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~ UNI_VE RSITY E D_U}C ATION,.

- ¢ That: fuch of us as had got a complete

| 'f1rnagme, that our Capacxtxes are {lower, and our
Underﬂandmgs duller, than thofe of other Men
| «;ommonly are.

S]R

A nerally little more Knowledge or Taﬁe thaxi,
& thofe WhO never had that Advantage

in your Opinion : Manv have exprefled the fame
Surprife, with lefs good Humour than youdids

DEFECTS

OF’ AN

CAST Txme we were in Compaﬁy Wxth;
~ you, you was pleafed to exprefs much
Surprife,. ¢ That fo few Inhab1ta,nts of
: < this Clty fend their Sons to the Uni-
e verﬁty‘ » And a Fr1end of yours . added,

<« Courfe of Umverﬁty-Educatlon, had gene-

We are fenfible that neither of you is ﬁngﬁlar

they have attempted to ridicule us, and feem to _‘ "‘,}4:?

B W




',:,deal of Truth in both the Remarks. -
- portion to its Populoufnefs, thxs City fends few

- an Apology for ourfelves, in both thefe Patti-
~ culars.

(2)
We readily acknowledge, that there is a good
In pro-

Scholars to the Univerfity ; and many who
have been there are hardly to be diftinguifthed

from their Fellow-Citizens, who were never at

a Collecre

And yet we hope it 'is not dlf'ﬁcult to make . -

We will ;tell you What we apprehend

~ are the Reafons that moft of us who have had
. an- Univerfity-Education are {o little 1mproVecl \

be it 3

~ when this is done, we imagine your
Wonder will ceafe, that {fo few among us chufe
to fend their Sons to a Place where themfelves
1eaped fo llttle Beneut, and we becr Leave to

famonor our Fellow- Cltxzens, Wthh, 1f 1t is 0vone
“into, and properly executed “will’ put’ an end to
"your Surpmfe, and will, we hope, in a fhort
“time, remove the 1ll—0rounded chroach, « That
“¢¢ our Citizens are dull ” as it will be an efl’e&ual .

- ‘and lafcxnor Method to 1mprove our Youtﬁ

quvlvcl People will prefume or allow, that it
is very unlil\ely the’ Blame of our Want of

Knowledoe {houlcl lie all on one olde we thmk,

“that from our oeneral Conou&: and T 1anfaé’c1ons
5w1th the’ ‘\Vm ld “we. have given lictle “or ‘no
“Ground to have it fufpe&ed that the Size of our
"‘jUndel ﬁandmcr is 1nfer101 to that of other Mcn
‘If we have’ lutle Tafte, or Lear: nmcr, the F aul

may

 Life eafy to be got;

~ attained :

(39

‘may be in fome degree in our Teachers; the"
Things taught may be too abftrufe to be under-

ftood, or fuch as muft foon beforgot; being un-
fuitable ‘to us, and having no Relation to the
Circumftances: and Manner of L1fe we are’ after—
wards to be in. L o

- That a great Part of the Couxfe of Plnlofophy :
taught at our Univerfity is of  this Nature, is but .
too obvious : It is evident, that the Univerfities-
of Scotland in general, and particularly -this of*
Glafgow, have been founded and defigned purely.
or chleﬂy for the fake of that Theology which
was in vogue two or three hundred years ago,:
fome of  the Clafles bear evident Marks of this:
original Defign, being either totally or in part

: calculated for the leputes and Wranghngs of

Divines, and of little Ufe to the Lawyer or Phy-.:
fician, and il lefs to the Merchant or Gena

' tleman

- Of this fort we reckon Lomc and Metaphy-— r
fics, which confumed one. Whole Seffion at the"
Umve"ﬁty, and Part of - another. -~ Thefe Arts -
or Sciences (for - it is not yet agreed which of:
them they are) -are to the greateft Part of  Stu-::
dents.. quite. un1ntellxg1ble ; and if they. could be-.
undexl’cood ‘e cannot: for our Llf'e dlfCOVCl
thelr Ulfe: L ST ey

-Nature has made: all the clnef Pleafures of
fhe has alfo made all that::
Axxnowledge, which is generally ufeful; eafy. to be!
+ Did - Men: obferve ‘this}’ they would
foon d1fcover what is the. Knowledge they ought’f

‘ Ba2 - e




~ veying it to others :

(4 - )

to acquire  and teach : But it has unluckily hap«-
pened that many, who ought to have been wifer,

have ever neglefted that Knowledge which is

obvious and ufeful -and have puzzled their Brains -
to get what is difficult,” metaphyfical, and ufe-"
lefs : From the Difficulty they have found in.

‘acquiring it, they have concluded it muft be im-

portant, ‘and have taken much Pleafure in con- -
" But, if thefe learned Gen-
tlemen would but attend a little,  they would -
foon: fee’ the. Unproﬁtablcnefs of what they are
‘What ordi--
nary Company, what Company of -Gentlemen
~is:it, where metaphyfical Difputes or- the Logic -
of the Schools are ever fo much as mentloned P
© 'Will 2 Gentleman, by the deepeft Skill in them,
male the better Figure in the Houfe of Com- .
nions, or appear thh the more Dignity at . the
Bar? Will his Eloquence in the Pulpit he - the
- more perfuaﬁve, or will he be the better ikllled
- in the Animal Oeconomy P, W111 Metaphyfics.
infpire him " with Devotion, give him -a higher-
Relith ‘of Virtue, or- enablé him to . & Wlth-
- greater’ Propriety in- foe ? Or will the Know-
iedoe of them be of any advantage to: the Fars -
mer; the. Archite&,: or the: Merchant ?* ‘We ap-=.
prehend that none of thefe Qle{’aons can. be an-

accuftomed fo much to. magnify.

fwered ini the Afirmative. ' Ahd-muft Acquire-

ments 'th’tt'are fd 'confeﬁ'edly of no 'ufe in Life, .

' Eompany, Waﬁc a Year or. two - of a: young:
M@n S '1111‘16 P Is Life fo long ? Is Timeof fa

2 . - httle

(5)

little Value, t that - there are not enow of ufeful
Studies to fill it up with ?. “Muft Recourfe be had:
to Things, which any well-bred Man would be:

athamed to have it fufpected, that he had ever |
~ employed his Thoughts about?.. -

We are very forry to fay, that if the Time fome

of us attended the Univerfity, and fpent fo ab-'
* furdly “in hearing crabbed Queftions and - meta-
phyﬁcal Jargon, had been employed in teachmgi
us ancient and modern Hlf‘cory, and cfpemally-’
that of our own Countly, we thould have been:
" much more obliged to the learned Profeffors ;-
we fhould: have been much better accomplithed,-
and have appeared to be fo in the Judgment of |

thofe with whom we converfe.

“But Logic and Metaphyﬁcs,though they appearA
tous to be the moft abfurd, and confumed' the.
greateft Part of our Time to no Purpofe; yet
they were not the only Thlngs that - wafted it
at the Univerfity : The Difquifitions we heard.

about- the Origin of moral" Virtue, are. little. -

better remembered by us, and feem to be of '

little more Ufe.

We are not wnorant, that the Le@cures on.

moral . Philofophy have for many Years paft

been delivered in: this Univerfity by very able.
Mafters, and in a very ingenious Manner ; and

we are informed, that this was never more the:

Cafe than it ‘is at prefent .But we apprehend

thefe ingenious Gentlemen have rather . indulged.
their Bias to fome fingular Opinions of thejr.
an, than communicated much Knowledge to:

cven -




(5)

even the moft intelligent of their Scholars. - VV'&' ﬁ'

fuppofe ‘alfo, that as their Difputes are fo ab-

ftrife, and their Theories: about the Foundation-

of Morality fo dxﬁ"erent nelther can be of much :
Neceﬁity or Ufe.” T

.-One. contends, that Morahty is found d m'-‘.

the Will of God ; another, in - Conformlty aﬁé—
,Truth s ' a thirdy in the Fitnefs and ‘Unfitnefs, or;
- in the eternal and unalterable Relatxons or Dif-

o ferences of: Thmgs s a fourth, ina moral Senfe

or Difcemmcnt {uppofed to be natural to the.
human Mind ;. another eftablifhés his Syftem on-

Sympithy. -But; whatever. Scheme the Profefior: |

of s Morality contrives: or. embraces, he-ufes a-
long Train of thin metaphyfical Reafoning to-
eﬂ:abhfh it, andfpénds a great Part of the Yeax

in laying down Arguments for, and anfwering

Objeétions agamf’c
- wery pleafing,
felf; as they are familiar to }um, and_he beheves;

‘his, Syftem.” - Arguments;

~ they will. pleafe and-improve . his. Pupils 5 bug:
they are too fubtile to be underftood by them,:
and leave little or nolmpreﬁ’ion upon any of their.

Minds. . Here, we imagine, there 18 much Time
loft, and Pains mifplaced. Mlght not thefe nice-
leqmﬁtlons about: the Foundation of Mor ality -
be leftout, or ﬂxghtly {kimmed over, and the
Stadents ‘be- juft as. knowing, ‘and as wife ?,
How few of them ate- able to apprehend fuch.
Arguments, or: to. ~purfue - fuch: Reafomnb ?
Might not the Time be:better fpent. in - -teaching
‘them Morahcy in, explammg the Nature of  the.
S ’ partlculax

“and perhaps mtelhmbk to him=~

. many fubtile Difputes about its Origin. ,
Parts, we Ihould not grudge, ‘thouch the learned

(7))

~particular Virtues ? Would not this ‘be more
“adapted to the Capacity of the Scholars, and in-
- comparably more ufeful to them through the
~Whole of Life? And might not the Profeflors
- eafily purfue this fimple and ufeful Méthod of
~ T'eaching ? Ought they not to defcend to - it,

inftead of torturing their Invention to eftablith

* what it is little matter whether it be eftablithed

or not. ‘There are Objelts, the Nature of which

~may. be eafily underftood, when their Origin is -
.1n vain fearched - after.

- We:.thould like better
that Geographer, who . défcribes exaétly = the

- Courfe and Soundings of St. Laurence or Senegal
" Rivers, . than another who tedxoufly and minute-
-1y difputes about the precife Spot where each of
" thefe Rivers takes. its Rife.
: ‘expeé‘t that a Merchant would thrive, who, when -
- he came to a River’s Mouth, delayed to load his

. Ship with the Commodities which had been
- brought down the River, or were produced up-
~on its Banks, till he had ﬁrfc traced the River up-

- wards, and made himfelf fure of the Place where -

- it began.-
rality, the Nature of the particular Vlrtues may

- be defcribed ; |

' ftanding them, though perhaps not able to enter
into ab{’trufe Inveﬁlgatlons about the Origin -of
. moral Virtue,.
. ful to Men in every Station of Life ;

-~And we fhould not

Whatever be the Foundation of Mo-

the Youth are- capable of under~ -

To know what Virtue is, is ufe-. .
‘but who'is
the better for having heard or undcrﬂood a great

Profeﬁ”or

Forour -




s Apphcatmn of fo manv Years 9"
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Profeffor kept thefe entirely .to himfelf, or he
.miight.for. his particular Comfort and Satisfattion
«cgmmumcate his knotty Ideas to that one of
-his ~Scholars, “who . has - moft Connexion with
“ledding Men, and has: the beft Chance. to be re-
commended to fucceed him 3 and who will elthér
-efpouife or think himfelf obhged to.'be at an im

.meénfe Labour to. dc{’croy the moral Tbeory of
"hIS Predeceffor. .. :

 Thefe différent. Théones may be amuﬁng to

"contemplatlve Minds ; and, for aught we know,
_there may. be:fome Truth in each of- theém; and

" .at bottom:they may be lefs inconfiftent with one

another than they:appear to ‘be; but .whether

" they be ‘or- ‘bé not. mconﬁﬁent, _whether any

:of them or none of them is true, we will. be bold

0. fay, that -no one of them, - after fo much-

?Tlme and - Pains.’ fpent upon- it; - ever enas

:bled that Scholar who underﬁood it belt to re-

~ftrain‘a ﬁncle Paffioti, or to perform one virtuous

- Ation. And we fhall furely be thought to have .

kept Wlthm ‘Bounds; while we prondunce no more

“conecining the- above—mentloned dry Parts -of

‘;-ch1ence, than one who i is €ﬂeemed a cood Judge

Tias ‘done, with refpeét to ‘a long’ and compleat
¢ Tt would

“Courfe of ‘Univerfity- Educatlon *
< ‘be hard to fay what ohe Duty of Society, - OF
-¢¢: what ‘one Oﬁce as ‘a szen, a Student s
Ve quahﬁed to-difcharge or fuftain; after his c]ofc’

Soma

Shendan, on Entxfh Educatncmr R

(9)

‘Some. of us were the Scholars of an illuftrious
Teacher of Moral ity, himflf a perfect and ready
Ma,fcer of Greek and Latin.” He introduced, or
rcvxved a Inorh Tafte for Claffical Learmhor in

this Place 5 and, while he lived, he kept it ahve.
If evera Profeﬁ’or had the Att of communicating
K nowledcre, and of 1a1ﬁno an E{‘ceem and Deﬁre

of it in the Minds of hlS Scholars 5 if ‘ever one
had the maorxcal Power to infpire the nobleft Sen-.
timents, and to warm the Hearts of Youth thh
the Admiration and Love of Virtue ; if eéver one
had the Art to create an Effeem of leexty, and .
an Abhorrencc and Contempt of T yranny and
Tyrant,s, He Was the Man What pity Was it,
that for three or four Months a. Year fuch fupe-

-~ rior Talents fhould have been thrown away on
;metaphyﬁcal “and fruitlefs leputa.ugnsl “When

thefe were got over, how delightful and edlfymcr
was it to hear him ! ! If we did not n;a&e fome
Improvement durmg the few remammor Months
of the Seffion,. the F ault, we anknowlcdcre,
was in ourfclves 5 and perhaps our Doc:hty was
leﬁ'ened and our Minds ftupified, as we had the
Year before been accuftomed fo hear I e&ur"s,
which- nex.thel deferved nor catched ourAtcentlon. )

"For the moral leputes, as that Gentleman ma-
naged them (tho , as we have hinted, for nethmg

really ufeful ouorht to have been tau;rht inftead -

-of them) were not reckoned fo mﬁpxd as the Lo-

gtcal and Metaphyﬁcal “We can yet 1en*cmber,
that had. the Regulations, of the College permit-
ted that Studems mxcht have gone d‘rcé‘uy from

C : ithe
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dren to him. In that cafe, they would have had

an. Advantage that was - much defired ; . their -

Children would . ‘have both heard the Le&ures
at one hour, and have been examined upon ‘them
at another ; Wheleas, by the Rules, except they

had been firft at the Logrc Clafs, they could but

ear the Leétures

But beﬁdes the Intricacy of the Thmgs tauorht, -
- there was another Caufe why moft of us 1mb1bed

but little Knowledge at’ the Univerfity : Qur
l‘rofeﬂ‘ors loved Rank, and kept them{'elves -ar

~a greater Diftance from thexr Scholars, “than
common ‘School- ma{‘ters do.” Thrs hmdered them .

from knowmg our Gemus, or partrcular Turn,

~ and direting us to a proper Courfe of Reéading.
When we left the Umverﬁty, we were totally,

unacquamted with Hlﬁory We had formed no
Plan of moral or. of natural Knowledge ‘Had

“our Teachers been at a little Pains with us, they :

rnmht cafily have difcerned the Bent of our Ger
nius, and what natural Capacrty each of us had;

. fxom our Cucum{’tances they mlght have form-
ed ptobable (,onJe&ures what Buﬁnefs in Life
we were defigned for; and they might have di-

yelted us to the Books proper to be read We are
of opinion, that the Ufefulnefs of puch Teachers

‘Les in this, as much as in dehvermg theu Lec~ -
By fome Pains taken -

tures, and perhaps more.
z\n thig manner, Scholars mmht in a few Years
- aitain

'the Lanoruages to Ethics, many in this Cxty, who .
~ looked upon l.ogic and Metaphyﬁcs as futile
and unintelligible, would have fent . their Chil-

(1)

attain ‘more real. “and dlf’cm& Knowledae, than

wﬁthout fuch Direction they are ever like to at-
“tain in their Lives.
.often done, from deep- felt ‘Experience. “We were,
‘when young, greedy of Knowledge, and conti-’
: nually readmg fomethmg or other ; . but nobody '

“We fay this, as we have

Track We hope we are not vain in 1mag1n~

, ing, that if our Diligence in purfmt of Know-
,1edge had been well directed, when our Memorxes'
‘were ﬂ:rong, our Thirft after Knowledge great,

and our Minds free from Cares, we mlO‘ht have

Amade fome fort of Procrefs in therature, but
~ this was not done, Wthh we deeply reoret, and
.muﬁ: regret while we have Breath.
, ~Our Teachers however ‘profefled to be great, |
,.Adm1rers of the Anc1ents, but they were too,
proud or too. lazy to jmitate them. Did They‘
~ fatisfy themfelves with dehvermg a dry Difcourfe
on Philofophy, containing Ideas to which their
~ Pupils were Strangers P Did They reckon the
 Bufinefs of the Day over, when' the Hour was
- run? Did They expect to- convey new and cramp

Notions in fuch a hurry, into the young Mind ?

~ Was this all that was done by Zeno in the Stoa, '.

by Plato in the Academy, or by Epicyrus ‘in "his

'Gardms ? No, they did much more, they threw
~’aﬁde all dr[’tant and magxﬁenal Au‘s, they put
,themfelves on a Level with their Scholars, they‘
-Walked and converfed famlharly with them, they
,,}ed their. Mmds in an eafy and. gradual manner-’ '
1o t.he Percepuon of Truth ; and. by converﬁng

Cs | and

T

S

OGRS

T oS e S

1 . N
i .



1

(15)

vand Fepemmg over and over the fame Pomt,

made_them’ ‘thoroughly to underﬁand 1t, and

vﬁxcd 1t in théw 1\/Iemones

If the learned Geitlemen we fpeak of had but
conﬁdered how httle they wei¢ able to recolle&
of a fc:t ancourfe, or of the béft Serinon they

‘ever heard, we_are’ perfuaded their - Meéthod of

to themﬁ:lvcs v
We mentxon but 'u other C“ufe of oUr havmg

- Teachmcr would have appeared 1mperfe& even |

made fo htde P omcfs . and it is this' s We were

‘fct on too many dxﬁerent Brafiches of Knowledge

at the fame fime 3 there was an odd Sort of E-
mulauon induftr 10uﬂy exc1ted dmong uss it was

_c{’t{:emed honoura,ble to attend many Claﬁls s it

was thouaht fhamef'ul and a Mark of vaerty,
0 begat few : Moﬁ of the Studbhts in’ the three

" upper Claﬁ'cs were one Hour at La*m, one ‘at
:Gxeek, one at Maﬁ]cmatlcs, and oné ‘or two  at

Phllofophy, all 1o the Tathe Day ; -and this Me-

‘thod was conthed thpough the Whole Seffion :

By Wthn means our Atténtion was “To dlvxded

and our Winds fo- diftracted with o }umbie of

dxﬁeient I'hmgs, that ot oné of theny took hold

‘of Us; an& it Was - next to 1mpomble, that €ven
»':ffhofe of us W ao withéd and endeavouted to Teatn,
coul fel fucceed
felr: An Incm.atxon to ramble in’ purfmt of
,Knowledge fruck falt with ‘us after we left the
.Umvex fity. “We had been taught to be fond of
a Faulr, into ‘which from Lazmefs of Vamty we
‘mmht naturally ha% fa11en. ‘We could not en-

“This produéed a 1a[’c1n€r bad Ef-

- dure

‘iand conﬁdered the Ab:htxes of all the Clergy-

( 1

dure Conftancy and Amdulty, we foon became

‘ -weary of ‘any one thing'; "ahd, as we ‘had’ been
long obhoed and accu{‘mmed to do fo, we ﬂqp- |

ped ha{hly from one fort of Readmcr to anothet’s

‘an Error which we have not yet’ ‘been able tho-

roughly to Corre& Itis however, manife[‘c that

one Thing at a time ‘éught principally to have -
‘been 1nculcated but we, who curfelves- ‘contrive
- Sehenies of Profit; can eafily fee for whofe Be-
 néfit the Maultiplicity of private Claffes was ﬁrﬂ:

fet on foot, and continues till to be. purfued
. Thé'Things we have . flightly noticed - Wlu in

ffome fort’ acéount’ for the {mall Morfel ‘of Know-

ledge moft of us brouoht from ' the" Seat’ of

»Learnmg; ‘and if we, in the Clty, have little E-
‘rudition, our Col}ege~Compamons in the Coun-.
‘try-have not more: “We' muft, and”we will af-
firm, that it is very rare to- find a Country Geri-

tléman bred at the fame Univerfity, who is in

<Tafte and in Extent of Knowledge any degree

above ourfelves, tho’ they- have had- much more

:Le1fure to purfue Knowledge, than' fuited with
“our a&ive and bufy way-of Life: A Prefump-‘
- tion, both that the Things taught were impro-
- per, and’ that the Method of Teachmcr them’ la-\
boured under fome effential Defect.  Nay, we
“muft bé forgiven to fay it, the learned Profeflors
feem to be c@nvmced of all this,: and to be of
They had
lately two Vacancies in the Univerfity in their

the fame Opinion with ourfelves.
sows Difpofal :- They looked round the Country,

men

)
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o men and Students who had been educated by

'themfelves s and among fuch a great. Number

" Opinion, were quahﬁed to fill them. They made
choice of a Clergyman at a great dli’cance, and
‘of a Student, who | both : of them had, got- their
Education at other Univerfities :
they. reﬂe&ed all the Honour they could on thefe
two worthy Men ; but at the fame time made

: ;Deblhty and ill Succefs, at Dbegetting: Knowledge
in the Mmds of .their. Scholars ;. like. frigid or

. “impotent. People, who are forced to adopt Stran-

_gers into their Family, bemo mcapab]e to, beoet
',-any Children of their-own. SRR

- . The Faults -in Educanon we . have mentxoned
'ﬁhave had bad Effe&s on all forts of People, who

- it is little to -be- wondered at, if we brought no

Knowledge of them away with us : If any of us
.brought away fome knowledge of them,_ it is as
litele to be. wondered' if we foon loft it : It was

. {o remote from common Ufe, that it could not be.
: remembered IR

ittle Knowledge from Books and: Company, we

" but

they could find none, . that, even in their own

By Whlch Step

an: open  and - candld Acknowledgment of the'
Wretchednefs of -their Plan, . and of their own '

refort or have reforted to the Umverﬁty, the
Clergy. themfelves not’ excepted 3 and we own,
.they have had very bad Effects upon ourfelves |
“The Things taught are abftrufe and daxk 5 ,and ‘

of fuch a Natuie as to be eafily forgot, it was

- Tho’ we have been'at fome Pams to acqmre a2

are fenfible that in writing this Letter we glve v

(15)

but t00 mamfe{‘c Proofs of the Defeéhvenefs of
our Educanon But till, we believe this ‘was
no Ways owing to our Want of natural Capamty |
‘Om City can boaft that it has produced as com-
pleat Burgefles, and Gentlemen of as reﬁned and
enlarged Underﬁandlngs, as any in the’ Tand ;
that is, when' they Were educated or 1mproved at
other Places. - S

“What we have faid, is  not w1th aVreW to de-

gife for ourfelves, and to remove, Sir, your Sur-
prife at our little Knowledge, and that fo few of
us fend our Sons to- the Umverﬁty And by
this time, we hope, our Apology will appear to
- be pretty compleat; an Apology which we have
been forced to make.* When we faw the Laugh
raifed againft our Townin almoft every Company
of Strangers, and heard ourfelves fo often.and fo -
,, groundlefsly reproached for want of Tafte, wé
Judged it was but a piece of Juf’uce to ou1felves
and our Fellow—Cltlzens, to open our- Minds to ‘
a Gentleman of your Dxfcernment and Candour ;
and When the Caufes of what we are blamed for
are laid open, though not near {o fully as we
- could -eafily have done, eqmtable Judges will \
. ceafe to rally us. “But if we fhall be afterwards
reproached upon  the. fame Score, we will beg
‘leave in our turn openly to exprefs our Surprife, -
that it {hould ever be expeéted by any Man of
fober Senfe, that we fhould fend our ‘Sons to
walte aYear or two of their Lives in learnmm

Teehmcal

precw.te an Umverﬁty Educatlon, but to apolo- o

Thmos fo ‘ufelefs, abfurd, and ridiculous, as
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‘Technical Logrc and Mctaphyﬁcal Speculatxons
are confeffed to be.  We attended to. them with
Relu&ancc and legu& - we have now hardly-v |
: any Traces of them in our Mmds 5 and can we -
‘;hmk ‘that our Chxldren will be more pleafed,
'Wxth them, or remember them better? |
The fenfible Part of ‘Mankind will, we hopg, |
agree with us, That Education: ought to_be cal-
cu]ated for the: Times we live in; that’ the Al
of it fhould be to make the. Yov..tb crood Mcn,
‘and ufeful Subje&s ;5 to prepare’ them to acquit
~themfclves well in the particular Bufinefs’ they ‘
are to live by, and to make a manly and decent
qure in the Compames they may be’ in.’ We
thmk it mamfei’c that the mufty and mtncate
Parts of Scxence we ‘have mennoned are no ays
fubfexvxent to any of thefe Ends.
We are crenerally a Commercial People
" cept in. Matteis of Comm@rce, our IdP

- Great Numberq among us move in no vef
ercle, and never towards Metaphyﬁcs.
- gure not to ourfelves any very w1de |

tamable in our ercum{’cances To thefe our,'E-

ducation muft be fuitable. The Thlnus taught

us ought to bc fuch as 1mmed1ately ﬁt us for
~Buﬁnefs ; or a1e fome way relatwe tO our E m-
ploymen t, or analoorous to that Range of Thought

10 which our. Buﬁnefs ‘may be fuppofed natural-

ly to lead us; ox w‘nch may adorn Converfa\-.

. tlon,

(7))

tion, and free us from the Imputatlon of Igno-
rance.
~What thef'e Blanches of Knowledge are, it
is not difficult to fee; pra&lcal Mathematics,
Hiftory - in - general, tbé"Hi{’cory of our own
Country, and' of thofe in the Nemhbourhood.
- or with which we carry on Commerce; -natural
Hiftory, Geography, the Hiftory of Commerce, '
and practical Morality. .- Were there any Doubt
about the Parts of  Science that are propere{’c to
be taught us, it might be removed, by obfer-
ving, that thofe of ys /WhQ are ftudious maturally
apply to fome of the Branches we have juft
mentioned. - Many in this ‘City, without any
‘Advantages in their Youth, have by their own
'good .Senfe, and the dint of Apphcatlon, made
a very confiderable P{ogrefs in the Knowledge
of ‘Hiftory, Belles Lettres, and Machematlcs s
‘but we know none .who ever turned their Heads
‘to ideal Entities, or to quibbling Syllegifms.
And if we had an. Opportumty of fuch a Courfe
“of Education, our: City would foon fhew to the
World, that the Defire and Tafte of ufeful and
at:tamable Knowledge are as general among us
as in any other Cxty‘ whatfoever, that is buc -
cqually populous. | | =
- “‘Some eight or ten Years ago, the Prmcnpal
and Profeflors of the Moarifbal College at Adber- .
deen, ¢ in order to render the Study of the Sciences
‘more natural and progreflive, did unanimoufly
agree to depart from the old Plan, and from'
that time forth to obfervc a very differgnt Order.
: ~ They
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'AThey commued, mdeed to teach the Claffical
Learning as formerly, but inftead of Logic
and . Metaphyfics, they -appointed that Year to
;be fpent in teaching Hiftery, Geography, Chro-
ndlogy,' ‘an, Introduéhon to natural Hiftory ;
-and that all _the ‘Students of that‘CIai‘s.{hould
attend the Leffons of the Profefior of:Mathe-
‘matics : That the next Year be employed in
-natural Phxlofapny, and. the Laws -of . Matter
and . Motion ; ‘in' Mechanics, Hydroftatics,
]?neumatlcq Optxcs, and Aﬁronomy ; and that

the laft Year of the. Courfe be allowed: to- the .

\Study of the abftract Sciences, Pneumatology,
Morals, Lomc, or the Art of Reafoning.” A
~confiderable. Imptovement in thé .Method of
‘Teaching, and which does honour to the Gen-
tlemen who appomtcd it. Cen s
We were very: much encouraged. when ﬁxﬂ

:s,ve heard " that -the: Marifbal College had fofar

thrown back ufelefs Things, and accomimodated
their Coprfe to modern Times, There 2 appear=
ed to be fo much good Senfe in what they had

done, the A]tcratxons they had made were fo.

ifibly. advantageous -and neceflary, that: we
made; no doubt but ‘our Univerfity would:im-
 mediately follow fo edifying an Example, and
would ‘make further Improvements upon. it :
But after we had waited for fome time, ‘we were
“Yentirely damped when ‘upon: Enquu‘y we were
jnformed, that the Profeffors were not to depart
2 Hair-breadth from: their. Plan. and Pratices
They are, it. .f.een}f tied down either by Cuftom,
N A . i o ' or

(19)

of by Incfmatlon, or by Rules, fo6 obfet‘véd
: Courfe of Teaching, a great Part of. which is-af

this time" of Day ufelcfs and abfmd and more‘_:

- cfpecxally 16 with refpect to us.

We do: aflure: youy” /SiFy that whén we - faw‘f
that 06 Relief was to be: expe&ed fropr:the

"Umverﬁty, we were in difbrefs for our. Children,
“and 'felt, perhaps tdo ftrohgly; fome: Emotions
 of ‘Indignation agaifift “the - Jearned ‘Profeflors,

whom' we: looked upoit as ﬁubborn}y tenacious.

-of their owr ‘antiquated-Plan.. We had frequent
Converfations with:one ahother, éxprefling our
Grief . that this was the Cafe ; and fome of us

were " then. pretty :much- ‘inclined - to prov1de a

-proper Remedy; and;to. remove; at-our-own

Expence, the Inconvemency to which our Yomh‘

vieré rexpofed. - But, through a’ Multiplicity of

‘Bulfinefs; and Want of fufficient Hatmony among
outfelvés, “we allowed: our good Purpofes t;ov~
«cool 3 andy with refpedt to fo important a: Pefign;
‘fuﬁ’eled ourfelves to: relapfe into a: letharglc In-
adtivity;: for which we frankly own: we do no¢
know what Excufe to make.w SRR It

What we withed for and intended was; to. have. '
in this City a School of Acddemy.for. mﬁru&mg
our Youth' in that Knowledge Which:.is proper - :
to give them an’ edrly: ]lemcr to' Religion and

fortue . that which will - fit.cher . for Buﬁnefs,

and enableé them to dxfcharoe the Duties of  Liife
with Honour, and appear to Advantaoe in the

v;“rofld‘ ; P P RSO S - -«; ,!v!',\v <‘ 1 R ,;.'._.‘.

D3 - We
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- We .were roufed from our Lethargy, wher
. we faw the Royal Burgh of Perth before-hand
~with-us, in eftablithing fuch an Academy as we
‘wifhed for. Senfible of the like Difadvantages
.we  compldin-of, they have fet us a Pattern
-highly. 'worthy of our Imitation. . The Magi-
Mtrdtes; of: that ‘Town, :affited by a * worthy
-Clergyman: in the Place, have, like Gentlemen
_of Tafte, and Men: of the World -at the fame
‘time,  generoufly ‘provided for the .Education
-of Youth:i An Exertion of: public Spirit, for
-which Children - and- Parents” will-éfteem and
‘honour: them at prefent, and which in'time to
~come “will ‘be ‘'remembered ras.a :Monument- of
~.their ‘good Senfe and:provident Care “of -Po-
| :_;i’ccrity{ 3 Sebind T IR RN o
“ “Their' Aim is © to train up young People for
Bufinefs«and a&ive Life s> or to “give'!fuch a
- practical-and.compendious Courfe of Education,
ag:‘may-in-fome meafure qualify ‘the Gentleman,
.the Merthdnt, or even the Mechanic, to a
‘with': greater - Advantage: in’ their ' refpective
Stations : For this - purpofe : the Town-Council
-have fixed ‘upon . two . Mafters, with -each a
-Salary of 507, befides a Gratuity of two Guineas
to be paid at the Entry of:each Student to’each
- 'Mafter for-the Seffion ;. which is to begin every
~Year on the Firft of Ofober; and to continue ’till
“the End of: May.: - VD o e L
-~ Ore. of the Mafters is.to deliver, 1. A fhort
‘Hiftory of Philofophy, and the Rife and Progrefs
“of Arts and Sciences. 2. A Courfe of natural
B L - Hiftory,

4 Hi&or‘y', -in which he gives an Idea of  Botany

(21)

and the Animal (Economy. . 3. A compendious

View of Poetry, Rhetoric, Logic, and Moral
. Philofép’hy; and 4. A Courfe of. Chronology
‘and civil Hiftory, Antient and Modern,’ ¢fpe-
“cially the Hiftory of Britain, with regard to its
Conftitution, ;p_olitical Intereft, and Commerce. =
. The other Malter is:to. teach, 1. Arithmetic.
2. Book-keeping.- 3. A Courle of Mathématics 3
‘and 4. A Courfe of inatural: Philofophys: illu-
“ftrated by Experiments. Each of the Mafters is

to finith .his, whole Courfe in two. S'cﬁiqns,« if

~poffible ; .otherwife what® remains  is to-be gone
‘through, i:at proper: Times, in 2 fubfequerit

Seffion, without any. further Charge. to the

Srudent. A Writing-Mafter is to.attend - the

‘Academy every Day; and 2 Teacheris-to read

the fuperior. Greek and-Liatin Claffics one Hour |

-every Morning, with i uch of . the Students as
would make further Progrefs in the Languages:
‘Both thefe Mafters to be paid by the Students.

.~ The Inftruments for the Experimental Pare,

they are to purchafe by. Contribution, and have

already about. 200 Guineas: fubfcribed- for that

Purpofe. Their firft Seffion begins in Ofober.™

- #This is their Plan. It is, no doubt, well con-

trived. for that Place.. It has ,nqthipg_ing it
that can be called ufelefs or fuperfluous. ;Eyery
thing to be taught has a Tendency to the End

R propofed 5 ‘but it may be proper to.vary a lictle

from it, and to. make fome Additions -in an
Academy here. ‘ o
S ‘Writing,




v

" as ini the Plan- of “Perth';
‘Tofophy; and the 'Rife and- Pxogrefs of ‘Arts and

Sciencesi’ 2. ‘A conipendions VICW ‘of Poetry

| H:[’cory

" 1 ;zz?)

Wntme' Arithmetic; | Book-keeping, i 'and

\'1}:'0 fome Parts of Mathematics are here tabght
.inc private Schools ;- Hiftory,. Chrono!ogy, ‘and
«moft:of the other ‘Parts: ‘mentioned - 'in - the
~Perth- Scheme, are - hardly - evén attempted 5

the "Things tatght ‘are neceflary to '1CLOmpllﬂ1

-z Merchant’s Cletk s thé Things hitherto neg-
leted;:iwould form:the: Merchant for extenfive
. Bufimefs 'and for manly Converfationy-and it is

urquettionably; . By teaching ' the - hiorical arid

“phil Qfophlcal Things, - that ‘a4 "School - €ither
| ’lbbfams or deferves the ‘name of -ar Acadcmy

Wi Arithimeti¢; and Book: kTEepma may

:~be left ' to be:taught as before; and thern two
«Mafkersowill, with ‘thé gt’eater Succefs, manao*e
:the remaining Paresii-17- il oo

»The: Provmcc of ! the one wxll be, 1. Mathe»

‘matics; o 2¢ - Geéography .3 Natural: ‘Hiftory
cand. 4. Natural Phll@f’ophy, 11 uﬁ‘rated by Hx-
Iperxments T L A S D I S

=The' Province of the - other w111 be nearly
. Hiftory of Phi-+

‘Rhstorie, and moral’ Phnofophy g, A Coutfe
of CHrémology anid’ Givil: Hli%ory, -Amtient and
‘Modern, efpecially the Hlﬂexy of Britain.

“The Bufinefs ‘of tlie- one Mafter w11 be,
: beﬁd‘e‘éiﬁ Mathematics,- to' teach’” the nioft ¢d-
tertaining ‘and uféful:Parts of ‘natural  Philo-
fophy, - that: “of  the other will'"be" chiefly

‘VV@:’

e

g et A o o e

- longeft, .
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“We are perfuaded that every 1mpart;af Pefon
wxll {ee at once the grear and remarkable Utility
of fuch a Courfe of Education, and “the- ‘Pro.
priety of erefting fuch- an Academy’ in™ thls~
Place as foon: as it can.be conveniently done. .

- The Town of Perth, “however- conﬁderable (
in:itfelf, is fmall in comparifon of this populous, -

~ wealthy, and thrxvmg City 3 the fame Encou-

ragement that is given by them, would bea: very
light Burden upon us,  whether it were - ‘given

‘out of the Revenues of the Cxtv, or contributed

by a Number of the moft opulent Citizens::
But as a far greater Number of Students would
attend the Academy here, lefs Salary to the

" Teachers might ferve the purpofe ;' nay, there

is great Reafon to believe, that if the Magiftrates
and ‘principal. Iphabitants -will, ~as-we -hope,
countenance the Projet, in a very few Years
little .or no Salary at all inay be neceflary. -

-This Plan will interfere but listle with that of
the Univerfity.. The Aims are quite different

,land diftinét 5 what 1s defigned by the Academy

is, to train up young Peoplc for ‘Bufinefs-and
active Life 5 the Aim’ of: the Umverfity is, to
make - “Scholars of them: And, -no doubt, a

great Adept in {cholaftical Learning' is ftill
to :be: made by fome ‘Skill in the learned
Languages, -.and.. by 2’ long: and' laborious -

Courfe:of Study. This we - eafily “difcern 5 the

Clergy zdre.-ordinarily -the - People' who ﬁudy |
‘and  enquire  deepeft into Stience
hcv do ity or begm todoi ity at the Umverﬁty 3
e : 2 and
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and- whe"x Vacancws happen - in Umverﬁtles,‘
generally. fpeakl
from the: Clergy, or by fuch as have been edu-
cated. to-be Clergymen. -But the Education we:
~propofe is compendious, - and of general, Ufe;
‘our- School: will. not keep-any Student from the
‘ Umverﬁty, who -is intent on making a great

,- they can only be. fupplied

Fxgure, by deep and metaphyfical. Refearches

-And . we are fure. the Profeffors are more dlﬁn-- o
gtereﬁed than; to wifh any. Scholar thould con-.

fume. Fouror Five Years at-their. Colleges with-.

out being better accomplithed, for. Converfation,

or,.more, prepared for the Employment by which
he;propofes to live. -

We allow thé Excellence of profeﬁ'ed Scholars,
and fhall leave it to Colleges to fill their Heads
with Materials for Argumentation : We propofe
no fuch thmg ; and therefore we perfuade our-
felves, that the Mafters,: who love every Branch
of .Knowledge, - will encourage our Plan, and

give us_their;beft Advice : And- we fubmit. it.
- to.themfelves, if it wopld not be worthy the
Generoﬁty of fuch Patrons of - Science to ap-

ply fome: ‘Portion of . their. large Revenues
to_begin and carry on _fo ufeful and neceﬁ"ary
aPrOJe& PRI Rt R S S R

- But, tnough contrary to our Intenuon, our

"Plan fhould feem -to. interfere a- little: with

that: of ‘the - Umverﬁty, or .threaten:to Keep

~ {ome Scholars from them, thls ought ‘not to

difcourage us, nor to put. the Profeffors into

any ill I:IL;rn_QLxr Scnﬁble that they need fuch
CL : a Motive

(25)

- a‘Metive to roufe them to more- Adtivity; they

ﬁmuld for their own -Honour and . Ufefulpefs
‘with us Succefs @ Bo;h they and the. I‘eacher‘s of
the Academy will the more exgrt themfelvgs,
when they know that their Honou\r and their In-~

 tereft too depend @p-on then A&Mty and Dis

hgence
dtis a Vulggr Error 1;0 bellcve, fthat Tca(;herév

of Réligion different from. the efteblithed onej

are in-all refpc&s hurtful The Refprmgd ba?@

; Abfurd1t168, :;md havc ﬁ;rred them up 0. fsarch

for mote Knowledge. - ‘The Diflenters. in Eﬂg«-
land have contributed to promote the Leatning
and Sebriety of the Churchmien j and perhaps
evert the Seceders in Scotland have, by itheirStrict-
nefs, Rimulated fome of ‘the Eﬁabh[hed Clergy
t0 2 Striétnefs and Diligence in theis! nOffice,” bes
yond what they might otherwife have atrained.
The Mafters of an. Univerfity need. fuch a
Stxmulus, as much as thé Teachers of Religion.
When Men have got into.a fetiled Way of Lifey
Lazipefs often gets the better of the goed Pur-
pofes they really had, when they firft entered into

it . ‘The Senfe of Duty and the Love of Fame,

are pot able to overcome the Love of Eafe. Ig

s the Opinion of fome intelligent Perfons, that if

the Efcabhfhed Clergy, inftead of having Sala-~

ties fixed for Life, wete hired from Titne to

Time, we thould get better Sermons from them

. - than.even thofe we ger At prefent.. Whatever
rw;h them may be in this, we are perfuaded

E | the;c
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| VCIﬁOD. 5 :
It hag: been ob(erved already, that the prmcxpal
Pomts in‘view in the Edveation of “Youth' ought -
to be, 10 for-m them o’ the Love of Religion and -
SRR v v Virtue,

(26)

thete-is iiuch™ more!. in* the Remaxk, when aps -
They-have
thieir fitie: Lodomgs, and . they- have their- fixed
- Saldries as the’ Clergy have ;- but the Clergy have "

plieds to'tie Mafters' of ‘a ‘College.

ofie i’srohg ‘Motive to {pur them on, which thé
Pt"@feﬁ'érs haveunot. There,are- other»Clercymen

juft at hand, and if any one is very lazy” and

hegligent, the People will leave him ;- bue be ‘the

: Psofeﬁ‘ors ever fo flothful, thereis no Colleore heat
Could the -
Youtlybe taught by others ‘at ‘as- ittle Expence ,~
to” théire Pa‘rents, the Profeffors:would ‘be at more
: pams andbeflir, themfelves in a very dlﬂ'erent ;

to- recelve ‘the Students from: them

manner. Aw-f-» e i R T TR G ARt

. 1 Wiethave faid thus much in’ general to’ prevent |
fonie Prejudlces that might- have. been conceived
againft our Plan, as if it were- to-intetfére Wlth“

* the Univerfity; and.we have- thewn that-inftead

of. 'being huttful to that' learned: Body .of v Men,
it will: produce very. falutary Effe&s upon them 3

and, . 'we! hope, it may reafonably be: prefumed,
" that by‘t 16 A&ivity ‘of rour Teachers, -and*the -

conftahtiand:clofe Apphcatlon of’ their ‘Scholars,

miore resland  ufeful Knowlédge - may™: be deh- .
vered-and acqmred in two Years, than-can bein
fix or: feven in"the d1fputatlous and- ﬂow ‘Me-~
thod - ufual in- Umverﬁtxes, where there ate - fo
«and fo many of D14»~

few Hours of Teachm

Apect to the other World 3
‘powerful Reftraint to- preferve Youth from thofe

i 'V‘ir'm‘e',‘~ to render them ferviceable to the 'GOVe'fné
- ment, ufeful to themfelves and ‘to that Society-
“to which they may ‘more ‘imiediately belong,

and agreeable in the ordinary Commerce of Life.

‘With ' refpet 'to forming our Youth. to" be
good Subjedts, this Plan rieeds make no P ov1ﬁon.
The Inhabitants of this City, and. of ~all: the

- Country around, ‘are almoft- to a Man well - af~
© feltéd to the prefent Government,' and, were it
~ neceffary, would rifk their Foxtunes and ‘their

Lives in its Support. -Though- we think>yotrig

" People ought to’be made acquainted’ withthe
'kNature of that happy Conftitution:tinder'which
“we lives-and thlS ray be advantweouﬂy done,

in- 1eadmo to them the Hxﬂ:my of OUr: oWn

Country v TR ; A R "z’f. M; Lt

But Reholon mierits the moft - f'emous;:‘Atteh-
tion ¢ It is JleOCd to ‘be -a’great Defect in: the

- ordinary Fducation, ‘that, except’ thofe 'who fot-
"maily fet themfelvés to the Study- of: Divinity,

no Care i$ taken to acquamt the Students. ‘with
religious’ Prmc1ples, or to tincture them with a

Senfe of Piety. ‘Religion takes fafter hold of the

'Mind, and has a Pcronger Tendency to" make ,
“Men oood and virtuous,” than many- féem to

1magme. ‘Tt is of mﬁmte Importance, ’wmh re-

“and it i5 the moft

Vices; which they afe -but too ready to fall into.
Vices which are both ha‘mous and_ hinder them
from makmg that onure in the World whxch

_zhey are - enutled t0- make. VA "Senfe  of .God

E 2 -~ makes




'makes ‘the’ Life' fobér and.. regu]ar

: tcreﬂs of Mankind.’

~ to our Senmments
" Son to one of the Phdofophy Cla{Tes, “Tam iny
¢ gjszcrcnt, fa,xd heg I gm. ;pd;fferent about youy. '

(28)

gught to rdcommend Rehgxon to their Children,
a#nd 411 Téackers thould. both - by Example and

Triftitiction (hew their Scholars, that they. have a.
high Efteem’ of Religion, and a deep. Senfe of

its Impottance to promote all the valuable Ina

We have lately feen‘ a prmted Serméﬁ upon
the Caufes of the Decline ‘of Religion, and. wa
verily expeéted to find one Thing afligned as a

Caufe of that Decline, which has been and.cons

tifues: to be- much talked of,- and much laments

€d in. this Place; but-which, it feems, the Aus

thor did pot advert to. - If he had pleafed; ha

might have. mcntwned the bad Difcipline of Col»
leges, and the ‘too little Appearance of -Piety in

the Deportment of the: Matfters ;- which, though

~ perhaps not fo extenﬁve, is as real a Caufe of.
~ Irreligion s any he has named. It produces very -
- difmal Effedts 3 the Stydents, who afterwards

apply to Divinity, are cool and mdlfferent in the

Study of it thefe who apply to Bufinefs, in

Town or Country, bring along with them from

ke Co]lecc a vifible Averfion to.Religion ; and

with. this. pernicious Contagion they. infe®t the
unwary, who fee them or. converfe with them. -
. The blunt Saymc of a plam and honeft Citi-

zen; fome time after pubhc Prayers began. to be

difufed in. the Univerfity, was quite: agreeable
When he was entering hig

¢ pice

‘Parents

(29) :

- nice Difputes : Teach my Son. Rehglon and
~Morality 3 ‘teach him to. govem his Paﬁions,
. and to-Jove God and Men 1 had rather have
~him a plous and good Man, than poffefied - of
~all the curious Phllofophy you. can’, teach hm;_ ’
_in feven: Years.? . .

Religion - ought to be the Ground-work o{ ‘

B I AL S T TR )

- every Courfe. of Education, and the Pr;nmples _
jinftilled into the Minds: of . young Pcoplf;.

fhould be fcr1ptural and found This is certain-
ly right; in.every View, We have known fome

- young .Men, who were marred in their Bufinefs,

and rejected by thofe who. could have advanced
them, merely becaufe they were much fufpeted

of “entertaining . fome very Iooﬁ: and unfoungl

Qpinions.

- But, to conﬁder Relxgmn in the lowef’c Vxew, o

namely, as it is a Science and a Subje& of Con,
verfatxon, the Youth ought certainly to be taught :
. Every Gentleman ‘and Merchant fhould bg
able to talk about the Tenets of that Religion,
which:is. eﬁ'abh{hed in his; Country. . He thould
know fomethmg about the Government and Dif»-
cipline of. fthat Church of which heis a Membser.,
We fhould weary ‘out your Patience, Sir, and
protra& this Lexter to an indecent Length, were
we to mention the Ufe of every partlcular |
Branch of Literature propofed to be tatght by

the projefted Plan; and were we to fhew. how

well this: Plan, will anfwer the remammg Ends

~ of Education s namely, to prepare young Pe0ple/.

;D bc gfeful in Life, and o appear as accom-
. | plehed
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phﬂ}ed bendemen in Convelfatlon

--'capable of bemg learned.  They are commen-.
furate-to the Capacity of the young Mind. - Lo-
~gical dedmes and metaphyﬁcal Subtletles are

totally exterminated. fo’cory, Geography, ‘the
natural’ Produions of a Counti Vs - ‘the Manners

of the ‘People; the Manufa&tures and Comimodi-
ties they t;lade in, may all- be underftood and re-
” membered
known by a Commercial People. - And, by the
way, we beg leave to fay, That if Merchants
~have . not’ dlpped much into” metaphyfical and
moral Theorxes, they have by their Voyages and
‘ Travels furnithed the World with a far more va-
,‘Iuable Sort of Knowledge: We- mean “that of

the Manners and Cuftoms of Men, which is cer- ‘

tainly more -entertaining, - and perhaps ]ays a

- furer Foundation of Morality' than any of the

Cobweb Sehemes which-have been fo finely fpun
out of the Imaormations of fanciful Men, who
‘have all their lees been immured within a Col-

lege, and are quite deﬁxtute of the Knowledoe
of the World. '

2. "We are almoft certain of havmg the ableﬁ: |

 “Teachers-the Nation can  afford They Wln
readily. be left to be chofen and employed by us.

/& Place in-an: Umvelﬁty is confidered - as -eafy,

ho»

We wd! :
- ina'few Words, take notice of the: Advantaées
which a Plan of this fort hias; eﬁ‘e&ua]]y to com-
" ‘municate the Knowledcre Wluch s propofed to be »
‘munht by i, S R TR SR |

The Things to be tauoht -are’ aII of them

Thefe are Things ufeful to be

3r)

fhonourable and lucrative. - It is almioft Jooked :

upon as: ‘A Sine-cure ; it is not ordinarily the mofk -
mgemous -and:able for teachmg that:is :pitched
apon, but hewho: is conneéted, or whofe F¥ rxends

are. conneéted thh and can ferve. the Men in

Power : “and this appears to;be’ growing: more -

“and more in: Fathion:' “When' a ‘Vacancy ‘hap-

pens we-héar. évery one/faying;- *Who will get -
<. this: Place; who has moft Intereft with fuch a.

€. Duke O fuch-a Lord.” . Al Man’s Suﬁmeney '

is feldomsor néver mentloned his ‘Abilityis 'ne -
Recommendauon of himy hlS total: Icnorance of
thee Things he iis. 10 teach is'no Ob&ac]e to ‘his
being: preferred to the Office . :For twenty ‘Years
pafc there ‘are “not above Qnéor Two: Inftances

~ where one was : either pretented by . the .Crown;

or chofen by the Faculty; mefely or chiefly ‘be- -

- caufe he was thouglit beft ‘qualified to:teach the

‘Clafs he was:called :to: teach: - If ‘there’ are:any -
who are fit to; teach; by a proper Encouragement ~
we: may have. them. " : ,

- But the Direétors of the Academy, beﬁdes Ca»
pae1ty to.teach, muft have other Qlahﬁcauons .,
They muft be Men of a-grave and refpea-able 2

Charaéter; who will add Weight and Importance

to the Things they teach, and attract the Efteem
and Love:of:their Scholars. i The Profeffors ‘i
our. Time; to do them Juftice, feemed wéll e
nough qualified in.this refpet. . Several of the -
Things taught .by: them :were," as ‘we have faid;
abfolute F utlhtles 5 and yet.even in thefe Things,

' !mm the SQlemnu:v of the. Teachers, we-at that -

- fime
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tzmc fafpeéted there might be’ f'omeVaIue inahain

or, perhaps, their ‘Diligence- in - teachmg ‘cop-

 they taught.

ferred fome imaginaty Worth ‘on’every thing
We have often’ obferved, that sthe
earneft’ Application:of Teachersto itheir Bufinefg
procures. them Reputatlon, ‘and adds chght to

‘the ‘moft: frivolous and infignificant: Things that

may be délivered--by them. The .Men  were

guilty of no Littlefiefs : or Folly, they were

Men of . éxteérior' Dignity, -and we:could:not lbnt

pay fome Regard td every thing they.faidor ‘ did.,
“Téachers of that fort, when the ' Knowledge

‘communicated by. them is ufefiil -and duitable; -
do - fuccefsfully *recommend - Knowledge #nd

Virtue; and by thelt regular; decent; ‘and reli-
gious Behaviour, they create.a ’lernb of Rehgwn
in thc Hearts of their Scholars, =7+ = =

. The Hours of teaching in: ehe deﬁgned

Acadﬁmy will e more than ateallotted to’ it
in Colleges. It is abfurd and hypocritical: fot

Men to give high Commendatlons of. 8cience,
and to wfe fo {lender Pains," and ; fpend o little
‘Time in teaching it.. - Men are become fo lazy,
and .,th‘e' Defire of Literature is fo: ﬁeebzlﬁ,ftzh"az
it is 2 Wonder if Knowledge of every fort does
not take its- flight from amongh ws. The
Pradice of Univerfities is quite altered 5 mot
one Half of the Hoirs are employed in teaching
that ‘were one Hundred; iand net ia Third of

them - that were two Hundted;  Years ago.
' The Prefident De Mefimes. fhewed 2 Manus
'fcmpt of one of his Anceftors to Mr. Rollin s

wh@rem
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‘vghet ein that ancient Gentleman gave an Accoum‘
“of * his Studies- at the Univerfity of Teloufe.
¢ Inx 545, fays he, I was fent to Toloufe with
my Preceptor and Brother.t6 ftudy Law, under
the Dire&ion of an old gray -haired Man, who

- had travelled much 'We got up at Four, and
i havmo- faid our’ Prayers, we began our Scudlés

.at F1ve, with ‘our great ‘Books undér our Arms,

"~ Hands.

.and our VVrmncr—Tables and Candlefticks in’ ouir

“We- attended at’ Liectures *ill Ten
wnthout Intermxﬂion 5 ‘then we went to Dmner,

- after havmg haftily. collated for one Half-hour

L AP
Do ws ‘>‘3 s NS EREEE "

B what we had writ down. : After Dmner, by way
of Dwerﬁon, we read Sophocles, or ' Arifto-

'phancs, or; Eurlpxdes, and fornetimes Demof-
,thenes, Tully, erml

and ‘Horace. At one
0’Clock toour Studles again, at Fwe Wc re-'

turned Home, to repeat and tufn to the Places

.quoted in: our ‘Books ’till ‘after Six, thén we
,_fupped and read fomewhat in Greek and Latm"'e »

Such Pains and: Time were then beftowed.

But in our Umverﬁty feveral of the: Maﬁers
.do not -teach above One Hour,’ and” others of
‘them but Two Hours a Day. Do they really

'.cxpe& to convey the Knowledce of - atly thmg

fo. hattily, efpecxa!ly of the dark ‘and i mtrxcate

Points they ufually teach; “and  we ' cannet
,but obferve,: that.they treat their Students as if
,they were Men and Childrer atthe fime’ time.

*A noble Lord made a Donauon of thc - College

; * Ro]hn s Belles Lettres, Vol I. (,hap. ii. Art 1.

Garden ) |
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Garden to the Ma{’cers and to the Students

'to walk - m for. their. Health and .Recreation..
‘The Students, ‘,even thofe who entered: to the

lower Clafles, it is. pretended were. then Men,

‘ and had lecretxon .not - to deﬁroy ‘the ; Beauty
or Pohcy Qf the Garden They, are’ now- very
young when they. enter to - thefe Claﬁes, cand

the, Ma{’cers have. deprived : all +the Students

of the Liberty. of ftepping: into:ithe Garden,
.whlch by the Donation’ they. had ‘and fill have
a Jegal Tltle to.. . In another refpect:they treat -
A ‘the very younce{’c of - their - Scholars : as if “they

were full-grown .| Men ; they teach.them an Hour

‘:‘or two, and then fend them adrift and they

are fo thoughtlefs, are fo little looked after; .and

,have fo much Time to play, thdt:;the . Leffon
;fo haftily read over. to. them -is negle€ted and
"1mmed1ate1y forgot In the cafe of .thé Garden,

it argues_the Superior ity of the Mafters to treat

'theu‘ bcholars as: mere Chlldren ,.m the matter

,,,,,

_them as. 1f they were. Men

The. 1:eachmor for fo.: few Hours in Colleo'es
has a very fatal Eﬁ”e& ‘upon. Children : by getting
fo much Diverfion; they contra® fettled Habits
of Inattentxon, and. gheir Mmds are fo. drﬂipated

that itis oftentxmes found 1mpoﬁible to fix them;.

by whrch _means many -have been rumed and
_could  never afterwards,.by all. the Arts -and
Intreaties of their Parents, be. brom'ht to apply

themfelves in earneft to any Buﬁnefs what-

focver, S
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- Common’ Senfe would’ dr&ate, that the two
loWer Claffes at leaft, ‘ought to be treated as
Children ‘are ‘in’ other SchooIs 3 they ou0ht to
‘be kept as it were under the Rod, and obhged
to ' apply “to their Bafinefs for four or five
Hours a Day ‘and fo many Hours of Atten— ,
dance at the feweft, fhall, it is propofed be
given by every Teacher in the deﬁgned Aca-
demy ’
4. Out Teachers IhaII {fudv the Gemus, and
learn the Vlews of each partrcular Scholar, and
dnre& them toa proper Courfe of Reading when
they are at Home. - We fufitred fo much our-
felves, through want of fuch Dxreé‘tton, that we
will' be ‘at the utmoft Pains’ that our Childrer -
may not fuffer as we have done. The Teachers ,
will put thofe Books into their- Hands which are
moft accommodated to their- Gemus, and relatlve
to-the Bufinefs they are defigned for. They will
converfe often -and’ famlhar}y with them, and
twice eVery Week will,” in"an eafy Manner,
enquire into the Progrefs they have made, and
caufe them to make Obfervatlons themfelves
upon what they ‘have been reaamg * Poffefled
of fuch Accomphﬂlments as we have nientioned,
they will ‘be in no ‘dread of being puzzled by
the" Quef’cl()ns that may" “be put f:o them’ by“ :
fprightly Lads' of Fourteen or Fifteen, nor
under any Neceﬁity of concealmg their Igno-

' rafice by an’ affected’ Gravu:y, and entrenchmg -
| themfelves behmd a Form |

Fz | 5 To
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5. To confufe or diftraét the Minds of the
Youtn by d:ﬂ’crenc Studies at the fame- Time;
will be avoided with the moft fcrupulous Care,

All poﬂiblc Art will be ufed to make what.is

the immediate and principal .Study of . the

Scholars. amuﬁng and delightful -to. them :

- The ather things, that - are allowed them by
- way of vaerﬁon, will always have. fome Re-

~lation to the one thing, which 'is at that parti:

: 'cular time the chief Object of their Purfuit. ..

"Thefe are certainly great and vifible Advan-

. taoes, which Scholars at the. Academy will en-

joy above -thofe who attend the Umverﬁty—

The 'Thmos to be. taught are plain and im-

~portant.—The beft qualified Men: will ‘teach
. them. -——The Hours of Attendance. wxll be ‘more

-than double thofe that are given  at-the Um-

verﬁty —The Teachcrs will converfe familiarly
~ with_the Scholars, and dire& them to a proper

Courfe of Readmgw—Confuﬁon of Studies.will

be cautxouﬁy avoided, and all will be done in a

~clear and expreﬁive Engl ifb. Stxlc

‘They propofc at - Perth, ng dQubt fof very
good Reafons in thelr Sltuauon, to. have a
Teachcr Qf the . fupeuor Claffics. . Wc confefs

we do not fee the Propriety or. Neceﬂity of fuch

aTeacher in the Academy here. We think it
ought to be an Englifh Academy, and that the
‘chief Dcﬁgn of it fhould be to train up young
People for Bufinefs. Indéed  many . of: our
Citizens have found that their- Children had lefs

Latm when they left the Humamty-CIafs than

e s when
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~ when they éntered to it ; and every Body is con- |
~ vinced that in the Tonears fpent at Greek and
Latin in the Univerfity, a very poor Proﬁcxcncy |
- is'made.in’ companfon of what might well be ex-
“ pefted.  But the’ great Evil would be beft reme-
- died by Childrens ftaying aYear or even: twoYears
longer ‘at the Grammar-School 3’ “in whlch Two

Years they would certainly acquire more Skill

in.the learned Languages than they could poffibly

do in Six or Seven at-the Univerfity : - And if the
Rector can difcharge: his prefent Office,” and alfo

- teach a.fuperior Clafs, we ‘are informed he is
- very. well qualified to doit. But if it'is necef-

fary: there.be another- to teach the higher Claflics

. along with: him, a very particular Search thould
~ be- made. ‘to- find a proper Perfon ; he muft be
- a Man of Tafte' and ‘ Imagination : )
- difficult to find .one who can drudge and labour,
- and .by the: help of - Grammars and Dittionaries
- can ‘hammer. out. the Conftru@ion, and- heavxly
- -tell his Scholars the Meaning of an’Author;

it is not

thefe ‘are Commodities not -rare to- be found

- butfuch a‘one. is far from anfwermo to the Idea

we have of a Teacher of the fupenor Claffics :

He fhould be a Man of Senfe and Gemus, of
- Spirit " and Vwac:ty, ‘who feels 'the ‘Author’s

Senfe, who i 1magmes himfelf in the Place of the
Poet, : and -is -warm with his FII‘C Who dif-

- cerns, ~who fees and feels the Beauty of the
" Hiftorian®s Defcription. -

feels the very Sentiments of ‘the Hlﬁonan or

Poct, and transfufes thcm into thc Minds and

ne : : ' Ht:arts

In- ihort, one WhO ,

f
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Hearts of his, Pupils,. We_would. have him at

thc fame time to have Dxfa etion-enough to pals
over feveral Parts of Ovid, ‘Horace, and Catullus;

which were -they . taught in" a fpirited ' Manner
“might be ‘dangerous to ‘young People
:phlecrmatlc Teacher may: feem to have fome

Advantage, in this Refpeét ‘He can read over

the whole of Horace, and. not mifs a Line. from

Becrmmno to End, without-a Smile : He can

' explam and comment ‘upon the - moft licentious

Paffage. without feeling . himfelf, and. without
exciting in hlS SchoIars any. dlforderly Emotiony

but then hc feels as little: and -makes’ as httle

| mpreﬁion with refpeét to any the moft beautiful

In -reading -
“the Paflages of aTraoedy or Eptc Poem, -

-APlé‘ture or f’mkmor Defcnptxon

which fhake the human Frame and fill the
throbbing . Breaft with  the -alternaté - Emotions
of Admiration, Terror, Pity, and Diftrefs, this
~ Heart is quite unmoved, infenfible,.and-callous;

Such a one can never teach to, Advantage, nor ex--

~cite Admiration of antient Learning in the-Minds

of Youth : They: Weary, and thmk it ise domov-- :

- Penance to hear him.

‘ ATeaLher of Spmt and Taﬂ:e ﬁres hxs»,
Puplls awith the Love .of claffical Learning:

~ And though it is dlgreﬁing a -little from our

prmmpal Pomt, we cannot but - take.: notice,
that fuch a Teacher. Would be  of unfpeakable

Advantage to_thofe in hlgher Life than weare.

If ‘Gentlemens:Sons made a competent. Progrefs :

m claHical Leammg, and were beﬁdes Jinftructed
4 | in

A dull
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“in the feveral ‘things. propofed to " be taught at
the ~Academy, we' aver ‘they: would have a far
“more" ‘compleat and- genteel School hducatlon,‘ :
than  has “ever been pub 1c1y gwen in" thls |

Country

And- fuch a Teacher of Greek and Latm -

~thould:be -carefully fought - for, on -dccount of

thofe - Students who are- defigned for- any of the

A]eamed ‘Profeffions; - and efpecxally ofthofe who

are to be Clelgymen For as Education i is fo

~tedious;- and is’ become fo expenﬁve, We thmk

that Divines: may and oucrht to be txamed up m'

this' Method..” - When they are WCH fotinded ‘in

‘the Languages, they: ‘may by proper D1re&1on
be tatight :as mucly Knowledcre, and to ex;,refs ‘

themfelves with as.‘much Propriety,’ Premﬁon,
and Force, as Divines ordmanly attain, "in  one

_thxrd part’ of ' the Time  which* they would be

obhged to: attend ‘a Dlvmlty -College: "And if

they. were found 'to be: as" knowmo as Colleoe-

, Students, we do not’ fee but” Pre{byterles mxght

get .over - any' Dlﬁiculty in Licenfing them ;

provided:always thexr Morals be good and thexr
Principles: orthodox. * For which" purpofe we
would: have the Gentleman who has the Direction

of their. Studies found above all Sufplcxon, even |

tho? he Ihould not be fo deep in Learnmo as we
could wifh. :

~For it Would feem that in Dmmty it is s the

_Gemus or-the Application of the Student; and

flot' ‘the Ablllty of the: Profeﬁ"or, that plOdlICCS

the Effe& Wc have ‘heard fo'ne of our Divi:

mty-r

g i
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'muchuapplauded but we could neVer fee thxs
Difference by the Effeéts of their Teachmcr or
'that thofe, who ftudied. under the weak Profeﬁ'or,

were a whit inferior to thofe who were the Scho-

- lars of :the able one : Nor indeed do we difcern

‘that thefe Preachers appear worfe in the Pulpit
or in Company, ‘who were never at'a Divinity-

vCollege at all, feveral ‘of: whom we. know and

, ,e{’ceem ‘ -

In Thmgs that relate to vamxty, the }earned
Profeﬁ'ors feem to think in this manner: For
three or four times, 'they ‘have chofen: Hebrew

- Profefiors, who, except the . Letters, were faid

‘to know na more of the Lianguage 5 and Church-
Hx[’tory, though they have a Profeffor of it,
has not been tauoht for many Years pa{’c Itis
:l'uppofed that one may:teach Hebrew, without
knowing ‘it 3 and - that Divines = may: know

Church~H1ﬁory, without belng taughtit: Juft as

the little or gréat Ability of the Divinity~Pro-
feﬁ‘or makes no Alteration upon the Scholar.
But if i is fo with refpe& to - Divinity and
what relates to it, the Cafe is-quite different
with refpe& to a Profeflor of . Mathemdrics :
Whether he has or has not the Art of Tedching,
is mamfeﬁly known by the great or fmall Profi-
ciency which his Scholars make. It -isiim-
~ poffible that thofe who ftudy at one Univerfity

fhould be generally good Mathematicians;.and

that thofe who ftudy 4t another fhould O'enerally
know nothmg of the Matter, if the Profeffors
~ wer
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were equally kalful and’ dxlxoent in teachmg

The Gentleman’ ‘who has long taught in thls_‘
Umverﬁty has unqueftmnably great Ablhty ,.]
but whether he has run-over the Propoﬁtlons in’
t60 oteat a Hun‘y, or has employed too fewﬂ
Hours in teachmo, 1t 1s a well known Fadt,
which’ we ‘are fori‘y to mentlon, that he has hadf

littlé: Suiccefs i in teachmg ‘Thete are extremely:". ,
few who have ‘been’ made Mathematlcxans by

him, We" mention’ thls becaul”e 1f the two"{,
Ma{ters, under- whofe Direction the Academy;.
is- propofed to be, Ihall be’ thought to have tog

‘ much to do; there may be, thhout any addx-ll

tional Expence, a Teacher of Mathematics alone.
Ifhe has only the Countcnance of the Maglﬁrates,:
fuch Numbers will attend hxm, that he wxll not."
need a Halfpenny of Salary And if he has the!f
Artof Teachmg (whxch he muft have, othefwife

it Were better not to have him) we may reafon-f

ably expeét ih a very few Years to furnifh out a-

: Choxce of 'able Mathematxcmns to the Umverﬁty, ;
~and fave them the Trouble of gomo to a great’:

le’tance in quel’c of one. ;
"The Plan, 'as we have fpoke of it, extends to 2
fewer Parts of Literature than that of Perth.; yet

we' perfuade ourfelves every ane mui’c be con-f,

vinced of the Advantaoe and Neceﬁ’ity of it 3
and, if poﬁible, we w1lh to fee it cl‘cabh{hed
orat leaft begun. this very Seafon. -

Many Branches of Manufa&ures have been:c‘"

introduced, and many have been puthed as far -

_by the Inhabxtants of this City as has been done

G | by
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--by any in the i}mgdqm and if-we fhould make.
or ‘the Inﬁru&xon of our. Youth,:
when fuch Prowﬁon is. fo peceﬁary? wc ihqu,ld;
'but £00 Jqftly dcfer\ge Reprge}cb - :
‘But from the. Opulf:nce of, ;hls Clty?( we:
canqot but mdqlge thc Hope, that the Academy; ’
here wﬁl be more extenﬁve ;han thag: -which,
has been aorced upoq by ,the People o{ Perﬂ:g,g
We W1fh the Fren:b Lanouaoe was-taug bt morei
- perfe&ly t}lan has yet been done here‘ It has? |
become almoft ‘an. umverfal L,angllaue, agd thc;
Know]edge of it is pargculaxly ufeful to trading
People ; and efpeqully, we wifh tha; there were
- an Exgli ﬁ Belles ‘Lettres Educat;on |
Gentlemen, a'ld to. thofe in the Iearned Pro-
,féﬁions, the leamed Lgrwuaores are not neceﬁ"ary .
A Man may make h1mfelf Maﬁer of an im-
mgnfe Vari xety of Knowledorc wnhout any othcr‘
~Languagc but Engl /b Aqd of how great Im- f_
portance would it be, if youno People were .
'made acquamred with the Beautles of the E}zgl il
Poets, ,and moft e!egam‘. Profe ercers agdt
were’ taught fomethma of Cempoﬁtxon in their-

no- Prowﬁon

own, Lancuage. To know thc;r own Langqaae

well is of more Impm tance to them than even the -
mo& full and accurate Knowledbg: of Greek and_
Latm thle thcy apphed to the Study ‘of ity .
they Would be taught not. Words but, Tlxxng§, §
not.Stile only but to fee and feel the moft noble..

Sentiments; gnd to expref's themfelves wu;h Ele-

'ﬂancc and EOI‘CC. LA TR T I T N fzss.;;.:iii
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4 (3853 really afténifhing, ~that the Sfudy‘ of the
Baeioﬂal Lancuage ha¥ been 6 much negle&éG;

‘atdithiat-a- Courfe 'of Educatiot; pro;ﬁér for Men
BF Bififiefs; entlfely‘ in Eﬁgl j?.), ‘Has never beéil
et on~foot ¢ If we were not aﬁcuﬁ'oméd to feé

the Thmg evéFy Day px‘a&xfed, ¥ would dppeat
abf'én‘d‘ to' ‘the” laft’ Degtee, that Chxldfeﬁ, whd

' ére t‘o be put to’ Bﬁﬁnéfs éis {’obn as tiieir Age

.....

ing dead Languaoeé, Lahcri‘ragés théh it

fdfef‘ecn they will 1mmé8:ately‘f6rget wheii ﬁley

£0 frdm School 5" ahdwhidH; though théy coald

bé reiierfiberad; ¢an never be'of aﬁy fe to them.
If that Time' whie empio}/éd in cbﬁveymo Tdeds
iivto’ their’ Minds, asthey afe’ capable’to receivd

theéh, " dnd’ i tedching themi” the' Englih Lian:

guage; they wold’ have mote Krowledge, ‘and

théy would a‘thmfc a great Facxlxty of wrifing -

4hd fﬁedkmo- what they know. "If fhey weré
ﬁrﬂ: tatight ‘to- px‘énounc-.. Juﬁly, and vwere théa
fet" to compofe litele Things, dnd 9 imieate the
Stite " of - Mr.,Addxfon, Dr. Swift;- dhd fo‘m‘ei
dthers, the Letters of Men of Bufinéfs Would'

appeat to ‘much moré Advahtage thah fomef of )
There: Would not Bé' {G
frequent Comp}amts that' People dd rot write o’
their Friends 4t a Dxﬂance ¢ Thé veal Cinfe of '

them do at prefent

which oftentimes iss - that’ they‘ Kdve heithier 4

\ ,compéfent St‘é)t.k of Ideas, nor afuﬂicxent Com-

. hafid of Languaé‘e. T'o write a Liettef of Néws;’

" of” Friendihip, of Thanks; ot Congrafulatlon,"
| 13 abm?e then' ‘Capacity, or is -at beft a tedios’

Gz ' and
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~and- difficult Tafk, - If Children .were properly.
m{tru&ed in thelt 1Mother-Tongue, they would
not Wben they became Men, faulter -and hefitate -
in Speech, but would exprefs thexr Meanmg

thh Eafe and Beauty

. The Tafte which has been ralfed at Edmburg/a .
by 'Mr. Sheridan fhould excite our Emulation.”
The Parts, of Science we: have, mentioned befo"e' »
afe. abfolutely ‘neceffary 5 this. la{’c is alfo hlcrhly‘

ufeful and highly. ornamental. : "

’I‘he Plan, S1r, ‘which we have lazd before

you, 1is nelther chlmerlcal nor. difficult to be
eXecuted 3 it 1s eafy, advantageous, neceﬁ'ary,'.
and not expenﬁve and we cannot fuffer ourfelves -
to fear but that our, Cxty will 1mmed1ately agree |
to lt, or. to fomethmcr like it : For our .own

part, ,we have mere]y {tudxed the Honour and
Advantage of our Fellow-szens - We defire

no, Commendatlon for havmg mentloned to.

feveral of them. the great Advantages of | fuch

an.. Academy "If we are in the nght, you will.
be ‘able to _]udge by this Letter, which you are’
at. leerty to ufe as you pleafe, There are, no
doubt, others of our Citizens, : who are both able
to. form a Plan that is more compleat, and. alfo. -
to forward the Execution of ir: Let them have
the whoie Praxfe, but let the thmcr be done,.

and done as foon as poﬁible - ) .

And we. thmk ourfelves fure that 1t wal be
done, when we confider the Merit and Vlgllance
of the honourable Gentlemen, ,who are . out;
prefent Magxi’trates One of them is- 1llu{’crxous
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‘in his owsy City,. is. well known: 4t a gteat:Di- -

ftanice; . and has been Jong, refpected.: by thofé:in
the higheft Rank ;-he had a College-Education;
but foon faw the Impropnety and: Defedtivenels

of it; and, by a Strength of Judgment, a Depth
of Penetration, and- Retentlvenefs of :Memory

peculiar to himfelf, he atrained. a Knowledge of
the Laws and: Conﬁ;u:utlon of his Country, Whmch
is feldom to be found.in profeffed Lawyers.- He

has acquired fuch Variety of Knowledge, Moral,

Hiftorical, :Political .and Commermal and .15 o
diftinct and accurate upon every Point, that few
Burgefles or others ‘in-the Ifland can pretend to

excel him. What is propofed to be taught at the

Academy, is but'the Rudiments of a few of thefe
Parts, in each of which he'isa Mafter. - =

- We have another Gentleman-in public Office; s

_Who is alfo Juﬁly looked upon as a very extraor-

dinary and happy Genius; - His: Skill in Com- .

smeree - is. -extenfive '3 . - his . Invention of ‘new
Branches -of Manufacture, fertile; his Aivity
to’ promote them unwearied ;  his Génerofity and
public Spirit are difcerned and honoured by fa-.

veral of the Nobility, and by many of the Gentry :

and Men of Tafte, who court his Company : He
is poflefied of fuch Accomph(hments in Science
and Tafke, which by a quick Difcernment he faw.

the-Value of, and acquired ; that did he not by,

a- fingular Greatnefs of Mind acknowledge the

Dxfadvantages of . his Educatlon, hardly any\,>

body that converfes with him would fufpect but

that he had been converfant in literary. Contem-A |

planons from his earlieft Youth. We

_
I3
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""Wehave, befides, many Citizens, whofe Kriow/-
ledge is extenfive; and. whofe Elegance of Tifte

is. undxfputed The Magiftratés and they’ wﬂl

heartily concur-to promote fo ufeful - a Defigh.

They will:be convinced, that-among & fismeérous .
Youth there - are comparanVely f’peakmg but
few, who in: Science and Tafté can hopé to fiic-

¢eed as they have happily done, unlefs-an early

~ and proper Method be taken to'facilitate the Ac¢-
quifition of Knowledge, -and ‘'to téach them the

Elements of thefe Parts whxch ‘are’. of umver{al

- For that Reafon fuch an Academy as'we, have
given a Sketch of is fo ufeful and neceflary, that
there ought to be one of thenyiin every populous

City within Great Britain : and! certainly People
‘will fomé time:or other ‘open their. Eyes, and not
fuffer themfelves to be deluded by'mere Sounds,
" nor imagine that, becaule a- Thing is' called- an
~ Umverﬁr_y or:Seat of L.earning, that therefore:it

will - convey every Afort.of- u‘(eful Knowledge ;
when they fee; or’ may feefoplainly, - that-the

Knowledge taught is unfuitable - to fuch'Péople

as ‘we - are; ~and,. were: it fmtsable, no- fumable
T ime and. Pains-are employed to teachit,
And we fay one’ thing further, in behalf of

our Clty, ‘which to you: may appear -incredibleéy

and yet nothing is: more trug; - Iois the Nearhels

' of the UmVerﬁty to us, - thar s the Caufé of ouf
. ligele Knowledge, and: that ani Academy’ like that

now projected did not long: ago take place.’ We

‘expeéted from: time to tirme that the Profeﬁ'ors :
S S “would
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would tum from intricate and ufelefs, to ufeful.

,and plam Parts. Of Sc1ence, and teach them with - .

Care and Dlhaence Had it not.. been for thls

vam lmaglnauon, we are verlly perfuaded Glczf :
gow would have fet an Example to Perth, in-

ftead. of Perth’s havmg fet one to Glafgow.
We have at prefent the beft Hopes, and ima-

g,me ‘that We are within reach of havmg the Re-.
preach of our Want of Taﬁe, and that, we are’
carelefs. about the Educanon of our Chlldren, en-
tlrely W1ped away We thmk omfelves as furej

as we can be of any lung that is future, that, if

this Pmpofal is properly ¢ executed, - within eight

or ten Years every Stranger and every dxfcermng

| Perfon will .obferve a fenfible and. general Im-

provement. m Taf’ce and Knowledfre among the

Inhabitants, of t:hxs City 5 and that from thence—. '
forth there will pot be the leaft. Ground for any .
_fuch Surprife as you. expreffed. -
But if; after all, nothing is done, we fhall fuf- .
, feg you and every- one to rally our Citizens as:

you, pleafe; and as your Raillery, tho’ poignant,
i genteel, fo far from avoiding your Company;
we will court it ; and judging ourfelves uncon-

cemed we, wxll with Patience, perhaps with Plea,-
fure, l*ear your Burlefque Wlthout opening, our.

Mouths.,

- Indeed if mi;r‘ City {hall relapfe into a L ethar—.

ggg, as before if there be not Senfe enough to, fee

the Uuhty, orif there be not Authority, or Spl-r;
rit, or. Numbers enough to forward the Execy- ,{
‘ non of a Proleé‘t fo. neceflary and eafy, we muft .

4 acknaw-
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acknow Iedge that, noththf’tandmg all ‘our Pax'v

txahty to ourf'elves and our- CltlZCDS, we fhould '

not know What to fay further in- our Defence

We fhould we fear, be forced to confefs that ‘we -
‘betrayed forie Symptoms of that Dulnefé, and-
that Careleﬁhefs about our Chlldren, for whichwe

have been {fo often blamed ‘or that 'we mxf’took

our Childrens Intereft, and ei’tcemed a fmall“‘

Saving of Money to be of more Importance to

them, than the ampIe Fortunes' they might be

ﬁtted to acquxre, and all the greatand fhining

Improvements in Tafte and Science, which' by
a proper Courfe of bchool Educanon they mlght; |

eaﬁly ‘make.

‘But if unhappxly our Cxty IhaII not be rouzed
to A&ion by the Example of Perth, if our prin-
cipal People, being too bufy and careful about
other Things, fhall necrleét or poftpone a Thing
fo needful, we make not the leaft doubt,. but that

“other - populous Towng in the ngdom, where' -
fuch an Academy may be as ' neceffary ‘as it is
heré, will alt a more generous and fpirited Part,
and'will wifely facrifice a fmall Expence to form
. the Minds of their Chxldren, to accomphfh them"
for Bufinefs, and to make a- Gentleman hke F e

gure in Converfation.

Mean time ufeful Arts and valuable Know- -

}edge will flourith at Persh. ' In a Commercial

" Senfe at leaft, Perzh will be the modern Athens
of this- Country:  Numbeérs of - yoting Men pro--
perly educated there; will’ {pring ‘abroad and
make a qure in the féveral Trading Towns of
S - the

N - .
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| the Natlon,» and pamcu]ar]y in this great Clty

Strangers will, by the Supenorzty of ‘their Parts,
acquire great F ortunés ; - they will lead and con=
-duct the Affairs of this City,. and be refpeéted
by the Noblhty and Gentry, whxle ~our Sons,

free-born Citizens, throuoh warit of Education,
will be humble and tame uidér the. Sway of”-
, greater Merlt, and make no becommg Figure.

‘Thefe: are Events eafily forefeen The Example

of Pen‘b is ‘not that which fhould chiefly in-
Huence us it s the Neceﬁity, the vifible Ne-

Tet the

ceffi ity of the Educatlon propofed
Peith Scheme be ill contrived, let it be ‘worfe

executed ; fuppofe there be fome Who, from for— :

did Love of Lucre, are fqumtmo at it with an
eV1l Eye, and WIfhmo to blaft it with their 1 noxi-
ous Breath ; fuppofe they 4nd their Emiffariés

be ﬂ'rlvmg to get hold of this hopeful Infant, o
to cruth it, or to Paﬂe it in its Cradle
fuppofe, contzary to all Probability, that its
fnghtened and felf-interefted Enemies thould be -
able with thelr poifoned Arrows to reach its Vi-
tals, and to lay its Head in the Duft; ‘it is cér: -
- tainly poflible to contrivé the Plan of a manly |
and genteel Education for Men of Buﬁnefs, and

to- fecure the EXCCUUOH of it, in this Place '
There are here a great Namber, who have beert
long and deeply pra&xfcd in Commerce, who

have great natural and acqulred Abllltles, and are

pOIIEIIEd of thofe Attalnments which are ufefu]
and thch are ornamental Thefe Gentlemen

H are‘ :

e
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are_well ‘qualified. to d1re€t the Educatlon of

young’ People Who are deﬁorned for bufy and

altive Llfe. And we. muf’c agree, that il thlS

be done, our Clty will not make that Florure in

Grmt Brzmm which'it 1s capab]e of makmg, nor

appear ° W1th a Luﬁre in proportxon to its Tradc, :

xts Wea’ith, and its Gxea.tnefs. BRI .
" On'the dlfagreeablc Suppoﬁtlon that no. Aca-

- demy 1s fet -on foot. herc, and to. pr event, :were it

in their Power, the d1fagreeab1e and well forefeen.
Effe@s of 'that Negle& there are, not wantmg a
.Number of JUdlClOUS Cltxzens who . feem deter-
~mined to ferid their Sons o be. educated at Perth,
if they fhdil be mformed that the Plan avreed
~upon there is but as well e*{ecuted as it is con-

trxved We hope and affure ourfelves that they -

,,,,,

will. not be under the Neceﬁity of fendmg them
out of our own C1ty for that Purpofe. At any‘
rate, you know our Mmd by this Letter. We
hope to. be exempted from ‘your ‘Satire ;. or, 1f
- you fometlmes p]ay it off in our ‘Company, we.

will conﬁder it as ‘not mtended per;onallv agam{‘c .

ourfelves 3 _unwdhng however to join you in it,
-even tho we fee 1t Jui’c we w111 becr leave to, bc

ﬁient L

You fee, Su’, that We pay all poﬁible Defen
rence to the Umvemty e has’ been long, and
continues to be a loud Complamt in feveral
ngdom of Em ope, that the Science reta1 led at
Unwexﬁtles is. unproﬁtable and dancerous VVlfe
Men have _}udwed that 1f fuch Sc1ence has taken

4_ | ST . F ‘any"

‘ (s1) |
any hold of young People, the w1feﬂ: Thin:
they can do is to unlearn’ and: forget it as foo§
as poflible *. ~ Perfonages of the - hlcrheﬂ: Rank
and Merit have feen Caufe to be thankful or.well
fatisfied, either that they never were ‘at an Uni-
verfity, or that' by fome favourable Accidents
they . were foon removed from it"f‘ . And we
know fenfible Men among ourfelves,: who. judge
that it would be much better for the Intere&go;

" Learning, . that every. Part of Scxence were left

to, bé taught by private Academies and private
Teachers ;. that there ought .to be a total Sub-
verﬁon of the Univerfities . of ‘this Nation

and that the Pricé of the Buildings, together with -
the Revenues and. Salaries, ought to be applied

to augment the Livings of the Clefg or
gy, Or 1o
the National . Debt. On the other “hand, P;};
think, they thould rather be allowed to continue
as: they are. ‘They are Monuments of Anti-

~quity. - We confider what Good they may have

done of old, when the Courfe taught by them
was ﬁutable to thofe remote Times. = There are
valuable pubnc lerarles in them, whxch it were
pity not to take care of. Our City may have
Inﬂuence to procure Places in them for the fu-
perannuated Teachers of the Academy, who, by

i:heu* aﬁiduous and ufeful Labour - wxll hlorhly ’

‘H 2 R - merit

. * Molefworth’s Pr'eface to Account of Denrriark Shaftef-

bury’s Characteriftics, ‘ulIy’s Memoirs; Difcours fur IEfprit.

& 1~ Henry IVth of France.® See Sully’s Mem. Du Maurier,
c. : ’
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“now and then pitch ~-upon. an able Teacher
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metrit fuch Salaries, and ﬁich’; Eafe, ln their old
Age. ~ They are ufeful in fome Refpe@s, and

they may change their way of Teaching, and be- .
-c¢ome fo in more, -

We find our Hearts warm
towards-our “own Univerfity, and towards the

- Mafters that taught us; with all their Defes
~we loved them, and we revererice their Memory.

We remembet, with a Mixture of Regrec and
Pleafure, the idle and happy Days we {pent about
the College; how we went fauntering up and down
at our Eafe, with our Gowns,” the' Badges of
Scholars, about us; tho’ it appears to you, and

if we would, 'we cannot get it denied, that we
recelved but a poor Pittance of Inftruction.

. We with the College to fubfift .and. thrxfze,
- The Clown or the Faculty may

educated at our Academy, or elfewhere, whom

~ we would with our Pofterity might have the

Opportunity of being inftructed by, juft as we
at prefent have the Opportumty of the Ethic
Clafs, to which many of our Citizens will fend
their Sons, after their Courfe in our own Aca-
demy is finifhed. When they have firft learned

ufeful and: neceffary Thmtrs, thofe of them who

are in eafy. Circumflances, and have Genius, will
be entertained with the ingenious and amufing
Theory of fo eminent a Ma{’cer

- If there is any Expreffion in this Letter Wthh
may feem to convey a too diminutive Idea of U-

- niverfities, we beg you will look upon it as a Puth

made
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made in neceflary Self-defence, and afcribe it to

- our Eagernefs to {creen ourfelves and our Fel-
low-Citizens from the Point of -your Raillery,
and that of others, which has been often and'
~ With great Refpeét

keenly levelled acamf’c us.
we are,

1

Si1r,

Glafpow, OF.
1761,

Your moﬁhl‘lmble Servanté.' k

FINIS







