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: 1 H E Reafon of my publifhing the enfuing
'R Charge, does proceed from the Railing \a“n/af
 Ignorance of thofe People -who condemn the Laws
“of ‘the Foreft, and at the [ame Time are én=-
‘tirely Stramgers to the Reafonablenefs of them, and
the Mutigation of the Rigor .of them from Time
to Time, and likewife the. great Authority on

~which they are founded, as they ‘now-ffand in Be=

‘B ing + To the clearing of each of thefe Particulars, -

 and to quiet the Minds of thofe People, ‘whofe.

- Minds are fo warped and " evilly difpofed againft
Foreft in General, and move particularly that of
_ Windfor Fareft, is my Intent in this Prefatory
Difcourfe.” . . ST T
" Having for [ome Years been Steward of the
. Courts within the Forest of Windfor, s bas af-
forded me many Opportunities to look into the Laws
of the Foreit, and Likewife so perufe many lters:
Lo R v ‘ V Aa} .;; . 5 S . '.f12?'
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- to ryle well, being the greateft Care of all,” whe

- 'The PREF A CE,

Sor that Purpofe: And that I may make out whar

o A bave premifed, I [ay that when Men iere much

. muleiplyd, and that wild Beaft were all like to be
- defroyed, [eing all could not eat' of fuch delicate
and ftrengthening Food as old Maac’s favory Difhp
" Venifon, nor all bave the Ufe of the noble Exerv
- ¢ife of Hunting'by the Civil” Laws of many Places,
“ a farther deftroying of them or the Woods and
- Thickets in whichthey had theirCovers was forbidden,
. and they became appropriated yntoKings,as most de-
- ferving,and withal,most heeding their Difports andRew

- ereatsvns, for Recreations being the Refforative of

- Nature, after it has been hara(s'd with Care qnd

© Thinking's and the Cares of gogd: Kings, who fiudy

5

" fhould moré” necd them than fuch Kings. And
 thus I [ay, at laft were Laws made for the Prefer~
- wation-of wild Beafts, and thofe Woods and Thick-
" ets and wafte Places in which they had Covert, and
Officers appointed tafee.thofe Lams executed ;5 and

#f any fhould demand how fuch Laws can be just,

feeing the FeraNatura, by the Law of Nature,
 Which is immutable, belong’d. to every gne whe

gonld take and kzllthem, I [hall advife them . to.
‘veaq Grotius, who [ays, That the! the Law Civil of

any Place cannot either command what the Law of

Nature forbids, or forbid whap the Law of Nature
“commands, yer [omiething may. be allowed of by.the
aw Civil may o -

<

Leaw of Nature, of which the - L il may. o
thermife determing, and then in that Cafe, the ve-

o vy Law of Nature st ﬁlfm;!z._diﬁﬂt%tb,e,-O:’?/éx'zm;zqe ‘

of [uch a Determination : And in another Place

ke [aith, That the Laws Civil of mas# Places have
appropriated the Fera Natura zo their Princes, ef-.

~ pecially thol¢ of the German Race. And thatitmas

[o done here in England, is clear from. that of
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 The PREF ACE:

* BraGon, where he [aith, That by the Common Lawm
-of tlea.ti‘skml,ma the King has in Poffeffion all fuch
~ Things which by the Law of Nasure ought to be

common, as wild Beafts and Fawls which are not

| “tame, and which by the Lew of Natyre may bees

very ones who cancatchthem, Lib. 2.Cap, 24,
And thus I think it evident that the Origin of

Foreft and Foreft Laws is to be derived from, thfe

Times, when the Civil Laws of Nations and King~
doms put-a Stop to the DeStruilion. of wild Beafts

and their Coverts, And as to the Origin of Ens
. ghifhr Forefts and their Antiquity,there is no Doubg -

£0.be made but they began bere g5 in other Plages,

 oamely, when by she Laws of the Kingdom, thick =
- Woeds and wafte Places, and all the Fera Natura
became appr apriﬂt‘d to Kings ; and all others under -

[evere Penaltics, were probibited the killing of thems

~ and how. comman and ufual this was here in Engs
© land appears plainly by Sir Henry Spelmtan,
- The -Catalogue. of the Forelts are allow’d by moft

that  have writ concerning them to be 7o lefs

‘thdn fixty mine in. Number, which is enough'ts
 fhew _bow ufual and common. it was here in Eng-
land for Kings to have their Forest. . And then

as to the Antiquity of t[qé?z{, m)' Lord Coke faith,

 that of this fixty. nine in Number, all (except-the
« mew Foreft in. Hamplhire, erected by William, the

Conguerary and. Hampron-Coust Foreft by Henry

“the VI, Anno-Regni 29, by dutherity of Par-
- liament) ave [a aniient as no Record. ar Hi bory
deth make any. Mention of their Eveltion or Bes

ginmings,

A Query maybemadexelatzngta the. ﬁﬂtz-n B
quity of Forest én England, that Foreft at, first

- being made of Wafle Grounds and Places where =

there was no Qeupanty, and when there was 4 Ne-
L o ceffiry
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r% ~ The PREPACE | ~ The PREFACE |
S coffity o'f'».mﬂﬁi;{gfl,dws for the  Prefervation of wild 1 5 And as priva't‘e"f"ezrfgq;;}f a\n_cien}t ~_77m35 m:giat Lo {,
~ Beafts, were appropriated to Kings, kow it came ta' | have Jome Lands of ]nloerz;tz{)fz.ce,_‘ over which the
pafs that Men had formerly and have now a Pros ‘» King might h“‘rvev Jus Fore&a l"/[ ore any ‘?W?#.: .
perty in Lands in Foreft, ~and bow Kings could ) was made in that Place. See Winftanly’s Life of
" have a Right aver the Grounds of private Men? ~—~— E MIIMW-EhC Conqueror. L e
 Fhe Anfwer is, That the Kings of England P T ST T PRSP AR
" bave been and are Lords Paramount of all'the : I william King, the th}rd~Y¢{ar:?f my Reign. .~ - SR
. Eands within their Dominions, and bave fuch @ | G*Vgtq- .thgkNorms‘z\nkHuptgr > to me that are both Legfe and
. Dominien or Property [o free and abfolutey\ as that | CAdeary ot
A R gt is without dﬁpro{zd[ oif Burden ’aﬁd tb:rcfoie it The Hop and the Hopton, and all the Bounds'up and dows,
IR might ﬁ."h‘dpp»en,“ that at the -mxak;ng‘of,d"Fofeﬂ”ﬂt Under the Earth to Hell, above the Earch to Heaven, '
' fir§} fome private Perfons might be in poffeffior of ' : iron} _I(;ie an«:i ‘M“f’? to. Thee and Thine, - e
W fome Lands holden of the King in Fee, but this, - Asgood and as fair asever they mine were.
N Tsbe’ it gave them a perpetual Estate, yet made it - To Witnefs that thisis. Sooth [ bite the white Wax with my,
' " wos their Property abjfolute but conditional, and fo _ Tooth, o AT R
. gould not prejudicate the diret and abfolute Do~
sminion of the King’sy and therefore a Jus Forefta,

ry

x Before Fasg,. Mayd and Mariery, ‘aﬁd"in}ifouﬁge& Sane;zzy. :
" For.a Bow .and a broad Arrow when I'come to hunt upon

! or & Right of making Forest over fuch Grounds | »rdrfm'r ~ | .
nd Lamils. mighe 5L of Right to bim belovg. R S R T
and Lands, might flill of Right to him belowg - So might others come to have Lands of Inberi- - .

| R And this, if I miftake noz, is that which my Lord
o Coke dies acknowledge 5 for firft having [aid that
" siow at this Day the Common Law hath fo admea-
fured the King’s Prerogativey as to this Particular
Y of making of Fureft, that they cannot take away
| B ~ mor prejudice the Inberitance of anys bé then adds,
- But'we agree that the Lands of the Subject are ori-
 ginally derived from the Crown, and therefore when
the ancient Kings bad the moft Part in their own

‘tance within a. Foreft after the Aforiffation of it
and _this might be when the Kingfga/fzi/c Leavf; ta
enclofe Lands within his Foreft to fuch - as. defired
2o live there, that they might be ferviceable to bims
sn his Hunting, which Leave no Doubt he would
: - grant to Favourites, and make them a Title to
n them and their Heirs, upon the Performance of -
‘ Jomse [mall Service, But then the Land did al.

Hands, or at lealF great Defartsy, Wafte, ~and ways pafs cum Onere {uo, “md tve Jus Forefta

S Woody? Grounds forﬂwgﬂf of H zz"éi??”;@”, tbjei,hfzighﬁ N :émtgfvgg rgferrueéi to :ihe King.  Befides all this, -
" make-what Forefts it pleafed them therein, may be ~ F| Ca;a, lel“ que .? ana. Magna Carta my Lord =
& Reafon and Caufe of a lawful Beginning, and ; ho © Gaks 2,1?0 dg ;l”;om ng.h”’ and truly fo far - :

" therefore @ Forelt may be by Prefeription good in ihey gere aajudged in Parliament o be taken as BRI

- Law owcr ether Mens Grounds, - ~ - ¢ ¢ ommon Lam,. 25. Bdw. L. And albeic - o
Bt dt Sibbis ethading ~ Fudments in the King’s Courts are of high Regard |t

'. m,Lﬂw, Jyet st is provided by the [ame AF of Par- P

S bigreent.
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The PREFACE.

'ummt, That if any Fudgments be given contrary,
to any of the Points of either of the Charters by
. the Fuftices, or by any other of the King’s Mini= -
~ ftérs, it [hall be undorie and holden for nought, _Im;‘

caufe the. Fudgment is given agamﬂ Law,

. And in [uch high_ Eftimation have thziﬁy 'fmaﬁ‘,-. |
" Charters been, that they have been conﬁrmcd efta~
* blifhed and commanded to be put in Execution by,

#wo_ and_thirty feveral Aéls of Parliansent.

" To onclude, how many Aks of Parliament have:
'_"lmn wnade of late Tears to preferve the Game in
every particular. Man’s Mmmar, all over the Kings
. dom, let the Value be never fo [mall; and mouft not

bis Majesty a Fortiori enjoy bis Game in bis Royal

Franchife, Imean bis Forest,: no body will fﬂy the ,

Cmtrary, tbo they dmy i in Pra&m. L

by
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-‘Foreﬁa de? C ur’ Swamrﬂot ﬂammi
| VWmdfdr. - Georg z] Dei C}ratm Mugi®.

LR "L:'Brzz‘;zrz Frincie & Hibern®
. Reis Fides Dcfmfor e,

,:z‘em’ die Veneris, viz, vicefis.

- im0 [eptimo die Septemb Ann.
S Regm Jui gzmrto apud Exter’

- port’ Honor’ & Caftri Duni.
- Regzs de Windfor’ pmd’ in
- & pro Forefb pred’ coram vi<
‘ ;rm’ar’ ¢ aliis Mmzjz‘r:s ejaf 3
~ dem Forefte tane. zbzd pvea

| ﬁm;éw. i

-. OU Genitlemén. of thxs ]ury that
- are fummon’d to appear - here this
~‘Day, to inquire after the Pleas of

the FOt’Cﬁ‘ of- Vde[ar, ngc meé leave to
“acquaint you with the Laws of the Fo-

reit, and likewife, w1th the, partictlat

| .Heads of your Inquiry; and the rachef,
~ becaufe it'does appear by the Coiirt Rolls
and the manifeff Deftrii@ion that has -
‘been committed againft the Vertand Ve:
;,mfon, that the: keepmg of Swanimoresand -

eths;
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~ other Courts incident to the Foreft, for
the better Prefervation thercof, have. bem ’
greatly negle&ed, fo that it muﬁ be pre-
fumed, that moft of you underftand, not

fully what your  Duty is, for lack of con=

. tinual and due. Information of-the Privi-

leges appertaining to a Foreft; and ma-

~‘ny of you Gentlemen are but very lataEy.
| ,authouzcd into this Serwce. o

Thetefore_for 'your bging beiter en-

abl led in your Duty, which prefeatly you
are to perform to his Majefty, I will -
‘account unto you in as brief a Manner, as

the. prefent Occafion will give me, Leave,

what belongeth-to.all that are Oﬂicers or
| 1eﬂam: and dwellmg in the Foreft. .
“And leaft thro® Ignorance of the Or 1-'
“ginal and firft ereing of Foreft you
~ fhould think the Allizes, Laws and Cu-
ftoms of the Foret now to be put in
 Fxecution to be intolerable or full of
- Oppreffion I will thew to you what a Fo-
‘teft is, and both the ancient and prefent
‘Prerogatives thereunto belonging (whofe

Tran{greﬁiens you by yourcontinual A-
bode ‘in the Foreft are prefumed to know,

andin regard of the Oath you. havc takcn, "
/ﬁand bound. to prefent. |

Inancient Time, all wﬂd Bea{’c what~

.'foever belong’d to the King in whofe
| Gxounds foever they were, and the Penal-

‘t;y upon Oﬁendexs, Huntmg, or, kmmg )

L

‘them, was at the King’s Pleafure "He

might fife. them' as pleas’d him, ‘or ’take

away Lafe @1 Mcmbcr for the fame Tranf» ‘_
| g*efﬁon. |

St Edward the Confeffor thoughc thl’s

over prejudicial to the Subje&, and theres

fore: he dedared his lel and Pleafure

That no Man fhould incur any Pumfh- ‘
‘ment for chafling or killing “any wild

Beaft, fo that they refrained to hunt or

kill them in fuch fpecial Places as he _fhould

pmvxlege for- their quiet abode. .

Here firt began® Foreft, Places fit for +
wild" Beafts taken' into the King’s Prow
. ge&ion for the Safety of his Game. This
- Law William the Norman found in Force,

which ‘he confirm’d during his Life, Wil
liam Rufus did the fame ; Hewry the Firft,

his 'Succeffor; not only connnued but ine
“creas’d the Certainty of Foreft Laws, All
his Laws King Szephen ratxfy’d fo did

Hmry the Second. Now, for as much as
all Places were not- ﬁt for Preferva-

‘tion and Maintenance of the King’s

Game, Wherefoever the King faw faireft

Paftures and thickeft Woods, whofe Lands |
Aoever it was, he proclaimed tobe priviz
leged for the Reft and Quiet Abode of

his Deer, Thus Foreft, Woods and Parks

grew_to be the chiefelt - Opnament and

Beauty of the King’s Demeans, dnd bes

‘g,ame fo deltohtfome, that the ng and his
B2 Nex
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Mobles having difported themf{elves, they
swere able to overcome the ferious Affairs

of the Common-Wealth,

But after the Barons Wars, Hesry the
Third, Succeflor to XKing Fohzn by his
Charter of Liberties of the Foreft, granted
that no Man, for -hunting Caufes f{hould
lofe Life aor Member, and willed that

“alifuch Foreft as Henry the Second, Ri-

¢hard the Firflt, and King Joh»n had made,
thould be disforefted for fo much as. was

~ in Land belonging to others and not to
- ghe King's Demean ; and here firft begun

Purluewes, for no Land is called Parlacwe
but fuch as was once afforefted,and by the
Owier diffallowed to ‘continue Foreft by
Force: of this Statute of Charta de Forefta,
and yet in Refpect of all -others but the
very owner, it remaineth Foreft ftill, and

* for " this Caufe it beareth the Name of

Purlny, which. fignifiech no more, but for
Him, meaning him-that is Owner of the

TLand.  This Grant of Dif-forefiment
made at the fpecial Inflance of the Com-
‘mons, but it turned not to {o great a Bene- -

fit asthey coyeted; for by this Dif-foreft-

gment they thought the King’s Deer had
loft all Amity that was wont to belong to

them, if they came upon their Ground;
and yet they wauld not reftrain their owp

Cattle from commoning. in the Foreft.

Hereupon, Edward the Firft, Sonand Suc-

ceflor |-

L Pleafure in thofe Places. A A
- Hitherto I have only fhewed you what

(5]
ceffor to Henry the Third, ordered that
fuch as dif-forefted their Lands fhould
have no Common or other Advantage in

the Foreft, but they thac refus’d to difs

fore(t their Lands fhould have Common
as before, and therefore divers never dift
forreited their Lands but they remain
Foreft to this Day. Thus you fec from
Time to Time, the Kings of this Realms
have not ‘by their' Royal Prerogative for
the Maintenance of their Pleafure in-
croach’d prejudicially upon the Subject,
but il releas’d fomewhat of that belong’d
to them, for the Benefit of their Sub-

1 jelts. Therefore ler every Man - that hath
Lands or Woods within the. Preciaft of

the Foreft, fay; I am not wrong’d by the
Reftraint I have to fell and cut §1y V)}oog
orto do with it as I pleafe, for then my
Anceftors would - have dif-forefted, buz
they found that the inter-commoning and
other Eafements countervail’d .thefc and

fuch like Difcommodities. And if his
 Majefty’s Predeceflors by - their gracious
“Favour hath made the Laws more eafis

and gentle "than before, may furely be .
allowed to quit himfelf of thofe affiducus
Cares. and Applications by taking his

Prerogative his Majefty’s Progenitors have
releas’d for the Good of his Subjefts. It
. ‘ ' be-




‘ _"-f."i—t%:'aér increafe. -
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hehoveth me now that I fhaw unto ybu

whercin his. Majelty retaineth his Prero~

sarive for the Maintenance of his Vere -
and Venifon, under . which- Words are
comprehended the whole Foreft; both in

Woods and in Lands, and the Game that
 as.Deer are the principal Beauty and Or-
~ pament of th.eiFo;e{?;iI will firft begin with

ferarams) -

B +:.>Fhey cught' : t'oﬂ.'ﬁh:ivée Reﬁ:’%fa nd Abode ‘K
¢ hut chicefly the fecureft’ Peace when they = |
< faws, -as the common  Word of Fence

“Fime, doth import, whichi-is as much as
to fay, the Time wherein the King has
“defended and/forbidden all-Men to enter
- into the 'Foreft, except to walk in the

. common Roads, and tharwith great Caus-
" gion, -and reflrdined not only Strangers.
_#rom huating, but Commoners from trou-

- -

 blefonie Recourfe into the Foreft with
. Cattle or Dogs, that the Game may every:

7 'Such as rideor walk thro” the Foreft as

~ the; Way lieth muft hold up their Dogs,
for if they ‘Wind the Deer, and drive at jg
- them and breaking loofe, whetheritbein ' §

~the Forelt or without, they {hall be punifh-
~ ed for Offenders. e

©In the Foreft the Deér>ought always to
‘Bave quiet, and Firgil 'in his firlt Emeid,
fays (B in antiguam filvam  [labala alia

T Deer

- Man hune - Parlewes out of hjs
G‘Qundsz;aﬂd if the fdme,)tqgecher Wﬁhhls e

t 7 ]

. Deer when they rC,Ofﬂe- out bf'the Forelt,
o , € ,Ome‘thing, Oftheir £ ‘: S
- mer Freedom, yet arc they expefted back |
. ag%l“;;“?"}{lﬁ_hb yqu‘Gent{cm@Q:_Of the juf;:'
ought_diligently to take Notice of. ~Fop

though they lo

“he can find out of the Foreft, but thisis g

 great Miftake , for if chey be in the Pry.
~ lewes of the Foreft, they / sught the Pur-

beas fafe as in the

- for on the Sabbath Dav 0o Man swhaic.’
S T M AT ek y'noMan whatfo-
- gever, may hunt-him, and.on other 52{)(33

- Riling or after Sun Setting.” No Man

§ M2y huat them.in Fence Time, nor. g

- any Time oftner than thrice a Week, . .
. In hugting Parlewesy no ‘Ma ﬂf’:'iﬁa‘y;hé o

| accompanied with.more than his Meénial

~-or Houfhold Servants, qcifnllenmayﬁfa,gy}

own

Free Land. amo R :
|y Se and, amount not to the clear Yearly
g Value of forty Shillings, he ough, Yearly

hunt, and the other F ree Land muft bein

the fame Shire where the P ' -
‘the lame Shy 1e1¢ the Parlewe Land is.
| Neither ought any Ma_n,'l’et;s;igg‘ﬁ;;’paiidgf S"_..."

i _ngms,_ follow” hi s it e
11 Bounds of the Foreft, bur fland;
' ‘ ;'i\' ’ . - ' . ) B ‘\ : lﬂ "'l'

muﬁ call back hlS @Og a;ndb{w‘ higé E‘?Olﬁ :

8 S FRAN : ;)‘,;

s Dog. within ‘the
ere,

and if his Dog has. kilI’d the Dec

-~

Middle of the Forefs

he ought notrg

and | Dog h ryyet he
i ;nﬁy not. have hx’m,,‘u:*s!cfs his ;Dozg y{eizéd‘f |
- I;un in the. Parlewe and the Beaff by his
| Yorce ‘drew him into the Foreft, — j ke,
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kaemfe no Man within three Miles of
the Foreft may have Salteries or Gaps in -
hlS Park ot other Ground to receive

Deer, that by chaﬁng or otherwife fly out
of the Foreft, fo that when they are in
they cannot get outagain. .

It is likewife pmV1ded

M:les of the Foreft, within forty Days be-

-fore or after the ngs Hunting, © the |

~ ¥nd that at the Hunting, the Game may

_be quiet, .and after, fuch as:be driven out

by Strength of Hand or Noife of Men,
‘may quietly refort agam to. thexr Haunt in
the Foreft..

This s, the Safety and Pxote&xon whxch |

belong to theKing’s Beafts of Venary, and

- of the Tranfgreﬁions againft any of thefe

- Points ; you ftand charged by your Oatl
to make a true Prefentment.

“For as much' as the Deer can nenher
- multiply and profper withour fufficient
- Pafture’ and Breeding, ror be defended

from Men difpofed to make a Prey of [

them, without thick and ftrong Covetts. -
“For this Caufe the Veérte, which coms=

prehendeth all that is green within the . ‘;i,
Foreft,both the Herbage and the Waod,are

dlhgently to be: taken Careof.” No~ Man

ought to furcharge the Foreft with more

Cattle than according to. his Grant, of

ghc Quantxty of hxs Land ‘and wpon, this §
‘ Hea(if ¥

V

that f6 Manj N
hunt the King’s Deer within fevent

[93

- Head 1 crave Leave of you, Gentlemén of’

the Jury, that I may fpeak myMind ﬂeely

- “to you, andthit is, I'take itto be one of
 the greateft Grievances of the Foteft; the
Aurcharging of it with Sheep, the Deer not.

aflociating with them, “drives thém into

‘the neighbouring ' Plains, whereds there
- ought only to be an Allowance offo many
’ Sheep toan Acre.

‘The Means to kndw Who is'a Surchaxa
geristhus. . Firft to make a true ERimate

“of the Number of Acres which the Place
‘where the ‘Comimon is furcharged doth
§  contain
¥ Parifhes, Villagesor Hamlets, have Right
. 'of Common there, then to numbér the
‘Mefluages and Cottages in thofe TFowns
- and Parifhes, dnd ‘what Land belongs to
“¢ach of them :

‘Then to fet down how many

So that' by knowing the-

Certamty of the Number” of Beaft which

' are ufually fed on:the Common fo furs
W charged, a perfe& Eftimate 'may be made
' 'rateably what Number of Bealts may be,

‘kept by every Man who hath a Righo'of
- Common there, acc.ordmg to the Quantity
-of Land he enjoyethi, leaving fufficient
‘Foodand Pa[’cure forthe wild Beafts: So'that
“he who is found’to-have more Bealls thicre
“than his. Rate doth allow him to keep, is's
'Surcharger. |
at Common Law, toavoid furchaxgmg a
'Qemmon by the Writ de

@ . w«? msPaﬂam MW

The famie Couife is obferv’d

s
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. Paftare, lib. Intr. fo. 13.- which ;v“Writ is

~dire&ted to the Sheriffof the County where
. the Commoners claim their Riglit of Com=
~mon, that each of them may be admeafu-
-ted, {othat they may Common with no

more Beafts than they ought.

- Inlike Manner, upon Com..;ilaint_:., of the

of the

~ Officers of the Foreft-that the fameis fo |
much furcharged that there is not Afufhi-

cient Pafture left for the Deer, in fuch a

“Cafe a Commiffion’ may be direfted out §.
Chancery to the King’s Licuterant [

~ of the Foreft, and theé Verderers and chief

‘Foreflers there, commanding them to en~

‘quire by the Oaths of good and lawful
‘Men, what Number of Acres the Place [§
‘does contain wherein the Surcharge is fup- §*

: pofed to be made, and what Number of

Beafts ate Commoning therein, and whofe
they are, and what Parifhes, Villages and -

- Hamlets ought of Right to have any Com-
‘mon there, and how many Meffuages and [
- Cottages there are-in each of them, and ¥
- how many Acres of Land do belong to
every Houfe, and then by computing how |
~ ‘'mapy Beafts may Common in.the fame; 4
~leaving fufficient Pafture for. the Deer, |
they fhall rate and apportion every Man
~what Number of Beafts, and of what fort,
~every Man may keep, and he who keeps.
" more is a Surcharger of the Foreft. Y -
R BT T T gy

| feiture of ‘the Land.

s A A

You ought to prefent “any Perfon that
does commit any A& tending to" the di-

minifhing' of the Herbage, by making of

the Bounds of the Foreft ; this Word Af=
fart is to dig or plough up Land.  And an

| Affart by the Affizes of the Foreft, is faid =~
to be made, when Woods, Heath or .o~

ther Groundis digged up or plough’d or
fown with Corn, orifa-Wood be turn’d
into Meadow Ground. You that have In-

‘heritances in the Foreft, muft take Heed =
of offending in this Point, for the Penal-
-ty thereof isno lefs than the Lofs of Land

foaffarted. Youthat pay Affart Money
know, I fuppofe, very well, for thatis a

fure Token, that the Land was fome Time
forfeited for that Offences, . .

Clofes are when any Prechioldet within

the Foreft doth inclofe his Land without

Licenfe and turpeth it only to Pafture,or
elfe into Meadow and Pafture, but if he
plough it, it is never called a Clofe, but

an Affart, the Penalty is a Fine and For-

* A Purprefture in the King’s Foreftis a-

- ny Building or Inclofure, and is become

fuch a notorious Aggrievance, that con-
trary’ to the Laws of the Foreft the Of-

§ fenders convey them tg one another,and
{  levy Fines as if ic were their own Proper-
- ty, all which cughe to be prefented, AR S
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| | v, 'I"hus h;aying fpoken;.,fuﬂ‘ic,iently, COfix

cerning the Pafture of the Foreft. and the.

- Preferyation thereof, I fhall next {peak of
- the Coyert, as Woods, Underwoods, Trees
~or other Profits growing or breeding in

- the ame.

© The Woods and Underwoods of the

Foreft, fome belong to the King, fometo
common Perfons, If they be-the King’s

(it is not lawful for any Commoner in the

- Foreft to cut QOaks or other great Trees -
there, and if any Perfon fo do and take

shem away, the” Horfe and ‘Cart which

- carrieth them away  is forfeited ‘to. the.

King ; therefore yoir Charge is not only
vo.prefent the Offenders themlelves, and
- the Number and Value of the Trees, but
f the Cart and Horfes by

alfo the Price o
which they were carried away,

. Andif any Man have a Warrant to ]

- or take Wood, Underwood or Trees, you
~muft inquire whether he has excceded the -

fame, by raking or felling more than his

~ Warranr  alloweth, or if he take no

more than he fhould, yet if he rake them

- withogt the Views of the Verderers and
Forefters, you arcra prefent them for it,

 Thefe are the greateft Offences com-

miteed in the King’s Woods, che leffer OF -

feaces are fo obvious, that you muft not |
fuffer them to efcape ynpunithed. .
Coo R T Cong

&

(131

Concerning.other Mens Woods within
the Limits of the Fore{’r, no Maﬂ,tho’ hc .
be the true Propreitor thereof, may cur

them without Licenfe, if he do the King
may feize the Woods, and the Offender -
fhall not have them again untill he has

fend again,

 There remaineth one thing unfpoken of,

namely, fome Places not generally known
privileged for the Difport and ‘Pleafure of -
the King for Hawkiog at Mallards, Heron'

or other wild Fowl at the River, and for

fithing there, and tho’ the River or Wa-
ter be the utmoft Bound of the Foreft, yet
ought no Man to Hawk or fifh there, for

by the Aflize of the Foreft, all the Boun-

i

daries of the Foreft belong wholly to the

King as Part of the Foreft.

~L'will now fhew you what Duty 'a_"n-d"'
Service belongethto the Officers and In-

habitants of the Foreft, and fo conclude.
* Generally all Inhabitants are reftrained
from keeping any Dogs, Bows, or Engines,

| "o the 'Prejudice of his Majefty’s Game, B

and if they will keep Maftives and Deogs

1 for the Defence of their Houfes, ‘they
| muft law them, thatis; they muit cut off -

the three fore Claws hard by the Skin ;. if
they fce. Offenders they muft apprehend

| them, chac they may be fent to the Coal.
. . LT n . Hole,

. (“5, B B

paid his Fine and found Sureties not to.of-

. . . 1
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~ the/whole Foreft, but efpecially to- other -
- Mens Land thch is. within the  Foreft

Purpreftures and Waf’re they are torpr efcns |

e e i T T T M oo
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~ upon Summons, and be fworn in the En-
g{ueﬁ and Jury. They muft pay their

| and Duties as theyought, befides all that
. which 'belongeth’ to them as Inhabxtantsﬂ
_ thhm the Foreft, ‘ \

‘charce you in particular, that you prefent »
- z;hofe Perfons that kill Heath-Poles, for if-
“they have a Licenfe to fhoot, - they ought

jor before that -Txme they are not ﬁrong- |

i ~enough to fly,

ken very kindly, tho’ I'take it to be your

Aferved and the Occaﬁon, as you Canelv%':»
ef xts great Decay

1147

| ’.Hole, a Pnf’on at this Place appomted
. iong ago-for this Punpofe. o O

'The Regardersare to look generally to
and Purlewes thereof, all Affarts, Clofes, -
to this Court.

AT that hoIdAa‘ny Land thhm the Fo- -
reft are to appear at this Court and others

ights and Services and other Cuffoms -

“You Gentlemen of the ]ury, ‘am to

not to begin untill the firft Day of Augaft, i

Gentlemen of the ]ury, it wxll be ta-f

Duty, and that 1s, that you will give this
Court that SatisfaCtion as to make fome |
general Reprefentation what your Opini-'

ons are how the Game may be better pre- |

1 fhall

s 1

1 {hall crave Leave to give you.a, fhﬂ‘rc G
Exhortanon to inforce your Duty, and {‘9
,dxﬁmfs you to the. Exgrcife, of i 1t S
I know.no one thing undet the C’ope__f
‘ of ‘Heaven more ardently to be émbrac’d -

- ofa Loyal Subjet, thanis the Conferva- =

tion of thofe Things. WhC[eWIth the Sove~ :

- reign may. be exther preferved in Health

. ot'with fome Recreation be ref'refh’d a~

mongft the infinite Caxes of t:he Common,* -

TWealth.;i o 8
Diodaras Sicalus in hxs Fourth Book and L

Firft Chaprer De Rebus, doth convey 1o

B us fucprifing Examples.to Po{’ceuty, ofthe -
§  dutiful Care thar Subjets had to their
8 Princes. At Taurus, among the rude Sep=
8 thians, the People fo affeCted the -Safety of =
~Things wherein the Is.mg delighted, tha.s
they made the King’s Joy thieir Joy, and -
fympathifed with him in 41l his Difficul-
‘ties. To pafs over a Number of Heathen

Precedents, I will now.apply the Premif

- fes to the Sub;e& Matter of the Chaxge
.you have now taken upon you. . -
The King’s moft noble Progenitors
'Prmces of this Realm, as well before the

coming of William the Norman, as fince,
even from the firk to the La{’r by thc,

common Confent of the whole chdom, ok
have en;oyed ufed and had (as you all

know) certam Regal Franchxfes of Foreﬁ '
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;es::,and ;Parks wuhm thlS Realm :
nifhed with Vert and Venifon, for rhe
7 End to refrefh their wearied Spmtsf" 1
m the daily Toil in the Affairs of the §
Publick. Recreauou afe the Reﬁoratlves,',
- of Nature ‘and does loofen the Mind. from
~that Intenfenefs that '_does fo much tieup
'their Thoughts; for “Crowns have not
thofe; Delights * fhed abroad them, as'
vulgar Minds imagine,.  ©
7 And that thefe Prmcely Dehghts tnay,
:add ngour to that invaluable Life of our [
. King, is what we oughtall to conmbute, Tk
. forif everthere was a Life dear and'pre-- §
. tious toallgood Subjeéts; none ever exceed- - } -
. ‘ed or came up to that of King George, |
B [w}:om God Almxghty grant, long, long,‘?
T :torelgn OVCrUSa 5 S
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