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RELIEF and PUNISHMENT'
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VAGRANTS,
| Particularly |

Such as frequent the Streets and ‘Pub-
- lick Places of Refort,
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PROPOS

FOR

‘VRELIEF and PUNISHMENT
of VAGRAN T8, &e.

Y Hoever walks thc Streets cf the Cmes
| of London and Weftminfler, or elfe-
where within this Kingdom, can’t

but’ be touched with the miferable State of
‘many wretched - Creatures, daily appearing in
Publick as feemmg Obje&ts of Compaflion,

but upon Inquiry ‘are found to be Perfons who
have inured themfelves to a Life of Idlenefs,
and by their Vices have brought upon théin-
felves the Difafters under which they labour,

~and therfeby draw from charitable and well-

difpofed 'Chriftians that Relief, which ought
only to bé beftowed (in a legal manrier) upon

fuch who' by the Almighty’s Vifitition, Acci-

dénts in an honeft and laudable Calling, or by

Defééts of Nature, are reduced to Neceflity,

This in a populousand tradmg Countryhas long
cilled for Reédrefs, and' tho’ feveral Attempts
have been made for this Purpofe, yet hithtrto
they have not fucceeded as expected.
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, Thqt in this" Kmodom are proper Laws
for takmé care of our parochlal Poor is certain,
but even that thof€ have in fome meafure con-
tributed to the Evil ,complain’d of is much
to be fufpe&ed for when we conﬁder the

~many Stratagems ‘made ufe. of to keep the

Poor fiom being bur rthenfome to Parithes, we
thall {foon fee various Inftances of idle Em—
ployments, contrived by Parith Officers, fuch

as the Blind and Lame begging. at Gates in
the Highways 'and other Places, where Huts
.are either ere&ed for them, or permitted to

be erected | by ‘them{elves, where they attend

to receive that Charity - from Paffengers - which -
‘they ought to’ receive  from. the- Parifhes to
~which they belong. How i improper fuch Ob-
_je@s are for fuch Places no. one can be long at
‘a Lofs to furmife’; the Confequences that have -

happened to Women b10‘ ‘with Child, furnith

‘us with. firong . Reafons ‘for endeavourmg to

prevent fuch 'P.erfons even appearmg in

‘Publick.

To reheve real Obje&s of Chanty is an

'A& of great Humamty, and tis- with Re-
,'lué’cance that a Perfon can paﬁ; by an Object
-over-run w1tn ‘Sores, or aﬂ"lnfced In any other vi-
fible manner (Wthh are indeed fometimes the
iEﬂ'\,é’c of Art)-and not relieve them: But

upon ‘confidering - what Care is taken by the

.1.Lavvs of, this Country for this Purpofe,: a" Man

s apt. to determme with h; m{elf _that fuch
Perfons nave no. Occaﬁon to he there and at
C.0 v o .. . once

(3)

once ‘either clofes his Compaﬁ‘]on toward a real
bjeét, or gives his Charlty to'thofe who are ra-
therObjeé’cs of Juftice, ‘and“Who; pexhaps be-
loéhg to a Gang of Thieves How frequent-—’
ly do we méet with Inffances f Beggars who'
 come in the'moft fupphant manner ‘make ouf’

a- Iong compaﬁionate Cafe but When they

find - that: their ‘Cheéat’ is difcovered “and- that:}
they are nét" llkely to gam their" Ends turn”

the' rough Side -of their- Tongues and; ‘wére’

thie:Place: propet, ‘would perhaps take another" |
way  of -being - fupplied, - that -s, by Force
take - from?you’ What Yout lecretxon thoughti "
Othels there  are, who}

prc)perl to- deny
by cdrrying:; about Chxldren. labourmg

ns’

der infetious leeafes ‘or” other Deformmes;
are to “terrify you perhaps out’ of your Lives,
for refufing to comply with ‘their 1mportunate~
Demands. = Add ‘to thefe ‘the Confideration of”
ths!. many ‘Wormen and Chlldren lymg ‘about’
the Stréets, “the lattet “of which are “from “their
Births, dll they arrive at the Age of’ ten ‘ot

twelve Yearsof Age, ' fcarée out of the Strééts ;

by means of ‘which they" ‘beget - in, themfelvcs'
fich " an Habit, that when ‘their riper * Years’

come on, they betake themfelves. to Praé’cxces

the ‘moft encrmous, the Wages ef whmh aie‘
Deﬁruéhon. S

“Inftances- of each of thefe kinds the Cl-”,
ties of ' London and’ W e/i‘mz;ﬁer, and Places
adjacent, furmfh us with ‘almoft every’ Hour
kand when We come to recolle@c the many Pa-
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(4 )
rith Of’ﬁcers Qf feveral kmds that are paxd and
cloathed by their refpc&1v¢ Inhabitants; ‘we:

thould .be. at a Lofs to confider what they are: -
employ’d, for. Do they ever meddle with, or'
cpdeavour to remove, thefe pubhck Nufan(:c:s 2
or is it mot to be feared, that this in £0mcy
| Mcafmc may give Countenance to think what.
' ‘has been faid. of thofe in. Authorxty in highet -

Stations: may , be true, that they take Money:

to. ka at fuch Breaches of the Law, as are

found to brmg in Profit to, or mcrea[e thc pra=:
ﬁtable P@rt of theu' Px{ofeﬁion? HOW often
have we heard of Gaming-houfes, - Bawdy-
houfes, and other Houfes not being fupprefled,
becaufe. they have paid a-Rent to the neigh-

fbourmg Maglﬁrate ’. But if thcfe Officers are,
‘made to. do, their Dutxes, and it becomes- the
Intereft. of the Inhabxtants of the Place to

which they belong to . enforce: the Law, they

-may, be. made ufcful Members of $ociety, and

bear a great | Part in fupprc{ﬁng the Ev1L (;om-v
Iz;m’d of. .

Another Caufe of thxs val is owmg
to the. 1gnom1mous Name, of an_Informer ;
when this is taken away, and it becomes thc

Daty of. every one to takea Part in this necef-
 fary Work, I flatter myfclf that I fhall have
- fome Hopes of feemg the Unfortunaté relieyed,

the, Profligate punifhed, and.this Nation de-

- livered from ope of, t}xegreateﬁ Seandals. -

P rhaps I have now, undestaken a. Taﬂtﬁ

'whxch I fhall be told is _encompafled with Dlﬁ-—
‘enlties, and thatT have aflumed to myfelf more

g | . Knowm

(5)

,Knowle,dge than has apbeated in many of ‘oug
Anceftors for. many Ages. This will -not d{foou- :

rage ‘me. from. offering my Thoughts to the

‘Publick, and. if they can be 1mprcwcd by a
better Genius, 1 fhall readily join in ¢omimend-
ing.his Labours; : for. fomething is ‘neceflary,
and I hepe I fhall not-be cenfured for oﬁérmg .

my : Muea ‘I 'have:'had fome :Experignce-in

thefe Aﬂ'am, and I have a good With for my
Country, and I hope fi ingerely that'this Mat-
ter will be conﬁdercd by thofe who thave the
Honour to. reprefent it. " Nay, asthis ‘is- 4
Cafe which can’t interfere with Minifterial
Schemes, I flatter myfelf that fome of thofe
who havd Heads will exercife them ‘upén: this
Occdfion’; for 1 dare aver, that a ‘thihg: that
conmbutes fo much to'the Publick Ufe; will

malze the great Burthens that they are f”orced.

to:load us ‘with, fit: ]xghter upon us, and t»bey

imay reap the Beneﬁt ofit, - b

6. Schemies of this kind ha?c gcneraﬂy beem
reeewed with  Candour, ‘and fearce ‘even- the

greateft party. Zicalot has not thought it: -berieath

him to employ an Hour in readmg of ’em ;
. if this hath that Fate, I know many Members
- of the prefentHoufc of Commons, whofe Abi-
. lities and Knowledge in thefe A&’axrs have of-
ten appeared: to the Publick ; and the, great
Perfon’ who prefides in- thay Aflembly; bas

oftcn fhewed: his Talents on this Occafion.

- I fhall therefore. fubmit’ (without- firther
| KApology) my Thgughts to them, and hope;

L , - they
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other : - ’
appointed a fufficient : Number ' of * Officers, .
fuch as Conftables, Tythingmen, cor Beadles,

(6)

they will - deferve . their: Atfentio’n, fo far as -
to judge of: their Efficacy ; and:if a Bill. can

be framed- from - thefe Hints, or.fome. othet

Perfon, of better :Abilities, frame one  more

proper of his own, I'fhall have great Satisfac-
tion in - having reminded :them of ir.. And -~ |

therefore in the firft Place I-obferve, That |

- In every County. of this: Kingdom;  there R

are, at prefent: Workhoufes; or Hpufes of Cor-

retion 5! thefe; may be encreafed, -if neceflac

ty, and;{put.under; fuch -Regulations as. may
anfwer, in.one Refpedt,’ the following Propofal.

In moft Corporate-Towns and maily Parifhes;:

there are alio Workhoifes;-:and agfgme:Part of

thefe may, be turned - info, Hofpitals. for-'the .

try will pot_be laid under i muchi:greateh Bur-
‘thens than they now are ::nay, when‘we con- .

ewn Poor, (which they: are ‘how by Law

R L
:kv,.i‘ PR T .

{

whe

' B HA T there be in every Parith with-
A inevery County, City, -and in every
‘Town. or Place within this:Kingdom,

 liable, t0). I think: it will be only enforcing |
thofe Laws, which are now in . being, withe
~ out the; Addition of any new Burthen, at all:

who fhall daily make it their Bufinefs to re.

fort toall publick Places, and other Places in
‘the publick . Strects,” Lanes, and H ighways,
‘where loofe, idle, and diforderly - Perfons, “or

Beggars do ufually frequent ; and do there,

and in" all other’ Places where - they . fhall
find any fuch léofe, idle, and diforderly. Per-
sfons, orany lame, fick, wounded, or difeafed
Perfons lying about, in order to. afk Charity,
{ecure fuch Perfons, and them carry before

the next Magiftrate, who fhall examine them

1+ on:Oath-touching their. laft legal Settlements,
+j and touching their way of Livelyhood, and
© . their being  relieved by any Perfon or Perfons,
. and touching.fuch other Matters as fhall be |
~neceflary. to be known, in order to. put this

-Method - in execution ; and upon fuch Exa-
mination, if their Places of Settlement {hall

Aappear, that fuch Magiftrate fhall take proper =

order for_fending and conveying them to the
fame. But in cafe fuch Settlement cannot

g "appeé.r’,fi:to.ie_rdef’tf;efiviété‘be fent and convey’d -
© :tothe Parifh or Place: ‘within which for the

Space of

~ they bad laft continued begging and

~were. relieved, and not apprehended, where

they fhall be delivered to the Churchwardens
-and Overfeers: of fuch Parith or Place;, or to

foch other Perfon or Perfons, who hath or
have the Care of the Poor:,of "fuch Parifh,

Town, or Place, who, are to receive fuch Per-
fons as. fhall be fo fent, and to deal with

and provide for them as here after is direéted,

" 2. Every

.
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N 5, Bvery fuch Perfon fo examined; giving || 6. Any Perfon or Perfuns lodgitig or enters’
s falle Accournt of his Settleiient; of any  taining any of the Perfons defcribed as afore-
fil “other Matter effential to' this Proceedifig, or faid, knowing them to be fuch, to forfeit and
refufing to be exarnined, to- be cominitted: to Jofe - to be recovered and difpofed of as
 tHe corimon Godlj and being’ lawfully con< aforefid. ~ o o

' vidled oft fuch falfe’ Account; ~or of refufing "7. Keepers of publick Houfes,,venfértainiﬁg
o be cramin'd, to be tanported. “or lodging fach Perfons, knowing them to be
o Bvery Perlon whatever tobe inifowéted | | fuch, to forfeit and lofe ~ to be levy'd
I to-Teize and'apprehénd: any of the faid Pers and difpofed of as aforefaid, and to be declared
{ons - as'above defcribed, and to'cafry’ and de- - incapdable of keeping a publick Houfe for the
il Jiver them fo any fuch Oficer a¢’ aforefaid, || fotdre, = 0 o
* who (hiall pay fuchPerfon foappreliending fuch - 8. The Expences of apprehending and con-
Perfons as aforefaid, the Sumiof .~ - upon veying {uch Perfons to theirirefpective Parifhes,
il ‘fuch’ Perfon’s being proved to be a Vagtadt, or to bé born jointly by the feveral Parifhes where
" other fuch Pérfon heieby deferibed 5 and fuch fuch! Perfonis are apprehended and’ whereto they
Oyfer fHall -carty fuch Perfon foappreheatied - | | are fent, to be paid by the Churchwardens
I - and brought to him, before fome Juftice, tobe - of edch of fuch Parifhes, and to -be reimburfed
dealt with asaforefaid. by the Parifl out of the Poor Rates. -~
4. Every" fuch Conftdblé of Officer’ neg- - "9 Chirch-wardens Ovetfeers, - and  othe
i lécting his Dty in apprehendinf’ foch Pérfons Officers, who- have: the' Care of the Poor; to
as aforefaid, or refufing to 'pay thé* Reward receive Perfons fo fent, pay the: Money for
M aforefiid, to forféit and lofethe Simof -~ | their Conveyance, and o deal with, and pro-
1 to be levyd "'-by-Diﬁ't"efé'a'n&/S"cﬂc;Ofth:c Goods |  vide for: thef‘_ch’rfphswflo? fent, as hercin after

AT

e A

of the Offender, and paid into the Parifh 8tock, || direfted, viz. -0 0 T
towards defraying the Expencés of ‘apprehend- - | 10, To place all fuch Perfons who are fick,

ing  and" conveying fuch Perforns as  bereby lame, difordered, &e. in an Houfe ‘or Hofpital,

dise@ed. where they fhall be confin’d, and provided for.
¢, Every Inhabitarit of ‘any Pan{horPlace .With’:\iMedicgi’ncé«.raﬁ’d" Neceffaries, until they. .
permitting “any fuch Perlosis’ ‘as afotefuid, to fhall'be cured ; and then to take care that fuch’ -
contifué neat ‘their ‘Doors, or'*:cgliéviﬁgﬂany Perfons do- betake themfelves to -{fome -honeft
foch Perfons: without: caufing thiem tobe'ap- | and virtuous Calling orLabour ; and in cafe
orehended, to forfeit to be'tecoverd and | they fhall not fo do, and fhould be again appre-
difpofed of as aforefid. | | o - € ” “hended
Y o 6, Any i '

—

e

D e

;*-‘—-: e e

(ot
v

s




L SO
O o e Ly

T,

e e A e S I
prrea SRR

i
i

(10

he.nded and brought home in manner aforefaid

~ a fecond time, then to be treated in {uch man-
ner as’ Begoars and Vagrants are herem after’

dneé’ced to be treated. = - :

To place all Children under -
Years of Age, fo fent home, in fome Parith
Houfe, where they fhall be taken care of, and
employ’d till fit to be bound out to Hu{bandry

as Parith Apprefmces ; and bind out all Boys S

above the Age of - Years, either to
Hufbandry or.the Sea Selvxce, and all Girls to
Houfewifery in the fame manner ; and Sea-
men and- Seafaring’ Men ufing the Sea, or

Captains of Men of War, to be obliged to take
Boys Apprentices as aforefaxd in fuch manner

the Legiflature fhall think: ﬁt o

12, To cairy all Vagrants or ﬁurdy Beo-— ‘
gars before fome Magiftrate, who fhall com-"

mit them to the County Bridewells or Work-
houfes, there to be kept. to hard Labour until

they fhall'give Security not to offend again in

the like manner ; and in cafe they fhall after~

wards fo- oﬁend and be lawfully comxe.ed

they (hall be liable to be tranfported.

 13. Church-wardens and other Officers, to
. regifter the Orders of Removals fent to them,
and the Times of the Receipt thereof, and then

tranfrmtl them to' the Clerk of the Peace, to

be kept damongf the Records of the County, ‘

and the Clerk of the Peace to receive and file
the fame W1thout Fee :

| 14 If.v'

i
4
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14. If any of the Perfons . fo apprehended
have Money, or other things, the . fame to be
fecured and applied towards - the Expences of
this Proceeding, and the Remamder only paxd
as aforefaid. o

15. Inhabltants of Parithes and Piaces to
nominate and appeint Matrons and other Of-
ficers of Hofpitals, and the . faid Matrons and

-Officers to be paid fuch Sallaries as: are. pro-
per, and the fame to-be pald out of the Poors

Rate.
16. Idle and dxforderly Perfons fent to the

\County Workhoufe refufing to labour, to be

corrected, and otherwife punifhed, by re{’cram-
ing their Allowance of Meat; or kept (.ham d.
17. No Vagrant - {o commltted to- the

-County Workhoufe, to be difcharged but at

the - Quarter Seﬁions, when they are to be
regiftered and recorded ; fo that upon their
Offending again, they. may the more be eafily

convi&ted, which Regifter, and provmo the
- Identity of the Perfons, fhall be {ufficient Evi-

dence for conw&mg fuch Vaorant in. order for

“Tranfportation.

18. Lame. and \&ounded Seamen appre-
hended, to be taken Care of by. Greenwich

| Hofpxtal ‘and the Expence . provided for b )
“the Publick. F F d

" 19. Other Seamen. beggmg wnhout Paﬂ'es
or proper Authoriiies,. -to be fent 'to the
County Workhoufe, and from ‘thence con-

. veyd and. put on bound fome Man of War,
o Cz O from

[
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(12)
from Whence if they run away, to be treatcd
as Deferters,

20. AReglf’cer of fuch Perfons. to be ke tv~ .

in the Parith where apprehended, and to what
Parith they were fent, »

~ 21, Privy Searches .to .be made L qn a
Week in all Cities and Towns Corporate, and
in a Month in all.
other Parithes. and Places, and all Perfons ap- -
prehended, who ‘cannot give a good Account

‘Market: Towns, and .

of themfelves. and of their way of Living,
or who fhall appear under any of the former.

‘Defcriptions, to be carry’d before the Magi-
Atrate, ‘who.is to deal with them as the Na~

ture of their Cafe thall deferve.
‘22, Forging of Pafics by Seamen, or others

«pretendmg to be fuch, Felony; Rates -for pafs

fing and conveying fuch Perfons to be fettled,

‘and Proceedings before Juftices to be allowed ‘
“in fuch a manner as may.- make this Scheme
-the leaft Burthenfome, and the fame to be in-

feited  in . the Pafs or Wanant for conveymg ;

~ as for Example,

2. The Pefﬁm /yere-fwztb ﬁm‘ are to ée

- guarded by . . Men on Foot, or on Horfe-
back, or in.a Cart, as the Ca/e Shall be, who
‘are to convey the fdm’ Perfons fo the Place

above directed in the Space of " Days, and

20 be allowed for the fame ;y”ter the Rate of

‘as direted by -the Statue in this Cafe

wade- and provided ; and each of the jaid Per
Joms are to be allowed

per Day for their
. Subfy _/fm,ce fwbzcb z‘agcz‘/"er with the Sum of
| j’(l;’d

(13) .

atd for this Warrant and Examination, s

the awhole Expence of Conveyance of the /czzd
Per /am to be paid jointly by the Parifb of

 wherein. the fad Perﬁ/zs were ap-
pre/yended and by the Parifb of

to which they are mow fent.” |
24. A Copy of the Examination of the

Vagrant &ec. to be annext to the Warrant,

and fign’d by the Juftice before whom they

* {hall be taken; which faid Examination fo

authenticated, Ihall be given in Evidence up-
on any Proceedmgs in- relatlon to the. faxd
Perfons. - .

25. Pexfons aggrleved by order of Conve -

ance, to Appeal to the Quarter Seffions for*

the County where the Parith is fituate, to which
fuch- Vagrant, &c. is fent; and in Cafe it
thould ‘appear, that fuch Perfon or Perfons

{o conveyd ‘hath, or.have given a falfe Ac-

count of their. Settlement fuch Perfon or Per-

~fons fhall be committed to the common Goal,
in order to ‘be" profecuted as aforefaid, and
“their Families convey’d - to fuch Place as fhall
appear to fuch Court of Seffions to be the
~ Place of their laft legal Settlement, at the joint
- Expence of the -County where fuch Appeal
Jis heard, and the Parith to which fuch Per-
.fons are fent upon fuch Appeal.

. The Officers of the Parith appealing,

to’ g)ve Notice to the Parith where {uch Set-
tlement is apprehended to be Days be-

foxc {uch (urtel Seﬂioqs and the Grounds

of

T R TS




(14 )
of their Appeal, and the Determination of Sef-
fions to be final : Juftices of the Peace con-
cexn’d in Intereft, not to a& in this Cafe,
“Thus far is propf)fed in relation to Va-
grants, &c. within the Kingdom of England
but the moft difficult Part remains, what is

to be done- with Foreigners of this kmd ei-

ther Ir/h or others? And here I can only fay,

I have turn’d my Thoughts in the beft man~

ner I can, and hope they will - be found ca-
‘pable of Praéhce if fo, 1 flatter myfelf, that
I have anf{wered’ the long expected Wifhes of

Men, who have formerly endeavoured at 2

Method for this End, but have hitherto bcen
'dliappomted firft 1 propofe S

~ That Irel[m(! be compelled to fubmlt to
fuch Part of this A& as will be neceﬂ’ary to
'carry it into Execution, as to Perfons of that
.‘Kmodom and the’ Oﬁlcers refident in that
‘Kmndom to do their Parts towards it this
-mLi’i be the Foundation, and if this be made

and then that 2l Zrifb Beggars, and othe:s
‘deferibed by this A&, and apprehended - i
“manner therein dxre&ed to be conveyed from

roper Port, and’ delivered to the Conftables
and chief Oficers of fuch Port where land-
ed, who fhall carry them -before the -proper
- Magxf’rrate (after having regiftered their Names
“and Places of Abode, “with the chief Offiers
of the Cuftoms of fuch Port where they were
'ianded) which Magiftrates fhall enforce gh;
afs

effe@ual, the Difficulty lelundoubtedly vanith; |-

‘the Parifh or Place were apprehended to. the

(15)

Pafs or Warrant, in order for fuch Perfons
to be convey’d to the Places of their leovxl ‘

Settlements, ‘where ‘they fhall be delivered to

the proper Officers to be taken care of in’
- the famé manner as thofe in Englaﬁd And

any fuch returning afterwards fo Englazm to
ported. |

No Mafter of a Shlp to ‘bring any Perfon

(not having vifible Means of Maintenancc)
trom Ireland to England, without a Certifi-

cate of their Settlement, to be proved before
and regiftred by the chief Officer of the Cu-
ftoms of the Port where taken on Board, and
upon landing in England, carry fuch Perfon
to the chief Officer of the Cuftoms of fuch

Port in England where they land, who fhall

rcglﬁer and file the fame, and upon pro-
ducing the faid Cernﬁcate 6 fign’d before

the next Magiftrate, fuch Magiftrate fhall
grant fuch Irifbman a Pafs or Permxt to go
to the Place he intends; and every fuch Perfon
- fhall, upon coming to fuch Place, regifter his

Certlﬁcate with the Church—wardens and Over-
feers of the Place where he refides, who {hall

- tranfmit the fame to any other Pau(h to which
he fhall afterwards remove, to be treated in

like manner. Every fuch Mafter of Shlp, Eﬂ’c
acting contrary, to forfeit and lofe

and bear the Expence of 1econvey1ng fuch Per-.

fon to Ireland.

All Irifh Labourers mhubxtmg within thxs~

Kingdom, to regifter their Names ‘and Places

of Aboct“ with the OPicexs of the Parith
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(16)
where they refide, to be kept in a Book for
that Purpofe. |

Perfons coming from Ireland (not having

vifible Means of Support} and not having fuch
Certificates or Regifters themfelves, to be deem-
. ed Vagrants, '

Parithes in Jreland to bear  Expences of

re-conveying poor Perfons to [reland, by Vir-

‘tue of fuch Certificates. B o
~ No Captain of Veflel to bring any Women
or Children -(into England) unlefs {uch as are
of fufficient Ability to maintain themfelves,
under proper Penalty. " . S

Punithment for-forging Certificates or Pafless
or for fuch as {hall not produce one. =

Proper Penalties to enforce Cuftom-Houle
Officers to do their Duaty. Thefe are the
~ Methods for treating Irifbmen.  As to. other
Foreigners, I am now to confider. E

Vagrant Foreigners, appearing fo upon Exa-

mination, to be convey’d to the neareft Port
abroad to their refpe@ive Countries, where
~ they are to be landed, and coming into En-
gland again after {o exported, to be deem’d
Felons, and tranfported to the Eng/ifb Plan~
tations, and being found in  England again
after fuch Tranfportation, to be punifh’d as
Perfons returning from Tranfportation.  Cap=-
~tains of Ships bound to fuch fo reign Parts,
obliged to take ’em on board, and convey them

to their native Countries, or’ to the next Port

. to fuch native Country. R
, : o - Seamen

(17) |
- A Regifter to be kept of all Z7/s and Fo-

- reigners apprehended by Virtue of the A&,

and tranfmitted to the Clerk of the Peace for
the County where apprehended. . B

Not to extend to any Irifh or Foreigner
hlred‘ as a Covenant Servant with any Engli/h
or Irifh Perfon refiding in England,

o This is the Scheme ; and as there may Ob-
jections arife in the Minds of fome, 1 thall
beg leave to fay fomething to illuftrate the Rea~
fonablenefs of it. o - ‘
The firft Objection that may arife will be,

“that the ft+i& Execution of this Scheme will

be very expenfive to the Cities of London and -
Weftminfler : 'To thisI anfwer, that all thefe

- Perfons are Inhabitants of the feveral Parifhes

where they are found, and are by the Laws

~now in being, to be provided for as fuch till

they remove them, and this Method is but
half the Expence of a common Order of Re-

'~ moval, :

That thefe Sorts of Perfons con'tir'iuing in
the Streets are publick Nufances, won’t be

- denied, and that the permitting’ them to con-

tiqub there, is owing to the Inhabitants of
thevH’oufcs adjoining; fo that Part of this
Scheme that compells fuch Houfholders to have

| them taken up, can never be thought un-
reafonable. S o /

‘The.'a'uthorizing ‘any Body to feize fuch
Perfong 1s what'is now enaéted, but wants
t be inferced, and the fubjeCting the Offi-

, D ‘ cers
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(18)
cers to 2 Penalty for Negle@, is certainly reas
{onable. '

One of the great Caufes of thefe Evilsis
‘the entertaining of the Perfons; therefore a

Remedy for that part of it, neceflary. .
The afcertaining the Expence of Convey-

ances of Vagrants, &c. in great meafure takes
off the Inconveniencies of our prefent Laws,

and the doing it by the Juftice of the Coun-

ty or Place paffing them, is certainly the moft
impartial, as the Expence is to fall on each
Parith jointly, efpecially as Juftices who are

interefted are not to act in this Cafe, and the

Appeal being order’d to be at the Seffions for.
the County to which they are fent, and the

Appellants to give fuch Notice as direGed,

- will make that eafy for the Parith from whence

the faid Vagrants are. removed, will have no
Trouble unlefs the Settlement is found out to
be in fuch Parifh, which would have been
the Cafe on an Order of Removal, - |

As. to the Irifb and Foreign Scheme, ’tis
~ calculated in fuch a manner as I think will
only effeGtually do it, and were the Laws for -
Irelond made fuch as would enforce the

Execution of it, I can fee no Objeion
to it. It may indeed be faid; it will be load-

ing the Cuftom-houfe Officers of both this-
and that Kingdom with an increafe of Duty. .
If this be thought fo, an increafe of Salary

will make Retaliation for it. o

. Upon the whole, let it be confidered, that’ N
a regular Execution of a Scheme of this kind,

may

. . (19)
may by the Divine Bleffing be attended with'
the utmoft Advantage to the Nation in Gene-
ral ; for by it many 'real Objeés of Charity will
be relieved, many ufeful Subje&s reclaimed
from a State of Perdition ; many Children that \
are now in the moft miferable Condition, and

have their Education amongft the moft exe~
crable Reprobates, who breed them up Ene-
mies to Mankind, Thieves and Murderers,
will have an Education, that will enable them
to become ufeful Subjeéts and Servants to the
Publick ; and others, who have long been the
greatelt Villains, be brought to a deferved'
Punifhment ; and more than all this, that great
and juft Reproach of Foreigners againft us
for almoft tolerating Beggary and Idlenefs
be removed. If no more than thefe were
to be the Advantages of it, it were a fuffici-
ent Motive for every one to attempt it, and
to pafs over {fome {mall Inconveniences which
particular Places or People may be liable to,
and which, after a Law of this kind had been
for fome time regularly executed,would vanifh:
for I think, I am almoft confident to hope,
that it would entirely put a Stop to the Evil:
fo long and juftly complain’d of, and for this

- {ole Reafon, when once thefe People find they

can’t be fhelter’d from Juftice, they will be
forced to turn to fome lawful and .commend-
able Employment, and forfake that moft fcan-

dalous one of I&l_enefs and Beggary.
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