~ SIR H. PARNELL'S

.
A
L e
N
<
>
=
o
#~
Q.

° ON THE

 CORN LAWS.

E_:___:___::_______:____:__:____________::________________:___::_:_______

68 L¥9L GOV

€

¢

b

]

(7

140-5



THE
SUBSTANCE

OF THE

SPEECHES

OF

SIR H. PARNELL, BART.

HOUSE OF COMMONS,
W’ITH:V' P
ADDITIONAL OBSERVATIONS,
| " on THI: .

CORN LAWS.

LONDON:

PRINTED FOR JAMES RIDGWAY, PICCADILLY,

1814,

g

Y VORI ] S R LT ST Pt e

I
\:.;)E;‘.;'\&L"r‘:'i’f.’"i“‘ ST T o



e e b -

T CiWOOD,: Piinter, N0 fE RS WL
Poppiv’s Cowrt, Fleet Stroet. .

sUBSTANoE
‘‘‘‘‘ or :I‘HE ; ‘

A SELECT eommlttee of the house of commons
- was appomted on the 30th of March 1813 to
mqulre into the corn trade of il the umted klng-s

dom. Theu' Ieport was' presented on the llth |

.....

house went mto a commlttee of the whole house

PN

to take thls report 1nto con31de1at10n, and after
dlong debate, a d1v131on of 136 to 32 took place

- in favour of the alteratmns that were proyosed ~

to be ma.de in the eXIStmg Corn Laws.. it s
In the commlttee a meolut;on Passed unani-

mously, declarmg the expedlen(‘y of a perfect
freedom of exportatlon of corn. 'The resolution

elating to the’ reou]atmn of the” 1mp01\tat10n,pf
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- forelgn corn was postponed wnh the view of
making such an -alteration in it, as mlght secure
the support of many members, who, though they
had expressed thel‘r d1sappmbat1’on of it, had de-
clared themselves -ready to consent to the price
of 80s. the quanter, as a fan price, below
Wthh forelgn corn ought not to . be 1m-=
ported* ST SR : |
- In consequence of the gx eat quantxty of pubhe
busmess befoxe the house, it was 1mpos51b1e to
make such progress with the ploceedmgs on
these 1esolutlons, though. they were flequently
dlscussed as to ‘carry a leglshtlve measure in
the last sessxon, and thex efore the questmn was

put ‘off, ‘with a notxce that It Wonld be 1esumed
in. thls SeSsmn. o

“befr, a rwht ’hOn tirable gentleman cOmmum-
cated tfo the h()use, that it would be: pro-
ceeﬂed ‘on after the Chustmas recess; and -again,
'm"’"onsequence of the long. adJournments of the
houSe, ft‘om Jﬁnuary to the 21st of March he
for irfeﬂ the hthe, in answerlng a questlon put

ofiour able member, ‘that it Would

‘‘‘‘‘

M Hnsklssons reduced scale of regulauon

rwald 1mmed1ately aftel the Eastel | |

B2 Many of these membqrs have voted thxs sesswn agmmt '

3

Since that time ,eight evenmgs h ave been almost
Wholly occupied in the discussion of the propo,s)ed'
alteration of the Corn qus a,nd the b111 for
regulatmg 1mpmt(man haymg arrlved at that:
stage which admitted of its belug submxtted
to - the pubhc in a pelfect state, the tarthex
cons1de1 ation of it was postponed for a, fmt—
night, in order that the nature and’ ob}ect of it
might- be fully understood and that those Who
had opposed it, - | and petltloned a qr;st 1t
on the very. fa]se dssurances that it. was mea,qt
to enhange the “price of bread mlght have an
oppoxtumty of ]earnmg, that thou<rh 1t gave a.

- very moderate degree of protectlon to the graw
At at the same tlme dgnply Prowd d‘ fqr v
inter ests of the consumer of corn.

This. short hlstory of the ougm a;ud pléogress
of the Corn Questlon, fully shows l]ow unfounded
the charge is, which has been so Ioudly and $0,
often made agamst the bl}PPOl'telS of the bill, of
Wlshmg to czu ry it w1th unbecoml ng prempltatlon.-

Wlthout sumlar eﬁox ts bemO‘ made by those 1’! ho
form the mmonty, to defeat the: vxews of thellt

more fortunate opponents: all tho,se various and

specwus assey er 'mons, Whlch old:: expenenCed
B . . B2 . .- «;'I, : x,"l,'.J.;
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members know how 0 Well to’ enforce with a
tolerable decent appearance of a ‘sincere regald

for the puhllc interests, have been brouvht for-"

Ward on all former occasmns, as they now are,’
for the pulpose of eﬂ“ectln by cncultous means,

hat cannot. be attempted more dlrectly, Wrtl]

any hOpe of ﬁnal success.
Anothex leadmg charge is, that t the advocates

‘of the bill - are proceedmg Wlthout suﬁicxent »
' formatlon havmg been laid befme the house. k

It 1s sald the report of the commlttee 1s e such

, a one as the house has neve1 acted upon ;. that it

full of- errors and mlstakes, and ‘contains no

' other ev1dence than that of two ‘or three gentle-‘ ‘
“THien, “whose. means of information are conﬁned
»to the agrlcultme of Ireland* o

Smce ‘this assertlon was made, it has been

-proxfed to “the house to be’ entn'elv destitute of
any’ c1ed1t and also that the right honourahle
author - of it has not only failed in establish-
ing the fact ‘of the commxttee havmg made the

errors and- mlstakes attrrbuted to ‘it, “but has

_;, exposed hlmself to’ ha {3 the charO‘e retorted'
»:,agamst his own work R T
The report contalns the ave1 awe prlces of corn'

for the followmg penods B P AU AT

* Speech of the ught honourable George Rose, page 51

5

| 20 yeals to 1646 " 5%
. 20 years to 1686 s
68 yeasto 1/65 3
30 yeals to 1795 .. .. J44 7
12" years to- 1804 ‘.".“-68" 5
9 years “to 1813 SHEPEFE N 88 11

“The " repmt contalns the snhstance of '111 the' |
laws for 1egulatmg° the expm tation and 1mporta—"'
tion of cm n, ﬁom the year 1670 to the p1 esent £ -

time.

“1.-The 22 C. II c. 13 (anno 1670)

Whlch whenever the puce of wheat, in the- heme 3
malket dld not: exceed 53s. 4d. the quarter, the -

nnpoxtatlon of it was subJected toa duty of 16s.”

the quarter, and to' a‘duty of 8s.- whenever’ the’
‘price did not exceed 4L, and to a duty of 5s. 4d -
» the qua1 ter, Whenever the price- exceeded 41,

2. The 12 C.11, ¢. 4. - By which' the’ expox-'

, tatlon of wheat’ was’ permltted Whenever ‘he
| p1 lce of it d1d not exceed 408 the qualtel. S

.y.
The pnces for the two f'n st pel 1ods ale the l"ton prxces
»

taken from M. (‘laude Scott’s” edltlon of the tracts ont the .
. ‘corn’ trade, by Mr. ‘Smith

n the ‘prices for: thertwo: néxt pe-
riods - ave ~for’ the statute .quarter, - and: are taken fron{
Mr. Chalmers’s Estimate, page 392; and the prices for the

two last penods are talson from the custom house returns to
parliament. e '
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3, The 1 ‘3th of the same hms: By which this

Ilberty was extended till the price exceeded 48s.
4. The 22d of the same kmO‘ By Whlch thls

'_hbex ty was ext_er_lded to all hlgher puces. o

5. The 1 Will. st. 1, c.12. Whlch gave a,
bounty of 5. the quaxter on evely quarter of

wheat expm ted, so long as the prxce was 'xt or :

below 48s. the quarter.

6. ‘The several laws vrblch passed in each yeat‘ v

from 1765 to 1773, allowmg a free 1mp01tat10n

of coru, and prohxbltmg the exportatlon of it.

7. The 15 Geo. III, c. 43. By which’ tbe
]ugh dutles 1mposed on, the 1mportat10n of fo-
reign’ Wheat by the 22 C. IL, c. 13, wer¢

taken off so soon as the price of mlddhntr Wheat»

rose to A85. the quarter, and the bounty of 58.
: upon the expm ‘tation of wheat ceased 0. soon as
the price rose to 44s. the quarter L

- 8. The 31 G. 111, c. 30., By thch lst the
hlgh duty on 1mp01tat10n was to be pald Whlle

the prlce of mlddlmg wheat was under 5083
sdly, when it was at 50s.. but under 54&., there,
was payable on 1mp01tat10n 2&. 6d. the quarter;
?dly, when_ at or above - 548, Gd the quarter.,
By this statute, the bounty of 5s, Was given. on,
expox tatlon, when the px ice of wheat was under.
44s.; and expor tatlon was pthlblted vhen it

was at or above 469 PR

7
9 Tbe 44 Geo. III ‘c. 109, Whl(l‘h 1s stlll in

force, and by Wthh the hlo‘h duty on 1mporta~
fion of- 243. 3d is to be pald £ill the pmce of _

"*‘Wheat is 63s. ‘the qu'utex ;' when at that prlce,

but under 66s there is payable a duty of 2s. 6d.;
when at’ or above 66s o a duty of 6d the
quartel ‘ ’
- By thls statute the bounty of 5s. the quarter is
‘pdld on- exportatxon , if the price of wheat is atox
'under 48s. the quaxfer, and exportatmn is ‘pro-

: hlblted When it 1s at'or above 543 ‘the qua; ter. -

Thc repmt contams the - state of the 1mp01ts
smd exports of ‘corn’ from 1696 to 1813 The
'tables, in pages 5 and 6, show an average
eXCess of export trom 1696 to 1765 *md an

o avelage e'scess of i 1mp01t from 1764 to 1795 be~
“ing ‘the ‘same ‘as’ glven by Ml. Cha]me1 s, in hxs

:Estimate (page 322). ~ :
The following statement of the 1mpmts of
foxelgn corn, from 1791 to 1813, whlch is made

‘in ‘the’ repoxt is -calculated fxom the custom.

houSe papers in the appeudlx B

; Quaners i . Lwts S Value

’ l’rom1'191 t01804 . Com 12 553, 58'7 FlourQ (93,+61 £3'7 613 433 !

Fr0m180.7t018‘13 D -.5,883, 84-4- DO 1,905, 061 21 021 '700

These several statements of the average

‘puces “of ‘the alteratlons of tbe laWS, and ‘of

the export ‘and impdit txade, are in no ‘one in-
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17146 yearS°~ asto the laws, for \1 44 yeals 3 and as
:to the com trade, for 117 years; 1t 1s certam]y

‘ proceeded to leg1slate W]thOllt any mf01 m'xtlon on

the subject

It s, perfectly true, . that no mfomlatlon is
contamed in the report upon the pr1ces of corn
| ~1n fmelgn markets ; or.upon. ‘the prices whlch

to aﬁ'ord
‘corn ought to bl ing in our own, in or devr

. aploﬁt to the farmer. . . -

- But such information ’W«lS not omltted by the
commlttee ‘through - negligence, but, purposely
_withheld, because they. consldeled the question

of the’ expedwncy of regulating importation and
. exportatlon by law to be a questlon ‘wholly. to be

decided- by the punmples of . pohtlcal economy,

o exempllﬁed and illustrated by expeuence._f I
l‘ They ‘did not _consider _the questxon Jn -

t‘ne “way | ﬂ'l'lt many do, who look . no farther

than merely to protect the farmer, much Iess
‘did they deem it right to suffer any wish to “up-

hold hlgh rents to mﬂuence them. But they con-

cewed the fair and only obJect of thexr mvestlgaf \
“tion was to ascertam what course of policy was
the best adapted to secure a sufﬁcmnt supply of

orn ata moderate dnd steady Pl ice.

. ‘Iheassertions that many have mads, that the
'-:commxttee have proposed to -establish  high
_prices  of corn, will -appear. to every one, - who
~reads ;. the report; to .be. utterly. false, there
being no one expression contained in it, that can
Justxfy so unfair a misrepresentation of its object. -
o Tkds impossible that - any thing:can be more -
 distinctly . stated - than  the .end . the - ‘comnrittee
-sought . to accomplish, - being the - ‘securing of -a
<sufficient supply at a moderate and: steady price.
The . whole of the facts which are brought for-
ward, and the whole of the. reasoning which i s
built upon these facts, prove this to.be the case;
and to.say, that the. committee have urged -any
.thing having an opposite tendency, or that: the.
- case. they have made out, can arraign them of any
-other. views, is to fabricate language and motives
for them, which really do not belong to' them. °
. If the question is candidly and dlspassmnately

_ exa.mmed it will be admltted _.that the true. ob-

Ject of legislation, concerning the cornitrade, .is

‘to do that, with respect to any alteration of the

exmtmg law, which shall most contribute ' to- se~

cure a sufficient supply of corn at a moderate and

steady price; and- it will also be. admitted, ‘that -
the ‘whole question must rest upon the 1espect1ve .

, -merlts of one of two theories of .political: eco—

nomy “If the decision is. in’ fqvour of . restrlc- N

C



tanS,
© to:acquire snch farther_information, as may: be

- to:say;
_gequainted: with the science of pohtu,al economy

10

then it is ‘& matter of no. sort of difficilty

wantmg, concerning the prices of corn in foreign
and in our own markets, to ﬁx the proper regu~
latmg prices 1oy it 3

. If this statement is. correct namely, that thet
questlon is one of theory;. and if it is also: correc
that it is necessary to be in some measure

to decide upon. it, it is by no means surprising that

Many veryerroneous ‘notions are formed, and m ch

concernin
very inapplicable.reasoning is urged; co g

- the policy and the motive -of the proposed new -

bill. . Nor will - it be very. wonderful, (if -t

. should still- be very generally appr roved ‘of, when

the public mind is better. instructed in regglfh:::
those prinmples of . pohtwal economy, an h
‘ exP@ﬂencs on which itis: founded. » ‘11 iy
The theory: of those who oppose the i ;
thls : they say, if you will admit. f01e1gn1corn bci
be frgely imported, you will always be ab efto o -
tain = whatever quantxty yon .want from’ for eig
countrigs, and the price will be as low as it pos-
sibly can be, because:foreign countries can grow
it cheaper than we can grow it
- witings of Dr. Ada
&uthomty, in;support of this theory.’

..They alsa say; if: you thus seoure 2 low price

They quote the -
m Smith, as unquestmnable ‘

11

- of corn, the wages of manufacturing labowr will: S
be:low; and ‘thus your manufacturers’. wilk he"

able to preserve their superiority in forefgn:mar-
kets. : And if you import foreign: éor. in- largé-
quantities, you wilk export your marmﬁactures ine

,large quantities to pay for:it. r:¢: f’rf;:-rfé.' PLunLonon

-"Fhis: redsoning - certainly 'isi! quite: consisteit
Wlth the best principle of political ecm}omy,’fhat'

all triade- ought to be free. ‘But the question; hiow!
far it is expedient to adopt it now) depends PO
“the actual circumstances of thé cmmt;l v and ihe" '

pecuhar natme of: the trade in eofni (riooii uvol
.- I norwar had existed: for the last ﬁwenty yeafsiv

: 1f no: new .taxes: had. been: imposed; if the eoms:
mercml intercourse' with the. continent hiad: bedn
- open;. if the prices-of corm and: other eommodis’
‘ties i thls country were on-a level with thowes of

the rest of Europe:: it might be difficult, thoug‘h"
not impossible, to find a good reason: for inposs:

- ing: any rvestraint: en thie lmportatmn of' fmfexgn

corn:- the transport.of so bulky-an- articlke wo’uld‘

' ;:probably aﬂ'md a- suﬂic:]ent pxotectmn to: om?
Cfarmers. oo oar L b D L

:43!

. But now tha:t we: are'in a stite chreeﬂ:y op‘pm

; mte, in every respect, to that whick has just been’
- described «— & perfectly. artificial state; i regard:
to puces-——-theie clearly is room to: pause, ‘befoles:
. 1mphc1t <consent should be giver: to thie advice of

C2
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thiose who-iecommend an immediate »freedom. of
imp(;rtation-'df»foreign cornLy il e

' The effect of the: war; but more particularly”

of . -the -.~'vBe1?_lin;":.; and’ Milan: decrees, - and.: of

_ onr.-own orders -in: councily has been ’go impf)s,e'?
sﬁéh . restrictions on the. importation ‘of for?}gn :
cm_fn, during the Jast ﬁvé;yealfg,* as Pad t}}e filrggt |
operation of an‘act of ,parliamer.lt. 1;npos1ng' very )
high duties. on that trade; by giving the iBP*ﬁlsh‘v
farmer: the +full-benefit of nearly thg;whole Idef 4'
;ixaﬁd of xhé; British market. The con ?GC{U?I}(?GS v‘
have been ,\ in the first' place, a very high "Prlc_e';A
m the mext place, a-very: great ,incl'eased \produq- “
tion.of.corn; and, in:the last . place,’ a'very great

fall.in; the priceof it. . A great additional capital”

has been-vested in. zagi?ic_ulture', -and-a greatly'in-:

creased; quantity of agricultural-_industry%has zbe‘e‘.n{ .
képﬁ:fémployédﬁ under : the stimulus: of thlS.-" accis"

=

' d@nﬂﬂk"prbtectign. SanIorais

. Our; agricnlture - has, in- fact,” been:brought"

almost .to - a - state: of . perfection, in. : respect’

to- the; two great objects of a sufficient ‘sup=

'ply"and a moderate price. - In 1811 ) thg :valng‘i of
cérn . exported. from: the:: united  kingdom to

foreign  countries; was-1 5379:‘7 1413 *:.the Va} “e of: i
foreign corn. imp pried was. 1:-,092',804 l; jlea?r}n g a K
 halance of :_export‘édacorn'»kazi28‘>€‘5,9;0l.~ ; .h_,”flgl.z’i ,‘
the value:of ‘ copn.expprted from the united king--

13

dom to- foreign countries was'1,498,2297:; the
value of foreign corn imported was 1,213,8500%,
leaving a balance of exported corn of 284,579l -
' In consequence of the fire at the custom house;"

~ the value: of - corn:exported: from ‘Great * Britain -
in1813 toforeign countries cannot be ascertained.’
It was: probably as considerable-as inthe’ pré--
ceding years, the same demand: for it in ‘the:

‘West:-Indies and: in- the Peninsula: having ¢on-

tinued. - As-the harvests'of 1812 and 1813 were:
most -abundant, in every pai‘t'f)f: the united king=-
dom, it is fair.to suppose that the' same‘exéess of
~export that:prevailed  in' 1811 and' 1812 contis
will cdntinué'througlif .
CABL4. e e

nued through 1813, and

- In respect to supply, theré'f(n'e,jthe agriculture

of - the united kingdom is quite’sufficient to se=

cure it.: In regard to price, no one,.surely, can-

“complain’ that itis too high; nor can any one-

apprehend,- correctly,: that- any legislative  mea- -
sure will advance it, because it is a price altoge: -

ther ‘established with: reference only. to'the great
stock of corn .on hand, and the probability. of:

another good harvest. = . .+

- Under: all these circumstances; then, is:it ex-

pedient. suddenly:to ‘allow:a free impertation of -
corn:? ;.. Will such'a proceeding - best ensure:.to -
, io# See Appendix to'the Repoit —Nos. Tandtd, - ="

TN M A i T T
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tixe‘ .country the continuance of t:haﬁ pij@ispe:rztlx.si
state of agriculture, which tg:tlus mf)men; a}gr |
existed, and that extent of gupp]y.,' ‘and mod }elra; :
 tion’ of price; which -weﬁ now en']*?y';? orl'w; ; (11 3
not throw every thing back ; and dxr?ct\yuéat g
first, to a diminished supply of corn ? -s?c?t-]fd?’-fazf
a high price 2. and," ‘1gsﬂy’,‘; to sgarclgy'. an
ml’;‘i; present state of - Oile 'ag’rictxhltalte--m?yill;z- |
compatc.(f-*o-“ the state of the sﬂk,f.mr; : ény- o? ~ o
manufaeture, which ‘has been broushtt%? Cb:t: _
tain degree of - peifection_," thm{rgh-. néfuvff\ ty ® b |
ter . adapted-to France ft?ra:n : to ,' thls co;lm r“n;:,u z |
the protection of x;(;:y high d-‘utlesvonl t’ e impo 3
i rench silks. o SR
tat;:; a(g- S‘: orce, these dnti'e's-xwgrve‘ ?ép}egﬁei;:’ the |
French - manufacture- w‘ould.‘;-bel ’sold*v; 80 cﬁeag,h |
that our own -manufactarer fdoql‘d] dEIT‘U‘lf.: Eop‘n}‘} 1;
it s and the consequernce »unlcf. E),ei : ?lt‘ . ;3: o
immeﬁiate‘min‘, and thatof »aﬂ thele?b01«1~1ie;.zs;.‘ ee; nd
ployed s or ', the - investment of hlS caplta The
i their industry in some other ‘occupat\l(\m:. T .
L silk -manufacture would CGntalnlyiiceésle: to axxs
in this country. - s R
. m;‘:}:sl: EfespeZ't to eom,,yif?,.afterri_the..‘ag;@:ﬂtfzz’
1 " has:béen brought to-its:present. state of periec-

L dentally imposed: on-tlie importation oﬁf_cmn,mowf

‘t'm‘hfrby.rther restrictions which have been ‘acek-
o By AR

15
that those restrictions.are removed by ‘the peace,
no law . should pass, in some- degree to. supply

their place, foreign corn would be imported; and

‘& sudden stop. put to the progress of our cultiva-
‘;ion;;..;:;' SRR Foe R SRS S A

-+ According to “ Oddy’s European Comimerce,”

- the : Poles can afford to- bring their corn: to

Dantzic at 32s. the quarter. The. price there -

is . now. +something ' ‘higher, in- -consequence

of the late period to which the Prussian rivers -

were frozen this year, and no Vcorn:having' yet

arrived from Poland. at the- shipping ports.  If-

this price of 32s. may be: taken as the usual -
price, and if the quality- of the Dantzic wheat is -

better than that of the best Essex wheat by
4s. the quarter, there can be little doubt that,
if the importation - is left - free, as it s wirs

tually under the existing law, great quantities -
- will be imported in the course of the saummer;

and the price will-be lowered 50 much as to de-
prive. the farmer of all profit on the stock he: has -
on hand, and to compel: him o diminish the
number:-of his fai'ming’sex;var;]ts and laliiljurel‘s;';“ c
- The immediate effects, therefore, of th_is'syste"m'

- of a free importation, will be ruinous to that great

portion of the community, which consists of those -

persons whose whole capital and labour are ems

" ployed: in :cu'ltiV.iiti()n.}»T,hé -inJixiectfeffect of it
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| 111 be so general a diminution- of agrlcultlua‘i
w
capltal or .a removal of it to so gleat an exltend
| to lea
to_other. channels, as
-from agrlculture in o
to a very. dlmlnlshed supply of corn. oivour ]:)au
rowth in the course of the next year es
*_in short, be brought back in a very, short space
i
of time from a state of things nearly perfect,. tc;
that st;te in Whmh we were-before the late grea
.mvestment of (,apltal in aO‘nculture took p;aci‘
| -that is, to a state. of deﬁcwnt supply, and- o
countnes. S
de endenee on forelgn | i
%ut the advocates for the theory. of an imme
dlate free trade, say, though yo;1 will c;aske t:i) ;1(1)}:1;
t-supply can be a
our selves ,a sufficien
Pg'zad As we have always been able tc:1 ol;tam
. of, .50
have stood in nee
Whatever quantlty we.
- we shall always in fature be able to obtain it.
But then, admlttmg for. the sake f the ¢ 'mrtgun
io
t to be correct, the ques
, ment this statemen :
arises Whether the puce of corn. supplled in thlld
2
way, will, on the average, be so low, as it wou
: ST SR P S
t home? . -
if it was all grown &
1l0(’Ther wan be no doubt that, ifto the stock we
have noev on hand of our own growth, a quantity

= of fm eign growth is added, the mall«.et price will

e
be 1ower than it - now is; and also, if to ’cil1
uantity of corn which we shall deuve ﬁoxgdt de
e
gext hal‘vest, a quantltv of foxelgn corn is a

17

the price of corn, through the next yeal, ‘will be

Iower ‘than' it otherwise will be but if, in the :

‘next- sowmg season, much less corn shall be sown
than was sown last year, and the ¢ crop in conse-
quence shall fall very far short of that. quantity,
which is sufﬁment for our’ own consumptlon, then
the ‘market price ‘will be- governed: by - q\nte a

dlﬁ'erent prtnmp]e, from that whlch lel govern |

it up to that time.

. If .the harvest:in forelgn countrles is a good

one, we: shall -be.able to obtain the quantity we

want, to- ‘make up our. deﬁmency - But the price
“we.shall pay for it will be regulated, not by the
cheapness of it abroad, but by the dearness of it

at home, .which will be the 1nev1tab1e effect ofa

short supply That this. will be the case, will

clearly. appear. to -every one .who examines the
motives which must govern the conduct of the
importing merchants. . . Their. object is to import.
-with the greatest possxble profit. .. ‘To .do this,
they will leave the dehmency of our. own supp]y

to run up prices very high, hefore they will come

" into the market The estabhshed tr aders will take
B care 50 to manage ab not to let the prlce, however,

get so very hlgh as to encourage new speculators

to.come into competxtlon with them ‘but havmg

got the pr;ces as hlgh as they can, \Vlthout e
oo K . -' ) I
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e curring such a 'hazaid of esmpetition, ‘then’ they :
- will begm to feed the market with' foreign ‘corn,

but only o such” qu.mtmes as shall  keep down
competxtlon agamst themselves, but not’ to’ that. -
extent ‘as’ “will have any great effect in low‘ermg
the ‘price of ¢orn. * In this way it is, that, w while:
we depend in’ any degree on a foreign supply of |
corn, ‘the pnces ‘are constantly governed by the
prmmple of scarcity, and not, as’ they ‘otherwise
would' be, by the ptmelple ‘of 'abundance; and
that, “while the’ greater part of ¢ the "people are
vely cotentedly paying’'a very hlgh ‘price” fot

tHelr Bread ‘they' mlght have it at’a much lower
: Tlce, 1f they did ‘not adopt the delusmn, t_hat
t!

e Jmportatlon of forelgn corn made bread

c’Fea : C
A B\I:t if, afteér so “much cap1tal has been thh-

drawn “from agmculture, our average productxon

' s’no(ﬂd be less than it now -is, that is, léss”than -

our aVerage consumption, and we “should have &
bad harvést; and if, at the. same tiime,’ the harvest
abroad shiould also be a'bad ¢ orie, then we should
be in‘this critlca,l state,” thit, just'in’ proportlon
'as we stood in reed of greater supply of foreign
tomthan usoal foretgn counitiiés wounld bettheless
able to let us have'it.” We shiould’ then not only
féér the effects of ‘2 system of free 1mportatxon

[y e L ‘
¥ PR L Lt :\“,r. :
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by.very- hxgh prices,- but. also by the pressure of,

scarcity.and famine. .. .

It s by no means a mere matter of con)ecturef
or, theory, . that the sudden, restoration of a free

importation. of .corn. wﬂl be, productlve of these_

several results of a dlmlmshed supply, a h]gher ‘

price, .and ultimate scarcity. 'md famipe; for this,
state; of thmgs has, already more thap once 0%
curred in the last, thirty years,, rand is one, n
bips.arisen: out of e‘cactly the, same course
events. ; The system of the country%ha\s for that
period been a ;system - ‘of, h‘ee 1mp0rtat10n, 1m-
portation, has taken place to a gl eat; amount the
price, ;:}ndepe;;d@ﬂtﬂf the walue of QuE currency,,
“hasbeen; exceeding- Jhigh; . .and;  §earcity ; ‘md1
famme have also happened It is, then, no 1dle
manner these thmgs W1]1 agam come round, 1f :
‘the same causes ‘which. produced them be,fore‘
are-. -again forced into. operation, exther by trhq
:mlsconceptlons of thoge who mean. well the
inischievous mxsrepresentatxons of those who act
from- sinister .motives;- or the 1gnorance whlch

manifestly. prevails : very, generally among the

mass of those, who have lately been very actu’
in sendmg petmons to pmhament
The advocates of this theory of an 1mmedxate
free importation have appealed to the authomty |
: D2 ’
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of Dr. Adam Smith, and have adopted hls .ngu-,
ments in debating the question:- :
It has been said, as he has said, that no legls-'

latlve measme “can’ enhance the real puoe of’»

corn, though it may the money pr: ice; and, there-
fore, that ‘the * farmers ‘and landlm ds would
derive no advantage whatever from any incr ease
of price which mlght be the result of a restl lcted
dmpmta’uon of corn.

. “That " this- argument of ° Dr. Smlths shonld

‘have been mtwduced at this day, dfter the
very able ‘and very conclusive ‘exposure of -its

total ‘want -of validity - by Mr. -Malthus -and

- other : writers, . was - not - to: ‘be - expected *.
Even if they had faﬂed to show that Dr.-Smith -

‘had . fallen into an -errof, in supposing that the
real -value of money ‘could” be altered" in ‘one
countly by ‘a new law, while it was not effected

~in-any other conntx Ys ‘the doctrines of the bullion
: commlttee ‘would pomt out’ how’ unposslble it

was that ‘he could ' be correct- in this. instance.
-~ For 1f the nommal value only ‘of corn: rose in

proportlon as the pnce ‘of .1t advanced .because
the value of' money Would be 1essened thls

* See “ Obselvauons on the Eﬁ'ect< of the Com Laws, &,c,

| by the Rev T. R Malthus, pacre 3, bhOW)ng “ thx‘; pe-

cuhar argument of Dr Smxth to be fundamentally en'o«

P S St
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general diminution of :its. value- thlouwhout ‘the
country, would be followed by an unfavourable:
exchange; and thxs, by the export of morey to
such-an ‘amount ‘as. would leave: the residue of
’1nc1eased and equal value with that of foreign’

countrles ; and then the advance in the price of;

corn would become an’ advance not - melely of
nomma] but of real value.t. A N AT A S AL

It is fdrthel said, on Dr.- Smlths authouty=
that the expense of ir dnspoxtmg corn is’ sufﬁment’, '
to give our own farmers’ a decided protection,
"When Dr. Srmth wrote his work: it mlght have
been ‘sufficient, because the prlce ‘of “¢orn and
othe1 cominodities. of thlS country ‘was on.a level

- with that of the'rest of Euxope.. Bat'to- “say’ ‘that
it is'now sufficient, is' to beti ay a want of a due

cons1derat10n of the peculiar state of: those ‘cir+’

~ cumstances “which - belong ' to . this.- partlcular
, perlod and which ought to dlrect us in-our

apphcatxon of :the general prmmples of pohtlcal

- economy. :Every one -who has at ‘all attended
. to the system of price which has been established -

- for' many.’years, and ‘the puce of -foreigh ‘corr,
- must- allow, ‘that the: expense of bungmg coif;

now . from Dantzxc to Leith, Hull, or ! London
aﬁ'ords no sort of’ protectlon to our fdrmers ’

But the greatest stress is placed by the adx;o'-
eates of a free trade, upon that general prineiple
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of Er Smith’s, ‘which lays' ‘down the expe&xency"
of a perfect fxeedom m all ti"ades Whatso-'

i

ever. ; : I
Has v‘eH”woﬁthy of o‘bservatmn, that thoug ¥

Du “Smith bas: repeatedly urged the policy of
free com trade,~ he - has not. supported Tris- doc»

by applying’ ' this’ prmmp}e to rt Tt is;
t;:::efor);, fl'llsr}:co infer, that be did not thmk it
«:ould be - applied 5 and it is ‘also fair to maké
this farther inference, that those who now brmg
it forward, as apphcable to the present queb’uon,
BmVe not well considered it. - ST
¢ A noble lord, who' argned upon thls maxim,’
'aske& why the- plmctple ‘of buymg ~where ‘we

could bay the cheapest, was to ‘be considered as

a fallacious principle : ? and ‘urged  the policy-of
om foreigners, rather than of ' ats

orn fr
Emymg c because they are: able

ting: to ‘grow it home,
:!;f*’ewglt cheaper than we can grow ite But .hxs.
question: ‘proved he had. taken a superﬁcml View
of Dr. Smiith’s ar gument and of the pecuhar na-
“ture of the corn trade. 1 T
When Dr. Smith - recommends a ﬁee trade,-t
e ‘has- in View, not merely to point’ ‘out how we
can’ buy what we Wwant at - the cheapést: rate, but
the' most: direct way of adding to the stock of in-
‘annual produce,’ and * general wealth of

dustry
. His.whole, objeot is to-show what

the ccmﬂtry

~ course of policy will most contmbute to the uches

of the community. i e .
* Before, then, the prmcxple of a ﬁee trade can
be urged, as that pr mmple which ought to govern

us, when lewlslatmg on the corn tr ade, it - ought

to. be. made appear: to be .a trade, ~concerning
Whlch no - other conslderatlon should: have
welght besides " the Jimited conslderatxen of
what plan of’ dealmg thh it will, jn the end; ; give,
us the g;eatest amount of: natlonal wedlth. O But
this has.not . been . done, and therefore, if. any:

-other gx‘eat ob_)ects of publicinterest are mvolveci :

in. the -question, those who JuEge: the pohcy of 2

- frw corn trade, do se, “snbject _to. the, charge of

madvertence, and of neglectmg to attend.-to mat-
ters-of still greater moment than the mere: wealth
of the state. - PR e et

But even’ 1f 1t should be correct "m argue the
pomt as one-in which: our wealth . a]ena shoald

be. consuieled will the effect of an. lmmedxate '

free i unpm tatlon produce in its oper ation-an addir\

tion to our mdustxy, our annual p}oduce ,our,

total amount-of general wealth?, SRR AT
It is-clear its first. effect wﬂl be that of Juiny

, to .our farmers ; its next, consequence. will be thag

of takmg away, to a great amount, from: th@ de~
mand for agucultuml mdustny, and its farther
opea at;on, to- diminjsh : ac‘ncultsqral cap:ta}, |1

R TN T
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il take somethmg cons1dera.ble -away. from |

,the revenues of the labourers, the farmers,” and
the landlor ds, and - thus produce a’ decrease - of
that. portlon of the natmnal wealth,: which- de—

ipends on. our. general agmcu]tm al PIOSI)el 1ty
+In the mean tlme whlle th1~ course of loss and

;;rum is running , will the prospel ity of our manu-
'lf’tctmeq be’ advancmg? Whatever may be said .

of the great importance of foxelgn demand the

_»demand for our own consumption, is by far the

-greatest, and mﬁmtely more -to be relied upon; as
_" the best suppmt of them. ~ But this demand - be-
ing, 1 for. the ‘most part, for the supply of - those

“who - are employed in- agriculture, it will, in/a
_great measure, cease to ex1st if the system of a

‘iree lmportatlon of corn is now adopted
Under, then, the pecuhar circumstances of the
- artificial state of the’prices of corn: and other

' ?rommodltles, which have been established in this

;fountry, and which have been wholly overlooked
.by those who qay we ought now to establish a
free trade, such a policy would not ‘be attended
w1th any 1ncre'lse of our wealth , but must be fol-
towed by a great diminution of both our agricul-
tural ‘and m'muﬁcturmg industry. and ! capltal
1t is, therefore, not a policy at this time applica-
‘ble to the present circumstances of the country, or
at all calculated to’ advmce the pubhc mterest

25

though;- certainly, a: poiicy ~-which ought  not

‘to be lost sight of, whenever that period- shall
‘arrive,- when the price of corn, 'in this country,
-shall be .on a level Wlth the pr;ce of it in the rest
ofEumpe., ik Aarilereln o o v

~'The proposed legulauons for the 1mportatlon
of corn have been apposed by .others, .on the
gmunds, that they will throw capital ‘out of its
natural course, and thus do that whlch is agamst
al] sound political prmmples o s

: But these regulations’ are . not mtended to. do

any such thing; their whole object is -to ‘keep
- that" amount : of capltal vested 'in agriculture, |

which is now vested in it, by contubutmg to pre-
serve some chance of aprofit upon it. They arenot

px:opqsed.wnh_ a view of raising prices higher than

they now are, but with a view of preventing them
from falling much lower. Toattemptthe onemlght
be fairly said to be to injure the consumer; to effect
theother, would be todo that, which the consumer
could not,: in. justice,  complain of; because the

P ice, under the existing. State of the currency; is

as'low as it was twenty years ago, while it would

aﬂm d only a very moderate protection to thegrow- .

eriThere is, therefore; avery great: dlﬂ'erence be-
tween these two’ objects ; and it;ig:mo- ,qulbble, '
1o say, that it is not intended to .advanee r'@ﬁ@@

E v B :.‘»' v' //' :‘4".' ‘ P 'V . ;":. )
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When it is admitted to be intended to prevem
their falling below their present rates.
~But those who argue against this supposed
attempt to take capltal out of manufactures, that
it may be employed in agriculture, should recol-
lect what the leglslatlve system of this country
has been in respect to manufacturing capltal
Is the capital 'of the country now vested in its na-
taral occupation ? Has our system of legislation
been so complete]y free from all meddling with'
and forcing of capltal that the whole amount of
it'is now divided in those just: proportlons, be-
tween manufactures and agriculture, as it would
llave been, if no leglslatlve interference had ever -
ex1sted ? . The contrary is the fact. -The system’
of leglslatlon has at all times been actively ope-
rative in taking’ capital from- agriculture. - The
navxgatlon ‘act; . the  colonial - monopoly ;. the
multitude of laws for prohibiting the impor tation
of forelgn manufactures, and thus estabhshmg a
monopoly in ‘favour of our own, at the expense
and loss of the agncultural consumers ; the law
prohlbltmg the exportation of woel; the tythe

system ; the effect of the public ] loans on agricul- -

~tural cr edlt have each and all of them ' contri-
buted, in a:great. degree, to dlmlmsh agrlcultu—
ral cap1tal If therefore, the ploposed 1egul'1-=

li

%
tions did in reality give a bounty on the retarn of
caplt'xl from ‘manufactures to’ agricultare, " it
would be a measure, in no Ways at variance e with
sound pohtwal principles, = .

The opposition- -which has been so generally
made by many in the house of commons, and by
all the bodies of* manufacturers;, who have petla
tioned against the new: regulatlons, upon the as-
sumption that they. will raise the- price ‘of corn;

! and, therelore, the. price. of mdnufacturmg la-
| boui ' and that this advance, in the ) pnce of ma-
‘ nufacturmg labour, will deprive us of our manu-
facturing superiority over. fm eign merchants’ in

foreign markets, though the most, loudly set

forth, and most ﬁequently dwelt upon, is, of the

whole.of the opposition which has been g1ven to
them, the miost easily. to be controverted ‘
- The very first step of the proposmon is a beg~—
gmg of - the entire question. It is assummg as
true and .as proved, that which is neither true
or pxoved-—athat the regulatlons will raise the

-~ price of corn; wheleas the whole obJect of them
is ‘to keep it low. and steady and the whole

contest is, whether or not they will do so.
-But admlttmg, for the sake of the argument,

' that It 1s not erroneous to assume, that the prlce

of corn Wlll be advanced ; then, the next step of

et
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, the prop031t10n, ‘that ‘sach’ an advéance of pricé

will raise the price of labout, is ‘directly at vari-
ance with the best established prmCIples of poli-
tical economy, and the Whole range of expe-
yience. 0 oo e S

- Those who maintain that the puce of labom
fnlls and rises accordmg as'the price of corn falls
or rises, have to show," that the value of labour

is settled by some rule differing from that which

nges a puce to every other article of value. .But
thls they neitlier have done or are they able to

do. " 'The truth is, its valie’ and price are go—' ’

Velned as the vilue and price ‘of eVery thmg else

“are, that 'is,” by the relatwe pl‘opm‘tlon of -the .
| supply to the demand. * This' ‘canfiot bedenied,

withott “violating these" great pnnclple% and
Wlthout ‘advancing & proposition, . “which’ betrays
a very superﬁclal consldération of the questlon,
and the abandonment of those- doctrines of poli-
tical économy,’ “which,’ on othel occasions, are $o

- stlenuously 1nsisted upon

If we mqulre into the expendltme of the la-

' bounng classes of soc1ety, we ‘shiall find, thatit

by no- means conswts ‘wholly. in food, and’ still
‘ess; of course, in mere ‘bread, or gram. It ap-
pears, from - minute’ ca]culatlons, ‘that; if the
whole eXpendlture 1s d1v1ded into five pal ts, two

29

only consist of meal, or bread *. A rise, there-
fore, on the price of corn, must be both slow and
partial in. its effects upon labour. The dlscovery

of the mines of America, dmmg the time that it

raised. the price of .corn between three and four

times, did not nearly.so. much as double the price
of labourt.  In America; where corn is very
cheap, the wages, of labour are éxceediné;ly high,

In Ireland, where wages of labour are very low,
every effort that has been made to establish mani- -

factures. there, has been defeated by, the cheap-
ness: with’ which- Enghsh manufactures’ can be
sold, notwithstanding higher wages of labour in
England and the expense of . transport. . The
evidence given by: several witnesses; who were
examined before the house of lor ds, on the sub~

ject of the orders in council, -proves that the

price of labour is frequently very high when the
price of provisions is very low, and,’ vice. -versi,
the price of labour very low, when the price of

‘provisions s very high . . It is, in fact, the de-

mand for: manufactures that. 1egulates the price
of manufactmmg labour. If this. is very brlsk

« Observauons,’f &c by the Rev T R Malthus,v

'Paées R PR
+ Tbid,’ paoels PR e Ty R

% See the evidence- of Messxs E. Rhodes, page 1865 John ‘

Mullms, page 197 ; and Thomas Denneson, page 205.. -
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~and if, at the same time; the- pliee'of provisions
is low, the workmen can hold out till they raise:

‘the price - of their labour very high. They will

“also render thelr ‘means - of supplymg it less,in

proportion  to the cheapness - with -which: they
- can live, by working a fewer number of hours in
each day, ‘or a’ fewer number of days 'in “each
week. . If -at the time :the -demand for: ma-

- rufactures ' is ‘brisk the - price of prov1smns is
| 'hlgh they will be obliged to work more hours
_in each day, and more days in each week, than-

they otherwise would do, to obtain a hvehhoed
and it is in’ this way the price paid for their la-
bour will be. either the same, when proviSions are
dear, as ‘when  they are cheap, -or, rather, the
price paid for it w111 be less When they are: dear
than when cheap A R AL F I R

. But if it were true, that the price of ]abour dxd
advance with the price of corn, it by no means fol-
lows, that such an advance in the price of labour
would expose our manufactures to be undersold
in forelgn markets ; ‘because it is not: the cheap-
ness of labour that has given us the superiority-we
have so long possessed on the contrary, the
}ipnce of labour has always been hlgher in this

country, than in those countries in Whlch we

have estabhshed markets. : The cause of our su-—

perlorxty is to be found in the greater sklll better 3
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machinery,- and more ’extended -capital of this
country, than is existing in any other country in
the world. - As we should  continue to possess
these advantages, notwithstanding the price of
hbour might ‘still ' be enhanced, such an en-
hancement of it could not be ‘productive of that
injury to our manufactures, as it has been hastlly \

» asserted must low from it.

The advocates ' of a free 1mp01tat10n of corn -
have ‘said the .proposed plan of restriction is a -
meye prOJect ‘that the true system for the countly_
to act upon, is to’ 1mp01t foreign corn in great -
abundance, ' and thus - secure -a- pxoportmnally‘
abundant - export ‘of manufactures ‘But "this"
project,- as it is called, is-the offspring of what
hasbeen the established practice of the legislature -

for 144 years,: and forms a part of a system to -
- which the termis not perhaps quite so applicable,

asit is to the other system of abundant importa~
tion, which is proposed, for the first time, . to be
substituted 1n its place. - But is it correct to say;-

in order to have our manufactures very flou-
rlshlng, we must have a great importation - of
corn? On the contrary, is it not plain, thdt as to.
the- immediate- benefit to manufactures, it is. the »

same thmg whether the demand for them i,

established by importation from' Poland, or by,
buying- corn:in- the British and Irish: malkets> o

i i e ser
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If the corn that is Wanted for our food is bought

in an Enghbh market town, or in Ireland, it
enables the farmer who sold-it to buy a greater
.qudntlty of manufactules than : he - could ‘have
done if the same ' COIn was "bought in a forelgn
countly "That this is true, is proved by the
custom house returns, which show that Ireland
has 1mported British manufactures in a quantlty

proglesswely mcreasmg, in the" ploport on in
which - she’ has exported greater - quantltles of

corn for the supply of the Bntlsh market. The

'dlﬁ'erence betweeén the two systems.is, that in -

the - one. instance we form and depend upon a
forelgn ‘market for the sale ‘of our mannfactures,
and in the’ other we secure 4 home market, be-
sides aﬂbrdmg all the benefit of our own demand
for.corn to our own farmers. ‘The system' of
1mportmg corn is, in fact, a system which places
us at the mercy- of forelgnexs, both for a market

for our manufactures and for a snpply of food -

whlle the oppomte ‘system goes to estabhsh a
home' market for- our manufactures, and a home
supply for those who are- concemed in makmg
them. R B ST

- Upon the whole, if what has now been ur‘red

in objectlon to the theory of a free 1mp01tdtlon :
~of corn, is: founded upon substantial ‘data and
' sound prmmples, it would' appear that it wﬂl not ’
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“sécure to.us, . if acted upon by the: leglslature, a

sufficient supply of corn, at all times, at a. made-
rate; and: steady- price. . It will not be that policy
which i will produce the: greatests amount  of
» naﬁonal wealth ; _mor; preserve to. our man,ufac-a
tures, the. supermutiy they: now: enJoy in. foxelgn
countries;. nox pmvxde for them .the. best: and
most certain market ‘Nar is. it a theory, hows
ever comsistent with: the best, _principles of polix
tical economy, that is. app]rlcable to: the exlstmg
and extr aordma;y cireuinstances of the conntly
- ‘Theother yand: opp031 te hheoryﬁon whichthej pro-
posed alteratlons of the €Corn, Lawsare fonnded, is
that a sufﬁclent supply, of corn ean hest be; secure«i |

by encowragmg the growth of it. home -and that

the average- pmce of it Wlll,_ on: the whale, be
lower, if such encouragement; is- ngen, that sh;tl],
~pioduce: . sufficient supply..for- our -ewn, con-
samption; and; an,extra; supply: for for reigny; expor-

tdtion,. than it can he,if we depend on a,ﬁorelgn N

suppl;y, and- allow; 3 fige importation, - RREO
+ The advocates of this, theory; have. felt 1t Obllr’

' aatory upon them, in.the ﬁl st 1n§tance, to. remgjve"'

the:: general impr essmn, that .the .aver age pro-
ductmn of these countlles was nm:, nor could: Not
even be. a.dequate to. the food; of our own popula—-
tion. .. This impression has. been the ¢ cause of that
prevalent opinion in; favmu of the’ lmpprtatlon of
foreign: corn, ‘which has woverneds the conduct of

e e ——— a1
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the leglslatme for the last. for ty: years and Jed it
to adopt a pohcy, dlametl 1cally opposite to. that,

which had been the law for upwards of a centu;y
precedlng the year 1773 "This 1mp1essmn also,

at this very moment has a very extenswe mﬁu-

ence, ‘and: 1s the ﬁrst that strlkes the mmd and
leads it to- lnfer, that ‘we must still derive some ,

portlon of -our corn from abroad and' thence :
falther to conclude, that the price ‘of corn can -

not be IOWGI, than the: prlce at which the new‘
law w111 allow 1mportatlon to take place. ‘In
this way; the: very common and- very obstinate

,1dea prevall:, ‘that "those who 'now . pxopose to

ralse the prlce for 1egulat1ng nnpoxtatlon, ‘have
no other p0551ble motlve than to raise the: ‘market
nce to the same level and to plevent 1t from
ever fallmo" below it. s S
4 From the begmnmg to the end the Whole
cham of thls reasoning. is utte1 lye erroneous. - It is
bmlt on- an ‘absolute: errm in: pomt of fact. - It
-bespeaks some neghgence in those. who -urge.it,
in- “not sufﬁ(uently exammmg the information
"contamed in the repmt of ‘the committee; “and,
where 1t is had recourse to by those who cannot

: plead 1gnorance, it dlsplays al WlSh to foment

opposition to the blll that is now pendmg, by an
appeal; addressed rather to the passmns, than to
f vhe undelstandlng of the pub'hc. HE : EEaree

That the umted kmgdom possesses the meansv ’

35.

of growing a sufficient. supply of corn for its own

consumption, is now fully proved by the custom
house returns of the imports and exports of corn;
whlch .show, ' that we exported to a greater”
amount in the years 1811. and 1812, than we
1mp01ted and’ by the- notonety of the. great

abundance of the two follow-ng harvests. ‘That

we can grow much more “than we ‘want for

our own, consumptlon, w1ll qppear to every. one,
in the least degree acqualnted with the actaal

state of tillage husbandr y,: it being well known,

that, if the; improved system of Nox folk, and some
few - other . counties, was to become general
throughout the united kmgdom, every acre now

in tillage, would yield at least one thlrd more
corn than it now produces *, . '

But the cxrcumstance whlch places the questlon >

g The femhty of the Uround in tempelate regions, is
capable of being |mproved by cultlvatlon to an extent whlch
is unknown much however, beyond the state of improve-
ment in any coantry in Europe In our ownl which holds
almost the firs place in’ the knowledge and encouragement
of agriculture, let’ it only be supposed that every field in
England of :the same original quahty wnh those in the neigh- -
bourhood of the metropohs, and, comequently, capable of

the same fertxhty, were, by a hke management, made’ to

yxeld an equal produce, and lt may be acserted 1 beheve
with.tr uth, that the quantnty of human provnsmn ransed in the
1sland would be m(.reased ﬁvefo]d ”. :
‘ Palqys thlosophy, vo] n, page 359
R
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whether or not we can siipply ourselves, beyond

“all doubt, ‘is the. ability of Ireland to, add to
,her present ploductlon ofcorn, i - il tsii

~ Many have found fault Wlth the commlttee,
because they examined witnesses only ‘as to the
state of - the: corin- trade of - Ireland; 1mp‘ut1ng

most perversely to them, that they did so, in

orf]er to -discover how to fregulate the ‘corn trade

f Great Bntam.;_ But those who have ‘made

tlnq charge, have wholly mistaken the object of

“the commlttee or, if they have not mlstaken ‘
it, they have unfauly mwreplesented 1t - The

intention - of the ‘committee,’ “in exammmg these

w1tnesses, was to’ avoid the same omission which -

Thad l‘been made: by all f01 mer commlttees - who hHad

the same sub_]ect before them ; namely, that of for-.

- getting that sucha country as Treland was in-exist-

3 ence, and thatshe was peculiarly capable of assist-

ingto feed the; populatlon of Great Bri 1tam. When

tixe commlttee of the pnvy Councd by command‘

of hlS md]esty, devoted sevexal months, ln 17 91

to the mVesflgatlon of. the .coTf_tr ade, ‘though
they madea very lontr T epont replete w1th averyla-
~ bour ed -account of the old laws, and of many other

thmgs tha.t bespoke gxe'xt mfm mation concermng .
t‘he detalls of the questlon, m estlmatmg the:

B ﬁc1ent food for its populatlon they never once’.‘
’ thouwht of 11 elaud Whel\eab, if they had hap-

pened to examine a few witnesses, well acquainted
with the fertility of fits soil and its general fitness
to ;grow ‘corm rand’ if - they’ had advised' a frée
trade -in’ corn, - between Gréat: Britain and I res
Tand; 'a free exportation of c¢orn:at all’ times; and
sich an efficient fregulatlon of the importation of
fmelgn corn,” as ‘would have glven to the Irish .
farmer ‘a’ pxeference OVer the forewn farmery

they: would have made a- ‘report, whiéh* would
have bieen followed; if acted upon by the legxslae-.
ture, by the most certain advantage to the public

interests; mstead ‘of' makmg one; which led" to

Very little, if to any good account In or der to

ducmg mcontl overtxble pl oof that the umted
kingdom could grow a vast deal’ ‘more corn, than
was Sufﬁment for 1ts oOwWn consumptmn, the com-
mlttee obtamed that Trish- ev1den0e, »whlch ls

‘-glven in 1ts report and not for. the | purpose of

endeavourmg to show, as it has been tauntingly
imptited to them, ‘what- the price should he, for
reguliting the 1mp01 tatlon of forewn com mto
Great Butam. o .

Thls ev1dence* shows, that 1n Ire]and there

:* .Some have gone so far, in 1eprehendm0' the c0mm1ttee,

as o deny the competency of the witnesses to give authentic -

evidence ; ‘but they have evidently done so, from, not takmb‘

. any pams to learn thelrlespeetlve merits.

Mr Wakefield - has been e;\ammed before every commlttee
that ‘has mqun‘ed into the corn’ uade durmg the: h;»t ﬁfteen

i
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exists ~every quality: to render.: her . the granary;

tain, but of the: south of
Europe.” . Italsoshows; that, if the system oftillage
husbandry: in Ireland was: improved to: thel extent
to which' it is: «capable - of - being; improved, the
produce: of the land noiv:in tillage might' ‘be in-
creased ‘one half; and that, if the occasion .re-
quired ity an additional quantity;of land; .in every
respect: fit to .grow . corn,; to an mconcelvable '
amount mxght be brought into ‘ullage. It llke-

v well quallﬁed to gwe evxdence

years, | He was. partxcularl
ided there. th\'ee years, s, for-

on the state of Ireland havmg resi
the purpose of collectmg mformauom .

Mr Kzllal_y ‘has for many years ‘been engaded i maklher
smv.eys for canals, "ander ‘the direction of the’ ‘Gtand Canal'
Company: -and- the ‘Directois General of Tnland Navigation,
and has very justly acqmrerl a very. dlstmgmshed reputation,

t skill and success asa cxvxl engmeer,

for his grea
talents he has dxsplaved in reportmu upon t,he 1esources of

y-—-—He is hkewxse concemed m extensLVé ﬂom

the countx
‘mills. -

. Mr. Shaw,.
the Irish trade, -was nble to give
ev:dence On l'llS recommendatlon,
Mr Callaghan,
ol(‘ork ‘who are extensive
connected with the corn.

" M. Griergon, -

Trish board-of agriculture,
Society of Ireland, and has proved himself to be a very: good

by lns success, in obtammg numeromprea

a member of the house, from:; hm connexion: thh
e very useful and authentxc
the commxttee e*:ammed

ly engaged in every branch of brade

pr actical farmer,
miums for 1mprovements in husbandry

and for the .

“of the house of Messxs Callagham and sons, »

has been a prmmpal con@luctor of the.
known by the name of the Farming:

; ‘have been fmmed
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wise explains ‘to us,:that:the soil, the:climate
At J

.the:number and habits of the people, the abund-

ance of natural manure, and the convenience,of

-seapor ts, navigable rivers, a and inland nav1gat10n,

which belong to Ireland, . give. her the means of
wr.mymg ‘md‘ exportlng corn: almost without li-
mit. o ol i a s e e .
T he:zcommittee have.thus bfoughéf nnd‘er; pub~
lic ‘observation a state . of :things, "ot only not
supposed to exist, but. about which there was no
inclination to.: bestow the least consideration.
Had it notbéen for the course of - ‘inquiry they

- adoptéd, parliament mlght ‘have been again call-

ed upon and no doubt would have been: called
upon,. if. some -persons- had had the - dir ectlon of
the report ‘of a select. commlttee* to leglslate on

the corn trade, without - any knowledge ~of ithis

mos't important part of'the subject. v 5o
. There being. no’ longer, ‘then,: any “doubt,
that the united kingdom is capable of growing a

jsufﬁment supply of corn for its own consumption,
the next step to be taken is- to show.how the

theory will operate, upon whmh the new blllb

s

. * It is very remarkable, that thouvh Ileland ha» beeu )
:umted to. Gleat Bntam for thlrteen yeam m all the calcul
- tions of the export and lmpon: trade of corn, in'a xecent ula;
y llCdthl’l by a ‘right honourable gentleman, who- clmms P ;
. credit for a.ccuracy, the trade of Ireland is omltted 'g'e?t '

L LR L Pt VLR
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The qdvoca.tes qf them rest their whole ‘case
on the gxea.t prmmples of pohtical economy: of
supply and . demand. :: They, say, if you will. act
upon these pl*mmples, -you will’ do. that; which

| will secure:a permanent. supply of com, and at
the . most ‘moderate: rate of price. oo
To. draw forth thls supply, it is onlv necessas

ry,. 'accor ding’ to thé explanatlon which- has beenr
given, by Dr. Adam Smith- of the ‘best mode of

'obtdlmng a sufficient: supp];y of ‘any. antlcle, to
_renderthe demand Aforit as great and:as steady .as
pos&b]e - In the.case of .corn,. if we allow fo-
reign: corn tobe. Imported! we necessanly dimi-

pish:the demand for corn. of our. own ouowth
and: thus take a.w&y Q. part of bhe cause, - which:

‘would otherwise operate in adding to the supply -

In order; therefme, to have the. supply of corn of

our:own growth sufﬁment for our: consumpt}on,

we: mustz restrlcb ﬁhe lmporta.tlon of . corn, and

thus:: render the demand for corn: of our own
growth greatell in that degree, than it otherwxse.

wou}d be.: REST

. But, if:we. do ‘50, accobdmg to. the s*tme au-
‘ thonty, we sllall not only obtain. & supply that
will be sufﬁcxent ‘but a supply that will be su-
pexﬂuous, f(n he cleally proves, ‘that the com=
Petmon to. meet the dem’md will 'llwavs lead to_:
Loar gleatex supplv thau the actual demcmd, re-
: (LU1reS : et e o

 If; then, these are sound principles, and ‘the

reasoning of Dr. Smith upon them is. correct, the

restriction of the importation of foreign : corn

must secure to-us the first. obJect of the bllls,

: suﬂiment and superﬂuous supply.

i Ine 1egard to: the second obJect a modelate

price of corn; it is plain, .that this plenty whlch_
will - be obtamed will be attended with a low.
pmce, and that . this superfluity will reduce the
price stlll lower, so as.to be as low as it is in. the:
nature: of things - that it. can ever: be, . consistent:
with any sort of fair Proﬁt,to_ the grower of corn,:v'

- To this reasoning, whichisgrounded on unques-;

_tlonable data and estabhshed _principles, it is. re~

phed “the whole is colour able, it cannot be true,
because the obJect of the: bills is to raise prices

and to. sustain high rents,. and these low - prices
| wﬂl be the seeds of the destructlon of the. whole:
prq;ect. il ' EEERRIEN |

- But, if. those Who say 50, wlll only foun theln’

qpmmns from thelr own. means of Judglng of
~ the grounds upon which these bills are proposed,

‘instead of dependlng on the false assumptions of
some and the unfounded asseltlons of others,»
who cry out hlgh pnces and exolbltant rents, in
orde1 to. confound all reasoning, . and raise a cla-.
mour agamst the bllls, they will lealn that ‘:helei '
%s__no ;SQPh,lftrY’_ ner any macouracy_ hatever, to\‘

G
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s

urged in ]uqtlﬁcatlon of them. . -
.. That the low prices which would follow f1 om

_a qupelﬂuous supp]y \V0uld contubute ‘to dimi-

nish the supply, and bring it back to a level with

- the démand, is no. doubt true.. But as, accord«»

ing to the maxim, it is: 1mp0351b1e to:have
enough w1thout a eupelﬂulty,” it becomes expe«
dient, in- order to secure enough to have a perma-—
nently snperﬂuous supply of corn; and it is pro-
posed;. accordingly, to - eﬂ'ect 1t by the bﬂl for
allowing a . free- exportation. -

~Ithas been so confidently said, that the unme-a :
diate result of passmg the bill for regulatmg the L
’xmpoxtatlon of corn wﬂl be a rise in the present

price. of ‘corn,’ dnd that its tendency must be
to keep up the price permcmently higher: than it
'WOlﬂd be, 1f we. allowed a free 1mportat10n, that

it is. necessary, now . that the principle - of it

‘has been explamed to trace 1ts plobable opexa-

tmn on the price of corn. .+ -
The price. of  wheat, for the average of the

. twelve maritime districts of England and Wales

the week: endmg the 21st of 1 ’V[dy, ‘was 67s. 11d.

If this price is in any’ degree a price that. has"‘,

been regulated by the importation of - foreign

' awheat, to that degreé the bill; for restrammg im-
_ portatxon wonld advence it. - But this pmce is

43

i price settled by the quantity of our own wheat - |

in the market, and on hand in the country;
‘and, therefore, the ‘bill cannot advance it. - The
fact is, the abundance of our own corn alone, has
brought down the price to its pr esent level;: and
‘this is so great ‘that there is" every Teasonto
suppose that ‘it Wln fall stlll lowe:, even If the
blll shall become a’ l'uv. CRINNE

“In regard to what the pmce Wlll hereafter be, '

1t must be allowed, that; so far as the' bill- shall
contmbute, during this year, to prevent the im-

portation of corn, it will contribute’ to- keep it
up to its present rate of 8s.6d. the bushel;. in

~ bank paper, or of 6s. 5d. the bushel, in guineas.
‘But- of this price no consumer, surely, can-éom-

piam. In. the next year, “as the farmer : will
have tlie full benéfit ‘of the whole of the demand
for our consumption, he will' probably grow ‘as

‘much as he has grown of late years; and, there-
fore,if the'cr opisa good one, the price will keep as -

low as it now is: In the following - yeals, the

certainty, of a steady market will lead to a-super-
fluous. suppl ¥, and then the price will still he loweér.
It will thus become gradually: loer: and lower,
till it shall be on a level with the rest of Eur ofie, -
“and then we shall be able to secure pelmanemly a

superﬂuous g1 owth of com, by belng able to export

o .
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,'lt, and-sell it.as cheap as foreign corn can be: soldin

~ the foreign markets. Thisisthe state thatthe.coun-

try.was in, ‘while the law -of Charles 1I was in

force; that is, ina state as near perfectlon asitisin

_the nature of things that we can be in; not only

) ha.vmg sufficient for our.own consumptlon, but-an-
average superfluous ‘supply, at all times ready to

’ meet thedeficiency of abad season,and, with it, at-

the sametime, the lowestrate of prlcethat canexist, "

oonsistent.with-a reasonable proﬁt to the grower.
- But the advocates of the new bills can say they

are_not only 11ght, as to the prmc1ples on which-

they have framed them, but are borne out by)

- the expeuence of nearly a whole century. -

" The -act of the 22 C.1I, c. 13, which 1mposed'
a duty on the 1mporlatlon of for elgn corn, which -

almost amounted ‘to a plohlbmon, Was the lawf
of the land from 1670 to 1773. o

.. The price; by . this act, for regnlatmg the im-

portatlon of wheat was one third- higher than
the avelage pnce of. wheat for the preceding

twenty years. It was’ 53s.5 makmg together,

with a duty of 8s., Whlch was’ payable when the:
 price exceeded 535., - the regulating - puce 61s:

"The' pnce that would now be equlvalent to 61s.°
lS 1058 ; ‘belnv a p] 1ce gleater than the avemge‘ '

.....
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Concm rent with thislaw of Charlesthe Second;
: for regulating the i importation of corn, there was'

the law of the same prince, for pelmlttlng the
free exportatlon of corn; and the law, of Kking:

‘William, giving a bounty.of 5s. the quarter, when“

the price of wheat was below 48s. the quarter. - :
~According to the reasoning of the present. day,

. thls law .of Charles the Second would have kept

the price of wheat up to 61s.. the quarter; and
the conjoint .oper ation of restricted importation
and free -exportation, if the doctunes .of a right
honourable gentleman are ‘correct,: ‘would: have
been to raise the price of bread =
But the pllce did not. keep up to 61s., nor dld

the price of cornrise. The average puce became -

Tess than’ 1t had been fox twenty yeals, pl ev10us
to 1670. L
' ' C . . 8. d.'
Wheat 20 yeals to 1665 ... 510

30 years to 1705 .-.~*L‘741‘, 1
—_— 60 yeats to 173.) 38 2.
—_— 30 yeals to 1765‘ 34 IO*

* These p1 1ces are taken from the table in page 22 of the

Speech of the rlght hono\Jrable Geouge Rose, though the

are not exther the Eton prices, or the prices of the statute qum{ .
ter, bt erroneously calculated on the pnnc1 ple ofdeductmg one_
ninth mstead of two ninths’ from the Eton prices. For the

sake of ‘comparison, “howéver, ‘the table ‘is auﬁ’iment ds*the’

var:atlon from the true prices is umform I A
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‘ ’1 ke aver age price- "of wheat for sixty-eight years,

to 1765, according to. the tables of Eton prxces, :

‘was 33s. 3d. the statute quarter* ,
~ But the. price was mnot only lower, whﬂe these
laws were in force, than it had before beer; but

' the supply of corn, of our own' growth “was snf-:» |
ficient for our own: consumption,” and ' to ‘allow

of 2 considerable annual exportation.” Tt appears;‘
~ from the accounts of the imports and - expor;xs o‘3
‘corn, that,from the years 1696t to 1765, t eri
was a constant balance of exports; on averqgee o
four and ﬁve years taken together. .

Excess of Expm‘t&. o

'k{j‘.»'5 years endmg 1101 <ot 139’866 ars:,

6 ditto 1707 ... 289,304&_:
4 ditto 171 . 299,367 U
4 ditte 1715 ... 453,986

4 ditto 1719 ... 485,852 .

5 ditto, . 1724 ... 532,732
s ditte 1729 ... 216 643"‘\_?, o
5 ditto 1734 ... 468,844
5 dittor 1739 ... 597,462 e
s Cditto”T 1744 ... 446 373:._15 S
5 ;.}';dntofff,fl_1749 ‘v,__, ..; 932,593_{;?
[ Repoxt, page 5 and Chalmers, page 322,‘ G

1‘ Noaceurate account can ‘be obtamed. of the trade prmr |

to tliis date, .

47
S L Ewess of Exports e
‘ years endmg 1754 . . .1080,077 qrs“ !
]5 ditto 1759 ... 273,805
dltto - 1764 cee 696 117=Nc

These prlces, and this state of trade, whxeh
prevalled durmg the whole time that the system
of law was in force which lestncted lmportatmn\
and perxmtted free - expmtatlon, form' ‘a’ case,
qmte mcontrovertlble, ‘of the: practxcal illuss
tration- ‘of " the pohcy of the system." ‘,'«The
advocates of the new bxlls, rest tizezr case upon
this practice, and conﬁdenﬂy say, that if the
same pohcy is now adopted it Wlll be followed
by similar consequences that i 19, a sufﬁment sup-

: ply of corn, both for ourown coneumptlon, and for
exportatlon and a lower puce, than the pnce
which has ex1sted under a pohcy of the opposxte
character.” i o

They appeal to"what occurred” after the year
1765, as a farther pracucal lllustratmn of these .

. doctrmes

In 1765 and each of the seven followmg yedra
laws - _were - made, prohlbltxng the export tation of
corn, and allowmw the 1mp01tdt10n of it, duty
free; and. i in 1773 the act of 13 Geo IH c. 43,
was passed -which prohlblted exportation, when

the prlce of Wheat exceeded 446‘. the qual ter, and

s

* Report, page 5 and Chalmers s l}mmate, page 322



e

S ey pap oyt mioncs

=48

—a]lowed 1mpm tation, when the price was at or’

above '48s. the quarter,‘ and thus repealed the

1egulatlons of 22 C. 1I.: |
An eutire change in the system of legislative

regulation was thus effected in the first instance,

by the annual laws commencmg in . 1765 and

‘ﬁnally completed by the 13 Geo. ‘III in 1773 %,

The average price of Wheat fm‘ s1xty—e1ght
ye‘us to ]765, of 33s. 3d the qualter, advanced
to an average price. of 44s 7d t. the quarter, for

30 years, to 17955 to 68s 5d. the quarter,, for
twelve _years, to 1804 a.nd to 883 lld for ten.

years, to 18134’. i e S
In place of contmumg to calry on an export

PR

- Excess of Impoﬂs
"‘_ 5 yea.rs endm«r 1763 . 223,184 qrs. .
L “ditto 1774 . 276 206
f“'5' | ditto 1779 290,595

/% 1t is a mere qulbble, to say that there was 10 change tlll
4773, ‘because the seven preceding laws were ‘temporary.

‘The_change;, sevidently,. should be- dated. from the time at-

whlch exportatxon was prohibited,. and  free. 1mportatxon als
lowed See the Speech of the ught honourable Georue
Rose, pa«re 20, ‘ * :

1- See R.epm‘t, page 6; and Chalmers, paﬂe 392,

1 See Report, pages 6, 7, and Appendlx, No. 1. : It will
appe'\r, ona mmute cempanson of the statement of 'che report,
and of a contradlctory statement in the same Speech, page 21,
that the repmt 13 qmte accumte, T g inipioen

!

7‘49

eI T Exces&offmports Sy
5 yeals endlno 1/84 , 185,906 qrs. .

; 5‘ ditto 1789 .. e; 198,716 .
dltto L1794 L1, 145 584* -
Intwelve years to 1804, ¢orn and ﬂour ‘were: 1mport—
ed, ‘amounting: to: the. yalue of 37,613,4351.; in’
nine years to 1813, to. the value of 21,021,700 .
This; great : change. in - the state of ‘the. .corn

, trade, both as to. price and as: to expmt ;80 pre-

asely cor responds with the change in the systeml
‘of leglslatlve reguldtlon, as to warrant thls prac-
tical conclusion, that restricted i Importation, and

-a free exportation of - corn, is: that system which

is best- calculated to sectire a supply of corn, and

with 1t ‘amoderate puce.\_‘/ Rt r I RYEESE TN
-~ There are several persons WhO have advanced :

some yery vague. arguments,’ in an attempt ‘to

 explain, that the change which took place in the

corn trade since 1764, was owmg to our havmg
become a ‘manufacturing - countr v, 'and to our

o*reettly increased population. ;. But, in point of

~ fact, it is not true that our: manufaetures arrived

at any very great, pelfectlon, at so ea1ly a’ penod
as that. immediately following 1764

there any kind of authentic proof, of EQva popu—»

. Report, page 6 and Chalmers, page 322 B
> Appendix to Report, No. 1. These stateménts relate to
corn of all kinds. . Their. accuracy has’ been demed on- other

Statements ¢ of the trade an wizeat only Speech, &c p. 24,

H
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lation h‘avmg mcmased in: any great degree, at

that pelrod' 'But ‘even: 1f the facts were'as they
are stated. to be, it by "1 o means fol]ows, that
they would: accounj: for ‘our ceasmg to supply
ourselves with: ‘coin, ‘and- for the advance in ‘the
price ofit. On the ‘contrary; as the demand for

it would have been greatly incredsed, according . -

to the prineiplés of: demand-and supply, thesup-
ply: wonldihazve gone on regularly amd gxeatly in
creaﬁno‘ P :‘:{« s AT i RS

-+ That the permlttmg of the free Impm tation of
‘corn,in 1766 End> ‘afterwards, mlghrtx not: have
betn ithe cause 'of the.clrange;. may very: spossibly
betrue, because: the- price:of corn.in’ England
was ‘at that time- pr obably-as low as ‘the: prxce ‘in

- foreign countiies.  But- when themecessary" con:
- sequencesiof @ prohibitioniof expor tution; forthe

soven yearsisucceding 1764, sandiof thevegulatwn

pfithe13/Geb: TIE; by which ~ekpmfcatmn Was pro-

‘hibited, if fhevpuce of ‘Wheat'was unier 44s.;ate

dulytexammed -thechange i the trade imay'be

safely-attiibiited to that partief the éhange*m the
Yaw Whlch ireldted to expdrtamon. S 5

- Porsif ¢ :exportation is' prohiblted and ‘lf the '
' piraxii be true; #< that to ‘have: enough we must
Lflty,

~ have a superfl we.never canhave a sufficient

supply.:The reasonis, becatise the farmer-knows,

that,. if smorecornis: sgrown’than. the hiome: ‘con*
~ sumption req\m'es, fhe surplus’ wxll Jower 'thie -

of theirtheony. -

price:of: Athe whole stock -and afford 1o, eqmva,
lent return whatever, for: the expense. of grow:

ing ‘a surplus. -+ A prohibition -of | -exportation;

therefore, not-only limits:the anarkel 'to onr own
consumptlon, .but- makes it -the; mterest» i the
farmer:never-to, grow as: much as:an average sups
ply of it, because, if he were to-do se; in all: ‘goot
seasons; he.. Would not: be paid for:the: quantity
exceedmg the average. o The prohlbmon “of
exportation in 1765; and in. -subsequent.: years;
must, rtherefore, - have drxven -capital out of: agri-
culture; ‘and in.this way, it.would. have brought
about: just:. that cha.nge in:the. trade’and ‘thé
puce, which afterwar ds oceurred.i it |

- But, besides the. experienee of ,What has haps.
pened, in' regard to the eorn’ trade, fram: 1(170
to. the present time,. the advoeates -of- the mew .
bills:gay: the. occurrences. of. the: last -eight years
afford :anather practwa} xllustratlon of: the vahrhty

.2(1

- 1806 and 1807 5 tlxe Berlm and: Mda;n des. |
crees . were - issued:by. the French::government;
and, in 1807, our:ewn:government jssued:theig
orders m coum,;l
active operation, and con]omtly withtheinfluence
and exertions of Buonaparte in-Holland,: Dend-

mark Pruss1a, and-Russia, a very great restraint
was. m;posgd a.nd contmued_to existy up to. last

-In: 1808, hoth-: came: into |
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yea,i‘, on thexlmportatmn of all forexgn goods into

this couhtry..» Though the’ average price of wheat
for 1809, was 95s. 7d:5 for 1810, 106s. 2d.;. for

18115 94s. 6d.; and-. 1812 +::125s.5d.; + foreigh

corn: was not lmported m ‘any- tcoinmensurate
,ameunty notw1thstandmg the prlce of 1t abroad
was as:lowias it usually s, N R R RS EIRY

:+"Fhe ,consequenee of - the demand for corn bemg
ﬂms, inagreat meastire, conﬁned to thatofiourown

‘ growth and-of: the-high: prlce of - 1809 rcontinu-

Ang. . steadily througli‘the yeais: 1810, 1811 and

A812§: iwas,iin: theifirst - place, great profit:to'the
Aatmer; ir: the:inext.place; an: increased: supply, “
’ and finally,;an-abundance; which has:enabled us

#o feed ourselves,‘and: has’ also been‘ productﬁre of
Ahéipresent low-pricess: »:fi yili foanvigia s
va:dn point:offact;.the themy whlch s proposed
to'be adopted has:been:already: in:the: fullest

soperation during thelast five years, and, instead

-of the advocates of /it being:in'a state to'recom-
.ménd-it;" as: one: to-be tried :de ' ‘novoy: all ‘they
- have torequest is; to take advantage:of the good

. thiat-has:been: derived: from it,” by continuing-to

nge itzeffect; «that-:we :may :thas complete ‘thie
progws‘: enow:miaking: ‘towards bringingthe: corn
trade to-something likea state of :perfection’.
«All they ask is, to secure the advantages which
the accidental restrlctlon of the: 1mporta.tmn of

‘wasintroduced; in:1765.

53
eoro;hesheStowed uponus; and,'instead of suffers
ing the:peace to-take away all profection from-our

farmel s, to mterpose w1ths a laW to contmue 1t

.,or

them to: 0‘0 on Wlth that extent of cultxvat10n,~
which is now . equal tor ‘supplyiusy andswhich

soon will be equal to ~enable us to: «export corn. -

By: taking a: contraly course, thats; by allowmg-

the peace to remove at:once all restraint onimpor-
' ;tatmn, you! rwill check: the inclinations and:abili-
ties of ‘the: farmer: Just at: the ‘moment; When a
few: years ‘more of - protectlon would. enable him.

to:-come:: into - eompetltmns with . the foreign

;farmer, yon will thus ’thxoW*evexy thmtv badk,
and reduce. usto that: state .of. dependen‘ce and

of high pmce, that the ccountryhas:repeatedly
been in ever'since the, mmﬂar system of pollcy

~But the advocates of the bx]l fm 1egulat1ng

ilmportatlon need not rest ‘their case solely o1 the -

experlence :which is-so. favom able to them‘«they

“ean. refer;- after the- exa,mple of their opponents,

“to:; the. writings of -Dr; Smithy» and:: :show :that
_the" proposed regulations fall under. those 1ules,‘
‘.'Wthh ‘he.:lays down _for - making » exceptions -

to. the : genelal rule: of--a complete freedom: Oi‘ e
;Atrade.,‘,; g

“"~'.-;'!.li»"3‘ i

He says, if a, partxcular obJect of our own: in- .
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dustry is essentlal for the defence of the' cauntry, ‘ Another Jinstance:in’ which. Dr. “Smith  says | '
protecting . dutxes may “be: 1mposed*-» and he | proﬁectmg du‘tles may he. ‘1mposed 1s, in; the ca}sre
iHustrites his’ redsonmg ‘by the n'wxgatmn act, |
Wwhich’ he catls the. Wlsest Iaw on . the’ stataté
book “though he proves it to be detnmental to
thé general Wealth of the country. . Aald
+ In respect ¢ to corn, an mdependent snppiy of
it s’ (fhitel edsential - to “its:: perfect * secunty.,
Thotigh'we have not yet; at any ‘time, ‘beert al- |
togethar at the: meréy'of’ ouf‘enemies fmz' foo& 1o !
'eat we have more thzm om:e beert veny nem‘Iy
0. I1810; 'We were. obhged to get corn even:
ﬁom Frante. "Tn that year, we nnported from 3
{hiende 337,498 quarters of cotn ‘diid 202,923 cwts:
of flour Had Buonapavte"cemp}etely* succeeded—“ i
inhis: ttémpt to ‘conguer Russia, he’ couid ins i} ;
~ goneert’ ‘with ‘the Amemcans, i 5 bad’ harvest! ' nﬁ
had occuned have reducad us tQLompIete subm - 33
HIf another confederac‘y of the‘northem powersf oy i
sh(hﬂd evér be formed, ‘to- -pesist’ our - claims’ to |
mdritime rlghts and if  Alnerica should becotrie .
aparty,: ‘a¢ ‘she most” ‘probably would do, t‘hey; , Wiﬂl cautmn and'én cumspégtxon Wexe th _'I'é: S ;:
. would- only havé to folla‘ “our own’ examp}e fn ’ ' .;hxgh dlmel? and protecmone taken 3Way all , ﬂt o i
' regard to” Norway, i w’v g uld be pressed 'by‘ o ; 4}
- scarcity, ‘to secure the mgans "‘of humbhng and r
dlsgracmg WS, e L eI e e R v L o "
' ol ;S'a'g‘é“i?Qé: e (I A.if_{yal;‘,_i\_;,_':pgggs‘;95,0_ 3
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as-to deprwe, all. at once, many; thousands of gur’

 people of their ordmary employment and means

, of subsmtence*‘r

Though no: hlgh ‘dutxes and p}:otectlons have

~ e\nsted by law.in: favour of the farmers,: 1estrlc-

tions on: the amporta.uon of corn, -of’ eqmv'ﬂent

~ eﬂ'ect, have been estabhshed durmg the last five

years; . b} those . measures, ; which have dis-
tmO‘ulshed the pdrtmular (;haro.cter of the late

‘ _War. i. “'To allow, therefore, peace to. take place,

. manner, W

and do away, at once, these restrictions, -would
be to restore the freedom of trade in. that sudden '

which - Dr. Smlth | says ‘would - be. at=
tended w1th great ! mlﬁchlef and . calamlty. ‘ Fosx
Teign. coIm . ‘would  be poured so - fast! 1nto the
‘home ma,rket as, to depuve, all at once, many«
thousands of our: falmers, and- our farmmcr la~
bourers,’ of their ordmaly employment and means

of subs1stence. SRy e
I, then, even it should be adusable to adopt

e

a complete freedom of trade, . the pr o_posed bill

fm regulating lmportatlon ought -to - he passed

in order that it may be; restored by slow. grada-

. tions, aud W1th due cautlon and cir cumspectlon 5
and the advocates of a- free txade, mste‘ad of
-,opyoelng it, hould only requlre a clause to be

| * Y".}:.ii,;P"!g?.QQQ'. =
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inserted; thatys satargiven period, the m}porta«.
tion:of-corn should:be wholly. free., i .
3 ”} YET ST
JIf they would, admlt the authori 1ty of Dr, Smith,

" | to :govern ; them.. .on this: pomt,,ythen} the d),spute. ‘

between them: and the adyocates, of - the Proposed ‘
alteratwns of the; Corn ngs rwopld be,nalgrowed_
mto as ;very small; compass. For,mf the bil )

_ should produce the eﬁ'ects, whlch it s sald they‘ . /

will: pxoduce, thatwlsﬂz a superﬁuous(gupply,

gmdualifall in-prige:to, the; level, wn‘h the, rest, _qf .

Europe, and an: established. export,, the1 the re-.'
stramt of 1mportat10n ulll nok;he requis1fe to'
plotect our farmers. < If; it existed by law, - ),t
would be: 1noperat1ve in: such . state - of thm'g'ex.‘
Bt still, it might.be ;2. q\festlon, whetber 1t(

. Would not;be, good : pohcy to,retain . 1t .in; orl r,

: eommumtyu )

to give confidence to the;farmer, ; and thus pr -

RN

~ seivesall the: mducement{m our,poyer, to, mz).ke o
sure’of a sufﬁmency of.a. comm dety, Whlch is 50y

mdxspenmbly necessary o the comfort and hap--
pinessy;and -to; the- wealth, and st,rength of the,

~susta1n exorbltant rents 3 but, .on the contraly,
to prove that the object of them is to prevent, in
‘the: ﬁrst mstance, the 1nJury that Would fo]low
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N oi’ the pmry councﬂ of 1796 who say—-“ For:

L

5

- filoiti aHOng a free trads’ all dt' once’; and aléé’

to prevent the” great dxscouragement of" tlllager

 that’ it Would give rise to: ! In the next place, -

the o‘l)Ject of them 45 “to’ securs’ the! eontis
nuance ‘of the same extent of cultwatlori’,‘thataat”

presént éxists ; ‘and’suchi a gi radnal fal} in priee as[
s‘hall allow all partles ‘time to prowde against any :

: posmble anllI'Y, ‘that it may lead to. “And; last=

ly the’ obJe’ct of ‘them i$ to’ glve i fair opportu—
nity to the capltal ‘of thesé cointries 16 produceé:

i agrlculture ‘the’ same” eﬁ'ects it has already

produced in manufactures s ithat " is;  a’ greatly:

- mcreaeed productlon, attended with diminished;

pnces H but at'the same’ tlme accompamed with
a sufﬁc1ent Proﬁt though 4t a much more mode~
ra.te ]3er centage rate than" the heretofore com~
mon ‘ritte 'of agrxcdltural profito wri

Som’é gentlemen’ who' have oppoe.ed the bilk:

for- regulating 1mpoi'tatlon are’ Wﬂhng to allowy

ge* THAT THE GROWER‘ OF LORN SHOULD Bh ‘EFQ
FECTUALLY lPRO’I‘ECTED”- 1‘0 'I‘HEI EXTENT OF ’THB’

' PRICE BEING HIGH ENOUGH TO ENSURE HIS B‘EING‘* .

xiéi.E 'ro PAY A mm RENT; AND’ x0- HAVE i RnA«
SONA‘BLE PROFIT %o HIMSELF* 3 They even: go‘
farther, and quote the‘report of the  committee:

' e

: those\ employed in the ; P oductlon of

‘ and cOnsumer, well underetood are. 1es at ,
~ance, -than. at_ first they amay: appeal'*é” :
vthls .class, of opposers. pretend -to. _say, t
there. i

s theirs, alone ; for it was, thelr duty to
inoved.- for.a, select commlttee, to obtam the m-

~ formation they allege to be Wantmg, at the open-

g of the, session, When notice was .given that
the | questlon Would be agam brought f9r—» '

59

CONTTT

the sake of the. conaumer, the most. hberal encou-‘
ragement and protectlon should be g;l

is mnot suiﬁment mformatlon befoxe the
e.;of . commdns to; enable it to determme
What this protectmg Pprice, should be.,,,- Pl
. 3 they are correct in then‘ assertloh, the

wavé ~

'Ward e gt oo |
z SV E L;' g
But the;assertmn is: not correct. The com-

‘ .mlttee ef last- year d1d not overlook thls pomt of

......

raced the operatmn of the law ot Charles the.
Second and: tha;t of the. laws of 1773,“1,91, Smd
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\adop ‘the pr1n01ples of the lch of Chm lés the

, §Secend in’ takmg 4 hew price of 1egu1at10n' ‘and -

‘they pro‘posed IObs. ‘as equlvﬂent to 61,7 in his
‘veighi's that is; & ipricé’one third: hl@her than the

v'average pnce of the ’cwenty precedm [years;on.

the prmmple, that:615. was one third’ hlgher~than :

“the ‘average’ “of 'the’ precedmg twenty years;”to
1670, ‘the ‘date of ‘the Taw of’ Charles the Second.
It was not atiall’ necessary, therefme, for them

"fo make any mqulry into’ the: price. that’ would

_a.ctly aﬁ'ord a reasonable profit ‘to:the’ farmet,
or secure a fair 1ent " *They did not congider the

: questmn in the conﬁned view of - upholdmg pro— ‘
}ﬁts and rents, ‘but with the sole object ¢ of -secur-
1ng ‘an indept ndent supply, at'a:moderate prices

€

and, ﬁndmg’"tha.t the ‘country ‘had- enjoyed ‘both -

Candér the Taw 'of Charles ‘the Second; they felt

themselves safe m advxsmg a Tecurrence 4o the

' su(:ceszul prftctlce of nearly a: whole centary. -
- But, if they had not thus acted on prmclple

and expenence, ‘and had: undex taken 'to recoms
mend a. price” ‘that w()uld be sufficient to remune-
te "'roWer‘ withoiit being too ‘hight inire-

’ spect to'th 'consumer ; theyiwehld not-havetaken
“the: ceurSe ‘that. these gentlemen propose, -of jex-
emmmg farmers ‘and’ corn' factors vabout:iti;ol +be-
cause: such an attempt would only produce some

ﬁort of: explanwtwn of whai théprice should be te |

pay the’recently contracted hlgh Tate of rent for"

~¢each w1tness would of course hive for med his' opis.
nion'on  the rténts and- puces Whlch were 'of ‘late
. years current Such an inquiry ~could not have Ted
“fo'the-ascer tammg of what the Fair price ought to
) bé, ‘and’ it would most }usﬂy have exposed” the . |
committee:to ithe -charge of wxshmg to; sustam :
hlgh ptices- and highrents. 10l e
Be51des, it is- qulte ‘ahsurdto suppose fthat any: '
thlng 1like "2 -concurrence of opinion: could:have
 prevailed: between any two*thnesses »Who mxght. .

have been exammed
There are‘such’ an’ endless’number of cucumé

f stances belongmg ito’ such a varlety of consxde-
, ratlons ‘of soil; chmate,.- ameans of transport sys«" '
tem’ of leasmg, moral ‘and- ag1 icultural: habits; exs .

tentof capltal &e: &c. that bear onthe question of
the 'fitness’ of ‘any given: price as‘a standard for

' reO‘ulatmg the trade'of the united kingdom, that
a4 committee might become exceedingly: ‘puzzled
_ by ‘the- ev1dence that mlght have been. given to

‘ ‘them, ‘but could not- by any:chances have: ad=
/vanced ‘one‘*st.ep nearer thet end of: judging cor-
‘rectly“on’ the questlon, after a-laborious mves—.:
“tigation,, than they-would: have beenr-at the: :comE.
‘méncenent-of it;if they were ‘only:: acquamted
with'what‘the'‘average: price’-of .corn had. ‘been
~;for a’ certame long perlod of:, yeals 1mmed1ate}y-
‘precedlng g el e g s

R
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As 1t is thxs oeneral average of price,, that. re—
gulates and governs. the. profits. of farmmgiand;

therents of Jand, no, safe, conclusmn can be, made

upoh. what price ) wxll be a ﬁt and proper; price for-

_protecting the farmer, except it is:founded wholly

upon-. thls average. : If taken for 2 penod of
© . twenty. years; it will probably be the most carrect
datum of calculation that.can be taken;. and: for.
this reasonit. is;- that the pnce of BOS, 53 which is
_ abouti the-average price ofithe guarter.for.the. last,
‘ tWentyxyears, is:s0: umversally allowed tQ be that

pnce which ought to be now. adopted

.- Invegard-tothe price of foreign corn, all that is
. 'necessaryto be known is,that it s oenerally much }.
lowerthan the- price of our own corn;; and, if we

provzde that it shall: not. mte;fere t111 our. own

. reaches:a; given-price,: ~which may and onght t to
- be: settled without any ¢ con51derat1on of what-the
 exact price 18 ‘of -foreign. com, we. shall ds

" thatis-fit to ‘be.done. . il i A

B8 (R proposed by those, Who thus emoneously

;magme ithat the price for regulating. 1mportatmnv
| can only-be aseertained by the inquixy of.a;new

select commlttee, to. postpone the : measure, to

“the ’next session. - . But to: advlse such a proceed» ,
- ing; s Hothing - more. or less, than.to, advxse
what will renderit. 1mp0551ble that any mepsure
- will ever:do any- good to-expose the, farmers to
a.ll the m3ury that is 1mpendmg over them 5 and |

to put’ a'Sdden stop toi’ cultwatlon 1The: only’
use” of any ‘measure s’ ‘o’ prbducer ‘confidence -
among the’ farmers at' thls very moment ‘and to
~ induce: them to 'sow as ‘muchi ‘land with® corn
during the’ ensuing’ Sowing’ deason s they -have
séwn'*durmg ‘thei:last four sowing seasons.” If
they see themiarket seeureditothem, they willniot
berdeteried frorii domg so’by the lowj prices: “Butif
thepreéént]ow’prlces shall e Sub_]ect to beéredticed
stlll Iower‘by Forelgn 1mpox!tat10n, it would beiins
samty ‘to+sovw under: any expectatmn* ‘of vever
leapmg ‘a - profit - from‘the cfop. The- faci
o Fity of"COnverﬁm@ a great portlon ‘of theil and\new ~
i tlll'age for corn inté pasture atid meadowvis S0

. rézi}’@ {that ‘the- ldss ofthis" sessumfm pas31n°'a.
-'blﬂ migh{ pl“a’cé s’ under the- neeessfty, ‘in the

spate: of oiie'jédr, of 1mportmg very Tatgely fi om:

foreigh- countnes, and advahce prlces very‘ consi=
detably A T G .
So.; many pexsons have calIed the Whole* pmw
ceedln'g, both'in parhament and ‘outiof it an
& Tyish “joby that it'is necessary to’ make afew:

_ ,observaﬁons, to" “show “how far such a chm*acter

¢an'be Justly glven to i Some ‘of- thase, Who »

have been the- most forward in mstmg*th}s e+

v ﬂectlon upen 1t, are’sof tmuchiin’ ‘the ‘habit of go4 -
.« verning“their’own’ publ‘xe conduct by motwes of

pexsona,l m’cerest that )they very namrally« falk
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A mto a-habit of supposmg, tha’c the best way of
7 .ﬁndmg out what the object of any new measure
s, s by examining in what;way. the ‘person: pro-.

“posing it is. pelsonally mterected in it. - _But. such’

 acourselofi mqnny willy in. the present case,alead,-,
~only. to an-: erroneous conclusmn . for the person: .

with whom the present .discussion orlgmated has
hved too much jamong; the liberal. and. enlight=|
ened part of Brlt;sh society;, to- adopt S0, mean:
and selfish, a notion.as that .of:_ever, thmkmg of,
‘urging,any:: pubhc measyre,’ merely ‘because;; it
~might be: beneﬁclal to Ir eland P s

S0} fal from;: the; bills:now befdre%parhament
~ha.vmg -any. tendency: to advance .the dnterests

. only of Ireland; the, operatlon of. bot ) _,f them.

' must be of the, greatest benefit to. Great Butalkr;,,, '
If the regulatxons for. the 1mp0rtatmn of corn -
have anv operatlon in keepmg the ‘price: ﬁpm he- '

commg lower, as the first. effect of them. will be
" felt.in the English markets, the Engllsh farmers»

-will bethe first, from their pr oximity to, them,,

10 reap advantage from them < If the; market sof .
London and - of .the eastern: coasts of Eno‘land

' require a supply of grain, beyond what can,be,

prowded by the English. farmers,: and. these rex.

gulatlons exclude foreign. grain, the, Scoteh; far=
Mers . wﬂl have .a decided . supeuorlty ;over the

Irish i in securmg thls market, in: conbequence, of '

‘thie voyage. frbm'Séotlarrd' being shorter. ﬂran the

~voyage. from : Irelcmd ;+Lhe: beneﬁt Ireland will

- derivenwill be. that:. ofsupplying . the jwestern
¢oisty of Englandiand Seotland::;, But if Ireland
will there have a/good:market, for the; sale.of her
¢omn, ~will not;thé manufaetmmg populatmn of
- the'noith: of: Enola.nd, sand iof. Paislyjand Glass
gow,, be also. ‘benefited, by h;w«mg plenty of corn

~ toeat?:.'T hus, then; vt appears ;the mterest the -

Irlshman has.i in the measure is the. market 1t se=’

cures ito-him. ; The interest, the. Enghshman has,

s the daﬂy bree,d itsupplies ] h1mw1th Thatls, this-

gleat Irish job:will:do nothmg more;or less, than “

afford that-abundance 'of. bread. to. the' Enghsh

manufacturers;. whlch England canno‘r herseli‘ \

grow for them. ;i otvir ool o Lo
::'The /bill- for allowmg a free exportatzon of

~corn’ will not, perhaps, have so direct an opera<

tion in assisting to feed the people of this. couns
try. . But, the - moment it hecomes a law, it will
‘be-the means of relieving the great. dlstress that
is now: felt in the British colonies, for want of ﬂour

- and-cern. It, however, w111 mdlrectly contrlbute

to the plentlful supply of the, .English - market

because it will encourage tillage'in, Treland 5 and

if it bhall lead to a large ‘established export trade,
such an average smplus w1ll be ‘grown. beyond

fwhat is necessary for an-average. supply, that jt-
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. wﬁllaaﬁ“ord 'a“gfeat: yesourés i bad hawests, C T

pfevent the p‘x”éS’s‘m'e of scartity. =11 cuiupaya
Fhe freé‘éxpmtatmn of coiin: from Irelandfwﬂl
perate beneﬁcmlly 6 the landed interest ofthis”
ee)‘untry e this Way«—-As thetrade in cornbetween
- Gr eat ‘Pritatn cand ‘Treland is%qulte free, . and”
never catl be etherwmé if Irelapd was pf@hlbweﬂ
from ' expof‘tmg ‘Gorm, fs - shie! can igrow “it auch
cheaper than it can 'he grown in- ‘England;she
would seon’ send jt into- the Enghsh markets in
snch qdantltxee, ag’ Woulﬁ reduce prmes “antl vents
to'a Jevel Wxtlrthe prlces anderents of Ireland ¥.
The exportﬁt}oh from thenee to England has not
ye’c prodiwed any’ “gach eﬂ'ect, because ‘there
" has not been’ sufﬁclent ttme, ‘since: the free!: trade
- was. estabhshed to grow as much corn as: must-be
grown {w Treland: to have: thisoper ation. I,
‘However; all’ sk can and witl grov,: ‘beyond: her
oW éonsumptmxl’ 4s°te find @ market: -only:in-
E‘ngland in conseq\wnee of afree expor tation not

‘being’ alowed toforéign ‘coumtries; the: farmers
- And Tandlords-of England +will soon have:tore~
: gret ‘the' mistalcen pohoy that shalél have rejected ’

i4: TR

'!so beneﬁmal '1 measure :
The '”ehe m’cerests of Ilelzmd are,

' * It is commonly sug)posed : hat rents m Irelan Care a
:h‘gh as they aré”in E“glﬂﬂd They aver wge at l cast one
'thn‘d lower. . . B R ST T

7

\ ~Irish. fqrmers‘ - 3f this is, to, be ,he; r’

ing: populdtlon with.corn, | . But .to;judge from
 the langunga ,of, many. late. petitions,gnly one
, prmcxple(seems%o prevail, ammgg a. great, number

, @hd that s, o sell dearand bugy -gheapi ..,

,of last sessmn

alone gonsidered, shdﬁld : i)qmé;m)gex ‘that the

_ péople of that country.are prevented,. by all:sorts -
- of pratecting. and prohibiting duties;. from, buy}ng

foreign manutactmes, and, therehy, . of,. gettl‘ng
themi;as c,heap as they otherwise could da; - That

,,,,,

s, the Jaw has, given; the n;am;ﬁactures,} of. E, gy

land:-a; moxmpoly, diyeetly. at

,,,,,

side, common, justice requires . ;hat e P;;éfqrq“
should:.be, . given tothe, Irish. 'fé}'mer ?verﬁ‘}w
fore;gner, in supplying the. Engl%Sh m%lufacgur?

l)l

who: have given 4 -1 igpinion upon. this; qqestmq,

o £ ,shguld hkew1s¢ ‘be,, ;remembered, that ‘1,9

whatex‘fer degree the alterations, m,tha Com Laws
‘shall be .of - iadva;n*tage;to Ireland, they Wlll egp~

ciliate the: people, and- COnsohglate,th@ connexjon

’ »_between the- two: countriess: - ~The. pppql@t}p}; of
. Treland::is mow. known;; to: be between ,six and

seven mllhons,*;\and surely it must, bea.measyre

o of Bmt;sh 88 well as, of lush mterqst,,,whu;h

happmeSS, and Waaltb. it
8 Thxs appéat‘s frgm the populatxan te pms undmr the al;t :

shall so. 1nt1:ﬂatgly.aﬂ'egt t(hen- gengral coquq;ts,
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»f, . In ‘whatever degree also these altel ations shall - 'ﬂmn, i exchange shalle come to par, andin our
1 mcreaSe thec‘Wealth of Ireland to that degreeit: | - ' favour, ‘the change in’ currency ‘would in o de= .
i Bt ‘a great‘ Brlt h*‘object ‘becanse it ;will-afford: gree*é.lter the eﬁ‘icacy of any regulatmg prlce now
i 47ni W sotrce of - taxatlon, dn’ectly appllcable, . fixedfor’ ‘mxl)ortatlon. A ‘N6 .one ‘can expect
!' under the expected ‘new’ 1rrangement Of" the : - that such an'event<as &' complete system) of cish.
b ﬁnances of’ Iréland; to Butlsh expendlture. o | payments by thé' b'lnk -similar :to- that: Whlch
é} . o 91Tl the: argument that''someé ‘persons’ havé , existed prior to’ 1797, can be- brought about:in‘d -
i urged tha’c we ought to’ wait tlll the staté of the - very short spacef of time; whenever it-does’ occur,
% ' currency is improved befoxe iwe - alter the: Corn 1 it willl e and ‘niot 1ill theu, bea fit occasmn
La%vs-’ it 15“126 ‘be said iin ‘the first place;: that . to consider what is right to be done on’ “this,
' theére’ 1s”as’yet 1o éppearance /of any effort’ bemg ﬁ question of regulatmg the importation of corn,'
’1*‘ siade to Testore it'to its proper valdes' and, thiere~ ~ so far as the value of the currency bears upon
11 fore, “thére” can‘=’oe no certainty “of :this’ péuod oy it S : : :
4; éver afrivirgs” diid;-in - the ‘next- place, it may ’ o Havmg thus gone tlllouﬂ‘ll all the several ob-w
b6 detiied’ ithat'the probablhty cof ign-emernded Jectlons that have been urged against the Corn -
l A currency, 1s 2 dreumstance in ang way appllcable ' - Bills, as to the time’ of pressing them forward,

I K6 Justlfy deldy, “if “the' future supply ‘oficorn is- (- their pllnClpleS, and their objects, it is only ne-
‘thereby U tde hazard «11f ‘the theory of ‘ardes l cessary again to ‘declare, _ that the authors
preaatlon, by an*oﬁrer issué; of- paper is asound ; “of - them, so far from mtendmg to . sustain
i one;” as it certamly is; ‘then-the. foreign’ exchange R ‘high rents, 7ather . look forward to .a. reduc-
‘ﬁ ’vhll altcr it ‘ot favour, as fast as our-carrency ve- . kb l , ~tion. of all those which: ‘have been . calculated
E Eoversits vilite.” ‘Bt this alterationin the: exchange , , " on the prices of the last few years; .so far
’ -Wlllb mf Votiv'éftheinporter: offore]gn* icornyso from . intending to raise. the puce of . corn or
n: Cfarab an’ “diifavoaréable exchdn’geuadds to-ithe sel: 7 ~bread, they are altogether influenced by a desu‘e :
i‘ '_{Iihg'ﬁ ofiitiv: This! advantage, however,iwill B +to secure plenty and' low: prices, by avertmg

 that sudden stop to cultlvatlon, which will cex-v" ‘
tainly take place, if no protection is given to the
farmer, and which must be- followed by hlgh_
‘ puces\and scarcity. : And, ﬁnally, $0. far from

“he counteracted bya proportlonate fall-in, ‘the
}mce of our own ccrn, and a hlgher duty, T;ll
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e Acootdlngf to the"gfédnaﬁed‘ scale of 'duty.‘ v
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70 |
“r]u w;sh,mg ito beneﬁy mﬂy the. grower, of_ porq, tbey
il ~ segkfo pr otg et and jpromote the interests of; the
1»}‘i S cox;xgumers,, wh;qh, When well undenst;qu, dlﬁ'e):a
{t inne lzmd of, degree.from _those of. the growers:
i Theﬁe“ are.:the. xeal,,mptlvqs,, which, have :in-

- ﬂuenced then monduct To attribute any. other:

to, them. ls ta- do that, whxch dsan. unwauantgb_l_q
N mlsrepresgntatxon, -and. that wh;ch no apgumemt;
‘ ox fact that =1;hey have ever. advanced wﬂl at.all

g e e Tl

Jp—

Tt el F T e Bl W A

SRt

oo g

: C‘, WOOD, Pnnter, R
5 Poppins Courtj- Fleet btwet st

i raraerl e

i S K L AL R
et S

LT RN L PII PP AE Foca

A TG I B i,
T, ks

?’,3'5% [

5

‘~ v Lo : : : . -







