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THE serxous dangers whlch now sur-

round us,, have at least the advantage of
drawmg forth from every quarter efforts to

enlighten the pubhc mind, as to the best |
‘means of meetmg them, and of 1mprmt1ng
- on those efforts a stamp of smcerlty which can
_.-hardly fail to satlsfy the most susplclous. It'
“hasbeen usual to exaggerate the consequences
- of every existing war, and the 1mportance of
- the object in contest : the loss of Amerlca,'b |
:the occupatlon of the N etherlan(fs by France, |
’Were, in their turns, the subjects of gloomy :
| polmcal predlctlons s but unfortunately the
yital importance of the question now at 1ssue
 bids’ defiance to exaggeration. . The dream

of universal emplre, ‘which sometlmes crossed

the bram of the vain or 1mbec11e monarchs '
of ‘France, . is now. reallzmg. The unlon,
‘Whlch the world never before saw, of irre=
‘51st1ble force W1th ‘the most consummate art,
is comblned to rear this glgantlc fabrlc, while

the - total desf;xtutwn of . energy and genius,
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’on the other s1de, appears.to. exlnblt, l)y

4 V.,SU.Ch an. unusual concurrence Of mrcum—r

stances, the hand of Prov1denee in thls ex=

traordmary revolutlon. R A R

In such a crisis, to- suppose in any Wr1ter

the bla.s of mterest in its confined mea,nmg,‘

‘m any Oplnions he may publlsh must also
suppose the ‘absencé of common sense. A

few years must determme the fate” of this
country, and it can hardly be suPposed that :

merchants, naturally more: mterested in pre=
servmg than in acqmrlng, should be occupled
- with collectmg a few paltry proﬁts from thelr

'trade, at the expence of their dearest inte=’
rest. It would be the folly of & man expectmd
'to get rlch by the plunder of his own Wreck¢ ‘
“To those Who are not satlsﬁed with' this };
géneral declaratlon, any ‘more’ mmute de—-
fence must be equally unsatlsfactory, and I

( shall therefore detam “the reader no- Tlonger
with mycelf or my motives, I ‘must; however,

“add that a severe 1ndlsp031tlon has delayed
the pubhcaaon of these observations, and
obhges me-to claim 1ndulgence for. any. inde=

- curacies of expressmn Whlch L mlght other—l

‘ WIse have corrected

Portman Square, 4tli February, 1808,

I'l mwht natmaﬂy have been expected that,'?;
(e m proportlon as our v1g11ant enemy, pursumg‘fﬁ .
lns system of__ War on . our- commerce, sucs L
ceeded in orradually bamslnng it first from his e
own domlmons, ‘and- subsequent]y from the o
Whole of the Contment of Europe; W1th the |

3 smvle exceptlon of the ‘poor and barren country ‘ |
of Sweden, 0011S1derable loss and embarlass-

ment to several bxanches of that commerce S

must ensue. e ;;;:1

The West India planters, who, from cctusesf.? o

Whlch we shall hereafte1 notlce, had extended» |

; their cultivation: much beyond the consumptlon i
i ~of the mother country were the first to comphln. :
.—--The ship-owners, . excluded ﬁom .one port "

as. they‘ fell
nd suffermg - 2
som degree from_ the dlstresses of the West )
Indxa, Plantex Sy ‘soon followed them. T he ex- :

ther on: the ,»Contment,
1e,dommlon of Fran '
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' ing. capltal

o ‘:porter of goods to the Contment had lost lllS
' Atrade, and in many i 1nsta,nce€ part of his outstand-

» ‘The East India Company s ware-

: ",houses Were loaded vsuth doodebelougmg to the A

i Company and 1nd1v1dualq, for Wthh there was a

. ﬁ;vexy 1nadequa,te demand

‘ ;the country

'These several 1mportant and powerful bodnes :
*.unlted the pI‘ll’lC]pdl commercml interests of
| “their dlstress was. well known to
i be real, and could not fail to attract the atten—_ g
= t1on of the. pubhc and of Government
, the remedy was- not S0 - appal enit : :
auy scttlsfactory solutlon of'the dlﬁiculty, pei- e
o lmps also from an 1ncousxderate dlSpOSltlon to.
s mvolve in thmr common’ mlsfoxtunes the only
s remammg brauch of tmde left- umn_]ured astate
of thmgs, the real cause of wlnch was suﬁicrent-
Ay obv1ous, was ascribed by all to:the: mter course '«
of meutrals with, the Contment of Europe ‘and

the Want of s"tle f01 theu commodrtres qu as<

- selted to be the effect not of the restuctlons of -

- the enemy, but of the competltmn of Amencans I
Thls delusive’ oplmon ‘was: unfortunately, as I

) must thlllk ‘too ably. 1llust1ated by the: author_‘f‘i"'
and- wlnle the suﬁ‘erers "
_ kcaught eagerly at the suppoqed cause: of thelr'

, mlsfortunes, _the eloquence of this- performance,i_"
2 employed on materlals paltla“lly sound and .
e generally plau€1b1e, combmed w 1th the manly{ -

of ¢ VVar in’ Dlsgulse 3

( B

But"

for Want of ,

3

and patuotlc spmt Wlnch 1t bleathes, esta~~ A
bllshed the author’s 0p1mons n. the mmd of
- the publlc at lftrge, ﬂ and with mauy statesmen‘:'v

of all pOllthdl p’trtles. B

The advocates- of the \Vest Indla mterest m L
a Vauety of pubhcatlons, bec'tme parttculaxlyvy“:‘j;:‘l'_
pressing for ‘the; 1nforcement of the suggested B
remedies : - their. former'pmtlahty for- America o
: vamshed
'course w1th her was. fmgotten
'pe'tted complamt of high dut1es was - now e.“ »
~minor object aud their great Welght in the ge-; o
'fneral scale: of natlonal Wealth was - pompously. #
| dlsplayed to- compel the Government to adopt

‘the old grievance of want: of 1nter-

- their now favouute plan of fmcmo* thelr gom-~

’modltles on’ the Contment of Europe, at the~.
K‘lSk of ‘war W1th the . remammg Neutlals..'

- This was to be the efl‘ectual 1emedy for all thelr

mlsfortunes, , and one of the most mtelllgent" ‘
~ and moderate. of that body * concludes his sug- .

gestlon of various 1emcd1es, wlth Whlch the pub—

“lic are: already fam1ha1 by reo'rettmg that 1ot "
-Wlthstandmg the stroncr case - made out by the

, autllol of < \Val in Dlso ulse » the Bl‘ltlsh overn-
Jogs

’ »ment had not chosen to avall 1tself of the fortu- ’
nate opportunnfy Qf gomg lo - war wzz‘/z /Iﬂm wca.

BN West Iudxa Property, page 4-1 '; S j\ I PRI S :

s Mr Bos mquet’s Letter ou the Causes of the Deprematwu of
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: Thls wrlter, it is true, conﬁnes h1s mformatxon |

- as to the fortunate consequences of such an event e

‘f_to the sale of hlS sugar 5 but lest the unfortunate : :

L eﬁ‘ects, as also the m_]ustlce as well as unpohcy of

i the” same s1de have done, to mterest the mde-
{},pendent feehnwsof the country, by addmg that
"fvwe should “ con

.......

e not. concede every thrng

rulmng one trade to support another, should oc- -
cur to the readel, he takes care, as all wrlters on.

ce Amerlca that Great Brl-

I shall hereafteri[' |
;~'fjfeonsrder separately m how far the character or .

" interest of - the country is concerned in such an’
"event my present object bemg only to- explarn o

in What motlves its recommendatlon orlgmated

It may appear smgular that,” whlle Govern- L

| '\ment and the public were so closely beset: by the

’ advocates of an Amerlcan war, or the adoptlon ‘

| 'of such measures as 1t was feared m1ght lead to

- it, the oppomte 1nterest Whlcl’l is represented as’

bemcr of such 1mp0rtance, shonld have remalned

. _ sllent at least 1 have met Wlth nothmg written .

}1n tlns counn y inits defence. But thourrh per-"y' B
' 'haps thelr extreme supmeness, and conﬁdence i

‘the good sense. of Government, were - smgulaﬁ
~and blameable, yet it should be- recollected that "

‘the great interest in American intercourse is

. 7 w‘rth the manufacturers scattered over the whole. v‘ ‘

country, ‘and’ Who are never able to act in a;' S

N

- portance.

o 1body Wlth a Welght correspondmcr to therr e
| ~The commerce with' Amerlca, proa-*__f’ﬁff,
“perly so called, is compalatlvely trifling, ‘and

- the ‘great mass of that is in Liverpool. - The
o London merchants, feW in number, act almost

- o usolely as bankers for the trade generally, 1ece1v« o
~ing the proceeds ef consrcrnments from Amerlca s

to all parts of the world and paying the. drafts

~of the merchants there to the order of . our ma- =

nufacturers. There arearex y few London houses

f}'of any note engaged solely, or even punc1pally, . ~v |

Lin trade Wlth Amerlca, and these, so far from’

[:_havmg an 1nterest opposed to the new ‘establish~"

“ed gystem, Would as will 'soon be' seen, bo most

N “essentially beneﬁtted by it, if the whole be not
| ~:*.'.destroyed by war. Lwerpool is~ the prrnmpal

i of earthen vvaxe ‘and salt aﬁ“ord also return car«* |

- every port of . Enrope
- the merchants of the outports are seldom so ac-".

-~ scene of Amerlcan commerce : 1ts V1c1n1ty tothe’
cotton’ manufactures of" Lancashrre grves it" the
 advantage of their export, and Stlll more of the’
| k,'}mport of the 1aW mateual The bulky artrcles

o goes to Amerlca, Wluch giveita prefexence over’
“Itis well known that

' txve or so much hstened to- in thelr lnterference
with Government as those of the caprtal In the

S early part of the present drscussron, the Liver~‘

l pool mer ch'mts ‘were’ qulet Spectators of the at="'
temptsterepalr the rulned fortunes cf Otl‘ltl's at”’

e i e i g




L attached unnecessaly 1mportance

35;*6 |

thelr expense, ,and probablv decelved by obJects -

A1mmed1ately smroundxnor them, concelved it ims
i poss1ble that War Wlth a country, whose 1nter%: e '
~course, they kneW 1mparted life and 1ndustry to;f L

:b,-all around them, should be undertaken in. the
o fname of commelce and natlonal wealth. They,.
fﬂwere, however, alarmed by an. event of a dlf-“
;‘ferent deseuptlon, and to wlnch they probably_e
. The: rena:*
contre - between the ‘Leopard and: Chesapeak,e_f';
'dxew from the Lwerpool chamber ‘of commerce.
some. hasty ploposals of 1nterferen(,e wrth Go-
hlvernment wlnch, I beheve, _they afterwards’,
,'themselves saw. the lmproprlety of ‘and the}f"
fallure of thls 111—_]udged attempt, Wlth the e~
ceptlon, Wlll(,h the exceptlonable form of it
- procured for it, may have deteu‘ed them from
“those: effoxts of self defence, hrch exerted(,
7;W1tll more dlscretlon, mlght have ploved bene—.
Such has been the conduct of the gl cat com-_
mercxal bodres mterested in tlus 1mportant ques-
tron 3 allact1v1ty onone 51de, and suplneness onthe_' L
other—--whlle the colonnl and shlpprng 1nte1ests;t
were 1mportunlng every . Admlmstratlon, and every

" .'Parhament ~with their reports, resolutlons, and, o

Hclalms, the Amerlc'tn interest, from the want‘, “
,'of that umon, Whmh the nature of therr con«Q
_cerns fOI‘bl(lS, | COntented themselves at. ever yj, L

g repet1t1on of measures, ﬁ om Wlnch thelr know«j
“ ~ledge of. the state. of . Amerlca mduced them to
‘e entertain. app1 ehenslons w1th requestmg explan«'.;
AR atlons of the VleWS and mtentlons of Government,’ff
o Whrch were. 1n o~eneral obscurely developed 3
In the system of conduct towalds Amerlca, sol
persevermgly 1ecommended the West Indla ad~
,vocates, it must be admltted had no de51re for s
 war, if- thelr obJect could othermse be accom-:{ ,
~vpl1shed but ‘they were. W’lllll]o‘ it should . be" |
drsked, ~and. by therr eagerness 1o, explam the' o
_ Af}yhttle rmsclnef that, accordln,g to. thelr 1deas, Was' .
. "to be the 1esult they ewdently betrayed therr:' e

oplmons of the. consequence of thelr clalms.

- The comprehenswe mmd of M1 Pltt hovrr-? |
- ‘ever, was. not to:; “be. decelved he heard the
. :,v"".compl’unts of - the: VVest Indla merchants, “he
| ’klead their great champlon « ’War n Dlsgulse, |
i but. supplymg, himself- the case  of those who
o were not heard and oonmdermg the O‘enelal- )
- mte1ests of the- country at large ‘his conduct S
' ';remamed unaltered “with the exceptlon of some
~ encreased- venatlons to - the Amerlcan trade, ;
Wh1011 will: be notlced in theu ploper place.
) The pubhc h'we mdeed been favoured on' tlns,, ~
_lias on other subyects, Wlth some oppos1te posthu~. N
mous opunons of this. great authorrty, but which
can 'be entitled to httle welght ‘when opposedd ,
to l’llS conduct durmg the whole of hrs Admx—d' |
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. ricay ne
B not‘b ieve . they were more strongly 1mpressed

 what' ‘the other did: hberally

o 7 -suh)eets, »elre.ady; t_wo numerous,_ '

mtroductien of thls neW system than the'pre;

e '{'fsent _when' we - are prevented by subsequent
f.;?.}}foccurrences, from demvmg -the - most: essentlal
’ 4,"beneﬁts it- then promlsed —-—The Jast Admmrs-
vi“,tra,tlon followed An. pomt of fact towardsiAmef o

‘early the footsteps of M Pitt, andT. do

 than he-fwas with - the sound pollcy “of. Cllltl-v

k""-‘l‘vatmg a’ good understandmg vith! that: country

If there wes-any alteration, it' consisted more.in-

: ;form than m‘substance ‘the enedid ungr'tcmusly
- Mr: Prtt seemed

to-regiet” a-pollcy which:-he eould not deny»—-—

~ while Mr. Fox appeared pleased to find the inte- ~
o rests of his own country unite with the conmha,- i
: tlon of another, an’ Whlch he’ felt. an’ 1nterest
AR f or when these favourable mrcumstances pro-
~ duced a mutual desireto secure theunion of the- T

two' countrles by a treaty‘, the attempt “failedy

A and- the terms 1n81sted on. by the last AdmIIiISs e

tratxon ‘were even, upon the Whole, Tess. favour-
~ able'to America tha.n those granted durmg‘ that- - -

of Mr: Pltt.s:;-_- B
Tt dg mot 1ntended ahere to enter,

V«hl hl I?

| ‘nto any
examma,txon ef these treaties, e\:eeptmg -where-

it may" ‘be necessary for: the’ elu(,ldatlon of the ,
pro-»!;] o

o ppse tO dlqcuss It is useless to con51der nnnute bty
':": detalls of reg ulatlons for thc mtercoulse betwe y
the ‘wo countnes, when the <reneral poh(,y res.
maltls unsettled The dlﬁ'el ences Whlch man -:'k' )

~ turene o‘matm s, but could never have produced:‘{
' War at all events they are lost in the ma«rmtude'? s
| of subsequent measures STt ]S no longer a ques—é~

: t10n hOW the tracle shall be carued on, buté

Whether it ‘shall ‘exist. in any shepe>
The late Mmrsters were' 'llW’tyS acr'used by” =

E thelr opponents, now in- powcx y of undue partlé
alxty towards Arneru_a “two. sub]eets of chscgsé-
~ sion, ‘the Amérlcan Intelcourse Act and the Pro~ X
- ehmahou of the 7th J. anuaxy, , 180’7, in: ‘retali-
. ,fatlon of the Be?lm Decreey- made. tlns Sul)JLCt e
8 party questlon, When“"
countr ry, what is done by

,,,,,

rewved of those, Who had employed in vain thelr

| ;,’asSIduity ‘with’ all former- Mlmstcrs, of ‘at- last

seeing - the first 0])])07 tzmzt . availed of f07 going |

| -._',to way: wzélz Amer ica. Nor were they * drsap- =
> pomtcd for the predetel mmatron of the’ plesent .
’;}Govemment to have 1ecoulse to an entlrel y neW -
- system of conduct ‘was eVmced by the Berlln S
- ’Decxee of - the 21st . November,lSO()‘ of the
= ;madequate retalia.tmn of Wlnc,h they had for—‘ |

VoL, 1, Pninlg

3 S R

unfortunately for our = -

’ one side must be dlsepa L
B proved by the other ' and on the accessxon to pow~ s

‘ ’:el of the present Admlmstr atlon the hopes agair | -
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‘vmerly“ complamed bemv brought forward t
Justrfy ‘the 1mportant Orders of Councd of tb;e

~1Ith November. S

o ‘But the faslnonable vrgour of the day did not:'

ll

but too;generally attends measures of novelty
and v vio ence' :

"VIlmstel s have not mlstaken the‘_;f :

f’&ad to pubhc opmlon in estabhshmg 1 reputa—f‘
“tion for vigour, the merit of which i in: most po--i
lﬁrtl"ai“operatlons ‘cannot ‘be. demed though it

i permlt ‘the’ authors of this. measure to: conﬁne j - €ould 1 ot ’be“more unfortunately apphed than toif -
Fﬁ ' themselves to the 1ecommendatlons of the com?j commerc,'_' +:No brllhancy of achlevement s
r% merolal 1nte1ests which had produced itz all i here’ able’ to-hide ‘the’ mlschlef of bad pohcy 5

T
TR

| the West India planter ‘wanted was & Dthlblthn,‘
lonial:. produoe to

of any foreign: ‘supply- of €O

the ‘Continent, Wthh was:to be; produced bv__j :

“strict enforcement of the prmc1p1e of s the. Waf‘: :
of 1756. Senmble that after fmdmg aforelgnb
‘market - for hlS produce, the next oh;ect of ‘his

~the ba‘lance at 1ast ‘must - be - struck, ‘and the:f
proof ‘of .he caleulatron evrdent to- _the | mostff.
nt b If questions of political economy of—{
fer great dlﬁiculty to the prospectwe researches’
the most skilful,’ they have at, least the advan-:
tage of aﬁ'ordmg through: e*{perlment a certam[

1 Gnorant

- x A il
D e e e

: sohcrtude was notto’ lose that of - Amerxca for’
L his ‘rum; nor the Sllppheb fr om: ghat country _m{i . |
k dlspen51ble for h]s emstence, ‘he d1d 1ot Wis B %
| “to carry the measure further than was necessary » N
for his own purposes, or. than, '\ccordmo 1o ok
 his calculatlon, and that upon plausrble gre roundy
| Amer'ea would probab\y bear: - ~“But ! thls limité-
- tion -was | not in his power and the ‘new, orders | ,
“were of a descr iption to produce a. 1cvolutlon in DR |
‘fhe whole eommerce, of the. world, .and 2 total =
derangement of those mutu al rlghts and | rela—,‘» :
| Ltlons by wlnch €iv 1hzed nat1ons hav hltherto;
onneeted o a8 o
beelr‘lh?s ‘measure, before 1ts tendency has beer‘i
duly COnbld(ﬁI'Gd has been recelved through thf i
eountry w1th that’ ephemel al. populauty Wlnc i ,

"(’I‘estﬂt.f‘ -~Awa,re that in this science experrence : o
orﬂyf: §a safe gulde, the wisest statesmen have -
- “felt their Way with cautlon and dlfﬁdence The’ : v
1nterference of the hand- of power in‘any shape , B
1s scarce]y ever beneﬁcral to the mex chant CAl it
langmd Government generally sults hlm best
‘and: the httle beneﬁt that may sometlmes ,arlse
ﬁom vrgour 1s enormously overbalanced by a b
,smgle mlstake, when it is $0. much better to be
feebly ‘than uooroule Wrong To this may per— : e !
haps be attubuted ‘among!; other;-cause cwhylll - ‘
commerce ‘has always prospered Dbetter under the e i
old 1ndec1s1ve and temponzm Govemment of N
'Holland thmn under that of the most iy |
f‘ of‘dee‘potrc prmcefs. RN

: lllgent
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tiof, by dmdmg the mterest mlght beé 'expected
“to divide the ‘opiniors of the pubhc, unusual carer - :
‘has been taken to “enlist the. 1mpart1al m its de;, o
fence, and even to conclhate or alaxm many
Well~mean1ncr : sufferers into neutrahty - The
-extxa—cOmmelclal arguments prlnelpally ‘uxged
‘for thls purpose are, the advantades derIv’ed byk;
the’ enemy from - thL Ameucan trade, the ime-
‘portant lllJln ¥ We ‘can- 1nﬂlct on I‘um by 1ts “des
vsttuctlon, and- the 11ece531ty of mamtalnmg 1114;(
its . ploudest pumty the spirit of the countly;
and of resisting what are termed the msolent en-
‘cwachments of Amerlca, thh the power a.nd'
number of . our enemles have tempted her to' o e
1mpose wpon us, T e S |
~The great- and e‘{tenswe 1mp01tano'e of thesc’ RS
| c01151de1at10ns must be sufﬁmently ev1dent and' | 1
as ‘the pubho has been misled by the fmlslepre- f
sentatlons of those who ha,ve not - carried their

1

i
R
1nqu1r1es miich- beyond then own supposed in- BRI
ol

!

My ObJGCt 1n enteung 1nto\th15 deta.ll of the
1nfrs of the merohants, and of the con-

e

‘-; _ended in these 1mportant changes, is to '
: ':'undel Whatevex pretcnces they are
: mended to pOpIﬂ‘LI‘lty, they are purely the
1esu1t of commercnd calculatlon., The West

E . Indn plantel':and merchant, the shlp owne1 the |
‘m Amerlca, ali _

g -

SrmuTTEy
e

R
R

. )"0‘

S

promotes Wlth that honest zeal Whl(,h is the best v
Vi méans of O*eneral pxospenty-ehls separate 1nter- ;
ests But the pubhc is in the situation of a cro-»
nex al mel chant Who h'ts the Whole of these val 1~ B

E A e
N .

s

deavouxs by hlS skxll to 1mprove them equallv 5
but When the 1ntex ests of any of them clash, he N
detenmnes, by a compal cttlve est:lm'tte, ‘which
nlust be sactlﬁced “Such has most euoneously
been onmdered to be the case 1n the present -
; )ce, ‘and ’tftel long he31tat10n, »tha,t of Amerlca :
.h’:ds\been devoted It s the corr ectness of this
""1on to which I wish' to-call the ‘attention
he pubhc andIthmkI shaﬂ be ableé to- shew, «_
L rnoton]y that no. s'tcrlﬁce was' called for, but that
5 theav1ct1m has been most 1n_]udm1ously selected :

" But though this new system “is’ ewdently the -
result of commelcml pohcy, yet as its Qdop-,

cro e

e A T I

‘terests; - I shali ende'wour to promote opimons,' |
which' appear to me more corréct, by takmg a

fmore comprehenswe view of the Slle éct. Should R
I not be wholly. succ,essful in this attempt, I am ‘ 4
f,persuaded that I shall at least be 50 in correctmg g . B
‘s0ine very 1mp01tant mistakes as’ to. facts, whlch " I
at present prevaﬂ W1th these mtentlons I pro- | | ;;
‘ipose to e:tamme. G st e |
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Commerce w1th the Colomes of our enemlz ,s,'»
_Q_,lt--the consequences
to Amerlca of the new system. mtroduced by,
- @rders:in?Council; and the; conduot 'Whl.)Ch
(m e p_art they are hkely to. proﬁluce e s
eeondlyr,:The efféctsto. be: expected from thrs
‘sy teni” fori ourselves, ‘on the means and.resources
| ';«on the general onduot of

i “‘Though he 1mporta,nt consequences of the

@rders i Coungil: of. the 11th November:, must
have procured them an -attentive.. examlnatron
ﬁ'ofri‘those who occupy themselves W1th. ,SubJGCtS
”éfdt’hls descrlptlonf ‘yets as they:are so; much en-
’velbped in official’ jargon. as,te be_\hardly 1ntel-
lidible‘out of Doctors Commons, and not oL
fectly S0 there, it may. be proper to .give -the
readeia very. short: analys1s of them,, in, Wthh I
ishiall conﬁne myself:to. the points; epphcable to
i‘ny subJect and follow entively the explanatlons
“given by the'%‘Board of Trade:to;. the -American

w"to bweden. -

of the Orders themselves, and of the |

’. seeins pmposely mtcnded thé:
'}understandmv' without: paymg two’ gumeas for;!

features of the system ate uﬁ'u}lently “App

ALL trade dll‘@Cﬂy from., Amenca‘:,to -every,

B port and oountry ‘of  Europe: al-warp with Great'
~ Britain, or from ‘which the: Brltrsh flag.is. exclud«

ed, is- total]y prohlblted - In-this: oeneral yr0~

,hlbltlon, every:’ part of; Europe, NVlthﬂ the exceps

tion at present of Sweden, is mcluded :and no.

distinetio swhatever is: medewbetween« the vdo-

.mestrc produce of Amerlm, and that .of: tlre

‘Wlth the" above exceptlon, all artrcles,“,‘,;._; ¢

'ther of domestlc or> colomal ‘produce; . exporxted
by Amemca 1o Europe, must be landed_,
: eountry, x’om Whenee 1t ig 1ntended to permrt,

1n th 18

: additional beneiit; of. bemg able_to hta i tly oppos.e(‘im to” it

'for t\m more. “What the motive cah be for stich’ studled Ghsciifityon

= f"thns oceasiony ds wellds ori that ‘of the proclamation respectnwse.ame‘g, it
"o is difficult to say, uuless it be to surpnse the Amencans mto a bclu.f‘, -
~that they uo longer speak Envhsh. A . s

e e N ey
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!*emamed S0 Ioﬁgml 1gnorance of the consequem- o
‘ces to be expected and:‘of theimeansof derivin |
fxom: it- the greatest adv:;mtas)‘esi Statesmenwap% 55‘
pear, o have been the dnpes ‘of names :and:~ o
systems, J};A colony was:called. by ‘thie : Ssame
_ name, Whether: estabhshed m aWeat Indla lsland
_OFjin; North Amerlca, and therefore the: isamegyst - | .
tem was apphed to. estabhshments W]dely dlffermg | |

i6

'thelr Tes exprortatlon under such regulatxolis ‘1§
may hereafter be determmed j S

By these regulations it is understood that duei

~ ties areto be imposed,on all ar trdes S0 reaexpox t3
ed; ‘but it is intimated that -an e*iceptlon Wlll

be made in favour of such-as ate the produce

of the United States, that of CTotton excepted :

(
'3
i
i
b

g; Any vessel, the cargo Wheleof shall be ac~ £ |
39 'Compamed wu:h -cer t1ﬁcates of Trench Consuls : rom each Other o The CORSunence of thlc; dgnos v | '
'tbromd of its onom, sh'xll tooether wrth thef i‘ancevvas the Separatlon of Ameérica’ by War Liké: ( 1{7

theFrenchrevolutlon dlfferent authm Sy aocOrdm o
to:.their. fancy, 1mpute these ‘events’ to one” o% | "
othe1 trlﬂmg crrcumstance subuta- short dlstance o
of. tlme affords. us a more’ comprehenswe and o
coneequently a more correct view, and’ they are- . 1
now, generally ascrlbed 1o an' 1rresxst1ble prowress ' i
of human events,: Wthh producea, and is not pro~ - |
| duced by, the- osten31ble trrﬂes that ﬁrqt arI;est o | i
our attentlon. DAL e S ea '
The apprehensmns of rain fx om thls sepamtlon o
soon subsided in the dlqcover ry-of ourerror. It was |
seen - that natural causes ‘had opemted by force ' |
what we had neglected to ~do’ from foreswht- : \' I
that m giving up, - thonwh mvoluntanly, tl‘.xe !
‘narrow minded monopoly of the colornial system
we Stlll retaxned ‘that- Whrch rebnlted frorh our :

being 1rr every tlung but- Government the same

' cargo “be liable to seizure and condemmatrom x
“Proper care is’ taken that the opemtlon of the:
'Drders shall not commence until time is aﬁ'ord* -
ed for their being ‘known to - the partres mtera
ested. They speak of course, of Neutrals gene- -
’rally, but as they are 'tpphcable only to Ame-
rlca, I have named" that country; -as- I sh'tll B
eontinue to ' do: throuOhout these observatlons, -
, that obscurrty may be avmded‘ 3 S

s
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‘ NOTHING shewq more. the fallacy of theory’u
in all speculatlons on political economy,  than

that thls country, 1ema1k'tble ‘beyond all others -
for sagacious authors on that subyect should be

| the founder of a colony exceethno* in present and
‘ stﬂl more in pr omlsed greqtness, that formed by',
any countrv anment or modern, 'md should hzwe

peaplé
‘Of sxmllar hablts, laws, and above: all lanb"uaoe :

I'he: mv151ble and ' ‘more" pleabmg txes

R




fr?;‘lfls,

, S -
,produced 't monopoly not :‘}only thhout any

| compulsmn, but in. splte ’ of the 1rr1tatlon saml
cnni‘t _which a recent and - severe contest could
not fall 0, leave behlnd’ Tlle only subJect of
recrre Wlth men of sense and hberaht)?fon ‘bo th
| sules as, that tlns expemence had. been,_f ) dearl_}r

Fyn TRy

bouoht and the' _only WlSh_WaS o heal and
fforoet the Wounds 't had occaswned o
The eame eﬁ'ects may always be. 100 )
,l'rom the same causes The 08 r_npathy o_f ‘\Cfg?:
- , ke x.‘,.-,, ,; M.,.\x‘ .o N ’~ It ‘Obllte‘
g;emal_eharactex is W1th great drfﬁcu y ‘1
rated. L,Lower Canada, tl ough_now ne‘a}rp y "f}it
a eentury in_our hands, “under. a Gox{}ernme

Vil

peenharly mlld to wlm,h no obJ ction.but, tlat
of negllgence can be made, 1f m‘sneh a conntry
,1t can be called an ob‘)eetro
: Txenoh 'ts the day it was ) o1
. i the same state. Tlle

;Amemca, k
,people of both tl,lose countrles W 1ld aff ¥
' :same proof of the' mveteracy of early halnts, .

éj!ﬂ( l‘
they were allowed a. chou,e n the mos,t 1mport~

Si2E0

| ant or’ most tHVldl concerns of hfe, in. the
’ Government,}they Would hve tunder
‘ coat they would wear ’ *oow

$] mz Hxs{'

,,;:,'"

. 3 ‘ill' R

i " e PRI e Ty i - 5s ‘.“U Yljﬂsugﬂﬁ

‘ i e e gupyres e

: t: is:a sin ular clrcumsta.ncet Ve |

. o & atlons end eavom‘to lmpose t}hexr oivn,cavzl.
eagemess with whlch n ; ther counmes

;gd the contempt they are- apt to show for those of o

n the

’;1‘"9

s ;M'_‘

es’ Etats”ums awec l’Ano'le-‘

c_ ar felxexty and penetratlon, and suogebtb the
pollcy of some snmlar establlshment on'the’ part
of France, by Wlll(,ll the benefits he - ;ustly supr

poses it to. confer may be counterbalanced CIn

this c_ountry, however, it does not- appear ever to

1SN

have been propelly appremated the events of 3.

,cwxl ‘war left naturally deeper lmpressrons on

fvrhlle evely httle state of’ Furope was courted;
itlnt“aﬁ'orded lmuted malkets for our: manufac-
'_tm'eé', we seemed to regret thit we owed” any
tlnng to onr former snb_]ects ‘and an- enoreaemrr
\e‘o{mmemtal intercourse ‘has been'carried on, un-
der feelings of unsubdned emmty, of. which: the
. Govvrnment mstead of checking: sentlments as
vomd of common sense as of- maonammlty, s
rather set tlle fashlon.b, To: this error, in . my
opnno_ N tlle present state of the pubhc mind'to- -

U
ards Amerlca la m a great measure owmo‘.

the unsuccessful than the’ successful - paxty, and

-wluch fall to themby conquest tlmt on establishmg the Amencan ﬁu‘m

, of Governmentm Loulsmna, the prmc;pal objectof-dislike. was the trial

by Jury.: Habit had made the ‘Louisianian’ prefér: the’ arlntrary Tand -

fregfently -cOrrupt decision of. a; smgle Judge to’ those. pure iforms of

hich ?{n Dt)vllsh Colomst would have Justly tohsxderé’d ‘as
%xnvalual)le. A : :

N ,\”
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: oneq;mothen country ;. can recelve flom that of
~ #hie-best recrula;ted colony. ¢

 ould-oty o

*zo..

~Her«,suoeess aiid, prosperitys: though, we, daxe not
| fan‘ly ayow it; have dlbpleased us, and sentlments
~ have:. been mlperceptlbly encomaged towards

hek; as ungenerous as, they .are. 1mpoht1q.” 1f
this: anOI‘t’Lnt subJect had been considered, dis=
passmn&tdy, _we should ; ha,ve dlseoveted not
only. jat we had lost. nothing except the barren
‘Thoneut of. soverelgnty, by. Amemca belng under
anwmdependent Government ‘but that, upon
the ;whole, -her- encreased utlhty 1o us in that
situation: h'ld 1o, a- greater deglee thanﬂcould
hgve ‘been expected from:. any other, - becn ‘the -
ineans of.encreasing our, _resourges, in. the ardu—
ous.contest -in-;which .we - are. endaged ,‘She

CEASEs. ta. contrlbute dlrectly to our naval force T

thisiis the only article in the opp031te scaLe bnt

tl;en, she relleves a con51derable POI‘thIl of; At

fiiom sthe- necessxty of p1otectm<r her.. In, every
‘other. respect she contributes in: the. hwhest de-

gyee;gossﬂ)le all the beneﬁts Whlch one,, natlon )

candemve from the ex1stence of anothex ' or that

&; ”vﬁ

4p I the.choice . could have. been
hamno thQ{ Untted States asa dependent or an
;ndep,endent eolony durin g the present. war, we

§1ta‘tedvtp pqefex the 1, ter R 5{;1 ! utrals

goﬂ'ered ns;- of

on @y - Punclp les, <,>,f« squnéf, _ hcy,

ef some sort) have hitherto always been; cons;— |
deled as neeeSS‘ny to countries at war, and par--

2r

ticulaily 0" those whibe resouices are derived
from commerce; how muehmust it tbesour dntes -

rest'to' have in>that chdracter.a people politicals
ly independent,: but commercially-as dependent

on us’ as 'habits and  intérest rcan make them:?:

Instead ‘of “fostering the naval power ofi the'; na~

tlons of the Baltlc, Whlch at eve1 y perlod of our ,

tr,ade, _Wthh wécan not..dlspensew1th, isir a,nsfer~
réd to' a country- whose ;poli‘cy is mecessarily‘that
of peace, and whose form: of - ‘Government, and)
pohtxcal institutions, render & steady adherence
10" that policy inseparable fiom: theéir:existence’

Our distant -and  reserved - public conne‘aon'e'
w1th Ameuca, ‘has perhaps so' far beeniof fer-
vice; that it’ ‘may have partially coticealed: from -
Jour’ enemies the 1nt1mate connexmn of ! tne in- |
dusm 10us 1nd1v1duals of'the two eountnes, -Wlnch, §-

Gf properly understood mloht ‘have* mduced ef-

forts to encourage a retiirn’ o the more beriefi- -
" Eial chaunél’ of neutral trade, whiich: the north— r

“ern powers ev1dent1y a{forded to-the Contlnent

- But 1t is unpaldonable that we should ourseIVes

!tém any’ Jealousy of the prospemty and" Wealth v
“it hias ﬁroduced ‘hich“have ‘not o‘n]y gerved: to
“Erttiee {the produce’ | oF - ouf” mdustry where'n We; |

oy

€ ld ‘not carry it ourselves, but by -encr easmg
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the gmea,ns of Amerma, haye, a,urfmented m <th§
sa,me\,pmpoxtlon +her; consupaption jof ,tlg,agepbo( )
duce at a’ tnne when the loss of our. "former,

; %{W{ll]-&}be explamed -when: the. operation;-of sthe.
g cg‘ckg;:fs,L dinicoimceil-are. considered; iwith- r@fere.;aca
tmpugslmmedlategcommermal mtex estsiq sb@&l
ﬁzsj ez:amm&thelr consequencesm Amel;kcamy
| :'MuAme {
“been formed;
:su,@s:esst"pl
,mags, sbut. that .man.
whose dlSS,GI}.t -has. ;been totally. lost - sgéglg;& of
‘TheyAmericans. ‘
-sall; the\,prq}duqe of, lthen‘ own,, and;;all, that. gf
~our - energues colo;pes whlchmth,ey export, {9

the. é,concm rence, of ;00

~N

/

BS VI8 m@ya,thmk Ppropers; and, ;&000};@3%3 R-

ng,? r@;sgd from;then;con;sumgrs on ;thbe‘mquwp;,

skl ehich iste:secnte. to vz Nesibndia

lemerﬁﬁ, thh ourselves and Wlth& ouf enqmles; U

ngenious -and. erfanmfulm;)lag‘ -has .
d; cwhich;: indeed;; to; be completely

.the Emperor, of France, -
re -to. bring.,to, this, country
Bnrope.. . . We,jare; here to forma; grgndﬂgm-
- porium,,of, the, costly - produge,..of: Asiasapd
America,;, Wthh» is .to:be dlspensed) to, thq}gxﬁqg- |
,p;ghqoyptr;es of . Europe u,nder, sneh, regg} tigps
poses Antheir good, behaviom. oTaxgs sARMO
and they are;to be contrived withthat, Jgdxgéggs

| 'tPIQnt?rs & Prsfqrexwe QNS gll%ﬁjsﬁf,ﬁybae@&d,

i\
|
i
¥ -
l
1
L
L
&Y
2
X
’

seﬁfed I Ry
Whét ‘Hight | has all‘ ate oncé brékeﬁ 1n<3ﬁptfﬁc3ﬁ§) ,

_ and what ignorant ‘statesniéii’ We have: *béénhg@“&
verhied-by forthe last fifteen iyears uiThexstEret
8 at“"lﬁstqdlséevéréd SfmakifigsFran:

butary td thezfortunes ‘of “zmdlwduals; fandd:olhh‘e j

-~ tors” ahd”mahufackurérsw‘we aréwnowt,ﬁbjﬁ éﬁﬂ%

riih"qfxé ‘"dist’ﬁéﬁen Wﬁi@h‘ th‘emi' zé“é.l it
p?orhcimg ‘this’ g‘randif*dtscﬁvery ‘certamlyt‘ des
BRI LR aaub

5

révenaes of: thevsthtercs Aftet complammg‘)se»
long that sherwould: ?rmﬁfémpldyms asherdad-

' ii*afstmgntheL tichs enporimio 0P Jaxutiesr onfone

 sidér6f4the chatimebawith this: Avantbatd Povesty
; of%hé‘ o’thér,“~

t6 offer: A exl‘hbxildnvtoait@ﬁi‘fﬁﬁ%g
Ty are't6-be ’*Suppliﬁﬁteﬂﬁiih

“to’ ‘be **réslste

' fé}rﬂs‘%ﬁf distrésd e petinit2gHe fpeople. ofodhe

e East‘hnd Softhe! Wes a3

Cf)&it‘fnént ‘to buy f? ué the ° rielvprodu’ééﬁofv‘lﬂge

and? Aginothingshibst

of éiétr‘erﬁe de%iress ;-f~can pf‘&iﬁce sﬁéﬁ“l‘h g

'.raélei’“have‘ﬂwé‘ Hot alsors 'w’*»la%t fomid’ (itHe
‘Tii6any ol for01ng‘%ohaﬁaﬁé to7 A peacEHiTeds

; "'diﬁ‘ﬂ’}lﬁtk 16 coticaive: WAt brﬁmﬁ*‘mdné?ﬁ%ﬁh
Apds SiHallest: pbrtidﬁ of comfhon BetE} ’Eé(\f’ls%?x-

: 'ﬁi"?y{gﬁbﬁht Of the ¥tate of”
-POS¥AHY eddcution Poisible

iy 4 dbeam ¢ bsen Bngenderedy 2 1s
thétk a shan'so péi'fec’tly ‘Ou‘ﬁ‘dfohiéjéén§69, @éf’tb-
I*Elﬁ*(‘}pe, bagie 9‘&%
f 218 yadi bag

. ”b’lih@%\% "’mei‘ t 6f this' %vonder?uldd‘iscb{%gf'y

(herselﬁtm )

i’l’ﬁlsﬁ’s %\fldéi*lt?yQ depénd ‘ol fhe Wvohtnta‘x‘*y orl

e —




'p‘vi’yentxlag tln ;
M;f)wl the more sober conclusmns of 'tham

e

;“Wy Sholl’l‘d*b@ deluded W;thﬁ'the )
q”l@ SCAN really di _

.Etbeu' 'mmense rrras ;of ;Europea ) ‘

Uy 'the remamder P-—-Nor would Amerrca lose only: ]

v

Qu

part of it they wdl be fortunate, as.all the ar=
‘thles, and partlculwrly thosé “of _9_1_1_1; own’ pro-
~ dueg, are. very bulky T akmg as an instance.
the punmpal article produced m ‘the “middle
states, e should recéive - about “80, 000 hog‘s-
heads of tobacco, of which out’ own consump-
tion would take 12,000-—what is to. becom_ of

~her export to forewn Europe, for such ‘would be
“théglat of ¢ every thmg in'the emporlum, cmdsuch‘
the cohsequent depresswn of pnces, thaﬁ evén'the.
‘consumptlon of this country would in part e lost’

- téher by thein adeqmte retum, Wthh would h‘ai‘d , |

ly def’ray ‘the charges of brmcrmo it 10 maxke, :

. The consequences of Such 4 §tate of tnmgs‘
must produce rdin to every clasb 'u{ ; descrlpt on
of petsons - in A\nenca, and they are mde; d'so

obwous and so- mevxtable that one cannot avoni -

thmkmg, ‘that thny miist’ have occurred to
the framers of thls new system, ‘and that the'

great advantages they expect to  derive from

other\parts of it had recoficiled thern to thé” oss;
“of those 1 resourceS, “which the extent’ and variety

’

B

ol "’ur commelce wrth Amerlca aﬁ’oxd ‘Vc‘shall T

i
|
|
!
i
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'kpress/ fand it is
awh
- falbpuponJourbelyes Dy::a: cessation.

for thesfuture,! 'mdhlnablhty tor pay ‘forsthe pasty

Qeven thoucrhmAmerlc'L should consent tonom‘ i

: measures, and mdd hCl bgsb eﬁ'orts towm dsathen
: EXGCUtIOﬂ RO I i

¥t nSmuatl ’ns that the honoumf t;he Country WS
gt sta,ke.—«Ameuca,f it 1s-‘sa1d tftkmO‘ advantftoe
ofseur peulous Mtuatlon, put forward the most
) haughty clmms, wlnch vere ouly >1nclea%d 'md

entour 1ged by ou1 concessmns;‘q )
b dueed rourseamen; and- shewed,:by chryr_a g

short

«;@fi 'LCtU’L] host‘.\hty towmds us,:the most . demded =
?p?e%ference for-our ‘enemy', submittmg to: every' "
'mdlgmty from France; whﬂe towards ‘us every; ‘
«moet Captléus

.:mﬂe m 'zs H(hsputed " \mth sthe.

‘~~’;5‘; > 5?},,)2 ii

. = «.)2 4! o
R jTh Mcor, ng Chromcle, in which’ some very able f;apers on’ thns
subJect have appeared. [/ . A : o

.useless to pmnt @ut, that: thedrum -
dels must: ensue. ﬁ om the prop@sed system must - -
of d',’emami ,

it ;sh’e' ‘e

eV

| ".;saurces ‘and: fstrenm’ch of - the countr ‘be
‘ ':pleserved and encoumtred Wlth theiY tmootﬁ.are,
/the resource. on Wthh we must prmcmally rrely,

g “people ;. vxthout tlt .

f"l2.7; |

’the publ:c p"apexs ‘have.: aboundedr ;8eem’ more
calculated to: mterest the feelings - 1n~favour qf
‘measures which have been premously the] result

‘ofi rdlcul@tlon, yet they:: .are: e‘{tremely 1mport—‘~ :

_ ant

,In the present ‘CIlSlS, thouv‘h ,the* xge;-‘

y ,sshoul

;zmd of Whmh we c'm for no COHSIdLI‘&thﬂ“&dmlt
'msacuﬁee, is the mdependent qpmt of the

;ou1 Wealtlr would ra’uher

, }zmmlty, a8 ti el .
proﬁt_and loss of the"duty

- o be SO gr@sa. '.
ly decelved thnt I shftll endeavour by a ge ey ﬂl: o




i y,' -

o c‘ongress, ‘ether’
the most enhghtened people of the world——and &

| LS

oh of thé‘ Justlce of *the ordels m ceuncﬂ, té

1fectly ﬁsensﬁ)le to the 1nmn1ﬂt10ﬁ§ of- those

ivhose narrowlmlndcd 1H1berahty 1eads “them- to
'motlires ’m a]l opxmons opposed te

"‘ly sﬁéndard of trutih.

“Nati ""°1s a promment' feature m the
chaj _er of every country, the” gOOd opmlon
The ‘ ntertain’ f themseives s pro- ~

\’; Tiv

they shouldfstyle themselves

YT A e L T

-

) 99\

-dxsbmo'uxshed member of . the House of Com'_.
mons semously declared in.it, and ‘wasno ;deubt.‘ 7

as senously believed,. that we were t00° honest to,

e cy and mterest
Thls w111 be aftemp’ced in

have any pohtlcal conneans wnth the Cmit

becomes our duty to dlveet ourselves of_' a',partlal‘
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30

of \.}“ War m Dlswuxse

-w:ll enable me; :also, to,. exlglam many,clr@um-
 stances, whlch._are_.;not __understood +.and. to,i cors
g ggct many, no. doubt, umntentloual erl;pyhs;,%..yyl}l‘al}'
has led the,

31

neﬁt in the exch fmge of th en‘ own produe,’__ thch

throu rrh the varymg opmlons of the Belhgerents of o
the comp'uatwe advantages they derived: from RO
ﬂns ‘intercourse . produced occasmnal mtex‘r&p«f’
4t10ns, 11eut1 als stlll mfuntamed then‘ rlghts, partly 5

-/

Europe, placed hel, thmuvh the prudence‘ ‘
- Governinent, in the: en;oyment of the benéfit

neutmhty, and from bem«r herself a calony, she o

s o
mem s e e

e

i e e
i e
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vwas how to trade as an mdependent neulral
_jstate to.the colonies of others > :

In what state dld she find the mghts of neut1 als -

; When she assumed that character herself ?

" The armed neutrahty, which had taket place o

, 3 at the cl()se of the fovmer war, had brOuo‘ht the
‘subject under very gene1 al discussion, and had

‘at Test the advantage of demdmo the opinions: of

1moderate men upon it, by’ rejecting the extrava~
gzmt pretensions to. whxch prepondex atmg power :
~-or dxsmterested vamty had occasmnally given.rise.
- The Ieadmg points' of - discussion. were, whether - .

 -the  property of -an enemy on board a ‘nevitral

L *vessel shbuld be: condemned

under what. el

C‘umstances. and regulatxons . port ‘might be
: blockaded a,nd what articles' were contraband.

- -of war.
-adoctrme of an 1mport;ance to’ neutra,ls far. ex-.

| o ceedmg any other, andbywlnch she could at once
- ﬂextmgulsh at “her. ple'xsure ‘allthe 1nc1°eased

But Great Bmt“m had once mamtamed

- -trade: Wlnch a ‘state of war gave them, Wibhout

makmg any compensatlon for: ‘the mconvem«
o _ences of sucha state : this.was ‘what is called'
' the mle of the Warof 1'756—-Whlch prowded ‘that

@ .neutxal ‘had no' right to carry on.in- time-of © .

ewar a trade prohibited to him in time of peace.

It cannot be, demed that on prmmples of gene- )
ral Teason; - much may be said in favour. of:: thxsv:'
hmxtauon of neutml trade, especmlly when ope* i

*

- ‘ever nvaged m Sie but Wlthout derogatmg from,'v”-\ :
- the ex: ted characterf of the late Lord Chatham, 2N

consequently be mOre fa.vgurh fle for' 'A sta,
aprecedent: Whlch we. ¢ould

' foppom;umly -of repeatin
 iwereleaguedwith France

T ‘»mavk and Holiand were neutral ‘bus: them ‘wslshgs

had theninterfered "mmautxmé affaivgs: -Den-




'.under applehensxons flom the umon of' Aush T S

. L:\and I‘rance, which” meated an - mdtﬂ'erence to
“tlie’ measul es’ of defence ageunst a Ieacrue 50 f(n-
' *mldable to the mdependence of Europe. Under

o :’éuch cucumstances, ‘this 1mport'tnt 1ule, whlch,
We'iare: told, is mlwa&ys in- f01ce, though ity has L

'"[never since’ been acted upon, was estabhshed
B The practxce and usage | between 1ndependent
| 'natlons, Whele no. pal tlcul'u cu cumstanceq occur

,to ploduce an ‘undue bias, is: pexhaps the best
~ eriterion of the law of natlons" and- in thxs re-
; fspect, no trea,ty can’ ‘be’ taken as a sa,fel guldef :

than: that of the 17th Ji une, 1801 Wlth the pre-
of, Russm, at hlS accesswn to the

L.

i sent Empere

E throne. :+The Jétate of our rela,tmns ‘with that
monaxch at that tlme aﬁ'orded an: expeetatlon{_ =

,,,,,,

settled VVlth mutual mode1 &txon and vood sense.,

In that treaty, not only the rule of the warof
- 1706 is mot recogmzed but the 11crht of the neu- f“

tral to trade Wlth the colomes of our enemles,ls '
. and from his own country in the produce of those

colomes to the methel country, is expressly stt-;

B pulated

| VVhat then can be the ob‘]‘ect of holdmg up"tlus }v a
rule aszfthe p’l,u’tdlum of our. mamnme ughts,f;

\ ,f.hy‘h'ts it§

Amemca bem_ accused of a dlsp081t10n of en‘ R

3 35* .

| croaehment hostlle to our dwmty, in 1efusmg
~ to admlt mto the laW of Na,tlons a’ prlncxple T
Whlch 11'15 nelther been admltted by 01 enforced 1"‘:' o

_towards othels, ale We not rather ouxselves

. wantmg to. .our. own d]crmty 1n proclalmmﬂ a,'lm'
law Wthh we: have never ventured to, defend ¥

% in settmg up- a rlght Wthh, by our trea,tles w1th
: foxelgn nations, we. hme oulselves encoumged.*

them to tra.mple on ! P

But it is said that though inour treqtles,*
| and p’nt1cularly the one abovc—mentloned Wlth
RuSSAa, m'tde, as the preamble expl esscs

s settle an 1nvarlable detelmmcmon of the prm-'

LS elples of the two Gove1 nments, upon the nqhts
| "'ue'_been per-
mltted ‘to_trade in- dxrect v1olatxon of the 1ule. o

¢ of neutrahty, e neut1a1s

Yet that 1ule has never been formally 1enouneed

- tlns is certamly true, and ue shall soon see‘ Why
; 1t is. ret'uned by us as part of the la,w of nations,
‘ ;md that it is by malnt‘unmg a nomxnal ncrht of
e:;txeme ugour ‘while forelgn natlons wele kept
\ .qulet by. a plactlce under it, Wluch we texmed
»‘ lelaxatlons a,nd concessxons, that occasmn has
. been given to . those just complamts which we L
are ealled lupon lndmnantly to resent. . - Gk
o It 1s admitted that thisrule, for What reason 1t :
- ,”IIS not material to. cons1der, was lost s1gh‘° of in,
- Athe war which. ended in 1783;a 4
St us to the penod of Amemcan mdependenc b

Whl(..h hri 1ngs

1"2

B S e " 8
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‘Vhen the War Wrth Franc,e in 1‘790 ﬁrst broke

"»"out ‘the 1ecent aSS1stance Wthh Amemoa had .

ed fr om that coun’n y, und the early popu-
o Tard : ‘of. revolunonary 0p1mons ‘made ‘it very
L doubtful whether thefeelings of the people would
. ff’admlt of then neuttahty beiﬁé' pleserved but '
~ th conﬁdenoe umv‘ersally p}aced in: Gener al o
i Washmgton enabled him to follow at this crltl-. B
. c'ﬂ perlod the mamfest mterests of hlS COuntry
- ¢ On_our p'u‘t our’ c0nduct towards neutrals '
L ‘pened most mausplclously, and the Orders of
- ,the 6th November dn‘ected otr’ crurzers “ o stOp
nd:’detam for Tawful’ adJ udrcatlon fdhessels 1&-
det 1t5hl%?c§hdts) }the produce of a,n‘y French ¢o-
ony, ¢ rf earryu;g provlsrons ‘or other supplfes E
e fo lthe use of any such colony.” "This, in'somé
Jr pects, exeeeded the ugour of the 1u]e of 1'756 -
Th‘eﬂre Was no attempt to, determme to What exs .
fent the neutr*rl ‘had- a trade: ‘with the enemy s
colo es before the War,hut “the whole was ‘des
voted to condemnatron.» Tlns Order- produced
: of course, a ferment in “America, where ‘the Go- :
o vernment havmg determmed on neutrahty, Was L
A equalIy so'to sipport the rights of that’ chara¢-
- ""f;” Before, however, ‘the receptlon of the O‘r~-
iere could be well understood Liere, we're-
E (‘l‘(at Once, by a second prodamatron‘m ¥ a'-,
~huary, , 1704, the rlgomus deCree of ‘twor mOnths: Gt
bef‘ore, by ordermnr our crmzers to sexZe on}y‘_ .

zt,

S such vessels as W re hden thh goods the Pl‘oq,f 25

- duce of the French West Indu Islands, and
6 ‘C()mmo- dll‘PCtly from ‘Hly' POI‘tS Of the" Sald‘- & SR

L€ 1slands to Europe " and this- mdulgenc X

73

: 1s called ‘was further e*{tended in J anuary, 1798
by an.Order permrttmg neutrals to cairy | ‘the
| _pxoduce of enémies’ eolomes, not: only to- thelr ST
- pectlve countrles, bt to (:re’tt Bmtam, thh, el

: remamed in force unt11 the-peace of Amlens H
L Tt is not- easy to account for the’ precxpltate :

L conduct towards neutrals- in the first Order, and
Amerlca could not |
:have been heard on the SlleGCt thOuO‘h her sen*

its subsequent revocatlon

' of the Whole of these proceedmos is’ unmtelhgrble,
it s evrdent that they ¢ould not have ongmated, ,
i the- pretenswns or encroachments of Amerlea o
In November, 1794 ana ttempt was made by ‘
.treaty to introducea modlﬁcatlon of the’ rule 1n
'. (Iuestron, by stlpulatlug, in ‘the Ich artrcle, thaﬁ »
;3Amerlca ‘should not. export ‘to: Europe artroles
’the produce of. the West Indres, by Whlch ‘her
tiade with all the huropean coIomes WOuld lla;Ve'_" i
: ,been conﬁned to the: extent of her own eonsump- o
~ tion, :»:Thrs artrcle was. repeted on ‘tlie - ‘othéy Sy
. A‘g.ﬂde, and. that reJeotron assented to by the rutlﬁ-_' | o
,.'.catlou of (:reat Bntam. S

‘a8 1t;‘ S

e
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By the _same treaty, Commlsmoners were aps
“pomted to determme the claims of: Anlerlcans,;;”‘ :
< for 1lleoal captures or. condemnations of their
L vessels and other pl operty, undcr colour, of CLE

< thonty or commissions ﬁom hlS MaJesty

They sat in London, and awarded very lame, '
~sums to the clalmants for losses sustamed prm«‘.
czpqlly, if not wholly, from the executlon of the"_f
mstructmn of the 6th November, 1793 ; i nor can
it be pretended th’tt the demswn of these com-f-
,.nnssmners is to. be attnbuted to the ‘majority
of Amerlcans oomposmcr 1t for it Was well under-
stood what were the zlleoal captures, as the tr°aty' L
called them;ﬁupzon Wthh they Wcre to demde, D

emamder of the War >Wthh

ended in t
stalmng - from - taklng any part in. the extra~

Vaorant pretenslons of the northern powers,‘
‘she. Well kneW orwlnated in consldep :
attons totally forewn from any dc sire of arrang- i
. ing equltably the- relatlve ughts of belhgerents
: a,nd neutlals,kcontmued to: carry on, “her . com«r ‘

| merce, -without any- further dlscussmn with us

‘about prmmples, but in consequence of somef;vﬂ,

peace of Amxens, Amerlca, ab-'

3

Brxtam. B

has ere"tted ‘no- httle ernbar asment "to those_ :

- Who have 'tttempted to Just1fy our subsequent
o conduct * o S

L

MY Lonn,

G'reat Cumbet Iand Place, Mawh la, ISOL ‘

The decree’ of the vrce admxralty conrt of‘ Nassau, a copy oi‘ whlch

the United States to a port in the Spamsh colomes, upon the groond

) annexed, condemnmo' the cargo of ‘an Amerxcan vessel, ‘going ftom_ ‘

T tha“t the artlclP.s of innocent merehandlze composm'7 the same, thongh X

Yona fide neutral property, were of the growth of Spam, having been .

- - sanctioned, and the prmc:lples extended, by the prize courts of thef

o Bntlsh islands, and parhcularly by the ' court ‘of ‘Jamaicay has been?' ‘
E decmed suﬂiclent authouty to the bommanders of ‘the  ships of war

o and prwateers cruising in those seas, to fall upon and capture all Ame-
. ncan vesse]s bound to an enemy’s colony, aud havmg on board any ¥

article of the growth or manufacture of a natlon at war thh Great -

These captures, whlch are delCade by wha&{
gcrent s rxght to dxstress hls enemy by mtenuptu_
his habits or convenience may reqmre, have proc ucé

S

ermed the belli:

tﬁr!r“

tandj o

niost senous complamts amofig - the American; mgl 1;;.;{@ myho ‘have -

seen, thh mdlgnatwn, a reason asswned for the Cayture and conﬁs—}b
_ cation ' of their property, which is totally dlsreg‘mded in the open

trade carried on between the British and Spamsh colonies, by Brmsh{
and Spamsh subjeets, in- the very artxc]es, the supply of wluch byv :
i [} o

neutral merchants, is unjustly interrupted.

The law of nations, agknowledged in the treaty of amlty, commerce, L

" ‘and navxo‘atxon, between the United States and GxeatBntam, allows the -
‘ goods of an enemy to be lawful puze, and pronounces those of a fnend ;
: to be free. ;

- While the Umted States take no. measures to almdge the n«hts of b

. Great Bntam, as abelhgelent, they are bouud to resist, with ﬁrmness,

every attempt to extendthem, at the expense of the equally incontest-

peace with the rest of the world, ™.+, e, "‘l(!

u-able rights -of ngtions, which ﬁnd then‘ mterest and dut) in hvm«r m_'

s So Iong' as the ancient law of natmns is observed whxch protects thet o
mnocent merchandlze of neutxals, ‘while it abaudonq to, the bellzgerent e
the goods of hlS enemy, a plain Tulé-exists, and | may be appealed to, to. s

.decxde the nghts of peace and war : - the belhgereut has no. better au- . “

thomty to ‘curtail. the rights of the’ neutral, than the neutral has to do

. the like in regard to.the,rights.of the belhgerent, and it is only by -
7 an adherence to the ancrent code, and the re_]echon of modcm gIosses,
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df‘We here see that thls memorable rile: of =

k1756 the fonnda,tlon of those mcmtrme nghti_;'_ -

’ that ﬁxed and precrse rdles can be found deﬁmnv the tlghts‘, and

diaties of lnde éndent states:, |

xeg;ﬂnib?;it 1‘: ots‘ such 1Ir;1portance, ‘and the essentm.l mterests of
~the United Statesy, whose pohcy is that of peace, are €0 deeply aﬁ‘ected .
by _the doctrines whrch, during. the present war, have been sethup, R
Cin order to eula_r e the rxgbts of bellxgerents, at-the expense ‘of those
ef neutrals: tljetl s,haﬂ mthout loss of time, submn; to your lordshrp ] Ly
eonsrderatwn su farther reﬂectrons respectmg the same, as rts wreab SR

e appears to demand. L
;mi):rttg:cmeff tnme, as the’ decxsions eferred to cannot, f‘rom the tina i
evmdable delay, w’mch attends the prosecutrou of appeals, be sp : 'l;\' e
:ev' seds andas the eﬁ'ect of those decrees wrll contmue to be .the unJ:st
and rulnoue mterruptmu ot‘ the Amex ican commerce in the West In xz: ’
geas, i ,ls.my duty to requlre that precrse mstructxons sdha]l, v(vlrt;:ou o
delay, be d:spatched to the proper officers in the West. Indies an loiva. ‘
Seotla,to correctthe abuses which- have arisen. out of thiese ﬂleg]a fe; _
e;ees, and put an ¢ ud to the depredﬁtlonstwhxch are wastmg the a.w ul
N 'of a peaceable and friendly nation
somr{x;:‘tc]f vreatpconmdelatxon and respect, 1 have t‘le honour to be,

BUFUS KING;

Fri your lordshlp s most obed;ent and most humble ‘servant, -

Lord Hawkesbury, &c. &c.('; '

ERTI

) Dowmng Str?et 4171‘11 11’% 1‘801“

SIR i Lo -
I havebthe honour to acknowledge the receupt of your Ietter of ]3tlg s

. bflast month, and, to inform you that, i £ONSequence, of the reptes,eug c

tatron contamed in rt, a iefter has been written,. Dby his maJesty s GO

‘ mand, by Mis grace the duke - of. Portland, -to the lords. commxssroners B
- of the admiraltys a copy: .of which. letter- 1. herewith enclose. to, you3
for the mformatron of the government of the United Statess o0

23 o ¢ h:we ‘the ‘honour .to. be, - with great. trnth, Sir, your mos!:

obedlent humble servant, . -

(ngned) a e HAWKESBURYs

Rnfus ng, Leqx, &e. &c. = i o
.,:, ot

W Intchull, SOth Marck, ]SOIA. Lo '

vMYLonns G e : : |
’ I transmit to’your lox‘dshlps hercwith a‘ copy ‘of tbe decree of the

vxce admnralty court of Nassau, condemmng theeargo of an Amerioan o

NoL

If.ztract qf lhe Advacate-Geneml’s Repmt‘ daté

ot

tation into the neutr
.}'.dlﬂicult_y‘ A ge
annot mll be lard down. The questlon must depend upon the partr— !

4' 74%1 |

j‘sw1thout WhlGh we are told our power cannot” |
G ex1st thOuGh it: was e\rermsed on]y for a Very k

;vesse], gomg fwm the Umted States to a port m the Spamsh colomes P
_and’the said’ decree havmv been referred to- the consrdemtxon of.the

kmg ] advocate-genera] your lordships will pexcexve from his report, an

i -extract from which enclose that it is hxs ‘opinion, that the sentenoe of

- -the vice- admxraltycourt is erroncous, ‘and founded in a mrsapprehensxon At

o or mlsapphcatlon of the prigciples laid.down in the decision of the ...~ ...~
: hlgh court of admrralty referr:ed to, thhout attendrno/to the hmlu Wl

,tatrons therem contained, ;. : Ry . :
In order, therefore, to put a stop to the mconyemcnces grrsmg from

; these erroneous’ sentenCes of the vice-admiralty .courts, L have: the hos -

. mour:to:signify to. your lordshrps the king’s p}é/asnre, that a; commum’

- ‘cation of thé doctrine laid down in the said lreport should he immedi- .
: ately made by your lordshxps to the several _}udges presrdmg in them,.

) Y am, &.c. :
"Pommxvu. )

%farch l 6, 1 SOI .

l have the honour to report that the sentence of . the v1ce admr—
ralty court appears to me erroneous, and to be founded ina mrsappre-

. ‘hension or misapplication of the pnncrp]es laid down in the decision

:of_the court of admrralty efenred ta, - wrthout attendmg‘ to the lmu-:

‘.—tatrons therein contained. =~

The ‘general prmmple :respectmg ‘the co]omal trade has, m the

" icoutse of the present war;been to a certa.m degree re]axed An: consr-'

rderatron of the present state of .commerce, : It is.now distinctly un-
:derstood and it has been repeatedly so_decided by the’ ‘high -court of

appeal that the produce of the colomes -of .the enemy-'may he i xm—,

' ported by a- neutral into his own countr_x and may be re-exported

+ Arom thence even to the mother-country of such,colony : : and, in lzke

B manner, - the produce and manufactures of' the mother-country rnay,

- dn this clrcultous mode, ,]evally find their way to the colonies.’ - “The

2 drrect trade, however, between ‘the mother country and its colomes,

5 thas. not, I apprehend ‘been’ recogmsed as legal elther .by hrs maJes- -
:ty s government or:by :

hi s;,trrbunals.b-_; TR e : :
'What isa drrect, trade, 'or what amounts to an -mtermedrate rmpor-
1 country, may sometrmes be a questron of some.
ral deﬁmtron of enher, applrcable to all cases,




' very httle in. other countrres.
, look naturally to the' practlce “and 'to* our” pubhc

acts., In
__'-_these dangerous pretensrous 3 “and it becamé irh-

s

, fshort’penod Was, durmg lthe Tast wal,-—-Fxrst,
'voluutarrly ‘abandoned ; ——-Secondly, eompeusa-'
. tion. was atterwards made “for‘the~'conse-

quences of its temporary executren by an’ act

which stw‘matxzes that ‘execution ‘as- ﬂlegal o

Thrrdly,»’ a form‘rl treaty with a frlendly power

»estabhshed prmcrples dlrectly opposed to ity
: and Frnally, that those prmmples “were most

exp11c1t1y ;apphed to Ameuca._,_ But still _no

| dlstlnct dlsavowal had been made of thls rule

formmg part of the 1aw of natrons, a crrcum-
stance on Wthh much stress 1s lard here, and
Foremu natwns

nelther could any trace be’ found of

‘materlal for them to ascertarn how we reconcﬂed

our conduct to our construct1 on’ of the laW of

natlons . Whlle we, on’ the contra1y, appear
-to have cared.httle aboit our practice or’’our
admrssrons, a ]ouo* - as _"We retalned 'What
must appear 4 chlldlsh advantage, of Tiot “dist

cular crrcumstapces of each case¢ Perhaps the _mere touching
ne\xtral country to take fresh clearances may p\r con51dered
asa frauddlent evasion, and sy ineffect;, the direct trad
wurh of -admiralty:} ha< expressly__demded (aud L see no, rg!ason o ex-

pect that the court “of appeal will vary ‘the’ rules) “that Iandmg the
goods“am’i paymg' ' thé*duties in the ‘néutral scountry: ‘reaks:the. conti-

“puity: of; the voyages: a\nd .is such an lmportatlon as 1egahzes the trade, :

although the goods be reshrpped ‘in'the samé vessel, and' o ac‘count of

oountry or the colony.

the same‘neu%ral prop’netors,’ andwhe forwarded for sale to the mptherv S

R

. vewmg a; princlple Whrch we. had not ventured

to. execute.

In thlb manner the last war ended Wlthout‘
any ser;ous cause, for dxsagreement w1th Ame—;
rica. Before we proceed to the 1enewal of hos-“f
'_trhtres, it Wlll facilitate  our . 1nquuy to explaln'
what course the commerce of that country had""

taken ander our former conduct

- This. part of' the subJect has ‘more th’m any.r
other been a source -of mlsrepresentatlons whlch’ B

itis necessary to explam. ~The author of « War v'

“in- Disguise’” takes par tlcular pams throuorh ,

his. whole Woxk to cxreulate and estabhsh an

0p111101]5 that- the great mass of neutral trade '
~ i5not bona ﬁde for neutral account but that it

. in reality covers the property of French Spanlsh,
and Dutch merchants, neutrahsed by the fraud
.and’ perJury of the Amerlcaus. In conﬁrmatron
vof this serious’ assertlon, he has, contrary to hlS

general practlce, ‘been partlcular]y sparmcr of
fhls -authorities, though he could have had no:
v,.dlfﬁculty in’ ﬁndlng them. . There is no doubt

to be found " in the records of our Pri ize C ourts, |

every: possrble case “of neutral’ fraud as. in those.
f'of the Old Balley 1nstances of every specres of

ﬂle “'forr‘ner, as to decrde on- the natronal
o i _G 92 'Ei""f‘ EEL iy
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"character of a people, by those of the latter. .

correct Oplmon on this point' can: only be. ob-

presumpmve orounds, ar1s1ng ﬁom a conﬂdera-g

tion. of the means, views;: and interests of the_—"f
‘} pames, Now L mamtaln, without: fear of con=:

'tradlctlon from any person acquamted -with:the:

commerce of Amenca, that this- character.as 1t~¢\ :

respects that countryis tota]ly unfounded and

. that though the trede w1th our: enemles colo~ : !
mnies: is’ camed on ina greater propoxtlon by
' neut1 als than at any former period, there is every: S
~ reason to beheve that therenever wasin the. course: o
“of any - war s0° httle property covered ‘under: ther

fraudulent‘ Ithask of"- neutrahty as’ ’lt present

' That thid 'gdt‘erests of the parties - in these transac-i -
thIlS do not; as the a.uthor ah'eady mentlenedy
| ;supposes, € stronwly mcllne them to the fraudu--
© lent’ course'."’ ‘That’ strange as it may appear,to:
i hlm, America has found, and that very suddenly, e

e a commercml capltal and: genume commmclal

| “ credit;’ 'tdeq‘ua,te to the vast magnitade of their. -
¢ present” 1nvestments. . That : France, Spa.m,»f »
‘k «- Holland; Genoa, and the late Austrlan Ne< :
L therhnds, and all the Colomes a,nd transma«% k
e lme domnnons of those powers, do not at this -
@ ’hOur possess merchant ships ,OF merchantsf "
_' encvarred on- thelr OWn account m exteuor;_f" '
“*4eommelee, ‘tIl,d that no subJect of thOSe un-'_‘

i i AN

Vfrom practlcal know}edge ~and : upon’

“‘" fortunate realrns has an_ mterest ii snchr :
“ a- commerce beyond hIS commlssron, In |
quotmg the forclble pass.wes w1th Wthh thle

erroneous: opmlon hag been 1nforced I do- not :

- of course mean to m'untam the posmve confor :

mity of every partrcuiar case to my pOSlthll 3 ali :
‘we have to do: W1th is the gencral chamcter of :
the trade in questlen s : L ,

The chara.cter of thqt trade waq ccrtamly such v

as it s represented by this author at the . be« :
' gmmng of ‘the war.in 1/.}0, and lt has been
- that of the neutral trade of. the northern powers,

in the present as well as all former wars; s'but the:
1rade of Ameuca, though befrlnmng partlally 8
on the same - plan, has, from natuxal cause's,.‘

"/

‘ taken adlﬁ"erent course afnd thou«vllthxs esseri- '
"tIOIl were not as. it is’ susceptlble of the clearesi,
demonstretron, yet I ivould conﬁdently a,ppeak

for the truth of 1t to the mformatlon Wthh Go«-.
vernment must recelve ﬁom our commelcml :
acrents m Amerlca and I Would even Venture
kan appeal to' our Prlze C0u1ts, Whether, m the k

numerous’ cases Wthh have been hrought beror
| fthem, the general complexxon of Amenc'm |
, commeree d@E‘o not conﬁrm this representatlon 5 '
‘Whether the mstances of the detectmn Yof any.
forelgn ;;’_mterest m the carooes detamed are-not;
 veryam e, but on the contr ary, :
'Clrcumstances, smce the commencement of the

Whether general

e
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o present Wax, d6 not’ aﬁ'ord strong plesumptlou
-of the bona ﬁdes of thlS trade ‘ o
" Nor . ‘can this appeaxance be attrlbuted to’
| the mmeased skill of neutral1ze1s, it is well'[

known tha,t the Amerlcans have never equallecl’
the European neutxals ifi - this respect “Their

distance from those who tust be supposed 10

be their prmmpals is too great “and. they labour

'under the: add1t1onal dlsadvantage of their whole_. :
‘corlesponden( e by passing ‘the- OCean being:

necessamly sub3ect to -our 1nspect10n 5 Wl’llCh,"’
though some cases mi crht pass undetected, rhakes
it 1mposslble to: carry on ‘with successful ﬁaud;
the. gleat mass of the commerce of a_country.
The-near nelghbomhood of: the ‘Dutch, Danes;

~Hamburghers, &c.and their easy communication,
‘ snm]ar hab1ts and languacre of their seamen, for
: they may . be sald to take them from a’ common

stocks enabled them in war’to pass their shlp- .
' pmw to one’or the other'accordluo~ as thelr ins

served——-a smrrle house at Brussels

'neutralxzed in’ the Amerlcan war upwalds of ‘
seven: hund’fed Dutch vessels and thls appears t6
have been 1m1tated in our: tlme 'by a shoemaker
of Kast I‘rresland Whose name has’ been equally .
'1mrmottahzed by: the not1ce umvelsally taken rof .

lllm by wthe'zealous eniemies of neutral ﬁ ands.
Butxour ?Govemmel

LN

: must have been ve1y Ig-r

TSRS ws* ‘

vnorant indeed, if these frauds Were really une _"
+known to them, or if they were ﬁrst mformed’j

‘of them by the authors, Who appeal to ha,ve

‘md they mast’ h'we been Very Weak 1f they' '
‘swere conmved at otherwxsethan from a convmtlon

that ‘we had an mterest i thelr emstence

b"A little: reﬂectmn would “have' pomted out the:
nature of ‘this interest, ‘and one excursion down

‘the river, where until lately hundreds of Dutch

‘wessels under these ensigns of neutrality might

‘have beenseen, would have given these sa«racmus
'dlscovexers some idea of its extent. AEE
They would  have found ‘out, that our trade
‘w1th ‘the' hostile: ports -of - the: contlnent of
" Europe Was, nor could not be otherW‘aSe camed ‘
of'; that the: expoxtatlon of our: surplus of
’West Indla produce of which: we hear 50
’m*uch, that our own’ manuf'tctures, a’ subJect
~ though less talked of at least as 1nterest1ng, and’
thiat in fact our who]e comme1 ce with the country‘-
of the enemy, of Wthh we feel so sens1bly thie
'deprlva,txon, had no other means of conveyance

"‘hat tve - cannot premsely take the - advan-

 tagges of ‘such connivance" ‘without som'e ‘corrés
's’pondmg dlsadvantage, there"is mo’ doubt tlie:
' fﬁfmudulent neutral suffered for '61'11' beneﬁt Wlll :
"'frequ’e‘n‘tly carry: the property-of our: enenly, :
but it has always hlthexto been cons1dered that E

ket
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more than those of our enemles on a ﬁee cu\ :

'v',:culatlon of commelce, our advantacres must
;meat] y prepondemte To hear the good pohcy »

B

~of -this conmivance questloned Would certa.mly
" have surpnsed me, but_ still more. must it sur--

".‘Lprlse 2 pLactlcai erchant to. ﬁnd it pomted »

.:eut to. the pubhc as a novel dleOVCI‘y ’

Though this part of the ~subject lns httle

kf;eonnectlon Wlth the neutra& trade of Amer1ca§
I am 1nduced to take notlce of 1t on account
5 k.o:f the smcrula.r Lonorance whlch prevalls re-

epectmw it, and it may perha,ps mchne thoseJ
whe may. per51st in consxderlng thxs mstcmce_

of self deceit a gr levance, to glve a prefcrence A
‘to Amencan neutrallty, by sugoestm@ that:t_f
-Geooraphlcal dlﬁicultles, and stﬂl .more those

‘ansmo’ from dlssuml%r hablts, must ever pxevent
, tha.t exchanoe of bhlppmg which they deplore. A

Dutchman Wlu mdke a tolerable Dane, Tbut he
: ean never, be mlstaken for an Ameucan.f_., s
The only mstance of Amenm ‘being. accused
of thl‘; practlce is;dm the ev1dence reperted'_-

ato the House of: Commons by the West Indmr

| "Commlttee* 3 Whlch, propelly e\f\mmed mto;".

R Commzme.t:.,, :
Q, ¢ To what causes prmcnpally do you. attnbnte the present
2 dxstressed ‘state "of the. West India_colonies —AL T concelve the

%, causes.of that to: be, msc, the too hlgh duty wmch is lald upon the

.’w Emdmzce of Mr ﬂ’zlson bqu ¢ the W est Induz _'

e
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- WOuld éer tamly 1ot h'we Justlﬁed the 1nferencesf :
drawn from it. There can be no' doubt, from the |

iespectablhty of -the ev1dence, that the -fact he
‘states camie within his knowledge; but from the
general comple\non of ‘the report there is ‘every
reason to- <uppose thIS Very 1mportant subject
“Would have' been' more - minutely examined, ' if

“any result fwourable to- the evident tendency of
s arguments could have been e\meoted It
Would have been : hlghly .interesting * to Know
~how many instances. had been dlécovered as by
pointing them out to our Government ‘redress

“might liave been obtained by apphcatlon to that
of Ame1 ica, whosé strict ftttentlon to' the eha—

mcter of her flag has always- been 1em%rkable.

“The vessel so obtained by-an American citizen
could never have an Amerlcan register, - would

'always pay the dutles of a foruml cshlp and,

£ artldeg next, the rehxatxon of the system towards neutrals,

»enabhnfr them to carly away mdlscnmmately produce from the

- «. enemies colonies s - thirdly,” 'the policy“ of the: French in allowm

s ‘French shxps, bought by neutrals, to enter their port ts as if stlll

_carrying the ongmal ﬂag, makmg a dxﬁ“ereuce in the dutxes p(ud
¢ in France upon foreign shap,, 27 frangs fiffy cents, or 23 shlllmws

hy French ships 22: francs | ﬁfty cents, or 19 °hzlluws per 102
}french pounds of sugar, equal to about one hundled “weiglit,

~

those ships ave engaged to remstate them in French ports thhm a

¢ twelvemonth’ after peace.” : _
Though neutmls on]y are mennoned thl; charfre was well under- ;
siood to apply pl‘m(.lp'ill) to Amérncans. LI TR :

that measure producing the addltxonal advantage- of : k(.epmg ‘their -
.own slups inemploy during war’ time, as by hond the puxchasers of
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: from facts. o TE T

;ratlons e\ndently ruinous to those who undel ake
,fsthem, but such casual errors.soon. Correct the -
selves, and: the. truth is. more easﬂy dxscoveled

Asoa

'even to® have the x‘urht of navm‘wtmg under- the

ﬂag, the owner: must ‘have been-guilty: of: dn'ect
perjury, by swearing that no ‘pérson: ~but: hlmself' ‘

‘haddirectlyor: mdn*ectly an interest: m her 37 and

the. evil could - ‘have, been ‘cured by our: seizing

vvand condemmng such - vessels:. ‘wherever they
: ‘rmght ‘be found, which. eould: never have heen
~ complained . of - by America.
:drawn by the .witness.ino .this case,- thatthe
‘distressed: state of our West, India’ colomes “Was,
'\among other Causes,’ prmcxpally to be attributed

The .inference

‘to wessels 0. su;uated being: permltted to-import

~ sugar into Franee, .at a duty. ‘of: 4s. per:cwt. less
' ithan: was paid by -others, should; instead:. of in-

‘ducing the Comm1ttee to: 1epeat it; hayeled them .

mther to 1ece1ve thh ca

There are; N0 doubt 1nstances n tr ade of ope-

‘;~by examining what - the mte1est of the pames

must be, than by taking up an - 1=;olated fact by
In this lnstance, ﬁqm'_

~the ahght evxdence I havc mentioned;.a concha-

'ﬁwhlch to: estabhsh 1t

n hrs deduepens E

sion is. dlawn, that nearly the- *w/zole French mer-' L
,Lcantlle marme is - tmnsfened to neutlals, 4:0 be

‘_ held by them duunrr Wa,x, and to be rebumed a,t' o

- a’'pencer

5.2/ The French: pxopnetor mu

Ereater- advmta«re ‘have sold it. outmght

“{ions of: faterest:?. -

e

"rlshable-pxoperty at a distance, when he ‘could to
-and the

TIs? such ranfopelatlon ‘on: the part of |
B Amemcan o be ;keconcxled to any oalculw.

»?rti“ust ’a velyopén"jl ‘

Fr ench Government whxch is supposedoto hazve :

: authomzcd the sale; would- bettelxanswer ts: pur-
fpose of havmgameroantxlemarme onrthe returnof
.peace; by. pexmxttm gthen the pulchase of neutral

z:‘Vesqe]s. The Ameuccm pm‘chaser has, as hlS only

: fadvantdve, the right, of Jmpomng sugars ata re-

-duction of four shillings the hundred on the duty;
‘but he must, in the first place, I suppose, bepaid -

: forhis per jur y 5 he must then, during thewar; trust
- -ver Yy valuable.property in'a vessel nawgated uns

der a sea-letter, and Wlthout a reglstex 3 and-it
180 known thata eons1dex able difference is always
made in the. price of nsur anoe. 1 believe  these

3 dlsadvantages -would be a full: balanca for-the

fiow duty; but: he: certamly would'be: left a CQn-k
}Sldeiabie loser; ‘when it is: conmdeied th';,t
“America he wouid be liable both for lns carcro and

| ‘Ris’ tonna«e to forexon duhes ;- that the pr mmpal
’;artxcle exported from France- to- Ame1 icais! bran—

' _"dv,a the: duty on which is about 50 per: cent.: on e
the fﬁxstﬁ cost, to whlch 10° per5cent Would in
-thiseave:- be -added. - These clrcumstances nst

: isatmfy any person acqualnted W1t11 ‘the com-x‘

H 2

-




: mcree of AmeuCa, tha,t the tran actionslcomq ;

' plamed of can have no e‘(tent if it were not fwr

fther conﬁrmed by the fact that France had, at
ythc breakmg -outof - the prcsent war, very little:
qluppmg to transfer.. I’ hcwe been 1nduced ta

' -_take more notlce -of this busmess tlnn its ime

porhnce may appefu‘ to desexve, from the exags
'gemted consequences attributed to it by others ;

from the:. attempt to ‘make a plausrble 1mpreesmn

on those who ‘were not - -able. proper]y to apprer.
' cmte It and from its appearing. to have been the

cause of the Order in: Council, dnectlng the
- p&pture of all vessels tr ansfeued by the enemy. to
‘neutrﬁds——a measure to which there s .no. ‘other
, objectgon, than that it is certamly a VlOl&thIl of
neutral rlcrhts, founded on a: most erroneous
< oplmon., STy SRR :

“Itis certalnly a clrcumstance much in faVOur
of the neutrality of - Anmerica, ‘when compared
‘ Wlth that of the: Danes and . Germfms, that it -

- does not: screen from o hostlhty the vessels 'Lnd

Z'"[seamen of our enemles If our. trade to . Hol—j

; land and Hambux gh had been -carried on by

’Amerlc'msz mstead of pre etended Danes, Papens
‘burghem, &c, we: should not now. have opposed
- to:us so. crreat a number of able searnen, ‘and the |
Dutch and Danes Would not be able to add to
the: power of the enemy t those sea habits, and na.- :
val sklll Wlneh it would be of: much more 1ma

53

A

portance to ds to have destroyed than, ships and
naval stores, wluch a short tlme will replace *

’Whlle ‘the . Northern. n'rtlons contmued neuy
.tral ‘the consequence of thelr competxtlon with -
the Ameucans was- found by experi ience to. be,”‘-
“that the former engrossed mnch the laro est pors

tion of the European carlym(r trade, as, also of

‘What ‘has been called the - nentrahzmg trader
where the only benefit of the neutral was his .

freight, and. ‘that addltlonwl compensotlon for a

false oath, which. we are told, and no. doubt if to
~ be lnd at all, 1s, a cheap mrtrcle on thc Contl-»
: nent They could. navigate thc1r shlps much,

heaper than the Americans, . and by their- situas
~ tion and means of communlcatlon by, post, they -

COuld eqtfrbhsh 'md vary, thelr train of frauds in

a manner that the dlstance of the others, and

 the examination of their eouespondence by our
, clulzers, rendered 1mp0531ble. S

. But, on_ the other hand, the 51tuat10n of Ame-
rlca, the . value'of the produce of her own soil,

' the Want of that produce in the West Indles,[

* In eshmatma' the advantages of the Damsh exped:tlon, theg o
importance “of ShlpS and stores as: an" 1ngred1ent ot‘ ‘naval power, o
 appéars .to me over-rated. .- It- is -in seamen. only we find | . the -
“enemy. cannot. equal us. If our shlps were " all destroyed in'a [

: ’day, onr naval power mlght soon he rcstored, 1f we had; as Den: -
mark certamly has, the means of lprocmmg others, and of mamtam- s

‘ mg in the mean tune our mdependence. But xt is ‘now dxscovered that o
wé:have’ ‘Tost by capture, and ihe Danes ‘have cousequently gamed ai L

. }arge a quantlty of stoxes as we brouoht away. ST ‘

B TRt
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1, aﬁd the séarly asmstance of the capltdls of thls

_ countr y, ‘not; only: gave her a-decided: advantaoe

- outiof the ‘European ; Seas; . but have enabled her

to: convert ‘what'was' before  trade of belhge-‘

; rénts under a neutr al mask into bona, ﬁdc advem e

Atmes of neutmls for- then own account |
Seve1a1 cncumstances concurxed to- promote R

thls chanoe The Dane and the Swede,

sendmo- thelr vessels to the West Indies, could
”gontubute towards: the adVGntme nothmf)‘ but:
 thie s‘mp ; their- countmes furnished little or- ho~ L
'thmg of what was- wanted there; and the: SLperlor :
‘Capltal 'md cornmermal advantagesof their: nelglb i
- bours the Dutch, kept the northem shxppmg em-

; pLOyed for them, and for I‘Lancekand Spam, whose

k 'neu‘oral trade’ durmor war.was: generally managed '
, 'through Hollmd ‘on: theli* retum, as. Well as oﬁ "

ialong the coasts of thelr employers, wlnch g'we
- evety: facxhty to this: mode of proceeding,- from

~ which little more ‘than 3 good ﬁ'ewht remamed
 withthe neutral -—But Amerlca, in entevmo into

”thls commer((e, was: dlﬁ'elently s1tuated Hu’, (
dlstance from Europe pxevented he1 mewhemts L
ﬁom-bemg set at- work: 10 any extent fOI‘SE\f“
whlle the: g:31 eat vmlue '@f"‘her ;

r@pean -account;
own pxoduce, whlch was of first’ neces‘smy in th

" but e}spemence, and that. tendency WhLCh coms
vmerce, when left alone, always lns to ﬁndnztsq
_ preper channel gradua]ly tar ned. the whole oven
to, Amencan account

1slands brought her forward very. eaﬂ *{as_”f b
@prl.- The.- assxstance ‘of Brmsh ,cap1ta,1 @va@s

also of great-service at that pemod though heﬁ
owh: has since 50" much mmeased that like the
eﬁ’ect of Emopean emlgratlons on her poPuIa—-

.tion, wlnt was. once a prmcxpal agent is now

scair cely felt —The Jmﬂuence I h'we mentloned

of 51m11ar Ianguage, hablts, and omgm, were here
strongly shewn “the Dutch, with a commercml o

interest of thlee pel cent. trusted none of their

:’ money in the admntageous speculatxons of thqu ‘

. new merchants, no- manufactures, even of that v
nor, any country- on the. Contment Weie ar, are
: ;now sold to them on:credit 5 Whlle our me1 ch'mts |
and manufactulels enteled Wit

new -and: pxoﬁt'xble field.

The value of the domestlc produce »of Ameq‘ .
rlca, and that of the. m'mufactures ofthis couBy
try obtamed on-along cr edit,: soon formed: ’cherw a

fore;a capltal for_carrying on: xthxs trade for,acs :

- count_of - ‘the - neutml while hjS oWn mcre@sed»
Wlth its 1mp01t'mce. ; In the e'uly Remod of the,
W ar, - the -old mode of ploceedmg, whleh\th\ev'f
French and. Spamm ds. were: accustomed- to withy
the: Northem ncutmls, was: folLowec} rfmme;;'
h%bxts and’ oplmons ‘prev‘allcd and the" means e@'

Ameuca Wele then uneqml to:large operatlol

The Spamal ds Werer, 1as

h,zwldlty mto thisf_» :

)
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tlléy always are, the last to adopt this changes
' ",Awents wexe sent out to cau y on opera,tlons un«~

- der the old’ system, Whlc:h ‘the” competltlon of

i Amemcans on then"own ‘account dlways ren-
dered x‘umous, ‘and even at present the little ¢o-

| “vered trade stlll ex1stm0* is probably mostly .

Ty Spanwh.

I must afrcun repeat tha,t 1t is not mtended to

" , mamt'un that instances may not be ploduced in

| b ‘_oppozﬂtlon to tlnsoenelal char acte1 of the tradé of
";,_‘Amerlca \Vlth the enemy s colonies: propelty of .
- allnations is no doubt ﬂoatmg at this momentun-

: f;-der the neutral ﬂag, but I am well convinced,

B .strange as it may seem, ‘that if the fact could be

: ascertamed more Br itish than. enemy ’s propelty

| "Would be found in that situation. Theinterest of

.b the part1es is the only thmor to be con31dered for
the purpose of for ming a corr ect OplnlOn, ‘and facts

'bpposed to it should be cons1de1ed as cqsu'tltles, '

- and received for that pur pose with gi cat cqutlonu
o 1t Would be absurd -to “talk of - the qupenor
' 7'morallty of one descr 1pt10n of” people 0ve1 ano~

,ther If the fraudulent tlade were’ more pro- :

ﬁtable 1n "America it would plevall thoucrh 1
inust say, “and I spedk’ ﬁom con31de1 able e:xpen-'

“ence, that the’ charactcr of the" gled,t body of
' merchants of that countl yl lxttle‘deselves thet un«

3ust msmua‘uons, m whlch Wmtels on’ tlm SlleCC

.t R

: '»}“‘ve SO xlhberally mdulged EECE S

V’The cons1gnee there rmust again’ reslnp it to. some
- port on the Contment ~and the sugar: beuw
- there sold the manufactureb of Frauce and-
»Spam would be returned in the s'tme ma,nnel 3
- the . provisions' from Amel ica - Would be pur-
_chased for him i m that country, and sent under -
| the same cover for hlS own 'tccount The planter
: mﬁst here trust his property n the first mstance
, to strangers- Whom he knows little about —-for the
intercourse between Amerlca Wlth the West In—
dies is prmmpallym the hands of the bmall tr aclera
: ;from every creek and mlet of the countx y, and ,

: ,hlgher premlum for anot bem‘ . ,ble to Warrant |
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Now let us, conmder how the mterest of the 1
‘"'partxes concerned favoms my statement._,, A ’
pldnter at Martlnlque, or at. Cuba, Wants to |
sell - his produce at ‘the - hmhest, and to “fa- -1
nish - himself - Wlth European ' m'mufactures,i ,,
and American plovxsxons, lumber, &c. at thev' "

lowest prices posmblee supposmw WlllCll is ad-;

mltted, that he is: under no 1estr1ct10ns, how VVlll' 2
he proceed? If this is to be done for hLis own |
- account under a neutral mask, which, if he had |
jthe poor Dane to deal with, would be his onlyf_ .
e _"1remedy, ‘he must ship his sugar on TBoard the’
~yessel to the consignment of a person in Amemca,:; ’

to whom by false pqpers it must appear to belong.

carrled on, in’ sm'tll slooPs and sehooners, he'

- omust’ secondly, in- makmg h1s msurance, pay al

I
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the p1 opelty to be neutral ; third] ¥ b he must’ pay'

" ¥ commissions in America and France, and ahigh -
| ,neutrallzlncr frelght -and lastly; he must give po=
sitive ;orders ‘many . months befme»hand for ‘his
;supphes, of the recelpt of wlnch he must always ;

| ,be ungertain. e e
It dlfﬁcult to, 1mag1ne a more- unsatlsfaetory o
mode of proceedmg, or that the planter ; should -
} mot soon. ﬁnd out, that the Amerlcan trader can -
) afford to give him more for his produce at his -
own door, ke km«r 1t away under his real neutral
character, _and selhng it where he pLeasee, and
that in the same manner. he can buy his Euro~ i
pean and Amerlean supphes 1n the quantlty and:
of a quahty he may select, in-a market always - ”

kept moderate by 1 the. most active . competrtlon,

No, precise - proportlon ‘between: the relative ad- -
vantages of these two pr oceedings- could with any:
' cextamty be fixed, but that of the latter would

'plobably not be overvalued at 95 per cent. .

- It should also be ‘ebserved, ‘that a ver Y- smalle

,propm t10n of the Freneh and. Spamsh colonists: -
reside in Europe 5 allowmg therefore for expenses:-f

of cultxvatlon, the money to be 1em1tted home ist
of tuﬂmg amount.. . At no. tlme was the nums:
ber of European 1e51dents equal to. those of our: -
‘Colomes 5 and the French revolutlon produced a
: separatlon between them and the mo ther country,a :

- V'Wthh the shoxt 1nte1val of peace did not remove..‘z- N

: ’,'The revenue derwed ﬁom the Colonles by persons L
- résident i in France must be very trlﬂmg ;-and that

formerly was chiefly from St. Domirgo.  The cul-

»- r_thatOIS of Cuba-are: almost all residents in that,
-island. - The colomst is consequently left more

at ]1berty to follow: hlS own interest, though it

} ’:would almost to the same: degree be that of the
i Emopean resxdent possessmo colomal property to
- sellin the 1sland and receive hls revenue by bills

of. exchange. “The very unfrequent appearance"‘f

. of bills of this. descnption in- r‘ncuhtlon is an

“additional proof how few W est Indla p1 oprretors '-
- '_;reslde in France or $pa1;n. o -

That the general interest of all par tles natm all y
tends to produce the state of the trade above—men-

‘tioned cannot be: dhsputed ‘but it must be stlll
‘more evxdent to our West India merchants, when
| they eons1der the natuxe of thelr own connean
- with Amerlca They have ever y. advantage over

the foreigner in comblmng operations W1th that

v ',jcountl y 3 and British property covered or .unco-

vexed erosses the sea at less 11sk than that of. our

| .enemles But is 1t not Well known that it 1s much

more- for the. beneﬁt of our. planters to buy of ' ’,
Ameueans in the 1slands as thexr wants occur, than' I

~ to send for large ordexs for.. peushable commodl-‘ -

E ties: on: thexr own account ? That thlS is oecasmn—
‘-;’fally done is not demed -but of . the 1, 400 000%
L whrch those supphes amount to ye'u]y, it 1s cer

.12
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Y,":tam]y not tﬂkmo- too much to fay- that at least
4:.:»nmeteen—twentleths are’ sent for - Ameucan ags
~count. ,
Hi"hlS mterest in: this- mode of proeeechng, its -ads
- '?Vantcxo es must be mﬁmtely gkeatm to all fm ewn
B ,Colomsts

Suxely then if the British: planter‘ﬁnds

~Butit is asked by PV ar in Dzsgzuse* € by What
'me'ms could the new merchants of the United
‘St\a,tes be able to purchase all the costly experte

of the Havannah, and the other Spanish-ports-in
the West Indxes, Whlch now cross the: Atlantlc in

thelr 1nmes P The ougm of Amerlcan capltalg

~ - for this trade from their own ploduce and from
" British credit has been already exphmed~ ifthe
Ak'-}mgemous author h&& condescended to - make ins .
f.?qulry into the actual state of capxt'd and- com* |
 mercelin Amenca, he would'not ‘have been led _
"*r‘f’into his very erroneous opinions. of then' extent:;
| Fhe West Indxa trade requlre‘s m Amer:ca lese :
- capltal than any other, and - an . adventure 1éx
{ the islands can'be unde1taken almost without any

actual dlsbmsement beyond the value of thie shipy

1] the: pr0v1s10ns, luraber, &P. can be purchased |
{on a short credlt the Bx 1t19h mmufactules (a,nd, '
it is for that rcason thftt they prmmpally are
: Brxtlsh} on & very' lono‘ one, and the adventurer

Y f £

eiy ﬁequenﬂy see }ns cargo of sugar or coffee :

e .‘[:~.¢
Forledi
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vetirn before;he -is c'tlled upon to pay for hxs
.Voutvv'u'd mvestment

It isfor’ thls reason tha.t

this branch of - trf;de is’ generally carried on
by the more needy class: of"- melchdntsz a.nd that
‘the opulent houses. eonﬁne themselves more to
- that with Ind;a and Chma, and ‘with' Russn,,
“which" can only be managed Wlth extenswe ca-
: p1tals ‘But so far from there belng any msufﬁcl-
ency of capital for the West India: tfade, a dozen,
.‘:.commercml estabhshments mmht pel‘haps e
- pamed,’ ethal n tlnt respeot to 1ts eXclusxve ma-,

nagement T : R
- The second Voyage of \Vest Indla produ(:e

: vrequnes little more c'-tpttal than the first.” The‘

importer e1the1' sells for home - consumptlon, for' '
| ~exportation, ‘or exports hxmself accoxdmg to. his
i__i'ppmlon of the relatwe state of the markets,
- those: Whose means or cxedlt are low O“enerally
- gell, the rlcher make their optmn 3 if they shlp,k

xthey of course select the most favourable market;
- but whether it is in E,ngland Holland Franee,
- or TItaly, the amount, after paying sometimes

~=for a small return cargo, is placed at the: dispo-
~cpal of their correspondent in London, who acts,
- as. banker, ‘withdraws, by means of the fotewl’L

- exchanges, .the ‘property from abroad, and’ ac=
- gepts the drafts of his American correspondent,
- which are remitted to pay the originul debt to.

‘t.he Bmtlsh mmufacturer. In this part of theﬁ '
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transaotlon credlt is agam inore Wantecf than '

R N = - =T

pomtment may ensue to him from the loss.of the

/O 0/2) * Vessel %t sea, he generally insists on making the

msurance in London, that he may in every event
be seculed : - e

Thls mode of proceedmcr varies. accordmg to

ocoaswnal cu’cumstfmces.; Smce our Court of ~
Admlralty has set its face agamst resh;pments of:(
'West Ind}d, ploduce by the orlglna} importer;

as. bemg a contmuance of. the’ same Voyage, the

rope, has been in a gr cater degree separated

‘/ances. S

Capl
‘ F)

e’ London merchant, if he hias a good
O‘PIIHO;I‘” of thie. solldlty of his conespondent
P@}mltSV hun to. dlaw two-thuds or:three-fourths
Of thﬁ value-i in alltICII)athD “but that no disap-

busmess of the t1 ader to the 1slands, and to Eg-

“and. the re-expm ta,txou by the orlgmal 1mporter_;-.
seldom t‘xkes place. The Americans have also,
for reasons which I Sh’LH plesently notlce, a
dlshke to makmg thelr 1nsurances in Loudon,_
and they reheve themselves ﬁom tlus necessny,.:,
Wthh 1s mtended only for the - secux ity of thelr‘l{‘_
conespondent thele, accmdmg as their: means
enablo them to dlspense Wlth anhc;pated ad-‘,’,.

Ihus We see the Whole 1ound of the Ame—z -
llcau West India tr ade, and that the. extent off_,‘,_:; L
‘_l'employed in 1t 1s sub‘lect to contractlon,*v,j. S
P c&parmon, accordmcv to the meaus of, thei-;;;;‘
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; couutry 3 ﬂl it may be COnducted Wlth very‘ f
lxttle, and that of course itis moxe ploﬁtably conm'k '
ducted Wlth more, We also see in what- ma;nnef '
pmt of the ver y la,rge amount of Butlsh manua
faotuxes is. dzsposed of by 1e-exportatxon fromy’
Amemca, and how we are paid for such part as
exceeds - our own consumptlon of Amencan‘

B produce, - by the expmts of that and of- Wesé;, o

Indla produce to the Contment of Europe

-~ The propor tion of capital to the demand f01 i

Ins, as mlght be, e\(pected been gradualfy xm»,

proving in: Amerlca, durmg the last war.‘

Though the legal interest is. on}y 6 per cent.;

the malket rate was from 12 to 20; at plesent 11:—_.'
i at llttIe m01e than the legal 1ate - Great assists |

ance was deuved from the estabhshment of publzc‘
banks and | insurance companles Itn may give the
readcr some Jdea of the commex cial meansof thaf ]
countl ry to know, that n the year 12:05 thez‘e were
estlmated to be 72 pubhc banks thh capltals of
about 4@ mllhon‘s of dollals, and 43 msuxanoo
compames w1th about 12 l’l]IHIOHS capltal 5. and,

what may appeal ‘smgular in a country of se

much hazaldous speculatlon thele I8 1o ine
‘ stance of any estabhuhment of elther descmptlom

, ’stoppmg payment although the b'mks zi'e_
~ bound to pay n speme and on demaud’ e

But 1f any doubt shoul‘d stlll remam of the:ﬁ:y

acsertlon ‘which I am ondeacvouuno~ to plove,

R R s =
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f -‘,that the tra,de of Ameuca wrth the eoiomes csf L

our enem1es is bona ﬁde for then own account i

;l ifthe inter cst of the parties, Wlth the genex -al no- .
| orlety of the fact should not’ qa,tlﬂfy those wha
,suppose that a neutral must always find ‘his ins

terest in fraud, it is fortunately susceptrble of

‘strong corr obora,twn, if not of positive proof from

: .oﬁictal documents. _From a report of the Secres
 tar ry of the Tr easury of Ameuca, to Congress, in -

1 February 1806 it appeax S5 that the annuml

i amount of expoxts to the West Indies generally,

| Calculated on an average of the three yearsg'

1802, 1803, vsot was

el | Dan'ar;l R
: 'In domestw produce of Amerlca, i -
~ viz. provisions, lumber &c. o < 15,’700 OOQ
' ,In produce . or manufactures of B
 other -counties -,*-if;;‘—‘ j:j- PR 6 550 000
Together 22, ‘250,()00

V%—: - "s----:

hnd that the 1mports 1nto Amemea from the same

q\nrter amounted to about 20,000,000 Dollarsr i

;\ L e

IT may be seen What proportmn of the W'est;‘,\
qudla pr oduce is pald for in Amerlcan produce; -

and What in. European manufactules; The ex-

Cess of the expoxts beyond the 1mpor ts is pzud.j | '

&

for prmc;lpally in speme, Whlch is again -used
, for the current mrculatron of Ameuc't, 'md for‘

our trade beyond the Cape of Good Hope

, These facts w1ll celtamly JllStlfy me in. as-
~suming that the generﬂ character of the trade of

Amerlca with the colomes of our enemy is that

of a bomi ﬁde neutr al on hls own' account The au-
thor of < VVar 1n Drwulse tells us 1t is true, that -
’ thxs would not alter the werght of hrs arcrument |
. but such pams are taken throuohout to stwmatlze

these pletended ﬁauds, as unpre(,edented in
«‘extent and grossness*, and to make us beheve,

X w1th h]m, that the fr erght in every . Amerrcan bill

of ladlng 1ncludes a neutrahzmg commission t,

B ‘the want of which hrs 1magmatron supphes, that
: he must probably tth our rlght of mter fering,

1,f not the pohcy of so doing, “more or less at
stake 1n that questlon, To What degree we
ale 1nte1 eeted 1n th1< trade, carried on as I have
represented it to be, will her eafter be COllSldel ed

but lf the’ expedlency of puttnw an end to 1t :

were made clear, I should feel equal reluctance to

| ,pel mlt a mere formallty to shreld the proper ty of
. eur enem1es, LIEI beheved it to be protected by -
lthe mass of per Jury, ﬁaud dnd colluslon, wluch

iy Pagc %, rPase7 |
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dlrect ‘opposition to ity spmt' :

‘the general character of Amer

B e

: 'these pletended delusmns, ‘md agmnst the Améf
*Ucans for defendmg them, at a perxod whe it be~
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| honesty Would certamly re volt at 1ts ﬁndmg pre~

tection, under the Ietter C

In thls point of viéw, a-proper‘explanation of
"can comnyérce be-

comes: 1mportant a,nd the more so"”as' all

“have aroued on the supposmon tlnt the ‘ppbsrtfei .

i character 1mputed to'it i ¢ Wair in Disgulse” haﬂf L

becn proved 3 and preJudlces have ‘thent

: atcd both against-our suffenng a’ contr“ wince of '

comes more than-ever necessary to both countrles,
that thelr relative situations should be’ clear]y ufs

derstood and all illusions: arrsmg l’rom false state«

‘ments of f‘ICtS be removed

It Would be easy to pomt out other errors’ of
kthe same author ‘which his w'mt of practrcal COt:
mercral knowledoe, and a’ d1sp031{10n to* study

'It m Doctors Commons have given rise to
~ ex 61 y document of a neutral vessel lns been an .

N )

<

hlargn, some tlmld .men’ mto a: most unfounded

o,nm_lo}l,of self-condemn'ttlon"é Whlch Wlll also .

~vanish ona. -plain statement of facts. S

e The Amemcans make thexr lnsux ances m thcu‘ -
bwn country Whenever the nature of the opemtxon
lel admitof. its :this is indeed the. case W1th mer- .
chants everywhere, and for an obv1ous reason, |
that they understand the laws of thexr own better i
than those of forelgn countrxes, and consequentl y";
know When the risk. is: s'mfely covered. A mer~.
chant in- Plnladelphla or. Amsterd'xm cannot l)e," '.
supposed to study Mzr. Park’s excellent complla-:
tlon on our msnrance laws, but those of hlS own .
count1 ry-he. knows from practice. . The means, of
’ ms(urzmce m A,meuca are abundant "LS has been;

of Lloyd’s Coﬁ'ee~house, and s0. fa,r ﬁ om follovva'
us An fixing. thelr premmm a-little- hlgher thai
‘Qll,l.‘S;_

o Pave 89. et
. 'l- :
if ‘theycan ‘avoid'it. Amsterdam was_ indeed formerly a great market’

for. insprances for»the Continent,in- consequence of*: the great solidity’ '

of the underwnters, and the unyarying certamty of the laws.: Insur-
anoe &ases were never: ‘the. subject of lawsmts, and forewners have a

'd:shke to the. uncertamty whxch attends a trial b)‘ Jury. Our stamp

duty of one quarter per cent. ou the sum msured wxll, in tune of peace,’
alsé! keep off foréign: ordérs. 5 In: every respect it would be desxrable

. to.convert this-duty into a percentage on ibe premium, as by the pre-r .
sent mode it falls very nnequally. Ona premmm of ten per cent the .
_'addmon of a quax‘ter péi cent. mal
: but on: a premmm ot‘ two, 1t amoun 8 to twelve and a half per cent~,

5 *only two and’ a half = per ceut..

K‘2
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they are generally more moderate .. ~Bu.

age 87. Merchants very seldom msure out of theu‘ own country, :
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makes his shlpment to Europe, and draws in an-

: t1(,1pat10n on his London corr espondent ‘the- lat-
ter, to have hIS securlty made perfect, must effect’

the: insurance, ‘and it is accorduwly on these i voy-'

-ages, almost excluswely, that it is ‘miade in Lon~.
“don; and even t6 this the Amerlcan has natu<
rally so . great a reluctance, that he generalIy '

covers only the amount of “his: draffs here, and’
the remamder in his own' couu ry There must
be i m this, as m all cases, exceptlons but w1thx-
‘out much mqulry on “the’ sub_]ect T am con=*

vmced that there are few metances* of Amerla

: can msurances effected in’this country, on oy~

ages elther to the East ot West Indxes, because’

_' such adventures cannot be’ made the foundatwn'

of any secunty to a London house. . g

~ The Amerlcan m ordermg his msurance, and
the London merchant in advancing his. money,
:for a very small commlsswn, must be ‘secured!

’ ,agamst all I‘lSkS ‘but how is thlS to be done 2 4

his own country ‘the Amerlcan Would of course:
‘be protected against the: consequences of British'
captule and detentlon, and he further. st1pu1ates’

there that if his property be ‘condemried in any
' forewn Court of Admlralty, as not bemg neutral -

6'f- wohundred per cent. R

it has bcen e*(pl'nned ‘that when the Amer:can: o

‘ eonﬁrmed athome.

~ surance'in
“than the sea risk; and the ‘sécurity ef the Lon{lon

69
Liershall be allowed to- make proof of that fa.ct i

“his‘own countrye ‘But in- insuring in’ London,
he 1Sﬁd1fferently srtuated acCordmg to our laws;

if any Admlralty Courts- in-the West In(hes, ‘oti

'the Amerlcan coast or at home, determme thaﬁ

the. _property-is not neutral that the Voyage i
11]eg11 orif aetuaI war should iiitervene, he cans
‘10t recover His insurance.” It has also here been ;

_determlned that the decrslon of our enem y’s prlze« 4
~ courts, and even’ of some: of the most 1gnorant‘
i Judges in-the 1slands, in the 1host: revolutlonarv |

- tlmes, as to pomts of faet, are conelumve. : Now
 the Amerlcanmerchant ‘withe the best mtehhon%s ‘

of trading’ lecrally, eannot always know what
thls countr ¥ permlts 5 f01 ‘we admit that upholdJ -
ing a general prmmple theh We never enforce,'

o we may and do vary our peumssmn to' neatrals |
“ander it as 'we’ please. Supposmg hini even ‘it

this‘respect hot hahle t0- error, he i exposed te

~ unjust de01s10ns of our Vlce-Admlralty COUltS, %
danger of no common magmtude, 1f We are to

......

| :house of Commons, the 99th Apml 1801 tlnt

of: three hundxed and ei ohteen 4ppeals from thoé'e‘
courts, only th1rty-ﬁveof the eondemnatlons were

It would therefore folldw that a'zcommon ins
“this eountry would cover. httle more’ -
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mez\ehant would be still more impetfect than that

“of the: Amencan, beca,use to, all the, unceltamtles v
: me11t1011ed ap, attendmw the sxtua’cxon of the latter,

:must be added the pos51hle case;: that he is really ‘
" decewmrr his Enghsh cor 1espondent, and that the .

_propmty belongs to our enemies. Elther thex};a*

,fole, the Whole busmess must be. cxven up, or the .
A altematlve adopted must have been 1es01ted to,.
'of the underwnter, after signing the common pos
, Ilcy, ente1 mg into aseparate entragement to pay. .
the loss sixty days after proofof capture or deten-\ :
tion by, any power ‘British ot foreign ;.and tlns,-_
~ clause, net being: susceptlble of.. enforcement by
* law; must depend for its. executlon on: the honou‘r?

of the: pm@es R TR T A SR o f"
+Now the- merlt o£ the very moral admomtlon of.

the author: of ¢ Wari in Disguise” on this subJect,
st depend mueh. -upon the. oharacterof the trade s
whieh has been 50 Ansured 3 and it may be some. .
| S&t}bdethﬂ to the unde1 erter to dlscover, that*
' itds that of a.n honest neutral and that he has o

%
not gcen abettmg those peguues and for geries®;
with ~Whl£~3h it, has : been endeavoured to ala,rm(

‘ hlb consmence, he W111 also be aware, that toce«

‘ther with the mer chant he had matemally faolhd |

tated that cu'culatlon, by whlch our manufactures ;
are paxd for by the consumptlon of our enemlese :

7

obtlic: pioduco of the soﬂ or of” the commeme of .'

Aimericay and that it is to om pOWeY‘ of f’ncxh-,
ating suoh a cxrculatxon by means ofcaplt'tl al 'd’f ‘
- credit, that their supeuonty may ina great degxee,?.

be 1mputed;

- That. enemy s prope1 ty rs in thts mannei some«f
tlmesmsux ed ‘rhexe can be no doubt, and thereare :
-eases Where it has been done knowmg it to bc so, ~
but cer tamly to averyhmxtedextent I’xrst bocause g

there ‘is little ; property of that descrlptlon at sea,

: ('md partxculaxly since our JudICIOUS interr uptxou

ofithe enemy’s coasting trade) and Seoondly, be--
cause most merchants 'md niost undem r 1ters Would

“in:this case really enter taln those scnuples, wluch |
“would be 'so ill placed in the other, Upon the
Whole, _theref’ore, W:thout dxscussmg the pohcy
. of not: permlttmfr msm’anoes on; enemy S 'pro=’

perty to be made, Wlnch ishowever very: doubtful

and without determmmw ‘whether accoxdmg o

rlmd pnncxples of momhty the spmt of any law :
ay be evaded, it cannot be denled that it is lﬁ :

the pr esent cace, if in’ any, ‘that’ the majum proq b

]zzbzfum m'ty be dxstmo*ulshed from the malzwz'

HAVI\TG explamed our conduct towards the

trade of neutrals, and partlcularly towards that
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| ot Amerlca, durmg the last War,,'md in th&t
'manner thls new neutral had tot“dly channed

the character of 1t I s‘hall ploceed to. consxder

"what our conduct dmmv the present W'rr'has

been, since the commenc’ement of whrch only
the clamour, whlch has at last. produced our
present system, has orwmated _

; On the recommencement of host1ht1es in 1802

Athe me'xsurcs of the last War' vexe 1enevved by the
‘mstructrons to our cruizers, ¢ dated the 24th ofJ une

m that year, wrth the smole exception, that in
permutmcr the neutral to ‘madc ﬁeely between
his own country and the’ hoetlle colomes, and

between lns own country and that of the enemy

in Europe, we no lonzxer permltted hlm to bring
tho produce of those colomes to Gteat Brltam,

as Was allowed by the mstructlons of the year
_ 1'798 but we. rcturned in this respect to the fol~ ’

mer pl‘OVlSlOnS of: tho«e of 1’794

Durmg a- lonrr war, we had lnd 'unple tlme

to eonsxder and undexstand the nature of ncut1 al

s,ommerce, ,and the xe:,ult Was a contmuatron

of our former practrce 5 but we found very‘
eful) in the pxeoent contest, that the e{forts of
our enemy were to be punupally dlrected to-

- wmdb our commerce, W'hl(.h, however, it Was
a 1ono~ time befoxe they could senously annoy.

* éome oihf‘r lmmpoﬂam altexauons were made not wortb notrcm

i
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"As long. as we were ﬁeely a,dmxtted into the,
ports of the contment and the shuttlno up'.‘_
of ‘one poxt was compenwted by the opemno of_p’ '
another, ‘no complaints were heard ‘but as.
- thei mcreasnng power of the enemy enabled hlm
by deg1 ees to draw the net closer, our West India

merchants, as soon as ‘the effects of exclusron

‘were felt, althoucrh they had before combated the.
competltlon of neutrals without complamt now.
“imputed their distress bolely to that competltlon,
and lost sight entlrely of its real cause. .
Eaxly in 1805, these complfunts 'Lecordlngly,'
'--beoan and cxarmemted statements were circu-

!ated of the comparatlve advantages of the hos-
tile colomes over our own. -—-They were. caut1~
ous]y listened to by ‘M. Pitt, Who, it appears,

“determmed to gwe an indirect rehef by throw-

ing  difficulties in the way of . the neutral ;
Wthh should satlsfy the West India planter, by~
mcreasmfr the neutral frerght and msurance, the

moderate rate of Wl‘lCll was a prmclpal subJect

of complamt ‘and though little can be said for
”the Justlce of the expedient resorted to, 1ts ef.ﬁ—
_cacv was complete.

These vexations were to be produced by start—
1ng some new pr mcxple of conduct towards neu-

‘ tlal commerce 5 and as remonstrances Were na-
gturally expected the pubhc mmd was prepared

for the discussion of them by 1nﬂamnmtory pub-
hcatlons. At thls tlme, Ootober 1805, the ; pam-~

L
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phlet, of which so much notice has been taken,
««War lnDISO‘U.ISG, ’ made its appeax ance, and we
“are told by the author, in his preface, that it

« was written in considerable haste, on account

<« of some temporary (‘onblderatlon which add
& to the 1mmed1a’ce impor tance of the sub‘]ect‘
. We shall now see theadvantage which we were
to derive from a nominal maintenance of the rule
of 1736 - By assuming that rule to be law, and
that our not enforcing it was the effect of our.
jndulgence, all the privileges which ‘the neutral
held, as he thought by right, were considered by
us as held by sufferance ; a doctrine, which ena-
‘bles us to establish the most 1ncon51stent practice.
under the mask of the most consistent theory.

Accordmgly, though we have seen, that princi |
ples directly opposed to this doctrine -have been
established by treaty, and that we have actually -

: paldAmerlcafor the damages she sustained by its
temporary, and, aswe called it, ﬂlegal execution,
~yet the law 1 is 1mmutable, and we should be told
by C1v1hans, that it is not. even in our power to
remove this rule out of the code ‘of the law of
nations. : " TS Sl AL
- People are o'enerally most tender When suspl-
cions attach to the virtues they are most wanting

“in, and- accordingly consistency is most. warmly |

contended for by our Admiralty Court. < Tt is

<« pot,” says the learned and most resPectable _

Judge of. that Court &l to dehver oecasxona,l

e
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s¢-and shifting opinions to serve present. pur-

¢ poses of particular national 1nterest ‘that T am’

- ¢ here stationed.” And again: ¢ Itisthe duty of

.

the person sitting here to determme a ques=
tion in London in the same manner as he

,“

¢ Would determine it in Stockholm* »  Nor
~can it be contended, that in. theory thele 18

any inconsistericy, if this rule is admitted to be
a part of the law of nations; for although our
conduct may change every month, yet as the

whole exists through our mdulgence, we may

vary. and ‘modify it at our pleasure.. In .the
same manner, if it were a principle of common

law, that the lives and property of all subjects

belonged to the King, the one and the other
might be disposed of in the most atbitrary and
inconsistent manner in practice, while the moiét'
perfect consistenc y in theor y Would be pre-
ser ved. e ; L

- It has appeared to me in every pomt of view
mterestmg to examme.our con;d:uctv n thevapph—

. F Robmsons Admxralty Reports, QVOI ps 295. v :

In makmo reflections on the conduct of our Court of Ad-
miralty, 1 beg leave to explain that it is of the general system of our
prize laws that 1 complain. . For the character of Sir William Scott
T entertain that profound and unf’emned respect which writers on all
sides have been eager to express. The - judge does not create the
law he admxmsters, but every person who has attended to the pro-

»ceedxngs of our Admiralty Court must be “conscious of the endeavours

of . Sir W. Scott to distribute that real Justxce which unfortunately is
not always within his reach. N
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cation of this system towards America, as’ one
of our. prmcxpal complaints agamst her is, her
encroachment on what are called our maritime
rights. © We have seen how seldom those rights

“have been executed towards any country, and

it 1s rather smo“ulal that the French, even n
their ‘enumeration of the pr etended wrongs- of

“this country towards neutlals, “in which they

constcmtly talk of our refusal to admit the rule
of free ships making free goods, never me ntion
tms more important doctrine, probably because

they consider it to-bé one of those antiquated pre-

tensions, which they could not per su‘tde Eulope

~we ever seriously maintained.

In the present times, 1 could hardly expeet

,any reader to follow me into an examination of

this rule by the authorities on the law of na-
tions, even if I were, as I do not profLss to be,
qualified for the task.  These voluminous autho-
11tles, Wthh according to the interests: of na-

" tions, are ‘deelared either musty volumes or sub-

lime PlOdUCthDS, are now only used by Secré-
taries of State, ‘their forcign Envoys, as

‘masks uhder whlch they may fence for their re-

spectwe 1nterests, and consulted not to- deter-
mine how one countr y may or ouoht to act to-
’WaIdS another but 1nw1mtmanne1 'L(‘thllS, Wthh
e\pedlency has dletated may be e1the1 1mDe 'Lch- ,

: ed or: de;endcd

77
Although the interests of humamty strongly fas

VOura diminution of the ri gours of war by a hberal ,
lntelp1etat10n of the rights of neutrals yet itis’
not to the. 1ustlce of the plmmples of the rule of .

ble to preserve unuyured durmg war, the accus-

| tomed trade of the neutr“d during peaee, that in-
crease, Wh1ch arises from the pressure on the .

weaker bellmeren’r, might with much reason be
refused by the stronger. If we had mamtamed
and defended this- doctrine boldly and fairly
'wamst all nfmons, eood arguments .m favour,of
it could not at least be ‘wanting; but Wheu'we’

‘have umformly ylelded it, and 1ndeed foxbome

to claim it, can it be consistent, either withi
magnanimity or crood policy, to brmo it forward
now, -merely because the only remaining neatral
has a defence]ess commerce. If such cowardly

'anU.SthG is to be one of our resources in these

tlymg times, When elevation of seutlment and

of na/monal Character are more than e\ex

Wanted the means and stlongth of this. power-‘
ful empire are 1udeed strangely nnsunderstood

- But al though the publications c of many @ 'mthors,
elucﬂv anonymbu called loudly for the adopt1on
of the rule of 1756, Mr. Pitt pxoceeded more:
eautlously, probably from a conviction of thé
dlﬁiculty of estabhshmg it w 1thout umversal
War, aud fxom an opmxon, tlnt We Were ma«

D - . l
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' 1’706 that I object. If it were praetlcally possx«l
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{eixaﬁy beneﬁtted by the trade which he was
called upon to suppress, a_ mrcumstance whlch
could not escape. his penetratxon —Since the |
commencement of the last warin 1793 untﬁ the
year 1805, ‘the trade of América had therefore,
under the cxrcumstanccs Wh1ch I have descrlbed
contmued with shght and ummportant interrup-
tions to be respected and notwithstanding th]s’
forxmdmble prmclple, like the sword of Damocles,
was alWays hanging over her head she thought as
httle, as Euopemn neutrals, of lookmg to any
thmg but the pmctlce, which, although not ex~
actly. what she thought she had a right to, was
| suﬁiment “considering thad: the occaswnal n‘re-
gula,utles of war can never be wholly avclded

~ to keep her satisfied. |

g Although it has been shewn, that tlns tradewas
pona ﬁdc for Amemcan aocount 1t is not denied

k“that the colonies tladed with Were lmproved"
“and beneﬁtted by it The cultivation of Cuba,
in partlcular ‘had been extended ; all wars

operate. dlﬂ'erently on’ Spamsh ‘colonies from

what they do on any other, nor can the ‘pressure.
of - any war be equal to the pressure of Spanish

Jealousy ‘and monopoly.. The. general supply‘

of West Indla produce on. the contlnent was
Vmcreased ‘and as that of om own xslands WdS-

also rapldly advancing, ‘and e‘meeded Vex:y
much our own comumptxon, our merchants

- 79

complamed that the cheap freight and insurs
ances of Americans made it impossible to meet
them in the markets of - the continent. To this
evﬂ our scrbsequent ‘conduct was an effectual
remedy for the time, but the increasing ri-
gour of France soon proved that our mabﬂlty to

trade in competmon with the neutral arose more

from the restrlctlons of the enemy than from
any other cause. - :
- The rates of freight and insurance on Ameri-
can vessels, as reported by the West India Com-~
mittee *, contmued no longer than to the alter-
ation of our conduct towards America in 1805
end‘whiCh,'although great pains were taken to
shew that no new principles were acted upon 7,
may be said to have had the important conses
quences of doubling, and in nhany instances

.more than trebhng, the rate of American .

freights: and insurances. .
I proceed to consuier the nature of these al«

; teratlons.
It has been seéen, that under. the oeneral dlS-»

* vadence of Mr. Marryot, page 19

These comparatwe estimates must be very uncertain, as it must be '

difficult to ascertain with any precision the rate of freight in Anmerica,

. where the business of . the meuhant and the shlp owner is seldom -

separate, and the average of premiums of insurance are also not easily

. ascertamed v It s not important to my arguinent to examine minutely

these ealculations, which are evidently put in the most favourahle

) poxkt of view for the opinions they are mtended to support. :

War in- stguxse, P 67 .
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pensmg power, which the nommal mamtenance
of the rule of 1 ’756 gave us, we still held the duect
trade between the colonies and the mother coun—
~'try of the enemy pro hlblted /This piohibltion 18
mdeed so consonant Wlth common sense, that it
" has seldom been disputed. Such a trade, were it
once estabhshed for neutral account, would have
a natural tendency 10 deoenembe into. fxaud
and we accordin gly find that it 1em%1ns pxohlblted
by the Russian treaty, and serves as an addi-
“tional proof of the good sense 'md mutual mode-
ration with which that treaty was framed
- This principle, which was o“eneradl ya wcqmesced

in,. Ind brought forward in the course of the war

‘some cases of difficult demsmn.» If the neutral
could not ca,n'y directly between the colony and

mother country of the enemy, it-was argued, and

Cwith reason; that he should not evade the law by

melely stoppmg in his own country -to change
the 5111p s papers in such a manner as to give a_

ffﬂse colour o hlS new v0y'1<>~e, which inreality was
no more than a continuation of the first.:. . There
were, nO doubt, instances of enemy’s property
being fraudu‘ent]y conveyed in this manuer, but
even the honest neutral, as a part of the ar tlcles
he imported for his own account were destined

for re- -exportation, wished to make hls 1equlslte ,
pause in America as httle e:xpensn'e as he comd .'
,But as xs genera]ly the ca.se, whele thele 1s a real ‘
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jt&lspomtxoh to remove . dlﬁ‘lcultles, fmd none to
“thake theini serve the purposes of vexation,. they

‘are seldom formidable. It was not always easy
‘to determine whether a cargo was 1mpoited mto
America with a borg fide intention of making

the most of it there; or with a predeter mnn‘non :

"rto ‘Te-export it; numerous iiistances of both
Kkinds must have occurred ; and we gxceoxdmgly
find that, when brought before our fCo}:ir,-ts, some
weré - condemned, and some acqiiitted, accord-

‘ingly as the penetration of our. judges -enabled
them to discern:the: truth *; nor were these'de- '

cisions SlleeCtS of . complmnt or alarm. - Dbl
~'The important change in our conduct 'dluded

to was introduced by the decmon of the Lords of

‘Appeal on the case of the cargo of the Amerlca_n
ship Essex, at the Cockpit, 'in May 1805. The
Admiralty Court had before decided what was
'or was not & continuation of the first voyage by
the general complexion of the evidence, and that
‘when goods had been made. part of the common
stock of ~“America by. a fairimportation, and the
payment of duties, they might be: re- exported
from thence to any part of the world:

| The Comt of Appeal though no reason Wasas-

* Case of the Mercury, Robct ts 5 and Pol]y, Lasky
The decxsxon on the latter case in Robmson s Repo: ls, vol. 36!

_was aftcrwards conﬁuned on dppeal It is ‘a standard case, and wxll
serve,.to shew bow the questlon \\as argued p‘rekusly to thc. new '

vule of gondiict 1805- S
) M

[
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signed for the condemnatlon‘ in ‘this caseyswas

understood to have “established the illegality of

‘the trade, founded on a dlscovery, now: made for

the first time, that the duties on the cargo im-
ported had not. been actually paid money, but

'by a bond of the importer *.

“This: demswn, although the dlstmctmn made"
was not calculated to catch the common eye,

was well known to embrace the whole foreign

trade of America, excepting that in her.own
produce. - It " circulated rapldly among. our
cruizers and prlvateers, .and in the course of ‘a
fortnight the seas werecleared of every Amemc'm
ship- they could -find, which now crowded our

- ports:for trial ; and our West India merchants

© were gratlﬁed by neutral “insurances, - and

ﬁewhts,kbemw ‘at least doubleed by thls inge-

nious discovery. -

- As this decision lald the foundatmn of all the
complamts of America, of our vexatious measares
against her trade; as it introduced a totally new

line of conduct towards it, and as that change .

produced the Non-importation Act on: her side,

at whmh we a‘ﬁ'ect s0 much mdmnatlon, a more

PR T

% In the case of the Essex, Orme, there were also ‘some suspxclous :

c1rcumstances, which might of themselves have justified the condemxrla~
tion. . But it was well understood, and -it is admitted by ‘the author of
& War in stguxse, -page '62—-That this morengxd mode of determin-
ing the true cnterxa of: the continuity of‘ a voyage was estabhshed by

. thls decnslon.

' }fhe character which.I have, glven of if. -
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minute examination of it is necessary for my purs

pose; and the more so, asit will enable me again

" to refute. the ~unfounded representations and dis-.
tortions .of facts on a subject, about which the:

nedessary -ignorance of the publi,c, particUl{arlyv

~ disposes them to be misled.

~It-has'been conﬁdently asqelted and our con~

duct may in:a great measure be attributed to the:\

belief which those assertions have obtained, that
the.importation of celonial produce:into America,
and re-experted to; the Contment of Europe, was
é\ltOgether coloura.ble, and that it was enemy’s pro-
pertysconveying home: from:their colonies by the
mostrdirectroute, which-our. relaxations and. in-

- {iultrence Would permlt Whatthis trade reallyls,‘

and the manner in which itis carriedon, has been
already explained, ‘and there remains to examine,
how the pretended proofs of fraud-and colluSion,
which were onthis occasion;br ought forward.and
acted-upon by our. courts, can be. reconcﬂed to

Iy determining whethegthe second. voyage was
a‘‘continuation of the. ﬁrgst, Qn.opinion could only
be:formed from. the gene gal complexign;af; the
case; but the I)I‘ll’lClpdl circumstance which was

relied -upon was the landing of the cargo in

America, and the payment of the duties there.
"Fhis- was the - punmpal presumptlve O'round

~'izha,t: “the ~ importer had mo’ p1edetelmma~
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tion to expmt -but other minot circumstances
_had also considerable wewht —The goods being.

shipped by a purchaserin Amencm, and not- by

the oxugmal importer—theirhavingre emainedsome
 time in America, or- having: been advertised for.
sale——~the exportation .not being by - the . same:

“vessel in which they were lmported-——vlor to the

mother. countly of the colony of whick they were:

‘the produce..

.“These sevexal Cons1dera,t10ns very. pl‘opcxly con=’

‘ t1 1buted towards fqrmmcr a correct oplmon of the

various cases ; and althourrh no onein partlcular

was aboolutely eonclusive, - yet that, first men-:
B n_txoned of the landing and payment of the duties

in Ameum was genu‘&lly considered so, - 1f not

‘ -,mvahdated by any collateral circumstance of

suspu,lonf ‘But the opinion of the court on this
point - cannot be better given than in the words,
of 'Sir ’Wllham Scott on'pronouncing Judrrment

in-a case prier to- the decision of the Lords of |

_Appeal in- that of the Essex *,

-« Then ther -remains orﬂy the question of-
6 laW, Whlch has been raised, whether this is

¢ not such ‘a trade as will fall under the prin-

B mple that has ‘been apphed ’co the mterpom-

4 tion of neutrals n the colomal trade of - the,
5§ enemy ? on wlnch 1t is sald that 1f an Amemn

- i ; S
e , ‘f! :
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«¢-.canis not allowed to carry on this tradedirectlyy
«..peither can he be allowed to do it circuitously,

€. An’Ameucan has - undoubtedly ‘a-right to
“_import the produce of the: Spanish colonies
s¢ for his own use ; and after it is imported, bond

¢ fide, :into_his own oountry, he would be at
< liberty to carry .them on to-the general com-

-¢¢ merce of Europe.  Very different would such’

¢ a case be from the Dutch cases, in. which

¢ there was an oumnal contract from the begin-
“ ning, and, under a special Dutch hcence, to’
% go {rom ‘Holland to: Smmam, and to 1etur

‘again to Holland with & cargo of colonial pr o=

# duce. It is not my business: to say what is

¢ universally. the test of a bond fide importa~
¢ tion: it is argued, that it would not be'suf-
« ficient that the duties should»be paid, and that
¢ the Targo should be landed. If these criteria
¢ are not to be resoxted to, I should be at a*loss
¢ to Isnow what should be the test; and' I am
. strongly dlsposed to ‘hold, . that it would be
¢« sufficient that the goods <hould be landed
and the duiles paid.

e If it appears to have been Iandeu 'md ware-

¢
’“, .
..
¢ shew how thls could be merely msuhous and
€. colggrable.: There lb, I think, reason to be-

< housed for a conmderable time, ‘it does T
thmk raise a formble presumptlon on’ thmt
<. side 3 and it throws 1t on the other party to
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« lieve, that the sugar was ‘a ~part and parcel
- of a cargo, said to have been brought from
“ @ Spamsh colony in this vessel; and if so,

< the. very distr 1but10n of the remainder is some

‘ﬂ"‘

€

proof that they were not hought with an ins

& tention only of sending them on.’ But T- ‘have,

« besides, positive proof in the affidavit’ of Mr.
« Asa Hooper *, who swears, that the duties had
& been paid for them.” Then the only diffieulty
s remains as to the cocoa; and it is said by one
"« of the witnesses, and by one only, that it was
« ‘transhipped from another vessel, and that it’
C e lnd been brought into America only ten days
<< before. But although there is somethmg of

"N

¢ a difficulty arising on this small part of ‘thet
« ‘cargo, yet, upon the whole, I cannot think’

« it weighty enough to induce me’ to send the
-« cagse across the Atlantic for still farther proof
¢ as to the facts of this recent 1mportat10n and’
« transhipment; or of its having been transferred
¢ to°'the present proprietors, or of its having been
< exp_orted Witho,ut a preyious lpayment of ima

AR The Aﬂidzmt of Asa Hooper, of‘ Marb!ehead master oﬁ\the'
ship Hope, belonging to Boston, - and now lymg at Cowes, stdtes,’
»{hat he had been acquainted with Mr. R. Hooper ever since: he was -

~

[
(1
i« .3 child;; - that he knows the brig Polly, and was:at. ‘Marblehead
¢t ‘when she sailed for Bilboas and that he was mformed by Captam

S

¢ ‘Lasky, and: various other- persons, that the sugar, bemg part:of the -
«¢cargo, was a partiof - a- much larger quanuty, the.wbole of: ;whlch’

¢ thad been’ imported, landedy and the duties paid-at Marblehcad, b?{
st the said R Hooper, in the general course ‘of tradey” &Co, :

pwmuet

€€

o« mands of. the Court
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. port dutles. If it had composed a lzi‘r-der part

‘." of the cargo, I might have deemed it reasot--

s able to. have had somewlnt ‘more of satisfac-

<< _tion on some of ‘these pomts, Whl(,h do not
<€ appear wﬂ;h sufﬁment certainty to found any

« legal conclusion against it. It appears, by the
¢ f’collectors ccrtlﬁcate, that 1t had been enter=

€6

_suﬁiment to answex the fau de-

i TG £ TR

e g e

Such was our doctrlne and otir ecmduct untxl

‘the year 1805, when the new principles were

introduced by ‘higher authority, to which the

‘inferior court conformed ; and the unofﬁczal de~
fenders of this change. (for a change, and;a, most
material one it was, in its. practmal .conse-.

quences, thoucrh no doubt .Civilians. axe h,ere
agam ready to prove the ~unchanging. ‘consist-

ency of their theory,). supportcd it - by -the dm—.
covery,. that the duties had not been paid ir.

-ready thoney, and that the Government of Ame-

i*v Kt "\l‘he céfﬁﬁcété of thé colleotoi‘ ’s\tyated,' that iﬂ Juﬁe, the Polly

<« entered at his office, with a cargo of 590 boxes of sugars, the pro~-
* €¢_perty of .American’ citizens ;—that, ] 7th-. August,: the-. schooner

¢¢. William entered with 67 hogsheads, &c. of cocoa, and certxﬁed the

¢t clearing out of the Polly, &ec. for Bllboa, with a: cargo::of249-.
«¢ ,boxes of brown sugars, imported in the said brig from the- -Havan- -
¢t nah, on the 25th June; and of 30 hogsheads, &c.:of cocoa,ﬂxm-:
¢ .ported in the schooner Wllham, from: Laguira, with 1800, quintals -
¢¢:cof “fish, - ‘Be it known, &c. that this cargo of sugars,. cocoa, . and :
¢ fish, cleared ‘out-from this. port -for Bilboa, 27th August, 1’199,\ is

a the property of citizens. of: Amenea, &elY o sob i e e

imported, 'md I thmk that these
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T1CA had COnnwed at and’ assysted the feanid by‘*
la,vve passed: for the purpose;: - :

It is rather. smouia,r’ that, Wxth a Board of

Tl ade to Watch over the various commercial sys=
tems - of - different - mations; with' eommerelai
aaents in Amencai Whode duty it must be to in-
sstruct tlnt boa,rd m every thing relating to.thé
‘11]Stlt11thBS of a- countx*-r, with which-we . have
such important. intercourse ; we shoufd in the
yezu 1805, have first discovered in what manner
duties are raised, or a drawback granted by the
‘reventie laws of America, and it is perfectly con-
‘sistent with that ignoranee, that we should im-~
pute to a eystem, steadi Iy pursued ever since &
-revenue was first raised in that.country, a de=

~-sign to m}p()be upon us a tissue of frauds and im-

‘postures during a war, which was not even
‘dreamed of at the time that system was fr amcd
We have scen how the early trade of America
_was assisted” by British capital in the shape of
-mahufactures, which, Wlth the Value of her own
ploduce, first eimbled her to cany it on for her

:own account To thlS fwcﬂlty was added a 9ys~ |

rtem, on the p'ut of Govemment of not exacta
ing the dutics on 1mport'xtxon in ready money,

‘but of mvlng a- credlt of three, s1x, mne, and -

,twclv months, and ‘in the’ s11101e 1nstance of
vteas, of Awo years. . Thxs accommodatxon,
when- the federal- Government wa,s fnst estd-

Ty

: ,1mmatena1 exceptlon,s alwa,ys has been, collected

~ was adopted per],,aps for that country even. better
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391xshed and, the country. poor, was- absolu'ce] y he-t
ceosary 3 for ‘as the whole revenue 18, and Wlth

from ; .duties on “imported . articles, : they . are in,
m'mv instances. heavy, . and could" not bhe ad-
vaneed ‘by.the dealer befo1e he obtained . some
return from the _consumer. In the case . of
goods imported for re- eXpormuon, the aid de—
rived - from this system was still. more mm1fest
In this country we long suffered under the ab-
urd plan- of | makmg the 1mpouex's .advance
heavy duties; to receive them again in -draw-
backs, greatly to theinjury of the melch'mts, and
without benefit to the revenue. - 'The e.gnabhsh-
ment of .our docks and pubhc wwrehouses have
enabled us to make thls necessary - o,helatxon,
but, as these did not exist in Ameuca, aplan

suited than.ours. —The importer, instead of pay-
mg the duties, gave bonds for their amount, pay+
-able at the different, pemods of credit asswned by
‘law to different articles. ° Whether thoee goode
were re-exported or consumed these bonds must be
pald —But as (‘ overnment could not, in ca se of
re-exportation, .pay - the drawback before the
duty had been discharged, the exporter obtame&
a debenture or. promise of Government. to pdy
the amount of the drawback, prov1ded no de- |
fault of payment of the ‘bond for the duty had :

N
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[in the result of this system and of that adopted
by us is, that- there is not on]y, (*xs now with

a credit is afforded to the dealer for home con-
ternlly increased that of our manufactures, and

would not be so here. No sytem could possibly

| be more slmple, umform, and mtelhglble. Oc-

casmnal alteratmnq were found expedlent as
must be the case with all lmportant revenue laws ;

ed unvarled from the commencement of an’'Ame-

rican revenue until the present chy o

* The Author of “ VVar in Dwguxse” has totally mistnderstood,

 for he certainly has mlsrepresented this business in a manner {o make

out a mostplauszblc statement to answer his purpose (see page 60 and
the Appendxx (B) in the fifth edition). In which hé appears ignorant 6f
every thmg relating to American trade to a degree incredible in a per-

- son, who undertakes to inform the public upon it.. The system of"

paying dntles by bomd, and receiving a debenture for the drawback, is
as old in Amerlca, as dums .and drawbacks, and was not first in-
stxtuted by the act of 1799. /It applies to all the trade of Anmerica,
and not to any particular branch 1t is ot true that colenial produce

- and East India goods are the only ¢ articles imported for re-eXpor-
' tatlon, genemlly speaking’—he will find that there is scarcely an ar-

hcle 1mported into America; of which some portion is not re-exported.
On ‘examining the act of 17994 he will find that he has omitted the

. mdterxal cxrcumstance that ¢ Coﬂcc, ¢ocoa, um‘cﬂned sugars, and llquors
L6 in c.tsks, may have thelr packa«es renewcd on exportatxon in case

taken place, and which was add1t1ot1ally guarded,
agamst by a right of priority on the part of Go-
‘vernment in case of~ bankruptcy. The difference
us,) no waste of ("-Ipltal in the transit trade, but

sumptlon a circumstance which has most ma-.

‘which was necéssary in Amenca, though it

but the great fcatures of the system have remain-
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... OFf all- this we appear to have been’ {gn'drént,

-officers, are accused of perjury, for attesting. on

émd in 1805 we are first told, that the whole was

a plan to cover by fr auds, -to, which the govern~
ment is made a party, the property of our ene-

mies. Captains of vessels, and . custom-house

oath, that the duties had been secured to the United
- States, or paid accordzncr to law ; when the words
rather shew a most scrupulous desire of veracity.
All dut;es on all goods are, and always hav

“¢ the original packages shall be soinjured as’ 10 be rendered unfit for ez
“¢ portation, and nol otherwise.” And a little recollection would-have

abated his-surprise at this. enumeration of articles 3 for ;he_y are pre-. :
-eisely such as.cannot without positive destruction be exported in damage
ed packages. This author has consulted most hasuly the Act of Con-
gress which he quotes’; more attention would perhaps not have enabled’
bim to discover the mapy ‘proofs .of fraud and imposture which he ap-’
pears to have been looking for.” The b,ond for the duties i is absolute
- and unconditional for the payment of the dmount, ‘and does not ¢“ con-

¢ dition for the payment of duties on re~exportation within twelve

¢ months,” " In like manner the debenture for the drawback en«agesA

for a positive payment, with the'single condmon ‘that the hond for the
‘duties on the same goods shall be previously discbarged, " But as the

payment of the duties may sometimes precede considerably that of the>

drawback, the debenture for the latter was _made negotiable, to give fas

cility to the merchant ; - apd the 1nberest of six per cent., mentioned in’
he law, is only to be recovered by the indorsee against the original holder
in case his nonpayment of the duties prevented the’ discharge of the’

debenture. .1t would be difficult to devise a better system for the

purpose intended, of giving credit on the 1mportdut1es, where no pubhc"
docks and warehouses exist,; or. one, from: the clearness of its provi- -

sions, levs likely, on a careful exammahon, to glve countenance to im=

putations of fraud or disguise. - I understand that a very satisfactory
and clear report has been made. on this subject by the Secretary of the
T):easmy in Amenca, but not havmg béen able’ to meet with it, I

am obliged to confine thls explanauon to the suggestmns of my an’”

-experiences e
N %
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been, p'ud in the same manner, and where they
amounted to the value of more than fifty dollars,
there is probably no instance of their being
otherwise ‘discharged  than by a bond. It is
wtterly -impossible to shew the - slightest prdof—
of any ‘attempt at collusion or fraud; and,-if
we were not satisfied that America should raise
‘her own revenue in the manner she might think-
best, we have been guilty of gross neglect by-
eovntinuing in a state of ignorante, which every
clerk in a counting-house of an American mer-
chant could have corrected. SETRIPIEN
Tevmust at first sight be evident to the reader :
kth’tt though I have endeavoured to remove the
laboured. mxsrepresentatlons on thls “subject for,
the purpose I have professed, of coming at a cor-
rect opinion of our conduct and of that of Ame-
tica, this pretended dlscovery cannot by any
man of sense be considered otherwise than as
8 pretext and celtamly a. most clumsy one,
‘No consequences could have been seriously - at~
tached to facts, which were always before our
veyes, thouO"h we aﬁ'ected never to. have. seen
them. - But the important - practlcal canse-

quences of this affectation in the capture of

American Vessds, in evel y quarter, (for | the. du-
a‘l',les on thelr c'u'goes were all pald in the same
manner,) were not to be mlotdkcn, nor. the ad-

‘yance necessanly pxoduced in the price-of neux
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tra,l freight and i 1113urance, the ‘great desxderatum
of the ‘West India interest. wrn s Phg

In considering our conduot in thls mstance, 1t
becomeq again h1ghly important to make up our
minds as to the general character of the trade
with which we are 1nterfermg . if it were,  as
has been asserted, that of an enemy under a
fraudulent mask ; although the device, . which

was employed, has mokr"e‘of_ theyltalian ‘than of

the British character in it; yet, many might be, .

.- reconciled to tear away that mask by the same

crooked artifice with which it was assumed. - But
if my formerK,observations.produce,fas I. think
they muSt’ a.conviction, that the trade and pro-
perty so sported with belong to an honest neu-
tral, there can be no doubt that our conduct
towards it deserves the name of the most un-
qurxhﬁed m]ustlce S TR SUs

- 'The other criteria of ]awml tr '1,(18, aud of the

sepdramon of the voyage from America - to

Europe from the preceding .one from the Colo-
nies, thouoh useful ~and lmpoxt'mt where a
smcele chsposmon existed to come at the truth,

~and to act -upon it, afforded great - variety . of

0fround for vexatlon, more’ plaubxble than - that
m‘oduced by the dxscovery respecting the duties.

"The object of the importer. of colonial produce
yw’as,rto dxspose of it to the bestk‘ adyan;age‘. i
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* thie home market did not suit him, he re-export-
ed; and, in selectmg his foxemn market, the

fixed habits of different countries made” each
European state the best market for the produce
of its own colonies, as in each (,olony ‘the best
price will be found for that of the mother coun-

“try. Hence arises the 'Circﬁmétence which hws

improperly been considered-a proof of flaud *
that Havannah sugars ‘and Caraccas’ cocoa are

chleﬂy met with going to Sp'un, and French‘

wines to French colomes.

Nor was the injury to the Amemcans confined

to the application of these new and vexatious
principles; for our prlvateels and cruizers, appre-

hending little danger of being made answerable _

for their error, were not disposed to make nice
distinctions, but detained and sent in every vessel
they_met with under the- most frivolous pre-

tences, in which they were also encouraged by
the expectatlon of actual war. Of the extent to

which this was carried, some idea ‘may be form-

ed, when it is stated, that cargoes, wholly of -
Amerlcan produce, and of the produce of ‘

neutral countnes trading w1th Amerlcd, were

.captured and even brouOht to tual T In these

. * War in Dlsﬂulse.

+ “The Governor Gilman, loaded with tobacco f‘rom New York to )

Amsterdam, and the Orion, from St, Pctersburwh to Amerlca, tncd m
the Court of Admxralty in October 1807.

Y
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inst.ances,,the judge decreed i‘estitution of ship and -

cargo, and costs against the captors, with expres-

sions of indignation, which so lawless an outrage
necessarily excited ; the latter had, in the face of -
this censure, the audacity to enter appeals, and the.
American was obliged either to compromise or-

leave to the captors the option of bringing forward
his appeal within a twelvemonth, with the pos-
sible advantage of an intervening war securing to
him his prize *. The owners of privateers are.in
the daily practice of bringing in- valuable - car-
goes, and offering immediately to. release them

for one or.two hundred guineas, they sometimes

[ 2 S
o et

requirea much larger sum ; emd the London mer-

S
.
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chant is elther oblwed to -

el e) N

- quitous robbery, or let his. correspondent suffer
the more expenswe Vezatlons, which it isunfortu-

nately in the power of these people to. 1nﬂ1ct

If these are the maritime rights, for thch ,

. b
* The rxght of appea] mstxmted as a security agamst mjustxce, has
been made a most formidable instrument of what it was intended fo
guard against, - The captor almost invariably appeals whem the infe=
rior court decrees an acquittal ; he has, in consequence, one year cer-
tain, during which he can keep the owner in suspense, with ‘the addi-
tion of‘ any further time which the ingenuity of his lawyer may gaim
for hn:n 3 and if, in the mean tlme, war is declared with the couniry te
which the ship belongs, condemnation follows without vre‘ference to the
merits of the first ca pture. When war was declared against Denmark, ves-
sels of that country were then condemned in the Court of Appeal, whick

‘were detained four and five years before.’ An immediate and summary
. decxsxon is an undoubted and a principal right of neutrals; and if this

practice is’to be countenanced, they would be matenal!y beneﬁted by
abandoumg the nght of sppeal altogether' :
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e -are told with a’ pompous ambiguity that
always avoids coming to the point, ¢ our ans
¢ cestors fought and bled,” and for which we

e crushed 'the northern confederacy* 5 1 am

strangely mistaken. It is worthy of remark,
that the principle contended for by that confe- .

_5deracy ‘has never received any support from

America, nor been the subject of discussion with
her.  Even the broad ground of the rule of
1756 has never been. disputed  with her, bes
cause we never maintained that ground.—But
the complamts of America are, ‘that we began

by suﬁ'ermg, and formaﬂy recognizing, a trade
Whlch we have, since the year ~1805,. ‘been

vmolestlllg and harassmw by the successwe in-
ventiotr of the most absurd 'rnd frlvolous prea
'texts. If, at the beglnmng of the last war, we

had’ steadxly pers1sted. in refusing to neutrals

52

any extension of their accustomed trade, that
questlon Would have been fairly at issue between

as. Amerxca, if she still preferred neutr ahty, would
L "‘not have entered into those extensive operatlons
" "which have been 1nsxd10usly atmeked by mdlrect‘
E ‘hostlhty S V
- A candid consideration of the hxstmy of this
: f»'trade can leave no doubt on which side the en-
- er(,)'cu:hmentsA S0 much talked of becran 5 fmd

# Concessions to America, p. 23. ;. -

__instead of 1mputmg the complcunts of the Ame-
~ ricans, to their desire of avalhncr themselves of
our dangexs, for the uncrenerous purpose of ad-
yvancing extxava@ant pretensions, - we shouldv ,
rather. accuse, ourselves of | takmg advantage of

the unprotected state of her commerce, to harass

it by a systematlc course of the most arbltraryv
' ;mconslsteney

" The measures resorted to by Amerlea, under

these eircumstances of provocatlon, were - cer-

tainly of the mildest species of hostlhty, and such

as ewdently shewed a desue of peace. ‘A law
“was passed prohlbptmg the 1mportatlon of eertam
articles of British manufaetme by which a de-

monstratlon of commercxal warfare was certainly
1ntended but. it 1s such as every. mdependent na-.

tion, even in time of peace, has a right to resort i
to Wxthout glvmo offence ; and, if the commerce
“of Awmerica were to be materially. mterrupted a
" freductlon of - their importation of European ar-

ticles became mdxspensrble "This, laW, after dlf

ferent suspensmns, is not yet repealed -—-Of its

WlSdOm as a commercral measure ‘there may be

, doubts, bnt as an. annoyance of our trade for the

purpose of enforcmg respect for thelrs, We have

| no right to complain of it.

. Shortly after the: passmg of th1s law, a treaty ‘
: _was negomatcd between the two countrles, Wthh ,
as far as it Went ‘was a falr and eqmtable adJusts'

O -l
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ment of our dxffercnces which indeed a cessatlor

of the unfrlcndly dlspo%mon of this Government
by the change of - administration would of itselt

“have produced.’ ‘But as in our foreign negoc1'
utlonq the conduct of one administration must be

mamtamed even by their opponents, the only

commercml pomt 1equ1rnw adJustment was to

bleak in such a manner the cont1nu1ty of the

' neutral voyage from ‘the colonies to the country .

of our enemies in Europe, as to leave no room for

future mrsundelstanumg Thls was. eﬁectually |

doneby the condition, thata small duty should be
imposed in- America, which should riot be drawn

,bwc]\ and, which had the 'deltlon'x,l advanmoe

of increasing the charve of conveyance of co-

~lonial produce to the Continent of Europe*

It is natural that this strpulatlon should dis-
please those who looked ‘upon eyery preventlv

of war as a misfortune. But any. further ob-

servatlons on thls or other parts of ‘the’ treaty
Would be at present uninteresting partlcularly
as it has not been ratlﬁcd 'lhe refusal, on

the part of America, is supposed to ‘have been

prmcrpally owm@ to- the wa ant of some pro-

) * The treaty has not }et been pubhshed but thls fact is stated by" '
the author of Concessions to America the. Bune of Bntam, and is smce '

confirmed by several pubhcatmns in Amerlca Theugh this author de-

' precates the interference of interested advrsers with the late ministers,

he anpears to have been deep in the sccrcts of the present I think it

- propér to s‘tate, thatit is from hlm that I have the hrst mformauon qf

any part of that treaty

5N

0

‘hsxon acralnst takmg our seamen from on

board her shlps and as the 1mportance of

this subJect has been increased by - the affair -

between the tv’vo fncrates, I shall make a few‘

Yemaiks on’ 1t althoucrh forewn to the 1mme~
: dlate obJect of thxs 1nqu1ry B ‘ |

It was 1mposs1ble to cstabhsh, Wlth the poh—
th‘tl separaﬁon of Amencm from’ Great Br1taln,
any mtelhglble drstmctxdn between the inhabits

ants of the two" countrles The dlstance, how—- “

ever, prevented much mconvemence from this

fmrcumstance, eXceptlnw in the c'ise of smlors,

whose ‘ habitation 'being né Where, and’ every
Where, and’ Whove ﬁckle d1sposrt10n Ied them,
accordmév to. acmdentz into the" se1v1ce of ‘one

“or ‘the other country. —As long as peace con:

tinued, no 1nJury ensued’ to erther party from

taking their seamen from a jont stock ;- “for al-'
though the most populous: country was na.turally :
the prmmp%l ‘breeder, yet this mode of dlsposmo', »

of a surplu:s populatlon was no m_]ury, ‘and the
number of seamen 0*enerally of Enghsh charac-

ter and habit Was increased. ‘But astate of war
produced the most perplexmg confuslon. Our"
“'seamen Were desertmrr our service for' that of Ami es

rlca, in consequence of our system of i 1mp1 essment;
and, -on the other hand, ‘the 'native seamen’ of
,Amerlca, for Want of any dlstmgmshmg mark
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"'found no pxotectron from 1mpressment by. our
'shlpsofwar R S RN
“Witha mutua,l dlsposmon and a mutual 1nter- '

: est to come to some fair solutxon of this difficulty,

it has lntherto been found 1mposs1ble Ifat any

future perrod it should be found pxactlcable to man

our navy Wlthout compulslon, Dby adopting the

plan of llmlted service, which has been intro=

| duced into the army; or otherwxse, saxloxs Would
: after a short tlme, feel as little reluctance to the
' Government as to the merchant service ; for.it is

the. unhmlted conﬁnement only wlnch makes ‘

'the dlstlnctron._i But thls 1s not the tlrne for

: expeuments Wltll a serv1re on which our. ex-
- istence depends. - The present war at least must
| be fought out on the present plan, - and as lonof‘
‘as we, are obllged to resort to 1mpressment it
k_Wlll be found 1mp0351ble to resign a right of
taking our own : ssubjects : ﬁom on board neutral
mexcha,nt vessels, for- such a resignation must
' tend 1mmed1ately to increase the .evil “much

beyond its present macrmtude, by encouraging
the desertlon which- must follow, if -the sailors

ijthought a neutml vessel an asylum from which: -
‘they could not be taken. - The ‘question of: right
" on this pomt must be overruled by the- necessmy
of self-preservatlon, Wthh has been thought by |
'the best mfoxmed to be mvolved in it.. '

101

But at the same tnne it cannot be demed that
this necessary exercise of our power isan 1n_)ury
to Amerlca of the greatest consequence, and
that it becomes our duty to listen tothe remedies

j,whlch she mav sug ggest, and adopt such as
- amay appeal consmtent with cur own. safety o (3
‘should not surpr;se us, that an lndependent Go— B
\vernment should use every endeavour to pi otect
her own - cﬁ;lzens from 1mp1essment to Whlch, :
- awith the Dbest intentions on-our part they are fre-
’quently exposed “or that the ‘necessity of the

system “we pursue should be less appa,rent to

. them’ than to ourselves. The present practxce »
of protectlons, VhICh 1equ1res tlmt Ameucan
sailors  should have. ‘about them certificates “of

citizenship, though liable to great hardshlp and

“abuse, s still the best remedy yet sug gested, andk'
‘the two following' "regulatlons might pE:lhapS be

established without -injury to this; and’ much to

‘ the advantage of that country. * First, that no
~men should be taken out of ships on the Amex -

-ean coast ; and: Secondly, ‘that it should be the
duty of every commander, the first tlme he enters
;any -British port in which there shall be an Ame=
rican Consul, to ‘bring ‘before him any men’he

- 1ay have taken out of an American ship, that
- they may have the means afforded them of esta-
' bllshm if they can, thelr Amemcan charactel* .
o * Thls subJect is very ably discussed in the deburu'h Revxew for

Apnl I agree with ilie author in every thmg, but the - eﬂicacy of his
, remedxes ‘ .
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The pretenslons to a right to search a nzmonai

: shlp for any thing appear so crenerally exploded

and renounced by all part1es, that it is unneces-

sary to enter upon the subject -of the rencontre
hetween the Leopard and the Chesapeak - The

v only questlon that can remain must- be, as to the

nature of the reparatmn to. be. mades
The whole questlon respectmg seamen, which

_ thls unfortunate business: rendered still more per=.

plexed could however, in no event have led to

“wary if conducted with' that temper and mode1 a-

tion which a subject of .so much dehcacy and
interest to both countries reqmred It must be

natura,lly oﬁ'enswe to the proper pride. of every |
independent nation, that a partieular class of its
-people should be liable to 1mpressment into a fo- -
yrelcrn ser Vl(’:e, 1f found at sea. Wlthout a certlﬁcate
- of their origin in their ‘pockets. Far from: being
‘,Vsm rprised. ‘that  the ‘government of - Amerlca
vshould on a subject s0 important, exhlbrt the

most earnest appearances, ‘we should, 1nstead of

_ascrlbmg them to any intentions. 0’enerally un-

fnend]y, rather regret the ‘imperious necessity

we are under of adheri ng to a. practlce Whlch
,nothmg but that neces51ty can Justlfy

S
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'\VE have now rev1ewed the neutral commerce ,
of Ameuca and our conduct towards it, from'
, the be’rmmno of the last War' untll the com—

mcncement of the present admmlstratlon and
it will be drfﬁcult to dlSCOV@I‘ thoae concessions

-on our part and thiose msolent mcroachments :
on that of Amemca, Wlth the. repetltlon of which |

the newsp'tpers and pubhcatlons of this country

»'h'wc endeavoured to mﬂame the pubhc ‘mind.
We have seen, on the contmry, that Amerlca,

never took any P’t]‘t m the e‘itravagant preten—

E sions of the northern powers, at whose courts she -
had- even no accredrted mlmsters, and’ that her
Pomplmnts of the system of voxcmon and opp1 res-
- sion practlsed towards her cémmerce smce the\

year 1805 Were but too Well founded

These detarls 'trc, mdeed rendered less mte-.
restmg\ by the magnitude of the event Whl(,h We'
have now to con51der ‘but. it appeared to. me_ .
partrcuhrly 1mp01 tant to place the whole subJ ect -

“in-a proper light, by refuting the m1srepresenta-"

“tions by which it ‘has been studlously obscured,

, and by explammg the real 1ntu1e of Amerlcan_ '
commerce. ' A ' POk

Tt was general] y understood when the present

' 'tdmlmstratron came into power, that a decided -

chanoe W“iﬁ; to take piace in our conduct towards

Ame1 ica; and accordmgly, after some dehbua— |
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tion, the orders m councd of the 1 Ith of Noveme'

ber made their appearance and to that country,
now- the only remaining neutral, all the others

thcy may be oonsldered as solely applymg |
~Although the adrmssmn between. mdependent

"‘eountrles of the plea of nece551ty and self-prer
servatlon, as an excuse for violating the r1ghts of
. others, 1s, from the certamty of 1ts abuse, sub~
“versive of those laws by Whlch they are bound'

together, yet when that necessrty really ‘and

)mamfestly occurs, the propnety of such a resort

cannot be dxsputed In our present sltuatlon,

‘ ﬁohtmg for our exxstencc agamst the most for-

midable power the ‘world ever. vmtnessed mea-~

_sures of a direct tendency to Weaken mateually
,' the mrht’uy and naval force of our enemv, or_ ,

ineredse our own, nuoht cer amly, if ever, clalm

thls ]ustlﬁcatlon But. Would it not be a more |
| frank and m'm]y proceedmg, to state, in plaln :
: 1ar\<ruacre, the case of necessrty to the countrles
o that are, to suﬂ‘er? Should we not be more hkely ,,
to. srlence thcreby their ochctlons, and secure
at least their tacit acqulescence, tlnn by in-
| sultmg them, in aﬁ'ectmg to justify, as an ordx-: -
nary and legitimate right, and to cover, ;by,

ﬂrmsy pretences, what, Wlthout the most urgent

necessity. of self—prescrvatlon, must ‘be deemed

havmfr been successwely overrun by our emmy,

an tcrfrressron of the most gross and unprovokedf

105

descrrptlon,?.._When the prmcrple of 1756 Was{
estabhshed the languafre of Lord Chatham Wasl‘ .
as bold as the measure- 1tseli and Sn‘ Joseph'
York, mstead of searchmg for a JllStlﬁCdtlon
in the erters on the - laws, of natlons, \deolared :
: frankly to the Dutch, c that /us .Mayesly could not '
. otlm wzse oet out of t/ze war with safety If '
we had treated the commerce of Amerlca Wlth E

the same smcenty, mstead of molestmg 1t as
we have seen, by a repetltron of the. most dls-

' graeeful chlcane, that commexce Would h‘we suf— a0
-~ fered less,. and our own ends Would have beenﬁ
.answered Such an appeal to the good sense of |

the people of tlnt count1 y Would certainly | have

| been less hke]y to produce war than the SOphlStI‘y
: Wlth whmh they have been txeau,d and of Wthh_

every man in it must detect the fallacy L
These remarks, apphcable., to the - Whole of

our. conduct _are partrculaxly S0 to the manner ~

of lssumtr these 1mp01tant orflers. they are not

| defeuded as measures necessary for our, sclf—pre—

servation ; 1o appeal is made on tlnt groUnd
to Ameuc't, she is. not Called upon to reﬂect
how 1mmed1ately her own 1ndependenee is.con-

‘.nected with ours; but they are. defended as a JUst
right of retahatlon, aI'ISII]O' from the common

prmmples of the law of natrons, and accordmov

~to tberr merrts by thls test they Wlll therefore
be Judcred
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Yt A5 Bal‘&ly possible that this n‘nportant meaa
sute ¢an really, in the ‘mind of any thlhkmo'
~i‘han, be justified on this ground, assmned as
ft s in the ‘preamble to the otders, Which the

.....

unple statEment of a few dates and a few facts

fhust entnely des’croy " As thie pubhc, however, |

#“ppear 1gnoraht of them, I shall endeavour te
explain them very shottly, and considet here-
after the expedlency and pohcy of these orders,
Wwhich, (although for argtuiient’s’ sake, 1 havé
supposed established even to a degree of necess

_ sxty for self~pleservation,) I shall shew to be a$
permclous to this country, asto the nel.tral m— :

1‘&'olved in their destruotwe consequences.

~Under the form of a blockade of all the ports |

sf the contment of Eunope, (a foun by which
we a,ﬁ'ect an adherence to the Iaw of na’cxons,
4t the same tlme that We countenance ‘thé ¥io~
Ia,tlon of all its prov151ons 1espect1ng blockade,)
v all trade Wlth it is interdicted, except throufrh
this country, and under such fiscal and poh‘mc al’
| festrictions as we may thmk fit to 1mpose. The
Amencan merchant caii no longet‘ carry ‘the
produce, evenl -of his oW s01l to any paxt of
the contment of Emooe f01 SO extenswe an

soverelgnty was v1olated and Whose commelcé ,
was destroyed by this procecdmcr it would havé

: been m vain to seamh fox a.uthomtles Or: préc*e-
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dents any. where; and accor dmgly the pxeamble ‘

- states, that . i v \

s J.Franoe, by which ¢ the British islands were

- ¢ declared to be in a state of blockade,” thexeby

¢ in English merchandize, is prohlbrted and '

& vta.m theu' revocatxon, but on the Qontrary the.‘

L5 ‘Vherens certam orders, estabhshmO‘ an nnn
pnecedented systemg, of warfare arramst thlS

¢ tion of its ‘commerce and- resources, were

“ some nme since issued by the Government Of

t‘f"subjectmg to. capture and condemnation all

&6
i tinue to trade with his MaJesty s dominions:
,"‘K.And whereas, by the same oxdex, all tradmfr
“ every article of n;elcharndlze belonging. to
€<

£ her manufactnre, is. deelax ed lawful prize:
~‘f‘._And whereas n'mons in aihance with France?

¢ and under her controul, were reqiired to. give,

f‘g‘.‘and have given, and do. give, effect to. suchf

s orders: And whereas his. MaJesty s Older of
<
,,desued purpose, either - of compelhno the
“ enemy to recal those orders, or of mducmg
neutral nations to interpose with effect to .ob-

“¢ same have been recently enforoed thh m-

s¢ creased vigour.” ..

These are the motxves assxgned for theerder |

I’2

; ngdom, and aimed espemally at the destmc- '
£€

* vessels, with theu' ‘cargoes, which should con-

Enoland or coming from. her colonies, or of

< the /th of January last has. not answered- the
e
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:.of a gencral blockade, and the: deutructron of all

commerce of meutrals with the continent of
‘Em ope. *The other" essential part “of the’ Order,

o brmg 1n for condemna’mon of ship- and car go,
: -all vesselq, the CaIOOGS of Whlch shall be ac :com-
~_‘panied by a certlﬁcate of onom, has the follow—
: 'ilng preamble ; - - g ‘

+

< And'whereas count1 ies, not encraged in the
““5 war, have acqmesced in thiese orders of l*rance,

- <. prohibiting -all trade in any altxo}cs, the pro-
,"c‘.l.duce or manufacture of his Majesty s ‘domi-
¢ nions 3 ‘and the- merch'mts of those countrle%
¢ have given - countenwnce and eﬁ'ect to these

K13 prohlmtlons, by acceptm(r from persons styl-

s ing . themselves commelclal ‘agents —~of the
L enevny resident ‘at nentral ports, certam do- -
¢ cuments styled * certificates of origin’ bemfr
g ;'Certlﬁcates obtained at the ports of: shlpment

- ¢ declaring that the articles of - the cargo 'ue

¢ not of the . produce ' or. manufacture of lns

L. M'gesty s dominions, or to that effect: -
¢ And- whereas this ‘expedient has been re-

¢ sorted .to by France, and" submltted 1o by

- €¢ such ‘merchants -as* pa,rt of the new - system‘

-6 :!of warfare directed: agamst the trade of this

. € Aklncrdom, and as the most effeotual~1nstrument
_wfof accomphshlng the. same, and it is therefore

;_essentlally necessary t0 resist iti— -

.:'The’ questlon of our r:urht to sacrlhce tho trade
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of a neutral here ewdently depends, not on-the

" extent'of i mJury which one belhgerent has done
*to another, but’ in how f%r that i 1n3ury is mﬂlct—
ed through the acqmescence or concurrence “of
the neu’m cl]., in measures whlch 1t Woulo h'ue :
'been competent to thfrt neutr 1 to 1e31st or
mterfere with, All nations have an undoubted;

1o"ht to 1egulate thir own trade in “the manner

" fost for their mterest and none use that rmht
‘more peremptorlly than ourselves. Tx ance, Spam,
Holland &c. ~ay order even in tlme of ; peace,

and of course’in tlme of war, that no althIGS of
Brltlsh produce or manufactures sha,ll be recew—

' ed mto their reepectrve dommlon in the’ same

manner as we, at our’ pleabule, pexmlt the 1m—-
portatlon of- some, and prohlblt th'Lt of othe ar-
trcies. ‘The on]y runedy of any countr_y that
may thmk itself m_)med is by retahatmg ~mth

thing: cert'unly Would be more’ im peltmcnt th’m
the interference of a third party With wh;

” pro prxety could Amenca insist yyrth I‘lance'tl}_at
~ British manufmctux €s sbould be received by her 2y

If, therefore, Trance h‘15 an undoubted nght to

~enact this proh1bmon w1thout giving offcnoc to
"the neutm] she has also a’ rlo'ht to secure 1ts
'enecunon by such reoulfrtlons as 1 vrny be neces«,
i sary, and, of course, to dlrect that all 0~oods
imported 1nto I‘mnce shall be" accompm1cd bv

counter recrulatlons of 1ts own trade. , But no-
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acertxﬁcate of a French Consul atthe port of

theu shrpment that they are not of the. ploduce'

or manufacture of Great Butam or her domr-
mons.: Even 1f thls regulatlon Wele, Whlch 1t

i1 not, an 1n3ury to the commerce of Amenca,
‘1t could not be resented by her, _because France

has a rlght to prohlblt totally a.ll trade w1th

Lhat or any. other country, Wlthout gwmo them

oﬁ'ence We, m many cases, requlre fore:gn
artlcles, 1mp01ted into. thls country, to be ac-
compamed by cext\ﬁcates from our COHSHIb

a‘moad Nothmg can, therefore, be more frwo--

lous. than the assertxon of our rrght to. complmn
of the acqulescence of' Amerlcan merchants in
the regulatrons of I’mnce, 1elatmg to cer‘rlﬁcates

. of orlgm nor is this regulatlon, as the preamble
“to our Orders in \,ouncﬂ pretends, part of anew
\ .syctem of wal fare dxrected against 1 us: on the con- , -

tzary, it was estabhshed on the- bxeakmg out of

~the war by an a,rrcte of tbe then First Consul :
dated Pd,rls, the SOth of J une, 1803 >‘e‘dthoufrhr it
is now for the ﬁlbt tlme brought forward as. d.':
, g\ ound of compl'unt agamst neutrals .
But althouo*h America cannot be expected ox :

requued to mter fere between the two belhgerent

| Qowels, by pretendmg to a rlght of determmmg :
_ whether any, or. what commermal mtercourse i
L shall exist between them, yet she 18 undoubtedl.y )

answelable f01 any mgury the one or the other

L/’//
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? may receive from an unresented attack ‘o’ her
. fair neutral rmhts by erther party. If Franbe;
for mstdnce, pretended to mterfere Wlth the
- trade of ‘América to this country, the acqu;«
édcenice of the latter would bé to us a fair
ground of complamt and éven of retahatlon 3

as much 50 as America’ prohlbrtmg, at our. in-
stlgatlon, her 'merchants from sendmv certlﬁo ER
cates of orlgm with goods destmed to the ‘ 0
Contment would be an act of agore.mon to»
_Walds our enemles R R |
The rlfrht asser ted in the preamble to our Or— | ’ z%
- dérs ('an therefore only be comrdered as they
apply to this posmon Fr ance must be ‘shown
to have mterfered in the tiade between Amerlca
and our dommlons, and’ Amerlca knowmg thls":
mterference must have left it unresented if ' .
this really be the case, althOUgh I should’ then g
much doubt the expedrency of our vro}ent reta- o
hatxon, our rrght to ‘follow 1mphcrtly the die- |
tatés of our own mterest could not be dmputed‘ |
But how is this cdse made out by facts ¥ -

The oﬁimal ‘act of the French Government?‘ ,
whlch tho’ucrh 1ot named in tmr Ordels in Coum :
cxI is referred to, and quoted from, as ¢ contamm ;
mg the obJectlonable passages, is the decree of SR
the let November, ‘1806, 1ssued at Berlm, after{' 4 %
the conqués’c and sub_}ectxon of the North‘!o‘?‘ |

NN

S




Germany ThlS act onreadmg it attentwely,;f,‘
appears to ha.ve been 1ssued ma moment of ex«
' ultatlon, Wlthout any pxemse or deﬁmte obJect
but aI‘I its pxowsrons pomt to the mtercourse
.between Great Britain, and the Contment of
Europe, to Wlnch the sub_]eetlon of the N01 th of
Germany at Iast gave Tr ance ‘the hope of effoc-» -
tually puttmrr a stop, The expresexons ale_
however‘ crenenal . the Bl‘lt‘sh TIslands Wexe,
declared to be in a state’ of blockade, and all,
commerce and cmrespondenoe ‘with them WdS '
mterd]ctcd If this was to be conﬁned to
France, and such dependent Govelnments as
she could mduce to act upon them, ,1t was an

act’ of hostlhty in Wlnch we could not expect

.Amerlca to 1nterfere But as Ameuca, was. aIso. .
'embmced in the gener aI express10113, and not ex«

cepted by any partlcular clause of this. act, it

- became part;cularl yinteresting to asce1 tain, Whe-
ther’ she was also intended to be 1ncluded and
‘Awhether she Would ‘10(11116806 in thls vxolatlon of :

her neutrahty, ,m ‘a pomt of ebsentxal 1mport-
ancetous RNt : L

ThlS subJect accordlngly atn acted as 11: Wae -

onr Government All tlade ﬁom one country ‘
, ef Europe 11nd61 the 1nﬂuence of ance to L
:mother Was prohrblted by the Jnchmous OldCl of .

the ‘7th J" an’uary, 1807. By % fdll‘ but spmted
“representation to the: Amerlcan\ mlmster by the
Secretary’ 8f’ State, and: agam by -a meinorial,

daﬁed‘Slst Uecember, 1806, presented by Lord:

- Hoiland’ ‘and: Lotd*Auckland, Plempétennarles{ |
'engaged m* fortihg a2 treaty w1th ‘Ainerica, it
was formally “declared, ‘that © if the énémy:

S should carry ‘his : threats into, executlon, and
® if neutral natlons should, contraly 1o all ex¥
w ‘pectation, acqulesce in’ such usurpatxons, His

s Ma]esty might probably ‘be: compelled ‘how-
éver reluctantly, to retahate in‘hiy own Just’

xe‘-

o defence, and to- 1ssue ‘orders to his’ crmzers ‘to

""? to whlch those neutrals shall have submltted
A ﬁorn lns enemies.’ TR E RN ‘

“Our ughts could not p0531b1y be stated ina

more exphcxt, or- a. more correct manner ; no
retahatlon of the French deeree took place on
‘our side, ‘and we appear to-have remained’ satis-
| ﬁed durlng a wholé tweivemonth, that the pr ACa

‘tice ander -it arhounted to a proof ‘that it ‘was
elther tamtly abandoned “or -mever- intended to
; ’:be enforced a«rmnst Amerlca, unt11 a total

fchange of conduct towards that ‘country being
resolved " oii; we are mformed on the 11th of

';November, “* tha.t ‘countriee ot enwaged in the

: u’
vrar' have acqulesced in the orders of France,’? as

: ?an excuse for a most rxgorous system of retaha-‘: o

Q

adopt towards’ the neiitrals z 'my hostile’ system, '
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tion, . whmh if the assertion werercorrect, waul&
certfunly have been )ustxﬁ'rble. et s
- As America is the only neutr al we may con«
ﬁne our inquiry to her conduct which is ex-
plamed by a_message of the President to Con-
gress; of the 19th February, 1807, in: Wthh he
says, ¢ Iinclose also a letter from our. Mlmster
€ Plempotentlary at Paris, covering one to hirn
¢ from the Minister of Marine of that Govern-
< ment, assuring him that the Imperlal Decree
« lately passed was not to- affect our commerce,
¢ which, would still be governed by the rules of
¢ the treaty established between the two eoun-
< tries.” . The letter. inclosed perfectly J\lStlﬁEd
thrs representatlon of the Pr esident. It appears
that the American thster at Parls, properly
alive to the interests and character: of his country,
did not wait for z any. instructions from his govern-
ment, but, before even he could have known our
mtentlons, and the conditions aﬁixed to our retaha— .
tion, dem'mded as early as the 10th of December,
~.at Paris, an explanation of the Decree, -which |
had appeared at Berlin only nineteen days before.
The answer must have entirely | satisfied hlm 5 it
eripresseq dlstmctly ¢« That an Amerlcan vessel
2§ carmot be taken at sea for the mere reason. that
< she i 1s going. to or coming. from a. port of Env-
.¢¢ Jland 57 and the general - tenor of it conﬁrms the
opmlon beime sucwested, that the Berlm Decree '
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was never intended.to operate beyond the imme-
- diate intercourse between this. countx y and the»
cgntment* ' 5

'f‘ * Cop} of a letter from Mons Decres, Mlmster of Maune and of the

Colomes, to ‘General Armstrong, American Mmlster at Pd.]"lS, dated o
«24thDecember,1806.:- St L T e A

T hasten to answer the note you did me the honour to address to me i
on the 20th of this month. " E
| conmder the Imperial Decree of the 21st of November last as’ thus “ [
far conveymg xo modification of the ree,ulatlons at present observed }
in Frauce wuh regard to neutral navigators, nor consequently of the’ A I
Convention of 'the 30th of September, ' 1800, (8 Vencemmne, 9th- [
year) with;the U, S. of America. - . ’
- But : althouvh by this answer the four questlons, upon whlch your |

' Excelleﬁcy his desired to know my opinion, have heen: implicitly re-

" solyed; Inthink I can add, that the declaration exprcssed by tbe lst'

o r,l,art cl of the Decree of the 2lsi of November; aot at all chdngmg
{REYdFédént. French laws conccrnmg maritime -eaptores 3 thefe is: no !
'reasqu for mqumng what mterpretanon, restrlctlon, or extenslon nmy

be given to this article, ‘ ‘ AR i
b "Qd]y, That selzures coptrary to the exrstmg regu]a{mns concermng i
cruxzers, will not be allowed to the captors. - R ~ i
-3dly, That an American vessel camot be taken at sea for the mere
reason that she is going toa port .of England, or; is renrning from
_one, . because, conformably with the 7th amcle of the aavd Dc-cree,
we are limited in- France not to admlt vessels eom;rvr from: England’ or : S
the English colonieg. ‘
~ 4ihly, That the prowsrons of the Qd and 5th arhcles of the saxd
Decree naturally apply to foreign citizens domzczhatea in’ ¥rance, or in C
. the countrles occupied by the troops of his ma_]es.,y the umperor and
King, in as much as they have the character of a genaml faws’ “but ;
that it will be proper that your Excellem,y should ‘cpinmupnicate. with S
- the Mlmster of Exterior Relations as to what concerns the cor respond g
ence of the citizens of the U, S. pf Ameuca wnth Lnfrland 1 pray B
: yonr Expel!ency, &e, L Lo ERCREs. Tk

LIPS, It wxli ot escape General Armstrong', that my, answers caonot

: hpve the deyelopement which they. would receive frowe the Mipistoe of o

v Exterwr Relatlons, that “it is namrally 1o hun thit be ou"hc tu ad- ’

drésy hrmself for- these exp]anatrorrs, which! I am’: very dapiy 0¥ ive

g hnn,rhecause he wishes them, Jbut upon whrch I ha,ve much less rosx- i
tive mformahon than the Prince of Benevento. - : :

Q2 : :

S
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It is to'be presumed, that some communication’
mtist have taken place between our Governrﬁe‘nt
and that of Amerxca, if any  doubt remainéd respéct-
lng ‘her acqulescence in this Decxee dnd if we
were not_ satisfied with the . notouous fact, thats
no condemnatlon of an American vessel had ever:

. t’aken place undér ‘it; *and: ‘that so ‘little” dxd the

F‘rench prlva,teers mterfere w1th the trade' 'of
Amerlca with this. country, that- ‘the msurance
on it has been very little h]gher than in. trmes of
profound peace, while that on ' the Amerlcan

i trade- with the continent of Europe has at the

- ~ sanie time been doubled, a,nd even trebled by the

conduct of our cruizers.: o 2 :

% _ Unless, therefore, his Majesty S Mlmsters have
SOme “information of Whlch the pubhc is. not .
possessed and which ‘contradicts the very clear

| ewdence the pubhc do -possess, we must con~

t ' clude, that the assertlon in the’ Ordels of Coun-.

| 01] that Amenca had been guilty of that acquh -

' ' escence in the deoxees of France ‘which was ta
draW down, and has drawn down ‘upon ‘her,’ our.

,~ menaced retahatmn, is totall‘y;w VOld of founda~
tlo_n. L » S R

It can hmdly be neoessary t0 pomt out, that

the French Decree of the ‘26th of last De(‘ember, :

lssued in consequence-of our: Orders in Council,
can’ aﬁ'ord no Justlﬁcatlon -of - them, nior ‘would 1t
be’ necessary Bere to allude to it,. but from the |

~

- rigldly executed
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general | disposition of the public papers to’_con-
found all the transactions together, for the obvi-
ous»purpose’ of deceptlon. If what has: been

‘ stated becorrect,. that our Olders in: Councﬂ are

110t Justlﬁed by any prewous provocatlon, they
must be: eVJdently acts of original -aggression,

and France has . retaliated much m the same ‘
‘manmner;  and with the same right, as we should: |

ourselves have done, had the. Berlm Decree been

THIS general view of our conduct towards

: Amerlca, which we have now. closed and especp

ally the last and most. 1mportant scene of it, ex+
hibits, [ fear, thev very reverse of those encroach-
ments on her part, and’ of concessions on- ours,
which have been so 1ndustrlously repeated to. lead
the . public bhndfold ‘to the approbation of a

proceedlng, asvoid of honour and good falth, as.
of any, rational calcula,tmn of pohcy BCT
. The prize should: indeed he great. tha,t We are

£0:obtain. by. such a sacrifice of national chalac«

“ter. : But: before 1. pxooeed to c0n51der its Value, '

and to:lexplain the;. pernicious - effects of these

, new ‘measures {0 omselves, I shall close, thls
part of my subject Wlth some remarks on. the
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.probable conduct wlnch they ‘are hkely to ‘

produce in America. . R :
- 'The cmzens of . the Umted States are - cer--
talnly, as “the - author of .« War in DngUlSe

tells us, a sagacious. people, and perhaps, of'

all others the most: hkely tu dlscover their own’

inter est -and ‘not to be diverted by enthusmsm ‘

of ‘any sort florn steadlly pursuing it.. ‘But they »

~ carnot fail to see through the - fhmsy vell Wlnch A

we have thrown over our conduct ‘and to be sels
sible of the insult it adds to the serious 1nJur1es
lllﬂlCted on them, -

If the present were an 01d1n'try war which,
like former ones, might be ended by the traxsfer
of a sugar island .to. one side or the other, ‘the

WlSheS at least of a sound American pohtlclan '

Would certainly be against us. = The balance of

power by land interests him no far ther, than as.
it may ultimately affect the balance by sea: in
the latter he is deeply interested, and much of .
‘the merit of our just complamts agamst the

usurpatlons of France on-the Continent, must

be lost on- him, when the suffermgs of hlS own
o country convmce hlm, that the abuse of ab-a;
~ solute power ‘is inseparable ﬁom its exnstence.,
Duung a considerable perlod of the last and]
'present ‘war, -we have  indeed respected the |

uohts of those not concerned in 1t but the cona
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. duct even of France can furnish few stronger
proofs of a dlsxegard of them, and of more firis
volous _pretences by which they have been in-
vaded ‘than may be. found in our - conduct in |
180.), and still more in the recent measuresf

Wthh we have been con51de1mg

btlll however, - an_ American, | who. can
take a just view of.the state of Europe and,

the true interests of hxs country, ‘must - feel,

extremely reluctant to be forced 1nt0 a war

with us: He ‘must be aware, that the contest
is' really for our existence ; that the conquest of
this country, if not followed by that of hlS
own; must ; 1rretr1evably destroy that . bftlance,

- on which hls right to treat Wlth the natlons of

Europe, as Wlth equals, ‘must depend The
decrees of the Lords of the ocean may.be unjt ust
and oppresswe, but they 'ue still mﬂd When
contlasted Wlth the ‘mere sic volo Wthh Would
issue from the court of the umversal soverelgn of
both elements It must also occur to him. that

- the Very great naval pxeponderance of thls

country cannot. be lastm that it Would not
even be requlred if our emstence drd not depend

'upon it; .and that our sn:uatlon and dlSpObltlon

forbid the p0531b111ty of Eulopean acwlanmze-_

‘ment but that, on the contrary, t the 8y otem of

umvelsal dommlon, now contendcd for >y our

encmy, if once . ﬁxmly estabhshed has every ,
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prospect of per 1anency In such a War, thérea b
fore, Amerlca would be ﬁghtmg agaurstu hér’i :
most” demded 1nterest Cand ‘any. Sucedsst shier

| might obtain would, in proportlon to'iits *1mport~’. _

ance, by destroymg with'hér own harids the ram*
- part that protects her; accelel‘ate herown' rdin,
I bclteve these opmmns prevall Ver’y generaﬁy

Wlth “all thlnkma mén’in' Amerlca, alid al- ’

) though ‘the popular’ prejudlces of those Wwhé ‘do’

“not’ thlnk Wlnch in all countrles ‘are m faVour of‘ :
novelty and v1olence, may, through ‘our eu’ors, .
carry then‘ country Wlth spmt mto the wary’ 1t, ‘

will be a sub_]ect of deep and sincéte régret’ o

‘those vvho are’ capable of sober- reﬂectlon. A & bef-’ "

heve tlnt Amenca, by fair ‘afd’ proper treat-
ment, and by care on our parit to avoid all’ cause
of popular 1rr1tat10n, might have been induced
to consent to’ such sacrifices a8’ ‘our. Ebafety

rcally requlred The crooked pohcy of pleaﬂa.

mg;a right- ‘which’ ‘we' “had’ ‘not; mstcad of

nece551tv, has mduced them to Judge our Loms

duct by the former test where it has ‘béeri
fouhd Wa‘htmg, and to neglect the Tatter 'conisis
deratlon, to ‘which we ‘have’ never calIed thelr
at ':ntlon. Tt mlght not indeed- He easy to rhé,ke

them understand what urgent meané of defence :

6r of. annoyance could afisé’to s, by stoppmgf
thelr trade ih sugar and coﬁee, and stlll less tha.t’ ‘
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g mg at thelr e*{pense the senee]ess, and to them
msultmo chmour of our West Indla merchants,'.

to excl ude them ﬁom markets to Wthh we could }

‘not go omselves In _estimating the value to

us of ouch secnfices the Amenr-an, acqucunted
Wlth the commerce of his country, not only..
Would not discover, the. nece351ty Wthh }ustlﬁed: '

g the demand but must see the injury, even to our-
g gelves, that must result from consenting to it¥
Man y speculatrve opinions have la,tely been‘

pubhshcd on-the. character and dlspOS1t10ns of

- the, people of Amerxca, u pon which correspond—

ing predlctlons of thelr conduct have been_,

: founded by some they are con51de1 ed as hostlle . "

to - us, Whlle others tell us. of the conﬂictmgc_

‘efforts of an En@hsh and a ernch party. A

e51dence of some ye'us in that countxy; .

will perhap.a Justlfy me in hazardmg an opl-' .

mon on a subject not ummport’mt n our plesent
snuatlom LR " '

T thle the tenacxous dlsposxtlon of the Amencan Gowernment,
réspecting mantnmc rlghts, is uDjllSt])’ complamed of, they, who think
she” should make allowance for our partlculdl sxtuatmn, use . the

strongest arguments in favour of thdt ‘tenacity which they ¢ondemn. ‘

. The author of Wart in Disguise concludes, that neunals admit as I?wful L
. erel) vxo]atmn of their rights, which they do not resent, by war. ¢ The

L _neut\al powers | have all assented to the rule of the war of 1750 in
¢ point of principle, by submitting to its partial appllcanon 57 -and thn '
prenmble to the Orders in Council, denouncmv' the heavy penalty in-

cﬂrred by ¢ acquxescence of neutnals ina vm]atwn of their rights,”’

o shews suﬂicxently the necessxty of a punctnhous attennon to t“ﬂmg‘
, _mvnsmns. o _ , r

‘R V
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There arc undoubtedlv he Amenca many
people who entertain a deculcd pa1 tlahty for this

“countiy, and for a dosc, pohtlcal connectlon’
"Wlth if. 'Ih re are otl 1els oun the contxar s Wlth

equaHy dcmded antxp’xth]es %Gamst us. . Both‘

these classes are prmctpm}ly composed of natu-
v 'mhzed Emope’m ‘who are very ﬂumerous, ;'md B
""j‘arc the great pchtlcal agitators of the couﬁtrv
The cm:oratlons from LnOIand ar prmcipally :

owing to nece551ty or. dlscontent mseparable

g from an overﬂowmg populatlon 3 and those much" )
more numexous ﬁom Ireland, Whexe we have un-
fortunately not_ yct dlscoveled the secret of
making the great mass of the people love the’
Govemment under whlch they live, cm'ry w1t1i’
them thexr ha.tred Wthh bursts out into mcreas-’

ed vwlence from the absence of restxamt

‘But althouOh the opp051te opinions of these two .
classes ﬁll the public. newspapers with every spe«"
(‘u,s of extravagauce *, the real Amencans, Who{.

*, Complamts of the hcentxousneqs of the Ameucan press come' :

- with a very ill grace f\om this country, and it would " not be easy to.
reconcile the mdwn&uon explessed in “¢War in’ stgulse atthose c.falses -
- and. mcendlary paragraphs, by whxch Eangl md in spite of her cxtremey*
mdulgence, is insulted” in Amenca, p. 189 ;. with the mcneased indig- )
natlon with which; " speakmg of Bonapartc, p. 222, it is asked,-
‘¢ Had he not even. the audacity to remonstrate to His Maysty s Go- .
€ vemment, agamst the freedom of our newspapers, and to demand~,

¢¢ ' that our press should be restrained 7. ‘This contradiction sumuenﬂy

. ‘shews, with what a dxﬁ'erent temper, a count;y, like 3“ individual, lsi'.
* . the author or the o!qect of abuse, and I mugt confess that 1 can sceno -~
mjmy, but, on the contrary, much good that mlght have’ rcsultcd ﬁom. S

“a proper and consmuhonal a.ttcntwn te thxs wzdacwus remonsu ancc.

e N

_ -have neve1 been out of their own country, taLe ’
"ihttlc part in them, and their » views of pohcy are

generally O*ovemed by the]r oplmons of its. true
'mtexest, w1thout carmo‘ otherwme ‘much ab011t_"
what is passmg an Eux’opc.i If there be any:_
- ‘blas, it is probably in our. f'wour the sympathy_:
' ,n'iturally arising from hnou'wc mdnners, 'md a

common e\tractlon, is shewn m a demded pre-,
ference to us as. m(hvxdua]s, vf‘ Dans toute la
< partle de l’Ameuque que j'ai pctrcourue ’ says

_Mons Talleyrand,  je n’ai pas trouvé un seul

““Anglals qui ne se. txouvat Amerlcam, P'LS un.

4 seul Tmncals qul ne se tx ouvit etranger.’v’ rlhe
stud y of the same authors, the éxistence of the

same laws, msures a gener al respeet»and reg rd _

for thlS country, 1nseparab1e from similar feelmo*s‘

towalds themselves 3. and pe1 haps these c1rcum-‘
stances mloht have been 1mproved for pohtlml_ ,
purposes, if we had not, since the exmtence of

~the mdependent Government ot Amerlca, ,trea,t-

ed it Wlth a studled and ' repuonai t /zauz‘eur. A

We h'we, upon the whole, every re ason to ex—f
pect that the pol1t1c'tl condu.ct of Amerwa on
this occa51on wﬂl be: purely Amerlcan, and it
is to be fcared perhaps, that in resentuw the m{-.f

‘]unes wlnch she has sustamed her respeot “for
“the power of tth country Wlll rather lead herf

to undermlue ouri danoers in. the contest in
Wthh we are enoaged It is not surpnsmo that“f‘
' ' R2 i
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no hwh oplmon of the },owcr of France shOuld

be entertamed ina country where her ﬂag is sel-
‘ dom seen, | but in the humlhatmg stat~ of ﬂymg
, 'for shelter from an mfcrtor enemy '

“To the numbers whlch may go avamst us’

,'j from pohcy, many nny Certctmlv be added from‘
:vresentment for personftl suﬁ’ermff " espeually in:
" the sea»ports, Tt would probabl y be no exagge-

atlon to say, that upwardb of three-fourths of

' aH the merch'tntq seamen, &c. engaged in com-’
muce or’ navwatlon in Amerlca, hate, at- bome
time or other suf‘feled from %cts of om crmzers,

thch to- them lnve appeared unjuct Cand’
'Wthh ﬁequently must have ' been " so. The
Lnfrlendlv chsposmon of American captam

seamen, &c. therefore, though by no means -
,'umvelsftl is easﬂy accounted for.” People of

tlnt debcrlptlon are not likely to understand the

d'morer to be apprehended ﬁom drst'mt conse~5 -
quences, thch, inall l‘epuhhcan governmen{o, i
are. doomed to gwo Way to more 1mmediate im-

pressxons “and senswtlons 5 _they read, it is true,

of the power of I*mnce, but thej feel evcry‘-" 3

day th’tt of Br Lt'un

Among those Amerlcans Who ale really dlS~
‘ posed to study the mtu‘est of theu country;: d]f

ferent opm10n=‘ have prevalled of the Value of

"forewn commerce. | fhe people of New Eno*"'
land and of the North, ale oenerally desnous of

Caro]ma, for the year. 1805, will shew this consequence more clearly

o of domestac ]noduce., " Of foreign prod,
Vlassaehusetts cxpoxted £1,280,000 = - - . - rff.‘ﬁSgOégoO?)i)g
Virginia * o CaniE 13112,000 - < - - o 148,000
North Carolina -~ 1,2000 ey

IQ5
glvmo* the gre ategt pos51ble extent to it Whﬂ&)q
those of. the oouth and VV est are 111 favour of an’

opinion, that it is only Valuable in as far as it
assists am‘lcultul'e, by cxchzmgmo the superﬂw'

ous produce of the farmer for those’ of forelgn,

countme ; and ﬂl'tt the lfu ge fortunes. accumu-f

- Iated in the commercml towns by merchants'

enwafred in indirect foremn trade arc rathcr‘ an

~injary: th'tn a benefit to the’ country The state of

Vlrglma in particular, has acted syqtematlcally:

~upon this opinion, ‘and the Legislature, by refus-.
 ing. to clnrter ban $S and other commercxal esta—

blishments, has, ‘without any. avowal of a pOblth&.
s_ystem, given every | dxscouragement to - com-.

: ’mex ce; and the: conaequenCc has been, that the
“trade of that state, and North Carohn't, 1 pringi-,

pally Conﬁned to the exportof theirown produce*
One of- the p1mc1pal supporters of this sys-

tem is Mr. Randolph ‘whose’ speech in Conwressj
has been eagerly cn‘culated 10 this’ country with

very mlstaken ideas of his views and opmlonq,

‘which. are in general unfrlendiy to us, or rather
Cto that predllec’uon for commerce Wthh he con- =
ﬂuders to be n a rrrea,t degree owmg to ‘the con-

* The fo]lowmv statement of the value of the exports of forexgn an
domeshc produce from the States of Massachusetts, erglma and Noriif

Z_;BOQ]”‘H
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mctxon and mtexcourse w1th us.” The px‘incip”iee
of thm : 0fe1r1tlemzun and his followels, who are
- numerous and lespectable, are, that encour age-
‘“ment should alone be given to the trade in the

productwns of their own soil, and that no other

5C0mmerce should ‘be mamt‘uned against: any
: foreign power at the: 11sk of war. '11113, l1ke all

"otherv systems, is by many ‘carried to an’ absurd :
 extreme. We should probably judge it un-
\;falrly by any Euxopean standard; but it could\
‘not befound wanting in plaumblhty, at least by

those Who are - aequ'unted with the snnple cha- -
~ racter of the political: mstltutlons of Amerlca, .
k'and who must- be “aware how ‘mach’ the pre-
kservatlen of that chalacter of perfect eqna]xty :
must depend ‘on ‘an equality of fmtune%, thc,hb

commerce has a “direct tendency to destloy
- We ate told ‘that this difference of opml(m

Between What is called ‘the Agrlcultmal andy,
Commexcml interests in’ Ameuca, W111 a,lways
| prevent her from engaomc n’ any war with that

anammlty necessaly to 1ender it ‘successful.

“This must, of course, ‘be a" very specu]atlve“
- questlon. 1 amy on-. ‘the contxary, dlsposed to

entertain a “high opinion ¢ of the pubhc spnlt of S

' Amerlc't, and to expect the vxoorous co- opela-‘

- gion of eveiy p'ut of the. umon in any f01e15n |
 yar, When once under taken, the qu'nrels of - pe-_ o

“,}Atlcal partxes in Congtess can Wlth as’ lrttle Jus- .
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tice be rehed upon, as. mdleahons of the cons
’ tral y, ‘as our own party dlsputes would Justlfy
‘ 'my ‘inference unfavomable to our umversal res

mstance against exterqal enemles o
I see no beneﬁt that G’I‘GRL Butam could derwe

from the dlssolutlon of the pr esent I‘ederal Go~ ‘

‘vernnient in- Amemca, but on the contr ary, ev ery

reason to thmk thiat no other state of that coun<
tiy. Would be equally favourable to us. The con« S

A st:tutlen of the United States insures to the |
world a general adherence to a system of peace- |

for althouﬂh it mlght be found sufficient for. de«

fenswe war, it is evidently not calculated for the

support of large naval and. mllxtary esta.bhsh.«

~ments; which views of ambition would reqmre. A
‘Any dmsmn of the countries would also producea
a partial compresswn of the populatlon n partx« ‘

eular dlstrlcts, Wthh, bemov now spre‘xd OVer aix

mxmense extent, must lon0~ m'tke it their inter+" .
est to import their manufactures from Europe.
Expectatlons, therefore, of a dlssolutlon of the |

‘ union by war, are founded as htt]e in. probablhty’

as in sound pohcy But if any reliance is placed

- byour Government on the dissentions in that coun~ -,
' try, the most. eﬁ'ectual step has certamly been taken
to prevent them; and the American patrxot Wﬂl

| plobably see w1th pleasure, that if he must have
war the prov 0('9.1:1011 isofa nature to: umte EVery.

e
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.pi'eJudlce, and every real mterest of lns COuhtl}/s

By attemptmo* to conﬁne the European trade of

Ameuca, to Great Bntam, and by the. avowal of

an mten‘mon to.tax that trade on its passwc to the
eontment ‘we are returnmg to those princi ples to

“,Whlch, ] even ‘as a COlonyj she would not subé’
mit.  Itis 1mmatern1 ~whether it be a mx on ;
stamps or on cotton: this . question. has. al- Cl
, 'reaoy been the ‘Sllee(,t of a long and bloody -
‘ Wm, and it can hardly be supposed that Amemca .
: Wlﬂ now submn: to a direct attack on her sove-
'relgn and mdependent rmhts, T REIITE A :
I‘or the quesuon of ‘our rwh‘c to search mer«,
Chant slnps for our seamen, provuled a: proper, R
apology were made for the attack on their.ship.
of war, T beheve few Amerlcans would be dlsé,, B

posed to go to war.

‘Even the 1ssert10n of the rule of 1756, 1f 1t_
had been brought - forw ard ear]y in- the war,: be~4

fore America - had ﬁtted out ‘an 1mmense coms,
mercnl marine ; ¥ it.had been equally enforced

: /awamst other neutral powers, and if eﬂ'ectual-.
means had ‘been dev1sed to. sec ure frOm molest—;
- || ation their accustomed peace tlade Would ha,ve‘_ EE
Ieft a very large portlon of the Amencan people

averse to war. :

- But the vxgorous fmmers of our - Olders m;
, Councxl ’ dlsdammg the beneﬁts Wthh mlght,;__-f '

e A

L _199’

be derwed from chsunmn g then‘ enemy, h'we by

) _devoting to the same mdxscrunmate destluc’tmn

- the mterest of the fwrmer of the merclnnt and

of evexy descrlptxon of pcrsons,\ t'xken eFectuaI

. care to prevult that dxscunlon, whxch then a.dvo-:
cates affect to expect. - P S

The Amerlcans, mterested in the commecce

in for eign ploductlons will see it destroyed by

measures, Wthh equally dcpmve tl e agrlculturer

of a mavket f01 his produce.. That the permis-|

sion 01ven by ws to re-export it from our great

“ empormm to the Comment of Eufope, muat ‘be

- Bugatory, and  that ¢ ‘acquiescence on the part of

Ameuca, in the usurpatlons of this coun'cr 7, must

produce war with France, are c1rcumstfmoes of

“which httle doubt could be entertained, before.

we were told so by the Paris newspapers. Great,

-therefore, as is our naval i power, the produce of

America will, perhaps, find a foreign market, as

. ,
asily in opposmon to our Walfare, as thlough 5

the: means that mlcrht be expected ﬁom peace

: ‘“Pon the terms we offer e R

\V'n then, there is every reason to app‘rehend

| must be the: mfalhble consequence of these : mea-

. sures; 'md perh‘tps of all the foolish and 1mpoh~ |
tic wans recorded in. hlatOl’ s not onc could be ‘k
“ found to eq’u'tl thlb, nor any 1 two natloﬂs whose
mamfest pohcy more decxdedly pomted to a sys--
~ tem of peace and crood understandmw ~It would:

gl B
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be a dliﬁcult task to’ demde upon the various

3 ;estrmates which- have been formed of the.com-
: paratwe dlmdvantages to Great Britain and
'Ameuca ‘but so far is ccrt'un, that it. must bea

- great and unquahﬁed injury to both, and a most

decrded and. perm'ment benefit to our great ene-

my; who, forming ‘an oplmon Wldely dlﬂ'ermg
'jfxom ours, of the consequences of the increasing.
‘Wealth and commerce of ‘America, feels almost -
as oreat an ‘interest in their destructxon, as in that
- of the commerce of any county of England ; nor
"can he fail to feel 'a malicious, satlofaotlon in
" seemg thls Work of self-destructxon performed
"thh our own hands * e R

- The compr ehemwe nature of the le uly thh

. Amerxca must suffer from our system, by leaving

no Class of it populatlon unaffected by 1t, affords
little hope of the mterferenoe of any for the pre-

o servatxon of peace. : The great mterest thh a

* The opm[ons of I‘rance on this sub;ect may be conectly ascer=
1amed by a perusal of the Memoire sur les Relaltons Commerczales des

' Etats:unis avec I drglelerre, by Mons. Talleyrand, ‘read at the I\a~ :
txoual Institate in 1706: ; The -whole of this’ memoire is highly in-
terestmg at the present moment not only from the lmportan_t situation "
of . the author, whose mtenuons at the txme cof pubhcauon could be

Ilable to D0 ‘suspicion, but. from x(s general menf. * Those; who' are

' acquamted with America will not fail to recognize in ﬂus small pubh.. :
: cauon, a more correct and profound knowledge of that country, and
: ts T cominermal relatwns, than - jn all - the Volunies: of -thenumeérous .

travellers, who ha\e descnbed it. It should make us more. than com~ -

o momyleautlous in our treatment of Amerma, when’ we reﬂect how much
& our :dversary is at homc Wlth this sulgect. : : St
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t§o‘untry, still, possessmg the ‘means of 1ndepen~ |

dence, should. feel in the preservatlon of ours,
will be lost in the more immediate and perceptr-

ble consequences of our own folly and 1nJthrce. o

It is, however, to be hoped that an interest
and a pohcy so obvious to Amerlca, will not be

lost sight of by true friends to their countr ys> and
_that, .on our: part, by an early dlscove1 'y of our
~ errors, Wthh it can take but a'shiort time to. make, '
- both countries ‘may a'yam return to. that union

and good undervtandmg Whlch, aIthough I fear

T beyond immediate recovery, may by temper and '

moderation be her eafter restored

T HE cn'cumstances, whlch have been ex~
amined in detail, will, 1 hope, s'xtlsfy the reader,
that the - system of. hostlhty, recommended and

practised towards the commerce of Amerlca, and

which has, at ]ast been carrled by the Orders of

; Councnl to such an extreme, as to bung us to the

eve of war, cannot be jusuﬁed by any pretended

dlsposmon on the part of “that country to. in-
“,'oroaoh on our Just rights, or to undermme our
: power at this  Very ¢ critical perlod Had 2 doubt
‘»remamed on this pOmt it Would mdeed have

been 1dle to have entered mto any ' estrmate of
commercml consequences 3 not on}V becau..e/ the
' . §.2 BANERT )
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and \undaunted Character of « onr counfry s

kth'e‘ most precxous ‘treasure Whlch ‘we have. te
" =preserve, and the best guardian. of our s%fety,
Bt because, submlssmn from such motlves Wou}d ]
"haVe tempted a rcpetltlon of pletensmn that
' -'must have enocd at Last m the wa» wh1ch We
. Wéntedto avord‘ SR T e e L :

It must on the contraly, be eVIdent ﬂom the

whole ten01 of our- ploceedm gs, that ‘commercial

dnterest h’ms ‘been our moving plmmple through-

out that eve1 y demonstration of the slightest
hestlhty on the other side has ongmated in owr.
fattempts to advance that interest, by violating”
 the rlghts and interests of others F and that 1f we
a are ‘at last called upon to take up arms, it is omr
“oitr palt a quarrel about sugar and cotfee, and notA

“in‘support of natlon'zl honom. :

~Tshall now, tl}erefme, examme the eorreetr,

ness of our‘caleula‘mon on ' this oc0‘1510n as’ mer-

g chants, Wthh Wlll be best done by supposmor in
‘“the: ﬁrst msmnee, tlnt our. measux es do not pro- »
o ﬁuce War mth Amcuca, but tlnt they hcwe, on
;the contpary, the consent and LO-‘Opel'ttIOII of
| ' “that eountry Ishall 'Lfterwa,rds shortly allude to
‘K\the niore obvmus eonsequenees of astate of- actu—‘
: hva*r i but it is lmportant mst to shew, that,k
eveﬁ under the mOst fwomable cwcumstanees,'
Lournew system must be emmently ‘mischievous:
: I-t:ha_s been - ‘]Llstly observed by many - authors

133.

‘::asfa smdular cxrcumstance, tha.t the conduc‘o of o
most statesmen who,: unfoxtunately for. our. .com-
' ;meree, lnvemade it their peeulnr care, has been =
'~gsd1rect1y opposed to the genemlly I'GCCIVGd 1x~."
-ioms of pohueal economy y and that althouo“h :
.vexery writer would. in - ourdays deptecate the o
--mtelfermg regulatlons of  bounties and monopo— :
- lies; and the busy. mcddhncr of those, who think =
rthey can settle a1txﬁenl]y the nnny complicaf-
ed Ielatlons between the mdusmous classes of -
a state ; yet such. has been the temptanon to
ctry some favourite - expenment and sueh is thej_
“opinion of their cwn abilities, which people are
naturally - dlsposed to entertain, that ‘a justi-
fication ' is easily found  in their own - mmds forl
» \that deviation from. sound and . estdbhshed max- :
~ims, which i in others they: Would be the first-to
Adllsapprove. The only:beneﬁ_e}_@}‘;eare a Govern-
‘ment can take of commerce, is to afford it general
protection in time of ‘war, to remove by treaties

the restrictions of foreign Governments in time of'

peace, and.cautiously to" abstain from any, how=
"-ever plausible, of their own creating. - If every -
‘law of regulation, either of our internal or. exter-
‘nal trade were repealed, Wlth the e*;eeptlon o{’
"f}those necessary for the collection of revenue;- it :
’;;"would be an undoubted : beneﬁt to commeree; as
g Well as 1:0 the commumty at. laroer An 'Wowed ’

S
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. svstcm of Ieavwg things- to take thexr owh cotifse,
‘and of not hstemng to the mterested solicitations
~ of ome: class ‘or another for relief, whenever the

1mprudence of speculatlon has occasioned Iosses,
‘Would sooner than any artificial remeey, re-pro-
“duce’ that. equ111b1 ium - of demand and suppl Yo
which the ardor of gain will frequently derange;
»but whlch the same cause; When left. a,lone, W1ll

as. mfalhbly restore.

. The interference of the poht]cal revlllator in

 these cases, is not only a certain injury to other .
‘classes of the commumty, but generally soto that

‘m whose favour - it 1is exermsed If too. much

: sugar be manufactured inJ amalca, or too much

'cotton mn. Manchester, the loss. of those concern-

ed will. sqon ‘correct the ‘mischief ; but if forced
:me'ms are devised 1o prov1de for the former a
: ‘temporary increase, of. demand W thh cannot be
o permanently secured a rccurrence to that natu—
~ral state of fair proﬁt which is ost to be desrred
) ‘,by the planter, is ar tlﬁmally prevented by the
very, mea,ns mtended for his relief. - JAnd if the
; :cotton manuchturer, on. the other hand, is to :
}'jh'we his xmprudences reheved at. the expense
‘of those cmployed on linen, . silk, .wool, or, other:
;'max,torlals, the 1n_]ustlce as. well as. 1mpohcy of

5

are those of ‘eveiy writer:on- political economyy -

They - have the- assent of all: Who talk -on- the

subject ; “and it 'would  have : been- useless to

repeat- them, but that they: are in dxrect oppo-
sition to the ‘general conduct of our Government;’

and -are, more 1mmed1atel y and extenswely than
~ ever, v1ohted by the new system We are consis

dermg Whenever-the assistance of Government
is called for by any. class of traders or: manufac—
turers, it is usual to make’ the most splendld dis-.

play ofthe 1mpoatance of that partwular branch |

to the ‘nation - at -large. The West and’ E'tst

_Indm ‘interests, - the - shlp owners, the manufac~ i

turers, the Ame1 xcan merch'\,nts, have all: the

‘means of mwkmg these: brﬂuant 1epre<entatxons~ :
but it should be recolleoted that the interest of ‘
the state ‘consists in “the prospenty of the whole, -

 that:it i$ contrary to sound policy to advance ohe
beyond its natural meais, and stillmore to do so'at -

- the expense’ of the others; and the- only mode oE .

asceltammg thie’ natuml lumts of eachiis;’ ‘tor le'we,

them all alone. Our West Indla p]anters 'unply .
us Wlth théirpr oduce to the full extent of our W’tnts; e
~ but, say. they, << if you will: go to war with the

¢ Americans, who are the pmnmp’xl consumers of. 1
e your domestlc manufactures, and fu.msl /
o the raw matenals for them; s we shall 1alse s :

R and coﬁ"ee for. the whole: Contmeut of Eifope,
s and we will prove to you ﬁom the r.)ustc:vn;x-hous«w ‘

TN L e kg i e M A

R - =




136
Ay 'wholly, in the persevermcr represent'rtlons of the '

. '“ re‘rums, that the benefit to be de1 1ved from” the
S e mcrease of our plant ations' Wll] more thfzn com—
o« pensate any loss the mterrupnon of your inter-: R Ject but as: there are stlll advooates (m "

‘“ course with America can'produce.” Supposm«r B | ' at least), for measurmg out ina; p_,_y y
" the’ plauters ‘could prove their position, in- whlch, '
f‘however, ‘they are totally mlstaken, would it
fh thence follow, that it would be for! the interest: , o ‘
‘ o of the state, to increase toan’ enonnous extent the R | N ground Of apparent mterest Wthh 1S eveu‘as ‘: :
Moo » manuf‘roture of . sutrar by slaves in the West In~ | ; ‘smgularly adverse to. the preseit; measures frs the N o *‘
- dles, at the expense ‘of those carried: on by our own DR | 1ore comprehenswe 'md hber al con51derat10ns o ‘

of policy. - .
e mtellagible

. people, on the produce prrncxpally of our: owir’
fsoﬂ? The necessrty ‘which the planters Would in
thls mst'mee ‘be’ under to have recourse -to - the

Thisi mquu‘y Wlll be rendered mor ] _
: by mtroducmg here an exp;anatron of the natur '

i
_ mterference of power‘ Would ~without further’ !
‘. : exwmmatlon, su{ﬁorently prove, that they are | ‘ :

' Lhemselves as much decelved as we should be in'
A ,hstemnw to them.r.u,; L e
'Ihe eﬁ'ect of power must necessarrly be tem— '
| -porarv We cannot contmue cternully at war \ ; ,

eI T e

A

0o ’(Vlth LXmenca, nor keep the produce of the fo—

- 1ergn eolomes for ever 1ocked up : The 1e—a.ctron
therefore, from'l -ﬂllb forced state of thmos, when o

‘the pressure of‘power 1s removed must mevrmbly

’produce that general dlstress Wthh they, who

~ derange - by p01sonous nostrums ' the - he'rlthful
"state ot the - general economy of - a natlon,
 must both expect and deserve.) i o
it were not an undoubted fact, that our pre- R
, '--sent measureb hq,ve ormmted prmcrpally, 1f not: |

P
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«pare 1t w1th former returns, the estlmate of thei_ :
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.nnportdtlons of. the produce and manufactulesfof
B _(;rvreat_ Butaln, at about ten mllhons sterhng,'
,Whlch agrees also W1t11 the calculatlons on this
- s'ido al 10ugh, from the mode of entr y ‘in botha' :
¢o ‘1‘1es, they are; hable to error.: DRI I

t becomes mtelestmcr to conmder What plo-

| .\:':The 'tmount of annual 1mportatlon
mto ‘the Umted States from alt. - 5 :
parts of the World Was L gé 165950 000_‘

RE
L b
i
L
i
s
4

_Of whlch, from the dommlons - =

L of Great Britain - - _--‘;];j
;POl‘tIOIl our tlade w1th Amemca bears ta! that of .‘ Holland France, Sp’tm, and i ; i
,other countues, tlnt we mayform some 1dea of the‘ Ita] vy ;;‘ SRR 5 7 3 1 000 '

;beneﬁts to be derlved from'the est'tbhshment of
k 'mdependent colomes, and fr om the neutral St’tte o
- of those’ colomes, ilf they ‘may stlll be called 505
in tlmes of war. - As_ there is a dﬁposmon to
: !‘ﬂ_value hlo‘hly the commermal beneﬁts of our erie-~"
» mles, and to: con51der them as losses to our-ﬂ ‘,
. selves, I shall also endeavour to shew What they
' y;are when compared with our own. ‘Suchi an esti-
- thate Wﬂl give a general: mmght into the wholej ‘
':Sub,]ect ‘and’ I am able to give it correctly from:
‘-'fai’vél‘y‘“iear report made to Congress  in 1806, |
i {;io?dsly tofthe passing of the Non~Importatlonj
Cet, F7This return is of the average'of the three’
. 802 1803 ‘and 1804, The Whole scale
: fof mpoxts 4ud exp01ts have ‘since ‘increased,
b 7 buttheredsi no: reason to suppose the proportmn&f‘
g 'ha,ve v.:u'led The figures:I'shall. ‘state in; 1ound
. slfms, ‘and i Enghsh m0ney, takmg th,e dollarbj
'~aft s Gdy i)

/ Northern Powers, PruQSIa, and . )
Gexmany - e .. -k l 596 000,74
Portugal - - EIRE - 249,000;. s
_,Chma and other N_'atiﬂvef o B
A Powers of As1a —f}lj‘]g:} g

_'All othe1 Countnes

- :Incliding the,i1'.;reS}ijeetiVe4«'Coljohiés.'. ' '

it

that from all the countrles of Europe and their.
’ ‘colomes tocrether, mcludmg the sugar. and _co‘f
fee for their ownl consumpﬁo"“and for- ot
tlon, Wthh are almo>t exclusivejy furn
those colonles. R EE T

- consntuted about£9 000 OOO and came f'rom the S
o followmg countues. T e RS 1

gt RS i

S
TR o




Th‘e domlmons of Gleat Buta,m
Russm «-;-f;‘-',w" me e e va;480 000
| . 550,000

Holldnd R T SR R R ~;~'-‘ - —'405 000

RSP

.'"Of Whlch, m domestlc pxoduce
" lIn forelgn produce 1e-exp0rted

\

; 1 4_0

- ‘{_

Germany, vaeclell,and Denmark

& ‘, “

Flance Fo ;::;t‘;.%_'. -l : ’.. sl ...... 975 000
Sp%m, Pmtugal and It’tly et ano, 000

- Clnna R T Ik T 77525 OOO

- " R

Thus we . see, that noththstanduw Eulopean

13 manufactm ed -ar t1cles are admitted ﬁ om all coun-
trles at the same late of dutles, ;md althourrh thek
‘ ,balance of- trade isin. favoul of Amenca with the
',Contment and agamst her' with. . th1s countxy,

| yet th&t France does not furnish one twentyn‘
fourth pcut and all Europe collectxvely not one-
:'_)i_fourth part of the 'unount 1mported from thls
‘ f‘country | s

' ‘;The exports fxom AmBPlCd, kon an

avelage , of the ~same years,

amounted to  - TR AR £15 400 OO(;) -

L ——

9,000,000

ERII

46845000 o

To the dommlons of Great Bmtam £ 5, 200 000
‘ VlZ In Europe - _- £3, 525 000'_; bl s

e : }%'195000,0()0‘ To the domlmons of "LH the other

RE0 S

~The y were- distributed in the: following :mati-

R T N T e AU S S S

~ Asia - - - - 29,000 rf-_
The West Indxes 1 458 000 o
- North Amerlca - 188,000

European Powers IR UL L P 10 200 000

. "7~-~ - - -

SEEE T e £154ooooo

N e .———'——-"——-"

The balance, whlch this statement would Ieave

% agamst Amerlca, must arise. from the mode of E

~_stating -the -accounts.’ Probably it is inichei fa-
>’v0ur, but not much, as her demand for’Eufropexin o

~ Tartlcles will naturally be reovulated loyl h.enfmeans -

| .ofpaylng for them. . i,

. The. f01e1gn produce re-expmted amountmg P

“to £ 6, 400 000 cons1sted of the followmcr 'u-.,, ‘
ftlcles, viz.

Manufa,ctured Goods 'c{j Q 900 000'3, B
Coffee - = =~ - - 1,695,000

" Sugar: - 11,300,000 7 7.
"-'All other ax tlcles ~'i‘ff:-, l 200,0(50;{-

 —

_. e

T :5 £'69400;000;;-';..1;=:;'

L A i
. i
Sy s

..—-—'- y
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The chlef altlcle, therefme, of‘ reoexpmtatxon,

. and of 1nd1rect trade, is the manuf'actures of Eu- .

irope, three—fourths of whxch, 1thas been shwen, are
from ’thls country, and thus find their. Way to dif-

N ferent pa.x ts of the Woxld to. \’Vthh we llave no-

s access.

hFrom Gleht Bmtam and hér- depen- - ; " o
dencxes Wé have Seen, th'tt Ame- RETRATSEANE E

“tica 1mp01ts the’ value of wa -;;é’ 8 093 OOO s
-5, 200 ooo -

5 5

“That she exPorts to them ‘;-1 -

ﬁ"Leavmg a balance i ‘our favour of £2,8)3,ooo

"?Whlch mitst be :

pald to s by the contment of _
‘Europe from ‘the proceeds of con51gnme11ts from
'Amenca to: Holland France, bpam, Italy, &e.
and wlhich we kiiow to heé the case by the large B
bremlttances 1ece1ved ﬁom ‘thiose “countries for
“Aericars acco‘unt ~If America werg” excluded
from -all-comnmunication’ with “fhe continent’ of |
Europe; slie would not have the means'of paying =~
this_stirplus, but wodld be forecd to confine her
demand-for our articles-to what our consumptlonff

.‘,of herowi Would énable her to pay for:

Tlns balance of debt t‘o ﬁs, Wl’nch Améﬁcaf

thhfls _alCulatgd on the avemoe of three T

B

which .our 1mportatlon of -provisions: _was unusi-; |

B vally large; 80 that, ‘upon the ‘whole, it Would pro-,
. gbably be no exaggeratlon to say; that we should: |
~ draw from the contment of Europe between four |-

s M&ctures sent to Amerlca, and for Whlch

~ value the latter it may be well to pomt out fo:

.klé?z

' years, endmg n 1804 must now be,estxmatedf‘” »

much h:gher. . In the ﬁx st p]ace, our.exports dre; "
“ cons1de1 ably mcreased and for the sale of a; great-:;

portlon of the art1c1es 1mponted from thence wey’
1e]y on forexgn marlxets, which we. ale no longer%‘i
able to. plocure --Upwards of one . half of gthei
tobacco we import is- re—exported as must neo-"

Cessar 1ly be nearly all the artlcles not the. gn owthi]
of Amerxca which ‘cannot be i

consumptlon.. It should also__e ~observed tha,t
the ‘three yea,rs above-mentloned mcluded one.of |
extraordmary scarcxty in . th]s countly, durmg

and five mllhons sterhng annual]y, in return for: =f':

_Qat countxv has no. other means of, pavment o
In- compaung the relatlve advantaoes of ours;ﬁ;

Amemcan with our West Ind1an commerce,

although T am by no means mclmed to:under~

those Who mcty be dlsposed to make nice, though ::*‘-;

=y not alwa S correct dlstmctlons, that i m the manu—- S

factures exported to Amcrlca there is a much"

o gr ea,ter va]ue mlabour and lese of mateua,ls,‘than k)
‘ ,m the s'tme amount sentft 'theWest Indies: . In s

L Qne country, We prmcxpa]ly prov1de for the lux i

L e T o

ed for hom& o

_—

s AR T
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, ”rles of the wealthy, m the other' thc coarsc?.
. clotliing’ and’ umplements of s]aves.
,f‘_,the other‘h:md we' compare the retums we' .
_freeelve, We shaH ﬁnd that the 1We'st Indres fur e

‘msh us Wlth luxunes thh, when W’LSth Iea.vef
;,no permanent wealth behind ; but that Amerlca‘

* sends us first money, whlch gwes ‘us the power of

commandmg with' it~ What we- ple'tse, and se-
Qcondly, articles. esbentlal to those manufactures,’
__i'for whlch she i is'so crood a customer The follow-‘
 ingisa statement of the quan‘uty of cotton 1m—:
- po‘rted mto the p01 ts of London, leerpoo] and
B Glasgow, fxom different’ parte ‘of the world for
~ the’ Jast” year, endmg the 315t of Deeembel,

‘f1807,< » e s

From the Umted States of Amex 1ca 1'7 1 967 ;_' ;

The British West Indies - = = 2, 959_; |

The Colomes conqueled ‘from. thef"

Dutch - ol
Portuoal - 2ete 2. 18,981
“Rast Inthésr- N T S TAE LI 11 409

]

A B
'
'

All other parts

Bao s 08 667

()f the W hole annua] 1mportat10n, therefore, o
Amerrca has furnnshed -about - ﬁve—elghths. "The"
avexa(re nnpoxtatlon 1nto Great Butam of the:

If on;' '

Bags. E A

.,,v,,,_-j}43651"
8 390}.4']]‘”

4 mexe general}
,warm ohmftteh 5 the mcrewsed cultrvatlon in the

us

ﬁest ten ye'trs, has heen only 219,000 bags, and
@ t*hat of the present year certamly exceeds our -
consumptlon, she may be sald to’ eupply us Wl‘[h“ |
“three-fourths of the latter.
~“farnished by the Brazils, are only equal to 6,958
' : fxom Ame1 ica; - the bags of the former. Welohlng,j~ :
~on_ an: avelawe, “only 110{bs., ~and the latter.
300 {bs. It is' said, that 'rhout 146,000 bags: were:
'mnually unported frOm the ‘Brazils into Portu-
- gal; but 1f they Werc now - all sent here, they:. o
o 'Would by the same propomon, only amount. to
51,330 bags of 800!()3 " and cousequently ot to.
"l:one—thlrd of 'the - quantrty recetved from : Ame-“;
rica. Thele certmnly can in no event be any_k

apprehenelon of want of eotton\, no artlcle 18

]

;or"mOre easrly produ(‘ed in “alk

Umted States ploves tlnt it ean be aﬁ'orded thexe

" at the cheapest rate; and we Cfmnot procure it

' 'j’Vlth more 'rdvmt'me than fr om acountly whmh N
. takes the same. artlcle back in a manufactured‘

state,’ probably to the full V’Ihle of" the raw. ma—

t\,rm] which - she fmmshes

~ The other pnnmpfd articles Whlch we receive

: ‘ﬁ om the Umted States -are, tobacco, wheat and
V_"ﬂom nce, pot and peculrashes, .boalds, tlmbu, .
o &e. pltch and tar, flax-seed, hides,: &ec. 5oally
with the exceptxon of: tobacco, necessar y f01 our
v‘food or for our manufactulcs, and some of them

‘The 18,081 bags,
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‘ partlcuiar]y 50 durmo our mlsundexstanduw
© with- Russm, and of Whleh the supply ﬁ om Ame-
- rica might be extensively i increased. -
CItis impossible to conceive, upon the whole, :
commercml intercourse more inter estmg and ims=
‘ pormnt in every pomt of - vnevv, or less deservmw
of being sacrificed: to any other,at the same
trme th’tt it lns the ‘advantage not only of no&
_injuring any other branch, when properly under
stood but of contributing materially to the pro-.
spemty of: all - The extent of the demand. of
America for our manufactul es hasno other hmltb
“than her meéans’ of paymo f01 them, 'md as
- those means are- mmwsmg, and must continue
“to- 11’101’6‘156 yearly, -that state "of Gladual and
steady progression, so desirable for evely ‘part
of the industr'y of ‘a country, is. 1ntmal]y pro-
- duced.- If the accumulation of wealth from the
- advantages of a state of neutl rality,  daring the
- presentwar, hwe produced a sudden 1ncreased de-
mand beyond what may '_pelm'mently be erect«
ed, 1t is. precisely at a period when it is rendeled
: morc necessary to us by the loss of our txade
W]th other countries. . S
" But it may be said, th’tt although the V'm]ue‘
Df the dlrect trade W1’Lh America be %dmltted 3
- we derwe 00 beneﬁt from tlnt eqrned on’ by her
Wwith other p’xrts of the world. - In the ﬁrst plaee,y
We haVe seen that our manufactures fmm a prxn~ |

Ny

,Portlwal and other pm*ts of Europe

mpal 'utu:le of her trade wnth other oountues, 77"

Wh]Ch an undlsturbed 1ntercourse Wlth them en-
wbles her to 1ntroduee We h'we 'dso seen tIlat as

our consumptwn of her paoduce does not much., b s

e*:ceed one lnlf of her demand. fo& ,ours, she has ~
no poss1ble means of contmmno that dem”md but
by edrnlng the money to pay us ﬁ om the dorm- |
nions of our enemles. No country can arr y
on W1th anothex a tr ade, of Wlnch the ba,}'mce lb

' very unfavourable, without compenmtmw 1tself by

a fcwourable bala,nceﬁom oLhex branchcs of 1ts fo—
1‘010"1'1 intercourse. In thls manner Amerlca is. cn-.

~abled by her tmde VVlth forelgn Eulope to carry

on tha,t with us on terms 50 dlsadvanta eots, and
we, on the other hand, by our fz woumble bf—da,nee

‘with Amemca, are enabled to meet the very un=

favourabk one of our 1ntercourse Wlth Rusma,
A mi-
nute etammatlon of this SlleeCt Whloh iny li--
mits will not pexmlt would nnke it more clear,

;'md we should see what -an 1mpor ant ﬁgm‘e the

fwourable balan(,e Wlth Ameuea nn kes, in theg
oenel al scale of our forei mn commerm. .
In speaking of the balane(, of trade, asubJect

of so much abuse and fdlﬂse Lheory I need hardly ‘
,dlsclaxm any msh to mtex fere for its suppmt or

refrulatlon‘ I‘ am’ not e‘:plaxnmv the- 'Ldvan- ~
taoes of Amencwn commexce, for. the purpose

_ of recommendmw its foreed extens[on, whlch

ve

i
1

Lot
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I should be the first to dcprecate vand, 1f( L hwe,
followed: the e‘iample of others: mxmakmg a d1s- ‘
‘play of the advantages which- we derive. from it
it -is solely for defenswe and not for offenswe -

purposes., [T

. iThe genclal mtexest Wlnch wes have in the o
1néxeased wealth of the people of Amemca, may

."%e ‘enumerated among the beneﬁts deuved by

us- from,her mdnect commerce., Most artxcles
supplled by us are luxuues, the consumptxon of
which: depends very much on. the wealth of ‘the
:countly ~The: poorer classes of faxmers ther '

make theirown clothmfr from the coarse Woollen,
~ stuffs of domestlc manufacture but tl}e dress of

the’ more. opulent‘*‘- and the furmture of. thcu' ‘
_:houses, ‘which vai Y of course acccrdmg to them '

meas, are almost e*{cluslvely from this country.;

We derwe, thelefore, a dnect advantage from
-that o*enelal prospemty, WlllCh every conmdel'

.ation of polxcy, as well as- every hberal feelm
«;—-should induge 1 us to see with S'll?le:lCthIl. i

*“I:smmates of the relative beneﬁts to countnes,,

from their mutual inter ¢ourse, are genemlly more:

sspecions than just: - Ours with- America, is..cer-

' qt;mnly lnghlv Valuable to: hel,, Tt is for her in-

3 &)uy tlle‘

;uef her smlu

in-return’ (rwe the. best phce for the ploduce
5 f any dxstmctmn can~be made, rt:

4

ot:4o. evcourage manufmctmes, but to.
'Om those who can scll them cheapest '

K
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st arlse ﬁ'ern an’ artxﬁmal and ~not v d tas
turals stmte rof: thmgs' and ‘'weare certalnly,xm
’thls respect more | lnterested than any~'othexz
country in tlle ex15£ence of commerce ~because
our strength and means of defence are intimates
ly connected with its support It must bé lad-

,mlti“ed that - the Government of « America has -
always hai the good sense to :see: this: eub]eot 1’&"4 -
its. proper l1ght and to refrain’ from a pef;ty com- |
mercial warfare-of duties, the common 1es01t of
.those pohhcxans ‘who- havc more: cnnmnc than

.’sense., The . dnty on our: manufactnres, Whlcl‘z'

.18 the: same as upon those : of all other coun-
f,trxes, is lower than in almost “any part of Eu-
-rope, where they were formerly admitted.: 'The

_principal articles pay . only 12X per cent., while

‘upwards of 30 £ 30 per cent. isf charged in Russia,
and 49 i 40.1n Portu al. - With both these covntnes,

however, we have for -some time carrled on:a -

.commerce, of whlch the balance has ‘been
against us, and no just cause could *herefow be

aSSJgned for checkmg by high dutxes the con« i

;»snmptlon of our manufactures. -~
- It appears from- the pubhc papers, that by thef

,iempor'u y regulatlons of our intercourse with the
;,,Brazﬂs, thesehigh dutiesare to be contmuedtllerC, ‘
_ ’alz least for the present. Without lxnowmg moreof ‘
% tlnt country than we at present do, it is. 1pos-
sxble to determme whether the lmposmon of"- 40 '

¢

T T N
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pcr eent will meteua]ly aﬂ'ect the Consumptlon 5

but it our commercml treatles with Portud'd are

tobe held up,as they have been, tothe admuatlou‘
statesmen, we cannot fail to adrmt the liberal -

pohcy of Amen@a towards the prodiice of our,
1ndustry, when we conslder the Izuge balance
which ‘she ‘has annually to pay us, and our 11—
hberal Jealouqy of her intercourse with' other

countrles, from which alone that baldnce can. be\ »

demved

Althouoh the . probwble emancxpatlon ~of - the,
Bretzds from its colomal state, which the 1'emoval .
of the Court of Por tugal promlses, ‘has little « con- -
nection with my subject, I cannot avoid obqerw |
mg the singular disposition of the public to ent61~
taln extxavagant expectatmns from this event,.in

Wlnch they must 1nev1tably be disappointed, and
to grasp ear»erly at a shadow, while the sub-

stantial benefits, which we actually enjoy - from: .
the matumty of an Emplre p!anted by ou rselves, .
are studiously undervalued Iby no means in+
tend to deny, that we may not reasonably expect:
some 1mmed1ate, and more future beneﬁts ﬁom ‘

this: eVent, nor is Dance, n my OleIOD ‘mis-
taken in formmrr the same expectations. - An in-

erease of cxvdlzation, of mdustrv, and of a ﬁee X
cnrculatlon of intercourse, whether pxomoted m

Slbeua or South Amerlca, is a general advantage
1o all the world Of all’ monopohep, that of the

151

great ‘works of our Creator, is the most odxous ¥

| and 1t must mterest every feehng mmd to see s

opened to the ﬁ'ee mspectlon and exammatlon, )
'of m'mkmd The industrious. 1nd1v1duals of all
V'countnes Wlll also denve advantdges from. the
‘rapld plom'ess, Wthh this new natlon, if hberally

and prope lly ﬂdmlmstered ‘must make; but the

1mmednte beneﬁt to_our manuf'ictuxers and
opkeepers i certdmly ‘ove: -Valued and | if
the e}tag uated Opll’llOllS ‘ Whmh may 'ha,Vek

‘txvee, be a,eted upon, losses, sxmlhr to those
produced by thc bubble of Buenos Ayrce, must
A be the conseqnenee R | RN

VVlthout enteung deeply mto thl suh;ect I

'shall conﬁne my eﬂorts to destroy thls 1]11181011, »

to the {'ew obsert 'LthllS Wthh follow

As we have hltherto pnncxpally supphed the;
‘ Brazﬂs w1th manuf‘ftctured artlc]eq, the sh ops of
' RlO J anelro W1ll be found as full of them as thosc;
 of Llsbon " For the present our. only gain will-
' bc, th'tt we have not lost the whole of the amount .
 of our. exports to Portugal. No t new. channel. -
| thercfore opened ‘but we have prevented an old

one from being totally stopped An 1nele sed :

gene1 'tl consumptlon must be . the wmk of tlme,

- and c'mnot be plodueed by the act! of any goy -
| vern-ment Althouoh the resources of so uch a. 2

’




eeuntry may hereaﬂzer 1mprove, ; the, a;tlcks

"18' "al‘e prodnced in our West Indla colonms, and
: of the home co ',sumphon of Vshlch, unde '

tvry Cultlvated by slaves, can even, as s_w_»ne pcog e
~seem to. cxpect furnish corn pxovmons, or. even
common’ lumber, ‘for- the West . Indles, or, d,ny
other pfu‘t of the world ; and I fearI may lnzard
'another opmwn, t’na,t thls same cause of a mixed
,,-Populatlon will” for. ever prevent that cwxhzed
st‘tte, Whlch hablts of mdustry and morahty ca,n
aione produce. : S A
“This dlgressmn lns been carrled f’tr enou h
10 shew, that this popular novelty could, in ne
'_event afford a compensatlon for a Sacnﬁce of
the "Zadvantawes Wthh we derive from our com-,e:
'merelcxl mtercourse Wlth the Unlted States. }' RIS
“The present sthte of the New \Vorld is a com- .
plete proof of the error ‘which the ﬁlst dl.scoverers
: m’tde n preferrmg, as We shouid have done in. ‘an
similar s1tua.t10n, and- as,_ Wlth the expeuenee v
'before us, ‘we should certamly 1gam do, the“re’« 5
' gxons of gold and silver to the 1ron coast an

: rocky 3011 of New EnO‘land 1We now ﬁnd that o

“'the lndustry of man 1s a treasur Whlch mus

"'planted in" a soxl compar'xtwely poor, by the

“‘j‘:.\133 |

From t’ne exa.mmfmtlon whxch We have con-|
c]uded of the natare and extent of the Commerce
of Amerlca, the followmcr consequences 'n*e oh

i
E
i
at
e
b
1
;
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/ ',Abe aﬁ‘ected >,We should’ firs
k oA our manufactures :tl"ouglx th

: iléde;lxabl Y. greatb fr'om‘ th
m; T ost favourab

clrculatxon of paper ,mon_eyr

th mte e

'fxxﬁ'

changeé; fn odﬁee& by

om sudden‘ and forced,

o and other ports, for Amencan account

‘ gble to prevent In thlS mdnner We  ‘héve! pa1d

péal ftransactlon m mex chandlze, X?vhléh givei

"o Noperatlon'o'f Amerlca m the exeoutlon of_\the
s in Counml there would be'a dxmlhutlon
' "pts from the Contment of four or’ ﬁve
- : The moderate state? of our
fo rewn excllahceé for some tlme past shews, how
mueh We Want this larve ald whlch our Amen-
can c ' nec'uon mdnectly afforded ‘ and every

»:’~.‘,c

$ prev_- 11eg1 m every part of the C ntment ‘has
’ g'ﬁme supported the exohange, the cu*-

¥

to. a conslderable extent for“the support of ‘6tir -
fleets and armies’ i the Medlterrane'm zmé).r the
Baltlc’? by sendmg our manufactures to Ame-

i‘al‘ cﬁchlatxon’ of eXchanges, and that bllls ai’e
frequéntly drawn in Parxs, o Meadrid; whilst! th E

\ o '\;x;- _’(\

= 5 Bulls drawn by Bur Commxssanes it the! Medxterraneani
'I‘reasnry;/'to a‘large; amount, .are frequently recewed from Leghorn,

X%




‘or in Indxa. Is 1t pxobable, that thls %rreat defaI-:
Catlon will_be. made up in: any other: qua\rterP

e The only p'ut of the eontment Wlth Wthh (to
‘ Judge from_ present 'Lppecu'ances) we have a

ch'tnce of du‘ect or mdxrect tr ade, 1s RusSxa, but
Wlth tlmt countl V, the bamee m the best tlmes

15 aﬁamst us, | and thls 1nteroou1'é Would ratherf

} pxowdmg a coxrespondum Value of expo;ts., But
- As 1t posm)le for us to. get rid of our wants in dlf-'
- fel ent parts,, of . Europe> 3
many other luxunes we, could certamlv domrlth- ’

,.,AW'lne, brandy, and

s on the Contlnent a suﬁiment quantlty of our own N
to . p'ty f01 them, we should stlli ha.ve a Iaxge

B ;coast ofr; France
~ stock held by forelgners, amountmg annually to
V,,%;"Z@O 000. % ;" and for the ‘produce of . the‘ L
Duto colOmes sold here, but belongmg to res1—i o

txons for 51lver for Indla and Chun a demand.
' “Wthh W111 be much mcreased and be rendered

ﬂeets in the Med;termnean, ‘an.d garrlsons of

,Ma]ta, Glbraltar, &e. 3 for it has the same ef‘_
feot on the' Exchanoe, whether the commlssary
| -draws his' bill on"the coast of Bal‘bary, or the

'f'also for' interest on pubhc

. manufactures and colomal' produce is. checke&H Lo
lsumlar artlcles can be fnrmshed cheaper else-
Where 1f on the contrary, 1t falls, the demand _1”s“

i v’ adventaves, tvxll draw the areatest portlon ef
*goid and silver, - the, poorer will. avoid- bemg :
’ totally dramed by the natural tendency of tmde S

-._Accordmg to : return madc to tbe House of mm nig, the mté”t‘cét

iy

‘of pubhc ‘stock amounted to £ 630 OOO, the remammg .i,70,000 are

addcd f’or Bank and Indxa stock not mcluded in the return. RN




same tlme that pohtlcal causes pre‘

;_'to prowde foi an *mnual expendlture of seventy
_ mllhons : sterlmg, 1t 1s 1mp0351ble that the

to p Oportlon tl;re COl‘lsui:‘i_ptb'i n of f01‘ 'g" artxclés .
to the means of paymcr fm them. B f '
But When the arm of powe "nterferes, and deak |
prlves usata blow of four or five millions sterlmg,; v
‘Wthh the mdustry of ourmanufacturers, 1f left to
themselves, would have procured for us; at. the

‘ t':that cor-

Whlch 1t Would othex wrse be hardly“ poésﬁal ,,tot
produce so suddenly 'xs to meet the ex1geney

: 1estions: § ,conszd d;
W1t11 reference to the necess1ty We are under

'to' resort to, ‘the cu'oulatxon of paper 5 and m

: w1t11 it shortly to notlce one of the most Im* | b.
B portant evils, to - whxch the measures we. ate dist
\ Cussmg may ]ead IR R ARG

» S on” the ablhty to command VVlth it the‘quaﬁtxty
3 of gold and sﬂver, Wthh 1t 1epresents‘ S9f the
: ]aWs enable you to command;l' ﬁ ot

Cumstancee, deprwe us: of feurx |
'ﬁve mllhons towards our annual balance Wlth‘ -

p‘useless to pomt out: the | ab

tota_,l revolutlon in all the» fortun g

if ‘our: paper should suﬂ'er any et
s, 1f We become unable to prés S

‘The value of a bank-notc certamly'-' eﬁ‘ds

he pérs&r
deprei b

e "Nj‘!‘? . : S




|
|
I
t
|
]

160-

‘elatron 5 .af they do- not, the onl,_}r remammg Te-t
lxance is,’ that forewn commerce wxll draw" mtoff'»-'.
our.. country the crrculatmgj medlum of the rest
of the ‘world, or'-at least call’ for Tone. of ours ’co; S

satxsfy debtb abroad and fOl‘W’Vthh our paper’

would be of ino value. STt is m short 1mmater1a1",'r o
Whether the value of the note can be got at’ by" S
compulsmn, or‘ By the hlgh value: Wthh our. :
| paper acquires by a fa.vourable balance’ of trade.’i 3
i{The latter - has - fortunately been’ the “casé - mﬂ
this country since the-former. ceased our paper,
pound would always. command a proper propor
| {tion of “the livres and ﬂorms of the’ Contmentfﬁ_
*but 1f thls should cease to be the case, all the o
1 cautlon and a,ll the “confidence p0551ble couldf e
not save our paper from depreolatlon A pound :
sterling; and a pound Tournms, would soon be of
equal value, if no more. gold or. sﬂver could bet
commanded Wlth the one than W1t11 the other. i Lo

. r&:‘iﬁ%l.y ‘
extenswe examL &flOIl of the causes ) “f the dlStl»GS,S

§3754

Jlad for ‘2 lonfr tune concurled in ascrlblug ,hlS ‘
dlStI‘eSb 0. hlgh dutles at home, and to the mone-
poly of the mar kets of the Contment by neutmls,

- :some gemune hght a,ppears at 1a<t to have burst -

forth and the increased cultlvatlon of the staple
artlcles of ’West India produce beyond the gene-

ral consumptlon of - the world, appears now uni-

Wersally admitted to. ‘be the real cause of the
mlsfortunes of the pianter Lo

"i

* The last Edinbur‘rh Rcvxew, and Mr Spence, in hls “Rat.xcal
Causes of - the present Distresses of the West Indra Planters,’_’ have -

. sxamlned thls sul)Ject in the mo.t satxsfactmy mdnner, “and must, g

.' _‘X"
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o Lvery mcrehant understands ‘Ehe natural ten-.
| fﬂenpy of extraordunry scarcrty or 'tbundance
to rcproduce each other. The destr U.Ctl()ll of
: ‘."."St Domingo oce'tsroned hmh p1 ices of sugar 'md ;
“',co[Tee thr0u<>hout the World these hloh prlces
"'.',_encourafrcd an 1ncredsed cultlvatlon in the 1s1ands, .
"_whxch nowagain. ploduces a Oeneml olut of thcse
‘fial ticles. The present Jow prices, thlCh are a na-
' f_tm%Iconsequeuoe, it is st'tted, and I beheve tru]y,
~“donot always pay the’ p}anter the expense of cil-
“"'twrttronf The chasm’ produced by the sudden ;
“loss of St Dommoo, has been now. more than .
ylﬁlled up by the lncleased produce of forelone
~ “colonies, and espemaHy of Cuba, while the con-
:"_'sumptlon on the Continent of Eumpe has cer-
~ tginly been very much reduced. Tle Brrtlsh
f'phnters however Weremostunfortmntelytempt-
“ed into the’ competltion of raising sugar for those
i Euxopean “countries who have no colomes “of

therr oWl ; foroettmo that the compar'xtwe want

‘of fertility “of our 1sk141}ds for ever disables
- ‘,-them~ ﬁom su,ppl' _ying‘,a.ny ‘market of which they -

,\»

1 thmk ﬁx the opmmu of the pubhc. Ido not, however, concur
 with Ml. Spence in undelvalumo the West India trade. ' The ‘grgu-
menls on this’ subject belong 1ather .to " opinions very mﬂ'cmously", "
Y urwed by the ‘same_Gentleman in another work “against . forewn lradc
: :‘genel‘ally, am{ in whxch I .by no .means concur.’ . It. ls, I thmk, a

Sortupate cucumstar'(,e ‘that- we can supply ourselves - wrth sqgar

S from our own colomes, and I should b(, much pleased to see that wei =
cou!dmalso supplv part of the Contmcnt, rf it were permanem.]v i

ity of St. Dommgo H sald to be more than three tlmes greater th it

163 |
h'tve not the monopolv *5at least for“sﬁy -
Ionger perrod than untﬂ other colomes 'u‘e 'tble‘
,to overt'tke them. SRR R .
It was in'1792, that’ the numerous mdvxsels of -
'the West Indra plcmters should h'we stood f01-'“

‘ Ward to warn them of the dangers they wele efl

countermrr, mstead of now Cd,tChan' n hopeless*

.dcspalr at: paHl'LtIVGS, Whlch would - ratherfm-"_-.f

crease the evil ‘arising from one of the strongest

mstances ever‘wrtnessed of e*itenswe f\.nd nn-f, L
| brudent Speculatron. e iyt SRR

~ This" subject. will be fully e\plamed bv the |

8 f')llowmo short statement of the artxcle of- sucrar

for the year 1'7’73 1’787 'md 1804, taken ﬁom".\ -
Su Wlllmm Youno ] common plaee Book. SO

Year : ,f;:’ Imported. Exported ;i. Consumed S

11775 126,000 18,600  112,400) togumonts

1787 136,000 - - 10,600 126,000€ " or - i

?1‘8,04«.; 274,000‘ 124,150 ' 450',430 y 13 Gwe.

By Whlch 1t appears that our former exports were. o
,1ns1gmﬁcant ‘but that we have now to finda fo-. C

T ewn demand for nearly one half of the whole quan« o

L% The sma]l xsland of St. Chrlstopher a]one can, 1’ belxeve, be com-" :
pared for fertility w1th Cuba or St. Domngo. The. average fertl-'

2 tec Broughan).s Colomal Pohcy, page 521. AR
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tity nnpoxted Instead of ]ookmo for thatdemaﬂd‘
Wthh can never be found elther durmg peace or’

W'u, the planters wxll do- Wlsely to attend, to. the_ |

only other remedy of . 1‘educmg the suppiy ;- for

~in-.encour aging, any other hope he must nnalhbly |

~be. deluded ~No- man can” consldel the d],stress,
Whlcl . 1

deep regret; but a radloal remedy can onIy come

from . -what Mr, ‘Spence, 'in - his excellent pam‘
B phlct on this subject calls the vis medzcat;‘zx na-
- lure. TOL let us suppose even that.we could suc- -
, ceed in shuttmg up all the: ploduce in- the ene-
1;mes colonies, and that the contment Were Te-’

~duced to the necebsny of ‘consuming that. of . our
1slands, .Whlch might. then even be enoreased the
.evil would be thereby. delayed, but it. Would ‘be

' aggramted -If no means .can be pomted out,
by which a permanent demand can be produced :
the - best \adwce the. pla,nter can recelve, is to,

meet GlSthSS Whu,h 1s 111ev1table, ,but Whl(‘h-

‘ must also be tempm 11*y Wlth economy and for- .

3 tl’cude. R RN ja SR

as‘ been repe%tedly descnbed a,nd can« B
not eaelly bo e\a,ggerated Wlthout feehngs of

But 1f it We1 e desn able to proonre a momentr- |

!' 'uy rehef by e\portatlon to ‘the continent, the’
@m[exs n Counml appedl‘ rather to oheck than,. '

) I{éss and perhaps mlschzevous to notlce in det:ul
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~ing’neutral;- ther reans- of” mtroductloh of our
- merchandize - are 'diminished* ;
- Américans aré’ periitted to ‘bring the-prodiice

“-andi:;asy the-

of the West Indies toithis couh’mfy for re-ekport-:

“ation, every peundof sugar 5o 1mported must: -
- be serit-abroad, before that of ‘our owrr colenies: -

‘can be- afforded; -as must :also-all  articles: im-

; 'prté’d- from: the  Brazils) or captured:dt sed,.
“which: are' not to be 'tdmltted for home conf

.:J, <.. -

sumptlonT Gl S
- "Ehé time: Wthh has been chosen for the mtro-

i duotlon of tlns new system, has' been' also, as:it’

. recrards our:. colomsts, pm‘tlcularly unfortunate,’,
We' appear to- have W'uted until the increased

~power of our great enemy had at last enabled
. him to close ‘every port against us. Hnd a'single,
' gpening’ remamed, we- mwht lnve some chance/" .
: of promotmg the ’sa:le ;of :\ ofur own colon_la,l ‘.-proa‘[

VR Tt must be Imown to the Board of Trade, that consudcrable Fa»-: ‘:f
,czhtles were. derlved from the Amencan ﬁag, whlch 1t would be se-

. It appeans, from Mr. Rosesdeclaratlon in . the House of Com.“ v
mons, ‘that Brazil sugars ale only to be admltted for leuexpo) tatmn.: -
.Such an admlssmn is- aliiost an equal i mJuxy to’ the pl:mter as xf they

swere received. for home COnSlllTlpthﬂ, as long.as we want a‘vent f‘ot' i

. tlexwthen the powm -of .the prince over hxs new subJects, we. shouh’f
~ refrain from atteifipts at monopoly; 'but on the contrs "encouv,
‘rag‘e every” means of finding a: gbod market for ‘their’ prbdub(f' The.' S
. people will Judge of the value of. the: new- revolution : by: ts S
- mediate consequences, and the character of these ﬁrst xmpresszoul:'fl '
Vmust depend very much upon it advxce and coucurrence. NI

\
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duce by stoppmg the mtercourse of neut1 als but e

at present our only rehance must be on that irr e-

' sutrble necessxty ‘of sugar'and coﬁ'ee, _Whlch is'to
,compel the enemy to yleld in - this’ ‘warfare of
‘commex ce.-~ This opinion is:too extravao*ant for
-the most dependent individual in thlS counh ry of
comforts ‘and luxurles, and must at once vanxsh'
when the mlhtary hardshlps of the French oldler, :
and the more substantial suﬂ'erlnos of ‘the pem-‘
_ santry they are quarteled upon, are consrdered
< Al general and, T think; an exaggerated op1—“ |
mon, prev'uls, of the means of commerce’ to
force its’ own cncuhtlon ~The author of ¢ « War:
“in Dlsgulse comforts us w1th the assur'mce that-
even our own host111t1es Would not overcome the
| : »expanswe force of ou1 own’ commerce* PR TN
\ In tlns, as in many other 1nstances, allowaneev
s ot made for the total change of the world:
| The oplmon is perfectly correct ‘when' applied
to Europe d1v1ded into dlﬁ'erent 1ndependent go- -
vernmients but I fear. we. ‘shall find, from experx{ '
. encé the means of exclusron ‘more pelfect than":
We appear to expect, - At pr esent, the prices of B
Amerlcan and co]omal produce on the contment
‘are more than double those ifi’this countr y, ‘and
the tempmtlon to adventm ers is suﬁiment] ¥ great,
| 1f.""-he hazard were. attended Wlth any (,hance of

e nomn

,hended AR PLIT FROA STRCeT L

~ success. . If the ‘commerce of Amerrda were- left e

~alone, we could indeed at present send our sugar’.

;- .and coffee with advantage through that country,
- “.and the certificates’ of origin would not be found

the formxd‘tble obstacle Whrch has been %ppre«k,,

Before I leave the subJect of the \Vest In-

g~'~d1es, 1 must observe that -the only remedy

‘Whlch appears ‘to me to promise . some perma-

- nent’ and ‘much tcmpoxary relief, is to open the
| ‘»‘pm ts to neutxals generally If it be true. -that,
.under. the present plan ‘of  bringing 'all their
U, pxoduce to . this : countxy, that produce must.'
- s00n ~,b€.0011ﬁ.116d to our own consumption, W.hQ_'ﬁ
_could possibly "be injured by giving the planter
the chance of disposing of the surplus? = If the

ship-owner can only ultimately earn a fremhtv‘

on the sugar consumed at..home, What injury .
' could it be to hlm, 1f atterwards all ‘the WO}ld'-i".
'were supphed by our colonies? * The. pohcy;

of favommg our own shlppmg cannot be

,“‘doubted but if restuctlons, 111J11110us ‘to- other
'classes of the commumty, ,are for that pur—,
jpose ,sornetlmes necessary, we. should at least‘
calefully ascelt'un ‘that. they really prodlicei‘

the ‘ benefits they profess By pelmrttmg our:

- colonlsts to. sell to neutlals, ~T-.do . not: thmkg ;
g they could in that Cor.any other manner,i
-‘,supply the consumptlon of forelgn Europe but“-

i
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. -they mwhi pax'ﬁnﬂy fmmsh that - of Amen@ét,:‘ |
ofwhich: the ernch and. bpamsh colonies have

the ‘m@n@poly GAL pxeseﬂt ‘by-the most absmd_

: '%.?pol1cy, our planters are’ prevented ﬁom paymg o

[ for-the large: mmount of . provisions - and supplies
_ from America by a return of their own: ploduce,‘
k »whleh would wﬂhnOIy be- 1cce1ved ‘because the

Whole of it‘must go-to the mother coun‘cry3 Where
it can 01}1y Sell ata loss. R PR I S

If the- complamts ‘of : the: West Indla plantels’

/of thei neutrali tr ade-of- Ameucm are founded ‘in
LErTory “those . of the. other: great commercml bo-

tdies. are’ supported by. still less: plauslble gxound -
The ‘continent of Europe, it-seems; will not take'f_ .'
{:the: m%nufactm es of Indiafr om Lcadenhall—stx ecty
Jand the - Americans are.-accused -of - mtroducm@
them into: different- parts of the world from their.
oW counbry Conswleuno the Company in-the
sgiixed’ character of -sovereigns and merchants,
4 ;ﬂae—m first: objeo—bm-ust be, that the consumption ",

should niot be checked; andI'should rather have .
‘Ioexpectedithat the efforts of America to citculate
“the manufactures of India in countries to-which
e have: Hio ‘acjce‘s?s,‘ would have :been:promoted -

‘and commercially beneficial.
~America should destloy the whole of her trade
to India” and Chum, we: should prolnbly feel

cand encouraged “If we have: alWays thought it
. |igood: pohey to permlt the intercoursesof néutrals

Wlth our:Indian possessmns, the Amerlcans are,.

m‘eve\y reSpect "to be prefen ed 4o those of the ‘
North of Emope, -Then pohtlcal mstltuttons preg
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vent then f01 ming ‘my settlements in Indn, and
’hablts 'md ]anéuwge w111 ftlwez} s lead: them to
;‘;ouls They hwe no mannfmctuies of their own- '
o to 1nt01fere wnth us; but always 8o to m'uket-f
. -W1th money Thexr mtelcoulse, therefm e, in every
ﬁpomt of view, must be pohtlcwlly moffcnswe, ,

“If 2 war with

sevelely the ‘want of- sﬂver - To Bengal the

- “Americans may be computed to send about half
a mllhon stelhng 1nnually in: Spambh dollam,‘
and wbout the same sum to Cnm,, which is -

‘ ;:certamly much moxe ‘than is sent from’ Glea,t":
- Bmtam Teise 1mmaternl who brings the sﬂver‘
;mto the malket of' Whlc'h it facxhhtes the ge—'
. nieral uuulcmon At C'mton 1 undelsta,ud it is -
findxspensably neccssary, as the ‘merchants are

obhged to: pay the dllthS in SllVGl butif- biought

| i'thele by the Ameri 1cans, the (Jompany is equally

ena‘oled to cn‘cu]ate ‘the manuf&ctures of. thls

fcountl Yoo It appears, from-a return made to the
'House of Commons, that the value of Butlsh ma-

nuf'wtu;es expmted to Chun has: been gradually :

o l)ut xapldly 1ncreasmg In 1789, it amounted_ )

to 2105, 041, in. 1'7962 to £559 651, and in

L lLSOb, to £, 102 620. . T am not able to asoe1~ ‘
tain wlmt quant}ty of silver - has been’ sent dur-
mg the same: perxod but I have no- doubt tlmt it
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~lra,s dlmlmshed since the regular. supply of the o
= market by the Ameucam and that our factory .
‘hfrs not only been able, by thls mrcumstance, to

mcredse the sale of our m'mufactures but also

to promde ina greater cleorlee than formerly, for'
“their purchases, by dmﬁs on the Company at k
'home, and on- the dlfferent pr’eSrdenmes in Indla, |
~The mterest of thc Slllp owner remams onl y to'i :
. be consrdered Whose prospeuty must depend -
upon that of the d]lferent branches of commerce, o
 and whose case mrght thercfore be szud to be de-k »
' rtermmcd by thens. ’Ihe sblppmg mterebt never\ E
fail to. avful themselves of theu connectlon with
".0m‘ naval power in mforcmcr thell co;{nplamts-
' 'rnd.opunons Wh]ch, it is to be regretted is fre-
A quently done with a dxsposmon to mdlscnmm:te
monopoly, Wlnch all commercnl bodres actmwt
together never fail to shew. = A few common.
place phrases 'rbout our Old r\/avzoatm?z Laws and'
“our Marztzme Rzoiz/s, answer the place of argu{
ment, and httle trouble is taken to ascertam m\‘
how far they may or m'ry not be. really m']ured /
by any remedies suggestcd for the rehef of others 3 ,'
This* dommeermfr spirit” fails prlnclpally upon
. ihe \Vestﬁ Indn Plante1s, and of the’ loudnesaf"
jand extent of - the outery before they are evem_- :
~ hurt, some oprmon may be formed by recollect- =
- g the clamour ‘against the Amerlcan Inter-\']-f
o d ourse Act It is to be hoped however' th'xt;

no Mnus'fers‘lvyvrll be Wlthheld by pohtlcal cow{
ardlce from admunstermg cqurtably and - rmpfrr

tlally between the different eommelcla.l 1nterestsl, -

of the country, and that Wbere the encour ge-. .
ment of ‘our shrppmg requrres rebtnctlons and' '

1 monopohes, v wh1ch I by no mea,ns deny, tha‘c" |
v thelr efﬁcacy and utllrty VVlll be thoroughly 111-,

Vestlo"atcd : L T Lo
In the oreneral paths of trade, the Amerlc'm*
does not appear to m‘rerfere much Wlth the Bu—; :

' atlsh shlp owner~ ln the poris of our enemlee, |
the latter s of cou e e‘:cluded ‘and Clepl 1ved
, of nothmo by the former : The supply of ourv .

West Indla 1slands w1th provmons and lumber

'.appears the only essentxal pomt of colhsron.3
,_My llmlts wﬂl not permlt me- here to examine

1thrs questlon mmutcly, andI shall barely stater'

my opmlon that durlng War proper and. ade—.,
',quate supplles can only be furmshed by the,‘r :
_Umted States, and in therr own Vessels._ Tt may,

be proper in thls place to correct an error which'

; ﬂppears geneml, 1nmely, tha.t Amerlca cl'ums';

a 7'zorlzt of. mtercour se Wrth our colomeb,-—-a clalm.

L whlch has been enumerated among herrother: '

encroachments, md a most extraordlnary one‘vl
'Tklt certalnly Would be.,‘ We have an- undoubtedif_
| right of regulatmg every thmg relatmg to -our o

a colomes.‘ Amerrca may also reoulate for her

,self she may prohlblt any commumcatron Wlth |
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our - colomes, unless 1n the m'umel most agree- o
ablé to her’; or- she’ may moxe or. Iess encour ages -

'by dastmoulshnm outles, the manufdctuxes of "
dxiferent Fmopean countnes, »aceox dlng as they k
ﬁpeim:t an mtercouxse with then* colomes on li-
' bemi terms These 1ecxpxocal 1;011ts m'xy pxo«' B

duce an: agleement by tle"tty, but n ::pretell-

smns to interfere in a lemtlmate exercnse of so- '
‘ werelcrnty could be moed 011 elthex S1de '

The prospeuty of our shlppmo* mterest Tes

qmreb as much .as- tha.t of every other bran(h"
of trade, that the occasxonal ﬂuctu'mon of de-
mandand supply should not be 1nte1 fer ed Wlth,'
At'the ClObe of the la,st wai, we 1esto1 ed colomes'
which had employed near - 100, OOO tona of L
shlppmg 3 and we had dlscharged a great numa -

ber of transyorts AH,hOLmh the causes as well

- as the consequences of ouch events could not;-~ :
‘?easﬂy be’ mlstaken, yet 'm 'Ll'um must be im-
;medlately gwen, and a noble authm thought'
?ploper to increase. it, by giving the pubhc a list
fof all the ShlpS for"sale m the river, thh the ,
~11r1terestmcr addmon of the namea of the blOkEl g*,

‘ »The Whole amount of tonnacre fox sale m the»
“summer- of *1802 amounted by tlm account to'ff
‘-;36 999 tons, and cons1der1ng all cwcumstances,,,,
1t musﬁ appear sux prlsan‘ that 1t Was not O*rcater.“ | =

b Anothex‘ uth01 1', in the same stx d,ll’l of alwrm, tells )

¥ Lord Shefﬁeld on the Nav1gat10n and Colmual system. " o
‘l' ‘Congessions to Amenca, &c. e s

1 '73

R us that mn 1806 18 000 tons of shxppm@ were fo; ~‘

’ sale in. the: river—a quantlty whlch hardly aps

) pearq to exceed that stock on: hand which: the'

mrculatlon of trade must ‘require. -

AN retur

E _made to the House of Commons ‘shewq that‘
‘,.}Jetween ‘the 94th March and 8th’ August 1807’,';

_transports were taken up for home service to the

“amount of 31 2'75) tons How could: they have
, ,been plocured if thele had not been a large por-

tion of shipping unemployedp The pubhc ser-"

. mce, and the occasmnal oper ations of mcxchants,‘
: .necessanly require a stock of - unemployed ships

ping,” which will regulate itself better by the

~ interest of the parties than by the officious inteds
- ference of Governtnent. ~If our commercnal v
, sinppmg should decline; at -a time when weican
~ #ail scarcely to a’ port of ‘the Contment of Eu-.
f;rope, it cannot” be matter of: surpmse, but do

not Iet us look for: remedles whmh are noteto’

’ f;be found ; -nor destroy, through. a° “blind. 1gno»‘

:1ance, the only valuable mtelcourse we: have
’remammg ‘ : T Pl MR
_# The prejudlces Wmch are encouraged aovamei;j

: ~;Ameuca, make: us even mistake . the most A=

fpmtant beneﬁts for -injuries. - It -has been: ‘men~

 tioned as a subject of - complamt that the Are-
L ncans have: even monopolized: the carrying ‘of
B ‘;our ﬁsherles on the. banks of Newfoundland‘ ©Of
- the truth of thlS fact there cau be no doubt Ouri

s <= et}
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ﬁshermen elther sell to the merch'mts of Bosioﬁ,;w B

or shlP thlou«rh them for‘v their own account to

. the dxﬂ"erent parts of - Europe,‘and it appeared' ’

‘under the - Amerlc"tn flag.

- from some l'epresentatlous to the Board of T ade,f

that thn the Orders of Councﬂ Issued oneg .
house i in Poole had 5000 qumtals of ﬁsh at sea' 7
Nothing can un-

doubtedly be more . 1epuo~nant to ‘the old systent
of -laws 1mder which we. lzcwc ﬂourzs/zed but atl‘-
the same ; time nothmg ‘can-more | cleally sheW’f "

‘how . lnapphcable old laws. frequently are ' tg

new, z‘zmesb If we did: not suf‘fer the ‘neutral - |
to. carry the ﬁsh when | caxwht we' must ceasei’f‘:

to cateh it ;- and in blockadmg the ports of tiie

s ' Contment 1 fear. we shall in this ins tance destrOy"-E 7
- one of the few V'ﬂuable branches of 1ndustry

yet open to Br1t15h shlppmo'. S o
~If:-we look in vain to our various commercnl

| interests. for any advantaoes to :be derived from'

our new system, under the most’ f(wourable cir-
cumstances of a contmuatlon of - peace W1th

. Amerlca, and if we find on the contrary serlous .

«anUIle‘j n. CVCI’y quarter, hOYV much must they o

not..be augmented bya state of actual War, the:
xtensive consequences of which' I can- only s

}Vel y: shortly enumerate.-—The necesmty of ¢ carry‘—
- ing ‘on very active mlhtary operatlons if our
: North American colomes are to be defended
~the dxfﬁculty of furnlshmo “supphes for the \Vest '

ind1es, Whlle the numerous Amerlcan prlvateers

! andlarge fu gates would obhge usto Send convoys

"'{-Of great strenﬂrth ,—-'md ﬁn'ﬂly the destructlon

R g”‘ur 1mmed1ate mtercourse w1th the Dmted

~ 1 ~States, ‘must make a melancholy addlthIl to the

numerous dlfﬁcultles which already surround uss’
But if we. must under every cncumstance, :

suﬂ'er by the new state of things produced by
our Oxders Jin. Councd do we. not also. 1nﬂlct ‘
a serlous injury on our enemy? The mconve-»,

niences whlch the. Contlnent of: Eulope must

- suffer ﬁom a- cessatmn of aH foremn commerce,

must certamly be con31derable, but they must’-

k CO'[]blSt cmeﬂy in the loss of lummes, and- affect
more the comforts of 1ndmduals than the ‘power

A of Governments. . Holland is the: on]y country g

‘where. the . people really ‘depend: on : trade:'for -
thelr ex1stence, and we accordmgly ﬁnd tlrat the l ’

Fr ench Decrees are there suffered to. be e‘{ecutedi
W1t11 the least rxgour SRS N TPt :

The ‘new. est'tbhshed m'mufactules of cotton

‘ may, 1n some deoree, suffer. from a Want of that
‘ artlc]e, but it may . be. produced in’ the southern‘“

parts of Spam and Italy, and. perhaps proculed‘
_in part from Turkey ‘The finances: of France~-=

derlve httle ald from the cu::‘.tom-house*e ‘nor: Wlli

: * In the French budget of ]803, the last whxch I have seen, %
»pedrs that of the whole - mcome of. 81? mllhons of frdncs, on]y o
were con.,rxbuted by the custom-houses; while the ‘Re celles eatgricures’”
, et e.waordmanes amounted to 14~1 mxllxons. " The  resources of

-
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“thls be altogether destroved" as 1mportat10ns wﬂi“' i o

' take place in spite of -our _utmost vrglhnce,?

""\‘V}.th the - supphes for the colomes of kﬁour cne- o

| ‘mles we do mot. pretend to mterfere 5

| 'thmmh they must lose - thelr present .extenswe
',ﬂ-moans of’ sale., for theu‘ produce, suﬁlclent wrll e

"irem'un to;prevent any extreme distress. -
“But we have a strong proof of the oprmon of

~the enemy on- thls ‘sub‘lect n the smguhr coin- e

,‘mdence that, Whlle we were determmmg that the

‘neutral state of America was’ 1nJur10us to us,’ he
~ had. come to precxsely the opposxte conclusmn 30

- and . a very short time befme the appe'tremc ’

oun Orders in Councrl it seems tha.t ‘the 1nten~ TR

“tion of. France to, permrt no lonoer the neutrahty
of Amerrca, ‘was. mtlmated to the Mlmster of

_.th@at,,countly‘at Pdrls——a mrcumstanoe Whrch,; B

_.frea»,chmg Amerlc't very. fortuna,tely befoxe our,
Quders.in Councxl may.serve to mltlgdte the re-
"Qsentment with which the latter must otherwrser
 be. 1'ece1ved “We therefore ev1dently differ in
opmlon Wlth France as to the value- of thlo neu-f,'
trality, whlch both oountrres at the same ‘instant’

‘had 1esolved to, extmovmsh. X am deudedly dls-a.‘f |

"posed do thmk the oprmon of our enomles the4

Y : S
France, we 'IOW see are not e'lsxly reached by wmmerc:al restnchons"
Sofiany sorty’  Itis a.smgular fact that with almost the- whole of- the
; s-French eﬁectxve army abroad tbe exchange on; Pans is hlgh in’

-‘mpport of this immense: force.

ry part of Europe.v Nothmw 1s contnbuted fxom l'rance fox thef. :

e best Judged At ‘1.11 events, 1t must serve to re-
: duce our 1dea of the e*{tl eme 'mnoyance to them
wlnch we expect ﬁom our measures._, o '

e The sources of power and strenoth Vary Wldely
in- dl{ferent countr1e5. 3 The gene1 ral destructlon

. of commerce, m‘mufactures, 'md of every cu'a

cumstance of artlﬁcml power and prosperlty,

Jich may suit the mterest of F1 ance, but we should' |
~ be areatly mlstaken m 1m1tatmo~ her “The

‘d1s0rgamz'1t10n of commerce and of mdustly

| hdS not 1mproperly been consrdered as the best

means of subdumrr a powe1 Whose basxs rests

pupon ‘them. But whﬂe our enemy s phymg

thi erd but pohtrc oame, we must not f01 get that
our" afet_y requxres the very opposfte system of

prudence nd cautrous presewatlon.

5 ; I‘rance, m attackmcr our commexce, has pro- k

ceeded 1 upon the selﬁevrdent snpposmon, that '1‘
tradum countly must h'we others to trac’{e W1th.
, Tlom Europo she 1ns therefore e\e]uded us, “but
Wlth prudence and skrll we mi ght movc, our 1sland
commer crally spewkmg, out of Emope._ The
great emplre 111 the North of Amerrca, and 1n
“aléss degreet the newly—founded one in the South,‘
WouId ha,ve bcen suﬁlcxent objects of external
‘commerce. until bette1 times returned; and it

must have been no small wratrﬁcatlon to reﬂect '

that these were holds of Whlch the enomy could

not dlsposse«s us. - W'e mro‘ht be expelled ﬁom.
‘ A A
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; 'the whole of EurOpe the pemnsula of Indm, even o
"though at a great dlstance, was not pelfectly be- |

yond the reach of the conquerox 3 but the oppo-1 S

site’ sholes of the Atlantic ' bid deﬁance to ‘his

| 'power, and- could only be 1eached by that naval

L supemorlty Wthh Would equally enable hlm to
attack us m ou1 own 1slands. e

France havmg nearly obtamed the utmost exs .

tent of her means - of commercxal annoyance,

| could only hope from oulselves the destruotlond, i
of the Va,luctble part of it beyond Ther 1each The - )
3 Berhn Decrees have Very much the appem ance
We for-

fmerly pursued steadlly oux mtelest w1th a dlg- :

‘of a pxovocatlon to try om tempel.

mﬁed disregard of menacmg 1angua ge ; but now

“we have been 1nsulted and somethlno’ vigorous
: must be done in 1ctahatlon |
b}g Words, but we W111 1eply with bxg actlons,
and in the v1olence of our passmn we have pCl- :
E haps done the very thlng W 'hich those woxds were
The mlstaken oplnlons in
 this country of the nature and consequences of -
. the French Revolutlon, have plobably contri-
: bated more than any ‘other cause to the plesent‘ B
glgantlc power of France.‘ The exag gerated 3
consequences expected from the successive na- .
t10nal bankrupt(nes the attempt to crush the re- o

Fl an ce has used

mtended to p\ rovoke,

,volutlon by ¢ external force, are errors’ of whlch

| We axe surprlzcd to have ever been the dupe,: o

i
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‘“but tvhey are oertamly not exceeded bythat of ex- Lo
pecting -any benefit from running a race W1th |

,France, in the destructlon of commerce, - and in :
v101ence towards our frlends and allies. 'lhe line

of conduet we. ha,ve now ,adopted is for thls}

o countr y perfectly new ; but we should recollect
- that we are closely hemmed in on every side

~ that we have little room for experlments of anyf .
sort ; and that if past errors have brought us to i
- the brmk of a premplce, the next must thwW |

ius over it. -

THE END.
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