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AN EXAMINATION,

- &e,

No man o{' sense and feeling, be, hls bltuatlon in
life what it may, can- continue an unwlarmed
much less an unconcelned observer of' the seenes
of 1nsolvency, bankr uptey, and consequent distress

that have lately taken possession of almost every

inelf of commercial ngund in England..

-So great a proportion of the trading commu-
nity has become insolvent, and so many indeed of
the remainder are paralized, and unable to proceed

with their usual scale of business, as to throw the .

general mass of the able-bodied operatives out of
employment, and, of course, as they have gencr-

ally conducted themselves,during the late five years - ’

of apparently unexampled plospeuty, ‘into.a

state of suffering, hlan'el, and privation, that is

enough to move ‘the'most callous-heart to com-
passion. - o

A2

In so desperate a s1tuatlon as thls, the ﬁlst '
consxdelatlon has been—how to cariy instant relief -
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to perishing multitudes : no country is so ready
at doing this, and no country does do it, upon

‘all pressing occasions, so effectually as England

and as far as subscription, and other means of that
sort will effect it, this has been already done, and
is still proceeding, and spr reading with an honour-
able and cheerful exertion, that cannot be equalled
in any other country; and that never is even
imitated. . '

The next and second consideration is—to
search for, and to probe to the very bottom, the
real and genuine cause of such a horrible convul-
sion ; in a time of profound peace, in the midst of
the spread of seeming wealth, and increased com-
merce ; of wealth indced augmented, apparently,

_and commerce extended (beyond the example of

all former,times) to a decrree, and by so instantan-
eous a rev1val -as to surprise the most sanguine
well-wishers of the country into such expressions
as that of the nation being “once more restored
to the -most unexampled prosperity ;> for if we
recollect the distresses of solate an eera as that of
the year 1819 only, we find this to be the case.
This was the public language from the helght of
the throne itself.

 The use of this examination will be to apply
the moral considerations arising from it, to the fu-
tare prevention of such returns of ruin and misery,
as startle and‘almost terrify every man of an inde-.
pendent condition in society, into a resolution to

quit a country where there seems-solittle that is

stable, so little safe, and nothmO* peaceable, no-

thing quiet. For if these alternatlons of extensive,

but unsound trading, and their -accompanying

‘habits of extravagant expenditure and luxurious
living, amongst both the employers and employed,
-according -to thelr different situations equally im-

prudent -and profuse, and which have most mis-
takenly been deemed unexampled prospemty,

are to become the settled and habitual condition of
the - country, Wlth succeeding seasons of such
times as the present, the sooner the prudent and
peaceable part of the, commumty, that has it in its
power to do so, (that part whmh constitutes the
the middle rank at least) seeks a safer retreat in
some other and distant region, the better.

A countly covered with crowded facto-
ries, regulated as to morals, fores1ght and prud-
ence, as the nearly mnumerable factories of Eng—
land have been for the last five years, is not ex-

“actly a country: covered with SO many seminaries. of

bane and evil, because there are still amongst this
congregated mass some, who- amidst the general
pollution of these hot-beds- of demoralization, -and

corr upt tr ammg, are pr udent and des1rable Jpeoples*

® It cannot be thought thas the factory system of manfacturmo'
has yet attained its full sweep of immorality-—a great-many:of the elder

class of workmen. yet remain, who were brought.up and had- arrived at

manhood under the domestic system ; the better part of these are not
to be corrupted to the condition - that those -exhibit who entered a
factory as soon as they were at all able to be put to labour—these
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_but, notw1thshndm<v such exception, in point of
p1 udence at least,above all other things, the general
bulk of the Workpeople of these phces, are the
most unhappy and culpable 1ace, that ever ex1sted
m. a civilized country. o '

T ‘speak from my own knowledO‘e, when I
asselt that the workmen, &e. employed in the ma-
nufactories of Yorkshire, have had such’an oppor-
tunity of sparing and saving, (and that with ease to
themselves) during the extensive commerce with
which this ‘country has been filled, towards their
own ‘support, under such an adverse change as has
now " taken place, ‘as working people never had
since manufactures were est"tbhshed amonost man-
kind.

dreds in the different factories were, and are now,
( when employed) for a first-rate workman, from
90s. to 30s. and to 32s. and 34s. a week; and when
their famlhes of children are employed with them,
in -m_any cases the better hands obtaln, tocrether

may “almost be sald to "have sucked in 1mpru(lent hahlts and
vice - wrth their mother’s milk; at least they have . been plunged
amongst them as soon as they could perceive and discriminate.
No one but him who remembers the old family domestic system of
children working under the eyes of their parents in their own
houses, and who appreciates the difference between them and those
who ‘are: daily shut .in with the crowd of the factory, can form an
estimate ~of the loss that that change has produced to the morals
of Great Britain ; and is the country generally any richer,
much less any happier for it?  Let: »the plesent scenc of unexam-
pled. insolvency and misery answer the .question!! - '

The Wages of these: men, wmkmg by hun-

’pound
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with: such children, 50s. a week ; but I know and.
can point out around: me, families, and that not a
few, - consisting of -an .able-bodied father, - and a
couple’ of sons from 16 .to:21 years old, with a
wife, and 'two " or three 'younger children,’ who
could. altogether «clear’ in-wages,  for months’ and
years in contmuance, not less. than four pounds ten
shllhngsaweek et T e

*Scarcely any of these people have saved a
shlllmg ; they have lived in a klnd of profuse rlot,
and are now in want! : : AP

" The: writer of’ this has been concerned in com-
inerce himself, -and has mest particular reason to
remember, that about forty years ago, the very best
Hands then to be found in-the manufactory, were

: employed at the constant. and settled.rate of six.

shillings :a week, for years together ; inferior: hands
had proportlonably, according to theéir-ability, less ;
indeéd wages were never higher than that scale,’ _tlll
after the introduction of machinery. .

~ Wheat at that time generally - ﬂuctuated in
price from five shillings to-six shillings-a- bushel—
beef and mutton ‘were ‘from threepence “halfpenny
to fivepence .a pound.. ‘Wheat here, during " the
time that . people have been -eaining the wages
stated above, for the last five years, has fluctuated
from eight to nine ‘shillings a bushel, and butchers’
meat has been from sevenpence to elo‘htpence a

It is therefore demonstxated that these men
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have had an ' opportunity of easily saving more

riioney during their late prosperlty, than:their fa-
thers had both toliveupon, and tosave from also :

~and- those fathers, I"again’ speak from “my. own

knowledge, neverexperienced onestenth. part of
the'distress that thesespeople- are ‘cotitinually: fall-
ing intos only because! they. were:inere :in ‘the
habit of endeavouring to save, and-lay up some-

‘thing; whenever they found an opporturityarise, to
do so, and did not comparatively look to the poor s

rates as the men of these days do. .

18 it then, in-these times; to-be. con51dered as
a: concomltant ‘circumstance; ' to ‘be’ pernianently
and inseparahly connegted with the condition-of a
manufact\iri'hg community;: that:they -are to- earn

.larger» wages. than any other description. of artisans

in the world ;. to live on an expénsive and: impru-
dent seale, while in employment; and - the momeént
that-some-unfavourable change oecurs, (which al-
ways was, and always will. be' the case with trade
and commerce, ) that they are then to be support-
ed by g‘eheral and extensive subsoriptions, laige in

amount;- from. every: generous- individual.-unac-

quiinted with their deserts, their morals, and. their.

habits, collected from the most distant: cornersof the
kmgdom in all directions ? ~And, added to which,

are they-also to consume the: friits 6f the frugality
and- prudence of men of their own rank in life, or- of
others near unto it, but of different occupations to
them ?—are they.to sack the hard-earned, but still

9

small accumulations of the little farmer ?—are they
immediately to eatup the savings of better-disposed
and. ‘better-condueted people, whose prudent pro-
vision for their own neeessities - in that day of -ad-
versity, which: comes in-one- degree or another toall,
and-‘which has led them to exercise the virtues, of
economy . sobriety,: care, - and: foresight ?»—19 this
vice of thoughtless. 1mprudence, ‘when it has run
its own career; to assail all the fruits of the endea-
vours- of. virtuous discretion, by an indiseriminate.
attack upon the poor’s rates? = If this is-te be
the permanent - situation ~of the manufacturing
classes, their very establishment is a curse both to -
themsélves, and especially to their neighbours, and
to the country in general; and better. would it
really be, that Lord Liverpool’s- very inconsiderate

‘intimation to the deputation that attended upon

him .some few years back, respecting the tax on
wool; : was- the fact; for he is reported -to have
answered, viz.: that “it" was no matter if half
their trade was in: the midst of- the sea, for it

seemed - to him to breed nothing but sedition and

poor’s rates” On the-contrary, I say the evil
may- be easily. remedied, and . these manufac-

turers as easily  preserved from dl,.btress, and from
‘bemg a burthento themselves or:to any body else.

~And the question: only: is—How is this to be
done ?—TIs it to be believed that men have any
just ‘reason for being unavmdably, every four or
five years, in a state of uncontrollable distress-—

/
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men who in general are earning such wages as
I have aheady stated—wages out of which, were

their labits and dispositions - those of sobllety,

economy, and - pmdent self-denial, ‘they ‘might, -

with llttle exception, have accumulated enough in
two years ‘wherewith to maintain themselves a
third year ‘without work: if it should so happen
that any unfavourable change, in so short a revolu-
tion, subjected them to such a privatien of em-
ployment and “which ‘in the course of five years,

the term which they have now enjoyed of unin- .
feuupted prosperity, would have the effect, had ‘

they commbon discretion, to raise three out of four
of them, into a station® above that of -a workman,

- and to bring them into a.class of tradesmen and

masters, probably-soon as extensively.and.credit-

ably so, as most of their employers themselves. |
‘One of the: compenen't elements in the causes

of their wages beéing so high, is the consideration

of their employbeing liable to mtenuptlons, being:

irregular, and in a degree, uncertain ; was it as sure,
as 1egula1, and as lasting as that -of the husband-

‘man, I have no question in my mind, but that

their wages would presently sink to nearly the
same level, with an allowance, perhaps, for its some-
what want of equal salubrity. YRR N

And, if circumstances render it the unav01d-
able nature of trade to withdraw itself, for a time,

every two or three years, but also to furnish those_
who are as workmen suppmtcd by it, with suffi-
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cient remuneration in two years wherewith to sus-

‘tain - themselves 'in necessary comfort - by. good

management and prudent economy, during that
season also, when employment forsakes them, it is.
the bounden duty of these men so to live, as ‘to

make their inconstant, but-abundant wages, afford
them an even aid regulated support, instead -of
living in riot for one while, and then for the rest
falling into destitution ‘and want, and. usmg ‘into

Aoutrage and tumult, and under an exposure to fa-

mine, making a genelal invasion on the: poor’s .
rates: the true character of -which conduct is, that
reckless imprudence -shall needlessly consume its
own sufhclent means, and then be' countenanced
in fallm@ plomlscuously upon those of other men.

~And it is the Poor- Laws, and they alone
looking forward to, and depending upon which,
that bereave these people of all thoughts of
ever plov1dmg for ' .the -common ch'mges and
exigencies of life; while these rates are’ suffered
to continue an acknowledged provision for able-
bodied men and their families, of profligate
habits, or even .of careless imprudent expen-
siveness of conduct, there can never exist any
prospect of such people, let their earnings be what
they may, (the more the worse for prudence, it is -
found) ever being otherwise when their work' is
mtenupted than in immediate distress.

- Abolish, or rather no longer continue to mis-
construe thesc pernicious and ruinous laws, that
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«form a -pestilent Demoralization, which inter-
cepts in its growth, and worm-eats and destroys

-every gérm of prudence in the scale and habits of .

their living and -expenditure; put down, I say,
thls ﬂagltxous and dlshonest nulsance, conslstmg
means, and the Workmen of factones, ana others
around them, now wholly influenced by their ex-
ample, will instantly begin to return to the eco-
nomical, beneficial, and Ppraise-worthy rules that
governed their forefathers, under the domestic sys-
tem of manufacturing—rules of living, and habits
-of expending, under which, with-a quarter of these
people’s means, they were gradually, but con-
stantly, providing for the common reverses of life,
and rearing up a daily provision for the unavoid-

~-able necessities of old - age, and fox the winter of

their days. - : o

- T would here premise, and fa1 be it from - the
thoughts of the writer of thisaddress to proceed
without openly and voluntarily declaring, that he
conceives it a duty incuambent on this, and on
-every society of rational beings—a duty both to
God and Man—not to suffer any individual what-
-ever, to undergo the distresses of contmued hunger

and extreme want, who can plainlyand fairly make :

out a case showing that he has exerted all moral
and practicable endeavours, or'indeed a fair and vir-
4uous proportion of those habits, to try to make
:a provision from his income against reverses in his
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condition, or that he has had no possible opportu-
nity of doing so; - who can show that the pressure
of the hardships and unfortunate circumstances of
life have sat so close, and so heavily upon him, as
to have rendered sueh efforts impracticable. There
are many cases, no doubt, where this is the fact,
arising from ill health, mental insufficiency, or the
different untoward casualties of life; but, not-
withstanding that, such cases never make any
great proportion of the general mass of distress :
nor, I venture to say, would they ever go long un-
redressed or unremedied ; indeed, to use the words
of the Committee of the House of Commons on

~ the Poor Laws, of 1819, I may say, *such real

and true objects of charity would cost the nation
but little to maintain, and support them, and it is
to be doubted they have the least sharein the pub-
licreliefs.” These truly have been seldom known
to press hard, either upon the generority of public
subscription, or on the poor’srates ; and this is the
only class of cases arising amongst the able-bodied,

that is entitled either:legally,'or morally to susten-

tation from the fruits of other men’s prudence. -

. The factory system has more. than doubled
and trebled the wages-of these distressed men, has
congregated them in vicious masses; and has dis-
pelled their fathers’ honest disdain of parish relief;
and, generally: speaking, has dissipated and dispel-
led all economical dispositions, all moral restric-

 tions on expense, and want and destxtutlon,
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misery, outrage, tumult, and death are the resulis.
“ Nullum Numen adest, si non sit Prudentia.”
And, instead of statesmen and lemslatms as-

81st1ng to destroy their dependance on the baneful -
habits of pauperism, what do we find?. We hear |

the prime minister -of England answering, at the
very outset of the discussions respecting them—

“ That they have, however, the poor’s rates to re-

sort to”— God forbid,” says another noble lord,
¢ that they should not have them to resort to.”

A third reiterates that, the benefits which the coun-
try w111 now reap from the Poor Laws is enough
to. reconcile him for : ever ‘to- their: worst conse-

quences”—and this passes current in debate and is ~

disseminated over the whole empire as the stand-
ing law of the land, and thus in an instant are the
whole ‘of the well-founded propositions and salu-

tary explanations, which ‘were stated and-urged
by the-Committees appomted by Parliament on the

Poor: Laws, denying that the relief of the able-
bodied poor, as they are- called rested upon any
law, and asserting that such- expenditure of the

rates was, on the contrary; opposed to all law, are |

. set aside, and the old misconstructions ‘and perni-

cious . practices under these laws, are returned: to,

and reinstated in full force.

- ~In contradiction,’ howeve1 to this asser tlon of

» L01vd; Liverpool, :that ¢ they have the poor’s rates
to. resort to,” I assert most' decidedly -and most
directly, that @hey have not the pqolj?’s rate to resort

15

10: that for them no such rates exist, and that Lord

~ Liverpool has just as much law to support him in

recommending the bulk of these people to therents
of the Duke of Bedford’s estate, or to the rents of
any other estate in the kingdom, as to the poor’s
rates; and before he again asserts,  that they

have, however, the poor’s.rates to resort to,” let .

Lord Liverpool point out the statute - and the
clause in any of the ancient Acts of Palhament
by which the  relief of tke able-bodwd poor, with

or without families, are stated to make any part of
the . original system of the Poor Laws; and. then -

let him show by what statute, and by what clause
of ‘that, statute, an ¢ order of maintenance,” from
any authority whatever, is valid, without it ad-

judges the palty seeking relief to be impotent as

well as poor.” - If thus stands the more ancient law
on the subJect of . these able-bodied, impr udent ap-
phcants, thus 1ecommended by the prime: mlmstel
of Great Britain to it for support, let us see how
recent enactments supp01t their, claims. We find
that the Act 59 Geo. 1II. cap. 12, sec. 1, which
constitutes select vestries, and whlch is the last
statute of any importance made respecting the
poor and its system. of laws,. dlrects, “ that: every
such - select vestry is. theleby empoweled and re-
quired to take into consideration Zhe. c/&amcter and
conduct .of the . poor person to be . relieved, and
shall be at 11berty to distinguish & in the. velief to be
gxanted between the deserving and the adle, ewtm—

L.
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vagant, and profligale poor,, and such select vestry
shall make orders int wutmg for such 1e]1ef as ﬂzey
shall think requisite.”’

. The second section of this act may very. plo- \

bably be thought torendef the powel to reject these
peoples claims to relief at least more disputable,
but it only does so at first sight ;. for the magis-
trates are there restricted  to have reference to

| the- character and conduct of the apphcant ” in
; vestmg them, ‘therefore, with a power to deny re-
lief so sought, and of course conferiing no posi-

tive right .on - 'such-applicants  to any thing more
than the maglstrates re-consideration. .
‘But I will here transcribe afi extract from: the
Report of the €ommittee of thie House of Com-
mons on. those laws, Whlch sat in 1819, with My,
Sturges Bourrie, 1 beheve, at thetr head The 1a-
bours of whlch Commlttee, the sound, legal “anid
extensive views which they took of pansh relief to
able-'bodled workmen, neéver  hds, and scarcely
(espec1ally had' ‘they beern followed up: W1th the

legislation thereby recommended) ‘ever cad ‘be
© repaid; with ‘sufficient: gratltude

Begging fii'st,
howevex, to ask the questlon,—Whether afiy per-
son Whie has read these  veports, and who now réeads
Ford leelpool’s speeche&, can be’ persuaded ‘thiat
that moble lord, and sagacious ‘inister ever - saw
them, (and yet they were suppoSed at the titiie' to
ushier forth the sentlments, ahd’ féélmgs of govel.‘n-
ment on the subJect of the Poor Laws) or, havmg
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read them, that he has not done what is equally
blameable in having driven them entirely from his
mind, or in recommending such able-bodied oper-
atives as I am treating of, to have recourse to the
poor’s rates, (bending’ I suppose to what he con-
ceives a strong necessity) he does not act contrary
to his own secret, but. acknowledged conscious-
ness of what is rlght ‘

The Report then made by the Commlttee,

above alluded to- runs thus — S
«The further con31derat10n of the laws for

the relief of the poor, and of the practical appli-

cation of them, has tended to confirm in the opi-
nion of your Committee the correctness of that
view of the subject which was taken by the Com-
miftee in the year 1817, and the soundness of the
principles which were then stated in their report.

¢ To that document, therefore; your commit-

tee would rather refer, than repeat a detailed
svtater'nent"of the evil, which must be necessarily
inherent in any system which undertakes to pro-
vide for the indigent by a compulsory contribution
from the funds accumulated by the industry of
others, and of the aggravation of that evil by a
lax or mistaken execution of the law. 'The con-
sideration that upwards of two’ centunes had elap-
sed since the system was - established, that it had
operated in the mean time, and latterly, with aug-

mented force, upon the habits, the pursuits, the .

feelmgs, and the social economy of a lalge class of
B A
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" the community, induced that committee to at-

tempt to correct -in-the fir st instance the adminis-
tration: of the- law, and to consider such means as
might, by their- gradual operation, effect a tran-
sition to a better order of things, and revive those
habits of industry- and firugality, which a reliance
upon an mdlsm iminate parish suppmt must neces-
sauly impair.” S Sl
“¢.They, consequently, recommended to the
House, and the legislature has since enacted vari-
ous prov1s1ons for the better administration of this
system.- “Regulations have been prescr ibed for the
conduet of :parish vestries, with a view of secur-.
ing a more efficient control over that. expenditure,
Whlch is become so large in its'amount, as to re-
quire the vigilant attent on of those mostinterested
in the welfare of the parish. . It has also speually
en301ned that both the. select vestry and magis-
trates; in determining the nature and quantity. of
relief required in particular cases, shall take into
‘their consideration: the character and conduct of
the apphcant in order that the same measure of
relief may not be extended to-the. wants. arising
from unavoidable misfortune, on the one hand, and
from idleness and: extravagance -on -the .other;
bemg important that the express words of the. law
should leave the duty of- such dzscrzmmatzon no
longel doubtful” - : :
0 «.By such p10v1s10ns, and more espemally by
‘the establishment -of select vestries and assistant
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overseers, your committee . is sanguine - in . its
hopes that the ‘mischief resulting from the reli-
ance on- parish _support;,‘; may be in some degree
palliated, and that the loose and -careless adminis-
tration of the law, by which it has been aggxa-
vated, will be essentially corrected.” ORI
“ But . this.is not all that your commlttee.
deems requisite to secure the kingdom from- the,
calamities that must attend the continued progress..
of this evil,; and it does not belleve that such secu-
rity . can ,be, obtained, as.long as by.an erroneous
construction  as your' committee believes, :of ‘the
act of Klizabeth, paris‘hes..arev-,snppo,sed liable to
be called upon to effect ‘the impracticable purpose
of finding employment for all who may at any
time require _it. - It believes the ill consequences
which have arisen from this practice are most pal- .
pable, and most mischievous, and your committee
is therefore particularly  anxious to recal the most.
serious. attention of the House to  this construc-
tion, which has been put plactlcally on thls palt
of the statute.” : : ~
oo Pecumaly 1e11ef seems 1nd1e.putably to have
been only contemplated by this act for the lame,
impotent, old, blind, and such other among t them
being. poor, and not able to work, and also for put-
ting out: children to be apprentices; but the direc-
tion: to set to work " all ' persons having no means
to maintain them, and using no ordinary or daily
trade of life to get their hvmg by, has been. acted
B2 :
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upon, asif it were a clear authority for requiring
the parish to find employment for all who want
it. The committee of 1817 questioned the sound-
ness of this construction, &e. &c.

“ The further consideration and investigation of

this subject has confirmed itsopinion; for your

committee is not aware that the courts of law have
at any time, construed the act according to this

“practice, ‘indeed the decision referred to in the

former report (1817, page 20), in which it was
held, that an order of maintenance is not valid,
without it adjudges the party seeking relzef to be
émpotent, leads to an opposite conclusion.” ,
If reference be also had to the authority of

early writers, or to those who in modern times,

have bestowed the most attention on this subject,
the same inference would follow. 1In a work,
which has been lately cited by an able anonymous
author, entitled « a Description of England by W.

Harrison,” and which, as published in the Chroni-

cles of Hollinshed, is brought down to the year
1586, it is stated, that the poor are divided into
threé sorts ; so that some are poor by impotency,
as the fatherless child, the aged, blind, or lame,
and the diseased person that is judged to be in-
curable: © The second are poor by casualty, as- the
wounded soldier, the decayed householder, and
the sick person visited with grievous, and  painful
diseases. The third consisteth of - thriftless poor;
as the rioter that hath consumed all, &c &c., and
finally the rogue, &c. o
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- “'The two first sorts, that is to say; the poor
by impotency, and the poor by casualty, are the
true poor indeed, for whom the Word doth bind
us to make some dally provision, &c.” '

But to come nearer to our own times, and to
the most laborious, ‘copious, and valuable work on
this subject, we find the opinion of the judici-
ous and unprejudiced author of *the State of
the poor,” expressed in the followmg decided
terms - ; S o

“ From the language of various statutes con-
cerning the poor which passed durmg the reign of

‘Queen Elizabeth, and which being in pari mate-

1i4, explain each other, either in matter of law»
or illustrate each other in matter of fact, it may
fairly - be -implied to prove that the relief of the
able bodied poor, with or without families, was
no part of the original system of the Poor Laws.

The 3rd of Will. and Mary, c. 11. §. 11. corrobor-

ates this idea, which is put out of doubt by the
preamble to 8. and 9. Will. and Mary, e. 30, §. 2,
to the end, that the money raised only jfor the
relief of such as are as -well impotent as pbor,
may not be mlsapphed &e. &e.

‘What is said in this report in- demal of thele
bemg any law to compel pamshes to find employ-
ment for able bodied applicants, does not apply
much to the occurrences of just the present crisis;
the:amount and liberality of the national subscrip-

‘tions have rendered -such- demands unnecessary, at

least Jor a little while; but what is of thekh‘igh-
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est’ impm tance, is* the ‘convincing demonstration,
which ‘the quotations aﬁ'md that the pretended
right - of able ‘bodied persons - with; *‘or * withotit
families, to paush relief, "(now - blought forward,
and ‘recommended by Lord Liverpool, the first
Lord of ‘the’ Tleasury of ‘Great Butcun) is not
sanctioned - by, nor to be found m any Statute, or
'Law of England R ' '
- And "does ‘Lord L1ve1pool siippose that there
“will not be found men, who, seeing as they did
see, in 1818 and 1819, ‘the ‘whole value and pro-
duce of ' their property absorbed by the ‘poor’s
rates; and ‘knowing also how little law there i is,
upon the support and strength of which, to com-
mit this indire¢t robbery, upon the slender sav-
ings and propel ty of prudence, who. will refuse to
submit ‘to such unlawful 1ev1es, even- though it
should be pleaded, * that they are the usage (the
wrongful usage) of centuries.” and W]ll Magls-

trates assembled in petty sess1ons, ‘grant watrants

to enforce’ dlstresses upon the means of’ those who
refuse to pay such  rates, and for such- purposes?
~ will the Court of King’s Bench, althouO‘h it has
already evaded the law on: the' questlon of parish
relief, to' able bodied apphcants, in- the case re-
cently brought before it, of Rex . Collins ;
will it follow up that" vacﬂlatlon by confir ming on
a-certiorari; any -such process “of ‘the local Tnagis-
trate? Even if all thlb s done, there willy 1
trust, be found a method and the means too, of
redress. e ' AR

“to Lord Liverpool does yet present;
to set at defiance the unthinking misconstructions
“and pervers1ons of any set of ‘men, however hlgh
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! : & . / 4,
“The district Magistracy - may naturally, tho’

“not perhaps altogether, be expected to refuse tosup-

port the wholesome line of conduct, however con-
sistent with law, pointed out by the Committees of

“the Houseof Commons, either becausethey will not
“or dare not defend the law against the perversion of

practice, sanctioned by the approval of such men
as Lord Liverpool, &e. &c.; certainly: this in
them is perhaps to be looked for, though they
ought to be as independent, and as fearless in the
execution of - their ‘duties, as men-of any rank,
and have no occasion to be otherwise; and when
standmg upon, and’ supportmg the law of Eng-
land against such-a pernicious departure there-

‘from,  as the general mismanagement' of - the Poor

Laws has presented in ‘their execution, and thanks
they ought

their rank in life may be.

T hope the discerning spirit of D1 Chalmers
will not let go altogether unpublished to the
world, what he thinks of Lord Liverpool’s late re-

commendation of the multitudes of manufa'ctura

ers, starving not from necessity, ‘but from impro-
vidence, to the poor’s rates, in'a mass. I hope:that

“such estimates of the poor laws ashe, Mr. Stur=

ges Bourne, Mr. Malthus, and others have made,
and. " which have - enllghtened - purified, <

stlengthened the mind of every genuine patrlot
in the land, on the score of this nmsance, will
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lead them ‘again not to rest, without at this'time

~ publishing - their opinion, on the justice of - the

claim of workmen, who have earned and obtained
ampler means of maintenance, than any other
operatives upon earth, to the scanty reserves,
‘made by all degrees of othér men’s prudence, and
of the wisdom too, of these extensive, and well-
meant subscriptions, but whose principle and
consequences both, must be identified with those
of the Poor Laws, in their moral effects upon the
social economy of the manufacturing classes, and
who may hereafter be deceived and disappointed
in relying upon a continuance of this generosity,

- and a recurrence of the like liberality, when their

deserts and claims.to it, are better, and more ex-
tensively understood. .. The public which sub-
scribes so bounteously, would do. well to observe
how - inconsiderable are the subscriptions among
the affluent, and people of property in the districts
where the workmen reside, and of course where

their condition and deserts, are- more bottomly and '

perfectly understood.

It is, however, scarcely meanf by thls, that the
improvident weaver or spinner who haslived in a
kind of riot for the last five years,and who has week-
ly and monthly exhausted the last shilling of hisun-
precedented earnings, should be at this time . stop-
ped inhispassage to the fruitsof hisneighbour’s fru-
galityandsaving. No; till the Government has fair-
Iy and publicly told him, and warned him by a gen-
eral enactment to that purpose, thatif he persists in
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neglecting to make provision during the seasons of
full employment, and ample wages, for the: con-
stant reverses, common to his condition and line
of life, (and. indeed almost common to every con-
dition)- he must be left to the consequences of his
strange improvidence ; till it has openly said by
legislating on. the poor laws, in the way recom-
mended by the committees on that subject, of 1817
and 1819, that he has no support to. expect frormn
them in his éxigence, when that shall arrive, after
having wasted his own sufficient means, and after
having neglected - to husband them, for the pur-
poses of support; in the coming days of change
and adversity ; while the governing powers do-not
do this, while the praectice of the country is re-
commended to continue, that into which it has de-
clined, while the expressions of legislators, and
the apathy of statesmen, thus give him full range
for expecting to be sustained when out- of work,

. by the destructive system of parish relief, to which

he has always looked down, and now to added
subscriptions, to which he will also, hereafter, con-
tinue to look. Under these circumstances, and
while this is not done, can we wonder that this
spread of improvidence should continue to exist;
and to increase ? and may not -sophistry: with
much plausibility assert the hardship -and injustice
even, of stopping him in his way; either to the
alms basket- of the subscriber, or in his depreda-
tions on the poor’s rates. :

The- 1Sbumg of .Jocal notes by every - trades-
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man who has temporary - credit enough to enable

him to pass them, in ever so limited a circle, and

“that by every banker. of this sort, “who can ‘write

his‘own name ; and by abundance of -such bankers
who cannot even do that * is neither more nor
less than granting every indigent, but imprudent-

‘ly ambitious, and aspiring man,—the tolerated ;

for it is so morally wrong, that I will not call it
the lawful means :—the permission then, to raise
up out of nothing, but an unnatural and abused
credit, a seeming capital, on which to set up for

“a man .of affluence, and extensive business, and

which when crowned, and completed by asudden-
ly expensive, and luxurious' style of 11v1ng, will
never fail to bring on these frequent occurrences of
bankruptey, decay of trade, and interruption of
employment, from all which, inevitably fellow the
distresses of which we have been treating.

The local note system, I say, generates in-
solvency with a power 'so prolific, as cannot be,
and as never was equalled by any other set of -cir-
cumstances, for first it tempts the issuer thereof
in ‘order to extend the realizing of interest from a
nonentity, to supply men with seeming capital,
who were never in - fit circumstances to have had
any, and that for speculative and vague purposes;
and who by any capacity, or efforts of their own,
would nevér have been able to have acquired any,

‘or to. have . lifted themselves from out of that

"% Some Iudicrous instances of this might be specified.

27
million mass, “which nevel entelt.uns fmy such
thought as that of aspnmg to any.
- TFor instance, an ms1gmﬁcant manufacturer,
probably already insolvent, grows by little ‘and
little imprudent, and dal"ing enough to erect for
the pm pose of puttlno to experiment, some san-

- guine-theory ; a most extensive factory bulldmg,

lie must have five, or perhaps ten thousand pounds
for this design ; he offers his paper note banker,
securlty on the premises, and bulldmg which he'is
aiming to erect ; this is deemed a solid, adviseable
tlan_sactmn, in which there can be no risk for the
banker, for there is’ good security tendered : ‘'why

‘refuse 1;6 ad*{ahce the notes, they cost néxt to no-
thing, and will produce five per cent. to the lender,

and advance greatly the interest of both parties:
bofh borrower and lender in the mean whlle, live,
(as they lave a right to do ) as men of some Wealth

and capltal

A panic suddenly sweeps over the land ; the
notes pour in like a hail shower, upon the banker,
to be exchanged for sovereigns: he never received

‘any thing téngible for them, and has little to take
‘them up with ; he stops payment and f'uhng, his

assignees presently require reimbursement from the

factory owner on account of his debt” and’ mort-
‘gage ; he has nothing - but his mill to show for -

them, no money can now be raised upon it, at a

second place, ‘at allj he’ £00 stops payment, and
sairenders his property to be sold, for perhaps half
'its original cost, and thus all sides go to destruc-
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tion and poverty, as a matter of - course ; but they
had both shone very bright for a while, had swelled
and thriven, till smitten, (what a pity) by the
blast of the panic, and of such, wasina great mea-
sure made up the late ¢ unexampled prosperity.”

. No man formerly, (fifty years ago, and less
than that) could rise otherwise than gradually,
into extensive capital, and a superior' scale of
business : it is the part of wholesome government

to keep every thing in commerce, but solid tran-

sictions under restrictions: it' did this, till the
sera - of the Bank Restriction Act, that is,- till the
year 1797, by suppressing. paper money, and of
course -bubble companies ; and - in those times, an

extensive commercial business, : carried . on by a

number of partners, or by a single individual, was
identical with a corresponding strength -of capital,
and with an equivalent extent of solid wealth :
the exact reverse has been exhibited in our late
paper money times, and has been accompanied
with consequences, most meetly correspondent and
appropriate. - o
But to return to the situation of the opera-
tives. A stranger to the country, if he saw these
demonstrations of uncommon distress produced

hereby, and these fearful tumults resulting there-

from, the moment that the manufacturers of Eng-
land are out of employ : would mnaturally ask, at
‘what unjust, and unfair rate of wages have these
men been worked ? That it should have been so
utterly out of their power to set apart any thing

o
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for their sustentation, during an unfavonrable
change taking place in -their occupations, for ever
so short a time: what scanty remuneration have

* they been obliged to exchange their toil, and their

industry for, that this should be their immediate
condition, the instant that their employment re-
ceives the least check ? How surprised would he
then be, to be told, that these men have earned,

. and .obtained more money, and more money’s

worth on an average, as the recompense and re-
turn for their endeavours, than any other class of
men that live: by labour; and that surprise might
be still: further heightened, by being told, that
those who generally acquire the highest earnings,
are found afterwards to be those who undergo in
times of reverse, and want of work, the severest
privations, and the greatest degree of distress.. ..

. The operatives in manufacturing, I have said,
earn on.an average, some 20s, ; some 25s.; some
30s. ; some 35s. a week ; no doubt there are many
inferior hands, who never reach. any of these
amounts : but we will beg to lay these out of the
question -for a while,. because .in a discussion of
this kind,. we cannot descend to particular cases,
but must speak of the bulk, otherwise.there are
families, whom the writer knows, : who live near
him,  consisting of an. able bodied father, with a
couple of up-grown sons, and two. or more younger
children, who, as has been -already stated, can
make four pounds, in many instances four pounds
ten shillings a week, and.have done. it for the last
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four; or-five years, to the very day on which they proportion of 25s. to be deducted and withdrawn
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turned -out for higher wages, last summer ; a family
of this exact description, which lives at very little
distanice . from  the writer, has undergone more
want than any other family that has come under
his observation : the father is in the Infirmary,
occasioned not unlikely by a r evalsion; from vul-
gar luxury, and - repletlons, to want and starva-
tion : the oldest son is lately liberated from the
house of correction, - having yserved his -three
‘months at. the tread-mill, for being no. longer
able to ‘discharge his. bastardy score with the
parish, and the. rest of the family are suffering
in some. similar degree.  Another family. whose
earnings have not been qulte so. much, has, by

an opposite line of conduct, accumulated, during

~ the same space of time, about a couple of hun-
dred pounds. : ‘ o

- Let.us, then, forgettmg the two last and all

such cases, take the average of .the four first num-

bers, which gives 27s. 6d.a week for the wages of

an able-bodied spinner, weaver, or raiser of blank-
ets, or. other description of woollens:. - Weavers,

however, let it be granted, are. said not to .get

quite so. much, therefore, to make any concession

that can be desired, we will put this average. at

from the ratio of his earnings, which subduction |
will leave him 20s. 10d, a week, which if he is .
resolved to accumulate and save nothing ultimate-
ly, he may consider himself (still, I think, with
the exception of such seasons of sickness or.bad

‘accidents) fairly entitled to spend, without incur-

ring the disgrace and danger of having to subsist
one-sixth part of his time, on subscriptions,. or

_parish rates; nor do I hesitate to add, that if, in-

stead of 20s..10d.a week, he had had ten shillings
a week, with a more assured regularity, he would
have been, in nine instances out of ten, brought up
with - habits, that Would have ensured to h1m a.
never-failing competency. T
.The servants in agriculture earn,  some . of
them :9s., some  12s., and some 15s. per week;
there may be particular cases, lower or higher, on
both sides of the enumeration, but we cannot do
fairer than take them at 12s. a week on an aver-
age* We never hear of these paroxysms of
distress and outrage amongst them; they live,

-and rise up from childhood, to manhood, and lead

their lives, in comparative comfort, and quiet.
What can be the reason of this? Their means
for . support fall = strikingly short of those of

95s. a week, instead -of 27s..6d.. And we will' the distressed manufacturing artisan, whether in
next allow, which .is pretty near the: fact, that - woollen, or cotton. But the reason is plain'.and
such workman is one-sixth part of his time out of '
employment—for . there - is : ‘sometimes  sickness,
casualties, &c.—this will necessarily require such-
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i *® Smce wntmg the above, 1 have met w1th some mformauon
8 that inclines me to think that this’ average is now somewhat too hlgh
for-servants in agriculture. . :
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obvious: the habits of the one, are those of - eco-
nomy and steadiness; those. of the other are
made up of costly indulgences, of constant scenes
of drmkmg-—-perhaps not to the extent always, or
even often, of disqualifying intoxication, but of
that repeated unnecessary drinking, and vulgarly
luxurious expensive eating and living, that form
their boast of doing in that respect almost as well,
or better, than folks of a little estate. This is the
vaunt so often: heard among their foolish mates.
This consumes every penny of their large comings
in. While the tide of trade flows briskly the
work seems constant, its pay is high, and no
calculatlons are made in expenditure, no. self-
denial, so much as thought of, yet all saving
almost, is the fruit of self-denial, especially, all
beginnings to save; and such saving, three times
out of four, is found the first foundation of exten-
sive wealth, even, no provision is deemed. at all
necessary for a time of failing employment; the
week consumes its productions; and should it so
happen, that any one of better, more moral, and
more prudent turn of mind, intimates any impro-
priety or risk in all this ; it is considered, as meant
only by way of insult ; and when a sudden change,
and with it a reverse in circumstances overtakes
such: people; they are then found to have nourished
habits and dispositions which suit not at all with
their real state, and condltlon, and they are then
plunged instantly in- the utmost extremity of
‘distress: we see what outrages immediately fol-
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low ; and these are the alternations in° which low
extravagance, senseless imprudence, and blind
thoughtlessness, pass their days in this changeful
world ; in which one of the best moralists that

‘éver wrote, has said, long before paper money

times had arrived, that ¢ there is no prosperity
without a reverse;’’ ¢ no soil in which the seeds
of alteration are not every where sown.” ~ Change
and alteration are most partieularly, indeed, inter-
woven in the affairs, upon which these people are
dependent, so that they seem the least capable of
all others of sustaining the consequences of i 1mpru-
dence, ‘and yet practise nothing else. V
If the great question then be how to save
them from distress ? that question is nething else,
than how to render them more prudent! And
the first, and assuredly the principal, step towards
that is to deprive them, when next again in work
and prosperily, of all expectations hereafter,
founded on the poor’s rates. For while the sup-
position of that resource remains, all other mea-
sures are aschaff, or as the wind that is passing
by ; and in vain you load them with money from
generous subscriptions, it serves but to increase
their leanings towards mendicity, and to aggra-
vate the imprudent waywardness of their minds.

" Lord Liverpool, with an air ever sombre, and
dull, indeed, but which was meant to convey an
impression of great nicety, and sagacity in making
a distinction, put his decided negative on all pro-
positions for sending sums of money, drawn from

c
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the regular revenue of the state, to the seats of

manufacturing distress; his expression was, ¢ from
the public purse;”” but, in the same breath, joined
in . thanking God, that ¢ there were the poor’s
rates for them to resort to.”” May I be allowed to
to ask, out of what purse are the. poor’s rates
drawn ? Tt was always supposed that they formed
a public parish purse! and of what articles are
kingdoms made up and composed P Of parishes
and -townships I take it.. But the mass of the
‘poor’s rates are not raised from the pockets of men
of Wéalth. So much the worse for the statesman’s
argument, or rather his feelings ; for too. great a
massof the poor’s rates are wrung fromthestraitened
circumstances and impoverished fare of hard work-
ing prudence!  Still the principle of the grant i
in its effects precisely the same! It would, ac-
cording to Lord Liverpool, be a strikingly bad
precedent, to suffer the utmost extreme of distress
to invade the * general public purse.”” The

growing consequences of such an example can--

not bé contemplated without dismay! Right,
my Lord, correctly are you right! The feel-
ing, and the apprehension have the most assured
and autherised sanction . of discretion, of virtue!
of good sense; a never-ceasing augmentation
of increased applications would :be the infal-
lible result. - Gone from that time, for ever here-
after, would be all but the ghost of the national
revenue, if your Lordship had acceded to that

suggestion ; that revenue would from henceforward -

have been converted into one great, general poor’s
rate. But does not his Lordship see (he can-
not - do otherwise), that that part Qf - the public
purse, consisting of the parish poor’s rates, has
been conceded on the same principle of applica-
tion, and that these rates have the same effect. on
the property and condition of the middle and
lower ranks, which are weighed down by being
subjected to their never-ceasing increase, and
growth ?. yet his Lordship, the prime minister, and
in his place as a legislator, of - England, recom-
mends these unhappy levies, to the cherishing and
nourishing of these battalions of extravagance, of
thoughtlessness, ‘and all the multiplied qualities
which form the exclusive possession of the  pauper
class. - R PSS P R SO PR
1If his Lordship would condescend  to look
upon, and to weigh this contrast, he would certain-
1); find, that even ~here,_,tha~t greatest, sﬁl'ongesg
argument, against the policy of the poor’s rates
and pauper system, viz. their tendency. to increase;;
was the involuntary feeling that checked his Lord-
ship as regarded ¢ the public  purse,” would. to
God that he only felt as much for one description
of vevenue as for another ; yet to injure ourselves,
and to injure others, should not create a ~different
feeling withus, if possible. .- . . i
~ Buat T am desirous to finish this subject, and
in doing so, I will content myself with only just
« hinting, at the ll-timed concession, made to this
distyess of the present times, in yielding both the
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measures respecting the corn, and in beginning
the subscriptions, as soon as ever the sons of the
factory system, began their operations on their
master’s looms and machinery, and not before.
If it once becomes a habit to yield points, carrying
a bad policy in their train, to insurrections and
outrages, what is the rest of the community but a
conquered country P subdued by the physical force
of pauperism. Many an unthinking politician
will say, Aye, but refuse them support from the
poor’s rates, and will you not have an insurrec-
tion? The strongest reason that, of all others,
if it does exist ; I answer, why they ought to be
refused. Is England, I repeat, to be a country
subjugated by the dread of paupers? and the fear
of what they may be inclined to do, in defence of an
indirect public robbery, for such, when bestowed
on able-bodied paupers, and workmen, are the
poor’s rates. If that is to be the case, there is,
indeed, an end of property, and security in pro-
perty, for the middle ranks in England at least.
Wishing these considerations to have their due
weight with the advocates for the Poor Laws, and
with generous, but deceived subscribers to manu-

facturing distress also; I beg leave to finish with

recommending them to their notice, at least,
before they subscribe and commit themselves in

‘this way again!

June 30th, 1826.
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POSTSCRIPT.

SINCE the foregoing was written, I ﬁnd in
the Leeds Mercury, of Saturday, the Istof July, in

“an account of what passed ¢ at a public meeting”’

at Leeds, held for the relief of the unemployed
poor; the followmg sentiments on that subject, in
a speech attributed to a resident barrister -at law,

who is made to say—<* He had offered employment .
in his own township, and was surprised -to. find:
that so few applied for it, as well as that a great’
number of those who did apply were  Irishmen.
He thought that if the distress continued, some"
more = effectual mode of relief should be -de-:

vised.”’

reasoning, for it appears to me very inconclusive;

that where employment has been freely offered: to-

people out of work, and the surprise is, that so

few apply for it, that it should follow, that there-
exists a great necessity for devising other means-

for such peoples’ relief, than subscriptions, un-

equalled in point of generosity, and.in liberality .
of amount ; it seems to proveto my mind on the-
contrary, (but I really don’t wish to know much:

on such a subject) that the subscriptions are at

least for the present, equal to these people’s wants -
and support, and I think we may give them cre- -
dit for not troubling their heads much about the

future. He proceeds—
¢ The Poor Laws of this country—and God

1 w111 Jl]St stop here to notice thls kmd of :
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forbid they should ever be abolished, as he was
convinced, that no other system could be adopted
to save the poor from starvation—wanted nothing
but enf(')rcihg with proper rigour to afford perfect
relief. Bt at the present, the Poor Laws were
not adequate to the great distress : (contradictory
again :) froni thé'insuﬁ‘ivc'iency ‘of the sum raised.
« Some expedient ought to be adopted to raise a

larger swm : and none suggested itself to him, so

likely, as transferring the burthen from the occu-
pier to the owner of the land, and making it a real

property vtvax, nay,hbwei'e'r unpleasant it might

be, he believed they would be obliged to levy a
similar tax on the funds. He was much afraid
they might foresee a condition of the poor, when
such a measure would become necessary.”’
" Here we have before us traced, the descrip-
tion of the genuine progress, that pauperism is
unceasingly making ; this is the exact picture of
it, so frequently drawn by Dr. Chalmers, and " in
the reports of the committees of the legislature,
and elsewhere ; the effects of the ever-living ex-
peétation of péu’ish support is continually thus
widéning its spread, and threatening to absorb
every source of support and supply- |
The learned gentleman, although he has time
to support in this way, what he deems so excellent
a system, does not seem,. ever T take it, to have
had leisure to receive one idea on the subject,
from the veports of the committees ‘above alluded
to, or from the still more profound discussions of
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such men as Mr. Malthus, Dr. Chalmers, &c.
though I believe Dr. Chalmers has visited Leeds,
has held consultations, and made 1nquiries among
some of the principal people and townsmen there,
on the increase, and evil of the Poor Laws system,
and at the time one thought to good purpose
seemingly. The gentleman above alluded to, is
known to be a good and benevolent man ; but thisis
sad infatuation, and if such persuasions are suffered
to prevail, and if it is possible’ they should be in
any degree acted upon, Lord Liverpool may pre-
pare to'open wide his treasury doors, and new pave
or macadamize the way to the ¢ public purse,”’

for it will scon be all wanted for the barrister’s

« pew expedients,” “and when that is done, I will
venture to predict to him, that the deliverance of
these people from distress, will be as distant and
unac001np1islled as ever, even when he has raised
for them the property tax, which he looks to, and
has added to it the supply from the similar tax,
which he proposes on the funds; he will then find,
(to use the langnage of Dr. Chalmers I believe)

" ¢ that he has only acquired for his pains, a mor-
tifying increase of broiling discontent, and -un-

appeased clamour, and of actual unrelieved po-
verty,”” importunately complaining of inadequate
support. : ;

Good God! it is high time that some one better
qualified to resist this deception stood forward,
than what is attempted to be done, by the feeble
effort, of this little tract; for if this torrent of mad-
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ness is not stemmed—is not obstructed—it will not
be long ere it has consumed every vestige of com-

~fort, and wealth, in the manufacturing depart-

ments of the realm, and perhaps in all others ; the
march of this evil if not stopped, will soon inter-
cept and dry up the very sources of the public re-
venue itself, as well as the peculisr means; and
resources. of individuals. - These expedients I can
tell the Barrlster “will create a new, and numerous

class of paupers, most undeserving ‘of their cala-

mity, who have “had the rates to pay, without
removing one iota of the old distress, which he is
thinking of ;- for (agam to quote Dr. Chalmers)
¢ the remplents ‘will ever multiply, without any
other Jimitation, and without any other impulse
than the revenue of the institution !

. And. if -the incomes of private families are to
be arrested and diverted from their usual course
of support, to the maintenance of thousands and

‘millions of unthinking, unproviding, able-bodied

paupers ; - Lord: Liverpool will quickly find such
a deficiency in ¢ the public purse,” such a vacuum
in the revenue as will make his. hair stand on end
Good God dellver us !

o« O misiri, quae tanta msama, c1ves?
ce Durate, et vosmet rebus servate secundis.”

July, 1826.
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