all thofe ceconomical funé’tlons

fitteft to fecure fubfiftence and power to a
nation ; may not, I fay, . fuch an idle genius-
be compared to the father of a family, who
aimed at nothing, ftudied nothing, ambi-

tioned nothing, but to become an able.

chefs-player. O ye, whom Providence has

 diftinguithed by her richeft gifts, confider,

I befeech you, that it could by no means

‘be her intention in fo doing, to confine you

to the poor fatisfaction of making a figure
in the eyes of a lazy and curious people. All

~ the hours you throw away on fuch idle fpe-

‘culations, is.fo much time ftolen from' the

 ftudy of a patriot, and the duty of a citizen.
The fcience now before us is the province.
of the learned, for a man muft be learned

indeed, to dive to the bottom of it. Yes,
the ceconomical fcience is of fuch extent,
her obje@s are fo numerous, her relations {o
intricate, that her 1me1p1etels, to fucceed in

the developmcnt and combmatlon of {o many

br anchs.s |
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to INTRODUCTION.

branches of knoWIedge’, cannot be too welf
practifed in the ftudy of the abftrufe fciences;

and yet you leave me, me whofe neglis
gence of ftyle, and exuberance of ideas,
you fo juftly condemn; you leave me, I
fay, to wander alone in this new and ftrange

~road.  For fhame, awake! awake, I fay, o
from that profound lethargy, in which you

thus ignobly fuffer yourfelf to be held by

“the charms of fome more agreeable occupa-
- tion. Awake! arife! fhew yourfelves in the

employment moft worthy of your fuperior
talents ; or, when you fee princes degenerate
into tyrants, power abufed to ferve the worft
of purpofes, men blind to every thing but
their own intereft, the poor opprefled and
ftarving on the dunghill, fubfiftence refufed
to beings like yourfelves, and the race of
Japhet juftly branded with the appellation
of a cruel and mercilefs brood ; ceafe to attri-
bute to guilt, that which proceeds merely
from ignorance ; ceafe to accufe human na-
ture, it is yourfelves alone you are to acculfe.
Yes, prefent your heads to the vengeful

thunderbolt, and fay, what the mother of

a tyrant formerly faid; Iz 7s bere you fhould
. : o v /ﬁ" iée.

YNTRODUCTION.  aa

, /ixiée. ' .S‘a}; s ¢ Had we pointed out to

« mankind the road of phyfical profit:and

« moral good, .united and combined -toge- |

<« ther, they would have purfued them ; at
« leaft we :,sﬂxould not ‘be - anfwerable for
« their miftakes.” 3 S

" Bur things are not quite fo bad ; this

{cience begins to gain notice. I have met
not ohl‘y -fellow-labourers, ' as hinted “elfe-

“where, but even guides fin the purfuit of

it: a man of genius, who has analized and
‘minutely examined all the p;‘inciples;of it,
and by this f’cudy ‘has difcovered the fource
of all thofe evils, with which nations often
find themfelves overwhelmed, when they
think themfelves wifeft, has laboured, by a

. clofe and obftinate application. fuitable to

his talents, to acquire juft and folid ideas Qf
'.the fource, 'progrefs, and employment of
iches. But on marfhalling in his head the
refult of ;{hefefideas,-he faw plainly that it
‘was impoflible to communicate them pro-
perly by the mere in-ven’cion of letters, with-

" out ‘making out a map or’drawing to affitt
them ; and it is to this conviction of his

- W¢
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12 INTRODUCTION.

we owe the following 'cecoﬁomical table;
But though I perfe@tly agree with him in
the principles upon which he has con-

firaced it, I could not, with all the ap- ;

plica_tion I was mafter of, comprehend thefe
principles in their full extent, till Thad made
out a map myfelf, and withal drawn up fome

- explanations of that map for my own ufe,

Tt is thefe explanations, fuited to my own,

and confequently to the weakeft capacity,

which I now offer to the public, for whofe
ufe T received the ingenious performanee
that is the object of them, .

I musT howéver, before I go'ény"fur-., .

ther, beg leave to obferve, that fuch, as do
not chufe to beftow a iittle clofe and pa-

tient thinking on this performance, had as

good never look into it, fince otherwife, in
all probability, they would foon lofe the
thread of the writers arguments, and reap
nothing but error for their trouble. As for

- my part, I could not explain myfelf more
fully, without diluting too much this mafs
of principles, which, though capable of

furnithing matter for a thoufand volumes,
’ . | cannot
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cannot at firft - be kept too clofe together.
T muft, above all things, caution the reader

! againft flattering himfelf that he underftands

the table, till he has read the explanations
of it, in all the different lights and points
of view, in which he will here find it dif-
played. | ‘

i BuT before we fet out, we would do

well to lay down to ourfelves a few funda-
mental axioms, viz.

Tur earth is the mother of all our

goods.

~ Or thefe goodé, whatever is confumed
by him, who cultivates the earth, is fub-

fitence, and nothing riches, but What he

can difpofe of.

TuE man, who cultivates the earth with
his hands, can 'expe& no more from it than
bardy fubfiftence for himfelf and his family,
and that too of the pooreft kind, He muft
therefore look out for fuch affiftants, as may

" procure him a glfeatcl' produce, and at the

fame time require lefs to maintain them.

THIS
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% INTRODUCTION.
Tars affiftance confifts in machmes, in

cattle, in manures, &c. Thefe things are not
'to be had without money, and the amount

of what they coft is what we fhall call the

hufbandman’s primitive advances.

‘As of thefe things, fome, viz. the cattle,
muft have grafs, corn, &c. and all in ge-
neral are fubjec to wear and tear, proper
allowances muft be made to fupport, repair,
and recruit them. Now this allowance,
added to the hufbandman’s {ubfiftence, con-

ftitutes what we fhall call the hufbandman’s

annual advances, fince he muft every year
feed and recruit his live ftock, and till and
fow his land, &c. before he can expect any
crop from it.

A good crop, fuch as may be expected
from a good cultivation, thould yield, 1t, A
seimburfement of the annual advances, in

order to enable the hufbandman to prepare in

time for, and lay the foundauon as'it were,

of the next year’s crop. 2dly, The mtmeﬁ

-of his primitive and.annual advmces, that
is, a decent profit on the funds employed

INTRODUCTION. 15

by him in machmes, cattle, manures, &¢.
-~ adly, A further return thch the hu{band-
‘man may fell. or barter.

IT is this 1a& p’orti'on of the annuai prQ.Q

~ diice, which we call income: it is the only
‘portion that can be called nches, the reft

being indifpenfably requifite to keep agoing

‘the ceconomical machine.

IT is upon this portion, thus prove‘d to

be #iches, ‘and which we thall call zncome,

that all the ceconomical contexture of fociety

depends. It is this portion that yields, ift,

Tithes, confecrated to the fupport: of the

altar ; 2dly, The public revenue, et apart
for the gbvémment and defence of the com-
munity; 3dly, The landiord’s rent, being
what the hufbandman pays him for his land,
free from all the charges of cultivating it.-

Or thefe three portions, the firft affords
direély a livelihcod to all thofe engaged in
the fervice of religion; the fecond, a live-

hhood to all thofe inlifted in the fervice of
‘, the pubhc s the t‘md a Iy ch"lood to the
landlord,
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16 INTRODUCTION

landlmd and all thofe employed in hlsg

fervice.

THE three together, and each of them
feparately, maintain indire¢tly, and by the

- tribute of nec_:eﬁity, all the working part of

the nation, as well hufbandmen .as manu-

faé’curefs 3 o that this working part of the“!s ‘
nation, which before harveft had nothing tq -

~ live upon but their advances, live afterwards
upon the zncome, which flows back_ to them
to purchafe their fuperfluities, and affords
them the means of pouring it back in their
turn upon others that have any thing to
fpare, which they, the working part of the
nation, want, and have not reaped ﬁom
the earth or manufattured.

SucH is i:he machine of circulation in all
~ its parts, here reprefented by money ; which,
in itfelf, is no fubfiftence, but merely an
inftrument of barter umvezfally adopted by
all natxons. | ‘

Tais is the circulation rep:te{'ented by the
‘table, which I am now going to lay before

the |

!

XNTRODUCTION v

the reader, and the explanatlons of thch'_"_ .

he will do well to attend to in the oxder
I thall glve them. | |

¢

THis table‘{hews', that, by means of f‘he'

circulation between the three clafles; viz. the
proprietary clafs, confifting of the church,
the flate, and the landlord ; the producive
clafs, confifting of thofe employed in tilling

the earth ; and the manufacturing clafs the

mrculatmg mafs appears double the 1ea1 mafs
laid out in advances. | . |

But we muf’c carefully dlﬁmguxﬂl the
phyfical point of riches, which i is reproduc-"
tion, without which there Would be no hold-"

ing out above one year. 5

Tuus, then, it appears, that riches have

but one root, and that this root is the pro-

du@twe clafs, which vivifies all the other
claffes, giving them forces that return back
to itfelf, doubled by the favourable impulfe
of a brifk, equable, and-in every other refpeé’c
well Leguhted circulation,

€ Naw,

e

AN

o g e e

o st o
e vy R AT T R AR ST e s

T

=

e e .
S

4
Hig

'H
e

B
1

e
TR




13 INTRODUCTION.

Now it is thls cuculatmn we ' are ta

~ confider in the table, whofe fourtcen fub»-
divifions, though they appear gLadual are; .

in fa&, merely diftributive; for it is in one
and the fame year, that all this repartition
amongft all the numberlefs 1am1ﬁcat10ns of
fociety is pexformed

B_,UT it was by no means the Author’s
intention to make an algebraical affair of
this repartition, and confider it in all the
afpects of which it is capable. This would

be rather a geometrical amufement, foreign

to his object. He has exhibited it in a table,
'under no other pre&s than fuch as he
thoug_h_t md;fpenfgbly requifite.

Cate.

By undf*r{’candiﬁo' the table, the Reader
will readily v come to undezf’cand the depreda-
tions into which it is fuppofed the circulation
may fall ; he may be fure, befides, of feeing

his trouble, to make himfelf thorough mafter

of the principles flowing from this cecono-
mical ﬁLdy, amply rewarded not only by the
: : cer tamty

By doing

more he might have rendered it too intri-

INTRODUCTION. 19

certainty of th;’ conclufiens - afforded by

| them; but by a facility of forefight con-

cerning the naturé and effe&s‘ of every kind

[ of political operations.

In regard to the calculations, it is well.
| known, that fuch things have always an
. errors excepted tacked to them. ‘The truths,

contained in the table, depend not on the

| quantune  of thofe hletoglyphs called cy-

phers. 'They have been made ufe of in the

table, which, at firft fight, will appear the -

moft intricate part of the work, merely
to facilitate the comprehenfion of _it.- The
eyes muft be fpoke to in fupport of the lan-
guage fuited to the mind, which is. fubject
to diftra&tion, but may be called back by
mechanical obje&s. In fhort, the demon-
firator, when not underflood any where
elfe, will own the fault to be entirely hiss
but, if not underfiood here, muft attribute
it entirely to the want of attention in the
Reader. ‘
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[To face Page 21, }

THE OECONOMICAL TABLE

NU M BER 1,
Belonging to the ﬁr{’r fecond and third Sections of the ﬁrﬁpmtof
the Xxplanation ; in which Seftions are confidered, 1/2, three dif.

- ferent Klinds of Expence; 2dly, their Diftribution; 3dJ, their
Effelts 5 4thly, their Reproduttion ; s5thly, their Relations one t |

another 3 6thly, their Relations to Population ; 7bly, to Agriculture;
8thly, to Manufactures.; gthly, to Commerce ; 3 and lot/aly, to the
total Amount of National Riches.

Annual produ&ive Ad-  Annual Rent, or Land-  Annual barren Ad

vances relative to ‘lord’s Share, of the vances relative f
Agriculture, &c. Annual Income Manufaétures, &e,
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SECTION I
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the income arifes, in what manner it is
diftributed among the different claffes

of focu:ty, in what places it vam(hcs,-
and in what it 1s rcproduced
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; And fo on.
TOTAL REPRODUCTION 30/ rent, befides the proportional

‘annual advances of 30/. and the proportional intereft of the hafbandman’s

primitive advances and annual advances, amounting to 17/, 55. 841,
which the earth reftores. "Thus, the reproducion amounts to 774 55,841,
including the rent of 30/, which is the bafis of this calculation, but exclufive
of the land-tax of ; §/. the tithes of 7/. 105. the annual advances requifite ,
for the annual repreduction of the fajd land-tax and tithes,and the intereft of
thefe and the proportional primitive advances. All thefe {fums pat together

form an annual reproducion of 1 35/ 5s. which is half the produce of a
Flough in a flate of high cultivation, as fhall be hercafer explained.
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For this purpofe the Author makes ufe
of three columns. The ught hand column
comprehends the pxodué’cwe expences, that
is to fay, thofe of the hufbandman; the left
hand column, the bauen eXpences, that is
to fay, thofe of - the manufa&urer the
middle column is that of the 1 income, ‘whofe
reflux upon the right and left hand columns
fets and keeps the whele machine of circula~
tion a-going;. and affords all the juices requi-

ite for the fubﬁﬁence and encreafe of the '.

body politic.

THEV Author here affumes, by way of
example, an annual rent of 3o0/. which he

~confiders independently of the land-tax and

tithes to avoid perplexity. from too many fi-
Gmes, but we may, if we pleafe, look upon
 thefe thirty pounds as fo many mllhons.

He has likewife affumed a kmordom in
'a flourithing flate of cultwmon, Where the
reproductive expences yield the fame income
from ‘year to year, that is to fay, where
agriculture affords to the landlord, the king,
and the church, m all kinds of pmduce,

~ combined

Sedt. 1. The OECON"O'M'ICAL -TABLE'.' 23

combméd one with another, one hund1ed

~per cent. ploﬁt on the annual advances be-

ftowed uporr it, befides an intereft of ten per
cent. on thefe and the primitive advances ; or

- where the acre of land yields, on an aver age,

10's. a year rent to the landlord, 5. for the

~ land-tax, and 2s. 64. for tithes, in all 175 6d.

and likewife an equal fum for the reimburfe~
ment of the annual advances, befides 10os. 14.
for the intereft of the primitive ‘and annual
advances ; fo that the whole annual ymld
of the acre muft be at leaft 2/ gs. 1d.

taking one year with another, and one kind
“of crop with another kind. Foi the acre .

fhould produce double that fum the year it
is fown with wheat, in order to make
amends for the preceeding year that it’ lay
fallow, fo thata crop of wheat takes in two -

years.  Thus thercfore in the hypothens of
a neat produce of cent. per cent. with the

ten per cent. intereft on the primitive and
‘annual expences, this crop of wheat fhould . -
‘amount to 4/ 10s. 24. and the crop of fpring
~¢orn fo 21, 5. 14, the acre. But wheat both

réx}uircs a great deal more charges in propor-
m“s ‘and producxs., in proporfmn a great deal
¢ o4 - more

ks
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mote than fpring corn ; fo that the produce of

an acre -under wheat ought to be valued at

' 5-1 105, 2 d. and that of an ‘acre Unde‘r '

fpring corn at 1/ s 1d. amountmg to
the fame thing on the whole, that is, 6/
X 55. 3 d. the acre, for three years.

DUR fyftem excludes the  petty kmd of.

culture with oxen, &c. This kind of cul-
ture, to which hufbandmen are reduced for

“want of funds for the primitive advances '
required by a flout culture, is carried on
entirely at the expence of the land itfelf,
The hay yiclded by the meadows of a farm,
is eat up by the oxen; a great part of the

lands is employed in pafturage and other

gufes, {uffered to be fallow, or quite idle, &c.

under pretence of giving it time to recover
itfelf ; in a word, ' fwallowed up by the
expences of cultivating - it.
culture, I fay, for want of fuﬂiexent primi-
tive advances, requires exceflive annual ad-
vances to fubfift the great number of hands
neceflary to carry it on, who run away with

almoft: the whole produce. ‘This ungrateful
) Culture, thch beu -ays the povert ty and por-

Al

1ends

This kind of _

%& 1. T-’ae O\ECONOMICAL TABLE 23

tends the ruin of thofe nations Whele it pre-
vails, has no relation to the order of our table,
which we {uppofe conformable to that ftate of -

_ things, in which the annual advances em-.

ployed on a fuitable fund of primitive ad-
vances, yield cent. per cent. profit, befides
ten per cent. intereft on themfelves, and the
primitive advances.

'We moreover {'uppofe the venal value of. \
corn what it ought to be kept up to by .a
freedom and facility of domeflic and for eign

- comumerce, thatis to fay, that wheat is worth 3

38s. the quarter. This condition muft be
every where underfiood; for without fetimg

- a value on the real price of the immediate -

fruits of the earth, itis 1mpoﬂible to form any
idea of the ftate of expence, or produce, or
income of any nation. Iet us now explain
more at large, what we- here mean b y thefe
two expreflions, przmzz‘we czﬂ"vmzce’s, and gz~
aual advances, '

By _przmzz‘zfue adfvances, omxtted in the
<table for fear of makmg it too intricate, we
mcean What the hufbandman muﬁ, lay out,

- . en
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- on his entering upon buﬁnefs, in the pur-
chafe of cattle, inftruments, and In other ‘

extraordinary charges, which, in a ftate of

high cultivation, fuch as the table fuppofes,

cannot, with one year’s rent, amount to lefs
than 5ool on a farm of 120 acres, and one
plough to work fuch a farm with, during
the two firft years; for fo long muft the
farmer be fatisfied to labour before he can
expe@ a crop : and all this, exclufive of the
ordmary annual advances of 10 51

PropPLE are t00 igﬁorant in many places,
and it is poverty that makes them {o, of the

- prodigious advantage there is in not being

too frugal in thefe primitive advances. The
earth is a moft grateful parent. She repays
Wlth ufury whatever we lend her, and that
in an infinite pIOgLeﬁion in our favom. )

It is thlS fund of p11m1t1ve advances, the.

neceflity and importance of which cannot

- but be fuﬁimently felt on the bare mention

of them, that we muft chiefly confider in
an agrlcole ftate. Fools and knaves, I know,
will cry out, Men bﬂ‘U& done nothing ~ but

‘ comj)lam

| manufa&umng clafs, &,

| Se& 1. The OECONOMICAL TABLE. 27
‘, complczm of the  badnefs g" the times tbeﬁ

twenty years pcyi and. yet rents; tithes, and

taxes, come in as ufual. 1 allow, that the

hufbandman, though obliged inftead of large

‘horfes to make ufe of thofe of a middling

fize, and from thence to defcend. to hobbies,
mules, affes, &c. may for fome time longer

‘make a fhift to pay one way or another ;

but it will be by breaking in upon his
flock, by which means his ruin, from being
certain, as it was at furft, becomes abfolutely
1rretmevable. -

Tue annual advances are the funds em-
ployed every .year, and take in two ob:
jects, viz. the annual produdlive expences
on the one hand, ‘and the annual barren
 expences on the other.

Tug annual productive expmces are em-
ployed in tillage, meadows, pafture land,
fitheries, mines, and in the fubfiftence of
the hands belonging to this clafs, &c. in
order to perpetuate our riches in corn, be-
‘verage, timber, cattle, and matena.ls for the

THE«-
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Tue Author by making the rent 30/,

and fuppoﬁnor it the produce, on the footing -
of a ftout culture, of cent. per cent. befides

the interefls already fo often mentioned, al-

lows, it is plain, 30/ for the annual produc-
tive expences: in the fame hypothefis, by

allowmg an expence proportioned to the in-
come in the manufacturing clafs, he fixes

“the annual advances for the annual barren

expences at 15/, Let us now examine the
diftribution and circulation of the i income,

'accordmg to the rules jutt laxd down.,

SECTION

,Part Ii

~ T'ur annual darren expences take in all the
“expences of the manufalturing clafs, as
well domeflic, as thofe requifite to carry
on, or f{ubfervient to, the1r refpeéhve ems-
ployments. '

Be@.2. The OrcoNomICAL TABLE. 29 |

SECTION 1L

The OECONOMICAL TABLE confa’ered*
in its Progrefs.

{See Tasvre Ne L7

HE annual advances of 30/ com-
mitted to the earth by the. hufband-

‘man, yield him a net produce of 30/ for
the landlord. | ‘

Turs will appear a very idle fuppofition
to the many poor landlords, who think
themfelves but teo happy in meeting With_.
fome wretched farmer willing to diyide the
fruits of every kind with them, and, mifer-
able as thefe' conditions are, they are too
good for f{o paltry a cultivation, fince on
the leaft: calamity the landlord muft fup-
port his tenant, or expect to fee his' lands
deferted - by him. But this “difmal kind
of culture, the daughter of neceflity, and

| R - the
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the mother of mifery, has nothing com-
mon with a good culture, fuch as ‘may be
feen in fome countries, and fuch as we here.

fuppofe it ; where the hufbandman, inde- -
- pendent as to his food, receives nothing from

the landlord but the canvafs of the produce,

‘and has even his own private fund of pri-
mitive annual advances, for which the earth -
-pays him at leaft ten per cent. intereft. This

portion of the hufbandman’s annual reim-

‘burfements, as I have already faid, is not

taken notice of in the table; but the Author,

in the recapitullation at the bbttom of the
faid table, allows 17/ 5s. 84. ; for the

intereft of the primitive and annual advances
requifite to yield a rent of 30/

BuT to proceed. 'The annual ‘advances

of 15/ fet down here for the barren ex-’

pences, confit in the purchafe of raw ma-
terials for the manufaGturer to work upon,
and in his fubfiftence, till he has finithed
and. fold his goods. But thefe advances
reproduce nothing, as every one krows, and
the table evinces.
I fay, produce nothing, but only give every

o o thing

)

Trade and manufa&ures, -

ot v et o

Sé&.ﬁz.‘ The OrcoNOMICAL TABLE. 3'1'

thing the greaté{’c relative ,Y‘alue‘. The 15/
nct produce, which conftitute the landlord’s
yent, are expended by him, half among the
clafs of productive expences, for bread, ‘wine,

‘meat, &c. and the other half among the
~clafs of barren expences, for cloaths, fur-

niture, and the like.

order of the table, immediately pafles over

. THE 151 of thQ re;_nt, which, ih the K

to the clafs of productive expences, are fo

many advances veturned in money, which:
in the courfe of the year reproduce 15 l. net,

* and thefe 15/ conftitute part of the repro-

duGion of the landlord’s rent for the year.
following ; and by the remaining diftribu-
tion of thofe fums, which return during -

the courfe of the fame year to this fame
clafs, as it here appears from ftep to ftep,
the total revenue is yeatly reproduced.

. TH_E.SE 15l Ifay, which the landlord has
pb_ured back into the clafs of produ@civevex-,
pences, afe expended by the farmer, one
half in the purchafe of the productions

furnithed by his own clafs, fuch as bread,

- wine,
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wine, meat &ci *he other half in aicmlel |
fmmtme tools, and the lh«:e, fup},hed by~

the clafs of barren expences.,-

THE T 5! of the landiords rent W‘nch{

‘ '.paﬁed over_ to the clafs of barren expenees,"_
are e%pended by the manufa&mer, &e. half"

| among_ the clafs of produé’cwe expences in
bread, wine, ‘and ¢ meat for hzc fabﬁ{’cence,_ .
and in the purchafe of raw matenals towork:
upon, | or to carry on for foreign commerce,

* The other Half remains in- the clafs of bar-
ren expences for his mamtenaﬁce, and the”
“reimburfement of h1s advances, that is to -
" fay, of the fum juft now ﬁud to be advanced -
" by the manufacturer, till he can ma,ke up }

and dzfpoi‘e of h1s goods. a

Tms cxrculatlon, and thxs recxprocal an&"
annual dxf’mbution, proceed in the fame or-
“der by new {ubdivifions to the laft farthmg
of the fums which pafs 1'ec1p1ocally from
‘ohe clafs to another. “Let us now examine
the zeﬂux, and total amount, of all thefe
,funds.f | N LR LA A

Aot s ek S
$
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It appears, by addmg together the fums

carried to the clafs of barren expences,. that, ,

the cnculatlon carries 30/, to that clafs. . Of

thefe 30/. we mutt: 1mmed1ately dedu& 15/,
to replace the czmzuczl aa’wmces. Thele remam |
15/ for Wagea.\ ‘Thus we - ﬁﬁd that the
15/ “which mmedzately at- ﬁxﬁ fettmrr out

pafs from the Iandlord s hands’ mto ‘the clas

of barren’ experices, replace in’ the faid clafs

the I 51 annual advances ;' and' that the -

Wages of the fald bfuren clafs ifflue from ano-

ther qua;ter, being the 15/ which this clas
Teceives ﬁom the clafs of pxodué’twe S
pences. . | e

THE produce of the clafs ox pxodu&zve .
expences is 6ol excluﬁve of the land-tax

a.nd tithes, and the 1ntere{’c on the pr1m1~ -

noL to render the order of expences too in-

tricate, thall be taken notice of apart. The -

produce, 1 fay, is 6ol to wit, 301 which we

“have paid already i mto the hands of the Jand-
lord, and 30] more, Whlch comvmte the

| rexmbur ement ‘of the czmzuczl m’ ’ﬂ?[ﬁ‘c’:. - Let
s now trace the emplovment of tneie éu!

D W
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WE faid, that the 'Iaﬁdldrd bought 15/

‘worth of the land’s pi'oduce, which is the

fame thing as if he received half his in-

come in faid produce; Ij /. more pafs
over to the clafs of barren expences, vz,
7l 105, which remain there of the firft
0/. poured into by the landlord (for it

appears that the barren clafs, by means

of what it pours back at every ftep to
the produdtive clafs, retains but half of
what it has received) and 7/ 10s. which it
receives by the feveral returns made to it by
the productive clafs. Of the remaining 3ol

one half is confumed or funk in the clafs
of produ@ive expences, by the men employ-

ed in raifing the produce, and the amount of

"' the other half goes to compleat the rent due

to the landlord *,

‘The advances of the produtive clafs re~

preduée every year themfielves and the in-

come ; and in like manner the income and

thefe.

% Tur maintenance of cattle, though fupplied by the
roduce of the earth, is not brought into this account, as

the fale of theni forms in itfelf part of the income.

MNow are the reprodu&ions of the 3o/, advances taken.

any notice of, as they muft be again beftowed on the earth,

-$0 have a crop the next year.

1
$
i
!
i
g
i
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thefe ‘advances are every year confumed and
reproduced : the advances likewile are con-
fumed every year at the hufbandman’s; for
they are nothing but the charges or expences
which he is obliged to be at to reproduce
them and the income, which is the net prm
duce of the ,Cuitiva«tion,f after deducting all
the charges attending it. Ef the advances, by

being too weak, - reproduced nothing but

themfelves, none but the hufbandmen, and
the members -of t-h,:e‘,barr?en clafs, whofe
wares the hufbandmen purchafed, could
{ubfift on the produce of the earth. In fuch
circumnftances, neither the flate, nor the

-landlord, nor the church, could expe& any
thing without breaking in upon the fubfift-

ence of the hufbandman, and thofe of the

barren clafs, who fupplied the hufbandman

with neceffaries ; without deftroying the ad-
vances which are the means of reproducing
the faid fubfiftence ; in thort, without making
a defart of the land, _And then farewel to all
hufbandry, manufactures, and commerce !

IT is therefore neceflary, inorder to main-

~tain the opulence, populoufnels, and power
D2 of
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‘of a nation, that the hufbandman’s ad-

vances fhould be fuflicient to obtain from the
earth the greateft net produce, or greateft in-
come poffible ; that is, that the produéhons

“fhould be in the greateft quantity, and of

the greateft venal value poffible.  Befides,
it imports every nation to maintain herfelf, by
the venal value of the commodities of her
own growth, in the moft advantageous de-
gree of opulence, relatively to the riches of

- the nations about her, and relatively to the
reciprocal commerce which fhe carries on

with them ; for fthe would lofe greatly by
fe_llmg cheap,j and buying dear, in her deal-
ings with them. . Such a commerce would

redound entirely to their advantage, and .
would difturb the order of relative riches be-

tween ~her and her neighbours: a thing,
which may eafily happen by means of a bad

police, by taxes, or, in a word, by any abfurd

regulations inverting the natural mder of the
nation’s commerce.

BuT, to return to the 15/ allotted in the

fuppofition of a net produce of cent. per cent.
to the Cl&fa of baxren expences, to carry on

that

RN S
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that part of foreign commerce, which pro-
cures the vent of fuch immediate fruits of

the eaxth as an agricole nation ‘cannot con-

fume. -

OF thefe 151 one half or 71 10s. are

fpent in. purchaung fubfiftence . for the clafs

Jtfelf; the other half is carried off by fos

reign . commerce, which we refer to this
fame clafs. Thus an cighth of tHe whole.

"amount of the producions enters foreign

commerce in exportation, in raw mate-,
rials, 'and in food for the nmnufa&urers
of the country,- WhOle wares are exported

to other nations. 'The trade, called recipro-.

cal fmelgn commerce, - confifts in the fales.

of the merchant ballancing e*{aéhy the pur--.

chales made by him of the gold, ﬁlvei, and.
other commiodities, of the natxon he deals
W1th

Sucu is the diftributive order, in which
the immediate productions of “the earth are

" confumed by the feveral clafles, into which

the inhabitants of an agr icole country may be
dmded and fuch is the idea we fhould
' D3 form
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form to omfelves of the ufe and extent of i
foremn commerce - in a ﬂouu{hmg agri« . o , ‘ o \
-~ cole nation, whofe government no way cb- o "SECTION IL
N ftru@s the fale of the | 1mmednte fruits of - .
3 - the earth. Thus in a nation, whofe terri- The OBRCONOMICAL TA_BLE Caﬂﬁa’efgd :
tory p1oduces annually one hundred - and relatively to POPZAZOZ&/”&Q/‘-
twenty millions, the annual exportations - o
would amount to ﬁﬁeen millions, This may ?
be confidered as the genuine commerce of

a well governed aoucole nation, carriéd on \HE recigmcal vents, made by onc
in the immediate produce of its lands. This’

il clafs of expence to anmhei, diftrie
is the commerce which keeps up the vent | bu cs on both ﬁrk-,s the incoine of 3‘9/ giv-
and venal value of the immediate fruits of
the earth, which makes agmcultura flourith, S
tenders all the lands of value, fecures his
fevenue to the foverelgn, and his rent to the
ldndiord and is, at the fame time, a certain

fource of ‘wages for the hands employed in the | .
~¢lafs of ba1ren expences. - - X o

[ See Tasrr IN° L]

ing 15/.to each.

Tue landlord 1ub ifts | by ‘th'e 304 th:::h
he expevds. The Ir'Z which he dxﬁrmu%
to each clafs, added to the pzc«mae of the .
land-tax, the txthes, &Fe. anr\f:xbd thereto,

c\ 3 {- -
may fubfift a man in eachof the two of 1{1 et
ch;ies. Thus a 1&**‘ of 70/ md; de-

ﬁ nce to three
~ pendencies, may yidd fub ence | i

houze—kee«)el S.

5 On this?ooting a rent of thirty mﬂhons.;zs ,,
2 C ] fufficient to yield {ubfiftence to three ﬂ'dw
° EC TION lions of families, of four heads eqchf |

- | Da W

RIS
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plies ,faleé and purchafes, without multiplying -
things, and is but a further increafe of bar~ B
ren expences. Thus it appears, on the t3are |
s infpection of the Table, that the pecuniary
| I amount of the annual rents is fufficient for -
» circulation in the commerce of an agg‘icole

W faid, that the annual advances of the
produtive clafs, being nothing elfe but the’
difburfements made for the reproductions,
were repaid by the earth every year; we
faid likewife, that half of thefe annual ad-
vances, v7z. 15/. went to pay the wages of

R R e T T TR AL L 1R

e
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the hands employed by the farmer in the - knation.

‘work of reproduction. Now thefe 15/. main-

tain another family; and as they ftand for.

fifteen millions, we may reckon another
million of families. o

Tuvus then thsfé f'ortj-—ﬁve millions, which,

exclufive of the land-tax, tithes, intereft of

all the advances, both primitive and annual,

“would iffue from year to year from the earth,

would. be fufficient’ to yield fubfiftence to
fixteen millions of fouls of every age, agree-
able to this order of the circulation and dif~
tribution of the annual -produés and rents.

By circulation, nothing more is meant
here but the purchafes made at the firft
“hand, and paid for with the income which
is divided between all the feveral clafies of
men, éxcluﬁvc of commerce, which multi-

o o plies

HEere fhen are fixteen millions of fouls
fubfifted in a ftate, in which the landlord’s
rents amount to thirty millions. But we have
not as yet confidered either the land-tax or
the tithes, which, added to the landlord’s
rents, cannot fail of rendering very eafy the
circumftances of thofe fixteen millions of
fouls, provided the population ftops at this
number, the beft proportion to make a
flourithing people ; for the richer the agri- N
culture of a nation, the fewer hands fhe,
employs in raifing corn, and the more
‘fhe ftands in need Qf exportation to maintaig

plenty, and keep up the venal value of

“her productions. A flourithing nation, to.
enjoy her own annual riches, muft buy
from f01'eignelf3'fuch goods as hcr own Nlandsv
don’t produce. It is therefore requifite that

the

e )

e,
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{he {hould bailance thefe purchafes from
forezgners by her fales to them of the fuper-

ﬁuous part of h61 own produce. ‘W}thoutf

fuch reciprocal commerce, her riches would

‘in time dwindle to nothing; her produc-

tions would come to have no fixed or con-
ftant price; the annua iretmns of the huf-
bandman would Become precarious ; the in-
comes of the foveremn, the landlord, and
the chuxch would decrea(e, and ‘the popu-

loufnefs, kept up by thefe i mcomes, Would‘

- be dimxmfhed

MANUFACTURES are Vely far from bemg,

by the exportation of them, an infallible {ource

~of populoufnefs ; they may be eftablithed
any where; they are itinerary, and incon-
{tant, in proportion to the force, with
which neceflity, ora profpect of greater ad-
vaniage, attralts them A nation cannot rec-
~ kon upon any riches as abfowtely her own,
but the extent and fruitfulnefs of her lands.
An agricole kingdom can build on nothing
but a popuiaticn maintained in eafy circum-

{tances by the riches it draws from its own
territory 3 and {uch 4 populatidn_will be fuf-
ficient to anfwer all the purpofes that can be
€x~
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expected from it, conformably to thc {tate of
the kmgdom s uches.

i

In calculating, how many mhabxtants may ,

be maintained in reax"onab‘y ealy circum-

flances, by this or any other amount of an- - '

nual rents, we do not mean to limit or cal-.
culate the infinite number of flies who are
always to be found about a rich hive ; 5 and

which, without any infallible means of iubu.

fitence, are however mamtamed by tne VO~
luntaly paiﬁmony of the bees, and their owii

. ggconomy and reﬁanatlon to put up with the

leavings of others." A ftranger, who on
entering my houfe, fees a fcullion at-
tended by two fhoe-blacks at a time, muft
not from thence conclude, that in rating
the wages and perquifites of this fcullion, I
have a‘lowed fo much for this his vanity ?
By no means. I give myfelf no concern about
it. No doubt he has his own reafons, fuch as
thcy are, fora@ing in this manner ; and thefe
reafons, combined with an infinite number of
fimilar reafons in the minds of oth¢1 s; yield a

livelihood to fwarms of thefe officiousand

frugal flics called Savoyards. It is thus, that
~ be-
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befides the number of inhabitants fecure of
{ubfiftence inn a great {tate, there cannot but
‘bea great number of others, who, attrated

by the fmeli, croud about the pot, to fuck

up the fcum of it. This portion of the
inhabitants, however, will ever be relative
to the produce, and as often as the produce’
falls /fhort, it is, as it ought to be, the firfi
portion that difappears. S

W fhall fee bye and bye how and why the-
land-tax muft be reckoned half the landlord’s
income. ‘Thus therefore, where the land-
lord’s income amount to thirty millions, the.
land-tax. muft amount to fifteen millions*,
and the tithes to feven millions five hundred
thoufand pounds. Thefe two additions

from a ftock of twenty-two millions five

“hundred thoufand}pounds; and this fum, be-
ing an annual income diftributed in the fame
direcion with the income of the land-owners,
“muft be divided into fubfiftence, and the

means

- % Tuese fifteen millions, by being paid by the land,
are raifed without charges, and without any taxes upon
perfons or goods. France, well cultivated, could thus afford
‘a land tax or impoft of twenty-two milliens and a half,
and upwards, without hurting the national revenues,. trade,
or manufadtures.. 'Tis the only kind of impoft that does
not prove deftrutive in an agricole kingdom, EREE

\
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means of making their circumftances more
cafy, for a proportionable number of inha-
~ bitants. ' o |

Tur reimburfement of th¢ annual _ad-
vances,required by thefe two new portions of

income, treated according to the rule hereto-

fore deduced for the annual advances relative
to the income of the land-owners, forms an-
other ftock of eleven millions, two hundred.

and fifty-thoufand pounds, which reunites -

with the diftribution that extends to ali‘ the
clafles of inhabitants. |

Ir 1 have deviated from the hypothefis,
by which I confined myfelf to the confidera-
tion - of the landlord’s. income, exclufive
of the land-tax and tithes, it. was merely to
compleat and purfue to the end the ca;cui.a»
tion of the ftate’s ;}opuiou;ﬁxefs, all the wir}a
tacitly underftanding thefe additions of iubiﬁ-
tence. All'to this, 1 ftick tq my firft bounds,

Turre are therefore a million of land-
oWneré,' whofe expences are rated, one with
another, at 3o/ 2 head, and three millions
of houfe-keepers, ‘who fubfift by labour, ‘or

lucrative  employments. T hisr males, with
‘ S the .
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the additions juft now mentioned, 23/ 113,
for every head of a family of this clafs, as
will appear hereafter by the total. of the an-
nual produce, which, in the prefent hypo-
thefis, yields, for the expences of the inhabi-
tants, one hundred and fix millions five hun-
dred thoufand pounds, from which the per-
fonal expences of the land-owners muft be
dedué&ed; the remainder belon gs to the clafs
fubfifting by labour or lucrative employments.

- ‘Tue thirty millions income may be dmded
amonGﬁ a fmaller number of mhabxtams In

this cafe, the fewer the land-owners, the more

would the expence of their income exceed
the confumption which each of them conld
perfonally make ; but then they would diftri-
bute a great deal in liberalities, or gather to-
ther other men to help them to confume, what
their income allowed them to expend : 'Thus
thefe expences would be diftributed pretty
much in the ame manner, asif there was
a greater number of land-owners, cach con-
fined to a finaller expence. The fame holds
good of the inequality in t‘le profits of thofe
bc&ongmo to the other claffes, within which

the advances, the interefts, and the profits

: | = ~of
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of the farmers, merchants, and mafter-

manufacturers, pafs into the hands of the

perfons employed under them. Thefe ob-

je@s, by fucceflive and reciprocal diftribu-

tions, afford, in due gradation, profits or

falaries, in their turn, toall the members of
the lucrative prdfeﬂions. Hence the expences,

even of the rich, are no more than 2 diftri-

butive transfer of expences, which extends to

all the other inhabitants of a country, in
proportion to their falaries. :
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"SECTION IV.
The Ouconomicar TasLE confidered
relatively to the amount of the |
impoft and tithes. e
: [“See TarLE, Ne 1I. ] B :
NCE upon a time, in a certain na-
tion, which as yet could barely bleat,

but was very defirous of being able to articu- -

late, there ftarted up a wifeacre, who. propo-

" fed to his countrymen a moft wonderful pro-

jé& ; this Was,'t.hat every fubje‘& {hould give a .‘

2 halfpénny aday to‘t_he gOVernment, a contri~
“bution, which could not, he faid, bear heavy

‘upon any, even the pooreft, member of the

community, confidering that there was not
one amongft thgm, who did not already pay

~ .a great deal more upon what he confumed, 8.
+ Bat, if this country was not, in matter of

financial knowledge, #he kingdoni of the blind,
at leaft it did not lie in a very diftant latitude.
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TOTAL REPRODUCTION 52/ 105 income, befides the an«
nual advances of §2/. ros. and the intereft of thefe annual and the pri-
‘mitive advances, amounting to 30/, s which the earth reftores. Thus
the reprodution amounts to 135> . including the income of 52/ 105,
which is the bafis of the calculat.... of half the total annual produce 'of. a
plough in a ftate of high cultivation. Thus, then, it appears, that the entire
“annual produce of a plough, in a ftate of high cultivation, may, on a
average, be valued at 270/, 104, :
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- Every thing, or almoft every ‘thing there,
went in impofition ;. and nothing, or almoft

nothing, in impoft. T

But let me, before I go any farther, take
notice of the fignification I here attribute to.

thefe two words. By impofition then, I mean

‘the Whole batch intended for the prince ; and
by 1mpoi’c ‘that portion of it which comes
into his hands, clear of all the expences.
which attend the kneadmg of it,

To proeeed The above pzojeé’c was 1 univer- -

fally approved, in virtue of that general in-

- fluence, which:even the bare thadow of fim-

plicity has over the minds of men. ~Butit is.
an eafy matter to fee by our Table, that the

“caleulation, in confequence of which people:

may be fuppofed then to have faid, * The
“ king has twenty millions of fub_]a,&s, for

““ example, men, women and children, and.

“a halfpenny a day for every one of them;,

“ that is to fay; two-pence a day for every

< father of a famlly, poor or uch, makes:

“ 41,666/ 155, 4d. aday, and 15,235,867 4

fay, to fee, that thxs cdculatxon 1uppofed as.
' a Cer=

“ 6584 a year.” It is an ealy matter, I

T ———
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a certam faé’c that 1t ramed money upon the

mhabltants, whﬂe they Iay fnormg in thexr N
beds; as it did manna upon the Ifraelites in

the defart 3 for othex wife, all to the landlmd

the fubje& who earns nothmg, c¢an have
nothmg ; and he who earns has nothmg, but

what hc 1ece1ves ag an agent or fervant m

the ba1ren, or the produéhve clafs._ If he- |
is an agent in the produé’clve clafs, he 1s, no ,

doubt, conﬁdercd as a- PlOpl‘iCtOl‘ as far as

his advances go; but by breaking in upon

the mtere{’c of thefe advances, deﬁmed to

make up: the mevﬂ:able loffes in hufbandry, o

you'll foon break i upon the ftock itfelf.
Now leflening the ftock, is leffer Jening the

-~ reproduction, and of courfe the income ; and

leflening the income, is lcﬁenmg the circu-
Jation of thc whole ftate. If; on the contr ary,
he is only afervant or l&bOUlCl, his falary, ds

being but juft fuﬂiaent to afford him the ne=- -

ceflaries of life, muft be mcxmied to the to~

tal amount of what is taken from hxm. Thus -

the blow given him re-adts upon the em-

ployer, from the employer on the advances,

the 1cp10du&10ns the incomes, and {o makes
*he fame mund as in the ﬁm Caﬁ:

EZ: - -:_!-Fa
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~ Ir, on the other hand, the contributor is

agent or mafter in the barren clafs, the im-
* poft breaks in upon his advances, and he muft,
to reimburfe himfelf, raife the price of his

¢ommodities. Now, as he is paid for them
by the landlord, on the one hand, and by the
productive clafs on the other, this throws fo
much fubftance over to the barren clafs, as lef-
fens the reproduction in the fame ratio, and
difturbs the march of the whole Tabte. If
he is but fervant in this fame clafs, he is paid

. by, andis, asitwere,a member. of the em.
~ ployer, upon whom his overload bears, as

in the productive clafs, and thence on the
¢ommodity, &c. , -

 We fhall difeufs this kind of wafte

" the Second Part, where we fhall treat of the

diforder, which the Table may fuffer by va-

~ rious phyfical and moral caufes ; what T now
fay of it, is merely to fhew, at pne glance,

that, whatever fhape the impoft appears in,
it is impoflible it thould arife from any thing
but the produce of the land; and that,

unlefs it is immediately raifed upon the net

produce which' conflitutes the incomie, it
tofcs all ftability and fteadinefs. It lofes of its
- frength
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ﬁrengﬁh by the number of its <re\:_)cv>u.nd£;‘,.;v of .
:ts amount by the difficulty of levying it, 2

Circumﬁance {o fav’o_,urab‘le to monopoly ;.‘ e.nd_ :
ot its certainty, by the {mallnefs of the objects.

There is, befides, every moment, t.he_. gr’eate{’e

danger of its degenerating into {poliation, andg

thus drying up its own fources. |

ACCORDINGLY, it is dire€tly upon the in-
come, or the net produce, that the author
Jays both impoft and tithes. Ee' omits them
‘1 his table, for fear of rendering it t00 com-
plic&e ; though; .after‘ all, it is in appear\aece
only that he omits them 5 for he makes thirty
millions rent carry along with it fifteen mxl—-
lions i"rrnpof’c,“. amounting, i»n’ the whole, tc’);
foftY-ﬁve millions. | v

| Tue annual net produce of theﬂland‘ s -
confidered apart from the annual reimburfe-a
menté of the farmer. ‘This net produce has .
three ,proprietoifs;- the vfov,ereign, the’l\and-
lord, and the church., The Jandlord can

" claim no more of the net pxjoduce, than the

fhare which he ufually receives, ,‘ﬁvnce it
is according to the value of fuch ﬂ}are that he
pays for the land. The other fhares are un-
T E3 - ali\enable.,
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ahenable. So thatit 1s not the landlold Who

pays either the tithes, or the ufual regualarim-

pott. Thefe portions of the fubf’cance do not
bolong to him. Thus, in thort, t‘le regular
impott is paid by nobody, but is fupphed by

" the income of that part of the eftate, ‘which

is the real pfxmmony of the puch Thexe~
foxe the land-owner has no right to fay, that

it is his eftate which pays the impoft, when

the 1mpoi’c 18 regular. Therefoxe the three
proprietors juﬁ now ment'oned have-a com-

~mon and lawful intereft in the pr ofperity of

agriculture, fince they partake proportionably
of the opulence it may create.” - » |

"T'r1s proportion of the impoft to the, total
net produce, will appear exceflive to thofe,
who have never turned their thoughts this
way. But, if they will juft confider the bur-
then of - arbitr ary nnpoatxons whether fuch

asare pex {fonal, or fuch as are deemed terri-
torial ; of the taxes on every kind of bufi-

nefs, whether ‘mercantile bufinefs, or law

:‘buunexS, e, elpecmlly the excifes on con-
,-l‘ﬁlmption on the tranfit of goods from one
province to another, and on' expor tation and
'Jm}'@tamﬂa &, If they will read enoum

O%
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of hiftory to.know; t_hat there are fome coun-

“tries, not  very near Monomotapa, Wheze,
4n certain diftricts, an acre under vines is
found to yield 72 /. to the fovereign, by the
‘various taxes on the produce in all its invo-

lutions, and but 1/. 10s. clear of all char O*es ;

to the owner, If, Ifay, fuch perfons W111

but weigh all thefe exactions in a kKingdom

alr eady ruined by them, and reflect that they

tend to ruin the impoft itfelf, it is 1mpoﬁ1ble
they fhould not fee, that the landlords ‘would -
be very happy to purchafe, at the expence

‘even of half their income, an exemptxon
| ﬁom fuch a comphcatxon of cankew.,

IN the mam all the. pretended nehes,

| ‘uxﬁng from fuch exaéhons, are no better than

an empty {imoke ; and, “while from year to
‘year they abforb the fund, they oradualiy
leflen the produce, and annihilate alt the re-
{fources ; they even come-to nothing them-!
'{elves, as to the ufe to be made of them, by
‘the mdxfpenfable rifé they caufe in the price
of all the fervices they are to purchafe, as 1
fhall demonftrate, whenlI come to confider
‘the table in a confumptwe ftate. But. t‘m;
do not bear the lefs upon the landlord’s in-
\ E 4. Ccome,
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"_ullnch hitherto cntancrled your farmer and
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come, the enjoyment of which they annually
deprive him of, and which they intercept at
its very f{ource, inftead of Waltmg a little, till .
it has acquired fome ftrength in‘its progrefs.;

a miftake by Whlch the landlord is doubly 3

' lofer.

A woRrD ther efore to the Iandlord Your
eftate’ yields 1500/, of which you receive.
“but 1250/ the remainder being kept by the.
farmer for the arbitrary taille, with whlch‘

he is charged, and which both ruins hxm,
and impairs your lands. Befides this, you
pay, in expending thefe 1250/ your fhare
of the impofition laid upon mens wages, ‘and
upon commodities,  Your farmer likewife
labours under the fame 1mpoﬁt10n, which is
again levmd on the produce of your lands.
All thefe impofitions put together rob you

~of above 1000/ of the produce of your

eftate; and this produce, on account. of the

._Vuncertam and unhappy condition of your
farmer, does not amount to the fourth part
‘\of What it othervmfe would

BUT let us fuppofe all the chords brokc,

all
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all the barriers levelled, Wmch hmdexed his.

commodities from xeachmg, in all their im-
. .munity, the univerfal market in- quett of
a venal value. The net produce of your

lands would then be fourfold, at leaft; what
it is at prefent "The 1500/ would amount

‘to 4500/ which, after paying a territorial
~impoft of 2000/ inftead of 2 504 would turn

out for your fhare 4000/. inftead of 1000/ k
Your lands would be no longer expofed to
thofe degradations, which continually threaten

| _you with the total lofs of your income; be-

Aides, you would get rid of the meoﬁtlon,
which, in your expences,  fwallows up one

third .of your income. Would you not have -

reafon to think yourfelf very happy to give up
forty to obtain a fecure poﬁ"efﬁon of eighty,
inftead of a- very pxecanous pofleflion ‘of

thirteen ? This you think 1mpofﬁble ; but
have a little patience, and you fhall fee‘
_other “details, which will remove all your

doubts. Again; if, after calculating ' your
profits arifing from the produtive  clafs,

you chufe to conﬁder them with 1egard to '

-the barxen clafs, you will fee, that on ac-

count of the great eafe manufa&ulers muft’
‘ acgluxrc;- ‘
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racquire: by ‘an'Aexcm’pvtion from taxes, a
rent of 4000/ would lbe’eqfu'al'to 75004

‘as thmgs.now go, fince you could afford to

- confume three times as much. It is true
,‘irildeed‘, that you miuaft confume 3 for-‘if 1;
~ ‘chfurpptioll -alone, that caﬁkeep up a britk
circulation, according to the order of my

"ta!?-le. - But. furely ‘this cannot -be called a
grievance. -Man feeks only to enjoy, and
‘the only ufe he can make of riches is to -.e‘n-f

joy them. We are defirous to enjoy, I fa

a_s"fop.n as the natural order of things -céafz;u
to be .1:nv§:rted by any kind of injuftice that
may interfere with our enjoyment; and to

~beable to confume a great deal, -is to be

rich: for, in this fenfe, confumption and in

- come are fynonimous terms. o

- brT ous fuppofé, 1n ‘ﬁge,jth»at ,fhc pro« |

greﬁive contribution of one third of the in-
.come. appears exorbitant.; ‘it cannot, how-
~ever, be called fpoliation*. And this is all

o 'ihéi r}})éogiie{ﬁox} cannot be called exorbitant, as long.
patrimony fr'l‘eh’ tg its legal proportion, being the rightfuti
. Portionab};eotot tie Overlexgn, whofe income fhould be pro-

; ole opulence of * his dominions.  Befides,

, ) . o e Ce S

0 gf)tAher perfon ¢an claim a‘right to this third, when once

, fet

the Author means; for he does. not - take
upon him to judge of the political wants of

~In regard to tithes, the Author makes

~ them amount to-feven millions 2nd -an half,

that. is to fay, one‘féyén_thbf the total net
income. It will perhaps be thought, that

he ‘hés:f\_{v’e_lk—:d this article too high, confi-

dering that no tithes are levied at this rate,
or cven_ﬁthé;t,..ofone tenth ; aqd~:§ha1; in many
places they are but one ;twﬁnt‘ieth’;p}r’ one
¢hirtieth part of the produce, There are, -
befides, feveral kinds. of produce : not fub-
je& to tithes, as woods, moft meadows, &c.
But then it muft be ‘confidered, - that tithes
are now. levied, not on the net produce, but
| ' - on

fet apart for his ufe, Moreover, as this encreafe of opu-
lence muft depend on the goodnefs  of the government, the
benefits of it fhould reach the throne. A community of in-
“terefts herein between the Sovereign and fabjeéts confti-
_tutes the fecurity of {ociety... Sovereigns, as well ‘as other
tnen, are greedy of riches: befides, they have more calls
for riches than other men ; and, ‘therefore,. fhould be .ex- -
cited thereby to o-operate with their fubjelts _for the com-
"mon good. It would be bad policy to difpute with them
~ their fhare in the encreafe- of riches to ‘which. they contii-
bute. On the contrary, we fhould this way awaken their
attention, and endeavour to “make them more watchful o
fecure both themfelves and. us %gainﬁ domeftic Plundercrs o
- and foreign invaders. R SRR

B
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on the total produce. Now, to meafure the

‘tithes by the total produce, we muft have

recourfe again to the rule iaxd down m our
tableo ' ,' ’ . \ ’

E WE have demonftrated by the table, that

‘the total produce amounts to 1354 55 to
which, relatively to the tithes, muft be added.
the very grain neceffary for feed, calculated
at 18/ 18s. All thefe fums taken toge-

ther conflitute a titheable mafs of 1 54/.
35. on half the produce of one plough fo

that the tithe of 77/ r1os. is but the twen-

tieth part of this total produce. This is
nearly the proportion on an aveLage, at

‘which the tithe muft be valued, in’ regard
to corn, wine, cattle, &c. allowing for the
‘other parts of the income, that are exempt
from tithes ; and it amounts to one fifteenth,

or thereabouts, of the titheable produce.

Now, if the tithe is found burdenfome on

that: footing, how ‘much more burdenfome
muft it be ‘when levied on the total pro

~duce of a Wl etched cultivation, which hard-
- ly ever pays charges, ‘nay” often falls {hort

;)f them. -

SECTION

SECTION'V{

The OECONOMICAL TABLE confdemd' S

re/m‘wely z‘a the WNational Ca/b

[See TABLE, ‘;N° II.,]

ONEY, the idol of nations unac-

quainted with the genuine Prmmples
of political ceconomy ; Mmoneys y which, when

‘it has once Gamed an afcendant comn‘uts\»
fuch havock in both the moral and phy-

fical concerns of - fociety, is fubjet to the
- fame rules with all other commodities; W1th
this difference, that, as it {carcely “has any.
ufual value of its own, it derives, more di-
re&ly than any thing elfe, its venal value

“from - the ‘brifknefs of commerce, which"

alone can beftow upon it the quahty of

- rxches.

THE caﬂiIOf an agricole flate is “nearly”

" equal to the net produce; which it draws from

~its lapds by means of COIMINEICE. Somc per-
' - {ons,
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{ons, deﬁmus of formmg to themfelves ideas o a8 to its quahty of an agent, Wthhf 1t 1}111118
‘of the cath conftantly remaining and circu- | renounces. In 1egard to its quality of riches,
‘ - lating in the kingdom, tells us, W1th a great 1 dt IS a commodlty like any other commodéty,
air of cettainty : By examining the books of : all to this, that it takes up Jefs Il‘?om, and 18

the mint, the m//) coined fince fuch a period X not liable to corruption. It is, I fay, a com.-

R , _ which waits for a purchafer.
' awas foind to amount to 1700 millionss of this modity Wthh‘-- W r A pureh ,

fo much was carried out of” the kingdom by

jizw a war, and fo much more, by the prefent | o o
in time of ‘peace, we I /Z So much a year by L by the ftate, but by giving fome other co

our commerce, which in fo mar oy | modity in barter for it; and, as the ﬁatef, |
v co 474 e - - i

mmounis 1o J; , b th y R 5 ¢ f; being poor, has no other commodxty to give,.
s Biee foon .erqfore.my Jo ruch re- {for if it was not poor;, - it'would have no
mains. Fine fuppofitions! We may as well

ccafion for money). it cannot obtain this .
pr etbnd to calculate in this manner the num- . 1 © y) ib
| money but in another way, called berrow-
~ber of fwallows in fprmg oo |

ing ; that is to fay, makinga promife to re-"
R 1 turn, giving fecurity for the pelfmmance of
~ this promife, and facnﬁcmg, ﬁom time to
time, till the principle is paid, fmall fums
of money to obtain the creditor’s: 1ndulgcnce, |
This burdenfome ba1gam between the fate .
and puvate perfons, is fo far from deferving
| the name of refource or ‘finance, that it
“ought to be. confidered as the reverfe of
| ~ both; fince nothing deferves the name of
refource, but what encreafes the ﬁ:encrth
‘ of a flate s whexeas thlS meafure ﬁ:rves
: . o omy‘

A

Now, this commodity is notto be acquired -

- 'WHEN we coin a great deal of money, it
isa fign that a great deal of our money finds
its way out, and that it is of a jufter ftan-
dard  than that coined elfewhexe, or that
foreign coin is allowed no currency- among
us,. and that ours is aliowed a. eurrency_ in
 foreign countries, owing to the extraordmary
goodnefs of it. But thexe is no-more real
coin in-a kingdom than what circulates. -
What remains 1dle, is no better thana mar-
caifite in ‘a colleCtion of natural. curiofities,

as‘» :
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only to encreafe its weaknefs; nothing de~

ferving the name of finance but the con-

tribution of private petfons to the fervice of
the public; whereas this is a charge upon
the public in favour of private perfons.
“"This onerous bargain, 1 fay, is fo far from

being a fervice performed by an inhabitant
~and a fubje®, that.as long as the ftate con-

Jinues to have any credit, that is to fay, as
long as people look upon the ftate as able

to perform -its engagements, {trangers, and

‘even enemies, . will often lend it money on

better terms than its ufurious citizens; and.
when the credit of the ftate begins to totter, .

it is always the domeftic creditor that gives
notice of it to the foreign creditor.

THE money, therefore, that does not-
" circulate, is of no manner of fervice to- the

ftate. With r’efpvcbé& to that which circulates,
and which alone deferves the name of mo-
ney in a flate,

only be in proportion to what it is to repre-

fcn“t: the quantity, therefore, of money in
- any country will ever be proportionable to

the

“as it is but an intercalary
- equivalent between buyer and feller, it can

—
R APt i
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the quantity of production a,nd-icqnfump;iggx;
in the fame, and no more. Lt

CIr -fapp_ear‘é by the table, that ;“the; ,3o];.j B
:paid the land-owner in money, are Aen‘ngh
to keep up the circulation in the two claﬁes
of -expences, ‘betweenr which thefe 30/ are
diftributed.. . Thus; in- the given hiypothefis,.

' the total amount: of the money -is-'fixed at

fifty ‘millions 5 and it has '~'bée:n o Qbfe.l'ved?‘-
that the national cath-of England contimnues
nearly at that prOPortiOn, ‘which, in .ﬂt‘he
prefent” ftate of her riches, makes -about
26:500,000L. fterling *.- If England, there=

 fore; has’ been obliged by her wars to con~

trac immenfe debts,. it is not becaufe her

. fubjects ‘wanted monéy, but becaufe her

annual public. eXpences exceeded, in: timg
of war, her annual public revenues.

BUT tﬁo; the f‘u’bjéé’cé had ‘moniey c'npiig}i
tofupply theloans, the revenues would, never-
f. e F ‘thelefs,

* The Englith themfelves do not make it fo much. One
of their moft celebrated writers upon t_rz}de }}as[ caICL}la:ed?
that the numerary value of  thecafh, neceflary for circula-
tion, is equal to one third of the yearly incomeof the lands.

" No doubt, he means the total income, Which would bring

it to a par, nearly, with the total net produce, or to about
25,000,000/, fterling. \ .
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 thelefs, be, in’ timé, overloaded with debfs;

and the nation undone, if the fources of

“her revenues fuffered fuch a progreflive wafte,
as tended to leflen the annual reproduction
of riches. . ‘ |

It is.in this point of view that we are to
~ confider the ftate of nations, becaufe money
will be always fpringing up afrefh in a nation,
‘whofe riches are always {pringing up with-
out any decay or interruption. - o

For about an age, that is to fay, ,‘f'rom
1450 to 1550, there wasa great diminution
in the quantity of money in Europe, as may
be inferred from the price of commodities
during that’period ; but this decreafe of mo-
ney fignified nothing to the different nations
of Europe, becaufe the venal value of this .
 kind of riches was every where the fame ; and
becaufe, with regard to money, their con-
dition was the fame, relatively to the in-
come of their lands, which was"evel;y where
‘equally meafured by, the uniform value of
filver or money. In this cafe, it is much
~ better, for the conveniency of mankind,
that value fhould fupply the place of Quan-
R s S o o ‘ tity;

S‘e&.,g.‘ The '_O’ECVO'NQMICAL TasLe. Oy

tity, than quantity the place of value; at
the fame time that it is indifferent with res

fpe& to the riches of a nation, becaufe mo-

ney in a nation forms but a {fmall object re-

latively. to the total mafs of national riches,

and. is to be conﬁdcred as riches, merely

n ptoportign to its venal value, compared

with the venal value of every . other kind
of riches.. e

~ PreopLE are apt to think, that it is to the

difcovery of America Europe . is _indebted
for her greater abundance of gold and filver 3
yet the value of money was fallen compara-
tively with that of other things, nearly to the

foot at which we now fee it, before thear-"

fival of any American gold or filver in
Europe. But thefe general truths make
no alteration in the. ftate of the national cathh
‘of any particular. country, which will ever be

proportionable to the income of the immov-

able eftates, and the profits of foreign com-~

~In the laft égq “under Lewivs XIV. the

ounce of coined filver was worth about
5. 1d+, Thus 95,400,000 Ounces were

v Iy

~ then worth about I“g,oroo,oool. fterling.

¥F2 Tais
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TH1s was nearly the ftate of the coin in

France, ata time that the was much richer
than about the end of that monarch’s vreign".
+ Tue general recoinage of 1716, did not
amour}t to one fifth of that fum. ‘The ounce
of coined - filver went at that time for
about 45.-9d.+. 'This recoinage, therefore,

' fcal:ce amounted to 50,000,000 “ounces,
which was more than one half lefs than Vthe;

general recoinages of 1683 and 1693. Now

this ftock of money cannot have increafed

by the annual coinages, fince that period, but
in p1'91?ortion as the incomes of the nation
have increafed. How confiderable foever
Fhefg: coinages may have been, 'th'éy ferved
lefs to 'increafe our - ftock 6f , coined ﬁlvéf1
. t:h,an to replace what is annually carried out b :
contraband  trade, by feveral branches 'o};
our paffive commerce, and other ufes made
of our money in foreign countries ; for, by a
feu.r calculation, thefe annual éxporté of
coin, for the laft forty-three years, 'mighf
‘lf)e {fhewn to amount to a very confiderable
um, o

 THE

Sé&‘..g‘., The OE‘CQNOMICAL.TABLE; 691.:'

'THE augmentatiQn of the nominal value:
of filver, ~which has fora Jong time ftood 2t
55.9d. is DO proof that the quantity of the

pationial cath has much - increafed. On the,
contrary, wWe may. infer from thence, that it. -

has leflened, fince the nominal value was in-

ereafed, merely to fupply the place of reality
~ with appearances. T

1

- TuesE eftimates agree but little with the -

vulgar notions concerning the quantity of a
country’s national cafh. The common people
make the riches of aftate confift.in money 3
but inoney, like - all other producions, is
riches, ashas been already obferved, merely

in. proportion to its venal value, and may be

as eafily acquired than any other com-
modity, by paying for it with fome other kind

of riches. Its quantity 1n _every‘-ﬁate isin

proportion to the ufe made of it, which ufe

is- greater or lefs, according to the amount

of the annual fales and purchafes in faid ftate ;
and the amountof thefe fales and purchafes
will be greater or lefs, according to the
amount of the ftate’s incomes. Moteover,
money is not to be purchafed, but by other

kinds of riches 3 and, therefore, a nation muft

' - Fa3 . be
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who pays for it ; and he cannot enjoy the ufe

of this kind of riches, but by felling it, in his

turn, for fome other kind of commodity.

Tue .coin of a nation, *therefbre,-,» fhould
ever be in proportion to the amount of its
incomes. A greater ftock would be ufélefs. |
T}}e nation would {oon cfXChange its {uper-
.ﬁmty with other nations, for {fome other
kind of riches more beneficial, or more
agr.eeable; for monied men, even thé moﬂ: |
faving, are always upon the watch to make
{fome adv?ntage of their pelf. ‘Their finding
opportunities to lenditina coUntry at a high

intereft, is a fure fign, that in fuch country it

is, at moft, in the proportion we have obferv-
@?, .ﬁnc_e the inhabitants pay fo dear for the ufe
of it, ‘ SRR

 SECTION

4b¢ rich to purchafe it; {o that the acquifition of |
money does not add to the riches of him |

i
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~ ceffary to give my readers adetail of it, the

' of bargain-making, and put in motion, by

SE CTION VL

The OrcoNoMICAL TABLE coﬂﬁdered
in the cftimation of the produce,
and capital ﬂabﬁ of every kind of
viches. o L

" [See TamrLEp, N° ]
I AM now going to make an eftimate of
an agricole, or landed nation’s riches of
every kind, 1n that ftate of itsincomes here
affumed by us. This eftimate is very far
from being imaginary, and I thought it ne-

better to remove thofe prcjudices,which make
a1l the riches of a nation confift in money.
Here we may fee the real amount of the
nominal value necefiary to realize, in point

means of barter, the general mafs of riches ;
and it will appear to make but the fifty- -
fifth part of fuch general mafs. Of this a
| - Fg fingle

-/

g
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fingle glance at the table might have been
‘fuﬁiment to convince the reader; butit is

impofiible ta difplay, in too many lights, fuch

fundamental principles,  as tend to contra-
dict 'and,' deftroy common prejudices.

Trose, who hate ﬁgures, will be fcaled
by this articles and of thofe, Who ‘do not
hate them, fuch as would gladly lofe them-
felves in the fuppofed 1mmenﬁty of the finds

and refources of a great ftate, tho’ merely ta .

make, on every occahon, abad ufe of fuch
a fuppofition, and love te buoy themfelves
up with the chimerical multiplicity of the
incomes, {quandered by the lazy and luxurious
members of an ufurious ftate, will be apt to
think, that it is conang their ideas to. take
from them their g1 lded p1ofpeé’c of mﬁmty

OTHERS (and they are the greateft number)

accuftomed to the petty calculatlons of the
~ riches about them, will think they fee billions

drop out of the clouds. Butall this is nothing

to the calculator, ' Itis for the ufe of men of

fenfe alone, that he has undertaken the tafk.

~ Thofe, whoapply themfelves to the ftudy of |
fuch fciences as are moft ufeful to mankind,

are

Set 6. "The O-ECONOMICAL,TABLE; 73

are not {o few. as people generally imagine ;
and they never fail, in the end, to bring;
over the reft .of mankmd to thexr own way

‘of thinking.

Rz'cbésA qf the clq/& of p}?bélzéﬂi‘ize expences. .
1 SA]D, that lands y1e1d1ng an income of
30, ooos00/. to:the land-owner, yielded,
beﬁdes, an impoft of 1 5,ooo,oool and

tithes  to the amount of 7,500,000 7
'amountmg in the whole to. 52,5oo,oool

To this let us add the reproduéhon of the
“annual advances, amounting to 52,500, oool
 and intereft, af ten per cent. for thefe

advances, the whole maklng | L
1 10,250 oool

Ty a country full of vineyards, nleadOWS,v
~woods, &c. but about two-thirds of faid
“fum would be the produce of the plough.
“This poxtxon, in a thriving ftate of great
‘culture, performed by ftout horfes, would
require 333,334 ploughs, at 120 acres to a
'plough an equal number of men to dnve
‘them, and 40,000,000 of acres,

iN _'

|
)
!‘
i
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' In France, 275 millions fterling, invefted
m‘.a‘dvance}s_, ‘,qulc_‘. “be fufficient to extend
this ’kmd' of culture-to 60 millions of acres

~ WE faid before, (p. 235.) that the primitive |

ad’ygﬁCes, requifite to fet a plough completely
agoing in the great culture, or the firft ex-~

pence to ftock the land with cattle, inftru-

ments, fee’d‘, fubfiftence, Wages, &c. in the
courfe o.f two years labour before the firfk
crop, might be valued at gool. Thus the
primitive advances, requifite for 13,332
ploughs, make = - - 166;6%;?;1?2

_To this fum muft be added the intereft
of thefe advances, which ought to yield 10
per cent. at the loweft, confidering that the

fruits of th¢ earth are liable to accidents, which
_every ten years run away with one year’s
crop: at leaft. Befides, the machines, &:c
purchafed by thefe advances, muft be fre-
| qt;ently repaired and recruited : on this foot.
therefore, the intereft of the primitive ad-

vances, requifite for the eftablithment of the

- farmers, muft amount to _16;666,7ooz’.

MEeADOWS,

8elt. 6. The OEC_ONOM‘ICAL-TABLE.' g

MEADOWS, vineyards, gardens, and woods,
coft the farmer but few primitive advances.

The value, therefore, of thefe primitive ad-

vances, along with thofe of the land-ownerim

‘plantations, and other works ufually per-

formed by him, may be rcdug:ed to
' : e 'go,ooé,’ooo];

It is true, indeed, that vineyards and gar-
dens require very great annual advances;;
hawever, confidered relatively to the annual
advances requifite for the other branches of
c’du‘ntry'—bxiﬁnefs, they may, on 2 medium,
be comprehended in the ‘total of the an-
‘nual cxpences already laid down., '

- Tuus, the total annual reprodué‘cion:in

het produce,{ in annual vad*Vances,fand‘ inte-

reft on them and the primitive advances,

- yalued according to the order of the tablé,
»makﬁi T e 126,9‘16,700!.
GREAT as this fum may appear, the lands

of France might, by means of pfopcx;édF

~vahces,and free markets, be made to pro-
~duce a much greater. S
| or
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“Or this fumof 126,“‘91657\002.5 we 'are"to

allow 26,250,000/ being half the repro~
~duion of the annual advances; for the'
maintenance of cattle, {o that there remains:

(allowing that the whole impoft returns into
the circulation, and does not eat in - upon
the hufbandman s advances) 100 666,7001
for the annual expences of the men.

Eﬁzfmzz‘e of zbe /Zoc/é gf‘ produﬂwe rzcbes.

WE are: ﬁ1f’t to put. down the pumltlve
adv,ances requifite to fet the ploughs agoing,

‘which advances have been already rated at
166,667,000/, -

- Tax -primitive advances for meadows,
fith-ponds, woods, vineyards, gardens, &ec.
already rated at - - 50,000,000/

.1 make no feparate eftimate of the value -
| and produce of cattle, as I included them
in the advances of the falmers, and in the
total of the annual’ produéts. . But I thall
eftimate the lands, becaufe, relatively to
their venal value, they may, in fome fort,
‘be

'Séé’:c 6. The OECONOMICAL TABLE. e

~ be conﬁdered as moveable rxches, in as much

s ‘their price is affected by the variations in
the ‘price. of the other kinds of .riches necef-

fary to cultivate them. In fa&, lands are

fubje& to decay, and the owners cannot but
fuffer in the venal value of them, in pro-
portion. to- the 1ofs of the fa1 mers by fuch
decay. ,

Tue lands, Wthh annually ploduce for

man’s immediate benefit, - 100,666 7ool of
which 52,500,000/. are net produce, valued

at thnty yeals pu1chafe, con{htutc.,, in this

- pomt of VICW, a treafure amountmg to ¢

,575,000 oool

‘Total of the fwzds 0f the proa’zté?zfue clafs,
1,791 667,oool

BY addmg to this fum the 126, 916,7001
auﬁng from the annual produce, as deduced

in the preceedmg cafe, it will appear, that

the total amount, charges mcluded of thc
riches of the produé‘cwe clafs is
| " ,918 583,7001

e jEﬁzma‘t‘e ;
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Eﬁzﬂmz‘e of z‘be mc/m qf z‘be 5arreiz clcy}. -

THIS clafs, it is known pmduces nothmg 5

confequently, we are fo efhmate nothing but

what it may be actually poﬁ'eﬁ'ed of

 Now the riches this claf is aCtually
poffefled of, according to the proportions
Jaid down in the table, are,

1, The fund of annual advances
| 26,2 5o,oool

2dly, The pnrmtwe ‘advances f01 the ef’ca-
‘blithment of manufacures, conftrution
of mﬁmments, machines, mills, forges,
&e. - - - IO0,000 ooct.

n3dly, The coin or money computed by us
At - - - 50,000, oool

4.t'hly, The value of four mﬂhons of houfes,
or lodgings, for four mllhons of famxhes,
reckomng each houfc, one with another,

at 3/, 155, ayear* - 300,000,000/

Sthly,

% He wvalues them at twenty years purchafe The houfeg
in France are gencrally fironger than thofe in England.

LA

';Se&. 6. The OECONOMICAL TABLE. g

sthly, The value of the common furniture
of the faid houfes, computed, one with
“.another, at a year’s income or gain' of
four mﬂhons of heads of farmhes, o

' Ioo,ooo,oool

6th1y, The value of the gold and filver piatcl

toys, precious ftones, looking - gtaffes;
pictures, books, and other lafting works

- of the handlcraftfman, Whlch defcend

- from one’ genmaﬂon to another ; “this,’ in

* the ftatéof opulence, in which we here
fuppofe a nauon, _may amount to_ -

IOO ooo ooof

.'7thly,_» The value of the ﬁups of Wﬁi,
merchant - {hxps, arfenals, &c. fuppoﬁns_,
it to be a maritime {tate likewvife, that

cof a1t1llely and other durable warlike

fores, and of ‘durable buildings for ufe

or ornament, which are riches. mrﬂely
in proportion to the riches they coft;
all thefe ObJCaZS may be rated together at

150,000, ooo[ |

I omlt the nece{’fw ies of life, and othf:r

s.:ommodltles, ftored up in ﬂmps and mer-

chants

T

g S
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chants warehoufes for annual ufe or Cons
fumption, whether produced or made up
at home, or imported from abroad; and
~ likewife fuch goods as are intended for expor-
 tation, becaufe they are all contained in the
ftate of annual produtions and expences,
conformably to the order exhibited in the
table. | - |

- ToraL amount of thé riches belonging
to the clafs of barren expences o
o | | ';826‘,'2' 50,000/,
By adding to which the
ToTAL amount of the riches belonging
- to the clafs of productive expences
o | 1,918,583,700/

.;THE,geﬁCral mafs of riéhe‘s,_ vbel]onging .

to a flourithing landed nation, will, in the
given hypothefis, appear to amount to about,

2,744,833,700L.

" Wk here fpeak of an opulent nation, pof=

"féﬁ"c’d of a territory and of advances, which
~yield annually, and without decay, a net

produce

'Seé’c,‘é._ The OECONOMICAL TasLe. 81

produce of 52,500,000/, for its annual con-

- fumption. But thefe riches, efpecially the

value of lands, being upheld from year to
year by nothing but the ‘annual produce,
may utterly perith, or, at leaft, come to lofe

great part of their value, in an il govei‘ned

agricole ftate ; and this declenfion may in a

very fhort time be very confiderable, ’t’hrou‘gh :
" the want of freedom of commerce in the

ijmmediate fruits of the earth, and through
the annihilation of the advances upon which

 the reproduction of them depends. |

" Noli me tangere!-is the motto of thefe

advances.

‘g SECTION

s £ R T

’

=~

i3 GRETE AT

i
H
st
E?

SURPHRVELE ST Y




e e e i e e e i e RIS

~

Se&.7. The Orconomicar Tapre. 83

¢

SECTION VIL

The OECONOMICAL TABLE conf(/erea’

in the conditions. neceffary to the
free play and prq/pem@z of z‘/ﬁe,

polztzcal macﬁme.
[See TABLE, N° II ]

T appears by the foregomg Table, that
in a regular and uninterrupted circulation
of an annual income of “§2,500,000/. an
equal fum, Wthh retums into the circula-
‘tion, reftores yearlyto the produtive clafs

the advances reqmﬁte for the 1ep1‘odu&10n :

of the fame income; and the fame advances ;
wherefore, the contmuanqn of this repro-
Iduéhen fuppofes,

If’c THAT eve1y faxthmg of the ﬁud

52,500,000/ income, enters the annual cit~

culation, and runs. through it. in. its whole
extent; that no money is hoarded up, or,
at 1caﬁ that as much money is returned in-
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to the circulation by fome hands, as is taken

from it by others 5 otherwife the pecuniary |
fortunes thus amafled, would prove fo many .

obftructions in the courfe of part of thefe
~ - annual incomes of the nation, keep back the
national cafh, ;ind thereby impede the re-
turn of the hufbandman’s advances, the péy..
‘ment of the handicraft’s wages, and the con-

fumption by the different claffes of men who |

belong to the lucrative profeflions. This
obftruttion of ‘the national cath would

leffen the reproduction of the income, and

ihe impoft.
- 2dly, THAT no part ‘of the income is
exported without an adequate return in’ mo-

ney or goods, -

zdly, T mAT the nation lofes nothing by

its foreign commerce, which may very well

happen, notwithftanding the great profits
made by private traders, in felling the goods
imported by them to their fellow-fubje@s.
Nay, every profit of this kind is fo much

taken from the circulation of the net produce |

of the land, and fuch a defalcation cannot
\ _

i

- furplus in money, is the lofer ;

§ect.7. The Ofcovomrear Tazre: 85

but be extremely prejudicial to both diftribu-

tion and reprodactions -~

, ‘4thly,,‘ Tuat the. ballgn(v:é: of thc,\g@_ld~ o

and filver paffing and repaffing between the.
natien and foreigners, is not made the ftan-

dard.of their commerc'é; :Without ;ﬁgminingb
what profit arifes from-the goods therﬁfelves,-

which have been bought or fold ; for it often
happens, that the nation, ‘which “receives &

and this lofs
affets the reproduction and diftribution of
the incomes, Ina foreign trade, where the
iminediaté fruits of the earth are ‘eXChanged
for handicraft works, the difadvantage is ge<
‘nerally on the fide of the nation that put-
chafes the firft, becaufe there is a great deal
more profit to be had in felling them, thant
in felling the latter. - | o

i

5thly; Trar the land-owners, ahd fuc’ah;.‘

as belong to the Jucrative profeflions; do not
fuffer themfelves to be betrayed by any un-
eafinefs, which the government miight not

fotefee, time enough to prevent - it, into a

barren parfimony, capable of hindering any
c ’ G 3 o ~ part
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fp'art' of their incomes, or gains, fl‘;om’ béing

properly circulated anddif’cribut'ed, o

Y

o 6thly; TuaT the adfrliniﬁx'atibﬁ of the

finances affords no opp’ortu‘nit‘y:td thofe con-
cerned in the receipt or difburfement of

"+ thém, to amafs pecuniary fortunes, and there-

by divert a portion of the public revenues,
from the grand operations of circulation, di=
ftribution, and reproduction.” o

- 7thly‘, Tuat the impoft iS»',neitheI' de— |

firudlive of, or difproportioned to, the mafs
of the national incomes ; that the augmenta-
tions of it keep pacewith the augmentations of
the faid mafs ; that it bears directly on the net
produce of the earth, and by no means on

cOmmbdi‘ties.‘df any kind; as, in the latter |

 cafe, thecharges of perception would be mul-
tiplied, cominerce injured, and part of the
national riches annually deftroyed: Like-
wife, that the impoft is- not levied on the
~advances: of 'the farmer ; for thefe advances
“fhould ‘be econfidered as fo many immove-

able goods, which ought to be moft {crupu-

Joufly preferved for the production of both

~ make the earth yearly re

Sect. . The Q‘EC,QNQM':CMQTAB&. 87 |

impoft and income. Without this precau-

tion, the impoft - becomes fpoliation, -and

caufes a decay, which muft, foaner or later,
infallibly end in the deftruétion of the ftate.

o Sthly,“ Tuat the ‘primitive and annual
advances of the farmer, are fufficient to

‘ produce, at the leaft;
dbuble Rthe l_atter, and i'O\Iber »cg;z:. upon

both.  Where either of the two kinds of

advance are lefs than they nght' to be, the

expences of agriculture will not only afford

a {maller net producs, - but be much heavier
“in proportion to it

by fettling in the country, perpetuate a race
of hufbandmen ; for when any ‘vexations

oblige"‘ them'to' defert their fields, and take

fhelter in towns, they carry along with
them the riches of their family, heretofore

- employed in agriculture. It isnot fo much

men, as riches, that ought to be invited intd
‘the country; for the more riches are em-

ployed in the produttion of corn, the fewer

‘hands it requires, the better it thrives, and

G 4 | | thc}

gthly, TuAT the }.c_hild»re_nof ]t‘_he farméfs,e |
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the more clear profit it yields. Such ‘is the

great culture of rich farmers compared with

the petty culture of poor cottagers, »WhO'
make. ufe of cows or bullocks. A

88 .'The OrcoNomIcAL .TA-BLié.

s Iothly, THAT care is taken to prevent the
em1g1 ation of the inhabitants, who would
employ their rlches in othe1 countrles.

: Ilthly, THAT the exportatlon of the im-
medxate fruits of the earth is no way ob-

fructed, for the repraa’zzﬁzm of a z‘/amg wz/l

ever be as the den mﬂd Jor if.

Izthly, THAT nothmo is done Whlch
. mav lower the price of the 1mmed1ate fruits of
‘the earth, or any other kind of commodltles
within the kmgdom for this Would 1ender

~ the trade with f01e1gnels PlC_)UdlClal to . the
L,mOdom.

LUL Is, SUCH WILL THE INCOMES BE.

\,PLFN’IY AND CHEAPNESS DO NOT CON-—
SFITUTB RICHPS.. SCARCITY AND 'DL,AR-
NESS ARE. THE, PARENTS OF MISERY.
PLENTY AND DEARNESS CONSTITUTE
OPULENCE. |

i

Ve

WHATEVER THE VENAL VA- \
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I3thly, TuaT the cheapnefs-of necef=
faries arc not confidered as of any real
fervice to the- inferior claffes of .people ; it
lowers their wages; renders their life: lefs
comfortable, affords them lefs woxk and
Jucrative ernployment and reduces the rent
of lands. .
,- 14th1y, THAT the common people -are
not debarred the means of living at their
eafe, for otherwife they could not fufﬁmently

* contribute to the confumption of {fuch necefla-

ries as muft be confumed at home, by whlch

of courfe, the reproduction and incomes of
the nation would mfalhbly {uffer.

. i
. e

I 5thly, T AT the multxphcatlon of cattle
is encomaged for it is by cattle that the
land is fupplied Wlth the manures neceﬂary

. to y1eld nch cxops.

16thly, T HAT the luxury of decoratxon is

ot {olicited, becaufe this kind of luxuxy fub«
fifs entuely at the ekpence of the Iu*cuiy of )
fubfiftence, whxch is that kind of luxmv

that keeps up the puce and 1he demand

for the 1mmedxate ﬁmt% of 't.he eaith, and.

uphold

1
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upholds’ the reproduction of the nation’s ini~

comes. .

~ 17thly, Tuat the government docs not
favour any thing but the productive expences,

and the exportation of the immediate fruits

of the earth, leaving the barren expences ens
tirely to themfelves. .

) 18th1y, “THuAT, in the extl'aordinﬁitjtf“‘é?iiﬂ

gencies of the ftate, no refources aie expect-
ed, but from the profperity of the fubje&s ;
and, by no means, from the credit of the

financiers ; for pecuniary fortunes are. clan-

deftine fortunes, which know neither king nor
eountry. - -

- ’x'gthly, TrAT 'th'ef' govérn_ment avv‘oid"s fuch

loans, as encumber the public revenue with

heavy debts and a heavy intereft ;-and are,

~ confequently, attended with a trade in the

ﬁnances, by ‘means of transferrable papers,
the intereft upon which is conftantly in-

 creafing the barren pecuniary fortunes. Thefe

fortunes caufe a divorce, as it were, between
the finances of the ftate and agriculture, and

" fo rob the latter of the riches requifite to im-

prove and cultivate the carth. -
' ‘ | 2othly,

Se. . ’T‘he,_O,EcovN:oMICALTAB;‘E; gh

" othly, THAT the nation, which hasa

great extent of .country to cultivate, and the

"means of carrying on a great foreign trade

in the immediate fruits of its lands, does not

~ apply too much money, and too many hands,.

to manufactures, and the commerce of luxu~
ries, to the prejudice of her hufbandry works
and expences; for fuch a kingdom ought,

above all things, to be well ftocked with rich, :

hufbandmen.

. o1ftly, 'THAT the lands cmployefd- Ainjrai- -
~ fmg corn, are united as much as po'ﬁibl.e, foas
to form large farms carried on by rich huf-

bandmen; for large farms require lefs ex-
pence of. every kind, and at the {fame time

yield a_ greater net produce, in proportion,

than fmall ones. Small farms employ to no

purpofe, and at ‘the expence of the land’s
produce, a greater number of poor fami=

lies, who have too little land and. ftock to

<arry on a rich culture. Such a multiplicity

of farmers tends lefs to increafe the number
of inhabitants, than uan,augmcntati(_m of the
incomes would do ; for the moft certain po-
puloufnefs, and the moft applicable "to all

the different ocgupations, by which mankind
' - | o - is
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1$ divi'ded into diﬁ'éfént claﬂés,-'- is that, which
1s-kept up - by-the net produce of the land.
Every profitable faving in thofe works,
which may be carried on by means of

~animals, - machines, - rivers; &c. tends to -

the increafe of populoufnefs, and the ad«
vantage of the ftate, becdufe the greater the

net produce of agricultu‘r’e, the better wages
and profits can be afforded for other fervices .

and works.

~ 22dly, THAT every mad is at libefty to

employ his field in the produéion of what-
~ever his intereft, his ftock, and the quality,

of the  ground. points out -to him, as ca-
pable -of yielding the greateft profit. No
favour fhould be thewn to monopoly in the
cultivation of the earth ; for it would prove
detrimental to the general incomie of the na-

tion. Thofe governments, which favour the

Api"odu&ion of commodities of the firft want,
more than the production of thofe of the
{econd, to the leflening the venal value of

“both, act through narrow views, ,which ds

not take in the effes of foreign trade, 'that
fupplies all deficiencies, 'and fettles the price

~of thofe goods, which every nation can raife
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to the gfeateﬂ: “advantage.” . The"immediate

produce of -the earth, and the impoft, are,
in every ftate, the riches. of the firft necefs

fity to defend it againft fcarcity and invafion,

to rnaintain the glory and power of the fove-
wveréign, and promote the profperity of the

g 3'(1'1}’;‘ TrAT the goVéi‘ﬁnﬁént 'th'in‘ks‘l:efs‘
of faving money, | than' of 'ifongrd~in‘g‘vth‘e

fo?érat-’ioris effential to the k_’iﬁgddm’s#prof pe--.
ity 3 for the heavieft expences may-be ren= -

-dered light by a propertionable increafe of -

_riches. - But profufion ‘muft not be con>

founded with expence. Piactices, that de-

=ferve~‘ the name of prof’uﬁoﬁ;‘;f? might foon

fwallow -up all ‘the iiches: of b@th : prin‘é‘sz

 aydly, THaT lef aéténtidﬁ is beftowed
‘on- the - multiplication - of ‘the people, than

on the increafe of their riches. A moderate

fiumber of inhabitants, living in eafy circum-

‘frances, created by pienﬁﬁil incomes, is faji:
‘preferable to a greater number pinched thro

‘any deficiency in them. Befides, eafy cit-

cumflances afford more refources in €xi-

gencies
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'. gencieé “of the flate, than great numbers,
and, at all times, better means of making

,ag'1'icu1turc ﬂoutifh. RS [
V~WIVTH0UT»‘“thé’fé cor{dit,ions" ,ég’riéultu:e,
which the table fuppofes to yield the fame
produce, as in England, would be a mere

~_bubble. But the principles of it are not the

lefs certain, nor- lefs the genuine principles

_ of the fcience of ceconomical government ;

by which we do not here mean that trivial
fcience, which has no other obje& but the
cath and finances of a kingdom, and the mo-
tion of its money; by a traffic of money, in
‘which the charms of credit and intereft, &ec.
“produce merely, as at gaming, a barren
circulation. It is only in a compleat know-

‘ledge of the true fources of riches, and of

the means of multiplying and perpetuating
them, that the fcience of the ceconomical
government of a kingdom can be faid to

-~ copfift.

AN ceconomical government unlocks the

fources of riches ; riches attrat men; men
- and riches make agriculture flourith, extend
-commerce, give life to induflry, increafe

0 and
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and perpetuate riches.  An ceconomical go-
“vernment guards againft any decay m,"»the
~ opulence and ftrength of a nation. ‘On

thefe plentiful refources depend the fuccefs

of every other branch of the adminiftration
of a kingdom. An ceconomical government

confirms the power of a flate, procures it
the confideration of other ftates, fecures the

glory of the prince, and the happinefs of
the people. “The views of an ceconomical
gavernment take in all the effential principles

of a perfect government, in which authority

is ever ready to protet and do good ; ever
watchful, and of courfe ever refpectable.
It is incapable of committing miftakes; it .

cannot give any umbrage; it every where

fapports the iriterefts of the nation, good

prder, éublic right, the power and domi-
nlon of the fovereign.

~
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;F»creja of LUXUR.Y,

FT’ us now ftudy the Oeconomlcal
Table in a Tate of diforder. We thall
confider it in this refpe& but in feven dx(‘un&
pomts of view. 1ft. Inits private depreda-

, txons, that dsto fay, in the diforders which _
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SECTION I.

7756’ OECONOM[CAL TABLE caﬁfa’ered
7% zts pmwaz‘e Depma’anms.
[Qee TAB N" III ]
Fwds of LUXUR.Y,

I‘T’ us now ftudy the Oeconomical
Table in a Ttate of diforder. VVe fhall

confider it inthis refpect, but in feven dxﬁm&ij ’

pomts of view. 1ft. Inits private depreda-

, tIOHS, that -is o fav, in the diforders which
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And fo on.

TOTAL REPRODUCTION 45/ 155 income, likewife the
annual charges amounting to 45/. 15s. and theintereft, on the hufband-
man’s annual and primitive advances, amounting. to 26/ 17s. 2d. },
all which thé earth reflores. Thus, the reproduction amounts but to 117/
17s. inftead of 135/ gs. by which there is a deficiency of 174 8s. or
about two fifths. . ,

N. B. The produce, that is to anfwer the intereft of the primitive ad-
vances, is made to fall fhort in the fame ratio with the annual advances ;
for 527. 105, is to 30/ 55, as 452 155 isto 26/ 175, 2d.3.  The
30/. 55 in this proportion is made up of the z5/ intereft on 250/
primitive advances, and the 5/ gs. intereft on 52/ 10s. annual advances,

~being half the primitive and annual advances requifite to fet and keep
a plough a-going in a ftate of high cultivation. See the Second Table.
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PlOCCCd from the 1mmorahty and 1gnoLance

- of a nation. The fix other afpeéts are public
_depredations, viz. 2dly, Relatively to the

fpoliation of the productive advances ; 3dly,
Relatzvely to population ; 4thly, Relatively:
to the coin; 5thly, Relatively to the pohce 3
6thly, Relatively to commerce ; 7th1y, in

| ﬁne, Relatxvely to deﬁrué‘ave unpoﬂs.

“Tojudge rightly, immorality and ignorance

always proceed from fome public error.
But theugh it is part of my bufinefs to trace

to, and correct from, the very roots, phy-

fical mifcalculations, I am not bound to
attack, in the fame f{enfe, moral preju-~

dices. When, ’thérefore,, I mention the

word Luxury, it is not to be expelted I
{hould throw out againft it that abundance

- of arguments na‘turally fuggefted by_ the bare

mention of the word, to every patriot heart.

- In this place T only fpeak of phyfical luxury.

In the new plate now before-us, theTable

has loft its équi ibrium.. Cur bufinefs is to
. d1fcovel and explain the caufeq and the effects

of this dlfomer. By the ﬁxf’c lines of ous

f:‘mlamtzon of the I‘abkrg it 2 'IPDGEIIS that the

dxﬂl i

"
‘E.-
;
|
i
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diftribution of the church, kmg, and land«\
lord’s-income, is what puts in motion the -

machine of circulation. It is. obvious, that

more of thefe expences may fall to one
fide than to the other, as he who makes

them mdulges himfelf more or lefs i in the

| iuxury of fubfiftence, or that of decoxatlon, |
which laft alone,. properly. fpmkmg, deferves

that appellanon. -

WE have hexetofore aﬁumed in the Occo-_ '

ﬁommal Table; a mean ftate of thmgs, in

which the repr oductive expences yield ﬁ'om.

year to year the famie income ; but we may
eafily form a judgment of the alterations

that would enfue in the annual reprodu@ion;
| accmdmg as the reproduétive, or barren ex-
pences, get the flart of each other; this, T

fay, we may eaﬁly form a Judgment of, by

the altemtlons that Would enfue in the Table.

It is in th1s f’cate of' things that we hera

: ff:};.hlblt it. 'We fuppofe, that the land-owner,
&c.s 1uxu1y of .decoration has mcreafed one

fixth; that is to fay; that they pay 41

7S 6d more; . than they did before, to
~ the clafs of barren expences; {o as to make
‘ fhe whole of ' what they beftow upon it
‘ - H=2 _50] |
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30/ 125 64d. and reduce what they beftow
‘upon the clafs of reproductive expences to
21/ 175.64d. Such is the power of ex-
‘ample, that manners foon circulate through
~ all the claffes of fociety ; the moral conca-

~ tenation being every where the fame with the
“phyfical. 'This mifapplication of one fixth

will be the fame with the handicraftfman -
and the hufbandman ; and the confequence’
will be, that by carrying.on the Table, ac-
cordiﬁg to this new arrangement, it will
appear at bottom thereof, that the repro-
duction of the total income of 52/ fos.

‘which includes rent, tithes, and land-tax, is ‘
reduced to 45/ 155, and the reimburfements

of the hufbandman, amounting before to
82 /. 15s. are reduced to 72/ 25, The to-

tal deficiency, therefore, amountsto 17/ 8.

fo that the lofs, on this occafion, is about

two-fifths. - | S

. Ir, on the contrary, the king, church, and

lliand—mvner, increafe in the fame degree their
expence in the confumption or exportation of
the immediate fruits of the earth, the repro-

~ du&ion of an income of 52/ ros. would
amount to 57/ 65 and the hufbandman’s
returns amounting before: to 827 155, would

o
|
i
|
!
E
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' now amount to 9go/. 6s. which is an increafe -

of 7/ 115. Thus the total increafe would
be‘I.z /. 7s. or about one tenth, and would
continue: at this rate as long, as the land and

the labour of the' hu{bandmen could contri-

bute to it.

Sucn are”the effe@s of a conftant and

. uni‘form raifing of .thc' price of commodities
of thefirft neceflity ; and thus we fee how

the wifeacres, who do all they can to keep

thefe commodities zi_t: a cheaprate, labour,

without knowing it, to deftroy the incomes

and fubfiftence of a nation, ' '
It appears likewife, by this Qery Afimple

demonflration, thatan excefsin theluxuries

of decoration may alone very fpeedily ruin - -

the “moft opulent nation, It further ap-
pears, of- what importance it is to fupport
opulence in thefe different orders of a ftate,

~which," according to the common cuftoms

of fociety, may employ their fuperfluities in
the luxuries of fubfiftence ; the obfcure rich
b¢i_ng, asit were, forced by the prejudices of
fociety to launch into the luxuries of deco-

1f21’ti.C)n,‘ and kept from thofe of fubfiftenco,
which, at prefent, would fit il upon them, -

an_d' only ferye ‘to render them’ rdiculous.

G e S a
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W may likewife guefs how httle the'
ceconomical {cience was underftood 1 in that
countly, wherein they confidered, as a tax

on luxury; a tax upon fervants and up~
on ho1fes, which confume fo much corn, fo=
rage, and other commodltxes of the pro-

duéhve clafs. A

Ir is therefore falfe, that all kmds of ex—
pence are mdﬁ'erent,_ .

WuaT we have been juft now obferving,
in regard to the capital expences in the im-

mediate fruits of the earth, all of which
yield plentxful returns in an agricole king-

dom, is by no means applicable to Tittle
traﬁlcknm ftates that have no temtory

SUCH ﬁates cannot ftint themfelves toa

much in any kmd of expence, as it is by means.
of paiﬁmony alone, that they can hope to

| preferve and increafe the ftock of riches requi=
fite for then: commerce, and likewife afford

 to trade at lefs expence than other nations,

{o as to fecure to themfelves a, preference
at foreign markets, But as to the great
landed powers, it is impoflible they fhould

"thnve, as long as they indifcriminately at-
tnbute}

Sect. 1. The OECONOMICAL TABLE. 1033

tribute then' poverty to every kind of CX—- |

pence. It is not to expence itfelf, but to

the peculiar nature of it, that their poverty

is to be attributed, as we have alre‘xdy proved ;
it is to the inequality of the repayments, &c.
and ﬁlll more to the ceconomical arrange-
ments of pohee finance, and commerce.
This we thall foon examing, after treating
curforily of fome errors of detcul concern-

mg aguculture.

In what does the profperity of a landed
nation confift? IN PLENTIFUL ADVANCES,
TO ‘PE’RPETUATE‘AN’D INCREASE THE
NET k?RODUCE OF THE EARTH; IN A
FPREE AND EASY DOMESTIC AND FOREIGN
COMMERCE; IN THE ENJOYMENT OF

THE ANNUAL RETURNS OF THE REAL
ES’I‘ATES, IN PECUNIARY AND READY -

PAYMENTS OF LAND RENTS AND TH
LAND—TAX,

A PLENTY of Droduaxons is obtamed by

plenmful advances. Confumpuon and ¢ com-

merce keep up the demand for, and the ve-
nal value of the productions. = The venal
value is the meafure of national riches,
Thefe 11ches are a ftandard for the tribute

H 4 - hxcas.;' :
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- the happmefs of fubjels;
them with implements of hufbandxy, as
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~which is 1mpofed upon them, and bring in
the ‘'money which is to pay the faid tubutejg |
“and which ought to circulate in Commelce! |
- but never fupelabound ina Counny Such

fupetabundance would leﬂ’en the ufe. and
confumption of - the annual plodué‘tlons,
which are to perpétuate real genume riches

- in the ftate, by reproduction, and a rec1p10~

cal comme1 ce,

‘Prorre had better notions than we have,

concerning . the nature and fource - of true -
riches, at that period, wherein hxﬁmy has

thought proper to cclebrate the proceflion,
with ‘which the inhabitants of Goodman’s-

Chefter, in England, went to welcome their

monarch. They drove one hundred and
eighty ploughs to meet him. This was a

retinue truly worthy of a king. The bees, fo

falthful fo obedient, and fo affectionate to
their queen, never offer her any thing but their

"To offer princes a voluntary
tribute, anda free gift, is both the duty and
“but to prefent

fructifying under their prote@ion, is to lay

“before them, at once, the ploofs of our gra-

txtude«,

pledges of our love.
I them fo1 the true {hepherds of mankmd

- fix men. |
primitive ‘advances requifite to ef’cabhfh the -

| ,'Sc& 1, The OECONOMICAL rABLE 105 o

txtude, the butt1 eﬁ'cs of then power, and the

RICH hufbandmen, and nch countly

merchants, are-the pxllaxs of landed and l
| mdependent ftates. | :

IN the g1 eat cultme, a ﬁng;e man drxves |
~ a-plough -drawn by two horfes, and this.-
~ plough does as much work as three ploughs

drawn by two bullocks each, and duven by
In the laft cafe, for want of the

great culture, the annual expences are im-
menfe in propomon to the net p1oduce,
which is, in . a manner, next to nothmg

Beﬁdes, this petty cplture requires ten or
twelve tlmes more land to yield the fame net
produce.  What is worfe, when the land-

owners cannot meet Wlth farmers fubftan~
tial enough to bear the expences of ‘a good
culture, the advances, fuch as they are,
are made at the expence of the land jtfelf,

The produce of the meadows is devoured
in winter by the bullocks employed in .
cultwatmg it, and a pomon of theland muft
be given up to them to graze upon in fum-
: _rmr ; the net pioduce of the crop is fo in-

f gnxﬁcant

It s acknovvledgmg
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| ﬁgn'ﬁcant that the leaft increafe in the im-
poftis fufficient to makeall the parties con-

cerned renounce fuch poor remains of til-
lagé ; a thing, which has happencd in many

places, merely through ‘the wretched 1nd1- :

gence of the 1nhab1tants

THIS detail of agmcultme wxlI 1 know,

in many pla.ces, meet with . oppoﬁtxon,

from cuftom and local prejudices.  The men

. of any fortune in the poor provinces, in
: which one ‘third of the arable lands lyes un-
cultwated and almoft all the reft are reduced

to the petty culture here complained of ;
thefe men, [ fay, will affirm, that the gr eat

culture is not proper for their foil, as being

t0o heavy, or too light, for fo i impatient an
animal .as an horfe; that it cofts them little

or nothing to feed their oxen all the fummer, -

by lettmg them run on the commons, and
other open grounds; that oxen require nei-

ther oats nor barley, nor fhoes, nor expen-
five harnefs; and a thoufand other thmgs, -

But thefe are only fo many arguments of a

o mcthodlcal Wretcheduefs.

To be convmced of thlS, we need only

o conﬁdm a fubftantial £; farmer, fuch as may be

found

Sedt. 1. The OrcoNoMICAL TABLE. 10%

found in fome ‘provinces of the kmgdom,'
and fee if this man, Whofe every thought,
every ftep, every attion,  every finew, in-

fine, is continually bent upon fome decent

PI’Oﬁt and confequently upon ‘the 1mprove-—

_ment of his farm; if this man, I fay, is any way
| fparmg in his primitive or annual advances?
Are not his horfes the flrongeft and ‘the -
‘deareft, and withal the beft kept, of the .=

whole country ? Are not his fervants the beft
paid,- ~and the beft fed and cloathed, &c.
This man, without ever feeing. our Table,
hits the mark by the mere dint of expe-
rience, and knows that his endeavours muft

profper in proportion to the good order in

which he keeps his fervants, hxs cattle, &c.
agrecable to the proverb ; Poor men, poor work,

" and to what our Table teaches ; the more zs‘ ‘

~laid out upon land, the more qo7l] it yield.

How comes it then, that fo many confider,

asa plece of ceconomy, every faving in pomt

- of foragc, harnefs, &c. Why, becaufe nei-

ther they, nor thofe who were the firft to

purfue the fame method, ever had the ftock
neceflary to eftablifh’ any other that required
larger advances, and was of courfe capable

“of yxeldmg larger 1ctu1ns 5 becaule the rich

mcn' '




- of it at home, in the neighbom'hOOd‘ of the
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* .menamong them knew {o little from whence

- they derived their riches, that they always

- found fomé'emplqyment or another for their
fupe__r,ﬂuity,‘ befides that of cbptributing to

 the grand work of reproduction,

To prdve thaf a more cxpe'.nﬁve m_ethodl
would be more profitable, fuppofe your heaths,

~ and other open grounds, converted into good

meadows, yielding a double crop of hay, or

well ploughed, and then fown with the mofk

beneficial kind of corn ; fuppofe the forage

- produced by this management confumed at -

night near your - lay-ftalls, by your black

_ cattle, or fheep, or by flout horfes, that would o
~ do three times as much work as the fame -

number of oxen, and who, befides, require

no {ubfiftence but what is the produce of
their own labour, : |

- Supposk, moreover, your lands néver
obliged to lie fallow to recover themfelves,

~but yielding every year the beft of cornand

forage., ‘This is no'chimerical fuppofition ;
for this kind of agriculture flourithes among

N

“your' neighbours, in a lefs favourable cliv

mate. Nay, we may ftill find fome efcamples

Ca-~
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capital 5 and it is upon thefe examples, that

. this table has been conftructed. By ‘fan“c'y:.;
- ing ourfelves in this flourithing country, gnd’
looking a little about us, we may be en~ -

abled to form fome judgment of our prefent
parfimony, or rather indigence.

THE rich farmer coversvhis"ﬁelds With |

cattle, and by that means obtains. tl}ofe ma~

* nures which yield rich crops. This is a new

fp"ecie’stof riches, and the mq{’c profitable.
of all riches. T

Turs advaznt'ag_,e‘ isvgto‘ be obtained by the

fale, the working up, and the wearing of our
own-wool within the kingdom ; by the great
‘confumption of meat, milk, butter, Chcefe,_.&c.
but, above all things, in an opulent nation,

by the confumption of the common people,
who are the moft numerous part of it; for :
it is merely in prof)_ortion to }fuych C(?nfump- |
tion, that the demand for cattle can mcrea.fe,,
and cattle, of courfe, be multiplied; a cir-

cumftance upon which' the obtaining of pl_en-’
“tiful crops eflentially depcnds, |

Turs plenty of corn and cattle prevents
all apprehenfions of famine in a kingdom fo
‘ | ' fertile

e
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fertile in the primary means of fubfiftence. The

food; yielded by cattle in fuch a kingdom,

‘leflens the confumption of corn, and thereby
~ enables the nation to fell a greater quantity of

it to foreigners, and thus continually add to

~its riches by the commieree of {o précious a-

production. It is, therefore, plain, that the.
cafy circumflances of the common people,
in this manner, eflentially contmbute to the

| plofpex ity of the ftate.

No dlf’cm&lon is made between the proﬁts

, pon cattle and thofe upon corn, in ﬁatmg N
‘the income of the landlord; becaufe the rent

of afarm is always 1egulated by what it can

yield both in cattle and corn, in thofe couns

tll@S VVhel‘C the falmers advances are not ll~

able to be abforbed by an arbitrary impoft;

for where the impoft is payable by the far-

mer, the income {uffers by it; the farmers

dreading to make thofe advances, which con-=

fift in the purchafe of eattle, for fear of

bringing on themfelves a ruinous impofition ;
the confequence of which is, that tillage de-
cays for want of a fufficient quantity of
cattle to. make manures; and the expence

of cu tivatinor lands, impovelifhed for want

@f proper manures; fwallows up the pro-
: duc;e,

!
N h

A e e
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'duce, and leaves nothmg for Pcate, church |

or landlord

| | -TH‘E‘: profits upon cattle contribute o
much to increafe the yearly value of land,
that one may be eftimated by the other; and

‘ thefe two branches muft not be feparated in
‘computing the value of the produce in corn,
by the income of the landlord ; for the net

poft, and tithes, is to be obtained more.

‘ than men

lofe théir

produce, which yields both the rent,. im=

eafily by means of cattle, than by the la-
bour of men, which alone could fcarcely
pay the charges of maintaining them. But
great advances are neceflary to purchafe
cattle.; for which 1eaf0n the government

thould endeavoul to

invite riches

never be wanting in - fields, where riches

are not wanting ; WhCIGau, take away riches,

and you take away every thing; the lands
and  the kmfrdom its
ﬁrength and refources.

value,

 Furs leads us to fpeak of pomulatxon, re-=
Aativdy to the orde: of the Table. But as

we are now iP("’"ill’J‘ of a Coumrv, where

things ‘are going to rack, I fhall confider

I‘he'-OECONoMICA£ 'T‘ABLE. 11t

rather :
into the Countxy Men' wilt
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populatmn in that cramped ﬂate, to Whlchv

~the petty culture reduces it, and exhibit the

totality of - circulation - upon that footing.

‘WNow, to miake out the tranfition from that
_ flourifhing ftate of cultivation and _productiori,

according ta which we have hitherto directed
our enquiries, to that “wretched condmon

into which we are gomg to fall,. it is fit
‘we fhould prevxouﬂy make a Ihoxt calcus
lation of the rapidity of the lnlf(,bleQ occas

fiened by fpoliation.

B '
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NUMBER 1V.

Exhibiting the rapid Effe@s of any Encroathment on the annual pro-

du&ive Advances, owing to Taxes, or any other Caufe. T'o do

this, we fuppofe, that 2/ 10s. are every Year taken from thef
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SECTION II

Tz’ve OE ONOMIC AL TABLE cw:fderm’
- e[czz‘zw[y £0 a S tate 0f Sf’*wzaz‘zofz.

1 Qee TABLE, N° Iv. ]

’"E have been touching upon 2 kind-

- of dep1edat1on which has already

| '\done a oreat deai of ‘mifchief,, and may. do
t_!;nﬁnn:ely more, ‘in proportwn to the do-
’ nnmons and territory of a nation whote
manners ‘have a turn that way. After all,
<however important this article may be, it.is
niot by its phyﬁcal effects alone that it can {o
" {peedily ruin a nation, and reduce it to that
‘degree of wretchednefs, in which ‘we' are

going to view it 1elatwely to its produce.

_This it bungs about much fooner by its mo-

ral effelts, in as s much as dxfordex- infallibly

'mtmduces avidity, ever blind as to the means
‘of attaining its ends. ‘Spoliation is the real
fource of that decay of hufbandry, whofe ,

",Effe'&s ‘are much more rapid and miichie-

vous, than any calculatxon can make. them

1 . . By
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JE ‘h’avc been touchiﬁg upon a kind
- of depredation, which has already

‘done a great deal of mifchief, and may. do
‘infinitely more, ‘in proportion to the do-

minions and territory of a nation whofe

‘manners have -a turn that way. After all, .
~however important this. article may be, it-is
- not by its phyfical effeGts alone that it canfo

{peedily ruin a nation, and reduce it to that

~degree of wretchednefs, in which we are

going to view it relatively - to its produce.’

“This it brings about much fooner by its mo-
- ral effedts, in asmuch as diforder- infallibly:
introduces avidity, ever blind as to the means
‘of attaining its ends. .‘Spoiiatioh is the real -
fource of that decay of hufbandry, whofe
effeCts are much niore rapid and mifchie-

vous, than any calculation can make them
appear.. ‘
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TOTAL REPRODUCTION 5o/ income, likewife the an-
nual charges of gol. and the intereft, of the farmer’s annual and
primitive advances, amounting to 287. 17s. which the earth reftores.
Thus, the reproduction amounts but to 128/, 17s. inftead of 1354 §s. fo,
¢that the farmer loofes 2/ 10s. of the net produce, 2/ 10s5. of his ad-
vances, and 1/ 8s. of the intereft of his {aid advances, amounting to
the f{aid deficiency of 67. 8. '

N. B.. Here again the Author makes the produce, that is to anfwer the
intereft of the primitive advances, fall fhort, as in the preceding table, in

the fame ratio with the annual advances; for g2/, 10s.7is 10 30/, 5. as
gol. is to 28/, 165, 24. 4. :

ot

i
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By this word fpoliation 1 underftand every

furchaxge Whatever, occafioned by taxes or
‘otherwife, that bears bard upon, and im-

pairs, that ftock, out of which the advances
1equ1ﬁte for tlllage are to be fupphed

To adapt the Table to this hypotheﬁs,

inftead of fuppofing, that the king’s, the
‘church’s, and the land-owner’s fhares of the
" net produce, are unequally divided between

the produ&ive and barren claﬁes, we {uppofe
that fome of the blunders or misfortunes

already mentioned, fteals annually 2/ 10s.
from the annual advances neceﬁaly for pro-

duction. This defalcation reduces them to
sol. and it is on this footing that we have
" conﬁru&ed the Table.

Ir appears by the recap1tu1atxon of the
faid Table, that the total reproduce confifts
ofy 1, 50l for the king, the church, and"
| ‘the land-owner 2dly, The annual advances
amounting to as much more. 3dly, The i in-
tereft of the annual and primitive advances,

which, taken.in the fame progreflion with

the reft, make 28/ 17s. Thus the total
reproduction is but 128/, 175,

Bett. 2. The OrcoNomicat Taere. r1g

- BY. compariﬁg this produee with that
given heretofore by the Table, when . qmte o

free from any buithen, it will appear, that
wheleas, in that happy condition, it yieldcd

1357 5s. it will now, after the firft year, .

yield but 128/ 17 5. which is a decreafa
of 6/ 8s. in the :eproduétlen. In fad,
there is ‘a lofs of 22 10s. on the net pro=

‘duce, 2/. 105 on the annual advances, and

1/. 8s. on-the interelt of the annual and
pnmltxve advances, which makes in all a
deficiency of 67, 85. and all this deficiency

is occafioned by the. primitive defalcation of'
2/. 105. only from the fund of annual ad-

‘Vances That the reader may not thmk‘

himfelf at a gaming table, I muft put him

in mmd that our pounds ﬁand for mil«

hons

SuprostNG that the fcourge, by which

we ‘have fo much fuffered, is of a nature to
.~ hold for any length of time, we muft con-

tinue our progreflion ; and t_nen-l_t will appear,

that, at the end of the fecond year, the fpolia-
tion, continued at the rate of 2/ 105, will
, lamount to 22 Z 155 at the end of the third -

lz S . to
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to 647 135 and at the end of the fourth»
to 1711 18s.

THIS lofs, therefore, muf’c foon affeét the

"pmmlnve advances, fince the annual advan-
ces, amounting in the whole to but 52/. 10s.
would in a fhort time be entirely {wallowed
',up, hexe then is a lofs of 265/ 14s. in

four years, on the ftock of primitive advan-

ces requifite to fet a plough agoing. We
" faid, that, in a good ftate of culture, thefe
advances might be rated at 5ool therefore a.

plough, in four years, might be faid to be
cut o two, that is, entuely difabled, in the

: fame manner that When one horfe in aheavy
Joaded coach and. pair founders, “the other

muﬂ: i’c;md fhll

Now to avoid fo great a misfortune, the

-hu{bandman has recouzfe to the Wletched

thift of ftinting every branch of * his advan-

ces, retrenehlng in point of manures, cattle,

and fervants ;. he plows with oxen or hob-
bies, and gives his land fewer and flighter
(dreflings 3 but it is all one as to the p1oduce-

it is no matter in what part of the body a man

¥ €C€1V€S
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receives a wound,  when thé whole machine

{uffers by it. Thus in agriculture, let the
fault lie Where it will, -whether in.the far-

“mer, in his operations, or in the quality -of
~ the feed he makes ufe of, a p1oport10nable

failure will appear . in the crop; to the lofs of

‘the hufbandman, the landlord the chux,ch,‘ :

and the fove1 ewn. ,,

Ir it thould be afked, Why a Whole kmg- |

'dom 1n ‘which agriculture dechnes in this

manner, is not entlrely wafte at the end of

_eight years ? T anfwer, that the fpolxatxon we.

are {peaking of, is a dlforder of arbitr ary and
fucceflive dlﬁubutlon, which does not ruin

all the farmers at one ftroke; it may be

compared to a multitude of worms, which
eat one by one the roots of the plants in a
garden, and in time deftroy it entirely. I
might likewife anfwer -it by the followmg
comparifon. "There never cxifted more cruel
planderers, at leaft among thofe who plun-

der openly, than the Huns; vet when the

people of Europe, after repulfing thefe inva-

ders, had the good fortune to force their

ftrong-holds in Panonia, they found them

full of treafure, which, though it bore no

I3 ~proportion

Kvinm s ity % e
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proportion to what had been deftroyed by
“them all over Europe, was fiill immenfe in
~ proportion to the little that had efcaped their
fury. In like manner,every {poliation fuppofes
fome holes, where the fpoils of the plundered

are laid up. . But, if thefe devaftations hap-~

pen to be fo far authorized as to render
__the enjoying the fruits of them in the place
. where the harpies refide, and if this place
- happens to be in the center of thc plundered
- country, the confumption and expences of
cvery kind of the inhabitants of {uch a
place, cannot fail of keeping up life within

its diftri, and fupporting the great cul-

ture there for fome time.

Nav the lands of fuch diftri& being
einployed in producing things of the ﬁr{’g
neceffity, the delicacy and  luxury 'Qf t}}e

~-inhabitants would make thcm feek out for
things of the fecond neceflity at a greater
diftance. The fun is not to be diftusbed in

~ his opérati’ons, like earthly agents ; he woul.d,
" fill produce oils in one province, exqui-
" fite wines in another, and in a third give a
relifh extraordinary to partridges and ortolans;
and the demand for thefe things would
’ ’ - carty

e evein e i |
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carry fome {mall {parks of life to the other-
wife ftarved extremities. |

- 'TuE fame {parks, whether iffuing dire@ly
from the capital, or from other ftore-houfes

of baftard fubfiftence, would ftill ‘enable

{fome fmall portions of land, furrounded with

“vaft deferts, to yield a net produce of 20 per

cent. on the annual advances of cultivation;
while in the diftricts, employed in furnithing -
a more immediate fubfiftence to the principal

refidence, there ftill remained fome parcels
_Of land in the gl'@‘atyculturc. S

On the fuppofition, I fay, of a legal and

-gradual {poliation, this principal refidence -

would be ftiled the capital. ‘Naw it appears, -
by the indu&ions already made, how mad
it-'would be to think of reftoring things

reduced to this defperate fituation, by over-
loading the capital with taxes, from a notion,
that by fo doing the other parts of the king-

dom would be eafed, and {upplied with hands,
by the vaft numbers, whom want of fufte-
nance would then oblige to forfake . the _ca-
pital.  No, the wretches would {fooner lie
down and flarve at the gates of it, than bury

B 1 4 - themielves
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- themfelves in deferts. ~What can the indi-~
~gent out-cafts of a city expect from agricul-

ture, in countries . where the inhabitants
themfelves can find no employment? Nay,
the new burthens laid upon the capital would

ferve only to wither its diftrict, and dry up

all the little branches of vivification, fupplied

by the expence of the inhabitants, and

fpreading to {fome diftance. -

'WorsE and worfe fill V/vould bc ﬁhé fyftem
- of the man, who, fecing the ftate exhaufted,

and without any 1efou1ce but a fiftitious and
ftagnant kind of riches, fhould attempt to
dm:i edit and annihilate fuch corrofive riches,

~ before he had found out any other to replace

it with: not unlike ‘an 1gnolant phyfician,

- Who fhould attempt to cure the pedicular
difeafe, by killing the vermin as faft as they

iffued from ‘the pat1ents body, inftead of

' endeavourms:r to reftore the mafs of blood
“to its natural confiftence and cnculatlon,
" which alone would foon put an end . to the
| complaiﬁt' Thus, when a ftate is poor and

opprefled with debts, the government {hould

- affift agriculture, break the numberles
'{hacldes th Whlch the ufeful agents of

that -

el el e i e -
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- that refpeGtable. clafs jai'e loaded, honour

- the profeflion, have an eye to its fuccefs,
. and, above all things, engage men of fenfe

and underftanding to apply their" thoughts
and their riches that way, by exempting

their advances from taxes, by affor ding a pro-
fpet of great profits to rich eftablithments,
and every other poflible method. But point

out to thoferich and now ufelefs citizens, thofe
petty retailers, thofe paper-blotters, brokers,

‘and fecond rate ﬁnfmcms, W1th which our
‘ towns are now ovelﬁocked and to the many
~ others, who have taken 1efuge in them merely

to fave their little fortunes from an a1b1tra1y

and devouring impoft, with which the inha- =
‘bitants of the country are eaten up; but
point out, I fay, to thefe men, fo greedy of

the leaft plOﬁL the vaft treafures locked up

‘in the bowels of the carth; prote&t them
1n- their undeltakmgs their expences, and

their endeavours, and they will fly in fwarms

to improve your'lands. = Befides, the land-
owners themfelves, efpecially the grandees

of the kmgdom fhould lay themfelves out

to favour all attempts to cultivate that pre- o
cious pf‘tnmony which is to fecure to them

the B
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~the enjoyment of their rank and fortune,
“and free them from the neceflity of looking
- out for other refources lefs wor thy of their

great names, and withal lefs advantageous

‘to the ftate. By thefe methods, fo certain

and fo well combined, you may again pro-
cure to your fields that opulence from which

alone the land-owner, the ftate, and the

church, can expect a large income.

W have been examining a very different
condud, in the rapid progrefs of the diforders -

of {poliation, demonftrated in the Table.

Behold how a ﬁate' is reduced to the fad.

impoffibility of obtaining a greater produce
than 20 per cent. on the advances of its

agriculture ; and that without any premedi- -

tated malice or eVil‘deﬁgns in its govemors5
but merely from {ome capital miftake in

‘the firft principles. Nay, fuch a ftate may

thlnk itfelf happy in the moderation of its

“governors, which, the minute the outcry
‘becomes general, malkes them often fufpend
- the moft neceflary operations, though, at
the fame time, no way difproportionable

to the opmxon wlnch they have a right to
entertain

Sect. 2. The OrconomicAL TABLE. 123

entertain of their primitive firength.  But

for this moderation, the moft fertile country
would foon become as barren as the fands

of \ Lybia.

I aM now going to exhibit the confe-
quences of fuch a degi"adation in agriculture,
as, after yielding the hufbandman 10 per
cent. on the primitive and annual advances, -
would leave but 20 per cent. on the annual

‘advances for the ﬁate church, and land-’

QWﬁCI‘ o
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 awhich the Decay of Huﬂana’ry, and

the fad Eﬁe&‘s of Juch Dec/efzﬁan, |
- relazwe@z 2o Popzz/az‘zm
s p/ayea’

are dif-

[See TABLI, N" V]

HIS is the chapter, whxch ﬁxﬁ; con-’
vmced me that I was miftaken, and
fhewed me in what my miftake conﬁﬂ:ed

1 had looked upon populoufnefs as.a fource
of incomes.- An abler man contradiGted me.
It was my happmefs to liften to him, and
he has taught me, that, on the contrary, in-
comes were a fource of populoufhefs, = If -
1 have not altered my firft work: confor mably :
“to this notion, it is becaufe by the mere
-weight of truth I recovered myfelf without
affiftance in the courfe of that very per-

formance. It is likewife, becaufe I thought

it of- little 1mportance in the mam to en-

.deavoux to coneeal my euox. It is, in fine,

becau!e e
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TOTAL REPRODUCTION towards the income is but 6/.
befides the annual advances amounting to 30/. and the intereft of the huf-
bandman’s annual and primitive advances amounting to 17/. 5. 84 which
the earth reftores. Thus, the total reprodudion is but 53/ 5. 843 inftead of
774, 55, 84.% as in the firft Table. Now, out of this 53/ 5. 84.% the poor
farmer has his rent of 30/. to pay, befides the tithes-and an arbitrary {poliative
impoft.- He lofes, therefore, 24 /. on his advances and annual reimburfe-
ments, receiving but 23/ ¢s. 84.2 The next year he lofes all his annual

“advances ; the third year he muft facrifice his primitive advances to be able
to do any bufinefs, and, after all, at the end of it, throw up his farm, and
leave it without heart or feed. It then, of courfe, falls into petty culture,
by which the landlord lofes nine tenths of his rent. 'The land-tax, the

" earnings and the expences of the inhabitants, the cafh of the nation, and
the value of its lands, muft all dwindle in the fame proportion,
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becaufe T knew opportunities could not but
‘offerof doing homage to truth ; nor was it
- long before -they did. - I have -already ac-
quitted myfelf of this duty in a former dif~
-courfe upon “agriculture. I fhall now-rea-

{on upon, and calculate, the lie given to my

own trophies.

- 1 ereaTry doubt, if Tullus Hoftilius,

kin’g of a country, in which, we are told,
every family had an acre of land to fup-

~ ply it with cabbages and turnips, whenever

they could not make war, and procure bet-

- ter fubfiftence, by plundering -their neigh-

bours; I-doubt much, I fay, if fuch a

_prince excelled in dignity an-overfeer of ne-
.groes, who, exclufive of _their own wretched
pittance, raife for -their owner a very pre-
“clous kil}d' of commodity. = -

IT appears by the Table, that no;hiﬁ,g |

‘can - fiir without the income; :that.itis the

income, which conftitutes-the life and foul-of

‘the whole circulation. - ‘But noincome s 10
‘be expected without great advances ; -and the

-advances themfelves are not to be. cexpetied,
-unlefs the produce reaches the column of

\

Ancomes. - Ly

s

I

ﬁ;?ea_ 3 The OEcoNoMIC.A; TAB‘L'Es 1 z;y .

In fa&; the multiplicity and diverfity of |
‘the different profeffions of ‘mankind is not
.only an advantage relatively to the conveni-
encies of life, in procuring which each of
thefe profeflions is, feparately employed, but
' Iikewife in as much as it confefs the quality
of riches upon products ufelefs to one . man,

at the fame time that they are ufeful to an-

other in Af:a , diﬁ'crent;ﬁtfuation. Witboufc:ﬂlips
- we fhould have no occafion for fhip-timber,
nor without paint and foap for {trong “oils..

priety of things gives them the quality of
‘goods, but that it is their venal value alone, -

‘which gives them that of riches. Water,

‘wood, ‘game, the fruits: of the earth, - &c..

are goods; ‘but-the furplus of what the
owner of them can confume, is no riches,

unlefs a demand for fuch furplus gives it a o

-venal valae.

- Ir is this venal value which forms the re-
lative ftate of fiches between different king- -
doms, and eve;i- different provinces of .the
fame kingdom ; between all the branches of -
foreign and: domeftic commerce. Withouta

welative proportion between the-prices of dif-
I . ferent
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ferent produéhons, there is no order of

‘riches, that’ can counterballance the: eﬂ'eé’cs
fof -a recrprocal commerce, decxde ‘the re-

lative power of nations, and regulate ‘both

“the produce of real eftates, and the quan-

'.ftlty of it due to the. {overeign. - For this

~ reafon, the venal value of the immediate

“frults of the ealth thould be ‘the prmc1- ;

~pal object of every landed covernments at-

: _theu

lvances, ‘upon which the productions depend |
N 'fall to decay ;- the produé‘uons ceafe ;

tention. Such governments are not to con-
fider the ufual value of - thefe fruits, for
e Alue never fails in rich natxons 5
wher. , ‘1‘ wantof a venal value, the ad-

indi-

| R gence putsa ftop toall the lucrative profef—

“fions of people living in towns ‘and cities ;
and. reduces the. 1nhab1tants of ‘the country
- to the ungrateful labours of a petty culture,
- whofe pitiful produce is fcarce fufficient for

_thexr; own fubfiftence.

" It is -the income that gives motion  to

E evely profeﬁion ; it is, therefore, the income,
=that creates and excites the-demands for

~every. thmg, and beﬁows the . quahty of

~tiches on every kmd of produce.
IRETIR o o .riches

It s

: burfemen‘ts, as ufual.
ficiency of fout-fifths in the e, "produce;

Sect. 4. 'The OkcoNomIcAL TABLE. 129

fiches. that reftore: the advances neceﬂary ‘tb

| p1ecure a new produ&. :

AN author, who, in the begmmng of thrg‘
centuzy, pubhfhed fome obfervations on- the .
agriculture of a- great. ngdom, ‘takes no<
tice, that the advances did not,.produce, :

‘en an average; above twenty per ,'cem‘., for
thefking; the chiurch, and: the land-owrner,
exclufive’ of the hufbandmans annual reim=
Here, ther '

hot' to {peak of the 1mpove11fhrnent of the
lands,  obliged to bear themfelves all the
experices of fuch wretched cultivation, and.

lie alternately fallow for feveral years togea

ther, to be again able to yield a pitiful erop:

At thlS period, almoft all the inhabitants
lived ‘in a moft abje@ ftate of poverty, and -
were -utterly loft to the ftate; for the net

pradure of the labour. of men, employed in

agriculture, will be as the rict produce of the

advances above their expences; and the net

pradzzce for the king, church, cmd lmzdwuizer, -
and all the other claffés of menih anation, will be

as z‘/Jé et j)roduce of z‘/Je rml g/f’aZer. T hus,

-

‘isade~
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the more infufficient the advances, ‘the lefs

 profitable will both men and lands be to the
{tate. - The moft that can be expected from
_poor cottagers, who draw a wretched fub-

fitence from an ungrateful cultivation, is to

~keep up in the country, to no purpofe, a. po-
| puloufnefs deihtute of hf'e and fpirit.

IT is accordmg to thxs flate of cultxvatxon,

that the Table now befo1e us is conftructed.

- We may {ee by it, how fo {lender a, produce
. mmakes the whole cxrculatlon of a ftate lan-
~guith; and, as it is impoffible for things to
remain for ever in a languithing condition,
it appears how néar a nation, in fuch a con~

dition, muft be to its “end, relatively to its
fquahty of alanded nation. - Commerce, 1n-
deed, may fupport it for fome time, in ap-
pearance ; but the mafter, who condefcends
to-be a fervant, may foon expec to fee him-
felf kicked out of the clafs of felvants by

- thofe, who are born to ﬁll it.

It is 1rnpoﬁ"1ble for populatlon not to de=

fcend through this {cale of degradation; for,
“as man does not gtovv to the earth, and to

dig and plow is his pennance, and not
- his

Sect.3. The OEcoNoMICAL TABLE, 131

h1s -efripl*oynientir~ e is always looking out for
fome other to' live by, Intereft; however,

-will engage him to cultivate the earth, as i
long as He may do it by means of the ani=
mals created to ferve him. But you, who
would have a numerous people, offer them
othér employments, and take care to procure
y‘ourfelf by judicious and ftout Cuitwatxonft

~an incotne fufficient to reWard thexr m-a o

duﬁry

THE rulmg 1de‘a of war: makes Hations
fancy, that ﬁ:rength confifts ent1rely in po=
pult)ufne{é ; but thie military patt of a nation'

Ccatiiot act; or even fubfift, without the
affiftance of the labouring part.  As little is

it to be fuppofed, that the riches of a flate

‘depends on the number of "its fubje@cs. ‘No,

it is only by means of riches that men can’
‘dequire and perpetuate riches; and' that on~
1y dsfar, as there is a juft ptopoxtz,on be=

tWeen men and rxches.

\IATIONS are’ foo apt never to ﬂnnk

thernfelves popalous enough ; they never o

much as dream, that they want' wotk or

- 4
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‘wages to fupport a gxeater populatxon and

| that men of no fortune are ufelefs ina coun-v

try, Where ‘they cannot find fuch certain-
- wages as. may enable them’to live by then‘

labour, .

It is true, indeed,. that the common.
| people in’ the country, When not . employed
by. others, may make a fhlft to raife for
their fubfiftence fome few thmgs of - little
‘value, which require neither great expences,
nor a labour of any continuance ; and, -be-

ﬁdes, take up but httle time to arrive at ma-,

 turity; but thefe men, thefe. produéhons,

" and the lands yielding them, are of no ac-

~ count in regard to the ftate,

%

FOR the earth to yxeld any mcome, it is
; requlﬁte, that the labour of the hufbandman
fhould give a net produce, after paying him
for his trouble; for it is this net produce
that fupports the other claffes of men ne-
ceffary in a flate. Now there is no expet=
ing -this .from poor, peafants, who. till the
earth with their hands, or in any other in-
fufﬁcnent manner. T hey have enough to dato
| Procuxe a pmful fubﬁﬁenee for themfelves

: alone,

N Seét. 3. The OECONOMICAL TABLE. 133

alone, without ever attemptmg wheat, which
requires too much  time, too much labour,
and too great an“expence; to be raifed by
men, ‘who have nothmg but the labour of
‘their - hands to raife it with. It ‘is not,
t‘herefore, to a fet of wretched peafants, that

you fhould leave the cultivation of " your

lands. Beaﬁs alone -thould till and fertlhze
your fields. Nothing but a plentlful con-
fumption, a ready- vent, and a free and
éafy commerce, bo‘th“f'oreion'and ’ ‘dofneﬁic,
can fecure that “venal ‘value Wthh con-
ftitutes your income. |

IT is upon uch men alone that you ought{ -

t6 depénd for the eﬁabufhmg of a’ cultiva-

| t1on, and ru1al commer ce, capable of” enuch-

| ‘mg you, of ennehmg the ftate, and of opening
a neve1—fa1lmg fource of uches, by means of

which you may fecure to yourfelf a full ¢n-

Joyment of all the ﬁ*ults of both hufbandry and

handicraft labour, for tify your frontiers, and
have always ftrong armies, and formidable
fleets, at your difpofal ; carry on, in a ’
grand manner, the pubhc Works ncceITary ﬁ

- \for ufe and ornament, and afford fuch, Wages

K’; . and
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o . duéhon require ; and the greater the net pro- i
E and pxoﬁts, as may tempt 1ndu{’crxous forexgn- | q & p }‘
i o & ttl the ki d , ; duce of agr&culture, the more men will be at |
i ' so e e Kingdom.- Lo e ! |

B er ein N m P g ‘I the difpofal of the government for public

works, and every other public fervice ; the

T , on the ohce of a rxc lt
HUS, O P g ° ure, and higher wages are, the more ufeful will thefe

et e e e e

the commerce of its produions, depends |
HIRN P > S°Pt men be to the ftate by their labour, ‘and by i
. the management ¢ of ‘the finances, and of- all  the hich h f b k i
' e wages back - H
s . the other branches of admmxi’cratxon, in a  their expences, w He carryt clew g 8 oack i
il | . into cuculatlon., - !

landed ftate.

SETEES

“Vicroriss,in which you do your enemyno
other mifchief, but kill him men, can weaken
him butlittle, aslong as he has wherewith
to invite others into his fervice. An army of
100,000 MeN may be as good as an army.
of amillion; for no army, where pay never

~ fails, can ever be deftroyed. It then, too,

* becomes the intereft of the foldiers to ftick |
‘to their colours,. fince they cannot ‘expect | i
better pay in ¢ 'my ‘other fervice. Itis, there-=

fore, riches that fupports the honour of i
arms, and recruits armies 3 and with how TR

SRS

SRR S

, NUMEROUS armies are not alone fufﬁc;»

- ent to form a firong defence.  Without
~good pay, you ‘are not to eXpeé’c good fol-
diers, |

SR R A e

A waR by fea or by land employs other |
mea,ns, befides the ftrength of men, :_ind
requlres other, and more conﬁdexable €X-

- pences, befides that of fubfifting them ;
o that war is to be fupported much lefs by
'the dmt of men, than that of nches, for -

o as long as you have riches to pay men /- h : A cches be allowed
- e allowe
i - well, you will never want men to. recruxt . much mote rdea on rr;u ric esh " (iiwof h
i your armles. o : - . to fupport and exten every other kin
Iiiz | . | populauon i
THE more nches a nation can employ in - . B ' : , it
i ? © LeT us again gwe a look at the Table -
{ - the annual reproduéhon of riches, the fewer R & f the fad condi T N
i mens in pzonornon, lel fuch annual repro- ' ’ in md“r to be cogy;_nc;d o the g con mon, - |
0o | L o duéhom | “ D to |
i
i B

i i
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to WhICh an unprofitable culuvanon reduces
both the proprietary and. handicraft - clafs,
and judge what muft be the flate of popu-

Aloufnefs when the whole territory has.no

other fubfiftenge to offer its inhabitants, but

the few wretched and precarious neceffaries,

fuited to the meaneft clafs of labourers, re:

'qmred by a cultivation incapable of yielding
“@ny net ploduc;eq

LET us now examme, if money, Whlch
is fo much idolized, can, on this occaﬁon,

fuop y the Pla.cc of real mches. .

- EBECTION

SECTION IV

7773 OECONOMICAL TABLE cmfc{ered
' in jts Diforders relative to Money.

s Parvis componere magna _ ﬁzlebai;:.

}'E are e wont to calculate the uches of

goods at his command, we jmagine it muft

‘be the fame in 1egard to nations, But fuppoﬁ,

this private man, tranfported with all his gold

-and filver, into the heart of fome defert, He
. would there “infallibly perifth with cold and
. hunger, tho’ feated upon this treafure, which-
“he had purchafed with other riches: (for

‘money 1s bought and no man can hwe it,
- but in proportion as he has other riches to
.pay for it) therefore, to acquire money, is
- not'to acquire riches ; itis only Changmg one
“kind of riches' for another ; which - thews,

that

Y ﬂates, as we do that of mdmduals 5
. and becaufe a private mhn, who has money,
“has all, or almoft all, manner of phyfical

e S e e B e
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that itis the Aneighboufhood of other goo&s, -

and the conveniency of exchanging mo-
" ney for them, that glves to money the
quahty of nches. |

THOUGH the nc:h ‘man, above mentxoned
_h’ld millions at hlS dlfpofal, 1f when pxeﬂ'ed

by neceflity, two perfons were to prefent |

themfelves before him, one with bread, and
.th_e other with water, and refufed him the
feaft quaqtity of either, for lefs than his '
whole treafure, he Would be obhged to come

into their terms, and part W1t11 all for a day’s
fubﬁﬁenee. | a

| Now, thxs mdmdual is a true picture of
_theftate which has loft its produce ; with this
difference, that the individual retains his gold
and filver, whereas a natlon, which has no
flock of riches left, cannot be fuppofed to
Thave either, unlefs it can draw them due&ly
from the ear th

| MONEY, that fpeexos of rxches whzch is
pu”fehafed with other riches, is nothing ina
' nation, but an intermediate pledge betweer
: éz,_yers aud fellers, Whlch ceafes to contribute

' ' ' to

~

- Se&. 4 The OcconomicAL TABLE. 139

to the perpetuatlon of riches in a flate, the
moment it ceafes to cir culate, or yleld riches
for riches. Nay, in this eafe, the more it
is- hoarded . up, the more - nches it coft,

by putting a {top to the remewal of riches,

and, confequently, the more 1t 1mpoveu{hes
a natjon. - SR

MONEY, therefme, is no better than an-

.aéhve kmd of nehes, ‘which is of no real

A advantage to a ftate, butin ptoportxon as it

continually yxelds riches for riches. The
fole ufe of it ina ftate, is- “to facﬂ1tate fales

and - purehafes, : and the payment of the

kmg s, the. churchs -and the 1and—owne1 s

-income, which agam make it circulate; fo

that the fame ‘money ferves continually, and

in rotation, - for thefe payments, and thev .

pu1pofes of commerce.

THUS the mafs of money, m a landed :

ftate, is ever found to be nearly equal to the
net produce, or annual income of its 1ands 5
for even in this proportion it is more than
fufﬁexent to anfwer all the purpofes of the

matlon. A gleater quantxty of money would’

be

R B A
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~be o rlches to the ftate. For tho the
impoft is paid in- money, it is not money

“thatyieldsit, but the riches which the lands

are annually reproducmg Itisin theamount
~of thefe perpetually. renafcent riches, - and
not in the amount: of its money, as. the vul-

gar think, that the profpenty and ﬁrength of
‘a nation conﬁﬁ

MONEY cannot 1ndemmfy a ﬁate for any
deﬁc1ency in the fucceflive renovatlon of this.
kind of riches ; Whereas the place of money is |

eafily fupplied, in trade; by engagements. in,

writing, {ecured by the riches poffefled in the.
-~ country, and expor table to forelgn markets.

THE Iove of money is a very fir ong paﬁion

in md1v1duals, who forget they were ob-

liged to buy it, becaufe they are mdlfcreet—
Iy greedy of that which purchafes other
viches. But this kind of greedinefs, exclu-

five of its object, ought not to be th,e paﬁion,
of the flate.

A GREAT f’cock of money is no fu1 ther de-
firablein a flate, thanas it is proportloned to
, the income, and thereby indicates perpetual

| reproduéhon

Seélt;4 - The OEconoMIC‘:AL»t’I‘nBLEf‘r4x¢:

'reproduéhon of. opulence, thc employment
of which is real, and perfe&ly fecure. Of
this kind was that plenty. of money, which,
‘in the reign of ‘our Charles V. firnamed The -
 Wife, kept pace with the plenty of every
~ other kind of riches in the kingdom. We
~ may form fome idea of it, by the riches fpe-
cified in the. immenfe inventory of that
prince, excluﬁve of areferve of . 1,350,000/
(equal to about 12,500, 000/, of our money.
at pxefent) Wthh was found in his coffers, .
thefe great riches are fo much the more re-

markable, as one: third of the kmgdom of

France, fuch as 1t then Was, d1d not brmg

| hlm in any thmg

MONEY, therefore, is not to he Conﬁdered

as the riches of . a ftate, as that riches which-

is contmually confummg and fpringing up
again ; for money does not . engender mo-

ney- A crown well employed may, itis true, -
give. birth to riches worth two crowns; but -

' then 1 it is the nches acquned by means of the

money, and not the money itfelf,’ that has

~ multiplied. It is only by yielding riches for
riches, that money may be faid to give blrth.'

to new r1ches.- Money, therefore, ou0‘hq_ a

Dot to {’mgnate in idle hands.
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I is not therefore, fuch matter of ifi<
difference to the f¥ate, into what hdrds mio=

ney gets; for it is abfolutely neceflary, that
it thould not be wrefted from himy who ein=
- ploys- it for the benefit of the ftate. But,
ﬁrx&ly fpeakm
a nation, has no owner; it isto anfwer the
demands of the ftate, which madke it citci-

Ite for the: reproduétion of riches capable of

' yleldmg fubﬁf’tence to the natlon and tnbutc
to the foverexgn

WE are not to confound this money W1th
" that devouring wealth, whofe owners do no<
thing with it but lend it outat intereft, thus
eluding that contribution, which every real
mcome owes to the ftate.

- ‘THE .. money, of neceﬂity, has, I fayr,
with every individual, a deftination to whick
it decifively belongs. That, which is deftined

~ to the actual payment of the ipoft, be~
- longs to the impoft; that, which is deftined

to make any neceflary purchafe, belongs to
that purchafe 5 that, which gives lifeto' agri=
'culture, commerce, and induflry, belongs
to agnculture, commerce, and. induftrys
hat thch is to pay a-debt, Wthh is aircady,

toney thus employed in

£

oF B
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o, will foon be due, belon gs to that debt, &c.

and not to the” perfon who. hasit. It is the

nation’s money. No individual has a right.to
lend it, 'becaufe it does not belong to any

mdmdual RS

IT is,. neverthelefs, thlS money fcattered
here and there, which forms the prln(:lpal mafs

of wealth of a truly opulent kingdom, in

Wthh it is conftantly employed for the ad-
vantage of the ftate. Nay, people . do not

feruple to fell itfor more than it has coft them; -

that is to fay, to export it to purchafe foreign
commodltles, when they yield a fure profit;
nor are foreigners unacquamted with the ad-

vantages. of this trade, in whlch pzoﬁt de-. |
cides whether money. fhall be gwen for com-
~ modities, or commodities for money ; for in

-all places money ¢ and commodities are riches,
mcrely n proportxon to. thelr Venal Value. i

, MONEY, hat hes 1dle, that cannot be 1e-7
pzoduced “is “an_inconfiderable obje&, foon

It is money, neverthelefs, that is perpetually

dazzling the vulgar ; it isthis obje& alone;

that they confider as the riches of a. ‘nation,

and as a. great refource in the exigencies of
| ‘ a ﬁate,

R e e e P =
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a flate, even a crreat {’cate, which ¢annot

_be really rich, but by the net reproduce of
~ thofe riches, which its lands annually afford.

It is this pxoduce, which, as it were, gwes"

new birth to money, by renewing it; and
. conﬁantly ac‘celeratmg 1ts circulation.

BESIDES, every kmgdom, wh1ch the ex=

port of its productions has ennched has, |

by means of the correfpondence it keeps
up with other kmgdoms, a ftock of rxches |

‘in them, and may every Where make ‘moriey |

- out of paper.

TI—IE plenty and free fale of its produ&xons |

fecure to it, therefore, the ufe of the mo-
ney belonging to other countries ; and, in a
well cultivated kingdom, money is never
- wanting to pay the kmg, church, and land-

/ owner the1r thare in the net produce of -

thofe commodxtxes fit for trade, which the

‘‘‘‘‘

5 money is' never Wantmg to pay them, we -

muﬁ: not mlﬁake the matter, and 1magme, .
‘that” the trlbute due to the kmg may be im=

pofed upon money

A GOVERNMENT, therefore, {hould neve‘r

~eonﬁne xts v1ews to money It ought to
: look

Seétqt The OECONOMICAL TABLE 145 |

look fuxthet, and, beﬁow its chief attennon
on: the ‘plenty- and venal value of the pro-
: 'dué‘ttons of the earth, in order to encfeafe
‘as much -as poffible its- net produce. It is

in this portion’ of vifible and annual riches,

that the power and opulence of the mo-
narch, and the profpenty of the nation, con- .

ift; itis what fixes the ﬁleC(?[b, and ties
them down to then‘ natlve foﬂ o

MONEY, , the labour of the handxcrafts-
man, txade, and commerce, form but a
baftard and independent domam,~ which,

without - the riches of the foil, can only*
conftitute a repubhcan ftate. Corg/ia;zimopfe :
_1tfelf though no repubhcan govemment by
" being reduced to the moveable riches of -
| traﬁic, has, in the midft of defpotifm, the

genius and mdependence of a republic, in
regard to the loofe and unftable ftate of corref-
pondences, and commeraal rxches :

LET us, therefo1e, flrip money of all the
plopertxes attributed to it by prejudme ; for

they are altogether imaginary. We may as
: Well attrlbute to-a whip the powe1 of dmw—'e
’ L ing. -
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‘ing a coach, becaufe it puts in motion the

fix horfes that really draw it ; place the whip

between fix trees, and fee 1f it wﬂl make*. B

them ftir. In the fame manner, money

works miracles in places, where there is a

brifk barter of neceffaries. For example,
a man at Paris, who ‘to-day has nothing but
gold, may to-morrow, if he pleafes, have plate,
fervants, and a fumptuous table; but place

him in fome of the provinces, and it will

take him a month to p1epare for an elegant
entertainment.

MONEY therefore, is rxches merely in

virtue of - its pexmutablhty nor can it have
this value but in proportion.to the demand

for it, which demand will always be as the:
quantity of barter; therefore the quantlty |

of money in 2 country will be as the circu-
lation of riches and neceffories : at leaft, one

may fay of mOney that does not circulate,

what is faid in the fable of the mifer’s
~hidden | treafure 5 Put a flone in  its place,
mzzl it will be worth you as much.

} AT‘IIIS granted,‘ let us return to our Table,

and furvey it in the wretched condition to.

which

Se&. 4. The GECO\IOMICAL TABLE. 147

which it has been reduced by a paltry cu1~ ]

tivation, that yields but one-fifth of the an-

nual advances, befides the faid annual ad-
vances, and 10 per cent. on them and the
prxmmve advances ; _and let us examine
" how far the circulation now extends, and

how much it is impaired; for then we
may Judge what quantity of money, in fuch-
a country, is really employed in the fervice

| ~of the pubhc.

No- doubt, a nation reduced to fo low an
ebb, in regard to its ftock, may ftill afford
a retreat in {fome parts_ of its territories to
thofe communities of merchants, whofe in-

“duftry borrows motion from foreign coun-

tries, and fhill imparts fome action to the

neighbouring diftricts; and fome of thofe

merchants may poﬁibly accumulate pecu-

" niary fortunes to the pre_;udlce of the annual
reproduction of riches. The depredations

committed, in levying the public revenue,
may likewife produce. fome ftores of money,
the melancholy remains of the beft blood of the

‘nation ; fortunes, which, however thocking

to thofe Who only confider how ill they
L 2 be-

~
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‘become. their owners, are nothing in the
‘main to the riches by them abforbed in a
~great ftate. They are indeed money ;

but then it is fo much money dlverted from.

the purpofes of 1ep1odu<9c1on, and which never
would have been accumulated, had it found
a place in cuculatlon, which can only receive
of it in proportion to the quantity of circu-

lating md 1e11afcent riches ; - fuch I'IChCS in

~a word, asare to be reprefented, confumed,
and reproduced : it cannot, I fay, re-enter
~ this circulation, weakened at its fource, till
all the money actually circulating thall have
becn pumped out of it, till it fails, in fine,
‘and extreme neceflity obliges people to re-
~ place it by purchafing it back at a rate, that
~ makes the re.medy'worfe than the difeafe.

Tms mlsfortune muﬁ quxckly happen in

a natmn, which has loft its renafcent riches,

{o as to find itfelf much in the fame condition
with the man we juft now fuppofed in a
defart, w1th nothing but money to eat and
dunk - On fuch occafions recourfe muft be

-»had to the money lying dead in private :

,h'mds, but the ﬁwte can only borrow it
‘ ﬁom

Sect. 4. The Osconomical TABLE. 149

from week to week, and muﬁ beﬁdes, give
‘good fecurity for the loan ofit. This is cvery

.day the cafe. But the hufb'mdman muft
not'borrow for borrowmg would ruin him, -

or, at leaft, the intereft of what he bm——
rOWCd thould be deduced from the net
ploduce to the pre_]udme of the plopneuuy
clafs, as otherwifeit would eat up the "huf~
bandman’s annual re- 1mbu1fements and re-

fomces - Thus the farmer can truft to no-

thmg but his own riches for a folid and cer--.

tain eftablithment. Hence the ruin of Lh@’

farmer is always attended with the ruin of

agriculturé, the ruin of the landlord, and

the ruin of the ftate, how opulent foever.

the financier, the ufurer, and the ftock-

broker may be; and, after all, this opulence
of theirs is no better than the poor remains

of the immenfe riches, ravithed by thefe har-

pies from.the 1mportant purpofes of repro-

duéhon.

SucH is the point of view 1n Wthh mo-

ney is to be confidered in-a ftate; and fuch

isall its influence, every way incapable of re-
'Gcnmatmga nation, which ob&ru&s, or even

neglects, the great buﬁnefs of reprodution.

SECTION'_
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SECTION V

%e OECONOMICAL Tasiz confa’erea’
in its D fora’ers re/a:z‘zvely 0 tbe‘ |
Po/zce. o |

[See TABLE, N° V ]

'E fill leave before our readers the
Table in that ftate of declenfion, to -
Wh1ch a poor and infufficient ‘cultivation has
brought 1t as we are gomg to enqmre mto
the caufes of that wretchednefs to Wthh fuch
a decay of agnculture is owing; a decay,
that is conftantly acceleratmg m propor—-
txon to its contmuance. o »

T HE man, who has by th1s ever fo httle
acqun'ed a fac1l1ty of arguing in the manner
adopted byusin the Table, muft eaﬁly difcern,
that moral as well as. phyﬁcal caufes may ferve

to overturn the balance in the article of ex-
pences, and by increafing the fhare of the
barren clafs, proportionably dry up the fources .
of..the proprietary. clafs, upon whofe wealth
that of the barren clafs igfelf, in the end to-

tally depend L
It

TR

TS -
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It s obvious, ~for\ example, that law-
expences ought -to be placed in the clafs of
barren expences, ‘and that whatever tends to

increafe expences of that kind' muft, for that’

very reafon, be a caufe of -decay. 'Hence
it follows, that ina country where the laWS

aare fo faulty, that every head landlord, or

under landlord, is obliged to be in “continual

motion, to obtain juftice or injuftice, favour -
or advancement ‘&c. the expences created

thereby are fo many we1ghts taken from the
feale of ploduéhve expences, . and thrown;
into- the fcale of barren ~expences, | which-

muf’c of com fe preponderate. - If moreover,‘
drﬁolutenefs and effemrnacy happen to prevail- . -

to fuch a degree, as to extmgmfh all 1efpe<3:
- Aor domeﬁrc hlerarchy, and render unthink-
ing youth the arbiter of famﬂy expences, it is
probable that thefe expences will be double:
- what they ought to be in the barren purchafe
of trifles and luxuries ; whereas provident age
,dehghts in what is folid and umful And this
‘evil, once ‘become gener al, cannot on ac-
count of the great number of - co- operatmg'

caufés, but. be attended Wrth a very con~

, ﬁder able. decay.

- WERE

Seé’cs The OéeONoM"I‘c‘AL:TABLi:;“ ’1‘5?,

WERE the laws to favour this evil by the

connivance;- however, involuntar y, of thofe
charged with the interpretation of them; were
the  police; under the pretéxt of for efeemg
every thing, to ‘free the child from all parental;

and the fervant from all maglﬁerral reﬁralnts,
were it to provoke tafte for barren expences,

under the notion of increafing the profits of

the retailers, and .artificers of luxury; were

it to abandon the honeft peafant to con-
| tempt oppreﬁion, and poverty, and thereby

Tuin hu{bandry ; were it to fdvour the mul=
tiplication of law-fuits, and’ multiply the

terrible tools of chicane, in order to 1ncreafe ‘
‘the ftamp duties ; ‘were it to lower the price
of the immediate fruits of the: earth to fup-

port manufa&ures ; were it to annihilate the
fale," venal value, and reprodu&lon of ‘com-~
modities, by heavy 1mpof’cs upon: them, &c.

all thefe things might be Juf’dy confidered as
- {fo many « drforders in manners, omens of 1um,

and excr eﬁences of barren expences. V‘

IT 18 thus, that by a ﬁngle g]ance of the

underftanding upon our Table, a man may,

in an inftant, - difcover the real value of
- | - every
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‘every law, of every civil ordinance, even
thofe which do not appear to have any
other than a moral tendency. - But the con-
cifénefs of this explanatron will not permit

us to enlarge further on this head; let us,
b4
therefore, return to the phyfical points of

- police, more 1mmed1ate1y connected with,
“the obje& of our p1efent enqulry

THERE is no abfurdxty, »wlnch a fpmt of
‘ reﬁnement grafted upon wrong principles,
is not capable of engendering.. I would not.
take upon me to fwear, that with a little
- pains we might not dlfcover fome landed
ftates, in which private views had {o far led
people af'tray, as to make them believe,

it was proper to reftrain the cultivation of .

vines to increafe that of wheat and that, too,
at a time, when the exportation of corn
was forbrd and even the domeftic commerce
of it between province and province ob-

ﬁrué’ced, at a_time, when mofl of the lands |

lay fallow, becaufe the cultivation of corn

was confined to the confumption of the pro-s
vince that produced it; at a time, in thort,
"‘when the decay of vmeqculture and the

im poﬁ:
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1mpof’c upon wine, mcreafed the fallow lands
from one year to another.

It is very pofﬁble, that in 1 thefe circum-
{ftances the provinces remote from the capltal
fhould have been obhged to make reprefenta~
tions agamf’t the increafe of tlllage, as their corn,
for want of fale, became a drug upon’ ‘their

hands, to the: utter ruin of both farmers and

Iand-ownels, “and the annlhllanon of the

' 1mpo{’t the Jands Wele chalged with. T hus

every thing confpired to wither the two prm-—

cipal branches of cultxvatlon “of  the king-

dom, and fink to nothmg the value of real
eftates ;. fome of the land—ownels endea-—

vourmg to plocure excluﬁve pnvﬂeges of |

culture, to the ptejudtce of the reft 5 fatal

effe@s of prohlbmons and obﬁrué’clons, aﬁ'eé’c-.

ing the commerce of the produ@uons of Iand-
ed eftates, efpecially in a kingdom, whexe

* there i Is iuch an eaiy commumcatlon\ between
the provmces by fea and by rivers, Whele the

caprtal and all the other’ cities, can be fo

eafily fupphed with provxﬁons from every part
ofits territories, and where the famhty of ex-
pmtamon fecures aready fale fm all its fuper |

fluities.

THERE
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~ THERE is no branch ‘of counuy buﬁnefs

equal to the cultivation of vines ; for, in ge-

‘neral, the net. produce of an acre under -

vines is, at leaf’c double that of the beﬁ acz:e

under corn. We are, beﬁdes,rto take no-
tice, that the charges required by- the fort mer

are of a more beneficial nature,. than thofe
requn ed by the latter becaufe the cuIture of
vines aﬁ'o1ds, even Wlth proﬁt to the employer,
much better ‘wages to the hands _employed
in 1t becaufe the demand for poles and cafks
creates a demand for timber i and, Iaf’cly, be-
caufe the hands ‘employed i in the cultivation
of vines are not taken up by it in harveft time,
and are, therefore a great 1eiour(.e ta the
hﬁIbandman, in gettmg in hlS com. :

BESIDES, tlns clafs of men, bemg pa1d
| for then‘ labour in the ptoduce of the land.

1tfelf and by growing very numerous, in-

aeafe the dernand for both ¢ corn and wine,
and keeps up the Venal value of thefe artlcles, _
in proportion as the cultwatlon extends, and ‘
ﬁlch increafe. of . cultxvatlon mcreafes riches 3
for the mcreafe of riches is attended Wlth _‘
an 1nc1eafe of populoufnefs in evely 1‘anL

of

[
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of the ftate, and this 1ncreafe of - populoufo

nefs fupports, on all hands, the venal value of

the immediate produéhons of the earth, and,

| confequently, the income of the klng, the

- ,chmch, and the 1and-ownels.

IT is to be noted that a famhty of eX-

fportmg the immediate ploduﬁnons of the _
- earth, free frorn heavy taxes and dutles, is a

great advantage to a nation blefled with an

extenfive territory, in which ‘the culture rhay )
be {o varied, as to make it yleld a great variety

of valuable commodltles, fuch, efpecially, as

- cannot - grow in the nelohbouung countries. .

UNRIVALLED, therefme, as we are in the
production of wines and brandies, thr ough the |
natme of our foil and chmate, the exportatlon‘
of them fhould be partlcularly favoured by the
government, inftead of being loaded, as it is,
with heavy burthens, multlphed to the great
lofs of the revenue itfelf, and too prejudxclal to’

~ theventof p1odu€hons, which form the object
- of a great foreign trade, a trade capable of fup-

portmg the opulence ofa gr eatkmgdom. The
xmoof’t {hould be ﬁmple and unmcumbeted
‘and
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and laid on the foil, which p1oduces thefe
riches; and in the repartition of the gene-
ral impoft, regard fhould be had to thofe
commodxtlcs, whofefale in foreign markets de-
pends upon the reafonablenefs of their price ;
for then the ftate is amply indemnified for
- the {mallnefs of fuch impoft, by the advan-
tageous influence of this commerce upon all

Ahe kingdom’s other fources of riches. But

et us not antlclpatc the article of 1mpoﬁs.

| 1 smourp be Wanting to myfelf, as a
man, if, fpeaking of the police in general,

I omitted faying a word or two of that terrible

{courge, one of -the three which God was.
pleafed to give the choice of to finful David,
and to which this prince preferred the plague;

I mean the police of corn. 1 fee only with
the eyes of a calculator. B |

By putting a flop to the exportation of
~corn, and other immediate productions of
- the -earth, you confine your agriculture to
' your ftate of populoufnefs, mf’cead of making

- your agriculture a means of mcxeaﬁng your
: populoufnefs. ’

Tur
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- THE exportation of th¢' immiediate fruits of
the earth increafes the annual value of real
eftates ; thls mcreafc of their annual value
increafes the expence of the land-owners ;

this increafe of expence draws people into
the kingdom ; this increafe of populoufnefs,

increafes the confu‘mpt'ion of the immedi-

ate fruits of the earth; this increafc' of

confumpnon, along with exportatlon, acce~

lerates on all fides the progrefs of agricul-
ture, populoufnefs, and increafes, in its
tm‘n, the annual value of real eftates.

By means of a fxee and eafy expmtatzon

and i 1mportatzon, corn 1s always kept at an

equal price ; for the moft equal price is that,

which prevails moft univerfally among trad—.
ing nations. Such a commerce ever com-
‘penfates the cafual inequalities in-the crops of
different nations, by bringing to that coun-

~ try, where any fcarcity happens, the fuper-

fluity of that where plenty prevails; thus
making the quantity of productions, and the
prices of them, always and every where
equal. | | |

FHEeNCE,
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HENCD, tradmg natxons, that - have no

~lands to fupply them with corn, “are, not- .

withftanding, as fecure of bread, as thofe

- which cultivate a. large temtory Freedom

of commerce, and the leaft advantage in
peint of- price, muft infallibly draw goods
into a country, and by that means keep

things con{’cantly at, or very near, . the fame
ftandard.

Now, it has been demonfirated, that, in-
dependently of exportation, and even the ad-
vantage of a better price, a conftant equality
of price is alone fufficient to mcreafC, by one-
fixth, the net produce of real eftates ; that
it increafesand fecures the advances of culti-
vation; that it pr events. exceffive dearths,
which hurt populoufnefs, and that it hinders
| commodmes from becoming a dxug, to the
| pI’CJU.dlCC of agriculture 5 whereas, a p1 ohibi-
“tion“'of foreign trade is7ofteﬁ attended with

a dearth of neceﬁ’anes ;s -a cultivation too

mcely adjufted to the annual demands of a
~ nation, reduces the price of provifions to the
fame flaGtuation, that is occafioned in the

“harveft by good or bad weather, and'bdﬁgs '~
gfeat- part of the lands to yield little, and
E | - ~ be -
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be worth little ; the uncer tamty of fale cre-

ates uneafinefs among “the farmers, puts a

ftep to the expences of cultivation, lowers

the rent of land; and this decay increafes:
from day to day, in the fame proportion
with the infidious p1ecautlons, taken to pre~
vent it

Ir, ﬁby‘ way of /pi'eventing a fcarcity of

corn, the govemment thould not only forbid
the exportation of it, but hinder dealers from

filling their granaries with it in plentiful fea-

fons, which ought to provide againft bad

ones, and likewife obftruct the multiplication
of thofe free magazines, where the compe-
tition of dealers renders a monopoly 1mpof-
fible ; plocures the hu{bandman a malket n
times of plenty, and produces plenty in the

midft of fter lht}’f then, from the felf-fame

principles of ficha timorous adminiftration,

- and fo ill adapted to'a landed nation, which

nothing but a ready fale of; and a good price
for its productions, can enrich ; from the felf-
fame principles, I fay, we may as fa1rly con-
clude, that it would be equally proper to re-
{train, as much as poffible, the home-confump-

tion of corn, by reducing the commion people '

R
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to the ufe of pOtatoés, black Wheat, acorns,
and the like; and even make it a crime
to fend corn from the provinces where it
abounded, into thofe which wanted it, and
which had been robbed of 1t, by fpecw.l or

furtive licences.

 WHAT abufes, what monopolies, muft flow

from fuch an arbitrary, and deftruive police!

What would then become of agriculture,
of the proprictary and manufatturing clafles
‘of men, of the firength of the kingdom ?

1 suaLL not repeat in this place, what
has been faid {o often, in anfwer to the mif-

taken apprehenfions of fome people concern-

ing the danger of corn’s becoming too dear

for the common people.  If the fummary

demonﬁratlons, which refult from the expla-
* nation of the Table, are not found fufficient

to remove them, the reader may confult what

1 have written more at large upon this fubject,

in the difcourfe I had the honour of prefent-
| mg to the fociety ‘at Beme.

THIS natuxally leads us to the art1cle of
- commerce. : -

SECTION

- tween gaods and riches.
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SECTION VL
7_’17/?81~O’EC0N0M'.ICAL TA-BL'E co7~

f Wered in its Deprea’az‘zom rela-

fwe_/y z‘o Gommerce. |
[See TABLE, Np, V]

OMMERCE fo far refembles hght
that, though it creates nothmg, it gwes
life to all things. |

| WE (hyo‘tild 'hcfevrec_bll‘e&,fwhat has’ béen
already faid concerning the difference be-

to be made in every flate between goods which
have an ufual value, but no venal value, and

riches which have both an zg/iml and a ‘vemz[
value.

water, wood, game, the fruits of the earth,
&e. thefe, however, could not be called
riches, as they had no venal value : but
fince fomc branches of: trade have - been

opf:ned betwen them and the French, the

M 2 Engl/ h,

A diftin&ion ought \

For- example, the favages of Loui-
Siana had great plenty of goods ; fuch as -

i .
| SR
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Englifh, yand' the Spaniards, Ec. part of
thefe goods have acquired a venal value, and
of ‘courfe the quality of riches.

Tuus the government of every kingdom
ought to aim af procuring to its fubjects the
grecitg/i« plenty poffible of produitions, and to
thefe produttions the greateft venal value poffible ;
becaufe with great riches a nation, by means -
of -commerce, may procure all manner of
ufual goods, befides gold and ﬁlver in a pro-
poruon fuitable to its riches.,

WE are not to confider commerce as an
mcxeafe of f’cock It is true, indeed, that a
recnprocal commerce with foreigners brings
in commodities, but thefe commodities muft

~one way or another be paid for by the nation..
Commerce, therefore, is not to be confi-

dered as a feparate object in the detail of -

a kingdom’s income. It is with com-
‘merce as with houfe-rent, and intereft of mo-
ney, " which are, to thofe who pay them, ex-
pences that arife from another fource. It s
- otherwife, indeed, ‘with regard to land-
cbaroes, which are laid upona produé’cwe

fund “but then thefe land-charges are in-
| cludcd

-
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| cluded in the net p‘roducé of the lands.

The earth, and.the farmer’s advances for
the cultivation of it, are the only fource of

. incomes in a'landed nation; but thefe in-

comes would vanifh into fmoke, Wele it not
for the value which commerce  gives to the
fruits. of the earth ;- nay, in a fthort time,

. thefe fruits would be conﬁned to the ﬂender
, confumptxon of the maﬁer. |

DOMESTIC c:ommerce, is, pxoperly fpeak-

ing, kwhat we ftile circulation ; and that cir= -

culation is moft beneficial which confifts i in
buying and fellmg at the firft hand; for the
oftener. the fame thing is bought and fold,

| _though the buyers and fellers fhould be

fubjects of the fame ftate, the more doesk
domeftic. commerce become ‘onerous ‘to

 them. Anditis in this light we ought ta

confider the ment of a tradefrnan in the do-
meﬁlc commerce of a nation.

~TrE foreign trade or that of exporta-
tion, may extend, as appears by the expla-’
nation of the T able, to about one-eighth of
the total annual produce of the earth. This

_.expoxtatxon may be termed actual, if -fuch

M3 cighth
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eighth part is exported in kind; and virtual,

af it s confumed at home by handicrafts-
men, whofe works are expor ted. Such is the
~ general idea of the commerce of a landed
ﬁate, confidered in its rife, in its growth
a—ndm its ufefulnefs,

 CoMMERCE, therefore, gives life and the
quality of riches to the immediate produc-
tions of the earth, and of courfe  exiftence
 to the incomes”and power of a nation,
But we are not to confound in the 1dea, ‘which
we form to ourfelves of this great Pohtrcal
agent, all thofe fubfervient agents, which
a landed nation can very well difpenfe
W1th By this means we thould little by

little delfy the 1nfe€’cs bread in the mud of -

thlS Nzle, fuch as ﬁocks, a01o, &c.

Nor to fpeak of thefe Taft, whrch are no
better than o many evolutions of ufury,
the others, which are ufeful to nations that
have no terrrtory, and_even to landed ftates;,
~which. have more fubjects than the plough
and fpade can employ, don’t deferve -the di~
reét attention of the government. ‘The head

of
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of a great landed ftate, who fhould employ his

power to render his fubjects a tiading people,
to the excluﬁou of all others, might be com-~

‘A gared to 2 man of fortune “who {hould take

it into his head to drive his own coach and
cook his own victuals, . to fave the wages. of

a coachman and a cook.

\

How many wars might have been avoxded
in the laft century, and might ftill perhaps

~ be ravoided, would people but confider the
petty commercial ftates as the commercial
-agents of the great ones, and be perfuaded
~that it is more advantageous for the firft to

trade by means of the fecond, than to charge
themfelves with the different br anches of
commerce,” which cannot fail of proving
more expenfive, and lefs profitable to them,
than it would be to procure themfelveé, at
their own doors, a great competitorthip of

fore1gn mierchants, and thereby eﬂ?e&ually_ a

prevent all monopohes by their own mer-
chants.. o |

‘;ADURZM eomptl'oller-ceﬁerai of the
vﬁnances of the late king Solommon, unfortu-
’ ' nately |
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nately dazzled by the commerce of the ‘I"y—
‘rians, and “the fp'endor of luxurious manu-

factures, “raifed fuch a fermeénuin the brains

‘of all his countrymen, that they no- longer:
fpoke: of any thing but commerce and mo-

ney, without ever fo much as dreammg of
the true and genuine commerce of their

country

THIS mlmf’cer, vamable in other refpe&s
for his good intentions, but too attached to
~ his own way of thinking, fet about fqueezm<T

riches from the work of the ﬁncers} even to

_the prejudice of the true fource of rlches, and
for this purpofe difturbed the whole cecono~
‘mical conftitution of a landed nation. The
‘exportation of corn was proh1b1ted to enable

"the manufalarer to- live cheap.. 'The corn-
trade at home was put into the hdnds of an

arbitrary pohce, which interrupted the com--

‘merce’ between' the provinces. + The pro-
" teCors of handicraft bufinefs, the intendant
of provmces, and the magiftrates of cities, in
order to PIOCUI'C ‘themfelves corn at an eafy
rate, ruined, in confequence of a miftaken
ealculatlon, both their towns ‘and their pro-

vmces, -
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i ‘vmces, by mfenﬁbly leffening the culture of

‘their lands.* Every meafure tended to- the
‘deftru@ion of lanid-rents, handxaaft—-works,

manufa&ures and even commerce, Wthh in

a landed ftate, can only be- fuppm ted by. the

R produce of ‘the land for it is this produce,
~ which fupphes commerce with fuperfluities

for exportatmn, and. which- pays the landlord

his rent, ‘the fovereign his trlbute, ‘the church

her tithes, and the falaries, of thofe employed

in Iucratlve works. - Various- emwlatlons of

men and riches accelerated ‘the plogrefs of ~

‘.thls deftruction. Both-men and money were
diverted” from agriculture,’ and applied to
manufa&ures of cotton, - “filk, and fo1e1gn B

_ ’Wools, to the prejudice of the manufactures

carried on with the wools of the country, and
the multiphcatlon of cattle.” Great pains Were
taken ‘to provoke the luxmy -of decoration,

cand it accordmgly made very hafty frrides.
- The adminiftrators of the provmces prefled by

the exigencies. of the ﬁate no longer permit-
ted the countryman to enjoy any fecurity in
the vifible émployment of the riches neceffary
to the annuaheprodu&mn of riches. A great

' 'Palc of the lands were perrmtted to’ fall into

petty
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~ petty culture, to lie fallow, to fink to nothing;
land-rents were facrificed to no manner of
pﬁrpofe to a mercantile commerce, incapablia
of contributing to the impoft.. ‘And as hur~
bandry, impaired and oppreﬁéd,xcould no
Jonger give the ftate any affiftance, the bur-
thens of it were more and more }aid.'upon
men, upon provifions, and upon the com-

merce carried on in the immediate fruits of

the earth ; the expencesand piracies attend-

ing the perception of fuch taxes, daily en-

creafed, and at length became. the__czbjc@c
of 2 ;fyﬁemj of finances, which enriched
the .capital with the {poils’ of the provinces.

Money-lending became a trade from which

people drew yearly incames, _founded on
money, and drawn from money; which, with

refpect to the mnation, _conflituted no. better

“than an i»maginary:produ‘c‘e, that,efcaped the

impoft, and preyed upon the fate. Th‘efe |
‘jncomes accruing from moneys and a thew

of opulence, fupported by the magpnificence
' of a ruinous luxury, impofed upon the vulgar,
‘Whiie, from day'tb day, they, in fact, leﬂ'ega
ed the reprodu&ibn_. of real riches, and the
 money of the nation. ' | |

| /E?ER’Q"
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EVERY body knows what happened »fodn

;ftér Solomon’s death. Had he lived longer,
he would have died a bankrupt, and the
Holy-Land, formerly fo fruitful, would have

been long fince over-run with briars and

brambles. -

. ManvracTures for home confump--
_ tion are no better than an objec of expence,

and by no means a fource of income; nor
can the exportation of them afford any net
proﬁt, but to Count_ries;where{ ‘manual la-
bour is cheap, in confequé-nce of the cheap-
nefs of pr;jviﬁons neceffary for the fubﬁﬁ.encej

of manufatturers; a very difadvantageous -

condition for the produce of real eftates: and

~accordingly: fuch chéapnefs is to be care-

fully avoided in ftates which enjoy a free and
foreign commerce, by which the demand
for, and price of, the immediate fruits of the
earth, is.xkept ups; a 'cirbumﬁ,ancc,, which
déf’cr’oys to advantage the trifling net produce
deriveable from the exportation of manu-
faCtures, as the profits bf ‘fuch an exporta-

tion can only refult from the under value of -
the immediate fruits of the earth.,
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172 The OECONOMICAL TABLE. Part 11,

WE don t confound in this place the géne-
ral net producc or income belonging. to the
nation, with the proﬁts of merchants, and

~ maﬁer—manufa&urers Thefe proﬁts are to be-
. conﬁdered as barren expences, with refpeét
to the nation. . For example, what ‘would it

ﬁgmfy to have rich hu{bandmen, if the lands
cultivated by them ylelded for none but

thcmfelves. j

THERE are {fome poor natxons, in whrch
moﬁ of the manufactures of luxury, multi~
phed to too great a degree, are fupported by

 exclufive pnvﬂeges, by laying the nation
under contribution, by means of prohibi=
tions, which deprive them of the ufe of other

handicraft commodities. It is not fo with
agnculture, and the commerce' carried on

in the immediate fruits of the earth, where

the brifkeft competitorhip multiplies tie
mches of natlons ble{’c with ¢ extenﬁve terri-

tones.

PRI\ICES fhould encomage thofe ma-
nufaé’cures alone, 'whofe matenals are found
ia the country, and can therefore. be. made

" up cheaper there than elfewhere ; and they
fhoulé

‘Se&. 6. The OrconomICAL TabLE. 1wy
fhould permit the purchafe from forelgners of
fuch manuafactures, as foreigners can aﬂ'ord; |
for lefs than their fubjecs can make them up, |
By this means they would provoke a re(:1p1§-*
cal commerce ; whereas, by pretending to fell |
every thing, and buy nothmg, they Would‘»

foon put an end to all foreign commerce, and-
deI:lYC their fubje@s of the advantage of ex~
porting. the immediate fruits of their lands;

- an advantage infinitely preferable to that of -
| exportmg manufactures.

A LANDED nation thould favour t'hé’é‘x#

- portation of the immediate fruits of the earth

by the 1mpo1tatlon of manufactures Wthh

the can turn to advantage from forexgnors B
‘Herein lies the whole myftery of commerce

Let us but act in this manner, and we need
not be under any apprehenfions of becommg

' z‘rzbuz‘ary to other nations.

BUT enough of commércé
by the ill fuccefs of Aduram's fchgr;gsp plizrj\:
dear the moft knowmg, moft uprlgh; and
moft diligent minifters may, by miftaking
the firft principles, pay for a tranfient ecla?
and momentary  enjoyment, fo as to fap the

foundatxons ‘ |
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174 The OECONOMICAL Tapre. PartIL

foundations of a powerful ftate. Azmoth,
on the contrary, minifter of the warlike Da-
wid, who had. conquered his kingdom foot
by foot, by applying himfelf to. the encou-
ragement of agriculture, and living upon good

terms with the Tyrians, though he had

neither a fleet at Afion Gaber, nor any ma-
nufactures at Jericho; Azmoth, 1 fay, had
in' a fhort time the happinefs to {ee his fel-
low-fubje&s a . flourithing: people, ‘and left

behind him a great treafure to build the

temple. - !

BuT as we have mentioned king David,
let us now touch the main firing of the. ceco-
nomical harp. = |
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THE OECON MICAL TABLE

. N U M B ER VI
Be]ongmg to the feventh Section of the fecond Part of the Ex alana-
tion, and exhibiting the deftructive Effeéts of the Impoft, when
overloaded and abforbed by the Charges of Adminiftration nd Per-
ception. This Number is formed on the footing of a total net
Produce or Income of twenty Millions, and of an Impoft of ten
Millions overloaded by Charges of Adminiftration and Perception
to the Amount of ten Millions more ;. making in all forty Miltions,
of which ten, half the real Income, pafs over to the Clafs of pro-

duttive Expences; the other half of the real Inceme, with the §..

twenty Millions, Baftard-Impofitions, pafs over to the Clafs of
- barren Expences. /
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SECTION VII

,‘%e OECONOMICAL TABLE confzdered
. in its Deprea’m‘zom re/az‘z‘ve{y 0 tée

Iopof.
[ See TABLE, Ne VI ]

HE impoﬂ: isa pcrtion of our property,

which has ever been, and’ ever will
semain, appropriated and engaged to fecure
to us the peaceable en)oyment of the reft.

IT 1s, mdeed poﬁible that a nation ihould

pay no tubute to its government but it muft

then pay a tribute to its neighbours, by a
pohncal dependance upon them. |

SUCH" of our lands as are noble, and were
fofmerly falique lands, boaft an immemorial
immunity from impofts. However, tho’ milj-

tary fervice, to which the poffeffion of them
~obliged their owners, {o far from bexng con-
fidered asa burthen, ‘was deemed an hénour ;-

it Was, after all a fubventlon and the pof-

Afeflors |
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1706 ‘The_‘OECONOMIChAL ,TAB,LE;‘ Part I'L";;
féﬁ'ors of thofe ~1ands,: ’whofe“fanci'ed' im-f |

" munity found policy will ever refpe&t, are

by birth, what, in other countries, men a#e

" ‘éukv’vardly defigned by the red .Collyar‘; I
" mean, fubjecs devoted to the fervice of ‘ﬂl?- -
 public. - | :

Inaword, the impb{’c is a debt by the law"

of nature, thé;t is to fay,_ by the law of -

God and man, provided we give the word
impoft its true meaning, and :un‘_d_elr:{.’cand by ’,
it fecurity and relief, and by no means genefa}

' oppréﬂi‘on.

It istono purpofe to object, that it is dpmg |
nothing, merely to indicate the point where

~ words change their meaning, fince a'llfearthliy ,‘
. difputes arife merely from the contrary figni-

fications annexed to the fame expreflions. Be-

ﬁdes‘,lrmight eafilyand with truth anfwcf:r_,‘that '
hiftory affords very few, if any, examples of

any tribute having ever occafioned any con-
fiderable murmurs, when the pe_op%e thenjx—
felves were charged with the colleéting of it,

. and iVe're'pérnlitted to bring the produce of it
| A here a
" much

direcly to the fovéréign_ ; butwe have

8ect. 7. -The OrcoNomIcAL TAaBLE. 1777
tﬁdChfu;‘éf*ggide" tﬁa'n expeérlence itfelf; for
the table will dire& our enquiries on this head,”
~even better than it has done on ‘any of the
pft?qéédihg, + Let us’ firft fpeak of the col-
lectiorl of the impoft; we fhall afterwards

fpeakk of ‘it diftribution.

| A WELL reguléte&‘ inﬁi)dﬁ; “that is to fay,

an impoft which does not degenerate into
fpoliation by 2 bad method of laying it on, is
to'Be confideted as 4 fortion of the net-pro-
duce of tﬁe.llands 5Qf a landed nation. ' Other=
wifé, it would have no proportional rule,either
- with itfelf; or with the faid net produce, or
with the condition of the fubjeés liable to

pay it; it might infenfibly ruin every thing,

- Twuis tribute, therefore, called “impoft,

thould bear, intirely and dire@ly; on the in-
come, that is, on the annual and'well known

net produce of the land; and not on the far<"
mer’s advanc:‘es,‘ nor on the létbouriné people, o
nor on the fale of commodities ; for in thefe |
laft cafes.it would prove. utterly deftructive. -
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7.1-78 The OECONOMICAI; TABLE. Part II.

Ir has been already demonttrated, - by the

| aberratxons of the table belongmg to the fecond
“and third fe@ions of the fecond part, that,

when it bears on the. farmer s advances, it,

| from an’ impoft, becomes a fpoliation, that

would infallibly put a f’cop to reproduction ;

‘impoverith the lands ; ruin the farmers, the

land—owners, and the ﬁate. |

LAIb apoﬁ the Wbrking part of the nation, .

and on the fale of -commodities, it becomes

arbltrary 5, the expences of levying it amount"

to more than the thing i 1tfe1f and recoil with-
out meafme upon the anual i incomes of the
land, to the lofs of the.{tate, and of mdm—

 duals. But we muf’c here diftinguifh between

impofition and impoft. ‘The impofition_ Would
become treble the xmpof’c and  would. bear

" heavy even upon the impoft itfelf ;. for in all
- the expences of the fate, the taxes laid. upon.

commodities would be paid by the “impoft.

‘Thus, then, would the 1mpof’c become decext— |

ful and deftructive. .

ANY 1mpo{’c upon the Wo1kmg pa1t of' |

the nation, . who live upon their. wages, 1s

no

Sect. §. The Opconomicar Tasrs. 199
no better, ﬂ:ué’dy fpeaking, than an impoft
upon labour paid by thofe who employ

the labourers; 4s an nnpoﬁ upon “hotrfes
made ufe of .in tlllage,‘ is. no better than

dn - 1mpoﬁ on the very expences of cultis

vatlon

THUS any mlpof’c upon ‘men, and not

on the net produce of the land, Would bear
upon the very expences requifite to carry on
the different. branches of manufadtares and

agriculture, would' doably affect the faid net -
~produce, and quickly annihilate the impoft

itfelf. ‘We are to confider this impoft in the
fame  light with taxes upon “commodities,
which likewife affect the net produce of land,

the impoft, and the expences of cultivation ;-
and the levymcr of which cannot fail of
- being : attended thh immenfe expences in a

great ﬂate. .

PETTY maritime f’cates, h@Wever Wthh |
have nothmg but their trade to depend upon, -
‘are oblxged to have recourfe to this kind of
: xmpoﬁ thouoh in a lefs onerous form. Great:

flates, too, muft make ufe of it, When their
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180 Thej QECONO_MICAL\ TapLe. Partll

- 'agricuiture is fo de’cayed that the nét produce

of their lands can no longe1 afford a fuffi-
cient impoft.

" Bur then, fuch a refource in fuch {’cates,
is no‘better than a furcharge, Wthh obhges
the common people to live poorer than they

otherwife would, ftops labour, extinguifhes
reproduction, and completes the ruin of bothp

'foverelgn and fubJe&
It has been often propofed that the 1rnpof’c

Ihould be, like the tithe; levied in kind, by
taking a certain part of -the crop, or grofs
“produce of the land ; but it would then
~ bear no certain proportion to the net produce ;
~ the poorer the land, and the poorer the crop,

the more unjuft and burthenfome would fuch
an nnpo{’c be. -

' Ler us now proceed to the dxf’cubutxon of
the impoft, and the eftimation of its amount,

~being the points, to illuftrate which I con-

firucted the Table at the head of this feGion.
| have, no doubt, grounded this Table on a
mere hypotheﬁs ; but the realization of this
hypotheﬁs is ever to be dreaded ever to be_
carefu ly a,vmded L '

Isup--

Seé’c. 7. The OECO'NI(I)‘MICA‘L TABLE. 181

~I'surprose a kingdom, in which the im-

poft is, in an arbitrary manner, laid chieﬂy‘ |
upon farmers, on labouring people, on mer-
- chandize, efpecially thofe of the remote pro-

vinces; that is to fay, in ‘which it bears, di-

reétly and indire@ly, on the advances of cul-

tivation, Let the amount, affumed for bafis,

~ be ten millions ﬁelhng, ordinary impoft, half

immediately laid upon the land, and the

other half upon goods. I fuppofe, on the
other hand, “that the . charges of l’evymg it

amount to as much more.
NOW, the 1mmed1ate net produce of the
Iandsof this nation would, in procefs of time,

-amount to no more, to judge of it by a fcru-

tiny into the tax of one tenth .on 'the pro-
ductive funds, and irto the total produce,
than about twenty millions fterling, mclud—

ing tithes and other ecclefiattical reveniues,

nay, and the very impoft payable by thefe

-revenues ; a difmal produce for o large and
fo fertile a kingdom, and fo laborious and

numerous 2 people.

As in general' great evils attend . ca-

pital errors in the adminiftration of the

N 3 ﬁnances,
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182 Ther,QIECONQMICAL Tasre, PartIl,

finances, 'we muft likewife fuppofe, that in
this couﬁtr_y the taille is arbitrarily im=

pofed ‘upon the hufbandman; that the ex-

portation of corn is forbid ;- that the pro-
du&ion is limited to the confuin'p_tion of
the nation ; that half the lands lie fallow; °

that the planting of vines in places fit for

~ them, is prohibited ; that wines are over~
- burthened with ruinous impofitions ;  that

the domeftic trade of corn is fubjefted tol

an arbitrary police; that even the tranfpor-

tation.of it from one province to another, is
liable to perpetual interruptions; and that
the venal value of commodmes is continually

i ﬂu&;uatmg

IN confequencc of fuch a feries of de:-e

ftrutive meafurés, the ill adminiftred im-
poft muft fall heavy on the hufbandman’s

advances, to the prejudice of reproduction,

‘which would then,  of -/’cov,rfe,' decay from
- year to year.- The hufbandman’s: chijldren

would abandon the country ; the extraordina-~
ry. weight of the impoft, on the natural price
of commodities, and on workmen’s wages,
would raife both one th 1rd. on the piopnemy

‘ ' clafs,

I
‘«

Sec. 7; The’QﬁéON‘bi&&icAi TABLE. '18'31 |
clafs, fo as _to'redu'cfe_ 3thei1‘4 tWenty millions
fterling, in point of real value, to lefs than
_ thirteen millions and a half; and prove of

equal prejudice to foreign commexce, and
the employment of the 1mpo{’c 1emam1ng in

A cn'culatlon.

E AN 1mpoﬁ: 'upon wages and commodities
cannot fail being attended witha heavy

- expence of adminiftration ‘and colle&ion.
Befides weakemr\lg circulation, and r eftraining -

commerce, it raifes the price of wages and

commodities to the amount of the whole
produce of the impoft ; thatis to fay, if an-

impoft on confumption brings in 1,2 50, oool.
and cofts an equal fum to levy it, the goods,’

upon which it is raifed, muft coft the con- .
fumers 2,500,000/, more than they other-
wife would do. Now, as the general mafs

of- the impoft muft be expended,. the impoft
itfelf muft likewife immediately lofe one
third, fince i it pays for every thing one thnd
or even more, }than it would do without
that impoft, which it really pays itfelf to

“the colleCtors and managers of it; fo that
from 10 ooo,oool it is reduced to about« |

6,700,000/,
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LET. us now fuppofe, that there are,

" in the ﬁate, genelal farms let out, for ex-
ample, at gzooo,oool and -the levying of
5,000,00/. (including the general fauners»
‘pxoﬁts) cofts 10,000,000/, Let us then ex-

amine this formidable, and, in the general opi-
nion, {o important operation of farming, by
the foregoing reduction; it will appear that
this impoftof 5,000,000/, immediately leffens:
the public revenue of the ftate by 3,300,000%

‘How fo? Becaufe this operatiokn draws after

it the 10,000,000/ " charges of perception,.

‘and thofe 10,000,000/, form abaftard ad-.
dition to the venal value of commodities.
Now, as the exchequer is the great fteward
and caterer of the ftate, it pays the 3,300,000/

above-mentioned, for the fhare of thefe

 10,000,000/. Hence it follows, that this is
no. better than taking with one hand, to -

| give with the other ; that this admired farm.
of 5,000,000/ finks in real value to

1,650,000 /. and neverthelefs cofts thofe who

contr1butc to it 1o ooo,oool extr aordmary,

in charges of admmlf’cratlon and perception,

and in profits to the per[om employed agczm/}*
the f’emé '

~ Bur

- Sedt. 7 'The OECONOMICAL TABLE.. 185

BU’I‘ a fill worfe eﬁ"e& of this fatal me-"
| thod would be, as the Table demonﬁ;rates,

that of hindering annually the reproduction

. of more than-6,700,000/. for the fake of an

.impoft, that would fink to 1,650,000/, and

~which it would be an eafy matter to raife

othervmfe, tho’ it amounted to the 5,ooo,oool
promifed by the farms, {o as to fave the na-.
tion ‘upwards of 10,000,000/, in the ex-

.pences of perception, befides the above

6,700,000 /. annually deftroyed by the me-
» thod of farming.

SUCH is the unavmdable mlfchlef of i im--
‘poﬁs upon - goods, not to- fpeak of the

enormous prejudice they do to. commercc.
Thus, then, it appears, that this kind of
xmpof’c does not deferve the name of impoft ;

it is no better than a depredation, which

ruins the fubjet, without doing any fervme
to the foverexgn.

Thars deceitful and deftru&we impoft
would, befides, give a falfe idea of the annual
net produce of the lands, and other riches.
of thc kmgdom. On the one hand, peoplc

would

s S T
A RSN

]

e e

R Y
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would be apt to mak_e this net produce
amount * to about 20,000,000 L never fo'
much as dreaming that both it, and the
whole of the impoft, reduced to their real

" value, would form; in the whole, but dboqt

20,000,000/ Ot the other hand, they would

; | make the impoft amount to 20,000,000/,

which,..in the. whole,- would look like 2

“total net produce of 40,000,000/ but,

in fpite of this confufion, it muft clear-

ly appear, that the land-owner’s -income
of 20,000,000 /. and the total impoft of

20,000,000/ which, in appearance, form
a net produce of 4,o,ooo,oool form, in fa&,

but a net produce of 20,000,000 A and that
the furplufage of 20,000,000/ confifting
entirely of baftard  impofts,.. and * baftard
cha‘igés,' is no better than an excreflence.
of batren.and burthenfome expences. By
adding to this profpe, the loffes caufed by
the detention of money in the coffers of

faving people, and in the ufurpous trade of =
_the financiers, it will appear, that all alto-
gether, every year, radically leflen the net -

produce by about 27,500,000/ fo as to re-

duce the advances of the hufbandman, the

| Be&. 7. The OECONOMICAL TA'J";L:E:.' . i-87

~

| net produce of real e{’cates, the value of =
lands, the-labour of the hands employed in

manufa&mes and the impoft itfelf; not to
mention the progreflive: decay ‘which. {po-

liation draws after it, occafioned -by that

part of the arbitrary impoﬁ laid upon the

farmers, which, added to the want of a
- market, caufes lands to fall into petty cultuve,

or he entnely uncultwated

THIS was ‘once the cafe, and When it

- was, the expences of cultivation produced
‘no more, including the impoft, than 20
or 25 per cent. and that they produced fo -

much, was owing to-the great cultivation,

which fhll exifted in one fourth of the
kingdom. We do not calculate in what

number of years this degradation muft hap-
pen, becaufe the differ ent deftructive caufes,
of whxch we have fpoken may contubute ta
it more or lefs, as they a&t jointly of fcpa~

rately. We fet out at a point of degradation, |

which we are well acquamted with.  Cone_
fult the aruclc CORN, in the E;zcyclopxdzaj'

Whele you will find in what manner a na- . |

tion may lof'c mnually foul ﬁfths of the net
pmduce
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produce of its hufbandry. Thus the general
mafs of riches, which, while agriculture flou-
rithed in the nation, might amount to 4,000
or 4,00 millions, would appear reduced to
go;o_or;'l,ooo millions. S

THE .beginning of this degradation is re-
ferred to the year 16go, or thereabouts. It
would be an eafy matter, by purfuing the fame

Aoi‘der of deélenﬁon, to calculate how long it
may {till hold ; but arithmetical truths of this N

kind ‘a'ré‘to,o decifive, and toe harfh to let us

puth our enquiries fo far. We thall not,
- therefore, follow the rapid progrefs of this
~ declenfion; it may be eafily guefled by the

expofition: we have given of it in the Table,
and as eafily ftopped before it utterly ruins
the ftate, | |

It is very ;ﬁartifying to be thus obliged to
defcend from ideas of infinity, and give up

the flattering fu ppofitions of the inexhauftible
refources of a great kingdom, efpecially at

~ a time, when a greedy or ambitious heart {e-
conded, in this refpedt, the illufions of the
mind ; but itis (il 'more mortifying to be

lindc_;écive_d by realz'fa,éts, and fee onefelf, at
| i / © o the

. Se&. The.OEcoNoMIc'AL‘TABLE;", 189 / 

the'egd-'ofi a 'kf)ng courfe of falfe ceconomy;
and »fecret‘depreda'tions, after half »an-agé of

miftaken parfimony, during which, men of

the greateft fortunes were reproached ‘with

~an expenfivenefs, that men of middling
fortunes might formerly have allowed them-

fezl'ves.; durmg which a {pirit of plunder pre-
vailed every where, becguféf a {pirit of taxing

fpared nothing:; itis much more mortifying,
{ fay, to find one’s felf, all at once, in a flate

0£ | abfolute Z“‘éxhauﬁion,ﬂ ~as if heaven and
earth were 1’hgrdénéd'v into brafs, and all m
qp_nfequence; “of a ﬁnglé miftake, but that’
indeed a fundamental miftake, from Wlnch

all the reft naturally follow. * A great ~k~ing”-"'

Vf’iorm ‘like .dmfez;s, in. the ‘Table, muft fal}
Into agonies, -as foon as its 'Commu:nica'tioh
with the earth is cut off. It is from the
ea1'th,alon¢,"that fuch a kingdom can draw
all its forces, and it Is 'upon the earth alone,

that it can recover them.

" Tue author of the Detail of France, un-
dc:.rzLefwz's XIV. printed in 16'99,’. refers, as’
we have already faid, the beginning of the

‘ d?clenﬁqn of the kingdom to the year 1660. -

He

e
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He examines the proglefs of it to the time
he pubh{hed his work, and 'demontirates,
that the net produce of our lands, which in
1660 amounted to 3 5,000,000/, (equal to
70, ooo,oool of our money at this day) had
funk one half by the year 1699. He takes -
notice, that it is not to the quantity of the
impoft, but to the bad choice of objects it was

‘laidon, and to the diforders Whlch then at-

-~ tended the levying it, that this enormous de-
gradation muft be attributed. We areto judge
of the further progrefs of this diminution by

| the continuation of the fame kind of admlm-' J

firation. The impofition, at length, became fo
exorbitant, that under Lew:s XIV. it amount-
ed to upwalds of 37,500,000 L* which
broughtmtothe king’s coffersbut 12,500,000/

fo that the contributors were annually rob-

~ bed of 25,ooo,oool the reproduction of
10,000,000 /. of which was, befides, " every
| year, irretrievably loft. " Thefe diforders,

likewife, annually preyed upon the ftock of

pational riches to the fame amount 3 and, in-

cluding the annual deftruction occafioned by -

. the

" #® Memoirs for the general luﬁory of the ﬁnances, by

Monﬁcur Deon de Beawmont.

| Belt . The OrcoNomIcAL TABLE. 19k |

the arbitrary.taille laid upon the farmers; the
whole formed an annual depredation of mare - T
- than 15,000,000/, Thus, then, the. depreda- e
tion .amounted. every three years to about

- 50,000,0007. (nearly equal to ' 100,000,0004

~of our. mongy at this ddy.) This ruinous

impofition, *which - bore heavy on: the ex-

pence of the impoft itfelf, reduced it, in

‘point ‘of real value,  to about ‘8 »§00,000 /.
and, after all, T mean nothmg here, but.what,
(in matters of finance, is ¢alled ‘grofs-impioft 3

that is, fuch: 1mpoi’: as hasnot yet fuffered; by
paffing through the hands of the ‘receivers

and ‘treafurers; who may ‘be comipared to

fo’ many ufelefs inns,  where the pubhc o=
ney ' pays dear ly for its reeeption. Accord-
inigly, it has been obferved,: that. both: prince
and people may.be greatly ‘enriched; -even
in fo thort'a time as a month, by a. bet-
ter’ adminiftration, that would aboh{h fo riti-

nousan 1mpoﬁt10n, revive the expoxtatlon of
-corn, wine, wool, linnen, &¢. But the man,
~who thould dare undeitake fuch a: 1efoza_:

mation at a time when all right notions. con-f
cerning the ceconomical’ government of an

cxtenﬁve kmgdom were loft, would have

becn
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been accufed of an attempt o’ overthrow the
pxllats of the whole edxﬁce, 5 T

B

HAVING thus dxfcovered the fource of

the evil, calculated the progrefs of it, and
~ demonttrated the Table, it may now, per-
haps, be time to pomt out the 1emedy.

| If appears, in general that the 1mpoﬁs
fhould be levied diretly on the net produce
of the earth, fince, in whatever manner it is.

levied in a kmgdom which draws its riches
from its terntory, it is always ultimately paid
y the land. T hus, then, the  fimpleft.
and moft regular form of 1mpoﬁtxon, the
moft profitable to the fovereign, and leaft -

burthenfome to the fubje@, is that which is

1mmedlately, and with due proportion, laid
at the fource of the contmually renafcent |

nches.

\

W are told, that a flourithing nation,
though burthened with fubfidies on 4 great:
number of commodmes, and confined toa
territory of no great extent, has, neverthe-

- lefs, found means to conﬁrm her power, and

fecure

0 A

s
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fecure its profpenty, by exemptmg the“_j',
plough from every kind of burthen. = The
farmers pay no impoft: the land-owners

who do are liable; no doubt;'in time of war,
to tranfitory. fubventxons, whxch durmg the

ftormi; may oblige ; them to leflen their ex-
. pengces ;' “but, then, hu{bandry goes .on as

ufual, -and the fale and venal value of . the

immediate- fruxts of the earth - are held up"-
by -the freedom . of : exportation.: Agu-

culture, and the multlphc:atxon of «cattle

~{uffer nothing - by the longeft, and moﬁ:
expenfive “wars. - The  land-owners . ﬁndl
their - Jands, at. the return of peace,- Well
cultivated, and in. good-heart ;- ;and . their
rents as good and as well pa1d as ever. SO

"By this W'e may eaﬁly judoe of ’the di‘ﬁ"er- |
ence between an_exorbitant_impoft, and a
fpoliative 1mpof’c for, . accordmcr to'the form
wof laying it on; an impoft may. bﬂe;.,:fp@,hat.wf«‘ o
. without" *"being 'exer-bitaﬁt,' and., exorbitant
Wlthout being fpoliative. = This appears in
the cafe of England, which, inexhauftible

in confequence of her ever renafcent riches,

E is thereby enabled to mamtam the moft ob--
R ‘ B & ﬁmate -
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ftinaté wars by fea and land without. the
leaﬂ: lofs or drmmutron of her forces.

IT appears, however, by what we can
gather concerning the pubhc revenues of this
nation, that however wife and patriotic ‘Ther
" government may- be, they are very far from:
- proceeding on ‘this ‘occafion upon: true and
“fimple principles. ‘Accordingly, we fee her
* overhead and ears in debt: but then her at-
| tention to aVord fpohatrve or deftruétive taxes,

and never farm her revenues % fecures- her

from fundamental ruin, notw1thﬁand1ng the

great abufe fhe makes of her firength, and

the miftakes infeparable from exorbitant de-
‘ ﬁgns,, and too dlftant enterprxfes. L

DURST 1 now, after pomtmcr ‘out ‘what
is to be avoided, \fay what: is to be done,
it would, with whatever juftnefs combined,
be fufficient matter for a feparate work; being
‘the refult of an mﬁmte number of enqumes,
and companfons. SEPAE ERR

L. I am informed, that by*an ancient 1aw, the bare pro-

pofal of a farm or mon0poly is felony in Efzolarra',' and
Pumﬂxable with death.

o I

t e

- going. pages;
.2 mode of culture made ufe of in certain

exhaufted nations, which fcarcely yields any -
- produce. It likewife appears,

 Sect. .. The OECONOMICAL TABLE. 19 5.

IT is no eafy ‘matter to - ‘adjuft a - tax
upon lands, fince they are to be rated, not.
only according to what the fee of them is

worth, but. likewife accordlng to then rela-
tive- .value. Middling lands, near a good mar=-
ket, are often wor th more than the beft at a

diftance ﬁom one, fince the }venal Value is
every thmg Now," from ‘market to ‘market,

‘we, at laft, reach the 1nterror ma1kets, ‘ma-
ritime  commerce, the’ open feas, &e. It is

thus that all the branches of oéconomrcal
harmony correfpond W1th and depend upon, o

each other. S

THE drfference, Whrch dlfferent modes
of culture occafion in the produce of the
earth, is {ufficiently manifeft from . the fore-
and - hkewxfe, that there is

that it is not
enough to teach, and to recommend a bet- .

~ter kind of culture, conﬁdenng the heavy

charges requxﬁte to eftablith it. No, the hands
of the-hufbandman muft be ftrengthened ; it

 is only the ftrength of them, that can make
‘the earth yield her produce, as it is only this

02 - pro-~
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‘produce, that can fupply the exchequer. The |
exchequer, however," ‘as the lungs of 2 po-’
litical body, »ihould never ftand fiill, but be'

continually drawing in;, and throwing out”

riches. -But how can riches’ be drawn from
produé’cs whrch never exr& P :

FroMm all th1s it foIlows, that the ca-

| daﬁers * reprefented elfewhere, as an almoﬁ:_ .

1nd1fpenfable bafis of regeneratron, \aﬁ’ord

confidering the 1n3ufhce and abfurdity-of the
- arbitrary perfonal tax upon the hufbandman,‘
a very unequal and burthenfome form of
repartition, which makes no allowances for
great calamities equally unforefeen, and un-
avoxdable - We. mutt, therefore, think of
fome more Ju{’r more ﬁmple, more. paternal

plan, : and find out fome method of winding
up the machlne, {o as to make it go of itfelf
and likewife make
the revenues of the prince conftantly.keep-
pace with thofe of the people, in order to bind

with little or no expence; a

~and unite for ever, what ought never to have
been {epar ated. We muft endeavour to cure

pcople of the notron, that to'um themfelves, '

c-and -

L Regxﬂers, contammg an account of the nature and value

of the lzmds of every diftrict.

L SR o e T
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thrive, and to conquer.
But it is not yet. time.

- We are now. ...

addrefﬁng nations frivolous enough to make

‘a god of that idle fcarecrow, called Ridicule,
~ which, however, does infinite mifchief, fince,
as long as all the world is in the wrong, all -

the aworld is in the right. Tho' I am thus

{uddenly Pcopt thort by the fear of being ri-

~ diculed for bemg nghteous over-much, I
" have often defied other kinds of ridicule.
- But this kind would 1ender me hereafter

ufelefs to 0 my country

. CONa\
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: and wafte thelr patumony, is the way to

One word more,
and we might expet to fee our works placed
~among thofe called tbe reveries of a gaod :
 fubject. We muft ufe great gentlenefs in

S NE e
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CONCLUSION

¥ : Y 1ecolle6’cmg fucceﬁwely all the truths

of the Table, and xeferrmg them in this
place to the amcle upon the 1mpo{’c it wﬂl
eaﬁly be feen, .

Ift Ty HAT evely penny “attending the
- per ceptlon of 1mpof’cs, is fo much- transferred
to the barren clafs 3 an enormous dxforder

thlS m the table'

od WHAT expences of the {’cate are ruin=
ous in their own nature ; what likewife are
a means of accelerating circulation ; 'and
what in fine, are advantageous, by ﬂowmg
'almoﬁ entuely into -the p1 odu&we clafs..

3d,’ In what manner the bare mxfapph«

cation. of ufeful expences may render them

ruinous. For example, regular troops, main-

tained with the produce of the nation,

ftr engthen the produ&we clafs ; Whexeas, fent
abroad, they become ruinous to her, though

foreigners were to maintain, them, merely in. "~

confe«

eftablifhed in the different” apphcatxons |

B
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confequence of her loﬁng the beneﬁt of thexr, |

!

confumpnon.

4th, ‘-TﬁAT thofe, who are élways breach-—

ing up to theu fovereign a dry and barren

ceconomy, are unacquamted ‘with- the firft
pr1nc1p1es of true political ceconomy. The
government of a nation, blefled with a fruxt—

- ful and extenﬁve,terntory, thould confume .

a great deal, to make the country produce a

‘great deal; but then the ceuntry muft not .
be plundered becaufe there can be no thlef R
i Wlthout a receiver, and there thould be no
receivers to lock up any thing in a flourith-
ing flate. 'The ftate, I fay, muft confume

a gr'eat deal.  But to confume a great deal,
it muft have -a great deal to confume; and

“to have a great deal to confume, the fubje&si
muft be rich; the lands muft be in full

production ; the advances of agriculture and

manufactures, the hufbandman and the ma~

nufaGurer themfelves, all kinds of commodi-

ties, the markets, &c. muft be e’ntirely"exempt ny
from all burthens. The whole of the impoft |
_muft fall upon the net produce of the earth;
pafs directly without any round-abouts from

OA.' - the
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the purfes of the fubject into the coffers. of
the fovereign; and, in the ddbuxfement of it

from. the coffers of the fovelewn, into the
purfes of the fubjeéts. But this is the grand
flumbling-block in the way of all attempts
to bring about a reformation = ’tis here the
beft mmxﬁers meet with obftacles fupeuor to
all then' courage and virtue. .

SUCH, however, was the plo_)e& of Sul[ n

| _.whxch Heﬂry 1V. tired with feeing his pot ‘ .

~empty, and all his doublets worn out at the
“elbows, laid before his council -of finances.

But they unammouﬂy anfvered, that it was
~ the project of a mad-—man, who thought that
. the revenues of a great ftate were to be go-
verned like thofe of ‘a private, family; t
which this prince, no. lefs judicious than
frank and open;: immediately replied, that
 they, who were fuch wife men, having ruined
- bimy be bhad a mind to ﬁe if ﬂmd-ﬁze?z coulfi
" not make /,wz %/Jole again.
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T is, in a manner, impoffible to give any

abftra of a work, that is in itfelf but
an abftract of demonf’crahons and principles,

which handled, as fully as they ought to be,

would alone be fufficient to" fill ,,volumcs,,

All T can do, then, is to give a kind of index,
that may juft point out the principal ob_]e& -

f evely feéhon of thlS dcvelopment.

T'ue author, before 'he exhibits'hié' tabld,’

_acquamts us with the obje& of it, ventures
to invite the learned to apply thcmfelves, as
“to the peifmmance of a duty incumbent on

fuch fubjects, to the ftudy of the (Econormcal

fcience. . He then warns us of the dlfﬁculues '

which attend his clements, and gwes a pre~
paratory fketch of the ﬁmple manner of en-~

tering this career by the road Whlch his
 table CXhlbltS.» |

NEXT comes the ex’planation‘ih two parts.

| ‘The firft, fub-divided into feven feé‘aons, ,
‘ vacquamts us Wxth the natme of the tablc. :

Thc




202 RECAPITULATION.
The fecond, in an equal number of fections,

prefents us W1th the. development and con-
| fequences of it. , |

FIRST PART

SECTION I

| Tbe OECONOMICAL TABLE cmy' dered mn zts
| Cw_z/irué'z’wn. |

T

~4 IS table is no more than a ma'p :
of circulation, and takes in nothing

but the land-owner’s fhare of the net pro-

duce of the land, exclufive of tithes and -

“impoft, arifing from a vigorous cultivation,

that yiclds one hundred per cent. net on the

annual advances required by it, befides ten

er cent on thefe and the pr1m1t1ve advances. :

T his fhare of the land-owner is equally di-
vided, and goes one half to the productive,

and th. other half to the manufaé’tm ing clafs. «

THIS feGtion gives the firft explananon of
 this new kind of dialect, and afcertains the

natural and neceﬁ‘ary produce of an_ acre of
Corn-land in a vigorous ftate of culture, free

and exempt from all manner of taxes, and

' rende1 ed
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rcndered valuable by an advantageous foreign
commerce, fecuring their juft venal value to

he unmedxate fruits of the earth

SEC‘TION  § SR

?Tbe OECONOMICAL TABLE cozﬁdered in zts

Progrgﬁ.

HE table is the fame here as in the "
preceedmg fection.

HERE we fee cn'cdlatxon going forward

we fee the diftribution of money, which,

~ though in itfelf no more than a conven=-

tional riches, is the 1nd1fpenfable attendant
of real riches; we fee where every portxon‘
of real riches thould tend, and where it fhould
ftop; where be confumed, and where re-
produced ; and what are the advantageous
effels of the mutual ebbing and flowing of
the produéhve and barren claffes one into
the other, ‘which in reality doubles riches,
and in appearance trebles the effeéts of them,

by means of an extenﬁve, rapxd and equal

cxreulatxon.

SECTION,
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~of; and applied to fuch employments as are
not of abfolute neceﬁity 5 hkewﬂ'e, what por-' .

SECTION III

"Tbe OECONOMICAL “TABLE co;y'derea' re-

latively to Populoufnefs.

O alteration as yet in the table. - The

Author eftablithes, in the fimple lan-
guage of calculation, the true pnnmples of

population, a populatxon fecured to the ftate

- by the ftrongeft of: all ties; the ties of
{fubfiftence. He here pretty nearly pomts out,
what muft be the relative number of adalts

t6 the other inhabitants in an agricole. {tate;;
what portion. of thefe adults may be dlfpofed

tion is indifpenfably tied down, to the different
purpofes of production and manufa@cure.

Hence flows the grand and genume prmcxple :
- of population, namely, that -a_ftate, which
“would encreafe the number of its- fubJeéts,

can do it only in proportion as it 1ncreafes

the quantity of ‘its riches. - ThlS demon- ,
_ftration, afforded by a bare fulvey of the

Table, Wthh proves that nches can fprmg
from nothing but pxoduéhon, ‘brings back

population to its radical prmmple, agrzculz‘ure. .

SFCTION

Bl it e et e s R ih s

- rent alone in the preccedmg Tables.,,g;

RECAPITUL ATION. o5

| f'-SE,c TIoN_-f IV .

o

4 »‘Tbe OECONOMICAL TABLE carz/’a’ered rela-

z‘z‘ve{y b7 z‘be Amazzm‘ of z‘be Imp(ﬁ amf
thbes |

.f, e e f P ‘7 o L ey
i

fERE the Table attains its: full growth
by the addition of one:half, and of ‘one

quarter of What the landoowners fhare of |

the net produce of the- land amouints to}::the

ﬁrﬁ appropriéted to pay the king his tribute;
and the.fecond to pay the:church her ithes;
“This'is the only altefation.in the Table,for

the whole'amaurit of thefe’three. portions of

the. income ‘combined . to’gether‘ is heré fups

pofed to circulate in-the» fame order with- the

I seT out by fherng, that thefe con--

~tr1but10ns, {o proﬁtable both to the foverelgn
_and the fub_]eé’t are; yet no way. CXOl‘bk-

tant, and- that the’ propuetary, and " every
other clafs, would be extremely happy,

‘fh.at thmgs‘.were ef’cabh(hed_upon “this foot-
mg'gv‘. I T A S O S

SECTION -

£, e B e 3
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SecTion V.
The OzrconoMicAL TABLE confidered rela-
trve{y fo the thzonal Cafbo.

HIS isa repetltlon of the preceedmg
Table. This fection is intended to
dire& our ideas concerning money, in whxch

2all the riches of a ftate is, by.vulgar. opinion, -

" made to confift ; and demontfirates, that; as
it is impoffible to eftablith any fixed notion
on this head, it is equally ufelefs to mvcﬂ:l—
gate the quantity of money in 2 nation,
 fince it muft ever be in proportxon to the

annual net produce of her lands; and that
~all the money befides, hoarded up by avarice,
is rather an incumbrance than an advantage -
to the ftate. The cxrculatmg cath of 2 na-
tion can only be in proportion to the amount
of her other nches. |

SECTION VI

'SI' be OECONOMICAL TABLE. cory&'derzd in the
- Eftimation of the Produce, and of the capi-
ozl Stock of every . Kind of Riches.

HE Table is fhll the fame. The e{h-n
: mate contained in this feéhon is no~
~ thing lefs than ideal, fince the max_n affertions

'_Of

C
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of it are built upon inconteftable principles
alrcady eﬁabh{hed - Nor are the moveable

riches rated too high in proportion to the net

produce of the lands, comparatlvely at leaft

with what we every day experience this way.
Befides it is always of fervice tobe able to

inake an cﬁumate of one’s condition. T his
valuation was moreover- neceﬁary to pomt
out the real rank and dlgmty of money, an

obJe& fo enormouﬂy magmﬁcd in the ima~

ginations of moft people.

Sk cJT ‘Io_N_ VIL

 The OECONOMICAL TABLE confic a’e'réd m z%a
- Conditions neceffary to. the free Play. cmd

Projjﬁerzzy qf the polzz‘zczzl Macbme.;

HE preceedmg T able is herc agam re-
. peated.  This is a kind of recapitu-

latlon of the conditions neceflary to- a -free,
full, and perfe& circulation, fuch as is

caufed by a vigorous and plentiful. produc:e

txon, and 2 caution asramﬂ all the falfe mea- -

fures that may obf’cru& it. -I cannot too

~ earneftly recommend a careful perufal of
_-"thxs kmd of repertory, Wthh takes in a

great

S
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Agreat many ob_]e&s, and -omits few of thofe
‘which belong to thxs fo extenﬁve and prac-,
t1ca1 a fc:1ence. o T

3 \

SECOND PART

FTER Iettmg the reader mto the na-

2\ ture of the Table, in the preceedmg :
part we prefent him with the development

~of it in the fecond part, by exh1b1tmg the
confequences of any d1forde1 that may meep’
‘mto 1t

- SE CT- ION I.‘i

The OECONOMICAL "TABLE cafy’ idered in'its.
przfuate Depredatzom, Excefs of Luxury, Ge.

) HE Table is here prefented in “its firft

_ diforder, p1 oceeding fromi a diftribution”
of one fixth more: of the annual net:produce
to the barren than to the' produ&we clafs.
The fallure occafioned thereby very natarally

- appears at the bottom of the Table, by fol-
lowmg the 1u1es lald down for that purpofe.

v thlS feé’uon, after takmg a Curforv view
- of fome of the principal caufes of:the ballance

\," '
v !

RECAPITULATION.

- of the table in'clihing"to the barren elaﬁ.* ',' Wé o
afcertam in what confifts the profperity of

_a landéd nation 5’ we anfwer fome fpecious

arguments in favour of petty cultivation’; and

~return to the fuppert of our conclufive de~
qmﬁte to’ fecure every kmd of 1u1a1 proﬁt.

SECTION H

f"w’l)’ %o a State Q}”Spolzczz‘zon - :

~HE Table here appears in' the ﬁ:ate of =
ﬁfty livres d.lmmutlon on one thoufand

and fifty, confidered as the capital of the an-
}Anual advances of the produéhve clafs.

THE detall of the depledatxons fets out =

with the firft, ob)eé’ts that occur, the éffe@s of

which are not abfolutely capital and peremp-
‘tory. Here is thewn, how the manners and
'cuf’coms of a nation affet it in its phyﬁcal‘
capacity. After-which, as we go on, we treat -

of thofe devaftations- which go to the quxc:k -

and which in a few years wear away to no-
- thing all the r1ches of a ftat,.

tion of the advances neceﬁ'aly to cultivate the'

P ealth
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monftrations, . that great advances are re~

‘17.’6’ OECONOMICAL TABLE co;g/'dered rela» -

,. This is what. =
~we call [/}olzczz‘z(m that is to fay; the deftrac-
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o,

‘310 RECAPITULATION.

- more -than twenty Pel cent. of the annual‘

- its natural ftate of profpenty

ea1th to advantage. We here fuppofe, that’

 the fpohatlon takes annually fifty livres from.

the farmer’s ‘annual’ advanccs ‘of one.thou-
fand and ﬁfty livres; we {hew, what the
deficiency is the firft year; the rapidity of its
progrefs ; and how quickly it muft end in
“an abfolute and entire devaftation ; for fuch
s the unavoidable confequence of it. This
fpeculanon, at length, thews us, how agricul-

. ture declines to fuch a pitch, as toyield no.
~longer above twenty per cent net on the .

~ advances of cultwatmn, inftead of . one hun- |
dred - per cent. which ‘it yielded, at ﬁrﬁ, in

/

SECTION III

Tbe OECONOMICAL TABLE, n fwbzcb z‘/ye'

Decay of Hﬂbﬂndry, and the fad Eﬁﬂs z‘bere-»-
af relczz‘z‘ve/y o Populcfz‘zon, are cofd den’d

E here exhibit the table in ‘that {’cate |
-~ of net produce Whmh we have been

3u{‘c fpeakmg of, that is to fay, yleldmg ne

advance

| ‘WE demoni”crate, in the ex?lananon, the
confequences of ﬁlCh a decav, and bring back

. 1n - what conﬁﬁs

RECAPITULATION 2II~

the fate’ of' populatxon to 1ts true punmples,

- namely, its ‘proportion . w1th the. earnings;
plOﬁtS, and falaries of the feveral branches
of the ftate. We likewife curforily examine,
ﬁrono- and . numerous
defence; armies bemg nothmg clfe than a
- difpofeable or fupernumeraly portion. of the
’rmhabltants, Whofe ftrength. and maintenance
are’ fubJe& to the fame -rules with the
ﬁrength and maintenance of the other pors -
" tions. We here alfo pomt out the ufeful
’way of employing the fiipernumerary hands
in public works, theexpence of which- proves -
~ advantageous to ‘the nation, in regard to her
- commerce, her commodmes, &c. and ought :

to fall to the fhare of the feveral .provinces,

in proportlon to their- contubutlons, and be.

direGted by them fever ally, as parties princi- -
pally- concerned, though in conformity with-
- the general views and decxﬁons of the gom

\vex nment. - ~

SECTION IV.

"‘I'/Je OECONOMICAL TABLE conﬁa’erm’ in zz‘s

Dzﬁrders relaz‘z‘vely fo: ]szzqy

“HE fo1egomg Table {’cxil kes bew‘

forc us,

| Wﬁv

o e et g e e
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‘WE here put the reader in mind, that
money is but an- intermediate ple({ge be-
tween buyers and fellers ; and that the
money in 2 landed nation can {carcely ex-
" ceed the annual net produce of her lands 5
that money canno»t indemnify for any de/-.

ficiency in the fucceflive renewals of riches; |
~ that the fcraping together of money. thould

not be the obje& of a nation’s paffion; that

_money can never be {carce in a well culti- |

vated klngdom that When a- nation ceafes
to have any produce, it is 1mpoﬁible fhc;
- (hould retaln her money |

' SE'CTION' V

T be OECONOMICAL "TABLE con/ dered in its
zjérders relatwe{y to z‘be Polzce.

r I ‘H E fame Table
A w0
Wk here conﬁdex the moral’ caufcs of the
~decay of the Table; we partxculaﬂy dwell
upon the mifchiefs proceeding from prohibi-

tions too commonly conﬁdequ as th.c effe&s
j of a found Pohcc. ~

ﬁill i ligs before

A

SecTioN

7
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SDCTION VI

The OECONOMICAL TABLF cmya’ered in zts .

Depredzztzwzs relaz‘wely to (’ommerce. B

THE 'I able Pull contmues on the footmg ,
- of twenty per cent. net produce hpon ;

the annue 1 advances.

DE‘FINITION' of comm’erCé s ‘its effects’;

its advantages when free from errors. Skctch.
~ of the illufions in commercial matters of a
great prince, and a great mmlﬁer. T he Works .
no fource of" 11Ches.~

of the manufadturer
The pxoﬁts of ma{’cer manufa&urers, and

merchants, often no bettcr than buithens

with IClpC& to the natxon. That 1mportat10n

of Wrought commoditles, which favours thc '

exportation of unwmught commodxtxes, very
'advantageous to a 1anded nanon.‘,

VIL.

T/ae OECONOMICAL TABLE con[derm’ in zz‘s
Depredatzo;zs relaz‘wely 10 tbe Im])o/?

SECTION

‘ERE the Table aﬁumes a new afpe& :

bemor conﬁlu&ed on the footmg of

a 1eal net produce of four hundred livres, and
a buxthenfomc impofition to the amount of

four hundred livres moxf:, too often taken for

‘.25‘]31 .

net




S

faid net produce.
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- pet produce, both formmg a ‘total of ught
hundred livres, of which two hundxed livres,

half of the real net produce, pafs over to the B

| produéhve clafs, and fix hundred 11vres, viz.

the remaining two hundred of the real net

g -produce, and the other four hund1ed con-
- fifting of baftard impofts, and burthenfome -
- impofitions, pafs over to the clafs of barren,

CXPCIICCS
E

T HIS dxforder arlfes ﬁom the quahty and-
. fpemes of the 1mpoﬁtxon
in the laft fection.

net produce of the land taken from it with-

out any manner of expence or depredat1on )
| -_'.Tr1bute can’ come from nothing but the
Devaﬁatlon of a ftate, in

which the impoft thould be arbitrarily laid
upon the huﬂ)andman, the ‘manufa&urer,

, pxo\nﬁons, or merchandize. How the impoft
~ preys upon itfelf, and lofes, by encreaﬁng
the price of every thing it is iflued to pur-
chafe, ouble of ‘what it gains by the encreafe
. of its ;‘CCClp‘tSy
o fay, the charges of colleGting the impoft,
‘double the above difadvantage, fo as entirely
~ toabforb itfelf, How, in confequence of thefe

~How the’ mlpoﬁtxons that is

T his is made out
, A 1eafonable 1mpoﬁ:;
ought to be conﬁdered as a portion of the

two

-made to bear the decline of it.

~ work, he gave a plan of paftoral adminiftras

" tion; in the fecond, he treated of the pr1nc1ples ,

* of organization, and the manner of realizing
. its details as to the municipal part;

s

LI
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two errors, the revenues of the ﬁate, and thofe

of the land-owners, come to have but an:.

‘empty amount, and a ﬁ&mous value, the two-

'~ parts of which, in fact, run into each other, |
" and form, in reality, but one poor heap of
'~ ruins, comparatively with what might be ex-

peé‘ced in an extenﬁve and fc1txle kmgdom

HERE the fnend of mankmd ﬁm{hes hlS

 career; here he takes his leave of the fervice
" in Wthh he had. dedicated himfelf to his

prince, to. ‘his fellow-fubje@cs, to mankind.

meridian of life, and the public fhould not be
"In his ﬁlﬁz

in the
third, in fine, he points out the quahtles of

and ‘paffion had furrounded and ftifled them.

This triple development forms a {ketch: of
the whole of political ceconomy. Such was, -
fuch ought to have been, the ufe of his voice 5

~atleaft fuch heintended it thould have been.
He will deem himfelf happy, if his cotempo-

raries oi pofterity reap. any advantage from’

riches, and the means of procuring them;
“he frees the firfk notions from the. prejudices,
~ reduced into principles, with which ignorance

*His hairs begin to look grey ; he has feen the |

his labours! Nay, he is happy in. havmg SIS

und@rtaken them with that view. Inhis pro~

grefs
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e appea1ance.
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‘he dxdf it would be ‘s 'a brothel to theu:'f |
perfons, though an-enemy to their principles.
- Were he tomeet them, ‘the rencounter could. -
©not be as warm, as was his firft converfatlon :
~with hlrn who affirmed, that he had not hit.
~upon one ttue principle of population. . He -
- withdrew, "as people ‘generally do from all -
i dxfputes, as much as ever of his own oplmon 15
. ‘but- he  recovered of himfelf ; “he liftened
= ?agam he ftudied ; and he has ﬁnce had rea--
-~ fon to thank hlmfelf for doing fo.- He did "= |
homage to truth, and ﬁom truth- he has re-
~ ceived ample returns for his homage.  But .
~ had he found in the man, that oppofed him, -
“a tool of the ﬁnance, ac ompﬂex of oppxeﬁive

or donances, he would never have qmtted the

§ field, tlll he had blafted his opinions. ‘This:
- he is not afraid to fay he has often’done;”
" ‘and will be ever 1eady to do qgam on the

firft alarm

ALL to tlns he hns ﬁmfhcd hxs cawer,

. hxs glaf§ is run. - - Let the man, whom he has
~ perfonally offended, ftand up . and - accufe.

him ; but if that man is not to be found he

. hopes that all in crenmal will condefcend to
- receive his laft adlého in the fame manner.

they beftowed - then Welcomes on. hIS ﬁrﬁ:

F 1 N I s




