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REFLECTIONS

UPON

Thc TAX of Two Pcnmes Scots upon the
‘Scots Pint of all Ale and Beer brewed,
brought in, or vended thhm the Town of

 Ep1 NBURGH and leCl’thS thereof

Fxr{’c granted by an A& of the Scots Parlxamcnt in
the Year 169 3, for a Term' of fifteen Yearq, and

B further not exceeding thirty, and fince continued

o Edmburgh and granted to other Towns in-
Scotland by fevcral A&s of the Britifh Parlia-
»‘ment. R - I ‘
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INTRODUC T‘m‘ N.

| THE follong reﬁeétlons were’ mtcndeda;f

to havp been oﬁ'ered to the confidera-

ptlon of the pubhc, above a twelvcmonth’fi
‘ jago bur ‘upon rccolleéhon, the eve of thc

parhament was. thought a ﬁttet feafon for it,
| B when‘.
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'w~hen'gent1emen,. upon a new election of re-
_prefentatives, might have it in their power
to pu't a f’top to the »growing evil complained S

of. .
' TAXES, for the fupport of our happy go—

vernment and conf’tltutlon, though great are’
}.yet neceﬂ'ary ; but fuch as evidently tend to.
: dlmlnlﬁl the pubhc revenue, and to become .
' burdenfome to the trade, manufa&ures and
~landed mtereﬁ of a country, and this only for
- private ends, _are mtolelable. » N
THE time now approaches when gentleﬂ‘\’-
men may. have an opportumty of domg their
RN | conntry and themfelves Jnfhce It is to be
~prefumed that no candidate who means ho-
neftly, will (prevmuﬂy to his being eleéted)
refufe to gratify his conftituents, with an en-
gagement to obferve their 1nPcrué‘uons with |
"recrard to matters ev1dently hurtful to the
- general mtereﬁ: or fhould- any have hardi-
" nefs enough to feruple | glVlI]O‘ fo reafonable a.
fecurity for their behawour, it is to be hoped
| ;‘they will be reJe&ed as unworthv of the great -
V"truf’c they fohcxt -

5
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‘ 'The TAX of Two Penmes Seots per’ ,

Pmt on all Ale and Beer, c’fc. TS

HIS tax, in fhe firfk in{’cance, is lee:':
~ vied from, the brewer, who difbur- -
“dens hxmfelf by laying it upon the

e retaller, and he agam by laymg it upon the. |

- confumer. - .
By law the brewer is 1nt1tled to add the P

.dutles of the excife to the price of his two-. .

‘penny ale ; whereby the price: of every. barrel
_ contalmng twelve Scots gallons, would amount’ B

to fourteen thillings and four pence Sterhng 5

but this being found too high a price to af- ¥
ford retailers a living profit at -two pence . the

pint, (to which price they are fo far reftricted-
as to become liable ‘to pay five- ihllhngs per

- barrel if they charge two pence halfpenny per ’
- pmt) brewers have been obhged to accommo-

date.

{ .
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| | dagcthcirxc:\iﬁomcts with ale of fuch. quality
-~ rate of two pence the pint. | ~
THE adts impofing the town’s duty of two
pennies per pint, are filent as to the adding
2&; they h’avé,bem' l-j‘ud'iCially: debarred that
_liberty: * This determination erroneoufly con-

fiders the tax levicd by the town as part of

" to.be viewed in two different capacities ; firft,

. modity .whigh'_hc(: muft pay over to others.

often obliged to tru{’c retailers with their ale ;

. .

~and price as they can live by, 'at the above -
- faigi_ d,“tY to the price Qf their »alge,:,a‘nd, :in ,

" the price; whereas the common bjcher ought

SR _ 7 price of their ale,
~asa man felling a commodity at a certain  obL R

> - = e oblervations  upon
price which belongs to him{felf ; and next as ' RS

the colle&or of a tax impofed upon that com- .

‘Befides " this, brewers argue, that they are

- that by this truft they are not only fubjected -
- to-pay the tax before they receive it, but lia-;
ble to fuffer by bankruptcies, and other acci-
" dents; that'it ca.nynot, bje reafona_bly éxpeéted,' _,
théy fhould be fo unjuft to themfelves, as to -
. become anfwerable for an _uncertain collec-
|72 ottty tion, without gratuity, or uncertain, tho’ ne- *
. ceffary rifques, without premium ;- and there--
| - L  fore,

~ thoufand bolls of barley,

lion one hundred and fifty tw

AR B
fore, in order to' adjuft an’ equivalent for
thefe difadvantages, they are ‘under the pe.
ceflity of reducing the quality of their ale ;
and from thefe reafons it ,hapﬁcns ‘that tﬁt;
fgxd . judicial detcrminatibn | ls, zu;d | -éblénf:a.' ~s
muﬁ. be eluded, But, Iwithbﬁt fénltér.iﬁg'fu{-“
’ther Into. the merits of thefe ‘prcté'tice‘slr I Ihall
Airft cndeavour“ to trace out what eﬂé&s thé
| j;wq I?cn_nics:Scots duty haskhi«tsh'e‘rtdpir‘é\d'liéed
as being confidered by brewers as part of 1hc’: "
and afterwards make fome
ob 1 a - fuppofition t they
| mxght{ag_a.inv raife the qule)lityof it tct)}i?eg];};
ftandard it held before the lmpoﬁnon of this

tax, if ]egalljr-pefmittcgi to add the value of -

- 1t to the price of their ale,

A town fuppofed to,’ cc;)'rifdmé: ghﬁuaufy_ ﬁx '
g bt reckoning each boll
n’.’lfl¢" the whole number of gallons produced
;‘f" ';’f‘fé found to amount to one hendred and
orty-four thoufand 5 or Seots pints, one mit-
R Al o thoufand, rec-
k@mg mgh; chts, pint to the 'Sc,dt,é', gallozi .
N o _N’ow,'j

te
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. Now, 1f we fuppofe this town to obtam the
'_;‘prlvxledge of laying.a duty of two pennies &

" Scots per pint upon the: above quantity of ale,

~ fuppofed to be brewed ' in it annually that. -
will raife the fam of cight hundred pounds
‘Stcrlmg 'And hence: naturally arxfe; the fol— .

' ‘lowmg obfervations:

- F zrﬁ, That the two pennies S Scots upon the |
pmt of alc, being one twelfth part of the prlcc |

of that quantity, when fold by retail, and one

. nlnth part of the prlce of the fame quantlty,g .
~ when vended by the barrel ;-it cannot be ima-

| ‘gined that the brewer, under fach dnfadvan_v o
- tages, can afford to keep up the quahty ofhis =
“ale ; on the contrary, hewill probably think
he does great juftice, if he lowers it no
more than one “pinth’ part . and hence ’
oone million one hundred and fifty two thou- "

fand pints, now drawn from fix thoufand

bolls, will, after the tax is eﬁabh{hed be -

drawn_ from five thoufand three hundred

Aand thlrty—three ‘bolls. ,,é/ m@,%/r-p&(/ﬂ W%

Seco;zdly, The confumptlon of baﬂey being;

thus 1eITened by ﬁx hundred and fixty-fix

bolls

Lol

| boll and two: thlrds ofa boll out of fix thou- "~
- fand bolla, ‘the pubhc revenue of excife - upon,' N
“malt, ‘muft- nereﬁanly fuffer proportionally,

admxttmg thie fame: quantxty of ale ‘as:former-
ly fill to-be -brewed’;- but: when it is further
confi deréd, that the confumptlon of ale; muft
alfo:fuffer. -a-vaft deeleafe by being: debafed,

. this deaeafe it alfo- neceﬂauly ‘have a
- very great effect: upon theidemand for: baxlcy, -
- andiaf which,: ‘perhaps;-a: good judgment may
be: formed, by takmg a- view. how- this fax

has: opesra.ted upon the - revenue of excile’

- within the. cxty andy hbemes of:. Edmbm‘gh -
 -and by conﬁdemng what effeéts it has. pro-"
~ duced with & recralfl to. the: ccnfumktlon of ;e

two-penuy ale and barley thhm the ﬁud c1ty a
and precinéts. R .

- Anp here. 1 fhall mfert fome obfetvatlons :

taken from a pamphlet‘“pf reputation,: publifh-
~ ed in Edinburgh in the year 1748, intitled, -
A frort view of the prejudice arifing both to

the country and revemue. from the: impofition

o ale ghd. b@er granted 1o the: city rof ‘Edin-

Z:u:gb &e. ThlS Author remarks, that, B

¢ As this branch. of ‘the:revenue of excde;;

“ does prmclpally depend upon the conﬁlmpt

. i“ of two- penny ale, which is the llqum comi=

B 0« monly




- ¢ monly ufed in Scotland, ‘as the confumpt‘z o
«« of that hquor diminifhes, the revenue of .

¢ excife ‘has proportlonally fuff'cred a de-

¢ creafe, as will -evidently appear from the
| :"‘be which the grofs amount of ‘the reve-

[ 14

‘¢ the two kingdoms- till the 24th. of ]une"

‘c

-« And the duties. of ex- BENTE
e cife on the fame 11\—-'7‘ .
“« quors for the like
Rl ﬁﬁi‘nbéx‘ . of years; R v
% from the 24th- June .
¢ 1725, to the 24t117 '
¢« June 1743, |
T nioumed to. 11(');'"_ SO
¢ morethan .~ 201283 4 9}
« Of which the dutyon .~ -~ = :
¢ two-penny al¢ alone | - e
Lo Seyyas. o f':-*'—\;;;:_-:;;:f?iz 191050 A2007%

7

¢ books and accompts kept of that revenue,

‘nue of excife upon’two-penny ale, ﬁrong- B
<t ale, and ﬁnall—becr within the city. and li- .
¢ berties of Edmburoh from the union of

1725, bemg mghteen years, amounted to ‘
'L, 273775 8: 2% Sterling, of which fum -

“ the duty on two-pcnny ale alone, was no
¢ Jefs than = -, L. 263512 7 2%

R Sof

[ 1t ]
¢« §o that the :diniinutién. S
< of the revenue of ex-
< cife during thefelaft
¢ eighteen years, ap-

. < pears to be n‘o"."lefsyl o

Cethan e e E 76492?3 '5? -

- & Which is an annual‘

© ¢ decreafe of 3916 4 7z

: ; <« Yea {o remalkable is thxs derreafe of ex~ -
~ s¢ cife on- two—penny ale alone,. that, in the

£ year 1724, it was L. 16245, butin the
s year 1743, only L. 8oco0. .And, as the re-

- #¢venue of excife is fo. greatly decreafed du-

+ ring the aforefaxd fpace of cighteen years,
¢ the lofs the country in general has fof-
« fered is proportlonally hwher for the du-
s ty of excifc on two-penny ale, inclading
“the malt~duty, is near one feventh part of"

s the total price Whl(,h the brewer is by law
< intitled to take from the retailer: By the

¢ fame- rule of proportlon,, a diminution'of

-« L.,%70492+ 3: 5 upon the duty of excife,

¢« muft produce a real lo('s to the country of

"6 L 422953, 65.-more.

- Taus far our author, to whofe remarks I ‘

(hall beg leave to-add, that as it appears the -

dutxes of cxmfe on {’crong—dlc, fmall beer,
L : - and
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Cand 'two-penny ale,. ?wivthi'ﬂsv't:}ife'."c_-.it'yfa’hd: li-

‘berties of Edinburgh, -for the firft eighteen
years . after the uniony.:: ‘that:isitofayy from ‘

the umon to the 24th of]une 1725, amount-
ed to L. 271775: 83 ‘22, or:at-the rate of
L. 15098, 13s. nqarly per annum:; And fee-

- ing the fame duties from:the 2;5th of june” /

17255, to'the 24th of June 1743;- bemg an-
other. €ighteen years, produced.only- thie fom
of L. 201283 4 : 9%, and occafioned 2 lofs
to the revenue of excxfe, durmcr that pcrxod’

of L 70492::.3 :-5.. 'And, as it further ap- |

pears by the books -and dccompts of- “excife,

that the fame d,u_tlcs, from the:year. 1743 to
prefent year 1760, being . {eventeen yéaré _

‘produced nomore than:the fom of L.14501 3

11: 4 thelcfoxe, it may fauly be ¢enclud-

ed, that the total lofs. which the faid revénue
of excife has fuftamed upon-the -articles. of
"ﬁl()ng;ale, {mall-beer, and two—pcnny ale
within the Edmburvh colleétlon ~from’ the

25th June 1725 to. the prefent: year 1760,
bemcr thirty-five years,. muft amount ‘to- the

| 'round fam of L. 1821552 73 34, as “'111 ap- ‘\

pear by the: followmg efhmatc, ViZy 1
Hap the: Edinburgh-collec--: -
 tion of excxfe, upon ﬁronw

“ale

gighteen

LA &2 ':l}jv

ale, {m ail | bkeei-," ajg'd twosT

~ penny ale gonc'on;i:‘?aS':i_t’,‘f*';‘ ‘

ought to have done;» pro-"ﬂ
: ducmg at " thé -rate. -of -
- Lo2y177s5: 812X, auit
did-for the firft elghtéen
- years after. the union ;ﬁ', b ‘
" then fof the fame: ﬁu*n«?,

B bez of years fubfequent to DL
\ the Zsth }Of J‘L_ln_c1725_, N TR

terminating the »24th (')f’? same Tl
June 1743, it onght td '
have raifed the fum of
To which if we add for
" {feventeen years, from the
25th:June 1743, to the

 24th of Jung of the

year 1760» : o
CLoapgys 825
Dedué‘cmg N S
one year
:[hort of
15098 13 o

y 256676 15’ 2&;

»Thefc two f"ums then is thc value Wthh thc :

exc1fc on fald hquors within the Edmbmcr |
3 collci’aon,
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collettion, oughtto have

raifed during the above
- term of thirty-five years, , |
~and amounts to the fum.of 5284 52 3 4% "

But, as faid Edinburgh

| colleé’cxon, appears by the
 excife-books, to ‘have.
raifed during the above
- period of cighteen years, =

‘terminating in June 1743,

only ,L’."z/o;zs_’g 4 9% |

And alfo,
forthea-
bove ‘pe-
~riod of
feventeen
- years ter-
minating
‘in June
1760,0n- o
ly 145013 11 4

, ’Amountmg to the fum of 34.6296 16 —}_- |

"

Therefore, the Iofs Whlch

-+ has been {fuftained w1th—l

- in the Edmburgh col- :

NN

~lection,

L1
- le&tion, upon the articles -
~of ftrong-ale, fmall-beer -
~and two-penny ale, du-

" ring the aforefaid period
. “of thirty-five years, -ter-
" minating in June 1760,

_amounts, as before ob-
{erved, to the round fum’ C o
~of - = - 8"155 7 34

1 AND now, if we take a view of what ef |
fc&s have been produced with regard to the.

~-confumption of two-penny ale and barley,

within the-city and liberties of Edmburcrh

g they will be found pretty remarkab!e

THERE, from the union to the 24th of

June 1725, being eighteen years, the excife

upon- two-penny ale alone, computed tobe 255

wfhlllmos per barrel, containing twelve Scots
. gallons, ‘appedrs by the excifé-books to have

raifed L. 263512: 7: 2%, or at the rate’ of

L. 14639, and a fra®tion per annum. ~ Now,
‘as 1 faid before, without taking in the town’s

duty of two' pennies Scots per- pint' upon

e ﬁroncr—ale and beer, if ‘we reckon ‘it upom
- two-penny ale only, (that being the great ar-

ucle of confumptlon), and confider faid
| town’s
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~ town’s duty as equal totwo thlrds of the duty

of excife, abating therefrom:a:ninefeenth part,

- and which it juft amounts to, being:one thil-
hng and four penge: per; -barrel, or-two third
parts of two fhillings:; .then, I fay, the faid
.fax of two pennies;Scots; upon;the: pmt of :
‘t\‘?v'd—p'enny ale, muft have. raifed commuynibus
annis, for the firft- eighteen yearseafter the '

tniorn, fomethmg more than the fum of 9245

pounds fterling, as wnll appear by the fol-

;Iowmg computatlon, viz.
| One year’s ‘excife -on two-}{ﬁ. “
penny ale, as beforc ob-] "

o fervedyis =~ o 14639 o °

Dedu& th Dart .as” fo"ﬁ*’
" much - exeecdmg o., A

fhlllmcrs per barrel 11_7,'7}0';}.'1(5{ o,

R ] 22 ¥ Ltandoadte NS L6 a0 .
A ES

| Remams of the excxfe at. o
- two, ﬂnllmgs the barrel

A'nd twa, thirds of whxch si e
bemg ol year’s value of . R
. the. town’s duty, at,: one: TN EIE  To
{hlllmg‘ and. four. pcnce',‘i ERUEE
zfr barrel, amouuts to the "
fum of S

13868 Lo.:i_-u,@'_ | |

9245 I3 4
Now,‘

L]

. Now,. 1f thc fald fum of nine thoufand two

hundred and. forty-vﬁve pounds, be ¢onfidered

- as one ninth part of the value of all the two-
penny ale formerly brewed in Edinburgh in®

one year, the whole confumption, at that

‘rate, .muft ‘have: 'ani_(‘)m)t‘ed’; in value to the
fum: of - eighty three thanfand .two hundred
and five pounds Sterling in one year, “ pro--
~ ducing, at thlve thillings - per: batrel, oné

hundred thirty-ejght thoufand fix hundred
and feventy five barrels; or bolls of barley;

Areckomng two barrels' to the boll,. fixty

" ning thoufand three hundred and thlrty-fcveu
bolls and one_half of a boll. L
“SincE the above period, the confumptl-'

on of’ two-peany ale - has gradually fallen,

infomich; that at prefent, and many years
back, it is prcfumed the town’s duty of two

penmes Scots,  has: not raifed above half of -
L. 9245, 0r L. 462.2, 1os. if fo much; con-

| 'fequcntly the confumption of barley in Edin-

buxgh muft have funk from 69337% bolls,
to 346682 bolls, or juft to one half what was
formerly manuofactured into the artlcle of

- two-penny _ ale alone.  And herice, it will
_.not ' be dlfﬁcult to Judge how greatly both
N the pubhc revenue and landed mterePc muft be

c | aﬂ'e&ed

rupns

e e

R TN I L
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affe@ed by fo great a'reduion of the de-
mand for this .ﬁaplela‘rticle,: chiefly to be at=
tributeéd to- this: ’town’s‘dut}f“()f two pennies
Scots. upon the Scots pmt of two-penny ales.
:Bl]t,“ 5 - ‘ , :

T/?zrdly, | As 5333; bolls of barley, w111

- ’fupply an equal number of individnals, with.
~ the fame quantity. of ale, ‘as ‘6000 bolls did
- . before the. 1mpoﬁt10n of ‘the town’s dufy.3 -
thetefore, the demand for barley, and confe- |
Thiswill
apparently dlfcourage the mdu{’mous farnier; .
" and reduce the (tent of . land becaufe, (ac-

quently the price of it, ‘muft. fall.

‘ cordmg to the received maxim, that all taxes,
* laid upon the product of land, muft ultimate-
ly. términate. upot - it), that: portmn which:
“fupplies the fuppofed town with 53333 bolls

- of barley becomes: virtually loaded with an. |

extraordinary tax of ‘no lefs value than eight

- hundred pounds: Sterling per annumt : And if
we calculate how this L. 8oo will fall upon
" the acte of land, " it -will be found to: ‘take .
place in the followmg proportions, accord-.
ing to the different quality. of iit; that is to.-
- fay, if we fuppofe the land to be of that qua-.
-, lity-asto yleld {even bolls per-acre, the quan-
i 'uty of acres employed to cany 5333— bolls,. - -
. ~ s | Wﬂl'

‘twenty one fhillings every acre.
pofe fix bolls per acre, the number of acres -

RTINS

‘wﬂl be juft the feventh part of faid. number |

or nearly 762, and a tax of L. 800 falhng

' ‘:\-upon that number of acres approaches to.

If we fup-

- employed will be near 839 acres, or about h
cighteen thillings per acre. - If five bolls. per. -

aere, ‘the number . employed will be 10662,

- or about fifteen fhillings per acre.. If fom
bolls per acre, the number- employed will be_f
13335 ,' or twelve fhillings per' acre.
we fappofe 3% bolls (which may be leckoned'

“And if

the loweft quahty of arable land), -the num-
ber of acres employed to carry 53335 bolls

. will be about 15237, upon which quantlty',

of acres, “the tax of L. 8oo Sterling, becomes
aload of about ten fhillings and_ ﬁx_pence

“each acre. And'hence, it muft be obferved,
that upon the beft ‘land, or that fuppofed. to

earry feven bolls per acre, this tax or town’s

daty of two peniies Scots apon the Scots pint.

of two—penny a]e, rifes to a value rather ex-

ceeding . the rent; and by the time we ger

down to the loweft: quahty of arable, land,

oor that fuppofed to carry 3% bolls per acre,
‘the faid town’s duty amounts to three, or per-
) ,""haps four ,umeo‘the rent ; and 1 am perfuad— R
. . . B Cd ao
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©acre.
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' "ed it cannot be. {hewv, that the fair rent of
 anarable farm, confifting of this quahty of‘
land, can reach to three fhxllmos per: acre 3
: whereas the town’s-duty: of o penmcs Scots
| upon the Scots pint of two-penny ale, amounts

to no lefs than ten (hillings and ﬁx—pence per

Ir now we colle& a {hort view of thc con-
'fcquence», which follow upon the plan of in-
cludmg the duty of ‘two pennies - Scots' upon

the Scots, pint. of two-penny ale,  they appear
to be in:the firlt. place, That, allowing: the
fame quantity as formerly ftill to be brewed,

the confumption of barley muft decreafe.in pro-
portion as. 600o'is to 5333%.  That this de-

~ creafe muft neceffarily affect the duties of ex-
cife, difcourage the growth of barley, upon:

which the rents of Scotland greatly depend,

and lower the quality of two-penny ale to {o

great a dedl‘ee, that the poor labouring con=

‘ fUﬂ]CTb of it are prompted to have recourfe to
{pirits of the ‘moft pernicious and- cheapeft

kinds; and ‘burdens the land with an unfap-

i 'portable tax, certainly tending to injure trade
 and manufalure, aﬁd often to indulge whim

~and riot. ~And, in the {Léond plat:e; admit-
. tmcr What is certamly a faé’c that the -prin-

e o 'c1pa1'

o g

~ cipal caufc of the decreafe of the confumption
“of two-penny ale; is its being debafed ;- then
it {feems plam,\ that, :in: .whatever proportlon
that caufe fhé.ll 0pérate, in the famé degree of -
_proportion, muf’c all the abovc hurtful effects
‘ _flncreftfe._;.iy TC TS
- O the other hand were | bxewers pérmit-

o A

ted to add: the town’s duty of. two pennies

" Scots to the price of their, ale; and thereby
- be enabled to raife the q_uahty of it to the fame:
- ﬂrencth and goodnefa it mamtamed beforcj

faid duty was 1mpofed in that cafe, there

“could be no doubt, bit that a ‘much greater’

quantity, both of barley and ale, -would be

confumed than is at; prefent ;- confequcntly,
the duties of excife would advance, and the
| plodu(ihon of batley be lefs dlfcouragﬁd than
~ upon the other plan ‘but then, asa counter-
. balance, the land will ftill. remam 1mmoveably :
burdened w1th the value of the tax in queftion,
~ calculated toamount to eight hundred pounds
~Stexhng, upon every fix thoufand bolls of bar-
~ ley confumed, - or at the rate of thirty-two |
pence Sterling for every boll.  And, with .

refpet. to labourers ‘and ! manufa&urela,

their expence. of llvm confcclucntly théir
~ : wages,f :

.
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- wages, and -confequently the price of the
- manufactures they gcal in, muft be advanced.
To inftitute tenjble calculations, thewing
- -what effects thefc articles of addltlonal ex-
~“pence might produce upon trade and' manu-
- fa@ure, is a tafk extremely difficult, and
~much bcyond the reach of my fkill and ex-
' ?perlence, however, -accor ding -to - my idea
~ of this matter, it feems to be no unreafonablc |
~prefumption to fuppofe, that living and wa-
“oes might increafe, at leaft in proportion -to
- _-the value of the tax impofed ; and therefore,
. in this caf'e,‘m’ay‘\ be fixed to 'one.ninthfp’art.
~ Upon this principle then, let us.confider how
it Would‘operate'upon the bufinefs- of a ma-
“nufaéturer. of 1inch,~whc entertains . twenty
jotlrtlcynich;,‘ each (before the tax was impo-
- {ed) producing cloth annually to the value of
. fifty pounds Stérling, ‘ |
‘worth of linen in the whole, and each earn- |
Jing ten pounds Sterling wageS'," or one fifth
part of thc value of hlS labour in . the fame' |
“time. R
. 'Tur wages of tWentyjourneymcn‘A

or one thoufand pounds

~at 10 1. each per annuing, a-
,mounts to
' Camed over L 2oo ;

Brought 5

L. zoo

i R e

L '23"]];‘

G Broucht over- I. 200"
To Wthh if added for maﬁers |
hvmg, houfe-rent, pubhc bur-
dens, repairs of untenfils, &c., R
The maﬁer 5. yearly expcncc will - o
amount to the fum'of - L.avo’

To which, if we add one ninth part, or .
-~ thirty pounds Sterling, occdfioned by the tax,
" this will appear to fall -an ‘additional burden -
of three per cent. upon the above value of the
cloth- matiufactured ; and fo. much, at leaft,
muf’c the manufaé’curer raife. the price of it,
to enable him to carry on his bufinefs to the
fame advantage as formelly This tax then
' cannot fail to. give a fevere: check to trade :
“For, if our views are extended to exportatmn, 3
\ “anditbe conﬁdercd how. powexfullv an original- |
- dearnefs of Vthrcc per cent. muft operate upon -~
" _a commodity, which muft neceffarily pafs
through variety of hands, before, it reachesa -

foreign market ; that every -one in pafﬁng

“muft have his profits; and. that thefe pro--

fits advance progreflively alfo upon thc ori-
ginal dearnefs : it can hardly otherways- be

. concluded but that fuch accumulated exor-
L ~~ bitance

'
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N ‘,bltance would ab lenoth produce an cffe& e- -
o qual to aprohxbltlon ; ‘at leaff, there feems
' " 'to be no vifible’ way of kccpmg {o. clogged a
' channel of trade ‘open, but by landholders be-
" ing obliged to abate"in _thc former prices of -
their ‘wool, flax, hides, corn, &c. &c. And
‘thus it-is that the whole' lofs fuftained would
 inevitably and ultlmately rccur upon the

" ‘-landed intereft.: ) :

“AND upon the whole, in whatevel hght we

~ view this tax, which' feems' to: be. wantonlyf-
fpreading, itfelf to every obfcure. corner of ¢
- Scotland, it becomcs ‘matter of - furprife, - that °

gentlcmen m gcneral and land proprletors 1n-f

particular,” have not been more attentive to

‘prcvent the pwglefs of fo’ OIarmor an lmpaﬁ- -

tion; and were ouar repxefcntatxvcs in parha-r?'

ment (prevxouﬂy to their being eleé’ted) -

ftruéted with: regald to this, and fome -othier

kpmnts of police, I am. perfuaded fuch a mea=-+

fure would be produ&we of very falutary cf'- By "
fe&sm T S
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