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Printed by JOSEPH MALLETT, 59, ‘Wardour Street, Soho.

My pear Sz,

IN complying with your request to state
in writing my opinion of the present Corn

Laws, and to suggest any alteration therein

that may occur to me as an 1mprovement,
I will cconfine the few observations I have

to submit to your consideration, to the re~

gulations which concern the smportation of

wheat. 'The laws enact, as you know, that

whenever the average "price of the six
weeks previous to certain stated quarterly
periods shall be at or above eighty shil-

lings per quarter, the ports shall open to

importation for the three following months*,

* The Act direéts, in case the averag;a price of the six
weeks after the ports are open should be below eighty
shll]mgs, that the importation from certam specified fos
reign parts shall then cease.
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ngrowth of Wheat in Great Britain.
it would be extreme bad policy to makeany
]aw that would have a contrary tendency,
cons1der1ng that the consumptlon of * this
necessary article of' food in Great Brltam

'is estimated at twelve m1lhons of quarters ;

prlce may run in the interim.

h ‘Thls regulatlon was made to encourage the

Indeed

dnd that the greatest quantity “ever im-
ported in any one year, aided by a bounty,
yu;drd not, 1 believe,. exceed one-s1xth part ‘of
_A tha,t quantlty ‘ | g

It is now generally admltted that the prlce
Yof elghty shillings is too high ; “for it niay
happen, that the pI’lC‘e of the fifth and sixth
”;;‘/:veek prev1ous to-a qua,rterly period, will be

one hundred shlllmgs or upwards, although |

“the average of the six weeks may be under

elghty 5 and if only a fraction below that

prlce no lmportatlon can take place till the

next quarterly perlod however hlgh the

RES A

These are the two most 1mp01 taiit ob—

E_qua,rter

‘.jﬂhave already made such reductlon '_ o |
A e, second oéjerlzon may also be ob-w

\;-_;___%wmted by enactmg, ﬂzat i the average
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Jectlons to the present laws, viz. the high

dimit - of elo'hty shillings, and the probable
| consequences to be apprehended 1f the 1m—

;E;below 1t The last DbJeCtIOIl mdeed Wlll

| Stapply to any price that may be substltuted

. f'or ezghty Both ObJeCtIOIlS may, 1t 1s con—

~~~~~~~

,.,_the lmportatlon to ( szxty fbm’ sﬁzllmgs j per

whlch con51der1ng the moderate

prlces of agucultural labour and the re-'

tduced taxes,

_spirit of cultlvanon would not. thereby be
_.%checked the rents being proportlonably re-
duced; to. whlch the land proprletors under--
..existing circumstances, could not reasonably

,iob‘]ect ; indeed it is well kriown, that many

i

price of the jfour weeks subsequent to

:‘_;cmy quarterly pemod l/zat a’oes not open

it may be presumed the'

|
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theports.should. advance. o ¢ sixty=eight

(slgdlmg&) per- quarter; a - portion- of ithe
aheat .. under. bond  shall be::released;
and-if’, the average price of - the nextfour
aveeks should continue : at: or - above. ;sixty-
ezgkt shiilings, a further quantity.shall
-also be released, and the sume regulation

o iextend to. the third. month.;: say:four

portatwn to be general for tke tiwee jbl-
Hlowing months.. The knowledge: ofi:this

:Tegulation would check;«undue\usp_eculqtmn,

sand prevent any material sudden rise in the

jprices; for it will always happen,. that

:some considerable quantity will..be..in: the
bonded .»Warehouse_s,_: especially when the
sweekly prices in the British markets indi-

-cate a probability that the average will

+advance to the opening. price. - With.the
-proposed reduction in the prices that .govern

e

%the“‘hmpcrtatlon (a* proportlonate raductdh’

bsinis: of ‘eiirse made | inthe” ptices: 68, "‘
K bs&i!iéy, “oats, beans, and- peas,) and‘ with ¥hi’
"Tégulatfons* Suggested it does 16t occut*‘to}‘

11ie, that ‘the' present law can be' reasonably
Yobjected:to: - It'says-to the public;: as"Mr.
sGhatles: Smith: has “well- observed inlis
“tpakts)»¢ bernotialarmed at the prospect‘of
ahdaipelis pi‘lceé‘m case of*a deficient harvest 3
Whfobeiftthey should ‘rise toa certain rate,
“hpréeviotisto the ‘Hext quarterly period; the
Aiports Shall open®:to importation.””And

- efithe farmhers it says, “be not discouraged

by lany. temporary fall in prices;which
eed the ‘quantity imported may occasion ; “fér
Istthe ports'shall ‘shut again' at the end*of
welilivee months; if those prices- should thn
o iheiat or below ceftain fixed rates.”: /A,
-Hewéver there are persons, whose opiniciis
lare entitled to the utmost : respect, “Who
ethilé that & system of protecting’ diitiés
‘will*be ‘preferable, T will presume: to state,




8 ;
in a subsequent letter, _some objections that . % . ;*m_f}i:izs BIEOLIDGT taiotpond
haye oceurred:t __\_Y:me agalnst such a system, 3 A'S*ep mbm 5'5”&,”‘18\2‘6 ,
in case you should think that what. 1 have 1 B0y GHBN A1

Sald in this respectmg the exlstmg corn 1aws
is hkely to meet with any attentlon.

| (Signed) CLAUDE SCOTT. i) Pl G

0.: in a former letter my opinion of the-existing
corn laws, and ‘suggested some -alterations
which may contribute to their improve-

‘ment, I now venture, by .your ‘desire, to

i offer some obgervations upon the system of
| protecting duties. . I understand it is pro-
i

posed to admit at all times the importation

of foreign corn, subject to a duty on ‘wheat -

&  of twelve, sixteen, or twenty shillings a
' { quarter, in expectation that such duty, with

freight, insurance, and other charges, will

j prevent .exportation from foreign countries
, | to this, except at‘times when the prices here
g ; will compensate the cultivators there. Cal~
g |

¥
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culations therefore have:‘been madé :of’the

cost of ‘growing wheat in-Poland;and-ethet;
countries-on the Continent, and information:

hassbeen procured of the quantities remain -
ing:swithout -demand -at- sundry: portsioft

éxportation-and parts -adjacent:: Theiqués~

~ tions:that suggest themselves to meparerze

il Whether even the Righest:duty-ment:
tioted a0ill  prevent the inportationioft the’
stocks:remaining on hand at thesportsof’

egportation? ol i rralash o
122 Whether, “of the duty sshould 7vots

prevent their coming here, whats likelyitos

be:the'effect of such additional supplies;in: |
case the state of our own:-harvest should:
- promise 1o satz.gfy the dcmomd at: moderate

Prees? el o st sl nd alisd
408 Whether, 4n.case Qf @’ general
dgﬁewntlmmest.zn Great Britoin, Praneey:
Syidiin; &c. the duty. will not be ‘e b
tosany: supply, wnless the prwes skall
advance focover vst? < oo Daws

1’1"4

-1 iA’s:thé prices continue extremeély low4t

the ports ‘of export, -and - as" wheat lis dof>
acspérishable nature, ' subject to -increasing>
charges to keep-it in condition - forlise;’
there:can be:no doubt that the- ‘pi'o"priet’oi—'s :
will:avail themselves-of the - opportumty of
exporting: it to any country where thereisa

chance:for salei: The duty. in contémpla-

tigh being:an-addition  to freight, & the:
Proportion: of the: stocks that will be: sent:
to England must depend on the demand,:

and: the: “comparative prices - in'* other
countries, where: they will-vary- according;

toithe state of - the harvest in each. - Previz"
'ous:sto- the present, it-is- evident; by the:
very:low prices-and- stagnated  state -ofthe:;
trade in the Baltic, &c. there was no-de=

niand;: anywhere ;--and as, by the latest

advices; ' there' was mo material- alteratmn
eithér in prices or. dema,nd it is- probablé
that:the whole of the stocks. on hand;-as

well as the produce of. the present: harvest,
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’%ﬁvililff*li"e sentf'»'here; fnotwit-hstandingvthp(dut-y

supphes upon the prices..in: our; xmarkats

itnight:continue:for. years, and;;wquld;prqb‘%r

'*b"l‘y cause'so»much‘of*‘the land to beithrown

-out of ‘cultivation, that.the future:deficiency
iof: produce . could . not -be made:sups:. by
~foreign. .supply. - This ‘consideration jalone
““must.show the importance of encouraging
- for the
‘-time has been, when our harvests, and !

:.and relying upon our own growth

~of. France, Spain, &e..were s0 deﬁuent,,and
v the. ‘contest .so, general. to -obtain. -supplies,
+ that a bounty of twenty shillings per, quax-
iter-on wheat (and in proportion on other
--aiticles) was granted by. parliament.to

-rdraw. . them, here. . If .a: similar .case  as

- sto-deficient . crops of  wheat.should, occur

-ilike.the present as to every. other article; of
i~grain and. pulse; the.duty in qgntémﬁlggz%’on
- must:then.be.repealed; or. the pmce'mqm
mearket -must ise. fo cover:;: it y

L know

13
oft#opinions’'being " entertained; thaktif
11 the>wheat in the Baltic; &c: wasito
‘come’there; * it” would be equal "on‘lyff to::a,
fovitweeks consumption; and that it ‘would
Have' ‘but a proportionate effecton the
pi‘lces .+'Those - who - entertam “such’ opin-

\ionsyvare “not ~aware -of ‘the practlcal

gffeet vof even - 'small - additional “quanti-

J>tiézs’“and small deficiencies on the minds ‘of
“thecdealers.

elghty ‘thousand quarters of wheat. should
arrive in’any one week at the port of -Lon-
(,_,don»,.ﬁ-bemg uequal to ten times the quantlty.
) & ,th’erusual»:wée’klylaverage' supply’ ofwour
s9gwn growth, the additional quantity would
olgo affect the minds of the dealers, sellers

ff‘iéff?as;ffiw‘ell’f'as"~-’350yers,‘.’as to' occasion anim-
vismediate considerable fall' on - the prices,
ugaysight: shillings per quarter- from, sup-

\po§e§51xty shillings '*i’:he‘ previous ‘market
wiprice. s Thus the addition of one 150%: part
viigfithe yearly- :econsumption-.of the king-

“Suppose, for -instance, ‘that
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dom, reckoning: that at-twelve: millishs oF
quarters, would reduce the price:atthé"fort

ofarrival one-seventh ; and it is well Known
that:the -prices in all the markets throag kL
out - the country, are governed - by those'at
Liondon. The effect of panic Lias heeticfipt
ther illustrated by Monéieixr"‘Ne‘cker'""in"ﬁ‘m‘é
Treatlse ‘on  the - Commerée of Cornbd

France. « “Suppose,”  he:says;: «

« hundred loaves are pul; intora basketao
¢ supply one hundred soldiers:

at! smpence
‘. “.each; and suppose -it - happen thiat! oné
“day. there are only ninetyznine pufifs

- “.the ]as_t soldier who goes for -his:loaf swill
- ¢:consequently be disappointed ; this being

“.generally known, all the soldiers ‘would

“rush to the basket the next morning ifi“a
“state of alarm ;- advantage being taken'by
4, the-'ba,ker of this panic, he adds a penny

€

;toﬁthe price, Whlch every soldier readily
« pays to secure his loaf.  Thus the defix
“ c1ency of one 100" pa‘rt of the suppl*

“ that One
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¢« immediately: causes an advance of ;otie=

“ #sixih:in the price.” RS i

o ~oIf: these ‘statements should be deemefd
fallacmus, and. opinions should be still mairi:
tpined::that "no . such consequences-: would
follow, that the quantity .imported: would

soon be; disposed throughout the kingdom}

andthat the future .growth abroad will be
regulated’ by the: prices here, and the.im4
portation checked by the duty, I submit,

that,the.first:supposition is contradicted by

the fact; thata considerable quantity of. the

bonded wheat released by Parliament still

And
with. ;respect to the growth of wheat:in

remainsinthe warehouses at London:

Pgla,nd ;-&c. being regulated by. the prices
here, I submit, that the great proprietors:of

l,and-;th@resé  having no, . other. source of :in~

come,; will: continue to . cultivate ity-and

taiisell the. ‘produce at whatever prices it

may.obtain, .in' like manner -as the cherry

ichards .in Keit,. and the apple orchards
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in the cyder counties continue to be pre-
served, whether cherries sell at twopence
~or: at sixpence.per pound, and whether
cyder. sells. at. one pound or five pounds
per hogshead. I do therefore conceive, that
no duty that. can in reason be imposed
- Woﬁld keep out supplies when they are not
- required,. and might , preyent; jtheiricoming
in times of scarcity. when, most wanted,
Upon. a comparison ‘of the two. systems—
that of our present laws ,igyll;h ‘improve-
ments, and that of' Aprotectmg duties—I am
persuaded that the first is hable to the

fewest 0b3;ect10ns.

| ‘(.Signed); CLAUDE SGOTT.

THE END..

JOSEPH MALLETT, PRINTER, WARDOUR-STR.‘E'ET, 80HO, LONDOXN.




