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YEARS RESIDENCE * ~
v ra Wﬂ”’{ T
HUDSON’sBAY, .
| From 1433 t;i 1736, and 1744 to 1747
By JOSEPH ROBSON,

Late Surveyor and Supervifor of the Buildings tg.t'he
Hudfon’s-bay’ Company. =~
Containing a Variety of Facts, OBSERVATIONS, and

- DiscovErigs, tending to thew, - ,
‘B L Thevaft Importance of the Countries about Hupson’s-Bay
; to Great-Britain, on Account of the extenfive Improvements -
. that may be made there in many beneficial Articles -of Com-
} merce, particularly in the Fugrs .and in the Wrars' and
| _ SEar Frsuerips.. And, T
i

- IL -The interefted Views of the Hudfon’s bay Company; and
.~ the abfolute Neceflity of laying open the Trade, and making
it the Object of NaT1oNAL ENCOURAGEMENT, as the ‘only
Method of keeping it.out: of the Hands of the French.
To which is addedan - A PP EN D IX;" centaining, -+ - - -
! 3. A fhort Hiftory of the Difcovery of H}téfqg’g:baj{; and of the Proceedings -
of the Englith there fince the Grant. of 'the Hudfon’s-bay Charter : To-
gether with Remarks upon the Papers and Evidence, preduced by that Comy.
pany before the Committee of the Honguiable Houfe ‘of Commons, in the’
_Year 1749, ' e TR
I, An Eftimate of the Expence of building the Stone Fort, called Prince of

N

Wales’s-fort, at the entrance of Churchill-river.,
III. The Soundings of Nelfon-river. )
8 IV. A Suryey of the Qourfe of Nelfon-river.
. V. A Survey of Seal and Gillam’s Iflands, And, , o
B VL A ournal of the Winds and Tidgs a3 Churchill-river, for Part of the
| Years' 1746 and 1747. ‘ ‘ T . Pl
‘ ' The Whole illuftrated,

By 2 Draught of NeLsox and Haves’s Rivers; -a Draught
‘of CHURCHILL-RIVER; and Plans of York-rorT, dnd
Prince or WALEs’s FORT. : IR

_. LOoONDO N
Printed for J. 1 AYNE and J. BouqueT in Pater-Nofter-Row ; .

Mr. Kivcarp, at Edinburgh ; Mr. Barry, at Glafgow ;-
- and Mr. J. Smitu, at Dublin: : o
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The rehadér is déﬁfédl to cofré& the fqﬂyoxrv_iﬁg, Erifata, !OCGa‘ﬁand
‘ by the author’s diftance from the prefs.
o 1. 12. 16. 17 fpf"Hay 1'¢ad Hy. |
Pagezgz. ‘1. z1. for.eight read fix. B
- 27. 1. 17 and page 28. 1. 1y for Lllen vead Alfor. ..
; ‘.29. 1. 5 and 6 for lefs by twoe thirds than, vead lfs thaz
tawo thirds c{ S ' o . ,
- go. Note at the b(;ttom, for fig. 3 read fig. 1.
o. 1. z1. deleall SR S
3 32} ?; f:):r them, read a frog. 1. 12 and 13, for therm
B read it, and 1. 14. for they were, read it aas.
co. L. 2g and 30. for Cockapocko. vead Cockacapo. .
o 2411 9.’f01‘ "Pocathufko, vead Pockaracifco..

36 1. 24 and 5. dele, of many tans, and L. 27. for feal

Cfin. read fea-borfe fein. o .
67ﬁ zlff"' lrf?' af{ilrl'wabg; "ﬁd; knoww the country, and
68. 1. 10, for great, read greater. s
.. - APPENDIX
Page 12, 1 25. for ﬁéerat?? read : ﬁezred, o
T3 1 7 dele and, : o
15. 1 a6.and 29. for forz rgac} porty

- The Ricur HoNouRrasrs

Firft Lorp CoMMISSIONER

. Trapr and PrantaTions,

AV ” ou R Lordthip is the 1(m«a{ -
A ly perfon in the kingdom

- to whom I ought to dedicate the
following {heets. Iwas prompt-

a . ed
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ed to ertﬁ them by a ﬁ*@na de-
fire to ferve my native Country, |

and I ﬂatter myfelf that your
Lordﬂnp Wlll look into them ata

 letfure hour, and ﬁnd _at lea{’c
'fome amufement ﬁ‘om the fa@cs
though reprefented in a homely |

drefs | | |

THL opemng a new channel
for trade to a vaft country, a-
boundmo' Wlth mhabltants, and

Wlth many beneﬁcml articles of
commerce, isa work that hlghly |

merits the attentzon of our Wlfeﬂ:'
| and greateﬁ men.

~ THERE are furs my Lord |

o *on this lam‘e tra& of land
fufﬁczen‘t tO mpply all Europe -

-~

;Which yet are locked up by a
- , fem |

i)
few men, from the body of
the people of  Great Britam, |
though not ﬁom the F rench.
The poor mhabltants are clad n

the {kins of wild bmﬂo, thch‘ |

they part ‘with- freely for our
woollen and i 1ron manufa&ures," «

on fuch amazmg Jow terms, as

will fcazcely be - Credlted bY.
thofe . who have not taﬂ:ed of
the A{weets of the Hudfon 5=

| bay monoply

- WHALES and Varioﬁs other'if ‘
ﬁ{h are fo plenty in the Bay,

and in the mlets leadmo from

~ thence to the ‘weftern ocean,

that- the natlves CdtCh ‘more
than are neceﬂ'ary for then fub—-'

ﬁﬁence, Wlth their own. ﬁmplegf




coa‘mvaﬁces.
bounds with mines and MKHCIP

| '@IS§ and is alfo capabib of great |
| :mgmvemmf Ly cultivation j
and the dma‘te w1thm the
| ».iwumry is Very ha.bﬂabl@ If
the able

( v ) |
'The land a—

poor of the: cenw&s
were fent th1ther, with fuitable
ﬁncoumgemem

hc
YOUR Lordﬂmps Wlfe and

ﬁsady condu& fince you aP"‘
reared at the head of the board

of trade, has drawn up@n you

the eyes of every’ trader in the
nationy eveﬂ ’i:h@ ].OT\'VK.:& manu-

. fa;;;'m@*“s now fay, <« They are

K kappv

they would

ery feon become happy them-
felves and uufui to the pubw

1 3bundanﬂy cmvmced t‘mt they

€€ happy 5 ﬁnce H: ALIFAX prewf;‘
¢ fides: He knows the true in~.
ke tereﬁ of the nation, tnat 1t dc-. |
“ pends upon trade a;nd- manu-

« faltures; that we have now
% more rivals than ever; that

¢ navigation is our bulwark,

“ and colomcs our chief fup-.‘ |
. port; and that new channels -

“ of - trade fhould be mduﬁ“i-
“ oully opened therefore, he.

o vfurveys the whole globe in
¢ fearch of frefh inlets, where

“ our {hlps may enter and’

s traffic.” |
THESE are the fentlmenfis

that are umverfally entertamed

of your Lordfhip, and I am

are




(vi)
are ]uﬂc which makes me re-
joice in the prefent opportumty

©of profeﬂinv myfelf, with the

greateﬁ poﬁime refpe&: |

\ L

M b and

M ﬂ bzzméie Semmzz‘

o London, Apul T R O SN L ST S

~ Josern Rogson.

PREFA.CE

q FTER “having buen fix years in the

countries adjoining to. Hudfon’ s—Bay, up-_

~on my return to London I found that the mer-

cantile part of the nation thought it a matter
of the utmoft importance to put the trade to

 that place upon a different footing, by laying
it open to all the Britith merchants, and fetting

afide a' hurtful monopoly, granted only by
charter, and not confirmed by parliament but
for {feven years, which expu‘ed above fifty years
ago. .- |

IT was evident, that notW1th{’cand1nO' the ;
Hudfon’ s-—Bay Company had enJoyed the beneﬁts’
of an exclufive charter for near cighty years,
and had received no inter ruption to their pof-
feffion fince the peace of Utrecht, they had
not pmcured all the trade they mlght have
done ; having dealt in nothing confiderable but:
the Fur-trade, and - thro’ then parfimony on
one hand, ‘and exorbitancy on the gther, con-

~ fined even that to a very narrow channel; fo
~that the trade to thofe vaft' countries has been

ot ﬂnppmg

kept locked up, as if this kingdom wanted no
new vent for its. manufaé’cure% nor increafe tq

It qu cvxdent ﬂfo} that tho’ the
B S B Com« |




(2)

C ompé.ny had thus negleGted the 'in-lproveme_:mz
" of their own trade, and difcouraged a more

extenfive one by induftrioufly preventing people
from fettling about the Bay, ‘and improving the

lands and. fitheries there, they had not taken

care to check the incroachments of the French,

- who are daily increafing and extending their

Fur-trade within land to the {outh-weftward

2nd weftward of the bay, among the lakes and
near the fources of the feveral rivers upon which-
the Company have made fettlements. - The

chief trading cities and towns of Great Britain,
therefore, from a juft concern for their own

intereft and the intereft of their country, which’

are infeparably united, in the year 1749 peti-

tioned the parliament againft the Company’s

charter. = - o ~ SRR
" To fupport the allegations contained in thefe
petitions, feveral perfons were examined before
a4 committee of the honourable houfe of com-

mons appointed to enquire into the flate and con-

dition of the countries about Hudfow's-Bay, and
the trade carried on there. Of thefe I was one:
but for want of confidence, and an ability to
exprefs myfelf clearly, the account I then gave
was far ‘from being {o exa& and full as that
which I intended to have given. 'And, indeed,

it is impoflible, from all the accounts unitedy
to form a juft idea, either of the countries

about' Hudfon’s-Bay, - or the Company’s ma-

| 'ﬁagéiﬁeht'jbf the trade : ' T am acquainted with

feveral of the witnefles, and know that they

omitted upon their examination many impor-
R o tant

(3)

tant circuthftances which I had before. oftent

heard them relate ; which maft be attributed,

either to their confufion upon appearing. before’
fo awful an. affembly, or to their having a
dependance upon the Company, and an exs
petation of being employed again in their fers
vice. 1 will beg leave to give one inftance of -

 this deficiency :

- ARTHUR SLATER thate of one of the Compd-
ny’s floops in_the Bay, béing with Chriftopher -
Banifter, a witnefs; faid; that ¢« Longdon and"

“ Hay ought to be hanged for laying down; -
“ in a draught of 4 difcovery, places in Hud-
& fon’s-Bay which they never faw or knew
“ anything of”: #nd Binifter reprimanding
Hay for laying down thofe places upon con-
jeCture without having feen themr; Hay an-
{wered; ¢ Peugh, it fignifies nothing ; it will
¢ never be known”: but Banifter fdid no-
thing of this before the committee. I could
produce many more inftances of the fame
failure in point of evidence: but the reader
will eafily obferve the difference between that
which was produced before the orhmittee, as |
related in- their treport; and the account cons
tained in the following pages: o

Ow _the other hand the Company’s defencd
was made principally from journals and letters;
which could. not lie under the fame difadvan-
tages; and thofe produced, were only fuch as |
were calculated to fet their, affiirs and eonduck
in the moft favourable light..

B a2 Bring




e |
Being fenfible therefore, that the committee
had been amufed by partial reprefentations ;
that a much more extenfive trade may be

eftablifhed in Hudfon’s-Bay, both for pelts -

and furs; that there are great appearances of

valuable mines along the coaft; and thata pro-

fitable fithery for whales, {eals, &ec. might be
carried on by means of the natives at a {mall
expence ; confidering alfo,  the great f{pirit for
trade which appears in all the European na-
tions, and the obligations we are under upon

that account to: remove every thing that “ob-
firuds our owh trade and manufactures ; and -

being at the fame time convinced, that the
mifmanagement of ‘the Hudfon’s-Bay Com-

~pany in locking up thefe countries from Bri-

tain, in"noterttling'them, -and ~fending up
traders to the lakes and fources of the rivers
in the Bay, not anly gives the French an op-
portunity of taking off the very beft commo-

‘dities, but lays a foundation for their wrefting

the whole country from us upon the firft war;
a truth acknowledged even by the Company’s

principal officers: 1 fay, taking all thefe things
together, I thought myfelf indifpenfably obliged

to recover the truth out of that thick darknefs

in which it had been defignedly involved, ‘and |

fet it in the fulleft and cleareft light’ I was

able, by the publication -of - the following
Cfheets. o ST

= . . b_ . . . o .

1 know it has been induftrioufly propagated,
by a fet of felf-interefted men, that the coun-
tries adjoining to the Bay are incapable Olf) any

- ‘ enc-

(s5)

beneficial improvements ;- and that the feverity

of the climate renders them.unfit for human

creatures to inhabit. . The fame was once faid

~of Siberia : but Siberia, ‘which  begins to- be
better known than the moft cultivated parts of
‘Ruflia were a century ago, is found to be wa-
- tered with large navigable rivers, to have {pa-
~cious and fertile plains, and' many rich mines

of ' gold, filver, and other metals. Yet this
country, as it lies parallel with the more
northerly part of Hudfon’s-Bay, and is as it

- were the center of a much larger continent, is

feveral degrees colder than the countries weft-

northern countries are, they are proportionably

- colder, from the prevailing wefterly winds, in

the higher latitudes, " croffing ‘over large tracts

of land covered with fnow, whilft. the winds

which come from the ocean and open fea, are

this country was at firft thought little better
than immediate death: but by venturing to
make ufe of it for this purpofe, it was found to
be very habitable, its immenfe treafures were

pire was greatly extended and increafed. Let
us make the fame experiment with the coun-
tries about Hudfon’s-Bay ; either affign them
as a place of banifhment for our convids, or
fend thither properly furnithed a number "of

~men of capacity ‘and refolution, or do both;

<<<<

- and the fame, or better, I am perfuaded, will
be the effects, ol

s

~ward of the Bay; for _the farthéf;ea{’cerl-y‘,;all '

“milder and more temperate. Banithment to

- difcovered, and the power of the Ruffian em- -

‘Tue |




~ Tauz Company have for eighty years {lept

- at the edge of a frozen fea; they have fhewn
* no curiofity to penetrate - farther themfelves,
and have exerted all their art and power to

- cruth that {pirit in: others. They have kept
_the language of the natives, and all that might
~be gained by a familiar and friendly intercourfe

~ with thém, -as much as poffible, a fecret to
- their own fervants; and the invaluable trea-
~ fures of this extenfive country a profound fe-
‘cret to Great Britain.  But -there are not only
“bare {ymptoms, but confirmed accounts of
“many rich mines here; there are fine rivers
~yunning from and leading to the fouthward and
+ fouth-weftward, inviting the people to ‘go up
~and fee- what the countries afford : -and inter-

- preters -have gathered from the natives, that

- they have been in countries' where the rivers
run a contrary courfe to the rivers in: the Bay ;

~that fomeé have feen the fea and fhips on the

- other fide of the land- to the weftward ; that
 the people dwell in towns ; -that little fnow lies
. in that country * ; and’ that the French live
~and trade with them within the country at

the heads of thofe rivers that run down to the
- Englith factories, S T |

% Some of the Indians that come -to York-fort have

- :wondered to fee the fnow-fhoes 3 and upon being told to’

 what ufe they were applied, have anfwered, that as they
+ had but ' little fnow, they had no occafion for fuch helps.
" And a trader informed me, that having one day offered an
* Indian woman fome prunes to make up the defelts of a bad
.. commodity, fhe afked him‘ how he could offer-her fruit of
which fhe had %)Ienty in her own country,” -

I

cept the Company’s trade.

(7))

_1 had an opportunity during my refidence in

- Hudfon’s-Bay, to obtaln many accounts of the

country, dnd.the conduct of the Company ; by
which, and my own obfervations, the follow-
ing articles are confirmed to ,me as matiers of

L Tuat the HudfonS-BayCompany have

‘fhewn 1o concern for the improvement of their
trade, extending it but partially to the Furs,and
- totally neglecting the Mines and Fifheries.
- II. TuaT they believe a more extenfive

trade, and farther difcoveries inconfiftent with
their intereft; as an exclufive trade and valu-
able - difcoveries might alarm the people of
Great Britain, and engage them in {chemes to
lay the trade open and fettle the countries. -

. III. TuAT in confequence of this narrow
{pirit of felf-intereft, the French ‘have been
‘encouraged to travel many hundred miles over
land from Canada, and up many rivers that
- have great water-falls, in order to make. trad-
ing fettlements;; and that they carry on a

friendly intercourfe with the natives at the

"heads of moft of our rivers 'vve'{’c‘ward of the

Bay, even as far as Churchill-river, and inter-

‘

"IV. TuaT there are fine imprbvea‘blé laﬁndls

'up' tl?ge rivers in the Bay ; and no Britifh fettle-

ments, or colonies, made or attempted to be

V. TuAT it is very practicable to navigate

made there.

‘the rivers and lakes, and {fettle colonies upon
them, which might be comfortably fubfifted -

B 4 by




(8)

by tlllage and paﬁurage, to the great 1mprove«

“ment of the trade of the country, and the-

confumption of Britith manufaGtures.

" VI TuaT the feveral tribes of natives hin-
der each other, by their wars, from hunting
to advantage, and coming to the Englith facto-

ries: whereas, |if the Engh{h ‘had fettlements -
among them, ‘and took pains to civilize and |

endear them, they would apply themfelves to

~hunting in the proper feafons, and bring ail

their Furs to the Englith factories; which

" would put an effeGual frop to the mcroach»a

‘ments of the French.

VIL. TraT there are the f’cronge{’c {ymp-
toms, and even confirmed accounts of valuable
mines about the Bay.
~ VIIL. THAT a very ploﬁtable ﬁﬁhf‘ly mlgh"
be eftablithed in the Bay and Straits for Whales
and Seals, by means of the Eﬂumm‘{ and
other natives,

IX. TuaT itis pmé‘txmble in tWo fummers,

| ,and with very little expence, to determine the
reahty of a north-weft paffage. And,

X. Tuat the laying open ‘the trade of
Hudfon’ S-Bay, and making it the objet of

national encouragement, is the only method -

left of keeping both the trade and thc country
out of the hands of the French.

- Aryr thefe partxculaxs I have endeavo uwd to

fet in the cleareft light; and I havc to the beft

‘of my | Lnowledcre kept W'ch*n tne bcunds of
;‘tt uth. :

""A’N |
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ACCOUNT

SIX Years RESIDENCE
“1 N

HUDSON’SB/!T

N the year 1733 1 embarked on board
the Mary -frigate, ~commanded by captam
R George Spurrell bound for Churchill-river in
Hudfon’s-Bay. We failed from Gravefend the

~36th of May, . put into ‘Tinmouth the 24th,
jtouched at Carffown in the Orkneys the 7th of
June, and aI'I‘IVCd at Churchill-river the 3d of

Auguit.

1 was ordered dlreé‘rly to Eﬂqmaux-pomt at

“the entrance of the river, where I found feveral per-
fons employed in laying the foundation of a ftone-

fort. The principal workman was an old man,
who "had been a labourer to
and knew nothing of the
theory of building; and the perfon whom the go-
vernor had appointed overfeer, was one Thomas

_Giddins, formerly a common foldier, but lately a

hofier near London, who failing in his bufinefs,

~was taken into the Company’s fervice and fent to
‘ Church111 nver, t

mon fervant

not as -a tradefman, but as a com-
Under fuch influence was the build-

mg '




( 10)

.ing carried on, as if it had been the firft attempted
to be made by the nation to whom it belonged.

. .In thefe circumftances it was natural to con-
. clude, that the governor would be pleafed to " find
a man capable of conducting the building pro-
perly ; and accordingly 1 ventured to interfere in
- the diretion. Byt upon the governor’s firft vifit,
who, as itwas the feafon for the coming in of the thip

from England, was obliged to_refide chiefly at the

old fadory five miles diftant, I found myfelf egre-
gioufly miftaken, He fhook his horfewhip at me,
and aﬂ<_ed,~ ‘Who' made me a dire@or over thefe

"men ? But notwithftanding this difcouraging check,

- 1 ftill applied diligently to the work ; for I was

young and fond' of thewing - my abilities, and was

befides much grieved to fee a building of fuch con-

- fequence - ryined  thyo’ ignorance and want of
care.. o . R

. Tur next time the governpor came, he offered

me a dram, and told me I muft do nothing with-
out firft acquainting him. But as helived at fo
great a diftance, I thought it wrong tq retard the
~work - by.fending to him for inftructions. which I
knew he was incapable of giving; for he was an
abfolute ftranger to the rules of ‘building, -having
_been brought upfrom a boy in Hudlon’s-Bay,
where nothing is to be learned but the language
~and manners of the natives, and-the methods of
‘trading with them. ' C -

Tuz. {tones we made ufe of : beir_ig,o,f' - the

_pebble kind, could only be hammered into fhape. -

“The choofing out thofe which were moft proper
. for. the purpofe was the firft ftep, the laying them

_near the place where they would be wanted the

“next, .and the fixing them to the beft-advantage, and

" with leaft hammering, was the third and principal.

_The fecond only was the province of our overleer,
~who in every thing elfe acted under my diretion as

““mafon:

|
i
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~the mouth of a creek.
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:mafon : .and being pigucd at receiving-orders from
4 ftranger, who, perhaps, examined too narrowl
and reproved too freely for his intereft, he took
every _opportunity of fecretly. oppofing my plan,
and “often ordered - the  labourers.to lay the ftones
down wrong.. . This retarded the work exceedingly ;
for I was. determined to, rectify all miftakes, whe-
‘ther they proceeded from ignorance or malice. In-
deed after I left the country the building proceeded
in the old way, without any ufeful guidance or in-
{pection ; and every error paft uncorrected. This
was evident upon my return in 1746; for part of
that which they conduéted had tumbled, and
much more of it bulged: and I am convinced
“that if the canhon upon the rampart had been
“Joaded and fired for fervice, much of it ‘muft have.
fallen upon the firft or fecond difcharge. -~
. Wz left off building in the beginning of Sep-
tember, 'and repaired to the old faftory five miles
up the river; and when winter fet in, the fervants
were ordered abroad to their feveral - works, fome
to fith, others to the woods, and fome to hunt and
trap. The fithers go up to the lakes, as well as
up the rivers. There are fome particular places,
where fith are only to be caught when the river is
frozen over, as .at the foot of a deep-ftream, or
; ‘They fometimes make
large openings in the ice, where they angle with a
hook and line, and catch falmon, pike,. mothy,
titemag, &c. Sometimes they. cut feveral {mall
holes in a right line, at fuch diftances as they
can pafs aline at the end of a ftick, from hole to
hole, and hawl a net through under the ice; but in
the beginning of winter when the ice is not very
thick, they cut a larger opening, and fet nets. By
fome of thefe methods fith are taken. ’till after
Chriftmas. . . L e
S S 0 TaosE
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- THOSE that are fent to the wosds, cut dowm
trees, or fquare the timber that was cut down the

former winter, or faw it into planks; and after

Chriftmas hawl it upon fleds to the river fide,’ fet-
ting it up near the fire wood thatis ‘intended to
be rafted to the factory in the fummer. "
" Tue. hunters and " trappers fhoot partridges,

- pheafants,” and other game for the fubfiftence of .

the fadory; and fet traps in their walks made of
fmall ftakes, anda pretty large log, that falls up=
‘on ermines, martins, foxes, or any beaft that hap-
pens to take the bait. ~ They are obliged to carry
all the furs they get to the factory, to be fent home
in‘the Company’s cargo, -for which they are al-
Jowed the half of what they produce, at the Com-
pany’s fale; but.I know by experience; that this
of late has turned to very little account. In this
manner we fpend the autumn and-winter.: We
had brought over in the fhip a bull; four heifers,
two oxen, and a horfe; there was an Orkney bull
and cow there before : fome of the ‘heifers after-

wards calved, and I think with care they -‘would

| ‘?aﬁrc:inéfeafed and done well; tho’ this . place is

in 59 deg. and the moft northerly fertlement’in
the Bay. ST
In the fpring 1734, all hands were employed

to hawl down neceffaries on a 'large fled upon the .

ice, and to prepare materials for the building a=
gainft the weather would permit us to work. ~ By
this time 1 difcovered in what manner affairs were
managed in the Bay, having contrafted an inti-
“macy with the furgeon, who had lived in the coun-
try three years. S

As the wind fuffered very little fnow to lie on

the hill where the fort was to be erefted, upon the

firft thaw 1 began to examine whether it was
“laid out conformably to the “plan ; but finding 1t

very ill executed; Ialtered the piquets, and vhz;‘d

(13) ,
the foundation dug afreth; and the goverhot
feemed pleafed, and fecretly offered me fuch tri-

fling favours as they beftow upon the Indians.

‘We contended, however, about many points ; ‘and
with fome difficulty I obtained mortar, which tho®.
not very good was yet better- than none. . I was
follicitous for the perfection of -the building, and.
therefore oppofed every ftep which I-thought not
calculated "to anfwer the end; while he, on the
contrary, feemed more defirous to have muc
work done, than to have it well done.: - -
As foon as the fecond fummer was over, and-
we were fettled again ‘in our winter quarters at. the
old factory, the governor fent for ‘me to inftruct
him in dialling, - I had the preceding winter taught
him numbers and drawing, for which he paid me

~ at the rate they pay the Indians for their furs, with

a dram now and then, which I refufed almoft as

often - as it was offered. “But the indignity he put.

upon me at my firft arrival, the difputes that con-
tinually fubfifted between us in relation to the build-
ing, the tyranny of his temper, and the poverty of
his underftanding, had at length created in me fuch
a diflike of the man and his converfation, that I
now refufed to be with him. This he refented
highly, and ordered me out to hawl the fled, and
do other drudgeries of a common fervant. I
obeyed his capricious commands with - {eeming
chearfulnefs, becaufe I would not give him any

‘pretence for complaining to the Company : but my

‘mind was fo embittered and deprefled by this treat-
ment, that in the fummer 1735, 1 was unable

" to carry on the building with any fpirit. This
‘he perceived ; and “being bent upon a voyage to.
‘England when the fhips returned,’ and {o well:con-

vinced of the incapacity of the other workmen, as

not to be willing to leave the building to their ma-.

nagement;- he endeavoured to footh me by promifes
B : ) | of




of favour, which,.ds I knew the mdn, I did not
_tely ons:-however, “as: he made fome conceflions

“which I'thought Ihad.a right to expe@, I affured .
him.I would exert all-my fkill and care in direting
the: building while- I ftaid; but that I' was deter-

mined' to go home at. the expiration of the time
Afpc’(.:lﬁed'ln! my contract. And accordingly I gave
notice of my: refolution to the Company by a letter

in which I could not help complaining of the go- -
vernor’s: Behaviour to me, and remonftrating that

the fort would be fpoiled if it was left to his ma-
nagement. - Soon after this he embarked for Engs
land ;. and at. his return next year, 1736, we learnt

~ that he had given the Company. fuch a favourable |

reprefentation of his conduét “as. to. procure very

high - commendations, . clofed with a promife of
~ an advanced falaty of 20Z per ann: for five years; :
if he would ufe all his application to expedite the

building of the fort. = The bringing this to a
{peedy conclufion, was the point that engrofied all

their attention, and the encouragement was well =

adapted to that.end ; but; taking the governor’s
want of fkill into the account, it was no lefs calcu-

lated to render the building totally ufelefs, "What

was the real efe&, the reader will fee in the courfe

of this work, for whofe fatisfaction I have inferted -

in tHe appendix an eftimate of the expence the
Company have been at in ruining this fort.

"~ ArTER three.years of vexation and almoft in-
effe@ual labour; [ left the people at the Bay to

purfue their own meafures, and fet fail for Londons -

where I had no fooner arrived than I went to pay
my refpects to the Company. But inftead -of tak-
ing notice of my fervices, they did not even afk.
" me. a fingle queftion about the fort, but treated

me as a troublefome and refractory fellow. = For~

this T am fenfible I was indebted to the governor, |
who had fo grofly impofed upon them .inevery
o > ‘ refpect,

s
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refpect, that they afled a mafon who was going
over-in their fervice whether a wall built with or -

without mortar was the ﬁrongeﬁ; ,3?1&:" bythe )
event they were made to believe the latter, as no

mortar was ufed for the fort after I left the coun-"

lieved that the Company was averfe to the making

d_'ifco'Ve_ries,'I could ‘ not. for forne time hélp con-
troverting an opinion that charged them with fo

much weaknefs and inattention to, their interefts

but 1 was obliged at laft to fubmit to the’ evidence

of fadts, among a variety of ‘Whicﬁ they told fie

the following :

" GOVERNOR Kﬁig’bt'éhd i:‘aiptaiﬁ Barlow bemg

well affured that there were rich mines to the -
northward, from the accounts ‘of the Indians  of
thofe pafts.thhadjbrought forne of the ore to
“the fatory, they were bent upon imaking the dif-

covery ; and the governor faid he knew the way to
the place as well ds.to his bedfide. Whern they re<

turned to England, therefore, they importuned the

Company to fit them out 2 fhip and floop to go i’

queft of thefe mines ; but meeting with no encou- -
ragement, they told the Company, with a becom-

‘ing fpirit, that if zbey did not chufe to equip them for

this [ervice, they would apply to thofe that ‘would do

it chearfully.  Upon this the Company complied 5
and they fet out upon the expedition, but were
unhappily loft in the Bay. 0.
this affured me, that fome of the Company. faid.

“upon this occafion, ' that they did not value the lofs

of the fbip and floop: as'long as they were rid of thofe.

troublefome mens and that it was fome time aftery

that they fent Scraggs to the northward to difcover

if they or any of the crew were alive.. My infor-

~ mants ‘could not mention this circumftance without
indignation 5 and juftly obferved, “that as it was’
o : poflible -

TroucH every intelligent man in the Bay bes

Thofe who told me’

T
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poffible thefe unhappy fufferers ‘might have. got
fafely to land, where they could - have .fupported
themfelves with the thip’s provifions, - the fendinga

floop dire@ly in fearch of them might "have

faved their lives. . e e T
" Tus fettlements which the French had made

‘about the Bay were alfo a fubject of difcourfe’
among the fervants: but as no. notice was then

taken of the French being at the head of Nelfon-

tiver, as there is now, it is probable, that they

“have puthed on' to Nelfon-river fince that time ;
~and they will extend their fettlements ’till we have
not the power of diflodging them, if fome {peedy
“methods are not taken to prevent it. . The Com-
pany had done many things, they obferved, par-

ticularly the fending a floop to Whale-cove, to- -

quiet ‘the importunities of a gentleman in. Lishdon

who had charged the Company with being afleep..

 Sir Biby Lake indeed, they added, had clofetted

this gentleman, and endeavoured to remove the

charge ; but they were of opinion it was too juftly
founded, or they would not tamely fuffer the
French to make fuch dangerous encroachments. -

It was then the general opinion of the fervants |

at the Bay, that the Company.thought the difco-

very of a north-weft paffage inconfiftent with their
intereft ; and accordingly all who have attempted
the making this difcovery are ‘confidéred by the
fervants as the Company’s worft ‘enemiés.  While
T was in the Bay, the Churchill-floop went. twice
~or thrice to York-fort, and I heard much  about
" Whale-cove and the floop’s having been there ; par-

ticularly, that the floop. having once a. hawfer

faftened round a large ftone on the thore at low-
water mark, about high water a ‘black’ whale got
foul of the hawfer, forced it from the ftones, and

“towed the floop to fea. Many things were alfo

“told about the natives atWhale-cove,and of Scragg’s

- {loop -

| (7)) o
floop that was fent-after Knight dnd Barlow: bue
in all the difcourfes about thefe: and other expedi-
tions,, there,wasino niention of ;the Company’s ‘in-
clination. to. difcover a north-weft paflage, nor of
any attempt that they had ever madé for that purs
pre. ‘ SRy ‘,;” SRS O , PRI Caepid
- To. converfewith. an Indianis a. greaticrime,
but to,trade with:hin for a, fkin is capital, and pu-

nithed by.a forfeiture.of all wages.: 1f a fervant is -

cuilty of theft,-or.any aét that: would ‘be: deemed

grofs felony by the ‘laws of:England, and fubjedt

him: to capitalipunifhment, .the governon enly
whiips him, and aftevwards fends him home to-be
profecuted by the Cormpany v but from: 4 miftaken
lenity, . or. for fonle fecreg reafons, they proceed: 1o

Tfarther, than a; quiet difmiffien. from ‘their fervice.

There are inftances of this within my own know=-

Jedge, and, I.never heard of ‘a fingle one: toi'the
contrary. : But.men, are generallytenacious of their

own ititerefts, and if they are.svorthy members of
the ‘community, . muft; thrink:at admitting into
it .ene whom. they know,to be avillaif, and fuffer-
ing him-to live at.large. when the Jaw has put.itin
their power: to,cut him. off, or at leaft to  ftigma-

tize him: with ‘marks of public. infamy. . The natu-

* ral conclufion, therefore, is, that the Company are.
~unwilling;to try.the iffue-0

f a legal procefs, left by

any, accidental: mention of their tranfactions in the

TB?};;", T_tbeiir‘vﬂml(e_ conduét thould :be too nicely {cru-

‘amined and fet afide.

- Many otherimportant obfervations were made by

tinjzed, and their right to anexclufive trade ex- -

_me during my. firft abode in this country, and many
well-attefled accounts given me by the Company’s
fervants ;. but as  they will be more fuitably. con-

ne@ed. with. what happened to me in the time of my

fecond, refidence there, 1 have cholen to incorporate

P B +
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thiem With the relation of th'ofe"éVeritS‘;~ which Ifhall |
entersupon immediately,. o e

- In'thie year 17441 embarked-aboatd: ‘the pririce
Rupert, George Spurtel commander; : bétind firft td
‘Glhurehill-river, -and - aftérwards to-York-fore.. 1
lived with the captain upon very good terms, ‘and
' converféd-frecly with'himabout the affairs of the

Iudfon’s-Bay - Company. - Speaking’ oneday’ 6f
thé news éﬁoczatidngﬁi St {-nding fhips to the'Bay for
the difeovery of ‘a north-weft paffage, he’ told me;

that' it 'was his: _‘Q‘pihiqr‘x the { Cothpany would not -

have entertained: me -2 fecond time; if it ‘had not

been' to keep me: from Mr. Dobbs: - I’ replied, T :

was  not fenfible ‘that I could be of anyfervice to
thofe gentlemer. . Yes, rejoined he, ‘you know the

_nature: of the country; and how' to ‘lay' down 2
Bortr it o LR R Db R e

~Fue French fett

i

Iéliﬁehts swere alfo .2 ‘.ﬁibje&?é?

~ out-converfation ; .upon’ which occafion I exprefied

my furprize, that the Company'did nog fernd Englifh-
men up-the rivers'to éncourage: and -endear-the na-
tivesy and by: that means put: a-ftop’to ‘the pro-
grefs of the Freichi~ The -eaptain” admitted ‘the

“expedieney’ of firch a ftepy but urgedtlichazards

an Englithman was expofed  to, “aid ‘the’ hardfhips

_he muft fuffer, in’going up the rivers’ with goods.

To this I an{wered, that'the French ‘cafne many
~ hundred ‘miles over land from' Canada, carrying

goods at  cheir backs, and furmounting every diffi-

culty, ’till ‘they penefrated: to ‘the vety fources of
thofe rivers upon which we might carryup all the

conveniences both: qu fubfiftencé’ and ‘traffic with.
tierle hazard and lefs totl.” So far from controvert-
ing  this, ‘he faid, that he' believed ‘the- French:

would have all the ceuntry in another century 7" To

which I'could not help iininediately replying,. that

fuch an alienation could ‘only be effeéted thro™ the

remiflnefs of the Englith. In all that pafled be-
= ’ T : : tween

(19 )

tween us: upon this fubje, I did not hear a fingle

reafon that in any _tolet"ablc-ma;nner accounted for-
the Company’s conduét. - - . : ‘

- Tur ftone-fort at Churchilv-_l-rivevr‘ ‘Was once men-f
-tioned 3 and the captain informed me, that it was

very badly executed after 1 left it; for {fome parts,

had fallen, which were obliged to be rebuile; and

others were ready. to fallt. but that which 1 had

‘conducted, . he faid, fltood firm, .and he .believed,
would.continue to ftand. . 1 was willing to difcover.

the trué caufe of this mifmanagement, and, there~

fore, faid, that I greatly wondered the Company.
did not take more care of abuilding of fuch im-
portance. - Bur I {oon: perceived that ‘the fubject

was too tender to dwell upon s for ‘the captain an-
fwered” me with great referve. He faid enoughy

however, to'convince me, that the Company had
not the well-building of . the {ort. at heart, but de-
fired the name more than the thing itfelf, which-
they might furely have purchafed at a much cheaper

rate. - 1 hope I fhall not lofe the good opinion: of

the - reader, "by ‘mentioning ‘thefe things, - which-

would not have c¢fcaped me, if 1 did not think that

the making known every teflimony I could procure:
in confirmation of thefe fa&s tended to the good of
my country, my obligations. to promote which fu-
perfede the rights of private converfation, if they
are not made facred by a promife of fecrecy. .= .
. Orr Cape-farewell we difcovered feveral fail of
thips, and gave chace to -a.veflel larger thanthe
reft, (for we were fourin company) which afterwards

proved to be a Dutchman.: When we were got near.
the Savage-Iflands in Hudfon’s-ftraits, .the Efki--
maux for feveral days came off to us in great num- -
bers, and gave us, in exchange for -whatever. we.
thought fit to offer them, whalebone, fea-horfe-
teeth, feal-fkins, furs, and even the apparel they

had on. A few days after we thought -we had-

dif-




-amine it ; but I heard our ¢
were not permitted to fend a boat afliore ‘in the

~ captain expefted miore Efkimaux ; but none ap- -

{20)

difcovered a commodious harbour,- and a confulta- -
fion ‘was propofed about fending off boats to ex-

captain declare, that they
ftraits upon -any account. ~ At Cape-Diggs the

pearing, he conje€tured that the Indians from the

“eaft-main had cut them off.” Here two boats were

- ordered afhore to look for a harbour, and found a

‘good-ene.: “When we had run almoft dcrofs the
Bay, and were got near fome banks to the north-

“ward - of Churchill-river, the ‘captain exprefled his
~ regret  that:they were net tried “for cod ;- for it

feemed highly probable to him, he faid, that there

~was almoft as many- to’ be taken there as at New-

foundland. However, he did not ftay to make
the experiment, but made the beft of his way for

~Churchill-tiver, where we arrived foon after. *
" I.went athore immediately, for 1 was impatient

to fee the fort; and at the firflt view the effe@ts of
‘the extraordinary falary allowed  the governor for

" expedition, - were eafily perceived. Inftead of a

* detenfible” fort capable of “refifting the force of an
enemy, it had in many places yielded toits own |

“weaknefs and- the attacks of wind and weather ;

“and was not only unworthy of the name by which

it was diftinguithed, but even of the perfens’ at

whofe coft it was built. I “haftened back to the

fh}ip,’-g’r’ieved to fee fo-excellent a plan {poiled 5

‘and convinced, that for the fame money as was

- expended upon this fort, though far fhort of the
~fum of thirty or- forty thoufand pounds,, ‘at which
“it''was rated by a gentleman -before the houfe of

“‘commons, upon a very wrong information-given

~ “him by fome of the Company,” whe 'could have

“expended no ‘more than eight thoufand pounds*;3

¢ % Sec the cflimate;: APPENDIX, No. IL.
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1 fay, that even for fo finall a.fum, a good fort
might have been ‘erefted, capable of fecuring the

fubjeéts and the trade. of Britain fromthe attacks

and incroachments of | her worft enemies.. ...~
"Wk failed out of Churchill-river, and. {oon. ar-

rived “at York-fort upon Hayes’s-river, . where. the

“fhip was to deliver her cargo and take in another.
After her departure for England, I applied myfelf
to the fetting up beacons in order to make-a chart

of the river. The governor, who had refided in
the country twenty years, was. perfect mafter. of

the . traditional hiftory of it, reven from.the firft

 fettlement of the Englifh; and being a free and

communicative man, he ufed frequently to entertain

_us with :a- regular. account of all the principal
“events and difcoveries’s to which the linguifts fel-
‘dom" failed toadd the information. they ‘had ga-
thered from -the natives... By their mieans -1 foon .

obtained a general knowledge. of the-country, as

_wellinlanid as upon the coafts. - oo
. Waen. the feafon approached for going abroad,
1 mentioned to-the governor -a defign I had long

entertained of travelling up the country, not only
Yo confitm what I had heard, - but:-to make.new

difcoveries. ‘This brought on difmal talés of the -
difficulties to be encountered in fuch an expedition:.
and when I talked of : going up -the rivers, I was

told of ftupendous heaps of ice and-dreadful watet-
" falls; which would ‘not’ only obftruét my paflage,
but endanger my life.! To. confirm ‘this he faid,

that governor Maclifh; “in .company-with ‘him -and.
‘onie of two more, once attempteéd:.to:go. alittle way

up Nelfon-river to: look. for. timber, . in: order-to

* build a faGory ;- that- when they had croffed :the
ifland; they found fuch heaps: of ice in:the river,
that they -were: difcouraged . from prpcee&ingiarry

higher : * the. governor, - therefore, returned;  fay--
ing ‘it was fo fatiguing and dangerous; - that, he
P o C 3 | - would
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~would venture no farther; and that if they went

as high as he intended, they might perhaps meet :

.with no timber.  He added other accounts to in-
timidate me, and drive me from my. purpofe s and
the reft of .the people alfo, of whom I did not fail
.to enquire, . related exaétly the. fame ftories:
.could not find that a fingle man among ‘them told
“thefe things: from his own. experience, ‘but. only
from the reports of others, which, as they might
have a weaker foundation the higher they were

tiaced, I refolved not-to credit, but to be de-

' termined folely by the evidence of my own fenfes.
"Accordingly, I acquainted the governor,:. that-
.with . his permiffion I would fet out immediately
for Nelfon-river, which I had a ftrong ‘inclination
-to. go up,  He gave me his  confent rindeed, but

-with fuch evident marks of difpleafure, that tho’
a guideds always fentout with 2. {tranger’ even to
. the, moft- trifling diftance; left by: the weather’s
proving hazy. he fhould: be! loft ;. and tho’it was
eight miles from York-fort to Nelfod-river;" thro’
“woods and plains where:I had: never. ‘been 3 +1-was
‘fuffered: to-go -alone expofed to all hazards ::how-
~ever-1 found:the way, and gor-home -again fafe
and welll o Do o T
. That-part of ‘the river.where T took iy fir

view appeared to be about four miles broads; The
“jee was then:driving about in- great quantities, ~and
.the weather was very thick and fnowy. This form-
.ed a dreadful profpect,and had fuch aneffect upon
 imve,:that! T could not help feeling fome imprefiion

- from the' ftories: -1 had heard; which perhaps my
:being; alorie .and" & ftranger,’ did not:a little.con-~
“tributel to ftrengthen : -1 therefore relinquithed my
fisft:defign, and contentéd myfelfithe remainder of |
wthat winter with making a chart of . Hayes’s- river..
-Pring this-employment, 1 learnt that Nelfon and
s Hayes's-rivers were but differentibranches of the

ceche T e e - fame
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{ame river, which divided about one hundred miles”

. above York-fort, forming an ifland betwixt them.'

The greater part of the natives that trade at York-"
fort, 1 was told, came down the ‘branch called’

Hayes’s-river ; it’ being reckoned by them much

the  fhorter -way, and not fo wide and ‘dangerous as:

.Nelfon-branch. " But upon examining the inter-’
preters more clofely, they could not make itappear,”

~ that the natives found much greater difficulties in

coming down or going up the one than the other;
and the only fubftantial reafon 1 could find for the:
preference, was, thatas York-fort lay upon Hayes’s*
river, and Nelfon-river was very ‘broad below,’
they ‘could not bring their furs round by fea below
the point of the ifland which divides the branches,
without great danger, nor conveniently carry them

by land: acrofs the ifland. But with regard to th‘c""
difficulties’ of ' navigating the different branches,
which were fo magnified on the Nelfon fide, I ar-
gued thus : They beth proceed from the fame level
of water at the head of the ifland, “one hundred’
miles above the faltory ; and at the feaareagain up-
on'an equal levels. if then there were greater falis
or fharps upon Nelfon-river (as they allow it was
longer in its courfe) than upon Hayes’s-river, there

muft be more upon Hayes’s-river s “and the dif=
P Y : :

“tances betwixt fall and fall u‘pon/ Nelfon, muflt bé
greater and the w e ]
Hayes’s-river; as a fall of three feet in ten, muft
be twice as fharp as a fall of three feet in twenty ;
therefore T concluded, that there was as good going

‘waters more level, than upon

'up and down Nelfon-river as Hayes’s-river; which

‘npon examination I afterwards found true.. -
In the year 1744, on occafion of a French war,
‘the Company thought it expedient to winter the

Sea-horfe frigate, ~captain Towler, in’ the Bay.
‘He accordingly wintéred in' Churchill-river'; but
- “as foon as theriver was 'open, and the ice was cleared

C 4 from

R N




(124 )

. from the {hore, he failed fmm thence . to Hayes's:.

river, to be. ready upon the ?pproach of any of the
enemy ’s. fh;ps, ‘to. take up. “the. buoys and: bcacons,
and run. up a-breaft of . the ucLorjy In this inter-.
va.l of lemue, Lapt m Fowler prgvalled with the
governor to lend him the fu@fory s Jong boat, that
he and 1 mmht found "\I Ifon-river ; for it was then
rorally. unknown to the Company $ fexvants* whe-
ther a- fhxp could go in or out: a point fuu,ly well
worth.. detelmmmg? as t the fh;ps, which always .ie
in five-fathom-hole, the entrance of which is very
bad," mhr, be fecure of a retreat in cale of danger
" ihom ﬂoxms Or. an.enemy, - Accordmoly, .on the
15th July, 1745, we left d‘ _thip- in five-fathom-
hole to go upon this u:yemuon s and a Joumal of
the foundmcrq and the ceurfbs of Lhc river is Pxdd{id
in. thx, appendm SRR '
- WHEN we entered: t‘ e rxvc‘ ’s mouth, it b1°
frefh gul y
a fog that ‘we could . not fee. the fhore pn either
fide. ., We had. now a rough ff:a, and only. three
{eer wat ter, apd if. the: bpdt had ftruck: and filled
here WE . muft ; dnevi itably have ocw{hcc, ; for in. W
calts more of the line, . meh the man. caft .as
',quuk as. hc ﬁ:mﬂ we, fQunrl ourfelves. in eight
hthom water, W hu) the fog blew oHt' fuﬁicmmly
to let us fec the fhore on- both {ides, .we fteered up
the river along the north fhore, - and'pafled Seal
ifland, beyond which we met a ftropg ftream, but
havmor a fair wmd we ﬁdzicd up - till we found
fmooth water ~ Soon after we retu mf:d and pitched
our tent; upor; a- fine. gxavel y. point. of Gillam’s
ifland, where our - boat lay very fafely aU night, - |
Tuz next day .we made obfervations upon the
~ gﬂandsg and along o the. banxs ; but in all our fearches
" no figns could- bp difcovered of t*.ev‘ having ever
‘.-ighen a fettlemem ypon, ;ius river. I went up mych
_ g‘; ghcv r;han the. (#,Qm;lany wguld h’m; fixed a
m&or”

and. foon . after there came on fo thxck ’

 they donot: decay faflyinl this ¢ountry.”

i fhapc and colour hl@ a ¢annon ball 5

| Faory,af. onP may- _}L’Ld0¢ from their-factories up=:.
. on other-¥iversy and.:the trees all the way: were of
full:fize:and growing ‘néar the edgeon both. fides,:
withoutra fingle. ftumpamong themy: of:the leaft: -
token:. of . any" havmc'ever been cut down: ‘buts .
where there is a fcctlement, aigreat quantity of wood:
is.-cut down®'in one year’s timhe, :and that:is taken?
which is neareft and:tosbe:got with eaft laboury
Indeed when I+ was up thisiriver in the winter; I+
found " in ‘& creck ‘on theinorthfide, a little:way-a~: -
bove Gillam’s ifland, - two or ‘three- frumps-of “large:
trees 3 “but 1. immediately vconje€tured;, thit “they!
muft have been cut: down many: years“‘ago by .per<
~ fons who ' had accldentally ctented in>that creek ;

for the: ﬂu\mps wereﬁvery& *bldrand- deCafyed and

any:of:” the Cémpany?s’ fhips had ever pone up this:
river,_the éntrance] of it could’ not -have:been‘iin-

known ire 1445 < neither-would:they- hdve left it to -

fettle “uponiEiayes’s-river,; where they hada fettle-'

- mentabovefixty years agot ‘when. the French took;
pofleffionof it, and gave thé:name of Fort Bourbon

to. what .the Compan}p'

firft:called Port . Nelfon:

from the mafter of5 'Slr’Themas ‘Btton’s" ﬁnp""but"
- afterwards York-fort in- compliment: 6 the duke'

of “York'y nor 'would- they have had two: faltoties:
{o riear each-other. Indeed, either thro® ignorance-

or deﬁo‘nz the‘old name of Port Nelfon: has been

fince- reﬁorea ~the Company’s letters in 1688,
1690, ‘and: 1641 being addrefled to governor Geyer’
and council at Port: Nelfon yet ‘the anfwers to thefe-
veéry letterg are all'of theny dated from™ York: fort.

~ From:: the - ‘whole therefore it is evident; - that ng-

fertlement has “ever ‘been ‘'made upon’the: branch’

called Nelfor- rxvcr, ﬁnce the date ot the Company s |

charter e S e |
[ Aswews lkcd along the river. ﬁde we faw many ﬁones ‘
‘#nd- upon”

Befides, if*

- breaking
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breaking them againft ‘larger ftones we found that!

the infide.alfo.looked like iron. - Up another. rivery:

called Ship-river; a few miles eaftward "along fhore:
from York-fort; there.is-a. bank abounding with:

 thefe round ftones. - When we had. repafied: the:
rmouth’of s the river.and;were: got near -thefhip, it

being: then'y oung -flood and a-fine afternoon; the:

- white .whales -appeared.u pon  the furface in fuch

thoals,  that: wecould:look. no way round' without:

feeing a-company of :thirty or forty’ going into the!
“river.with the fléod. < T'had feen many -at Churchill-:

river, -but here the.-number, was -much. greater.:

 'We got! aboard about.feven o’clock. - - e

. AT the ¢lofe of :this year.I took. 'ffecbndéfﬁfvc}i‘g

of Nelfop-river from! :,Flémbomuighzhwd upwards;!
and alfo of Seal and Gillan’s; iflands it .being:
my ,opinion that,if ! ever the trade of thefe;countries:
is improved, - Seal-ifland is: the propereft place for:

the pringipal faGtoryrand.fettlement. -, It was about. :

the end: of. January :1745, when: T compleated this:
perambulation, .- The: river; was: frozen-faft every:

where -except at ‘Flamborough-head,: and .where,

captain Fowler and 1 attempted to. fail .up, :which-

* T:now found we had almoft effected, when we turned:
‘back, " HFowever, a5 thefe ftreams were not frozen,:

it was evident that here were the - fharpeft falls -
had met with. . "I faw many rabbet-tracks.on both.
fides: the rivet; “in the creeks,: and on theifland:,
I thot a pheafait,alfo,and fome partridges ; . and had:
not the -weather been exceedingly fevere, .I.thould
haveattempted to fith.. But- the few..days 1 was.

out,  the cold happened to be  more intenfe than it-

was at any -other time throughout the. feafon, and.
I, had no miore cloathing - upon‘me than what I ufuial-
Iy wore.in; the warmeft days in winter.:. this .con-

fifted of breeches made of thin deer-fkin not-lined,

a cloth waiftcoat, and Elk-fkin coat, and-a pretty

thick . covering upon my head, hands; legs and

. { ~ feet,

Al

.

e e i e 1y
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 fest. . 1. fuffered only, in my thighs,. which-were
ready to freeze whenever Lwalked againit the wind,
1 had not rubbed. them.

and would have; frozen if
wvery frequently.. - . -

T met with the.fame oppofition, . and heard the

fame common-place.

frories, . upon. propofing. this
fecond vifit to, Nelfon-river as I did on. occcafion. of

the firft :+ but I had now acquired more experience,
and was therefore lefs likely to forego an expedition

“pon which my heartwas bent., I fhall here relate

a few particulars of it, chiefly to. give, the. reader

v P

an;idea of .the-method of ~travelling thro’. this -
country,+and to.enable him toaccqunt for the long

J ourmes which.itis pretcnded the nathCStakC When"

-ever they come down. to.our factories. . ..

: \ L

.. I fet; out.from N
William  Allen,..and went

‘morning it fnowed.much, and:the;weatherwas fog-

“gy.: but having,a; draught of the iffand and rivers.
hus far;v h the tent placgs being: marked,
1 thoughtwe might fafely venturetobeat a pathacrofs

thus far.up, and both the te

theifland, which woyld enable our dog;to go with
‘s more eafily, the next day. - Lhis

- e

a-fledwith near threc.quarters .
weight upon J

o, holdfor-his feet but fu

ingly.we fet qut,’ freering, by, the compafss, for the.

-weather ftill, continued

fell. plentifully.,, We made

7

‘path.of the breadth of two. feet.

‘that we, were loft., e faid he wasfure we had gone
1. miles , (for 1 had :told him'in the -

smore thap feve

‘morning. that it .was .above feven miles to Nelfon-

fiver) and it was his opinion shat we were travelling.

- dire&tly

>

frgm - the fort:in company with one
_ , to, a tent fiftcen miles |
up Hayes's-river, .where.we lay that night. . Next

dog hawled a
, rs of "a hundred
i but the {now being deep,. he;had
ke ateevery: ftep. Accordr

very: thick, .and.the. fnow

Ne.made but fmall progrefs
in our fnow-{hoes, which were three feetanda half
“Jong, apd pne ;foot and a quarter; broad, heating.a
of i th ‘ o. feet., ; When, we had -
travelled  about three hours, my mate began to fear

&
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dire&ly into the:inland country.” 1 ‘comforted himy
by ‘the'moft earneft- affurances that we* were right,
and repeating frequently that as the fnow was deep
we advanced but flowly, having gone not - half fo
far as he imagined : and upon the firength of this
‘we went forward an hour longer. - It ''was now 'my
own - opinion that we were ,ncarg;;hé river, “and
the weather clearing up, I climbeda tall tree to
Jook for it, but ‘could obferve nothing by which
“to form a judgment of our fituation:: Tt therefore
occurred to me that fome accident had 'occafioned-a
variation’ of  the needle, and that we had indeed

.....

wiandered- out 'of ‘the way. However 'I-took'fio -

* motice of this to"my- ‘cémtade, but endeavoured ‘to

keep, up his fpirits by ¢hearful ‘converfation. - The
“wéather thickened agdin more than ever,  the fnow
fell in greater quantites, and the day was far fpent.
Haying no mind to' take up 'y’ refidence 'where
we were, 1 told “Allen that we-wotld only lighta
fall fire ‘in order to make’ “fome’ bumbo  with
melted fhow, and retlirn imimediately to-the tent.
e complied, tho with ' matiy "aféverations - that
~iye thould not reach the tent’ befére dark ; 'and -after
‘having cleared away thé fnow, made'a fire; and re-
frefHed ' curfelvds,~ we tirrnéd back -in our beaten
 ‘paths, and arrived at the tent in a litele fiioré than an
Jir and @ half. "We fourid eveéry-thing fafes-and
“the ‘hext -motning; the weather proving very fife
and clear,’ we got “all ‘out neceffaries together, and
et out with the dog, “who now travelled with great
eafe.” We had good walking till 'we got' te-the

extent of ouf path, but then ‘found ‘the’ fame ob-

~ftfuétions’we had’ met with- the *preceding’ day.
- Neveérthelefs we Kept-on our courfe for many hours,
till'my poor mate was a fecond time driven almoft

Yo defpair. ‘T ‘bade him’ climb-the next tree we |

e to, and ‘before he was half way up he’dif-
 eovered the river. -1 then climbed it myfelf, and
. i “ _ ’ ) ) faW
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faw plainly thiat we were fteering right for the tenty:

where we arrived a little before dark. : This diffi=
culty. of ‘walking -thro* the -country: renders: the
computed diftances very inaccurate:: I meafured
fome -of them; and found them lefs by twa thirds

* than what they were rated at..; . o0 i ooy
. THE natives talk of two: moons as the:fhort-

eft time in- which'they perform their. journies to. the

fadtories: +but it is to be confidered, that ‘they
are an. improvident and :lazy people,  having nao
concern but for ‘the fubfiftence -of the prefent days-

and that they ‘are- perpétually’ wandering, out. of
the way to hunt for provifions, and loitering when
they have : procured - them. " This, together with
the obftruétions they muft unavoidably meet with
in travelling 2 pathlefs country, - will eafily-account
for the length” of time they mention, - without fup-

pofing that they come from places at feveral hun- -
dred miles diftance, and that the continent' is: of’
fuch :a prodigious extent to the weftward. - My

mate and I travelled very hard ; and yet if we had
croffed ‘the ifland in one’ uninterrupted journey,
though the diftance between tent and tent /is not
eight miles, it would have required’ near eight
hours to have performed it in: and even when
but little. fnow had fallen, and it was very good

walking without fnow-fhoes, ‘I have not been able -
to accomplith the fame ‘journey in: lefs than fix

hours. If the reader is ftill doubtful of the fat,
let him make the experiment himfelf in any -path-
lefs piece of coppice, marfh, or heath : let him alfo
carry fixty orfeventy pounds weight, (for the na-

‘tives always come laden to the fatories;) and-let

him'travelin-this manner for feveral days togethers
and .then fee how many miles he will be able-ta go

in eight hours, .day after day. - Andyet this would
~ not be equal to the taking long journies in {now-
thoes, and through light.fnow, where he muft lift

his

"
B
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his- foot at every: ftep - as if : he-was afcending. fteep:
ftairs. ~'I was-now ordered to a: different ftationy
but before I leave York-forty 1 will give fome: ac-, |
¢ount. of its fituation and ftrength. ©20h e
¥ York-rori. . ftands above high-water-mark
about eighty yards from Hayes’s:rivet; .and four -
miiles from thefea. :It:is built with logs of: white
fir: eight or- riine:inches {quare, -whichrare laid -one
upoh anothet. Iithé fummer- the water beats be~
‘tweeni-‘the logs, “keeping ‘the timber -continually.
dampsy -+ -andin- o the - winter +ithec white : frofb
gets: through, which being: thawed; by the: heat
of “the . ftoves, "has thefame effects»do-that with
the water above and " the . damp.below; the timber:
both of -the foundation and: fuper-ftruétare rots {o

faft, that in twenty-five or thirty: years .the whole .

fort muft be rebuile with:frefh timber,’ which: with

the ‘great. quantity ufed for firin g, will :occafion a :

fcarcity there.in afew years.: .

It has four baftions, but not fit for cannont

the diftance between -the falient:anglé ‘of - each
baftion is ‘ninety feet.. On: each’ curtain:ithere  are
three pateraroes, or. {wivel-guns,: and Joop-holes
for fmall afths: it is alfo furrounded by two rows
~ of .pallifadoes, fome ‘three inches thick; and ‘the
largeft feven inches s but there -is:no :ditch: :'The
“wall is of wood, eight or: nine inches thick. The
magazine is in the weft baftion - its wall -is.of - the
fame thicknéfs as the fort-wall, its floor is raifed
two feet and. a ‘halfior three feet above the:level
of ‘the fort, and ‘its: fides are Jined - with flit-deal -
plaiftered: Upon the banks of. the.river are planted
two batteries from twelve to fixspounders;  one.of

four guns, the other of ten.:  A:guard-of thirty .

‘men was kept in' the fort during thelate war, and

<+ % See the plate, :Nq.’,HI',: Fig. 3 SR TR 4
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while the fea-horfe wmtered in’ the Bay 1t conﬁ&ed o
of thirty=fix.” |

Frow this defcnptxon it is plam, that’York fort 7
has not ftrength enough to tefift a vigorsifs'a ateick
the brmgmw only one fix-pounder agdihf it on
the land- ﬁde where the batteriés'on the river couId }

: be of no fer\flce, would be fufﬁcnent toa thakeé ‘the f
men futrénder or  abandon "ty 74" fixt “povinder
,planted ‘behind the fort, fiich' a' diftance that | no
gun upon “the fort could anfwer it, WOuld plerce it
through ‘and through: ™ and ﬁlrely A prudent
man would-not ftay to defend it in fuch“circums-

| ftancés; when' the “firft ‘ball’ might blow up-the

S thagazine, *'and fort, ‘and all- that ‘were'near ‘it -

~ the only thing:- left® for refolute  cotiragé” to doj,
would ' beto, theet the enemy in the ﬁeld tho |
| thCe fuperior ‘in’ numbery ¢ -

S WaeN'T Had ‘been ‘héré two or. three months,;
and the whole mefs were together in the ‘govertor’s
Apartmient,’ I faid, that it'was ‘ufual in’ fuch build-
ings as' the fort, to haveé a foundation of brick' or
fronie ; *which' Would preferve the fuper-f’cru&ure
from - decaying much longer than if it was taifed
only upon logé ‘of wood ' laid level in the grotnd.
The governor replied, that they would the taken

- 'this method if ‘bricks could have been procured’s
‘and every on€ prefent acknowledged - the fiiperior
R ‘ e , .. 'advantages of fuch a foundation.” I ther rejoined,

e e T that finee bricks could not be got, ftones -would
ST TR | ‘anfwer the ‘purpofe équally, if not: betters -and

~ there was great. plenty of -them-upon the fats on
Hayes’s-river. " The govetnor anfwered peevifhly, -
that thofe ftones weuld not ‘make a foundation ;
and the “éarpenter fupported ‘the-affertion; by al-
léging ‘the difficulty of levelhng the ftones fit for
the logs to- lie upon (which'in fact could be done
~‘as eafily here ‘as” at Churchill-tiver ;) -and adding
-axiéfher affertion, - that the' drxvmc fpzkes into-the
o | loos

[
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_ltjgs would fhake iuch a founuatmu o, -pleces 5 a3

if a brick of hve or fix pounds eouch bear more
force-than.a ftone of ten;times the wexght, - The
ftones upen; the ﬁats are hard ,and whxte« and not
only fig for @ foundatxon, but for {’cmno wail g
have. feen very, gOOd Walls built” wn:h much worfe.
But notwjthtanding this.abundant plénty of good

ftone,. they have. pexﬁﬁ;ed in buifdingtheir forts

- 4vith wood,.-and. upon .po  other: foundation than
Jogs. laid. Jevel in'the gmund 3 the:confequence, of

’Whlch is, .that they are. reduced to rebuild  thein
every twenty-five or thirty yearss mhereas if they
had laid, down a ftone: foundatlon, the ferts would
have lafted three times: .as long, ((((
Company two, thlrda of the eXpemce. Gl
-In the year 1745 1 I wrote aletter o the Company
apon the comparative adyantages, of . bu;ldmor their
foundations at leaft, .with, itone, rather than wopd 3
in which I. reprefented

.« Tuan the evil.of. bemg oblmed to rebuxld theu‘

“ forts every . twentysfive of t:l;urt;y years, . .could

¢ not, be remedied but by laying their.foundationsin
s dlffex,enc manner, or. making them. of. different
« matenals . Logs laid'; 1n the grqund,”tho of the
< ‘very ‘beft oak muﬁ be. fubject. tg. unavoidable
o ‘decay. from the wet that contmuallry furfounds

« them;. and it \was, Well known, that the tlmber

“.in the upper works of every: buxldmg will endure :

« many years longer: than the timber ag the bottom,
fS if it be not raifed high enough to preferve it
¢ from the damps of the earth.

e 88 THAT in thofe parts of" England Where ﬂone
e and brick are fcarce, they drive pieces of ocak
“¢.into the ground ‘two or three feet deep,; whofe
¢ upper. ends are. tenanted . into, the under fide of

¢ the fill or botom of the timber houfe, fupporca

~ “ing ita foot or more above the ground, and the
s fpaces becween thefe pxles are filled: up:; wuh flints

‘and

- ¢ ftone- bottom

“<-eighty years. .

« efpecially if it be conﬁdered

--‘;‘ would make. every time the fort: was rebuﬂt’ = T

£¢

R fort upon Hayes's-river:
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¢ and "pebbles, -or whatever .can be got.. Thefe
‘may.be taken. out s 5 and’
"¢ new cnes may. be fixed in thexr places, wzmout‘

““ piles, - when decayed;

“injuring the fuperftructure.. . . ,
<« Tyarif the expence - of bulldmg {’tone foum
¢ datzons be ‘compared with. the advantages; it
“ will ‘be. found to be. very inconfiderable. Sup~
¢ pofe that a wooden fort was- to be: built in any

< place in - the:Bay. where {lenes: ar¢ to be got i &

“ mafon in -England would get ftones, and hy a
« foundation for fuch a buﬂdmw as York-fort, for

¢ lefs than: twenty pounds, but qllowmw er the
 difference of the price -of - labour in. Hxﬂfon S
¢ Bay, a ftone-bottom raifed:a foot or more above
«_the ground would not exceed fifty pounds. . 'Up-
““ on this the fort might be erected 3 round which
c I would have pieces two .or three inches {quare

.5 faftened perpendicularly againft the loo"-wdll a- .

¢ bout a, foot ‘afunder, their “ends refting upon the
thefe fhould: be well Tathed and
“ rough-caft with good mortar 5 by which means
“ the log-wall would be kept fecure from. wet, and
« would laft.as long.as the beams or‘any. of - the
« timber within : it is evident upon infpeting any
¢ old building,

“ wet will remain found and' ferviceable fixty. or

“ a fort ftrong and fit for fervice fixty or eighty

year be compared with that of rebuilding it
¢ twice within the fame time, there furely can be
“ no room for hefitating which method to take
of what impor-
“tance it is to keep the woods near the
“ fettlements from being cut away, “and™ how

¢¢ gréat 4 faving ..of = timber a  ftone- foundation

remember to bave. feen roucrh ca{’c about the' old
but it was la_ld on in
D , -7 ¢ fuch

‘that timber: carefully kept “from

Nowif the expence of  keeping -

o
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- ¢ out difturbing the fuperftru&ure.

e
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« fuch a. manner that the wet got in: belnnd and’

< kept : there in fpite of fun or w1nd o that the
<. timber rotted as faft, as 1f it had- lzun aoam{’c a
¢¢ bank of wet carth. :

c¢¢TgaT  there is a method to make under fet~
<. tings. to bmldmgs of wood, much lefs expenfive

¢ than an entire ftone or brlck foundation. A fort

(24

“<¢.of the dimenifions of York-fort may be fupported

¢ by forty-eight. ftone or brick piers, one at each

< falient -and re-entring anwle 5 w1th a pler or two
¢ under each face and curtam The interftices
< between thefe piers may be made of any ftuff

that can be got,. and repalred at any time with-
If lime can-
‘not .eafily be got for thefe. purpofes, ftones

(13
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.‘,‘}j_each large enough to make a pier, and not exceed
< five hundred Weloht
¢ would fuftain fuch a fort. as York-fort, and the
~whole would' not coft above fix- pounds in the
‘Orknies:’ ﬁfty of them would be about twelve or

thirteen tons. - Stone: or brick- pxers may be put

<

o

<

©

¢ under a building ‘of timber- after it is ere&ed'

¢¢ which would make ‘it endure many years longer
¢ then it would: without them.” -The Company

- took not thé leaft’ notice ‘of thefe remon{‘crances

In theummer, 1746 I I'CC»IVCd the followmg
Ietter oL e e

i Hud on’s- Bay houfe, London Aprll 3oth 1746
" Mr ]ofeph Robfon, : -
.,:Sir,: ) |

WE recewed your letter of the 5th of
NS guft, and -obferve the contents; and alfo

< the. feveral draughts: you - mentloned~ ~and. have
164 pald your: -wife’s bill for ten pounds, as you de-
¢ fired.

might be prepared in' the Orknies or elfewhere,

‘Forty-eight of thefe ftones

Au- _
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“ fired. : We have thought proper to remove you
S to ‘prince of - Waless- fort t, where you are to ack
“inthe fame ftation as furveyor and {'upuvxfor of
. the bu1ldmgs‘ and - we expect that you exert -
“ yourfelf in the ‘7zpairs, ‘and whatever may be
““ peceflary in . frengthening the fort; and that you
“ {fend us a- drauoht of “the I‘lV€I‘, &C. “We re- .
. main youx lovmg fuends P e

Slgned by the governox, depvty govelnor,
SEO and ﬁx of the commltteei -

IN obedxence to thxs orderI embax L.ed aboard the '
Churchlll -floop, — Horner mafter, ‘which happen-
ed:to come to York-fort, “and arrived at Churchill-
river the  18th- of Auguft. = After two or three
days I began to corre& the erroneous method the
men were then taking in bmldmcr the ftone para- -
pet 3 - which! brought on the refentment of the
governor, who renewed the: cuftomary. oppontlon
acramﬁ ‘mie, - notwithftanding the unlimited powers

given me’ by the Company “There was among

‘them a ‘man’who ‘had been lately. fent over unde1

the charalter of engineer,. in the exercife of which
office he had juft before I arrived pafied his appro-
bation: upon the ‘only two embraflures that  were
finithed : *'but when I examined them and ‘pointed .
out their errors and defe&s, he 1etra&ed his former
opinion, and was as peremptory in his. d1fapp*‘o-
bagion; By this and other proofs, I was foon con-
vinced, that he knew very little of the theory of
nnhtary archlte&me, “and lefs  of the praéhce .
however, I made-a point of having his concurrence
fori“the: faLe ‘of order, . 2 and he very compl‘cnfantly,
acqmcfced in: every thing I propofed. “I-laid down
the lines ‘of ‘an embraffire upon a floor in - fullk
proportion according to the belt modern rules, and

D2 ~ he




this affair before the Company =

( 3'3)

he refolutsly. fupf:orted the propriety of " ther

againft the outrageous cavils of the governor, tell-
ing him that my method would bear demonftration,
and he would take upon himfelf to anfwer for the

event.  Thus I hoped I fhould be enabled to keep
that part of ' the parapet which we were to. be em-
ployed upon that feafon, out of the power of ignor-
ance and precipitation.” When the. froft became o
fevere that we could no longer lay any mortar, I
employed myfelf in makingcoins for the embraf-
{ures, but without oﬁermg to confult the opinion of
the governor about them, who I was certain would
not fail to be on - the.contrary fide: and finding by
this, that the autherity of  his . office would avail
him but little againft fuch united oppofition; before

Chriftmas he e{‘cranoed himfelf from. four ‘of  the
mefs, the furgeon, the mafter of the floop, the
titular engineer, and myfelf. The engineer, - how-
ever, begining to reflett that he’ had hitherto
{acrificed “his intereft to his complaifance, and that
nothing was to be produced by fiding with us:but

‘the difpleafure and ill offices of the governor, left

us very foon, and lived by himfelf for feveral
weeks, waiting, -as we could eafily percelve, to be
reftored to favour He fucceeded at laft: by dif-
avowing all our proceedmgs ; ~and  the govemor
finding his party ftrengthened, ordered all the coins
1 had made- before winter to be altered to his-own
method : in confequence of which, the following
{pring was loft to the buﬂdmg, and the parapet
'was entirely fpoiled.

- Waen I came to. England I follxc1ted a long |

time for an opportunity of laying a . true: ftate of
-at-length’ they
fent for me from Protfmouth by thc followm@
;etter, . Cl C vl Tl iy :

' Loﬁdoh ,
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London, | 19th December, 1747

Mr Robf’on, o

HE gcntlemen have recuvcd your Ietter,
- -and cannot ‘pay,your bill until they have
¢ had fome difcourfe  with you. touching . your

(13

¢ draughts, and fome other: thmgs that 11e before
. ‘them,;-:and therefore they defire - you . to. attend' ~
“on Wednefday the. Igth of january ncxt at.ten .
«“ O cIock in the mommg SRR TTRERT

i

Your humb!e fervant
Charles Hay fecretary
I attended accordmgly, ‘ and demoni’crated by'

the models in.-the committee room, -that. :my .
method of condu&mg the building was right, .and

- the;governor’s:-wrong. . ‘The  committee acknow-

ledged it to be fo: ytejt fuch 1is - their pa1t1ahty for

their principal - officers, - that .all prefent, .- except

“Sir. Atwell Lake,: treated me. with great rigour and

difréfpect : -~ and, governor. Knap - in partxcular
faid, ¢ That they Found their fort was {poiled and
b good for nothmO' and that:1.had a great hand
“in buzldmg it.” . This ungenerous. fpeech thock-
ed me, asit retra&ed the aknowlcdgement they had
juft before unammouﬂy made, and feemed calculated

towithdraw theattentionof the reft from the demon-

ftrative evidence [ had given, that my fkill and care

had been: ufefully: exerted. In vain I- urged the

Amtegrlty of my.conduét, and remonftrated that by my

invariable -attention  to the Company’s intereft, I
had expofed .myfelf to the refentment .and cruelty
of .the governor, -whofe behaviour to me rendered

my manner of life almoft mto‘erable, and that not
foradayora VJCCk, but for years; my arguments

Ug- o pro-»
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roduced no effeét : nor was the leaft notice taken
of ‘any "of "the’ réprefentations I had made them,
fince my firft arrival in the Bay; but 1 was, difmif-
fed their fervice as a man who had conftantly ne-
glédred hisiduty. 01 v
“ g teadep’ willl from hence fee:the -Uncontrol-
able’ influerice” which ithe- goverriors “in‘ the Bay
haintaiii’ oved the Companyy. aniinfluence: whicli
Jigither ortiffions 'of duty, pofitive injuries -with
- régard-totheir interefty oppreffionof their fervants,
nor the worft of crimes; :is capableof: diminifh-
ing. The governor at Churchill-river had a thou-
fand timés rendered  himfelf unworthy of fociety :
the furgeon, foon after my arrival there, told me of
his ‘Gruclties to the fervants with tears in his eyes 3
and the account he gave me was then attefted by
every Sther intelligent man,  and aftetwards: abun-
dantly “¢onfitied by ‘my own éxpetience: - ‘The
flifgedii laid beforé the Company ‘a: full'and¢lear
reprefentation  of this’ man’s crimes; and’ it was
éxpected that he -would be* ordered to' England,
the year Tcaine away &~ but he ‘was continued in his
office without any dimifution ieither of honour o
profit; and ‘the furgeoii treated ‘with unparalleled
ﬁeglé&_-», e L L ILE R Poomennoeh he
<+ 35 pot very-difficult to ‘aflign’ the true reafon
of thisiextraordinary policy in the Company with
régard to their fuperior officers, and I may here:
~ after take an opportunity of explaining it : nor is
the ground of the opprefiive and cruel behaviour of
the governors and captains ‘towards. the - inferior
fervants 4 more ‘impenetrable fecret. . Thefe men
“have generally- fea-officers principles, ‘and - exert
“the fame' ‘arbitrafy ‘command, and: expect -the
fameé' flavith ‘obedience here, *a§ i done on’ board.
arthip, But “as’ this foit of? government is not

PRI Wt v
JRI
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mecefiuty; o it will not be fubmitted to si-and the
exttetie rigotir on ene hand, and the impatient {enfe
PR of

| o (39)
of -it ~on .the-other, are a perpetual fource of per-"
fonal difguft; which difcovers itfelf in incffedtual
(;omplamts. vand ,:mu_r‘mur_ings from the fervants,
and in_the. moft, malicious. cruelties and szﬁiv‘e’ffi
fions from. the officers.  -But. farther, as hthey

EY . : . . . L, : -
Rave, . pofitive .inftructions. in what manner they

ar¢ to - treat. thofe fervants, who happen to be
- to0; aftive ‘and inquifitive for. the Compny’s in-

tereft 5 they-goia flep higher,. and ufe the fame
methods-of: fecurity- with’ regard .to their own in-
treft 5. and either ttyeat.;WAith;vé«~gréaf_ffe'irér‘ity,ﬁ;f or ind
a.pretence for; fending-home laden with faults, any.
man whomithey fufpect hag fenfe enough to detedt,
and- {pirit enough ~to _expofe. any of thexrunjuf’g
gains, particularly thofe of. the overplus-trade. ™
- Trrs oveinplus trade is big with iniquity; and is
no lefs inconfiftent-with.the Company’s tiue intereft,
than igis injurious to'the natives, ‘who by means of
it;become: more.and more alienated from  us, and J
are-ejther: difcouraged’ from hunting at all,. or
indnged:toicargn dll.their furs:to the French.” 'The
Company have fixed.a ftandard for trade, -as the
rile by’ which -the governors -are to deal with the
natives, . According to:this they raife upon.fome
of the goods, which they know the hatiVesifihUﬁ;z{)‘é A
will take, a gain of near £2000 pér cent, computmg
by\;th_‘c value of .a beaver-fkin, which is. made the.
which is.often fold for eight fhillings, is purchafed
at the low rate of four-pence or fix-pence; This

‘extravagant .gain . difcourages the . natives, con:.

fiderably leffens the confumption of * Britifh many-.
faGtures, and gives the French an opportunity of
beft and lighteft furs to: Canada. - Yet not conteht
with'this, the governors add. to the. price of their
$oods, - exa® many more furs from the, hatives than

38 Féquited by the ftandard,. . .and. fometimes  pay

.tij'em: not equally. for:furs. of the fame value; and I




A (40) |
wifh it could not be faid, th:t t‘alc;';;zg adyaxata%le. of
theneceffities of this abufed pcopl‘e.,-wh_o as they ! ave
no other market to go to'are obhge_d}rto:fubréug to
~any terms that are impofed upon-them, they ?Ii‘lhv‘q
forite gains alfo from weights andmeaﬁues : 1;.

they call the profit of -the over-plus trade ,ﬁ Palit I?Q
which they always add to Fh?‘»,cofllP?}ﬁy s ftock. ocll
the fake of enhancing tl{xe},‘rpemt_ of’ tthe;.r f@vl\c.e«s,?n
apply the remainder to their own ;gl‘i"e? Wlhl'sh ;csl often
“expended 'in bribes to flreen’ ,thelr*;fmzl ts-anc »C'(});IIA-
tinte them in their comiand. It 1sth1s itrad_e that
is the, great bond of union between the governors
and ‘caprains, who' are fo extzremelywatckg \; ovexfz
their ftrange ptivileges, ‘that“as ‘I fald betore,-‘if
there is ‘the leaft fufpicioft”’ ot a min S..'_fh.aiv;l_ng- an-
derftanding enough ‘to difcover the riniquities; and
honefty enough to'deteft and: expofe: thﬁma”he |18
fure to bé tinderiined iri the Company’s clteem; he
6k ept as ighoﬁmﬁ of-the trade -andnature of “the
ffoﬁii rgé?f’csirg; s Ie'r;"t ‘lome with- fuch a: chiaradter as
 will effe@ually hinder his refurnyt wvi 7o T S
vlﬂllfle i ',ééff;ai’g that the cruel and'oppreflive behavi-
out of the govenorsand captaing towards the inferior
{ervints,” not*only deters ufeful’ peoplecfrom en-
Gaging i’ the’ Company’s fervice, a :clr_cum{;‘cl_anc?
which-they- ought to atfend to for their own “inter-

¥

thit is'given of  the  country. ?-Tl}ofe men ‘that aée
Adriven tram it by ill ufage, ‘come h:OmCle,Ith:n_]lqv Is
ermbictered and full of refentiments and- finding no
yedrefs from - 'the Compary, they make a point of
difchilf‘égiiﬁ.g' bthers £ rom goihg thither, by maﬁgm-
fying “the diffrefles’ they have undergone, without

“hentioning a fingle circumitance to.counter-balance

“them. Biit thereare others, that from very different
‘hiotives, giveanimpréfiion of the couttry not at all
Ceharacdter for capacity and refolution, ' do it at the
. :y‘l s - b A . Y 7'\. ‘_‘Y" ‘:' ) e?{\ v

and when his time is expiredy

¢ R R el Y e R Ue LR Jeoo i . L 1 : ’,
sty bt Tarnithes ‘one pretence for the bad character

\‘*

LN L s ‘v .’f ' \ ' i B . .
‘tb‘f i_glg adyanmge; “who rathexv, than not. e{‘cabhfh a

(41) |
expenceof ‘truth 5 and they think ‘they fafely do'it;,
as it is-not likely that -they will' be foon *detécted:
A martin’ Fiudfon’s-Bay- has not mtch: opportunity
for fignalizing himfelf: - his fphere of ation i 'con?
fined within the very narrow limits of carrying large

logs of wood, walking in fnow-thoes, ' fetting traps,
“huntingand fowling. - The ‘beinga dextrous hiun-"
ter, - and travelling well in fnow-thoes, are efteeried . -

the chief points of honour:" they, therefore givé the
moft romantic: account of their ‘jovrnies, magnify
every little-difficulty into a more than Herculeanla-
Bour, and endeavourito-cenvince their hearers, - that
nothing could have carried them through; lefs than

the moft confummate fteerigth- 6f - mindand - bodys

hence people have imagiied, that it muft be the laft
diftrefs that'can drive 2 ‘man to a countryy where he
has..{o few chances not orily for : comfortable | fub-

fiftance: but forlife itfelf. *=It muft beacknow- -

ledged indeed,: that “upen his: firft arrival .in'the
Bay,.-an. Englifhman ' makes a very - difadvan-
tageous comparifon between the appearance of that
country andhis own;’ and it may be a year or two .
before - he is - thoroughly- reconciled to* the-climate
and: the manner-of living; ‘but it is an indifputable
fact; that thofe who have ftaid there their full time,
and:have:dived.tolerably - under the 'governor, had
rather go “back: again than enjoy  the fame advan-
tages in'their native country : I myfelf am aninftance
of this; ‘and I have heard the vcap'tains frequ‘e‘ntly‘
attelt the fame of others.. This inclination, there-

fore, to return to Hudfon’s-Bay, when thus founded

upon an experimental knowlege of the: country;- is
furely a much ftronger proof of its being very. habi-
table, than'all-the ftories which  have been propa-

- gated by the idle or the interefted are of the contrary.

For my. own. part, if I had paid the -leaft credit to

the frightful tales I heard upon my arrival, T fhould

not-have ventured fix milés from my place of refi-
S : : : dence,
X

1

t
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j 1Bt that the 'reader may have ajmore pers
fedhknowlege of' the. country,. 1 WIH give, fome ac-
'Qou‘mg 10F - 'the foﬂ and.. mmate at Yoxk fort anq
CGhirehidsriver, oo HE
old ignetto. be 1mamnqd that the mo{’t nm:therly
fegtlerrients in the Bay, {hquld have as goad -a cli-

mate  as- the foutherly fectlements;. there being: fo -

_great 3. difference of latitude as from 59.deg, to
51 degy goumin. I-was:no farther up. Churt:hllh
river than eight or nine mlles, but. thofe- whe Have
been up: thuty miles {ay, that there are pleafant mea-
dows_and-good  grafs, . that. the foil is; véry: good;

and;that there,are goofeberries andiblack and red -
curcants -growing iniear . the: fea, . upon.: points.that

appear- alfnoft barren.. Thofe that I have {een-grow

{a Jowthat, .the. gxafsr cowers them. . Ehe:marfhes

and lew m:otmds are:fullof good. Orafs and there i$
a:patch. of ground near the fort Gn Efklmaux-pomt
which, fthough expofed- to the north and north:eaft
winds, ;produces goodxadifhes, coleworts, turnips,
{mall carrots, and lettlces andother falladmg black-
- berries alfo. grow upon: the- heath. Upon clearing
away the flow in the {pring, we: generally-found thé

under part of it congealed 1o ice three orfour inches

thiek, lying  hollow from the ground. : :Whether
this was caufed by the fnow’ ’s meltingand thawing
downwards, and then congealing from-the; coldnefs

of the earth; or by the fun’s drawing up.thawing

vapours from the ‘earth,, and moiftening: the fnow
which was afterwards, congealed “again, I am not
able to: determine. - I ‘am inclined ‘to. believe the
}atter, becaufe the top of .the fhow was formed:into
- ahard ey cruft, -and within it was. heavy tho’ foft:
However, . beneath this-arch of icé we found green

- vegetables growing up an inch or:two: above. the

ground “The cattle  here would live and do :well,
* if- the fame care was taken of . them as is oenerally

Laken in Enlgand “The horfes I found among, them

~ {mall'pea growing withoutany culture;
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had beer kept feveral years, and were’ conftantly

'employcd i drawing ftones and “other: miaterials

foothe ufe of the fort.. ~ Alnd. if: they catifubfift dud
betft fof fervice at"Churchill-tiver in 5grdegl they
would: furely fubﬁ{’c and increafe’ alfo at the %ottom :
of ‘the Bay, in' g1 'dégl 'fgé mini“iand %in Sallt ,the'k
fore foutherly fettlements. G i !
Tuz {oil about York- fort thch isinl 57 dem
1&'min, is:fruch ‘better than \that“ at Churchill-river,

AT ,;

Moft kinds of garden-fuff grow here”to perfec

- I have feen:a”
and an:of
opinion t that barley would flourilk hcre, and confe-
quéntly 'iniimitich : greater” perfeéhon 4t Moofe and
Albaﬁy~r1Vers, which' ‘are in’ 1 'deg:i 30 minriand”
5 deg: " ‘Goofeberries’ and ted tand black eurrants
are fo md in'ithe woods c>f‘10wmg ‘upon: fuch bufhes

tion,’ partmularly peafe and beans

gs" m"hnvland U p! the ¥iver are- pﬁ’tdﬁ@s'of Very

po6d ‘grourdy’ aiid- battones i uader “batilés] {0 de~
fended  fromi’ iche Hortlic and horthowelt Wmds, ‘that
there is & firie thaw below when theitop is freezing
héreé: wh@lcJ families mighit: Procuse: 2 comfortable
fubﬁ{’cence, if they wetre as induftrious as they are
in their: owi country. i’ ' Upon® ‘Hayes’s-river, fifteen
miles ‘from' the fort; is fuch a bank as I have juft’
mentioned; near whichI: pltahed my tent ¢ aftcr
paling in’ fome: ground, - for, .4

-and for oxen;- {heep, «goats, &7 T fhould expe&'

by no ‘more labeut than' would be: proper-- for my
health, to- plOCUI‘C a‘defirable livelihood ; "not-at all
doubting ‘'of my being able to raife peafe and' beans,
barley and pxobably ‘other, kinds of ‘graini* The

ifland on'which York-fort' ftands, is more capable -

of" 1mprovement ‘than canbe: ImaCde in fucha
latitude; and fo near-the Bay It is:narrow twenty
miles. up from ‘the fea’s’ {6, that: drams might becut
to: very :ufeful’ purpofe Syt a drain et the
fcrt, £0 dry a piece of ground for a battery of four

_ can-
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cannon,  which - afterwards wore quite a new face 5
the {now: did not lie upon it near fo long as bifmg
and the..orafs fourifhed with new vigor. -.I ob-
and -the . ;grafs flourifhed: with new vigor

ferved- .alfo, .that before ithe fnow was ~theroughly.

thawed, -feveral: vegetables were {pringing up. be-
neathiit 5oand by the time it had left only a very
thin fhell of ice, thefe vegetables were. grown.up

three or fouriinches. . 1o S

“Tn: September, 17451 tried the froft in the -

‘oround, - by digging: in::a plain-near the fort.. 1
g;??ﬁ’gé}gé;~agn§d;-§,h;alﬁb¢f§r¢>1 came to the fllof’t,
“which .wasl:eight;-in?hﬁ%:ﬁhl@ky : Ithen ﬂ;ruc % an
iron. bar -eighteen’ inchies: below .the -ﬁrﬂ%ﬂ“ﬁa‘-’«?ﬁ?’
and -found -the, earth very - dry, -the. freft having

and -it;might be; 2 month, longer before the thaw
would enable it to get fo low : it muft thaw every
yééfr,”»;(}r;inb. water. would ever penetrate. \v‘fo : q_cep.
This; however, 'is. not neceflary to vegetation
fince three fe¢t and a: half, of {oil is fufficient, not
only for all kinds. of grain, but alfo for timber,
which feldom ftrikes its-roots fo deep,. unlefs 1gf_bg
in the crevices of rocks. -.As the froft does .not pe-
netrate fourfeet-and a half; th‘e‘;wa;ter has -,,ful‘fl.ﬂt;hyree
\' jnbrithé;_t-o,,thaw, it in, and is certainly able to effect
it in that time ; though perhaps the froft may re-
turn, again above, -before i‘:he t}maw, 18 tb_orqplghlf)r
compleated below 5 and this, probably, is the cg e
‘with all level and moift grounds: butin dry grounds,
or in meift, grounds with fouthern declivities, it

“may be, otherwife. . It is' the moifture that com-

_municates - the . freezing . quality, and where that

 fails the froft can proceed no farther: in, fvamps

e o thevefore. OF N 'n- declivities
or wet plains, therefore, or in northern declivi

where the fun is weak, the .froft enters.as far as

there 1s any moifture,. is very long in thawing, and

~ fometimes continues in the ground fill‘e whole Y"'ar'c'i
WIS ; it has but little power, an
“but: in-dry ground it has b_ut,,.htg ¢ power, an

| o 45y -
even in wet grounds  that -have ‘a fouthern’ declis
vity, the froft - does not keep-pofleflion {olongys
for the moifture acquires from the fun 'in the day,
a warmth that' it retains all night, and it may'be
a thaw under ground while the furface is freezing.
Cultivated land- alfo thaws much’ fooner than bar-
ren. - I perceived that’ the garden-giotind *at
York-fort and Churchill-river thawed much fooner
and deeper in the fpace of ohe month, than the
wafte that lies contiguous to it; ‘and the fame- is to
be obferved ' in England. - By the heat therefore
‘which the earth here would acquire from a general
~and careful cultivation, the. froft might be fo foon
overcome, that the people might expe& regular re-
turns of feed-time and harveft.: =~ T
- THe natural produce of -‘Hudfon’s-Bay ' grows -
very faft,” and comes to perfe@ion much fooner
‘than that of England. ~ The alteration of ‘the
weather is very fudden and great: the wind veer-
ing perpetually between north and fouth, occafions
a perpetual alternate change of fummer and winter,
which thould prevail upon thofe who go abroad to
provide againft the worft that can happen;  a
Mtranger to the climate ought never to venture out
alone. *Thefe fudden alterations, however, make
me ‘conjecture ‘that the climate differs much in a
little way, efpecially in going from north to fouth s
at York-fort the difference is lefs perceptible than
-at Churchill-river.  In fummer, when the wind is
about weft-fouth-weft, it becomes fultry ; and if it
happens to blow freth, it comes  in hot gufts as if

it blew 'from ‘a fire, and the’ hardeft gufts bring
‘the greateft heat: but this is not the cafe when
the wind blows from any other point. Tn winter,
the {ky weft of the fort generally looks with a
- more thawing afpe®, than in any other quarter
except towards the eaft. I noted this in my jour-

nal, and concluded " that thefe black watry clouds
e , ; mult
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_muft be generated dn places; where , the. waters. are

nt. frogen;;, for when.1 oblerved; themat weft-by-
~ foush, I turned immediately.-to. the caft, . where
knew. was - an-open ifea, . and . found that .the
clouds. in | that. point;had exactly. the fame appear-
.ance. . The dormer is the point where the natives
 fay fis,a deep firait, and the. ;COEPGF"-H?}DFIQ : Ff‘?f‘%s
and,fome kinds.of -fifh. -are found: here frozen in
- dolid. pieces of ice, which. upon. the. thaw .r s
heir adtivity, ;and .appear .to have,as much life as

Mefore.: - ‘This was confirmed. by, laying them near -

i -gentle fire: but upon rexpoling; them afterwards
to the: froft, and brnging them to the fire 2 fecond
time, they were always found. dead. :

. . -

ST s
1 miuT here give.a particular defcription of all

.the-animals -peculiar:to _‘.this,c’ou;n,t_.ry; ; butas it-does
.not enter. into thenature of, my defign,, an_dy,bef}@g‘_‘s,
has 'b-eeﬁ»fal_rcadl}’; done by ,‘?Fh@' writers about Hled-
fon’s-Bay, fufficiently. enough to; give & Cmep,c,te
idea .both of . the benéfits and evils that arife from
them I.fhall only relatc.an event.or. two with re-
" :gérd;,to_-; the white . bear, ,,an,c_i',t;hcl} ‘proceed to;an
ountofithe pasives. . i

. Ga\c Cégiiz(rzfmgk%‘ﬂnte of York fort :told .me that
e and another being;abroad together one wincer,
.as they walked up.the river, .they. Q;{c;oy‘c_lg ! :,aifé
- .opening in the bank, and upon .log ?J»!}i%h i‘éb’gj“{t
- .found a white -bear, which;jche;yv.,lgl_l‘cd.ﬂ g\'?}fg‘ﬁ
“in making this den had thrown up the earth bel I?‘Lf
‘her as the went in, ‘with a.defign, they tho?g}i}t, f,o

~ obliging herfelf to continue there the whole feafon

of the froft, which-had fo hardened the earth,

‘that a complete -thaw only . could deliver her:ac

was, difficult even with hatchets and‘_«icefd}lzizjegﬁ Itlg
-cutithe- mouth of the den nge.enopgb by TﬂFCd
body -through. Having at length accomplifhe
+body - througa. . Ilav, e and fat. and lefe them
this, they. cut -off -the:{kin and fat, an }f s they
(LS, L C Y L : ch as the
with the carcafe_in the hole {ecure.enough as the
,;thh.» th,e CARrCasG AL LIe Sk Ak ima-
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imagined ftom any beaft that might -happen-to

come that way :"‘but before morning a - quiquihatch
or wolverine, ‘a'very ftrong, cunning and ‘rapacious

creature,had broke through the fence and:devour-
ed all but the bones. The governor communicated

- this flory ‘to. an old Indian, and afked him;"if it

- -was common for the white bears that 'are 'big with
young, as this proved to be, to bury themfelves

during the froft: he faid no; ‘but that whén they
do, it is with a defign to:ftay in their holes tiil

the froft is 'over, and they have. brought forth their
young s that ‘they will:live a long time without -

food ; and that the black bear generally lies in his
den as long ‘as he finds any moifture in his paws to
fubfift on, but when that is gone he is forced abroad
again : tho’ it is more probable that he : pafles:the
winter-months in fleep. ~ . T

WaiLe I was at Churchill-river, I went out
one afternoon with' my gun towards Efkimaux-

~ point, -and among fome large ftones that lie there-

abouts, difcovered an enormous bear.  Not - bein

- above a quarter of a mile diftant from the houfe,

I was not much alarmed - at the fight of this- ani-
mal,” but’ crept forwards ‘with a defign to fhoot

~ him.  By-this time he ‘had. ‘winded me, . and ‘was -

making towards me I fuppofe in the expectation of
meeting with a good prey: for prefently after; when
I raifed myfelf behind a ftone to look for ‘him,
he was reared on the other fide to look for me,
The furprize was mutual, depriving us both of
the power of hurting each other : for he, turning

fuddenly upon  his hind-feet, made off with great

precipitation ; and I, havingloft my recolletion, did’

not think of firing till ‘he was far out of my. reach.

Indeed T never heard, that a bear will feize upon
a man before he is attacked and’ wounded - himfelf.

T have ‘been prefent at the killing of feveral -white
bears, and:never faw an”inftance of their turning

upon
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upon 2 man but once. . We had hunted the creae
ftu-r,e;,-mé.hy:hours_ﬁ'r.{‘c. on land and dfterwards at fea:,
being; almoft {pent ~with the lofs -of blood,  and
forced ‘to- quit the water, he made-oné bold- effort.
‘to.come athore ; but -finding himfelf furrounded,.
fo that he' could make no way up the.country, . he,
ran.with'open mouth at one Richard :Walton,: in -
. order to. force a paffage.. The man-had the pre-
fence of ‘mind to fire his: piece, and'the bear being
wounded by it took to:the fea: again’; and :tho’
purfued for feveral hours more, made his. efcape at
laft ander fhelter of the night.. There is no beaft
truly. dangerous: but -the grizzled bear;. and he:al-
ways keeps up the country in a warmer climate,
‘where indeed he makes  dreadful ravages, ' de-
‘vouring whole families in a fhort time. " o

“Tue natives are a white people, without any
thing peculiar in their fhape and fize to diftinguith
them from the -reft of mankind. ‘They are lefs
hairy, indeed, than the Europeans, the. men-hav-
ing little or no beard ; and thofe who have conver-
{ed with the women fay, that they have no hair
~but- upon their heads. -Every mafter- of a family
of any eminence keeps by him a fmall parcel, for

* - which he has a moft fuperftitious reverence. ~This
“he calls his father’s licad, and-is highly provoked
(if -any - one - offers to look into it ;-but upon exa-
_mination it has proved to be nothing more. thana
bundle of feathers tied round with a piece of lea-
“ther.. They have a religious apprehenfion of fome
malevolent and capricious being, whom they are
frequently afraid of ; for when they -eat, - they
throw a picce of fleth into . the fire as a. kind - of
- offering to_him, and- when they go out ‘intheir
canoes, they caft fomething . athore  to. render him
~ propitious.” At other times, -as capricious .them-
felves as the god they -worfhip, they- go -out in
parties with guns and hatchets to kill him- and at

their
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 their -fetiirg will boaft-thae they have- killedt hiin;

telling: where they.have fet up the painted  ftick in
teftimony of their fuccefs. ~ A tradition prevails
among them; thatall the people of the country were

-~ drowned except. eight, who were¢ faved'in-a eanoe:

- "I'mEY. make . pretenfions. tq divination 3 for the
exercife of which they form a fquare tlofe tent;- by
laying fkins' upon four flicks cut green from. the
tree, peeled, “and fixed: perpehdicularlyf:.ih ‘thé

ground. . Into this they enter; ftaying two-or. thred

hours ;- in. - which  time ‘many. futufeD¢Vents;.fvlthéy

’fay,‘ are made known tothem. Some of ourfpeo'-
ple are weak : enough to give credit to this . pro-

~phetic fpirit. - In the year 1735 the thip was {o

‘late in ing from: Engl: that ’ .
e i gon}lmg_ frf{m -v England, ‘that the governor

g y ferioufly applied to an Indian to inform. him
what ‘was become of -her; and after her airival he¢

affured us - that' the man had told him the exac¥F -

truth.. . This power of divination, it feems; . i
checked, if an Englithman approaches Fth'ct::»e t?nsr?ls

- Trey have a generous fenfe of . property,. and 2
difdain of oppreflion:::the largeft beafts and fowls,
they fay, are their.own ; -and they call all thé Coms
pany’s fervants, exceptthegovernor, flaves. Theyare

-exemplary in their affeCtion to the orphans of - the

fame family ; forupon thedeath of the parents the -

“ children are divided among the neareft of kin; who -

feed and take care of them preferably to-theif own.

. WaEeN an -Indian dies; :they ufually bury all

he poffefles with him, becaufe, they think he will
want itin the .other country, where, they = fay,
their friends are making merry as often as the);
fee an Aurora-borealis. - Th’é,gcorpfe ~bein0;pla¢ed
upon its hams, . the grave is filled up’ and covered

over with bruth-wood, . in- which they put fome
tobacco 5 and " near the grave is fixed a pole ‘with
‘@ deer fkin, ‘or fome other {kin, at the top. - ‘T'his ’
4*method_ of placing the .corpfe is po.longer obferv-

ced o

-~
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ed by the people who refort to the Englifh fattoriess
but the upland Indiams fill.retain their . ancient
cuftoms. - I have heard that the fuperannuated and
helplefs among them are ftrangled at their own re-
queft ; - which: ceremony is always. performed by
she neareft relations, who, after placing thefe vo-
. luntary victims in a grave, finith the horrid tafk
after the manner of the Turkifh bow-ftsing. =~
. THrey defcribe days by the times of {leeping, years.
, byﬁw',iliters, and different parts of the year by moons;
as_ the frog-moon, or.the feafon when the frogs
fpawn, whichis in May or June ; the geefe-moon,.
when the geefe fly acrofs the country to breed s
. and other moons, diftinguithed by fome ftated
Cappearance. .. oL
;. Tuzy are-fond. of the tafte of brandy, and of
. béing intoxicated with it ; efteeming it an honour
to be drunk, and ftriving who fhall: continue - fo
longeft ;- indeed this is a eorruption not of. their
own growth, but introduced among them by the
folly .and villainy of FEuropeans. Inftead of ufing

water, they cleanfe themfelves with greafe and oil 5

and when they have a.mind to be ornaimented; |

they paint their faces with a kind of red and
yellow oaker,; which with a ftring of beads hang-
ing at the nofe; and a piece of greafy red cloth
fixed on one fide of 'the head, makes.an Indian a3

fine as he defires to be.: -~ .

Tmpv ufe for an emetic a herb called cocka-

pocko, _and after the operation another herb called
wofhapocko.; and their mmethod of {weating them-
felves isto fitin a clofe tent by a heap of heated ftones.
‘Before: the ufe of kettles was introduced among
. them, they dreffed their meat in a:wooden or birch-
* rind difh, heating the water, and keeping it boiling

by conftantly putting in thefe hot ftones. They

eat:as much flefh at a time ag will.ferve three or
" four Europcans; but then they can-faft th‘ree; or

T
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four tithes as long : dnd thefe habits of voracloultieli
and dbftinence feem to be detérmined by théir natus
ral temper; and their tafte of life | for 'they ate lazy
. and improvident; lying ih their tehts ‘and feafting'
upon theif ftock till they have not a day’s provifion
. left; and if they aré unfortunate encugh to fail of
afupply beforé their power of fafting is ‘gone; they
perith with hunger.- “This has given b‘irt:’hi’,'t'd"r‘nah}?5
ftories of " theit being reduced to eat the {kins that
‘covc.r.ft.jhéin;’ and fometimes thelr children: " Many
families in their jourhey td the factofiés have been
{o near ftarving, that they have fainted by the way;- -

and mufthave perithed; if fome among them had"

not been ﬁr Ong enough to CGmCEo the gOV@I"Hors fdr o

relief. .~ |
Uron goinig out to

refined; ' But lefs innocent fportfmen here,  If ez

veral different parties of hunters ‘happen o' theet’ |

in the purfuit; they "do not regard” who ‘kill§
the ‘beaft, but fhare the prey in’ Somihon:  The'
chief of a family has an appropriated part, which;

by way of diftin&tion; he drefles himfelf i "a Woman

is not fuffered to touch it, not to perfofr the leaft’
part of the culinary officey nor evén to be préfent a
the feaft.  'When he thinks it is Boiled enough; ‘he~
takes it out of the kettle; and gives the firft piéc"é;;
to the man he refpeéts moft; proceeding in this

manner through the whole company: They have’
4 maxim very ptejudicial to the country, which is;
that the more -beéafts they killy the’ more they ifi=

creafe ;' and ‘in confequence of ‘this’ they deltioy

the carcafes to ' rot;

great numbers for the {ake of the tongues, leaving

Tue families take 'dowh tHeir' tents ‘in the

Moriling; * and - the . chief ' ‘orders ‘Whete they
| fhall " be pitched "at* night, * In‘' winter “when
they can follow his tract in the fnow, he leaves the -
R ' women

| N going out to hvint; dnd at the death;
they }'ﬁ‘ng two - fongs; “the-latter at the head ‘of “the -
beaft 5 - a prattice that previils ameng the more
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women to.{trike.the tent, and come after him with
~the baggage; and where they find a long white ftick
- fixed in. the ground, they . pitch the tent again till
the next morning. - At night the man ¢omes home
~and fits down, . but without: {peaking;: while his

- wife pulls off his wet cloaths, and cleanfes his face:

with, greafe or. oil ;. he then takes the chief feat,
and begins to talk, .. - o
- IN . marrying. they . have the eaftern: cuftom
of a plurality ‘of wives; though they  gene-
rally: content themfelves : with two, which  are
as.many .as they can. -well maintain by -hunt-
ing. . They are not very, fufceptible of the tender
pallions ; for an Indian will gladly lend his wife
to an Englithman for a bottle of brandy. Tt is
‘cuftomary for ‘the man upon his marriage to leave

- his own friends, and live with his wife’s father, to

‘whofe defence and fubfiftence he devotes himfelf
for the remainder of his life, ‘which makes the hav-
ing daughters a much more defirable part of their
pofifeffions than fons. . A' woman once in her life
leparates herfelf from all kind of converfe, and lives
three' weeks alone ; in which time, thofe who ad-

-minifter to her, leave her food in a certain- place,

and return immediately without {peaking. 1 em-

ployed a manwho underftood the language; -and was

intimate with feveral of the people of both fexes, to

enquire into the nature and end of . this ceremony :

- but with all his art and addréf§lie was never able to
obtain more than a general knowledge of the fa&.

At their - feafts and- merry meetings, ‘when

they -are..difpofed to dance, :the - company: join

- hands and fhuffle round the mufician, who fits upon

- the g:rour}dv,y and beats a kind of ‘drum,. the - difimal
found of which he accompanies with a mere dif=

mal tone of voice:  They {moke -brazil-tobacco
mixed with a. peculiar herb, of. which’ both fexes

~ and. all --_'age_s are fond to excefs. They have even
fated. entertainments of {finoaking; on which -ocs

cafion
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cafion a.pipe’is produced, ornamented with. feathers
of various kinds.  This pipe is two feet-long,the. -

bowl being made of ftone, and the barrel of wood::
the. principal man - has:always: the privelege.. of

lighting it, who after. taking his fhareof whiffs;

gives it to the fecond: in.eminence } proceeding
through the whole company ‘with fuch -eqguitable

management, - that the laft’ man,  who ‘cfonﬁa‘ntlyiﬁ'«; '

nifhes, has very .{eldom a larger. or fmaller: thare

than the:firt, 'When the bufinefs of traffic is overat .
the fattory, they finoak after the fame manner inthe -
governor’s room, always depofiting the pipewith him
as.a kind of - pledge for-their. return - the- following -
year. - This ornamented pipe is what I fuppofe the ~
French call the :calumet of peace.. The Indians
generally travel with one;; which they offer to any: »'
party of .a: different: nation that they . happen to

meet with 5. and ‘their accepting: it, .and {moaking

with them, are confidered as an ¢éxchange of ‘peace -

and " friendfhip. T R R T e
Tue governots make titular . officers of thofe

who are -accounted the. beft. huntfmenrand- war~

riors,  and moft efteemed: for their underftands

ing by the reft of the. party.. Toeach of
thefe they . give a coat, a pair.of breeches and a -

hat, appointing him captain of a river. - It is. the

opinion of - thofe who live at a great diftance from
the fa&ories, that the Englith are-a kind of creators

of all. the goods they fell ; and when we firft ap-

peared in the Bay, the people on the coaft believed
- us-to-be inhabitants of the water, becaufe they faw
us come from the fea,'and return thither again.

- Tur true chara&er of  the inland natives is, .that -
“they are plain and ignorant, but very gentle, and
difpofed ‘to receive any: impreflion, * ' Their - chief. -
vice is lazinefs : - but-all they have of illsmay. in &
great - meafure ‘be removed,” and all ‘they want' of
good be fupplied, by a proper and 'generous culs
-tivation, . They behave we.l to the Englifh, but

E 3 better
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~ Whale-cove nor. Rankin’s-ihlet ;

~the rate of five or fix ‘miles an hour,

- f » 1th Churchﬂl -river
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“Better to the’ Ficnch, ‘becaufe the " F Lemh have
'talsen ‘more pains to c1vxhze thelr manners, and
cngage their efteem:

- Tue ‘Indians upon the cmﬁs zmd in: the 1ﬁand
,have cuftoms peculiar to themfelves, very dlfﬁ:rent
from thofe of - the uplanders on  the continent. - Of
‘thefe T may. poflibly fpeak-hereafter ; but thall now

iroceed with an account of ‘the many  oportunities
that ftill remain for enlarging difcoverjes by fea:and

- land," and for improving many beneficial articles of

1ade, particularly - the fitheries. ~ And firft, there
- are feveral reafons to fupport a belief; that the land
“which' feparates Hudfon’s-Bay from the weftern-
ocean, ‘muft be narrow: to the northward of Churs,
“chill-river, “if it ‘fhould: prove: to :be contmuous,
“and without a navigable paffage. w0 -
“TuE rivers north: of Churchill, - that have yet
“been difcovered, -are very ll’]COllﬁdCl able, Seal and
' Pocathuﬂco are the: only' ones; the: Jatter in- 593
30, fmall but well wooded; "the former in 60,
fomewhat" larger, ‘running a confiderable. way from
the fouth- welt. * Knapp’s-Bay is only a deep inlet;
and" nothing but inlets' have appeared upon - the
coafts, difcovered by the thips fent out in {earch of
“a north-weft-paffage.  “There are no rivers near
_ nor on the‘coaft
"from thence to- \Vager s-inlet, ’Wthh terminates in a

{mall ftream running from an inland fardable lake.:

Chefterfield-inlet has no more title to the character

of a frefh river than Wager-inlet. - It is'a continy-
~ed channel at leaft four leagues Wlde, the water
is falt and brackifh 3 it ebbs. emht or nine hours at
and-flows
Ctwo hours at the rate only of one mile - an hour;

‘and ‘yet it -does not feem to contralt even at more'

“than dnrty leagues up.. The known rivers to the

“porthward, thexefoxe, will not bear a comparifon |
n01 chn with our Thames,

Humberg

‘But this is farther confirmed,
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Humber, Tweed, or Tyne.  Seal-river, which- is
the larger, ~and which, by the bye, flows from the
weft and not from the fouth-weft,. doés not vent
fo much water as the fecond-rate rivers -in England.
‘There are alfo fewer within the fame diftance along
thore than in E ngland ;. and - tho’ ‘many runs of
water genexally fall into. them, they decreafe as
‘much in a courfe of twenty miles as. our  rivers.
1f then we may compute. the breadth of a country,
by the length of . the courfe of its. rivers, -and the
quantity of water which.they: difcharge ;. 1t may: be
fairly prefumed, that as the courfes of: the above
rivers are not{o long, nor their difcharge fo. great,
as. fome. rivers in England, the. land | ‘where
they are fituated is not fo “broad. But as it is urged
that rivers are larger or {inaller, in proportion'to the
rains that fall on “the adjacent land,, it may be: pro-

per to compare the quantity of rain that falls:in-a-

year in Hudfon’s-Bay, with the. quantity that falls
in England... From " the. bemnmng of May .to the

end of September’ the proportion of rain is, pretty
equal;

which covers.the furface about two feet and:a" half
thick, and perhaps more, does not greatly exceed.:
‘The inference, therefore, of :the breadth of - the
Jand from the. fize of the rivers ftill holds good
as in. or near the
bottom of the Bay, where the. contment is known
to be brodad; the rivers are larger in proportion,
and more in number Wlthln the fame diftance,
than ro. the northward;: and when fthe fhow
melts, the Imhans to ‘the. fouthward of York-fort,
who are mearor within forty miles of the: fea, I\CCP
their canoes always in readinefs, that they may e~

‘fcape - the torrent. that pours down from the in-
~land country, overflowing the adjacent plains; and
, bc:armcT ‘down. the trees. .

and - from the beginning of O¢tober: to  thé
~end of April, the quantity - of fnow in thé Bay,

But thefe annua Iﬁoods"
E 4 | . are -
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are hot known to *n\, northv. ard of Cl mrc‘mll rivery

and it is eafy in the furhmer to difcern which- rwexo

are fubject to. them, from the deep hollows which -
- The in-

the ice conftantly plows up. on both fides.-
ference,, ‘therefore, {till remains . juft and - natural,
that-the “lands ncrthward of Churdnll river, are
‘much parrower than thofe fouthward and cannot
be far. from the weftern acedn. .. = @ =
Tuis is farther confirmed in point of te{hmony,
fxc)m the evidence .of: the Indlans dwelling upon’
Nelfon: and Churchill=rivers;  who- fay, that they

have beeny upon rivers-that run a contrary courfe ta' -
-andat the weftern fea on the

thofe: i the Bay ;-
ﬂthemﬁde of the’ land _where they have feen thips,,

.~ Bur:another natural evidénce of there being a fea-
coa.{t tathe weftward not far from Churchﬂl, 1S
that;the flights of -wild-geefe: in the {pring are feen

. to the! northward of .Churchilly: before thole. Wthh '

come: along the Bay from:the fouthwald are feen at
It is received as an eftablithed and con-
ﬁrmed fack. armong; the. people at-the Bay, that thofe
flocks of wild: geefe which appear in the{pring,come
from the: Jouthward accmdlng as the fnow melts,»
and: thé marfhes and rivers are thawed fufficiently
to afford them. fubfiftence in"their flight northward,’
whither they - repair to feek for unfrequented places
1o hatchi and breed their young. ‘Butif -it happens

to freeze again, they fly back fouthward to get food," -

and: 0 ot renew - their flight northward till tbe
thaw is- renewed Ieiis alfo faid, that their’ courfe

is generally parallel to the  coaft of the Bay, - neap -

the mouths of “rivers and along the marfhes 3 and

that they . do. not: come from- the: inland - country
weft: to eaft, but from: fouth to north,: ‘being

- always. firft feen at the moft foutherly fatories.
But at Churchill, Jong ‘before the ice is: broken up
fouthward, there are always flights of geefe to'be feen

'z:o the nor thward hcsvex mcr about fm 2 convemem:
L ' placc:

i
i
i
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thore. north of - Churchxll
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place to feed upony ‘which ‘not ﬁndmg on account
of the continuance of: the froft, they fly back again
inland to the weftward. - It is; therefore, . pretty
certain, -that . thefe: ﬁlghts are: made. from angther
country, and are not-the fame that ¢ome. from. the,
fouthward, which do. not appear till a.confiderable
time after. ~‘Some -probably ‘come along -the coaft

-of the weftern ocean from the: fouthward," as thefe

in the ‘Bays and fome along the eafc coaft of
Amerxca, “and the weft-coatt of Europe ; -all maks
ing northward to Spitzburg and Greenland; where
they breed :: while thofe, which I fuppofe:come
from the weftern coaft of Amexi ica; -take their flight
by California:and the coaft northward of it, where
there is -a great difference of climate at 'a- fmall
diftarice from the Bay ; and being. earlier. upon the
wing, and flying at the rate of fixty miles:an houry
they thoot intoe a frozen climate upon, the Bay; be-
fore they dre.aware ; but finding no- food, ret;rcat
back to the warmer climate they came from.." |

-Ir it fhould be urged, thit thofe geefe which are
feen {o. early. to the northward ‘may fly from the
inland. northward,.and. happen to light upon 'the
and: fo - be firft . feen
there; I-anfwer, that if it muft be left to. accident,
they: might ‘as- eafily - light: upon the thore to. the
fouthward, - and fo be ﬁrﬁ feen at' Churchill “or-
Yorlk-fort, Wthh has never yet been done.  Befides,
the flight is alwayis-obferved to be:made along thore,
and never -from: thé inland country dxre&ly to'the -
fho;’e, Smce, therefore, all other ﬁ1g its of geefe:
arefeen -coming from the fouthward in thé fprmg,
and returning’” tos the northward in autumn ; -and
this flight, wh;ch is feen firflt to the northward of
Churchlll, isdn a-dire® contrary. courfe; ‘the con=
clufion is very naturaly . that it -muft come from a
different counfry, and - a different fea-coaft, moft.

| ‘probably to. .the’ -weftward 3 which having a much'

warmex
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warmer climate on account of an open fea, the
flight is taken early, but obftructed by coming too
fuddenly“into a frozen climate.” ~This flight may
poflibly « be  made along, ‘the’ thore of - the north-~
weft paffage : however,. the firft fuppofition ftands
very ftrongly fupported, that the continent. to the.

- northward - of Churchill is very narrow, and the

aeftern fea not far diftdnt from the Bay.. -0
- I'suaLL next endeavour -to fhew:the probability
of entering Hudfon’s-Bay much earlier than is done
annually by the Company’s fthips.  The ice from:

thenorth partof the Bay drives through Hudfon’s-

ftraits into ‘the ovean; and the Company’s -fhips.
genérally enter ‘the ftraits in' the beginning of -July..
At Yorksfort and Churchill-river- I haye obferved

| ~ that the ice did ‘not break off clofe at.the. fhore,

but gradually; - the firft field leaving the thore-ice
two or three miles broad, the fecond lefs, and {o on'
till it was cleared: away. = Thefe:feveral fields of.

- ice drive through the fkraits 5 but asthey go off at -

intervals, . one field may be .driven  through before

the next: enters from: the ‘Bay :. confequently the. B

- frait is fometimes pretey clear of ice. -
- -As the ftraits then are never frozen over, nor

always unnavigable, -even ‘when there is muchice in:

‘the Bay 5 Iimagine that a fafe paffage may be often. -

found in the beginning of June : for as the ice en-
ters the firait at intervals, according as it breaks off,
and as the wind and current drive it outof the Bay s

fo'the wind may keep the ice back at this feafon |
as well as any other. . Befides, the ice at the bottom.
of the Bay, and:the north ‘and weftice, will not.

have had time to reach the ftraits but after June

. all the Bay-ice commonly reaches it. .- The begin- |
~ ming of June therefore feems to be the likelieft time -
in 'which to expe&.a free ‘paffage. . If hips fhould
get through by this time, and yet the Bay prove-
oo tull of ice to. proceed, harbours might be

of fuch a _p;}ffage - be fpeedily determined, .
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found s -and as they would have fﬁ’lOOt'h lLWa_'tei' ]_.and.l

light nights, :{fmall- boats ‘mighﬁ be {ent out upon

difcovery. - Thefe boats thould be made of ftrong
leather; with the ribs and other- timber ‘moveavbl?é
at pleafure. . They would not then be liable to bé
broken by the ice; they would row f{wiftly; and
might be let out or contratted, and fo made fit
for thoal or deep water. And that the thips may-.
not"lofe the firft- opportunity:ef -a clear . paffage,
by waiting for the return of the boatsy a common
place of rendezvous thould be appointed, from
whence they. might purfue their difcoveries in:con-
cert; and either return to England, or winter as
they . found encouragement. - -All -the evil ariﬁng '

" from this experiment, if it fails, would be only the

expence of having taken the voyage one -month
earlier; - but. if it; thould fucceed, it would- fave

the much greater charge  of wintering in the Bay,-

and be attended with all the advantages that can ke J
wifhed for towards enlarging our difcoveries. -

I xnvow that but a few years ago this Voyagc-
was . thought very difficult and tedious; that the
Company’s fhips almoft always wintered in the
Bay; and that they were well fatisfed with that

-captain who wintered fafely, and returned the. fol=

lowing year;  allowing him a gratuity of fifty
guineas. . But of late this gratuity is with-held
from him, and given only to thofe who go out and
return the fame year: fo that what was once re-

. prefented as abfolutely impracticable, is now .very
eafily and fpeedily preformed ; and jt is with great

relutance -that any. captain winters in-the -Bay.

IFf the difcovery of a north-weft paffage was: purfus

ed Wi.th the -fame - ardour and encouragement, the
fame expedition would tale place ;- and the " -realitj&

L
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: people, if they had time, m
but if the feafon fhould Le too far elapfed, they
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I'ue great means of fettling this is 4 knowledge

' ef the tides ; and therefore proper perfons fhould

try it in 66 deg. north-eaft of -Cary-fwan’s-neft;
and . afcertain. Middleton’s frozen  ftrait, and th@
tide and  current there, which he fays is.fo great as
to fill the Welcome. . Others thould be fent at the

fame time anid for the fame purpofe to Whale:-cove, |

Rankin’s-inlet, Chefterfield-inlet, Wager-bay, and

’Repulfe—Bay , in oneof which the paflage, if there
is any, muftexift. Inall thefe places they. thould be

ordered to ftay a limited time; and make repeated

chperlments upon the tides and currents : ‘and:if in
~any of the inlets the tides do not flow into the Bay,

‘but meet in the middle of 'the ftrait; or if the ebb
into the Bay exceeds the flood from the Bay, and
yet the water continues falt or brackith ; or if the
tide of flood lafts fewer hours than the tlde of ebb;

“and the water ftill proves brackifh ; fuch fymptoms

of a frefh river would afford the firongeft evidence
of a.clear paffage. Thefe firft {leps to a dlfcovery
being thus deliberately and accurately made, the
might venture to proceed

might at worft winter in the Bay, and renecw the

fearch the following fummer..
- Bur: ftill much h lefs expence Would be mcurred

~ more’ ‘expedition would be ufed, and more certain-

ty. obtained, by making the experiment over land.

And I Greatly wonder 1t has not yet been attempt-
ed,” confidering the repeated teftimonies - of: the
natives that ceme to York-fort, who fay that they
have been at rivers which run a contrary courfe to

‘thofe in the Bay,  and have feen the fea cn the,

Other fide of - the country. S
A max refolved upon the expedxtxon, mig} ht very
caﬁ;y engage a 1elc€t number of the Copper-indians,
L = ~who
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the country, upon the oﬁer of fome mconﬁderable :
reward, and: making. on€ of thejr chiefs captain of
the undertakmg Nor is it neceffary that he thould

- underftand - the : ]anguace, as- the hngul{’c ‘who.

might be:of the:party, could :communicate -every
thmg to the Indians that it was proper for them to
know. By this-means " the ‘copper-mine: at leaft,
wauld be difcovered,. and probably: the “diftance ‘of
the weftern-ocean," and the reahty of a paﬂ'age be-‘
tween that and the Bay." :

©'THE fame advantages mIght be as eﬁ'e&ually obu
tamed tho® ‘not: perhaps {fo immediately, = if - the

",'Company was ‘toiffie- a . general-order, that the

children “of* all ‘thofe. natlves who would give their

‘confent, fhould be ‘brought wup at the factories, ‘and -

wﬂ:ru&ed in- every part of learning that was necef-
fary to fit' them for ufeful fervice’; and if at the
fa?e time alfo they would fend over from England
umber of indigent children to be educated: Whh
them. .~ By fuch - - connetion. and - intercourfe
thefe boys would learn: each others lanouage, be
accuftomed to each others: tempers: and ‘manners,
be foon able to travel together up the country, and
foon capable of underftanding as much of® the
mathematics as would’ qualify - them to obferve the
latitudes and keep - ajournal: :And if; in aid of
their ‘endeavours, rewards were propofed for thofe
who made the moft: important difcoveries, all the
parts of the countries adjoining to the Bay, Would

“in a:few years be intimately known:

'Exeeprents like thefe . mift occur: to evexy
man who has the. leaft: reﬂenon, ~and the: leaft
knowledge of the country; - but as the Hudfor’s- -
Bay Company havenot yet made any trial of them,

| it'is to be queftioned whether any trial will ever be

made, 'till the trade and ‘management become the
buﬁnefs of the nation. - The Company have had

appx cn~
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, :appfcﬁtri(:"e‘sl in the Bay,: both able:and: willing to do ;

in ‘part what has been juft now-propofed. I have:

myf{elf ‘heard many of their fervants fay, that they
would gladly undertake a journey with the natives; -
if .the Company ‘would give therh any encourage=
ment; ‘and one of  them in. particular-told me, that-
he once. offered voluntarily to .do-this” without fo=:
liciting: a reward, - but ‘was rebuked by the gover=.

- nor for his officioufnefs, and -treated ill the remain=-
der of his time: yet this ‘method; of  making.difz-

coveries would not only be: lefs ‘expenfive; than-

any - the: Company have hitherto- taken, : but far -

more certain, and more {uccefsful ; of which' théy:

have a ‘melancholy proof from the very formidable:
“encroachments - which - the ‘French, 'by the fame:

means; - are continually making upon them.. -~ - -
" It is univerfally believed ‘among the fervants;”
that the: French travel many -hundred miiles over:

land from Canadato the heads- of our rivers in the-’
Bay, and that they have erected huts and " fettled a-
_confiderable factory upon a lake at the head of"

Nelfon-river ; . trading with the natives for the

lighteft and- moft valuable furs, which they carry
a long waybefore they find a conveyance by water:

and this general opinion is not taken -up at random;
but fupported by particular inconteftable evidences
“of the fa¢t. I have feen French guns among the

‘natives that come to York-fort 5 andonce heard Mrs
Brady, the furgeon, converfe with one of them in
the French language. I -have alfo frequently feen in

- the governor’s hand, a letter addreffed to him from

the chief faétor at the French {ettlement on Nel-
{fon-river. It was written in French'and Indian; ahd
~ the purport of it was. to eftablifli a trade between
them and the Englith at York-fort; for thof¢ heavy
“goods -whch the French ftood in:great -need of; -but

could not bring fiom Canada, fuch'as guns, ket-
tles, ‘tobacco, &c. and the

‘Englifh were defired
‘ -t
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to ‘fay, “how much' beaver. they -expeéted qn: exy
change for thefe articles. The governor told us;
~thatlie had fent a copy of the letter to England 3 -
and added, thag if the Company confented to fuch
" atreaty, we fhould get no furs -but what came .
through the hands of the French, who would: foon -
have huts all the way down Nelfon-river, -~ - .
- Trz linguifts infermed me, that they have had:
a defeription of the French fa&ory at the head: of
Nelfon-river from- different -Indians, who. all a-
greed. in the principal circumftances,  and - re-
markably in this, that the French havea ]'a'rgeub'oaﬁ,
or floop upon the'lake,  Thefe people formerly.
would have been’glad to ‘have had the Englith ac-
company. them up the rivers; and were once very
follicitous to engage us to go up, that-we might
head them againft the. French Indians: but they
are now very ealy and filent upon that fubje& : the -
French by kind offices and a liberality - in dealing, =
which-we think of no confequence,  have obtainé::)d :
{o much influence over “almoft all the natives, - that
many of them are actually. turned fa&ors for the
~French at our fettlements for heavy goods. - Thig
the Indians openly acknowledged to the. ‘lingi.ii(ﬁ
in the year 1746, juft before I left Yotk-fort. ..} .
- Bur it 1s now time to fay {omething of jthé’ﬁfh]j o
eries 5. the wretched condition of which is not oi%/infg'
to any natural defect, but merely to negligencé br -
defign in thofe who pretend a right to the counfry -
and its. produ&ions, T - on
‘Tre Efdkimaux, who are .the  profefled fifhers,
Med to-iphabit the country on the eaft-main be-
tween the ‘{traits and the bottom of the Bay : but.
they. are fince driven away to the northward By; the

| -other Indians,- who are tendered much fuperior to -

them, on account of the fupply of arms and am-
~munition -which ‘they receive. from the Englith -
4o that 2 rad& of  land of ‘more than three hundred
T T T e miles
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miles extent from north to fouth, lies almoft wafte,
without trade and without inhabitants.  Churchill-
river was much frequented by the Efkimaux before
we fertled there, " the point on which the fort is
built being  called Efkimaux-point. - Upon dig-
ing for the fort many traces were difcovered of their
abode here, fuch as' the pit in which they fecured
their provifions, pieces of ﬁone-pots, Afp_.ears,, ar-
rows, &c. This point they kept fome time after
they were driven from the adjacent country, b.e-
caufe as it lies far in the open fea, they could dif-
~cover the diftant approaches of their eénemies, and
_ repair in time to their canoes, in-the management
of which they are peculiarly dexterous: but t11¢y
- were at length forced to go farther northward, té.
- ‘Cape-Efkimaux and Whale-cove; and are now to-
tally difpofifefied of this retreat, by our making a
- fettlement here, and drawing down the notthern up-
‘land Indians to trade, whom alfo we have fupplied
with arms.- L / R
- Taus have we confented to the depopulation of
both the eaft and wefl coafts'of the Bay, by fuffer-
ing the.inhabitants, ' perhzps the moft u”feful of all
the.natives, to be banilhed to Hudfon’s-ftraits on
~ one fide, and to Whale-cove on the other. Buta
- people do not eafily lofe their characteriftic virtues ;
thac art and induflry for which the Efkimaux are
- diftinguithed,  they ftill retain even in a f’c_ate. of
“flight and difperfion; and thofe that are feattered
- about the ftraits, kill whales, fea horfes, feals, bears,
- &c. not only for common fubfiftence, but for trade,

which they are very eager to carty on with our fhips,
as often as they go by in’ their paflage to the Bay.
~ But our fhips give them little encouragement 3 nor
s it the defign of the Company, that the fitheries
- thould be improved, ~ . e
. A svoop is indeed fometimes fent to Whale-cove
for a few days.in a feafon, and fometimes not fent
-atall.  The people, therefore, having no depen-

‘dance
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-dance upon our coming to trade .with them, take
~very little” care to’ provide a fupply larger than is
-neceflary for their own fubfiftence. ~
Iy thofe years in which the floop was not fent to
Whale-cove, “Viz. 1745, 1746, and 1747, all the
~whale-finn that the Company ‘brought to England
was procured in the flraits: “the firft year 303
“pounds, ‘the fecond 1314 pounds, and the third
226 pounds; in all 1843 pounds, as appears from
the account of their public fales. “But in the
{feven preceeding jears, ‘when the loop ‘'was fent
- to Whale-cove, the account’ of their fales frands
thus; 1728," finn 20~ pounds; 1739, finn 518
~pounds; ‘1740, finn 630 pounds, oil 123 gallons;
1741, finn 149 pounds; 1742, finn 679 pounds,
oil ofie ton at [ 18: 13: 03 1743, fun 456
pounds, oil" and blubber 5 tons 234 gallons at .
414 8: O per tons; 1744, finn 302 pounds, oil .
-and blubber 3 tons 218 gallons at £ 10: 1: o per
fom. " So"that upon an average the trade in finn
‘thofe years-in which the floop was fent to Whale--
cove, does not equal the trade when the Aloop was
not fent = therefore the greater part muil have been
procured in the firaits, which, as I faid before, ‘is
- done curforily as the thips pafs into the Bay. But
if fo much can be gained without any efforts,
what muft the produce be from a profefled de-
fign and vigorous endeavour to bring thefe fitheries

to perfeGtion? = ~ ,

~ T'ug previous flep to this, is the re-eftablifh-
ment of . the Efkimaux in the quiet pofiefiion of
" their ‘properties and lives; fuffering them to ex-
“tend at pleafure towards the bottom of the Bay,
) Wh_'er'e,_theyfv:s,iould'_'ﬁnd* a milder climate and” better.
- country : and this appears very eafy to be effected,
by making a. fettlement to. the fouthward  of the
ftraits, which abounds with wood and good harbourss
and. taking care to inform the Indians upon the

Fo caft-
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‘eaﬁ—n_iain‘, that thc‘EﬂaimaUx are d¢ﬁ1‘011’$'tQ‘IiVe at
peace with them, that they will not interfere in

their furr-trade, and that they are friends to the
Englith and under their protetion, who, if hof-
tilities are continued, will fupply them with arms
and ammunition for their defence : - which.impar-
tial diftribution of kindnefs-and ~good offices
would effe¢tually diffipate that “malignity "we have

“given birth to by the oppofite condud, to the

deftruéion of both people,” and the ruin of
the trade. And if the fame pacific meafures
were taken alfo on the weftern-coaft, and fettle-

" ments made fouthward of Whale cove, for the

protection and encouragement of thofe Efki-

“maux who lie fcattered thereabout, the founda-

tion . of a moft extenfive fithery would be effe¢tu-
ally lad.- -

Tuese laft Efkimaux fubfift in winter upon
the ftock they raife in fummer, which is fuppofed
to be oil, blubber, and the like : and yet the {feafon
of the whale-fithery feldom - lafts ~above nine
weeks ;. in which time they muft kill a prodigious
quantity to be able not only. to lay up a ftore for
a long winter, but to make a referve of many
tons” of oil for the Company’s arnual floop.
And if. this poor people can in = their one-man
feal-fkin canoes, with fuch tackling as their little

* {kill enables them to make of ivory, wood, and |

leather, kill fo many whales ir {fo thort a time,
and in fofmall a part of the Bay;  there is no
fixing bounds to the profufion, if a fithery -was
‘carried on” at all the rivers under proper direction

v e and the natives furnithed
with harpoons, nets, hooks, and other tackling
‘made in England, and prompted befides to ex-

generous treatment, L
o o - 'THE

'

‘ert their utmoft art and -induftry by a kind .and
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~ THe circumference of the Bay 15 at leaft 2 +4g.
miles, with fo many rivers and inlets ali rouaﬁ‘d-' ‘
‘that a confiderable river or inlet' may be ‘allowed
to every  hundred * miles. - In the ‘three rivers
where I refided, as much oil &ec. might be pro- .
cured as would be fufficient to load 150 tons ‘of -
thipping “annually : confequently, by the famé
computation, the whole Bay would employ 1220
tons; andin a fhort time, I dare fay, many hun-
dred' more.  But the firft trial muft be made by
thofe  who are poffeffed of judgment, fpirit, and
Integrity, or 'no plan, however excellent, wouid
infure fucces.  ~ - .2 0T
I nave attempted to form a plan as well for
the improvement of 'the inland-trade as of - the
fitheries, -and would have inferted them in this .ac-
count, if fome prudential reafons did not reftraisi
me; - one is that the Company might pofiibly be
tempted to fhut up thofe avenues which I Thould
point out: but I am ready to give all the private
information in my power to any, who I am con.
vinced are willing to fend out fhips, and take
other fincere fteps for the advancement of -the
trade of this country; ‘and I think I can de-.

" demonftrate, that fhips need -not . return  the

fecond voyage from Hudfon’s-Bay  with a {mall |
or unprofitable cargo. . S R

- Ir it fhould be ebjefted, that fince the wefterly
- nivers in the Bay are not clear of ice till the be-

gining of - June, and the fithery is over by the
middle of Auguft, the feafon would laft only‘

‘ten -weeks,. which would be too fhort to kil

whales enough to defray the ‘expence; I anfwer
firft, ' that* the fitheries of Greenland and Davy’s-

-~ ftraits do not laft longer ; * and fecondly, that the

expence -in a great meafure :might be faved, if

as the Bay-fithery does not begin till the Davy’s-

ﬁraits fithery is over, the fame thips were employ*-
oo Fa2 ‘ " ea
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ed in both. If it be farther objected,” th:fzt fhlp§
‘cannot get into the Bay by the ;bcgmmrgg,g ‘JLT”S’
and therefore a great expence would | é: 1ncur.1¢; ;
by fo many Englithmen being oblige t_oi winter
there; I “anfwer: farther, that fcw Englithmen
‘need be kept in the Bay, fince the natives dmia,y
be hired upon very reafonable terms  to :attend the
whole time of the fithery. 'The home Indlan.s ’e;rcn
now, kill geefe for the Company for . g'ejyf;log
wages, and a much great number offer t ‘e,mde V1
for.this fervice than can be employed, an ft e
feafon of Kkilling geefe’ is over a week ble ore
the fithery-feafon comes on. Indeed thefe 1om§
Indians are tender, dull and inactive 3 bgt_ t,_hey_ nf;ee H
only be employed in the fifhery while in ;lts in ana
ftate ; for upon making peace between t l%m and
the Efkimaux, -thofe native fifhers wou ,ﬁcarry
on the whole bufinefs alone, without any- affi ai}(f:ﬁ
from the home Indians, or ‘even from the Eng1 dl
who, need only - a& as fupervifors. = But ﬂzot:l_ ¢ it
‘be at laft objected, that the Company long be fox;c
this would have fet fuch a fifhery on:foot, 1 1lt
was near fo beneficial as is now ‘repre-_fgr}ted»;ht he
anfwer -may - be eafily -drawn: from their - W_,,01§
condu. for many years paft, and the mean anc
tngenerous motives. that have influenced it. |
INDEED it is to be feared, that all remonttrances,
itreaties and perfuafions for the opening a paffage
to this extenfive . field of trade, will: prove in-
effeual, till they. are addrefled to the Legxﬁ?ﬂiljeé
who by purchafing the right the Company pretc n_(i
to have-to the Bay and all the countries rounc
it, would foon fee how well they have atted un-
der the faith of their allegiance to. the crqv,\;n,
who granted them a charter only .as t;x}ﬁees; or
the, public.  Such .a purchafe, made even u;;.on
the Company’s own eftimation -of = their. .pro T‘»:'S"v
would 1 think be as beneficial a one: as -fc_vAerr»I.1 \;;2

2
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made by a Britith parliamerit: for befides the fith-
eries and - fur-trade, and their being capable of
inconceivable improvement, there are the {trong-.
et appearances’.of rich mines i various parts -,
of the: country. I have feen pieces of. fhining
ore which were brought from Knight’s-hill -about
~thirty miles eaft-by-{outh from Churchill-river,
And it appeared upon the evidence before the. .
Committee, = that ore has been brought .to the
fouthern - fatories, of which buckles were made 3

~ that there is* a. valuable lead-mine upon the eaft-
- main, the ore of which .was produced; and that

native cinnabar was found . upon the coaft be-
tween Churchill and Nelfon-rivers,; from which
quickfilver was extradted and -a - {pecimen of it
fent over to the Company. There are alfo the
ftrongeft. probabilities of there being a rich cop-
per-mine north-weft of - Churchill-river; I  have .
feen feveral picces of this ore; the. Indians of
thofe parts wear them by way of ornament about
their necks and wrifts; and 2 man who was pre-
fent at .making the fettlement upon - Churchill-
river informed me, that the Indians = had ice-

~chizzels, and other implements made of this cop-

per, and that the people of the factory called them
the Copper:Indians by way of diftin&ion, as by
their own ‘account they- came from that part of
the country where the mine is fituated.  But
notwithftanding - the cogency of fuch a variety of
proofs, the Company have fet it at defiance, and
made not the leaft fincere and effeGtual effort to
pufh the difcovery of thefe mines. Nay, for the
fake: of ‘invalidating the evidences for the ‘copper-
mine, their friends have even ventured to . affert,
that the copper brought down by the Indians
was not the produce of a mine, but broken
pieces” of - brafs guns belonging to a Danith
wreck. which they found ugon fome coaft ; not
o ¥Fq :  con--




(.70)

Coﬁﬁdering"tbat tho’i the brafs of which_ ‘ca‘nn}o!n‘i
is made be indeed copper compounded. with ‘lapis |
calaminaris, - all the hammering, or any other
méth(’)d’that‘thei Indians were capable'of vtakmgh‘,‘
‘could never reduce it again to puré copper. -

Tue crcumftances  mentioned in the papers
produced by the Company ‘before the Commit-
tee of the honourable houfe of Commons in the

year 1 74'9,vcomeln‘ex:t ‘to be confidered : but as-

thofe papers are minutely ftated and examined
in the Appendix, 1 fhall - here only make a

few curfory and general remarks, and then.con--

clude with a fhort” review of the Company’s
whole conduct. : SR

" In looking over the lit of the Company’s

papers and " lecters prefixed to the’ report of the
Committee, 1 was furprized to find that of all the
letters -written while I was in the country,. one
only was inferted, dated 1733. The inferting others,
I imagine, would have expofed {fome parts of their
management that are not fit for the- pubhc‘ eyes
the dread of which @it is likely - forced them to

ple’ad “hard® againft’ p}‘odtlcing either -original pa-

pers or original entries, and to beg th‘at’rth‘e»ir
fecretary might be permitted to ext‘ra&rand copy
fuch as they fhould “fele@ for that purpofe.
©Tae addrefling their orders to the governor and
council -is' a matter of mere form, for the coun-
cil is feldom confulted 3 being named “chiefly for
the fake of diftinguilhing thofe - who -belong to
the governor’s mefs. v B te,
and not to be diverted from following the dic-
tates of his own will, for which he has the fanc-
tion of the - Company : 1 bave myfelf’ heard the
ﬁir’éeoh,‘Whof is one. of the council, ‘charge him

with not - ftanding by the - general ‘lecter and

orcer; when he replied, with the utmoft con-

The governor -is’ abfolute;

j
[
i

(71)

tempt, - Do you think I have no other orders
 but what are there ?? = o o

In “one of their letters to John Bridgar,
dated May 15th, 1682, they order him to make -
a fettlement on the river <of Port-Nelfon s they
alfo addrefs feveral letters to the governor and
council at Port-Nelfon ; but the anfwers to thefe
letters are all dated from 2vrk-fort, which is-
creCted not tpon Nelfon-river but upon Hayes’s.
The Company could not be ignorant of its fitua- -
tion; ‘and therefore by talking fo affeétedly of
Port-Nelfon it is probable they hoped to lead the
Committee into a belief, that they had built a fort
upon Nelfon:river. I am the more confirmed in -
this, as, after my return to London, I found in
the print-fhops a newly-publithed chart of Hayes’s
and Nelfon-rivers, with a fort half way between
them, named Port-Nelfon fort; and to fupport
this difpofition, the Company, upon being charged
with criminal negligence in not fecuring the
pofleflion of fo fine a river as Nelfon, faid in .
their vindication, that Port-Nelfon fort (i e.
York-fort) defended + doth rivers, which how-
ever was not in their power to prove. About the-
fame time there was hanging up in the Royal-ex-
change a paper anncxed to a draught done by
captain Smith, in which it was aflerted, that it
was falfe that north-weft winds made the higheft
tides at Churchill-river: this alfo was an impofi-

tion; for I had kept a journal of the winds and

tides, and know that to be a fact which the au-
thor of the paper has the confidence  to - deny.
Thefe things would almoft juftify a fufpicion, that.
none of the papers produced by the Company
are genuine; that there is a private intercoprfe
between them and the Bay-governors; and that

% See the Drau ght of Nelfoh and I—Iéyes’s-xiyérs, PL ATEN° I.

F4  they
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they give plauﬁble inflruétions to amufe thc pub~
lic, . but fend - orders dxre&iy the revexfe to pxevem;
the execution. -

THE papers relatmor to Henry Kelfey, are
thOI’QUUhly exammed in the, Appendix; buc
i s worth - obferving here, that by the ac-
count of . this man, which has- been’ mvamab]y
handed down and- conﬁdently beheved ‘among,
the fervants in the Bay , it appears that either

Geyer,

" Tm: account I -"eccwed of Hunry Kelfey ﬁ oin the fervantsin .
the Bay, isin’ general this : Henry Kelfey, alittle boy, ufed to take -
great dehorht in the Company of the natives, andin learning their
lan vu'lgv, for which, and fome unlucky tricks that boys of
ipn*t are always guilty of, the governor would’ often correft |
- him with gteat feverity. "He 1e(ented this dcepl,r, and when
he was advanced a little in years and ftrength, - he' took an
oppoxtmmy of going off with fome diftant Indians, to whom .
he” had ‘endeared himfelf by a- Iong acquamtance and many
little offices of kindnefs

A vEar or two after, the governor recewed by an Indlan
a picce of birch-rind folded . up, and written upon with char-
coal. 'This was a letter ﬁom Kelfey 5 in which he intreat--
ed’ the governor to pa1don him for running away, and ta

fuffer Lim to retarn - with  favour and encouiagement. Ac- .

cmdmrly he came down with a party of Indians, drefied-
after their manmer, and attended by a wife, who wanted to
- follow him into the fadtory.  'The governor oppofed this;
but upon Yelfuys telling him in Englith, that he would not
go in himfell if his ‘wife was not {uffucd to go in, he knew
him, and let them both enter. ~ Many - ciicumitances of his
ravels were related : that the Indians once.left him afleep ;.
and while he flept, his gun was burmnt by the fire’s {preading
in the mofs, wmch he afterwards ftocked again with his.
knife that he and an Indian were one day furprized by
two onzzled bears, having but juft time to take fhelter, the
Tndian in a tree, and Kelfe/ among fome high willows;
thé bears makmg dire&ly to the tr ce, Kelfey fired and killed
one of them; the other, obferving from whence the ﬁre
came, ran towards the place; but not finding his prey, return-
ed to the tree, which ke had juft reached when- he dropped
by Kelfey’s fecond fire. - “"This aétion obtamcd him the name
ef Mifs- top-c.ﬂuﬁl, or . Little. Giant.
Wagy X ekﬂ,y was afterwards made governor of YoxL—fort
-1 wvoas told that he wrote a vocabulary of the Indian laq
BUELE, and that the Cvmpany had ordered it (nbe fuppreﬂ'ed

N i i
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ey

ueyer, who was governor in his time, has grof'sly
impofed upon the Company, or the Company up-

o1 the pubdlic. ~ Geyer pretends, . that he fent out
Lucy to. make difcoveries; and a Joumal of
his is piodured dated July 1691, before he had

even the common reqmﬁtes of paper. pens, and -
for it is nottill the September

in to make one ;

followmfr that ‘Geyer fays he had received, not

a- jours ’flﬂl but a letter from him, (which lett:er'
we may faxrly fugpofe to be that written with

,cLa/ coal upon a piece of birch-rind) and in re-
turn fent him 2 zew commiffion and fuoply of

thofe. f/omgs be wrote for; including among them,

no doubt, . the neceflary materials for writing,
which ena‘)led him to keep the [ame zdemzwl
jwrwl of 1691, under the date of the followz%g
year: . But’ referrmo the  reader to  the -A ppen-
dix, 1 fhall only’ add, that, from many circum-
{tances mentioned in this ]ournal 1 no more be-
lieve that it is Kelfey’s than it is mine. . There
1s one - pntlcular, that’ vnth any man who knows
enou<>h of th appﬂaxances of the ground in
Puclfons Bay to have  made them a rule to

travel by, muft be uﬁflent to diferedit the ,,

whole. It is faid, 2oth July.— Seszing forward
again had not gone above nine miles, bus came on
the z‘mck of Indwnu, which bed paffed four day 2y's
before, ~baving . feen their old tents. And . again,
1rth Septem ber — Now Jesting forward, abam‘
noon came up with the itrack, and followed if,
ond, in the evening, came to with them. Dzﬂame
16 miles. From hence the writer of the journal
would  have it ‘believed, that it isa very eafy
and common thmo even in fummer when no help
ga to difcover the

track of a particular fet of people, at many miles
diftance, and after the lapfe of threeor four
days.- In the ﬁrﬁ: m{’caqceg thﬁ difficulty is at-
. tempted
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tempted to .be folved by adding, having [een their

tents: but in the other, the way is left naked,

with not a fingle token to guide them; yet after

z‘mvellmg Sfrom morn till noon they came by in--

ftinct  wupon the trac&, and followed it. Now
"would any one in his fenfes believe that man
who thould fay, that, after’ {pending fix hours in
a long purfuit, he had found out a parsicular
track, where {carcely any track is to be difcerned ?
Adnuttmg that the grafs was long, and continued
fo for many miles together, which it does not
here, would he be able to follow this track from
noon till evemﬂg, ‘unlefs it was much beaten ?
and if it'was much beaten, how fhould he kiow

that Ais friend had lately pafied it? But Kelfey

knew ' the Indians track, and that they only had
made it; computing, I fuppofe, the number of
men, the weight of their bodies, the fize of their
fect, and the angle of each ﬁep, tho’ the ap-
‘ pealances would have been exactly the fame, and
his opinion the fame, if a herd of deer or buffaloes
“had gone that way. In winter, indeed, when the
fnow lies thick upon the ground, fuch-an affertion
as this might gain fome little credit;
as 1 have traverfed the ground in Hudion s-bay, I
would not undertake to follow any track but a
beaten one, as ‘the leat wind is able effectually
to diffipate all traces of the firft foot-fteps.

“Tue Company find the profits arifing from that
_inconfiderable part of the produce of th1° country
which they have mdnopoiized, fo enormous,. that,
while . they are refolved to be undifturbed in the
poffeffion, "they <can have no motive to’ increafe
" them, but are rather induced to prevent this, asan
~ evil that'would endanger the lofs of the whole.

From hence, perhaps proceeds that vigorous’

‘exertion of their art and power to keep all their

fcrva,nts, except thc d.lef faators and the captams'

yet often’

_ orders, 'in ‘order to cOpy it. -
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of their thips, totally ignorant-both of the country
and trade :“hence. their treatment: of "the natives;
which fo far from’ alming at inftru&ing their minds,,.
and reforming their manners,. is made up of cruelty
to their perfons, impofitions upon their ignorance or
their neccﬁity, and a fomentation of afpmt of difcord
among them thatin time muft deftroy thermiall : hence
alfotheiraverfion to all difcoveries and improvements,

cloaked -under the {pecious: pretence, that . they:

" have already ‘done  all that men could do, for the
advantage of fo.barren a foil, and fo bd.d a climate:

and hence their. ftupid- inatrention, not only to the
intereft of Brltam, but even of their own immediate

_ fuccefiors ; filently and tamely fuffering the French

. to make fuch incroachments, as muft fpeedlly end

in the total ahcnatlon of thlS vaﬁ fource of Wealth
and power. L i

“Trs abfoliite authorlty over all other fervants

Whlch is invefted in the governor, who is 1ndulged

in the moft malicious gratlﬁcauon of his own.
prlvate refentments, and directed to exercife . the
fevereft: cruelties upon every . man who feems
defirous to pry into the Company’s affairs, to “culti-

vate a fnendﬂnp with  the natives, or to difcover
the country; and the {ilent allowancealfo of his grofs -

1mpoﬁt1ons upon the natives, particularly: in that

iniquitous {peties of traffic -the over-plus trade;

could-only take place from the neceflity of trufting
fomebody,  and the dangerous evidence which
thefe men, when trufted, are capable of giving upon
any inquiry ' into ' the Company’s management.
A bricklayer at York«fort, with whom I was well
acquainted, . being defirous to. perfe¢t himfelf in
writing, ‘once. inadvertently took down from the
“place Where -it* was fixed, a well-written bill of
-This was deemed fo
.hemous an. o%nce, that the poor bricklayer was

m-
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immediately fent home  incapacitated for all future
employment in the. Company’s fervice; and the
~ captain who had charge of him, took care in their

paflage to England o get h1m preﬁ%d on board a
man of war.’

T inftances of negle& and abufe of the natives -

are-fo grofs, that they would fcarcely gain credit,
even ‘among civilized barbarians, who never heard
‘of the'mild precepts of Chriftiahity. ~Befides the

fatts already mentioned, the following one was well -

attefted by the fervants in the Bay, and was alfo
produced in" evidence before the Committee:. An
Indian boy at Moofe-fattory, being raught to read

and write, through the humanity and indulgence of

a governor there, wrote over to the. Company for.
léave to.come to England, in order that he might
be baptized; but upon the receipt of this requeft;

which any men who: had the leaft {fenfe of religion,
dand the leaft regard for the fpiritual happinefs of a
fellow. Creature, would with joy have complied
with; ‘an order was fent. to the ‘governor to take
the boy s-bocks from him, and turn him out of the
factory,  with an exprefs prohibition againft any
Indians being inltructed for the future. This was
the fource of much afi&ion to the poor boy, who
died foon after, with a penitence and devotion that
would have. done honour to his mafters. . But from
whencecanfuch prevoﬁerous and unnatural behaviour
~take its rife, unlefs from the apprehenfion, that if
the natives were properly inftruéted and made con-
verts to Chriftianity, they would all claim the
privileges of Britith fubjects, and apply to Britain
" tobe fupported in them? The Company, therefore,

o prevent . their fuffermg a remote evil as traders,

have violated their indifpenfible duty as ‘men and
Chriftians ; have even facrificed their own fervants to
their fear, and left the natives thould beinftruéted and
mformed have hnh@rto negletted the fending ever a

clelgy man

for the fupply of the faétories.
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dergy—man tokeepup afente of religionatany of their
faCtories. - Why are the Efkimaux {uffered to- be
driven from their native. refidence; and the fhore of
the Bay to be left defolate, but for the fake of dif-
couraging all attempts to eftablifh a fithery # Or
why are animofities and divifions cherithed among
the upland Indians, but to keep the fur-trade with-
in a certain valde, that none may be tempted to
engage in it to the Company’s difadvantage? They

| have made it plain from their own account. of

Kelfey, that an Englithman can travel the country
as well as a Frenchman; and that an Englithman
has it in his power. to “reconcile the differences
among the natives, and engage them.in a mutual
endeavour, to encreafe the number of pelts and furs
‘And there can be
no plaufible objeétion to.the taking the. fame
meafures now, except the diftance of the faétories,
and the interruptions from the French: but the firft
may be removed by makmg a fettlement at the head
of Nelfon-river, and other rivers fit for the purpvfe,
and the fecond, by dealing with the natives only
upon the the fame equitable terms, that the French
deal with them, The Company have advantages of
traffic fuperior to the French, being able to fupply
the natives with many heavy .goods, which the
French, on account of their diftance and the want
of a water-carriage, cannot fupply.them with; the
fame generous and friendly behaviour towards them,
therefore, which the French thew, muft give the
Company. a fuperlorlty of advantaoe upon . the
whole.

THRouGH this abufe, and neole& of the natives,‘

effe&ually ftopped. - But the Company proceeding
upon the fame felfith prmmple, ‘have conftantly dif-
couraged alldifcoveries and improvements ; haveufed
theirfervants 111 for fhewing theleaft dxﬁant inclination

the fource of all important and ufeful difcoveries is *

to.
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tobecome acquainted with the country and the peoples

and have looked with-an evil eye upon every defign
tormed in Britain for this purpofe, andexerted
their utmoft efforts to defeat it.* Is it not aftoni-
fhing ‘and paft credit, that tho® they had a factory
before the year 1688 within fix miles of the mouth
of Nelfon-tiver, which is the fineft river in- the

country for" trade, ‘and‘ have ‘been in conftant

pofieffion ever finee the peace of Utrecht, they had
not in ‘thé year 1744 difcovered whether -a thip
could go in and out ‘with fafety. As it is the
cuftom in the Bay "to reprefent every thing in the
worft ‘light, it was confidently afferted, that there
was no fafe entrance, ‘till captain - Fowler and I
‘made the attempt in 1745, and found a very fine
one. It is not thirty years ago that a thip wasloft
off Hayes’s-river, for want of knowing that there
was a good harbour and fafe entrance at Nelfon;
yet,. neceflary as this difcovery was, if captain
Fowler had not been in" the country,- 1 queftion
whether I thould have had intereft enough with the

governor to ' borrow ' a boat, and obtain leave

to make it: It was alfo’ confidently afferted, that
there was no timber upon Nelfon:river; but when I
‘went up and viewed the banks and creeks, I found
timber in great quantites, and very good.

" AmMonc the many obftructions that they pretend
lie in the way of all attempts of this kind, they
never fail to urge the feverity of the climate, and
the danger that life itfelf is expofed to from it at

certain {eafons. But in the coldeft part of “winter, .

I have lain many a night in the open air, with'only
~afence to the' windward made with branches of
trees, and a fire . upon the groundy and fometimes
by the vecring'of the wind, both fence and fire
have been rendered totally ufelefs: -and yet I can
honeftly fay, that'I was never ill half an hour all
~the time I ftaid in the country.  If it be faid, that
o ‘ re-

A

- the induftrious a comfortable fubfiftence.
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refolution only is wanting in the people at the Bay,

et them be thamed out of fo much effeminacy by

a neighbouring example: the Danes have been in-
defatigable in fettling the country in Davys’s {traits,
which though it lies in a much higher latitude than
the moft notherly part of Hudfen’s-bay, they think

well worth poffeffing and improving. = But of how

much greater value would they efteem the poffeflion -

‘of the country which we abandon through weaknefs,

or fomething worfe. , T,
‘T'urs plea, however, of feverity of climate, the

Company. would be deprived of, if they were
- obliged to account for their not fettling Moofe and

Albany rivers, and others to the fouthward of the
Bay; for they cannot pretend that the climate here, -
which is but in 51:28. is not very habitable; or
that the land is not fertile enough to yield to
0 le {ubi In this -
inftanee, they muft be reduced to acknowlege, at
leaft every intelligent man will be ready to do it for |

‘them, that a private company has no motive to

make fettlements, fince an exclufive trade and
monopoly with no more fettlements than are bare]
neceflary, muft be infinitely more profitable to the
pofieflors, than fettling the whole country, and enjoy-
ing the produce in- common with people who
would claim the privileges of Britifh- fubjes.

" Tur Company not only fit down contented at-
the edge of a frozen fea, when they have it in their
power to fettle in a warm climate and fertile country,
but fuffer the French to come behind them, and
carry off .the beft of the trade: yet with a

Yourth part of the trouble and expence that the

French are at in making thefe encroachments, it

is in the power of the Company, from the many
fine rivers of which they have the abfolute poi-
feflion, to ftop their progrefs and' recover to
‘Britain all that is loft of the trade and country.

But
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But thefe rivers, for eighty years paft, have on'y
‘been made ufe of, for" catching’ a few fith' fof oc-
cafional fubfiftence, * floating down timber for fire-
wood, ‘and bringing a few Indians once a year
-with thofe furs that are too heavy or too. bad to
'be carried to Canada, and fome intelligence’of the
- dangerous * expeditions ~ of  the ' French. ' It'.is

~univerfally believed at the * Bay, 'and T myfelf
believe it, as much-as I do that there is-a King
«of France, that the French will foon be in pof-
-{effion of our rivers, and claim the whole coun-
“try and tradeas. their property : ‘and then, furely,
“it will appear, how very confcientioufly the Com-
Ppany have made ufe of a royal grant to anfwer
‘'the valuable ends for which it was granted. -
- How = dangerous is fecurity ‘when built upon’
 the condu& of felfith men! The a& for confirming
‘the Company’s charter ~expired above fifty years
‘ago 15 they have not had the affurance to aP'Il:cjlY
R R S L o

.. * On the 28th o’fthis laft February, 1752, one Domiinic Man.

ners, a German,  who came from Hudfon’s-bay with . the laft
fhips, informied me, that the French had got to fuch a head, that
they were coming down to attack Prince of Wales's-fort,
‘and were actually within "a few days journey of it, when the
Indians perfuaded them.to return by the account they. gave
-of the firength of the place. This, he faid, was. confidently
believed at all the forts. ~ =~ .~ . .
f It being alleged in the Committee, that the Company’s
charter was confirmed by a of parliament, the Lords and
Commons ' journals “were infpe&ted; in which it appeared,
that in 1690 the Company, fenfible that they had no legal
title to their monopoly, peutioned the Commons for a bill te

confirm their charter, ‘upon account of the great lofles they -

had fufteined from the French, and their having no right to
refirain Bnglifh interlopers. . Accordingly. a bill for a pex-
petual confumation was brought into the houfe; ‘but upon -2
petition againft the bill from the farriers, and afterwards
from the northern coloniés of America, fome of which cainie
too late 'to be heard,. at the third .reading a -rider. was pro-
- poled to make it temporary; and upon a- divifion, - whether
- $or {even or ten years, it was carried for . the latter ; but the

T e Y e
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for a renewal; and yet have been mean enough to

~ keep the abfolute poffeflion of what they Knew

Was become the property of, the nation. . This
could only be done by little arrifices. unworthy

the character of men; and accordingly, the trade

has been contralted, the colntiy not -only unfet-

~tled  and  concealed; but Jinduftrioufly, vilified,

and charts have been prohibited left the navigation
thould bc,féup{d_ fafe and eafy. . In the mean time
the: French are quietly permitted to extend. their

trade and fa&ories Wwithin land to fuch a. length,
asmuft end in the total alienation of this country,
if the Legiflatire does not quickly riterpofe to
fave it. .~ .. I

Urox the whole: The cotntries furrounding

Hudfon’s-bay and fliaits have a fea-coaflt of a-

bove two thoufand miles extent, from 52 deg. 3'0,

to more than 65 deg. north latitude, great part’

of which is in the fame latitude as Britain.. - Upon
this fea-codft are many broad and

diftance fouth, fouth-eaft,
Bay. Some of thef¢ rivers are navigable  as far
to the fouthward as 45 deg. thro’ many {pacious

lakes encompafied by populous nations. - The

country abounds with beaver, martins, foxes, and

other animals, whofe furs are of great price ; and

with elks, and moofe, and 1nnumerable herds of -

eer and buffaloes: the foil is fertile and the cli-
Inate temperate, fit for the produce of all kindsg

Yords -returning it. amended, by inferting feven years inftead

~ - g N -
-of ten, the Commons - agreed to the anzendment and paffed

the bill. The Commons, “however, to prevent their béing
e . R . P . S}
{L'.]I Pnzcd mnto fuch ‘an a&.for the tuture, came to a refolution,
which was made a ftanding order of “the Houfe, that no pe-

titon fhould be received for confirming any charter, unlefs -

the' charter itfelf was annexed o the petition,

G o - of

coalr are, broad deep rivers,
the fources of which are at feveral hundred miles
and fouth-weft of the
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of ‘grain, and for raifing ftocks of ‘tame cattle:
and - the ‘coaft abounds' with black “and white
whales, ‘feals, fea-horfes, and various kinds of
{mall fith: thére are alfo 'many valuable mines
and minerals, and a vaft track of land to the fouth-
weft ftill to be difcovered and improved. - '

«~Tue trade of thefe extenfive countries, equal
almoft to a fourth part of Europe, is monopolized
by the Hudlon’s-bay Company under the pre-
tended {anélion of a charter, and confined to.a

{mall t:api'tal and an annual export of lefs than five

thoufand' pounds. ~ The ‘Company have only four
{mall factories and two {mall houfes, in whieh:they

‘do not employ one hundred and fifty Europeans’;
‘and but three or four veflels, under two hun-
dred tons burden’ each.. The & faftories  are

fituated at the mouths of. rivers upon a frozen
fea ; “whilft the inland countries,” which are plea-
fant, fruitful, and temperate, are fuffered to lie
a ufelefs and unprofitable wafte. - The trade con-
fifts ‘only of  thofe furs which the natives bring
down' in their birch-canoes, fcarce large enough
to contain two men with an inconfiderable cargo:
and as - this abufed people receive little or nothing
in exchange for their furs on account of the ex-
travagant {tandard by which Britith goods are
rated, they bring down no more than will "pur-
chafe them common neceflaries, and now and then

a few trifling toys; being either reftrained from

taking many furs,” or induced to leave them to
rot at. home, from the want of "a fure and ad-
'vantageous market. T

-~ Durinc the long time in which the Company
have been' in - pofieflion, they have not once at-

tempted to civilize ‘the manners or inform the un-

derftandings. of the natives; neither inftructed
them in the great principles and “duties of piety,

‘nor in the common arts of fecular life, how to

: navi-
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navigate the tivers and lakes' with better veflels,
how to improve their hunting and - fithing; how
to -raife and’ propagate -tame ‘cattlé, ‘or draw -
fleds in winter as is practifed in Ruffia. - Nor have
they ever encouraged their own fervants to navicate
the rivers, and carry up goods for the fupply of
the natives ‘at home; nor allowed ‘any - Britifh
fubjets to fettle,- plant, and trade here, as is ufual |
in‘ other proprietary colonies. -~ On the contrary,
{o very infenfible are the Company- to the wel-
fare’ of Britain, that they not only connive at the
trade which -the French are carrying on about
the Bay, ‘but ufe every artifice to prevent the
knowledge ‘of the fa&. - Indeed the French fup~
port this trade at great labour and expence ; yet,
on account of the exorbitant price ~ which the
Company fix upon their goods, they ‘are- ableito -
underfell them, and, in confequence, to carry off'
the choiceft and moft valuable furs. And hav- |
ing thus an undifturbed and improving poffef-
fion, they will foon claim a right to the whole
country and its productions, as they have already
done at Penobfcot, St. Croix, and Chigneéto.

Are thefe countries and feas then perpetually
to be locked up from Britain by a charter which
1s no longer fupported by altof parliament? Is
this vaft continent, the due’ improvement of
which would bring immenfe wealth to the nation,
to lie uncultivated and unknown; or to be dif-
covered, fettled, and improved, only by the
French ? - This, indeed, feems to be the alterna-
tive chofen by the Company, who either will
keep to themfelves an’inconfiderable part, or
fuffer the French to be in poffeffion *of the
whole,” But as an extended commcrce and 2 for-

- midable marine, are now the great points aimed

atby all the kingdoms and ftates in the neigh-
bourhood of Britain, it is more than ever become
- G2 hee
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| her wifdom and - her.duty, not enly to fecure thé

pofleffions fhe already has; but to lay hold of every ' - A PP EN D I X N | | .
‘ A. Nums. 1.

- opportunity te multiply and enlarge therm. This

- .and this alone, ‘will ‘enable her to maintain_ the .
balance of Europe, and to preferve herfeif from N N AR
‘becoming one day a tributary dependent ‘upon § ’Mﬁ*-ﬁ*TWW‘H“Y"Fmﬂ%ﬁ«%&ﬁ*ﬁr*%ﬁﬁﬁ%ﬂ.m*
fome more active and vigilant power. ‘ ' ‘ - S,

.. Tr what I have fuggefted in thefe theets proves in L A SHORT .
‘the leaft degree inftrumental towards fecuring the ' [
pofleffion, and bringing on the univerfal fettlement . Y & ’ WM T
.an‘d»7-~CL]1-t1j;_rg:-rj of _theb_coimtries about Hudfon’s-bay, n A C ' C O U ~ N : l ,

it will gratify my higheft expectations. - With this | e . OF THE . S
view. alone I have laid thefe facts and obfervations S o

before the public, hopihg that the eyes of  my i D I S C O V g E _, R | Y " |

country. will be opened,: before {o large a propor-

tion of her beft interefts as'a trading- nation ar¢ | o
for ever buried from her fight.. -~ : o : OF ' R
. ‘ ’ ‘ : o

Ofthe BR1T15H PROCEEDIN(;S there fince
i | the Grant of the Huc{/&;z"s-deCHARTER.' -
F N8 F ~ Tocermrx
- Wﬁh,REMARKS upon the Parrrs and
| LVIDENCE produced by that COMPANY
- 1n the Year 1749, before a CommiTT B Eo’f
-the Hono;;rable Hovuse of Commons
Lap;_)omted to enquire into the Staté'and Con:‘ '
dition of the Countries about HU D § ON’s- -
B A2, and the Trade carried on there, "

I EHH P e bbb
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Containing a flort Account of the Difcovery of
- Hudfon’s-Bay, and of the Britith Proceedings
~ there fince the Grant of the Hudfon’s: Bay
. g’éﬂrz‘g}ﬂz &c, oo R ";;;_,‘t_.

OHN and Sebaftian Cabot failed from Bri-
~ {tol, and difcovered Newfoundland, or Prima
Vifta, in 14943 and Sebaftian failed again;
«¥  at the expence of King Henry VII, in May
1497, in queft of a north-weft paffage to India;
He proceeded as far north as 67 deg. 30 min, ‘
reurned to 56 deg. and failed along the coaft from
thence to 38 deg. being the firft who difcovered
the continent of America; Columbuys at that time

. having only difcovered the Weft-India iflands. -

 Capramwy Davys in the years 1585, 1586,

and 1587, difcovered the- ftrait which is called
after him, as faras 73 deg. north; and the coaft
from thence along the entrance of Hudfon’s-ftrait;
which made way for Hudfon’s difcovery 5 and
from thence the coaft to 55 deg. *meeting with a

fine harbour :and ‘inlet in 56 deg. two leagues -

wide, with a flronig tide, ‘where he expected 4
paflage, ard where he alfo faw and caught a great
huimber of fine fith, - . SR
AR a2 Hupson
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Hupson failed in April 1610, and difcovered

all the {trait, and the eaft and fouth coaft of the
Bay called after him, and wintered there : but upon
his return he was {et adrift by his men, and never
heard of afterwards. Sir Thomas Button f{ailed in
1612, wintering in a siver in 57 deg: 20 min.
which- he named Nelfon-river, after his mafter
who died there : he difcovered all the weft-fide of:
‘that, and Button’s-Bay, from Nelfon-river to Ne
Ultra in 65 deg. and- Cary’s Swan’s-neft. Bylot
and Baffine, who had been in both the former
voyages, . in 1615 difcovered the north-weft

art of the ftraits, t6 Cape-comfort in 65 deg.
and Baffine in 1616 failed to the bay in 78 deg.
which is'called after him. . The captains: James

~and Fox failed in 1631. James difcovered. all the

fouth-eaft, fouth, and fouth-weft fides of the Bay,
from Nelfon-river fouthward, and wintered in
~ Charleton ifland ;. and Fox -difcovered all the weft
of the Bay; from Cape Henrietta Maria in 55 deg.
‘to the Welcome in 64 deg. 30 min.: and the eatt
of ‘Cary’s Swan’s neft, beyond Cape Comfort,"to
lord Wefton's Portland in 66 deg. 47 min. where
the coaft rounded away to the fouth-eaft, ending
in 2 bay.: . So that the whole Strait, Bay, and
~Labrador coaft, were difcovered by the Englifh,
without any competitors, . except Munck, . who

was fent by the King of Denmark in 1619, when -

he wintered in Churchill, or Seal-river; but I ra-
ther think in Churchill-river, a brafs gun being
- taken up there fome years after Hudfon and But-
- ton had-difcovered the Strait.and Bay. = .-

. No farther difcovery was made by fea, of whic
_there is"any journal:or record, . except De Fonte’s
- Account 5f the Bofton fhip under Shapley in 16403
 gill captain Gillam’s, who fajled with Rattiffon and

De Groifeleiz, in 1668. Thefe. Frenchmen; being

- in Canada, in the country of the Outaouyas, nei the
R v uppey

was made by fea, of whxch
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upper lake, and hearing of Hudfon’s-Bay, formed
a-icheme -to poffefs it : ‘bt meeting with no en-
couragement . in Canada, where a company was’

formed, who bad .got a monopoly of the fur-

- trade; and having no fund of their own to carry on

the project, they went to Bofton, and from thence
to Liondon, . where they were liftened to with plea-
:fu;e, and feveral perfons of rank, and . wealth,
Joined in fitting out the Nonfuch ketch, under the
command of captain Zechariah Gillam, who lived
in New-England, and probably had failed north-
~wards from thence, and was acquainted with thofe
northern feas ; and Rattiffon and De Groifeleiz
accompanied him. SRR R .
- By Gillam’s journal, he failed from Gravefend
the 3d of June 1668 ; on the 4th of Auguft he
faw Refolution ifle, at the ‘entrance of the  Straity
b){ the 19th he got to Diggs’s ifle, at the entrance -
of ‘the Bay, without mentioning any difficulty
from the ice; on the 31ft anchored at an ifland
in the Bay, near the eaft-main, in 57 deg. 49
min. ; on the 4th of September got in with the
eaft-main, -in 55 deg. 30 min. and by the 2 5th,
t0 a bay near 51 deg, 20 min, and by the 29th to
a river then called Nemifco, as running from Ne-
mifco-lake, but called by them Rupert’s river,
where they wintered 5 it had eight foot water on
the bar, -and two fathom-and a half within, and -
was about a mile broad 3 they were frozen up the
gth of December, and the. cold was almoft over

in April 3 in" June it was very hot, when they

prepared to-fail for England. o
I mave béen the . more  particular in ~,ab1‘idging.
this Journal, - becatife ' it has been {aid :in - fome

printed accounts of tlie Hudfon’s-Bay affairs; that -

afg:eg entering and failing‘thro* the Straits, he had
failed up to 78.deg.: in Baffine’s-bay, and then re- .
turned;and wintered. in"Rupert’s-river ;' which is a -
P : a3 falfe

1
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falfe ftate of the fa&t. - But from thefe falfe acs
counts, feveral charts, fince publifhed, have traced
an opening north of Nottingham and Salifbury
ifles, and eaft of Cary’s Swan’s-neft, into Baffine’s-
bay ; and captain Middleton adopts this, having
inferted it in his new chart, as an undifcovered
" firait,  to fupport his frezen ftrait ;. which has
no -other foundation but thofe falfe - accounts
given of Gillam’s voyage. I

" Taue adventurers, upon their return. in 1669,
~ with prince Rupert and feveral other great men
at their head, applied and obtained an unlimited
charter for ever; of all the land around and beyond
- the Bay, which was to be called Rupert’s land ;
together with an exclufive trade, in order to make

fettlements, as in other American colonies ; and.

to extend the Britifh trade, and find out a paffage

to the weftern ocean ; which charter bears 'date the-
‘2d of May 16%0; and Charles Bayly, Efq; was

fent over governor that year, in order to begin a

fettlement, and fix a factory, Which" accerdingly -

was fixed at Rupert’s-river in 51 deg. 20 min.
where Rattiffon, De Groifeleiz and Gillam, who
went with Bayly, wintered before. = A little to the
northward is a river called Petre-river, and to the
fouthward another called Frenchman’s-river, and
. mote to the fouthward a third and large river,
- called Nodway-river, which was five miles over
to. the falls. " In 1674, after confultation, they
propofed removing te Monfebi,  or Moofe river,
in 51-deg. 28 min. where, as it was farther from
Canada, they expected a better trade ; accord-
ingly the governor failed to difcover it, and from
thence failed to Schatawam, afterwards called Al-
bany river, in 52 deg. and from thence alfo. by
Viner’s ifland to Cape Henrietta Maria, in 55 deg.
going:.afhore at the: rivéer Equam; in ‘about 53
deg: ~In 1673, a jefuit, anative of England," fw:aJs-
BECIE o T ent.
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fent-from Canada over land ta difcover the coims
try, and our fituation, under pretence of friends
fhip ; bringing with him fome letters to -captain
De Groifeleiz from his friends - there, - which
gave the governor a fufpicion of his correfponding -
with the French, tg our prejudice. -~ - = @
By the printed account of the proceedings in
‘the Bay, Williamn Lyddal arrived from England,
as governor the 17th of September 1674, in the
Prince - Rupert, accompanied by the Shaftfbury
captain Shepherd.  But by the papers produced
by the Company, before the Committee of’ the
honourable houfe of commons in 1 749, it appears;
that Bayly was governor in 1646, at which time
they wrote to him to fend. up men into the couns
try to make difcoveries ; and by a letter ‘from
him to.the Company in 1678, he was then alfo'a
governor ; but whether he was appointed at Moofe
or Albany, when Liyddal was governor at Rupert’s-
river, doth hot appear,as’ no place is'mentioned
in the letters. . -Liyddal was afterwards fucceeded

- by Nixon ;. in. whofe time they thought of moving

to Albany-river, and made Charleton ifland thé
rendezvous of their thips, and a kind of ftorehoufe
for their goods. - Some time after the Company
difmiffed Rattiffon and De Groifeleiz from  their
{ervice, upon which they returned to the French'in
Canada. 00
~ Monsreur ' De la Poterie, in his hiftory of New

“France, fays, that Jean Bourdon, who was out in

the year 1656, was the firft Frenchman who was
in.Hudfon’s-Bay; having failed round from Cana-
da, in a bark of 30 tons, by the Labrador-coaft,
gnd Hudfon’s Straits, 7 .or 8oo leagues ; althq?
1t.was only. 130 leagues by land from Quebec :
that he then made an alliance” with .the natives,
and they hearing of a firange nation in their neigh-
bourhood; fent: 1o Quebéc in- 1661, to begin a
A4 pade,
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trade,” and to defire a miffionary tnight be fent t¢
them 3" and accordingly one was ‘ordéred, but the
Indians, upon their return, repenting of what they
had' done, ‘refufed to conduc¢t them, {o they went
back:to Canada: yet he fays they fent again in
1663, and prayed the governor to fend them fome
‘French,and he fent one Couture, who proceeded

" to-the Bay, and ereCted a crofs upon an eminence;

and ‘fet..up the French arms engraven in copper,
taking pofleflion of thefe countries for the king' of
France.: This is ‘the foundation of - all the claim
the French pretend te have to the Bay, which had
fo long and fo often: before been difcovered, and
- poffefled for whole winters together by the fubjeéts
of Britain ; and hence Rattiffon and De Groifeleiz
- thought’ of . going to England to take. poffef-
fion:of - the Bay for the Englith: ‘but when thefe
men: were difmiffed the Company’s fervice, he:
fays.they repented of having engaged in- it, and
obtained their pardon in France; and upon their
return to Canada, they prevailed with the French
- Company there to jointhem; and to fit out a
bark to take pofieflion of Nelfon-river, which the
- Englith Company had not at that time fettled.
- WaiLstT De Groifeleiz and Rattiffon” were fail-
ing round in-their bark in 1682, the Englith

‘Company at the. fame timeé" refolved to pofiefs
* Nelfon-river, and appointed John Bridgar gover-

nor, who was to fix afactory there by the advice
of ‘captain Gillam ; which letter, as -given in to
the Committee, was dated the 15th .of May 1682.

But before either of ‘them got :there, :Benjamin .

Gillam, fon: to captain Gillam, had from New-
" England  made- a lodgment there ; “but was not’
ieft by the fhip- above :fourteen . days; = before:
Rattiflon and De Groifeleiz arrived. The Englifly

had “fixed at the mouth of Nelfon-river ; and the -

French' had entered St. Therefa,.or Hayes’s-rivesy

~
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the other btanch of Nelfor,” on'the fouth fide' of
the iﬂan'd» 3 and ‘tén days after Bridgar arrived ¥
but was*ordered away by ‘De Groifeleiz; -who'
had got ' poffeflion of the river : however: Bridoar
ftayed,: and ‘made a’ fettlement 6n'the Nelfon
branch, feven'leagues from the entrance of the ri-
ver. 'The French and:he continued good friends
till February, when the' French' furprized them,
and put the'men on board a rotted fhip, ‘and fent
them down to the bottom-of the Bay's but carried
Bridgar-and Gillam ‘prifoners: to Ganada 5 leavin g
De Groifeleiz’s- fon, Chowdrt, and five men, to
keep pofieffion ‘of - Fort Bourbon, *'This is the ac~
~count ‘given by the’ Englith : ‘but there :are two
more ‘accounts -given: by the French, different
from each other, and from this ;- one by monfieur
Jeremie, “who “aftérwards was governor of .Fort -
Bourbon 5 ‘and the -other- by De la Poterie 3 both. .
which I fhall give in their own words. <+
~"Monsizur * Jeremie fays; that De Groifeleiz
hearing of Hudfon’s-Bay from the Outaouas, - up-
on his return to Canada, engaged fome merchants,
and ‘fitted out a bark, and failéd to St:Therela,
or Hayes’s-river where he wintered. During ithe
winter fome of - his people hunting upon the ice,
found that there were fome Europeans-at the en-
trance of Nelfon-river, and informing the governor,:
he went and found fix'Englithinen almoft ftarved.
with hunger, ' who fubmitted to him, telling: him
they were left,by a Bofton thip, which had beeny
fbrfc’ed-’ to feay - After this ‘fome favages told him,
that there: were' other  Englithmen fixed feven:
leagues up Nelfon-river, 'upon which he went one'

| featting mght, when they had been drinking freely,:

and furprized' and took: eighty, - tho’ he had but

~ fourteen with him. The following year he left-his-
~ fon Cho’u’art;’_—With-‘ﬁve'i—imer"l',‘fi'»to‘;‘keep‘--‘fihefﬁ'f(ﬁrt;3', ‘

and ‘i'et'urried‘ to Canada ;' but being difgufted at his:
S ‘ employers, -
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Javans. whe -harged  him with concealing
mployers,. who had charged him with concealing
i aft’ -0?- his. cargos he fent his brother-in-law; Rat-
fi'{rofi ~into France to complain 3 but his. remon-
ﬁan?cés‘ _not being regarded, he reconciled hi mf@;f
to ‘the Englifh, . and :went to England, from
- whence he returned: to_the Bay, to - relieve his
phew, and give up-the pofleffion. .~ .
n‘c-ll?\/‘léN‘?SI zur De la Poterie fays,  that De Groife-

Jeiz and Rattiffon-having formed a.fcheme to
poffefs Hudfon’s-Bay, went tor Bofton, and from
. thence to Londons, and afterwards; by the aid of
the Englith Company, ereted factories on Ru-
pert’s, Moofe, and Albany rivers. By the time that -
‘this was known in France, and Mr. Colbert was
“fent to Defchencan, - intendant of Canada, in May
4648, to conteft .the pofleflion with the Englifh,
De Groifeleiz and Rattiffon had repented. of the
:ﬁg eFd;te;c}; court, retusned to Canada, where, t;hg
French formed a Company for the Bay, and _ﬁttﬁ |
out;two fmall veffels under their command, who
went to. St. Therefa river, and built a little fort : a
yeffel .from Bofton came: three days after with ten
“men, which they received as fnends,,.per,rr'}r;t_m%
them: to.go to Bourbon, or .Nclfonfrwefr : aar;,
four days after that a fhip!arrived from Lon %né
the crew.of whom offering ‘to land, were oppofed
by the. fort, and in the conteft, the ice ;cuigtl?g
the cables,. the fhip was loft with fourteen o ft he
men ; .the reft  implored - the {uccour, of -the EQI-E:
“which they in pity granted; ar_.lud.gave_-‘them‘g % :
_to-carry them . to the bottom: of;.\ the 'Bjay;,, . ’he
Groifeleiz and Rattiffon, leaving eight men  in the
fort; took the interlopers to.Quebec, | who d Y‘;F? e ﬂf 63_
leafed. by .the. governor ;. and they being difgu hc:,:_
with: their, affociates - returned to-:France, Wl cz]n
lord Prefton was there Eembaﬁadgg Arom Englanc :
* oho engaged Rattifion to o again 1o Londop, and

givﬁ

-and having obtained their pardon from

¢ & )
give up the fort his fiephew Chouatt commmanded
to. the Englith Company, which he accordingly
did. . At the fame time the French Company had
fent from Canada two little fhips under Mantignie,
who 'when he ‘came to St. Therefa,: was: furpized

- to find it in poffeflion . of. the Englith ;.~he" was

therefore obliged to winter :in-a:little river near it
called Gargouffe, .and' return mext . year with a
bad trade to Quebec. "The Company having fuf

I fered the lofs  of 100,000 Livres, petitioned ' the

- French King to redrefs them, who on the 20th:of
May 1684, 'gave them St. Therefa, or Hayes’s= -
river, in' property, Which of thefe three:accounts

~ 1s genuine,  is left to the reader to determine. '

“In this period’ of time ‘the Englithi Company
fent captain John Abraham with flores, who find=
ing Bridgar gone, ftayed- there, and was made
governor in 1684, In 1683 governor Nixon was
recalled, and Henry Sargeant was made governor
of Albany: they then had a fattory on Hayes’s-

_ ifland, near Moofe-river, and had found a fives

on the eaft main, which they called Hon-glafs-
river, where they alfo fixed a factory, -expecting
great riches from a mine they had difcovered, but
it: turned to'no ‘account, In' 1685 they had five
faltories, 'Albany, Hayes, Rupert, Nelfon;, and
Severn, -and were in a flourithing condition; :but
in' 1686, the chevalier De Troyes in timeof peace;
went from Canada by land, and ‘took Rupert’s;
Hayes’s, and Albany fattories 3 at whichtime Tho-

. mas Phipps was made governor at Nelfon-river.

Monfieur D’Iberville ‘in. 1690 attempted: to take
York fort, 'when Geyer was governor, biit: failed:
of fuccefs’; however he obliged the Englifh to de-
fert New-Severn factory. In 1693; the Company;
by the affiftance of the Crown, retook’ Albany,
Moofe, and Rupert factories, :and: Knight waszaps.

pointed governor of Albany. In 1694 the French

- again

i
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~ ‘mgain recovered thém; but.in 16g5; by the affi
tance of two of the King’s fhips, the Bonaventure
and Seaford, ‘they were.again. recovered from the
French;: and Knight-again reftored to.his govern-

ment. . In the year. 1694, when Geyer. was flill -

governor, D’Iberville took “York-fort: he fet: fail
with two fhips the Poli and Charente, carrying with
him 120 men from Canada: he arrived at'the fort
the 24th of “September, and took it the 14th of
O¢tober, and wintered  there, leaving Mr. Foreft
governor; ' the 2oth of July 1695, ‘The next year,
31696, it ~was ‘retaken by the Englith, with four
fhips, and the garrifon  carried prifoners to' Eng=
land, among whom was Monfieur Jeremie, where
they remained four months. ~After their return to
France, ‘a {quadron of  five fhips was. fitted. out,
confifting of the Pelican of 50.guns, the Palmier
of 40, the Wafp, the Profound, and the Violant:
thefe were put under the command of D’Iberville;
at Newfoundland; and in Hudfon’s-ftraits were met
by the Hampthire, and two Hudfon’s-Bay fhips;
the Deering and Hudfon’s-Bay, which De la Pote-
- rie fays were of 56, 36, and 32 guns. 'An engage-
ment enfued with the Profound, but without any
effect,  being feparated by the ice.: Four' of the
French afterwards took fhelter .in Danith, ‘or
Churchill-river, the Palmier having loft her rud-
der in hard weather; but the Pelican, commanded
- by Monfieur D’Iberville, arrived at the entrance of
Hayes’s-river the 3d of September, and next morn-
ing the three Englith thips arrived. - The Pelican
had: fent her fhallop on fhoré, but weighed and
fought the three fhips, and by fome unlucky acci-
dent the' Hampthire overfet, upon which ‘the two
other fhips fteered off ; but he came up with, and
tookthe Hudfon’s-Bay : all-on board the Hamp-

thire:perithed; as the Pelican. had no boat to relieve -
them. " A florm: fucceeding that night, .the Peli~

can

‘ton of the trade and
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~¢an was driven athore, and loft, with part of her

ville, with the greater part of his crew, getting
fafe to fhore, upon the arrival of the other fhips

- from Danith-river, befieged and took York-fort ;

and after wintering, returned in the Profound :
and as there was no- timber upon. the river fic
to make a rudder for the Palmier, .before his
departure, - he appainted Mr. Serigny  governor,
and Mr. Jeremie lieutenant, who was afterwards
made governor. in' 1 708 ;. the French. poﬂ'eﬁing
it j’{‘QI’{?g_ that time to the peai:é of Utrecht, «%}Vhén
Jeremie delivered it up to the Company in_ 1714,
Baily was goyernor; and Henry Kelfey deputy in

1697, ‘wlhgn:‘.;Y‘c_)xjk fort.was taken by the French: -
{o that from that time to 1714, the Company had.
imlg Albg}p}y—,}flo;tz carrying on an inconfiderable
trade, until. they were reftored to York-fort - b
the treaty of ,Utyrecht} R .d’ to York fort by
. Arrzr they had regained the poffeffion of York
fort, in the year 1718 they built a wooden fort
at . Churchill-river, which they called . Prince
of Walgs’s fort ; and in 1730 ‘built another at
Moofegpx{er;v and - about the fame.time. a {mall
houfe, to contain cight or ten men, at Slude-river

v .

on the eaft main; and about eight or ten years ago
Henley-houfe, 150 miles upAlbany-river,  for
eight:men, as a check to the Indians who carried
on a trade with the French.. = "
.. THE merchants of ‘Great-Britain, in the besin-
ning of the year 1749, having petitioned the Houfs
of Commons to enquite: into the ftate and condi-

1 of the trade and countries adjoining to Hud-
fon’s-Bay; and the right the H@dfon‘éngfay"Cé'ni_
pany had by their charter to an ‘exclufive trade;

and alfo, in' what manner the trade to that -place

might be beft extended and improved; the matter

#f the petition was referved to a Committée, who

:eqUi'rédf o




my -j('m’i) feveral books and

o toed the Company to lay everal  books and
rqué;icéb;%srggﬁzgﬁ ;};nd' P?)i{tiCularlY to- inform
‘ fhéjm‘&vhﬁf encouragement they had’ gxyen“fo‘y the
fr’ilakiﬁ’g'ﬁiféoveries -of- thech\.Jntry, up the rg’ers
about -the- Bay, and what difcoveries had een
made 5 as ‘alfo what fhips they had fent, and en-
couragement given, for finding out a paflage '_Icq
the weftern: and fouthern A;nerzcan Qcean. fn,
compliance with this, the Company p_rgdg_ce{c%: e~
veral copies of paragraphs of letters _and inftruc-
tions; to fhew what they had done fince Fl}ﬁﬁgljznt
of their ¢harter, as well by fea'as by la.n_d',:~ in Q_} %'
to difcover the north-weft paffage, which they. ad
was. all the. fteps they had taken ;ff)r,;m,a}sn}g the
difgovery 3 ‘to which copiés they referred.” *
" In-order-to ftate the conduét of the Company

Iorder 10 e O e the foirit that has
vom the beginning, and fhew the fpirit th
g&?&ﬂ%&f éi‘r%ong them at-different. periods for pro-

e and difcoveries by fea and land, 1
| inggltlm gkg‘ggdtiée “of their papers in the order of
time, ‘and not" at:cordi_ng to ‘tl}elr ‘own vn(xlxme_rlc;;
difpofition - obferved in the lift prefixed to the
XEPOTL. e o be ol
e Company’s firft ;qf’crugiheq is to governor
BaYIY’ datedPMay 9 ’ 1676’ N o,'. XXVI % t hé?
 this time, which was foon after the grant 3‘ thelf
¢harter,” the Company, wds in" good hands ;

noblemen and gentlemen of fortune, who had prg- :
cured the charter, and promoted the trade to the

Bay, “ftill cdontinued pf&iptietors,' “and were con-

filted ' in the management, which was. made {ub-

fervient fo the national intereft as well as their Qw(rir.._
~TwuE paragraph of the letter referred to ftands

¢S You are to ufe your utmoft diligence to make
difcoveries, both of the coaft” and country, of mines,

and’ of @il [orts of commodities which the country doth

pradm& 3 gi‘i’z'ﬂg_zk&'hOIicﬁ"i/oe?e(}f; and of all'the dif-

coveries you foall make; by the firft opportunity. 'The

- anfwer

anfwer from Charles' Bayly, dated’ September
1678, is as follows :  William Bond, ' Thotmas
Moon, - and George Geyer, hawe been with me now
about fix years in'a confrant difcovery of thefe parss 3
Yea, in very dangerous places, where I am fure no
Seranger, yet come into the country, is capable of go-
ing to the [aid places, without much danger and pe- .
7ily notwithftanding the beft direftions, T am capable of
giving them s and I will affure your honours, that any
one wifcarriage in fuch & cafe,” will prove very difad-
Vantageous to your intereff. THo® the “above cited

inftruétions “were very good, and probably  fome
ufeful difcoveries had been made along the’ fea
coaft at the bottom of the Bay, yet the Company
did not produce any particulars of fuchi difcoveries;
and indeed as no factories were eftablithed but Ru-
pert’s, they being only preparing to' fix ar Moofe:
and Albany, very few ufeful difcoveries could -be
made within land at that time, except fuch as re~
lated to the foil and climte, - when the Nodways
were “their “enemies. upon' the eaft-main, and the
French-were fpiriting up the favages near Capada
againft them in that corner of the Bay. .
_ Tur next article produced, is 2 paragraph of a

letter to Johin Bridgar, upon appointing him go-
vernor at Fort Nelfon, dated May 15, 1682 5

wherein after faying, ‘that on account of his abi-
lities they had thought fit to chufe him to make a
fettlement in Fort Nelfon-river, they add ; Tn the
St place, upon your arvival there, you are, with the
advice-of captain Gillam, to chufe out the moft con~
venient place for building a boufe and fort, for your

fafery and accommodation 3 which when you Bave well

done, yoit are to ufe your diligénce to penetrate into the
countly, o make what diftoveries you can ;- and .ty
8¢ an acquantapce and commerce with the Indians

- théreabouss, which we bope in time may turn 1o age

€ount " aud anfwer the great charge we fball and may
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B ot in making tbisfefﬂém?’ﬂéf B%B%dgafzfj -‘@'ﬁg
ca rb thC"FrenChgyp e‘r‘f Lic I’Ol G..‘,:,j_ y &l

Freied ety with Gillm thecfore nothing ¢ould

Ehéﬁ be done towards making difcoveries, .~

" 'THE next par ag_;rapthf%iu\,‘?ﬁd;i(f;f- t};ﬁ Sgg};
- pany would not t?klfc the Lommitice with =
Totters, for fear of difcovering the fecrets of their,
management) is addrefled to Henry Rargeants,
whom ‘they had appointed g%»-vgnqii; ‘?fthf.’*: . 2333’
H L B e :Nr.' R Ry i date Prl 27 1, 10 : .
then their prime factory, dated April 27th, 1¢
Toy are 1o chuft out from amonglh our fervants fuch as.
are beft qualified with Jrrength of .éf?fxzx fﬂtb:fgu;f’m |
s oo ) travel and to penetrate into the counts >,
Iry language, to travel and 10°pengtrate into the cour
13 draws doon 1 Tndians b fair nd gentle s 15,
trade with us.. "Theé Company had ;ﬁ?‘i-;}"?‘?i&‘ en,
thenifelves up to felfifli views ' prerogative allo ran
?’rig’;ulred into, "and the charter was deemed a fﬁ;‘?
Chenttitle to theif trade ; they could therefore ey
venture to_encourage their fervants to leamn the.
fé&é}ar‘rhdiah..lat.igiaagé;, ; agﬁiff? : ““i{fii‘f 5 o ijl‘g-
A R B o ‘& friet 5. WLt 1€ Co
uaintance, and make nendinips Wwith e peok
But this policy has been exploded fince the peace.
‘of . Utrecht 3 the Indian t@nguﬁfl- 1????% 13?:Zycan 1
- jf‘.;"- A e s L et L. a - fa 11arity . and;
initercourfe with the natives forbidden, under the.

LR oy M Sfis PN % \., ¢ :ICérrﬁc’.

enalty. of forfeiture of wages; and bodily correc-.
B Thr. Sirgeant dnfuen Hils from Charleron:
ifland, 13t of September, 1683, that ifland | e
ing che plce then dppointed for she rendecvoud of

beir ‘thips and wade s 1 fball, ot be, neglediful as
S e

up the country with the Indians, to endeavour to pene

f74sé into what the cagniry will and gy groduces
aid. in doing their wimaft in bringing down the In ood
2o our fasiory 3" but your béﬂ?;ff @?%}45“?@5@ e
cou grement 10, 1hofe Wk ¥ L dinery,

LN

SR

t this time, exclufive monopolies were not

- 2hiat will éﬁ%ém;e‘fuc/o"emp_loy_é}z'em

dintary [ervice; - or clfe T Sfear there will be byt Sfew
TrE next abffrad@ is to Mr. Sargeant, ~dated
May 22; 1685, twenty months after the receipt of
his. e perceive our Jervants are unwilling to travel
wup. wnto “the country by reafon of danger, and ‘want
of encouragement. " The danger wé jidge is nor mere
now than formeily s and fbr‘Z}’a'éir"éiécozlmgement': we
Sball plentifully’ Feward thems ‘when we find they de-
Jerve ity by bringing down Ludians 1o our fattories, of
which you may affure them. And then they name four
perfons whom they think qualified to g0 up into
the country: . Sargeant anfwers this from Charleton-
ifland, “Auguft 24, 168 5. Mr. Sandford does ot
accept the terms your honours propofe, but rather chufes
20 go home: neither be, nor any of your fervants, will
Iravel up the country; altho’ your bononrs bave greatly
defired it, and I preffed it upon thofe propofals you have
binted. At this time the French in Canada had re. _
ceived orders from Franee to difpoflefs us of our
fatories in the Bay, which they were Ppreparing to
effect. But for the four or five preceding years
they had been paving the way to this, by gaining
over the Indians, ‘and promoting divifions betwixc

- them and the Englith : this was fufficient to deter

the fervants from travelling up the country, where

they would éndanger their lives without any prof-

pect of advantage, but what ‘depended upon ~bare

‘promifes of rewarding them when they brought

down Indians to trade. Bur cdnﬁdering the little

v chanéewthere'wasfor this, and that they were not.

permitted to trade upon their own account, ‘the en-
couragement propofed was not equivalent to the ha.

‘zard. Yet how different are thefe inftruions from

thofe which the policy of the Company has induced
them to iffte fince, “Then thejr fervants were in-
vited, prefied, and encouraged to go up the rivers
into the inland country, in order to make difco<
BV ‘ : ' veries, -
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veries; - eftablith a friendthip with the Indians, and
‘ bring them down to trade with us... But now ifa
fervant betrays the leaft inclination to do this, heis
difcouraged, ill treated; and often fent home asa
dangerous man, more bufy and inquifitive thap is
_confiftent with the intereft of the Company, and of

their governors -in the Bay.. The year following,

- 1686, the French took all our factories at the bot-

tom of the Bay, and kept them till 1693, when
they were retaken by the Englifth, who loft them
again in 1694, -and recovered them a fecond time-
in 1695 : in this interval the Company held no-
thing but York-fort and New-Severn, to which
two fatories only they could fend inftructions, tilk

they were difpoflefled -by D’Iberville .of New-Se-

vern in 1690, and-of York-fort in 1694, ~ ~ = -
. TuE next paragraph produced by the Company.
is addrefled to governor Geyer and Council at Port
Nelfon, 2d of June 1688.. e direti that the bay,
Henry Kelfey, be fent to Chuichill-river, with Tho-
mas Savage ;. becaufe we are informed be is-a very
attive lad, delighting much in Indians company, being
never better pleafed than when be is travelling amongft

o (19)

as the Comiipatiy have produced no anfiwer to this

letter; I {hall drop all farther obfervation upon itl.%
- THeIr next inftruction is alfo to governor Geyer

and Council at Port ‘Nelfon, dated 22d of May,

1690.. If any two or three of our fervants [ball

Joew their forwardnefs to &o upon new difcoveries, we

requsre jou to encourage the undertaking; and upon their

good ﬁychqﬁ';_ to allow them fuch advance of “wages
or gratuity for their pains;  as you in your diferetion

Jhall find convenienty which we willy upon your

intimation of it to us, allow and approve of. - Tho!

 the Company- yet kept up the {pirit for making dif-

'goveries;‘ it 1s to be obferved, that the encourage
ment which they kere propofe is very triﬁing s no-
;hmgwa_s to be given the men before they” went;
and nothing when they returned, unlefs they were
fuccefsful,. ‘and then it was left in the power of the
fort the 8th of September, the fame year 1690, -
immediately " after ‘he received it. This fmmer’
I fent up Henry Kelfey (who chearfully undertook
the journey) wup into the country of the Affine-poets,

\ @iib.t/af? captain of that nation, to call, encourage,
and invite the. Pemoter Iudians to a trade. with us; -

governor. - Geyer anfwers this letter from York-

them, nevertb;fgfs would not -have bim too foon truft-
- ed amongft thofe unknown natives, without a pledge
from the Indians 5 cautioning eur men likewife that
they be not too fecure when they. fball come to a treaty

| and am in great bopes of @ plentiful increafe of trade
} Jront that wation.” By the Company’sflééer' idri
"ot tao. fectre when § - | 1688, only two years before, - Kelfey was then
with any mumber of thefe people, who have o diftin- [ deemed but a-boy, and ordered to be fent to
guifbing charafier of being move treacherous than any Churchill, which was not complied with, -théugh
other Tudians in the counsry. It does not appear | without any reafon given for that neglect by ‘the
that this was executed. Nelfon-fatory had been- governor;, or for his fending him a quite contrary
only fixed in 1684, after Bridgar was carried off, way without orders from the Company. In two
and Chouart had given it up fo the Company 3 years; however, ‘he could not be much altered from.
and Churchill or Danifh-river was not then fettled :: a boy; and therefore, as I fhall afterwards have.
* how it came therefore by the name of Churchill- occafion to take particular notice of Kelfey’s jour-.
river is only to be gueficd at, as Lord Churchill nal, I fhall only now-obferve, that the account of
in 1688 had made no great figure, tho’ he and his his firft going, ‘as handed down by the Company’s
fifter were favourites with King James. Howevery: R b2 Aervanes
| | | - as |
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erv: in . the .Bay ever fince, ig moft p‘robabjly
i%rzz?ﬁh 3 fﬁzirriély,y that Geyer ,dx,dlnot.: ,fen.d} h;;r.n;
up, but that having feverely corrected. hlr‘g ot
fome mifbehaviour,  the boy refented it, and being

| Vérif intimate with .the Indlans,...took_the opPorltuf
pity of running away along with them: fo ct{:.lat‘
Géjié1';".ﬁndi11g‘. the Company defirous of fefx_ ing
upv. upon difcoveries, ‘made a merit of Kclfe}{ S gﬁ-g_
ing up'; faying that be bad [ent bim. up, . before he
received their orders : and this will be farther con-

; , foers about”
d from the other letters and the anfwers about B
gﬁ?ﬁdfmm Kelfey’s journal. The Company in their -

“anfwer to this, dated the 21ft of May 1691 to
éf;ver and Council, fay, Are glad you prevailed ;zgztﬁ
Henry Kelfey zo undertake a journey with the Indians
to thofe vemote paris, hoping . the encouragement you
bave given bim, in the advance of bis Sfalary, wzll-.zln_-‘
figate other young men in the {fﬂﬁm‘:}’ to_follow bis

example. - The Company. we fee ftill keep up the-

fpirit of difcovering the inland countries. fGé:yelf
“anfwers this from ,Yorli-f(?x't,' the 12th of - Sep=
tember 1691. I bave received a Zletter- ﬁf(mi ITIEI‘;’Y.
Kelfey, the young man I fent up laft _yag ;Z”t }t}ge;
- Affine-pocts, which gives me to ‘wz‘deft/inn . cz_b the,
Indians are contimually at war within land, Qut : amir
promifed to get what beaver they can againft next yeag ;
others not before the next fummer come. rwelvemonths,

awhen they promife to come down 5 but Kelfey £ bave -
ordered to return next year, ‘with as many Indians as

- be con, that being informed of the bumour and nature
ff z‘]aek Sfrange geople, I may know the better /ao;u
20 manage. them at their arvival. - I bave fent the
faid young maw -a new commiffion, and neceffary in-
fruttions, with a. [upply. of thofe. things he wrote

for, that be might the beiter accomplifp the end 1 ﬁ;z_z:
bim for, and gave.bim charge to fearch diligently for

sines, mnerals, o, drugs of what kind foever; and to

7 bring

i
4
{
H
;
H

B with them to the faftory 5 whi

45y, which will enable them

. - (21)
pring famples of them down with bim and for other
Joung wen. qualified to undertake Juch a journey, when
J Jfee their willingnefs,” and find it convenient, I will
not fail to give them by bis example all fuitable en-
fouragement, . .. T

- GEyER again writes from Yf(,)rk~fort:lSéptember,
9, 1692. Henry Kelfey came down w

‘ ith a . good
Seet of Indians 5 and bath. travelled and endeavonred
to keep the peace among. them accerding to my orders.
The Company .anfwer the 1 7th - of

W are glad that Henry Kelfey is Jafe

returned, and

| brought a good flect of Indians down with bim, and
Jent. about, in

bope-be has effected thar ivbich he was
keeping . the Indians from Warring one. with: another,
that they may bave more time fo look after their trade,
and_bring a larger quantity .of furs and: other trade
ch you. alfo may diffnade

them from, when they are with Jou, by telling them what
advantages they may make 5. that the more Jurs they
bring, the more goods.they will be able to purchafe of
to live mare comfortably,

and keep thent from want in time of fearcity 5. and.
that you inculcate into them better morals, than they
Yet underfiand 5 that it doth advantage them nothing.
to kill and deftroy one another 5 that thereby they may .

Jo weaken themfelves,  that the wild ravensus beafts.

may grow too numerous for them, and-defirgy thefe
that. furvive ;. befides, if Jeir means will not prevaif,

- you may tell them, if they war and deftroy ome anather,
thofe that are the occafion of it, whoever they are,.

Yot will not fell them any more gunsy. powder, or fbot,
which will expofe them to their enemies, who awill.
bave the mafter of them, and quite defEroy them from
the earth, them and’ their wives and children, which
muft work fome terror in them ;- and that you are fent
thither to make peace amongft them., - and that ox the.
other fide, if they do live peaceably and quictly withous .
war, you will let them bgw awy thing you bave for

3 L Eheir

June 1693,

Y
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‘their fupport, and be kind to t}aémal[, and ﬁt})]?lj'
"t;iai’in ‘{vﬁial} necelaries, let their number be ever - fo

great. Thefe and other arguments you may ufe to
them, as they occur-to your hind and memory. - :

ThHis letter is written with a truly chriflian and
Britith {pirit. - But there was po ‘opportunity ‘fog
exccuting thefe generous purpofes till after the
peace of Utrecht ; the French having taken York-

fort the following year, and kept pofleffion of it

for above twenty years together, except the year
1695. In the mean time, as the Company had only
Albany-fatory, and were furrounded on every
fide by the French, their trade declined very
much ; and the chief’ among them, ».defpalr‘m'g. of
ever feeing their affairs in a flourithing condition

~ again, left the management to a kind of unchange-

able Committee, who introduced a new policy,
and acted upon maxims entirely felfith. =
. T sHarL now -confider ‘Kelfey’s journal 5 but
before T dbftract it, I cannot but take notice that
the Company in the title of N°. XXVII, callit
a journal of Henry Kelfey in the years 1691 and

1692, fent by the Hudfon’s-Bay Company to make.
'dfc?afverz{’:', “and increafe their trade inland from the
Hay s and in N°. XXVIIL, A journal of a voyage
and journey yndertaken by Henry Kelfey ' to difcover

and -endeavour fo ,éﬁ;‘zg: to a commgree tbe Naywa-
tamee-Poets 1691 ; and then immediately fub-

by Henry Kelfey, through God’s affiftancey to difcover

DupricaTe,

| 'in N°. XXVIII is July 5, 1691 3 and

ip what"i§ called Dupricarte,  July'is, 16927
yet the journals aré exadtly alike, excepting only
- a few trifling variations"in the expreffion, chiefly

in the firft paragraphs, and the addrefs at the end;

,‘zs:hc' firft concluding, Siry 1 remain your moft obedient

and

join, A journal of @ voyage and journey wndertaken.

and bring 13" a- commerce the Naywatamee- ?Qﬁ_ts’f‘

(23)
and faithful fervant, as if direed to the gover-
nor ; - and the fecond, [ reft, honourable mafters,
your moft obedient, and faithful fervant, at command,
‘as to the Company. But the Company, furely,
could not hope that the Committee would read

- only the titles of the papers that were laid before

them, and fo take it for granted that Kelfey had
made two journals 5 one in 1691 in compliance
with the governor, and the other in 1692 in obe-
dience to the Company. It is alfo to be obferved,
that at the time the Company gave orders that
two or three of their fervants fhould be fent up to
make difcoveries, the bill for an ac to confirim
their charter was before the Commons, which’
confirmation they expected would be perpetual.
Gever f{ays, be fent Kelfey up with the Affinz-

| poets, iz 1-6"‘9‘0'4,1 along with their captain, to encou-

rage and invite the remote Indians to- trade with
#hem 5 yet by Kelfey’s journa] he had not attempted
this till' a year after he firft fet out, beginning
only the sth of July 1691, after the governor had
Aent him," as he himfelf “fays, fre® inftructions and
@ new commiffion, and. had fupplied him with proper
prefents to make to the Naywatamee-Poets. The fub-
ftance of his journal is,” that be: got bis fupplies the
5th of Fuly 16915 fent the Stene-Indians ten days
before bim and fet out from Deering’s-point (where
the Indians always affemble when they go down to
trade) 70 feek the Stone-Indians, and afrer overtaking
them, travelled with them and Nayhaythaway- Iy~

| dians, to the country of the N-‘ang,tamee-]?oets, ‘and

was fifty-nine days in bis journey, incliding the reft-
ing days. He went firft by’ water feventy-one milés
Jrom: Deering’s-point, and then laid up bis cances,
and went by land three bundred and fisteen miles
tbrough. @ woody country 5 and-then forty-fix through -
& plain open country, baving only feen one river in-
kis journeyy fhallow, but a bundred yards over and
b4 '.gﬂer
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afler crofing pmd;, woodsy. and champain lands, faﬂ
esghty-one. miles more, which abounded with buffaloes

and beavers, e returned back fi ifiy-four miles, . where,

be mat the Naywatamee -Pocts, and made the proper.
Prefents to’ théir chicf, telling b/m, that. he. came to

wake peace betwint bim and the MNayhaythaway-In-

dians and Stone- Inc’uans, aind to inviie them to come
to the faftory with ‘hezr Jurs, awhich be promifed . to
camp/y w0ith nesx’z‘ Spring, . and to meet bim- at Deer-
ing’s- point 3 but he did not come, mwsze the Nay-

haythaway Indians bad ku]ed three of bis peopleinthe

winter, and be was afraid they would have intercepted:
bim on bis return home, vl?o:ceuer he -promifed to ge.
dowin the fozzowr%g year y adding, that the beaver i
their country are 'ﬂwmem!z'e, a/zd would cer mmly
come down every year.

ACCORDING to this journal, h\,lfcy cud not. go by-

Iand and water above five hundred Englith miles
in two months ; and as it does not appear. that
he had any compafs with him to know upon what

point he travelled, he probably did not ga in ail:
a hundred gnd twenty leagues in a firait line from

Deering’s-point,’ and. pe;haps ‘much lefs 5 for if.

Kelfey only computed: thefe miles he would take
- care not to make them lefs than they wete. By this.

" we may judge of the Indigns rate of travelling,.

which including, their days of reft, can very little
exceed emht mlles a day: Kelfey did not travel
more than five hyndred miles in 59 days, and yet
in: all that time he had but threg days rain, and no.
fnow; froft, or fleet, before the 12th-of September,.
But to return : if-
Kelfey.tvas fent.in 1690 by the governor to make.
cuicovencs md obfervations, it is very ftrange, that
he kept no. Journal of this expedmon but he did .
not even think:of beginning a journal till after he.
got his fupphes and new commtﬁion in July 169135. -
_ ;mr fr om rx"s 12th of f,ptember 1691 to Juné:

when . he. clgfed his- journal.

1692,‘

(25)

1692, when he 1eturned with a fleet of Indians, did

he keep any journal, or make any obfervations that

we know of,” but what are in the journal of ‘his
two months CXPCdltlon in 1691, We muft there-
fore admit the truth of the account handed down

- by the fervants in the Bay, that he was not fent by

the governor, but ran away with the Indians upon
bemo corrected; that when he wrote to the gover-
nor for pardon and leave to return, telling him at
she fame time, what fervice he could do among the
Indians, upon giving them proper prefents, -he had
peither pen,” ink, nor paper, but wrote with char-
coal an a piece of birch-rind 3 ‘and that Geyer find-
ing the Company defirous of making difcoveries
upon the profpect of obtaining a perpetual confirm-~
ation of their charter, he in 1691 fent. Kelfey in-

ftructions, with goods to give in prefents, .and

paper pens and ink to make obfervations, which
 lafted him no longer than the 12th of September,

in the fame year :. for if Kelfey continued his
Journdl and. obfervatlons down to September 1692,
the time of his return to the fort, we muft con-
clude that the Company have thought proper to

- fupprefs them, left the making pubhc fuch authen-

tic teftimonies of a temperate climate, fertile foil,
and a trade capable of vaft extenfion, thould brmg’
too fevere a- 1eproach upon thc prefent manage«-'
ment.

" THERE are only three letters more contained. in

We. XXVII relative to inland difcoveries after this'

period ; for the French being in pofitflion of York-
fort till the - conclufion of the peace at Utrecht, the
Company could only fend inftrutions to Albany.

The firft is to John Fullerton at Albany fort, dated‘

fo Jate a3 the 26th of May, 1708. - We onder you jo

Joon as it has pleafed God that you are ayrived fa ife in
the country to’ fend word amongﬁ the natives, to give
_ﬂ)m ’*zotzc(’ ‘that you are z‘bem wztb a confiderable

g cargo
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&érgpz of ~i,groo'd"ls,of_ all forts for their fupply,: and to ’

encourage them. to come with their commodities as much
as you can to trade with you. The fecond is to
captain ‘Anthony Beal, at Albany-fort, dated the
“29th of May 1711, containing the very fame words,
which need not be repeated. I fhall only obferve
here, that if orders to inform the natives that they
‘had goods: at the factories to trade with them, "can
be taken for orders. to make: difcoveries, the
. Company. may ' pafs what they pleafe ‘upon the
Tug third and laft letter about inland-difcove-
ries, as-it is dated but thirty-three years ago, may
be allowed to be written by the prefent Commit-
tee of the Company, if it canbe of any fervice to
“¢them: it is diretted toMr. Richard Stanton, or chief,
at Prince of Wales’s-fort, 4th of June, 1719. Zou
baving one Richard Notton -our  apprentice under
your command, whom we are informed by captain
Knight bas endured great bardfbip-in travelling with
- the Indians, and bas been very active and. diligent in
endeavouring to make peace amongft them,. we being
always defirous to encourage diligent and faithful fer-
vantsy upon. application.. of bis mother. in- bis bebalf,
have ordered bim a gratuity. of fifteen pounds. . What

proof of inland-difcoveries this letter could afford
the Committee, I cannot comprehend. . If Norton
made any upon his being fent by Knight to the.

northward, to inform the natives that there were

goods at. Churchill-river to trade with them, or to

learn .from- the northern Indians whereabout the

copper mine was, - (as is, mentianed,;in-,captain,Cary 4
ruthers’s evidence, which. I fhall hereafter confider,

he being the perfon who carried:him to Churchill,
and. put him into.a. canoe with two northern-In-
dians to difcover to.the northward ;) he:either kept

no. journal of - fuch’ difcoveries, or the Company.
they -have concealed it from the Committee & 1t

-appears
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appears however by Brown’s evidence, that Not-
ton owned to him that he was at the copper mine.
After ‘this® triffe 'of a letter they only fay, #What

farther relates to the difcoveries inland is contaitied in
“the papers already delivered in to the Comittee pur-
fuant to- their ‘order, concerning - Richard Norton.
"Since which' time is bas been cuftomary for: the chief
faitors 1o give. prefents to the leading Indians; to in-
“wite the far difiant natives down to. trade av'the fac-
tories, and to make peace amongft any of “the Indians
they fball find at enmity. THWANIAT L
* Here isa plain declaration, that fince the" year
1719 they have never taken ‘the leaft ftep towards

" making jnland difcoveries ;- nor does their care, or

théir judgment, at leaft, about the means of im-
proving their trade, appear from hence in 'a ‘more

* advantageous light : the making prefents-to"the

leading Indians, wha come to the factory,is vather
calculated to keep the diftant Indjans away 5 for it
is evidently the intereft of thefe people to keep the
trade to themfelves, and not divide it with others
perhaps ‘their enémies, to whom they are rendered

} {uperior by the arms and ammunition which they
“procure from the Company. e R

" Tue papers referred to about Norton are the let-
ters in N9, XXVI, confifting of five from Norton.
to the Company from 1724 to 1741, and of fix from
the Company to him, all relative to the trade at
Churchill and to the northward. The firft letter
in 1724, and the anfwer 17235, are about A leading
upland Indian, wbho brought a ftrange Indian #a the
factory,telling them be bad fupplied bim with tobacco and
goods to carvy bim bome again 5 upon which Norton
[upplied the leading Indian with other goods to carry
him bome. Norton adds, That be returned the fol-
lowing year; and. upon being afked after the frange.
Indian, ke faid, be bad beard nothing of bim, and
was afraid that in returning to bis oton country be
TR - had
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bad fallen into the bands of bis enemies. and was de=
Jfroyed.  But it is more probable, that this leading
Indian either. killed- him himfelf to get his own
goods back again, or, as he had gained his point

by -procuring goods -from Norton upon his ac-

count, perfuaded him to come no’ more. Norton’s
next letter in 1733, and the anfwer in 1734, -are

nothing to the purpole, be‘only fetting forth bis fer- ]
vices, - and they. acknowledging them. - In the Com-  }
pany’s letter to him in May 1738, they defire him~ |

to encourage the Northern-Indians end ‘Efkimaux
in-order to.get oil and - whale-bone, and. to [end over
deer,  elk, and moofe fkins i Wwhich he anfwers in
Auguft, faying, That be will fend what degr and elk
Srins be can, and promote the other trade 5 but coms
plains that few Indians ceme that year, as thofe who

came the preceding year twere [o near. perifbing with

hunger .in. the winter, that they were obliged to cat
sheir deer-fhins. o o

~In 1739, the Cdmp'a:ﬁy’i}@ezét: their orders about !

the northern trade, and order the floop to Whalecov‘g
to get Jinn and. oil, allowing one five per cent. uporn
the profit to-the mafter, and another five. per cent. to
be divided among the crew. ‘This he anfwers by
iaying, that be will fend the floop to the northward,
and obferving, that shey ought to havé two Yyears

Srock of all forss. In 1740 they write, -that zbey.

aiee pleafed to fee fo good a cargo from him sy that

they bope bis increafed tyade won't leffen that at York-
fort, and that be bas Jent the floop 1o 1he northward
as before dirested.  He anfwers in Auguft 1740,

that be will endeavour not to leffen the trade at York-
tore, but propofes not to fend. out the Sloap to . the

rorthward next yeat, as well to enable them to expe-
dite the building for their defence, as upon account of
the Spanifh war, and the danger of a ,Frenql} war. .
‘This they anfwered the 23d of April 14471, ac--
T T kenowledging

o~
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kivwledging the receipt of the floop’s Journal,  and
that the trade was finall, but might increafe if the
Soop went out earlier. They difapprove of bis laying
the floop. afide upon account of the war, contrary to
their: orders, being defirous of making new difcoveries,
ond improving the trade with the. Indians that fre-
quent thofe parts y and direst bim to Jend over . elks
and_deers borns. . He anfwers. in Auguft, . thit be
will comply with their orders 1 fending the. floop' ana
mally to the northward. Thefe are the important
papers they refer to in farther proof of their en-
couragement of  trade and difcoveries.. The laft
letter about difcoveries in 1741 was plainly forced

- from them, upon captain. Middleton’s -being fent

that year in- the Furnace-bomb upon the north<
welt difcovery. - - R
X smaLL ‘next extra@ from numbers -XVI and

- XX, which relate to the fame fubject, confidering

the papers in each according to the refpective dates.
N®. X VI is entitled, Copies of infiructions given by the
Hudfon’s-Bay Company totheir officers abroad, fo Jar

- as they relate 10 the difcovery of 4 north-weft paflage. .
And N°. XX, Copics of orders given by the Hud-
fon’s-Bay Company 7o Jundry perfons, fo far as they
velate to the difcovery of 4 north-weft paflage. This
laft is an abftract of their orders and inftructions
to Knight, Barlow (or Berley) Vaughan, and o-
thers,  about the expedition to thé northward,
which feems to be very imperfe®. -
- To captain -James Knight, 415 of June 1719,
Upon the experience we have bad of your ability and -
conduét in the management *of our aflairs, we have
upon your application’ to us,” fitted our the Albany
Frigate, captain George Berley, and the Difcovery,
captain David Vaughan commander, upon a  difco-
very to the northward 3 and to that end have given
you power and authority to alt and do all things re-
dating to the [aid voyage, (the navigation of the [aid

s
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. the northward, &c..
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jlszp and floop only excepted) and bave given oui [uid

“two commanders orders -and infiyuttions 1o that purpofe.
. You-are with the firft opportunity of wind: and weather

1o depart from Gravefend,  on yotr: i?_ztéffzded:;»;fz)oyagb;
by God's permiffion; 1o find-out the Straits-of Anian,
order to difcover gold and other w:zluqble.-’tmmoditie: to

9o captain. .«_George‘Berﬁleyyﬂ‘ odl s Yot ‘are alfo

with the firft opportunity of wind and weatber, 1o fail
our fbip- Albany Frigate under your command, - to what

place.captain James Knight fball order you to fdzflfo;‘,’
that is to the northward and weftward of 64 'deg. in
Hudfon®s-Bay 5 and to ufe your utmoft endeavours - 10
keep company with  the - Dilcovery, - -captain  David

Va-‘ugha.n,‘"comm_zmdei”;ﬁ but in cafe " you jbb’#ld be fepa-

rated from the Difcovery by firefs of weathér, or other-
wife, in your outward-bound voyage, - before you' enter
the firaits, then you ave to make towards the ifland
Refolution, and: ply off thereabouts for ten days, unlefs
You meet with bim fooner, that you may proceed on your

voyage together 3 and in all things during.the whole term

of this your intended vbyage, (except the navigation part)

Jou are to obey and. follow the dircHions and orders of

captain James Knight, &¢e. - o
‘pT 0 cgpmzfn David Vaughan. ody, You are alfo
with the firft opportunity, &c. (fame paragraph as'to

captain Berley) g3dly, But in cafe you have Said ten

days at the ifland Refolution, and do not meet with tbe
Albany iz that time, you are then to proceed to the

 Intitude 64 deg. north latitude, and- from thence north-

ward, to endeavour to find out the Straits of Anian

and, as often as conveniently you can, to fend 'jom&o?gp
2o the fhorefide, in order to find bow high the tide

#ifes, and what point of the compafs the flood comes

| _ froms and to make fuch 'dij&o'verz'i.’s,’ic‘md obtain all ﬁtcb |

trade as-you can, &e. - - R S
Privare inftructions riot 2o be opened but in caf.
of the death of captain James Knight. Firf of alf

'€
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we order you 10 proceed upon your intended voyage to ibe
latitude of 64 deg. and endeavour to find out the Straits
of Anian, and to make what difeoveries you poffibly-can,
and 1o obtain all forts of trade and commerce for. fuch com-
modities as fball be for the Company’s advantage; &¢. .

Berorz I animadvert upon thefe inftrucions it
will be proper ‘to recite fome other paragraphs of

" Jetters from N°, XVI, which, as they were written

within two or three years of 'the-time of the-above
voyage, may have fome connettion with it 5 parti-

cularly the inftructions about Scroggs, who was fup-

poled to be fent to know what was become of ‘the
thip and floop. - The firft in‘ that number isa para-

‘graph of a letter to captain Henry Kelfey and coun:

cil at York-fort, June 1ft, 1y20. W% alfo order.

N you to fend us copies of all thofe Journals- that have.

been kept by yourlelf and others, and what difeoveries.
bave been made in the voyages to the northward 3 alfp

- what number. of people, and what fort you bave met
. with s and what quantity of whales have been feen, or
| what other fort of fifb ave in thefe parts i likewife from
- whence the flood comes, and from what point of the
. compafs, and bow much the tides bave flowed up and

§ dewn. 1 muft here obferve, that if Kelfey. went -
. dpon the difcovery of a north-weft paffage, as the

. title of N°, XVI implies, he doubtlefs kept a jour-

- nal of the expedition, and obeyed the orders of the

| Company to fend them a copy of his journal : but

§ 25 the Company have thought proper not to lay

L any journal before the Committee, the evident con~

§ clufion is, either that they have fecreted it, “or that

| there never was a journal, nor any attempt made by -

Kelfey to find a paffage. ~ The next paragraph is

| directed to Kelfey, dated May 26,. 1721, princi-
| pally relating to Scroggs, to whom they alfo ad-
| drefs a Jetter of the fame date in N°, XX, in which
| he is only ordered 70 fail, and keep company with the
other fhips till bis arrival ar York-fort, and to give up

bis
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. bis cargo. to governor Kelfey, or to thofe ke deputes;

and to follow all fuch orders as be JBall- receive -from - |
bim, or thofe deputed by bim. | RO |

THE paragraph to Kelfey fays, You acquaint s of

" eir defign of wintering to the northward. . We defire io

hknow whether you mean at Churchill-river 3. for we
cannot approve of your wintering farther northward at

2be bazard of your life, and thafe with you; we appre-

- bending if you go .any time in June, you.may make as
miuch difcovery, both of whales and other commodities,

- as if you wintered to the northward, and return by the

laster end of Auguft. We bave fent you ibis vear a
veffel talled the Whalebone, John Scroggs, mafter,
which we would bave [fent upon difcovery next year, as
Joon as the feafon of the year will permit, if you. cam
- fpare ber to go to the northward upon difcovery s and let
 #bem make the beft of their way towards the latitude of
66 and a balf, Sir Thomas Roe’s Welcome, and not
to flop as they go along to view the coaft 3 and to make
what difcovery they can coming back, but not to flay to
the northward beyond the 15th of Auguft, fo that fhe

 may be back by the beginning of September, we mean by

the firft five days in September 5 and to deliver in their jour-

- aalsto you at their reiurn 5 with an account what whales

 aid other extraordinaries zbey fee 3 and not to,fpend
~ their time amongft the Indians, éut 70 return to you

i order to your perfeiting the diftovery the yeor follow-

ang. I prefume it was not Kelfey’s intention to win?
ter porth of Churchill, but only to go to Churchill
to winter; tho’ he would have run no  gieater ritk

- from the cold in wintering farther northward, than

the French with Maupértuis did at Tarneo in the

‘Bothnick gulph in 66 deg. The difcovery Kelfey.
was to go upon is here pointed out, namely #bales
- and other commodities s and in the inftruttions, they

fend to him to give Scroggs, they haveé nothing more
in view., It had been always fuppofed; that they

fent out Scroggs to enquire about the. thip and.

-~ floop
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floop which were loft uncer Knight, &c: but by
thefe inftructions it appears, that this was the
Jleaft part of their care; tho’, had they fent out
Knight willingly 'in fearch of a paffage, it inay be
prefumed that they. would have been "as anxious
for his fafety as for Kelfey’s : but’ thé cafe was
quite the reverfe; Knight and Barlow went out
contrary to their inclinations, and they thought
themfelves amply recompenfed for the lofs of
their fhips, by getting rid of thofe troublefome
difcoverers. . | |

In their orders about’ Scroggs, they direé&t zhat

 be fhall go to 66:30, @ degree and balf beyond

the Welcome, at firft puth without - fropping,
‘which is fomewhat extraordinary: but ke is fo
make what difcovery be can in coming back, yet not
to [pend his time amongft the Indians, who were
the ‘only proper perfons to inform him cf the coaft,
inlets, and country : here alfo they point out
what difcovery it was which Kelfey was to perfect
next year, viz. #bales, and other extraordinaries.
1r other inftructions had not been given be~
{ides thofe which are made public, the malter’s
Journals would have correfponded with the Com-
pany’s orders; but it appears from Scroggs’s-
Journal, that fo far from failing to 66 deg. z0.
min. he had no notion of going to 65 deg. to
the Welcome ; for which he even makes an po-

logy, alleging, that he was driven {o far to the

northward in a fog by a hard gale at fouth:
and probably but for this friendly gale, which
helped him to all the difcovery he made of the
north-weft coaft, by forcing him into Whale-
bone-bay near 65 deg. hé would have gone no
farther than Marble-ifland, where he faw the

~wreck  of the thips ‘with the Indians. ‘The.
“ whole  difcovery therefore that - the  Company

C ~ wanted
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wanted to the northward; was Wwhales and fbn‘x‘é

“other articles of trade.

 Tusir next fragment of a letter is directed £
Richard Norton and Council at prince of Wales’s-

fort, 19th May, 1725. — And if you can by any

weans find out any difcovery or matter to northward,
or clfewhere, for the Company’s intereft or advantage,
fail not to let us know every yeary with your remarks
and opinion therenpon s and we fball wake due im-

 provements thereof. —- This new governer Nortom

having been with the northern Indians, as already
mentioned, and on board of Scroggs upon his dif~
‘covery, was furely capable of informing the Com-
‘pany of any difcoveries that were made; but if he
zave them any information, in purfuance of this
letter, or of prior direttions, they have concealed
it from the Committee, before whom it was their
duty to lay, as well the proofs of their fervants
‘having executed their orders, as the orders them-
Afelves. ~ S o

~Tuese are all the orders and inftructions that
have been given by the Company for the difcovery

~of a north-weft paffage to the weftern ocean of -

America, and for other difcoveries to the north-
ward, from the grant of their charter to the year
‘1736, when they gave diretions to Norton and
council at Churchill-river to fend out Napper and
Crow upon that difcovery, at the folicitation of

“Mr. Dobbs, which I thall recite and remark upon,
‘after T have made fome -obfervations upon Knight’s

“inftru@ions and voyage.
this affair, I thall firft give the fubftance of cap-
~ tain Caruthers’s evidence, which principally relates

" to.the voyage made by Knight.

“Carrain  Caruthers, who' was the only per-

~fon produced in' the Company’s defence with re-
“gard to the difcoveries “they had made by fea

and

Tmat we may have a comprehenfive view of .

| o (35)

and land, after faying that %é bad quitiéd theiv
Jervice thirty-five years ago, and that it was his
opinion that the navigation in the Bay was dan-
gerous  and  troublefome s adds  that he  belicves
no atiempts were made to find a north-welt paf-
Jages while be was in the country; that be appre-
bends there is mo fuch paffage s but if there is, it
was. impratiicable to navigate it om account of the
ices and that the climate ten leagues within land in
Hudfon’s-Bay was not much warmer than at the
Jea-fbore.  But upon being = crofs-examined, he
owned, that the climate was warmer within lond.
'tbmnea’r the fhores and that the ice breaks much
Jooner up in the country than at the Jea-fbore 5 " for
be bad feen the. ice drive down the rivers before it
broke at the mouth of thofe vivers. He fays far-
‘ther, that Knight was governor of Nelfon-
faltory when be was therey that be ufed the In-
dians well, and was wvery inquifitive with them a-,
bout a copper-mine north of Churchill, which they
defcribed [ometiimes as a gold-mine, [ometimes as @
-copper-mine. That Knight was very earneft alfo
about this dé/cwery, which was always his topic.
and be took all uvpportunities of making prefents to

- the natives s and that be, the witnefs, carried Nor-
ton, whg was afterward governor, and two northern

Indians #0 Churchill, where be put them in a canoe
and the purport of their woyage was to make djf-
coveries, and encourage the Indians to come down
20 trade, and- to bring copper-ore that be does not
recollefl, that be ever beard bow far it was to this
mine, nor whether there was an eafy paffage to it
by land, having never travelled by land alone, nor

:beard‘ ,\_ofI any expedition of that kind, except that
of Norton and the two. Indians. It is evident even

from this witnefs on the Company’s behalf, that

Knight had no intention to find the north-weft
_ .’paffagc_j,_a:ll his _thOpghts axlg} difcourfe were taken up

€ 2. T with
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with enquiring after the mine: ‘and that the fhips
fiteed out and loft with'him were not fent upon
difcovering any ~paffage, cxcept the paflage to
this copper-mine, whicn the Compariy were pleafed
to call the Straits of Anian, -
~ Bur to fhew more particulaily” the nature and-
defign of Knight’s voyage, let us confider the
orders and inftruétions he received about it al-
ready cited: R
- Carrain Knicur had been many years in
the Company’s fervice, and one of -their gover.
nors, being fent over to be governor ‘of Nel-
fon-fa&ory foon after the peace of Utrecht.

'There was a Knight made governor of Albany-
fort as early as 1693, who probably was the fame -

perfon, as this man was near 80 years old when he
undertook the voyage 'in 1719. It was he
however, who fixed the factory at Churchill-
river, in or about the year 1718, and fent Nor*
ton with Caruthers to Churchill upon the north-
ern difcovery of the copper-mine, &c. By his
friendly intercourfe with the northern Indians, he
had obtained a pretty exact knowledge of the
- fituation~ of thé mine, which he was confident
he thould find out, having been told that it lay
upon a river near a navigable inlet or " ftrait,
‘whither veffels could ‘go . from the Bay. Full
“of thefe expeftations he came to England, to fo-
licit the Company.to fit out two veflels under
his command, for the difcovery of thefe rich
~minés; but the Company, "for private reafons, fe-
fufed to comply, probably fearing that if rich
" mines were found out, ot a navigable paffage to
‘the Ammerican ‘océan difcovered, they thould nat
~ be long in poffeffion of their invaluable ‘mono-
fpolystt T SR
" Kwicur, made thore fanguine by an oppofi-
“tion which he could not expe, told them, that
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they were obliged by their charter to make difcoveries
am{ ‘extend their trade; and “particularly | to fedreh |
for @ north-weft paffage 4y the ftraits of “Anian
to. the fouth-fea; but  that if they would not fit
out fbips under bim and Barlow for the.difeovery
he came about, he would apply to the crown, ‘and
get others to undertake ity and aCCox'dilldlyf waited
upon one of the fecretaries of flate. When the
Company perceived him fo refolute, and that his
troublefome zeal, if left to itfelf, might a&ually
bring gn an gy o he gy of i

~they ught 1t neceffary to comply, and
ﬁtt§d out the thip and floop beforementioned.
Knight was {o confident of fuccefs, that he had
ftrong chefts’ made, bound with iron, " to hold
the gold and copper-ore which he expectéd : his
mind was full ‘of this fingle difcovery; and it
was only to engage the Company in it the more
;ffc&qally, thz_ﬁ; he urged their. fobligationé “to find
outa nor;h—:yei’g .Paffage?: ‘However, ‘as he did
make ufe of this argument, the Company could
do no lefs in their inftruétions, than meéntion the
Straits of Anian, cither as a paffage to the weft-
ern ocean, or to the mines; but how fightly
,thgy_ have done it, and how lame and 'impeo‘rféff
their orders are, the reader may eafily perceive,
Knight’s. inftructions are 70 find the fraits ‘of
Anian, in order 10 difcover gold and other valu-
able commodities to the northward. — Barlow 7s
ordered to go where Knight Jbell fend bim; but is
limited exprefly to the nerthward and wg?urmfl of
64 deg. 7z Fudfon’s-Bay.  Why they obliged
him not to fail to the fouthward of 64 deg. o
difcover Anjan, which lay in near ;0 deg. lat
cannot be accounted for, unlefs it was to defedr

"thf; -difcovery:; nor why weftward of 64 deg. lat
in the Bay, when no longitude was mentioned

~this feems to be a blunder; for I cannot fuppofe
N - . .’4‘ - L
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, 11: xgnorance., Vaucrhan § 1ni’crué’c10ns are  the
fame, if they kept zogetber, but in cafe of [epa-
fatitn, be was ordered to - proceed to G4 deg. and.
ﬁ"om t/oeme northerly, to find  out Anian: “but
cdhany inftructions be ‘more abﬁlrd “to conﬁne
him 6 go from 64 deg. northward, "to find a itrait
which Iay fouth-weft ? ' The m&ru&lons in cafe
of nghts death, ' weré the fame, t0 fazl to b4,
deg. ‘Tt is evident therefore, that the Company
Had. no intention to ‘find out Aman, or a paflage
to “the * Wweftern American ocean, . but only to- de-
~feat hnwhts 1cheme, and Anian was throvvn in-
to their mﬂru&xons for a plaufible pretence : and
Hrideed from fuch trifling paragraplis as were pro-
duced' be’fme the Committee, it appears plamly,
that they made known only thofe things: that
fet their conduét in a favourable light;
wer¢ fenfible that their original books and papers
would have opéned a very different fcene, and
difproved the falfe reprefentations they have gwen
of the country, chmate, and trade of Hudfon
Ba -
3ILIIOW far they were dlfcruf’ced at this voyace, ap-
pears from their not mtexeﬁmg themfelves in the
fafety of the Ships and their crews, having nevet
fent to enquire after them. When Kelfey only
propofed to winter to the northward (as they
thought) of Churchill, they were exceedingly anx=
ious for him and his people;
“who they acknowledge bad long ferved them faithful-
Dy, and whom they would have it believed they
had themfelves fent out upon a very advantageous
difcovery, he was not worth their care: if they
“had felt'the leaft regard for him and his people,
they would have ordered the governor of Churchill
to enqmre of ~ ‘the northern Indians about
their ih]ps, or 'have ordered out ‘a floop in
: ‘;{e“rch of g,hem bmt t}*ey dxd neuher, and fuch

cruel

for they :

but poor Knight,
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" cruel neghgence is not very. -reconcileable with an

approbation of his voyage. — At firft indeed ip
was fuppofed that Scroggs had been fent north-
ward to enquire after them ; but, upon producmé‘
their inftructions to Scroggs, ' nothmg like this
appeared

. Tre laft and only fpeczous pretence of an at-
tempt to difcover the north- welt paffage, was their
fending Napper and Crow to the northward, in
1 737, at the folicitation of Mr. Dobbs : and the in-
ftruttions . they gave for this purpofe were pro=
duced before the (_om‘mttee, ‘confifting of 2 letter to
Norton n N° X VI, wherein they gave him in- -
ftrucions to fend them and of a paper in N°, XX,
which contains the mﬁm&:wns drawn up for them \
by Norton, . by the Company’s order: but as the
inftructions are long, 1 fhall only extr a& the mate-
rial part of them.
- To Mr.. Norton at’ prmce of Waleg’s- fort 6th
of Ma lay, 1736. Wedo bereby order, upon the czrrzwl af
captain bpurrel ami captain Coates at Churchxll river,
this yeary which may probably be in July, 1736,
that you_fit ous the Churchill- -floop, James Napper
mafter, and the Mufquafh floop, with all expedition
Jor the fea,  the one'to carr ry twelve [dilors, ‘and the
otber f iy alfo z‘a take three or four home Indlans, and
to [ail a’zreﬁ‘{y as far as Sir T. Roe’s Welcome, 7o
Jind out a proper Bay or barboiir to lig fecure in, and
trade. with the Indians; alfo to  piteh a fent on the
land, . and make 0(5_[erwtzom bow far dj ﬁant from
irees,. and what the f0il is, and to endeavonr to promote
a trade, by perfuading the Indians 1o kill ‘wbales, Jea-
borfes, and feals, for whale-finn, vory,  feal- kit
and oil, in. the beft manner they can, ufing them
very cwzl{y s and to acquaint them that the floop will
return the next opening of the ice, to the Jame bay or
(Z?mﬁaz,r £9°c. We likewife order, that the  two

€4 4 g /Zcoa:
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floops be fitted out with all proper neceffaries, and the
fame number of men, carlythe next [pring, which maybe
the beginning of July, 1737, or foonery and that they
‘be direfted to. Jail clofe along the wefiern fhore, trading
‘with the Indians as far as the Welcome, and pirch a
tent on faid land, and fiay there trading with the In-
‘dians, and digging in fearch of mines, and to obferve and
wiew the land, until the fbip fhall calf on you which
goes out 'of England next year, which we “propofe to

jve direfiions to the commanders [o to do, and may

palfibly arrive 24th July, 17375 and in cafe fhe

arrive, you are to [fail with them as far to the north-
ward as polfible, and endeavour to make what dif-
coveries you can, and keep o perticular- account of
¢very tranfattion that [ball bappen s but if the Ship
don't come before 20th Augult, 1737, youare to
,return 2o Churchill-river. — Iz is our order that the
mafiers be. very particular and exalt in _ founding,
‘taking an accoynt of the current of the tide, the rife
and [fall at ebb and bigh water, ‘and. the diftance
of the timg of flood, and enter them in proper Jour-
nals to be delivered to the chief of “the fattory, to
be tranfmitted 1o us.— We have entertained Rovert
Crow for two years, and appoint bim mafter of the
Mufquath-floop 2o proceed on the difcovery, in cor-
pany with Napper 5 and in cafe of Napper’s death,
we appoint M. Light #o be mafter of the “Churchill
floop,  and to procecd on the voyage. Thefe inftruc«
tions were fent to Norton ; out of which he forms
inftrutions for Napper and Crow. Qrders and
inflruttions to. Mr. James Napper on:bis wvoyage
upon diftovery to the northward in Hudfon’s-Bay.

You are to take the firft opportunity to - fail to the

northward iz Hudfon’s-Bay upon difcovery, in company

‘with Crow, whqfe company you are to keep as long

as you can do it with. fafety’s bis flocp being of lefs

draught - of warer, is fitteft to make free with the

 fhore,
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- Jhore, among iflands or inbays, €5¢." in order to difioue
barbours of fafety for fbipping, or any thing: e{f{ tZZ;
may-tend to- the intereft of the Company. - You gre 15
Jail clofe along the weltern thore, making: difeovery
into the Welcome, for a proper bay' or harbour fgi
Ships to lie in, in or as near the Welcome as canbe

 found, and “to pitch a tent on land, making obferva:

vions, &c. . Thefe you are to enter. in proper. journals:
o b delivered to me or the chief of this Jfactory,: ’t;
be fent - to the Company,. figning the origing "the
copiss Lo be kept here, whichyou are to make ’&efa}'k |
Yot arrive at the fatlory. -~ You are to trade with
all the natives you meet in your voyage, and perfuade
t/agm to kill whales, &c. —to the purport of the
Sformer inftraltion.’: You areto continue upon dif-
covery in or wear the Welcome, #ll the 24th. July;
anil then make the beft of your-way to Whale-covjé"
there to wait a fbip’s arvival from England, making
tbere the beforementiond fearch for mines ,&)’b mzf;
Irading with the natives till the 12th b} Au;;u"i’ﬁ
and if a fbip-dees not then arrive, you are to ~canﬁz—b‘,‘
with Crow and others, either to flay till tBezOth
of  Auguft,” or to retirn to Churchill. as the
“weather offers, purfuant to the Com’pany"; inftruc-
tions; but if a fbip arrives in that time you are
to fail with ber as far to the northward c;s pbﬁ&lie-'
and make what difcoveries Jou_ can,  entering a‘Z}
lranfattions in a journal, as before mentioned, I
bave fbipped on board you thirteen wecks provifion
Jor eleven men. -So God fend you a Jucce[sful difcovery
and to return in fafery. — By order of the honoys
able the governor, deputy governor, and committee
of the Hudfon’s- Bay Company. Prince of Wales’s-
Sort, July athy 1437, vers copia.  Crow’s - in-
ftructions are the fame, only in cafe of [eparation
before they get to Whale-cove, “after waiting
Jew days, to return o Churchill-river, o ¢ 4
. o : . The
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- THE rcadcr, 1.doubt net,- has.obferved a material
dxﬁ'erence betwixt- the inftru@ions fent by  the
"Company and, thofe given .by . Norton : whether

it-was owing to 2 blunder of Norton’s, or origi-
“nally intended by the Company, I fhall not pretend
¢o determine ; but:it could do no lefs than defeat
the difcovery. . ‘The Company order - the floops. to
g0 1o the. Welcome, and wait for fhips they will
order. to.-meet them there, from England, which
‘ z‘bqy expec? ey be by the 24th July, 1737 5 and if
zhey arrive, to fail with them fo the northward ;

but if they do not come by the 20th of Auguﬁ
then fo make the beft of their way fo Churchill :

but Norton bids them continue upon dl,fcovery,'

in or near the Welcome, till.the 24th of July;
;md then to wiake the beft of their way to Whale-
cove, and there to wait a fbip’s amval from Eng-
land -till the  12th of Auguft; and if the fhip
thould arrive there by this time, then to [ail with
them fo the northward.y &us -if fhe jbould not- by

that - time arrive, then to con fult with Crow and

others, whether zo wait 27/l the zoth ‘or- fo return
immediately #o. Churchill.. But if the Company
had aétually-intended to order any thip to call
from -England, it muft, in confequence of their
. own inftruétions, have called at the Welcome,  and
not at Whale-cove, as Norton has direCted, who by

changing the place of rendezvous effeCtually de-’

feated . the difcovery. . Till fuch thip arrived, they
were only directed 2o fail along the weft-coalt to the
Welcome, and there to look out for a barbour sy buf
w0t to fearch for inlets, or make any obfervations bus
about the bearings of head-lands, foundings, . and
currents.; nor- fodo any z‘bzizg wmore but encourage the
natives Zo catch whales, &c. - and after the arvival
of - the bip, they were to proceed upon the difcovery:;
but even then .were. limited to {fearch fo the north-

ward of the Welcome, without any order to fearch

{fouth-
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fouthward Now it is apparent, that no ﬂups were_
ordered to meet thefe people from England; if
they were, the Company could and ought to have’
produced their ' inftruétions’ for that purpofe;
which not doing, they tacitly confefs that they
never ordered any fhips _to meet ‘them, " nor per-
haps ever intended it. It is probable therefore,
that private inftruétions were given to Norton,
counter to ‘thofe they gave publicly for the floops
for “the ﬂoops did not at all follow thefe public

inftrucions. - It is ~plain by their Jouma] “that
they had no intention to fail to the Welcome, but
only to Whale-cove, in 62 deg. ‘30 min; nor to
fail northward, till after they could procure-no
more trade there They ftaid till the z7th July,
pretendmor ‘they were blocked up by ice’s  tha®

Smith in three or four voyaces after this, met with-
no obftruéions from the ice ; and then Crow fays, -

‘the 27th (for Napper was ‘dead) there being no

more trade, and being limited: by our mﬁmﬁzms 20
return the 24th, we could not [ail to'63 deg. 20 min,
as we were ordered, but returned to Churchill : they
no where mention their expeation of a fhip; not
was 63 deg 20 min. whither Crow fays he was’
ordered, any part of" the Welcome, which lay
from 64 to 65 deg. nor have they in their Journals
made any obfervatxons upon the foil, tides, mines,
&c. as dire¢ted in the inftrutions Whmh are pub-
lithed. Upon the whole it appears, that not ariy of

thefe papers can be depended upon as genuines

being modelled to fecure a felfith concealment of
the countries about the. Bay, to the prejudme Qf
the intereft and rights of  Britain. -

Having now gone through the Companys:

- orders and m&xuc‘ftwns for promoting trade and
dlfcoverles, I fhall make fome obfervations upon
“the other papers produeed before the Committee

'ﬂad ﬁlﬂ: upon thofe in No KXIand XXII, con-
3 | : taining
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taining. the Company’s reafons for trebling their
ftock, firft in 1690, and afterwards in- 1720,
‘Inf"_Scp‘t'ember,' 1690, . it was moved by feveral in
a_committee to double or treble their flock, as bath
been defigned fome years fince, and prafiifed by an-
other. Company with exiraordinary fuccefs. a;z'd,, ad-
vantage, who upon debate unanimoufly woted it io be
trebled. . They then confulted the many motives to
do it ;- and being defirous to make the flock as diffufive
amongft his majefty’s fubjets as poflible, .and more
and more a national interefts zo jufbify their proqe;edf
ings,. they fet down fome of the grazmds: and 10110¢s
which induced them to ireble it, viz.  Firft, that
they bad in their warehoufes chove the value of their
original ftock.  Secondly, that they “had fent out
n their fhips and cargo that year above the value

of  their firft flock, upon which they: expefied as muck
profit. ‘Thirdly, that their faftories at Port-Nelfon,

and New-Severn, are under an increafing trade, and
that their returns that year they expelied - would
be worth [ 20,000. Fourthly, their forts, fac-
tories, guns, &c. and the profpelt of new. fettlements
and further trade, may be ¢ftimated at a confiderable
valge. And Fifthly, the expettation of [atisfattion
Jrem France at the end of the war, and reftoring
their Places and trade at the _batiom of the Bay;
which, upon procf, was made out above £, 100,000.
- Upon which motives . and other prudential veafons
which might be alleged, the committee did, and do,
unanimoufly - ‘refolve and declare, that the original
Sock fhall be and is trebled, viz. £ 10, 500, origigal
Sock fhall be deemed and computed at £ 31,500 ﬁack
or credit s and each interefent fball bave bis [tock
trebled in-the Company’s books; and no perfon fhall
bave a voie who has lefs than [, 300 credit nor be
capable of being of the committee, who bas not £ 600
 Jfock or credit 5 and [o proportionably inall other things,
according to the charter.— It muft be owned, 'f.that
S ' ome
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fome of their reafons for trebling * their ftock are
unexceptionably good, particularly thefe: of muk-

¢ng 1t more diffulive amongft all bis majeftys fubs

Jeits, and more and  more a national intereft
and 7he baving as much more in their wareboufes
as their original flock, provided it was to be ad-
ded to their ftock in trade to increafe their annual
exports.  But how they -could urge the profpeét
‘of their gains upon the ‘year’s trade, or the
money funk in building -their fatories, or - their
future demand ‘upon the French, as additions to
their {tock, is not quite fo comprehenfible: nor
is it ealy to account, how their loffes by the French

Thould, upon fo{mall a capital as £ 10,500, amount

to £ 100,000, (orf 1 50,000, -as was fet forth
in their petition to parliament, as an inducement

to pafs an act for a perpetual confirmatiori of

their charter;) for their whole lofs was: confined.
to the {mall fattories at Rupert, Moofe, and Al-
bany, which could not amount to the tenth part.
of that fum; unlefs they included in the eftimate,
the gain they might have made upon their trade in
the time they were out of ‘poffeflion. Neither
can Ifee, when no new fubfcriptions were taken
in, how the trebling their ftock could make it
more diffufive amongft the reft of his majefty’s Sfub-

Jjefls, which was the only good national” reafon

for taking this ftep. ~ Asthe whole was. nominal,
it could be of no real benefit to the proprietors,
nor to the nation, unlefs. they had determined to

- treble their annual exports: it can therefore only.

be fuppofed, that having juft obtained anaé to
confirm their charter for feven years, they thought
it prudent to make a fhow of doing fomething to
increafe their trade, that they might be entituled
to a renewal when that a& expired; an expeta-

“tion, by the way, not very fubftantially - founded,

as the act was altered by the Lords, .from ten years,
S S ‘ for
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for which term it had pafied the Commons, to
feven (years;. and as the'Comrrgons,- havu}gbecrz
“almoft furprized into a Conﬁrqlatlgn of the;r;char-:
ter for ever, upon their granting it only for a few
years, - entered a flanding order, that no petition
thould be received for confirming any charter,

" unlefs the charter itfelf was annexed to the peti-

tion. But it is evident, that the chief motive for
trebling their. ftock was, that their dividends
would appear {maller upon a large nominal capi-
tal, than upon a real fmall capital ;. the only good
reafon for trebling their ftock, -the malgxng it more
diffufive. amongft bis majefty’s [ubjefls; and moré
- and more a national . intereft, having never taken

place; for the ftock is not fet up to public fale;

but confined to about ninety .members, as appears
by their lift of proprietors. produced before the
-Comumittee. . ; Co
. ~No. XXII, contains reafons andvre{foh.ltlons’ fo_r
the Hudfon’s-Bay Company again trebling their
Srock in 1420. e
; At a Z:ommittee,, 29th Auguft, 1720. The
committee,. purfuant to the.order of .z‘be_ - general
court, . having  taken into comfideration z‘{oe moft
proper method for raifing. mongy for enl’czrgmg and
extending the Company’s. trade to Hudfon’s-Bay - and
Bufs-ifland s and for the more effefiual putting in
execution the powers and privileges granted them by
2heir charter, do make the following refolutions, viz.
That according to the beft account and calculation

that -can be made of the quick and dead- frock and.

Adands, the fame may be compqu to- aimount to
" £ 94,500, at.a moderate computation. . - .
- “TuaT the joint or capital flock of this Company
b enlarged to [ 378,000, and. divided into 3780
Shares of [ 100 eachs and that the prefent flock
_ -Lbez’hg £ 31,500, or 315 fhares, be made and reckoned
945 Jharesy and valued ar [ 100 eaciof {;’o;;eé
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which amounts to- £ 94,500,. and 1o be clear -and
difcharged of all the payments to.be made for enlarg-
ing the ftock 2o L 348,000. = That ‘the fum. of
£ 283,500 be raifed by the  prefent members, - and
20 be engrafted on the prefemt’ frock, wvaluing each
Share at [ 100, to compleat the faid ,5-328,009._
That each member for every £ 100 &y bim [ubferibed,
fhall be entituled to one fbare in’ the Company’s Srock.
That the times of payment be -as follows, viz.: £ 10
per cent. paid the 4th of September next s £ 16
per cent. on the 6th of December nexts and fo on,
£, 10 per cent. every ‘thrse months, till the whole is
paid in.  That a proper infirument be- propared for
thefe purpofes, and the Company’s [eal affixed thereto

- and that fuch of ihe prefent members as ave willing

‘may fubfcribe, obliging themfelves to’ advance and
vaife fuch fums as they fhall fet down againft their
refpective names.  That no member fhall be capable
of being governor, or of the commitice, who bas not
in bis own name and right £ 1800, or 18 fhares ir
the ftock 5 and of giving a vote in any eleGion, or
any general courty who bas not £ 9oo, or g {hares'ir
the fock 5 which refolutions were unanimoufly. agreed
‘to, and ordered to be laid before the gemeral court
the mext day, — which the court next day con-
Sirmed. S
~_Ar -z general court 23d December, 1720:~
The governor acquainted  the court, that by reafor
‘of the prefent fearcity of money and deadnefs” of
“credit, the commitiee did not think it a proper time
20 proceed wupon the [ubfeription agreed to in Auguft
lafts and then ordered the fecretary to vead the opi-
wnion of the committee of this day, viz.— Refolved
‘that it is the opinion of the committee, that the
Sfaid [ubfiription be vacatedy, and that the Compeny’s
Seal be taken off from the faid infrument. — And,
That each fubfcriber fball bave £. 30 fock foreich
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Loxo by bim paid in, — which refolutions were a-
gréed to-by this coyrt.. - |

B - In thefe refolu_tionsgof.U;ébﬁng'fth-eir flock, the -

‘only reafons alleged- for it were, the enlarging and
g:gnfﬁng their gtrgdc to Hudfon’s-Bay and Bufs-
ifland {o that-the unan_'pnous opinion at this time
" was, - that their trade might be enlarged .ani ex-
"x'.éndcd'-by increafing their capital zgn@ ftoc in
trade ;. --and - that at leaft £ 94,500 -might be an-
zjiizilly employed in-trade; . for. that fum Wafi de-
ﬁgnéd actually to have been raifed, over and a-

' ~'boveithe»prefent ftock in trade. Butall the late

gations of the Company before the Committee,
gngg:c???o‘ fhew, »thatpthg trade could not be ex-
tended or increafed ; and that they had done their
utmoft for this, by exporting annually goods to
the value of three or four tbo.ubfand ‘pounds.  If
this had been -the cafe alfo in 1 720, - and the

‘Company neither - intended nor. had it in their . §

power to extend the trade, -the new . {ubfcription
~ taken from their own membc;rs,mufc have b'ecn~
deﬁgned as a bubble, to draw in others who \x,‘ e}xg
not proprietors 5 by which each m:;mkgr_wog

gain in cafh £ 200 per cent, and the. ?olznpapy
atually have £ 94,500 paid in cafh, whic ,kac_~
cording to their own declaration, could nlqt;. ,a;;g
been employed in trade. To explain t fnls) ; the
Company, before they took in tlxe,ngv.' fu fcrip-
tion, trebled their nominal ftock by-a gﬁol_slcodm-
putation of their- dead and living ftock, az; 5,
&c. which had in like manner been done before

in 16g0, - ed, from
in 1690, by  a computation, produced, from

‘£ 10,500 to 31,500 5 but now, without any cgmi

- putation ' produced, to £ 94,500 : this né)mxgg‘
ftock they were to increafe to ,{_3.78,00_031} a .
ing a fubfcription from. their -own mc%mue_rs gl__

£ 283,500 to be made in payments o 'rf',IO.in
cent every three months, till the whole was ;z;q SW:
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~Now if ‘this L 1o per ceat was to be paxd :

‘upon “their newly trebled capital of i [ 9455005

£ 9450 would have been paid inevery three
- months, and the whole fubfeription of . £ 283, 500
~completed “in ‘feven years' and a half . ‘but if

~only £ 3120 was to Fe paid in every three months
- upon their former capital of £ 31, 500, then twenty-

two years and a half would have -been neceffary
to-complete the whole fum'; which could not an-

- fwer the end propofed, of extending and improv-

~ ing their trade in any reafonable tithe : and yet it
- appears from their increafed. capital in No. XV1II,
- that the £ 10 per cent paid in amounted  to no
~more than. £ 31503 for tho’ at the general court
- the’-members were ‘dllowed £ 30 “ftock for each

£ 10'they had paid in, “'their “capital was increafed
only from - £ 94,500 to £ 103,500; produced

~before  the  Committee as the prefent - capital.

How then was the fum  of £ 283,500, to be
raifed in'feven years and a half ? - ‘Why probably
‘thus,—~every member ‘was dllowed 2 fharc of 430

- Trock’ for every £ 10 he ‘paid in, and confequent-
Ay £ 300 for L100. ‘Now by bringing this
4 100 fhare to markeét, he would have.have: oot

£ 300, -and the purchafer have ftood poflefled of

~three fhares - in the" Company’s- ftock of £ 100

each. - So that by the time the ‘whole was com-

' pleted, the original members would have received

-4 189,000 for their' own ufe, -and the Corn-

Pany £ 94,500 to -be employed in- ttade - or ‘in

| - any way -they pleafed:- and - this defign feems
- only-to ' have been “fruftrated by the fidden fall of
- fouth-fea and other" ftocks, which deprived them
~of- purchafers : ‘however, - they - fucceeded fo far
- as-to-raife’ their' nominal ftock from £ 315500 to

& 103i500. Tt is-fcarce ‘worth “mientioning;' that-
| one of the refolutions pafied. i_,n‘_,thig, (_?pmmi'ttec
| of Auguft 25th 1720, by which“evety man who

P ' , : d ' has
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- has riot: nine fhares of .£ 100 each, is deprived of
. his_right to vote-at any eleCtion or ini.any general
. .court;, is,a -manifeft .violation:; of  their ccharter 5
. -which exprefly fays,  that each- member fhall have
3+ onevote for every,£ 100 he has-inftock;.and fo. pro-
.. portionably -for moré - or :lefs 3 ten perfons having
. only £ 10 each in a. joint; ftock, . to have one vote
amongft them, o e s e
_- - By the ftandard .of -their trade in No. XIX,.we
- ...may . fee_how. vaft a price ds--charged  to.the na-
- tives upon -the .goods . given them .in- exchange
- for their furs, which are all yalued by ‘the beaver
. {kin as-the.ftandard.. Thus for aquartof Enag-
- lith fpirits which ‘the Ceompany. export: at fix-
_pence, and,before they fellit to the natives mix it
"¢ with . one third’ water, *-which  reduces. it to. four-
. pences. they-take a beaver-fkin, ~which -has been
~{old at ‘the ‘Company’s fale, at a medium .of - ten
. years +, for-fix thillings three farthings the pound
. ‘weight, and a beaver fkin generally weighs a. pound
. and half; fo that they.get nine thillings and one;pen-
_ ny for four pence; which is £ 2700 per cent -profit.
.- Upon ether asticles not fo material they do-not gain
- above £ 500 or £ 600 per. cent :.but in exchange
~ for ‘martins . the. profit'is:-double . of -that .upon
. beaver ; for they value.three martins.only as one
.. beaver, .and-thofe,: at a. medium of .ten years,
;- have fold for fix fhillings a.fkin;-, It appears alfo from
__the ftandard, . that one, third more is charged:upon
.:many - articles at. Nelfon .and Churchill-fatteries,
. than"at Moofe and ' Albany j thofe. factories being
» farther from._the French,.;who till .within  thefe
.-few .years, had .not intercepted:-the trade.theres
~,.and not- content even with.this - extravagant pro-
. fit, .the “fattors -are: alloyeds to:.fellstheir goods

.-confiderably...above the ftandard, ;which-is ¢alled

S
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I proh upon the overplus  trade: yet with
‘8il This advance upon their ' goods; the profit ‘of -
»ﬂ}lt‘a) Company_ 18 ‘reduced, - by ‘the * expence -Gt
~hanagement, - ﬂn pping, - fattories, " officers and
ervants, to a little “more than £ 260 pef cent,
§or ] by;‘ ‘a’ medium “of " ten years trade,” (NS,
- XXIV.) their fales-amount dnnually to £ 24,224«

« ‘s 3 oA d RSP L RS- s > 7’354 ¢
| 51 5% and »»;hqig - expences, "N°. XXHI, to
4 19,4171 8176 their nett” profi therefore, ‘a

the fame: medium, amounts t0 £ 5956+ 16 : 112y
S e . * T

-~which "upon £ 2674 % 3 112, their anhual véx- -

cport at the fame ‘medium, " i

| about i 2’16 ‘pé
“€ent profit upon the ‘annual ftock in tétdztff 691?({
“hear £ 7% upon the nominal capital of £ 103,950
“But' this ‘expence would be confid erably leﬁ"’ehga )
‘except in the-article -of freight,” if - the trade Wég
‘~’»1ax_§i\k‘-fop'¢n.; : t“hg ~countries feteled, and pcfi%fﬁoﬁ?s
fecured ‘without charge 3" whilft both 'the EXPOtts
and “imports would -be" vaftly ‘inereafed, perhiiss
‘to’-one” hundred times the prefent value, s’ v%zje
ﬁnd itis 'in ‘other colonies 3 ‘and’-here iis ’a “fcope
of country fufficient, by proper cultivition 'and
duc ‘encouragement ‘to  the  natives, to fuppori
'the"_e‘c%mpu._ta'tioh.‘ R LA EIE S P

T the liftof fiibferibers inN°, VIIL, which are

rajr?adﬁ at ":'aybqﬁt':f ‘h,int::'tyg"' ‘the King®s name is placed 4t
the head’; but-the King was not originally a pro-

prietor, merely-as King,' and ‘confequently” can be
§ none now’ without having been 4 purchafer : " alf
§ -thatisreferved by the charter for him, is’ two elks
f.an‘d« two black'beavers, as often as he thall Jand in
"thofe countries. “However, within thefe tWenty years
‘the’Company “have ‘made three ‘or four paymeﬁt§:

by way of douceur, to her late Majefty, and fince

.:sher"-}dgath‘ to his ‘prefent - Majefty : - tho® ‘the ‘frft
‘payment was-not made til ‘Mr.” Dobbs had firft -
:i()}l-hi(:lt(;d'them;' and afterwards the admiralty, to
fendout fhips for the difcovery'of a north-weft

daz pailzge
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‘paffage ; when being apprehenfive that the legaliry
~of their chartér might be brought  into queihqn,

_they thought it prudent to endeavourto {ecure an 1n-

‘tereft in the government : they thereforeattended Sir
‘Robert Walpole, and informed him that there
‘was an arrear due from' them to the late queen

~ Mary, amounting to feveral thoufand pounds,

‘which they apprehended the prefent queen was
‘entitled to, ~as no part of it hiad been paid to

~.queen Anne; jalleging that queen Mary was a

‘proprietor ; in virtue,' I fuppofe, of her relation-
.fhip to' Prince Rupert, who was an’original pro-
.prietor,  Accordingly, a fum, at the rate -of
two or three hundred pounds . per annum profit
upon the trade, was paid to Sir Robert upon his

fMajeﬁy’S'accou_nt s and while he continued in the |

treafury, -another fmall fum was paid upon the
f{ame account; and fince .that time tweo other
{mall fums, which the trealury was obliged to re-
.ceive implicitly ; for the Company excufed. them-
feives from producing their books upon this, oc-
“cafion, - tho’ urged to do it as'the only authentic
~proof, that his Majefty was entitled to any
‘thare, and that the fum paid was the exacta-
mount of it. - The circumftances of which be-
haviour evidently' thew, with what view they
" 'made this facrifice; and with what view. they
now p'ace the King’s name at the head of the
1ift of proprietors; little refleting, that if at any
time, their - monopoly and : charter fhould " be

~proved illegal, - and injurious to the trade of §

- Britain, his Majelty would be induced to fkreen

-to ~make. -

o Ir was  fufpeted, -and upon good: foundation, |
- that the Committee of the Company, which is |
_eleitive by the charter,. had, made. themfelves |
‘abfolute and unchangeable, by engroflfing the |
it S T s Tgreater

them by any furrender that is in their power §
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greater part of the tock ; "‘fQ that no ge'ngl‘fax":-f
‘court could oblige them to produce their books, .
nor call them to an account even for the

groffeft ‘mifmanagement. At the requeft, there-

fore, of the petitioners, it was moved, that the °
Company fhould be ordered to givein alift of
their proprietors, diftinguithing how many fhares
each perfon poffeflfed of the ftock, ‘that it
might appear in how few hands the bulk of it °
lay: but this being ftrongly oppofed, from a -
perfuafion that a compliance with it would expofe -
the fecrets of the Company, and that it was a -
matter of mere curiofity and of no importance -
- to the public, who held the ftock ; and the peti-
tioners apprehending, that debating thefée points
‘would too much retard the principal bufinefs, -
this ‘motion was withdrawn; and alfo another
‘motion made to oblige the Company to lodge
their original books: by which-laft ftep, all the
evidence that could be brought againft them,
‘was limited -to thofe who either were or had been *
“their fervants; no others having been at the Bay -
except the people of the difcovery-thips, who .
had no means of judging how affairs were ad-

miniftered there.

‘In N°. II' the Company give a lift of nine -
veflels, which they pretend they had fitted cut

upon the difcovery of a north-weft paflage ; but

by their inftrutions already cited, it appears that

there were only five fent upon that expedition,

two with Knight, two with Napper, and one
with Scroggs. Of the four others here mentioned, |
two were the Profperous-floop” under Henry
Kelfey, and the Succefs John Hancock ; the firft
failed from York-fort, June-1gth, and the other '
from Churchill, July 2d, 1719, and both return-
ed the 1oth of Auguft. 'Thefe had no inftru&ions -
about the paffage; their bulinefs was only to try
o dg to_

1
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to: bring down. the northern: Indmns to.. trade. at.
C hurchlll

the mine :

Kelfey,; who. faxled 26th June, 1721, upon the

fame " account as  before, and ‘returned the 2d. of

‘September.; and with her, her old confort the
) Succefs thsn unaPr Napper, who was 10& four
- So. that .
thele additional floops feem ta be inferted’ anly -
to make an’ oftentatious -and falfe fhew of their .
giedt zeal for the chf'covery of a north- weﬂ:;‘_

-days after in ‘the ice near - Churchill,

\ pa{fa e. .

Ne. AXV contams orders ;gwm by the Hud~
fon’s- Bay Company to their prefent chief factors i |
the Bay,  [o far as they relate to the government .

Of the falories,

I gave little. to obferve upon thei'e orders, and:,
believe that they may -be’ proper enough for ‘the
fecurxty of their forts in time of war, confider-
ing how very weak they are, and what a fmall
There
is,;one piece of an inftruction indeed that daes
them honour, w hxe:h they firft mention in their .
letter to Hbefter "at Albany in 1745, and repeat .
it to him in. 1746, and alfo to Pelgrim at Prince .
of W ales’s-fort'in 1747, and tp Newton at York-
fort in 1748, recommending. [obricty .o them and
ff?m ﬁ’/’wmts, ﬂwt  they may . &g capable. of. 172('1%1710‘;:;'_
: But-there is. a-.

John Newton;‘;
pcz,gqpa«dy, annexed, {0 the mﬁm&;mns fent. Jomtlyt,_,

number of men there is ta defend, them. .

arag,rapl addreﬁld o captam

~where. the Company the ‘year before
had:. ﬁxed a faory; and Norton was fent by
“Jand’ for the fame purpofe, and to enquire about
for it is not probable that they would
fend out Kelfey and Hancock the - fame year with
Knight, unlefs they had given them inftructions:
to_ difcover in concert with him; which they did
not, - The laft two were. the fame floop under .. -

tn bim anfi ctounczl, 5th May, 1748 ~which eon- |

E . . - hd

- ‘cams_’
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tains a’ very extraordinary evidence: ofrthe :réfof- i
mation of the Company s::Committeé y:and s the :::
firt mﬁance, fince the "peace of Utrecht,. of “their <
thewing - any - CONCELN for the rehgxous Welfarc*‘;s

of . theu' fervants.

Captam John Newton, T ':;5;.», !

LdST L2" bawng repoj&d fzzcla a conﬁdeme as’ to : ‘

London, 5th ’\/Iay, 1748.~:«f

s D0aCE “you-at the bead of our bet. faclory,  we
expeét that . all our- fervants under. your: command,.

willy by -your - example, be. éncouraged to a religions -

obﬁerfvmce of \the. Lord’s day, to virtue and fobricty;

and that by - your moderation, they may meet with .

fuch tréatment, as. may make them love as well as =
fear youy: which will conduce. much  to your- eafey

and our interefl s in full hopes- of. wbzc/a we : cammzt:r

you_ o the' dz‘vme _prafeﬁ‘zan. o

HERE feem to: be the dawmngs of a chn{han
fpirit 3 and had it ever appeared before, and its ex+ -

cellent - ditates been fincerely followed; the caufes < |
of ; complaint. againft - the- Company would have

been conﬁdelably leffened: . but never to have
fent over a clemyman to any of their faGories, -
nor. thewn the leatt concern for the religion and -

morality of their ‘fervants, was furely capital.. I-

would not willingly leflen the merit of the exhor-

tation- laft. quoted ;-
muft be obferved,
after ‘feveral. hearmgs againft the Company, be-
fore his Majefty’s attorney and. follicitor-genéral,

upon: a . reference made to them by the Lords of

but for the fake of truth- it
that it was not fent over till -,

his Maje{‘cy s moft honourable privy council, of the -

merits’ of a petition. from -the Commxttee of the

d 4 ' fub-"
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fubferibers. for. difcovering a ‘north-weft paffage; -

in which their: barbarity :to the natives and their

fervants,. ‘was proved by fundry affidavits, having

néver attempted to civilize the one, or fent over

‘a clergyman for the inftruction .of the' other, .

nor kept up the leaft appearance of religion in

any fatory in. the Bay: yet I do not pretend to -

affign thef€ circumftances of - danger as the motive

of this new concern for. the. {pirithal welfare of

their people; nor of the following direions fepe
at the fame time to Mr. Ifbefter and council at

Prince of Wales’s-fort, viz.—23d; A5 webave

nothing .mare at heart than the prefervation of our

Jfaltories,  the fecurity of our. people, and the in- -

creafe of our trade, thersfore we direft that pothing

may be omitted, that wmay [firengthen the fokmef
‘and extend the latter 5 to which end we firifly order,
that. all poffible encouragement be given to the na-

tives, by treating them civitly, and dealing ~juftly

with them on ¢l cccafions - and we recommend it to

You to ufé our [ervants under your commiand in fuch

smannery that they may eftecin as well as fear yost.—

If inftructions like thefe proceed from real com-
punction and a juft abhorrence of their former

mifconduét, part of the end aimed at by the

proceedings againft them is obtained ; and fhould

they be fo fostunate as to furvive the charge fHll -
the merchants-

to be brought againft them, - by
and manufadturers of Great Britain, and find intereft
enough to keep pofieflion of their charter and invalu-

able monopoly ; Ihope they will give no room - for -

the application of a cenfure, that is due only to
the charaéter of the prince of hypocrites:

The devil was fick—1he devil a monk would be ;

- The devil qwas well—tbe devil a monk was be.
Trese are ali the papers of confequence laid

by the Campany before the Committee, There on- -
Iy remaing to be confidered the. evidence of the -

witnefles
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witnefles which they - thought ‘propet: to produce
in' their  defence : thefe were only: two, captain -
Caruthers, whofe evidence I have already cited in -
my obfervations upon Knight’s voyage, ‘and Mr.
Henry Sparling merchant and furrier, and a pro- -
prietor of the Company. This gentleman, “as .
fome perfons have infinuated, was called upon.to
give his ‘opinion of the furs whichthe Company -
‘imported,  and alfo to difcredit the ' account of. -
the French getting Hudfon’s-Bay fursy but prin-":
cipally to fupport his own affidavit, made on the
hearing before the attorney and. follicitor:general, -
thar Hudfon’s-Bay - ermines and [quirrels were of
Jmall value ; and ‘alfo the affidavit made by An-
thony Lutkins and Nicholas Lewis, that they were
nat worth one penny per dozen; which ~brought
on another affidavit, - that upon going to-a  fur- -
vier 1o enquire the price of Hudfon’s-Bay er- -
mines, under a pretence of - purchafing  fome, the
Jurrier - jaid, they. generally were fold for about -

~two fhillings a piece. ,

Uron Mr. . Sparling’s being examined about
fkins and pelts, be produced a deer’s fbin from Bud- -
for’s-Bay full of holes, and faid there was not one
in ten that was nor fos but when killed at one -

Jeafonof the year the dofect was not apparent, till they
were dreffed in oil 5 adding, that the Virginia deer-
Jkins are much more valuable.—He faid, that ermine

and_ [fquirvel-fkins from Hudfon’s-Bay were not worth

paying cuftom for 5 the laft fquirel-frins being fold for a
Jarthing a piece, after paying a balfpennyduty : thathe
kad bought no ermines [rom the Bay of a long time, the
beft coming from Siberia. To prove this be produced
twe ermines from:the Bay, one the bep, the other
the worft be could pick out of 'a parcel, and one
Sfrom Siberias and  faid that the " Siberia ermines
Jold - from  one  fhilling to one fhilling and fin<
pence each: be. then produced: twwo :Siberia < fguirrels
Jrins, and two from the Bay, - He faid tarther,
‘ | ’ ' that




((583)

that bec bad-amnual - accounts - from Rochelle ~of
whatfurs the: French: iiported,: which . ol came:
there’s and. thati:they . imported ithree or  four bun-">
dred s martins - annually, . and awith them. a - fmall
quantity of: Hudfon’s- Bay furs.— This is: the fub-"

ftance : of -his evidénce.

Jrihad - been ftrongly - urged againft the ‘Com-
panyy ‘that they::did ‘not: endeavour:-to: encreafe: -
and extend :their: fur-trade as: they ought ; -that
the ‘French carried awayrmany. of their rich-furs
from the inland -at the heads.of their fettlements;: :
that- by~ notifending .up : perfons: to- trade upon .-
the; rivers and . lakes, great numbers of deer. and -
buffalo. {kins were loft, . the: natives having no."
conveyance - for .them:down: the rivers 'but {mall.
birch-canoes 3. and .that "a great many other kinds: -
of:-furs- might-.be “had, if the:natives were not:.
difcouraged from taking them; on: account of ‘the .
high price of. the..Company’s goods, .fuch -as.:
- white hares,  ermines; andfquirrels.: Mr. Spar-
ling’s teftimony was intended to:invalidate this:.
charge ; and’ with: that view he¢ produced the deer,

1

‘ermine, and f{quirrel-fkins.. -

“Tue - deer-fkin ‘he produced - was: probably the
vileft he could pick out, full of holes, and kill-- -
ed--at 'an improper  feafon; - for- deer-fkins, like -
other pelts and furs, have their feafon.” At one-.
time of the year they are troubled with an in-:
feét - that . eats ‘holes in their fkins; a diforder -
called' the warbles, of which, however, they-are

erfeétly cured : before winters - but if: the deer
are killed 'at this feafon,. the fkins muft unavoid-
ably -have holes in.them; and is that a reafon -
why the natives: thould not be encouraged to-kill -
them at -a proper: feafon, by allowing a juft:.
price -for good fkins? Had the natives:any rea-: |
fon to expedt that their. care would be rewarded,
‘they - would never kill deer out of feafon, unlefs : -

i e hunger.
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hunger. obliged - them.s. and if -they were~civilized, s
they would raife tame: cattles for  their fubﬁﬁénéé‘, :
and. hunt only:for. profite. 11t s notorijoils, _thét."a:s'ré
good -deer-fkins . have- been “brought.. from: Hud- -
fon’s-Bay; :as. from-other-parts -of. America; and:;
the Company in - their- inftru@tions ~:t_(,)‘;:‘NQrEon’-,~ 8
have -exprefly. orderéd- him' to -fend;: over. deer as...
well as moofe and- elk-fkins, which: they would not.
have done but from a-knowledge of their-value; * -

Ir-appears. from -the, Company’s:own account .
of . their fales in-N° X, that deer-fkins,, accord- .
ing -as-they were taken .in feafon or not, have fold -
from.two fhillings to four thillings- and-nine- -
pence ‘per {kin; - and, ata medium of ,ten _l«}?eé;rs; -
at two:- fhillings -and eleven-pence halfpenny : but .
at a. medium -of ten years;- the numben}bmug}ht
over annually - was - bug. three hundred ‘forty-fix; -

‘when, if trade had been-extended - up -the -rivers -

and lakes, they. ‘might,probably have imported.,
two or:three hundred- thoufand -annually, ‘which -
if: killed - in feafon, .and. properly drefled by -
the Indians, would have fold -for - ten'. thillings

MRg.- SparLiNG next produced : two. ermines .,

from the Bay extremely bad, and.one from Si- .
beria - extremely . good ;. fo good, that-a- Ruffia
merchant -who examined it, .faid, that he had ,
a.prefent of choice ermines lately fent him from .
Ruffia, and in the whole parcel, which might be:’
prefumed were not- bad,. there was not a fkin better -
than that. The two.-American ermines were pre-
tended to be the beft and. worft of a parcels -
but then it;was.a parcel that contained none butbad ..
fkins killed. out of feafon,;;for'_t'lvlcy;w'éi'e;ill'colour- -
ed, fmall, .and almoft without fur,” -The Qewrniineéu,'
like the hares and . partridges . in . cold countries, -
turn white, in.winter, cxcept the tips-of . their ears .
and - tails;. and. if -taken out of, feafon before -
. o _ - ' ~they
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i:héy ‘recover - their éolour, - or the young ones are
full -grown, they muft:neceffarily be fmall, il
coloured, . and-bare ‘of -fur. ‘The fame may be -

faid of fquitrels, with regard to fize, and good-

‘nefs of ‘fur: “and. thofe bad ermines and fquirrels: -
are conftantly killed by the Company’s fervants -
~and ‘home ‘Indians at ' improper feafons, who have -
no encouragement to kill- them in the right feafon; -
and they. are fent over at random, in {mall par-

cels, “for the fake of what they ‘may accident-

ally produce. - But to thew how far his great zeal -
has carried him beyond the -point which - it was -

. neceflary ‘for ‘him to ‘keep in view, in order to
preferve ‘a confiftency between his own and the

-Company’s-account of this matter; we need on- -
ly look into N®. X, which fpecifies the price of -
furs at their - fales; and into N°. XXIV, which
fpecifies “the number as well as price; and it
~will appear that in ten ' years' fale there was only
one article of feventeen ermines, which fold at

one fhilling and five-pence per fkin, as high as-

the beft - Siberia ermines, which Sparling himfelf -
‘acknowledges fell generally from one Jhilling to'.
one fbilling and fix-pence; and yet thefe are not

worth paying cuftom for. R :
- THE next article he produced of the contents -

of -his" budget, - was fquirrels, which 4z the loft -

" Jele he fays fold for o farthing o piece, and paid a
balfpenny " duty. - But from the fame papers it -

~ appears, that in" a courfe of ten years fale fquir-

rel-fkins were fold for five years, viz. 246 in
1742 at 4 dieach, 12% in 1744 at 4d % each,
2070 1In 1745 at'1d}, 540 in 1746 at 20s
“the whole: and 500 in 1744 at 21564 the

whole: fo that there ~were two fales at which ' .

fquirrel {kins, - when probably in full feafon, fold -
‘at'4d 1 each ;' one, fale, when more out of  feafon,
“at'r d o, and-two fales; when quite out offeafon, -

Qr
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~or ill faved, at about-a halfpenny - each, e, for

double the price that Sparling upon- his- evidence

- rated themr ~at; - which’ however~ isr‘» : fqm;th}pg
more: modéft than the .price -fixed by ‘Liutkins
. and Lewis, who in. their refpeé‘qvevvfiaﬂidm_cs
had afierted, that they ‘were not worth-d penny - a
-dozen, - But if furs are thus blown upon m%
- market, : only ' becaufe :thc;y are kllled ;9}“3; 0
. feafon, or ill faved, muft therefore no encourage-

‘ment be given to kill them in feafon, -and to
'. Esgtthemgwen; when by fuch prudent care, as

the Company themfelves .:»hajvc:-?‘demop{?‘gtq(.i,

- they "would ‘produce eight times the yalgg 2o

- Tue . laft part of  his evidence -I" fhall ‘take

e N rae  which | relates C to - the
notice - of, . is .that E Wthh, roates - 19 4
Canada furs, and the few Hudfon’s-bay Jurs

" imported with them. - He bas, it feemsy regular ac--

counts from Rochelle, of the - anmual. z‘mportz 3 -afzd
the amount of martins imported are. but (ce»bgr
four bundred annuallys amongf wbzcb‘ :ar‘esa‘fgw,&?t
“wery few, ‘Hudfon’s-bay - furs. 1 cannoii :;ga eg
recolie@ this part of his ¢vidence as_v’:_hc':,.-“_e ;-Vc;:‘ :
“it; but am afraid it has. fuffered, '\"Flth?lf; t ‘r?c
“an error-of the prefs, or -of the perfon who took

it down; fince it is notorious that the -'Frgnch
rgarr;WOn - a ‘great - fur-trade from _Cangd‘f}, | and
. deal fo largely in martins, that if hg'had faxdthi;%
‘ty or forty thoufand, he ‘had fallen: far: fhort o
X !

the truth 3 nay three -or four hundred packs of

" one hundred “or: two hundred -in" a pack would

“not perhaps have excesded it 'The ~.chxlx'fparxly
themfelves in' fome years have imported near
_twenty ‘thoufand martins; and as. the .'Fxfcr}x‘c;}c}é
“who value' only one at a beaver, give t 1;

times ' the price that -the Company- ‘g_xv?, "Wb'llo
‘value . three at .a. beaver, we may realonably
‘concludé, : that. the® French’ procur:e‘ghrf;e;{txm}eis
‘the number::that: the. Company . procure 3: 13‘3 1; h:
i ' \% L

L
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. Indians knew, how :to -fell ‘their, goods t3 the
~beftiadvantage, .. - .ol s e wes
~...I.smaLL: only.add two.rematksy ofitfty - that

~.the, .Companiy - were .right-to.. reft -theif revidence

~-herey > nand snot- expofe  thenifelves by..any more
. vain ~attempts .to -invalidate -that.;which was
- brought ragainft thems--as .no evidence after:this
- avould haveborne.even'the heariag: ' And:fecond-
. had:;not  had ithe: facred fupport : of ' truth sitfelf;
. it was in (the: Gompany’s.power;’ from:the num-
‘ber . of; captains -and fervants-“{till rinitheir pay,

,,,,,

" over: -whofe -fouls -as - well -as “bodies :they ~hdve

~the abfolute ; command, to. have ‘deteéted. not -

- only .falthoed - but ‘error; whereas the :petitioners

..could -only procure ~a few . of their férvants,

-whofe ~integrity ftood: oppofed. to-the diftrefs: of

i poverty,-andithe. power ‘of wealthy:andswhofe in-

-tegrity. neotwithftanding.. carried. ‘them.-through
-.with -inconteftable. aughority oo ) bl v

. ;- I smaLLnow proceed;to. furn up!thestnaterial
1partiof, the evidente: produced-againft: the! Com-
panyy- telative -to i their: imifconductyand fo - the
-~‘country, . climate,. trade; fitheries; iand;navigation
’Of* thC :BaY-*.v“ S I T I
- F1rsTy, it appears,-that:ithe countries about: the
.-Bay:arercapable jof .great: improvement 5 ¢hdt the
»lands-idouthward: and! weftward -of sthe:-Bay, are

20 d B

in.good iclimates, -equal»in:their feveral’: latitudes

sto.thofe -in Afia and:‘Europe; and, thatithe climate
<improves - farther-within-land, -the dpring : being

- earlier.and ~the ~wirter -fhorter 3 :that by. Kelfey’s

,journal produced by the: Companys-and by Jofeph

~deila-France’s. which they-havevhot controverted,

~the fgoi{ntry; --abounds :with- ‘woods; champains,
~plains; -ponds; . rivers and::lakes, feveral’s hundred
- leagues, weft - from-the-Bay; thdr thedandiis:cover-
- €dwith - beaver, -~ buffaloes,: ‘deer, 1martins;: ahd

TR N - gther

ly, - that if; the -evidence: brought againft..them -

other valuable fursy and - the rivets: and lakes-are
. fullof :fturgeon-and other  excellent fith, Iap-
. pears. alfo, - that.. thefe . fine: rivers - are nayiga-

U ble every: where. . with canoes, and:in;moft places
- with -larger - veflels, - having .i-but, inconfiderable
¢ falls,. up which: canoes can " be towed . againft the
s ftream,- and that the lakes;are navigable by larger

veffels.—That <upon; thefe rivers.and .about-the

dakes, : are.-many nations-or tribes; of. docible.and
» humane- Indians, »willingsto.;be-inftruGted; - rasd

..eager: to engage - in’.trade.—That-.the. lands,-are
3 \.',C.apabl,e ~of . .;til~1iag¢-',f 3ﬁ‘ordmg,good~paﬁure for
chorfes. and: cattle; in- the fummer,.jand good: hay
:, for:;their fubfiftence in ‘winger.—That at .Churchi

“ithe meoft. northerly. faory, herfes ~and . .ce
« have-been kept.in - winer, - tho’ i greatly: exp

.........

ftuff. fourith. at;the- factories;. -and -where -barley

-and_oats ‘have:been: fown, they .come: to;-perfeer
vtion i at ~Moofeifatory .at.;.the . bottom ,of
ythe:Bay, . fown wheat has ftood the winter frofts,
~and.-grown wvery-well the fumimer following 5, tho
+ the cold and froft is,greater; -and continuesilonger
- here .than within:'land : black-cherries alfo plant-
.-;-.Cd,hcre- hav,e.: gl’OWﬂ and borne' ‘;ﬁ',l}itf,- 1aS.W0uld
-other , trees. if propagated<—That 'the rivers %iiébn
'the Bay, abound with white: whales.and other valu-
;able fith; and. the fea to.northward, with black
-whales, ifea-horfes,-feals, and-white- bears, which.
iafford whale-finn, - oil, ivory, and fkins ; -the weft-

~.-ern coaft being no,way-mountainos, as in Davys’s

: ailc:l_F#HQd,fon-’S}ﬂ’rfai.l?s#'And that: the feas and navi-
- gation are notdangerous ; there ibeingifew infiances

. «of:the lofs of fhips.in the Bay, .or.in the paffage
’thither 2 S el wianednr b vieried
... SECONDLY,- it ‘appears;- that-netwithftanding ;the

R

~unfpeakable advantages to.be.obtained by planting

and fectling thefe countries, the climates of which:are
;_,':,‘ ‘ ) V L . “ ) non
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ot worfe than Sweden, Denmark; Ruffia, Po:

~1and, and  north- Getmany s - yet the 'Company’
- have ' nét ' made;: nor éncouraged:to be made, any
- onie fettlement of colony; having:onlyfour fmall
: fatories. in which -they keep about .one hundred

- -and' thirty fervants, = and ‘two' fmall- houfes ‘with -
only eight'men it eachy which is alli the force

* they have provided to keep the poffeffion, and protect
I the ' trade- of - a’“country, --equal -to 'one" third ‘of
Europe.~~THat' they have not in fifty years fent
. above one perfon to-make- difcovéries within' land,’
* wWhich was:-Norton, who by Brown’s ‘evidente

+ had been at the' copper-mine; tho’ his journal was -
notproduced to the Committee; but-none to:make

-

friendthips ‘and _alliances withthe natives, - dif-

‘couraging even their fervants “from going-up into

the inland " to tradey tho’-for their own’ benefit;

" ridteven t6 prévent the natives from, trading with
- the Frenchy tho?- - they - are:fenfible - of " their per-

* petiial “incrofictimeits, " and that  ‘they daily" carry -

caway the richeft® - furs.—That  notwithftanding
there  -are - inconteftable " evidences of * rich copper
- 4nd- lead ‘rhines, “and evenof cinnabar, * out- of

~whicl mercury has been extracted; yet no encou-
- ragement has-‘beeni given, ‘ofdtterhpts made, to
r fearch after * them with a.view to their improve-

-‘ment.~~That-the annual exports - of the Compary

“have ' not exceeded - four thoufand pounds 5-and
“in’time of - pedce ‘their ravigation” has" been con-

" -fined ‘to | three ' fhips of ‘150 er: 200 tons; -with

“two or three” fmall floops ftationed in the Bay,

- that fome years aré not fent out/of “harbour.—That

' 16 mieans have ‘been: ufed 'to 7 civilize of convert

: the 'natives 3 ‘nor-even a clergyman fent over to .

inftruét and take care of the fouls of their own

“férvants ; on-the cortrary; the learning the Indian.
“language,: of'Keeping - up - any’:correfpondence

Eeraa

- yith the peopléyist{everely prohibited under penalty

of
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of lofs of wages and bodily .corre®ion. — And
that none but plaufible and infincere attempts have
been made to find out a paffage to the weftern-
ocean of America; tho’ the probability of there
being fuch a paffage is more and more ftrengthen-
ed from the late difcovery of bays, = inlets, and
broke.:n lands, the weftern ends of which are not
yet difcovered ; and. from there having been no .
rivers yet obferved on the north-weft coaft.. .

- AND what have the Company and its friends
been able to advance, in oppofition to thefe . accu-
mulated proofs of negligence and folly ? Why no
more than this; — ¢ That if the country and trade
‘."‘couldv ‘have been improved to the degree that
‘s alleged, . mere'y by making freth difcoveries
‘ and carrying on an induftrious cultivation, it
“¢1s not to be fuppofed that the taking fuch prac-
““ ticable fteps would have been omitted by the
¢ Company, which without doubt is compofed of
* men of experience who are wife enough to pur-
“ fue their own intereft.” This was the funda-
mental point with regard to which they ventured
to crofs-examine. the petitioners. witneffes, moft of
whom were men of inferior ftations, ' unqualified
to aflign the.true reafon, why the Company have
acted fo manifeltly againt the intereft of the public;,.
and fo apparently againft their own. But the true
x:ce_a{:(l)n, 15 obvious:  They have had no legal
« right to their exclufive trade fince the year
) 1698, at which time the a& expired that con- -
¢ firmed their charter only for feven years: if,
¢ therefore, after this period, the leaft evidence,
had been fuffered to tranfpire, that the climate

‘of Hudfon’s-bay is very habitable ; that the foil
*“isrich and fruitful, fit for growing corn and -
* raifing ftocks of cattle, and abounds.alfo with:
¢ valuable mines; that the fitheries ‘are capable

(14

(14

[14 . . . ?
'\.Qf great 1mprovement, and the navigation' not
' e ‘¢ more
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68 mme danoerous than m - other countrxes, that
« the trade may even'be extended, by means of a
"¢ navigable paffage, or at leaft by a fhort land-
paﬁage, to the ‘weftern océan’;*and that the Com-
¢ pany  from thefe” difcoveries and improvements
“ are grown 1mmenfely rich and powerful : 1 fay,
had - firch proofs’ of ‘a fine country and-beneficial
‘trade ftolen  abroad -in the world, as they muft un-
avoidably have “done ‘if - proper ‘expetiments had
been made, - ¢ the Company knew, that the Legif-
¢¢Jarure would - have taken  the rlght into its own
“¢Hands ; and fettled the ‘country, - and laid the
- ¢ trade ‘open, for the benefit of Britdin:”  zbey
boz've, therefore, contented t/aemﬁelws with dividing
ainong one’ humhed perfom, a4 large proﬁt upon g
{mall capital ; bave not only. endeavonred to . keep
© the'trae ftate'of the trade’ and *country az 1mpenc-
trable fecret,  dut induftroufly propogazed the worft

impreffions’ of them s and rather then enjoy the incon-
clevable advantages. of a general cultivation in com-

 mon' with their fellow fubje&s “have, even to the
hazard - of iheir'own [eparate intereft, expofed
both country and z‘mde 10 t/oe zmroan’aments of t/ye
French ‘ '
~ 'THE" French who ‘are grafpmg at umverfal
dominion, watch ‘every " opportunity for extending
their “trade, and fecure all thofe’ countries Wlnch
we. abandon.” But tamcly to fuffer them to dif-
poffefs us- of this important fource of wealth and
power s, beﬁdes the lofs, a difgrace not to be
borne ‘by. Britain ;- tho’ borne it “muft be, if the
€ompany are permltted any longer to facrifice the
“good of the 'nation to their ‘own prlvate intereft,
The' Lemﬂature only ‘can pr\,vent the one, by put-
ting an”immediate ﬁop to the other; and the
| -Legxﬂ‘ature has but two mcthods to make choxce of 3
. cxthcra o e .
. AL PPN F;R.STE
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Fr IRST, to purchafe the Company’s right to any
lands they have a legal title to; to lay the trade
open with the cuftomary privileges and immunities;
to fettle "the rivers and the coafts adjoining - W1thj
European proteftants, who are now in great num-
bers ‘feeking for a place of thelter, in which they
may- enjoy thelr civil ‘and réligious liberties with
fafety ; and laftly, to civilize the natives, treat .
them with gentlenefs and humanity, inftruct them
in the knowledge of ufeful arts, and encourage
their induftry by allowing them an equitable trade,
and thus lay a foundation for their converﬁon to
Chrlfhamty Or,

_SECONDLY, to- confirin the fole property of thefe
extenfive countries, . with all the royalties powers:
and an1Iegcs orxgmally granted by the charter, |
to the Company for ever.

For as-by this they would béecome Iords para—
mount like the Dutch Company in the Indies,
and but barely fubordinate to the Crown of Great

Britainy fo by this, and by this only, they will be-

mduced to purfue thofe meafures that can pro- E
cure any advantaoes to the pubhc. B

Utrum horum mav1s, accxpe.

g-'z o AP”




A gin the eftimate, it may be proper to
obferve, thatas no labourers were fet apart for the
_ building, - which always ‘was ftopped ‘as often as
cany other kind of bufinefs interfered; and as
.no- regular account was kept of thefe frequent
‘interruptions 3 it will be difficult to form an efli-

‘yénce of this-party o0 o
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arrENDIX

1472 _'q/iz'm;z’z;e of ;1,3 éxfékc : Of y u 5 a’zng
- the frone-fort ot the en trance  of

Wales's-fort.

RINCE of Walessfort is a fquare
fort- with four baftions. But before I be-

mate in any other way, than by taking the quan-

ity of work that was done during the three
years that 1 was concerned, and the number - of
-mafons, labourers, and horfes, that were neceffary
to_perform that work; and then computing the

expence of the whole, in proportion to the ex-

~Charges of dittoin‘the thip "~ w0 .82
- Ditto——in_the_country at 64 perl sog:

(691
| Lo s 4

Four mafons at £ 25 1 per annum} o5 .

“each for three years - = -

Main v itto at 55 per o
A ntenance of ditto at 55 pe }‘156:‘ o: o

" week each

A~D"ttoi their paffage out and home
‘Ditto in their pafiage 0 d C,} 20 0% ©

... fivemonths - .- s
‘Eleven labourers at * £ 6 per annum } ey
- each for three years 199
Maintenance of ditto at 55 per) . .
week each R }429',70',
Ditto in their paffage out and home . 55: o:
Four horfes at £ 15 each .. 60: o:

- 'day each for three years .~ ) |
Three hundred pounds wt. of ,gum'-}j,- S
~ powder for blowing up ftones. 3. 150,00
Utenfils for three years, as carriages, } 6 o
I

o0 @00 o

‘ropes, blocks, &c. 0% 0: 0

Tron-crows, great hammers, &c.  15: 0: ©

~ Total, 1425: 183 0

~ Auvw thc ftone, lime:-ftone, fand, and the wood
for burning the lime, was upon the fpot. - Moft
of the ftone and lime-ftone lay within a quarter

" of a mile’s diftance from the fort, and. none at

more than half a mile’s diftance. .=~ ¢

- Tue little fmith’s and ‘carpenter’s - work alfo

‘that was dene in thefe three years, for neither lead

‘nor iron was ufed in cramping the “ftones, was

performed by the' Company’s common fervants, .
4 I was informed, that, after I came away, mafons were

fent over at £ 18 per anmum each. ‘ '

o {Thefe men’ are hired in the Orkneys;

¢ 2 | whef
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- whofe charges are not, to be brought into the ac-
count, till the expences of building the houfe with-
-in-the fort are rated. - So that the expence of the
fort in the firft three years,' at a large allowance,
- .does not exceed £ 1425: 187 o. ' I carefully ex-
amined how much of the wall was built in this
time, and found that, ~at the fameexpence, and

with the faini: number of hands, " the rdmpart,
might - have been finithed in fix years more, and

in a far better manner; for great part of what
~was aiterwards done has tumbled, but what was
then done ftands well. R e

I~ thefe three yéars we built two baftions and
‘the ' curtain between ~them about feven feet
‘and'a half high; and alfo laid the foundation of
another baftion, and built a ‘curtain and half a
* curtain, and one. face of the baftion about two

feet and a half or three feet high; which made

confiderably -more than one third of the meafure-
“ment ‘of the whole rampart: trebling, - therefore,

the firlt three years expence, and only dedﬁ&ing“

the price of four horfes valued ‘at £ 6o, the
- charge’ of the whole rampart could not: exceed
L2114 000 :

- TaE next part to be eftimated is the parapet.
This was at firft built of wood ; but. as the wood
was fupplied from the old deémolithed fort  five
‘miles up the river, and as the carpenter put it up
in - thirteen weeks, with very little affiftance, the
~-expence of itto the Company could not be very
large. In. the year 1746, I affifted in' building
‘the ftone-parapet; and tho’ I had  only ‘two
mafons with me, and  much of - my own time
was taken up in feleGting proper ftones and in

furveying, “ yet “the parapet was carried along -

the flank of a baftion and curtain in one funimer ;
and if the governor had not obftruéted the work,
but had allowed us a {tated mumber of labourers,
' . ' ' hav-

(71)

having dlways either too few or too many, we
thould have been able to have finithed another flank. -

Tue two mafons could not: do much to the pa-.
rapet after I came away, as they were emplqy_ed_ n
ereCting a battery at Cape-merry on the othcir‘ {fide
of the harbour : at the time, therefore, that it was
reprefented, that the building had coft the Company. .
between thirty and forty thoufand pounds, very.
little more than a fifth. part of .the parapet was
completed, the expence of which may be eafily afj ,~
certained 3 for, if a‘flank and curtain ‘were made.
by three mafons, in one fummer and autumn;
furely, four mafons and eleven labourers might do-
as much in one year ; and the expence of four ma- -
fons, eleven labourers, and four horfes, with uten-
fils for one year, cannot exceed 460 L. :

A souse was built within the fort, thér.le,ng'th.of |

which, from out to out, was 101 feet 6 inchess
the breadth 33 feet; and the .height of the wall
14 feet, making two fories, with a flat roof co-
vered with lead : but all the materials, except iron,

lead, glafs, and fome large beams, were -procured

upon the fpot ; and I would undertake to build fuch |
a houfe there, with the advantage of carrying ma-
terials from England in the annual fhip, for 6ool.
Turer of the baftions had arches for ftorehoufes
40 feet 3 inches by 1o feet; and in the fourth ba-
fion was built a ftone- magazine 24 feet long, and
10 feet wide in the clear, with-a paffage to it thro’
the gorge of the baftion, 24 feet long, and 4 feet
wide. Now comparing the expence of building
thefe, withthat of the other parts of the fort; Ithinky
that two thirds of the expence of the firfl three
years would' be. fufficient ; that is, four {nafons,
eleven labourers, and four horfes, &c. for two.
years, amounting tc about g2c 1. with 42 1. more for
the lead made ufe of to cover the magazine.
e 4 - - I mave




£ o AR R Lt b TR

o toial

L7z ]
1 HAVE rated the exPences of the mafons and ia-

bourers, ‘as if they had been conftantly employed
upon the building both winter and fummer;

whereas, " the ‘building could be carried on’ only

from May to September, and during the remain-
ing feven months, the people were engaged in other

bufinefs for the fervice of the Company, ‘by which
. they defrayed ‘at leaft, the charge of their main-

tenance for this interval, which yet I have placed
to thesaccount of the for. Indeed, in the whole
eftimate I have rated every article fo high, that an
experienced workman, if he was acquainted with
the nature of the country, would not compute the
total expence at fo-much by fome hundred pounds.

It appears, therefore, :

First, That in the year 1749, the Company

could not have expended more than £ 62 391 14 c.
. ’And

SECONDLY, _That, as a. ﬁfth part of the parapet

‘was then finifhed for £ 460, and the reft, confe-

quently, mlorht have been done. for £ 1840 more,
the whole expence of compleatmg the fort, and all
the bulldmos within it, cannot poﬂiblv exceed
,{ Sooo o - -

PR

CarrEN

APPENDIX

NUMBER III

The Sozmdmgs of Ne%n-Rwer

| ONDAY the 15th ‘of July 1745,,
fifteen min. paft feven in the morning,
WA fet fail in the Fattory’s long-boat, in
company ' with Capt. Fowler, from on board the
Sea-horfe pink, “then lying in Five-fathom-hole,
to found- and difcover Port Nelfon-river, At
thirty-eight min. paft feven, a breaft of the beacon -
that ftands at Five-fathom-holé, the water fallen
one foot; a neap tide, wind N. E. a freth gale;
courfe from the beacon S. E. by E. one mile and
a quarter; founded from four fathom and a half to
eleven feet; the beacon bore W. N. W. diftance
one mile and a half. Nine min. paft eight, altered

- our courfe, fteered N. N. W. one mile and a quar-

ter, foundedfrom elevenfeet to two fathom, being .

~ acrofs the channel that leads into Five-fathom- hole;

in Hayes s-river ; this channel is of a confiderable
breadth. “At this time of tide we found two fathom
and a half in the beft or deepeft of the channel,,
and clofe to the north fand founded three fathom'
and a half ;' thip and beacon in one, bearmg S. W.

half W, thance one mile. Twenty-one min. paft

cight
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eight, altered our courfe, fteered S. E. by E. three
mnles, moﬁ"mg the = Fair-way. into Hayes’s-river
founded from two fathom to fix feet ; founded two
fathorh and a half in the beft of the channel; the
beacon bore W. by N. diftance - three miles anda
half. Four min. paft nine, altered our courfe,
fteered N: N. W. two miles and a-quarter, found-
‘ed from fix fathom to: ﬁihe feet, bemg from fide to
fide of the Fair-way. into Hayes’s-river; found a
conﬁdexable breadth of channel, where was two
and a half and two and a quarter fathom at that
~ time of tide; the beacon bore W. S. W. diftance

three miles. Twenty-nine min. paft nine, altered
_our -coutfe, ftecred S. E. by E. one: mile: and a
quarter ; founded from nine to ten feet acrofs the
entrance of Hayes’s-river 5 founded two and a half
and two and a quarter fathom .in the beft of the.
channel ; beacon bore W, diftance four miles.
\ Forty feven mifi.. pa{’t nine, altered our courfe,
fteered N. N. W five miles; founded from ten
feet to five fathom and-three quiarters in this courfe.
- At fixteen min. paft ten, wehad three fathom waters
being on the north fide of the fand that parts the
~ Fair-way intothe two rivers Nelfon and Hayes,from
whence we had three fathom water ; the fhip in

FIVC fathom hole, bore S. W. half W. ‘diftance ﬁve'

milés : butat the end of this courfe wherewehad five
fathom and three qual*ers, the fhip bore S. S. W.
dxﬂtance fix miles. Sixteen min. paft eleven, altered

~our courfe, fleerd IN. W. one mile, founded ‘rom‘
ﬁve three quarters to fix fathom ‘the ﬂnp bore‘
S. by W. diftance feven miles, Thmy three min.
pafL cleven, altered. our courfe, fteered W. four

miles, tried the tide of ebb by bringing the Jolly-
boat to a orapnei the tide run E. one knot and

a Half, At twelve hove the logg; the boat’s way‘:
"Was. two knots and a half; four knofs run off the

;;el founded fxom ﬁ»{ fathom 0 two and a half 3

’ thc
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the ﬂnp bore S. by E. diftance eight miles and a

half, At one, altered our courfe 5 fteered S. W,
half a mile, to try ‘to deepen our watér : it now
began to be a thick fog, the wind blowing frefh at
N. E founded from two fathom and a half to eleven
feet. Thirty min. paft one, altered our' courfe,
fteered N. W “two miles and a half'; founried from
eleven’ feet to four fathom and - three quarters.
Forty-five min. paft one, altered our courfe, fteer-
ed W. two mlles, founded from: four fathom and
three quarters to two and a half ' Eleven min. paft
two, altered our-courfe, fteered S. W. one mlle,
founded from two fathom and a quarter to eleven
feet. “Twenty-fix min. paft two, altered our courfe,
fteered N, W." ‘one furlong, founded ' from eleven
feet to. eight feet.” Twcnty -nine min. paft two, al-
tered our courfc, fteered 'S. half a mile, founded
from eight feet to four feet; we had now a vcry
thick fog, a freth gale, and a great fea. Thirty-
nine min. paft two, altered our courfe, fteeted S. W

four miles, founded from four feet (the next caft
feven feet, the fecond caft feven fathom, the third
caft exoht fathom and a half) to four fathom : the
fog bemg gone, we found we were four or five
mlles within the river. Fifteen min. paft three,
altered our courfe, fteered S. two mlles, to try the
channel, founded from four fathom to fix feet.

Forty-five min. paft three; fteered right acrofs the

- river one mile and a half, from ﬁx feet on

fouth-fide, to fix feet on . north-fide; found
the channel half a mile broad, from threc to
three fathom ; in the middle of the channel there

" is four fathom and a half, a foft clay bottom ; we

run up this channel one mxle and a half; founded
from four fathom and : a half to two fathom and a
half, then three fathom; ‘prefently we were in five
fathom then {ix fathom; we WEre Now a- breaft of the
ﬁrft remal l(aolc gully, near one mllc and a half above

2 2 . ‘ the




[76]

the f00t of the hxg ) land : from ﬁve f’athom9 we
~ founded. very uneven foundmgs ;, one.caft two. fa-
'_'thom, _the next four or.five feet; then three feer
_an the mlddle of the river ; here we ‘were upon the
. middle ground, the channel being near the north
" and fouth fides of the river: then we run near. the
_north thore 5 founded from four feet to two. fathom
"feveral times.. , When we got. to 'Flamborough-
head, the foundlngs were more. regular. Three
" min. paft fix, we pafied F lamborough-head, found-
_ed from ten feet tothree fathom and a quarter, -and.
from three fathom and a quarter to two fathom ; we
“had thefe. foundmgs near a mile ;. now 1t was ﬁr{’c
: "{quarter flood. . From thefe good foundmgs to Seal-
-ifland, we founded twice from.two . fathom to fix
feer.. Within three or four hundred yards of Seal-
“ifland, the channel is very. fhallow ; clofe to the
‘north end of Seal-ifland there is . from two to three
fathom. water ; .neap tides flow here about four
feet, fpring tides about eight feet. Seal-ifland is
.about three miles and a. half above. Flamborough—
" head by ' computation. Thirty min.. paft feven,
a breaft of Seal-ifland, founded from two. to three
~ fathom. We paft. Seal and Gillam’s- iflands, think-
ing to fail up a flream we met there: but it being

neap tldC, and we not knowing where the. qeepeﬁ: ‘

water was, and. fecmc the tops of ftones above

warer, at - fiftcen min.  paft eight we returned

to Seal- xfland where the water was. fallcn half a
foot; and. landed at: forty-five mln paﬂ: elght-

pite h«ng our tent on the N. F pomt of Gillam’s-

Mland., -

Tuefday the 16th in the mornmg, Capt Fowler
and I went round Gillam’s-ifland ;. we chmbed up
‘the weft end, which is very . ﬁeep to, look up the
river : we xmaomed that if . we had got up that
'ﬁream, and we were Very. near the head of it when

we turned back, we might have failed in the I%ng—
oat

‘as we apprehended an extraordmary ﬁne ) pl?ce
e » SRR )
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boat a great way farther up the river: at thn'ty

" min. paft - eight, we returned to’our tent. * After
' breakfaf’c we left two men to take care of the boats,

‘and went down the north fhore of the river to ob—
ferve the flats at low water. ~“When we ‘were five
“miles below Flamborough-head, we climbed up to
‘the top of the bank," whiere we faw the lower'end
of the middle ground the top ‘of fome-large ftones
bemg above water ; flood at thirty min. pai’c five
‘this afternoon. ‘From the place where we ftood to
thefe ftonies on the lower'‘end of the middle
‘ground,and to the outer pomt ‘of woods ‘on the
fouth fhore, - it bore E.half N - As we went’ down
‘the thore' we' faw plainly there was 'a’ channelon
‘the north fide, and another on the fouth fide of
the middle ‘ground;' we thought the ‘channel on
the north fide the bef‘c and it lay clofé to the fhore,

within half a'cable’s length of ity all the way. frot
two or three miles‘above the lower énd of the high
land up to Flamborough-head, and from ‘two or
three miles above the foot of the high-land; the
channel is in the mxddle of the nver, leadmg out
of the river’s mouth,

~‘This north- Thore lxes 42 deg N. E. and S, W

and is 'a fand from the height of three quarters
flood to low water mark ; towards high water mark,
clofe under the" ‘bank, it is full of  large ‘pebble

 ftones ; there are feveral fmall- creeks along - this

thore, Where we found" tenting poles left by * the
Indians who had laip ‘there to fith: it thundered
and 'rained much while we were upon this journey.

Between Seal-ifland~and F lamborouorh head, there"

are large parcels of fine trees growmg “clofe to the
river fide." Fiftecn min. paft eight; ‘we got: to our
tent, “having fufféréd much from the- mufkettos. |
' TheCaptain and T jud ging’ ‘thefe iflands very pro-
er to make fettlements ‘upon, the lefler-ifland hemg
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*for a fort to fecure that river, I made a partncular :

'furvey of thefe 1ﬂands, as follows ;.
 WEDNESDAY  morning the. 17th fuxveyed
Seal- ifland, and found its length 21 chains or 1386
feet. Its. breadth 4 chains or 297 feet. - Its cir-
cumference at. high  water mark . 62 - chain$
or 4092 feet. ts perpendlcular height 86 feet-
Its form refembles a long oval.  Its height from
low water mark makes an angle of 33 deg. Length

of the, flope, -2 chains 40 links. We founded the

water round the ifland, from 2 to 3 fathom on the
N. W. and N, E. fides: the S. W. and S. E.
fides lie to the main. river, being fhoal water near
~ the ifland ; but at half a mile from the ifland the
» water is . deep between this .and  the large ifland
above it; . there is two fathom and _a half and three
fathom water, where a veffel may :lie fafe both :in
winter and fummer, .and a veffel of . elght or nine
feét water may get up. fafe to this. place. At the
N. E. end of Seal- ifland, on the main thore, is a
wvery fine . low bottom, where grow ‘a, parcel of as
_ fine trees as I have feen in the country,” clofe to the
river ; we cut our names on the trees m the N E.
end of Seal-ifland. “The breadth of the water that
parts Seal-ifland from the larger ifland above it is
8 chains or 176 yards ;. this larger ifland is about
three miles in cir cumference, the weft end being as
- high asany. land thereabouts ; neap. tides flow here,
about four feet, and {pringtides about eight feet; but
the chart of this river will beft thew the fituation of
thefeiflands..  Along the river fide are. the ftones al-
ready mentjoned, round as cannon balls, Wthh when
broke . look like iron. At forty-five min. paft,

elght, almoft high-water, we made fail to go down,

the. rxver, wind S. W. founded frorn the N E.

corner of Seal- 1ﬂand from three fathom and a,

If to five feet 3,
gr?d th)ree quartets Juft above Flamborough-heﬁd
then

from five feet to four fathom;‘

T S

- f;athnm
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then eleven feet, then three fathom, then two' ' fa-
thom juit below the head ; “water fallén hahL afoot,
From the head downwards, the thore hes N. B,

by N. and'S, W. by S. nearly 5 the channel lies
within half a cable’s length of the’ ihore the feaft
{oUndmgs down this channel were ten teet "LHe
water fallen a foot dbout one mile and a half above
the foot Of the high-land on the north fide ‘of the‘ ‘
river : we ﬂtood off from -the fhore near a mile, -
founded two fathom, theriftood ifi ard fhoaled gra-
dually to nine feet: we ftood off ‘and on feveral
tires, and found the bottom near level ; founded
off fhore a’ mile, found twelve feet water then '
ftood in'thore s the water fhoaled gradually to nihe
feet. At Forty five min: paﬁ ten, we were a little
below the foot of the high- larid, “and ftood acrofs
the river 3 found the channel in the middle ﬁom
 three fathom to three fathor and 4 half, half a mile
" btoad ; “in the mlddle of the channél four fathom
and a half, foft clay." By working down tliis chan-
nel, towards the river’s moufh we found it
fteep on each fide, when we ftood into two fa-
thom and a half before put the helm a lee ; ere the
" boat was ftayed, fhe fhot into ten feet water. When

~we came pretty far down, feemingly without the

river’s mouth; we ftood into two fathom and a
half on the fouth fide, then ftood to the northward
till we founded four fathom and a half, then to the
fouthward till we founded three fathom, then to
the northward till we founded eight fathom and a
‘half, in:the beft of the channel. The channel is
deeper here than farther out; for as we came up we,
croffed the channel three miles without this place,
and had only fix fathom. From eight fathom
and a half, we ftood to the S. eai’twald about three
miles, faw.a point or ridge of ftones on the fouth-
fide, dtﬁdnce three quarters of a mlle, founded three
this pomt of ﬁtones dries four or five feet

perpet-
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perpendicular, and feems  to lie two or three miles ST T T
from fhore ; but there are flats thatdry at low-water '
all the way to the thore, fo that 2 man may walk
from thefe ftones to the land : then we ftood north-
ward; the waterdeepened little in half a mile. When
- we had ftood a mile northward, we faw ftones dry

on the north-fide, *diftance three quarters of amile ; A P P E

founded three fathom and a half to four fathom, ' I X
(now we were almoft as far out as when we fteered

N. W. a-crofs the channel in going up the river, 1 e » e

and had fix fathom) Then we fteered E.S.E. two or :

three miles. Keeping three fathom, near the fouth o N U M E E R IV
flats, towards low-water (it was low-water when we

wete hereabouts in our progrefs up /the river) . » ‘ .
made a little trip to the northward to deepen our : H ‘4 ﬁ”’ 'U‘?)’ ‘ff tﬁe “W?:/é 0_f Nelron*l‘lver,

water 3 wind at S. W. a frefh gale : hawled up for taken aloﬂg the ﬂz%‘l’ //.)of'e at 613‘11}
the ﬂllp, ‘which we faw very plain in Five-fathom- - wat o5 m, é E d A 6 cott 7ﬁ /ét 5_}’

hole, all the way after we had paffed the point

of ftones - mentioned above, “and got aboard fif- o .;;compcz/}, fvarzm‘zofz I 6 4 5 cmd
teen mm pa{’c feven in the evening. L meq/z‘”ﬂed é}, d wbeel w”b oéfer‘va«
| | o ‘ - zions:

 Firft cowrfe W. by N. balf N. 74 chains.
‘HIS ﬁrf‘c courfe begins at Beacon A, |
on the point of marth that parts_ Nelforz
- and Hayes’s-rivers; and goes to Beacon B

| that ftands on the marfh towards Nelfon LFiVer,
(See the chart) :

Second courfe W éy JV. 190 c/mms

WHAYWEI: creek is 20 chains on thxs courfe:
There are two other fmall creeks before the courfe
ends. At the end is the geefe tent, where . the
Englifh and Indiatis in the fedfon lie to kill* geefe2 '
bearmgS W Dxﬂ‘ance half a mile,

- f o fl%z’rd

 APPEN-




(82)

 Third courfe . 160 chains.
Tars courfe reaches to a ledge, : called at. York-

fort the ledge of woods, whrch are generally

fmall trees.

- Fourth courfe W. by . 4.30 chains.

" Tue end of the Indian path from York fort to
Nelfon-river, -is at 240 chains up this courfe. Here
. the Indians quit the woods, and go up by the river

ﬁde In this, courfc are patches - of umbcr—trees

Fi ftb caurfe w.s. w. 160 chains.

FORTY chains up this courfe - opened Flam-
borough-head. ~ Some - large trees a httle drf’cant:

: from the rrver ﬁde

Szxtb coarﬂe S W by PV. 240 cbczms
BURN b - wood upon this. courfe Now the placc

ibegms to look green again. -

Seventh courfe §. W. 270 clmm.r,

A confiderable quantlty of tim"er-trees alon

" this courfe clofe to the river;.at the end. of it
©a creek between two h10°h banks, where are
~ many rabbets, this creek dcep, I"imagine thips
" may winter in it, but being frozen T.could not

found it. The ﬁr& {’cream or. fall 1s at Flam-
borough -Head." : .

Ezg/at/o comfjé S. . &y W. 110, cbams .

TIMBER: trees along thls courfe, and feveral
ereeks. ‘ , SRR

Z\'zntb caurﬁz W S. W 50 cbams
'l IMBER trce& and ,a, madh all thrs courfe :
B T enth

_ 1mber :
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_ - Tenth comfe w. Izy S 40 cbaz;m
Nothmc rcmarkable i
: Elewmb courfe W 30 cimms o
LA “barren - ﬂ:eep bank and . ftone fhore all this

cour fe .

T welft/a courjé W by .N. 250 c/mm:

THE rivet runs, near the bank whlch is barren,

- the fhore. ftony. At 210 chains is- a creek with
“fome timber in it. The end of this courfc abreaf’c
of Seal-ifland. |

- Thirteenth courfe W, bcz{f S 160 cbazm

SixTy chains up this courfe is a creek wherc
there is a large quantity of timber-trees. Here is a

long fall or ftream of water, where captain Fowler )

and I failed up in “a long-boat, ‘and tumed back

, when we were almoﬁ up 1t

| Fourteentb courfe W’ S. W. 180 chains,
RUNS mto a Bay, but the river lyeth W. half S.

~ five miles up from Gillam’s-ifland. ~ At the end of

this courfe is a creek ‘where isa Oood quantrty of

szz‘eentb courfe N PV. 210 c/aczzm

‘ THE thud fall or f’tream of water, -

B Szxteem‘/a caurfe w. by N. 560 cbams

AT the bf:gmnmor of this courfe on the north
fide Juft above a point, is an ifland as large as
Glllam 5. erty chams higher are four iflands, three

fa of
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of which are abreaf’ci,of each other, the largeft

lies higher up in a Bay on' the fouth fide. Sugar-

loaf ifland is the largeft of the three abreaft of
each other. " Small trees’ upon-all thefe iflands,
- TrERE are two creeks on'this courfe, one on
the north, fide below the three iflands, - the other
on the fouth fide in the Bay over-againft the great

ifland. = T R T
Séfve}zlz"é‘é;/ztvlaﬁ courfe. W. N. W. 480 chains.
. Tur land is Vcry, Hi‘gh 5 on this courfe is a creck
that the Indians tell us goes quite through to
Hayes’s-river, where it is called Penny-Cutaway.

in their canoes from river to river.

The Indians are faid to have gone thro’ this creek.

| Eighteenth cozz}*j_é_l\r. W, 5) w. 3»90'. cbams

Hicu land and barrén; but in low places, by

the river-fide there is fine timber, and alfo in

the creeks. Thefe two laft courfes I did not mea-
fure with the wheel, apprehending if I did, I
fhould not get back: to my tent that night; fo
only walked thefe two courfes, fetting them by

Tue next day I infpefed-the north fide of the
river ; oppofite to Seal-ifland is a low plain, where

ftore of fire-wood. _ A

ABreasT of Gillam’s-ifland. on the north fide is
a creek, in which we found two or three ftumps
of - trees thathad been’ cut by Europeans. - Three

~are {ome very fine timber-trees, and near it great

- cighths of a mile above - Gillam’s-ifland  is a fine

fmall creek, where is a great number of timber-
trees; here we alio found old ftumps cut by
Europeans many years ago : there being fo few of
' - S \ thefe

2

this river,

thefe, I conje@tured the people had only tented here
a few days. =~ T
~ There are, many trees growing on' the north
bank ' from F lamborough-head, and the fame on
the fouth bank as far as I went up, which if
cut down would fall into the water, - In :all my
furvey I did not fee any thing from which I could
infer, that there had been any fettlement on

o

Fl  APPEN-
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A furvey of Seal and Gillam’s iflands,
- ahich lie 79 deg. 30 min. S. W. of

~ Flamborough-head ; - diffance three

\

of the river - clofe ~to " high-water mark.

“The S. E. corner of Seal-ifland bore 26 deg.

N. W. Flamborough-head and that ‘corner of

Seal-ifland made an angle of 86 deg. 30 min,
diftance from firft ftation fix furlongs. ~

SgconD {lation at S. E. corner of Seal-ifland,

- E IRST ftation at 2 point on the fouth fide

Flamborough-head bore 74 deg. 30. min. N. E.

making an angle with firft ftation of 79 deg.
From the firlt flation to a creek’s mouth weft-

- ward, on the fouth fide the angle to fecond fation
‘is 8o ‘deg. o BT
From fecond ftation betwixt the fame creek’s

‘mouth and the firft ftation the angle was 72 deg,

7 30 min, A , -
" Tump ftation at N. E. corner of Seal-ifland, to
- a pojnt at the Jower end of a bottom of woods,
58 deg, 30 min. N, E, diftance 3 furlongs 7 chains.

FaourTy

(&)

FourtTa ftationat S. W. corner of Seal-ifland, to
Beacon A, or fouth point of Gillam’s-ifland, 69
deg. 30 min. S. W. diftance 4 furlongs 1 ¢chain.
Thefe ftations were . made in fo cold a day, “that
every time I touched the inftrument it ftuck ‘to
my fingers. . - . S T

‘Tue breadth of the 'water {from the north fhore
to- Seal-ifland; -2 furlongs 8 chains. - g
Brrapta of water from Seal to Gillam’s-ifland

* 8 chains; the water between Seal and Gillam’s-

ifland is from 2 ‘to 3 fathom deep at low water, and

the famé from Seal-ifland to north thore : the other - |

fides lie to the main river: the length, breadth,
circumference, ‘height and flope ‘I have mentioned

jn Ne. III. .. The beft way up to the top of

Seal-ifland isthe middle of the S: S. E. fide; the
other fides being very fteep.  The weft end of

Gillam’s is four or five feet higher than Seal-ifland 5 .
it has a defcent from thence to' the eaftward,
over againft Seal-ifland, where it is fo low that

fpring-tides flow over it.

“TaE acclivity -at  the top makes the diftance -

there eighty yards more than at the water,
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NUMBRR VI

d | }ozzrmzl of z‘be wmds awd tza’es ati? -
- Churchill-river in Hudfon s~bay,-.
jbr parts of t/Je years 1 74.6 and.

1747
W 1 N .D S ﬂ"zdex bengt
S B2 feet. :
1746, Oﬁo& e _,;A f’crong gale 14..
2 |8 V'jNo 1emgx;k o
New moon. 3 A N.W."  no remark =
o 4E. byN a ftrong gale - 14
5 N.N. W, aftrong gale - 15 %
6 W.N. W. moderate: - 15 3
-4 W.byS. ditte 14 5
No remark till the :
t6S. S. W. veerable 10
‘xystyW ditto - 10 =
18 N. W, ' ( §
- 1gN. W. by W. moderate 12 5
20 E. afreth gale - 12 5
- 21 N. E." a ftrong gale o 12
t"x 22 N.E. by N.' afreih gale 2’
23 N, E, moderate S § -
- 84 N, by W. very moderate 10 X

1746, Oc-. o
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Tides /aengt .

W I N D S _m Jeet.
3746 Oﬁo 25 ; S: W by s. very moderate 10 &
26 E.by N. .- a low tide
27 E. bYL ~aftrong gale g X
28 E. -+ did not mmd the tide -
- 29 S.by W. moderate - 10
' 3ON by W. ditto = - pp X
31 8. W.oby We ditte g &
No»vember 1 N.N. W, moderate 12
New moon 2 N.by W. a frefh gale 14
.. 3W.by N 14 3
o [ 4 N. by w.' a gentle breeze L 14 %
5 W. by No ditto 13 X
6N. by W. afrefh gale = 14
7 N.. W. " moderate II
8 N. W. ditto ' CII
9 N. W. ditto - =

' 9
‘10 N. W.by N. afrefh gale ¢
11 W, N W. a gentle breeze.

The ice obftrufts my knowmg exaé’dy the tlde 5

helght, but it is a low tide.’

12 W.N.W, .
13 W.byN. . - ditto

14 E. by N. the river frozen over

~ within a mile of the fea, a low tide
oI 5 E. moderate ; fo it hath been three
| days paft ~

B 16 S. E. moderate, - ‘a low tlde

17 W. S, W. moderate, - - htto'
M 18 S..W. moderate, as near as I could ’
guels - - tide g feet

1 9 W. by N. moderate, tide flowed
‘near ¢ feet

o _}’\VzoW S W moderate, alow tide,

'L!.‘H:eszK

a low txdc |




(90 )

T HESE ten days. paft, the tide has not ebbed |

fo low as it ebbs in fummer by 2 feet perpen-

dicular; and from ‘its not flowing ‘above. g feet:
thefe laft fprmcs, I am induced :to -believe that

the ftraits thro’. which it comes into the Bay,
muft at- this time be full of ice; ~and that there-
fore thefe ftraits are fhallow .and more fubjeét to

the froft than Churchill-river;

Churchlll river

bemg not yet frozen over near the fea

'i"'_'WIND 5.

Nov 1746 21 . W. a gentle breeze, the tide
s lower than any tide in fummer

,  ,'1 zz ‘W. by S. the; froftis fo violent,

| 'that no _obfervations can be made

“upon the tides till the river is open

g~ agam, which lelnot be txll ]une ,
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Mar

(\9‘2-)\ |
W I N D S

SWNW

1747 9S.by W, .

1o N, W

_;,JINW
12 S.SIW.

¥

13 W, N.W.

. a4 N, W
B
: ‘."'ﬁ_16N W
17N, '
- 18 N. N. W.
.19 N. W,

‘20 N.. ‘W by wW.

- erE.
o ag S, E
-23'S.
g Southerly
2N
- 26 W.N. W.
- 27 Southerly.

28 Southerly.
29 Northerly.

- 30 Eaftetly.

dprz

- 31 Eafterly.

7 1 N.N. E.
2 Northerly.
'3 Northerly.
4 Northerly,
5 Northerly.
6 Southerly. -

e 4 Very veerable. -

( '_8 N. veerable.
9S. veerable }
10 N Wi

a1 S. veerable

Aprzl 12 Eaﬁerly
13 NLNCE.
' .;‘-14 N.N. W,
o 16 Southerly
. 17 Northerly.
- 18 Southerly.
- 19 Northerly.
- 20 Northerly.
o 21 Northerly.
22 Northerly.
.. 23'Northerly.
24 N, W.
235, Veerable ‘
26 E..
24 Eafterly.
28 E. by N.
29 N..
30 Northerly

 May “1Veerdallround

. the compafs
.. 2.Veerd in N,
“E. quarter,

3N W, by W,

4 Northerly.
.5 Northerly.
6 Northerly.
s N.NUE.
R Norther]y;‘
| -~-5,‘9E by S.
Ir Southerly.
" ~12 Northerly.
ERat ,1 3 Northerly.
14 Northerly.

- 15 S?‘

(93) .
May:gS Ma 29 N. N,
1747 16 Eafterly, " )’ | 32 NE%N )
17 Ealterly. Jume 31 S.
18 Eafterly . IN.W..
19 Eafterly,. . . aN.W,
20 N.E by E. - 3 N.W.
~2r E.N. . ‘4S.E,
22 N, E byN ' 5 S. W. by S.
- -n,;’»ng . . 6N. W, by N
- la2g No - 7sN.W.
25 Nozthcr]y {}18’ W.N.W.
. 26 Eby N. g Eaﬁerly
L2y Wei’cerly ‘ .F mmx 10 W.N'W.
28 N. W. by W. 1rW. S, w.

Moderate the river is brok.e open, txde 10 feet,

o ( Tzde.r beight
WINDS _‘mjfei

?zme 12 E afrefh cale , 7 g0 b
13 N.N.E. ditto. - T
14 N. by E. moderate T s

15 Wiveered miach . 0 g,
- ,,16W moderate |

e » Eveni .

S & S moderate e tlde §§§
18 N. byW a frefh oaIe i

The tlde ebbs out lowdr ﬁnce the river broke

- open than any other time a- -year. ..

. I9 S. moderate T 9 =
20 W moderate, dld not mmd the
tldes height "
21 W N. W, a]ow tide
22 N. moderate, tlde helohtnot obfervcci
23 W, S, W, moderate g L
. : "The
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’Ihc tlde ebbs out now -as at genc1aIIy docs all

the year B | |
W I N D S T zdes‘ bengz'
Sl : f in feet.
une 24N N. W a bl"lﬂ{ galc o
New Zoon 25 N. W. by N. dlttq e |
- 26, W. ‘moderate’ ' I1
g Evenmg tlde 11
.)"'7NWbyN blowsfrefh W“:n‘I
| 8N W. byW moderate LI
Evenmg t1de 12
29 Southerly, moderate 12
'. 130N N. W. a brifk’ gale___ e 13
7u{y 1 Northerly, a brifk gale 13 %
o 2 S..W. by S. moderate, -
-3 Northerly, moderate . 11 =
4 N.E. by E. moderate’  § G
5 Eaf’cerly, blows freth =+ . 12 ;
6 Eafterly, blows,hard = - 11 %
'7N by E. a frefh gale T
8 Wefterly, moderate - -~ 11 =
g W.N.W. moderate o 1z
10 Weﬁerly, ditto =~ =~ 1I z
11 Weﬁerly, moderate . 11 3
| ' Evenmg tide 13 %
12 Norther! y, blows freih 14
13N E. blows hard 15
4 N. E. moderate - RERI 1z

_ 15 N E. by N. a frefh gale
16 Southerly, moderat; e
17 Southerly, dxtto L e
18 N. E. byN ‘
19 \Vefterly
- 20W.by S
‘ .2; S by I*

B s Rl

‘ | {prings ;
tember 1745, tide flowed 13 feet 7 inches. At
this feafon the higheft tides are often fiveor fix days .~

'(9‘5)

- Tam employcd fo much in other bufinefs that
I cannot take the particular height of the ndes,
‘ but thcy are moderate |

| W INDSs
_‘7uly 22 Northerly |
23
24 N E : R
At this time I was engaged in foundmg Nel-

y fon river;

25 N. E. by E. litele wind and veered -
much Wlth fuch veerable winds “the t1des are

always low here.
26 Southerly, a fine oalc '
27 Southerly, ditto
28 Wefterly, veerable
29 Eafterly, blows frefh’
30 Southerly, moderate ,
31 S. W. afine breeze
dugujf 1 Wefterly, moderate and veerable ,
2 Northerly, blows frefh
3S. W, afine breeze and  veerable
4 N. N. W. moderate and veerable -
- 5 Weflerly, moderate and veerable -
6 5. W. a fine gale and veerable

* The Hudfon s- bay, captain Fowler came iato

the river..

7 S. W. veerable

1 was difcharged out of’ the fort and went on
board the thip for England.

THE nights of the sth and 6th September
1745, the tide flowed “higher than the proper-
the moon feven days old. 2oth Sep-

after the full or change of the moon, occafioned by

- hard gales in the N. W. quarter.
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