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to his fate.

MEN of sagacxous and reﬂectlve mlnds,
“who have traced the rise, and watched the

progress of the French revolution, have in-
formed us, that the principle of resistance

to despotism had but a small ,share in pro-

ducing it. The dissolution of that great
fabric, whose fall has shaken the world, can-
not fail to become a lesson of eternal in-

struction. . Its ruins furnish a mine of poli- -

tical science to the btatesman and the Phi-
losopher N |

Whoever i 1s lntrusted to lead in. the ad-n
ministration of those governments that still

are left, has much danger and many diffi-
culties to overcome. = His talents must be
‘commensurate with hlS task otherwize eve-

ry step he takes will only brmg hlm nearer
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But amidst all this danger, and these dif-

‘ ﬁculties, he has many and great advan-
tages. Heis not left to_ strlke at hazard,
or to’ ovrapple in-the dark.~ If the thives are
full of interest, they are likewise full of in-

structlon All that should warn, and all
~ that should: guide him, has passed under his
eye. 'The principles, by which all the<evil
that is before him has been engendered, are
~ of recent application. IHe'is not left to pore

over the “pages of Roman' and- Athenian

history, to assist himin’-deciding ‘on: their-

probable result, or their possible consequen-
- They read to him the lesson of their
own precautlon Instead of abstract politi-

cal theory, he has positive: practical experi- |

ment. He, therefore, cannot be—he .ought
not to be, ‘at least—imposed upon. by plau-

------

sibilities. - The line of right and wrong are

broadly chalked out before him. . He may -
want ability to dlStlﬂg‘lllSh or-he may want

resolutlon to decide; but, as for the rest —it
yls furmshed to him in: abundance :
The Mlmster that would lnsplre confi~

R
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| dence 1nto the prblic-must have conﬁdence
- in himself. A train of timid, ﬂutterlng, in~
decisive " feelings,: ‘can never ~carry | him
~ througli: ”the\dlfﬁcultles“that ‘oppose 41‘11m.,
- He must be:borne up byithe" cons‘t:iousnessv

that he.is pursuing ‘an honest. and an ho-

" nourable course; and so supported he must

act with promputude, ‘and proceed .with

. ﬁrmness ‘Laying his standards on the altar

of his country, he must face the ‘worst Wlth-
out fear. If his fortltude falls hlm, hls cause
is lost. ' R RRELN

ﬂuence, arising-out of power, and rank, and

talent, which can alone enable him to wield
the political strength of the nation, and to
give a steady direction to the energy of the |

pubhc will, _ C
- 'There are certain conﬂlctm@ 1nterests in

every great and opulent state, ‘which Wlll_‘
always manifest their hostility in proportion

—not to the justness of their pretensions,—

but to the growth of their power. - The '_'one’
is between the body of rank and wealth, and

" But, Wlth all thlS, he must possess that in-
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between that body of talent immediately
under it; goaded by ambition, and strug-

gling for authority. The other is engender-

ed by a description of Patriots, courting the
gaze and huzza of the populace, by inflam-
ing their passions, and then playing off
their feelings against their judgment. These
latter neither seek power nor station—appa-
rently they are quite disinterested ;—perpe-
tually ' busied in flattering and fomenting
the prejudices of the unthinking crowd
that flock round them, it is reward enough
if they succeed in setting them at war with
their rulers—their vanity is satisfied with
being saluted as the Champions of the people.
For reasons obvious to every man of reflec-
tion, this latter is the more dangerous fac-
tion of the two. ‘

The great aim of a certain deacmptlon of -

persons evidently is, and has long been—
without openly ‘forming themselves into a

 tribunal,to act as a controul on the Legis- -

lature—to usurp mrcmtou:aly that controul,
and to shelter it behind the ambiguous and

indefinite authority of public opmzon They%

reserve to themselves, among other. thmgs,-

the right to: supermtend the judicial. prero- -
gative of Parliament;. ‘and,’ v1rtually, to an-

“pul its judgment, whenever . that. Judgmentz
| opposes t/zen wzll or interferes with" t}zeu;

viewss

The prmmples 'Wthh they send forth:

* and the means by .which they contrive to.

give effect to their sentence of condemna-
tion against any one whom they are desir-
ous-to exclude from any share in the go-
Vernment is a _subject which has a strong.
and serious claim to our attention; and the
more 50, because,. from the secrecy. of its.
0perat10n, it does not excite that alarm
which it ought, and which is called for by
the magmtude and 1mportance of its conse-
quences,.-'-“ : SERDE

- A better exposition . of these prlnmples..
cannot well be referred to than is contained
in the following extract from Mr FINN ERTY’S
speech on the Cmtra convention, dehvered




at the Westmmster Meetmg, on the 20th

October 1 808.

Revertmg to lns propomtlon for convemng:
the Parhament Mr I‘mnerty observed, that'
~—Many persons might not. be Very san- "

guine in their. calcu]atxon of " securing,

- through the medium of that body, the -ade-

quate punishment of any-great public de-

lmquent who had the advantage of Parlia- -

mentary interest. Possibly he did not much
differ from such.persons ; but although the

~ punishment of guilt did not arise out of

Parliamentary mterposmon, still an €XpPo=-
sure of the guilty was to be looked for from
Par hamentary discussion. . When that ex-

' posure was made,  the pubhc would deter-
- mine; and let it be remembered, that Pu-

BLIC OPINION would have its due weight in

- this Country, whatever might be the decision
- of Parliament. Public opinion, indeed, could

never fail to be regarded in England ArL
MINISTERS MUST atiend 1o it.. Even Pitt

Inmself that worst of bad m1msters, had ne-
~ yer, in the plemtudc of his arrogance, ven-

7

-tured to treat pubhc oplmon Wlth indiffer-
‘ence.. Parliument might decide as they pleased

upon any siate delmquem‘, but still the publzc

‘opinion’ would - reserve’ its right of ]udgmen!

Lord Wellesley had all the formality of acquit--
tal by the House of Commons Tiord Mel-
ville had a similar acqulttal by the House
of LOT‘db, and vet no Mmzsfm Jiad dared,

noththstandmo ‘notorious - partlah ties - ~and
wishes, to introduce these persons into” any pub~
lic. office.. 'This"—added Mz anel ty—-«
“1s"the mumph of public opzmon It serves
most signally’ to prove your influence and
your strength—it- shoyld "urge you, on this
occasion, to act vigorously—let: ‘the case be
veferred to Parliament—Ilet it be ascertain-
ed who are really guilty and you, the Pub-
lic, have it in your power to PUNISH, /ma-

‘ ever Parliament may c/zoose to decide.”— o

~If Mr Finnerty alone had broached ‘this
doctrme, the matter might be. easlly discus-
sed. ' But it" is a doctrine spread by the

hermc reformers of his school, in all direc- -

tmns, and unhappﬂv, with such comnletc




‘their adherents, claim a right to reverse

8

success, that we find it absolutely recog-

nized and acted upon in that quarter from

which it ought to have met most resistance.
Mr Perceval’s letter will throw some light
-upon this prmmple,-——but bef'ore we advert

- to that we will look a httle at the prmmple

itself. ,, . SE T
Publzc opmzon is, by thlS class of persons,
made synonymous with the opinion, what-

- ever it may be, which they entertam, and

‘which they are anxious to infuse into the
public’ mind. “According to the doctrine
above laid down, what is termed public
opinion, has nothing to do with the opinion
of the public, as expressed by the constituted

~authorities of the State; on the contrary, it

contains within it a principle of controul
and counteraction. These Democratlsts, and

any decision from that quarter.  The Jjudg-
ment pronounced by the C()NSTITUTION must
commde with thelrs, or it is in no instance

final. The woice of PARLIAMENT must be

the echo of their ‘oice, or it must pass for

'ﬁ‘o"thingq T/zey must be the Judges in the
| 1ast resort, and their determmatlon must be
ooncluswe ‘

. Amid the convulsion of oplmon, it is 1m—
possible to ascertam that of the majority on

| any great complex political question. What
~can the great body of the lower orders,

‘which must ever constitute the people, con-
. sidered as an aggregate of numbers,———what |

can they know, with truth, of the expediency
of acts mvolvmg a variety of views, and

' embracmg a wide extent of 1ntereste? How

ean they decide—for what means have they
of demdmg———on the real policy of public
measures, or the real characters of public
men ? They must make up their Judgment—--
if they pronounce Judgment——-upon Teport
and hearsay. They are right, if their In-

- formers are rlght they are wrong, if their

Informers are at pains to mlslead them. In
a word, theu opzmon is either Just or Lanust
according  as they happen to fall into the
hands of kuaves or honest men. It is not

to be 1mputed to them as a fault that they

B
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‘often act ppon false impressions. The guilt

of the delusmn——-and of tho qore conse-
quences ‘which sometimes arise out of 1t——~

1s n those who misguide them.

o« PARLIAMENT,’? say these reformers,
.“ may decide as they pleaee, but still the

| publzc opinion will reserve its right of Judg-

ment. ”—-—Thxs language is calculated to re-
peal all the known. and settled JurNdlctlon
of the Legislature, in favour of the magis-

‘tracy of a party. You cannot travel with

these men but on the road of reyolution.
The democratic lawgivers of France held
the same, languaoe to the ear of the crowd—
Wh]le they were in secret creatmg and se-
curing for t/zemselves that very power which
they were pereuadmg the people belonged to
them. It was through. this medium that the
spirit of resistance to all lawful authority was

“at first excited, Having succeeded this far,

the reformers. had the game in their hands.
But these patrlots will ask trlumphantly,

_,Is not  the ])L(blzc will SUPREME?——I answer,

Yes, - But, to all practical ,p,urp:oses, the

e v ey
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. question is worth nothmg Wheti we onee

begin with this topic, and with these- phidses,
we are lost in theory. Nothing intélligible;
nothing useful, can comig oiit of the diseiigs
sion. The public will can create, and it can
destroy a government; biit it can inakeé g
pwrt of the goveriiment. ‘The constitutioti:
of England has made PaRLiAMENT the dés
positary, and the otgan of thit iwill. To
represent it as the antagonlst power before
which Parlidmerit mubt beid, and the Coin

stitiition bow doiwn, is the essence of Jaco-‘

binism. The teachers of this doctrlne wait

only fof its appllcatlon the curtain - Would |

then dra,w ups and they Would play over

- Under a constltutlon hke our own, whosé

‘prineiples are sound, aiid in’ 4 kmgdom

whose PRrESS is free, the indirect power of
the people is great -and, if left fairly to it
self; will a[ways opérate—as it ought to

‘operate—to intercept bad fiieasures, diid to

Toot out bad irien. That it should act thus,
is the secullty of our pmvate rlghte, aid of

T sy
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public: f'reedom It is a bad governmént in
which the voice of the people is not heard ;.

but where that voice. alone is heard—go-a |

vernment 1s overthrown. i SRS
- It is always dangerous to mfuse abstract.
general truths into unenlightened minds.

Men. of reflection and foresight know how

far they may be carried, and with ‘what

qualifications. they must be recelved butfv

the - annals, of tyranny abound with the

dreadful excesses that have grown out of
the ignorant mlsapphcatlon of abstract pun— |

ciples. . -

- It is most true, as far as the meamng oﬁ |
t_he gene»ral__pl.,mmple:can ,be‘apple_plated, »
that the real security and strength of every

government is in the sentiments and Opl-

nion entertained towards it by the mass of -

13

impoftance,' that we do not suffer'the trais
torous patriotism of a faction to misldad ‘s.

"There is a generous' lenity, and much
shrewd dlscernment in the Enghsh cha-
racter, and if public opmzon were  fairly left
to take its own course, it would seldom fail

‘to be well-founded. It would follow. in

the line of the disinterested and delibérate

reason of the more reflective. It would
decide upon the character of individual

men by their conduct It would distinguish,
in the servants of O"OVGI nment, between mea.-
sures that were 1nconz~;1derate, “and mea-
sures that were corrupt, -—-—between a want
of policy and a want of principle. 0 |

If the secret enemies ‘of any man get pos-

session of our ear, and besiege us perpetudl-
ly with a black delineation of all his con-

Alts.sub‘]ects. Whenever the rulers ofa state |
forfeit the esteem and confidence. of the
people, that state must be in real danger,‘_ . |
because the energy of public w1sdom can
rarely restrain the excesses of popular irri-
tation, But this being true, it is of the last

duet, and a malignant interpretation of all

his motives ;—if Oufopinion of that man is
to be regulated by this representation, can
it ‘have any other effect than to rank us,
most deéidedly, “among the number of his
enemies? So likewise, if -a faction hostile to

SRS
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the existing authorities of government, cons
trive by an affected zeal .for freedom, or
by any. other of the various arts which they
know so-well how to exert; if, I say, they

contnve, by these arts, to - win their way

to the confidence of the multitude, what
~ will be the sentiments with which the mul-

titude will be impressed ? Most clearly it
will be with. the same sentiments which they
have been thus made to participate,—it will
be with the opinion. engendered by the ha-

rangues and misrepresentations of those to:

whom they have surrendered their judg-
~ment and their feelings. But, most clearly,
it is not by canvassing the sentiments of
this circle, however numerous, that we can
ascertain the public opinion or the public will,
What opinion and whose will is expressed,
it requires no long‘ line of sagamty to fa=
thom. | '

But o part . of thls pnnmple Whlch we
are considering, has in it more of deep ini-

quity than that which makes it competent-

for public opinion to set at nought the tribu-

15

nals of public justice. 'The prevalence of
this conviétion is - calculated, beyond all
others, to further the views, and foster the
designs of Mr Finnerty, and that band .of
active citizens to which he belongs*, ThlS

# It is worth while to remark, how this patrwtzc fraterm..
ty contrive to turn the very actlnty of government to fruc..
trate their designs into some article of accusation against it
Sir FI_{ANCIS BurpeTrT, in his speech on the address, at the
opening of the present session,—a speech which went most
grossly to insult ¢ke people of England, through the ymy‘yedium
of their representatives in Parliament,—alleged, among other
things, that ¢ The Noble Lord (CAsTLEREAGH) was most
actively énfent upon preventing a certain individual from ac-
companying the expedition to WarcaereN, which individual -
(Mr FinNerry) might perhaps have given a true account
of it. - Amids’c the important care of preirenting that indi-
v1dual from gomg to Walcheren, the Noble Lord mlght have
forgotten the purpose for which he sent the army there. In.
deed the very transport in which that’ individual saxled ap-
pcaxed to have been forgotten, although it coritained articles’
of great necessity, (we belicve that either Mr Congleve s rocke
ets, or the entrenchmg tools, were here alluded to) and it
was said by some, that the énaction of the army for se”cteen
days, was ﬂze consequence of this forgetﬁdness 2

A TlMEs, Sat. Jcm 27.
Whlle Sir Francis and hlS worthy coIIeagucs were congratu..
lating themselves on the i xmpressxon which thls, their joint fa.

brication would produce on the public opinion, the follow- e

ing letter unlucklly appeared.
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doctrine ]eaifes'eifefi"y public man once ac-
cused,—as to the queshon of "his guﬂt
or mnocence,——at the mercy of a par-
ty. Lord MELVILLE bas been long since
singled . out by this faction as one upon
whom their power was to be tried; and it
- has been tried, with an effect that must give
them 1ea1 cause for exultation. —As far as
this instance ooes,———and depend upon i, it

- will not be the last ~—they have met with
ample encouragement

€ To the Edu‘or of the szes

: “ Slr,——Havmg observed in your report of S1r F RANCIS
BURDET’l s speech on Thursd'ty night, that an alluswn was
made to Mr F INNEI»TY having gone to Walcheren, in one of
the tla,nsports laden with my rockets, by which it Would
further -appear, that the z:essel did not arrive untzl sizteen

days aﬂer the rest of the armament I feel it 1ncumbent on

me to explain on both these pomts ——lst That although M1
F INNERTY did make hlS passage on board one of . the vessels
umler m Y dzreclzon, it was certamly NOT BY. MY CONGCUR-
rENCE ; and 2dly, That there was no delay in the arrival of
any J of these vessels, ‘We all sailed from the Nore on the
same day that the grand division left the Downs ; and arrived
on the Dutch coast at day-break the next mormng Your

inser tion' of thls statement Wlll much obhge, Sir, "your obe-
dxcnt servant

96t Jan. 1810,  WILLIAM CONGREVE.”

OF COMMONS

17

— Lord WELLESLEY,” say they, ¢ had
ihe for mality of an . acqmttal by the HOUSE
Lord MELVILLE had « s-
mzla? acqmttal by the HOUSE OF LORDS,
and yet no Minister HAD DARED, notwith-
btandmg notorious pal‘tlahtles and wishes, to
introduce these persons into any public of-
fice. Thls is the 17 aumph of public opinion.”

In plam truth, it is neither more nor less,

than the triumph of a Jacobin faction over
the legitimate authorlty of the ng and the

Government.
Is the Great Charter of Enghsh Justlce
to be v01d or valid, according as Mr FIn-

NERTY and his party shall choose to confirm

its authorlty, or to tear off its seal? Can
it be the public opinion, that a Peer im-
peached before a British Parliament, shall
be convicted without evidence, or against
evidence? Can it be the public opinion,
that the protective spirit of the British con-
stitution, shall thus be- w1thdrawn from  all
men in public stations? No.

C

. 'The great )
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‘body of the people of this kingdom, with
one VOICG will ‘disclaim to be made paltles
to 1nJust1ce and oppressmn : '

~Can any more be required to brmo the

oupreme Jurisdiction of the State undel sub-

jection to the Jacobin power, than the po~
pular- reception ‘of -a. principle, by which
that - jurisdiction is wholly superseded ?
They will not suspend their decision till
the final 'hea;ri'ng,‘——fth‘ey will not abide the
- judgment of Parliament,—but they will re-

verse the verdict of the Constitution ; they
- will treat it merely as Sormality ; and no

sentence but that which their interior Cabi-

519

apology of Mr. PERCEVAL  to Lord Mri-
VILLE, for mot introducing “him. into -offices
is but too striking a testimony’ to that trath.
which the Jacobin faction ‘had 'so: boldly,
uttered. Mr PhRCEVAL it seems, after bear-
ing- full. testunony to. his Lordship’s great
talents and integrity, and, after declaring
his singere assurance: of “his Lordship’s un-
varied zeal, as well as ability for. the public:
seryice, yet: e‘;pressed himself under the ne-
cessity of declining to recal his- ALordship:
into. any official station’ under the . govern-
meit, from the fear; that the prejudice, un-
j.il‘s.t‘ as he knew it: to be, which' had been.

net shall pronounce, shall be made effec-
tive, Lo T »
They boast, that no Mlmster had dared
to restore to powe-l the --pelsons whoim par-
“liament “had acquitted. - Unfortunately, it
-seems . that this is not'a mere flourish of
‘thetorie, but is ‘matter of fact.. It were to
be wished, however, that any other per%n
than the Minister /zmzse(/, had taught them,
that thev were Muasters of the Minister. The

‘created -against him, was not sufliciently
»su.bdued;'. ‘He, at. the same: time, Signiﬁe_d‘ o 13;
_to his T.ordship, that hohad it in.command e
from _‘livi‘s,'Majesﬂty, to offer him an- Earldom,: |
as an assurance: of the high sense which . i
his Majestv'entertainéd of his services, and B

of his faithful attachment to the interests of o | $
his crown and government —This offer, ho-
nourable as it VV&S, hlS Lordslnp, thh a
dxomiled humllity, decllned and; made no.
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f‘uther comment on  the ¢ cause or the eﬁ"ect
of Mr Per ceval's fear to recal him to office,

than by wishing it might be the last conces-
sion which he would be called upon te
make to that description of persoas to whose

authomtv he had found 1t necessary to sub-

amounts to: this.—1I ‘am fully satisfied, that
‘the articles. of Impeachment preferred a-
galnst you, were without foundation : ; but
I must act as if I had formed an opposite
conclusion.—I know that .thé accusations
contalned 1n those ar tlcles, were clearly dis-
proved ; but I must act towards you as if
they had been clearly substantiated.—I - do
homage to that integrity, which, in spite of

the inﬂuénCe of party, and the clamour: of
prejudice, pronounced your acquittal ;- but

I must-treat 'you as if you had been found
Gmlty -~It Is most true, that, by the most
* Such was the substance of thls correspondence, vas 1tbha;s '

appeared in the various ‘public papers, and which has beer:
admitte » by both parties, as authentlc.

What does thlS ]anguage amount to? It

#1

solemn form of trial known to the Cons‘titd-f

tion, you Were-proVed to be innocent; but
there is a certain faction that combine to

répresent you as criminal, and forbid your

return to office, and' to their will I must

conform.-

- Is the“go’vér’nment‘ then, so feeble, and
‘the constitution so 1nert, that the minister

must compromise with a faction, for the

“safety of his: placeP Would Mr Prrr have

thus acted? - No. - ‘He would not have put

“his seal to the attainder of any British.

subject, who had'-pr'ovéd‘himself a faithful
servant of the state. - He would not have
‘violated the first: principle of the Constitu-
tion, which treats every accused person as
innocent till he is proved to be guilty ; far
Jess would he have so reversed that principle,
as to treat as guilty, one, who,—after the
most solemn and scrutinous trial,—stood ac-
quitted of all guilt. Never would he have

" lent himself as the Accomplice of- oppres-

sion. His high mind would have disdain-

ed to disarm the government of its strength,

R o T T L e L e ¢ et s
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from the dread of any: prejudice that
might weaken his power. He would have

acted far differently. He would have

strengthened that power by the example of

his firmness, instead of betraying it by the |

evidence of his fear. e o

'The: Democratw Patriots- have only to
stun the public with clamour, and the legi-
timate authority of: oovemment must fall
before them. A contemptuous treatment
of juries, Englishmen never endure in . si-

lence ;. but this facton have made English: .

men feel, that they are able to despiqe as
Jormality, and even, in _effect, ' to negative
the verdict of the highest tmbuna].to which
a Jury can be summoned. - They know, by
experiment,. and the'y will not fail to pros

fit by their knowledge,—that they have the -
- means to make their influence felt and fear~

ed. They have obtained a full recognition

of their authority. They will, no ‘doubt, .

plead  Mr. Perceval’s concession to it, as a

precedent to future ministers. - It will ope-

rate as-a sort of patronage, that will ani-

?3

mate them to stronger confederacy. There

was dk‘sci)m'ething shrewdly p“rOphe'tic in

the hope, * that thl: concession might be
’tke last.” AR R

- The leading 1nqu1ry of a minister - ‘must
her eafter be, not—~how am T bound to act
by a sense of pubhc duty, or ‘what line of
conduct could be suggested by a sense of
individual justice *~~These are “not  the
questions which he must put to himself.
The grand questlon must be—Will it give
offence 10 certain persons ? This must be as-
certained, and the government must be
conducted accordmgly It is of some ad-
vantage to be aware -of the mischievous
maturity to which this power of certuin per-
sons has attained. The danger to be ap-
prehended from 1t . may well “excite fear ;
but it is a fear of a very different kind from
that which it appears to have mspned a
fear that should suggest precautmn, and
“beget for tltude,—mbut that should never, for
an instant, seek safety in submission.

Lo,
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What portion Of “the public,,po'wer it
may hereafter he found politic to abandon

~ to this confederacy,—or how much of the
legitimate  judicial authority it may be
found expedient to relinquish in favour of
their right to punish, it is hard to say ; but
for the present, the déférende : manifested‘
towards it is neither' éonsiderate nor safe
| Every thinking man must enter his protest~
i . against that pollcy, VVthh pays homage to
| lsuch supremacy No minister will make
f - this faction less his enemy, by courting it
; ‘as an allv If he does this on the calcula-
._tlon of its str_ength,;he is still more mista-
ken. They know too well when the affairs

- of the nation are in weak hands, to suffer
any thing to be gained against them at

smh a crlsls, by compromlse or neaotla-
: t10n-—-—-

exist. ‘He might notbe able to subdue this i
cabal, but it:does not follow, that he: should !
be subdued by it. A Genéral may despair
of victor y, but . he must .be insane: to think
of: strengthemnv his resources by dlsarmmg
hzmselj e in i

o T we could alWays be sure, that What is

‘ termed public -opinion, were: really so—and
that ‘it was dictited by clear;and. correct | |
views—that it. was, in fact, the united sen=
tlment of the most- reflective and erlighten-
ed’; in .this case; public -affairs would: :al-
ways be well:.and wisely conducted under
such an influence. Every king, and - every
minister, should conform:to ityand should re-

- icognize it as the sovereign and supreme wilk
But the ‘history .of .thie-worjdyin:all ages,
and-not least in that age in which-weilive,
-has:taught . mankmd ‘to::their; cost,  that

, great. deception ‘may be: pracused on this
‘head. - It has'taught: {hem; that. the deter-

; have carried its own apology along with it. | inipation of a few popular. incendiarics may

| . But such nece suty neither did, nor could i be made to pass for the - opmwn of the publzca
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 If necessity had dlctated the _concession
which the Chancellor of the Exchequer
has avowedly made, that necessity would
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and -thiat the ‘majority of 1 the people may:be
confounded with the’madness: of;the ‘mab. .

:+'T'hat a prejudice:should be excited against
a particular:individual,: considered -in itself;

ismot: a ‘eircumstance: ofilgreat: public:con-

cern. But that a faction should exist,:ca-
pable of holding: a:Ministef::in awe, andl of

prohibiting s the sovereigh . and the | public

to.profit'by: the services-of aniy British sub-
ject, whom it is their will:shall be ‘excluded

- froir:, alle political - power=this..is! an:affair

that 'well desetves;ito: ‘grrest:oul attention,

for.it ! ‘has: consxequences,amuch below /the
) surfacé "‘.i%-; A T TR Sl i £

ot LoRD: MELVI{L@LD lS’ﬂGCUSGd and hemeets

his: accusers iwith that-.confidencewhich
. ch)nscrc)usrnm:egmty sinspives: i e démanﬂs
~ avfairaddidmpartial: tridl-«He; «cdhallehges

ithe great andiparamduntiinquestiofiParlia-
‘ment-tossituingjudgment upon his? guilt-or
-inhoeence.:»: {He i 1mpeaéhed i All:-the

k”*gwdence, which mdustryt sgam | furnish,:is

brought forward-—it is applied: with.: the
whole stretch of effect of which it can be
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made capable. All.the influence which. his
opponents could:cdll forth—for it:is now no
seeret that very' great-and very high influ-
ence was exerted-—is;employed:to: procure
a - verdict. of guilty. .. But after. all endeas
vour is practised, and every effort-tried;: the
charges could: not be . supported—no evis
dence: could be:brought. to.meet them, and:

 the iiipéachment:fell to-the- -ground. !

+J.orRD MELVILLE; :pursuéed with: all thlS
bitterness, suffered great and real! 1nJury,——1t
¢ould not be otherwise. —But when he, that
should:-have: -done. him- .justice, .shrinks;
through the impulse of @ selfish-and short«
sighted fear, jnto the.rank of his: persecutors
—it'is a:lamentable littleness. of inind that
could«dictate such'a eourse of conduct

. Tt-is not meant to be affirned that: every
man that is acquitted is therefore:innocent,

We' all know,. that it :may" ‘bé otherwise ;

but we know, at the same time, . from what
causes this happens, when it does happen.

~An accused person- 'may owe his acqult—
tal to a defect in the indictment, or to a dés
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viation from technical forms.. He may es-

‘cape: from ‘the witness being incompetent,

on the score of interest, to give that evidence
which, had it been received, would: have
gone. to his conviction. ‘When, through any
occurrence of this kind, the accused escapes,
the trial, in this event, is no better than a for-
mality. - But did LorD MELVILLE ‘owe his
acquittal to any cause of this kind ? Did he
‘owe it to. any other cause than the absolute
impossibility of at all subatantlatmg a single
article of the 1mpeachment which the zeal
of party, and not the spirit of justice, had
drawn up against him? Was not every tes-
timony brought forward - that could ‘be
brought forward? Was any rigour of in-
spection spared ? Was there- any want of
exertion' or ability in those appomted to
manage the impeachment against him? Yet,
“after all, what was the result? The Peers

" of Great Britain *, with all the evidence be~

# T speak of the great majority, for there were several

among them,—whom it would not be difficult to name,—that

T ——_—
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fore them, in the unbiassed and upright

disCharge of that duty which they owed to
their COHSCIGI]CG, and to their country, pro- |

nounced him—NoT GUILTY

And is this Statesman, -perhaps, the ﬁxst, \
wcertalgly ~among the first—of: modern.

times, whose -character and - actions .could
pass - this ordeal; is he. still to be visited

with all the opprobrium of g'uiltP Is no re-

ference to ,be made - to_ this 1mpeachment.
but to assert the imbecility, or arraign the
corruption, of Parliament? And this too,

without urging a single argument to invali-

date the justice of the acquittal! without
p1'0V1ncr~—W1thout even pretending to prove
~—that there was any ‘shadow  of evidence
that could have led to, or supported an 0p~
posite judgment! :

- The mere 1njustloe done to Lord Mel-
vﬂle—.-——gleat _and glaring as it is—is the least
evil. 'The question is not, whether the ma-

- would never have pronounced him innocent, had it been in

the power of evidence to have proved him guilty !

it
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lignant activity-of a party shall succeed in
excluding Aim, as an md1v1dual from actmg
officially in the public¢ service. It presents to
us something far beyond this.+ It presents
to' us‘the -existence of a counter-authority,
exefcised by a faction opposing itself—and

with' success=-to’the: verdict of the law and
the -constitution « a faction interposing be-
tween the Parliament and the;people ; and,

at'once, insulting the one, and imposing qu#
on ‘the other : that circulate their own p# m-

ciples, and’ ‘enforce their own will as the éx-
pression . of ‘public ;opinion, -and then urge

that opinion as conclusive upon the execu=
tive government... Even the limited and los
cal influence of such a faction is no light
evil;: bu'tv itis the broad consequences whichi

‘grow out of the despotic principles’ which

they disseminhate,’that the ' danger . lies.
What body -of ‘men were ever:yet. heard to
claim a right te pzmzsh those. on whom. the
law can fix no crime. Tt is 1mp0551ble that

any principle can be more aptly. devised for
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ihtr.odu(;in by deO‘rees the Worst extremes
of tyranny. S n e el el sl

- An md1v1dual should hlS iserviees ‘meet
W’lth an un grateful return,: may be. (‘onsoled

“under:it! by the conscipusness. of his-own in-

tegrity, and by the hope that posterity: Wlu
do him justice: . But: God forbid; that  the

doctrinés: which. thlS J acobm fratbrmty dlS* .

semmafce, shall iever . become the doetrines’
which! Enomhmen are to- adopt and to.act

upon. I trust: the: pemod»v»—WlJL,never arrive -

whien, whatis.calledpublic dpmmﬂ, shall.over~
rule: all public. law,! and -defeat: -all. public
justice::! :H: ever;: héreaftery.ithis sort.of:su-
pnemacy shall:bé fattached to:it, Heéaven: de—
fend thosé »thitcome swithin' reach. ‘of:; 1ts
condemination, st - b L AR

HA ‘minister muyst: e*{alt h:mself in: the puba
110 opinion, before!he can icarry-that - opi-

nion with: him, ;o1 can receive -from. it:that

‘stimulus which its. sanction | can never : fai}
to inspire.  Much of .:‘thé' legitimate
gt-rexigth {of:. Government,—it-is’ a ::truth
svhich ‘must be. confessed ;—mich of ‘the
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legitimate strength of Government is gone,
that must be recruited ; much of the na-
tional energy is lost, that must be restored.
How this is to be accomplished, is, indéed;

an arduous question; but accomplished it

‘must be before England can be at all equal
to that struggle which she has to encounter
~with her -enemies, both from within and
from without. We have wit.rie_s‘sed ‘but too
“iuch of the reverse of all: that should pro-
duce this effect, —a hesitdting laxity of re-

solve,—a fearful fluctuating pollcy-———has but

too ‘obviously ‘pervaded the measures of -his

Majesty’s Ministers.. ‘Either there has been

no one that could lead, or there has been no

nvevthat would be led.  Sacrifices have been

made, and are daily making,—not to the ‘

public will, for then the policy would be
both sound and wise ;—but to an intriguing
Cabal, which, under the disguise of a rigid
patriotism, seeks to forward the: purposes ‘of
its own ambition. o ¥

A minister, anxious for the pu’bhc honour,

fandv the public good, will pursue both, with a
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firm andmanly steadiness, not to be diverted
by danger, nor turnedaside by apprehension.
He will pay to public opinion, fairly expres-

- sed, that deference which oughs to be paid

to it that deference which it ever must

command and ever must deserve. Butthe

instant he looks for the support of his popu-

larity in hls sacrlﬁces to popular preJudlce,_

or to popular clamom, the real interests of
the state are no longer safe in his ‘hands.
Taking this principle for his gulde, he will

~endanger all the legitimate povver of go-

vernment to secure his own. - When con-
cession can be obtained by clamour, few in-

‘deed will be the compliances that can be

expected to the claims of justice. Such a
policy is the last resource of weakness. The
season of its triumph will be short; but se-
vere and lasting will be the evils that will

come in the train of it.
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