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OBSERVATIONS

. ON THE

"POOR LAW S, &e.

1

v

y our private wealth and profperity,
" our national riches, - flrength, and
glory, are greatly dependent upon an ire

- dufltrious and well-order’d Poor; a pro-
per attention, therefore, to their morals
and {upport muft always be the concern

‘of every wife and good adminiftration;
nor was the greag Alfred more illuftrious

for his naval arrangements, and decifive

vittory in the foreft of Bruham, than af-

terwards for his civil police; which in-

troduced a good order and tranquillity |

unknown before, and is the the origin of

‘thofe laws which conflitute a great part
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"Tythings; and then by

(21

| Tappi I enjoy. Ever
of the happinels we now enjoy. Lver
attentive to the welfare of his fubjects,

he divided all England into Shires, .the
Shires into Hundreds, the Hundreds into
| malg_mg_ ,egch
Houfe-holder refponfible” for his Family,

éaChTything for its ,"Houféholders\, each
Hundred for its Tythings, and each Coun-

ty for its Hundreds, he effeftually check-

ed the outrages of thofe infolent vaga-

bonds which had infefted every part of
the kipgdom. He then pro"ceeded,to en-
courage induflry, civilization, and the
bleflings of peace, by introducing trade

and.commerce: and that no part of his

people might be neglefted, he ordained

D

that the Poor thould be fuftained by Par-

{fons and Re&ors of Churches, and alf'(_)
by the Parifhioners, fo that none {hould

die for want of fuftenance; and of his
own princely liberality, he afligned one-

‘half ‘of his revenues for religious and

charitable ufes, one-fourth of which was

appropriated to the relief of the impo-
‘tent and aged Poor, who found, we may
{uppofe, a competent {upport 1n this be-

nevolence, and thofe other aéts of cha-
rity, which the royal example and the

- dpirit of the times ex'ci‘ted;.w. Thus wcfc;e |
. that this 4tru.1y great man, 1 a barbar()us
" “age and tumultuous times, by reftramning

‘the idle and diforderly, encouraging. the

- - {ober

‘the liberal arts, have given the indufir

';[ 3 ]

fober and induftrious; and relieving the

- old and infirm, drew the great outlines

of that body of laws whichthe prudence

~of after-ages hath ﬁcen' continually en-

deav‘oﬁqg to fill up,' In the courfe of

~almolt eight hundred years, much might
be expeéted from experience, a more 7e-
fin’d civilization, and a more enlighten'd
policy ; yet in effet little has been done. -

As to the firft article, we in a great mea-

fure retain the divifions of Alfred, but’
have long {fuffer’d the wife ends for which
- he made ‘them to fink into difufe; and
the further we have departed from his

regulations, the further are we remov'd

+ from good order and tranquillity : many :

are the lawsg that, from time to time, have

been made to reftrain the vagabond Poor,

but they ferve only to- thow our wretch-

ed policy ; the evil remains, and is'a re-
~proach to the nation.

' 1o In the fecond
branch, we have indeed made prodigious

‘advances; our.improvements i agricul-

ture, manufattures, trade, commerce, and

ous Poora fupportbeyond the comprehen.
f1on even of Alfred’s enlarg’d ideas.  But
in the third, amidit all our public opu-
lence and private wealth, the difirefles,

“the miferies of the impotent and aged

Poor ate fuch as the firey-trefled Dane,

- gven in thofe ferocious days, would have

B 2 - beheld
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| L] |
‘beheld with pity, notwithftanding all tha
- laws which the wifdom and the humanity
of our anceftors have framed for their

relief.

It may perhaps be entértaiﬁihg, itmuft

be interefling, to trace thefe laws from
that early zra to the prefent period; that
we may fee what 1mprovements have
‘been made, what defetts yet remain, and
~ how thofe defects may with the greateft
probability of {uccels be remedied or
Jupplied. -~ | o

- For one hundred and fixty-fix years
after the death of Alfred, the invafions
and conquefls of the Danes gave but lit-
tle leifure to attend to further improve-
ments on this head ; for where all were
miferable, none could attend to the mi-

feries of particulars; only we may ob-
Aferve that in every little interval of peace,

the king, that molt clofely adher’d to the
regulations of Alfred, moft effettually
-~ promoted the happinefs of his people:
the reign of Edgar is a proof of this.
"The three firft monarchs of the Norman
line were attentive to.enflave, not to
redrefs. The reign of Stephen was one
~ tumultuous {cene of civil war. From
“the acceffion of Henry II.. to the depofi-
tion of Richard IL. an almoft uninter-

rupted

[s)

”i"upted Aeries of foreign and. 'd’br;n’éﬁi‘(‘:“ |

wars, the encroachments of infolent ‘and
avaritious Popes, and the glorious efforts
of our noble anceftors in the caufe of li-
be‘rty_j engaged their chief attention.  Yet
15 Rich. I c. 6. it was agreed and af-
{ented, that in the appropriation of be:
nefices the Diocefan fthould ordain a con-

~venient {um of money to be paid and dif:

tributed yearly of the fruits and profits
of the {ame churches, to the poor pa-
tithicners, in aid of their living and fuft
tenance, for ever.. Henry IV. was only
follicitous’ to fecure his" ufurp’d fove-
Teignty ; but in the 4th year of his reign,
he confirm’d the above-mention’d {a-

tute of Richard.  The reign of Henry
V. was more celebrated for glories, con-
‘quefls, - triumphs abroad, than for civil
- regulations at home: " The next weak
‘reign isadifgrace to our annals, exhibiting
‘nothing but lofles, confufion and anarchy -

y e

‘and from the ‘battle of Blore-Heath in
11\459’ to that of BOfVVOTih 11’1 1485’ the

difputes between the contending houfes

.of fYQrk and Lancafter had diftracted the
~nation, and wafted its richeft blood,

. Durine this long period, though we
find {ome ftatutes regulating the wages of

fervants,. labourers, and artificers, and

lome ill-policied adls for the reftraint and

"B g _ punithment |
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'.Lpuni&iﬂeﬁf of vagabond beggar‘s,“y‘et.f'

fear we muft look for the able Poor in
gen'eralf in the demefnes of the Great,

- where they were treated as {laves, confi-

dered as cattle joint tenants of .the glebe,
and transferred from mafter to mafter

with the lands which they were doomed

to cultivate: vet they were fed, ledg’d,

‘and cloath’d. ~ The aged and impotent.

Poor were fupported under the old regu-
Jations, fomewhat enlarged as the num-

‘ber of abbies and monafteries, and their

revenues encreafed, (v. Statues g Edw. L.
c. 1. g5 Edw. L c.1. g Edw. 1L c. 11.)

“at the chatge of ecclefiaftics, by the hofl-

pitality of religious houfes, and the be-
nevolence of private perfons: nor ought

we to think that their neceflities were im-
" perfettly attended to, if we reflect. that

the genius of the times inclined to religi-
‘on, and the genius of their religon {trong-
- Hence
princes and the great barons founded ab-

~ bies, monafteries, and ‘priories ¢ to the
- ¢ honour and glory d tl
~«¢fick and feeble men might be maintain-
- %¢.ed, hofpitality, alms-giving, and other
<« charitable deeds might be done:” and

“the rich of inferior degree imitated thefe
public aéts of beneficence in private cha-
rities, according to their avoir,=

of God, and that

L7 7

Tue {ubtle and ‘rigid policy of Henry: o

VIIL. was diretted through every part with

- an uncommon attention and profound

fagacity ;- an inftance of this was {hown

on the {ubjeft we are now confidering.

By the 19 Hen. VII. ¢. 12. Beggars are
‘to repair, ‘'in order to be maintained, to

the place where they were born, or elfe

“to the place where they lalt dwelled or

~made their abode, by the {pace of three

years. -And happy had it been if this

wife regulation ‘had continued inviolate

to this hour.

. Tur pafﬁbns' of Heriry “VIIILL thbug?
1infolent and 1mpetuous, were often pro-
duttive of the greatelt good, and fome-

times temperd with the greateft huma-

‘nity. In the 27th year of his reign, when
‘his moft royal majefly, dayly ftudving

- .bies, &c. he required that all, to-whom -
- thefe houfes fhould be granted, fnould
~keep an honeft and continual houfe and
- houfchold in the fame fite or precinét,
- under- the- penalty of 6l. 13s. 6d. for
“‘every month fo offending. But ‘as this

was only a-prelude to his great defign of
diffolving all the abbies, he the {fame yeéar |

and devyf{ing the increafe, adyancement,

- -and exaltation of true dottrine and vir-
tue, and the total extirping and dyftruc-

tion of vice and {in, feized the {fmall ab-

B4
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‘paﬁ‘ed_ another a& for the relief of the

- Poor, that does honour to his f{uperior

underftanding. This alt requires all ci-
ties, towns and hamlets, to {fuccour, find,
and keep their refpective poor, by way

of voluntary and charitable alms, in fuch
wife as none of them fhall of very necef-

fity be compelled to go openly in beg-
ging; on pain that every parifh making
default fhall forfeit 20s. a month. To

compell every fturdy vagabond to be kept
‘to continual labour. To put to fervice
children under fourteen and above five

years-of age, that live in 1dlenels, or be

~ taken begging. It further requires the

Churchwardens, or two of the moft {ub-
{tantial inhabitants of every parifh, to ga-
ther {uch charitable and voluntary alms
with boxes on Sundays and other {}'clzﬁival
days, or otherwife, in good and difcreet
wife. It alfo requires every Preacher,

Parfon, ,Vicar», and Curate, on all occafi-
ons to exhort the people to be liberal,

and bountifully to extend their charitable

alms towards the comfort and relief of
‘the faid poor, impotent, decrepit,  indi-
~gent and needy people, and for the fet-
ting and keeping to work the able poor.
It alfo makes fuch colleftors accountable
to their refpective parifhes quarterly; and
orders that books fhall be kept in every
“parifh’ of the money colletted, and how
el | R difpofed

»

work in {fome manner of work;

[ 9 .

difpofed of, fuch colletor not continu~
ing 1n his office longer than one year.

W are now édvancing gradually “to

- an Ofdeﬂy;and 'fegular:'poli‘.ce.“ By ‘the -
3.  the Poor, that being

1 Edw. VI. c. 3. ,
impotent -and aged cannot be taken for
vagabonds, were to be provided for, by

the places wherein they were born, or

where they had been ‘moft converfant
and abidingiby» the {pace of three years,

of tenantries, cottages, or other conve-
nient houfes, there to be relieved and

cured by the devotion of good people!
And 1if any of the faid perfons be not fo
lame = or. impotent, but that they may

fuch city, town, parith, or village, {hall

“etther in common provide fome fuch
‘work for them as they may be occupied
1, or appoint them to fuch as will ind

them work for their meat and drink. By

5 and 6 Edw. VI. c. 2. this voluntary
contribution began to be reduced to a

certainty ; . the Parfon, Vicar, or Curate,

and the Churchwardens, having in a book

the names of all the inhabitarts and houfe-
holders, and of all the impotent and aged

‘Poor within their refpettive parifhes, were

required on a certain Sunday, when the
people were at church, and -had heard

God’s holy word, gently to ask of every

G

then =



' i
N 4
d iy
' Sr
4
RRCE)
i
i
it
kS
N
itd
N
g,
i
B i
L i
Ll
A
3
: it
: 1
<ol
R
o it
AN LT
i
h
st
B
Nt
N
:fith
Ri
il
i
RO
Rt
i
i

.fz\iu‘
.

[' 10 ]

‘one what they -of their charity. will be

contented to give towards the relief of
the Poor; and the fame to be written in
the faid book. If any perfon, able to

,giv_e',' fhould frowardly refufe, or difcou-

rage others, the Parfon and Churchwar-

~dens fhall g'ently;exhortl him; 1f they
cannot prevail, the Parfon fhall certify to-
‘the Bithop of the diocefe, who-thall {fend

for him, and by charitable ways 'and
means induce and perfuade him. o

. Er1zaseta foon found her kingdom

in a very different fituation from the |
%reate{’c of her predeceflors, -and knew

ow to improve her advantage. Her

-grandfather’s artfull poli‘cy had 1n a man-

ner  annihilated the power of the great

~ Barons; the Poor therefore had no longer |

~a refort to their caftles, and a’{upport ||
“in their pride and turbulence: nolonger |
could they croud for relief at the hofpi- |

table gates of the rich abbies and monal-

~ teries; thefe were all diffolved by the ra-

pacious avarice of her father; and his

 prudence had abolifhed the difgracefull |,
cuftom of begging. The long and bloody || -
wars, which had {pread defolation over

the land, had ceafed with the acceffion

of Henry VII. {o that the nation was full |

of people; many new manufactures were

~introduced, commerce florithed, -and the ||

aris

Tul

arts were cultivated; good policy there-

fore, as well as humanity, required a firm
‘and permanent {upport for.the Poor; her
plan was wife and: great, -di¢tated by ne-
ceflity and experience, -and fhe advanced

to the execution of it =

- :With lyor«port, and awcacommanding face,
Attemper’d {weet to virgin-grace. '

F iArﬂ, _f}.ie" renew’d the Ratute of»"g‘ and 6

Edw. VL in all its lenity, but provided

‘againft the obftinacy of the refufer with
fpirit and dignity; in {uch cale the Bi-
{hop fhall bind him by recognifance in

the fum of 10l. to appear at the next fef-
fions; and if he refufeth to be bound,
thall commit him. At the faid. {eflions,

‘the Juftices there fhall charitably and

gently perfuade him; if he will not be

p =

-perfuaded, it fhall be lawfull for the faid
Juftices, with the Churchwardens, or one
of them, to fefs, tax, and limit, accord-
‘ing to their good difcretions, wlat fum
- the faid obftinate  perfon fhall pay weekly

towards the relief of the Poor within the
parith where he dwells. And if he fhall

_refufe to pay the fame, the faid Juflices,

or two of them, f{hall commit him to jail,

~ untill he fhall pay the fum fo appointeds
5 Elizg C. ;3‘,.':' REDIES IR SRR
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- Tuis A&, we fee, was contrary to the
{pirit of ‘all the former laws; and had it

been made in thefe days of . undefin’d

Iiberty, it would probably have been cla-
mour'd-againft as arbitrary and uncontfti.
tutional : 'but that firm' adminiftration

went fteadily on, aiid in the 14th'.yea'r of

the Queen’s reign, on this a&t, which was

‘devifed for the compullion of a few ob- B .4 upon wafte or common oround with:
in their parifh, to build convenient houfes
“of dwelling. for the impotent Poor;: and-

© to place more families than one-in one
cottage or houfe. - And: {uflicient powers:
are given to aflefs and levy fuch fums of
S money. S

- {tinate individuals, conftruéted the gene-
ral afleflinent, which intended the eale

- -and relief of all. This At was three
times revifed and amended, till in her

“43d year it receiv’d its finifh’d form, and

became the law by which the Poor have:

“ever fince been order’d and fupperted.

By the' 43d Eliz. the Churchwardens,

-and four, three, or two {ubflantial houfé-

“holders in each parifh, thall be nominated

- yearly under the hand and feal of two or .

“more Juftices of the Peace, and fhall be
~called Overfeers of the Poor of the fame

parith. Thefe fhall take order, by and

~with the confent of two or more fuch

Juftices, for fetting to work the children |
~of the Poor, and all {uch perfons as hav-

- ing no nieans to maintain themfelves ufe
- no ordinary and daily trade to'get their

- living by ; alfo to raile by taxation a con- - [

~ venient ftock of materials to fet the Poor
on work ; toraife competent fums of mo-
S | - ney

[ 13 )

‘/ne}’i. towards the neceffary relief of  the

old and infirm,  and to "apprentice the:
children of the poor. And the faid Juf-

 tices, or any one of them, to fend to the

.Houfe of Correftion, or common goal,
Afuch as' fhall not employ themfelves to:

" work, being appointed thereunto as afore-
faid.  Such parith officers are empower'd

to contratt with the Lords of the Manors,

| -.YSUCH 15 this. cél'ebfratéd A& ‘But the

great names of Cecil and Wallingham, their

known abilities, and ‘the acknowledged
excellence of their plan, ought not to .

dazzle our eyes {o far as to make us blind
to our.own neceflities. ~ It were next toa
miracle if no defect were found in fo
comprehenfive a fcheme, though form’d

by the wifeft and' greateft of mankind;
" the extenfivenefs of commerce,. the won-

derfull imprjo‘kements in manufaétures and

‘agriculture, the ‘increafe of wealth, the
‘change of manners, -mufl have created -

‘neceflities for which they could nat pro-

1 wvide; and the experience of nearly two

!
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centuries may have pointed out to us the
proper remedies for them.

our anceftors, but as a prudent attentmn
to the emgenmes of the prefcnt times.

"An invefti-
gation then of thefe laws through their -
operations and effects, ought not to be
confider’d as an affront to the wifdom of-

!
i
i
‘2
]
1

e

THE cuftom of” former times, and the: '-

had omed the

voice of former laws,

Parfon, V1car or Curate, with t’qe Church: [

wardens of rehevmor the

in the duty

Poor, Whlch indeed ormmﬂly was folely
| this ftatute has ||
divorc’'d fromthe oﬂice theé ‘man, whofe
’educatlon tends to give him a more libe-

an eccleﬁaﬁlcal matter :

ral and ingenuous turn of mind, whole

/ *holy calling ‘makes: him'the natural guar-
‘dian of the Poor, whofe rank and cha-

ratter muft give him a proper Wewht
in the little counfils of his parith; it I
committed the power to the Churchwa"

dens, and two or more Ov erfeers. ~ The
himfelf exem: )*Ld |

from the trouble; and the Overicer ﬁ
1ing received the fanction of the }”uﬁlces
en ters upon and exerczfes his brief autho-
Tity for half the year and then refigns it
“to "his collegue:
--alinoft every pamfh in the kmgdom ang,

Churchwn"dﬁn thinks
PV~

this 1s the pra&me of

however wr ONg Communis ervor facit jus.

’Mean mme the Fﬁnons the hberUeQ,' the

hvev

o % PRSI N T

[ 15 ]
lives of all the Poor within his diftriét,
whofe unhappy circumftances compell

them to afk for relief, are at the fole ar-
burement of this
ftatute indeed provides that he fhall be
"a {fubftantial houfeholder;
ftantial houfeholder may be ignorant, in-
avaritious, and - mhuman and
‘under the moft barbaraus oppreﬁlon the
Poor, by this A&, have no power of ap-

petty ditator. The
but this fub-

atLentlve

peal This muft be confidered as a fun-

idamental defe&

| THESE ofﬁcers have a power to fet the .
Poor on work, ‘and to provide matérials
-~ for fuch purpofe This isin the true {pirit

of good policy: but no power is given the

magiﬁrate to compell the Overfegrs ifthey .

neglect 1t, to et the Poor onwork, or pro-

V1d€ materxals for the purpofe; no power™
o a common

is'given for hiring or erecting :

| houfe for fuch wark, which in all refpelts

is ufefull, in fome. rbfpe&s is neceflary.

- Where the aole poor man is not {kill'd
in works. of flax, hemp, wool, thread,

1ron, &c in {hort the unemolovd la-

;'bourer 1n huﬂmndx‘y, of whom the vil~
lage Poor moflly confift, has no provifion.
“he {h'ﬂl not be reliev'd
‘becaufe he is able ; N0 one 18 romnexld
to- emoloy him therefc»m hf* muﬁ bbg,_

in his favour

()I‘
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children of the Poor, and training them

fect. Such children fhall be bound tobe [
‘apprentices, the man-child till he thall |
‘¢come to to the age of twenty-four years, ||
~the woman-child to the agé of twenty- |
- one years, or to the time of her marri-

~perly attentive to'the interefts and the |
-delicacy of her maiden fubjeéts; but this |.
long fervitude of the males is cruel, im- ||
_politic, and pregnant with evils. =~ =~ ™

~ peceflfarily derive their temper from the

tey

NS

~“Sucu as fhall not employ themfelves |
to work, being fo appointed, the Juftices

“may fend to the Houfe of Correttion, or B
the common geal of the county; and

this, I prefume, on the complaint of the |8

- Overfeer. The complaint may be partial,

‘may be aggravated ;. if it ‘be juft, the pu-
qnufhment is difproportionate ‘to the of:

fﬁngje s 1t 1S the; punithment of felqg‘s’,
- This cannot be right. : o :

No pi‘o-viﬁo«ri 1s made '-fortédu‘cating the

up in habits of induflry, ‘and the princi:

ples of religion, till they fhall be of age - |
. to be apprentic’d.. This is a radical de- - t
{

age. The Maiden Queen was here pro-

But let it be confidered that laws will

temper

Rt

§ - terhper of the times in which they are
| enatted. ‘The integrity of manners, and
- gracious fimplicity of Elizabeth’s golden
| glays_ could not admit the thought that
any men, to whom the care and manage-
ment of the Poor fhould be committed,
“could ever by an ill-timed parfimony
and an unfeeling {elfifhnefls abufe their

truft to the oppreflion of the Poor. The

{pirit of 1nanufa&uring,«latdyintroduc’d‘._ .
and warmly cherifh’d, engag'd the whole
~attention of government to the negleét of

“agriculture. And induftry was fo {evere,

that no mercy was fhewn to the idle. -
This refleCtion accounts for the {pirit of.

this law, and 'its defells,

~ BurT in good time experience difeover-
ed a melancholy truth which had ef-
caped the fagacity of Eli_zabet_h,’sw@e and
able minifters. The ftatute of g William
" and-Mary, found caufe to complain of"
many inconveniencies that daily arofe by
reafon of the unlimited power of Church-
wardens and Overfeers, who frequently
-upon frivolous pretences, but chiefly for-
‘their own private ends, give relief to
“what perfons and number they think fit,

the occafion or pretence of their receiv-

“ing collection being oftentimes ceafed. It :
alfo found caufe to complain that' fuch
- gflicers were often capable of mifpend-
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ing, and ai'p"plyihg to their own -,ufe,f;. the
colleétions for the Poor, and other pub-.

lick moneys relating to their churches

and parifhes, to the great prejudice of |§ . _ AtV 01 tea 1he
fuch parifbes, and the Poor.. And it . i} Friend,: the Advocate, the Patron, the

Protetor of the Poor; he heard their

fuch epormities.

made provifions to punifh and prevent

- Bu Tth1s flatute feems ff_) be the great
charter of the poor man’s right of appeal;
not exprels'd indeed in the flatute, pro-

‘bably not intended ; but under colour of
‘the Provifo in the faid A&, it {eems they
took occafion frequently to apply to the
- Juftices, apd from their humanity were

frequently reliev’d in diftrefles, which
the obdurate overleer could not be mov’d

to pity. This was thought to have been

carried to excefls; toremedy which it was
enatted by 9 G. c. 7. that no Juftice of
Peace {hall order relief to.any poor per-

{on, untill eath fhall;be made of fome
matter which he fhall judge to be a rea-
fonable caufe of relief, .and that the per- |
fon had by himielf, herfelf, or fome other, = |
- applied for relief at fome veltry or other
- publick meeting of .the parifhioners, or
to two of the Overfeers; and was by them
refuled to be relieved, and untill fuch

Juftice ‘hath {fummoned them to thow |
caufe why fuchrelief fhould not be given, |
and the perfon fo fummoned hath been
T o ‘heard, - f

N .

| ‘feard, or made default to appear. But
| notwithftanding this reftri€tion, the Ma- .
§ sifirate by this Aét was contftituted the

complaifrits, ‘he adjudg'd them relief, his

power was difcretionary, and his award
final; and every -honeft and good man
rejoic’d to fee the common caufe of hu-
manity fupported by {fo relpettable an
authority. But this authority foon re-
ceivd a check that weaken'd its influ-
ence, and well nigh annihilated its bene-
it to the Poor, by 17 G. 2. c. g8. which
enalts, that 1if any perfon fhall be ag-
“grieved by any thing done by any of his
‘Majefty’s Juftices of the Peace, he may
i appeal to the next Quarter Seflions.

‘Tuus then by ,"Ou‘r,pre’fent lawsl.‘ the

‘|| matter ftands. The Churchwardens and
|. Overfeers are the legal Guardians of the

| Poor; fhould thefe be cruel, oppreflive,
1 and dead to pity, the Poor may apply to
a veltry ;=——but in moft parithes fuch
| meeting is held but énce in the month, in
| many but twice in the year: — they may
|| apply to the two Overleers;— but thele
| may live at a diftance, may be difficult

| tobe found, may refufe the Poor accefs
i to the_1r prefence :- mean time hunger be-

)
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" no remedy!

‘numbers have fark in uhcomplaining f-

Leel
¢omes more clalnoi‘eus and 1mportunate
every.hour, and ficknefs continues its ra-
vages with uncontroll’d fury ; what then is

| | Tuppole
them orderd to relieve: the delinquents
themfelves are to execute that ‘order;
they fet the order at defiance; 'they ap-
peal to the Quarter Seflions; that may
be three months diftant; ~mulfl the poor

3

te tells his ftory, his furly difcontent;

his faucy and audacious tongue may Oc-

| cafion him to be rebuk’d and fent away

¥ Dr. Burn, who knqwss théi_pra&iqé's,of -

anreliev’d, as neither wanting nor defery-

, ) is f ing affiftance. "
perifhingmifery‘todo?--Bu‘tfupfofet.hem) SO
~ found, {uppofe them fummoned,

| Overfeers at leaft as well as any man

man and his diftrefs’d family, continue §

flarving all that time P——Alas, there 1s

See the Cafe in Burn’s

Hift. of the Poor Laws. p. 284.

"BuT on this head there 1s ‘another cir-

“cumftance . which merits “confideration. &
Great diftrefles are filent; penury depref- fi
fes the {pirits, as it emaciates the body;

the modefly of fearfull povert s - uns
willing to accufe; and who can 1ay what

lence to an untimely grave? Often have

th? paﬂid countenance. it 1s the _rngrg
fpirit that dares be guilty of the unl;ar-
and, often,

oficer before the magiftrate;
icer belgre the magriirale p

7/

| live, has drawn the pourtrait of one of
thefe petty tyrants, which I fhall without
apology exhibit here, for the infpettion

of fuch of my readers as may not have

{een it in the original. In prattice, the

1 feen the eloquent tear\ﬁa_ndtre_mbli.n% b
in the eye of injurd indigence, whill

“the tongue made no complaint, and af
~finile of content has forc’d -itfelf upon

¥ dernl i 6
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« office of the .Overfeer of the Poor

« feems to be underftood to be this: To :
keep an extraordinary look-out, to pre- -

13
« yent perfons coming td inhabit without.
£8
¢ to remove them; and if a man brings
-a certificate, then to caution all the -
% habitants not to let him a farm of 1ol.

£<.

“ out of all parifh offices ; to warn them,

half-yearly, or by the month, by the
““ week, or by the day, rather than by

ment; “or if they do hire them for a
£ . - i

#.year, then to endeavour to pick a quar-

rel with them before the year’s end,
13 ; ;

| . unpar- | “and fo to get r.d of them: To main-
" donable offence of fummoning the adting§ =~ |

Ccg - ftan

certificates, and to fly to the Juftices

a year, and to take care to keep him
if they will hire {feryants, to hire them

i

‘any way that. ‘fhall give them a fettle-

[
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< {tick .at no expence: »To pull down }
cc

Loegt

13

11

- Paftard child, to the reputed father, on §

[ 22 ]

-« tain their Poor as cheap as {?o_fﬁbl'y they
| ‘ 1ts.; o lay out two- B
~“¢ pence in profpect of any future good, E
- “ but only to ferve the prefent neceflity: §
‘¢ To,bargain with fome fturdy perfon to §

ek

¢ take them by the lump, who yet is not

“ can at all events; ot to

7

intended to take them, but to han
over them in terrorem i they fhall

€¢
¢

maintenance : To. fend them out into.

8¢

mention, who are lefs able in body?
‘and the feebler they are, the more pro-
fitable will be their peregrination):
‘Tobind out poor children apprentices,

e

(X7

66

¢ but to take efpecial care that the maflex
Tive 1n another pari{h-: To move hea-
(13 Ny

“ about a fettlement;  and in that parti-
cular, to invert the general rule, and

&¢

“ cottages: To'diive out as many inha-

“'parifh in order to leflen the Poor Rate:
¢ To be generous indeed, {fometimes, 1n

‘giving a portion, with the mother of a

€

“ condition that he will marry her; or B

complain to the Juftices for want. of

[

the country a begging (for why cannot |
they go, as well as others they will

_ven and earth 1f any difpute happens. ..

nc matter'to whom, or to- what trade, i

K1

bitants, and admit as few, as poflibly 1
they can; that is, to depopulate the |-

f

Y
}
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- work ; to fee™
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¢ with 2 poor"Widow;' allw‘.ays‘providéd

that the hufband is. fettled elfewhere &

Or if a poor man, with a large famly,
< appears to be induftrious, they -will
charitably aflift him in taking a farm in-
¢ fome - neighbouring ‘parifh, and give-
¢ him 1ol. to pay his firlt years rent
with: Andif any of their Poor has a
¢ mercantile genius, they will purchafe
¢ for him a box, with pins, néedles, laces,
buckles, and fuch like wares, and fend -
him abroad in the quality of a petty
chapman ; with the profits thereof, and -
a moderate knack at ftealing, he can
decently fupport. himfelf, -and educate
his children in the fame induftrious

way.——DBut to fee that the Poor fhall i

refort to church, and bring their chil-

cure his apprentice at proper times to

_be taught to read or write; to provide
ials to fet the Pooron

VO aged and impotent-

“comfortably fuftained; the fick healed;

¢ and all of them cloathed with neatnels

and decency: Thefe, and:fuch like,

it is to be feared; are not fo generally

a ftock of mate

regarded, as the laws intended, and

< the neceffity of the cafe requires.”—'
- Hift. Poor Laws. p. 211. =~ R

C4.

dren there to be nftrutted; to con-
“tract with a maflter, that he fhall pro-

"NoT-
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~ NorwiTssTANDING the air of fevere

| ,‘plq:afantry which animates this defcripti-
on, obfervation and experience-convince

~ us that the traits are juft. I would not"
-~ Infinuate that the heart of every Overfeer
*is narrow’d with this felfith fordid poli~

¢y; but whenever a man of more gene-
rous ideas and a more refined fenfibility

enters upon the office, that very fenfibi=-

lity, which fhrinks at the difagreeable
thought of difobliging- his neighbours,

and incurring the cenfures of the hard
and unfeeling, confines him to the path -
prefcrib’d by cuftom ; -and/I have known
‘the humane and benevolent man give by

~way of voluntary and charitable alms,
when as Overfeer he fear’d to charge the

parith ‘with a relief, which his own good -

- heart thought neceflary.

. F R‘OIVAI‘ thefe fCon"ﬁderati_onsV on the ma-

" nagers, let us now turn our thoughts on
the managed, and viegw them in their ho-
vels, thofe wretchedi’s
~ fering indigence. nd here humanity
-~ would wifh to draw the veil of filence

“over thefe fqualid {cenes of mifery; but

it is neceffary they fhould be difclos'd;
and however painful the tafk may be, not
- to difcharge 1t would be ta betray the
caufe I have undertaken to plead, the

ca’u{c: :

‘receptacles of fuf-

[eg 1

caufe of the infant, the impotent, and the

i aged Poor. Thele mife'i’able*ten.ar{tr:i(;-sﬁ". »
~are,. many of them, open to the roof Iike -

parns, with ten thoufand fluttering cob-

webs pendent from ‘the’ thatchr; - if they
have chambers, thefe are inthis conditi-

“on; few of them have any floor, befides
the naked earth; their fite and precintt

is generally damp and unwholefome ;. the: |

“door ferves. to let in the light, and let

out the fmoke; for the windows are ge-
nerally fo fmall and fo patch’d, that they

ferve “to little purpofe- but to: admit the’

bleak and . howling winds and driving

" {now i their beds are filthy mafles of un-

thelterings rags that beggar {d'e"fcriptvikoni,i_ 3
many of them elevated from the bare

- earth 'onl\}'f with a little rotten firaw; 1
~one room-y fis | “
~ whofe fhivering limbs.iachyfot want of
‘better covering; contiguous to them &

ou fthall find an aged couple,

'younger pair, with three of their children
in the fame bed, and m-a corner of the
Iame room a fott amd a daughter, cach:

arrived at the age of puberty, couching

together: In the fame room lodges a‘de- '.
cent man of 8o, hourly infulted by two -

wanton wenches, each holding to her
breaft the fruits of unlawfull love. - One
‘Toom contains three, fometimes four beds
with perfons of different ages and fexes..
“One bed. contains the hufband, wife, {a’ad |

» A ' . . . . . - !‘lg‘qv .
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. four children; two morelodg’d on firaw.
*One bed contains the father, the mother, -
and two daughters, one. of fixteen, the
other of twenty years.——Thefe are not
cafes of particular neceflity, or particular -
neglect ; but the common and general: !
abufe of the Claufe in the Statute of 43

Eliz. which ‘empowers the Overleers to:
place inmates, or more families than one:
1n one cottage or houfe; an abufe that
deferves peculiar attention, and-calls a-.
loud for immediate redrefs, as it tendsto

~extinguith every 1dea- of delicacy, " that

ci which nature has planted around”

guar

- virtue, drives modefly by force out of’
the female heart, and lays it open to.

fhamelefs, a—ba_n‘don’,d'impu'nty,. And 1n:

~cafe of ficknefs, in cafe of ‘death——but

- let me not carry the imagination into fuch !

a fcene of horror.

~ In the day-time the father, if able to
work, 1s ablent at his employment; the
mother 1s gone out ta’buy her black Bo-
hea, to gather fticks, to pilfer turnips;
iean time two or three infants are fhut
- up with nakednefs and hunger for their
companions, or left to the care of an-
‘other, itfelf an infant, in danger of the .
- fire within, or the water-pit at the door.
~ Many from 6o to 8o years of age are

]

‘Vﬁh’ou-ghtl fufliciently . favour'd by being -

- placed

.

[ ]

placed n thefe wretched dwellings, and
provided with a little damp turf, that -
" fmokes  rather than burns. To thole,
‘whom agé or infirmities have intirely dif-
abled from working, the common allow-
~ance is two-pence halfpenny a day; and
- with this {canty pittance, the ,_,ng)blc{‘c,_wqu '
of God, wrapt in rags,' diftrefs'd with
* yermin, and tortur’d with rheumatic pains,
‘unpitied, unvifited, drags on the unhap-
~ py remains of a life worn out in .-uv)fequli-_ ,A
 labour; whillt the old hunter, now fiff
and difabled for the chace, is valued for
his paft fervices, and enjoys at eale the.

rich luxuriance of the park. The pious

Overfeer may haply think- that ‘thefe

wretches in their younger time were, idle,

~‘or imprudent, and negletted the advan- -

‘tages which, if properly perfued, would

have render’d their old age more comfort- ~
able; and that their prefent {ufferings
are a punifthment for their former ol

condutt: ~ It may be fo; but he fhould

remember thatihe is the fubftitute of Hea-

 wen, not to judge and punith, but to re--
_ drefs and-relieve.  He ‘may haply com-
* fort them that, amidft the hardfhips they
Jabour under,. they have ‘their liberty :
but age and infirmities have depriv'd them.-
~of the liberty of aftion; penury, opprel--
~ ‘fion, and an habit of {uffering have ex-
 tinguifh’d the liberty of thought; o%ﬂf Z;v |
Cherty
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- Eéfty’ 'i\ndtécd.'i‘s left the'mj,;' the hberty fd

freeze, to rot, to ftarve in filence.—=-

But the poor children, what have they

- done, that they are éxpos'd to nakednefs,

~ hunger, and ignorance? Why are they
left to trace their progrefs from ‘unins .

ftrufted youth thro” idlenef§, infenfibili-

ty, ‘md Povef(tzf;: to’ o‘bd‘ul,‘a"c}f, V101€nce,
and vice, burdens o themfelves, pefls to
fociety, and aliens from God P——If pe-

nance were a_part'of our religion, and to

infli¢t that penance were my province, I

would fometimes take the rich and great .
from their fumptuous and fplendid lix-

- uries, and injoin them to vifit thefe man-

“fions of mifery ; “that they might fee what

‘wretches feel;"and know that this account
. 1s not 1maginary, partial, or aggiavated,
. but real melancholy matter of fatt. -

*In recounting the diftreffes of the poor,

I muft not omit to obierve that one fhort
Statute, and one {inglé Claufe, 13 and 14

~Car. IL. ¢. 12. by departing from the {im-
 plicity of the A& of 19 Hen. VIL. has
ot only open’d the door to all the {ubfe-

. quent litigations and inexplicable difficul- -

ties relating to fettlemients and removals;

‘but is a- dreadfull -engine of oppreflion to
the induftrious; ' well therefore 1s it faid -
to be ‘ a wanton or malicious chafe of
- 4% the unhappy from one inhoipitable re-

1 glOn

5_5»4 101 . fo 'anbtigéf,?f-_ “The Statute of 8
angl 9

will. c. go. by allowing (‘:erti.ﬁca,tes o
with great tendernefs endeavors to, redrefs

" this barbarous. crueltys. but as.a parifh
 cannot be compelled fo grant a certificate,

it isiin the power of ~;anerhujrchwarden;‘

" to defeat the humanity of the Statute. -

Fafts may explain’ this better than argu-

- ment.—A bricklayer, allow"d‘t-o. be gg(‘)oc_}, |
 workman, removd. from - a village, the
_pladé of his fettlement, to a large town,
' employment he ex-
‘peé‘ted\ to be able to n1’g1nta1n-;h;n_1fcf1f._ »
The Overfeers of that town require.a cer-.
tificate; he applies, %sf--'f“refufc , and Te-
. moved home. Not being there employ’d,
" he asks for relief; the Oficer -refufes to
allow him money, but offers to fet him
" on work 1n mafonry, and limits his wages
to ten-pence halipenny a :_da,y : His com-
mon wages being twenty-pence, mever
lefs than eighteen-pence.a. day, the man .
rejefts the terms, and  applies to a Ma-

where by a conftant

giftrate : the' Officer 1s fummoned; he

pleads that he1s ready to fet the appellant
on work, but adheres to his unconicion- o

~ able terms. The poor r.nan,’s‘l‘ab,our 1is his- N
wealth; nature'gives him a right to exert

~this to his own greateft benefit; the law
of removals intervenes, and deprives him

of that right: the Oificer fruflrates the

~humane intent of the Law of Certificates,

- occafions

g
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S N L A L L WaiLsT we are rolling thro’ the kings
o - -occdfions the diftrefs, takes advantage of @ ‘dom "in our poft-coaches, poft-chailes,
Al - that diftrefs, and compells the poor man B hairs, whiskies, and a variety of whirt
.~ towork at an undue price, or to ftarve, ligigs of a whimfical confiruction, the
b ‘What power has the Magifirate to redrels, ¥ “high culture of our lands gives us the
i this flagrant injury ? —1In juftice to the ‘B jdea of a Ferme bien orné; our nobility
i honeft farmer I muft obferve that this 11 \ '

mer 1 n Die; at this -~ ' live'in palaces, our gentry in villas, com-
opprelflive Officer is a gentleman of fami- - merce has made us.a nation of gentry,
' ly and fortune.” = D g every farm-houfe is a grange, and the

Lo oo oo oo B whole is one delightfull {cene of conve-
| W Mrx conclufion 1s, that our Poor Laws | nience, plenty, elegance, {plendor, and
. are neither perfeét nor clear, nor eafy to magnificence. Mean time our interior
i be executed; and that we have not in - poﬁce‘isﬁifgfa&d with the number of our
i 8oo years made {uch a progrefs in this. - ftarving, naked, unfhelter’d, miferable -
I ‘branch of civil police as might have been - Poor: this is an ulcer in our vitals, that .
! ‘expected from a wife and great people.— Ipreads, ‘and rankles, and diffufes its cor-
'| .g‘i)ur'ex’penc_es ‘in&‘eed;on this head have = o ruption thro’ every‘part;f fQ}neA remfedy,s
W increas’d to an alarming degree, and are = 1 fome timely remedy 18 neceflary. . ¢ Hu- .
| A “yearly increafing. In the year 1680, a: 51 ¢ manity,  religion,. ¢01npafﬁOf11, virtue,. .
ki regylar calculation was made of the an- ¢ honour, decency, love to our pretaren, -
" ‘nual amount of the Poors Rates in Eng- ¢ the very frame of our compofition, and
1  land, which was 665,39¢]. in the year |4 bowels of our nature (I ufe the words
1 - 1764 1t was fomething miére than twomil-- || .« of Dr. Burn) eall loudly upon us for
n - hons two hundred thoufand pounds; in . | | & fome better regulation, to feed the |
| -the year. 1773 it was three millions, which ““ hungry, to cloathe the naked, to fuf-
| - by the land-tax afleffiment is {ix f{hillings " tain the impotent, to employ the labo-
A -1n the pound.: an enormous burden, un- “ rious, to encourage the induflrious, to-
E ~der which trade "is opprefs’d, nor can “ inftruét the ignorant, to reclaim the vi--
“agriculture long fuppoftit; yet we have &

¢ cious, and punifh the incorrigible.”

This hath long been oblervid, and hath
~engag’d the attention of very able men, -
~who have propos’d their {everal plans of
SRR ~ regulation

~the mortification to find that this vafl ex-

- pence does not anfwer its benevolent and =~
" charitable intention : our poor are flill in
- avery wretched condition, R

WHILST
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~ been follow’d by ) \
Lord Hill{borough, Sir' Richard Lloyd,.

Y

¢ gire new fwit”

[ g2 ]

| fr{:gulatiol_i' to the ‘Pﬁbli-c_;{ f F_i’r-ﬁ of Jtﬁl’efe |
flands the great and ~good Lord: Chief

Juftice Hale; the ftrong and comprehen- |

.

bolder and a larger {cheme; thefe have

Mr. Fielding, Dr. Burn, and many other

writers .of great fenfibility, and penetra-
tion: Thele have all Took’d up to Sir
Matthew Hale as their great pattern, €x-

‘é:ept“ Mr. Gee, who computed .the Poor,

~ at a million, and upon that fuppofition
was for fending them to the colonies;"

“but whether his bad policy or his inhu-

. L.

" manity is moft to be execrated, may bea
queltion. Non¢ of thele plans has been

adopted; and the Legiflature hath gone

“on from time to time making frefh provi-
“fions, till < the Laws concerning the Poor, -
‘e g5 Dr. Burn complains, may not ums

& properly be compar’d to their apparel.
¢ Where a flaw 1s obferved, a patch s
¢« provided for it.  Upon that another.

+ And fo on, till the original coat is loft

¢ amidft a variety of patch-work. And

€

-n

“ed (befides the clumfinefs ‘and motley
« figure) than would have made an 10

tive genius of Sir Joﬁah.,-(ihild—“fdhn’d 2

Dr. Davenant, Mr. Hay, |

more labour and materials are expend- |

A»r

E AT 1ength the ftrong and» manly_ﬁ,nder* N
| ~of the late Admiral ‘Vernon,
gemper'd by the gentle fenfibility and caus

[ 33 i R

flanding

[y

 tious prudence of a very worthy Clergy-

man now l_ivii‘lg,*’pr’o‘po’s’df a {cheme to

incorporate the parifhes of the two Hun-

‘dreds of Colnies and Carlford in the

~county of Suffolk for the purpofe of the
better relief and {upport of their Poor,
and to erect an Houfe for their general |

freception and employment.  He was af-

' fifted iu the framing of thé Bill by the

ableft lawyers of the time;  Sir Richard
Lloyd was particularly “attentive and

friendly to its conftruétion; it receivid
“the fanétion of Parliament, and the Houfe

~ was eftablifh’d about {eventeen y.ear's'aao; .
 —The largenefs of this ;I'—.Ioufe,';andoi’té‘

numerous inhabitancy, carried in it a cer-
tain idea of unwieldine{s to many, who

had no regul’ar’con;c'eption of its adminif~

tration ; and the certain expence of the

‘uilding and furnifhing, with the uncer«

~ tainty of its correfpon ent utility, made

~ navigation; and

it to be look’d upon as a very bold att:

. Itwas fo: the man that firlt conftruted
his little fkiff, and committed it to the

~* ‘rude and mercilefs fea, was a ng _}

venturer; but to the threefold’ brafs a-.

daring ad-

‘ound his breaft, asthe poet exprefles it,

we owe the various bleflings of improv'd . "
‘the utility of Admiral
D - - Veroons
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V_erndn’s {cheme, confirm’'d by thee xpe
rience of about eight years, was acknow-

led g’d. - Since that time {ix other Houfes

have been ereéted in Suffolk, whofe dif--

tritts comprehend more than one-third

part of that county, and one in Norfolk,
~all upon the {fame general plan, and un-.
der the fame general regulations, a little

varied as ufe diftated convenieénce; and

“thefe having been eftablifh’d fix or eight
- years, we do not now reafon upon pe-

culation, but demonfirate from matter of

| | faét_,"ﬁ ,

Tux firft idea of difficulty to the com- -

‘mon mind may poffibly arife from his de-

~ire of knowing how the monies, necef-

fary for bulding and fufni{hiﬁg fuch

Houfe, are to be raifed, without lévying .

an additional tax on the refpetive’ pa-

I fhall endeavor to explain the mode.

Firft then, the Poor aré to continue un-

‘der'the government and management of

the Churchwarderns and Overfeers of the - |

feveral parifhes refpettively, in the fame

‘manner they now are, till the Houfe be

built and'ﬁt'ted'jup for their reception.

‘The yearly accounts of each parifh for

feven years paft' fhall be examined; and

4 -
G
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that have been expended on account of

journeys on the Poors account, Rates

| making, - Nomination. Warrants, Parifh -

-expences of the

| Meetings, Appeals to Poors Rates, or in
“defence of fuch Appeals; and alfo every

fum of money, which fhall appear to the
major part of the Direttors and alting

~ Guardians to be improperly and unnecei-

this will make a confiderable deduttion
from the yearly accounts of each parifh.
Then the afleflment in each incorporated
parith will be according to the medium,

-average, or leventh part of feven years
| parifh for the mainte- -
‘nance of its Poor; and fuch affeflment
will be diftin& and f{eparate in each pa--
1ifh, independent ‘of, and unconnetted -

with the CXperi_c,es of any other pa'ri_{h‘:u

L OO TSRy Sl ‘1 and this average afleflment will make an-
rifhes, or withdrawing from the Poor any

part of their prefent {canty allowance.

other confiderable deduttion immediate- -
1y from the yearly account of each pariih:

‘And Tuch monies will be colletted quar- -

if‘{ ~terly by the refpective Overfeers, and
paid to a Treafurer.—

The mode of

- raifing the money for building and fur-

nifhing the Houfe will be by mortgage
of thefe Rates, or any part of them. The

whole fum wanted will not be borrew’d - R

at-once, but as the occafions for carrying

‘on the building fhall require; and the

interefl will be. paid out of the {ubfequent
e ~ Do o fums

farily expended with refpect to the Poor: -
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' fums borrow’d; which therefore cannot [

“poflibly affett the Poor, or any occupier

of lands within the Hundreds.——The

overplus of the afleffments, after mainte-
- nance of the Poor, expences of the Houfe,

“and payment of the Intereft, will be an-

" nually applied to the difcharge of the
~ fums borrow’d, whereby the debt and in-

. tereft will be annually reduced, till the

- whole be difcharg’d; and then the aflefl-

- ment of each parifh will be proportiona- -
~ bly leflen’d.—Suppofe, for inftance, the

average affeffment of the parifhes within

the Hundreds of Mitford and Launditch
“fhould ameunt only to ggool. and that,
~ from a judgement founded on the ac--

" counts and experience of the Houles 1n

- Suffolk and Norfolk, the ‘expences of

‘maintaining all the Poor within the Hun-
dreds of Mitford and Launditch, in and

out of the Houlfe of Induftry, thould one

ar with another -amount to g6ook. and

fuppofe the fums borrow’d fhould'amount -
to 1 2,000l. the interef: of that fum at 4

~per cent. is 480l. which added to ‘the
~ 9600l. makes go8ol. per-ann. The over-
plus then will be 420l exclufive of the
profits of the work of fome of the Poor

~in the Houfe. — To thow that this is not g
mere {peculation, the expences of build- |

ing and furnifhing the Houfe at Bulcamp

amounted to 10jocol. the annual mncome

IR AN ST i s TR i e e e T e L R

| Tumanity are totally neglefied.

L7l

of the Houfe is go8el. the Houlfe was
fitted up for the reception of the Poor at
Michaelmas 17663 1t has faved and paid
off goool. Hence 1t appears that, though =
~the Poors Rates of the kingdom have 11
thefe years advancd nearly 1s. gd. in the -

wound, the Parifhes in the Hundred of
- Blything have not only not advanc’d, but -

have faved nearly gs. 5d. 1n the pound,
',!.Which' 'tbgethéf'amo’lmt to 4. 2d. 1n ‘the
jpound by the land-tax affeffment, without

A jusT attention to ‘ceconomy Is a be-

: ‘coming part of the charatter ol EVer,
. man in every ftation of life; therefore 1t

of the charaier of every

was proper to ftate thele fats to the pub- -
“fic: but if thefe Houles were  taken up
. only upon the 1idea of faving, the writer
of thefe fheets had never appear’d as their

" advocate ; -for in the care of the Poor,

the prefervation of their health ought to

e the firft concern; their morals the fe-

cond: then follows an attention fo their .

cleanlinefs, food, rayment, and their ha-

bit of induftry s expence is the 13&' confi-
deration. In the Parifh-Houles we have .

~feen that expence is the fole confiderat:=

on, andfall the other great ‘concerns of

D3y
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LeT us now take a view of the Poor

in the Houfe of Induftry. And here the

- allellment of every parifh being precifely
fix’d, and uniformly the fame, precludes
every poflible "advantage to penurious.
parlimony, and obviates every induce-

© ment to oppreflive and injurious treat-

ment: and this is the foundation of every-
~advantage they enjoy.  Here they are no

longer at the mercy of the little occupier,

who 1s perhaps but one remove from afk-

ing the relief he {o cruelly denies; no
longer are they under the {evere neceflit

~ of crouching to him for a'morfel of bread,;
‘but whoever in their parifh-are of larger

occupation and more affluent circum-

ftances, and fo, we hope, of a better un-
~derftanding and more enlarg’d benevo-
lence, thefe continue their protetors and

guardians; and every Gentleman in the

Hundreds, from whofe liberal education |

and rank in life they have reafon to ex-
pect the greateft humanity; even thofe
Magifirates, to whofe autharity they of-
ten fly for refuge, and who in Tome cales
find a difficulty, in fome a want of powet
to relieve them, attend thém here, are

‘oblig’d in their turns to attend them, and
‘with paternal tendernefs dire¢t and {uper-
- intend all their concerns. e

"Turis care firlt difcovers itfelf in an .

attention to their health. ‘Benignity of -

air and foil firft determin’d the fituation

of the Houfe ; and the {fame 1dea direfted

its conftruftion, thro every apartment;

‘where fpatioufnefs and the continual un-" .

dulation of the purefl’ bréath of Heaven
remove the caufe of vitiated air, ar‘l‘d ol_),
viate the effeéts of naufeous and putrid
accumulation.- -

vided at a proper diftarce, that the dif-

eale may not be communicated to ptller's;
the cafual fick are carefully nurs'd, and.

R . . : ! . . 'f_
have all the relief that medicine can af

~

: L. L . . . ‘ t
-camp there 1s alfo an Airing Houie to

" receive them for a time atter their reco--

" very, that no remains of the‘dﬂez‘;{?fl}_lgy .
ziririoy_ others: a-caution wqrﬁ:hy of .1mi-

tation. The happy effet of this care ap} r
pears from hence, that on the 1g9th of

December laft in the Houfe at Shepmea-.

dow of 262 Poor not one ,was‘hck, on
the .ooth in the Houfe at Bv:ncamp }o;_ ,
340 ‘one only flightly }n_%;:fpos d, on t}c
‘21{t in the Houle at Heckipgham of 252

not'one.

) ’ 1.
N N

But as the human frame,
notwithftanding all precaution, is obnox- .
joms to diftempers, Infirmaries are pro-.

ford them, skilfull {furgeons .and apothe~
caries being engag’d to attend them as of-
ten as occafion ihall require. - At Bul-

SRR S e
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As foon as they are remov’d from their

miferable cottages, and receiv’d into this
hofpitable manfion, they are fiript of

their filthy rags, made perfetly' clean,
and ‘decently habited, before they are.
admitted to join the family; and ever af-

‘ter cleanlinefs 1s: i‘hdi’.{pen‘ﬁb_ly- requir’d.

At breakfaft, dinner, anid {upper they are

~all affembled, by the ringing of a bell, in.

the common hall, where they are pro-.

vided with wholefome and well-drefs’d

food, proper for their ftation in life, and-

in a liberal abundance; their numbers,

good order; and evident fatisfation make

“this a very plealing fight.- —Their beds B
‘are good, well cover’d, and clean; every

thing around them is clean; the Houfe

in every department, and all its utenfils,
neat to a degree that furprifes. One cir-

cumflance in: their lodging is worthy of

potice. Dr. Burn has objeted to {chemes
 of this natutre that ““ they feem to anni- .

¢ hilate all family connexions, except
that of one great family under one.

Gt

head.’ The men are propofed to be.
kept apart; fo likewile the women; fo
that  there will be a populus virorum,

€6

< and a populus multerum, &c.” No wona,.
der then that a popular writer, now be-
foré me, takes up the objection, and con-

- fiders this plan as a means ‘¢ to undomef-
e ERpA A TE. R M e

‘otherwife. Many

T

“ ticate people, and rend‘erthen‘l.indif«,

~« ferent to the focial -advantages and com~
« forts of life.” No wonder that the ob-.

je&tion has extended in proportion to the

Weigh’t and authority of 1its refpectable

prop'olfer‘:’ And indeed, was this the cafe,

did thefe Houfes {eparate hufband, wife, -
"and child, whatever might be their ad-
vantage in other refpeéts, they muft be -
given up as fubverfive of the very foun-
dations of civil fociety. But the fatt is
! an hufband, difabled
| from labour by ficknefs, or maim’d by
accident;finds a comfortable afylum here;

in the Infirmary his wife, however health

and»ﬂ:fo_ng,- attends him, a child perhaps -
in her arms, another at her knees.. Every
‘married couple has a bed and a room
diftin&t and appropriated to themfelves,
‘which they have the liberty to lock up.if
“they pleafe, to retire to it when tlgey .
pleafe, undifturb’d, unintruded upon by

others ; and their children, if young, are.

lodg’d in the fame or the adjoining apart-

ment, ‘'under the immediate care of their

~ parerits.  And indeed thefe decent lodg-

ings for the married conflitute one of the

moft firiking beauties and conveniencies. .

of each Houfe. = =~ -

| WitH regard to indufiry, whencver a
1 perfon 1s incapable.of maintaining him-

{elf

N .

i
i
i
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felf and his family, the qunﬁéunity , which
takes that burden upon itfelf, has a right

to his labour, fo that it be proportion’d
 to his abilities, ‘and exatted with r{lode-_
ration. Of the aged no labour is re-
quird; their filver cord is loofed, and
their golden bowl broken; the evening
of their days is here made comfortable ;
they are refcued from want, and con-

fign'd to refpett and tranquillity’; to them

the doors are always open, and whenever

inclination and the weather tempts them

abroad, and their {trength permits, - all

proper indulgence 15 allow’d; or n the
‘Houfe they have the liberty

ties of converfation, fit qround ‘the fire;
“and tell their talés of antient times.—In

the Infirmaries little work is expetted.—

The ftrong and healthy ought not to be
here.—Light emplovments are adapt¢d to
the powers of ‘each: in the Bulcamp

Houle they manufacture every article of

drefs, hats excepted, and all the linnen

ufed in the houfe; and to encourage their

induftry, A% o-pence in the
induftry, each receives two-pe

{hilling of what 'he earns; and @H molre_.;
than fixty years of age, one-half.——The

o ) Coy
children are at {chool from three to 1ve:

years old: . from that age, during thel(li
~ Ttay in the Houfe, they are at the allotte

~hours in the work-rooms; thefe are buly

e T fc_e_nﬁg,

of decent
fooms, where they form. their little par-

i I o o b v

fcenes of chearfull induftry, whillt con.

tent {miles-.on every little’ countenance.
The males, by the A¢t, are to remain un-

der the government of the Houlfe till they

are 18, the females till they are 16 years ~
old; but it gives one pleafure to oblerve
that there 1s {fcarcely a ¢hild more than

eleven in any of the Houfes; the Direc-
tors and Guardians making it a’ point to
provide them with {ervices as foon as the
abilities of the child permit; the neigh-
bouring farmers readily accept them ; -or
to bind them apprentices; and the huma-

nity of the A& provides that {fuch appren-

tigefhip’-fhail not exceed the term of {even

years, nor extend to the males beyond
the age of 21, to the females beyond 18.

How different this from the long fervi-
tude permitted. by Elizabeth, calculated
probably to retard marriage! Our an-

ceftors fear'd a great increafe of people;
which there was not fufficient trade and'
manufattures to employ*. ~ Cock, who -

-pu_bliih’d’*a.;pa‘mphlet'111 1658, allerts that
population was then {o much dreaded,
that'a poor man was not- permitted to

marry till the age of go, ner a poor wo-

man till the age of 25.° Our more en-

lighter’d policy proceeds upon different
i Principles, and every working perfon at

0 B
o L | 155
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O})ﬁ?rVﬂ.UOHS on the more antient Statutes, by the
Hon. Dajnes Batrin ‘ '

gton. p. 477.
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15, whofe life is eflimated at 23 years
: purchafe for labour, 1s valued at ge6bl. es.
5d.* and as every mafter, that employs a
workman, may be fuppofed to be advan-

taged two-pence. in the fhilling paid for 3

~ wages, his private profit from every la-

bourer during 23 years a wounts to 541,

s, od. three farthings,  2-6ths. ~From
1deas of this kind probably it arofe- that

in antient times almoft every infant ftate

puni’{h’d murder ormutilation with a fing

 eftimated according to the rank . of the

fufferer, that is according to his fuppos’d

value to the flate: one thing at leaft is F

~ clear, the God of Nature has {o infepa-

rably united our intereft and ‘the contli- .
~ tution of our nature, that we cannot Vi |

_ olate-the one without_injuring the other;
and we then beft confult our true intereft,

~ when we moft attend. to the dictates of |-

humamty P

~ Tax attention to_their morals is very
exaft. To imprefs them with an habitual

fenfe of religion, prayers.are read every

- night and morning, and all, that are able
~ to attend, are cblig’d to be prefent. Eve-
Ty Wednefday and Friday a Clergyman

~veads Pravers in the Chapp'el',f_catechifes |

" the children, and. vifits the fick, if they
 defire it.  Every Sunday he reads Pray-

% Scc Hanway’s Lcttérs, vol, "\2,’4- p. 95+

S

crs

BT

(13

[ 45 7] | ,,

ers and pre‘aCheS to the Poor of the Houlfe;

the Direttors and Guardians thinking ‘it

as much their duty to provide them the

“means of pafling their lives here in a de- o

cent religious manner, as to furnith them

with fubfiftence whillt they live. The

children are taught to read, and inftruét-

ed in the principles of religion; and for
‘that good purpofe fufficient time 1s al-
~Jowd them. No indecency of language
oor behaviour is {uffer’d ; no firong Orfpi- )
rituous liquors, that fatal fource of vice
‘and immorality, are permitted in the
"Houfe. S |

- Unpgr thefe prudent regulations, and
carefully {uperintended by all the Gen-
tlemen and Clergy within the diftri&k, we -
‘may reafonably expeét to fee thefe Houfes
fcenes of health, cleanlinefs, comfort,
‘chearfulnefs, induftry, good order, and

good morals.  And fuch indeed we find.

them; the more inquifitive ahd curious

“the obferver is, the'more will he find to
approve. - At Bulcamp, perhaps in all the

Houfes, is an order that does honour to

the liberal and ingenuous {pirit. of  the :
Direttors, “ That at all times in the Com-~
mittee-Room a book fhall lie open, -
with pen and ink near it, that in cafe

(13

‘any Guardian, or other perfon vifiting
the Houfe occafionally, fhall perceive
: o » , e ‘any
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¢ any thing amifs, or can fugge'{’ca.ny’new" j
<< propofal for the better conduéting this
-« undertaking, he may write his thoughts

_¢¢ or.obfervations therein, that the-week-

¢

<.

-the conftruétion of any future Houle it -

~may p;o{ﬁbly'bé thought’eli‘gible to make

.the windows larger, and the rooms lof-

tier, and in all the b’ed-éhambers to adopt -

‘the plan of the. apartments for the mar-

- Burt as no human inftitution can be
perfeét, {o it is'generally the fate of thole,

‘that come neareft to perfection, to be

‘moft objefted to. To thefe it has been
objetted, that aslarge and populous towns:

_are more vicious and profligate than {mall

villages, fo the profligate and debauched

“of a large diltri&, colleCted together in

the fame houfe, are more likely, by their

converfation and example, to corrupt the

- morals of the youth confined in the fame
houfe, than any examples the fame youth -
could poflibly meet with in their different -

cottages.

-~ Toat large and populous towns are "
_ proportionably more vicious than the vil-
They

have -

lages, may well be queftioned.

ly Committee may confider the fame,
~and’ report it to the-‘ next quarterly
¢« Meeting, 1f they think proper.”——In

L4477

have a.much "hi_gher fenfe of decency and

religion ; and that, one would hope, muift -

| have an happy influence on their morals.

i i
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The voice of riot is more often hedard in
| their {treets; but the gloomy ruflic. can

{kulk to his alehoule, and ‘murder his

time, his ‘money, and his health in un-
focial drunkennefs. The village, I fear, -
has adopted the vices of the town; and
 retains its own; thé clown, the churl, and

other terms of opprobrious import, 'are
“tranflated from the country. - Be this as

it may, the impotent and the aged are. .
colle(ted together 1n thefe Houfes; not -

the profligate. and. debauched ; thefe are
left to the civil Magiftrate and the Laws:

Y 43 e

if haply any of thefe are at any time here;

they are in apartments-where the children

‘never come, and their behaviour is care-.
| fully adverted to. The children are
moftly taken from the Parifh-houfes, thofle

filthy nurferies of fhamelefs and aban-

doned vice; anid no where can they fee
more. corrupt examples. Here. they fee’

the. males and females of every age {epa-

' rately lodg’d; hence they acquire a fenfe
| of decency : fome grave and fober per-
| {ons, their malfters and governing matrons,
| are ever with them, to reflrain the wan-

tonnefs of ,yo_uth‘; ‘and. the fear of God,

diligently ‘inculcated on their tender
T R PNIRT o - munds;
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minds, is we hope to them the beginning W an d othier Hofpitals are brought up pealy 1
of motal wifdom. - o 77 R onthe fame plan; yet are they not thought
I is obje&ted, that in thefe Houlfes the navy: their prefent Cducation is only for Lk
children are brought up too tenderly, fit- f§ afew years, and to habituae them to in- - o
ted indeed for fedentary trades, but ren- &  dullry, till they can be ufhered intothe
‘dered incapable of undergoing the cold & world.” The . children of the laborious oy
o Fatiguds of laborious hufbandry and [§  cottager, accuftomed from their infancy |
 a&ivedife.. | to the open fields and the objeéts of their 5
e e e T future employment, are doubtlefs beflt - L
. Tur comparifon can only lie between [ - trained for works of hufbandry; andthis ~  ©
. thefe children, and thofe taken from the § - ‘makes it defirable that thefe Houlfes had TE
Parifh-Houfes : the latter, for. want of ne- [ larger. portions of land to occupy, that o

- ceflary food and covering, are emaciated, - § . the more firong, hardy, and adtive’ of the o

e itieed, amd it for any [ boys might be more employd inrural la-

work ; for want of inftrution they are Ji ‘bour. - L RN

~ ignorant of all goodnefs; and the evil ‘B -~ o

- praétices, in which they are early initiated, - - It is objeted that thefe local and par- | ;

harden them to vice: the honeft farmer i tial Aéts, as they are called, are uncon- ;

. knows this, and fcruples to admit.them B ftitutional, contrary to. the genius of our = = '
into his family. The children of thefe [ - laws, and fubverfive of the liberty of the ‘

' | fubjett. This deferves attention. - .

‘Houfes are well fed, lively,. and ftrong. ‘L
If you plant, would you take your trees §I - Y S -
from the bleak and barren watfte, or from & Our Poor Laws began firft to be re-
'the fheltered nurfery? Their hours of § duced to their prefent fyftem, and were
~play, in which they are obliged to be a- F. taken up with the true {pirit of tegiflation, - o
“broad, their -cafual employment in the || by Henry VIL who confined the Poor to -
“garden and fields belonging to the Houfe, || -the place of their abode.  Henry VII.
nure them to the air, and render ‘them }| :-provided for their fupport. Edward VI, -
~more fit for the labours of hufbandry than || ~appointed ecach.tenantry or cottage pro- o
~ this objc—i‘&iongfuppofes;‘ It \has'be;enyobé »v:giec_l; for them a Workhoufe in-little. -
ferved that the children in the ‘Orphan- § Elizabeth enlarged this plan, by empow- ‘
ST ' ‘ ’ an 4 . B O : ‘cring‘
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‘ eﬁ‘ng the Overleers to place 4molre fémilies;' .
7 She alfo by

" than one in”each cottage. by
two Aéts, g5 Eliz. ¢. 7. and 39 Eliz:c. 5.

~encouraged the erecting and meorporating -
Hofpitals; Maifons de Dieu, Abiding-places
~or Houles of Correttion, as well for the
~relief and fupport of the maimed or Impo-
 tent people, as to fet the Poor. to-work. ..

“And this laft A&t was ‘made perpetual by
21 Jac. €, 1.

Lord C. J. Hale calls thefe
 Houfes. “ the beft kind of Hofpitals:”
certainly they are: -and had Vernon Lived

in the days of’ canonization, the Britifh

| Admiral had probably been .enrolled a

faint, -and the conqueft of Porto ‘Bello

been lefs celebrated than ‘the ereCtion ef

the Maifon de Dieu at Nacton. The Sta-

tute of g Geo. c. 7.18 well known. Thele

Houlfes then are not unconftitutional, nor

contrary to the genius of our laws. -

Bu liberty ! the very word has mufic
- oanit, tho’ its notes are frequently 1rregu-
lar and wild: let us then endeavor to

bring them into harmony.—All men have

by nature a right.to all’ things : Liberty
15 the power of exercifing that right this |

.fL}f@Iy;'is not the liberty tor which the o=
jeGtor contends. The very idea of. civil
liberty fuppoles reftraint; notthe refiraint

- of th.@:ITG_COY"lﬁant,»,unlamo‘Nn,‘junceiﬁtam, -
- rarbitrary will of another; this 18 tyranny;

but t}‘lC:":rfe{)('i"aint of fuch laws as the- 1eg‘i; .
flative power of the community fhall have

enaéted, according to the truft put in it.

" No fociety can {ubfift without {fome re-.
Qraint; no reftraint is here eftablithed,
put what is neceflary to the good order
of the fociety : the old failors in Green-

wich Hofpital, the maimed vetéran in

Chelfea, the children in Chrift’s and the

.

| Foundling Hofpitals, aré all, and mutt be, -
| under reflraint ‘and rule. But let us €x-

amine this clofer. ‘The inhabitants of thefe
Houfes are children, the impotent, and

| theaged: that children ought to be under

proper reftraint ‘will ‘be acknowledged ;

+ but here they are allowed two hoursin
. the day for play, and more when their
induftry deferves it: Infirmity and age

are of them{elves a confinement; but {fuch

L as ha’ve the abil'ity to- go"oLLt are never:
* denied a proper liberty; neither 1s the

Governor conftituted the Judge of that

propriety, but the weekly Committee. If

any idle or diforderly perfons are at any

time here, they can.have no jult cauie to
“complain, as the lenit

of thefe efteblifh-
ments provides them the comforts of food,

" cloaths, and -lodging, -and refcues them
from the miferies, the horrors of a Bride-
well, to which the juflt laws of the in-
Jured comlmunifty a{ﬁgnt them. .

R g

Bur




el

 Bur this objetion is founded upon 4
generous principle, a juft abhorrence of

the Statute of g Geo. c. 7. the error is in

not diftinguifhing  between two inftitu-

tions fo widely different. The 1 Edw. VI,

the Poor than this Statute, which empow-
ers the Overleer to cram them 1nto a nar-
row, nafly Workhoufe, and to contract

with any perfon to lodge, keep, and

maintain them. The fund of fuch Houle
“is not_{uflicient to redeem them from
“their filthy rags; nor the capacity of it to

furm{’h them With Convenient’ . decent,

“and diftin&t apartments; but the young

the old, the virtuous the profligate, the |

" fick the healthy, the clean the unclean,
“huddled together, and inhaling a ftagna-
ted and putrid air, deplore their mifera-
“ble fituation; which receives  its utmoft
aggravation from their irremediable: fer-
‘vitude to the Contractor, fome low-heorn,

Afelfith, furly ruffian, from whofe fordid

‘tyranny  there is no- appeal, no redrels,

grave. Ifany Workhoufe is under a bet-

_ter regulation, it 1s owing to the humanity -

“of one or more Gentlemen that dirett its

management, not to any provifo in the
A&. Whether the Direftors -and Guat- |
y be, by }

- dians of the Houfes of Induflr

!
i
i
‘%
$
i
1

this k.

[ 53]
farming. out :their Poor, or not, it. were

were inferted in every future Bill, were

| intentions, and to fatisfy the public: On

| the fathe principle it were to be wifhed

ted; And that alfo, whereby . they may

and fuch unneceflary detention, tho’ it

-

1 mg that falu_talfy‘purqu‘e‘.:

 AnoruER confideration remains, not

fidence, an aflociation of ideas, a 'p'ar-tial
affeftion to one particular fpot, is wedded

this Statute, vefied with the power of
to-be wifhed. that a PTCVentiVC Claufe-

, | it only to vindicate the integrity of their
wears indeed a more ferocious air, but & nt '
is not more barbarous and oppreflive to 3
| that the Claufe, which empowers them to
| contra&t with any perfon for employing
all the: Poor within the Houlfe, were omits

yernor of ;the;H;oufe;- one end_.of_ the in:
flitution being to make fiich children ufe- -
full to the' community as {foon as may be; -

has nothing oppreflive in it, little anfwer-

properly indeed an objedtion, buta plea
' of good nature. It may fometimes hap:
| pen that the honeft, induftrious cottager, -
| now incapable of labour and reduced te.
( ‘ | 5, §1 alk for {upport; by a long continued re=
till the unhappy fufferers repofe in the | ’ 1ati

to his little habitation; to divorce him
from it would be cruel; he raifed that -

hedge ; he planted that tree; or fome un-
| accountable -attachment hangs upon  his
|\ mind; in the church-yard of his v‘ill'il;g,e A
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} . lies. his wife, a fon, or a darling daugh- =} men of rank and fortune, of underftand-
i ter. All this indeed is ideal : ‘but many | ing and integrity, who difcharge the duty
?,i'[ggg;;g@mw- of our acuteft pains and f{ublimeft doas § ON pngc%ples;qf humanity, ‘good policy,
,gw _exift only in 1dea. It is a prejudice: but B and religion, whilft it lellens the public
s it is founded in’human nature; and from . B expence {upports them under a regular

this prejudice the nobleft of our paflions, §& ,and;wcll-orderedt government with a de~ .

‘the love of our country arifes. Might not | cency due to our fellow-creatures, fellow-

this rural veteran be favoured with a lit- | {ubjefls, and fellow Chriftians. .
tle relief in his favorite cottage? It can- (PRI S A
not be expefted that the A& can provide § - ‘Burt, it may be afked, if thefe Houfes
for his cale; but the Guardians and Di- | 2ar¢ fo advantageous,. fo friendly to the
reftors can; they are his neighbours; they [ Poor, whence comes their unconquerable

- know him and his merit; he never can +averfion to them? The caufes of this are

~ want fome friendly voice to plead his | various. Some are grown old in profli-

~ caufe; the circumftance will feldom hap- [ 83CY and licentioufnefs; thefe hate to be
pen; an indulgence to it can be attended | reformed, and would not be controuled. -

~ with no ill canfequence; he f{urely will | | Ignorance, and a diftruft of their future
not be refufed;. the philanthfopy of an b ﬁtuati'on,jmi_xe‘df with fomething of deli-
Englifh Gentleman cannot refufe him. - cacy, operate on many. An abject grove-
T e t ling fordidnefs of mind binds fome to
Frowm thefe confiderations- it. appearg b their prefent filthy hovels. Many have

which commits the management of them |} been taught, wickedly taught, ‘to look
te the Parifh Overleers; that the ‘Magil- | = UPoR this Houle as a Workhoufe on-a lar-

~ trate often 1n. their'_grea_teﬁ? diftrefs has || 8°r {cale, and more {evere; hence their |

not the power to redrefs them; and if || minds are,'terriﬁed with apprehen’ﬁt)ﬁs_'of

Inore POWer was given him, the exertion | cruel whippings,. imprifonment, chains,

“of it muft increale the Poors Rate, and be L _dungeons, - ) L
more oppreflive to the inferior trade{man | ‘
~and little occupiers . that this plan, by
. committing .the care of them to Gentle- |
o ’ ' men g

| ’Go‘rgc.)nsp "aﬁd’ Hydras, and Chiméi-as Idifev_:

We know the clamour, confufion, “and

I

e

that the prefent miferable fituation of the - known, all have heard of the horrid prac- o
Poor arifes from the Defect of the Laws, || tices of the Workhoule; and they have

E4 Cyiots,
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siots, which were raifed againft the build-
ing of the Houfe at Bulcamp; we know

too that the experience of eight years has

conquered all their prejudices, and that
they now are as fond of the Houfe as
ever.they were averfe to it : but this may
be carried too far; prudence directs usto
cultivate in the loweft-minds a ‘conicious.

{enfe of the fup@riorty’of'honeﬁ induflry,

and a repugnance to any dependence but

on.the labour of their own hahds.

. Turse confiderations are addrefled not

~only to the Gentlemen of Norfolk; (where
this humane {pirit is now awake, ‘and
. many‘.qtherlﬂqndreds- wait with earneft

impatience for the reception which the

Petition of the Hundreds of - Mitford |

and Launditch fhall meet with in Parlia-

ment) but to all the Gentlemen of Eng- "

land; becaufe, tho  each Houlfe operates
in its little diftrict, yet to the general,
~univerfal inflitution of them throughout
~the kingdom, and to that only, are we
to look up for an abolition of one evil
‘that has difgraced our civil police from

the éarlieft antiquity to the prefent hour, -

I mean that of vagrant men dicancy'. Could
penal laws have remedied this grievance,
* 1t had not remained for our conifideration;

our.anceftors were not deficient in feve-

. .1ity; imprifonment in the ftocks for three
o N ~ days

(571

ter, bloody fcourgings, pillories, ampu-
ration of ears, were its punifhmentsof olds:

but thele were tender mercies to’ the cru-

elty: of + Edw. VI. c.'g. ~The reader,

who- is not acquainted with that ftatute,’
will be ftruck with aftonifhment at -the:
erufal of it.  The- preamble ,Well expref-

| fesidlenefs and-‘vagabpndri‘e,* ~i_tt's_¢mifc_h~i‘¢'-- -
Yous effets, and the inefficacy of former -

laws to reprefs it; then the --Vagaborie% is
defcribed: as one that does not offer him-

| felf to labour with any man that will take

him to work, though only.for meat and

drink ; ~or after being fo takento work

fhall leave it, or run away from fuch

mafter; then {uch mafter; or any other
perfon efpying the fame, fhall bring lim
to two of the next Juftices of theé Peace
there refiant or abiding, who upon proof
or confeflion of the party fhall immedi-

“ately caufe the {ame loiterer to be marked

with a hot iron in the breaft, the marke

| of V. and adjudge him to fuch- pres
fentour to bee his {lave for the {pace g)f -
' o the faid

two yeeres; “who, only .giving

Alave” bread and water, or fmall’ drinke;
and fuch reffufe of meate as he {hall thinke’
meete, fhall caufe him to worke by beat-

| ~ ing, cheining, or otherwife, in’fuch worke
1 and labour (how yile focver-it-be) aihhﬁ ,,

days and three nights, and’ there ‘to have -
none other {uftenance but breéad and wa-
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| fhall put him unto. - And if fuch flave’
 fhall runne away, ‘his matfter fhall purfue.. B
and fetch him’ back, and punith fuch '

faulte by cheines or beating; and prov-

ing {uch offence before two Juftices, they

thall caufe fuch flave or loiterer to bee

o marked on the forehead, or the ball of
the cheeke with an hot iron with the figne
of an' S. that he may be knowne for aiTOi-.:

terer and.a run away,. and .thall ‘adjudae‘~ ,

the loyterer and run away to be the faid

; A - N .
mafter’s {lave for ever.. If hee runne a-.

way the fecond time; fuch faulte fhall be

: adjudged felonie, and {uch runne awa;
being lawfully indited and atteinted, or
otherwife, be condemned to {uffer pairies"

- of - death, as other felons ought to doe,—

Elizabeth ordered that vagabonds be grie-

‘vouily . whipped, and burned thro’ the

‘griftle of the right ear with a hot iron of
'the_compafs of an inch, unlefs fome cre-
- dible perfon will take him into fervice
~ for a year. If he after do again fall into

a roguifh life, he fhall fuffer. death as a

felon, unlefs fome credible perfon will -
take him into {ervice for two years. And H

if he fall a third time into a roguifh life
he fhall ‘be adjudged a felon.—Thefe
~are afts-of ferocity that would: thock an
'HQrdeof | :Sa,viages-, } The‘ge,'ntler fpirit{of |
,mqfierp ‘times has foftened thefe rigors;
‘whipping, confinement in the Houle of
R - ~ Correttion

]

* . us in the midft of judgement to remem-

- [l :
Corre&ion till the next feflions, then a re-:
moval to the place of their fettlement, 18

their punifhnent by the prefent laws; but:
| even this is too fevere, and therefore but. -
| deldom executed; and as this unhappy.

clafs of people are not confidered as juil

| objetts of political care, they are fuffered.
to wander at large, andlevy their contri--

butions with impunity.. Many of them

* are real travellers to a diftant. home, and:

through improvidence, accident; ficknels,

! or.fome othet pitiable or pardonable cir-

cumflance, ar¢ objetts of real compaflion.
Some. of them are:driven out by -the 1n-

'attention OF tk')bdura_cyof the Parith' Ofli-

cer to beg a precarious fubfiftence from
‘door to door. Many, and I fear the great- :
eft part, are what our old laws deemed
them, valiant and fturdy beggars, wretches
that prefer a fordid idlenefs to honefl la-

 bour.  But when the miferable object
“implores our charity in the f{treets, or

.

fixes himf{elf a breathing ftatue of mifery

~at our doors, we cannot always diftin-
guifh the fititious from the real diftrefs;

Sot to relieve is unkindnefs enoughs to

~punifh with whipping, or confinement 1.

the dolefull \prifon—houfe', revolts our na-
‘ture; the voice of polity may diftate a
- different language, but humaqity whif~
pers “ he is a'man;” and religion infpires.

b
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‘ber mercy. Therefore one preventive
law is more wife and effettual than twen-
ty penal. Were Houles of Indultry uni-

verfally eftablithed, and open for their.
reception, where they are not fubjetted -

to any cruel or injurious treatment, where

~fimple confinement from their lawlefs -
courfes ‘and a moderate employment n.

{ocial and reputable labour is their only
punifhment, many doubtlefs would thank-

Fully accept a fhelter in this hofpitable

- afylum, and become ufefull members of
~the community ; and to compell them all

to come in would be an a& of real cha-

rity. But if the gentlenefs of the govern-
ment, and the bleflings that await ‘them,
here, cannot correét their judgements and

‘convince - them of ‘their welfare, if their

lazinefs is-incorrigible, or their ferociouf
nefs not to. be fubdued, they might be

“configned over to {everer laws, and defz

tined to perpetual confinement and . per-
- petual labour. Our laws however would

be vindicated from this ftain, the admi-

 niftration of them be freed from cenfure,

and the kingdom delivered from the moft
difgracefull; profligate, and mifchievous
of 1ts people.- S e L

- LET me.be»iﬁdulggd- in ;anotherfconﬁ:' |
~deration, In refpett to the {ubfiftence of"

| the Poor,. the firft wifh of humanity i8,

that
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;, tghat' é\‘féry man may be:enable‘d‘by; hig

induftry. and frugality to procure a decent

 and comfortable- fubfiftence for himielf.

| andghtis family : as this cannot Always be,
" the next wifh is, that every one mdy have

this -decent and comfortable {ubfifience
gljovided for him: this is effe€tually done
Y

-the Houles of Induftry W.ithinv thc.i.;t-
refpe&ivediﬂri&s,’ which evinces their

general utility. - The. former powet, tho’
Cever to be renderd univerfal in {fuch a

flate as that:of human life, where vice

and folly muit feel their attendant mife-

" ries, and accident and misfortune may
happen to all, might poflibly be muchen-

larged, and extended to a degree not rea-

Cdily to be conceived: more happinels

might -be »,produced. ; €very: prgmlfe of
happinefs. to man deferves attention from
man. =~ C R

- In our confideration of the morals of

"the Poor, the firft thing that firikes us 15

their infolence, and. licentioufnefs, their
indecent contempt-of {ubordination, ther
diffipation, and ‘profiigacy ‘abroad, therr

ignorance, irreligion, infenfibility and {or- .
did mifery in their houfes. DBefore we

think of happinefs for them, we mult
‘think of a remedy for thele evils; mner

.o . . . . B N . .(:
“can this be applied with any hopes of
- fuccefs, till we have inveffigated and

found o

LAY
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found the ¢aufe of them. We remember
~when this was afcribed to Gin; that has

long been fupprefled, yet the evil re-

mains. Next the Alehoufe has been re-

prefented as ““the infernal manfion, where -

¢ the demons of avarice, extravagance,.

e fury, and- prophanenefs hold their per-- B |

<< petual refidence ; -and whence the de--

¢« mons of famine and difeafe iffue, like:
¢ a ftrong man armed, to defolate the
43

cottages of the hamlet, or the fireets

< of the city:"* This is a melancholy ',
truth; but it is a confequence, rather:

than a caufe: the matter muft be taken

deeper. =

I the ﬁrﬁ'pfac'e thé-h,’k the Laws thém.;."""

felves are made an occafion of ‘the: evils

we complain of. If any unhappy female,
whofe paflions are too firong for her rea-

fon and her virtue, once fuffers her loofe

fieﬁres to get'dominion, {he is totally and
" irretrievably undone; with an allowance

of eighteen-pence a week to maintain her-

{elf and child, abandoned to infamy and

‘want, {he becomes defperate and, profli-

.gate, and now makes a trade of that vice,
which at firft was a pitiable weaknefs. -

“This awakes the Overleer to interpofe his
~charitable offices ;" an- hufband ‘muft be

o provided v

. * Obfervations on the prefent State of the parochial and |
~wagrant Poor. R '
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fhe becomes the bride of fome miferable
object of her difgu®t and averfion, who
for a treat and a little money accepts the

year the fruitfull mother of a legitimate

progeny of fuch infamous marriages needs
not be defcribed.—The intelligent reader

~ will obferve that Houles of Induftry held |

out a remedy to thisevil. ~

' Tae Aﬁfuaﬁdﬂ of the _child.r-én of th@
4 Poor in general has. already been defcri~

‘bed. Trained up in ignorance, ‘naked-

b | nefls, hunger, and ﬁlsthinefs,‘unprincipled

‘in any fchool but that of lazinefs, pilfer-

ing, and vice, untintured with any fenfe
of decency or religion, ‘their advancing
_years .at Tength- caill ‘them out into the
world; they carry with them: the habits

" of their education, and whether fervants,

‘apprentices, ot laborers, are idle, ditho-
neft, and diffolute. They are however

1 fufceptible: of the fofter paffions; they -
| marry, and propagate a like progeny ¥
1 like manner to dilgrace; diforder, and

burden the community.

provided for her, no matter who, fo that
his fettlement be in another parifh; and-

yielding fair, and leadsher in triumph to
| 1is own manfion, where fhe becomes eaclr.

baftard.  The fituation of the unhappy



B T B
. Ir any of thefe; tempered of nature’s
“fineft clay and formed in her favorite

* iold, emerges from this fink of .corrup-.

tion, and by fome happy *circumitance
becomes a fervant in a reputable family,
where he acquires ideas of decency, in-
‘dultry, frugality, and réligion, what is

the profpett before him? One fhort {en-
tence will exprefs it, < he muft-work, and §
¢ he muft ftarve.” Every encourage: §

ment is taken away, every avenue to a
- more . comfortable fubfiftence 1s choaked

‘up. Our wifer forefathers left little cot- |

tages, and little portions of land annexed.
- tothem, as incitements to their {ervants,
and rewards of their good condutt; to

thefe, after their period of approved fer-
~vice, they were permitted to-retire; they .

looked up to their malter as their greatelt

beriefadior; they enjoyed themfelves with §

fomething of their .own; their ~houfes
were happy {cenes of domeftic content,
and little nurferies of a {fucceflive race of
Jaborious, frugal, and honelt fervants.
“Qur ruinous parfimony has demolifthed
‘thefe cottages, and united thetr little pre-
cinéts to the great farm; which now, like
Aaror’s Rod, is become a Serpent, and
~has fwallowed up all the reft, leaving hu-
* manity and good policy, as well: as poer
_try, to lament the deferted Village®.

" % The late Earl of Leicefter, being complimented upos
. ’ N (e 3 - . N

the §

foon after.
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 Our next view of this hopefull young
man {fhows him enamoured of fome vil-
Jage beauty : the favoured Fair has the
fine features and delicate complexion of-

our lovely country women; they make

an impreflion upon his- heart; - he mar-

ries, and enters the. Wpr’ld,w'ith' all- the
vivid ideas of love heightened with the

inexperience of a youthfull imagination.
“The firft year. brings him a child; he 1s

proud of it, exerts his indufkry with dou-

‘ble vigor, and is yet happy: The next
‘year brings him. another child, the next

another, and {o on, till now he finds that

the moft unabated labour but ill {upplies

~the neceflities of his increafing family:
by this time alfc he has made another,
‘and a more cruel difcovery; he has dif-
covered that his wife is ignorant and 1m-

provident, a {iranger to domeflic cecono-

‘my, and unacquainted with the ufe of
 the needle; his children are 1ll fed, un-
| taught, filthy, and in rags; he blamies his
wife’s mifcondu&t, and negligence; fhe.
- recriminates; and :
. . F T to

the poor man wonders

_ the completion of his great defign at Holkham, replied,
~ ¢ Tt is a rselancholy thing to ftand alone in ones country
¢ look round ; not an-houfe is to be feen, but mine ; 1

5

"¢ am Giant of Giant Caftle, and have eat up all. my -
~“ neighbours.” The expreffion was ftrong, but it mark-
‘ ‘His Lordfhip in- =
tended to have peopled. the country, but unhappily he.dizd

ed the {trong fenﬁbi’lity" of his heart.

/
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to find himfelf unhappy ; hence he re-
pairs to the Alehoufe, and drinks oblivion
to his cares; he there mingles with the
diffolute and abandoned, by degrees be-
comes one of them, {inks from poverty
- and vice to lower degrees of both, till at’

length we find him and his diftrefled fa- - §

~ mily in one of thofe wretched tenantries,
which the Overfeer has legally provided
- for the miferable Poor. R

- .FroMm hence we derive the caufe; to
" this we muft apply the remedy. ‘The
"Houfe of Induflry, it may be {aid, was
calculated for this purpofe, and fully an-
© {wers the defign. The obfervation is al-
lowed 1n 1ts full extent: yet it is our 1n--
tereft to take care that this Houle be not -
over-burdened; and our duty to protect

thole honeft and frugal families which  }!

fupport themfelves independent of that
Houfe. If this prote&ion can be admi-
niftered to them without expence, and
only with a little pleafing attention, 1t de-
ferves to be adverted to. FEEE IR

e« The life of maﬁ (fays the benév_olé;nf |

.« Hanway) whether he be of fixty years,

¢ or only . fix days ftanding, 'is equally
< facred.  The young, inftead of being
¢ the leaft, are the moft valuable to the
“ community. “The glory of thewolr.lg',

. , o e like
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¢« like the rifing fun, {prings. from' the
£ growv1ng-:ﬁrength, beauty, and mental
¢« powers of a rifing generationj.” —To

call forth, to cultivate, to dire&t thefe
mental powers, fhould therefore be our

firft care. If religion has any influence

on morals, and good morals contribute

to the happinefs of the community, this
ought to be made their earlieft and moft
important leffon. The fear of God is the
beginning of wifdom: and where this is

not taught, in vain will you inculcate the

fear of man; a contempt of the laws and

“a ferocious licentioufnefs takes place, and

tramples upon good order and rational Ii-
berty. | R

" To remedy this,;aproper {chool thould |

be eftablithed in every parifh, under. the
direttion of well-qualified perfons, " to -
which all the Poor of that parifh {hould
be obliged to fend their children conftant-
ly. Much learning 1s not neceflary ; but
they {hould be taught to read the Bible;
‘they fhould be imprefled with an early
knowledge and veneration of God, as'

" _thgi Creator and Governor of the World;
with a fenfe of their duty to him, as ‘ac-

‘countable to'his laws; of his goodnefs in

 the redemption of the world; of the ne-

ceflity of holinefs to happinefs; of* the
vefurreCtion from the

F 2 - of

dead, of the day



of jUC{g’émcnt, and life everlafling. In
this {chool all the females fhould be taught

to knit and few, to qualify them for their

own domeftic occafions hereafter; their
“earnings would focn pay for their teach-

ing, and be moreover a comfortable aflift-  §
The boys, in like

‘ance to their parents. | ;
‘manner, under the direétion of fome fo-

ber man advanced in years, fhould fome
“hours each day be employed abroad; they

might at properfeafons gather ftones, pull
g L Prop . g , P

up weeds, wield their little mattocks 1n -

1

the high-ways, or be engaged in any fer-

vice {uitable to their abilities, that trains

them up to indufiry; their carnings in
like manner to pay for their teaching,

and the overplus given to their parents.
‘Every Sunday they {hould be obliged to

attend their ‘mafter or mifirels to the

‘church. ' It cannot be doubted but that

every Gentleman-in each parifh, every
Farmer of an humane and benevolent

‘courage, and direct this little feminary of
yural fimplicity, and religious education.

~ Frowu hence at a proper, age they would

“be taken into fervice; by their being
inured to indufiry, trained to obedience,

" -and ‘brought ‘up in the faith ‘and fear of'
“Ged, all poflible fecurity is given for

their,

- difpofition, and particularly every Cler-
gyman, would with pleafure attend, en-

e oo i v iR
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~ their fidelity and good behaviour. At

the age of 16 for the females, at 18 for
the males, their wages (hould be limited
ot fomewhat a lefs price than ‘the farmer
now gives, fora reafon that will {oon be |
mentioned. If their fervice any of
them {hould be turbulent; unruly, and
refrattory to their mafter’s commaunds, he
fhould apply to the Direttors and Guar-

| dians of the Houfe of Indufiry at their

next weekly Committee, who upon proof’
of the complaint (hould take them 1into.

the Houfe, and keep them there for the

- remaining: part of that year.—

—~If they

behave well intheir {ervice, at the expi-

~ ration of their year thelr ‘mafter fhould -
give them a certificate of their

good be-
“haviour; ot {how caufe before a magiitrate
why he refufes it. When fuch perfons
marry, they fhould bear fuch certificates

" to the Churchwardens of the parifhes in

“which they were granted, and be intitled
to receive for each certificate a certain

premium, fuppole 15 or 20s. Lo be raifed

| 8 by rate upon fuch perfons only in the pa-

“1ifh as ufually keep fervants. This would

‘be no burden upon the farmer, as his thare

would be faved by the limitation of
‘wages: it would be a great ‘encourage- .
ment to fervants to behave faithfully and
‘obediently ; -and would enable them, to
oot enter

e -.ﬁ..«q-,.m}
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. Axp here it is much to be wiflied rhar
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to their virtuous conduct throughout their
lives. ~Encouragement 1s the foul of .
‘duftry ; an indufirious and frugal peafan-
_try is the glory of the country ;
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“enter upon the married {tate with comfort
,*and dCLfA"r R R oo

fome encouragement might be conti;

the co they de-
ferve every reafonable faviour that can be

thown them. What then if the Gentle-
" man, the humane, the benevolent Gen-

‘tleman, the friend, thé patron, the pro--
" teftor of this truly valuable clafs of men;,-

fhould rebuild the demolifhed cottage, re-

- people the defolated village, and - replace
the faithfitfl fervant in the flation our

forcfathers’ affigned his humble. merl ?

That ftation was ‘a decent dwelling, and
the occupation of a few acres of land.’
The large occupier mult have his conftant

laborers, befides his" domeftic fervants;
and to whom can he better affign that la-
bouy, than to the man who has been faith-
Rilland diligent in hishoufe? Suppofe then

on every farm that employs a conftant
laborer, and {o in proportion to {uch la- §
‘borers - employed, “a little cottage were
“built, a little portion of pafture land an-
~ nexed to it; the Cecils, the Walfinghams §
of former times affigned four acres at |
lealt; g1 Eliz, c. 7. let us att conftituti- |
S I ~ onally,

| of p'ofﬁblé benevolence,

dairy . _ |
his labour with pleafure; with -pleafure -

- [ 7‘1, 1

“onally, and adhere to the genius of our

laws. - A little money'would_emét‘?thiS
building, and the rent pay ample intereft
for it. - We have beforeen.deavour’d"to;
raife the honeft occupier a fmall fund to
enable him to ftock this little farm : this

cow, fays he, is MY OWN; there is more |

mufic in thofe two fhort words, than in

a1l the notes of Roflignole.: The wife at-

_t.ends to this little bufinefs, and the daugh-

fer is early initiated in the ‘work of the
: at night the hufband returns from

he looks over his little domain; his chil-
dren are come home {rom their {chool, he,
wonders at their improvement, and be-

| holds them with tranfport; he feels no
| want; he finds every thing neat and com-
| fortable around him, and becomes every.

day more temperate, more frugal, more.
induftrious, to fecure the continuance of
the happinefs he now enjoys.. .~

Tuese ideas of benevolence, good or-

| der, and happinefs: may by many, be
| thought vifionary, and even. romantic ;

they may be fo: yet they are interefling
to the human heart, and give one’s mind.
at leaft a pleafure beyond that of the moit
refined voluptuoulnefs: yet they are ideas
| poflible good or-
der, and poflible happinefs. If they are

- o i ~treated
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redit of an obf{cure individual isatrivial ||
{acrifice, where a public good is.1nx view: |
it is pollible they may appear: to.fome

treated with contempt and ‘ridicule, the’ |

‘Gentleman of large eftate. and: extenfive

humanity in the fame light they ‘appear to
him, who may vealize ‘thele ideas, and

‘that on a better plan;. and. if only one

fingle village, one- {ingle family, or one
fingle perfon be hereby: made ‘more Vir-
tuous arid more happy, he will think that

. he has not wrote, that he has not lived in- |

U




